DEFINITIVE TREATY OF PEAC:fli

Between the United States of Ame1ica and his Britannic
Majesty. (a)
Sept. 3, 1783.

In the name of the Most Holy and Undivided Trinity.
IT having pleased the D ivine Providence to dispose the hearts of the
most serene and most potent Prince GEORGE the T hird, by the Grace
of God King of Great-Britain, France and Ireland, Defender of the
Faith, Duke of Brunswick and Lu!lebourg, .Arch-Treasurer and Prince
Elector of the Holy R oman Empue, &c. and of the UNITED STATES
OF .AMERIC.A, to forget all past misunderstandings and differences that
have unhappily interrupted the good corre.spondence and friendship
which they mutually wish to restore; and to establish such a beneficial
and satisfactory intercourse between the two countries, upon t he ground
of reciprocal advantages and mutual convenience, as may promote and

(a) T he decisions of the Courts of the United States in ciiSes arising under the D efinitive Treaty of
P eace with Great Britain of September 3, 1783, have been:
The fifth article of the treaty of peace of 1783, between the United States and Great Britain, conclud.
ing with this clause: " And it is agreed, that all persons who have any interest in confiscated lands,
either by deblll, marriage settlemenlll, or otherwise, ebo.ll meet with no Jnwful impediment in the proaecution of their just rights;" applies to those cues whcro an actual confiscation bas taken place; and
atipulatee, that in such ca68S, the interCllt of all persons having a lien upon such lands shall be preserved.
That clause of the treaty pteserved the lien o( a mortgagee of confiscated lands, which, at the time of
the treaty, remained unsold. Higgimon v. Mtin, 4 Crancb, 415; 2 Cond. Rep. 155.
The treaties with Great Britain, of 1783 and 1794, only/rovide for titles existing at the time those
treaties were made, and not for titles subsequently ac~uire . Actual possession or"property is not no·
ceeaary to give the party the benefit of the treaty. Bl&ght'l Leuee v. Roche•ter, 7 Wheat. 535 ; 5 Cond.
Rop. 935.
Where J .D., an alien and British subject , came into the United States subsequent to tbe treat{ of
1783, and, before the treaty of 1794 was signed, died seised .of lands, it WIIS held that the title o his
heirs to the land was not protected by the. treaty of I 794. Ibid.
Thomas Scott, a native of South Carolina, died in 1782, intestate, seised of land on J ames Island,
having two daughters, Ann and Sarah, both born in South Carolina before the declaration of independ.
ence. Sarah married D.P. a citizen of South Carolina, and died in 1802, entitled to one half of the
estate. Tbo British took possession of J ames Jsland and Charleston in February and May, 1780; and
in 1781 Ann Scott married Joseph Shanks, a British officer; and at the evacuation of Charleston in
1782, ahe went to England with her husband, where ahe remained until her death in 1801. Sho left five
children, born in E ngland. They claimed the other moioty of the real estate of Thomaa Scott, in right
of their mother, under the ninth article of the treaty of peace between this country and Greet Rritain
of the 19th of November , 1794. HeU, that they were entitled to recover and hold the same. SAanh
el al. v. Dupo111 d al. 3 Peters, 242.
All Briti.eh born subjects, whoso ollegianeo Great Britain has never renounced, ought, upon genero.l
principloe of interpretation, to be held within the intent, as they certainly are within the words, of the
treaty of 1794. Ibid. 250.
The treaty of 17831 acted upon the state of things as it existed at thnt period. It took the actual state
of things liS its basis. All those, whether nativea or otherwise, who then adhered to the American states,
were virtually absolved from all allegiance to tho British crown; all those who then adhered to ths Bri·
ti.eh crown were deemed and held subjects of that crown. The treaty of peace was a treo.ty operating
between otatce and the inhabitants thereof. Ibid. 274.
Tho aeveralstatee which compose this Union, so for nt lens! as regarded their municipnl regulation•,
became entitled,from the time when they declared themselves independent, to all the rights nnd powers
of sovereign states; and did not derive t.hem from concessions of the British kin!l". The treaty of peace
contains a recognition of the independence of these states, not a grant of it. 'l'he laws of tho severa l
&tate governmen~s, passed after the declaration of independence, ~ere the laws of sovereign states, and
aa such wore obhgutory upon tho people of each staLe. M' llvame v. Core'• Lessee, 4 Crunch, 209; 2
Cond. Rep. 86.
The pToporty of British corporations, in this country, is protected by the si~th article of tho treaty of
ptace of 1783, in the same manner as those of natural persona; and their title, thus protected. is con·
firmed by the ninth article of the treaty of 1794, so that it could not be forfeited by any intermediate
legalative act, or other proceeding for the defect of alienage. Tl&e Society for Propagallng the Go.optl,
4-c. v. Ne.» Havtn, 8 Wheat. 464; 5 Cond. Rep. 489. Sec al~o, post, p. 116, n.
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s~cure to both perpetual peace and harmony: And having for this de-

~lrable end, already laid the foundation of peace and reconciliation by
the provisional articles, signed at Paris, on the thirtieth of November,
one thousand seven hundred and eighty-two, by the commissioners empowered on each part, which articles we.re agreed to be inserted in,
and to constitute the treaty of peace proposed to be concluded between
t he crown of Great-Britain and the said United States, but which treaty
was not to be concluded until terms of peace should be agreed upon
between Great-Britain and France, and his Britannic Majesty should be
ready to conclude such treaty accordingly; and the treaty between
Great-Britain ond France, having since been concluded, his Britannic
Majesty and the United Stales of America, iu order to carry into full
effect the provisional articles abovementioned, according to the tenor
thereof, have constituted nnd appointed,o.that is to say, His Britannic
Majesty on his part, D avid H artley, Esquire, Member of the Parliament
of Great-Britain; and the said United States on their part, John Adams,
Esquire, late a Commissioner of the United States of America at the
C ourt of Versailles, late Delegate in Congress from the state of MassachuseU.l!, and Chief J ustice of the said state, and Minister P lenipotentiary of the said United States to their H igh Migbtinesses the States
General of the United Netherlands; Benjamin Franklin, Esquire, l ate
Delegate in Congress from the state of P ennsylvania, President of the
Convention of the said state, and Minister Plenipotentiary from the
United States of America at the Court of Versailles; John Jay, Esquire,
la te President of Congress, and Chief Justice of the state of NewY ork, and Minister Plenipoteutiary from the said United States at the
C ourt of Madrid, to be the Plenipotentiaries for the concluding and
signing the present definitive treaty; who after having reciprocally communicated their respective full powers, have agreed upon and confirmed
the following articles.

ARTICLE I.
His Britannic Majesty acknowledges the said United States, viz. U nlted Stntu
New-Hampshire, Massachusetts-Bay, Rhode-Island and Providence acknowledged
to be indepenPlantations, Connecticut, New-York, New-Jersey, Penn~ylvania, Dela- dent.
ware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, South-Carolina, and Georgia,
to be free, sovereign and independent States; that he treats with them
as such; and for himself, his heirs and successors, relinquishes all
claims to the government, propriety and territorial rights of the same,
and every part thereof.

ARTICLE II.
And that all disputes which m.ight arise in future, on the subject of the
boundaries of the said United States, may be prevented, it is hereby agreed
and declared, that the following are, and shall be their boundaries, viz.
Prom the north-west angle of Nova-Scotia, viz. that angle which is
formed by a line, drawn due north from the source of St. Croix river to
the Uiahlands; along the snid Highlands which divide those rivers, that
empty themselves into the river St. Lawrence, from those which fall into
the At !antic ocean, to the northwesternmost head of Connecticut river,
thence down along the middle of that river, to the forty-fifth degree of
tlorth latitude; from thence, by a line due west on said latitude, until
it strikes the riv er Iroquois or Cataraquy; thence along the middle of
said river into lake Ontario, through the middle of said lake until it
strikes the communication by water between that lake and lake Erie;
thence along the middle of said communication into lnke Erie, through
the middle of said lake until it arrives at the water-communication
between that lake and lake Huron ; thence along the middle of said
water-communication into the lake Huron; thence through the middle
of said lake to the water-communication between that Jake and lake
Superior: thence through lake Superior northward of the isles Roval
V OL. VIII .
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and Phelipcaux, to the Long Lake.; th_ence through_the middle of said
L ong Lake and the water-commum catlon between tt and the Lake of
the Woods ' to the said L ake of the Woods ; thence th rough the said
lake to the' most north-western point thereol~ and from thence on a due
west course to the river Missisippi; thence by a line to be dr awn along
the middle of the said river Missisippi until it shall intersect the northernmost part of "the thirty-first degree of. no~th latitude.. South by a
line to be drawn due east from the determmattoo of the lme last mentioned, in the latitude of thirty-one degrees north of the Equator, to
the middle of the river Apalachi cola or Catahouche; thence along the
middle thereof to its junction with the F lint river; thence strait to the
head of St. l\1ary's river; and thence down along the middle of St.
Mary's river to the A~ antic ocean. E ast by a li~e to be drawn along
the middle of the river St. Croix, from its mouth 10 the B ay of Fundy
to its source, and from its source directly north to the aforesaid Highlands which divide the rivers that fall into the Atlantic ocean, from
those which fall into the river St. Lawrence; comprehending all islands
within twenty leagues of any part of the shores of the United States,
and lying between lines to be drawn due east from the points where the
aforesaid boundaries between Nova-Scotia on the one part, and EastFlorida on the other, shall respectively touch the Bay of Fundy and the
Atlantic ocean ; excepting such islands as now are, or heretofore have
been within the limits of the said province of Nova-Scotia.
Right of fishery 16Cured.

ARTICLE III.
It is agreed that the people of the United States shall continue to
enjoy unmolested the r ight to take fish of every kind on t he Grand
Bank, and on all the other banks of N ewfoundland; also in the gulph
of St. Lawrence, and at all other places in the sea, where the inhabitants of both countries used at any time heretofore to fish; and also
that the inhabitants of the United States shall have liberty to take fish
of every kind on such pat·t of the coast of Newfoundland as British
fishermen shall use (but not to dry or cure the same on that island);
and also on the coasts, bays and creeks of all other of his Britann ic
Majesty's dominions in A merica; and that the American fishermen
shall hnve liberty to dry and cure fish in any of the unsettled bays, harbours and creeks of Nova-Scotia, Magdalen islands, and L abrador, so
long as the same shall remain unsettled ; but so soon as the same or
either of them shall be settled, it shall not be lawful for the sqid fishermen to dry or cure fish at such settlement, without a previous agreement for that purpose with the inhabitants, proprietors or possessors of
the ground.

ARTICLE IV.
Debts to be

paid.

It is agreed that creditors on either side, shall meet with no lawful
impediment to the recovery of the full value in sterli ng money, of all
bona fide debts heretofore contracted.

ARTICLE V.
Congress 10
~t is agreed that lhe <?ongress shall earnestly recommend it to the
recommend 10 legt~latures of the respecttve states, to provide for the restitution of all
the states resti·
tution of confis- estates, ri~~1ts and_ properties, which have been c;onfiscated, belonging
cated estates. · to real B nt~sh su.bjec.ts, ~nd ~!so of the est.ates, rights and properties of
persons restdent 10 dtstncts 10 the possess ton of his Majesty's arms, and
who have not borne arms against the said United States. And that
persons of any other descr_iption shall have free liberty to go to any part
or parts of any of the tlurteen United States and therein to remain
twelve months, unmolested in their cndeal'our; to obtain the restitution
of such of their estates, rights and properties, as may have been confil'C:tted; and that Congre·s s shall :tlso earnestlv recommend to the
sevcr:tl states a re.eonsideration ;tnd re\·ision of all nets nr laws reuard0
iug the pre:ni~es. so a:; to mnder the s:ticl l;tw~ nr actll perfer.tl.v c<•!:·

.·.

DEFINITIVE TREATY WITH GREAT BRITAIN.

sistent, not only with justice and equity, but with that spirit of conciliation, which on the return of the blessings of peace should universally
prevail. And that Congress shall also earnestly recommend to the
several states, that the estates, rights and properties of such last mentioned persons, shall be restored to them, they refunding to any persons
who may be no1v in possession, the bona fide price (where any has been
given) which such persons may have paid on purchasing any of the said
lands, rights or properties, since the confiscation. And it is agreed,
that all persons who have any interest in confiscated lands, either by
debts, marriage settlements, or otherwise, shall meet with no lawful
impediment in the prosecution of their just rights.
ARTICLE VI.
That there shall be no future confiscations made, nor any prosecutions commenced against any person or persons for, or by reason of the
part which he or they may have taken in the present war; and that no
person shall, on that account, suffer any future loss or damage, either in
his person, liberty or property; and that those who may be in confin~
ment on such charges, at the time of the ratification of the treaty in
America, shall be immediately set at liberty, and the prosecutions so
commenced be discontinued.
'
ARTICLE VII.
There shall be a firm and perpetual peace between his Britannic
Majesty and the said States, and between the subjects of the one and
the citizens of the other, wherefore all hostilities, both by sea and land,
shall from henceforth cease : all prisoners on both sides shall be set at
liberty, and his Britannic Majesty shall, with all convenient speed, and
without causing any destruction, or carrying away any negroes or other
property of the American inhabitants, withdraw all his armies, garrisons and fleets from the said United States, and from every post, place
and harbour within the same; leaving in all fortifications the American
artillery that may be therein ; and shall also order and cause all archives,
records, deeds and papers, belonging to any of the said states, or their
citizens, which in the course of the war may have fallen into the hands
of his officers, to be forthwith restored and delivered to the proper states
and persons to whom they belong.
ARTICLE VIII.
The navigation of the river Missisippi, from its source to the ocean,
shall for ever remain free and opeu to the subjects of Great-Britain, and
the citizens of the United States.
ARTICLE IX.
In case it ~hould so happen that any place or territory belonging to
Great-Britain or to the United States, should have been conquered by the
arms of either from the other, before the arrival of the said provisional
articles in America, it is agreed, that the. same shall be restored without
difficulty, and without requiring aoy compensation.
ARTICLE X.
The solemn ratifications of the present treaty, expedited in good and
due form, shall be exchanged between the contracting parties, in the
space of six months, or sooner if possible, to be computed .from the day
of the signature of the present treaty. In witness whereof, we the undersigned, their Ministers Plenipotentiary, have in their name aod in
virtue of our full powers, signed with our hands the present definitive
trelaty, and caused the seals of our arms to be affixed thereto.
Done at Paris, this third day of September, in the year of our Lord
one thousand seven hundred and eighty-three.
D. HARTLEY,
(L. s.)
(L. s.)
JOHN ADAMS,
(J,. s.)
B. FRANKLIN,

JOHN JAY.
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