

















MEMOIRS

THE REBELLION
1745 axp 1746.

THE CHEVALIER DE JOHNSTONE,

AID-DE-CAMP TO LORD GEORGE MURRAY, GENERAL OF THE REBEL ARMY,
ASSISTANT Al1D-DE-CAMP TO PRINCE CHARLES EDWARD,
CAPTAIN IN THE DUKE OF PERTH’S REGIMENT, AND AFTERWARDS
AN OFFICER IN THE FRENCH SERVICE.

R " cammmmmtee]

CONTAINING A
NARRATIVE OF THE PROGRESS OF THE REBELLION,
FROM ITS COMMENCEMENT TO THE BATTLE OF CULLODEN;

THE CHARACTERS OF THE PRINCIPAL PERSONS ENGAGED IN IT, AND
ANECDOTES RESPECTING THEM ;

AND VARIOUS IMPORTANT PARTICULARS RELATING
'TO THAT CONTEST,
HITHERTO EITHER UNKNOWN OR IMPERFECTLY UNDERSTOOD.
WITR
AN ACCOUNT OF THE SUFFERINGS AND PRIVATIONS EXPERIENCED BY
THE AUTHOR AFTER THE BATTLE OF CULLODEN,
BEFORE HE EFFECTED HIS ESCAPE TO THE CONTINENT, &c. &c.

TRANSLATED FROM A FRENCH MS.

ORIGINALLY DEPOSITED IN THE SCOTS COLLEGE AT PARIS, AND NOW IN THE
HANDS OF THE PUBLISHERS.

Decond Chition,

WITH ADDITIONAL NOTES, &c.

LONDON:

PRINTED FOR LONGMAN, HURST, REES, ORME, AND BROWN,
PATERNOSTER~ROW,

1821.






ADVERTISEMENT

SECOND EDITION.

ThE rapid sale of the first edition of these
Memoirs affords an unequivocal proof of
their favourable reception. Anxious to
throw as much light as possible on the sub-
ject of them, the Editor has on several occa-
sions enlarged the notes, in consequence of
recent information or further reflection.
To Johm Young, Esq., Writer to the Signet,
of Edinburgh, he has been indebted for
many of these additions; and he gladly avails
himself of this opportunity to request that
gentleman to accept of his best thanks.
The work has been noticed in a number
of Reviews and Journals ; and though opi-
nion has varied respecting the historical
importance of the Memoirs, that they are
highly interesting has been always allowed,
and the labours of the Editor have almost
uniformly been spoken of in a manner not
A2
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a little flattering to him. The views whicl:
he has taken have in most instances been
acquiesced in, though some have thought
that he has judged too harshly of Charles.
It may be so. He felt that too favourable
an opinion was generally entertained of that
Prince, and that some pains had been taken
to keep up the delusion ; and, in the fervour
of opposition, he may have done, what
we are all but too apt to do, rushed from
one extreme into another. Something of
this kind almost always takes place in the
progress from error to truth; for when the
rod is bent one way, to straighten it we
must bend it as much the other way. But
the Editor is not sensible of having gone
too far. At all events, he is not prepared
to admit that the principle which led him
to endeavour to correct what he conceived
false impressions on this and other subjects
connected with the Rebellion, namely, an
anxiety for the “ truth of history,” is found-
ed in error; and he was not a little astonish-
ed that the Editor of the Literary Gazette
should have allowed himself coolly to ob-
serve, in the face of a sensible and sober-
minded nation like the English, that truth
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or falsehood ought in-a work like this to be
subservient to amusement. “ We consider
it bad taste *,” he says, “ in the Editor of
these Memoirs to bore us so much with
his ¢ truth of history,” or, in other words,
with * disquisitions ' hostile to the principal
personage on his canvass. - We agree with
those who ‘are of opinion, that editors
ought rather to love than have an aversion
to the subjects which they choose to bring
before the public : allowances may be made
for the partialities of friendship and ad-
‘miration; but it is as indefensible as irk-
‘some, to find the enemies of Pope or
Pretender taking upon them to give new
editions of their poems or adventures, and
carping and condemning all the way they
go ; as if convincing us per force of the
bard’s weakness would give a relish to his
productions ; or persuading us that the
poor Prince was a coward, would add an
interest to his perilous escapes.” The
Editor is unwilling to believe that reflec-
tion presided over the composition of this
passage ; for he can hardly persuade him-

* Lit, Gaz. 9th Dec., 1820.
A1
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self that any well constituted mind can
confound the principles which ought to
guide the writer of history with those which
ought- to guide the writer of a novel or
other work of fiction, ‘or advisedly sub-
scribe to so loose an ethical code as that
which would lead the editor of a historical
memoir, from partiality ¢ to the principal
personage his ca onnvass,” or in order to
give “ an interest to his perilous escapes,”
to convey to the public statements which he
believes to be in any respect false, without
endeavouring to correct them, and thus
knowingly to make himself the means of
contributingto the maintenance of errorand
delusion. ¢ It is the business of History to
exhibit men as they are.” If these are the
serious notions of the Editor of the Literary
Gazette, the Editor is happy to say, that he
has taken his notions of duty from a very
different school ; and though, from the
frailty of human nature, partialities and
friendships will always continue to exercise
more or less influence over us, without our
being ourselves conscious of it, yet he
trusts it never will be adopted as a rule
by historians, or editors of historians,



SECOND EDITION. vil

that they may knowingly conceal or dis-
guise the truth to give an interest to their
works, or for any other purpose whatsoever.
It is but justice to England to observe, that
amidst all the fury of party contention, her
writers are as little liable to a charge of
intentional deviation from truth as those
of any other modern nation. He regrets to .
say thathisnative country cannot with justice
make the same boast. Something worse
than a mere indifference to truth was too
frequently found in her writers in former
days; and even the virtues of Hume were
not always able to save him from what could
hardly be an accidental unfaithfulness to his
authorities. But better principles have pre-
vailed in latter times ; and the Editor would
fain believe that the conductor of the Li-
terary Gazette, who, like himself, has the
honour of being a native of Scotland, does
not seriously long for the period when

New Lauders and Bowers the Tweed shall cross over,
No countryman living their tricks to discover ;
Detection her taper shall quench to a spark,
And Scotchman meet Scotchman and cheat in the dark.
J. B.
London, June, 1821.
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INTRODUCTION.

Tue character of the Rebellion which broke
out in this country in the year 1745 cannot be
rightly understood without a knowledge of our
domestic history, and of the state of the different
parts of the island, from the commencement of
the disturbances in the reign of' Charles I., down
to that period.

To the Reformation (itself, no doubt the f‘rult
of growing knowledge and civilisation) we are
chiefly indebted for the diffusion of the pr mmples
of civil as well as religious liberty. Even in
countries possessed of certain political privileges,
tyrannical principles were generally prevalent
previous to that event. The English Constitu-
tion, as is well observed by Hume, ¢ had lain in
a kind of confusion ;** and the value of the pri-
vileges which it conferred on the subjects was so
little understood before the time of the Stuarts,
that the government of England was generally
conceived to be a simple and unmixed monarchy,
which possessedpopular assemblies forming “only
the ornament of the fabric, without being in any
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degree essential to its being and existence.” It
was impossible, however, for men to emancipate
themselves from ecclesiastical tyranny, without,

in some degree, embracing prmc1p1es favourable
to general freedom ; for the arguments, on which
they claimed rellglous liberty, admitted of an
easy and almost unavoidable application to civil
rights. This connection was soon perceived by
many of the depositaries of power, who resisted
innovation in matters of religion, as likely to
lead to innovations in other matters. They saw
the importance of preserving every link in the
chain of tyranny unbroken. It was soon felt, in
like manner, by the partisans of the new religious
doctrines, that the establishment of their other
rights was necessary to the secure enjoyment of
their religion. Hence the intimate manner
in which the questions of liberty and religion
have been generally connected down to a com-
paratively recent period! In all the public
dissensions of this country at least, since the
Reformation, religion and liberty have always
been more or less blended together.

In England a tyrannical sovereign early em-
braced so much of the Reformation as he thought
favourable to his purposes, and arbitrarily mo-
delled the church in such a manner, as to derive
from the changes a great accession of power.
The reformed church of England retained all,
or nearly all the principles of the Catholic church
favourable to arbitrary power; and the king
having made himself its supreme head, Pontifex
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maximus, all the influence of the ecclesiastical
body was thrown intotheregalscale. Thepermis-
sion to marry, which the clergy of all the Pro-
testant churches have obtained, added greatly
to the influence of the English monarch; for
the natural wish to provide for an offspring, ne-
cessarily rendered the clergy more ambitious of
wealth and preferment, and consequently more
subservient to those who had that wealth and
preferment at their disposal, than they would
have been in a state of celibacy. Hence, now
that the principles of toleration prevail in most
countries; that persecution on accountof'religion .
is almost unknown ; that the laity have escaped
in several great Catholic states from the in-
fluence of the clegry ; that religious reform has
ceased to be an object of primary importance
in most parts of Europe ; and that the attention
of men is almost solely directed to political re-
form,—the Catholics, who are friendly to liberty
as well as Protestants, rejoice at nothing so
much, in the present contests for freedom, as
that they have not to struggle against such an
additional influence as their governments would
have derived from an ecclesiastical reform ef-
fected on the principles of that of the church of
England.

The Reformation, so effected by the monarch
in England, did not satisfy a number of those
who had embraced the reformed doctrines.
" These dissentients, from their wish to purge the
church from many of the Catholic doctrines and
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usages still retained, as well as from the greater
austerity and strictness of their lives, received
the appellation of Puritans.

The party of the Puritans agam split in the
course of time into a number of subdivisions,
differing, more or less, from each other in their
religious dogmas, and their notions of church-
government, but all of them differing radically
from the church of England, and agreeing to-
gether in their hatred of the dominion of that
church.

In Scotland, the government all along opposed
the progress of the Reformation. The govern-
ment of England had contrived to throw the
weight of the Reformation into the scale of
power, and skilfully availed itself of a current
which it could not have easily stemmed ; but
the governmentof Scotland, more honest perhaps,
-though less enlightened than that of England,
resisted the temptation which the plunder of
the church held out *, obstinately clung to the
old Catholic system, and cruelly persecuted all
who favoured the new opinions. The new opi-
nions, however, prevailed in spite of the govern-
ment ; but as the Reformation of Scotland was
effected in oposition to power, it was not a royal,
but a popular Reformation, and its principles

» « For no man living shall I stain mine honour for any
worldly good,” said James V. to Sir Ralph Saddler, who
pointed out to this needy sovereign, by command of Henrv
VIII., the wealth which he might derive from the church.
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were. accordingly more favourable to civil and
ecclesiastical liberty.

The Reformation in Scotland was, however,
confined to that part of the country in which the
English, or a kindred language to the English, is
_ spoken. . Thepeople of the Lowlands of Scotland,
though then in a much more rude state than the
people of England, were by no means strangers
to arts and civilisation. But the Highlands (a
part of Scotland amounting nearly to one-half in
point of extent, though it does not contain above
one-eighth of the population,) are inhabited by a
different race of men, by whom a branch of the
Celtic language is spoken; and this difference
of language, the peculiar state of society on
which civilisation had hardly dawned, and the
wild and rugged nature of the country, opposed
formidable obstacles to: the introduction and
progress of the Reformation.

When the great struggle between the house
of Stuart and the people commenced in England,
¢ the devotees of presbytery became, of course,
zealous partisans of the parliament ; the friends
of the episcopal church valued themselves on
defending the rights of the monarchy.”* The
first and most - decisive blow in the island -may
be said, however, to have been struck by the
Scots. The Presbyterian system had been estab-
lished in Scotland; and the people were there
almost universally attached to it. The first

* Hume.
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James on his accession to the English throne had
immediately begun to attempt the gradual estab-
lishment in Scotland of' the maxims, discipline,
and worship of the English church, ¢ with which,”
says Hume, ¢ as a Prince he had so great reason
to be satisfied.”” Hisson pursued the same course
with equal zeal but less address, and exasperated
the Scots beyond measure. An attempt to estab-
lish in Scotland the Liturgy of the church of
England, termed by the Covenanters in their
manifesto, ¢ the fountain whence all these Ba-
bylonish streams issue unto us,” led“at last to
open resistance of the royal authority. The
famous covenant, or bond of union, to resist all
religious innovations, was subscribed by all ranks
and conditions, all ages and sexes. ¢ The
whole kingdom was, in a manner, engaged *;”’
forces were regularly inlisted and disciplined,
and an army of 26,000 men was soon assembled.
Charles I. dispatched a formidable fleet, with
5000 troops on board, to the Frith of Forth, and
entered Scotland himself, with an army of 20,000
foot and 8000 horse ; but, deterred by the force
of the Covenanters, and the dread of losing a
battle while Scotland was enraged and England
discontented, he concluded a sudden, and to
him disgraceful pacification, by which, with-
out effecting any thing, he agreed to withdraw
his fleet and army. Presbytery was, of course,
triumphant.  This hollow peace was soon,
however, broken by the King; and the Scots

* Hume.
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advanced into England, defeated the detachment
sent to oppose them by Charles, and by their
presence in that country enabled the parliament
to take a high ground, and successfully to resist
the King, which, from the greater strength of
the crown in England than in Scottand, where
its power was always very low, they might not
otherwise have been enabled to do.

However, while the army of the Covenanting
Lowlanders was in England, the famous Marquis
of Montrose secretly entered Scotland, put him-
self at the head of a small body of Irish, who
had landed in that country, and raised the royal
standard, which was immediately joined by the
Highlanders. = With these means he gained a
succession of brilliant victories, which threatened
for a time to turn the balance on the side of
Charles. As this is the period when the High-
landers first became of consequence in a military
point of view, and as they have acted such an
important part in all the subsequent efforts in
favour of the house of Stuart, it may be here
necessary to advert shortly to the state of that
people, the nature of their country, and the cir-
cumstances which then gave them that con-
sequence.

The Scottish Highlanders occupy the exten-
sive mountainous tract, which, divided by an
imaginary line, drawn from Dumbarton, in-
cludes both sides of Loch Lomond, and the
higher and more mountainous parts of Stirling
and Perthshires, Angus, Mearns, and Aber-
deenshire. ~ Beyond this line all the people speak
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Gaelic, and wear or did wear the Highland dress.
The Western Islands are comprehended within
this wild and extensive territory, which includes
upwards of 200 parishes, and a population of
about 200,000 souls.

The country, though in many cases so wild
and savage as to be almost uninhabitable, con-
tains, on the sea-coasts, on the sides of the lakes,
in the vales of the small streams, and in the
more extensive straths throughwhich large rivers
discharge themselves, much arable ground ; and
the mountains, which surround these favoured
spots, afford ample pasture walks, and great
abundance of game. These glens or valleys
were each the domain of a separate tribe, who
lived for. each other, laboured in common, mar-
ried usually within the clan; and, the passage
from one vale to another being dangerous in
most seasons, and toilsome in all, had very little
communication with the world beyond their own
range of mountains. This circumstance, says
the author of an able article in the 28th Number
of the Quarterly Review, (generally attributed
to Sir Walter Scott,) which, in this brief account
of the Highlands, we have chiefly followed,
“ doubtless tended to prolong among these
separate tribes a species of government, the first
that is known in the infancy of society, and
which, in most instances, is altered or modified
during an early period of its progress.” * The

* We are rather inclined to suppose that the perpetual
wars.with England, and the anarchical state of Scotland, are
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obedience of the Highlander was paid to the
chief of his clan, as representing some remote
ancestor, from whom it was supposed the whole
tribe was originally descended; and whose name,
compounded into a patronymic, was the dis-
tinguishing appellation of the sept. Each clan,
acting on this principle, bore to its chief all the
zeal, all the affectionate deference, all the blind

the principal causes of the long continuance of this system.
Had not the kings of Scotland been almost incessantly en-
gaged in wars with England, or with their own barons, they
would soon have reduced the Highlands, and established
the authority of the laws there. The sword, as Dr. Smith
observes, is often a most efficacious instrument of civilis-
ation ; and it has been also well observed by Fletcher of
Saltoun, ¢ ’Tis in vain to say, that whatever people are
planted in these mountains, they will quickly turn as savage
and as great beggars as the present inhabitants; for the
mountains of the Alps are greater, more desert, and more
condemned to snows than those of the Highlands, which are
every where cut by friths and lakes, the richest in fishing of
any in the world, affording great conveniences for transport-
ation of timber and any other goods; and “yet the Alps,
which have no such advantages, are ‘inhabited every where
by a civilised, industrious, honest, and peaceable people.”

The plan of civilisation recommended by Fletcher, would
certainly have been most efficacious, but it is not remark-
able for its humanity. ¢ It were to be wished,” he says,
¢ that the government would think fit to transplant that
handful of people, and their masters, who hayve always dis-
turbed our peace, into the low-country, and people the
Highlands from hence.” The extinction of the rebellion of
1745, which first subjected the Highlands to the dominion
of the law, was soon followed by a beneficial change in the
manners of the Highlanders. -

: a
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devotion of children to a father. Their obedi-
ence was grounded.on the same law of nature;
and a breach of it was regarded as equally
heinous. The clansman who scrupled to save
his chief’s life at the expense of his own, was
regarded as a coward, who fled from his father’s
side in the hour of peril. 'Upon this principle
rests the whole doctrine of clanship ; and, al-
though the authority of the chief sometimes
assumed a more legal aspect, as the general law
of the country then stood, by his being possessed
of feudal influence or territorial jurisdiction;
yet, with his clan, no feudal rights or magis-
terial authority could enhance or render more
ample that power which he possessed, jure san-
guinis, by the right of primogeniture. The
duty of the clansman was indelible; and no
feudal grant which he might acquire, or other
engagement whatsoever, was to be preferred to
his service to the chief. Such was the very
simple theory of clan-government. In practice,
it extended further. Each clan was divided
into three orders: the head of all was the chief,
who was usually, though not uniformly, the pro-
prietor of all, or the greatest part of, the terri-
tories of the clan; not, it must be supposed, in
absolute property, but as the head and grand
steward of the community. He administered
them, however, in all respects at his own will
and pleasure. A certain portion of the best of
the land he retained as his own appanage, and
it was cultivated for his sole profit. The rest
18
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was divided by grants, of a nature more or less
temporary, among the second class of the clan,
who are called tenants, tacksmen, or goodmen.
These were the near relations of the chief, or
were descended from those who bore such near
relation to some of his ancestors. To each of
these brothers, nephews, cousins, and so forth,
the chief'assigned a portion of land, either during
pleasure, or frequently in the form of a pledge
redeemable for a certain sum of money. These
small portions of land, assisted by the liberality
of their relations, the tacksmen contrived to
stock, and on these they subsisted, until, in a
generation or two, the lands were resumed for
portioning out some nearer relative, and the
descendants of the original tacksmen sunk into
the situation of commoners. This was such an
ordinary transition that the third class, consist-
ing of the common people, was strengthened in
the principle on which their clannish obedience
depended, namely, the belief in their original
connection with the genealogy of the chief,
since each generation saw a certain number of
families merge among the commoners, whom
their fathers had ranked among the tacksmen or
nobility of the clan. This change, though fre-
quent, did not uniformly take place. In the
case of a very powerful chief, or of one who had
an especial affection for a son or brother, a por-
tion of land was assigned to a cadet in perpe-
tuity, or he was perhaps settled in an appanage
conquered from some other clan, or the tacks-
a2
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man acquired wealth and property by marriage;
or by some exertion of his own. In all these
cases he kept his rank in society, and usually
had under his government a branch or subdivi-
sion of the tribe, who looked up to him, as their
immediate leader, and whom he governed with
the same authority, and in the same manner, in
all respects, as the chief who was patriarchal
head of the whole sept. Such head of a subor-
dinate branch of a clan was called a Chieftain,
(a word of distinct and limited meaning,) but
remained dependent and usually tributary to the
chief; and bound to support, follow, and obey
him, in all lawful and unlawful service.

Each tacksman leased out his portion of the
clan territory in small portions, and for moderate
rents, to the commoners of the clan, or furnished
them with stock and seed-corn, on condition of
receiving a moiety of the profits ; and, in either
case,- the dependence of the cottager or com-
moner on the tacksman was as absolute as that
of the tacksman upon the chief, and the general
opinion inculcated ‘upon all, was implicit duty
to theif ‘patriarchal head -and his constituted
authorities. ‘

Under this system, the populatlon rapldly
increased. Limited to its own valley, every clan
increased in numbers, in a degree far beyond
the means of subsisting them. Each little farm
was, by the tenant who cultivated it, divided
and suh-divided among his children and grand-
children, until the number of human beings to
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be maintained far exceeded that for whom, by
any mode of culture, the space of ground could
afford nourishment. The consequence of this
over-population, in any case, must have been
laziness ; because where there were so many
hands for such light work, mone would work
hard, and those who could set up the slightest
ground of exemption would not work at all.
"Thiswas particularly the case with the tacksmen’s
youngest sons; a race destined to sink into the
insignificance of commoners, unless they could
keep themselves afloat by some deed of distinc-
tion. 'They naturally associated to themselves
the stoutest and most active of the youthful
commoners, all of whom reckoned their pedigree
up to that of their chief, and therefore were
entitled to disdain ¢ the shepherd’s slothful
life.”” Under such leaders they often committed
creaghs or depredations on the Lowlands, or
on hostile clans, and sometimes constituted
themselves into regular bands of robbers, whom
the chief connived at, though he dared not
to avow their depredations ; and whom, on
the other -hand, ‘he conscientiously protected
against the law as far as he safely could. A
military spirit, and contempt of labour, distin-
guished even the very lowest of the commoners.
¢¢ The half of our country, ‘in point of extent,”
says Fletcher of Saltoun, ¢is possessed by a
people who are all gentlemen, only because they
will not work ; and who, 'in every thing, are
more contemptible than the vilest slaves, except
a3
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that they always carry arms, because for the
most part they live on robbery.”

The different clans, living thus in a perpetual
state of war with the Low-country, and with
each other, no man, without people ready to
defend him, could expect to sleep in safety ;
and as the consequence of every one depended
on the number and attachment of his depend-
ents, every consideration became of minor
importance compared with that of mxhtary
strength.

In former times, the Highland chiefs paid
allegiance to princes of their own, altogether
distinct from the king of Scotland, with whom
they were sometimes at war, sometimes at peace ;
or at most acknowledged only a slight and
nominal dependenece upon him. This was the
powerful dynasty of the Lords of the Isles, who
flourished from a dark and remote period down
to the reign of James V., and whose sway ex-
tended over the bulk of the Highlands. It was
not until the battle of the Harlaw, fought in
- 1410, that this insular kingdom could be con-
sidered as an actual dependancy of the Scottlsh
crown,

The union of the crowns of Scotland and
England gave rise to the superiority in the use
of arms, possessed by the Highlanders over their
Lowland fellow-subjects. In former times, when
the Highlanders descended from their mountains,
they encountered in the Lowlands a race of men
as hardy, brave, and skilful in the use of weapons,
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as themselves, possessed of much greater inge-
nuity, and far superior to them in arms and
military discipline. In the battle of Harlaw,
Donald of the Isles, with the largest army that-
ever left the Highlands, was checked by an
inferior number of Lowlanders ; and in the
fields of Corichie, Glenlivat, and others, the
Highlanders were routed with great loss, by
fewer, but better appointed numbers, of their
Lowland countrymen.  In the battle fought
near Bannockburn, in 1488, between James the
Third, supported by the northern chieftains,
and the barons of the south, ¢ the tumultuous.
ranks of the Highlanders,” says Sir W. Scott,
in his Introduction to the Border Minstrelsy,
« were ill able to endure the steady and rapid
charge of the men of Annandale and Liddisdale,
who bore spears two ells longer than were used °
by the rest of their countrymen.” But the lapse
of more than half a century, during which
the people of both borders had remained quiet
under the protection of the laws, neither doing
nor suffering violence, had deprived ‘them of
much: of their martial spirit. The Highlanders,
again, were not only bred to arms and active
exereises from their infancy, but were, in a
manner, regimented under their several chiefs
and tacksinen, and, being always in order for war,
wanted only a general-and a cause. )

When the civil wars broke out, many of
the Highlanders might be said to be strangers

; a4



XX1v INTRODUCTION.

to any kind of religion whatever.* How-
ever, those who were not in this predicament,
were almost all either catholics or bigoted
to the prelatic establishment, and unacquainted
with any other principles of government than
those of unconditional obedience ; and the
chiefs and people therefore naturally embraced
the cause of Charles, which to them must have
appeared the cause of justice and right. After
achieving, with the Highlanders, a number of
brilliant victories, over greatly superior numbers
of undisciplined Lowlanders, Montrose was at
last totally defeated by a body of regular forces,
under the command of the famous David
Lesley. The victories of the Highlanders, under
Montrose, were, however, soon followed by a
chastisement within their own fastnesses from
Cromwell, such ‘as their own monarchs had
never been sufficiently powerful to inflict on
them. Cromwell established garrisons at Inver-
ness, Inverlochy, and other places in the High-
lands ; — he set on foot moveable columns, who
constantly patroled the. country, and became
acquainted with its most hidden recesses ; — he
destroyed the castles of the chiefs, and com-
pelled them to surrender their arms, and to give

* In letters from the English army in the Highlands,
incorporated in Whitelock, the people are said to be ¢ simple
and ignorant in the things of God, and some of them brutish
as heathens.” Some of them, however, ¢« did hear the Eng-

“lish.preachers with great attention and groaning.”
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pledges for their peaceful conduct.* The civilis-
ation of the Highlands must have soon followed
the continuance of this system.

In 1646, the presbyterian form of church
government was established all over England ;
and the union between the throne and the
church was now, therefore, annihilated through-
out both kingdoms.

The Restoration, in 1660, restored also.pre-
lacy. All the royalists were naturally zealous
for that mode of religion; and in England, a
House of Commons, of which the majority were
attached to presbytery, both as agreeing with
their religious opinions, and as being more favour-
able to liberty than to royal power, was obliged,
from the prevailing spirit in the country, to
consent to the re-establishment of the episcopal
church, through fear of again involving the na-
tion in blood. In Scotland, the laws in favour
of presbytery were repealed, and the resolution
to restore prelacy was adopted.

In England, the royalists and zealous church-
men were decidedly the popular party ; and, in
the first parliament summoned after the Restor-
ation in 1661, only fifty-six members of the

* Such an awe had been struck into the Highlanders, that
about 1500 of them having assembled at a pass, where they
stood upon rocks and inaccessible ground, and where the
English could only advance one by one, though they ¢ stood
every way prepared to take their advantages upon them,
(the English,) they yet had not the power or spirits to dait.”
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Presbyterian party obtained seats in the lower
house.

But in Scotland the body of the nation en-
tertained the most insurmouutable aversion to
episcopacy. The most tyrannical measures were
adopted to conquer the repugnance of the
people, which only served the more to increase
it. The cruelties to which the presbyterians
were exposed under Charles the Second and his
successor James, are almost unparalleled in the
annals of persecution. The party in power
endeavoured to goad them on to insurrection,
that they might have a pretext for the strongest
measures. Hunted from hill to hill by ‘“an
army composed,” says Fletcher, ¢ for the most
part of barbarous Highlanders,”” the presby-
terians naturally became desperate, and adopted
the most desperate principles; and, at last, they
openly disclaimed allegiance to any monarch
who should not profess presbytery.. They were
defeated at the battle of Pentland Hills, on the
28th of November, 1666, and the government
now obtained the pretext for outrages of which
it was desirous. The consequence was increased
animosity on the part of the people. The
militia and standing army soon became unequal
to the task of enforcing conformity ; and G000
of the Highlanders, who, for the services they
had rendered to the reigning family, bad again
established their exemption from the general
law of the land, were invited from their moun-
tains to pillage the south-west of Scotland; a
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task which they performed with the rapacity of
an indigent people, and no doubt with consider-
able cruelty ; though, it has been said, with less
than had been expected from them by their em-
ployers. In 1679, the presbyterians burned the
acts of parliament in favour of prelacy, on the
anniversary of the Restoration, and encamped
on Loudon Hill, where they were attacked on
the 1st of June, by Graham of' Claverhouse, af-
terwards Lord Dundee. The honour of the day
remained to the insurgents; but almost imme-
diately afterwards they were routed at Bothwell
Bridge.

Events in England afforded that relief to the
presbyterlans of Scotland for which they had in
vain appealed to arms. When James the Se-
cond succeeded to the throne, the current of
public favour ran so strong for the court, that,
according to Lord Lonsdale, he might easily
have made himself absolute. But James was
the most unskilful of all tyrants. By the open
and undisguised manner in which he went to
work, he frightened those who, with a little
address, would have cordially supported his
views. He paid no regard to the opinions or
prejudices of either friends or foes. His tyran-
nical measures roused all the friends of liberty,
and his undisguised attempt to introduce the
Roman Catholic - religion, and the indignity
offered by him to the English bishops, deprived
him of the affections of the church, of which he
was the legal head, and by which, in almost any
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landers espoused the cause of the Stuarts, and,
at Killiecranky, about 3000, under Lord Dun-
dee, defeated a force of regulars of 4500 foot,
and two troops of horse, under General Mackay.
But in the battle Dundee fell, and his successors,
being men of no ability, the war on their part
dwindled down into a succession of inroads, and
skirmishes, in which the Low-country was se-
verely plundered by the. Highlanders. King
William deemed it advisable to purchase the
peace of the Highlanders, and gave 20,000/ to
the Earl of'Breadalbane, to be distributed among
the chiefs; a measure which only tended to
heighten their idea of their own consequence ;
to make them regard military strength as the
road to wealth and importance ; to retard the
advance of civilization, and to induce them to
augment the number of their followers by every
possible means.

In England, the Tories and the High-Church-
men, after the danger which induced them to
coalesce with the Whigs was over, soon began
to be ashamed of the victory which had been
gained ; and though, perhaps, generally deter-
mined to oppose the King’s return, they were
averse to the dethroning him, or altering the
line of succession, and proposed the expedient
of a regent with kingly power. In the house of
lords the question for a king was carried by only
two votes. * Though circumstances had given
an ascendancy to the Whigs in the house of
commons, the greatest part of the aristocracy of
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the country, and perhaps of the people, were
still Churchmen and Tories. Defoe, himself a
dissenter, in his Review of the 10th October,
1706, says, ¢ that, put all the dissenters in
England and presbyterians in Scotland into a
list, and they make not above one to nine of the
church of England members in Britain ;> and it
must always be borne in mind, that though all
the Whigs were not dissenters, yet the dissenters
always constituted the main strength of the
Whigs.

The Union in 1707 was brought about by the
distribution of a sum of money among the Scots
aristocracy, (of which distribution an authentic
account has fortunately been preserved,) greatly
against the wishes of the Scottish nation in
general. The different religious and political
parties forgot for a time their animosities to-
wards each other, in their common hatred of that
measure. The Presbyterian clergymen even
Jost much of their interest with their flocks,
from an idea that, having once secured their
kirk, they were indifferent to their country and
its liberties ; and the most violent of that party
were almost disposed to waive their objection to
the religion of King James, for the sake of get-
ting rid of the union; ¢ for,” said they, «“God
may convert him, or he may have Protestant
children; but the union never can be good.”
It is certain that the Cameronians had nearly
formed a league with the Jacobites at that *
time. :
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-« A Tory,” said Hume, in a volume of his
Essays, first published in 1742, ‘“may be de-
fined, in a few words, to be a lover of monarchy,
though without abandoning liberty, and a par-
tisan of the family of Stuart ; as a Whig may be
defined to be a lover of liberty, though without
renouncing monarchy, and a friend to the settle-
ment in the Protestant line. A Jacobite seems
to be a Tory who has no regard to the con-
stitution, but is either a zealous partizan of
absolute monarchy, or at least willing to sacrifice
our liberties to the obtaining the succession in
that family to which he is attached.”” In
England the people might be divided into Whigs,
Tories, and Jacobites ; though the two last were
closely allied to each other. In Scotland, there
were only two parties. All the Presbyterians,
the great body of the people, were Whigs ; and
as the episcopalians had no worldly motive for
dissembling their sentiments, having been dis-
possessed at the Revolution, they were all non-
jurors, and open and avowed Jacobites.

The Tories got into power in the latter part
of the reign of Queen Anne, and the restoration
of the Stuarts was projected by their ministry.
The violent dissensions, however, which, in the
language of Dr. Johnson, shatlered that ministry,
and the sudden death of Queen Anne, gave the
throne to the House of Hanover, and the as-
cendancy to the Whigs.

A faint attempt was made in favour of the
House of Stuart, in the north of England ; but
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when the Earl of Mar raised the standard of the
Chevalier St. George, almost all the Highland
chiefs of name and eminence assembled their
forces at Perth; and he was at the head of
the greatest body of Highlanders which ever
was brought together. Mar, however, was not
fitted to lead an army ; and suffered himself to
be pent up within the Friths of Forth and Clyde,
by the Duke of Argyle, at the head of a force
not exceeding two or three thousand men. The
battle of Sheriffmoor was indecisive. The right
wing of the Highlanders was successful, and
their left completely routed. Both parties: re-
treated, the Highlanders to Perth, and the Duke
of Argyle to Stirling. A Montrose, a Dundee,
or Lord George Murray, with the same means,
would have soon become masters of Scotland,
and (with the assistance of the English Tories,
who only waited the approach of a Highland
army to declare themselves) could hardly have
then failed to get possession of England ; but
fortunately for the country, Mar was far from
being either a Montrose, a Dundee, or a Murray,
and the rebellion was speedily suppressed.

In 1719, a plan of invasion and insurrection in
favour of the Stuarts was formed by Spain. A
flect of ten ships of the line, with several frigates,
having on board 6000 troops, and 12,000 stand
of arms, sailed from Cadiz for England; and
while this fleet was preparing, the Earl Mare-
schal left St. Sebastian with two Spanish frigates,
having on board 300 Spanish soldiers, ammuni-
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tion, arms, and {noney, and landed 1n the island
of Lewis. The Spanish fleet was completely
dispersed by a violent storm off Cape Finisterre,
and as every thing remained quiet in England,
very few Highlanders rose. General Wightman
‘came up with the Spanish and Highland force
at Glenshiel ; the Highlanders, favoured by the
ground, withdrew to the hills without having
suffered much; and the Spaniards laid down
their arms and were made prisoners. -

The state of the Highlands naturally attracted
the attention of the British parliament; but its
meéasures were imperfectly carried into execution.
A general disarming act was passed ; but while
the provisions of this act were obeyed by the
clans in the interest of government, they were
eluded by the greater, and by far the more
warlike part of the Highlanders, who remained
attached to the family of Stuart. The act had
‘every where been ostensibly carried into exe-
cution; but the disaffected chieftains contrived
to retain the weapons of their immediate clans-
‘men, and only delivered up arms of little or no
use, which they collected from an inferior de-
~scription of individuals, of whom each important
clan had a number attached to them as a sort of
helots. - The disarming act, therefore, from the
manner in-which it was executed, only served to
deprive the government of the assistance which
it might have derived on any sudden emergency
from the Duke of Argyle, and some other chiefs
who were attached to the house of Hanover,

b
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A declaration of war with France or Spain,
which required the service of these troops
abroad, was always a signal to the Highland
clans for a rebellion at home.

The death of the Emperor Charles V1., in
1740, gave rise to a general war in KEurope.
The French ministry, in order to furnish em-
ployment to the British government at home,
concerted a plan of invasion in favour of the
Pretender. In the beginning of 1744, transports
were collected at Dunkirk, for an army of 15,000
men under the command of Marshall Saxe, who,
with Prince Charles Edward, the Pretender’s
son, arrived at that place on the 23d of February;
but while the embarkation of the troops was
going on, a storm arose, which wrecked a num-
ber of transports, whereby many soldiers and
seamen, and a great quantity of warlike stores,
were lost, and an end, for that time, was put to
the invasion. Had this expedition reached the
shores of Britain, the whole of the disaffected
clans, who were able to bring to the field 12,000
men, were prepared to rise. The chiefs were
all then united, which for various reasons they
were not when the Rebellion actually took place.

Impatient at the delays of the court of France
in seconding his views, the young Pretender
proposed to repair to Scotland, even without
assistance, contrary to the wishes of his Jacobite
friends in that country, who, with the exception
of the Duke of Perth, all declared themselves
against such a design. The battle of Fontenoy,
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however, inwhich the British troops were cut
to pieces, on the 11th of May, 1745, determined
Prince Charles to try what he could do in a
country where he knew he had many friends,
and no formidable enemies but the regular
troops, few of which were then in the 1sland
He embarked soon after, and landed in the
West Highlands, accompanied only by a f‘ew
attendants. '

In the Low-country of Scotland, the great-
body of the people were either presbyterians of
the established church, or seceders from that
church of still more rigid presbyterian principles.
These were all staunch adherents of the Han-
over family. A considerable number of the no-
bility and gentry, and a few of the middle
classes, were of the episcopal persuasion; and
the episcopalians, as has been already stated,
were either open or concealed Jacobites. The
strong feeling of discontent, which had nearly
produced an unnatural alliance between the
presbyterians and Jacobites, at-the time of the
Union, was now infinitely less powerful with the
former, than their hatred of the house of Stuart,
and their attachment to the house of Hanover.

The state of England at that time is a sub-
ject of greater dlﬂ‘iculty In that country the
different parties were not so sharply separated
from each other as in Scotland, in which all
who were not Whigs were Jacobites, and all
were Jacobites who were not Presbyterians.
In England all the dissenters were Whigs and

b 2
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Hanoverians ; but there is always a considerable
body in it, undecided in their principles, and
governed by circumstances; and all who were
not Whigs and dissenters could not therefore be
called Jacobltes
- It is certain, however, from the archives of
the Stuart family, now in the King’s ,hbrary,
that a very great proportion of the Enghsh aris-
tocracy were Jacobites. The Tories, though
not all Jacobites, had all a leaning towards the
Stuart family ; and we must never forget that
the Tories formed the bulk of the nation: for
it has been truly observed by Mr. Burke, that
the Whigs have never formed any considerable
part of the strength of England ; that the dis-
senters were the chief support of that party ; and
that they owe to circumstances alone, whatever
influence they may have at any time possessed.
As the administration had then been thirty
yearsin the hands of the Whigs, they of course
possessed a number of adherents in the upper
and middle ranks of life, and among the higher
established clergy. But though, from the con-
stitution of the English church, it is naturally
the ally of the state, and its tenet of passive obe-
dience, independently of interest, leads it to
support the government, a very suspicious cir-
cumstance respecting it was shrewdly noticed by
Hume, namel; v, that almost all its lower clergy then
sided with the opposition. He very naturallyinfer.
red from this, ¢that somebias still hung upon onr
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constitution, some extrinsic weight, which turned
it from its natural course.” We were indebted
for the two extraordinary phenomena of a Whig
king and an opposition church to the existence
of the deposed family of Stuart; and the ex-
tinction of a Pretender to the throne will pro-
bably for ever prevent their recurrence. -

Such was the state of the country, and its re-
lations, at the time Prince Charles Edward
landed in the West Highlands.

In a few days he was joined by several chief-
tains, with from 1800 to 2000 men; and with -
this force he advanced towards the Low-country.
Sir John Cope; the commander-in-chief of Scot-
land, advanced into the Highlands, with what
troops he could collect together, about 1400°
foot, with some artillery ; but on receiving notice
that the rebels were waiting his approach in the
passes of a high mountain, which it was neces-
sary for him to cross, he thought proper to turn
aside, and left the road to the Low-country open
to them. 1In two days after crossing the Forth,
they became masters of the metropolis of Scot-
land. Cope sailed from Aberdeen to Dunbar,
and having formed a junction with the rest of
the King’s forces, he advanced against the
Prince, but was completely routed at Preston
Pans, or Gladsmuir. Being now between 5000
and 6000 strong, though the Highland clans,
which formed the only part of their force, where-
on any great dependange could be placed, did

b'3 :
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not exceed 4000 *, they advanced into England,
took Carlisle, before which they remained a suf-
ficient time to allow Marshal Wade, who lay at
Newcastle with a superior force, to come up
with them, and proceeded without interruption
to Derby, having gained a march on the Duke
of Cumberland, who was at the head of another
superior army in the centre of the kingdom.
Deceived in their expectations of being joined
by the English Jacobites, justly alarmed at the
disproportion between their force, and the force
and population of the country into which they
had advanced so far, and having received intel-
ligence of the arrival of troops and arms from
France, they determined to fall back on their sup-
plies in a council of war held at Derby ; and with
one army on their flank and another in their
rear, they effected their retreat without loss into
Scotland, there formed a junction of their forces,
again defeated the King’s army, then retired

* In a letter from Lord President Forbes to Mr. Scrope,
dated 14th Nov. 1745, published in the Culloden Papers, he
says, “ For of those kindreds of the Highlanders who in the
year 1715 were at Perth, there are now in'this country partly
assisting me, and partly detained at home by persuasion or
force, a greater number than the number of real Highland-
ers who have from Edinburgh marched towards England.
I do not speak of the whole of what they call their army,
which is composed of Low-country people, who must prove
rather a drawback than any assistance to them; but I speak
of the natives of the mountains, who, by the celerity of their
marches, and by their capacity to bear fatigues, may be ac-
counted dangerous enemies.”

Q-
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into the Highlands, where, after achieving a
number of daring exploits in the course of the
winter and spring, they were ultimately defeated
at Culloden.

Nothing appears more surprizing, at first
sight, than that so small a force should have bid
defiance for more than half a year to the power-
ful government of Great Britain.

The politician may derive some 1mportant
lessons from the attentive consideration of what
took place at that time.

That a very great proportion of the aristocr acy
of the country was jacobitically disposed, is
proved by the evidence of their own hand-
writings. The prevalence of similar feelings in
the other .classes of England, or at least of in-
difference, (in Scotland .it was otherwise,) is
proved by the manner in which the approach of
the Highlanders was viewed. ¢ We are such
uncommon people,” (at Cambridge,) says Gray
in a letter to Horace Walpole, ¢ as to have no
more sense of danger than if the battle had been
fought where and when the battle of Canne
was. I heard three sensible middle-aged men,
when the Scotch were said to be at Stamford,
and actually were at Derby, talking of hiring
a chaise to go to Caxton, (a place in the high
road,) to see the Pretender and Highlanders as
they passed.”

But the English aristocracy, though they
would willingly have joined the Pretender, if
they had seen that he could support himself

b 4
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without thew, resolved not to stir one step so
long as this point remained doubtful. King
William was only joined in 1688, when he had
shown that he could make good his ground with-
out support. The Jacobites would have cheer-
fully paid their homage to the family of Stuart,
if once seated on the throne, but would risk
nothing to contribute to place them on it.

I'rom this we may see the immense strength
ot government, in relation to its own subjects,
in a country considerably advanced in civilis-
ation, and in which wealth is widely diffused.
‘The dread of losing that wealth by unsuc-
cessful resistance will generally command their
submission, theugh the government may not
only have little of their regard, but may even
be an object of dislike to them. Nothing but
the most flagrant misgovernment, something
which unites all classes against the state, and
renders them, in the apprehension of a greater
danger, insensible to the danger to which re-
sistanee exposes them, can ever overturn a
government in such a country. But in propor-
tion to the strength of the government, in re-
lation to its own subjeets, is its weakness when
attacked from without. The moment the in-
vader appears to be the strongest, he commands.
the obedience of all those who have any thing
to lose. ¢ I do not care,” said an English gen.
tleman to the author of the following Memoirs,
¢ though the devil were king, if he do not take
my estate from me.””. Hence, in countries hke
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Lngland or Holland, or even a great part of
Germany, that obstinate and protracted resist-
ance to a government, supported by a powerful
army, which was lately displayed by the Spa-
niards, could never possibly take place.* Hence,

* My friend, Mr. Hogg, — for whose political principles
the best apology that can be offered is, that like too many
poets he has probably adopted them without much reflec-
tion, and less from any conviction of their soundness than
from their supposed suitableness for poetical effect, and
who has been much more successful in observing and de-
scribing actions than in tracing the motives of action,—
is struck with the feature in the character of the people of
England to which we have just alluded. In the Jacobite
Relics, vol. ii. p. 116., he says, ¢ It was during this period
(namely the period between the Revolution and the accession
of the house of Hanover) that a great part of the songs con-
tained in the preceding volume had been written and sung,
apparently with the view of influencing the popular feeling ;
and in England these lampoons were innumerable, as well as
the violence of opposition to the reigning dynasties. Never-
theless, it was mostly all in words, as the great threats of
Englishmen generally are. 'When matters came to the test,
it was again and again proved, whose promises were most to
be relied on.” It does not seem to have ocurred to Mr.
Hogg, in his zeal for club law, that the power of offering
resistance to a government varies with the circumstances of
a.people, and that the more a people enjoys of the objects
for. which government is. instituted, the greater the diffi-
culty of resistance. The people of Hindostan, under their
native rulers, would perhaps come up to his ideal of na-
tional excellence ; for without any promise they are almost
iilways ready, at a moment’s warning, to rise against
these rulers. But to take instances with which- we are
more familiar : — Mr. Hogg would probably find it a much
casier. task, at any time, ta persuade the wretched tenant
of a clay cabin in Connaught to make an appeal to_arms,
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too, for the same reason that the richest nations
are the most easily held in subjection, the richest
part of any one nation is naturally the most
submissive ; and it was found, in Spain as well
as in England, that the aristocracy are always
the first to truckle to power and the last to resist
it. The whole of their patriotism, in difficult
times, is usually confined to studying how they
shall best retain possession of their estates.

than the substantial farmer of East Lothian and the Merse,
or the rich store-master of Etterick Forest. He will find
his countrymen, in the present day, more ready to imitate the
Englishman in limiting their opposition to big words, than
to take to the bare bent for a bed. Cromwell complained of
the ruin of his soldiery, ¢ for whom the Scots are too hard in
respect of enduring the winter’s difficulty ;” but these times
are gone by. Wealth and luxury have in their turn visited
Scotland; and the Scotsman having been used to a good
dinner, comfortable fire-side, anda soft bed, can no more
forego these advantages than the Englishman can. He now
knows as much the value of the good things of this world,
and is as much attached to them. Life-and-fortune addresses
mean pretty much the same thing in both parts of the island,
—not that the subscribers are ready to sacrifice either, but
that they consider neither in any danger. It would almost
seem as if Mr. Hogg thought a readiness to rise as inse-
parable from the character of his countrymen, as the late
Mr. Windham thought their sagacity was from redness of
bair. It may be well enough now and then to talk of the
irrepressible ardour of Scotsmen, the perfervidum genus
Scotorum, and antiquaries may tell us, that while the Eng-
lish retain the Germanic phlegm, nearly unmixed, the Scots,
who are a compound of Celt and Saxon, have lost a great
deal of it. The less politicians rely on doctrines of this kind
the better.
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The tendency of the diffusion of wealth to
give strength and security to government, is
very strikingly illustrated in.a paper published
in the Appendix to Pinkerton’s History of
Scotland under the Stuarts, exhibiting a view of
that country in the sixteenth century. ¢ The
defect of the commonalty,”” says the writer,
¢ viz. that there are so few of the middle rank
of subjects amongst that are able to live com-
petently and honestly of their own, and by that
means are a band to tie together the two ex-
tremes, viz. the higher sort and the rascallity,
and to sway with the better and more peaceable
part, as having something to lose, is another
great cause of the distemper and disquietness of
the realm. For by that means the whole com-
monalty in a manner, a few excepted which are
of no reckoning in comparison of the whole,
being beggarly and rascall, are ever apt for
faction and tumult when occasion serveth ; as
having nothing to lose, and hoping to get some-
thing when they may fish in a troubled sea, and
so follow their lord’s quarrels either amongst
themselves or against the Prince.”” The influence
of the Highland chief, as has been already ob-
served, did not arise from his property, so much
as from his being supposed to represent the com-
mon ancestor from whom the whole clan was
descended; and it is proved by many well-
known instances, that when stript of his posses-
sions he could still command the obedience of
the clansmen. In such a state of things, govern-
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ment were without that powerful hold over him
which they possessed over the landholders of the.
rest of the country. In general, it may be ob-
served, that where a great respect is paid to
nobility of race, independently of property, the
government must be less secure than where
such respect is not known.

The victory of Culloden gave a strength to
the Hanoverian government which it had never
before possessed. The rising had shown them
that from the state of society and habits of Eng-
land, they had nothing to fear from that country;
that however numerous the disaffected party
in England might be, a powerful invasion from
abroad and the arms of the Highlanders could
alone render it formidable; and now that the
power was in their hands, they very wisely
determined nottleave a single Highland clan
in a situation to be again troublesome to them.
The English ministers, in the expressive lan-
guage of the author of Waverley, would have
deserved the gallows as- fools, if they had not
embraced that apportunity of destroying clan-
ship for ever, and reducing the Highlands to
the dominion of the law. The hopes of the
Jacobites and Tories were completely dashed.
The claims of the family of Stuart began at
length to appear obsolete in the eyes of their
partisans ; and on the commencement of his
late Majesty’s reign, the Jacobites were reduced
to the members of a few nonjuring congre-
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gations, and that allance was formed between
the Tories and the throne which placed both in
their natural relations towards each other.

The events of the more stormy period, which
terminated with the Revolution, a period pro-
ductive beyond example of great and splendid
talents, have been related by some of the greatest
of the actors in them, and reviewed by the most
acute and profound, though it has been said
not always the most accurate or rigidly impartial
of historians. But the history of England,
during the comparatively tranquil period which
has elapsed since the Revolution, a period, though
possessing less of what is calculated to strike
the imagination, yet presenting abundant matter
of great importance to the politician, remains
yet to be written. Many attempts have been
made to supply the deficiency; and the work
of Smollet, in particular, has always enjoyed a
considerable share of popularity. But Smollet
was neither an impartial nor a profound histo-
rian; and, besides, much valuable information re-
lative to the transactions of which he treats has
only lately come to light. The materials for the
future historian are now ample ; and it'is a great
satisfaction to those who have the literary glory
of their éountry at heart, to know, that a * writer
in the maturity of his powers, whose attention
from his early youth has been directed to the
principles of government, whose knowledge:is

* Sir James Mackintosh.
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only equalled by his genius, who, with the ex-
ception of Burke, is the only one of our great
writers who has shone also as a great parliament-
ary orator, and whose candour and impartiality
will not allow him to be fettered by the trammels
of party, has undertaken the arduous task of
continuing the English history up to the @ra -
of the French revolution.

Having given this brief ‘outline of the events
connected with the -great struggle between the
Episcopalian and Presbyterian, the Jacobite and
Whig principles, of which the Rebellion of 1745
formed a section, we shall now proceed to advert
more particularly to some of the circumstances
of that rebellion.

If justice has been done to no part of the
history of this country during the past century,
it has, least of all, been done to the Rebellion,
as to which the most incorrect ideas are yet
generally “entertained. The secret springs of
that insurrection, the circumstances which deter-
mined many of the movements of the rebels, the
character of the Prince who was at its head,
the conduct of the victorious party, are yet in
a great measure unknown to the public. The
history of Home, which appeared nearly sixty
years after the Rebellion, and from which, pre-
vious to its publication, considerable expectations
were entertained, added little to our knowledge
on any of the above important points. This
was partly owing to the defective information of
the author, and partly owing to his fear of giv-
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ing offence.. Having himself borne arms in the
Rebellion as a volunteer, in aid of the govern-
ment, he was not a person to whom the leading
Jacobites would willingly confide their secrets ;
and it was rather unreasonable to suppose that
he could easily reconcile an account, not of the
necessary severities, but of the lawless, disgrace-
ful, and unnecessary cruelties which stained the
laurels of the victors, with his feelings of grati-
tude towards the family from which he had so
long enjoyed a considerable pension. Besides,
the writer of this introduction can assert, of his
own knowledge, that Mr. Home submitted his
history in manuscript to some of the members
of the royal family. But a faithful narrative of
the conduct of the Duke of Cumberland, and
of the lengths to which he allowed his army to
go, in gratifying their rapacity, and in taking a
brutal revenge for the disgrace with which they
had been so often covered, could hardly have
been an acceptable present to any member of
the family to which he belonged. Of this Mr.
Home had too much penetration not to be fully
aware ; and though he was too honourable a
man to state that as true, which he knew or
believed to be false, he preferred a prudent
silence on many important transactions of the
Rebellion, to a more comprehensive statement,
which might have been less gratifying to his
benefactors. His book affords materials for the

historian, but ought not to be considered a
history.
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The author of Waverley has, in that work, and
some of his other writings, sufficiently proved
bis ability to become the historian of the last
struggle of departed clanship. He seems acs
quainted with every incident illustrative of
national manners, individual character, or the
history of particular families; and he possesses
a power of picturesque delineation which pecu-
liarly qualifies him for the task of historian of
the wild and strongly-marked sons of the moun-
tains. In this minute knowledge and power of
picturesque delineation, he bears a strong re-
semblance to John Miiller, the great historian
of Switzerland *; and if he hasless learning than
the Swiss, he is totally free from his occasional
pedantry and affectation. He would not exe-
cute his task the worse, for entertainiug a sort of
secret predilection, which his better judgment
can hardly enable him to suppress, for * the
days when each man’s arms clattered round him
when he walked the hills.”

But even the author of Waverley seems to be
under the influence of some erroneous impres-
sions respecting the Rebellion. He has uni-
formly attempted to hold up Prince Charles
Edward as a man possessed of great strength of

# Called the German Tacitus, not because he translated
Tacitus, as a writer in the Quarterly Review, in an article
which reflects no honour on that publication, ignorantly sup-
poses, but because he possesses in an eminent degree the
‘qualities for which Tacitus is distinguished. ~ Miiller never
translated Tacitus. :
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mind, of a generous, bold, and daring character,
and even of commanding talents; and he has
attributed the weakness he afterwards displayed,
which he was aware could not be easily recon-
ciled with this character, to the disappointment
of his hopes in the Rebellion. < Let us be
just,”” he says, ¢ to the memory of the unfor-
tunate : — without courage, he had never made
the attempt — without address and military
talent, he had never kept together his own desul-
tory bands, or discomfited the more experienced
soldiers of his enemy ; and, finally, without
patience, resolution, and fortitude, he could
never have supported his cause so long, under
successive disappointments; or fallen, at last,
with honour, by an accumulated and over-
whelming pressure.”” This is the language of
the panegyrist, and not of the historian.

The truth is, and of this abundant proofs will
be seen in the following work and notes attached
to it, that Charles was always an exceedingly
weak man, destitute of any of those high qua-
lities attributed to him by the author of Waver-
ley; that he was indebted to circumstances
alone, and the skill and resolution of some of
those who attached themselves to his fortunes,
for the success that attended an expedition
which he was by no means qualified to direet ;
and that he displayed, during that expedition,
none of the virtues for which he here receives
credit. ) [ ; :

The landing in the Highlands without follow-

c



" INTRODUCTION.

ers might be courageous or might be rash;
‘hazardous in the extreme, it certainly was.. We
term an act courageous or rash, according as
the hazard to which the actor exposes himself is
necessary or uncalled for, according to the de-
gree of probability there is that it will be at-
‘tended with any useful result, and according to
the amount of sacrifice with which a failure may
be attended. But, admitting. that the chance
-of timely aid from France was so small as to
justify him in taking this desperate step, admit-
ting that the obstinate refusal to comply with
- Lochiel’s request, to remain concealed for a few
days, till he and his other friends should meet’
together, and concert what steps ought to be
taken, was not childish impatience, and that in
“all this his conduct was not rash, but wise and
courageous, it by no means follows that it re-
quired address and military talents to keep
together his bands ; that he contributed, in any
respect, except by his presence, to the enabling
these bands to discomfit the more experienced
soldiers of the enemy ;_or that it was owing to
his patience, resolution, and fortitude, his cause
‘was so long supported; or that he fell at last
with honour.

In the first place, the determination of one
powerful chief, of high character, by whom the
Highland Jacobites ‘were guided upon almost
every occasion, induced a number of other chiefs
to join his standard. In an enterprise like this,
he whe once draws the sword must throw away
the scabbard ; and they had all the most power-
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ful of motives for exerting themselves to the
utmost by their valour and their interest to pro.
mote the common cause. Exertion held out to
them a prospect of honours, wealth, and prefer-
ment; an opposite line-of conduct held out
to them the prospect of loss of power, and
beggary, or a disgraceful death on the scaffold.
Hence, though measures were more than once
adopted decidedly contrary to the wishes of the
Prince, no officer ceased for a moment to have
the success of the cause earnestly at heart; and
it is expressly said by Lord George Murray, in
in a letter dated from Lochaber, May 16, 1746,
“¢ that from the beginning of the whole affair till
that time, (the advance to Nairn,) there had
never been the least dispute or misunderstanding
among any of the officers.”

In the next place, it is well known that Lord
George Murray formed the plans of the battles,
and directed all the military movements, which
were attended with success. ¢ At Gladsmuir,”
he says, ‘“the plan of which attack, I had formed,
I was the last that passed the defile of the first
line, and the first that attacked.”” ¢ At Clifton,”
he says, ¢ I own I disobeyed orders; but what
I did was the only safe and honourable measure
I could take, and it succeeded. At the battle
of Falkirk, I never received an order or mes-
sage from His Royal Highness till the battle
was over.”” The author of the following
Memoirs, who, from having acted in the
character of aid-de-camp to the Prince and

c 2
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Lord George Murray, had good opportunities
of knowing both, speaks uniformly with great
contempt of the former, and so far from attri-
buting any part of the success to him, he does
not hesitate to say, ¢ that whenever he inter-
fered, he did mischief.”” ¢ Had Prince Charles,”
he says, ¢ slept during the whole of the expe-
dition, and allowed Lord George to act for him,
according to his own judgment, there is every
reason for supposing he would have found the
crown of Great Britain on his head when he
woke.” He could have no motive for traducing
the Prince, by whom he had been favourably
treated ; and Lord George Murray, he says, ex-
pressed pique on account of his quitting him. His
judgment respecting Lord George Murray could
hardly, therefore, be biassed by an unfair motive;
and, indeed, the unreserved manner in which
he speaks of his failings, will not allow us, for a
moment, to entertain any such suspicion. Hear,
then, the language he uses with regard to the
part Lord George acted:—< Lord George Mur-
ray, who had the charge of all the details of our
army, and who had the sole direction of it, pos-
sessed a natural genius for military operations ;
and was indeed a man of surprising talents, which,
had they been cultivated by the study of military
tactics, would unquestionably have rendered
him one of the greatest generals of the age. He
was tall and robust, and brave in the highest
degree ; conducting the Highlanders in the most
heroic manner, and always the first to rush sword
in hand into the midst of the enemy. He used
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to say, when we advanced to the charge, ¢ I-do
not ask you, my lads, to go before, but merely to
follow me!” a very energetic harangue, admir-
ably calculated to excite the ardour of the High-
landers ; but which would sometimes have had
a better effect in the mouth of the Prince. - He
slept little, was continually occupied with all
manner of details, and was altogether most in-
defatigable, combining and directing alone .all
our operations ; in a word, he was the only person
capable of conducting our army. ' His colleague,
the Duke of Perth, though brave, even to ex-
cess, every way honourable, and possessed of a
mild and gentle disposition, was of very limited
abilities, and interfered with nothing. Lord
George was vigilant, active, and diligent ; Ais
plans were always judiciously formed, and he
carried them promptly and vigorously into ex-
ecution, However with an infinity of good
qualities, he was not without his defects : proud,
haughty, blunt, and imperious, he wished to
have the exclusive ordering: of every thing ; and
feeling his superiority, he would listen to no
advice. There were few persons, it is true, in
our army sufficiently versed in military affairs to
be capable of advising him as to the conducting
of his operations. The Highland chiefs, like
their vassals, possessed the most heroic courage
but they knew no other manceuvre, than that of
rushing upon the enemy sword in hand, as soon
as they saw them, without order and. without
discipline. Lord George could receive still less
c3
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assistance from the subaltern Irish officers, who,
with the exception of Mr. Sullivan, possessed no
other knowledge than that which usually forms
the whole stock of subalterns, namely, the
knowing how to mount and quit guard. We
can hardly, therefore, be astonished that Lord
George, possessing so many qualities requisite to
form a general, should have gained the hearts of
the Highlanders; and a general who has the
confidence of his soldiérs may perform wonders.
Hence, possessing the art of employing men to
advantage, without having had time to discipline
them, but taking them merely as they came from
the plough, he made them perforin prodigies of
valour against various English armies, always.
greatly superior in number to that of the Prince,
though the English troops are allowed to be the
best in Europe. Nature had formed him for a
great warrior ; he did not require the accidental
advantage of birth.”” — Charles was the nominal
head of the enterprise, and his presence was
necessary to it ; but the remaining with his army
seems to have constituted his only merit ; and to
attribute to him the successes at Gladsmuir,
Clifton, and Falkirk, does not seem a whit more
reasonable than to attribute the victory of
Blenheim to Queen Anne, or that of Waterloo
to George the Fourth. It is repeatedly stated
in these Memoirs, and has been stated by other
authorities entitled to credit, that the Irishmen,
who enjoyed his confidence, and whose counsels
the- Prince followed on all occasions, were, with
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one exception perhaps, men of the most limited
capacity ; a circumstance which, of itself, proves
that- he could not have possessed any of the
qualifications of a good commander.” Not that.
great princes have not been sometimes fond of
low and worthless companions ; but it is one
thing to be fond of the society of such men, and
another to be guided by then' advice in matters
of importance,

Then as to his patience, resolutzon, and fortitude.
If we are to believe the reports of those who
shared his intimacy, se far from showing for-
titude, he was quite unmanned whenever he ex-
perienced the least opposition or contradiction.
¢ Charles,”” says John Hay, his occasional se-
cretary, “who had marched a-foot at the head
of the men all the way, was obliged (in the
retreat from Derby) to get on horseback, for he
could not walk and hardly stand, as was always
the case with him when he was cruelly used.”
It is in adversity that patience, resolution, and
fortitude, can be displayed ; and there is ample
proof in these Memoirs, that if he had possessed
these qualities in an ordinary degree, he would
not have abandoned the Highlanders as he did,
when his cause was by no means hopeless.
¢¢ All that we can say,” observes the author of
these Memoirs, * is, that this Prince entered on
his expedition rashly, and without foreseeing the
personal dangers to which he was about to ex-
pose himself’; that, in czmymor it on, he always
took care not to expose his person to the fire of

c 4 ’
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the enemy; and that he abandoned it at a time
when he had a thousand times more reason to
hope for success than when he left Paris to
undertake it.”’

He persisted in urging the night-attack, at
Nairn, when no hope of success remained; he
refused, while it was yet time, to abandon
Inverness, and take a strong ground on the
other side of the water of Nairn, though Clunie
Macpherson was expected every moment on
that side, merely because his Irish and French
friends disliked the hardships of a hill-warfare ;
he exposed himself, under every possible dis-
advantage, to the attack of a superior enemy ;
and, the first moment that fortune declared
against him, he allowed his tutor to lay hold of
the bridle of his horse and turn him about, and
abandoned his cause without the least effort to
retrieve his fortunes, or making his appearance
among his followers, who entreated, nay implored
him not to desert them. He fell; but he cer-
tainly did not fall with honour. His character,
as was observed by Hume, exhibited ¢ an un.
accountable mjxture of temerity and timidity.”
In the notes to the following Memoirs, enough
is stated to show, that Charles Edward was not
the generous and heroic youth his deluded fol-
lowers fondly conceived him to be; a delusion
the author of Waverley has exerted his talents to
perpetuate. ¢ Lord Marischal,” says David
Hume, ¢ thought there was no vice so mean or
atrocious; of which he was not capable;” and
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Lord Marischal is well known to have been a man
of the highest honour and integrity. Helvetius,
a generous and honourable man, also described
him to Hume, from personal knowledge, as
¢ the most unworthy of all mortals.”” Dr. King,
who says he ¢ had some long conversations with
him here, and, for some years after, held a con-
stant correspondence with him, not indeed by
letters, but by messengers, (gentlemen of fortune,
honour, and veracity, on whose relations he
could entirely depend,) who were occasionally
dispatched to him,”” — and that he was as < well
qualified as any man in England to draw a just
character of him,” —gives a portrait which
completely agrees with the accounts of Lord
Marischal and Helvetius. Alfieri, who reluct-
antly speaks of him or his brother, ¢ laudare non
li potendo, né li volendo biasimare,” is, however,
obliged, in accounting for the dreadful situation
to which he had reduced an amiable wife, to
state circumstances which it is unnecessary here
to repeat, and which prove him to have been an
odious and brutal monster. To balance all these
testimonies, there has not been produced the
slightest tittle of respectable evidence. He is
said to have possessed great powers of dissim-
ulation, and he may have for a time succeeded
in concealing his vices and defects; but we
must abandon all the rules by which character
is estimated, before we can conceive him to
have possessed virtue or talents. ) Lo
History should be just. The young Pre-
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tender acted with irresolution, pusillanimity,
and an unfeeling disregard of his followers ; but
his conqueror acted with a more than savage
barbarity ; and though it would have been un-
pardonable in the Hanoverian government to
have allowed the Highlands to remain in a state
calculated to give them any alarm in future, and
though measures of firmness and even severity
were necessary, yet nothing could justify the
acts of atrocity which followed the victory of
Culloden. The author of the article in the
Review so often alluded to, justly condemns the
sentiment expressed by the editor of the Cul-
loden Papers, ¢ that no blame can attach to the
Duke of Cumberland for them,”” but does not
seem to disapprove of the drawing a veil over
the conduct of the Duke, ¢ out of no respect or
tenderness to the memory of that Prince, but in
Jjustice to the far different sentiments of many
members of his illustrious family,”” But history
ought to spare the feelings of no family. The
actions of public men are the property of the
public; and it is not more necessary to bestow
praise where praise is due, than it is to censure
where censure is deserved. The ties which con-
nect men with their species. are seldom so
effectually loosened, even in individuals of the
most brutal and unfeeling dispositions, as to
render them altogether insensible to the detest-
ation either of their contemporaries or posterity ;
and the practice of holding up, in all cases, the
conduct of the cruel spoiler, the unjust and
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merciless oppressor, to merited infamy, by
teaching men in power that they can have no
hope of escaping the tribunal of history, even if
they should succeed in silencing their con-
temporaries, is one of the safeguards of humanity,
which a man, who has at all reflected on the
motives of human action, would be least willing
to renounce.

The Duke of Cumberland carried fire and
sword through a whole country, driving off the
cattle, the only means by which the people sub-
sisted, and leaving those who did not perish by
the sword to die of famine. Many poor people
who never offended, females, decrepid old men,
and helpless infants, became the victims of this
savage ferocity. Mothers with babes at their
breast were often found dead on the hills,
literally starved to death. As a specimen of
these atrocities, take the following letter from a
clergyman in the North, published in the Scots
Magazine for June, 1746 : ¢ As the most of this
parish is burnt to ashes, and all the cattle be-
longing to the rebels carried off by His Majesty’s
forces, there is no such thing as money or pen-
nyworth to be got in this desolate place. My
family is now much increased by the wives and
infants of those in the rebellion in my parish,
crowding for a mouthful of bread to keep them
from starving, which no good Christian can re-
fuse.”” Parties of soldiers, while the supreme
court of justice was sitting;, and there was no
obstacle to the due execution of the laws, even
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within a few miles of Edinburgh, without war-
rant from a civil court, seized the goods and
effects, not of persons convicted as rebels, but
of whomsoever they pleased to style. rebels, ex-
posed them to public auction, and arbitrarily
disposed of the proceeds, to the ruin of the in-
dividuals themselves, and the defrauding of their
lawful creditors. If a tradesman happened to
displease an officer, he would order him to be
flogged. Thus one Maiben, a wig-maker in
Stirling, happening to have some words with an
officer respecting a transaction in the way of his
business, Lieut. Col. Howard ordered him to be
flogged, and this sentence was carried into exe-
cution in defiance of the formal protest of the
magistrates of Stirling, and their demand to have
him given up to them. After this system of
violence and plunder had been carried the most
daring lengths, a number of actions were
brought in the court of session, against officers
of the army, by men who had been thus stript
of their property; and on the 18th of December,
1746, Captain Hamilton, of St. George’s dra-
goons, one of the most noted of these military
robbers, under the sanction of the royal duke,
was condemned to make restitution ; a sentence
which decided the fate of other actions against
him and his brother officers, and put a stop to
farther depredations. It required no small
degree of fortitude to do justice in those times ;
and we are not to wonder that Lord President
Forbes, to whom the merit of this sentence is
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due, should have been complimented on account
of it by Sir Andrew Mitchell, as the saviour of
his country. < I am persuaded,” he says, in a
letter in the Culloden Papers, ¢that Providence
intends that you should once more save your
country ; and, as an earnest of it, I consider
your decree in the case of Captain Hamilton,
the honour of which is ascribed to you.”” The
ingratitude of George II. to Forbes, to whose
efforts and diversion in the North it was owing
that the whole of the disaffected clans did not
pour down their forces on the South, and to
whom that monarch, therefore, probably owed
his. continuance on the throne, an ingratitude
which preyed on the warm and generous Forbes
and brought him to an untimely grave, has been
often alluded to. The writer of an article on
the Culloden papers in the Edinburgh Review,
says, ¢ We cannot doubt that one of the popular
accounts is the true one, which ascribes it all to
his having plainly, and even in the king’s pre-
sence, expressed his decided disapprobation of
the violence of the royal army.”” The condem-
nation of the son of the monarch, involved in the
decision to which so much importance was then
attached, serves to confirm that opinion. Let us,
however, do justice to George II. The Duke
of Cumberland was his son; and though the
whole people are frequently said to be the chil-
dren of the monarch, it must be remembered,
this is only a figure. George could occasionally
be magnanimous ; for when the Pretender re-



Ixii INTRODUCTION.

visited this country, some years afterwards, he
allowed him to depart, though he was aware of
his presence, and could easily bave secured
him, *

It may now be proper to speak more particu-
larly respecting the following Memoirs.

The Chevalier de Johnstone, the author, was
the only son of James Johnstone, merchant, in
Edinburgh. This family, by descent and alli-
ance, were connected with some of the first
houses in Scotland. His sister Cecilia was mar-
ried to a son of Lord Rollo, who succeeded to
the estate and title in 1765. The Chevalier de
Johnstone appears in his youth to have moved
in the best society which the Scottish capital
then contained, and to have been on the most
intimate footing with the well-known Lady Jane
Douglas, mother of the present Lord Douglas,
-who uniformly treated him with all the tender-
ness and regard of a parent. Educated in epis-

* It is but justice to observe that Earl Waldgrave, who
seems to have been a very honest man, alleges many things
in favour of the Duke of Cumberland, whose ¢ notions of
honour and generosity, he says, were worthy of a Prince,”
though he allows that he was ¢ too much guided by his
passions, which were often violent and ungovernable,” and
that he was not qualified for ¢ interfering in the affairs of
civil government.”— The commonly received account, how-
ever, and the character of the Earl are reconcileable with
each other. It may be observed in passing, that the Earl
speaks much more favourably of George the Second than
he does of his successor, when under his charge.
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copalian and jacobite principles, on the first
intelligence of the landing of Prince Charles
Edward, he made his escape from Edinburgh to
Duncrub, the seat of Lord Rollo, near Perth,
where he waited the arrival of the Prince in that
town, and was one of the first of the Low-country
gentlemen who flocked to his standard. By the
Misses Rollo, his relations, he was introduced to
the Duke of Perth and Lord George Murray,
the leaders of the rebel army, the latter of whom
invited him to become his aid-de-camp, an invit-
ation which he accepted. He acted for a con-
siderable period in that capacity, and also as
assistant aid-de-camp to the Prince himself.
From the Prince he received a captain’s com-
mission, immediately after the battle of Preston-
pans, and worn out with the incessant hardships
of his situation of aid-de-camp, that hardly left
him one hour in the four-and-twenty for repose,
he immediately began to raise a company, with
which, when completed, he joined the Duke of
Perth’s regiment. He bore a part in all the
movements of the rebel army, and after the
battle of Culloden, remained for some time in
concealment in different places in the North,
and then proceeded in disguise to Edinburgh,
where he again remained for some time con-
cealed in the house of Lady Jane Douglas at
Drumshugh. He made his escape from Scot-
land to England, in the disguise of a Scots pedlar,
and after remaining some time in London, he
embarked with Lady Jane Douglas at Harwich,
5
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for Holland. It was his intention, on first
reaching the continent, to proceed to Russia,
where, by means of two uncles, Generals Hewit
and Douglas, who possessed great influence in
that country, he could have established himself
‘to advantage; but he allowed himself to be
persuaded to go to Paris, where he was buoyed
up for some years with hopes of another expedi-
tion to Scotland. He obtained a share in the
fund set apart by the government for Scots
exiles, but, tired of an inactive life, he entered
the French service, and was sent.to the French
possessions in North America, from which he
returned to France on the conquest of these
possessions by the English.

The Chevalier de Johnstone seems to have
been a man of an open, decided, and rather
impetuous character. By his mother he had
been much indulged, and the Jacobites of that
day, like the Cavaliers, of whom they were the
descendants, willingly excluded whatever par-
took of restraint on enjoyment, or temperance of
any kind, from their code of morality. His
youth, he tells us, had been stormy, and Lady
Jane Douglas urged his father to allow him to
gratity his wish to pay a visit to his uncles in
Russia when he was under twenty years of age,
as it would withdraw him for a time from his dis-
solute companions. In his concealment in the
house of Lady Jane Douglas, he first acquired a
taste for reading, which he retained during the
rest of his life. 'That he was a man of talents
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and of an amiable disposition is proved by the
confidence which he successively enjoyed, of
MM. des Herbiers and the Count de Raimond,
governors of the island of Cape-Breton, and
MM. de Levis and Montcalm, the commanders of
the forces in Canada, to whom he acted as aide-
de-camp, and who entertained for him a warm
friendship. By the death of his friends and pro-
tectors, or some unfortunate accident or other,
‘the cup of preferment seems to have always been
dashed from his lips the moment he was on the
point of tasting it ; and he was left to languish
in comfortless poverty, with the prospect of dying
in want of the necessaries of life, notwithstanding
the most meritorious services to his adopted
country, where the most degrading petticoat in-
fluence then regulated the disposal of almost
every public employment, and where corruption
and profligacy reigned in their most foul and
disgusting forms. *

* When Lord Stormonth was our ambassador at the court
of France, the Chevalier revisited Scotland for the purpose
of examining into the rights of an estate to which he laid
claim, and brought with him a letter of recommendation
from his Lordship to a professional gentleman in Edinburgh.
Mr. Young, to whom the Editor is indebted for so much va-
Iuable information, had then frequent opportunities of seeing
and conversing with the Chevalier. From Mr. Young’s descrip-
tion it appears that he was little and slight in his person,
and that from his manners and appearance, a stranger would
have pronounced him less fit for the camp than the drawing-
room. But the French officer of former days valued himself
more on certain fashionable accomplishments than was

d
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The Memoirs appear, from circumstances al-
‘luded to in them, such as a recent financial
measure of the Abbé Terray, to have been
written shortly after the return of the author to
France. From the interval which had elapsed
betweenthe Rebellion and their composition, and
his absence from his native country, the author
has occasionally fallen into unavoidable inac-
curacy with respect to minor matters. But
his impressions, with respect to all the great
transactions of the Rebellion are clear and
strong ; and on many of them, such as the
retreat from Derby, the meeting of the van-
quished Highlanders at Ruthven, and the deser-
tion of Prince Charles, he throws a valuable
light. From the confidential situation he filled,
he had good opportunities of knowing the cha-
racters of the leading personages in the Rebel-
lion ; and his portraits bear every mark of pene-
tration, candour, and impartiality. The future
historian of this period cannot, with a due regard
to truth, pourtray Prince Charles Edward, Lord
George Murray, or the Duke of Perth, as they
actually were, without availing himself of the
assistance of our «uthor. His account, too, of
the French service in the reign of Louis XV,,
towards the conclusion of the work, is by no
means the least valuable part of it. -

thought consistent with military hardihood in this country;
and it is to be remembered that the Chevalier had long
been accustomed only to French society.
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It can hardly be necessary to apologise to the
Scots Presbyterians, of the present day, for the
harsh manner in which the author speaks of their
fathers. Itis difficult, in our times, to form any
idea of the animosity which the episcopalians
and presbyterians formerly bore towards each
other. The author merely speaks the common
language of his party. - Take, for instance, the
following passage, out of thousands of the same
description, in the Rehearsals, a periodical work
which first appeared in 1704, 1705, 1706, 1707,
and 1708, and was republished so late as 1750,
written by Mr. Lesley, an eminent non-juring
clergyman, possessed of great talents, the author
of many other political and controversial tracts,
during the reigns of King William and Queen
Anne, and the intimate friend of Dr. King:—
¢« It has been an old observation, that wherever
presbytery was established, there witchcaft and
adultery were particulrrly rampant. As one
said of Scotland, in the days of presbytery,
they burn all the old women for witches, and
keep the young ones for w s. The records
of the stools of repentance in Scotland would
astonish you, where such multitudes of° men
and women come daily to make their show for
adultery and fornication, that it has almost
ceased to be a shame; and those so inclined
go thither to know where they may find their
game, which has so increased, that the com-
mision of the General Assembly there have
this very month petitioned the Parliament to help -
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them in particular against the abominable sin of
adultery, which does much abound, say they in
their said petition. Witcheraft is a spiritual
adultery, and the carnal commonly accompanies
it; and rebellion is called witcheraft. And it
is particularly remarkable of presbytery, that it
never came yet into any country upon the face
of the earth but by rebellion : —that mark lies
upon it.”>  How furious the spirit of animosity
must have been when a man of education, cha-
racter, and talents, could so far lay aside every
thing like candour and Christian charity, as to
stain his pages with such abominable ribaldry !
But this was greedily swallowed by the high
church party of those days.

¢« The tree is known by his fruit.”” The Pres-
byterians may now triumphantly appeal to that
test. Whatever else the alliance between church
and state produces, experience has proved that
it certainly does not tend to improve the morals
and character of a people. The long ladder of
church preferment may secure to the state a
trusty band of dependents, ready for every po-
litical emergency ; but, alas! the steps of that
ladder are not mounted by labouring in the
vineyard of the Lord. The aristocracy may
deem themselves unable to provide for their
younger sons without rich livings, and rich liv-
ings are incompatible with presbyterian equality ;
and, therefore, both the crown and the aris-
tocracy may find their account in the present
state of the church of England; but to the
power of the crown and the convenience of the
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aristocracy, the moral and religious improve-
ment of the English people is sacrificed.

In Scotland the mass of the population has
been gradually raised from the lowest depth of
degradation by presbytery, and the institutions
which it set on foot and still watches over, to a
proud elevation among the people of the British
empire. Wherever, indeed, the Presbyterian
system has been established,—in Seotland, in
the north of Ireland, in Holland, Germany, and
Switzerland, or in the wilds of North America, —
it has uniformly been accompanied by a marked
elevation of character. It unites the people with
the church, and the church with the people.
When a church is viewed as something separate
and distinct from a people, and the people as
existing for the church rather than the church
for the people, the splendour of a hierarchy
will naturally be thought to outweigh every other
consideration. The absence of that splendour
may diminish the attractions of a presbyterian
church in the eyes of the higher ranks, and pre-
vent them from viewing its ministry as a suitable
employment for their children: there is in this
nothing to be regretted. The great body of
the people identify themselves with presbytery ;
the humblest individual feels himself something
under it, and raised in his own eyes, (and no
virtue can exist without such respect) ; the grand
foundation on which the structure of society
rests becomes thus firm and solid, and may even
bid defiance, as in Scotland, to a heartless poli-
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tical profligacy and corruption in the upper
ranks of life, the result of a most defective civil
constitution, which would overwhelm another
nation. ‘There is the best evidence for stating,
that, notwithstanding the fight which the Re-
formed Church of Scotland had carried on
against vice and immorality, the Scots, during
the time of the civil wars, were still greatly be-
neath the English in character. It appears
from Letters from Scotland, in Whitlock, in
November, 1652, ‘“that at the assizes in Scotland
1000 appeared before the Judges, accused for
adulteries and other crimes.”” — The Discourses
on the affairs of Scotland of the patriotic Fletcher
exhibit a state of things which seems almost in-
credible in our days. But the complete esta-
blishment of presbytery soon began to produce
its effects ; and, as has been well observed by an
able writer, ¢ the Scotch, who in one century
were the most unprincipled and desperate ma-
rauders, were in the next examples of sobriety
and peace.”

It is not meant to defend the intolerance with
which the Presbyterians, as well as other sects,
were chargeable, nor. to vindicate the foolish
union with the Cavaliers, which brought back
the Stuarts without limitations, and inundated
the island with a flood of evils, from which the
Revolution could not free it. Peace be to their
errors! The austerity, too, of the Presbyterians
may- seem to throw an unnecessary gloom over
human life; and it cannot be denied that they
formerly carried their hatred of pleasure to an



INTRODUCTION, Ixxi

unwarrantable excess; but the open profligacy
of their opponents, of the mischiefs of which they
had seen such abundant proofs, the keen struggle
which they solong maintained, and their almost
unparalleled sufferings, could hardly fail to throw
them into the extreme of self-denial. To these
times succeeded others of a different. com-
plexion, in which nature asserted her dominion
over the Presbyterians, and their austerity has
long ceased to pass the bounds of propriety.
The writer of these observations, whose infancy
and early youth were passed among Presby-
terians, still more strict than those of the estab-
lished church of Scotland, once thought many of
their observances an inconvenient and unneces-
sary restraint. But when he calls to mind the
cheerfulness possessed by the working classes of
Scotland, their kind and social disposition, their
festivity and their general happiness, and reflects
at the same time on. the benefits derived from
habits of early restraint in after-life, the mis-
chiefs of indulgence, and that obstacles in the
way of enjoyment tend often to enhance its
value, laying all other considerations aside, he
is inclined to doubt whether even the mass of
worldly happiness is not increased by what may
seem, at first sight, an unnecessary abridgement
of it. The native of Scotland, who visits other
countries, will often, like Bruce in Abyssinia*,
when viewing the men around him, and their

* See his Reflections on discovering the Source of the
Nile. :
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MEMOIRS

OF

THE REBELLION OF 1745,
&e. &e.

Prixce Charles Edward Stuart, grandson of’
James the Second, who was dethroned in 1688,
unable to support any longer the endless delays
in the embarkation of the troops, destined by
the court of France for an invasion of Scotland,
at length formed the resolution* of repairing

* In a letter from the historian Hume, to Sir John Pringle,
dated 10th of February, 1773, and published in the Gentle-
. man’s Magazine for May, 1788, some circumstances are stated
which, if true, give no very high idea of the resolution of
Charles, in entering on this expedition. After quoting the opi-
nions of Lord Mareschal, and Helvetius (in whose househe was
concealed nearly two years), as to the worthlessness of his
character, opinions which s0 many accounts serve to confirm,
Mr. Hume, in relating a conversation which he had with Hel-
vetius at Paris, makes the French philosopher say, ¢-I have
been assured, when he went down to Nantes to embark on
his expedition to Scotland, he took fright, and refused to go
on board ; and his attendants, thinking the matter gone too
far, and that they would be affronted for his c\owardice, carried

B
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secretly to that country, and throwing himself
into the arms of the Scotch. Their fidelity and
attachment to his family had been amply proved,
jn the different attempts made by them since the
Revolution, to replace the Stuarts on the
throne * ; and he entertained a hope of succeed-
ing in his enterprise by the efforts of his subjects
alone, without the assistance of foreign powers.
He embarked at Belleisle, on the 3dt of
July, 1745, on board a small frigatef, escorted

him in the night-time into the ship, pieds et mains lies.” —
It does not appear that Helvetius mentioned the authority
on which he made this statement. The attendants of Charles
were for the most part persons entitled to very little credit ;
and if Helvetius derived his information from them, it is of
small value. As, however, he was a man_of the highest ho-
nour, he would hardly have stated such a circumstance, had
it not been communicated to him by persons in whom he
himself reposed some degree of belief.

* The attachment to the house of Stuart was general
enly in the Highlands, which hardly contained one-eighth
part of the population of Scotland. — The Presbyterians of
the Low Country were, with very few exceptions, among
the most decided of the adherents of the Revolution; though
some of them might not yet be quite reconciled to the union
with England.

1+ In these memoirs the old style, which was used in this
countrym the period which they embrace, is always observed
in the different dates.

t Mr. Home states, that Charles left Nantes, on the 20th
of June, in a fishing-boat: went on board the Doutelle, a 3
frigate of sixteen guns, 4t St. Nazaire, and was joined by the
Elizabeth, near Belleisle.
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by the Elizabeth, a ship of sixty guns.” These
two vessels were armed and fitted out at the ex-
penseof Mr. Welsh, a merchant of Nantes, for the
conveyance of the Prince to Scotland ; but the
court of France afterwards reimbursed that indi-
vidual for all the expenses of the expedition. *
The Prince was only accompanied by seven
individuals, viz. the Duke of Athol f, attainted
and an exile since the year 1715; Macdonel,
an Irishman; Kelly, an Irishman, formerly se-
cretary to the Bishop of Rochester ; Sullivan,
an Irishman ; Sheridan, an Irishman, who had
been governor to the Prince; Macdonald, a
Scotsman ; Strickland, an Irishmant; and

* Mr. Home states, that Rutledge and Walch, two mer-
chants of Irish extraction, the sons of refugees who had fol-
lowed the fortune of James the Second, (the former settled
at Dunkirk, and the latter at Nantes,) having become ad-
venturers in privateering, had obtained from the court of
France a grant of an old man-of-war, of sixty guns; and
purchased a fg'gate of sixteen guns, which they were equip-
ping for a cruise in the North Seas, when Lord Clare, after-
wards Marshal Thomond, introduced them to Charles Stuart ;
and proposed that they should lend their ships to him for
this expedition. This they not only did, but furnished him
with all the money and arms they could procure. The sum
of money furnished by them to him amounted to 38001 ;
which was afterwards repaid by the old Pretender, by a bill
drawn upon John, Haliburton, at Dunkirk, in favour of Rut-
ledge. :

1 Generally. called Marquis of Tullibardine. He was not
Duke of Athol when he was attainted.

t Strickland is called an Englishman by Mr. Home ; who
includes among the attendants Buchanan, a messenger sent
to Rome, by Cardinal de Tencin.

B 2
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Michel, his valet-de-chambre, an Italian : a most
extraordinary band of followers, no doubt, when
we consider the daring enterprise on which they
were entering, which was no less than that of
attempting to wrest the crown of Great Britain
from the house of Hanover, that had been so
long in possession of it. Mr. Sullivan, who had
been aide-de-camp to Marshal de Maillebois, in
Italy, was the only individual of the suite who
possessed any knowledge of military affairs, The
other Irishmen, drawn into Scotland by the al-
lurement which the enterprise held out to them
of making their fortune, were extremely injurious
to the interests of the Prince, from the bad advice
they gave him ; and unfortunately they enjoyed
his full confidence. *

The Prince, having lost all hopes of landing

* If there is any ground for the charge, brought by Dr.
King against Sir Thomas Sheridan, the governor of Charles,
who, of all the Irish, would naturally have ymost influence
over him, we can have little difficulty in giving credit to the
above accusation ; in so far, at least, as regards that gen-
tleman. By way of acceunting for the great ignorance of
Charles, which surprised him much, considering the noble
opportunities he must always have had in Rome, ¢ that nur-
sery of all the elegant and liberal arts and sciences,” the
Doctor tells us: “ His governor was a Protestant, andJ am
apt to believe purposely neglected his education; of which it is
surmised he made a merit to the English ministry ; for Ze
was always supposed to be their pensioner.” —Lord George
Murray and several other respectable individuals, concerned
in the Rebelfion, in like manner attribute the ruin of the
cause to the bad advice given by him.
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in Scotland with. an army of regular troops,
ought, at least, to have been accompanied by
officers distinguished for their talents in the art
of war, well qualified to combine with judgment,
and conduct-with prudence, the operations of
the field ; possessing minds fertile in resources,
enlightened by experience, and capable of dis-
cerning and of turning to advantage every mo-
mentary success which fortune might present.
Officers of this description, at the head of his
army, and in his councils, would have rendered
the disembarkation of regular troops less neceg-
sary, and enabled him to avoid those faults w hich
eventually produced the ruin of his cause in
Scotland ; for this Prince, though he gained
battles, was never able to derive from them any
of the advantages to which they ought to have
led. It is certain that no general officer in
France would have refused to embark with the
Prince, in an enterprise so well calculated to
procure him instant celebrity throughout all
Europe, the attention of which was fixed on this
expedition. It was a rare opportunity for deve-
loping talents, forthe display of whichan opportu-
nity might never occur in a more numerous army.

The Elizabeth was attacked, in the latitude of
47° 57 about 39 leagues to the westward of the
Lizard-point, by the Lion, an® English man-of-
war, of sixty guns. The two vessels were of
the same force; and the fight was maintained,
with the utmost fury and obstinacy, for the
space of six hours, and until they were both so

B 3
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greatly disabled that they could hardly be kept
afloat. When the combat ceased, each vessel,
was obliged to consult its safety by endeavouring
to gain some port without delay. The Prince,
who in his little frigate beheld this obstinate
conflict, was extremely uneasy as to the result;
for the Elizabeth had on board a -considerable
quantity of arms and military stores; and he
ordered his vessel to advance under her stern,
for the purpose of ascertaining her real situation;
when he was informed that she had lost a great
number of men; that the captain and several
other officers were killed, besides many soldiers of
the regiment of Maurepas, who had volunteered
their service in the expedition; that the vessel
was so pierced with balls that she could with
difficulty be kept from sinking; and that they
would be obliged to put into the- first port of
France which they could reach, being totally
incapable of continuing the voyage. Thus the
Lion and the Elizabeth, equally shattered by the
combat, were obliged to regain their respective
coasts; and the Prince, in his frigate, continued
his, course for Scotland, where he landed at Loch
Sunart, on the 24th of July*, and took: up. his
quarters in the house of Mr. Macdonald of Km-
loch Moidart. There he was soon _]omed by
Cameron _of Lochiel, with his clan of Camerons;
by Macdonald of Clanrona}d with his clan of
Macdonalds’; by the clan of the - Stuarts ° of

» Accordmg to Mr. Home, Charles came to an anchor in
the bay of Lochnanuagh, between Moidart and Arisaig, and
landed at Boradale, on the 25th of July.
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Appin ; aud-by the clans of the Macdonalds of
Keppoch, Glengary, and Glencoe. The Mac-
donalds of Keppoch commenced hostilities in
their march to join him, by attacking two com-
panies of the Royal Scots; whom they made
prisoners, and presented to the Prince, as a
happy omen of his future success.

No positive information of the descent of the
Prince reached Edinburgh till the 8th of August;
when a courier, dispatched by Campbell of' Loch-
nell, with a letter to the magistrates of that city,
containing a circumstantial account of his pro-
gress from his first landing, was received.* As
'King George was then abroad in Hanover, the
Regency, which he had appointed to govern the
kingdom in his absence, issued orders to Sir John

* The first intelligence which reached Edinburgh of the
landing of Charles, was contained in a letter from Mr.
Campbell of Aird, steward to the Duke of Argyle, in Mull,
to Mr. Campbell of Stonefield, the sheriff-depute of Argyle-
shire, transmitted by him to the Lord Justice Clerk, then at
Roseneath, a seat of the Duke of Argyle, and by the Lord Jus-
tice Clerk to Sir John Cope; who received it on the morning
of the 8th of August. - Mr. Campbell of Aird says, in the
letter, — ¢ Any authority I have for this news is not to be
relied on, so as to give it credit on the whole; but that some
vessel is come to these parts, with strangers on board, is
probable.” = But, on the 9th of August, the Lord President
Yorbes called on Sir John Cope, with a letter he had just
received by express, “ from a gentleman of consequence in
the Highlands,” giving an account of the arrival of the ves-
sel; which information the President believed to be true.—
See Appendix to the Report of the Procecdings on Cope s
Trial; p. 114, 1135, 116.

B .4
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Cope, the commander-in-chief for Scotland, to
assemble, with the utmost diligence, all the regu-
lar troops in Scotland, and to march against the
Prince, without loss of time, in order to crush this
enterprise in its birth; and it is highly probable
that he would have succeeded, had he conducted
himself as he ought to have done. But he lost his
advantage over the enemy, by delaying, like Fa-
bius, (not indeed with the wisdom of Fabius,) to
come to an engagement, although his army was
far superior in number to that which he had to
encounter. Perhaps he hoped, that, by allowing
the Highland army to be joined by all the par-
tisans of the Prince, he would gain more honour
by their defeat, and render himself of more im-
portance to the court of London.*

* The Author has adopted an opinion respecting General
Cope’s conduct, which was pretty generally entertained both
in England and Scotland ; but which the evidence adduced
on his trial proves to have been utterly unfounded. F¥rom
the moment the Lord President Forbes showed him, on the
2d of July, a letter from a gentleman of consideration in the
Highlands, acquainting him with a report current there,
that the Pretender’s eldest son was to land somewhere in the
north of Scotiand, in the course of that summer, (though
both the gentleman in question and the Lord President held
the report to be groundless,) there appears in the - corre-
spondence between the General and the Secretary of State
a continual apprehension on the part of the former of inva-
sion and insurrection, with an anxiety to prepare and guard
against them; but every precaution which he suggested the
Regency declined taking. When certain intelligence of the
landing had been received, he instantly ordered all the dis-
posable troops to assemble with the utmost expedition ; and

A e S—— L e
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General Cope assembled his army at Stirling,
which was composed of the infantry regiments
of Lee, Lascelles, and Murray ; five companies

it being the opinion of the Lord President, the Lord Advo-
cate, and Solicitor General, whom he consulted, that the
Pretender’s son would not venture on the attempt without
encouragement to expect a considerable rising in his favour;
and ¢ that the most effectual way of putting a stop to wav-
ering people joining with the disaffected, so as to make a
formidable body, was immediately to march and stop their
progress,” he made dispositions for instantly marching into
the Highlands. He arrived at Stirling on the 19th of Au-
gust, and next day began his march to the north. The
circumstances which first delayed his departure, and after-
wards obliged him to shorten his marches, so as to prevent
his arrival at Dalwhinny before the 26th of August, by which
time the rebels were in possession of the mountain of Cor-
ryarrak, are detailed in the Report of the Enquiry into his
Conduct. He was obliged to carry with him twenty-one
days’ bread, as there was none to be had in the country the
army was to march through ; and though all the biscuit:the
bakers of Edinburgh and Leith had on hand was bought up,
and all the bakers there, as well as in Perth and Stirling,
were set to work night and day to provide bread, the neces-
sary quantity could not be procured before the 20th, and
part of it was only received at Amobrie, or Amilrie, on the
22d of August. Money for the subsistence of. the troops
was also necessary ; but though he wrote for it on 'the 8d of
August, he did not receive a letter of credit till the 17th.
The troops were stopped in their march every day for want
of horses for the bread and baggage ; as, from there being
few enclosures on the way, it was necessary to graze the
horses in the open country, and the drivers carried them off
in the night-time. All these circumstances, however aston-
ishing they may seem in the present day, were clearly es-
tablished by a number of respectable witnesses on the trial.

4
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of a Highland regiment, and two companies of
Guise’s regiment, and Gardner’s and Hamilton’s
regiments of dragoons : he had six field-pieces,
and two mortars. * With this army he set out
for Stirling, in obedience to the orders received
by him from the Regency, in order to make
head against the Prince. But,- as there are
several roads to the north of Scotland, he chose
that-which goes along the eastern coast ; whilst
the Prince, having certain information of the"
rout taken by General Cope, made choice of the
road across  the mountains, by Blair of Athol,
by which he reached the low country ; adroitly
contriving to leave the English army behind
him. t. Thus General Cope constantly directing

* Sir John Cope, as we have already stated, left Stirling
on the 20th. He took no cavalry with him. He began his
march with twenty-five companies of foot, in all about 1400
men, four field-pieces, (ene-and-a-half pounders,) and four
cohorns.

4 Sir John Cope set -out, along the Highland road, to
Fort Augustus. On the 21st he halted at Crief; on the 22d
he reached Amobrie, or Amilrie; the 23d Taybridge; the
24th Trinifuir ; the 25th Dalnacardoch; and on the 26th
Dalwhinnie. At Dalnacardoch he received information that
the rebels intended to wait for him at a pass on Corryarrak,
an immense mountain directly in the way to Fort Augustus,
full of difficult places; and at Dalwhinnie he received an
express from Lord President Forbes, confirming the ac-
count, and warning him of the danger of an engagement in
such a situation. Captain Sweetnam, who had been taken
prisoner by the rebels on the 14th of August, and left them
on the 21st, informed Sir John that their numbers then
amounted to 1400; that, on his way, he met several parties
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his march to the north, and the Prince to the
south, by two different roads, it was impossible
they could ever meet.

proceeding to join them; and that on the 25th he was in-
formed they were then 3000 strong; though, as it turned
out, this last piece of information was erroneous, the Lord
President having ascertained, by three different reckonings,
made while they were on their march to Snugborough, that
they only amounted to between 1800 and 1900. As Sir
John's army did not exceed 1400 effective men ; and the
enemy, by breaking down a bridge over a deep hollow, and
posting bodies of men in diﬂ‘erent places, could keep up a
destructive fire on him, if he attempted to pass, he called a
council of war, of the colonels, field-officers, and com-
manders of corps, on the morning of the 27th, who were
unanimously of opinion that the road to Fort Augustus, by
the Corryarrak, was ¢ impracticable, without exposing the
troops to be cut to pieces:” that to return to Stirling would
encourage the disaffected in the north, who had not yet
taken up arms, and would be dangerous on account of its
distance, should the disaffected behind them have broken
down the bridges, or the enemy get before them, by short
cuts across the country, which would expose them to certain
destruction in the narrow defiles ; and that it would be more
expedient to march to-Inverness. Accordingly Sir John
faced about, at a place called Blarigg Beg, where the road
to Inverness leaves the inilitary road ; — and the enemy, who
immediately learned from a deserter that he had turned his
back on them, having deliberated whether they should pur-
sue him, or get between him and Inverness by cutting
across the country, or proceed southwards, chose the latter
alternative, with the view of obtaining possession of Edin-
burgh before his return from the north.

It may be said, as Sir John was, or ought to have been,
acquainted with the nature of the road, and therefore knew
the impossibility of forcing the passes of Corryarrak, if in
the possession of the enemy, with so small an. army, why
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On the 5th of September, the Prince arrived
at Perth, where the Highlands begin to extend

did he thus expose himself to the alternative of being
either cut to pieces, or of turning his back on the enemy?
— But he had express orders from the Secretary of State
to march with the utmost expedition to the north; a
-measure which had been suggested by the authorities
of Scotland, and which, if executed in time, that is,
before the enemy could have collected any considerable
force and marched on Corryarrak, might have crushed the
rebellion in its commencement. The delays in obtaining
provisions, and the want of that assistance from the country
on his march, which he had been led to expect, completely
frustrated the object he had in view. It is very much,
however, to be questioned, whether, as the English army was
then constituted, any other general could have advanced
with greater dispatch than General Cope did. 1t is to be
borne in mind, that the Rebellion commenced in the West
Highlands, and that he could only advance through the
heart of the Highlands. In this respect he was placed in a
very different situation from that of the Duke of Cumberland,
who, when he afterwards proceeded to the north, marched
by the coast road, which is no where far from the sea; and
a number of transports, laden with provisions and ammuni-
tion, &c. attended his army in their route. f
Mr. Home seems to think that the Board of General
Officers, who examined into the conduct of Sir John Cope,
was too easily satisfied : — ¢ The Jacobites,” he says, ¢ some
of whom are still alive, gave a very different account of the
matter, which agrees much better with what really hap-
pened. The Pretender’s friends at Edinburgh, informed of
the difficulties under which Charles laboured for want of
money, were very apprehensive that he would not be able to
teep the Highlanders together, if Sir John Cope remained
t Stirling with his army, and confined the rebels to the
north ; but they were persuaded that if he marched his army
into the Highlands, Charles, with his Highlanders, might
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to the west and north-west, a town about nine

‘

find an opportunity of fighting him with advantage ; or might
give him the slip, and fall .down into the Low Country.
« '« 4« .. SirJohn Cope, they knew, had no opinions
of his own, and was very: ready to borrow those of other
people: so they contrived that he should be told, by some of
the talking people who had access to him, that nothing was
so favourable to the Pretender as the inactivity of the com-
mander-in-chief, who kept his troops at Stirling, and allowed
the Highlanders to assemble without molestation; whereas,
if he should march his army intothe Highlands, the rebels
would be obliged to disperse, for they were not in a con-
dition to give him battle. ~This sort of language, held often
in Sir John Cope’s presence, made such an’ impression upon
him that he sent an express to London, with the proposal of
marching into the Highlands, which the Lords Justices
highly approved, and ordered him to march, in terms more
positive than the General desired.”

But, with all due deference .to so high an authority, this
account is by no means borne out by facts. Sir John
formed the resolution of marchmg northwards, on the advice
of Lord President Forbes; whose eminent services in the
Rebellion havé always been allowed ; who was generally sup-
posed to be better acquainted with the Highlands than any
of the men who then filled offices of authority in Scotand,
and of whom, indeed, it has often been confidently said,
by very able persons, that the Rebellion would, in all pro-
bability, have béen successful, had ‘it not been for his mea-
sures.: The same advice was given by the Lord Advocate,
Solicitor General, and other servants of the crown, at Edin-
burgh, whom it was his duty to consult. © The Lord President
expressly says, in his examination before the Board, that
« whatever advice'was given to Sir John by his Lordship-and
the rest of the King’s servants, as far as came to his Lord-
ship’s knowledge, was observed by Sir John with great dili-
gence. -That on the 11th of August he wrote a letter, from
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leagues * from Edinburgh. There he immedi-
ately proclaimed his father, James the Third,

the Blair of Athol, to Sir John Cope, acquainting him that the
Duke of Athol had made a disposition for raising all his te-
nants that he could depend upon; and expressing his hopes
that other well-affected lords would do the like ; and, therefore,
putting Sir John in mind of carrying arms with him to put into
their hands. Further he did give it as his opinion, that Sir
John Cope would be joined by a greater number of clans
than what have since been found to have actually joined him ;
and he doubts not, but that was the reason that induced
Sir John Cope to march northwards; which the Lord Pre-
sident says ke also advised.” — Surely it will not be pre-
tended that President Forbes was a mere talker ; or that the
opinion of a man who took the lead in all affairs relating to
Scotland, for the greater part of half a century, and who
was known to have even displayed considerable military
knowledge in 1715, ought not to have had the greatest
" weight with Sir John. This sort of language would natu-
rally enough be welcome in the jacobite parties in Edinburgh,
and might gratify the million, who are always but too apt to
judge of measures by their results. But a historian, in the
discharge of his solemn duty, ought to weigh the evidence
carefully before he pronounces so severe a sentence. It
may or may not have been wise to march into the north:
but the measure was recommended by those who were ge-
nerally accounted wise men ; and it is* difficult to see how
Sir John could refuse adopting it. 3 ‘
This much is due'to the memory of a general, who, though
the theme of many a sarcastic song, seems to have been a
meritorious officer, and certainly one of the ablest of the
military men to whom the safety of the country was then
entrusted. President Forbes always considered him as one
of the best of the English officers.
* Perth is forty English miles from Edinburgh; which, in
ordinary Erench leagues of 25 to the degree, would amount
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King of Great Britain; and published a mani.-
festo, and, at the same time, the commission
appointing him Regent of the kingdom : both of
them dated from Rome. On his arrival at Perth
he.had not above a thousand followers*; but
the day after he was joined by the Duke of Perth,
with a part of his vassals ; Lord George Murray,
with a part of the vassals of his brother the Duke
of Athol; and likewise by Lord Nairn, and se-
veral other persons of distinction ; who attached
themselves to his fortunes. On the7th he sent
a detachment to Dundee, a town situated about

to between 14 and 15. But at the period of the Rebellion
- a great degree of confusion existed in Scotland on the sub-
ject of miles; by which sometimes the English mile, but
more generally the Scotch mile of’ 40 to. the degree, was
understood. The author, in estimating his distances in
leagues, has generally, in converting the miles, supposed
them to have been English, when they were Scotch.

. A detachment of Charles’s army entered Perth on the 3d;
and he himself, with the rest of his troops, entered it on
the 4th. NINRE: %

* This account of the Pretender’s force at Perth is much
too low. When he erected his standard on-the 19th, at
Glenfinnin, he had about 1000 men. On the 21st he is said
to have had 1400. The Lord President sent three different
persons among the rebels, (unacquainted with their respective
commissions,) who counted them on their march to Snug-
borough, and on their return gave separite accounts,
agreeing in the main, the lowest being 1822, and the highest -
1880. The Lord Justice Clerk, in his letter to Lord Twee-
dale, of the 16th of September, says they were counted at
Blair in Athol, on the 1st of September, ¢ and were not then
2000 men.”
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four leagues from Perth *, to proclaim his father
as king.

As soon as the news of the Prince’s landing
was confirmed at Edinburgh, I immediately re-
paired to the house of Lord Rollo, a Scots peer,
the father-in-law of my sister, to wait the arrival
of the Prince at Perth, which is about a league
from his mansion ; and on the sixth of Septem-
ber T left it to join the Prince,’ accompanied by
the two Misses Rollo, who presented me to their
relations, the Duke of Perth t, and Lord George
Murray. On my arrival at Perth, I was greatly
surprised to find so few followers with the Prince,
as public report at Edinburgh had increased them
to a prodigious number. The Prince having ap-
pointed Lord George and the Duke of Perth his
lieutenant-generals, Lord George proposed that
I should be his aide-de-camp, which proposal I
accepted, and began immediately to enter on
the exercise of the duties attached to the situ-
ation. And as the Prince had then only one
aide-de-camp, Mr. Maclaughlan, he employed
me as much as Lord George himself did ; so
that, night and day, my occupations were in-
cessant, and I could scarcely find time to sleep
two hours in the four-and-twenty.

The conduct of Sir John Cope was the more
inconceivable, as he was generally looked upon
in England as an experienced general; and he

* Dundee is twenty-two.miles from Perth. -~
+ James Drummond, commonly called Duke of Perth.
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had distinguished himself very much in Flanders.
There is an arm of the sea at Leith, the port of
Edinburgh, from two to three leagues in breadth,

which becomes gradually narrower till we reach
the town of Alloa, five leagues * west of Edin-
burgh, where it terminates in the mouth of the
river Forth. The magistrates of Edinburgh had
taken the precaution to withdraw all the ships
and boats of every description to Leith, thereby
depriving the Prince of all means of crossing
this arm of the sea; so that General Cope, in
order to prevent him from penetrating to the
south, had only to throw up entrenchments at
‘the fords, near the town of Stirling, where all
the great roads from the Highlands meet, which
would have enabled him to oppose successfully
‘the passage of the river.t Stirling is situated at

* Alloa is twenty-seven niles from Edinburgh.

1 This is not the opinion of the author alone. — Mr. Home,
. in a passage already cited, states, that ¢ The Pretender’s
friends at Edinb'urgh, informed of the difficulties under which
Charles laboured for want of money, were very apprehensive
that he would not be able to keep the Highlanders together,
if Sir John Cope remained at Stirling with his army; and
confined the rebels to the North.” — In a letter from Lord
Milton, the Lord Justice Clerk, to the Secretary of State,
of the 16th of September, in the Appendix to Mr. Home's
History, it is also said, ¢ What would have been more easy
than for Sir John Cope to have remained at Stirling, till he
had got -a greater number of Highlanders than the rebel
army, from the Campbells alone, who lay nearest to him?
And then he had Highlanders against Highlanders, and his
regular troops into the bargain; and might safely have
marched where he pleased.” — It is to be borne in mind,

C
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the distance of seven leagues from Edinburgh,
one league and a half from Alloa, and . half a
league from the chain of mountains that stretch

.

however, that this opinion of Lord Milton is pronounced
after Edinburgh was in the possession of the Pretender ; and
there is no evidence, in the earlier part of the correspon-
dence between his Lordship and the Secretary of State, that
he disapproved of the plan of marching northwards with
such troops as could be spared, till the result of the enter-
prise was known, though the plan was communicated to him
by Lord Tweedale. - How far the apprehensions of the
Jacobites as to the impossibility of keeping the Highlanders
together for want of money, if Sir John Cope remained at
Stirling, were well or ill-founded, is a question which it is
difficult now to determine. There is reason, however, for
suspecting that these apprehensions were not founded in
any correct knowledge of the nature of Highland troops in
‘those days. The great difficulty was to keep them together,
not without money, but with money. Montrose, with a
handful of raw; ill-armed Highlanders, destitute of almost
‘every thing, advanced against a superior force of 6000 men;
under Lord Elcho, at Perth, which he soon defeated; but
after his successes, his soldiers esteeming the smallest acqui-
“sition inexhaustible riches, deserted in great numbers to
'secure their treasures. The same thing happened uniformly
in the course of the rebellion of 1745. Whenever the sol-
diers obtained any thing which they deemed of value, they
always went home to their own country with it..

But the idea of throwing up entrenchments on the Forth
to prevent the Highlanders from penetrating into the Low
Country, seems altogether visionary. Between the Friths of
Forth and Clyde, there is a large space which cannot pos-
sibly be defended without a very considerable force. The
river Forth is even fordable in several places, and such nimble
‘troops as the Highlanders could have had little difficulty in
giving the king’s small army the slip, and crossing at one or
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to the north and north-west of Scotland.* There
is a stone bridge across the river, but it is com-
manded by the guns of the castle ; and General
‘Cope might have shut up the Prince in the
mountains, by merely remaining with his army
at Stirling. The position was central, and very
advantageous for covering Edinburgh, an object
of which he never ought to have lost sight ;
because it was obvious the great object of the
Prince would be, to endeavour to become master
.of the capital of Scotland, that, by inspiring his
friends with confidence, he might induce them
to declare themselves openly in his favour. It
is an incontrovertible axiom, and one which
ought to serve as a rule of conduct in military
operations, that whatever is to our advantage, is
contrary to-that of our enemy ; and whatever is
to the advantage of the enemy, is contrary to

other of the fords, in spite of their utmost vigilance. Itisa
maxim now agreed on by all military writers, that the pas-
.sage of rivers cannot possibly be prevented, if the general
who.attempts it has the least skill or-enterprise. The most
approved rule, for the conduct of a general who has to
defend a,river, is-that given by Frederick of Prussia, of
stationing himself, with his whole army, within a day’s march
of the river, and. at.an equal distance from the points which
‘he.supposes will-be forced ; that he.may be able, on the first
intelligence, to attack the party:that shall have passed the
river, with a superior force. But was the superiority of
strength such, in General Cope’s case, as to insure him a
certainty of success, had he made such an attack ?

* Stirling is about thirty miles from Edinburgh.

c 2
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ours; and that our enemy pursues what is for his
advantage with as much eagerness as that with
which we pursue what we conceive to be for our .
advantage. — Hence we may often form a just
conclusion as to the designs of the enemy, by
supposing ourselves in his position, and by care-
fully examining what we should do in a similar
situation, provided the enemy acts according to
the principles of the, art of war; for if the
general opposed to us is ignorant of his profes-
sion, even a Marshal Turenne would be as much
puzzled to divine his intentions as the most m-
experienced soldier.

By shutting up the Prince in the mountains,
“General Cope would have prevented him from
performing any of those brilliant achievements
which were so essential, in the beginning of his
enterprise, to insure its success; and the Prince
would never have attempted to pass the river by
force, had entrenchments, lined with field-ar-
tillery, been thrown up at all the fords. * To

* So far from General Cope having it in his power to
fortify so many entrenchments, he says, in hisletter to Lord
Tweedale, of the 8d of August,—“If I come to want to
make use of a field-train, or any artillery at all, we have not
any gunoers for that purpose.” He was obliged to leave
“Edinburgh with the show only. of some artillery ; and even
at the battle of Preston Pans, the few cannon-shot that were
discharged were fired by Lieutenant-colonel Whiteford alone.
When Sir John marched northwards, there was only one old
gunner in the castle of Edinburgh, and three Scots soldiers
of the invalids, who served as matrosses, and who, with six
gunners borrowed from the men-of-war, were employed in

the battle of Preston Pans; but they ran away with the
powder-flasks in the beginning of the action.
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pass the river secretly, by ascending towards its
source, was hardly possible,” as he would then
have been obliged to go through the ‘country of
the Campbells, a clan of Highlanders extremely
numerous, of whom the Duke of Argyle was
the chief, the implacable enemies of the house
of  Stuart.* General Cope had also two regi-
ments under him; and by means of dragoons,
posts, and patrols, it was easy for him to obtain
early information of every thing that occurred
within three or four leagues of his camp at
Stirling. And, supposing even that the Prince
had effected his passage, General Cope could
still have advanced and given him battle, with
every possible advantage, and without losing his
position between him and Edinburgh. If the
Prince’s army had advanced by the roads leading
to the fords, as it certainly would, all that Ge-
neral Cope had to do was, when the Prince was
so near that he could not possibly escape, to

* At the breaking out of the Rebellion, the Campbells
{who being a Whig Clan obeyed the dlsarmmg act) weré
without arms.— The Marquis of Tweedale, in a letter of the
1st of August, informs general Cope, that 5000 stand of arms
were to be sent down to Scotland ; and that, should the
Duke of Argyle desire it, some of them might be delivered
to him. On the 6th, Sir John wrote to the Duke of Argyle
to that effect. The Duke acquainted Sir John, when he
came to Edinburgh, that till the Government made it lawful
for him, he durst not even defend himself. It was hardly
possible, therefore, that the Duke of Argyle could receive
arms in sufficient quantity, and in sufficient time, to enable
him to stop the advance of the Pretender. :

¢S
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pass Stirling bridge with his army, and fall
suddenly on the Highlanders, whilst they were
employed in examining the fords. The result
of the combat could not have been doubtful ;
General Cope having from three to four thousand
regular troops, against twelve or fifteen hundred
undisciplined mountaineers.* But thirty or
forty leagues of country were now interposed
between . the two armies, and General Cope,
either from ignorance in the art of war, notwith-

* The correspondence between Sir John Cope and the
Secretary of State, previous to his advance to the Noth,
sufficiently proves how small the number of men at his dis-
posal actually was. The whole of the king’s army in Scot-
land consisted of three battalions and a half of infantry, and
two regiments of cavalry; both the horse and foot being
the youngest regiments of the army, with the exception of
Guise’s regiment, which was dispersed in the forts and bar-
racks in the North. Besides these there were nine additional
companies, lately raised for the Scots’ regiments serving
abroad ; and several companies, almost complete, of Lord
Loudon’s Highland regiment, for which the levies were going
on all over the North. Two of the nine additional compa-
nies had fallen into the hands of the rebels on the 16th of
August, on their way from Fort Augustus to Fort William ;
and most of the other companies, from previous draughting,
did not contain more than twenty.five men each. Lord
Loudon’s men were scattered about in the North, and had
not received their arms. After the utmost exertions of Ge-
neral Cope in collecting together an army, he could not
procure more than 1400 infantry by the 20th ; and the battle
of Preston Pans was fought with 2100 men of all arms. So
very far was General Cope’s forces from being either so nu-
merous or so formidable as the author would lead us to be-
lieve!
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standing the reputation he had acquired, which
we frequently find to be ill-founded, or from
policy, or from bad intentions towards the
government, instead of crushing the Prince in
his outset, permitted an enterprise, the rapid
and astonishing progress of which surprised, and
fixed the attention of all the Powers of Europe,
to gain strength and vigour ; whilst he himself
became the victim of his ignorance or his policy,
as usually happens in similar cases. Thus the
Prince, with a small and contemptible number
of Highlanders, shook the throne of Great Bri-
tain; and was on the point of being crowned
at London. He kept his ground against the
whole force of England strengthened by the
addition of the Hessian and Dutch troops; and
gained several battles against disciplined armies
much superior in number to his own*: a cir-

* The numbers were in no engagement muck superior to
his own, and sometimes a little inferior: and the Highlanders
were not altogether without discipline, however rude it might
seem.— The author afterwards, in his account of the High-
land mode of fighting, explains the cause of their success ;
and small armies, composed of men of hardy habits, inured
to fighting from their earliest youth, and individually braver
and more enterprising than the peaceful peasantry or off-
scourings of towns, from which the armies of civilized states
are taken, will, in many situations, defeat an equal or evena
greater number of regular troops, armed and. disciplined in
the modern manner. Discipline is essentially necessary to
a large army; but the want of it is not of such material
consequence to a small one.— The defeats of 1745 are by no
means unparallelled, either in the history of this country or
in that of others. The Highlanders had, several times before,

-c 4 :

Fres
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cumstance unparalleled in history, and which
posterity will scarcely believe.

The Prince set out from Perth on the 11th of
September, and on the 18th crossed the Forth,
at the ford of the Frew, about four miles from
Stirling.  On the evening of the 14th, our army
reached the neighbourhood of Corstorphin, a
village about half a league from Edinburgh, and
passed the night in a field at Gray’s Mill, where
the Prince lodged in the miller’s cottage.*
While remaining there, deputies arrived from
the city, to treat about a capitulation ; to whom
the Prince replied, that he could not treat with
his subjects. However, matters were soon ar-
ranged, and next morning the Prince was con-

by their victories over regular troops, been on the point of
overturning the government. The warlike tribes on the fron-
tiers of Austria and Russia have frequently defeated superior
bodies of regulars; and a British force was defeated near
Alexandria, by Albanians, 4 people in habits and discipline
very much akin to the Highlanders of 1745, not many years
ago. We have a recent instance of a defeat, in the Persian
gulph, of a detachment of our Indian army, officered by
Britons, and possessed of artillery, by the Wachabite Arabs,
whose swords the Sepoys durst not encounter.

* Costorphin is about three miles from Edinburgh. The
Prince lodged in the house of Mr. David Wright, tacksman,
of Gray’s Mill. The author is mistaken as to the date. The
Highland army were quartered in Falkirk on the night of the
14th : and the Prince himself passed that night at Callender,
the seat of the Earl of Kilmarnock. On the night between
the 15th and 16th, ‘the Highlanders took post on a rising
ground, near the twelfth mile-stone from Edinburgh. The
night of the 16th was passed at Gray’s Mill; and about five

oclock on the morning of the 17th, the rebels entered
Edinburgh.
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ducted to Holyrood House, the palace of his
ancestors, at the end of the suburbs, amidst the
acclamations of an immense crowd, whom curi-
osity had brought to meet him a quarter of a
league from the city. It was a new sight, Scot-
land having been deprived of the presence of
its kings since the Revolution; and indeed they
had seldom visited it since the union of the two
crowns under James the First, son of the un-
fortunate Mary Stuart. The next day King
James was proclaimed at Edinburgh, and the
Prince declared Regent to govern the kingdom,
in the absence of his father, at Rome.

General Cope arrived, on the 11th of Sep-
tember, at Aberdeen, a city thirty leagues north
from Edinburgh: and having embarked his
army, in order to return to the south by sea, he
ordered transports for that purpose; and sailing
with a fair wind, landed at Dunbar, a town six
leagues east from Edinburgh, on the 17th, where
he was immediately joined by two other regi-
nients of dragoons, newly arrived from England,
with Brigadier General Fowke, who commanded
them; as also by the dragoon regiments of
Hamilton and Gardener, whom he had left be-
hind him at Stirling, on setting out for the
North. *

* Dunbar is twenty-seven miles east from Edinburgh. Ge-
neral Fowke arrived at Edinburgh on the 15th, but he brought
no dragoon regiments with him. He joined General Cope
at Dunbar, on the 17th, ‘with Gardener’s and Hamilton’s
dragoons; the only cavalry regiments in the battle of Pres-
ton Pans.
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Lord George Murray, who had the charge of
all the details of our army, and who had the sole
direction of it, possessed a natural genius for
military operations; and was indeed a man of
surprising talents, which, liad they been culti-
vated by the study of military tactics, would
unquestionably have- rendered him one of the
,fgreatest generals of the age. He was tall and
'robust, and brave in the highest degree; con-
'ducting the Highlanders in the most heroic
manner, and always the first to rush sword in

' hand into the midst of the enemy. He used to

say, when he advanced to the charge, «“ I do

| not ask you, my lads, to go before, but merely

to follow me ;* a very energetic harangue, admir-

| ably calculated to excite the ardour of the High-

landers; but which would sometimes have had
a better effect in the mouth of the Prince.* He
slept little, was continually occupied with all
manner of details, and was altogether most in-
defatigable, for he alone had the planning and

* The author here, and not unfrequently in other parts of
these Memoirs, insinuates that Charles was deficient in
courage. He has been so often, in every publication, down
to the historical romance of Waverley, represented as a
heroic and daring leader, that many may be inclined to dis-
believe the truth of this charge of want of bravery. It is
well known too, that he was seen in England more than
once after the extinction of the rebellion in 1745; and it is
difficult to reconcile such perilous visits with positive cow-
ardice. To have exposed himself in action might, in some
cases, have been imprudent, but there are occasions which
absolutely demand such exposure.
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directing of all our operations : in a word, he
was the only person capable of conducting our
army. His colleague, the Duke of Perth, though
brave even to excess, every way honourable, and
possessed of a mild and gentle disposition, was
of very limited abilities, and interfered with
nothing. Lord George was vigilant, active, and
diligent ; his plans were always judiciously

formed, and he carried them promptly and vigo-
' rously into execution. However, with an in-
finity of good qualities, he was not without his
defects : proud, haughty, blunt, and imperious,
he wished to have the exclusive disposal of every
thing ; and, feeling his superiority, he would
listen to no advice. There were few persons, it
is true, in our army sufficiently versed in mili-
tary affairs, to be capable of advising him as to
the conducting of his operations. The High-
land chiefs, like their vassals, possessed the most
heroic courage; but they knew no other ma-
nceuvre than that of rushing upon the enemy
sword in hand, as soon as they saw them, without
order and without discipline. Lord George
could receive still less assistance from the su-
baltern Irish officers, who, with the exception
of Mr. Sullivan, possessed no other knowledge
than that which usually forms the whole stock
of subalterns; namely, the knowing how to
mount and quit guard. We can hardly, there-
. fore, be astonished that Lord George, possessing
so many of the qualities requisite to form a great
general, should have gained the hearts of the
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Highlanders ; and a general, who has the confi-
dence of his soldiers, may do wonders. = Hence,
possessing the art of employing men to advan-
tage, without having had time to discipline them,
but taking them merely as they came from the
plough *, he made them perform prodlglcs of
valour against various English armies, always
greatly superior in number to that of the Prince,
though the English troops are allowed to be the
best in Europe. Nature had formed him for a
great warrior ; he did not require the accidental
advantage of birth.

The Prince ordered a body of Highlanders to
enter the city of Edinburgh, who immediately
formed the blockade of the castle, where there
was a garrison of five or six hundred men, to
prevent their sallies, and deprive them of the
means of disturbing us in the city. He ordered,

* We must not understand this literally. The chief em-
ployment of the bulk of the inhabitants of the Highlands
was to take care of their herds of black cattle, and to wander
after them among the mountains ; and the leisure which this
occupatlon allows, is highly favourable to the acquisition of
skill in the use of arms.— Herdsmen in real life are gene-
rally very different from the herdsmen of pastoral poetry.
The Highlanders were, it is true, not trained as regular sol-
diers, but they were not without a discipline of their own,
admirably suited to their mode of fighting. Their chiefs too
had generally around them a number of retainers practised in
the use of arms; and a meeting of two or three gentlemen al-
ways brought together a little & 'ny. The miracle effected
by Lord George is not so very surprising, when it comes to
be closely examined. The Highlanders had the habits of
warriors, and not those of boors.
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at the same time, the rest of his army to remain en-
camped at Duddingston, a village about a quarter
of a league from his palace of Holyrood House.

On the 19th of September, General Cope en-
camped his army at Haddington, about four
leagues to the east of Edinburgh; and on the
QO_th he approached to within a league and a
half of our camp.* As it was absolutely in-
dispensable, in our situation, to give battle as
soon as possible, because a great number of the
Prince’s friends only waited the event to declare
themselves in bis favour, he assembled his army
on the morning of the 20th of September, and
immediately set out to meet the enemy. His
army was composed of about eighteen hundred
men, badly armed, a part of them having only
bludgeons in their hands. They had found
very few arms at Edinburgh, as the inhabitants,
before the capitulation, had deposited them in
the, castle, which is very strong, being situated
on the summit of a steep rock, impregnable from
its elevation, and only to be taken by famine or
bombardment. The army of General Cope was
composed of four thousand regular troops, be-
sides several volunteers, whom a fanatic zeal had
induced to join his standard, but who had not
sufficient courage to do us any injury. t

* The distances here assigned are too short. It is hardly

necessary to repeat, that the author must have given to
Scotch miles the length @ffpglish miles, in converting them
into leagues.

1+ We have already stated the number of troops under
Sir John Cope, in this action. They amounted to 2100
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We arrived, about two o’clock in the after-
noon, within musket-shot of the enemy, where

men, besides some new-raised companies of Lord Loudon’s
regiment, and the 42d, which were sent to Cockenzie, as the
baggage-guard. When the rebels entered Edinburgh, they
were somewhat under 2000 men. Next day they were joined
by 150 M‘Lachlanes ; and before they left Duddingston, they
were joined by 250 men, so that at Preston they amounted
in all to nearly 2400 men. In point of numbers, therefore,
they were rather superior to Cope’s army ; but many of them,
it is true, were either unarmed or very ill armed. M. Patullo,
who was muster-master of the rebel army, in answer to some
queries transmitted to him at Paris, from Mr. Home, states
its number at Preston to have been nearly 2500. The
exaggerations on this subject -have been very great on both
sides.

A volunteer from Edinburgh, who, from the circum-
stantial manner in which the account is given by Mr. Home,
was, in all probability, no-other than himself, was introduced
to Sir John Cope on the 18th, and told him that he had re-
mained in Edinburgh after the rebels took possession of the
town; that he had gone to the different posts, which they
occupied in the town, and reckoned them pretty exactly ;
that he had gone up to the hollow between the hills, where
‘their main body lay, where he also counted ‘them ; that he
was persuaded the whole number of Highlanders, within and
without the town, did not amount to, 2000 men : that.he was,
however, informed, several bodies of men from the North
were on their way, and expected to join them soon; that
they had no cannon, nor artillery of any sort, but one small
iron gun, 'without a carriage, drawn on a cart, by a little
Highland horse ; that about 1400 or 1500 were armed with
broad-swords, and firelocks of all sorts and sizes, muskets,
fusils, and fowling-pieces ; that-some of the rest had firelocks
without swords, and some swords without firelocks, and
about 100 were armed with the blade of a scythe, fastened
to the end.of a pitchfork-shaft; but that all of them would
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we halted behind an eminence, having a full
view of the camp of General Cope, the position

soon be provided with firelocks, as the arms of the trained
bands of Edinburgh had fallen into their hands. Sir John
was thus pretty accurately informed as to the numbers of
the enemy. On his trial, however, he says positively, that
-¢¢ the rebels were about 5500 in the field!!!” and on another
occasion, he says that they were ¢ drawn up in two lines,
consisting, as I was informed, by some of the chiefs of them!!
of 5500 men.” A Mr. Bruce said, he had heard ¢ one Mr.
Baillie, steward to Mr. Dundas, the late Solicitor General,”
who had been sent in among the rebels by Mr. Dundas, to
get intelligence, report, in presence of Sir John Cope, Co-
lonel Gardener, and other officers, that he computed their
number to be about 5000. Lieutenant-colonel Whiteford,
taken prisoner in the battle, said he was told by the Duke
of Perth and Lords George Murray, Elcho, and Nairn, that
the number was 5500. Majors Severn and Talbot, and
Captain Leislie, said, they had also been told by the Duke of
Perth, that from the returns, the night before the battle, the
number was 5500. Lieutenant Craig said,-he went to re-
connoitre them the day before the battle, and saw them in
the afternoon going up Fawside-hill, and to the best of his
judgment, they seemed to be more than 5000. A Mr. Jack,
a Professor of Mathematics, present in the battle, and who
stated, on the trial, that the whole of the rebels in the field of
battle, upon the attack, he was sure were not above 1600 or
1800 men at the most, as he judged by the ground they took
up, was reviled as a calumniator by all the officers, though
his estimate was wonderfully near the truth, as the reserve
of the rebels, amounting to 620, was never engaged.

It is difficult to believe that all the officers who were taken
prisoners should, to palliate the disgrace of their defeat, have
conspired to invent the circumstance of being told by:the
Duke of Perth, and Lords George Murray, Elcho, and
Nairn, that the rebels amounted to 5500. And it ds
probable that the rebel leaders chose to take claim to less
merit than they were entitled to, and to give a false account
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of which was chosen with a great deal of skill.
"The more we examined it,. the more we were
convinced of the impossibility of attacking it;
and we were all thrown into consternation, and
quite at a loss what course to take. On even
ground, the courage and bravery of the High-
landers might supply the place of numbers ; but
what could eighteen hundred men do against
four thousand, in a position inaccessible on
every point? The camp of the enemy was for-
tified by nature, and in the happiest position for
so small an army. The general had on his right
two inclosures, surrounded by stone-walls, from
six to seven feet high, between which there was
a road of about twenty feet broad, leading to the
village of Preston Pans. Before him was another
inclosure, surrounded by a deep ditch filled with
water, and from ten to twelve feet broad, which
served as a drain to the marshy ground. On

of their numbers, for the purpose of rendering themselves
more formidable in the public estimation. It was not their
interest that their numbers should be accurately known; and
we know that on their march into England, they took mﬁmte
pains to conceal them. We may, therefore, exonerate the
officers from the charge of wilful falsehood; but it will be
rather more difficult to exonerate them from the charge of
imbecility and want of penetration.

What is rather surprising, the author of Waverley, who is
so well acquainted with every thing connected with Scotland,
makes the rebels, the day previous to the battle, amount to
about 4000! He talks of *the daring attempt of a body
not then exceeding four thousand men, and of whom not
above half the number, at the utmost, were armed,”

"1
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his left was a marsh, which terminated in a deep
pond ; and behind him was the sea: so that he
was thus inclosed as in a fortification, which could
be attacked in no other manner than by a
regular siege. We spent the afternoon in re-
connoitring his position; and the more we
examined it, the more our uneasiness and
chagrin increased, as we saw no possibility of
attacking it, without exposing ourselves to be
cut to pieces in a disgraceful manner. At sun-
set our army traversed the village of Tranent,
which was on our right, and took a new position
opposite to the marsh. General Cope, at the
same time, ordered his army to take a new front,
supporting hisright by the ditch of the inclosure,
and his left by the sea, and having his front
towards the lake.

Mr. Anderson,- proprietor of the marsh, came
to the Prince in the evening, very d-propos, to
relieve us from our embarrassment. * He assured
him that there was a place in the marsh where
we could pass it with safety, and that he him-
self had frequently crossed it when hunting.
‘The Prince, having instantly caused the place

* Mr. Home says, ¢ There was in the rebel army a person
who had jeined them at Edinburgh; his name was Robert
Anderson, (the son of Anderson, of Whitbrough, in East-
Lothian,) who had been engaged in the rebellion of 1715.
He knew the ‘country exceeding well, &c.” He does not
say, that he was the proprietor of the ground; and he tells
us that he first informed Lord George Murray of the way
through the marsh. :

D
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to be- examined, ascertained that this account
was correct ;- and that General Cope, not deem-
ing it passable, had neglected to station a guard
there. He caused the army to pass through
the place in question during the night; the
Highlanders moving along in files, without
meeting with any opposition from the enemy,
forming themselves as soon as they came out of
the marsh, and extending their line towards
the sea.

At break of day, General Cope took our first
line, which was formed in order of battle, at
the distance of two hundred paces from his
army, for bushés. It consisted of twelve hun-
dred men ; and our second line, of six hundred
men, was composed of those who were badly
armed; many of them, as we have already ob-
served, having only staves or bludgeons in their
hands.  Captain Macgregor, of the Duke of
Perth’s regiment, for want of other arms, pro-
cured scythes, which he sharpened and fixed to
poles of from seven to eight feet long. With
these he armed his company, and they proved
very destructive weapons.

When our first line had passed the marsh,
Lord George dispatched me to the second: line,
which the Prince conducted in person, to see
that it passed without noise or confusion. Hav-
ing examined the line, and seen that every thing
was as it should be, in returning to Lord George
I found the Prince at the head of the column,
accompanied by Lord Nairn, just as he was

- © 14
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beginning to enter the marsh, and I passed it
the second time along with him. We were not
yet out of the marsh, when the enemy, seeing
our first line in order of battle, fired an alarm-
gun. At the very end of the marsh there was a
deep ditch,\three or four feet broad, which it
was necessary to leap over, and the Prince, in
making this leap, fell upon his knees on the
other side. I laid hold of his arm, and imme-
diately raised him up. On examining his
countenance, it seemed to me, from the alarm
expressed in it, that he considered this accident
as a bad omen. ‘

Lord George, at the head of the first line,
did not give the English time to recover from
their surprise. He advanced with such rapidity
that General Cope had hardly time to form his
troops in order of battle, when the Highlanders
rushed upon them sword in hand. They had
" been frequently enjoined to aim at the noses of
the horses with their swords, without minding
the riders; as the natural movement of a horse,
wounded in the face, is to wheel round: and
a few horses wounded in that manner, are
sufficient to throw a whole squadron into such
disorder, that it is impossible afterwards to rally
it. They followed this advice most implicitly,
and the English cavalry were instantly thrown
into confusion. *

* Mr. John Young, of Edinburgh, to whom, since the
first edition of these Memoirs, the editor has been indebted
for several valuable communications, was informed by a

D 2
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Macgregor’s company did great execution
with their scythes. They cut the legs of the
horses in two; and their riders through the
middle of their bodies. Macgregor was brave
and intrepid, but, at the same time, altogether
whimsical and singular. When advancing to
the charge with his company, he received five
wounds, two of them from balls that pierced his
body through and through. Stretched on the
ground, with his head resting on his hand, he
called out to the Highlanders of his company,
« My lads, I am not dead ! — by G—, I shall
see if any of you does not do his duty !> * The
Highlanders instantly fell on the flanks of the
infantry ; which being uncovered and exposed
from the flight of the cavalry, immediately gave
way. Thus, in less than five minutes, we

gentleman who served in the English cavalry on. this
occasion, ¢ that it was the merest accident the High-
landers were not cut to pieces. The cavalry did not see
the Highlanders till they were within a hundred paces of
them, when they had not room to make a charge.” Orders
were instantly given to wheel about and ride back a
little; and then to face and advance against the High-
landers at a full charge: but they were followed so rapidly
by the Highlanders that they had not time to face, and he
did not believe that a single stroke was given by one of
them.” Too implicit a reliance must not, however, be
placed on the account of this officer. We must always
bear in mind that it was not at Prestonpans. only, but also at
Clifton Hall and Falkirk that the Highlanders beat cavalry.
* James Drummond, alias Macgregor, was son of the
!fa.mous Rob Roy Macgregor. ,
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obtained a complete victory; with a terrible
carnage on the part of the enemy. It was
- gained with such rapidity *, that in the second
line, where I still was by the side of the Prince,
not having been able to find Lord George, we
saw no other enemy on the field of battle than
those who were lying on the ground killed and
wounded, though we were not more than fifty
paces behind our first line, running always as
fast as we could to overtake them, and near
enough never to lose sight of them. The
Highlanders made a terrible slaughter of the
enemy, particularly at the spot where the road
begins to run between the two inclosures, as it
was soon stopped up by the fugitives; as also
along the walls of the inclosures, where they
killed, without trouble, those who attempted to.
climb them. The strength of the enemy’s
camp became their destruction. Some of them
attempted to rally in the inclosure, where there -
was an eminence which commanded the field of
battle, and from which they fired some shot;
but they were soon put to flight by the High-

* Lieutenant-Colonel Whiteford, in his evidence, says
the rebels advanced on him withk @ swifiness not to be con-
ceived : and Sir John Cope says, that the motion of the
rebels was so very rapid, that the whole line was broken in
a very few minutes. Not one bayonet was stained with
blood! Yet the author of Waverley says, the English
infantry ¢ stood their ground with great courage!” though
Lord Loudon, in his account, confirmed by every eye-
witness, says, as soon as the Highlanders approached our
foot, ¢ immediately a panic struck them.”
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landers, who immediately entered the inclosure
in pursuit of them.

The field of battle presented a spectacle of
borror, being covered with heads, legs, and
arms, and mutilated bodies; for the killed .all
fell by the sword. The enemy had thirteen
hundred killed ; and we made fifteen hundred
prisoners, and took six field pieces, two mortars,
all the tents, baggage, and the military chest. *
General Cope, by means of a white cockade,
which he put in his hat, similar to what we wore,
passed through the midst of the Highlanders
without being known, and escaped to England,
where he carried the first news of his defeat.
This victory cost us forty killed, and as many
wounded.t The greatest advantage we derived
from it was, the reputation that the Prince’s

* Mr. Home says, the number of private men, who were
killed in the battle did not exceed 200, and the number of
officers five ; but he states, in a note, that some accounts of
the battle, written by officers in the rebel army, make the
number of killed to have been 400 or 500. It is certain
that all the infaniry of the King’s army were either killed
or taken prisoners, except about 170, who escaped, ¢ by
extraordinary swiftness or early flight.” And when we
consider the difficulty of escape, with what is afterwards
said by the author of the wengeance of the Highlanders,
and the terrible havoc which they must have made, in a
short time, with their swords, on men so situated, we can
have no doubt that Mr. Home’s number of 200 is much too
low ; though 1300, again, seems extravagant]y high, and is
irreconcileable with the number of prisoners said to have
been made.

+ This number differs little from that of Mr. Home, who
makes the killed 30 private men, and four officers ; and the
wounded, 70 private men.



REBELLION OF 1745. 39

army acquired in the outset ; which determined
many of his partisans, who were yet wavering,
to declare themselves openly in his favour. The
arms of the vanquished, of which we stood in
need, were also of great service to us. 'The
Prince slept next night at Pinky-house, about a
quarter of a league from the field of battle. He
committed to my care one hundred and ten
English officers, who were our prisoners, with
orders that they should want for nothing.

The panic-terror of the English surpasses al}
imagination. 'They threw down their arms that
they might run with more speed, thus depriving
themselves by their fears of the only means of
arresting the vengeance of the Highlanders.
Of so many men in a condition, from their
numbers, to preserve order in their retreat, not
one thought of defending himself. Terror had
taken entire possession of their minds. I saw a
young Highlander, about fourteen years of age,
scarcely formed, who was presented to the Prince
as a prodigy, having killed, it was said, fourte'en
of the enemy. The Prince asked him if this
was true? ¢ I do not know,” replied he, ¢ if
I killed them ; but I brought fourteen soldiers
to the ground with my sword.”  Another High-
lander brought ten soldiers to the Prince, whom
he had made prisoners, driving them before him
like a flock of sheep. This Highlander, from a
rashness without example, having pursued a
party to some distance from the field of battle,
along the road between the two inclosures,

D 4
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struck down the hindermost with a blow of his
sword, calling, at the same time, ¢ Down with
your arms.” The soldiers, terror-struck, threw
down their arms without looking behind them,
and the Highlander, with a pistol in one hand,
and a sword in the other, made them do exactly
as he pleased. The rage and despair of these
men, on seeing themselves made prisoners by a
single individual, may easily be imagined. These
were, however, the same English soldiers who
had distinguished themselves at Dettingen and
Fontenoy, and who might justly be ranked
amongst the bravest troops of Europe.
However, when we come to consider the
matter attentively, we can hardly be astonished
that Highlanders, who take arms voluntarily
from attachment to their legitimate Prince and
their chiefs, should defeat thrice their number
of regular troops, who enlist from seduction or a
love of idleness and dissipation. Such men are
strangers to the love of glory, affection for their
Prince, the enthusiasm of patriotism, the intense
feeling of the justice of their cause, the hope of
rich spoil or honourable promotion. An order
of the Prince forms and swells his armies, and he
orders them also to march wherever he pleases.
Having been several times in armies which
have been put to rout since this action, I have
always remarked, that much fewer men were
lost in the field of battle than in the subsequent
flight.  Seized by a panic-terror, and frequently
borne away by their companions without know-
ing why, even when they have lost fewer men
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than the enemy who remains victorious, they
disperse like sheep, and, unable to defend them-
selves, come voluntarily. forward like so many
victims to be sacrificed. Thus it required no
extraordinary courage in this young Highlander
to bring down fourteen soldiers ; but merely an
arm sufficiently strong to give fourteen blows
with his sword on the heads of so many fugitives,
and legs sufficiently swift to pursue and over-
take them. The other Highlander, who took
ten prisoners, would have paid dearly for his
rashuess, if they had had sufficient presence of
mind to look behind them, when he ordered
them to lay down their arms.

We can never impress too much on the minds
of soldiers, that their safety and even their very
existence depend on their firmness and cool-
ness; and that their only means of inspiring a
victorious enemy with respect for them, and of
escaping from that carnage which always ac-
companies a disorderly flight, is to form a junc-
tion with their comrades, as soonas the confusion
begins to gain ground, and to rally themselves
by forming into bodies as soon as possible. If
we retreat without precipitation, with the face
always turned towards the enemy, the advantage
gained in a battle would not be so considerable
as it. commonly is : at least, the carnage which
follows would not take place. The victorious
army would not venture to break its ranks to
pursue the enemy, for fear of losing the victory,
which has happened more than onee from such
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a canse. It is even prudent in the victors to
advance slowly, leaving a bridge of gold to the
flying enemy ; and indeed as the light troops
and cavalry are commonly employed in the
pursuit, the sight of an army retiring in good
order, cannot fail to inspire them with awe. He
who pursues disorderly an enemy in disorder,
says Machiavel, will lose the victory which he
has gained, and perhaps give it to the enemy.
The rallying of troops has ever appeared to
me one of the most essential requisites in mili-
tary science. But to attain perfection in this
respect, it is necessary to study the disposition
of man, to be acquainted with his natural feel-
ings, to know in what men generally resemble,
and in what they differ from, one another: a
science equally profound and difficult, but essen-
tially necessary to the general of an army, who,
before he issues his despotic orders to his men,
ought to know what they are capable of per-
forming. To impress on the minds of soldiers
the necessity of rallying quickly, as soon as they
are broken, and of retiring slowly before the
enemy, with their arms always in readiness to
defend themselves, it is only necessary to show
thém, that on this depends their safety and their
lives ; and that if they fly in confusion and dis-
order, without being able to defend themselves,
they will infallibly meet with their destruction.
As nature has endowed every man with the in-
stinct of self-preservation, when the soldier is
once convinced that by joining his comrades
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and forming battalions he can alone preserve his
life, and oppose with advantage an inferior
number of enemies employed in the pursuit, he
will do so of his own accord: and this course
will be found more eflicacious than all the orders
and threats which their officers can possibly
make use of. 'The soldier who betakes himself
to a disorderly flight, does not do so with the
idea of losing his life, but with the hope of pre-
serving it, and of being sooner out of danger.
He merely deceives himself as to his means, and
rushes on death instead of avoiding it. Soldiers
are mere machines; and we must direct and
guide them to prevent them from being tyran-
nised over by their imagination. In an attack
I have seen the same men advance like lions,
who, when repulsed, became in an instant as
cowardly and timorous as hares. However, it
is not the diminution of their numbers in the
fight that can occasion such a sudden change ;
for they cannot know what is passing throughout
the army ; but they turn their backs mechani-
cally, without any other reason for doing so,
than that they follow the example of those who
happen to be near them. The contagion spreads
through the army like wild-fire: an unexpected
resistance, on the part of the enemy, instantly -
deranges the order of the whole machine, and
destroys, in an instant, the faculty of discern-
ment and reflection, and the whole becomes one
scene of confusion. It is the nature of man,
generally speaking, to be inconstant and vari-
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able; he seldom sees objects in their proper
colours ; consequently he has no stability in his
opinions, and is almost always at variance with
himself: hence we must elevate the imagination
of the soldiers, which solely influences their
actions. The general, who can inspire his army
with confidence in his capacity, talents, and ex-
perience, is the best leader who can be em-
ployed : for soldiers, who have this prepossession
in favour of their general, will conduct them-
selves like heroes, in the belief that they are
marching to a certain victory. With troops so
animated as the Highlanders were in this extra-
ordinary battle, a general ought not to think of
the number of his army, however inferior to that
of the enemy, but merely of the frame of mind
in which his soldiers are.

Next day; being the 22d of September, the
Prince returned to Edinburgh, where he was
received with the loudest acclamations by the
populace, always equally inconstant in every
country of the world. He there published
several edicts, one of which prohibited all public
rejoicings on account of the victory obtained
over General Cope, as it was purchased at the
expense of the blood of his subjects. In another,
he granted a general amnesty for all treasons,
rebellions, or offences whatever, committed
against him or his predecessors, since the revo-
lution of 1688, provided the aggressors repaired
to the palace of Holyrood-house within the
space of four days, and made a declaration in
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presence of his secretary, that they would live
in future under his government as quiet and
peaceable subjects. He also sent circular letters
to the magistrates of all the towns in Scotland,
commanding them to repair immediately to
Edinburgh, to pay their proportion of the con-
tributions which he imposed on every town;
and he dispatched other letters to all the
collectors and controllers of the land-tax and
customs, ordering them to bring to his palace
their books and the public money in their hands,
on pain of high treason.

This victory, however unimportant it at first
seemed, made the Prince the entire master of
Scotland, where the only English troops which
remained were the garrisons of the castles of
Edinburgh and Stirling. The whole of the
‘towns of Scotland having been obliged to recog-
nise the Prince as regent of the kingdom in the
absence of his father, King James, then at
Rome, all that he had to do now was to retain
possession of it. His chief object ought to have
been to endeavour, by every possible means,
to secure lLimself in the government of his
ancient kingdom ; and to defend himself against
the English armies, which would not fail to be
sent against him, without attempting, for the
present, to extend his views to England. This
was the advice which every one gave the Prince;
and, if he had followed it, he might still perhaps
have been in possession of that kingdom. He
was strongly advised to dissolve and annul the
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union between Scotland and England, made
during the usurpation of Queen Anne, by a
cabal of a few Scots peers, whom the English
court had gained over to its interests by force
of gold, contrary to the general wish of the
Scottish nation, by all ranks of which, down to
the lowest peasant, this act has ever been held
in abhorrence. Such a step would have given
infinite pleasure to all Scotland ; and the sole
consideration of being freed from the English
yoke would have induced the Scots to declare
themselves generally in his favour.

By thus fomenting the natural hatred and
animosity which the Scots have in all times
manifested against the English, the war would
have become national, and this would have
been a most fortunate circumstance for the
Prince. The Scots, though much inferior to -
the English in numbers, had withstood them
during a long and almost uninterrupted war of a
thousand years, and preserved their liberty and
independence down to the union of the two
kingdoms in 1707. Besides, if the Prince could
have kept his ground in Scotland, the court of
France would have found it their interest to
maintain him on the throne, and would have
exerted themselves to the utmost to prevent an
union with England. It was further observed,
by those who gave this advice to the Prince,
that as the union, from its being an act passed
during the usurpation, and injurious to the
house of Stuart, was necessarily void, it was
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proper to issue writs for the immediate meeting
of the Scottish parliament at Edinburgh, to
impose taxes in a legal manner, and obtain
supplies for the support of his army.

As this parliament could only at first be
composed of the partisans of the Prince, it
would not certainly have been considered as a
free parliament; but the taxes imposed in this
manner on the nation would have appeared less
arbitrary, and borne a greater appearance of
justice and lawfulness than the military contri-
butions which were then levied.

The Scots who were most distinguished for
their talents, experience, and good sense, pro-
posed this wise and salutary plan of operations
to the Prince, which, however, he did not seem
to relish * ; having inherited the sentiments of

* The views of the author were certainly espoused by a
number of Jacobites, though we can hardly bring ourselves
to suppose they were entertained by many of the leading
_men of that party. Mr.Home has, however, stated one
distingdished instance of the union of Jacobitism with this
species of patriotism, and even with the most liberal prin-
ciples. “ When Charles,” he says, *“ came to the palace,
(of Holyrood-house,) he dismounted, and walked along
the piazza, towards the apartment of the Duke of Hamilton.
‘When he was near the door, which stood open to receive
him, a gentleman stepped out of the crowd, drew his sword,
and raising his arm aloft, walked up stairs before Charles.
The person who enlisted himself in this manner was James
Hepburn of Keith, whose name will be mentioned again
more than once: he had been engaged, when a very young
man, in the rebellion of the year 1715, and from that time,
(learned and intelligent as he was,) had continued a Jacobite.
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his ancestors, who always entertained an extra-
vagant attachment to the English people, and

But he had compounded the spirit of Jacobitism with another
spirit ; for he disclaimed the hereditary .indefeasible right
of kings, and condemned the government of James the
Second ; but he also condemned the union between England
and Scotland as injurious and humiliating to his country ;
saying, (to use his own words,) that the Union had made a
Scotch gentleman of small fortune nobody, and that he
would die a thousand times rather than submit to it.
Wrapped up in these notions, he kept himself for thirty
years in constant readiness to take arms, and was the first
person who joined Charles at Edinburgh: idolised by the
Jacobites, and beloved by some of the best Whigs, who
regretted that this accomplished gentleman, the model of
ancient simplicity, manliness, and honour, should sacrifice
himself to a visionary idea of the independence of Scotland.”

The most liberal and enlightened politician of Scotland,
perhaps of Europe, at the period of the Union, Fletcher of
Saltoun, though a determined opponent of an incorporating
union, could not conceal from himself the inability of his
country to withstand the force of England, from ¢ the great
disproportion,” as he says, ¢ there is between the power of
the one and the other nation, especially in the present way
of making'war.” The resource to which he looked in case
of attack from England, — that of taking dny power that
would assist him by the hand, —is at best a very precarious
one, and a means on which it would have been extremely
hazardous to calculate. Though it may seem idle to enquire
into the policy of the Union in the present day; yet it is
but doing justice to Fletcher and those who shared his
views, to observe, that the principles on which they opposed
that measure, are not so absurd as might at first be supposed.
His reasons for preferring a federal to an incorporating
union, not merely in the case of England and Scotland, but
in the case of all countries in the same situation, are de-
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who were always the victims of the ill-judged
mildness with which they governed them, in-

veloped at considerable length in the very interesting
account which he has given of a conversation he had with
the Earl of Cfomarty, Sir Edward Seymour, and Sir
Christopher. Musgrave, concerning a right regulation of
governments. Setting out with the positions, of which few
statesmen have yet been able to see the truth, — ¢ that the
true interest and good of any nation is the same with that
of any other;” ¢ that no (people\ ever did any injustice to a
neighbouring nation, except by mistaking their interest;”
and ¢ that wars are hostile to the true interest of every
nation, and are, in fact, the greatest calamity to which the
human race is exposed, grievously oppressing and afflicting,
not only the places that arc the theatres of action, but even
the remotest village and most solitary cottage;” in order to
preserve mankind from such convulsions and misery, as
much as possible, he proposed that ‘¢ instead of framing
governments with regard only to a single society, as all
legislators have hitherto done,” such should be constituted
 as would be no less advantageous to our neighbours than
ourselves.” Conceiving that the most effectual way to pre-
vent wars, was to render nations incapable or unfit to make
conquests, and to increase at the same time their power of
resisting invasion ,he recommended that those states which
are connected together by geographical position and identity
of language, should unite themselves in federal governments
for their common defence, each of them preserving its
separate laws and administration. Britain and Ireland, he
said, were conveniently situated for one federal government;
Spain and Portugal for another; France within the Alps,
Jura, the Vosges, the Ardennes, and the Pyrenees for a
third ; Italy and its islands for a fourth; the seventeen
Provinces, the circles of Westphalia and Lower Saxony,
with the Archbishopric of Cologne and Denmark, for a
fifth; the rest of Germany and ‘Switzerland, and the
E



50 MEMOIRS OF THE

stead of ruling them with a rod of iron, like
their former sovereigns, Henry VIII. and Queen

Provinces to the Adriatic, for a sixth; Norway, Sweden,
leoma, and the Northern parts of European Russia, for a
seventh ; Poland Prussia, Lithuania, and the southern parts
of European Russia, for an eighth; the countries to the
north of Macedonia and Albania, and the south of the
Camathlan mountams, for a ninth ; and Macedonia, Albania,
&c. for a tenth : almost every one of these ten parts speak-
ing a dlstmct language, and the people being generally of
the same temper and dispositions. Federal states, he says,
from the difficulty of disposing of conquests, which belong
to the whole federation in common, are less inclined to
make war, and having a number of centres of men, riches,
and power, do not depend on the fate of a single battle, and
are conquered with great difficulty. Such federations are
not only best calculated to preserve mankind from war, but
also from corruption of manners, and give the people of
every part of the world that just share in the government of
themselves which is due to them ; the governments extend-
ing only over a moderate number of people are duly
executed; and so many different centres promote the
diffusion of knowledge and improvement. Hence he con-
ceived that the advantage of England, Scotland, and Ireland
would be best promoted by retaining the connection of a
common sovereign, and leaving to each country its separate
internal government.

It is in some measure on these principles that most of the
colonies of this empire are connected with it: and they are
adopted in their utmost extent in the United States of North
America.

The advantages of an incorporating union, are, therefore,
more problematical than many persons suppose. A federal
union may embrace any extent of empire, but an ingor-
porating union is necessarily defective, where the empire is
not of a moderate size. Under a federal union the genera,l,'
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Elizabeth.  The Prince constantly rejected
every proposition which he thought calculated
to displease them, or even to give rise to the
slightest umbrage. The unfortunate house of

government is not overwhelmed with details, but has its
attention confined to a few important objects; the separate
states freeing it from all business of a local nature. From
the load of business of all descriptions which the two incor-.
porating unions, and the affairs of those colonies which have
no separate legislature, have thrown into the parliament of
England, it can give to few objects the consideration to
which they are entitled; and to the affairs of the more
distant parts of the empire the least attention can with
difficulty be procured. When Irish business comes on in
the House of Commons, it is a signal for the members to go
out; and the affair of Warren Hastings made it evident
that an Indian inquiry in England is impracticable. Upon
the whole it is, perhaps, fortunate for Scotland, that the
supreme court of that country has, in some measure, taken
upon itself the functions of a legislature. It is certain,
at all events, that the legislative measures from which
Scotland derives the greatest benefit were not passed in a
British Parliament.

But whether the Union was an advantageous or disadvan-
tageous measure, it could hardly be supposed that Prince
Charles would consent to dissolve it, and confine his views
to the possession of Scotland, so long as he had any hopes
of also obtaining England. It is now perfectly well under-
stood that he had received assurances of support from many
of the most powerful families in England, as well as in Scot-
land ; and whatever the interest of the people of Scotland
might be, it was clearly not his interest, as' that word is
usually understood, to renounce England for Scotland, and
to content himself with the one kingdom, when he thought
it was possible to obtain both.

E 2
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Stuart have been always abhorred and detested
by the English nation since their accession to
the throne, and have never received any other
return for their tender regard than incessant
persecution ; the English shedding their blood
even on the scaffold, and, at last, driving the
whole family from the country, after stripping
them of their crown. The mind of the Prince,
however, was occupied only with England ; and
he seemed little flattered with the idea of pos-
sessing a kingdom to which, however, the family
of Stuart owes its origin and its royalty.

The army of the Prince, after this victory,
increased in numbers every day, and soon
amounted to from four to five thousand men.
He then became impatient to enter England,
and for that purpose, assembled a council of all
the chiefs of clans, where his opinion was ap-
proved of by no one. * King George returned to

* During the stay of the Prince in Edinburgh, all the
Rritish troops had returned from Flanders, accompanied by
6000 Dutch troops; and in consquence of the exertions of

Lord President Forbes, Lord Lovat could not make good '

his promise of joining him with four or five or even six
thousand men. No wonder that the chiefs were alarmed,
and adverse to the expedition to England. In Waverley, the
chief of Glennaquoich is represented as all ardour for the
journey, and as neither asking, expecting, nor desiring
“ any aid, except that of the clans, to place the Stuarts

once more on the throne.” Our author, however, gives a

very different account of the feelings of a/l the Highland
chiefs, who must indeed have been the blindest of the blind
to entertain any hopes of final success, without aid from a
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London on the 11th of September*, and, alarmed
at the defeat of General Cope, he recalled the
whole of the English troops inthe army of the allies
inFlanders. The chiefs represented to the Prince
that nothing could be more ridiculous than to at-
tempt an invasion of England with such a handful
of men, when it was defended by fifty thousand
regular troops and a numerous militia. Some
of the chiefs even told him, that they had taken
arms, and risked their fortunes and their lives,
merely to seat him on the throne of Scotland ;
but that they wished to have nothing to do with
England. - However, the Prince pretending that
he had received letters from several English
lords, assuring him, that he should find them in
arms: on the borders, ready to join him with a
considerable English force, the chiefs of the
clans suffered themselves at length to yield, and,
after many debates, gave their assent to his
proposition. Thus the Prince, instead of re-
maibing in Scotland on the defensive, set out
with his army on the 1st of November from
Edinburgh, where he had scarcely stayed long
enough to perceive that he was entirely master
of the kingdom ; and that it was only necessary

considerable part of the population of England. Mr. Home
states that it was only after ¢ long and anxious deliberation”
that ¢ Charles and his council resolved to march into En-
gland ;" though he adds, that some of the bravest and mos$
determined of the chiefs ¢ trusted in themselves” alone.
% The King returned on the 31st of August.
E 3
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to adopt proper measures, and follow judicious
counsels, to preserve his conquest. The enter-
prise was bold, nay rash, and unexampled.
‘What man in his senses could think of encounter-
ing the English armies, and attempting the con-
quest of England, with four thousand five hun-
dred Highlanders? It is true they were brave,
resolute, and determined to fight to the very
last, selling their lives as dearly as possible, and
having no alternative but victory or death ; but
still the “disproportion between this handful of
men and the whole force of England was so
great as to preclude the slightest hope of success.

. Our army remained in the town of Dalkeith,
a league and a half from Edinburgh, till the 3d
of November, when we set out for England ; but
before our departure, two vessels, the one I‘rench
and the other Spamsh laden with money, arms,
military stores, and six Swedish field-pieces, with
a detachment of French artlllely-men, having
reached Montrose in safety, on the 11th of Oc-
tober, their cargoes were forwarded to * Dalkeith.
These vessels also brought several Irish officers
in the service of France, who joined us at the
same place. Mr. Grant, an able mathematician,
who had been employed for many years with
M. Cassini in the observatory at Paris, was of

* Three vessels, in all, entered Montrose and its neigh-
bourhood at this time. The six field-pieces, and the artillery-
men, came by the third vessel.
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the number ; as also M. d’Aiguille *, brother to
the Marquis d’Argens, who took the title of
ambassador of the king of France.

Our march was very judiciously planned, and
equally well executed ; resembling, on a small
scale, that of Marshal Saxe some years before,
when he advanced to lay siege to Maestricht.
There are three great roads from Edinburgh to
London : one of them runs along the eastern
coast of Scotland, enters England at Berwick-
upon-Tweed, and passes through Newcastle-
upon-Tyne. This is the road generally taken.
Anothergoes along the western coast of Scotlandt,
which enters England at Carlisle, a city formerly
the froutier defence of the English against the
incursions of the Scotch on the west, as Berwick
was on the east. The third road lies between
the other two. Our army was formed into three
columns, each of which took a separate road on
setting out from Dalkeith, with the view of
keeping the enemy, by this stratagem, ignorant
of the place where the Prince intended to enter
England. This plan succeeded so well, that
Marshal Wade, who was at Newcastle with
eleven thousand men, whom he had lately

* In Smollet’s history he is called' The Marquis de Guilles,
and by Mr. Home Boyer Marques d’ Equillez.

1 This road from Edinburgh cannot, properly speaking,
be stated to pass along the west coast of Scotland; for it
runs through the very centre of the country, and only ap-
proaches the Solway Frith, an arm of the sea, on its entering
England.

)
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brought from Flanders, including a corps of
Swiss troops in British pay *, continued to cover
and protect that city, which is one of the most
important in England. Secrecy, in this case,
was so well observed, that hardly any person in
our army had the least idea of the place where
the junction of the three columns would take
place; and we were very much surprised on
finding ourselves all arrive, on the 9th of No-
vember, almost at the same instant, on a heath
in England, about a quarter of a league from the
town of Carlisle. This march was arranged and
executed with such precision that there was not
an interval of two hours between the arrival of
the different columns at the place of rendezvous.
Carlisle, a considerable town, and capital of
the county of Cumberland, is only about a league
and a half distant from the borders of Scotland.
The river Esk, which is fordable, and about
half the breadth of the Seine at Paris, here se-
parates the two kingdoms, as the river Tweed
does on the side of Berwick. The fortifications
are in the old style, and have been entirely ne-
glected for several centuries, in consequence of
the cessation of the long wars between the two
countries, and the final union of the crowns, on
the death of Queen Elizabeth. It is surrounded
by walls, flanked with towers, and a fosse, and

* There were, it is believed, properly speaking, no Swiss
troops in British pay; but the Dutch had always Swiss re-
giments in their pay, and part of the troops sent by them
as auxiliaries to this country were Swiss,



REBELLION or 17445. 57

contains a castle well furnished with artillery,
and defended by a garrison of invalids. This
castle was formerly a place of considerable
strength ; but at present its walls, like those of
the town, are falling from age into decay. We
opened our trenches before this place, under the
orders of the Duke of Perth, on the night of the
10th of November, at the distance of eighty
yards from the walls. Mr. Grant, an Irish officer
of Lally’s regiment, our principal engineer, ably
availed himself' of the ditches of inclosures, by
‘which we were enabled to approach close to the
town, sheltered from the fire of the enemy. Our
artillery consisted of the six Swedish field-pieces
received from France with Mr. Grant, and the
six other field-pieces, of a smaller calibre, which
we had taken at the battle of Gladsmuir.
Having learned that Marshal Wade was on his
march to force us to raise the siege of Carlisle,
and that he had already advanced with his army
to the town of Hexham, the Prince left the Duke
of Perth, with a small body of troops, to con-
duct the siege, and immediately marched against
him ; it being of the highest importance to us
to give battle, before we advanced into Eng-
land, in order to preserve a free communication
with Scotland. The Prince, after waiting for
the Marshal some days at Brampton, a small
town eight miles from Carlisle, received positive
information, that he had abandoned Hexham,
and fallen back upon Newcastle; on which we
returned to Carlisle. The Prince, on his return,
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had the satisfaction to receive the keys of the
city from a deputation, sent to him to propose
terms of capitulation. It surrendered the third
day after the opening of the trenches ; rather
from our threatening to fire red-hot balls upon
the town and reduce it to ashes, than from the
force of our artillery ; as we did not discharge
a single shot, lest the garrison should become
acquainted with the smallness of their calibre,
which might. have encouraged them to defend
themselves.

The town first proposed to surrender without
the castle ; but as the Prince refused to receive
the one without the other, the inhabitants be-
came alarmed, and obliged the garrison to join
in the capitulation. The military were made
prisoners of war, and dismissed, after taking an
oath not to bear arms against the house of Stuart
for the space of one year.

It is impossible to conceive why Marshal
Wade, generally allowed to be the best general
officer in the service of England, did not ad-
vance to Brampton, and endeavour to stop the
progress of the Prince, by giving him battle,
having an army of regular troops more than
double the number of that of the Prince. Whe-
ther he was afraid of exposing himself to the
Highlanders, after the disgrace of his brother-
officer General Cope; whether he was unable
to move from the diseases in his army, his sol-
diers not being accustomed to the fatigues of
winter campaigns ; or whether he had particular
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instructions from King George to risk nothing,
and not to leave Newcastle, lest the colliers,
who amount to meore than twenty thousand,
should seize this favourable opportunity for re-
volting, and join the Prince, in order to liberate
themselves and their posterity from perpetual
slavery in the mines, it is impossible to say ; but
he remained always inactive under the walls of
that town. *

* The conduct of Marshal Wade is certainly inexplicable ;
and, as it appears infinitely more censurable than that of
General Cope, it is somewhat surprising that he was never
called to an account for it. Carlisle is only about sixty
miles from Newcastle. The rebels invested Carlisle on the
9th of November, and the news of this might have reached
him in a day or two, yet he did not quit Newcastle till the
15th, (for the author is mistaken in supposing that he did
not quititat all,) the very day the city and castle of Carlisle
surrendered. On the 17th, he had got as far as Hexham,
twenty-two miles from Newcastle, when he received inform-
ation of the surrender, upon which he quietly marched his
troops back again. He had not the excuse of General
Cope for delaying his march, as the scene of operations was
not destitute of provisions, and therefore no great prepara-
tions were rendered necessary..

With respect to the supposed slavery of the colliers of
Newcastle, this is a mistake into which it was very easy for
a Scotsman of that day to fall. The colliers and salters of
Scotland were then, and long afterwards, in a state of slavery ;
and the author naturally supposed that the English colliers
were in the same situation. What led to the general eman-
cipation of villains in former ages, led to the emancipation
of these bondsmen in our days; namely, the interest of their
masters. While a free-labourer received considerably less
wages in Scotland than at Newcastle, the enslaved Scots
collier received one-third more than the free English collier,
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M. Patullo, our muster-master, reviewed our
army at Carlisle, when it did not exceed four
thousand five hundred men. * The Prince held
a council of all the Highland chiefs, in* which
he again pretended that he had received fresh
letters from his friends in England, assuring him

* M. Patullo himself says, in his answer to some queries
from Mr. Home, ¢ the number of the rebels, when they
began their march into England, was a few above 5000 foot,
with about 500 on horseback, mostly Low-Country gentle-
men, and their servants, under the names of guards, hussars,
&c.;” and Mr. Home, on his authority, says, ¢ when the
rebels began their march to the southward, they were not
6000 men complete ; they exceeded 5500, of whom 400 or
500 were cavalry.” Ray of Whitehaven, a volunteer under
the Duke of Cumberland, states, in his ¢ Complete History
of the Rebellion,” (a violent and vulgar party production,)
that the numbers of the rebel army were taken by the
principal inhabitants of Derby, in all the parishes, on the
first and second nights of their stay in that town; and that
on the first night they amounted to 7008, and on the second
to 7148. This account would not differ very much from that
of M. Patullo, as the rebels had been joined in England by
the men who formed the Manchester regiment, if we were
to suppose that the numbers on leaving Edinburgh, and at
the review at Carlisle, were the same. But as Mr. Home
informs us that, of the whole number, not guite four thou-
sand were real Highlanders, who formed the Clan regiments ;
and that a good many men had deserted from the Low-
Country regiments, in the march from Edinburgh to
Carlisle,” there is good reason for suspecting that the
author’s account of the result of the review at Carlisle is not
far distant from the truth; though M. Patullo states, that
<« after the retreat from England, there appeared on the
Green of Glasgow full 5000 men.” Most of the English and
about 300 Scots had on the retreat been left behind at
Carlisle.
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that lhe should find all of them in arms, on his
arrival at Preston. The chiefs represented in
strong terms the danger of attempting to pene-
trate farther into England, with such a small
army ; and maintained that his most prudent
course was to return to Scotland, fix his re-
sidence at Edinburgh, and carry on a defensive
war in that country, till such time as he was in
a condition to change it into an offensive one ;
as all the succours expected from the English,
who had promised to join him on the borders,
had vanished into smoke. The Prince, how-
ever, insisted always on advancing into Eng-
land; and the chiefs at length gave their
consent. ‘

Our cavalry left Carlisle on the 20th of No-
vember, and marched that day to Penrith, a
distance of twelve miles. * It consisted of two
companies of life-guards, composed of young
gentlemen. Lord Elcho, now Earl of Wemyss
and a peer of Scotland, a nobleman equally dis-
tinguished for his illustrious birth, and his sin-
gular merit, commanded the first company ; and
Lord Balmerino commanded the second. Be-
sides the life-guards, there was a body of one
hundred and fifty gentlemen on horseback, com-
manded by Lord Pitsligo.t On the 21st, the

* Penrith is eighteen miles from Carlisle.

+ ¢ This Peer,” says Mr. Home, * who drew after him
such a number of gentlemen, had only a moderate fortune;
but he was much beloved and greatly esteemed by his neigh-
bours, who looked upon him as a man of excellent judg-
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Prince followed with the infantry, and passed
the night at Penrith; Lord Elcho, with the
cavalry which he commanded, as first captain of
the life-guards, passed the night at Shap, a
village eight miles south from Penrith. The
Prince, on quitting Carlisle, left a garrison of
two or three hundred men in the castle.

On the 22d the cavalry advanced to Kendal,
and the infantry, with the Prince, remained at
Penrith; and on the 28d the cavalry and in-
fantry met at Kendal. On the 24th, the cavalry
passed the night at Lancaster, whilst the in-
fantry rested at Kendal; and on the 25th, the
cavalry advanced to Preston, and the infantry
passed the night at Lancaster.

The cavalry, having passed the bridge of
Preston on the 26th, occupied a village near the
suburbs, and our infantry arrived at Preston.
The Prince held here a council of the chiefs of
clans; gave them fresh hopes of being joined

ment, and of a wary and cautious temper ; so that when he,
who was deemed so wise and prudent, declared his purpose
of joining Charles, most of the gentlemen in that part of the
country where he lived, who favoured the Pretender’s cause,
put themselves under his command, thinking they could not
follow a better or a safer guide than Lord Pitsligo.” Dr.
King says of this nobleman, that he was universally admired
and beloved, and that he persuaded himself he had ¢ not
one enemy in the world.” He held the situation in the
rebel army which the author of Waverley assigns to the
Baron, of Bradwardine, that adinirable portrait of a Scots.
gentleman of the last age.
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by his English partisans, on their arrival at
Manchester ; and persuaded them to continue
their march. The whole army was allowed to
rest itself’ during the 27th at Preston. On the
28th our army left Preston, and passed the night
at Wigan; and on the 29th we arrived at Man-
chester, where we remained during the 30th.

On the evening of the battle of Gladsmuir,
the Prince having given me a commission of
captain of infantry, without attaching me to any
regiment, tired of the functions of aid-de-camp,
which wore me out with fatigue, 1 immediately
began to exert fnyself to raise a company, and
when it was completed, I joined with it the regi-
ment of the Duke of Perth, and resigned my
laborious office. This did not take place, how-
ever, without some expression of pique on the
part of Lord George Murray, who was unwilling
that I should quit him. . The Duke of Perth im-
mediately placed me in the artillery, with three
other companies of his regiment, a situation al-
most as fatiguing as that which I had quitted, as
I'was frequently obliged to pass the night in the
open air, and without any shelter, in the most
severe weather, in the midst of winter, when
any of the waggons happened to break down
from the badness of the roads, in order to take
care of the artillery, whilst the workmen were
repairing. the waggons.

One of my serjeants, named D1ckson, whom
I had enlisted from among the prisoners of war
at Gladsmuir, a young Scotsman, as brave and

4
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intrepid as a lion, and very much attached to
my interest, informed me, on the 27th, at Pres-
ton, that he had been beating up for recruits all
day without getting one; and that he was the
more chagrined at this, as the other serjeants had
had better success. He therefore came to ask
my permission to get a day’s march a-head of
the army, by setting out immediately for Man-
chester, a very considerable town of England,
containing 40,000 inhabitants, in order to make
sure of some recruits before the arrival of the
army. I reproved him sharply for entertaining
so wild and extravagant a project, which exposed
him to the danger of being taken and hanged,
and I ordered him back to his company. Having
much confidence in him, I had given him a
horse, and entrusted him with m); portmanteau,
that I might always have it with me. On en-
tering my quarters in the evening, my landlady
informed me that my servant had called and
taken away my portmanteau and blunderbuss.
I immediately bethought myself of his extrava-
gant project, and his situation gave me much
uneasiness. = But on our arrival at Manchester,
on the evening of the following day, the 29th,
Dickson brought me about one hundred and
eighty recruits, whom he had enlisted for my
company.

He had quitted Preston, in the evening, with
his mistress and my drummer; and having
marched all night he ‘arrived next morning at
Manchester, which is about twenty miles distant
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from Preston, and immediately began to beat up
for recruits for ¢ the yellow haired laddie.” The
populace, at first, did not interrupt him, con.
ceiving our army to be near the town; but as
soon as they knew that it would not arrive till
the evening, they surrounded him in a tumult-
uous manner, with the intention of taking him
prisoner, alive or dead. Dickson presented his
blunderbuss, which was charged with slugs,
threatening to blow out the brains of those who
first dared to lay hands on himself or the two
who accompanied him; and by turning round
continually, facing in all directions, and behaving
like a lion, he soon enlarged‘the circle, which
a crowd of people had formed round them.
Having continued for some time to manceuvre
in this way, those of the inhabitants of Man-
chester who were attached to the house of Stuart,
took arms, and flew to the assistance of Dickson,
to rescue him from the fury of the mob; so that
he soon had five or six hundred men to aid him,
who dispersed the crowd in a very short time.
Dickson now triumphed in his turn; and putting
himself at the head of his followers, he proudly
paraded undisturbed the whole day, with his
drummer, enlisting for my company all who
offered themselves.

On presenting me with a list of one hundred
and eighty recruits, 1 was agreeably surprised to
find that the whole amount of his expences did
not exceed three guineas. This adventure of
Dickson gave rise to many a joke, at the expense

F
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of the town of Manchester, from the singular
circumstance of its having been taken by a ser-
jeant, a drummer, and a girl. The circumstance
may serve to show the enthusiastic courage of
our army, and the alarm and terror with which
the English were seized.

I did not derive any advantage from these
recruits, to the great regret of Dickson. Mr.
Townley, formerly an officer in the service of
France, who had joined us some days before, ob-
tained the rank of colonel, with permission toraise
a regiment entirely composed of English; and the
Prince ordered me to deliver over to him all
those whom Dickson had enlisted for me. It
was called the Manchester regiment, and never
exceeded three hundred men; of whom the re-
cruits furnished by my serjeant formed more
than the half. These were all the English who
ever declared themselves openly in favour of the
Prince; and the chiefs of the clans were not
far wrong, therefore, in distrusting the pretended
succours, on which the Prince so implicitly relied.

Our army left Manchester on the 1st of De-
cember, and passed the night at Macclesfield.
On the 2d, our cavalry reached Congleton, a
town about three leagues from Newcastle-under-
lyne, where the Duke of Cumberland was posted
with an army of ten thousand men, who retired
to Litchfield on the approach of our troops.*

* Mr. Home states, that the rebel army marched from
Manchester to Macclesfield; that at Macclesfield it divided,
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Lord Elcho having suddenly entered Newcastle-
under-Lyne, to reconnoitre the enemy, took
Mr. Weir, the principal spy of the Duke of
Cumberland, prisoner. On the 3d, our cavalry
advanced to Ashborn, having passed through
Leek, where our infantry stopt for the night.
On the 4th, the whole of our army reached
Derby, a considerable town, about thirty leagues
distant from London. * The Duke of Cumber-
land being only a league from Derby, our army
employed the 5th in making preparations for
giving battle to him next morning. There was
a great disproportion between the numbers of
the two armies; but the inequality was balanced
by the heroic ardour of the Highlanders,
animated, on that occasion, to the highest pitch
of enthusiasm, and breathing nothing but a
desire for the combat. They were to be seen,
during the whole day, in crowds before the
shops of the cutlers, quarrelling about who
should be the first to sharpen and give a_proper
edge to their swords. -
Whilst every preparation was makmg for

and one division advanced by Congleton, and the other
straight on to Leek; and from Leek, by Ashborn to Derby,
where both divisions arrived on the 4th of Deqember; that
divisions of the Duke of Cumberland’s army lay at Litch-
field, Coventry, Stafford, and Newcastle-under-Lyne; and
that it seemed to be the intention of the rebels to avoid an
action with the Duke’s army, and push on to London.
* Derby is 127 miles from London.
F 2
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giving battle to the Duke of Cumberland next
morning, a courier arrived from Lord John
Drummond, brother to the Duke of Perth; and
the dispatches of which he was the bearer,
totally changed the face of our affairs.* His

* Mr. Home states, that ¢ in the march from Carlisle to
Derby, notice came to Charles that Lord John Drummond,
the Duke of Perth’s brother, had arrived at Montrose with
his own regiment of foot, which he called the Royal Scots,
with Fitzjames’s regiment of horse, and the picquets of six
Irish regiments, in the service of France.” The statement of
our author is much more likely to be true ; and indeed the
whole of his account of the proceedings at Derby contains
the only rational explanation of the resolutions then adopted
by the rebel army. This account is the more valuable, as
it contains the most complete and satisfactory refutation of
the calumnies circulated by John Hay, who acted, for a
time, as the Prince’s secretary, against Lord George
Murray. Hay states, that ¢ there was a council of war
held at Macclesfield, in which it was unanimously agreed to
make some forced marches, so as to get between the Duke’s
army and London, and then march on as fast as they could
to the capital:” and that, ¢ one of the keenest for that
measure was Lord George Murray :” that Lord George
Murray falsely used the names of many chiefs at Derby, to
induce the prince to believe that it was the general desire
of the chiefs to retreat; and that Charles ¢ was extremely
offended, and absolutely averse to march back, since they
had now so far carried their point as to have got before the
Duke’s army.” Mr. Home, aware that Lord George Murray
had stated that from the time the army entered England,
only two councils of war were held, ¢ one at Brompton in
regard of besieging Carlisle, or going to attack General
‘Wade ; the other at Carlisle, where it was resolved to march
forward,” and that;“ what happened at Derby was acci-
dental,” transmitted queries to Charles at Rome, who
contradicted part of Hay’s statement; but refused to say
whether or not there was a council of war held at Maccles-



REBELLION OF 1745. 69

lordship informed the Prince of his having
landed at Montrose, with his regiment of royal
Scots, newly raised in France, and some picquets
of the Irish brigade. He added, in his letter
to the Prince, that before his departure from
France, the whole Irish brigade had embarked,
besides several French regiments; and that
there was every probability they would arrive
in Scotland before his letter could reach the
Prince. He informed the Prince, at the same
time, that he had a force of three thousand men,
partly composed of the troops brought by him
from France, and partly of the Highlanders who
could not join the Prince before his departure
for England. On our arrival at Derby, a
courier had been dispatched to London, who
returned next day, and informed us, that, be-
sides the army of the Duke of Cumberland,
which was within a few miles of Derby, there
was another army of thirty thousand men en-
camped on Finchley Common ; which, however,
with the exception of some regiments of guards,
consisted mostly of militia.

In the afternoon of the 5th, the prince held
a council on the accounts which the two

field, at which the resolution to march on to London was
taken. If, however, the dispatches from Lord John Drum-
mond only reached the rebel army at Derby, the resolution.
to retreat then was not inconsistent with a prior resolution
at Macclesfield to advance, whether such resolution was
taken with or without the assent of a council of war.

F 3
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couriers had brought. The council sat a long
time, and the debates were very keen. The
question for deliberation was, whether we should
continue to advance<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>