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PLYMOUTH I My childhood's cherished home
By Pemigewaaaet's side,
My thoughts to thee still fondly roam
With never falling pride.
What though the ruthless hand of Time,
And man's, more ruthless stiU,
Have swept the glories of your prime
From homestead vale and hill,
Yet memory wanders with delight,
Amid your woods and streams,
Where lurks the ever beckoning sprite
Of youth's departed dreams.
Though saddening thoughts will cluster round
Where once our homestead stood,
Like standing on a funeral mound
In retrospective mood,
While vanished joys and early loves
Like haunting mourners stand,
And long-stilled voices from their coves
Reflect the shadowy band,
Still beauty lingers 'mid decay,
With fading glories blent,
As round the broken vase of clay
Will cling the roses' scent.
I gaze enraptured on your hills
Which compass you around
Like sentinels, whose silence thrills,
To guard enchanted ground.
While northward grandeur bold and clear
Confronts the searching eye,
Where Pelion upon Ossa rear
Those cloud-capped bills on high.
Down through the valley's peaceful glades
The Pemigewaaaet flows,
A mirror of the lights and shades
That in its depths repose.
Its source amid the granite walls
Springs pare and fresh and free,
And hastening to its destined falla,
Commingling, seeks the sea.
Like niche reserved for household gods
In memory's sacred cell,
I 'll shrine thee, Plymouth, till thy sods
Shall cover me as well.
And thou, fair river, onward glide,
Thou to thy course art true;
May I, wftb all my human pride,
A lesson learn from you.

WALTER M. ROGERS.

PREFACE.

I

N a perusal of this volume the reader is invited to bear in
mind that the records of Plymouth to the year 1799 are lost
apparently beyond a hope of recovery. This loss in a small
measure is compensated by the fortunate preservation of the
original warrants and the town clerk's minutes of the proceedings
of a few of the town meetings from 1766 to 1799. On account
of this serious break in the records of Plymouth a few subjects
are omitted and others are treated more briefly than the author
desired.
Plymouth from the beginning has occupied a prominent position in Grafton County, and the attitude and influence of the town
in county affairs have received attention in the following pages.
During the War of the Revolution the record of the town is
the continued story of patriotism and sacrifice. The chapters
relating to this feature of the History of Plymouth have been
carefully written, and to the narrative of individual service has
been added an account of the attitude of the town and the intimate connection of Plymouth with the related affairs of the
county and State.
The most gratifying reward for writing the History of Plymouth is found in the pleasing memories that linger when the
work is done. Representing the town, the committee in a kind
and efficient manner ~ rendered valuable assistance, and to
each of them I am under an obligation that passes from the relations of asSociates to the higher plane of regard and friendship.·
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From Otis G. Hammond of the State Library, Edward N.
Pearson, Secretary of State, Alvin Burleigh, George H. Adams,
Rodney E. Smythe, and William J. Randolph of Plymouth, and
from my brother Samuel Henry Stearns I have received mauy
favors, and to them I am deeply indebted.
EZRA S. STEARNS.
JhTCDBBG, MJ.11.,

1905.
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lfiNAL REPORT OF THE TOWN HISTORY
COMMITI'EE.

D

ISCUSSION among certain citizens concerning the desir·
ability of a history of Plymouth led to action by the town,
which at the annual meeting, March 12, 1895, upon motion of
John Keniston, passed the following vote: tt Voted that a history of the town of Plymouth be prepared
by and under the direction of a committee of seven members,
consisting of the ministers of the three local churches and four
other members to be appointed by the selectmen, with the fol·
lowing provisos: tt The board shall organize itself; shall make a brief report of
its doings at each annual town meeting; shall be authorized to
expend not e."Cceeding fifty dollars annually, the money to be paid
by the town from moneys not otherwise appropriated."

Additional sums of money have been appropriated by the town
at its annual meetings, and the ~ipts and expenditures under
these appropriations are shown in the printed reports of the
treasurer of the committee.
The original ez officio members of the committee were: Rev. Frank G. Clark, Congregationalist,
Rev. George N. Dorr, Methodist Episcopal,
Rev. Noel E . Spicer, Universalist;
and those appointed by tb:e selectmen were: John Keniston,
Dr. Robert Burns,

Dean S. Currier,
Frank W. Russell.

DV
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At the first meeting of the committee, April 26, 1895, Frank
W. Russell was elected chairman and Dean S. Currier secretary
and treasurer.
Rev. Frank G. Clark, upon his removal from town in 1904 was
succeeded by Rev. Clinton W. Wilson. Rov. George N. Dorr
has been followed by Rev. John A. Bowler, Rev. J. H. Emerson,
Rev. Willis M. Cleaveland, Rev. ·Robert T. Wolcott, and Rev.
E. 0. E. Dorion. Rev. Noel E. Spicer has given way to
Rev. W. A. Williams, and he to Rev. Bernard C. Ruggles. In
1899 Dean S. CUrrier left Plymouth, and his place as secretary
and treasurer has been filled by Wm. G. Hull. Dr. Robert Burns
has been absent from Plymouth since the Spanish-American war
of 1898, and no appointment to that vacancy has been made.
Boon after its organization the committee distributed blanks
for family record to the members and descendants of Plymouth
families. These blanks were accompanied by circulars indicating
the manner in which they were to be filled out, and referring to
various sources of information, but the replies received were few
and meagre. It was apparent that if the wish of tho town to
secure its history was to bo realized tho task must be oonfi<lod
to one man who was experienced in work of that nature and could
devote his entire time to it. In April, 1899, Rev. Moses T.
Runnels was engaged as town historian. He had previously shown
himself well qualified for the position, his History of Sanbornton
being esteemed by competent critics a " Classic " among town
histories. Mr. Runnels proved both faithful and abl~, and he
gathered much genealogical material, but his labors were terminated by his death in March, 1902. In April, 1902, Rev. John
L. Merrill, ·formerly of Newbury, Vt., but then of Fitchburg,
Mass., consented to continue the history, but in a few weeks ill
health compelled him to relinquish the undertaking.
In May, 1902, the committee secured the services of Ron.
Ezra S. Stearns, now of Fitchburg, Mass., but long a resident of
New Hampshire, with the understanding that he was to· write
a volume of history and to revise and complete the volume of
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genealogy and superintend the publication. Mr. Stearns was no
novice in an enterprise of this character, being already widely and
favorably known as the author of the histories of Rindge, N. H.,
and Ashburnham, Mass., and the compiler of a revision of the
genealogical portion of the History of Littleton, N. H. He at
once entered upon his duties with zeal and has performed them
with marked ability. In all transactions with Mr. Stearns the
committee has found him welcoming suggestion, tolerant of criticism, and laudably ambitious to produce a history that would be
creditable to him and useful to present and former residents of
Plymouth and their posterity. The committee considers that he
bas nccomplisl1ed this purpose.
The town having voted at its annual meeting, March 8, 1904,
u to authorize the selectmen to guarantee the cost of printing
the town history," the committee made a contract, April 25,
1904, with the University Press (John Wilson & Son, Incorporated) of Cambridge, Mass., to furnish all materials for and
print, bind, and deliver one thousand copies of the History of
Plymouth, N. H., in two volumes, viz., Vol. I, Narrative, Vol. II,
Genealogy.
The payment of all indebtedness upon this contract was guar·
antccd by the selectmen (Heber W. Hull, Charles W. George,
an<l William J. Itandolph) in accordance with the vote of the
town above referred to.
Tho committee believes that tho History of Plymouth as now
completed nnd rendy for <lelivery to purchasers will not suffer by
comparison with those of other towns. The record of families is
unusually full and given in greater detail than is ordinarily
attempted. If briefer mention is made of some persons than
their merits would warrant, or if names are missing which should
properly appear there, it may be assumed that the necessary
infonnation was not furnished by tho people who would naturally be most interested in doing so. In this connection it may
be noted that a list of the taxpayers of Plymouth from 1770 to
1900 and a compilation of the vital statistics of the town from
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1850 to 1900, both of them made by the Misses Hattie and
Augusta Sargent of Plymouth, have been filed in the town clerk's
.office.
Great care has been taken to avoid errors, but the history is
not free from them. Many of these have boon rectified in the
appendix, and the readers of these volumes are earnestly requested
to examine the " Corrections and Additions " there found before
concluding that the matter in which they are interested has been
wrongly presented or omitted altogether.
Aa it ia not practicable to name every one whose aid has been
invoked in the preparation of this history, the committee desires
to make a general acknowledgment of its indebtedness to them,
and hereby expresses its sincere thanks for the encouragement,
assistance, and support it has received during its service from
many individuals and from the town of Plymouth.
Respectfully submitted,

Flume

W. RussELL,

WILLU.K

G.

HULL,

JoHN KENISTON,
BEBNAJU)
CLINTON

0.

w.

RuGGLEs,
WILSON,

E. C. E. DoRioN,
t>J.nrouTB, N. B., Jan. 1, 1906.
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HISTORY OF PLYMOUTH, N.H.
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INTRODUCTION.

LYMOUTH, one of the shire towns of Grafton County, in
New Hampshire, is situated upon the west bank of the
Pemigewasset River, which divides the town from Holderness
and Ashland. The town is bounded on the north by the western
part of Campton, on the south by Bridgewater and· Hebron, and
on tho west by Groton and Rumney. The original grant included
a part of Hebron and Alexandria. The changes in the boundaries
and area of the township are presented in subsequent chapters.
The drainage of the township is through two confluent rivers and
eight contributory streams. The Pemigewasset, from the lofty
citadels of the north, in swollen torrents proclaims the grandeur
of the mountains which give it life, and in the placid waters of
summer it murmurs of the sunshine and meadows which gladden
its onward course. It rises in Profile Lake, beneath the rugged
features of the Old Man of the Mountain, in the midst of the·
Franconia range, and, flowing through Lincoln, Woodstock,.
Thornton, and Campton, it forms the eastern boundary of Plrmouth and joins the Winnepesaukee River at Franklin.. The·
united rivers become the Merrimack, which flows through peopled.
towns to the toil of the mills below.
Approaching Plymouth from the northern hills through narrow
and rock-walled ravines, the Pemigewasset, ever the servant and
master of man, surre~ders a part of its narrow valley for roads
:nul rnilwnys. Plymouth is rightly designated " Tho Gateway
to the Mountains."
YOL.I.-1

BISTOBY OJI' PLYKOUTH.

Baker's River, gathering· the streams at the base of Moosilauko
Mountain, in Benton, and receiving aftluents from the eastern part
of Orford, unites in Wentworth with a branch from Orange. It
1lows through tho southern part of Rumney and the northern
part of Plymouth, and empties into the Pemigewasset in the
northern part of the village. The railroad from Plymouth to
Woodsville is located through Plymouth, Rumney, and Wentworth, near the course of this river.
There are eight brooks in Plymouth, winding lik-e ribbons of
silver through the shadows of the forest and the greensward of
the meadows. Five of these limpid rivulets, three from .the north
and two from the south, 1low into Baker's River, and three, seeking a shorter journey to the eternity of rivers in the sea, are tiny
aftluents of the Pemigewasset.
Except upon the brook 1lowing from Loon Pond to Baker's
River, the foundations of ancient dams remain upon the banks
of all of them. The mills have fallen in decay and have not been
restored, but the purling brooks are still running to the sea, and
as joyously as in the olden time, when, resting at the dam, they
sprightly turned .the wheel at the mill, and dashing tho foam from
their rippling crests went laughing and dancing through the
meadows until thc;ly were hi~den in the bosom of the accumulating
river.
After a turbulent and tortuous course through the worn and
rocky gorges of the mountains, the Baker's and Pemigewaeset
rivers placidly glide through Plymouth in a first enjoyment of
rest and tranquillity. .From the inlet of Baker's River at the line
of Rumney to the .southern limit of the town, where the Pemige·
wasset regretfully passes restful Plymouth, a distance of nearly
eight miles, the fall in the level of the river is on1y twenty-five
feet.
The banks of cascades and swift-flowing rivers are rugged and
rockbound. The broad and beautiful interva]es are spread upon
the banks of rivers at rest. The lover of nature, charmed with
the beauty of the meadows upon the Pemigewnsset, will pro-
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nouncc them matchless until his enraptured eyes behold the valley
of Baker's River and all in Plymouth. In the sunshine of summer and of autumn, when the shadows of flying birds or fleecy
Clouds, like draperies of spirit form, sweep over tho mantle of
green, or when the waving blades are shimmering in the russet
hues of ripening grain, the genius of prose in the rapture of
admiration is dumb. Only the soul of the poet or the brush
of the artist can sketch tho matchless beauty of the meadows of
Plymouth.
Beyond the confines of the fruitful intervales the landscape is
dotted with hills of many forms and elevations. Upon the plateaus
and the gentle slopes of the hillsides once covered 'rith forests, are
substantial houses and farm buildings surrounded by acres of pro<luctive soil. Here have lived, and here are living, real men of
Plymouth, useful in life and honored in memory.
Plymouth Mountain, with the name of the town upon its rugged
brow, and with its southem slope extending towards Bridgewater,
is the highest and most prominent elevation. In the rosy glow
of moming, rejoicing in the earliest rays of the rising sun, the
grim old herald of returning days each morning reviews the
awakening energies of the town. South and west of the village
rise the fair outlines of Thurlow llotmtain, Oummings Hill, Pike
Hill, and Groton or Tenney Mountain, and all in name and
association are texts of local history. Ward Hill, the site of the
first and second meeting-houses, is small in stature, but it is here
the fathers worshipped and forever it will be a sacred shrine of
Plymouth.
From the summit of the near-by elevations are presented charming views of Plymouth village, outlined upon a canvas of meadow
and terrace. The church spires, symbols of peace on earth, goodwiil toward men, the public and business buildings substantial
and omate, and the neat and attractive residences dotting the
plain and investing the hillside are embraced by the Pemigewasset
'rinding through the margin of an enchanting picture. Nestling
low in the valley, and girded by tho everlasting hills, tho village

4
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has been christened at the fountain of poetic imagery, " The Bird's
Nest in the Mountains."
Like a gem encircled with rubies, Plymouth is the centre of
surrounding grandeur. From many crested hill-tops, under a
sky as blue as the eye of beauty and in the charming drives around
the town, the lover of nature is enchanted with an environed
landscape of mountain and lake vying with the magic charms of
Italy. Wherever nature has rived a panel in the massive gates of
distant mountains, opening to his view a panorama of matchless
sublimity,Often the wayfaring man
Would love to linger there
Forgetful of t.he onward road
To gaze on eceneaeo fair.

Walter Mulliken Rogers, whose love for Plymouth is given
back to him in the full measure of brotherhood and friendship,
responds to a request for a sentiment: Plymouth I lovely, charming, enchanting to my eye in life; when I shall
have shuftled off thia moria! coil,
" Shelt.er my defenceless head
'Neath the shadow of thy wiog."

The welcome guest within the gates of Plymouth may light his
taper from the fiaming love of home burning in the soul of the
native born. He, too, will admire the sweep of the river, the
charming confusion of hill and plain, of rugged mountains, and
meadO'\YS in green, but his love cannot surpass the love of him
whose summer and winter, whose childhood and age find a deeper
meaning and a more charming loveliness in field and in river,
in mountain and in meadow. To him at home and at the church,
in the school and in the town house, in the store and in the office,
on the farm and in the forest, the love of his surroundings has
sweetened life and sanctified the aspirations of the soul. To him
who ·loves his native town, the History of Plymouth in New
Hampshire is dedicated.

CAPTAIN BAXBB.

IL

CAPTAIN BAKER.

SAMUEL PARTRIDGE wrote to Governor
COLONEL
Joseph Dudley. The letter was written at Hatfield and
was received at Boston. The colonel proposed to the governor
"an expedition with about forty men to Coassett." The governor
communicated the letter with a message to the Council and
Assembly. The Council and Assembly did not know very much
about Ooassett, but they were pleased with the idea of an expedition. This was in 1711. In 1652 the commissioners of Massachusetts followed the course of the river and engraved their
initials on the face of the boulder at the Weirs, and it is probable
that before 1711 many disconsolate captives had been conducted
by the Indians through the Pemigewasset valley, who weary and
footsore had pressed the "SOil of Plymouth. The expedition, however, " with about forty men," is the earliest recorded evidence of
the presence of white men in Plymouth. Lieut. Thomas Baker,
an adventurous soldier of Northampton, Mass., was selected to
command the expedition. In March, 1712, with thirty-two men,
be set out on a perilous march through an uninhabited wilderness.
It was a mission of exploration of the Coos country. The history
of the expedition was not written until many years after the death
of the hel'068 of the exploit. The narratives mainly are fables
presenting the first fruits of a lively imagination. It is known
that Lieutenant Baker and his men followed the course of the
Connecticut River to Piermont or Haverhill, thence turning southeasterly they crossed the heights in Warren and proceeded through
Rumney into Plymouth. Here, at the confluence of Baker's and
Pemigewasset rivers, they had an encotmter with the Indians.
The engagement was brief and without loss to the soldiers; the

6
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party continued their march through Dunstable to Boston, where
they arrived in May, 1712.
The following excerpts from the Massachusetts Court and
Council Recorda present the contemporaneous record of the
expedition:Wednesday,
Harch 12. 1711.

Present in Council

Hia F..xoellency Joseph Dudley Eaq! Gov!

Hia Excellency communicated a Letter from Coli. Patridge proposing
an Expedition with about Forty Men to Coaasett, W .. waa also communicated to the Representatives with Ilia Letter in Answer directing
the same, W.. waa returned by Cpt. Hunt one or the House with a
Sigoiftoation or their Approbation thereof.

'fhursday
June IS, 1712.

Present in Council,

Hia Excellency Joseph Dudley Eaq! GoY:
W• Tailer Eaq! Lieu. GoY.

Resolved that the Sum of Ten Pounds be allowed & paid out or the
Publick Treasury to Thomas Baker Commander of a Company of
Marching Forces in a late Expedition against the Enemy to Coassett,
from thence to the West Branch of Merrimack & so to Dunstable in
Behalf of him selt & Company for one Enemy Indian besides that which
they scalp'd, W.. seems very probable to be slain :
Consented to, J Dudley.

At a Council held at the Council
Chamber in Boston upon 'l'uesdo.y
the 10'!' of June 1712

Present
His Excellency Joseph Dudley Esq! Governor
The Hon"!" W"!' TaUer Esq~ :U Go~
Pursuant to the Act for encouraging the prosecution of the Indian
Enemy & rebels & the proemium thereby granted of ten pounds p'. Scalp
to the regular detached forces under pay for every male Indian by them
slain

CAPTAIN BAKER.
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Pursuant also to a resolve pass'd by the General Assembly In their
present session that Lieutenant Thomas Baker Commander of a pa~y
or the rt>gular forces on a late expedit.ion through the woods from Deerfield to Coasset & from thence to Dunstable be paid the snm of Ten
pounds tor himselre & company for one enemy Indian besides that
which they scalped which aeelll8 very probable to be slain
Advised & consented That a Warrant be made out to the Treasurer
to pay the s~ Lieu~ Bnker for himselfe and company the sum of Twenty
pounds for two enemy Indians by them slain tho scalp or one being
produced.
Wednesday,
June 11. 1712

Present in Connell
His Excellency Joseph Dudley Eeq! Govemour
William TaUer Eeq! Lieu. Gor.

Upon Reading a Pet.ition or Lieut. Thomas Baker Commander of
a Party in a lmte Expedition to Coassett & over to Merrimack River,
Praying a further Allowance tor more of the Enemy Indians killed by
them than they could recover their Scalps, as Reported by the Enemy
them selves: - Concur'd with the Resolve pass'd thereon : Viz, Tbat
the Sum or Twenty Pounds be allowed & paid out of the Publick
Treasury to the Pet.itioner & Company : Consented to, J Dudley.

At a Connell held at the Council
Chamber in Boston upon Wednesday
tbe llt!' of June 1712
·
Present
His Excellency Joseph Dudley F..sq! Govemour
The Hon"!" WI!' Tailer ~! Lt Gov!
Pursuant to a Resolve passed by the General A88embly at their present Se88ion that the further .aum of twenty pounds be allowed & paid
out of the Publlck Treasury to Lieut! Thomas Baker & company tor
enemy Indians by them slain In a late expedition to CoasseU & Merrimack over and above what was before granted
Ad vised & consented Thmt a Warrant be made out to the Treasurer to
pay the above sum of Twenty pounds to the a~ Lieut.! Baker tor himself
& company accordingly

8
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Penhallow's Indian Wars, printed 1726, while in error concern·
ing the route pursued by Lieutenant Baker, briefty states the
incidents of the expedition in the record of the spring of 1712.
Abou~ this time fifty of our English who went up Merrimack river
returned with the good aoconnt of elgh~ lndiiUls tba~ they had slain and
of considerable plunder besides, which they had taken, withou~ the loss
of one man.

There are many later narratives of Baker's fight with the
Indians in Plymouth. Two of these are original statements and
are quoted. The others contain no added information, and even
the original statements, written many years after the events, are
not authenticated by contemporaneous record. In the first statement, which is found in Farmer and Moore's Collections, Vol. III,
the date should be 1712.
About the year 1720, Capt. Thomas Baker of Northampton, in the
county of Hampshire, In Ma88&cbuset.ts, sat off with a scouting party
of thirty-four men, passed up Connecticut river and crossed the height
of land to Pemlgewaaaet river. He there discovered a party of Indiana,
whose Sachem was called Waltemummna, whom be attacked and de·
stroyed. Baker and tthe Sachem levelled and discharged their guns at
each other a~ the same instant. The ball from the Indian's gun grazed
Baker's left eyebrow, but did him no injury. The ball from Baker's
gun went through the breast of the Sachem. Immediately upon being
wounded, be leaped four or ftve feet high, and then fell instAntly dead.
Tbe Indiana fled to tho river; Baker and his party pursued and destroyed
every one or them. They had a wigwam on the bank or the river, which
was nearly tilled with beaver. Baker's party took as much or it, as they
could carry away, and bumed the rest. Daker lost none of his meu in ·
this skirmish. It took place at the confluence of a small river with tbe
Pemlgewasset, between Plymouth and Campton, which bas since bad tho
name of Baker's river.

The account given by Mrs. Bean, a daughter of Captain Baker,
confirms the story of an engagement with the Indians but presents
a different picture of the battle: She said that the enemy was composed or a large body of French and
Indiana, who were coming down from Canada to kill and destroy the
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English ; that they were in their boats sailing down the River: that,
Baker, having previously disoovered them, secreted his men in ambush,
on the banks of' the river, and at a signal given, hie men fired upon them
in their birch canoes, killed and wounded so many, sank their boats and
so disconcerted them, that the remainder made a precipitate retreat to
Canada. Capt. Baker was well acquainted with their chief', "Waternomoe,'' who was richly attired, his blanket covered with silver broockee,
his powder hom and all his various trinkets, Capt. Baker took, and they
arc still among his descendants. Long afterwards, be used to show
them to the Indians; they would abed tears, and make gestures, as
though they would some time kill him, when war onoe more arose.

Traditional narratives expand by repetition. The accounts of
the engagement with the Indians whi<ili. have been quoted are
dressed in the familiar uniform, and wear the service stripes of
frequent use. The two accounts are contradictory in substance
and in detail, but are constructed on familiar models. The duel
between the captain of the soldiers and the chief of the Indians
has embellished the narrative of many engagements in the Indian
wars. In every instance the soldier is grazed but unharmed, and
the poor Indian, pierced by a bullet, leaps to a stated altitude
and expires. It is remarkable that these historic bullets, leaping
from muzzle pointing to muzzle, and traversing in opposite direction the same course, have not met midway, smiting each other .
to the earth, much to the dismay of the opposing marksmen. In
honor of Captain Baker one is sorry that Waltemummus leaped
only four or five feet high. Paugus, when shot by Chamberlain,
leaped six foot high and died in the air.
Adhering closely to original record and admitting only the
evidence of contemporaneous statement, it is authentic history
that Captain Baker and his men fell upon and dispersed a body
of Indians. The battle-field was at the northem extremity of
Plymouth village. Several Indians were slain, and one Indian
scalp was taken and exhibited in Boston. Penhallow, who wrote
contemporaneously, states that eight Indians were slain. Fortunately the advent of a body of white men to the soil of
Plymouth was not sealed with their blood.
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Whether Captain Baker continued his march from the field
of battle in triumph or retreat is not known. It is probable that
he waa not pursued by a crippled foe and that his march waa
enlivened by songs of victory. 'fhe story of retreat and tho
sagacity of a friendly Indian, found in Power's History of Coos,
waa first printed in Farmer and Moore's Historical Collections.
Both narratives are the victims of internal infirmity.
Capt. Thomas Baker, the hero of the fight with the Indians
in Plymouth and whose fame is perpetuated in the name of a
beautiful river and a fertile intervale, waa born in Northampton,
Maas., May 14, 1682. He waa a son of Timothy Baker and a
grandson of Edward Baker. His mother waa a daughter of John
Holliston of Weathersfield, Conn. During the Deerfield fight in
1'104 he waa captured by the Indians and conducted to Canada.
He escaped the following year and returned to his home in North·
ampton. In the journeys and during his captivity he suffered
extreme hardship and privation, but it is probable he gained con·
~derable knowledge of the courses of the rivers and of the country
between his home and Canada. At the time of the expedition to
New Hampshire he waa a lieutenant and was subsequently promoted to captain. During the years of nominal peace which sueceeded the treaty of Utrecht CoL John Stoddard and Rev. John
Williams were sent by the government to Canada to conduct the
prisoners there confined to their several homes. Capt. Thomas
Baker waa employed by the commissioners as a guide and an
aasistant. · The narrative of the journey and the successes and
failures of the negotiations is found in Stoddard's Journal printed
in Vol. V New E11gland Historical and Genealogical Register.
In the course of this visit to Canada Captain Baker met the lady
who became the companion of his life.
Margaret Otis, daughter of Richard and Grizzel (Warren)
Otis, was born in Dover, March, 1688-89. In the attack by the
Indians on the Waldron, Otis, and Heard garrisons at Dover in
1689, Maj. Richard Waldron, Richard Otis, and twenty or more
others were slain. At the same time Mrs. Otis and her infant
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daughter were led into captivity. The French priests in Canada
took the child, gave her the name Christine and educated her in
the Romish religion. Subsequently she married a Canadian
wuned LeBeau, by whom she had three children.
.
LeBeau died before 1714, and the widow of New England parentage was conducted by the commissioners to Massachusetts. On
his return from Canada Capt. Thomas Baker settled in Brookfield, Mass. That the good people of Brookfield upheld the gallant captain in his wooing is confirmed by an entry in the Land
Records, "then granted to Margaret Otis, alias LeBeau, one that
was a prisoner in Canada and lately come from thence, forty acres
of upland in Brookfield and twenty acres of meadow, provided
she returns not again to live in Canada but tarries in this Province or territory and marries to Capt. Thomas Baker."
For land or for love she married him. The ceremony was
solemnized at Northampton, 1715. A few years later Mrs. Baker
rcccive<l an argumentative letter from a Romish priest in Canada
entreating her not to forsake the religion of her childhood and
youth. The letter was read by others, who were of an opinion
that the argument of the letter against the Protestant religion
should be answered. Governor Burnet wrote a masterly reply,
and the two letters were printed, 1729, and are reprinted in
Vol. VIII, Collections New Hampshire Historical Society.
Captain Baker was a prominent citizen of Brookfield and a Representative in 1719. Subsequently Joseph Jennings was elected.
What Captain Baker said when another man was elected in his
stead is not revealed, but when Joseph Jennings was appointed a
Justice of the Peace Captain Baker was arraigned before the.
court at Springfield for blasphemy. It was alleged " there being
a discource of God's having in His Providence put in Joseph
J cruungs Esq of Brookfield a J ust~ce of the Peace " and Captain
Baker said, " If I had been with the Almighty I would have
taught him better." The jury returned a verdict of not guilty.
In 1721 and again in 1722 Captain Baker was sent by the
go'·crnmcnt to Cnnadn as n bearer of dispatches. In one of these
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journeys his wife accompanied him and made a fruitless effort to
obtain her children. Having sold their land in Brookfield, they
removed, 1782, to Mendon, Mass., and two or three years later
to Dover. Mrs. Baker was admitted to the church in Dover by
letters from the church in Mendon, Yay 11, 1785. Captain
Baker died soon after their removal to New Hampshire. Mrs.
Baker died in Dover, Feb. 23, 1778. Capt. Thomas and Christine Baker had seven children. Among these was Otis Baker of
Dover, prominent in civil and military affairs during the Revolution and suooeeding years. The daughter, Mary, whose statement
has been quoted, married Capt. Benjamin Bean, and died in Conway, Feb. 6, 1826, ten days less than one hundred years of age.
For generations the good people of Plymouth have regretted,
and their generous sentiments of hospitality have been wounded,
that Captain Baker and his men did not reooive a more cordial
welco~e to the green ftelds of Plymouth. It was the first visit
of white men to this beautiful valley, but they were not invited
to tarry and to enjoy in a season of rest the charming scenery
of verdant intervale& and overhanging mountains. No banquet of
venison and salmon was spread for them on the green banks of
the river or the shaded slopes of the hillside. The advent of the
white men and the meeting of the Indian hosts with their guests
should have been a picture of peace and brotherly love, inviting
the genius of the painter and inspiring the fancy of the poet.
The meeting was neither an expression of peace nor an inspiration of art. The native lords of the Pemigewasset and Captain
Baker's men met with the clash of arms and the clamor of war.
The canvas is colorless and the verse is unsung.
The incidents of this expedition to the valley of the Pemigewasset and the encounter with the Indians temporarily cooled the
ardor for the exploration of this section of the country. For a
decade the locality has no place on the map of events. During
the three years of war with the Indians, 1722-25, commonly
called Lovewell's War, several scouting parties in search of the
enemy followed the Merrimack River into the interior of New
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Hampshire. From the available narratives and journals of the
expeditions commanded by Capts. Jabez Fairbanks, John White,
and Samuel Willard of Lancaster, :Mass., and by Capt. John
Lovewell and Col. Eleazer Tyng of Dunstable, it is known that
some of the companies followed the Pemigewasset as far as the
ingress of Baker's River. One of these scouting parties, travelling in an opposite direction, followed the entire line of Captain
Baker's march through New Hampshire.
The following entries in the journal of Capt. John White of
Lancaster, Mass., describe his march from a point in the present
town of Concord to the Connecticut River:18 dny [April 18] we 'raveled 7 milds and then campt at the iarish
fort in penekook Entervals, that day it rained very hard all day.
14 day we traveld 10 milds and then Croat meremack river above the
mouth or Contookook river and then Campt.
15 day we traveld 8 milds north west from Contockock to a litcl
stream that runs into meremack River about 8 milds westard from
meremack and then campt and sent out skouts.
16 day we traveld 12 milds and Cam to a pond which was very Long
and we turned to the east aid of it and then campt, and then sent out skouts,
that day we lay about 8 milds westard of tho mouth of Winepisoecket.
17 day It raynd vere bard the fore·· part of the day and a lltel before
night it cleared up & we sent skouts found northen
18 day we traveled 14 milds and that day we Croat 2 great streames
that runs in to meremack, one of them comes out of a great pond which
sum indens says it is 8 days Jurney round it the Land is verey full of
great hils and mountains and '"erey rockey abundance of sprue and hemlock and fur mnd sum bech ami maple and we campt
19 day we traveld 11 milds and then campt at the Louar J<;nd of
pemlcbewasbet Lour Entervale and sent out skouts.
20 day we lay stil by reson of foull wether and towards nit it Cleard
up and we sent out skouts and found whear Cornol Tyng crost meremack.
21 day we traveld 12 milds up pemichewashet River and found old
sines of indens and we sent out skonts that night and found one new
track and we lay that night by the river and mad new camps. The I..and
that lye by this river is vere rich and good the upland vere full of hils
and mountains, very bad traveling
22 dAy we traveld 2 milds and then sent out skouts over the river
and up a stream that runs into the river but found nortben
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28 day we traveld up the river about 14 milda and that day we Croat
8 streames that runs Into the river this river come aheatly from the north
west & then we campt
24: day we traveld 10 milda westward nod that day we found old
signs or indena whear they bad bin t.bia spring and in the winter, and
eent out akouta bot cold ftnd now indena This day Samil Moosman
actident.ly kild bimaelr with his own gun
25 day it rained very bard and we lay stil that day til almost night
it cleard up and we sent out &kouts but found northen
26 day we traveld 18 milda and came upon Conetecut river and ono
of our men waa taken vere elk that night we ca01pt by the rh·er
:l7 day we traveld down the river and found a hark cannow which
was of great sarvis to our elk man & to oa; that day we traveld about
18 mUds and then oampt.
Captain White arrived in Lancaster, Mass., May 6, 1725. In
his report to the governor he makes the following reference to
the march in this vicinity: I marched up Merrimack about one hundred and thirty miles, and
there discovered some signa or Indiana. Some old, which we judged
were made sometimes this winter ; and one new track on the bank of
the river, and wo judged had gone but a few days before. I sent. out
scouts, but could discover nothing furt.her. We then turned off to northward, toward ~. Marched ten miles the twenty-fourth of April. At
evoning one of tho men, viz. Sam. Mossman, of Sudbury, being about
encamping, took hold of his gun that stood among some bushes, d1-ew it
towards him with the muzzle towards him. Some twigs caught hold or
the oock. The gun went off and shot him through. He dic1l immediately. We went acrosa to Connecticut river; came down that to Northfield, and from there across the woods to Lancaster.
For many years the slumber of Plymouth in the wilderness
was unbroken. The French and Indian War delayed the exploration and settlement of new territory. The troops sent to Crown
Point from year to year followed the military road through
CharlestOwn. The earliest attempts to explore the Coos country
and to establish forts and settlements were made by way of the
Connecticut River. It had become known that the Merrimack
River and its western tributaries led the explorer, at several
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points, to the watershed not many miles from the Connecticut.
The people living in the valley of the Merrimack desired a
northern and more direct line of travel to Coos. Partly in·
nnswer to such desire and partly as a military measure in a
time of war, the government of New Hampshire appointed commissioners or a committee to survey and make a road to Coos.
The word " make " when applied to roads at this date was used
in the sense of locate or mark.
The committee consisted of Zaccheus Lovewell of Dunstable,
John Tolford of Chester, and Caleb Page then of Derryfield and
later of Dunbarton. For a guide they employed J obn Stark, who
recently bad been captured by the Indians in Rumney and bad
knowledge of the country. Having hired fifteen men, they set
out from Concord :March 10, 1753. In seven days they reached
the Connecticut River at Piermont, and commenced their homeward journey tho following day, arriving in Concord :March 23.
From tl1e heights in Warren they pursued the shortest oourse to
the Connecticut.
The following year the government ordered another expedition
to the Coos country. It was commanded by Capt. Peter Powers
of Hollis. He proceeded as far north as Lancaster or Northumberland. The journal of the expedition is found in Rev.
Grant Powe~' History of the Coos Country. The part of the
journal describing the march fr9m Concord to Rumney is as
follows:Saturday, June 15th, 1754. Tble day lei\ Rumford, (now Concord) and marched to Contoocook, which Is about eight. miles, and
here tarried all night.
Sunday, June 16th. This day tarried at Contoocook, and went to
meeting, and tarried here all this night.
Monday, June 17th. This morning fair weather, and we fixed our
packs, an<l went and put them on board our canoes, about nine of the
clock, an<l some of the men went in the canoes, an<t the rest on the
shore. And so we marched up t.bo River Merrimack to the crotch, or
parting thereof; and then ''P the Pemigewnsset about ono mile and a
halt, and cnmpcd above t.be carrying-place, which cnrrying-place Ia
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about one hundred roda long ; and the whole or this day's march Is
thirteen mites.
Tuesday, June 18th. This day marched up the Pemigewaeset River,
about eight miles, to Smith's River, and then east one bund1-ed rods,
and then north two hundred and twenty rods to the long carying·place
on Pemigewaeset River, and there camped.
Wednesday, June 19th. Wo marched on our journey, and carried
aol'088 the long carrylng-plaoe on Pemlgewasset River two miles northeast, which land hath a good soil, beech and maple, with a good quantity
or large masts, From the place where we put in the canoes, we steered
east, north-east, up the river about one mile, and then we steered north
east one mile and north six miles up to Sawheganet J.t'alls, where we
carried by about four rods ; and from the falls we steered about northeast, to Pemigewasaet inte"al, two miles, and from the biginning or the
lnte"al we made good our course north four miles, and there camped on
a narrow point of land. The last four miles the river was extremely
crooked.
Thursday, June 20th. We steered our course, one turn with
another, which were great toms, west, north-west, about two miles and
a half, to the crotch, or parting or the Pemigewasset River, at Baker's
River mouth; thence from the mouth or Baker's River, up said 1iver,
north-west by west, six miles. This river is extrordinary Cl'OOked, and
good interval. Thence np the river about two miles north-west, and
there we shot a moose, the ann about a hair an hour high, and there
camped.

Scarcely had Captain Powers returned from Coos before the
war was renewed with increasing vigor and severity. The laudable effort of Gov. Benning Wentworth to explore and sottlo the
northern section of New Hampshire was suddenly suspended and
for a few years delayed. The war ended in victory and the conquest of Canada. A story of peace and the planting of a town in
the wilderness will be the substance of another chapter.
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III. THE CHARTER AND DRAFT OF LOTS.

T

HERE are several copies of the Charter of Plymouth available to the students of the early history of the town. With
a varied use of capital letters and very slight differences in orthography the copies are identical. The original charter issued by
the governor to the grantees is a printed form, then in general
use, with blank spaces for the insertion of a name, the boundaries
of the town, the names of grantees, and the date of the charter.
The blank spaces for insertion of the dates of town fairs were nofl
filled. Appended to the original charter of Plymouth were the
names of sixty-two grantees, and on the back is engrossed the reservation of the governor's farm, considered as two rights and four
public rights. The original charter is in a good state of preservation and is now in the custody of the town library. The charter
is dated July 15, 1763, and the same day was recorded at Portsmouth in the official records of charters. These records are in.
the State archives at Concord. They were carried away by
Gov. John Wentworth, but were returned a few years later.
While these records were missing the State government ordered·
a new record made of the original charters in possession of the
towns. Under this requirement the charter of Plymouth was.
recorded by the Stnte, Feb. 14, 1781. Another copy of the o~ig
inal charter, in the handwriting of Abel Webster, is found in·
the Book of Records of the Proprietors in the office of the town ·
clerk.
The grantees of Alexandria and New Chester and the other
Masonian towns obtained only a grant of land. That was all the
Masonian proprietors could bestow, and hence this class of towns
obtained a name and the powers and privileges of a town by a
VOI..L-1
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subsequent act of incorporation. The charter of Plymouth and
other charters issued by the governor of the province were grants
of land and town privileges combined, to which was added the
gift of a name, in which the grantees had no voice.
Province of New Hampahire.

8

GEORGE, TuB Tumo,

Plymouth
By the Grace of God, of Great-Britain France and Ireland,
King, Defender of the Faith &c.
To all pw1om to whom thus Presents shaU come,
Greeting.

Know ye, that We of Onr special Grace, certain Knowledge nnd meer
Motion, for the due Encouragement of settling a Nsw Plantation within
our said Provinoe, by and with the Aclvico of our Tmsty and Wellbeloved BBMKING WBNTWOnTH, Esq; Our Governor and Commnnder in
Chief of Our said Province of N&w IIA.KPSHIRB in New England, and of
our CouNCIL of the said Provin<.oe ; Hu& upon the Conditions and Reservations herein after made, given and granted, and by the Presents, for
us, our Heirs, and Successors, do give and grnnt in equal Shaa·es unto
Our lo\•ing Subjects, Inhabitants of Our said Province of NEw Hun•SBIRE, and Our other Governments, and to their Heirs and Assigns
forever, whose names are entred on this Grant, to be divided to and
amongst them into Sixty Eight equal Shares, all that Tract or Parcel of
Land, situate, lying and being within our said Province of NEw HutPsmax, containing by admeasurement Seventeen thousand Aoau, which
Tract is to contain ftve & An Half Miles square, and no more; out of
which an Allowance is to be made for High Ways and unimprovable
Lands by Rocks, Ponds, !fountains and Rivers, One Thousand and l<'orty
Acl'('S tree, according to a Plan and Survey thea-eof, made by Our said
Governor's 01-der, and returned into the Secretaa·y's Office, and here
unto annexed, butted and bounded ns follows ; Viz. Uegining on yc
Westerly Side of Pemidgwaset River opposite to the North West Corner
of Holderness where the Line or Campton comes to the Said River; from
thence Westerly about Three Miles, by the South Line of Campton to
the South West Comer thereof which is tbe No1·th East Corner of Cockermonth from thence South, thh·ty Degrees west five Miles & one HalfMile by said Cockermouth, to the South Easterly Corner thereof from
thence South Thirty Seven degrees West by a Tract of Land calld
Cal-digan Six Miles to the Northel'ly Line of New Chester so called;
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from thence North Easterly by the Line of said New Chester about
Eleven miles to Pemidgwaaeet River; from thence up Said River, as the
Same Trends, to the Plaoe began at- And that tbe same be, and hereby
is Incorporated into a Township by the name of Plymouth- And the
Inhabitants that do, or shall hereafter Inhabit the Said Township, are
hereby declared to be Enfranchized with and Intitled to all and every
the Priviledges and Immunities that other Towns within Our Province by
Law, Exercise and Enjoy: And further, that the said Town as soon as
there shall be Finy Io'amilics resident and settled thereon, shall have
the Liberty of holding .7\Do Fair•, one of which shall be held on the
And the other on the
, annually, which Fairs are not to
continue longer then the respective
followhig the said
;
and that as soon as the said Town shall consist of Finy Families, a
Market may he opened and kept one or more Days in each Week as
may be thought most advantagious to the Inhabitants. Also that tho
first Meeting for the Choice of Town Officers, agreablo to the Laws of our
said Province, Shall be held on the First Tuesday or August next which
said meeting Shall be Notified by Joseph Blanchard, Esq~ who is hereby
also appointed the Moderator of the said first Meeting, which he is to
Nottry and govern agreable to the Laws and Customs or Our said
Province; and that the annual Mooting, forever, hereafter, for the choice
of such Officers for the said Town shall be on the Second Tuesday of
March annually. To HAvE and to HOLD the enid Tract of Land, as above
expressed, together with all Privileges and Appurtenances to them and
their respective Heirs and Assigns forever, upon the following Conditions,
vi,;.
I. ThAt every Grantee, his Heirs or Assigns shall plant and cultivate
five Acres of Lan<l, within the Term of five Years, for every fifty Acres
contained in his or their Share or ProporLion of Land in enid Township
and continue to improve And settle the same by additional Cultivations on
Penalty of the Forfeiture of his Grant ot· Share in the said Township, and
of its reverting to Us our Heirs and Successors to be, by Us or them,
Regranted to such of Our Subjects as shall effectually settle and cultivate
the same.
· 11. That all white anfl other Pine Trees within the said Township, fit
for Hasting Our Royal Navy, be carefully preserved for that Use, and
none to be cut or felled without Our special License for ao doing first
had and obtained, upon the Penalty of the Forfeiture of the Right of
such Grantee, hilt Heirs and Assigns to Us, our Heirs and Successors,
ns \Yell 1\8 being subject to tho PenAlty of Any Act, or Acts of Parliament that now nrc or bercaftcr shall be J~nacted.
III. That before any Division of the Lamt be made to and among the
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Grantees, a Tract of Land as near the Centre of the said Townshit> as
the Land will adm" of shall be reserved and marked out for Town Lots,
one or which shall be allotted to each Grantee, of the Contents of one
Acre.
IV. Yielding and pa,ring therefor to Us, our HeiN and Bncceaeors,
for the Space of ten Years to be computed from the Date hereof, the
Rent or one Ear of Indian Corn only, on the twenty fifth day of D8C8mbw annually if lawtully tlemanded, the first Payment to be made on the
twenty firth day of D~, 1768.
V. Every Proprietor Settler or Inhabitant shall yield and pay unto
Us, our Heirs and Successors, yearly and every Year forever, from and
after the Expiration of ten Years from the nbovesaid twenty ftfth Day of
Decembw, namely on the twenty firth Day of J)~ber which will be
in the Year or Our Lord, 1778, On~ Shilling Proclamation :Aioncy for
Every Hundred Acree he so owns settles or possesses, and so in Proportion for a greater or lesser Tract of the said Land ; which Money
shall be paid by the respective Persona aboveaaid, their Heirs or Assigns
in our Council Chamber in Portsmouth, or to such Officer or Officers as
shall be appointed to receive the same; and this to be in Lieu of all other
Rents and Services whatsoever.
In Testimony whereof we have caused the Seal of our said Province
to be hereunto atftxed. Witneaa
BoNING WEMTWORTH Esq., Our Governor and Commander in Chief
of Our said Province, the fifteenth Day of July In the Year of our Lord
Christ, One 1'housand Seven Hundred and Sixty three And in the third
Year or Our Reign:
B. W entwot'th
By His ExcELLJtNCY's Command
With Advice of CoUNCIL
Theodore Atkinson Sec'Y
The Names or the Grantees or Plymouth.
Joseph Blanchard, Esq.
William Read
Oliver Lawrence
William Nevens
Oneaepheroua Marsh
Samuel Goodhew
Samuel Cumings Esq.
Samuel Hale
Joseph Warner
Daniel Emerson Jun.

(Engrossed on the Charter]

William Cumings
Jonathan Hobart
Benj• Parker
Samuel Thompson
J oeiah Brown
Elnathan Blood
Moses Merrell
Zachariah Parker
Amos Phillips
John Willoby
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Thomas Merrell
Stephen Powers
Elnatban Blood Jun.
John Willoby Jun.
Ebenezer Cumings
Richard Pierce
JonBS Keyes
John Hobart
John Phelps
Jotham Cumings
Gershom Hobart
James Underwood
Nahum Powers
Jonathan Johnson
James Cowan
Stephen Ames
Phinehas Lund
James Nabor
WilliAm McClure
Abet Webster
Ebenezer Hartshorn

David Wright
Thomas McClure
David Hobart
Samuel Cummings of Dunstable
Abner Keyes
John Brown
John Ha"et
James Hobart
Mathew Patten Eaq
Jo'rancia Powers
Peter Hobart
Willlam Nutting
Thomas Daves
Nathiel Garfield
Jacob Hilldreth
Oliver Parker
Theodore Atkinson Esq
William Temple FAq
Tbeo4 Atkinson Jun. Eaq
Mesbech W care F..eq
Col. Joseph Smith

On the back of the charter is engrossed: One tract of land for his Excellency Benning Wentwonh Esq. to contain five Hundred acres as )larked B W in the Plan which is to be Accounted two of the within shares one Whole Share for the Incorporated
society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, one Share
for a Glebe for the Church of England as by Law EetabliRhed one Share
for the first Settled Minister of the Gospel and one Share tor the Benefit
of a School in Said Town.
Tux FJRST DRAJPT oP Lon Dxc&MBBR 20, 1768.
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nle
No. eight, Ia foanh
Rance
No. flfty alx, joining No. thirty MYen, north No. ten In the
on ~•e Pemepwa- aide of Baker'• rlnr. Lower tinter·
.,....
e.tte Rlnr.
No. one, In the third
Range.
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Ollnr Lawrence.

WiiUam NeYlnt.
Onealpherua Manh.
Samuel Goodhue.

Samuel Cummlnp.

Samuel llale.

Joeeph Warner.

Daniel Emenon.

Thoma• Merrill.

Stephen Powe,..

Elnathan Blood, Jr.

John Willoughby.
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No. t w el Ye, Ant
Range.
No. eight, • e con d
Range.
No. aeven, Baker'•
ri-rerRange
No. • eYe n, fourth
Range.
No. al :r hen Bra&
Bauge.
No. ten third Range.
No. fourteen, Baker'•
riYer Range.
No. three, ton r&b
Range.
No. one, ln the An&
Ranp.
No. ten, in the aecond
Range.
No. twenty tour,
B a k e r'a r i Ye r
Range
No. alx aecond Range.
No. fifty eigbt joining
the upper Intervale
on Pemegwue&te
rinr
No. &wo, fourth
Range.
No. four, flnt Range.
No. thirty eight, ly·
log to the weat of
and at a dlatance
from the Lower InterYale.
No. aeYen, ftnt Range
No. thirty nine lying
to the weat of and
at a diatauce from
the Lower Interyale.
No. nineteen, &rat
Range.
No. thirty, north aide
of Baker'a river.
No. alxty joining the
upper Inw"ale on
Pemegewaaette
RJyer. No. forty
two, eut of & joinIng the fourth
Bange.
No. fourteen, Ant
Range.
No. twelYe, aecond
Range.

No. thirty 11Ye, north No. forty I..ower
aide of Baker'• river. Intervale
No. nine, north aide of No. fifty five
Baker'• riYer.
Lower Inter·
yale
No. twenty ai:r, aouth No. twent)' 8ve
aide of Baken river.
Lower Inter
nle
No. forty aeven, north
aide of Baker'• river
No. thirty three, north No. t wen t y
aide of Baker'• river. aeven Lower
Inte"ale
No. twentyfour,aouth No. three mid
aide of Baker'• river. die Inte"ale
No. two, north aide of No. forty four
Baker'• river.
Lower Inter
nle

No. one In tbe Horae No. ooe mld•lle
l'uture, or upper In· Inte"ale on
te"alc on the Perue- l'Jemegewa
gewuette rinr.
aette river.
No. fin, al:r, & aenn
flye & half acre loti
in the middle InterYale eaquel to a al:r·
teen acre lot.
No. 8fty three, north No. twenty four
aide ot Baken river.
I.ower Inter
nle.
No. four north aide of No. thirty thrH
Baken river.
Lower Inter
Yale.

No. twenty eight,aouth No. thirty nine
aide of Baken river, Lower Inter
two acrea on the In· nle
tervale lot.
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Ebenezer Cummlnp.

Richard Pierce.

Jona1 KeyH.

John Hobart.

John l'help1.

Jotham Cummlop.

Gerahom llobiU1.

lJnaY

Nahum Powera.

Jonathan Johnton.

OnSI.a.ou Lor
ow&naY.u.

l

No. thirteen, ftrat No. thirty four north No. two In the
middle InterN Range
d aide of Baker'• rlnr Tale
on PemeO. SeTen, leCOn
gewa .. eUe
Range.
riYer
No. eight third No. fiTe, horae putare No. sixty Lower
or upper lnter,.ale on lntenale.
Range.
No. thirty aenn,joiit- PemegewueUe riYer
lng on Pemegewaaette riTer.
No. fourteen, ncond No. thirty six, north No. flfty six
Range.
tide of Baker's riTer. Lower InterTale
No. fifty three, lying
on the weat end of
the fifty acre lot
No. thirty llx that
joina the middle
lntenale on Peme·
gewaaette riTer
No. twenty ftTe.t on No. twenty fin, 10uth No. thirteen
tide of Bakera rlnr.
I..ower InterBater's riYer K.
Tale
No. nine, In the tee>
ond Rao~re.
No. nine, third Range. No. thirty nine, north No. thirty tlx
Lower InterNo. ftfty eenn, join- tide of Daten riTer.
Yale
log the upper Inte"ale on Pemegewaaette rl,.er.
No. ae,.enteen and No. twenty two eouth No. elgbteen
eighteen, fiut tide of Baker'• rlnr. Lower InterTale
Range.
No. thirty fi'fe, north No. forty eight, north No. eight mldofBakerriTer. No. aide of Baker'• rlnr die In&. on
.forty three, lying
Pemegewaon the cut aide of
aette RIYer
tbe fifty acre
No. forty-two that
jolna the aouth
Range

Jamet Underwood.
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No. thirteen, t h I r d No. three, In the horae No. forty aenn
paature or upper Inc. Lower InterRange
No. fifty four, joining on PemegewU~ette Tale
the middle Inter- rlnr
Tale on Pem.,.waaette RITer.
No. thirteen on No. aennteen, 10uth No. twenty
three Lower
Baker'• rlTer tide Baken rlnr
Intenale
Range.
No. llx, third Range.
No. one, Baker'a rlnr No. twenty uTen No. fifty Lower
Range joining South tide of Baken Inte"ale
PemegewaeeUe riYer.
riYer
No. twenty aix, on
Balter'• Rher
Uange

j
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No. twenty three, on No. twenty &bree,aou&b No. t w e I Ye
Baker'• rlYer tide of Oaken rlnr.
Lower InterRanp.
StephiD .Ame1.
Yale
No. four, In &be third
Range
No. twenty MYen, No. one north of
joining GoYemon Baker'• riYer.
farm north tide
Jamea Nabor.
Baken rlnr
No. four, In fourth
Range
No. fourteen, In the No. thirty elsht, north No. thirty fin
third Range
aide Baker'• Blnr.
Lower Ioter·
No. ftt\y..fbe jolnlog
Yale
WilHam McCluer.
Pemegew au Ue
aod Middle Inter·
nle.
Large lot No. fourl No. thirty, north tide No. thirty two.
at &be lower end o
Baker'• Blnr.
Lower Inter·
the towo joining
·
Abel W ebeter.
Yale
the Lower Inter·
Yale.
No. "'lny two, north No. fifty one, north No. tweoty 11:1:
aide
of Bakera tide of Oaken Ri•er. Lower IoterEbeneser Bartahoro.
RIY8r.
Yale
No. ten fin& Range.
No. elx, fin& Range. No. four, ho1'18 puture No thirty one
W1lllam Cummlnp.
No. eleYen aecond Upper Internle.
Lower lnterBange.
nle
No. ooe, In tbe fourth No. tbree, north aide of No. nineteen,
Bange.
Baken Blnr.
Lower IoterNo. flt\y nine, joining
Yale
Jonathan Hobart.
the Upper Internle l'emege wa·
aette JUyer
No. eight, Bakera No. twel•e, aouth aide No. fourteen,
Ill Yer RanJe.
of Baken RlYer.
Lower InterBeujamln Parker.
No. thlrteeo, fourth
Yale.
Bange.
No. &~tree, In Oaken No. elx, north tide of
River Raoge.
Balten Rlyer.
Samuel Thompeoa.
No. eleno, In the
fourth Range.
Large lot No. three1 No. thirty two, north No. thirty elgl1t,
at tbe lower ena aide of Bakera RIYer. Lower Inter·
yale
Joalab Brown.
of the towo jolnlog
the Lower InterYale.
No. MYenteen, on No. eighteen aouth aide No. al :a: teen,
Bakeu RlYer of Balten RIYer.
Lower Inter·
Elnatban Blood.
Range
Yale
No. two, third Ban_.,
No. fifty two, l71ng No. al:a: In the ho1'18
on the Weatend of paature or Upper Iothe fifty acre Jot
ternle oo the PemeM01e1 MerrUI.
No. thirty aeYen, gewuette Rlnr
which joinl Pema
rlnr. "'No. aeYen,
third Range.
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ZAchariah Parker.

Amos PhUUpa.

John WU1onghb7.

Dal'id Wright.

Tltomu McCluer.

I>nld Jlobart.

Samuel Cummlnp
of Dunatable.
Abner Keyee.

John Brown.

Two 1'11"1"1 A- Loft

or Uftolllll

No. twelve, Baken
River Range
No. ftve, eecond
Range.
No. twentr eight,
north aide Baken
River, joinJng the
Govenen farnt
No. eight, flnt Range.
No. nine~ Baken
River
No. ftve,
ou rth
Range.
No. twentk two,
Bakers
her
Range.
No. four, eecon d
Range.
No. thirty threeRnorth
aide Daten lver.
No. eleven, In the
ftnt Range
Large lot No. ont'
at the lnwer emf
or tho town joining
the Lower lDternle
No. NIneteen, In
Dakere RIYer
Range.
No. one, in the eecond
Range
No. ftve third Range.
No. eleven, In Balten
River Range
No. twenty nine, north
aide of Daten
River.
No. nine, ftrat

f:

N~rny one, north

John Ilanell.

James Hobart.

MaUhew Patten.

Peter Hobart.

01111 lllnuar Aou 1m
011 IJrnay.u.

OIIII~Im
~

.u.

No. eixteen, eouth Bide No. fort7 two,
ofBaken Rlnr.
Lower ID&er·
vale.
No. ftft7 ftve, north No. fort7 eight,
elde Daten IUver.
Lower Inter·
vale
No. thirteen, a o u t h No. twent1elght
Side Daten River.
Lower lDter·
vale
No. twent)' one eouth No. fortr three
elde Baken River.
Lower lDtervale.
No flftJ, north elde of No. twen'ioone
Daten lUver.
Lower
ternle
No. thlrtJt one, north No. thlrt)' eeven
ehlo of aken IUver. l..ower Inter·
Yale
No. twent7, eouth elde No. nine, Lower
of Balten RlYer.
lDternle

No. fifteen, eouth elde No. eleYen,
Baken River.
Lower Inter·
nle
No. flf\7 four, nortb No. ftf'tr one,
tide Daten IUver.
Lower lDtervale.

No. fifty two, north No fllty two,
aide of Bakers tide Baken River.
Lower InterRiver.
nle.
No. fifteen, eecond
Range.
No. two, In Bakers No. fin, nnrth elde of No. ftf\7 three
River R.
Lower lDterBalten RIYer
No. twelve, fourth
Yale.
Range.
No. five, In the ftnt No. fortr, north Bide
Baken River.
N~f!'un, third
Ranp.
No. twent7 one, No. forty one, north No. fortr five,
aide Daten River.
Lower InterBaken River
No. three, eecond
Yale
Range.
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Jacob HUdre&h.

OUYer Parker.

Joaeph Smith.

Francie Powere.

William Nutting.
Jleeeheh
E.q.

Wear~

William Temple,
Eaq.
Nathaalel Gar8eld.
Theodore Addneon.
Theodore A&kfneon,
Jr. Etq.
Incorporated Society
RlgnL
Glebe or Church
RlghL
BohoolRlght
Jllnlatere Bight.
JameeCowen.

No. el g h hen, In
Bait era Rlv e r
Range
No. forty oue, joining
on the eut of the
MCond Range.
No. fl nee n, 1l rat
Range.
No. thirteen, eecond
Raop.
No. twenty In Baken
RIYer R.
No. two, aeoond
Range.
No. thirty four, north
tide Daken Rlnr.
No. forty four, on
&be eu& aide of &be
81\y lot No. forty
two, that joina
fourth Range
No. ftn, D a It era
lUver Ranp
No. nlue,fourtb ranp
No. four, Bakera
River Range.
No. ten, fourth
Ranp.
No. ten, Balten River
Range.
No. four, fourth

No. twenty nine, lOUth No. four, midaide Dalten lUYer.
dle Intenale.
No. forty two, north No. thirty four
Lower Inter·
aide Balten River.
vale
No. forty nine, north No. forty nine
aide Baken River.
Lower Inter·
Yale

No. aenn, north aide
of Baken Uiver.
No. ten, aouth alde of
Baken River.
No. fourteen, South
aide of Baken lUver

Range.

No. three and twelve, In the third range flfty acre lot of
Upland
No. two In &be bone puture or Upper Internle on Pemege·
w-tte Ia a alxteen acre lo& of Intenale.
Eaqual &o &be ftnt divlalon Ia laid out &wo hundred aud forty
acrea In a large lot In the Gore aouth of the Pond.
Baqual &o the ftnt DlYillon Ia laid out two hundred and forty
In a larp lot No. two In the Gore aoutb of the
Pond.
Baqual to the ftnt Dlvlalon Ia laid out two laundrcd and forty
acrea In a large lot No. fln In the Gore aouth of the
Pond.
Eaqual to the ftnt Dlvlalon Ia laid out two hundred acree In a
largE> Lot No. alx In the Gore aou&h of the l>ond.
Eaqual to&he lint Dlvlllon Ia laid out two hundred and thirty
acrea in a large lot No. one in the Gore aouth oC the
Pond.
No. aix, In the fourth Range.
No: two, In tlae In& Range Upland fifty acre Iota.
Proprleton Property.

acre•

I

Dam

{ Proprleton Property.

Phlnehu Lund.

{ Proprleton Property.

Tbomu

No. nineteen, aouth
aide of Balten River.

-----------------------------
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Oonmore' Two
Rlghta.
Meeting houe Jot.
Mllllote.
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Part of which Is laid out In the north eaat comer of the Town,
north of Bakere UIYer and joining on Pemegewaae.tte RiYer.
(The remainder waa laid out when the aecond DIYialon waa
lAid out and liea in differut placea lD town. See the record
of the aeoond dlYillon.)
· . .
{ No. three In the flret Range. 'ReaerYed by proprletora.
1 No. fifteen and alxleen, in Bakere RiYer Ranp. Rete"ed by
l proprletora.

{

To avoid tho confusion of frequent changos, the proprietors of
J>Iymouth, following a custom prevailing in other towns, con·
tiuued the record of each right or share in the name of ·the
original grantee. Several of the grantees early sold their interest
or share in the propriety and others died. Thus many of the
original rights in a short time were owned by successors who
attended the meetings of the proprietors and had a vote in th~
association. Whenever money was raised for the use of the proprietors, it was assessed in the name of the original proprietor
and paid by the successor in ownership. In the same manner, in
subsequent divisions of land, the lots were drawn in the name of
tho original grantee, but booame the sole property of the successor. From first to last there wore sixty persons entitled to a
vote in the meetings of the proprietors, and a deed of a right in
the common or undivided land obtained from nn original grantee
or his assigns wns the credential of admission and the right .of
voting. Whenever o. proprietor sold one or more of the lots ~hich
had been drawn and assigned to him, · the sale did not interrupt
his membership in the association or his interest in the common
land.
After the first draft of land, in 1763, the proprietors from time
to time sold tracts of land to meet the current expenses of the
association. On account of tho disturbance of the Revolution and
other causes, it was over twenty years before a second diVision of
land was ordered. At a meeting assembled Oct. 26, . 1784, the
proprietors voted : -
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To lay out all the common land upon the southerly aide or Newfound pond and as much other common land as with said land on the
southerly aide of said pond, will make two fifty acre lots to a rigbL
That LieoL Joeiab Brown, LieuL Elisha. Beau and Mr Samuel
Marsh be a committee to lay out said lots

June 14, 1788:Voted that Mr. Jamea Blodgett be a committee mao in the room of
LieoL Joefah Brown, deoeaaed to join with the surveying committee
men, namely, Lieot Elisha Bean aod Samuel Marsh to lay out the land
already voted to be laid ouL

At a meeting assembled at the house of CoL David Webster,
Nov. 26, 1788, the committee made a report and submitted a
plan of the fifty-acre lots. Capt. J otham Cummings was the
surveyor. The lots were drawn at this meeting. There were also
laid out at this time lots Nos. 3 to 22 in the first, and 4 and 5 in
the second range, which were not drawn.
In the following record of lots drawn, the figures represent
number of the lot, the words first, second, third, etc., the number
of the range, and N. and S. for north or south of Newfound
Lake.
Joseph Blanchard u. in third, 19 in second, S.
William Read 21 in second 15 in thirdS.
Oliver Lawrence 10 in second 11 in second N.
William Nevins 10 in third, N. 10 in thirdS.
Onesipherua Marsh 1 an<l 12 in broken range
Samuel Goodhue 9 in ftrst and 1 in second N.
Samuel Cummings Esq. 5 in second 6 in third N.
Samuel Hale 1 in fourth 18 io thirdS.
Joseph Warner 8 in fourth 14 in fifth N.
Daniel Emerson Jun. 2 in secondS. 6in second N.
Thomas Merrill 4 in third 4 in fourth N.
Stephen Powers 6in ftrst, 7 in ftrst N.
Elnathan Blood Jon. Sin second N. 18 in secondS.
John Willoughby Jun. 2 in third 12 in second S.
Ebenezer Cummings 13in ftrst 7 in fourth N.
Richard Pieroe 1 in ftrst 2 in ftrat S.
Jonas Keyea 20 in at\COod 15ln thirdS.

TRB OlUBTEB AND DRAFT 011' LOTS.
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John Hobart 15 in first 16 in first N.
John Phelps 8 in second 4, in third S.
Jotbam Cummings 9 in se\"enteenth 10 in seventeenth N.
Gershom Hobart 8 in third 9 in third S.
James Underwood 3 in eighth 4, in eighth N.
Nabom Powers 9 in second 3 in first N.
Jonathan Johnson 1 in fift.b 4, in ftll.h N.
Stephen Ames 7 in seventh 8 In seventh N.
James Nahor 1 in third 11 in secondS.
\VIllinm .McCluer 1 in third 1 in fourt.b N.
Abel Webster 6 in fourth 4, in seventh N.
Ebenezer Hartshorn 10 in fourth 3 in seventh N.
William Cummings 2 in second 3 in second N.
and also a tract of 70 acrca below Francia Worceaters farm, on
the New Chester line.
Jonathan Hobart 22 in second 17 in third S.
Benjamin Parker 6 in fourth 6 in seventh N.
Samuel Thompson 2 in fourth 3 in fourth N.
Josiah Brown 12 in fourth N. 12 In thirdS.
l~lnnthnn HloO<l 6 in third a in second S.
Moses Merrill 4 in second 2 in third N.
Zachariah Parker 8 in broken rnnge, 17 in first N.
Amos Phillips 6 in second S. 7 in second N.
John Willoughby 4 and 6 in broken range
David Wright 14 in fourth N. 21 in thit'tt S.
Thomns McCluer 2 in fourth 3 in fourth S
David Hobart 6 and 7 in broken rnnge
Samuel Cummings of Dunstable 1 in eighth 2 in eighth N.
Abner Keyes 11 in ftrst. N. 15 in second S.
John Brown 18 in broken range llln third N.
John Hnr\"el 8 In third N. 18 in second S.
James Hobart 7 in third N. 17 in second S.
Matthew Patten Esq. 8 in first 12 in first N.
Francis Powers 2 and 9 in broken range
Peter Hobart 4 in first 5 in ftrst. N.
William Nutting 18 in fourth N. 20 In thirdS.
Nathaniel GarOeld 9 in third N. 16 in second S.
Jacob Hildreth 11 in fourth 2 in seventh N.
Oliver Parker 10 in first 5 in seventh N.
Hon. Theodore Atkinson F..sq. 9 in fourth 1 in seventeenth N.
William Temple Esq 2 In ftll.h S In ftflh N.
Theodore Atkinson Jun. Esq 7 in second 3 in third S.

80
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Mesbech Weare Eaq 8 and 10 in broken range
Col. Joaepb Smith 6 in eighth 6 in eighth N.
David Nevins 8 in third 2 In fifth N.

The privileged rights exempt from taxation drew the following
lots:Benning Wentworth 18 in third 19 in thirdS.
Benning Wentworth 6 in third N. 11 in thirdS.
School Right 1 in second 8 in second S.
Incorporated Society 6 in third 7 in third S.
Glebe 9 in second 10 in secondS
Firat Settled Minister 11 and 14 in broken range

To satisfy the demands of five rights, on account of an inequality of the draft in 1763, the committee laid out six large
lots at the extreme southern limit of the township. These lots
were numbered on the map one to six. They were donated by
the proprietors as foJlows: No. one, 280 acres to the School Right
No. two, 240 acres to Theodore Atkinson Jun.
No. three, 240 acres reserved by the proprietors
No. four, 240 acres to Theodore Atkinson
No. ftve, 240 acres to lncorporau:d Society
No. Six, 200 acres to The Glebe

TilE PROPBIETORS.

IV.

T
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HE Masonian Proprietors purchased the claim of John
Tufton Mason July 80, 1746. The Mason patent was tri~
angular in form and was bounded on the south by the province
line, extending from the sea west sixty miles, and on the eastern
line of the province north sixty miles. The third side of the
triangle connected the western and the northern termini. In
familiar and present terms the patent was bounded on the south
by Massachusetts, on the east by Maine and b~ a line extending
northeasterly from Rindge to Conway. The new proprietors quitclaimed all right, if any they bad, to the established towns within
their domain, and were liberal in the acknowledgment and adjustment of the rights of many settlers in unincorporated places.
Taking advantage of the nominal suspension of hostilities which
succeeded the truce of Aix Ia Chnpelle, they granted many townships before the war was renewed in 1754. It became a work of
necessity to locate and establish the northwestern line of their
domain. Beginning at a point in the State line in the town of
Rindge, the line was run to the Pemigewasset River in 1751.
The line crossed Sunapee Lake and Newfound Lake and extended on the north line of the present town of Bridgewater to
the Pcmigewasset. It was the dividing line between New Chester
and Plymouth as these towns were originally granted. The surveyor who established this line in 1751 was Joseph Blanchard,
one of the grantees of Plymouth and a resident of Merrimack,
Thornton, and Amherst. Among his assistants was Lieut. Josiah
Brown, one of the pioneers of this town, and among the early
settlers it is possible that it was he whose foot first pressed the
soil of Plymouth.

I
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From the close of the French and Indian War to the Revolution was an era of peace and enterprise. The conquest of Canada
brought that region into friendly relations with New Hampshire
and the other English Colonies of New England. The hostile
incursions of the Indians and the fear of predatory raids no
longer delayed the occupancy of new territory and the settlement
of new towns. In those days all were tillers of the soil. The
ministers, lawyers, and doctors, the merchants, carpenters, and
blacksmiths were also farmers. Whenever a township became
wholly occupied with farms and no wild land remained, such
towns were said to be full, and the young men removed to new.
settlements where wild land was cheap and the cleared farm was
the product of their own labor. Under such conditions farms
were multiplied with the increase of the population and new
territory was in constant demand. During years of war and a
suspension of immigration the population of many towns had
become congested. With peace came an unprecedented demand
for new territory, and petitions for townships rapidly accumulated. These were palmy days for Gov. Benning Wentworth
and an active season for the tripod and the chain. Townships
were surveyed in New Hampshire and in Vermont, then claimed
by New Hampshire, in great number. Within the present county
of Grafton were granted in 1761 Lebanon, Hanover, Enfield,
Cockermouth, Dorchester, Canaan, Lyme, Orford, Bath, Rumney,
Campton, and Lyman. Holdemess, which was granted during
the suspension of hostilities in 1751, was regranted the same
year.
Early in the year 1763 the original township of Plymouth
was an unnamed part of the king's wood and ungranted land.
However, it was surrounded by other grants and all its bounding
lines were established and defined. It must be home in mind
that since tliis date the boundaries of Plymouth and the surrounding towns have been changed, and that Bridgewater, Hebron,
and Bristol were not original grants but were severed from older
towns. · This tract of ungranted land was bounded on the north
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by Campton and on the east by Holderness. The remaining linea
are traced by beginning at the southeast comer at a point on the
Pemigewasset which is still the southeast comer of this town,
and following the Masonian patent line southwest eleven miles
bounding on New Chester and Alexandria, ns these towns existed
in 1763, to a point in the original line of Alexandria at the southeast comer of Cardigan; thence northeasterly by the line of Cardignn six miles to the southeast comer of Cockennouth; thence
nearly in the same direction by the line of Cockennouth five miles
and one-half to the southwest comer of Campton. At this date
Cardigan had been surveyed, its bounds established, and it bore
the name of Cardigan, but for some reason it was not granted
until 1769. At all other points this tract of ungranted land was
bounded by chartered towns.
The unnamed Plymouth was waiting in the wilderness. Her
only history was the story of Baker's fight, and her only respites
from solitude were the hurried marches of explorers or the passing surveyors of near-by towns. But nature saw the compass and
the chain and her slumber was broken. To her these were the
heralds of approaching men. The passing soldier faded in the
distance and was forgotten, but the surveyor left the promise of
homes and habitation. With bursting throats the song-birds sang
a welcome to the approaching pioneers, the untilled earth, rich
with the stores of future harvests, rejoiced in the promise o:t
sowing and reaping. The wolves planned many campaigns. EIBt
future sheepfolds, while reynard, between the feasts of· ~
dreams, made many excursions toward Hollis to discover if file·
chickens were on the way, and each balmy day the honeybee*.
emblem of thrift, was humming over fields where the sweef1 clbver·
would grow, or seeking sunny places for cabins and sheltered
nooks for the husk-braided hive. The solitude was brolten• and'
meanwhile the sturdy men of Hollis, responding to the summons
of the awakened wilderness, were maturing their preparations
for an early removal.
The proceedings of the preliminary meetings of the men who
YOL.L-8
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became grantees or proprietors of Plymouth arc unknown. It is
easy to 888UJD.e that many conferences were held and several
journeys to Portsmouth were made, but speculation and con·
jecture have no place in history. It is an important fact in the
history of Plymouth that the grantees were in possession and
laid out house lots several months before the date of the charter.
The record of the first meeting follows: At a meeting of the Propriators of a New Town ship on Pemigewasaet
River met at the house of Benjamin Parker, innholder In Dunst.able
February 17, 1768.
Voted David Hobart, moderator.
Voted Abel Webater, clerk
Voted to Lay out the enterval on Pemigewaaset River Into proper
Lotta, Each mans Right his Proportion for Qtmntity and Quality as
Near as may bee
Voted Maj• Blanchard be a Surveyor to Lay out the Lotts.
Voted Ensign Joaiah Brown and Ensign David Hobart be a Com·
mittee to Qualify the Lotts with the Surveyor.
Voted Elnathan Blood, John Willoughby Jun. and William McCluere
be Chainmen for I..aying ont the Lotts.
Voted David Hobart and Joaiah Brown be a Committee to agree with
a Surveyor to Lay oat the Lotts in case Maj' Blanchard should fail •

. After votes fixing the pay of each person employed and a vote
to raise money for current expenses, tho meeting was adjourned
to the first Tuesday in April, 1763. In the meantime the first
survey of lots had been completed, and at the adjourned meeting
two committees were chosen and instructed in their duties: Voted that Joseph Blanchard, Samuel Cummings and John Hale be a
committee to p1-epair the Lotts in order for Drawing and that Daniel
Emerson and Samuel Willoughby be the persons to Draw the Lotts.
Voted, David Hobart, Elnatban Blood ancl Samuel Cummings be a
Committee of this Proprlaty to Lay out the Remainder of the entervnl
that Remained, to be equeally Devided for Quantity and Quality as near
as they can ; and for the two Lotts to be Laid oat to each Share con·
taining one hundred acres Which is to be Don by the Last Day of June
next, cupled and Redy for Drawing, that those persons who go to work
there this spring be employed in said work. Except a surveyor whom
they are to procure as also other help that shall be thought needful.
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There is evidence that the services of Joseph Blanchard could
not be secured in surveying the first division of lots in Plymouth
and that Matthew Patten of Bedford, one of the proprietors,
surveyed the five-and-one-half-acre lots of interval Mr. Patten
and Mr. Blanchard were employed in surveying other lots during
the year, for which Mr. Blanchard charged the proprietors .£1437
Old Tenor and Mr. Patten .£ 542 Old Tenor.
In the journal of Matthew Patten are found the following
ontries:Feb. 19, 1768. In the afternoon Enscn Hubbard [Hobart.] and
William McClure came to have me go with them up to Bakers river to
survey and I went and Changed snow Shoes with John Bell in order to
fit out.
.March 11, 1768. I eet out with Willlam McClure tor Pemitcbawaeett
and Lodged at Capt Fowlers.
March 12 1768 I Joyned the rest of the Company at Pennykook,
being Ensign Brown and Hobart. .Messrs. Elnatban Blood and John
Willable and tarried there over the Sabath at Mrs. Osgoods.
~larch 14, 1768 we set out and lodged about 12 miles from Pennykook, at Mr. Tho' Foses.
Ma~ch 16, 1763 we arrived about 4: or 6 mile above the Crotch of the
river
March 16, 1768 we campt about ~ way O\'er the 2 mile Carrieing
place.
lfnrch 17, 1763 we arrived at Ute Intervale and Campt.
~lnrcb 29, 1768. I finished laying out GO Iotts Containing about 84:7
ncres in the IntervAle on Pemitcbewassct.t
March 80 1768 we set out for home and came to the Crotch of the
river and lay at a loging camp.
March 81, 1768 We came to Mr. Henry Lovejoys and lay there.
April 1, 1768 Set ont at half an hour past 2 in the morning and came
home that Evening about sunset I was out 19 days. We got as much
by hunting as we shared 4:-2-6 pr man.
The first meeting, held Feb. 17, 1763, adjourned to meet the
last Wednesday in June. There is no record of a meeting in
June, and the next meeting was ealled on a new warrant and
was assembled at the inn of Benjamin Parker in Dunstable,
Tuesday, Aug. 2, 1763. At the date of this meeting the charter
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had been received and the legal title to the township was
completed.
Each of these early meetings was a mile-stone in the preparation for removal to Plymouth. At the meeting Aug. 2, 1768,
Samuel Cummings was chosen proprietors' clerk, and probably
he made the original minutes of the meeting. During the following year a record book was purchased, and the proceedings
of all the meetings until 1781 were engrossed by Abel Webater.
The meeting chose Joseph Blanchard, John Hale, and David
Hobart assessors and Abel Webster collector. An assessment was
made on each right. Then the proprietors voted that David
Hobart, Elnathan Blood, and William Nevins be a committee
to prosecute the survey of lots to be completed in September.
The same committee was instructed " to send persons to view a
place for a road from the mouth of Smith's river to tbe lower
end of the intervale and when the men retum home to open out
the small stuff so as horses can travel." This committee was also
instructed to reserve land for a mill and arrange with some per·
son for building it.
At a meeting held at the inn of Benjamin Parker Oct. 24,
and continued by adjournment Nov. 14, 1768, the proprietors
eleeted John Hale moderator and clerk, Abel Webster collector,
John Hale, Stephen Webster, and John Brown assessors of a
special assessment which was voted at this meeting. Stephen
Powers, William Read, and Deacon Samuel Goodhue 'vere chosen
auditors.
At the date of the charter :Maj. Joseph Blanchard of :Merri·
mack was a member of the provincial assembly representing
:Merrimack and :Monson. lie was the agent of the applicants for
a township, and submitted their petition to Governor Wentworth.
When the charter was received it was claimed by a majority of
the grantees that Major Blanchard had added six names to a
list previously agreed upon. At the meeting in November, 1768,
it was voted " Whereas :Maj. Joseph Blanchard has put in the
charter .six rights contrary to agreement, that a committee be
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chosen to settle with him," and John Hale, David Hobart, and
William Nevins were selected to conler with Major Blanchard.
Probably in a spirit of compromise they agreed upon a surrender
of four of the six disputed rights, and Major Blanchard gave
the proprietors a written conveyance of the rights of James
Cowan, Phineas Lund, Thomas Davis, and Nathaniel Garfield.
For some reason Nathaniel Garfield refused to join in this
arrangement, and hence only three rights were surrendered. The
remaining rights that were challenged are not known. ~his business apparently was adjusted without bitterness, and Major
Blanchard was soon employed to survey the greater part of the
township. Then the proprietors by vote admitted to the propriety David Nevins, and the number of sixty proprietors was
never changed. At an early date William McClure forfeited his
right in neglect to pay the dues, but he was promptly restored.
According to his custom, Gov. Benning Wentworth caused to be
engrossed on the back of the original charter a reservation of five
hundred acres, to be located in the northeast comer of the township, and which was to be accounted as two rights. There was
also a reservation of one right or share each to the Society for
the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, for glebe for the
Church of England, for the first settled minister, and for a school
in said town. These six rights were declared free of taxes. In
the chnrter there were sixty-two grantees. Three were excluded
and one was admitted by vote of the proprietors. Before any
division of land was made among the proprietors, each grantee
owned one undivided sixty-sixth of the township and was assessable for one-sixtieth of the money expended by the associated
proprietors.
The summer and autumn of 1763 was a memorable season in
the history. of Plymouth. The surveyors,. the axemen, and the
chainmen were here several months, and committees of supervision made several visits to the place. It would be unnatural
to assume that many of those who were proposing to remove
hither did not visit the site of their future homes, and that
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other grantees did not come to estimate the value of their new
possessions.
During the summer and autumn Joseph Blanchard surveyed
the fifty-acre lots of upland, and in June and September :Matthew
Patten surveyed the sixteen-acre lots of interval. The following
passages from Mr. Patten's joumal are of interest: May 17, 1768. Ensign David Hobart came to my house and agreed
for me to go to Pemitcbaweeett in about a fortnight.
June 7, 1768. I eet ont for Pemitchaweeett in company with Tbo"
Lund Jun• to euney and I arrived at Pennykook the next day noon, and
I got 20llb Pork and paid for it I got a half a buehell of com from
John Chandler which John Bell bot for me last faull and ground it and I
arived there on Saterday afternoon.
There are no •entries in his joumal until June 18, when he
was at his home in Bedford.
Sept. 22 1768 I set out for Plymouth to Suney and lodged at Mre.
Oagoode [Concord] and did not return home untill the 16111 of next November being eight weeks in Which time I got 101b of Beaver by catching
while I wae out.
The surveying for the present is completed and all the men nt
Plymouth retum to their homes for the winter. One hundred
and twenty fifty-acre lots of upland and sixty sixteen-acre lots
and sixty five-and-one-half-acre lots of interval have been surveyed and numbered.
The lots were drawn Dec. 20, 1763. By this proceeding each
proprietor became the sole owner of two lots of upland and one
lot of sixteen acres and one five-and-one-half-acre lot of interval,
and each still owned his share of the common or undivided land
remaining.
In the narratives of the settlement of Plymouth there is no
.suggestion that any one remained in the town during the winter
following the summer of 1763, but it has been intimated that
probably some of the men who came in 1764 had begun a clearing
and probably had erected a cabin the previous year. If so, on
whose land were such improvements made I The whole town-
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ship belonged to an ~iation, and no one in his sole right
owned one inch of land until the first distribution was made in
December, 1763.
Tho proprietors of Plymouth were oasembled on a winter day
at Parker's inn in Dunstable. They had been assessed to pay for
the charter and the cost of surveying and were now to be compensated in a distribution of land. From a common property
each was to receive a share. Defore prooooding to a general distribution, the proprietors voted certain tracts of choice land to
Ensign David Hobart, Ensign Josiah Brown, and Abel Webster.
Having provided for these worthy men, all the others proceeded
to a division by chance and the fickle wheel of fortune. Since
the time of Jonah the drawing of lots has been a business of
interest. In one receptacle were cards each bearing the name
of a proprietor, and in another were the same number of cards
each bearing the numbers of two lots of interval and two lots
of upland. From one receptacle Daniel Emerson drew a card
and announced the name of a proprietor; at the same time
Samuel Willoughby drew a card assigning to that proprietor four
lots of land. If the proceeding was exciting, it presented a
eerious feature. The location of a home, the choice of a farm,
and the character of a neighborhood were at stake. At this meeting it was ordered that in case any proprietor drew lots inferior
to the average, he should receive additional land, and at a subsequent meeting it was voted that J otham Cummings might throw
up one of his fifty-acre lots, " it not being fit to settle on," and
that he should have fifty acres out of the common land.
The meeting was continued by adjournment to Jan. 3, 1764,
when it was voted that there be purchased "two sets of lfill
irons, one for a com mill and one for a saw milL" Onesipherus
Marsh was delegated " to goo to peneycook and speak for the
said irons within this Fortnight." The next meeting of the proprietors was held at the house of Samuel Onmmings, innholder
in Hollis, April 16, 1764. John Hale was the moderator and
Stephen Webster and Stephen Powers were instructed to audit
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the accounts of the treasurer. At once the attenti<il of the
meeting was directed . to Plymouth, the future home of many of
the men here assembled. First they determined to spend ten
days' labor in repairing the road from Salisbury to Plymouth,
and requested Ensign Josiah Brown to oversee the work. Next
enterprise stole into the meeting and persuaded them to instruct
" Ensign David Hobart, Ensign Josiah Brown and Mr. William
Nevins to agree with some person or persons to build a saw mill
and a grist mill at Plymouth the ensuing summer."
And then piety and devotion, with an unspoken prayer for the
future welfare of wives, children, and themsolves, found expression in a vote ".to hire :Mr Nathan Ward to preach four days
· in Plymouth this spring." This vote was the praise of a doxology. The meeting then adjourned.
It was a busy winter in Hollis and in several families in the
near-by towns. The men were making implements of husbandry,
and the women were spinning and weaving and fashioning garments for men, women, and children. The shoemaker came and
sat by the kitchen fire, adding boots and shoes to the accumulat. i:Qg stores in preparation. In the spring many men were going
to Plymouth, and when the planting and sowing was done and a
habitation was prepared, the women and children would join
them, and a new Hollis would spring up in the valley of the
Pemigewasset.
The charter of Plymouth is found in another chapter. The
sixty-two original grantees were: 1. Joseph Blanchard, bom in Dunstable April 28, 1729, son of
Col. Joseph and Rebecca (Hubbard) Blanchard. He lived in
Merrimack, Thornton, and Amherst. He represented Merrimack
and :Monson in the provincial assembly, 1762-1765, and was a
selectman and town officer of Merrimack. He was a noted surveyor, e.nd rendered valuable assistance in the preparation of the
province map, 1771. He was employed by the proprietors, 1768,
in laying out lots in this town.
2. William Read, bom Chelmsford, Mass., Feb. 25, 1724, son
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of William and Hannah (Bates) Read. He married Lucy Spalding and settled in Litchfield, and for him Reed's Ferry was named.
He was a selectman and a coloneL He was killed at a raising
in Litchfield. He sold his right to Amaziah Pollard, 1764.
3. Oliver Lawrence, hom Groton, Mass., March 18, 1728/_9,
son of Deacon Peleg Lawrence of Groton ·and Pepperell, M8ss.
He married, Dec. 27, 1762, Mary Onmmings, hom April22, 1734,
daughter of Samuel and Prudence (Lawrence) Onmmings of
Hollis. He settled in Hollis, where he was a selectman, one of
the committee of safety, and a soldier in the Revolution. He died
in Hollis April 2, 1797.
4. William Nevins, hom 1718, lived in Monson and Hollis.
See family register in VoL IL
6. Onesipherus Marsh, settled in Plymouth. See family
register.
G. Samuel Goodhue, hom April 6, 1696, son of Deacon Joseph
Goodhue of Ipswich, Mass. He married Abigail Bartlett and lived
in Stratham, Nottingham, and after about 1740 in Hollis. He
was a deacon. He died Nov. 7, 1786.
7. Samuel Oummings, hom March 6, 1709; lived in Hollis.
See family register.
8. Samuel Hale, hom Bradford, Mass., 1734, son of Jonathan
and Susannah (Tuttle) Hale and a brother of Oolonel and Dr.
John Hale of Hollis. He was a physician and settled in Orford
soon after the date of the charter. He sold his right to Dr. John
Hale, 17 GG.
9. Joseph Warner, probably lived near Portsmouth. He sold
his right in 1763 to Abel Webster, who sold the same to OoL
David Webster April 13, 1764.
10. Daniel Emerson, hom Hollis, Dec. 16, 1746, son of Rev.
Daniel Emerson. He was the son of the minister of Hollis and
for that reason his youth did not exclude him from membership
in the association of the proprietors. He lived in Hollis, where
he died Oct. 4, 1820.
11. Thomas Merrill, hom 1729, son of Deacon John Merrill
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of Concord. He lived in Concord, Pembroke, and Conway. He
was four times married, and through life a prominent man of his
time. In 1763 he was styled of Pembroke. He sold his right to
Ebenezer Little, 1765.
12. Stephen Powers, hom Oct. 281 1729, son of Capt. Peter
and Anna (Keyes) Powers and brother of Rev. Peter Powers. He
married, Jan. ·5, 1757, Lucy Cummings, hom April 18, 1737,
daughter of Deacon William and Lucy (Colburn) Cummings.
He lived in Hollis.
13. Elnathan Blood, hom Dec. 4:, 114:4:, son of Elnathan and
Elizabeth (Boynton) Blood of Hollis. He married, June 5, 1766,
Deborah Phelps and lived in Hollis. See No. 37.
14:. John Willoughby, hom 1735, settled in Plymouth. Bee
family register. Son of No. 41.
15. Ebenezer Cummings, hom April 17, 1735, son of Deacon
William and Lucy (Colburn) Cummings. He married Elizabeth
Abbot and lived in Hollis. He died in the army Juno 1, 1778,
leaving eight children.
16. Richard Pierce, hom Jan. 8, 1789, son of Ebenezer Pierce·
of Groton; married, May 22, 1766, Susannah Jewett. He lived
in Hollis.
17. Jonas Keyes, hom about 1730; settled in Plymouth. Bee
family register.
18. John Hobart, hom Groton, Mass., March 30, 1731, son of
Gershom and Lydia (Nutting) Hobart. He settled in Cockermouth. His right was subsequently owned by Josiah Brown.
19. John Phelps was of Hollis, living in the region of One
Pine Hill, where he died. He sold his right, 1764, to Ebenezer
Hartshorn.
20. Jotham Cummings, hom Dec. 29, 1.741; settled in Plymouth. See family register.
21. Gershom Hobart, settled in Plymouth. Bee family
register.
22. James Underwood, hom Westford, Mass., 1731, son of
Joseph Underwood. He lived in Litchfield and was foremost in
the affairs of the town, a representative to the provincial assembly
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and to the House of Representatives and a justice of the county
court. He sold his right to Ebenezer Hartshorn, 1765.
23. Nahum Powers, born Hollis, Aprilll, 1741, son of Capt.
Peter Powers. He settled in Plymouth. See family register.
24. Jonathan Johnson, lived in Hollis. He marriel in Westford, Mass., July 4, 1754, Sarah Bates, daughter of Edward and
Mary (Snow) Bates. He sold his whole right in the township to
Abol Webster Nov. 18, 1763. Abel Webster sold the same to
Col. David Webster April 18, 1764.
25. James Cowan of Merrimack surrendered his interest in
the charter.
26. Stephen Ames, born .Boxford, Mass., Sept. 1, 1712, son of
John and Priscilla (Kimball) Ames. The family removed to
Groton, Mass., in 1717, where John, the father, was killed by the
Indians July 24, 1726. The son Stephen married, April 14,
1731, Jane Robbins and removed, 1739, frOm. Groton to Hollis.
lie was a soldier in the French and Indian War, selectman, and
representative. lle was a cousin of Capt. Jeremiah Eames of
Northumberland. His son Stephen, born 1739, settled in Cockermouth. He sold his right to Dr. John Hall, 1765.
27. Phineas Lund, born April 3, 1723, son of Thomas Lund
of Dunstable, surrendered his right in the township.
28. James Nahor was a prominent citizen of Litchfield, a
selectman, and many years foremost in town affairs. He sold his
right, 1763, to Abel Webster, who sold it to Cot David Webster.
29. William McClure lived in Dunstable, and he or a son
William later lived in Merrimack.
30. Abel Webster, settled in Plymouth. See family register.
31. Ebenezer Hartshorn, settled in Plymouth. See family
register.
32. William Cummings, born Oct. 2, 1741, son of Deacon
William and Lucy (Colburn) Cummings of Hollis (see Nos. 12
and 1G). He was a school teacher, town clerk, and selectman of
Hollis. lie married Mehitable Eastman, and in 1790 removed to
Hebron, whcro he died. He sold his right to Abel Webster, 1764.
33. Jonathan Hobart, hom Groton, Mass., son of Gershom and
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Lydia (Nutting) Hobart. He lived in Hollis. Tie sold his right
to Col David Hobart., who sold the same, April 30, 1764, to Col
David Webster.
.
.
84:. Benjamin Parker, born Aug. 19, 1719, son of Benjamin
and Mary (Sawtell) Parker of Groton. He married Alice Woods
and lived in HolliS, where he died Feb. 7, 1802. His right was
owned by Benjamin Wright and later by Abel Webster.
85. Samuel Thompson lived in Londonderry. He sold his
right to James Ryan, who settled in this town.
86. Josiah Brown, settled in Plymouth. See family register.
87. Elnathan Blood, married in Groton, MaBS., Nov. 26, 1741,
Elizabeth Boynton; lived in Dunstable and Hollis. Eight children. He sold his right, 1765, to Ebenezer Little, then of Newburyport, Mass.
38. Moses Merrill, born Salisbury, Mass., Oct. 28, 1707. See
Merrill register. In 1763 he was residing in Haverhill, Mass.
His son Jacob settled in Plymouth.
39. Zachariah Parker, settled in Plymouth. See family
register.
40. Amos Phillips, settled in Plymouth. See family register.
41. John Willoughby, lived in Hollis, where he died Feb. 2,
1793. See family register. His right was subsequently owned
by Joseph Blanchard, Abel Webster, and David Webster.
42. David Wright, born Groton, MaBS., Aug. 19, 1735, son of
Samuel and Hannah (Lawrence) Wright; married, Dec. 24, 1761,
Prudence Cummings, daughter of Samuel Cummings (No. 7).
He lived in Pepperell, MaBS. See Cummings register, Vol. II.
He sold his right, 1764, to Abel Webster.
48. Thomas McClure, settled in Plymouth. See family
register.
.
44. David Hobart., settled in Plymouth. See family register.
45. Samuel Cummings, born Westford, MaBS., Sept. 16, 1718,
son of John and Elizabeth (Adams) Cummings. He married,
Oct. 2, 1741, Sarah Spalding and removed, 1757, to Dunstable
and in 1773 to Cornish, where he died June 6, 1796.
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46. 4bner Keyes, bom Chelmsford, Mass., 1738, son of Ezekiel
Keyes and brother of Jonas Keyes (No. 17 ). He married, Dee. 30,
1763, Mary Shedd, bom Billerica, Mass., July 4, 1743, daughter
of William and Mary (Farmer) Shedd. He lived a few years in
Rumney and after 1792 in Hancock, where he died 1819.
47. John Brown, settled in Plymouth. See .family register.
48. John Harvell, settled in Plymouth. See family register.
49. James Hobart, settled in Plymouth. See family register.
50. Matthew Patten, bom in Ireland May 19, 1719, settled in
Bedford 1738; representative, councillor, and Judge of Probate.
lie wns a surveyor and was employed by the proprietors of
Plymouth in the summer and autumn of 1763. Joseph Blanchard
was the principal surveyor of this town. Mr. Patten surveyed
Piermont and other towns in this county. He married Elizabeth
McMurphy, daughter of John McMurphy of Londonderry. He
died suddenly in a :field in Bedford Aug. 27, 1795.
51. Francis Powers, bom Hollis July 15, 1745, son of Capt.
Peter Powers and brother of No. 12. He married, May 5, 1763,
Elizabeth Cummings, bom Jan. 1, 1743, daughter of Deacon
William and Lucy (Colbum) Cummings (see No. 16). He lived
in Hollis. He sold his right to Ephraim Keyes.
62. Peter Hobart, son of Col. David Hobart; settled in Ply·
mouth. See family register.
63. William Nutting, bom Groton, Mass., Nov. 20, 1712, son
of Jonathan and Mary (Green) Nutting. He married, Jan. 18,
1737 ~8, Jnne Boynton. He livod in Groton, Mass., where he
died June 2, 1776.
64. Thomas Davis, lived near Litchfield.
65. Nathaniel Garfield. He was a resident of Merrimack. He
sold his right to Samuel Livermore.
66. Jacob Hildreth, bom Litchfield May 12, 1739, son of Jacob
and Abigail Hildreth; he married Mary Shepard, bom Sept. 21,
1749, daughter of Col. John Shepard. He settled in Amherst,
where he died Sept. 13, 1815. He sold his right to Joseph
Dlanchard and Blanchard sold it to Abel Webster.
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67. Oliver Parker. There were two men of this name and
about the same age living in Groton. One of them removed to
Stoddard and was a loyalist in the Revolution.
68. Theodore Atkinson, born New Castle Dec. 20, 1697, son
of Theodore Atkinson, who was councillor, 1716. He married,
Sept. 4, 1732, Hannah (Wentworth) Plaisted, daughter of Lieut.Gov. John Wentworth and widow of Samuel Plaistea. He was
secretary of the province. He died Sept. 22, 1779. His only
son was Theodore Atkinson (No. 60).
59. William Temple, born Ten Hills, :Mass., about 1732, son
of Robert and :Mehitable (Nelson) Temple and a brother of the
wife of John Fenton. He was appointed a councillor of the
province of New Hampshire April4, 1761, and was commissioned
lieutenant-governor June 15, 1761. It is probable he did not
assume any duties under the last appointment.
60. Theodore Atkinson, born 1736, son of Theodore Atkinson
(No. 68); married Frances Deering, who married second Gov.
John Wentworth. He was secretary of the province. He died
Oct. 28, 1769. Two towns in this State, Francestown and Deering, were gallantly named in her honor.
61. :Meshech Weare, born June 16, 1718, son of Nathaniel
and :Mary (Wait) Weare. He was a member of the provincial
assembly twenty years and three years the Speaker of the House.
From 1747 to 1776 he was a Justice of the Superior Court of
the province and subsequently Chief Justice of the State. He
was a colonel of a regiment of the province. He was a delegate
in the five provincial congresses and eight and one-half years
president of the council and chairman of the committee of safety.
He was the first governor under the permanent constitution. He
died Jan. 14, 1786. He sold his right to Abel Webster, 1764.
62. Joseph Smith was a prominent citizen of Newmarket, a
colonel in the militia, and a representative many years to the
assembly of the province. He sold his right to Abel Webster, 1768.
63. David Nevins, settled in Plymouth. He was added to the
original list by vote of the proprietors. See family register.
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FTER all the towns in this vicinity had been surveyed and
granted, and soon after the settlement of Plymout~, a new
survey of the boundaries of the townships was ordered and consummated. The amended bounds were established in 1767 by
Robert Fletcher of Dunstable, a noted surveyor of his time. It
was the province of Fletcher's survey to review the existing
bounds and to sever tracts from townships that contained an area
in excess of the quantity stated in the charter. In this revision
of town lines there was severed from the towns in this vicinity one
oblong tract fourteen miles in length and one mile and forty rods
in width, containing nine thousand and six hundred acres. I1J
extended from near the north line of Rumney to the extension
of the south line of Cardigan. It was bounded on the east by
Campton and Plymouth and on the west by Rumney, Cocker·
mouth, and Cardigan. At this time Cardigan included Orange
and a considerable part of Alexandria.
This tract was thus restored to the king's domain, and like
otlter public land, was subject to grant by the govemor. When
land was at his disposal and his personal friends were peti·
tioners, the govemor was never idle. The greater part of this
land was soon granted. The northem part was granted, :March
8, 1773, to Col. Samuel Holland, surveyor-general, formerly a
major in the French War and subsequently a Tory. From the
north end of the reservation Holland's grant extended south four
miles and one hundred rods. It was one mile and forty rods in
width and contained three thousand one hundred and five acres.
J...oon Pond, estimated at one hundred and forty acres, was in
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nearly the centre of the grant, and the southern extremity was
about one mile south of Baker's River. Next south was the
grant of three thousand. acres to Col. John Fonton, which is
dated Feb. 19, 1773. It extended south from Holland's grant
four miles and sixty rods to the north line of Cardigan extended.
It was bounded on the west by Cockermouth, and for several
years it was wholly within the town of Plymouth.
The remainder, or southem part of the Fletcher reservation,
extending, same width, from the southem extremity of Fenton's
grant to the south line of Cardigan extended, containing about
three thousand acres, remained ungranted land and became a
part of Cardigan and later of Alexandria.
The Fletcher survey did not cover the northem boundary of
Plymouth, but the amended location of the northeast corner of
Cockermouth was a thom in the flesh of the proprietors. It was
apparent to all concemed that an equitable and final adjustment
of the line between Campton and Plymouth was a serious problem which must be solved. The end was delayed, but the trouble
finally came with force and certainty.
The proprietors, at a meeting assembled at the meeting-house
July 20, 1772, voted to apply for a new charter and " Chose
Samuel Livermore, Esq and Capt. David Hobart a committee
to wait on his Excellency the Governor in order to procure a new
charter of the township of Plymouth "
The committee preferred a petition alleging that
the northeast comer ot Cockermouth was never determined by any
authoritative survey except what was done by Robert Fletcher, Esq.
• • • by which survey tbe said town ship or Plymouth was round to con·
tain more land than bad before been supposed • . • that somo or the
lots improved and settled do not fall within the quantity ot 17000 acres
although they are lltterally within the bounds of their charter. The
Pet••• therefore pray your Excellency and honors consideration on the
premises and that a new survey may be made of said town of Plymouth
to begin at Pemigewaseet river opposite the northwest comer or New
Holdemeee and run from thence on a straight line to a hemlock tree
newmarked by said Robert Fletcher Eeq nineteen miles on a certain
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course from Connecticut river and from thence south thirty degrees
west five miles and a half to the north east comer or Cardigan, and
from thence south thirty seven degrees west six miles to the south east
corner or Cardigan, thence turning easterly and mnning on the same
point tbat the southerly sideline of Cardigan mns to the line commonly
called the patent line, thence by said patent line to Pemigewasset river,
tbence by said river to the bounds first mentioned.
The petition was dismissed, but it is an expre88ion of the attitude of the proprietors of Plymouth at this time. It is an
interesting document and is found in Town Papers, VoL XIII,
p. 223.
Tho patent line named in the petition was the boundary line
of tho Masonian Proprietors, being the northem line of Alexandria and New Cheater, as those towns were constituted at that
time. The part of New Cheater adjacent to the patent line is
now Bridgewater, and to Alexandria has been added the eastern
part of Cardigan, and from that town Danbury has been severed.
By the terms of the charter of Plymouth the southern extremity of the grant terminated in a point on the patent line.
The point or extremity of the township, in terms of the present
time, was very near the northem point of Danbury.
By the terms of the petition for a new charter, the oblong
tract reserved by the Fletcher survey, except the northern part of
Colonel Holland's grant, is included. In this petition for a new
charter Col. John Fenton joins with the proprietors and alleges
that his grant of three thousand acres lies within the proposed.
botmds. In 1767 tho proprietors of Plymouth sued the pro-.
prietors of Cockermouth for trespass on the common land. The·
contention in this direction was practically ended by the Fletcher·
survey, which set apart a tract of land between the two tOwns
over a mile in width. If this arrangement of the linea guaran.~
teed peace on the western border of Plymouth, it threw down the
gauntlet of war on the north. The Fletcher survey removed the
northeast corner of Cockermouth to the south, and the proprietors
of Campton claimed that a change in the location of the corner
of Cockermouth in like manner changed the line between CampvoL.L-4
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ton and Plymouth. With an equal opportunity many towns
would have maintained a stubborn contention. The proprietors
of Plymouth and Campton wisely discussed the situation in a
friendly manner. Moses Little, a leader in Campton, owned
many acres and had many friends in Plymouth, and there were
many in both towns whose friendship was never weakened by
contention.
Equal uncertainty and confusion concerning the boundaries
and the lands owned by the proprietors existed in other towns.
The condition was intolerable. Finally, by concerted action,
in 1779 committees were chosen by the proprietors of many of
the towns in Grafton County to meet in a convention for a general
discussion of the situation, and for the discovery of some measull88
of relief. The towns embraced in the call for a convention were
Plymouth, Campton, Rumney, Oockermouth, Thornton, Warren,
Wentworth, Dorchester, Benton, Ellsworth, Lyme, Orford, Pier·
mont, and Haverhill. The delegates representing the proprietors of Plymouth were Samuel Livermore, Samuel Emerson,
and Moses Dow. The convention of delegates assembled at the
house of Col. David Webster in Plymouth, Wednesday, Sept.
15, 1779. In the convention were several residents of Rockingham County, who were proprietors of one or more of the towns
embraced in the call In a discussion of measures to harmonize
and adjust the conflicting interests, the convention, in different
towns, was in session twenty days. Samuel Livermore was paid
for attending five days, Moses Dow for eight days, and Samuel
Emerson, who was clerk of the convention, for twenty days.
At a final session, beld Dec. 2, 1779, at Rumney, the delegates of seven towns agreed to submit the entire controversy to
Ebenezer Thompson of Durham, Joseph Badger of Gilmanton,
Ebenezer Smith of Meredith, Levi Dearborn of North Hampton,
and John Smith of Newmarket. It was further agreed that the
committee of the seven towns entering into the compact should
petition the legislature for an act confirming the decision of the
referees. The seven towns joining in this proceeding were
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Plymouth, Campton, Rumney, Warren, Wentworth, Piermont,
and Orford.
An act providing that the decision of the referees should be
" binding and conclusive in law upon all persons and parties
whatsoever " was passed Oet. 27, 1780. In January following,
the proprietors of Plymouth chose Abel Webster and Josiah
Brown "to wait on the Court's committee in settling the bounds
of tl1e town." By the terms of the compact the expense of the
referees was to be paid by the seven towns. The proprietors of
Plymouth had no money in the treasury, but they were still rich
in lands. They ordered a sale of land, and a vendue was held
at the house of Adam Brown. Three lots, of one hundred acres
each, were sold to Joseph Kimball for one hundred and seventynine silver dollars. The referees were paid £ 35 12s. 1d., or
very nearly $118. Abel Webster was paid£ 1 17s. 6d. for five
days and Josiah Brown fifteen shillings for three days, in attendance upon the referees.
The referees, or legislative committee, surveyed the seven townships which agreed to abide by their decision, established the
bounds, and made a final report Sept. 4:, 1784:. The bounds of
Plymouth, as determined by the referees, follow: Beginning at a pine tree on the western bank of the Pemigewasaet
river opposite Holderness corner where the line or Campton crosaes the
river; thence on Campton line south eighty eix degrees west about fh·e
miles to a hemlock tree tho north caet comer or Cockermoutb ; thence
south thirty degrees west five miles one half mile and forty rods to a
beech tree ; thence south thirty seven degrees west five miles and two
hundred and eighty five rods to a beech tree on Grafton line ; thence
south sixty five degrees eaet two hundred and sixty rods to a beech
tree standing on the Curve line [patent line] ; thence following the
curve line about tweh·e miles and a hair mile to a white oak tree standing on the bank or Pemigewaeset river ; thence by said river to the
bounds began at.

The west line adjoining Cockermouth and Cardigan was almost
exactly the line described in the petition for a new charter in
1772. In the location of the noJ'th line Plymouth was aggrieved
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and Campton was largely benefited. The finding of the referees
was final in law, but it opened the door to new contention and
several petitions ·for review.
First, the proprietors of Cockermouth had refused to sign the
agreement to refer the location of all the boundaries to the
referees, and as soon as the award was made they chose a com·
mittee consisting of Richard Cutts Shannon, Samuel Hobart,
Edmund Shattuck, Noah Worcester, and John Hale to petition
the legislature for a review. Plymouth at the same time chose
Samuel Livermore and Samuel Emerson " to make a defense
against a petition laid before said court by the proprietors of
Cookermouth." A day for the hearing was several times an·
nounced and as many times postponed. In the meantime Samuel
Livermore, Samuel Emerson, and Jacob Merrill on the part of
Plymouth, and Richard Cutts Shannon and Edmund Shattuck
on the part of Cockermouth, executed an agreement by which the
issue was amicably settled. It was agreed by both parties that
the line established by the referees should forever remain the
line between the towns. The proprietors of Plymouth quitclaimed to the proprietors of Cockermouth all the land west of
the line which had been formerly claimed by them, while on the
other hand the proprietors of Cookermouth agreed to withdraw all
suits and petitions and pay the costs, and also quitclaimed to
Plymouth all lands east of the new town line, except the lots
already appropriated by proprietors of Cockermouth between the
glebe lot and the southeast corner of Cockcrmouth.
In 1768, as stated in a former chapter, the proprietors established the northern line of their township to their unqualified
satisfaction. The survey was made by Joseph Blanchard, and
the line was subsequently known as Blanchard's line. It ex·
tended from the northeast corner of the town in a direct course
to a point, very nearly, in the line of Rumney where the railroad
enters that town. The line between Campton and Plymouth at
the present time is the sllme, except that for other reasons a corner of Campton adjacent to Loon Pond was annexed to Plymouth
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in 1793. The land adjacent to the Blanchard line was divided
into lots and distributed among the proprietors in the first division. Here were fertile farms and here were the homes of some
of the most prominent citizens of the town.
The line between Campton and Plymouth established by the
legislative committee, as shown on the map, began at the northeast comer of Plymouth and extended westerly in a direct course
to the northeast comer of Coekermouth, which is the southeast
comer of Rumney. In other words, the line established by the
committee, compared with the Blanchard line, severed from
Plymouth a tract containing 1688 acres. It was bounded on the
west by Rumney, on the north and south by the two locations of
the town line. By this proceeding the owners of farms and land
in this severed tract were not disturbed in their possessions. To
the town it was a serious loss both in population and in taxable
estates. To the proprietors it was simply a pecuniary loss. They
became accountable to the proprietors of Campton for the original
value of the land before improvements were made. Evidently
there was an understanding that this severed tract would be restored by law to Plymouth whenever the proprietors of Plymouth
satisfied the reasonable demands of the proprietors of Campton.
The early proceedings of the negotiation are unknown, but tho
final agreement is a matter of record. The proprietors of
Campton in December, 1791, chose Col. Moses Little, Moses
Baker, Esq., and John Southmaid a committee with full powers
to represent their interests, and in April following the proprietors of Plymouth selected Capt. Samuel Dearborn, Lieut. Elisha
Bean, and Samuel Marsh with full powers to consummate a settlement. Articles of agreement were executed May 9, 1792.
By the condiiions of the agreement the proprietors of Campton
surrendered all claims to 1688 acres between the committee and
Blanchard lines, except sixty-four acres which was common land,
and on their part the proprietors of Plymouth deeded to the proprietors of Campton one tract, containing 2400 acres, lying east
of the Crawford Farm and north of Newfound Lake, twenty
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fifty-acre lots in the first range south of Newfound Lake and
adjacent to the east line of Cardigan, as that town was then constituted; the west half of the two-hundred-acre lot No. 6, south
of Newfound Lake; two :fifty-acre lots, Nos. 4 and 6 in the second
range, south of Newfound Lake, the last named lots containing
1100 acres, or 8664 acres in all.
The act of the legislature declaring the Blanchard line to be
the north line of Plymouth and annexing to this town all the area
between the committee line and Blanchard line was approved
June 21, 1793. In this act there was also a clause uniting to
Plymouth two other tracts of land, owned by Nathaniel Peabody
and described as the Everett Farm and the Withe Lot. The history of the lots of land added to Plymouth is discovered in the
registry of deeds. Capt. Edward Everett of Rumney sold one
hundred and fifty acres with buildings to Nathaniel Peabody and
Samuel Atkinson. On account of the uncertainty of the town
lines this farm was described as in Rumney or in Campton or in
both towns. Atkinson sold his interest to Peabody. In the meantime Peabody purchased a lot, containing fifty acres, of Luke
Withee of Derryfield. These are the two tracts annexed to Plymouth in 1793. Peabody sold both tracts to James Harriman,
and Harriman sold to Daniel Little, and in 1796 Little sold
the whole to Stephen Wells of Plymouth.
In marked contrast with the prevailing literal construction of
law our fathers sometimes construed the statutes from the standard of their desires. When the committee or referees declared
in 1784 that a line from the northeast comer of Plymouth to
the northeast comer of Cockermouth was the boundary between
Campton and Plymouth, those who lived on the tract severed
from Plymouth gave a liberal construction to tlie legal eifect · of
the decision and regarded the boundary established by the committee like the student's view of the equator as an imaginary line.
They refused to be joined to Campton and continued to pay taxes,
to vote, and to 'bold office in Plymouth.
It has been represented in another connection that nearly or quite
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all the earlier settlements were made in the northern and eastern
parts of the town and near Baker's and Pemigewasset rivers.
With the exception of the sale of a very few lots, the southern
pnrt of original Plymouth, now in Hebron, was common land,
owned in one tract by the proprietors. This part of the town
was not surveyed and divided into lots until 1788.
In 1791 a few families were living in this part of the town.
Dr. Abijah Wright, who was also a farmer, was living about one
mile north of Newfound Lake. Uriah Pike removed to this section in 1790, and the other names appended to the petition for
incorporation were mainly new arrivals. In their mention of a
settlement of a minister they must refer to the ministry of Rev.
Samuel Perley, then of Cockermouth. When the subject was
first suggested the town of Plymouth made no objection and appointed a committee to join with the petitioners concerning the
establishment of a dividing line. Their petition to the General
Court follows: The Petition of us the Subscribers humbly sheweth that by a late
establishment of the Boundaries of the Town of Plymouth (of which we
arc Inhabitants) our Connection with said Town of Plymouth is rendered
exceedingly difficult as tbe road at present is new & in a great Measure
unoccupied & the Length of way from the principal pan of us nearly
Six miles to tho now Centre of said Plymouth, & further, that the
greater part or us have been at a great expence in Settling a Gospel
minister & Supporting the Gospel among ourselves without any assistance of the Town or Plymouth aforesaid & having previously obtained
approbation of tbe Inhabitants or sald Plymouth by a unanimous Vote
herewith inclos'd & preferrd to Your honours, Signifying that our desires
may be folly gratify'd.- Wherefore we pray that Such a part or said
Plymouth as is oxpressd hy meets & Bounds (in said Vote herewith
preferr'd by the Bearer William Cummings) may be set off & incorporated into a Township by the name of W eaton & that we the Inhabitants of the same may be invested with Town Privileges in Snob way
as Your Honours in Wit~dom may Judge ftt.
And We your Honour's Petitioners as in duty bound shall ever
pray.-
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Plymouth Dec. 7, 1791
Eben Kendall
John W Kendall
Josiah Hobart
Jacob Lovejoy
Jaoob Perkios
Uriah Pike ·
Simeon Lovejoy
James Colburn
Ebenezer Kendall Ju. Samuel Hazaltun
W!!! Cummings Jon•

Evan Bartlett
Benjamin Hazelton
Jonathan Mol'88
David Cheney
J arabmeel Bowers
Jonathan Bartlett

The boundary line between Plymouth and the new town of
Hebron is described as follows: Beginning at a hemlock tree on the line between Plymouth and
Bridgewater one mile and one hundred and thirty seven rods easterly
from Newfound lake; thence north seventeen degrees wee\ two miles
and two hundred and twenty six rods to the south west comer or
Benjamin Taylor's lot; thence north forty five degrees west forty eight
rods to the south east comer or lot No. three in the second range ;
thence north sixty degrees west between lots Nos. three and four in
the first and second ranges, north or N ewround lake, and so on in the
same course to Cockermoutb.

· These courses are shown by a dotted line on the proprietors' map.
The name of Hebron was substituted for Weston, and the town,
including also a part of Cockermouth, was incorporated June
15, 1792.
In the division of a town the title of the original proprietors
was not changed. At the time Hebron was incorporated the proprietors of Plymouth owned several lots in the new town which bad
been surveyed, but which had not been sold or divided among the
propriety. Nearly all of this land was conveyed, as formerly
stated, to the proprietors of Campton.
As early as 1795 the common land was nearly consumed and an
early dissolution of the propriety was foreshadowed. The busi·
ness of the later meetings was limited to a brief contention with
the proprietors of Cardigan, and to a final adjustment of a few
outstanding accounts.
For many years the proprietors, or at least some of them, claimed
that Col. David Hobart had received more than an average value of
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land in the first division in 1763. Finally, Colonel Hobart deeded
to the proprietors all the land he received in the second division
in 1788, being lots six and seven in the broken range, situated in
the west part of the town. This land was sold to Enoch George
and Ezekiel Gile for one hundred and six dollars. The deed is
dated May 7, 1806. The proceeds were applied to the payment
of debts.
A committee consisting of Lieut. Jonathan Robbins and Reuben
Hobart, chosen for that purpose, reported in 1809 that one lot of
two acres and twenty rods on Hebron River, worth thirty dollars,
and the pnrt of great lot No. 3 south of the pond, which was not
in Cardigan, estimated at fifty cents per acre, were " all the common land they can find which they view to be worth anything."
The small lot on Hebron River was sold to Lieutenant Robbins,
and part of lot No. 3 and one hundred acres on the mountain in
Hebron were conveyed to Asa Hobart and Elizabeth Hobart,
widow of Reuben Hobart, in compensation for their exj,ense in a
dispute with the proprietors of Cardigan. This conveyance is
dated March 15, 1814, and the same day the propriety was dissolved. For the purpose of distributing among the1nselves or of
selling the common land, the association of proprietors was continued fifty-one years. From time to time grantees sold their
right in the township and were succeeded in the propriety by the
purchaser, but the membership of the association was sixty at all
times. From the beginning to the end the organization was able
and honorable. It cannot be denied that in laying out house lots
our worthies trespassed grievously on the borders of Campton,
Cockermouth, and Cardigan, but when reminded of the fact they
calmly and fairly met the accusation and made ample reparation.
And when Cockermouth and Cardigan appropriated land in their
domain they defended with vigor and settled every dispute with
liberality.
From the beginning Abel Webster was the clerk of the proprietors until 1781, when he resigned. Samuel Emerson was his
suooessor and was continued in office until the organization was
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dissolved. In this narrative of the grant and of the proceedings
of the proprietors a particular mention of the Govemor's Farm
has been reserved for a separate paragraph.
In nearly all of the townships granted by Gov. Denning Wentworth there was a reservation of five hundred acres for himself.
These reservations, generally located in a comer of the township
and often adjacent to a river, were called Govemor's Farms, and
while he lived his title to these lands was not questioned. Govemor Wentworth died Oct. 14, 1770, about three years after he
was succeeded in office by his nephew John Wentworth. He had
no children, and in his will he conveyed his entire estate to
his second wife, Martha Hilton. This disposition of his wealth
was a surprise and a disappointment to the Wentworth family.
Immediately Gov. John Wentworth declared the title to all the
reservations or Govemor's Farms to be void. In this proceeding
he was sustained by all the council except Peter Livins. By this
proceeding the farms were restored to the king's domain and subject to grant by Gov. John Wentworth. In the meantime, through
a failure to fulfil the conditions, the charter of several towns in
Grafton County had been forfeited, and in a renewal of their
charters there was no provision for a Govemor's Farm.
In Plymouth Gov. Benning Wentworth, with good judgment,
located his farm in the northeast comer of the township. The
farm in Campton was located in the southwest comer adjoining
Rumney and Plymouth. The history of the two farms is involved.
Having been Wrested from the estate of Gov. Benning Wentworth,
both farms were speedily granted. Isaac Rindge, surveyor-general of the province, appointed Jotham Cummings a deputy survey~r. Mr. Cummings surveyed both farms and retumed the
minutes and plans to Portsmouth in the spring of 1771. Mr.
Rindge reported the surveys to the govemor July 8, 1771, and
three days later the govemor granted both farms to John Atkinson
of Newbury, Mass., who sold both grants to Moses Little, then of
Newburyport, Mass., and subsequently of Campton. According
to the dates of the record, Mr. Atkinson sold the land to Mr. Little
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:five days before the grant by the govemor. In the progress of
events the proprietors of Plymouth laid out lots that extended into
both farms, and when reminded of the fact by Mr. Little, the proprietors admitted it and expressed a willingness to make reparation. On this account the proprietors of Plymouth conveyed to
Colonel Little four :fifty-acre lots, being Nos. 6, 11, 18, and 19
in the third range south of Newfound Lake.
The Govemor's Farm in Haverhill was granted to John Parker
of Portsmouth, the farm in Orford to William Simpson, the
farm in Rumney to Elias Warner, the farm in Lebanon to William
Parker, and the farm in Piermont to Thomas Martyn.
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VI.

THE TOWN.

T

HE charter of Plymouth was a grant of land to the proprietors and a grant of town privileges to those who became
inhabitants. As stated in another chapter1 the proprietors built
the first roads1 settled a minister, and were active in forwarding
the settlement. As ~n as the number of inhabitants were sufficient a town was organized and the proprietors surrendered the
control ·of public affairs. The town was organized and the first
town meeting was held at the bouse of Stephen Webster July 17,
1766. At this meeting the following town officers were chosen,
but no other business was transacted.
Moderator- Stephen Webster.
Town Clerk- Stephen Webster.
Selectmen-Stephen Webster, Lieut. Winthrop Wells, John Willoughby.
Constable- David Webster.
Surveyors or Highways- Ebenezer Hartshorn, Capt. Ephraim Wesson.
Fence Viewers- Gershom Hobart, Zachariah Parker.
Deer Beeves-Jotham Cummings, Silas Brown.
Tythingmon- Capt. David Hobart, James Hobart.
Hog Beeves- Abner Keyes, Stephen Webster Jun.
Sealer or Weighta and Measures- Gersbom Hobart.
Auditors- Ebenezer Hartshorn, Abel Webster.
The second meeting soon followed and was held at the bouse
of James Hobal1 Oct. 161 1766. Capt. David Hobart was chosen
moderator, and the town voted " To raise two pounds and ten
shillings in money for the towns use for the present year. 11
At this meeting the town agreed to assume the contract made
by the proprietors for the support of Rev. Nathan Ward.
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The prooeedinga of other meetings will be found in lists of
town officers and in chapters relating to roads, schools, the Revolu- .
tion, and ecclesiastical affairs.
From 1766 until the Revolution the settlement was happy and
prosperous. It was a season of growth and development. The
productive meadows on the Pemigewaaset and Baker's rivers
were under cultivation and yielded bountiful harvests. The
clearings on the hillsides were annually enlarged, new houses
and bnrns wore erected, and in many instances the acres under
tillage or grazing extended to the boundaries of the homestead.
The products of fruitful farms supplied the substantial wants of
the home and there was an annual surplus of beef, pork, peas,
and oats for sale or exchange for other needed commodities.
A church was established and maintained, schools were supported, and the young settlement was beginning to aasume the
dignity and enjoy the conveniences of a town.
During the French and Indian War, and at the beginning of
the administration of Gov. John Wentworth, there were nine
regiments of militia in .the province. In the organization then
existing only a few towns north of the latitude of Charlestown
and Concord were included in any regiment. In the meantime
new towns were assuming proportions of importance, and the new
governor was an enthusiast in military affairs. During his administration of eight years be added six regiments. The governor
at his pleasure appointed and commissioned the officers and named
the towns which should constitute a regiment. The record of
appointments was held as the private property of the executive
and has never been accessible to the public. The only sources
of information are the commissions which have been preserved
and incidental mention in contemporaneous records.
The six new regiments were numbered ten to fifteen inclusive.
The tenth regiment, organized in July, 1771, comprised the towns
of Gilmanton, Barnstead, New Durham, Middleton, Wakefield,
Wolfeborough, Tuftonborough, Moultonborough, Tamworth, Sandwich, Meredith, Sanbornton, and the partially organized parish
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now Alton. Joseph Badger of Gilmanton was commissioned
. coloneL
To complete the organization of Grafton County Governor
Wentworth established two additional regiments, extending the
militia system over the most populous sections of the county.
These were called the eleventh and twelfth regiments. The
eleventh included Plymouth, Holderness, Campton, Thornton,
Rumney, Cockermouth, Alexandria, and New Chester. The field
officers were John Fenton, colonel, David Hobart, lieutenantcolonel, and Jonathan :M. Sewall, major, all of Plymouth.
The towns near Connecticut River constituted the twelfth regiment, with John Hurd of Haverhill, colonel, .A.sa Porter of
Haverhill, lieutenant-oolonel, and William Simpson of Orford,
major. In January, 1774, the thirteenth regiment, including
Hanover, Lebanon, and other towns in Grafton County, with
Plainfield and Cornish in Cheshire County, wns organized. It
is probable that some of the towns in this regiment originally
had been included in the twelfth regiment, and during the Revolution the twelfth was enlarged at the expense of the thirteenth.
The field officers were Samuel Gilbert of Lyme, colonel, Jonathan
Chase of Cornish, lieutonant-oolonel, Elisha Payne and Ralph
Wheelock, majors. The fourteenth regiment, made up of parts
of existing regiments, was organized in January, 1774. Reuben
Kidder of New Ipswich was the colonel, and his regiment included twelve towns in Cheshire and Hillsborough counties. The
fifteenth regiment, the last of Governor Wentworth's military
creations, was organized in January, 1774. The field officers
were Andrew McMillan of Concord, colonel, Thomas Stickney of
Concord, lieutenant-oolonel, and Benjamin Thompson of Concord,
major.
In his love of military affairs, in extending the system, and in
perfecting an organization of the regiments, Governor Wentworth
unconsciously was training the hardy yeomen for effective service
in the Revolution. The organized militia of the province became
the disciplined army of tlie State. In a subsequent chapter it
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will appear that these regiments were accepted as a basis of organi·
zation for the Revolution.
Early in the year 1773 the several towns in the province of
New Hampshire made a return to the assembly of the number
of polls and the value of ratable estates, from which in the month
of May a table was prepared by the assembly as a basis for the
proportionment .of the public taxes. The apportionment of Plymouth expressed in a decimal notation was 4:.35 upon each 1000,
which was the exact proportion of this town in 1891. The State
and town had grown with equal pace. The returns from Grafton
County in 1773 are presented as an interesting exhibit of the
comparative growth of the several towns.

POLU.

Hanrhill
Plymouth
Lebanon
Hanover
Lyme
Orford
Unm11ey
Pienno11t
Bath

.

RATADLII
EIITATU.

£

76
67
70
77

61
46
86
80
27

100
90
85
76

Por.u.

Canaan
Cockermouth
Lisbon
Lancaster
Northumberland
Thornton
AleXRmlria
New Chester
Lyman

64

48
87
28
27

RATABLa
EITA.TEI.

£

19
20
10
12
12
18

20
17
10
12

12
15

11

9

80

80
6

6

In the autumn of 1773, in response to a requisition of Governor
Wentworth, the selectmen of the several towns of the province
returned a classified census of the population of the province.
A summary of the population of the towns of Grafton County
is as follows: Haverhill
Plymouth
Hanover
Lebanon
Lyme

887
845
84:2
295
241

Dorchester
Cockermonth
Stewartstown
Thornton
Canaan

121
107
88

n
62
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Orford
Rumney
New Chester
Bath
Holdern6118
Campton

228

192
179
"150
147
189

60
46
42
87
14

Ellsworth
Northumberland
Wentworth
Lanoaater
Apthorp

The classified return of Plymouth was made by Benjamin
Goold, John Willoughby, and Samuel Dearborn, the selectmen
for the year, from which it appears that the three hundred and
forty-five persons living in Plymouth in the autumn of 1773 were
divided as follows: Unmarried men 16 to 60 years of age
Married men 16 to 60
Married women
Boys onder 16
Females nnmarried
Widows
Slaves
Men over 60- no return
Total

29
67
57
90
107
2
S
846

Mter the lapse of one hundred and thirty years it is impossible to present the names of every one of the three hundred and
forty-five persons living in Plymouth in the autumn of 1773.
The attempt however is an interesting investigation, and it tests
the accuracy of the family registers contained in Volume II.
The following tables furnish the names of the twenty-nine
unmarried men from sixteen to sixty years of age, and also the
names of the fifty-seven married men from sixteen to sixty years
of age. And as " unto the bow the cord is " it will not be doubted ·
that the fifty-seven married women were the wives of the fiftyseven married men whose names are given in the table. That
is easy. In the column for men above sixty years of age there is
no return from Plymouth. Gershom Fletcher was over seventy
years of age in 1773, and he was at the time a substantial citizen
of the town. The omission was either an oversight or an error
in the copy. Benjamin Dearborn was sixty in August of that
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year, and it is reasonable to assume that he was counted as one
of the married men from sixteen to sixty.
The two widows who were not neglected by the selectmen in
an enumeration of the population were Bridget Snow, who came
to Plymouth in lVidows' weeds, and Miriam Snow, widow of
Henry Snow who died in Plymouth. The three slaves were
Cisco and Dinah, servants of Col. David Webster, and probably
one eervant of John Porter, Esq.
. The number and names of the children of several of the enumerated families are not known, and in a few instances never will
be ascertained. A record was not made, and knowledge has faded
from the traditions of men. In addition to these there were
several unmarried females living with their married sisters and
other relatives whose names in every instance cannot be ascertained. For such reasons the number of boys under sixteen and
tho number of females unmarried of all ages will not be complete.
Mnanm M1111 16

1
2
8
4

6
6
7
8
9
10
11
12

18
14
16
16
17
)8

19
YOL.I.-6

TO

00.

James Barnes
Elisha Bean
Ehenezer Blodgett
,James Blodgett
Solomon Blood
Dr. John Brown
John Brown Jr.
J,ieut. Josiah Brown
Silas Rrown
Capt. Jotbam Cummings
Benjamin Dearborn
Samuel Dearborn
Samuel Emerson
Edward Evans
Benjamin Goold
William Greenough
Ebenezer Hartshorn
.Tames lbn•ell
Ger11hom Hobart

Don
uxuaa 16.

GIRLI.

1
2
0
2
1
2
0
1

1
8
0
1
5
0
2

3
0
2
4:

1
1
1
1

1
0

1
0

4:

8

5
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MABJUKD M!o:N

20
21
22
28
24:
25
26
27
28
29

so

81
82
88
84:
85
86
87
88

89
40
4:1

4:2
48
44:
4:5
46
47
48
49
50
51

52
58
54

55

56
57

16 TO 00.

Capt. James Hobart
Peter Hobart
Col. David Hobart
George Hull
Ephraim Keyes
Jonas Keyes
Phineas Lovejoy
Thomas I.ucas
Samuel Marsh
Onesipherous Marsh
Jacob Mea·rill
David Ne,•ins
William Nevins
Zachariah Parker
Amos Phillips
Benjamin Phillips
Noah Phillips
Nahum Powers
Zcbediah Richardson
Jnmes Ryan
William Simpson
Peter Stearns
Edward Taylor
John Webber
Rev. Nathan Ward
Jonas Ward
Abel Webster
David Webster
Stephen W ebstea·
Stephen Webster Jr.
Jlenjamin Wells
Winthrop Wells
Joseph Wheeler
Solomon Wheeler
Timothy Wheeler
Dr. Abijnb Wright
John Willoughby
Dea. Francis Worcester

llun
16.

I:Millo:ll

Guu.a.

- -·--·- -- - ------1
1
1
0
0
1
8
1

s

2

8
2

1

1

0
0

4:
1
0
0

1

1
5
2

1
0

4:

I

1

0

1
1
2

0
1

1

1
1
1

2
fi
8
8

4

2
1
0
8

4
4

2

0
1
fi

0
1

2
8

0

0
0
4

0

0

4
8

1
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UNMARRIED MEN 16 TO 60 YEARS OF AGE.

Edwnr<l Arms
.lereminh Blodgett
}t;benezcr Blodgett
James Blodgett
.lol!leph nrown
.lohn Cnler
llenjnmin Dcnrbom
Michnel Dearborn
Peter Dearborn

I>r. l'etcr J<~merson
Nonh llobnt't
JoReph Hnll
Nathaniel Hull
Snmuel Hull
]<;benezer Keyes

Ephrnim Keyes
J<:Zekicl Keyes
Jacob Marsh
Thomns McClure
,John Nevins
George Patterson
Benjamin Snow
Enoch W ani
Abraham War<l
Abel Webster
Amos Webster
Dnniel Clough Webster
Nathnniel Webster
Paul Wells
Daniel Wheeler
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· VII.

JOHN FENTON.

JOHN FENTON in his opinions and conduct in
COLONEL
the early stages of the Revolution is a character for delineation in the history of New Hampshire. As a county official, as
a colonel of the eleventh regiment, as a temporary resident, and
as the only representative from this town to the assembly of the
province, he was a prominent actor in the prelude to the history
of Plymouth in the Revolution. He served several campaigns
in the French and Indian War from 1756 to 1761, and was
commissioned a captain in the Queen's Royal Irish Regiment
Feb. 13, 1762. Having served with his regiment about one
year, he was retired from active service on reduced pay and
resided several years in Boston and Charlestown, Mass. He was
taxed in Charlestown in 1771, 1772, and 1773. He was also taxed
in 1774, but the tax was abated. In the meantime he filled several
temporary appointments under the government and transacted
considerable business under powers of attorney from his former
comrades in war. The selectmen of Boston in those days were
accustomed to invite several gentlemen of distinction from Boston
and vicinity to attend them in the annual visitation of the
schools. Fenton was honored with an invitation and attended
the selectmen in a visitation July 7, 1773.
Previous to the Revolution the King of England owned the
unappropriated lands in the American colonies, and in his name
and with his consent the governors made grants of townships or
defined areas to individuals. Under the authority of a royal
proclamation announced in 1763 the governors were authorized
to make grants ~f land to officers and men retired from active
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In 1764 John Fento:Q. applied to Gov. Benning Wentworth for a tract of land to which, under the terms of the proclamation, he was entitled. For reasons unexplained the grant
\Vas not made for several years, but was made by Gov. John
Wentworth in 1772, and is the subject of a paragraph in a former
chapter. In this grant he is described as a resident of Charlestown, Mass. John Fenton married, 1775, Elizabeth Temple. The
intention of marriage is recorded in Boston, Sept. 29, 1755. She
was a daughter of Capt. Robert and Mehitable (Nelson) Temple.
Tier father was the grandson of Sir Purbeck Temple of Stanton
Bury, England, and her brother John became the eighth baronet
and lived in England. Before he came to New Hampshire Fenton bought and sold several tracts of land in Charlestown, and
subsequently he still owned a cultivated farm on which the battle
of Btmker Hill was fought.
In tho organization of Grafton County Gov. Jolm Wcnt\vorth
expressed his friendship and esteem for John Fenton by appoint-ing him Judge of Probate and Clerk of the Courts. At the same
time the go'·emor commissioned him a colonel of the eleventh
regiment. Succeeding these substantial preferments Fenton came
to Plymouth and remained a considerable part of the time during
two years. He bought several rights in the propriety and purchased an extensive farm.
The farm was well stocked and well cultivated, and the farming implements were more numerous and expensive than those
owned by the other farmers of the town. While under the
general supervision of William Simpson, who removed from
Orford to Plymouth when appointed sheriff of the county, the
land was cultivated on shares by William Tarlton and Amos
Thompson. During the two years in which Fenton maintained
a nominal residence in this town be divided his time between
Plymouth and Portsmouth. In the discharge of official duties,
and while building a dwelling-house in this town, he frequently
journeyed from Portsmouth to Plymouth, but evidently he preferred the sea breezes, the society and the luxury of a wealthy
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town to the pure air, the sweet fields, and the homely fare of the
settlement. He was taxed upon his land, but he never paid a
poll or a personal tax in Plymouth.
In September, 1774, the governor and council assembled at
Portsmouth, fearing a hostile demonstration on account of the
expected arrival of a cargo of tea consigned to Edward Parry,
called upon the justices of the peace of Portsmouth to preserve
order in the town. In this proceeding John Fenton is one of
the four justices of Portsmouth who responded, and during the
same month, as clerk of the court of Grafton County, he prepared
a list and included himself among the justices of Grafton County,
but the list was made and dated at Portsmouth.
In January, 1774, the voters of Plymouth petitioned the governor for permission to send a representative to the assembly, and
a few months later they preferred a second petition to the same
end. Of the later John Fenton was the first signer, and both
petitions were signed by a large proportion of the voters of the
town.
Ostensibly in answer to these petitions, and probably in an
advancement of his plans, the governor included the towns of
Plymouth, Orford, and Lyme in the writ of election of an
assembly to be convened May 4, 1775. These towns had not
been previously represented. Fenton lost no time. A meeting
of the freeholders of Plymouth was holden Feb. 17, 1775. At
this meeting John Fenton was elected a representative from
Plymouth. Israel Morey was elected in Orford and Ebenezer
Green in Lyme. The proceedings of the town meeting in Plymouth are found in State archives, and also in the New Ramp·
shire Gazette, which in this instance compensates for the loss
of the town records.
At a meeting of the Freeholders orthe town of Plymouth, in said County,
on Fryday, the 17th day of Jo"'ebruary. 1775:
Voted, .Mr. John Willoughby, Moderator.
Voted, Tbat the Honounthle John Fenton, Esquire, t·cprcscnt this
Town in General Assembly.
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Voted, Tbnt the following Instructions be given to the Honourable
John Fenton, Esquire, as our Representative, and that a copy of the
same be forwarded by the Town Clerk to the ~Printer of the New Hampshire Gazette, to bo published.
To the Honourable John Fenton, Esquire, Representative for the Town
of Plymouth in the County of Grafton :
Sir: We the J.t'reeholders of the Town of Plymouth, being highly impressed with the most favourable sentiments of you, from the many
eminent services conferred on this County, and the town of Plymouth in
paaticnlar, since your first acquaintance with us, should think it needless,
nt nny other time thnn this, to give you Instructions respecting your conduct na our Representative in General Assembly. But when we reflect
on tho momentous aJJairs that nre now pending between Great Britain
and her Colonies, and the imminent danger that threatens them (for we
look upon the interest to be mutual) we trust thnt you will not construe
our instructing you to arise from any distrust or want of confidence, but
from anxious wish and hearty dcah"C to see the strictest harmony once
more established between our parent state and her Colonies, according to
their Chm·ter and other rights, as they hnve been prnctlsed from the first
accession of the august House of Hanover, to the time of the Stamp Act.
We therefore think it our duty to instruct you as our Representative.
l<'irst, That you will do everything in your power to pre~~erve the laws
of tho land im·iolate, and by every legal means prevent a diminution of
them in e\·ery respect whntcvcr ; for should tho people either throw them
aside, or in nny manner disregard them, we apprehend that anarchy and
confusion must quickly ensue.
Secondly, We recommend to you in the strongest terms, to discountenance every net of oppreasion, either as to the persons or properties of
Individuals, ns we look upon such proceedings 'to be highly prejudicial to
the common cause, nnd directly tending to ftll the minds of the people
with jealousies and distrusts, the bad effects of which moat appear obvious
to every man of common understanding.
Thirdly, We desire that you will not on any account give up, or in
manner suffer n diminution of the rights and privileges we now enjoy, as
we live under good and wholesome laws; and,
Fourthly, That you will do the utmost in your power to keep harmony
in the House, that the publick affairs of the Province may be discussed
with coolneas nnd Impartiality ; much depending on such conduct at this
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time of our diftlculties; alao, that you will endeavor to have the Houso
open, that those ont of doors may be acquainted with the debates of their
Members, the practice of secrecy beretof01-e used, tending much to the
disquiet or numbers of their constituents.
To these· instructions, and in acknowledgment of the election,
Fenton replied: To the Freeholders or the Town or Plymouth.
Gentlemen,
I Return you my hearty Thanks for the Honor you bnve
oonfer'd on me, by chusing me to represent.. you in General Assembly :
I also accept. your Instructions with that pleasure that every Loynl
Subject and good Citizen should feel, f1-om flucb evident ~lurks of good
Sense and Prudence (which I have most tbroughly experienced in your
general Conduct fa·om the first .Moment I knew you to this pa·csent Day)
you mAy tbe1·efore rely on my using the most strenuous Endeavours to
preserve the due Execution of the Laws, the ta·ue Rights and Priviledges
of the People, and of doing every Thing consistent with the Essence
of the Constitution to serve my Country, and tbis Town in particular.
,.
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The election of new members on the sole authority of the gov·
ernor and without the consent and concurrent action of the
assembly renewed an ancient controversy. The governor maintainqd that through the prerogatives of his office he alone should
order the election of members of the assembly and designate the
towns represented. In direct opposition the assembly with equal
logic and increasing spirit contended that the crown appointed
the governor and the council, but the people through their rep·
resentatives were the sole guardians of the bouse or assembly.
For other reasons, and with the approval of the sitting members,
the governor prorogued the assembly from May 6 until June 12.
The assembly having met after the recess promptly and inci·
sively closed the debate by a vote that " the members returned for
Plymouth, Orford, and Lyme should not be admitted to a seat in
this house."
John Fenton was elected a representative to the assembly by
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the voters and freeholders of Plymouth. He was instructed con·
cerning his action in the assembly, and he politely returned thanks
to the voters of Plymouth for the election. The statement inaccurately has been made tha.t ho was expelled. The fact is he
was elected but never admitted to a seat in the house, and thus
abruptly ends the history of the representation of Plymouth in
the royal assembly. The instructions voted at the town meeting
in Plymouth to their representative elect are the expressions and
sentiments of a loyalist of 1'17 5. There is no explanation of their
adoption by the patriots of Plymouth. That this was not a true
expression of the prevailing sentiment of the town is fi.rmly established by the fact that in July of the previous year the town had
sent Abel Webster to the first provincial congress at Exeter, and
that at about the same iime Fenton was elected in another town
inecting the patriots of Plymouth had chosen David Webster a
delegate to tho third provincial congress, which convened at Exeter
April 21, 1'1'15. A few days later Abel Webster was sent to the
same convention of patriots to supply the pi~ of David Webster;
who had returned to Plymouth to assist in the organization of
the militia. It is safe to assume that the town meeting at which
John Fenton was elected was slimly attended, and that by the few
his election was rather an expression of regard than an endorsement of his known sentiments. To many of the voters of Plymouth Fenton was a comparative stranger, but they all knew
and trusted Abel and David Webster. Later events afford ample
proof that the election of Fenton at the time it was effected was
a proceeding of which we find no reasonable explanation. The
conjecture of the reader is as good as mine.
By nature an extremist, and in principle a loyalist, Fenton was
a conspicuous advocate of the cause of the crowtl.. That by bold·
ness of speech and the repeated declarations of his loyalty to his
king he had angered the J)eople of Portsmouth 'is .represented in
a letter of Governor 'Wentworth in December 1'1'14, in which he
says, " The populace threaten to abuse Col. Fenton because he
. ltas to them declared the folly of tlteir conduct .and that he will
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do his duty as a justice in executing the laws." In the same
letter the governor, from the standpoint of a loyalist, proceeds
to compliment his zealous friend. " They will never prevail on
him to retract if all the men in the province attack him. If I
had two hundred such men the castle and all therein would yet
be safe."
During the recess of the assembly to which Fenton bad been
elected, or more definitely, June 7, 1775, he was appointed commandant at Fort William and Mary at Portsmouth and his pay
was increased to £365 per annum. On the 12th of June he
came from the fort to the assembly chamber, conscious of the
dignity of his new command, and when expelled "he gave vent
to his passions and expressed himself very freely as to the measures pursued by the country. This enraged the populace, who
collected to assault him, and be fled to the governor's house for
protection. They brought a field piece mounted and placed it
before the door and threatened to di~harge it if be were not
delivered up." Fenton was chivalrous, and to shield the governor
and his house from harm he delivered himself up. He was sent
a prisoner to the committee of safety at Exeter.
After his election and before the assembly convened Colonel
Fenton addressed an open letter to the people of Grafton County.
The letter was written at Portsmouth. It is worthy of note that
in nearly every mention of Colonel Fenton, from his advent in
New Hampshire in 1773 to his arrest and imprisonment in June,
1775, he is found in Portsmouth. The letter of Colonel Fenton
is preserved in the archives of the State.
PoRTSHOVTif April 26, 1775
To the People of the County of Graf'ton, from a real friend, who sincerely wishes their well-being :
For God's sake pay the closest attention to the sowing and planting
your lands, and do as much of it. as possible, not only for your own
and families' subsistence, hut to supply the wants of your fellow-men
down country ; for you may be assured that every kind of distress, in
the provision way, is coming upon them.
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Let nothing induce you to quit your farming business; mind no reports ; there are enough without you, therefore your diligence in farming
will much more serve your country than coming to assist us. Much
depends on the Back settlements raising plenty of grain.
I am informed, that if the People of the Back settlements take up
nrms, a number of Imlinns & Canadians will fall upon them, but that if
they remain quiet they will not. This I inform of from the love I bear
you and give it you as a sincere faiend should do.
Josx FENTON.

Tho object of tho letter is not ambiguous. In other times it
would be construed as good advice, but in 1775 it was tho advice
of a Tory. It attracted the attention of the provincial congress,
and promptly, May 23, that body sent the following communication to Colonel Fenton: Sir.
A letter with your signature directed to the People of tbe County
of Grntl.on bns been laid before this Congress, the contents of wbicb they
consiclcr ns of some importance at this dny; more particularly the
Information yon give them that" a number of Indians mod Cmnadians
will fall upon them if they should take up arms, but if they remain
quiet, they will not."
We nl'e anxious for the secuaity of our Friends in the }frontier settlements, as well as elsewhere, could we rely upon this it would afford us
the greatest ease and pleasure. This Congress, therefore, express their
desire thnt yon appear as soon as poMible nnd inform them respecting
the grounds of the aforementioned intelligence.

To this communication Colonel Fenton made reply: PoRTBKouru 28" May, 1775
To the P1'0vincinl Congress nt Exeter.
GenUemcn. I, this moment, received your letter of 28ct instant. I
do assure you, Gentlemen, I mentioned the matter respecting the
Indians coming down on our Frontiers in my letter to the People of the
County of Grafton, as a matter of opinion only, nor have I the least
clue or circumstance to guide me in that sentiment. but sincere opinion.
I am Gentlemen your most obedient
& ''ery bblo servant
JonN FENTON

P. S. I wrote that letter to the People of t.he County of Grafton out
of absolute Friendship & Regard to the country.
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The provincial congress, having made a dignified inquiry and
having received a prompt and courteous reply, did not invite a
controversy at that time and in that connection.
The connection of Colonel Fenton with Plymouth and with
Grafton County here ends, but his conduct and his attitude on
public affairs were not overlooked by the provincial congress.
This body proceeded with a system and an apparent deliberation
that allowed of no stay of proceedings until the offender was
removed from the colony. First the provincial congress voted
that "Col. Fenton is not a friend of this country." This was
the opening. Then congress slept a night and the following day
voted all the files and records of the Court of Common Pleas
and the Probate Court of Grafton County be taken from the
custody of Colonel Fenton and be delivered to John IIurd for
safe-keeping. Abel Webster, the delegate from Plymouth, was
one of the committee to execute this vote. Then they voted that
Colonel Fenton be confined in the jail at Exeter and there be
supported like a gentleman. The provincial congress slept again,
and with a new day the congress had new conclusions. The following day, July 1, it was ordered by the congress that Captain
Moulton be instructed to take four men and an officer and send
Colonel Fenton to the headquarters of the New Hampshire forces.
The committee of safety a few weeks later paid Theodore Carlton
of Exeter fourteen pounds and six shillings for boarding Colonel
Fenton. This probably covers the time from June 13 to July 1,
177tS. From the army at Winter llill Colonel Fenton was sent
to Hartford and was there confined when the congress at Philadelphia, in September, 1775, gave him leave to repair on parole
to Great Britain or Ireland. At the time of the arrest of Colonel
Fenton in June, 177tS, his wife, with her children, a son and
two daughters, repaired to Boston, ·and the following year she
obtained permission to sail with her children to any port of
Great Britain.
Arriving in Dublin, Ireland, Colonel Fenton became known
as, and he subscribed himself, Capt. John Fenton. He received

JOHN FENTON.

77

an annual stipend from the public treasury until the Marquis of
Buckingham, then governor of Ireland, appointed him in the
customs of Dublin, which position he held until his death.
He ~isited England in 1784 as a claimant for losses sustained
in America on account of his loyalty to the cro,vn, and while
prosecuting his claim he was " stricken with a palsy." He returned to Dublin and there died in January or February, 1785.
In his schedule of losses he includes thirty and one-fourth acres
on Dunker Hill in Charlestown, highly cultivated, wi~h an excellent house, stable, orchard, and garden. He states that he had
nbont thirty-five tons of bay on the ground in large cocks, ready
to J10use on the day of the battle of Bunker Hill, together with
a large gondola, carts, and horses. All were lost. The above
place wns burned, he says, by General Gage a few days after the
battle, when he was a prisoner. Fifty-six acres in Plymouth,
~cry rich intervale, with excellent new house and barn just fin-.
ished for his residence. On the gro~nd, almost ready for reaping, were eighteen acres of wheat, peas, oats, barley, :ftax, and
hay; also carts, ploughs, oxen, horses, cows, and pigs. Eleven
acres in Plymouth, very rich intervale, adjoining the above, under
:ftax, peas, and grass. Eighteen hundred. acres, being six rights,
but of this five rights, or fifteen hundred acres, had been scld
to Samuel Livermore, Esq., of Holderness. He states that all
the foregoing parcels were acquired by purchase. Three thousand acres by king's grant, lying in Plymouth and in Cockermouth, on 'vhich are many houses and farms. The schedule is
dated Feb. 19, 1784.
It is true that Colonel Fenton lost his hay at the battle of
Dunker Hill. The patriot army had a use for it. It must have
provoked a grim smile with funny wrinkles on the visage of the
British lion when the government paid for the hay used by Colonel
Stark for breastworks. A greater· price could have been paid if
Colonel Fenton had removed his hay the day before the battle.
His wife, Elizabeth (Temple) Fenton, the mother of his children, died in Ireland soon after her arrival there. He was again
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married. Soon after his death his family received from tho
government on account of his losses in America £1210, and each
of his two daughters was granted an annnal stipend of .£30.
His widow Catherine, who was living in Cork, Ireland, 1787,
was the recipient of £40 annually. His only son was an officer
in the army, and in the words of the finding upon the losses of
Colonel Fenton, "the son needed no additional support." In the
papers in the case of Colonel Fenton, preserved in the London
archives, it is stated that he lived genteelly, and such would be
the conclusion from the view we have obtained of the man.
There appear in the records many inferences which arise to the
dignity of fact that in Massachusetts and in New Hampshire
Colonel Fenton left many creditors, and it is pleasing to believe
that if his affairs had not been disarranged by the Revolution
he would have met every obligation. In New Hampshire he
was proscribed by the act of Nov. 19, 1778, but his property
in this State was not confiscated. At first his lands and personal
property in Plymouth were taken in charge by the committee of
safety, and later by the selectmen of the town. It was leased by
them on shares for a few years to Gershom Hobart and Peter
Stearns for the year 1776, to Gershom for the year 1777, and to
Jonathan Robbins until 1781. During these years there appears
to have been only one-half a crop, and that went to the lessee as
his portion. Horses and oxen were found missing, and one of
the good men of the town took a chimney from the dwelling-house
without leave. From the nature of the report of the managers
of the estate, farming did not pay in those days.
In 1781 the committee of safety of the State intervened and
committed the custody of the lands of the Fenton estate in Plymouth to Hon. Charles Johnston and James Woodward of Haverhill In the meantime the attachments of creditors accumulated
and the sheriffs virtually superseded the appointed committee.
The authority of the State was again invoked. An act approved
Feb. 28, 1783, recited in the preamble that a former act relating
to the estates of the absentees prevented the creditors of John
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Fenton from recovering their demands, and the act was repealed
so far as the estate of Fenton was concerned. It was further
enacted that Moses Baker of Campton be appointed an attorney
to defend the estate from mercenary plaintiffs and to protect alike
the honest creditors and the absent defendant.
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VIII.

A

THE REVOLUTION, 1775.

STATEMENT of the causes of the War of the Revolution
and the story of the campaigns, defeats, and triumphs of
the patriot army are subjects of State and national history. The
patriotic record of the town of Plymouth, the many and grievous
sacrifices at home, the valor of the men of Plymouth in war, and
the loyal attitude of the town to the county and the State during
the Revolution more immediately invite attention in the following
chapters.
Plymouth was chartered by a royal governor and in the name
and by the grace of George III. For. a decade the town was subject to laws and political conditions over which the people bad
no control and in which they had no voice except obedience and
submission. From the beginning the frontiers of America were
the universities of freedom. The isolation and the hardship of
their daily lives educated the settlers in the wilderness in freedom
of thought and independence in action, and when discontent and
the spirit of resistance assumed the dignity and stature of war
the hardy men of Plymouth came to the front with matured
opinions and a determined purpose.
It is a slender thread that connects the civil government of a
dependent province with the government of the independent State
of New Hampshire. In the assembly of the 'pro,•ince convened
at Portsmouth it was voted May 28, 1774, u that John Wentworth
of Somersworth, the speaker of the assembly, Samuel Cutts of
Portsmouth, John Giddings of Exeter, Clement March of Greenland, Josiah Bartlett of Kingston, Henry Prescott of New Castle,
and John Pickering of Portsmot!th be a committee of this house
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to correspond with similar committees appointed by the other
colonies." This measure was adopted by a majority of two, and
an effort made at the suggestion of the governor to reconsider failed
by one vote. The governor was irritated by this independent
action, and in the hope that a new election would return members
more in accord with his opinions and policy he proceeded to dissolve the assembly, and subsequently ordered the election of a
new assembly to be convened at Portsmouth May 4, 1775. In the
election which ensued twenty-two of the thirty-four members of
the former bouse were re-elected. The twelve new members included John Langdon of Portsmouth, Otis Baker of Dover, John
Hale of Hollis, Isaac Wyman of Keene, Samuel Hunt of Charlestown, and others equally zealous of the rights of the people. In
this proceeding the governor weakened rather than strengthened
his influence over the assembly.
In tho election nnd brief procoodings of this assembly the town
of Plymouth in the election of J obn Fenton became involved.
As represented in a former chapter, Fenton was refused admission to the house, and the town of Plymouth was never represented
in the assembly of the province. In the meantime the committee
of correspondence, chosen May 28, 1774, became the connecting
link between a colonial government under the crown and a state
government foltnded and controlled by the people. This committee called a convention of delegates to be chosen by the people
and to assemble at Exeter July 24, 1774. This convention of
freemen was the first of five conventions known in the annals·
of New Hampshire as the first, second, third, fourth, and fifth
provincial congresses. The fifth congress resolved itself into a.
legislature and adopted the temporary constitution which was
superseded by the constitution of 1783. The pedigree of the·
government of New Hampshire is easily traced. The assembly·
of the province begot a committee of correspondence, the committee begot a provincial congress, and the congress begot a State.
The journals of tho first and of the second provincial congrc8BC8 were not prcscr\'ed. Tho town records of Plpnouth of
VOL.I.-8

•
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over thirty years are lost. For a century it has been supposed
that Plymouth, like many other towns, was not represented in the
first congress. While this opinion has prevailed, a small fragment
of paper has been embalmed in the bottom of an old trunk in the
office of the town clerk and has escaped observation for many
years. This paper preserves the written evidence of a special
town meeting in Plymouth and the election of Abel Webster to
the first congress. On one side of the sheet, about four by five
inches in dim~nsion, is plainly written in the handwriting of
Abel Webster:Having Just Rec'd Advice from the Chareman or a meeting of the
members of the Late house of Representatives Desireing This Town to
chuso a suteable person to Represent them at a meeting to be held at
Exeter 21 Instant, 10 Clock forenoon for tho choice of Delicatcs for the
General Congress to be held the first Day of September next at Philadelphia, it is therefore Desired that the Inhabitance of the Town would
meet at the meeting (house] in this town at four o'Clock this afternoon
for the above purposes.
Plymouth July 19th
}
10 Clook, forenoon, 1774-

On the reverse side of this interesting paper is a record of the

most historic meeting assembled in Plymouth : July the l(ltla 1774.

At a Special Town Meeting helcl at Plymouth by the
freeholders and inhabitance thereof fot• the Choice of' Some pel"son to
Represent Said town in a General meeting at Exetct· the 21 Day of July
Instant.
Voted Thomas Lucas moderator.
Voted to send one person to attend said meeting.
Voted Abel Webster goo to Represent said town in the general meetlug at Exeter.

In the margin upon this side of the paper is the record of the
money raised by subscription, in the same handwriting, to pay
the expenses of the delegate to Exeter expressed in sterling money.

•
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John Fenton Eaq
Doctor Right
Col. Hobart
D~ Webster
John Webber
Thomas Lucas
Samuel Emerson

o-6-0

0-6-0
0-6-0
0-6-0
0-1-2
0-2-5
0-6-0

WiJiiam Simpson Esq
James Hobart
George Hull
Maj. Webster
Thomas Lucas
Doc'" Emerson
Town Money

0-6-0
0-8-0
0-3-0
0-6-0
0-3-5
0-1-0
0-8-4.

In the estimation of the people of Plymouth this was a patriotic meeting and the beginning of a revolution. In the opinion
of those who remained loyal to the crown the proceedings were
treason flavored with the essence of rebellion. The date and the
proceedings of this meeting are essential in a discovery of the
prevailing sentiment of the town at the dawn of the Revolution. ·
It \Vas held seven months previous to the election of John Fenton
to the assembly of the province. :Meetings of a similar import
subsoqncntly were frequent, but the eJection of John Fenton was
not repented. It was one of the events on the playbill of the
Revolution that was not encored. The election of a representative
to the assembly at Portsmouth in 1775 was not an expression of
loyalty to the crown. All the towns in New Hampshire, receiving permission in the writ of election, were represented in the
snmc assembly.
From what motives or influenced by what considerations the
people of Plymouth passed by the Websters, Colonel Hobart,
Captain Cummings, Francis Worcester, Samuel Emerson, Benjamin Goold, Ebenezer Blodgett, Samuel Dearborn, John Willoughby, Jacob Merrill, and others, whom they delighted to honor,
ancl eJected John Fenton, a newcomer and a pronounced Tory,
was left unsolved in a former chapter and still remains an unexI,htined mystery.
The first provincial congress to which Abel Webster had been
elected convened at Exeter July 21, 1774. This body chose John
Sullivan and Nathaniel Folsom delegates to the general congress
of the colonies, nnd instructed the members of the congress at
Exeter to Tccommend to their respective towns to take into con-
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sideration the distressed condition of the town of Boston. The
names of sixty-four of the eighty delegates collected through
correspondence with town clerks are found in the Stato Manunl
for 1897; to which is now added the name of the delegate from
Plymouth. In October, 177 4, the Continental Congress at Philadelphia adopted a lengthy declaration which became known as
the "Association." It was in the nature of a pledge to abstain,
as individuals and communities, from imports and exports and
the use or consumption of any goods imported from England.
The document is found in State Papers, Vol. VII, p. 426. The
pledge was sent for approval and adoption to the several towns
in the American colonies represented at Philadelphia. At a
special town meeting assembled at the meeting-house in Plymouth
Jan. 16, 1775, it was voted to adjourn to the house of Moses Dow,
and Francis Worcester, David Hobart, Abel Webster, David
Webster, Benjamin Goold, Moses Dow, and Samuel Emerson
were chosen " to see that the Association be faithfully observed
as agreed upon by the Continental Congress." "That we will
cheerfully and strictly adhere to and comply with every article
recommended to us by the grand Continental Congress, particu·
larly the association, as the rule of our conduct and behavior in
order for the redress of our present grievances imposed upon us
by the British parliament until they shall be removed."
At the same meeting Abel Webster was cho~n a delegate to the
second provincial congress at Exeter.
The second provincial congress, composed of one hundred and
forty-four delegates, convened at Exeter Jan. 25, 177 5. The
session was brief, and from the files of the New Hampshire
Gazette it is learned that John Sullivan and John Langdon were
appointed delegates to the Continental Congress, that a committee
was chosen to call another congress, and that an address to the
people was adopted.
The proceedings of the third provincial congress indicate the
increasing solidity of public sentiment and the near approach of
war. This body, elected on a modified plan of representation, was
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composed of over one hundred delegates, and convened at Exeter
April 21, 1775. This was after the election of John Fenton and
previous to the meeting of the colonial assembly. In this congress David Webster was a delegate from Plymouth. The intelligence from Lexington and Concord and the discordant notes of
war called many of the delegates to their homes to hasten preparation for the grim struggle now at hand. David Webster
returned to Plymouth to mature tho military organization of the
town. '!'he congress was in recess three days, and when the body
reassembled April 25, Abel Webster appears as a delegate from
Plymouth. The session was brief, and in the proceedings the
town of Plymouth, except as a part df the colony, was not involved. There is no record of adjournment, but the journal ends
with the record of the proceedings of May 2.
In the warrant for a meeting to elect a delegate to the fourth
provincial congress there was an article " to choose a committee
of safety and correspondence in order to keep up and preserve in
this day of difficulty connection and the strictest harmony between
this and the other towns in this province and the other colonies
as well as consult the best method for our own immediate safety."
Having chosen Abel Webster a delegate, the town proceeded to
tbc choice of a committee of safety. The men chosen were
Samuel Emerson, Thomas Lucas, James Harvel, Benjamin Goold,
David Hobart, Jotham Cummings, David Webster, John Willoughby, and Elisha Bean. This meeting was held May 8, 1775.
In the proceedings of the fourth provincial congress, which
convened May 17, 1775, and was dissolved Nov. 15, 1775, there
are several votes which directed the men, controlled the events,
ftnd are an essential feature in the history of Plymouth. Abel
Webster was an active and useful delegate, representing the towns
of Plymouth, Campton, and Rumney. The congress was in
recess from July 7 to August 22, and when it reassembled Moses
Dow, also of Plymouth, appears as a delegate from Pl~outh
nncl Rnmney. Abel Webster, however, retained his seat in the
congress, attending eighteen days before the recess and fifty-nine

86

HISTOBY Oll' PLYMOUTH.

days during the entire 8688ion. Mr. Dow was in attendance
eleven days.
In May the fourth congress voted to raise three regiments containing two .thousand men. These are the regiments, commanded
by Colonels Stark, Reed, and Poor, which participated in the
siege of Boston and in which there were five men from Plymouth.
The congress also determined to raise a company not exceeding
sixty men for the defence of the northwestern part of the State.
In July it was ordered that two companies be raised and equipped,
to be commanded by Capt. John Parker and Capt. James Osgood.
Other companies were ordered and sent to the field in the year
1775, but they contained no men from this town and do not
demand mention in a history of Plymouth.
The proceedings of the fourth provincial congress is the most
instructive and interesting chapter in the Revolutionary history
of New Hampshire. The ~elegates adopted very many recommendations but issued few commands. It wls not a law-making
body, and it hesitated in assuming legislative functions. The
delegates were fully employed as ministers of war, finding little
leisure for the discussion of codes and constitutions. So far as
they were not in conflict with the changed conditions, the existing
laws of the province were accepted, and every statute which barred
their free acts in a preparation for war were silently ignored.
The organization of the fifteen geographical regiments, as they
were constituted during the administration of Gov. John Wontworth, was accepted without thanks or comment. Attention was
then directed to the field officers who were still holding commissions issued by Governor Wentworth.
The congress appointed Col. Stephen Evans and Col. Jonathan
Chase to fill vacancies in the second and thirteenth regiments.
Cola. Jonathan Moulton, Joseph Badger, and Matthew Thornton, who were holding commissions issued by Governor Wentworth, were approved and continued in command. In the fifth
regiment Col. Josiah Bartlett, who had recently been removed
by Governor Wentworth, was restored to his former position, and
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new appointments were made in the remaining regiments. In
the course of these proceedings the eighth regiment, including Londonderry, and the sixth regiment, including Keene, were divided,
increasing the number to seventeen. Two years later the eighteenth
regiment was organized and John McClary appointed colonel.
While these proceedings were under consideration, and before
the officers were appointed, Abel Webster, the delegate from
Plymouth, in June, 177 5, forwarded a letter from Exeter to
Plymouth. The original, in the clear handwriting of the writer,
is in the office of the town clerk.
To tho Selectmen of tho Town of Plymouth.
Gentlemen.
As your Representative in Provential Congress I am to
Acquaint yon that by order of Congress it is Recommended & Desired
that your said Town of Plymouth Meet & choose a Sutable person or
Agent to meet with the several Agents of tho acljoyning Towns which
meeting of said Agents I appoint to be held at the Court House in said
Plymouth on Friday the 23d Instant one o'clock afternoon then and there
when meet to appoint & choose sutable persons to Serve as Field officers
in the Regiment of Militia Consisting of those Towns Thus Represented
by an ngent. ·Which said appointment of Officers if approved by said
Congt·css to be by them Commissioned Accordingly
ABEL WEBSTER

Portsmouth June
17'h A.D. 1775

This meeting in the newly erected courthouse, called by Abel
Webster at the suggestion of the provincial congress, and attended
by tho sturdy pioneers of the settlements and of the Revolution,
can be seen only in imagination, and the voices of the patriots
on that occasion are lost in the fading echoes of the past.
Doubtless meetings were attended then as they are now. Those
who come the greater distance are the first to arrive. In the
absence of a record of the meeting it is pleasing to assume that
Thomas Crawford of New Chester and Matthew Thornton of
Thornton, coming from opposite directions, were the earliest
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arrivals. They came on horseback, and after noting that the
door of the courthouse remained unopened, they repaired to the
inn for better acquaintance and an interchange of hospitality.
Perhaps from Cockermouth came Ebenezer Melvin. He had been
a valiant soldier in the French War and, before he removed to
the wildemess, he had been an officer in the militia. He was a
dignified man, and people listened whenever he was talking and
always saluted him as Captain Melvin. If all the towns send
delegates as competent and patriotic as Crawford and Melvin, the
selection of officers of the eleventh regiment will be happy and
fortuitous.
•
The next arrival is Alexander Craig, tall, athletic, and vivacious, a man of ability and peaceable with all men who entertained
the same opinions. The stirrup cup he drank at the doorsill
when leaving his home in Rumney gives an increasing expression
of exhaustion. On military principles he procures reinforcement. On this occasion he should have come to Plymouth on
a steed caparisoned with the trappings of war, for to-day he is to
be nominated for a major of the regiment. Unconscious of the
fortunes awaiting him, he came to the meeting mounted on a
brood mare with a colt by her side. Honors sometimes approach
men unawares.
Now come acro88 the river good men from Holderness. Samuel
Shepard, generally vivacious and courteous, to-day is so serious
and thoughtful that we passed him without recognition. Some
one has told him that posaibly he may be nominated for the other
major of the regiment, and he appreciates the dangers of the
future. With him come William Cox and Nathaniel Thompson,
his neighbors and friends, to make certain that the election docs
not miscarry.
No one yet from Campton- Campton the near neighbor and
the constant friend of Plymouth W Where now are the fathers of
the blushing boys from beyond Beech Hill who delight in their
attentions to the growing and winsome damsels of Plymouth W
Ab, here they come. . Not one alone, but three or four or five,
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riding like mad. Such a clatter of hoof and such clouds of dust,
we fail to count them. AB they draw near the courthouse they
cheer for Hobart and for Webster, and the gratified men of
Plymouth hold out the warm hands of recognition. Now all
repair to the courthouse, and while the selected agents are nominating Col. David Hobart, Lieut.-CoL David Webster, Maj. Alex·
ander Craig, and Maj. Samuel Shepard the people outside are
discussing the recent battle of Bunker Hill, and laughing because
Col. John Stark used Fenton's hay for breastworks.
The mooting being over and Plymouth having returned to a
normnl hnbit, it would have been a gracious act if Deacon John
Willoughby had waited upon his neighbor Colonel Hobart with
a tender of congratulations. Perhaps he did so, and on the
occasion said, "Did you notice, colonel, that in our meeting yes·
terday, Alexandria, one of the towns in your regiment, was not
represented¥" And possibly Colonel Hobart replied, "Well,
well, deacon, until you mentioned it I had not thought of it."
The field officers of nearly all the regiments were appointed
by the provincial congress Aug. 24, 1775, when David Hobart
was commissioned colonel and David Webster lieutenant-colonel
of the eleventh regiment, comprising the towns of Plymouth,
lloldcrncss, Campton, Thornton, Rumney, Cockermouth, Alexandrin, and New Chester. For some unknown reason the majors
were not appointed until November 8, when Samuel Shepard of
Holderness was selected first major and Alexander Craig of
Rumney second major.
In a study of the war rolls and other papers of the Revolution
we should discriminate between a colonel of a geographical regiment and a colonel commanding a regiment in active service. The
colonels of the geographical regiments received and executed the
orders for raising men and regulating the companies or militia
in their respective regiments and performed many duties which
in later times have devolved on provost marshals. At the same
time they were colonels of organized regiments, and when several
compnnics from the territory of a regiment were called at one
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time into active service the colonel sometimes assumed command
in the field. In 1778 William Whipple, under a superior commission, commanded a brigade in active service and remained a
colonel of a geographical regiment, and David Hobart was the
colonel of a geographical regiment until 1779, and also commanded in 1777 a regiment in active service in the field.
On the first of September, 1775, the provincial congress ordered
that four regiments of minutemen be enlisted out of the existing
geographical regiments of militia. It was a proposed organization within an organization; by which a part of the militia was held
in readiness for any emergency. The field officers were appointed,
• tpld Benjamin Goold of Plymouth was appointed a major of the
third regiment, of which Timothy Walker of Concord was the
colonel
Addressing his letter to the two delegates in the convention
resident of Plymouth, Benjamin Goold wrote the following letter
declining the appointment, whereupon Joseph Spencer, probably
of Charlestown, was appointed. The letter is preserved in the
State archives: Messrs. Webster & Dow.
This may certify, that whereas you have informed
me that I was appointed by Congress a Major in Coli. Walkel"s Regiment or militia men I am much obliged to Congreaa for their notice of
me In this Respect. But for weighty Reasons I must decline serving
my Country in that ofllce, tho. I am always ready, on nil occasions,
cheerfully to exert my utmost abilities in the service of my Country, &
to defend our Liberties & privileges. Therefore you may proceed to a
new nomination.
I am Gen!! your friend &. Servant
B&ICJ. GOOLD

To Mesal'" Abel Webster & Moses Dow.
Plymouth October 27, 1775.
The first residents of Plymouth to enlist in the Revolution
were Nahum Powers and William Nevins. In their memory and
to their honor the fact is here recorded. Both enlisted April 19,
1775, and served in the Hollis company in the Lexington alarm.
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They continued with the Hollis company in Colonel Prescott's
regiment in the Massachusetts forces until the close of the year,
participating in the siege of Boston and sharing the dangers and
the honors of Bunker Hill. :Many of the articles belonging to
the soldiers were laid aside during that memorable battle. William Nevins was subsequently paid one pound and seven shillings
for the loss of a knapsack, a tumpline, and a jacket. Nahum
Powers was paid nineteen shillings and six pence for the loss of
a knapsack, a tumpline, a hat, a jacket, and a bayonet.
Worcester's History of Hollis, a work of unusual accuracy and
merit, claims Powers and Nevins as Hollis men. Nahum Powers 1
was born in Hollis. He was one of the grantees of Plymouth,
and he removed to this town with the .first settlers. He was
annually taxed here until and including 1776. Three children
wero born and his wife died in this town. William Nevins
rcmo,·erl from Hollis to Plymouth before 1770, and here lived
until he died in the service in 1776. His widow and children
were in Plymouth while he was in the army, and after his death
continued to live here.
·
It is probably true that both were temporarily in Hollis when
the Lexington alarm was circulated and that they enlisted in that
town, but they were acknowledged residents and good citizens of
Plymouth. When they were discharged at the close of the year
both returned to their homes in Plymouth, and their subsequent
enlistments from this town will be recorded in the story of the
following years.
Thomas McClure, Joseph Smith, and Joseph Davis served in
Colonel Stark's regiment in 1775. McClure enlisted in April
J This is to certify the Treasury of the Colony of New Hampshire, Tbd
Nahum Powel"!l of Plymouth in the County of Grafton in safd Colony did Inlist himself a Soldier in the Continental Army Jut year [17715] and hu Reenlisted again this year, his Pool Tax to the Colony being two shilling~~ and eight
pence is by a Resolve of the Congre1111 or General Court of this Colony Released
to him
Plymouth 291.. May 17i6
EnJ:NII:7.11!R Br.oDOJtT l Select M~n

JAMES IIARVII:LL

)
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and Davis and Smith in :May. Their names are not found on
the company rolls of the regiment dated Aug. 1, 1775, but they
were volunteers from that regiment to serve in Captain Dearborn's company in the famous Arnold expedition to Canada.
Thomas :McClure came from Merrimack or vicinity to Plymouth,
1768, and died in this town, 1794. Joseph Davis was taxed in
Plymouth 1778 only, and Joseph Smith 1778 and 1774, but on
the roll of the company of Captain Dearborn they are credited
to the town of Plymouth.
On account of the exposure of the locality, the people of Grafton County, during the Revolution, performed a double duty.
They were loyal to the State, promptly responding to every call
for men and means to prosecute the war. At the same time they
· were charged with the defence of the northern frontiers. This
duty was constant and exacting. It was an added burden to the
general sacrifices for American independence.
The provincial congresses were not unmindful of the peril of
the frontiers. They were in continued correspondence with J obn
Hurd of Haverhill, Jacob Dayley of Newbury, Vt., and Jeremiah
Eames of Northumberland, and sitting in their midst were delegates from the frontiers whose wisdom they recognized and whose
advice · they respected. Long live the memory of Abel Webster
and Moses Dow of Plymouth, John McMurphy of Alexandria,
Samuel Hazelton of Cockermouth, Israel Morey and N athauiel
Rogers of Orford, John Wheelock of Hanover, Nehemiah Estabrook of Lebanon, Ephraim Wesson of Haverhill, Richard Young
of P.iermont, Nathaniel Hovey of Landaff, delegates from the
frontiers! They joined with their associates in raising an army
for their country first and for their homes, if men were left to
defend them. Zealous for the cause of independence, loyal to
New Hampshire, and anxious for the security of their bomes,
their attitude arose to the dignity of statesmanship crowned with
sacrifice and heroism.
The invasion of Canada by the American army in 177 5 held
the enemy on the defensive at their several posts, and the antici-
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paood incursions by detachments of the English army augmented
by Indians and Tories were temporarily averted.
In :May of this year the provincial congress ordered " that a
company not exceeding sixty men in the northwesterly parts of
the colony be forthwith enlisted to be ready to act as occasion may
· require." Eight days later orders were made for raising a second
company for the defence of the frontiers. It is clearly expressed
in the records that these companies were originally proposed for
scouting and detached service on the northern frontiers. But in
conformity with an enlargement of the policy of the administra·
tion, they were joined to Colonel Bedel's regiment and partici·
pated in an invasion of Canada. It was understood from the
beginning that the first company raised for this service should
be enlisted from towns in Grafton County. In this connection
the following communication, addressed to the provincial congress,
is spirited and self explanatory: GcntlcmenWhereBS it hath been Represented to ns by M• Abel Webater member
of the Colony Congress for the Town of Plymouth in the County of
Grnfton, That your Honours propos'd & ordered one Company of Foot
to be Ilnlsed in the County of Grnl'ton, for the Defence of the Country
one hnlf of said Company to be raised in the Towns Scituate on Concctlcut River & the other half on tho Towns Scituate on Pemegiwasitte
River, and that the Orders for Raising said Company was dclh·ered to
Israel !Iorey Esq' of Orford to be by him communicated to said Webater
& by them to be proportioned upon each River, Yet Nevertheless as we
Understand the said Israel Morey Esq' keeps the said orders to himself
or from this part of the County in order to raise the whole of said Company on Connecticutt River as be bas bad no connection or advice with
said Webster or any other person in this part of the County concerning the
same We therefore the agents of tho se,·ernl Towns hereafter MenUoned
beg Leave to remonstrate to your Honours against the proceeding of
BRitt Esq' Morey, conceiving that by his thus proceeding he has not
only thwarted the order and advice of Congress or said ComlDittee of
SnRy but also put this part of the County under a very Uneaquel
footing with the other part in bearing the pnblick charge in not having
the Prcvilcdge In raising onr proportion of Men, We therefore desire
thRt Your Honours woulll Interpose in said affair by pointing out to
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the Path of Justice & Generosity by ordering him

to Give up the ordera to this part of the County to raise half of said
Compauy or oth~rwlse as your Honora think proper
Plymouth 28 June 1775
For Plymouth Sam• Emeraon
Rumney Jonathan hall
For N. Holderness Sam• Sheperd
}l'or N. Chest' Carr Huse
Thornton F..zekiel Eliot
Cockeramouth Ebeuezar Kendall
For Alexandrae Jonath• Cauleys
Campton Gerabom Burbanks

Confident of obtaining satisfaction in the premises, and that
in response to the ponderous document of the committees for the
towns the congress would reveal " to the said Esq. 'Morey the path
of justice," on the same day three of the field officers of the
eleventh regiment petitioned for the appointment of a recruiting
officer.
To the Committee of Safety appointed by the Colony of new Hampshire or the Congress of said Colony -Gentlemen, whereas we are
Informed the HouourRble CongrC88 appointed that .there should be o. Company of men Raised in this County for the Safety of tho Frontier Towns
and that part of said Company is to be Raised out of this Regiment, we
would recommend Cap• Matthew Thornton as a Man Shutable, wo Think,
to Inliat said Company and a man that we Can Depend upon in the
graitest Troble or Destreas which if your Honours Thought pt·opct· to
give him ordera for so Dowing we Think that ho Could Rnisc n Coanpnny
in a Short Time and it would give SatLysfactiou to tho new Towns hcure,
and oblidge your Hum'* Serts.
Plymouth June 28 1776
DAVID HOBART
DAVID WEBSTER
SAHL SHEPERD.

From a standpoint of 1775 Capt. Matthew Thornton was
entitled to the commendation expressed in this letter, and there
is no sinister meaning in the spelling of" suitable." At this time
he was a delegate from Thornton and well known to the gentle-
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men to whom the letter was addressed. Captain Thornton was
appointed to recruit the company and, as predicted in the letter,
forty-three men were soon enrolled. In the meantime James
Osgood, who had been selected for a captain of the company, had
enlisted twenty men, and early in July the company was organized and mustered into the service. The officers were James
Osgood of Conway, captain, Matthew Thornton of Thornton,
first lieutenant, and J otham Cummings of Plymouth, second lieutenant. The men from Plymouth in this company were William
Greenough, drummer, Silas Brown, Samuel Drew, Hugh Ramsay, Zebadiah Richardson, Samuel Wallace, and James Whiting.
In his return of the men enlisted, Matthew Thornton records
Zebadinh Richardson a resident of New Chester. Beginning
1773, Zebadiah Richardson lived in Plymouth many years. In
the same return Samuel Wallace and James Whiting are recorded
of Plymouth. They were never taxed in this town, and their
names nrc included solely on the authority of Thornton's return.
Joining the regiment commanded by Colonel Bedel, they marched
to Haverhill, acr088 Vermont to Lake Champlain, and thence to
St. Johns. The company participated in the investment and
capitulation of St. Johns and, after a service of unusual severity,
the men were discharged late in December. For an account of
this campaign the render is referred to an excellent article by
Edgar Aldrich in Volume III, Proceedings of the New Hampshire
Historical Society.
Connected with the invasion of Canada in 1775, and an officer
in Colonel Bedel's regiment, was Noah Phillips of Plymouth.
His name is not found on any existing roll. He died near the
close of the campaign. He was one of the brave men of the Revolution, drawn from mortal sight into the devouring maelstrom of
war, leaving no tidings of his fate, and committing to later generations the story of his service and the record of his death.
The following testimony of his service is found in the Bedel
papers in the custody of the New Hampshire Historical Society.
It is dated during the siege of St. Johns.
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ST. JouMI October 12tk 1776

Rec4

of Colo Timothy Redel Two Hundred Pounds One Shilling nml
Nine Pence Lawful Money for the use of the Men under my Commnud
wWch I Promise to be accountable tor as witneaa my hand £200-1-9
No.A.U

PaiLUPS

In December, 1775, the army at Winter Hill, near Boston,
was reinforced by thirty-one companies of six weeks' men from
New Hampshire. In the company of Capt. Noah Worcester of
Hollis was Samuel Ambrose, who came from Hollis to Plymouth
in 1778, and was continuously taxed in this town, 1774-82.
Subsequently he was a Baptist preacher, residing in Sutton.
The fourth provincial congress directed that " an exact account
of all the inhabitants of the colony be taken," and instructed tho
selectmen of towns to return tho census. The enumeration for
Plymouth was made in October as follows: Males under sixteen years ot age
Males from sixteen years of age to fttty not in the army
All males above fifty years ot age
Persons gone in the army
All femal\!s
Negroes and Slaves for Life

98
88
15
8
178
5
882

The increase over the census of 1778 was thirty-seven. The
eight men in the army without doubt were the eight men who
enlisted at Plymouth and were outfitted by the town. The otlter
residents of Plymouth in the army enlisted from other places and
are not included in the return.
In a search for the fifteen venerable fathers of Plymouth over
fifty years of age are found Gershom Fletcher, 78, Benjamin
Dearborn, 62, Gershom Hobart, 58, Stephen Webster, 57, Amos
Phillips, 56, Josiah Brown, 55, Ebenezer Blodgett, 55, Jonas
Ward, 55, Onesipherus :Marsh, 55, Rev. Nathan Ward, 54,
Francis Worcester, 5-i, David Hobart, 53, Joseph Wheeler,
George Hull, and Ebenezer Hartshorn. The age of the last three
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is not known, but each was more than fifty. Dr. John Drown
had removed from Plymouth a few months before the census was
taken.
On' the first day of November, 1775, it was ordered by the
provincial congress that precepts be forwarded to the towns calling for the election of delegates for the term of one year, to constitute the fifth provincial congress to be convened at Exeter
Dec. 21, 1775. As n pnrt of this proceeding a new plan of representation was a<loptcd, by which Grafton County was allowed to
elect six of the eighty-nine delegates to be chosen. The towns
'of Plymouth, Cockermouth, New Chester, and Alexandria were
classed nnd permitted to send one delegate. The election of a
delegate representing the four towns was consummated at the
courthouse in Plymouth on the twelfth day of December. In the
absence of the records of Plymouth, the date of the election is
found in the following remonstrance. The signers are Plymouth
men.
PLYIIOUTB

18'" Dec• 1776.

To the Honorable Congress of the Colony of New Hampshirellny it plense your Honors'Ve your bumble petitionct'S beg lea,•e to lay before yon our Remonatrnn<.:es against the proceedings at a. Meeting of Number of the Inhabitants of this Town together with a few from the '!'owns of New Cheater
Cockcrmouth and Alcxan<lrifl, held a.t the Court-House in Plimoutb, the
12'" of this Instant in order to ma.kc choice of a delegate to represent
said Towns in Provincial Congress.
We beg leave to inform your Honors, that the Inhabitants of the Town
of Alexandria by renson of the distance of Way and Difficulty of Traveling at tbls time of the Year convened and chose Men and sent them to
Plimouth to act in behalf of the Town ; but they were suft"ered to act in
no other Capacity than as Individuals, by which means they were de·
pri vcd of a Share in the Choice of a Representative. Also that a. party
Sphit bas much preniled in tbis Town of late which we are very sorry
for- And we think sundry People have been influenced thereby -And
thnt the Gentlemnn lately elected was chosen by a party. And we think
Things have not been fAirly conducted.
'Vo are dissatisfied with the above proceedings, therefore beg of yonr
VOL.I.-7
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Honora to condescend 10 far aa to grant a Warrant for another Meeting
or pennit anoLber Choice to be made In anch a .Manner aa that the whole
may have a Voice in aaid Election.
David W ebater
Silaa Brown
Sam1 Dearborn
Ed ward Evans
Onealpheroue Marsh
Benjamin Wells

Stephen Webster J un'
Jacob Marsh
Samuel Marsh
Benjamin Dearborn
Peter Emerson
Winthrop Wella

John Webber
Jonaa Ward
Amos Fisk
Pa&ul Welle
Josiah Brown
Joseph Read

·At the same time twenty-seven men of Alexandria preferred
a remonstrance reciting that two selectmen attended the election
for the .purpose of voting for all the voters of that town, " And
the Modretar Refused to Let them cerrey in Votes for the Legal
Voters of sd Toun Without evir Puting it to Vot to Se Whither
the Rist of the towns Wood consent of it."
These remonstrances were considered by the congress, and the
following entries were made in the journal: The Petition of the Inhabitants or Alexandria &C against the election
or .Mr. Samuel Emeraon as a member of this Congress being read &
considered,
Voted, That the said Samuel Emerson was duly Elected and that he
Take hie seat In this House accordingly.

In this election of Samuel Emerson to the fifth provincial congreBB the Webster party of Plymouth for the first time was
defeated and Abel Webster was suddenly retired from public service. In future years the defeated party was compensated with
many victories and its leaders rewarded with increasing honors.
In cordially congratulating Samuel Emerson upon the earlieat
of his many substantial preferments, we feel an instant regret
in the absence of Abel Webster from the arena of public affairs.
He had been a faithful servant of the people and a consistent
advocate of the cause of independence, and while the journals
of the congresses are abbreviated, they afford ample evidence of
the dignity and ability of the delegate from Plymouth in an
eventful and exacting period of the history of New Hampshire.
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THE REVOLUTION, 1776.

T was scarce twelve years since Plymouth was an unbroken
forest. The growth of the colony on the Pemigewasset had
been' constant and substantial. In 1776 there were four hundred
men, women, and children dwelling in the township. The homes
of brave men were grouped in the fertile intervale& and scattered
among the clearings on the hillsides. In the annals of New
Hampshire it will be difficult to discover a settlement so young
in years and so few in numbers containing men of equal intelligence and courage. Here were the homes of Francis Worcester,
Abel, Stephen, and David Webster, Moses Dow, David Hobart,
Benjamin Goold, Samuel Emerson, Ebenezer and James Blodgett,
Benjamin and Samuel Dearborn, J otham Cummings, 3'oeiah
Brown, Jacob Merrill, Winthrop Wells, Zachariah Parker, Elisha
Bean, William Nevins, Thomas Lucas, James Harvell, James
Hobart, Samuel Marsh, John Willoughby, and other brave men
who loyally supported every civil order and war measure of the
new government of New Hampshire. Captains in war and counsellors in town meetings, these fearless and sagacious leaders added
dignity to the zeal of the growing settlement. The fifth provincial congress, which convened in December, 1775, resolved itself
into a house of representatives, and on the :fifth day of January
adopted a temporary constitution. By the terms of ·this instrument a distinct and co-ordinate branch of the legislature was
created, which, following the usage of the colony, was called the
council. In later times this body bas been styled the senate.
Grafton County was permitted to elect one of the twelve councillors. During tho Revolution and the period of the temporary
constitution tltere was no governor. The council and the house,
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or the committee of safety, during recesses of the legislature
exercised executive functions. For the political year 1776 tho
councillors were elected by the house of representatives, and in
subsequent years by the people. In an election of the first council
John Hurd of Haverhill was selected for Grafton County. As
stated in the preceding chapter, the fourth provincial congress
adopted a plan of representation for the succeeding congress which
became a legislature, by which all the smaller towns of the colony
and all the towns of Grafton County were classed, and each class
entitled to one representative. There were six classes in Grafton
County,1 and five were represented in 1776. The towns in the
Hanover and Lebanon class refused to send a representative. This
refusal to send a representative from one of the classes is a first
open expression of dissatisfaction with the government at Exeter,
which, during the Revolution, found repeated expression in the
towns near the Connecticut River. Several conventions were
assembled and resolutions of severe criticism were adopted. This
rebellion within a revolution, logically advanced and in a measure
justifiable, is a proper subject for an important chapter in the
history of Grafton County. In the assembly of the malcontents
Plymouth was not represented, and in the Vermont controversy
this town was not inYolved. In any trial for such offences the
men of Plymouth, in the story of loyal service, set up an alibi.
The provincial congresses attempted to reorganize the military arm
of the government, but paid little attention to civil affairs. The
appointments made and commissions issued by Governor Wentwortb were void, civil offices were vacated, and the courts were
1 For the purpoee of repreeentation the thirty-four towna of Grafton County
were divided into aix clauea, u followa : 1. Plymouth, Cookermouth, New Cheater, and Alexandria.
2. Hauot'er, Lebanon, Relhan, Canaan, Cardigan, and Grafton.
8. Haverhill, Bath, Lyman, Gunthwait, Landaft, and Morristown.
4. Rumney, Holdemeu, Campton, and Thornton.
6. Orford, Lyme, Piermont, Dorcbeeter, Wentworth, and Warren.
G. Lancaater, Apthorp, Northumberland, Stratford, Cockburn, Colburn,
Conway, Shelburne, and other towna above.
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closed. Only a commendable temper and beh~vior preserved an
orderly conduct of the people.
In January, 1776, the legislature effected a reorganization of
State and county administration, and in Grafton County the fol·
lowing appoinbnents were made:Chief Justice oftbe Court of Common Pleas-John Hurd or Haverbill. Justices-Elisha Payne of Lebanon, Bezaleel Woodward of Han·
over nnd Samuel Emerson or Plymouth.
Judge or Probate- Israel Morey of Orford
Register of Probate- Elisha Payne of Lebanon
Sheriff- Jotham Cummings or Plymouth.
County Treasurer- John Hurd of Haverhill
Recorder of Deeds -John Hurd or Haverhill
Coroner- Francis Worcester or Plymouth
John Hurd of Haverhill, Samuel Emerson of Plymouth, and
Daniel Brainerd of Rumney were designated to administer the
oaths to the county officers and to transfer to them the county
records.
Comparing the new roster with tho appointments made by
Governor Wentworth in 1773, the three appointments of John
Hurd and the appointment of Bezaleel Woodward were reappointments. David Hobart, being engaged in military duties, and Asa
Porter, living on" Tory road," were succeeded as judges by Samuel
Emerson and Elisha Payne. Jonathan M. Sewall, the Register of
Probate, did not become a permanent resident of the county, and
was succeeded by Elisha Payne. Col. John Fenton, for obvious
reasons, bad vacated the office of Judge of Probate, and Israel
Morey was appointed. William Simpson, the sheriff, for reasons
not now discernible, was succeeded by J otham Cummings. To
these appointments was added that of Samuel Emerson, the first
Justice of the Peace under the new government.
The second year of the war was eventful. The last hope of an
amicable adjustment of difficulties with the mother country had
expired. The early hesitating measures of resistance and defence
on the part of the colonies now assume the gravity and dignity of
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war. The British government no longer oppresses a dependent,
but engages in grim war with a nation.
In January the house of representatives directed the receivergeneral to purchase nrearms for the use of New Hampshire, and
directed that each musket purchased should be tested in the presence of the receiver-general" with four Inches & a half of Powder
well wadded at the owners own Risque." The legislature assumed
the risk of the receiver-general. At the same time it was ordered
" that there be appointed one Good man well approved in each
County to receive any D.re arms so made in said County." Samuel
Emerson was the good man well approved to receive the nrearms
in Grafton County.
On account of the exposure of their situation, and in anticipation of other deinands upon the frontiers, it is not probable that
Grafton County furnished many, or that Plymouth furnished any,
men to recruit the three continental regiments in the neld.
Being advised to such proceeding by letters from General Washington, the house of representatives voted, January 20, " to raise
one Regiment of Soldiers Forthwith to Consist of Eight Companies," and it was further ordered that the regiment shall be
raised for the northern army commanded by General Schuyler in
Canada and shall serve until the nrst of next January unless
sooner discharged. The regiment was hastily raised and equipped,
and Col. Timothy Bedel was appointed to the oommand. The
story of the forced march of this regiment into Canada, the valor
and misfortunes of the men, the surrender of a detachment at the
Cedars, and a broken army retreating from Canada is a sad but
interesting chapter in the annals of New Hampshire.
In the company of this regiment, commanded by Capt. Edward
Everett of Rumney, were sixteen Plymouth men. They enlisted
in January and February and were in the service very nearly one
year. In this oompany Amos Webster, a younger brother of Col.
David Webster, was an ensign, and Paul Wells and William Tarl·
ton were sergeants. The other men from Plymouth were Edward
Evans, Nathaniel Webster, Ebenezer Blodgett, Thomas Lucas,
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Ezekiel Keyes, Stephen Keyes, David Nevins, David Nevins, Jr.,
Nehemiah Snow, Nahum Powers, James Dames, Joseph Hobart,
and Jeremiah Blodgett. John Calef of this town was in Captain
Young's company. Samuel Wallace, whose residence at this time is
uncertain, was in Captain Wilkins' company, and Starling Heath,
who served in Captain Everett's company, at this time was a resident of New Chester. In this arduous campaign occurred the loes
of the second and the third Plymouth men who died in the service.
At the time of the retreat from Canada, at or near Ticonderoga,
Ebenezer Blodgett and Jeremiah Dlodgett died of camp fever.
They were brothers, and sons of Jeremiah Dlodgett of Hudso~
They came to Plymouth several years before the war, and both
were married in this town. For some reason the name of Jeremiah Blodgett is not found on the roll of the company, but there
is unmistakable evidence that the two brothers enlisted and served
in the army together, and that both died about the same time. The
father, receiving intelligence of their sickness, hastened from Hudson to Ticonderoga, and was there apprised of their death. IJ:e
bore the contagion of camp fever to his home, and another member
of his family sickened and died.
The misfortune of the army in Canada, and the retreat before
a pursuing and well-armed foe, cast a gloom over New Hampshire.
On the frontiers there were forebodings approaching a panic.
These fears were not groundless. From nearly every town on the
Connecticut River and the northern frontier the government received petitions for arms and military supplies. In the archives
of the State is preserved a petition preferred at this tiJJle by the
selectmen of Plymouth. They had brave men to defend them,
trusted captains to lead them, and a beloved and devout pastor to
pray with them. The petition is instructive. They had the remaining essentials, and all they requested was a good supply of
guns and powder and lead.
The petition or OS the Subscribers humbly sheweth :
That the Inhabitants of the Town of Plymouth in said Colony upon
receiving intelligence from Haverhill & Newbury or Coos, that our army
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in Canada baa been obliged to Retreat to St. Johns & that the Inhabitants on Onion River had moved off on that account, and if our Army
should be obliged to make a further Retreat it must leave the settlements
on Connecticut River and the FJ'Ontiers which we have reason to expect
will be infested very eoon with enemy- which as we are the next considerable Inhabitants, aa also t.he adjacent towns must be in a dangerous
scituation, which gives great distress & uneasiness to said Inhabitants
and more especially aa we are deficient. in firearms & almost void of
ammonitlon, and for which deficiency it is at present out of our Power
to extticate ourselves hom, without the assistants and help of the
Colony : we therefore pray your Honours to take our cue into considerat.ion and grant us out of the stock or Sllid Colony for said town or
Plymouth, to be accountable for, one bnndred pounds of Powder, and
about Forty fire-arms & about one hundred weight of lead.
S.A.KOEL EKEBBOK }
EBENEZER BLODGET

Select Men.

J.A.KES HARVELL

About the same time the selectmen of Walpole wrote the government at Exeter, " The alarming News from our N ortbern
Army excites in us Ideas big with concern. We behold our
Wives and our more helpless Offspring an easy Prey to Savages
whose tender mercies are cruelty." They also apply for arms and
ammunition.
The selectmen and committee of safety of Holderness repeat the
rumors that were prevaili1;1g and continue " apperhending ourselves in the greatest danger from tho tt·oops and scouting parties
of Indians that may be sent down to annoy and destroy us; and
being in no capacity for defence do in behalf of tho said town pray
your honours to send us by the bearer hereof, Mr. Samuel Curry,
the necessary powder musquet balls and flints for thirty three able
and effective men, belonging to the said town, who are ready with
their lives and fortunes to assert and maintllin the American
cause."
Other towns on the frontiers, by swift messengers, forwarded
similar communications, and New Hampshire begged of Massachusetts the loan of thirty or forty barrels of gunpowder.
While these petitions were accumulating, and influenced by the
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conditions which prompted them, the government ordered the
enlistment of four companies for the protection of the menaced
frontiers. In the language of the journal, "The Committee of
both houses agree to report, that they advise the raising of two
hundred men to guard the western frontiers and that enlisting
orders be given to persons to raise four companies of fifty men
each. • • • And that they would advise that the raising the men
be attempted on Pemigcwasset river and across the middle of the
colony. . . . 11utt Col. Ashley, Col. Connor, Samuel Emerson,
Esq. and Col. Hurd be recommended to enlist the companies."
The fonr companies were raised, and the rolls are found in the'
printed Revolutionary records: Capt. Thoma_s Simpson of Haverhill, with fifty-two men serving two months; Capt. Samuel Atkinson of Boscawen, with fifty men serving three months; Capt.
Josiah Russell of Plainfield, with fifty-four men serving two
months, and Capt. Jeremiah Eames, with fifty men serving from
July 13 until Oct. 13, 1776.
The men enlisted " on the Pemigewasset " were in the company commanded by Capt. Jeremiah Eames of Northumberland,
whom the committee of safety instructed as follows: To Capt. Jeremiah Eames.
You are hereby authorized to enlist fifty good able
bodied and effective men to se"e as soldiers under you for three months,
unless sooner discharged, as scouting parties to make their head quarters
nt Great Cohoss, not taking more than ten of the inhabitance of Great
Cohoss in the number. And you are to make return as often as you can
couviently of your routes discoveries &c.

Of this company Zachariah Parker of Plymouth was a lieu·
tenant, and the other men from this town were Dr. Abijah Wright,
Smnnel Marsh, James Whiting, David Cunningham, John Willoughby, and Edward Taylor. They had headquarters at Northumberland, erecting Fort Wcnre and guarding in detachments
many miles of frontier. One Jacob Draper served in Captain
Eames' company, and possibly the same who removed to Plymouth, 1790.
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Moor Russell, subsequently an honored citizen of Plymouth,
while a resident of Haverhill served in Capt. Josiah Russell's
company, and Jonathan Robbins, then a resident of New Ipswich,
was a lieutenant in Capt. Samuel Atkinson's company, and when
diecharged from service he removed immediately to Plymouth.
John Phillips of Plymouth served in Capt. Thomas Simpson's
company. Thus the town was represented in each of the four
companies raised to defend the frontiers.
During this season of frequent alarms, and while a general fear
of invasion was prevailing, the patriots of this town performed a
gallant and meritorious service. Plymouth, like the other frontier
towns, was exposed to a common danger, but they heard the cry
of Haverhill and of Lancaster and marched to their relief. The
company or detachment was under the command of Lieut.-CoL
David Webster, and was absent from home seventeen days. A
roll of the company is not found in the State archives, and the
number and the names of the men are probably lost forever.
The evidence of this service is found in a schedule of New Hampshire companies and regiments in the Revolution, which was prepared by the commissioners in their statement of the demands of
the State against the United States. The item is as follows:Lieut. CoL David Webster's company at Cooe from June 29 to July,

u, 1776.

In the summer of this year the government raised two regiments to re-enforce the northern army. These were commanded
by Colonel Wyman and Colonel Wingate. In the assignment of
the number of men to be raised in each geographical regiment,
for obvious reasons the frontier regiments were excused, and none
of the men were enlisted in the regiments of Colonel Hobart,
Colonel Chase, and Colonel Morey. The very few men from
Grafton County in this service probably enlisted from some other
locality. Thomas McClure of Plymouth served in Captain Barron's company of Colonel Wyman's regiment. This company was
raised in Merrimack and vicinity.
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In September New Hampshire raised an additional regiment
to re-enforce the army in New York. The colonel was Nahum
Baldwin of Amherst, and in the company of Capt. John House
of Hanover were five men from Plymouth. They were Abel
Webster, Amos Thompson, Nehemiah Hardy, Daniel Wheeler,
and David Durkee. The regiment was in the battle of White
Plains, and was dismissed in December. Samuel Wallace was in
this company, but he was not then a resident of this town. In
the regiment raised in this State in December, and commanded
by Col. David Gilman of Pembroke, were two men from Ply·
mouth. They were Henry Snow and Eb'enezer Keyes. The regiment participated in the battles of Trenton and Princeton, and
was discharged in March, 1777. Solomon Dlood, who served in
Colonel Gilman's regiment, had resided in this town. After 1774
he lived in Groton, and is properly credited to that town.
In 1776 Benjamin Snow of Plymouth was commissioned an
ensign in the continental service. He will be the subject of a
parngrnph in the following chapter. The record of this eventful
year includes the service of thirty-one residents of Plymouth and
of several who subsequently became valued citizens of the town.
In the paragraph concerning Colonel Bedel's regiment reference
was made to the surrender of a detachment of the army at the
Cedars. Nahum Powers, Ebenezer Blodgett, and James Barnes
are named in the list of the men surrendered, May 91, 1776, published in Force's Archives.
The history and character of the .Association Test are familiar
to all. The returns from nearly one hundred towns are preserved.
There is no return from this town, and if the paper was circulated
and signed by the men of Plymouth it has been lost. There are
returns from Lebanon, Enfield, Piermont, and Canaan, and from
no other town of Grafton County.
There is no available explanation of the following chargee
against the town. The originals are found in the State archives.
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ot Plymouth

To Abel W ebater Dr
February. To myaelt, hone & Expenee in a journey to Bath
after the Indiana, on a.ooount of one being elck
at Boecawen
£ 1-7-0
lfarch - Tu myeelr, two honee a man & Expeneee In a journey
1.-18-0
to Ortord traneporting 1 dead & 1 live Indian
£3-0-0

The Town of Plymouth
To Samuel Dearborn Dr.
Feb'y 1776. To myeelr, horae & Expenee in a journey to
Haverhlll helping to traneport a live Indian
and a dead Indian
£, 0.-18-0

Which of these two was a good Indian is declared in a common
saying, but how one of them became dead is not known, and it is
now too late to hold an inquest.
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THE REVOLUTION, 1777.

N the New England towns and homes this was the saddest and
most gloomy year of the war. The increasing burden of public
charges was onerous, and the taxgatherer .consumed the products
of industry and the fruits of the farm. The discouragements of
the hour were accumulative. To further test the courage and the
faith of the patriot was added the depressing intelligence of the
retreat of the Americans from Ticonderoga, and the unobstructed
ndvanco of the proud and well-equipped army under Burgoyne.
Apparently incursions and invasions by the enemy were inevitable,
and again the frontiers were menaced with instant danger. The
details of 1777 are extended, but the summary is concise. Ply·
mouth paid the taxes and raised the men.
The three continental regiments, formerly commanded by Cols.
John Stark, James Reed, and Enoch Poor, were reorganized and
placed under the command of Cols. Joseph Cilley, Nathan Hale,
and Alexander Scammell. During the retreat from Ticonderoga
Colonel Hale was made a prisoner, and Col. George Reid of Lon·
donderry subsequently commanded the second continental regi·
ment. To avoid the inconvenience experienced in the past, it was
ordered to fill these regiments with men enlisted for three years
or for the war. The quota of Col. David Hobart's regiment was
4 7, to be distributed among the towns of his regiment on the basis
of the number of men in each town from sixteen to fifty years of
age. The number of men enrolled in Plymouth was 91, Thornton
54, Rumney 52, Campton 45, New Chester 38, Holderness 36,
Alexandria 34, and Cockermouth 28. The quota of Plymouth
was 11, which was promptly filled. They were Paul Wells, James

110

HISTORY Oll' PLYKOUTH.

Bames, Elijah Lucas, Samuel Hull, Nathaniel Hull, Silas Brown,
Joseph Hobart, John Phillips, Abel Webster, Jr., Edward Evans,
and Benjamin Phillips. Ten of the eleven men on the quota of
Plymouth were assigned to one company in Colonel Scammell's
regiment. The officers of this company were Capt. Benjamin
Stone of Atkinson, First Lieut. Benjamin Hickok of Campton,
Second Lieut. Amos Webster of Plymouth, and Ensign Joshua
Eaton of Goffstown. Being a commissioned officer, Lieut. Amos
Webster was not allowed on the quota of the town. Benjamin
Phillips, the eleventh man on the quota, was assigned to the
· company commanded by Capt. John House in Colonel Cilley's
regiment.
Having fully answered the requisition of the State for men,
the patriotism of Plymouth was not exhausted, and the ambition
of the town was not satisfied. Four additional men enlisted into
the continental service. They were David Nevins, Sr., Henry
Snow, Josiah Willoughby, and Joseph Smith. Henry Snow was
assigned to Captain Frye's company, Colonel Cilley's regiment,
and the others served with other Plymouth men in Captain Stone's
company.
In May and June the people of New Hampshire were disquieted
by the situation of the northem army. The steady approach of
the enemy caused universal apprehension. In :May an alarm was
sounded that Ticonderoga was in danger, and many companies
from New Hampshire and :Massachusetts marched to the relief
of the fortress. Being assured that the Americans could " hold
the fort," these companies were ordered home. It was a useless
campaign, but a sublime exhibition of patriotism. In June the
cry of " wolf " was again sounded. This time the wolf was near
the fold. Post riders bore the foreboding intelligence with celerity
from town to town. Crown Point had fa11en, and if Ticonderoga
was surrendered it was feared the enemy would invade Vermont
and New Hampshire. The alarm was great and the call was
imperative. Unmindful of the fable, the farmer again forsook the
field and took' up arms.
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In this service Lieut.-CoL David Webster commanded a detachment of fifty-two men, including officers, raised in Colonel Hobart's
regiment. During the night of the first day of their march towards
Ticonderoga the fort was evacuated. But news was communicated
slowly in those days, and Colonel Webster continued the march
wttil he met the retreating army•. The caption of Colonel Webster's roll is as follows:Pny Roll of a Company or Militia commanded by Lieut. Col. David
Webster which marched from Plymouth and Towns Adjacent to reenforce
the Garrison at Ticonderoga on the Alarm in July 1777. And proceeded
as far as Cavendish where we met our troops on their retreat. Engaged
,July 5, 1777 and discbarg'd July 16, 1777.

The line officers were John Willoughby of Plymouth, captain,
Joseph Shepard of Holderness, lieutenant, Cutting Favor of New
Chester, second lieutenant, and Edmund Shattuck of Cockermouth,
ensign. Dr. Abijah Wright was the surgeon of the battalion, and
Lieut. Jonathan Robbins adjutant, both of Plymouth. Omitting
forty-two from other towns, the men from Plymouth were Peter
Stearns, sergeant, Benjamin Wells, corporal, Josiah Brown, Jr.,
Michael Dearborn, Solomon Hobart, Francis Worcester, Jr.,
Daniel Clough Webster.
In the progress of these events the dangers of tho hour were
cumulative, and the fears and despondency of the people were
quickened and augmented. The unobstructed army of Burgoyne
was beginning the fulfilment of a declared purpose of marching
to New York, and detachments from his command were making
predatory incursions into JTermont, then called the New Hampshire Grants. The gallant and resolute men of Vermont refused to
extend to their unwelcome guests the hospitality of the State, and
called upon New Hampshire for help in their expulsion. Dwelling in Vermont were many men and women from the homes and
firesides of New Hampshire. To many the voice of Vermont was
the entreaty of a relative, and to all joined in the sublime effort
of the Revolution the appeal of a patriot was the prayer of a
brother. The response of New Hampshire, supported by the
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spirit of patriotism and hallowed by the ties of kindred, was a
smile on the rugged features of adversity and a halo over the
grim visage of war.
The council and house of representatives having adjourned from
June 28 to September 17, the committee of safety called a special.
session, which convened July 17, 1777. The legislature immediately directed that the geographical regiments be organized in two
brigades,1 and that the regiments of Colonels Whipple, Evans,
:Moulton, Gilman, Bartlett, Thornton, Webster, Badger, and
:McClary should constitute the first brigade, to be commanded by
Brig.-Gen. William Whipple, and that the regiments of Colonels
Nichols, Ashley, Moore, Stickney, Hale, Bellows, Hobart, Morey,
and Chase should constitute the second brigade, to be commanded
by Brig.-Gen. John Stark. In the call for men in this emergency
it was required that the colonels of each geographical regiment
should furnish a proportion of the men to be raised, but any one
colonel was not expected to raise a number of companies sufficient
to constitute a regiment in service. Orders were given to the
colonels of the four northern regiments (Hobart, Morey, Chase,
and Bellows) to organize in one regiment all the companies raised
by them. The field officers of the four regiments met at Lebanon
July 25, to select the required officers and arrange for the completion of the organization. Colonel Hobart was selected to command, and none of the four regiments were overlooked in the
selection of the remaining officers. Charlos Johnston of ITnverhill
was the lieutenant-colonel, William ITaywnrd of Charlestown,
major, Jonathan Robbins of Plymouth, adjutant, Davenport
Phelps of Piermont, and a grandson of President Wheelock of
Dartmouth College, quartennaster, an<l Dr. Solomon Chase of
1 The organization of the militia of the State in two brigades appears to
have been a measure of emergency. June 20 preceding this action, the legislature had· ordered that the regiments be divided into three brigades. The geographical regiments in the three brigades are indicated by naming the colonels.
Fint Brigade : Colonels Whipple, Evans, Moulton, Gilman, Bartlett, McClary.
Seoond Brigade: Colonels Thornton, Webster (John), Nichola, Hale (Enoch),
Ashley, Bellows. Third Brigade: Colonela lloore, Stickney, Badger, Hobart,
Morey, Chase.
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Cornish, surgeon. A few days later Colonel Hobart appointed
Rev. Augustine Hibbard of Claremont chaplain of the regiment.
Subsequently Mr. Hibbard was chaplain of the brigade. In the
regiment were five companies, commanded by Capt. Edward Eliot
of Thornton, 45 men, Capt. Abel Walker of Charlestown, 60 men,
Capt. Jeremiah Post of Orford, 49 men, Capt. Joshua Hendee of
Hanover 62 men, and Capt. Christopher Webber of Walpole,
52 men.
The men from Plymouth in Captain Eliot's company were
Samuel Marsh, Ezekiel Keyes, Josiah Brown, Jr., George Patterson, Peter Stearns, Nehemiah Snow, James Blodgett, John
Willoughby, Jr., Solomon Hobart, and Zebadiah Richardson.
Onesipherus :Marsh of Plymouth enlisted, and his name appears
in the roll of recruits, but is not found in the payroll of the
company. The name of Richardson is Zebadiah in the roll of
recruits, and by error Obadiah in the payroll.
Noah Worcester, a fifer in Captain Goss' company of CoL Moses
Nichols' regiment, who served from July 20 to September 28,
1777, and was engaged in the battle of Bennington, w~ then a
resident of Plymouth. He served in the siege of Boston from
Hollis in 1775, and removed to Plymouth in 1776, teaching a
term of school in the village the winter before, and continuously
several winters after the battle of Dennington. He was taxed in
this town, 1777-81. In this service he should be credited to
Plymouth. Very probably he served in another regiment in response to a call for a fifer.
At the battle of Bennington Colonel Hobart led the attack on
the Tory breastworks. The commander and his men won distinction and the commendation of General Stark for bravery and
gallant conduct. Solomon Hobart, the fourth Plymouth man to
die in service, was kiJled during the battle. The regiment joined
General Gates at Saratoga, and at the expiration of their term
of service the men were discharged, September 18, the day before
the battle of Bemis Heights. Eight days wero allowed for travel
home, and the payrolls were made up to September 26.
'f'OL.J.-8
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General Gates, commanding the army at Saratoga, made a call
upon New Hampshire for re-enforcement. The regiments in the
western half of the State having furnished the men for the Dennington campaign, it was expected that General Whipple's brigade
would meet the existing emergency. The brigade responded with
enthusiasm, but it was not permitted to furnish all the men. The
day the heroes of Bennington were returning to their homes a regi·
ment of volunteers to re-enforce the anny at Saratoga was raised
within the geographical regiments of Colonels Hobart, Morey, and
Chase.
The field officers were Col. Jonathan Chase of Cornish, Lieut.·
Col. David Webster of Plymouth, and Maj. Jonathan Child of
Lyme, one officer being selected from each regiment. The chaplain was Rev. Oliver Noble, then of Orford and subsequently the
distinguished minister of New Castle. The adjutants were Wil·
liam Dana of Lebanon and Simeon Goodwin of Haverhill. Seven
companies, commanded by Capts. Samuel Payne, Edmund Freeman, Moses Whipple, Abel Stevens, Joshua Wells, John Lasel,
and John Wheelock - in all nearly one hundred and fifty men were from Colonel Chase's regiment. The companies were hastily
raised, and some of them were very small. Two companies, com·
manded by Capts. Joshua Hayward of Haverhill, 36 men, and
Jonathan Chandler of Orford, 30 men, were from Colonel Morey's
regiment. One company, commanded by Capt. John Willoughby
of Plymouth, was from Colonel Hobart's regiment. Raised for
emergency service, the regiment was quickly assembled and hurried
to the army in New York. The men were enlisted from the more
sparsely settled town8 and from a territory comprising one-third
of the area of the State.
The ten companies, from a military standpoint, were a unit of
organization, and if combined would constitute a completed regi·
ment, . having the required number and rank of field and staff
officers. The companies were hurriedly marched to Saratoga in
two detachments, commanded respectively by Colonel Chase and
Lieutenant-Colonel Webster. The men of the seven companies of
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Colonel Chase's detachment were recruited within his regiment
of militia. The three companies commanded by LieutenantColonel Webster were recruited from Colonel Morey's and Colonel
Hobart's regiments. The major and the chaplain were with Lieutenant-Colonel Webster. Colonel Chase, with the companies in
his command, marched from Cornish, September 26, one week
after the battle of Bemis Heights, and Lieutenant-Colonel Webster
·
probably set out the following day.
The regiment joined General Whipple's brigade and served in
the army under General Gates nearly two months, and was
cmployc<l with Colonel Warner and Colonel Bellows in holding
the line, but 'vas not very seriously engaged in the battle of Saratoga, October 7. Ten dnyslater the officers and men witnessed the
surrender of Burgoyne.
If at any time, while in the service at Saratoga, the two detachments were combined in one command they were again separated
and were discharged as two separate organizations.
B.

Q. S.lUTOCJ.l Oct• 18'1>1777-

These may Certify that Col Chase with a Regement of Volunteers have
faithfully serv'd until this date in the Northern Army and are now Discharged with Honor.
By order of Gen. Gates
•
JACOB BAYLEY :Qrig' Gen!
0

BUDQU.lBTBRII, SAUTOCJ.l

Oct' 18'b 1777.

These Mny Certify that Col Webster with a Regement of N.H. Volunteers hnvc faithfully served in the Northern Army until this date and are
<liscbarged with honor.
•
By Gen1 Gates' order.
JACOB BAYLJtT Brig" Gen!
0

Time wns n11owe<l for tra,·el home, and the several companies
were discharged, under date, about ten days later than the date of
General Gates' release. The payrolls are found in State Papers,
Vol. XV, pp. 3'73-386. Colonel Chase consolidated the seven
companies under his' immediate command in one roll, while Lieutenant-Colonel ·webster made a staff roll and three company rolls.
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The men were paid in January, 1778. The men in this service
from Plymouth were in Captain Willoughby's company, which
bears the following caption: Pay Roll of Captain John Willoughby's Company of Volunteera in
CoL Chase's Regiment, Commanded by Brig"' Gen1 Whipple which Com·
pany marched from Plymouth and the Towns Adjacent. in Sep' 1777 to
the Aaaistance of our Northern Army under the command of Major
General Gates.
John Willoughby Captain
Gerahom Burbank t•· Lieut.
Cutting Favor 2" Lieu'
Robert Forsaith Ensign
Thomas Bartlett Sergeant
Samuel Hazeltine
"
Carr Hose
"
Jonathan Cone
"
Israel Brainerd Corporal
Nason Casa
"
Joshua Fletcher "
Samuel Worthen "

James Hobart private
John Southmayd "
Nahum Powers "
Srunuel Morae
"
Josiah Brown Jr. "
David Nevins
"
Isaac Ward
"
Stephen Keyes "
Samuel Ambrose "
John Kemp
"
Darius Willey
"
Josiah Fellows "

The men from Plymouth in this service were Lieut.-Col. David
Webster, Capt. John Willoughby, Joshua Fletcher, Capt. James
Hobart, who served as a private, Nahum Powers, Samuel Morse,
Josiah Brown, Jr., David Nevins, Jr., Isaac Ward, Stephen
Keyes, Samuel Ambrose. Among the Chase papers is a memorandum, in his handwriting, referring to this service: A Return of Capt. John Willoughbys Company.
A list of the Omcera and Gentle Volunteers and Soldiers under
Col. David Webeter. - - Capt. John Willoughby
Gentlem. Volunteers
Capt. Gerahom Burbank
Capt Cutting Favor
Lieut. Robert Forsaith
Lieut. Samuel Haseltine

Capt. James Hobart
Lieut Thomas Bartlett
Ens. John Southmayd.
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And under the caption of " Privates " is written the names of
the remainder of the company. The paper is dated Saratoga,
Oct. 10, 1777.
Shortly preceding these events Nathaniel Hull and Samuel
Hull, brothers and soldiers from Plymouth, died in the service,
the former September 6, and the latter September 8. In the campaign resulting in the surrender of Burgoyne the three continental
regiments of New Hampshire were hotly engaged in every battle,
and won the commendation of tlto generals in command and of
subsequent historians of the campaign. Lieut. Amos Webster, a
brother of Col. David Webster, who was commissioned in the
continental service in November, 1776, escaped the dangers of
Bemis Heights, but fell at Saratoga, October 7. He was a brave
officer, and his loss was deeply regretted. He was the seventh man
from Plymouth who died in the service.
In June of this year another demand was made upon New
Hampshire. Rhode Island called for assistance, and orders were
issued to Lieut.-Col. Joseph Senter of Moultonborough to command
a battalion raised for the defence of that State. In this military
organization Plymouth was not involved, but mention is made of
the service of Colonel Senter from the fact that he removed to this
town tho following year and was an esteemed and honored citizen.
In tho autumn of 1776 Denjamin Snow of Plymouth was appointed an ensign in the continental service. From the information
discovered in the archives and records of the State, it is certain that
he served only a few months. He resigned and came to his home
in this town in January, 1777, and gave evidence of being disaffected with the government. Some of his utterances were disapproved by the patriots. Four letters written by him to Tories in
the jail at Amherst were intercepted, and the sentiments uttered
did not escape the vigilance of the committee of safety of this
town. Removed from the excitement of the time, the letters at
this date appear more foolish than treasonable. The committee
of safety of Plymouth held a meeting for their discussion, and
forwarded the following communication to the government at
Exeter:-
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ID Committee of Safety of the TOWD of Pl7mouth,
Februa1716", 1777.

Upon reading and considering a number of Intercepted Letters signed
by Benjamin Snow late an Ensign in the Continental Army, which Letters are directed to eeveral penon& in Amherst supposed &o he Enimical
to their country, & as reported some of them in Jale: Therefore agreed
by said Committee that it appears by said Letters, that said Snow much
favors the cause of the Enemies to our country, and is a dangerous person
to the Community, and therefore ought to be taken care of; and as be,
the said Snow is at this time In Salisbury thirty miles from hence towards
Exeter, Therefore it is further agreed by said Committee, That Col.
David Webster and Capl Samuel Dearborn be desired forthwith to proceed to Saliabury or elee where and use all means in their power, f~r the
salty of this State, to apprehend and secure said Snow wherever be may
be found and immediately proceed with him the said Snow to Exeter with
the Letters herein referred to and delinr said Snow with said Letters to
the Committee of Salty of this State for their Examination.
N. B.

FR4MCI8 W oacuru, Cb. Com.
Said Letters are four in number.

One, a fair sample, of the four letters is found in State Papers,
VoL VIII, p. 499, and two others, addressed to Col. John Holland, then confined in jail at Amherst, were as follows: PLTKOVTS,Janr81 1r.1.
Honored and much reapeoted air.
Aocordlog to your kind InYitatlon have taken thia which Ia the ftrat
opportunity I have had to acquaint you or my aafe Arrival at Plymouth.
Since my Return Home Sir, I have endea,·ored to acquaint myeeJf A
little with the Foundation or the unhappy War between Great Brittian
and the Coloniea, for to my ahame I confess I never considered so much
of that Matter u I ought to before I engaged in the service. Should be
extremely glad to ask your Advice in something that nearly concerns me
but am ali-aid to till I have the eatlaractlon of seeing you leat my Letter
abouJd fall into somebody's banda who might take the Advantage of it.
I hope before long air, &o bear you released from your Confinement and
receive better Treatment from your Countrymen than you have in Times
put, if I do not shall have the satisfaction of eeeing you aometime in
March, I trust, at Amherst- My complimenta to Mr Tenneoleif and Mr
Man (if be ia returned) if you please. hope when I come down to see
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them and yourself aa happy as you all appeared to be when I left you But, Sir I fear I shall be troublesome wherefor beg leave to subecribe .
myeelf
Sir
Your moat obedient
Most Devoted
and very humble se"ant
B&KJ! SMOW

PLT•oma J!'eby 4. 1777

Sir

After A Tcdioue Journey of ftve hundred Miles, have arrived at,
length to my Mamma's Fire Side where we live as merry to appearanoe
as yon please All my old acquaintance, seem glad to see me, and treat
me with a great Deal of Kindness, but still I feel diecontented and
unhappy- I hope you enjoy yourself as well as you did when I left
you for I alwayR shall think the Gentlemen confined in Goal and yourself
are the happiest persons living
I often think I should be very willing to suffer or rather enjoy the confinement of them Gentlemen would I be contlned where there is auch
Friendship and Harmony I hope to hM·e the pleasure of seeing you the latter End of March if
nothing extraordinary turns up and talk upon an afl'air which I durst not
write of- till then I am with A Degree of Pleasure and uneasinesa
Sir
Your moat slnoere
Friend and bumble servant
BKMJA- SMOW

Mr Holland be good enough to deliver the Letter inclosed to Miss
Nancy an(l you will oblige
Yours &c

No subsequent reference to this case appears in the records, and
it is probable that Lieut. Denjamin Snow was not apprehended.
He was a teacher a few years in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick,
returning to Plymouth, 1787. H his opinions in the heat of the
Re-(olution had irritated the patriots, it was now forgotten, and
he was a school teacher in this town and lived in peace with
his fellow-men. He died 1814. The Snow affair being ended,
Stephen Webster/ another member of the committee of safety of
1 At the annual town meeting Ia March, 1777, a aew committee of eafety wu cboaen.
They were Samuel Emenon, Benjamin Goold, Ebenezer Blodgett, J!'raucl1 Worcuter,
Stephen Webtter, Jolm Willoughby, aad DaYid W~btter.
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Plymouth, discovers a den of Tories near Squam Lake, and
promptly reports tho fact to the State committee of safety.
To tbe Committee of Safety of tbe State of New Hampahire:
Gentlemen : The Committee of Safety tor the Town of Plymouth being
appreheneive that a Combination of Person• diaaftected with & inimical
to the lntereet..ot this & the United States of America were aseembled at
a certain plaoe for purpoees of the most dangeroue consequence, -The
place and eome persons being suspected, - a secret spy was sent out. in
order to make discovery, who upon return Report: That at & near the
house of Brion Sweeney's northerly of Great Squam Pond in the town of
Newholdemess (a place very remote from any other humane settlement)
wu discovered aundry persons who by tlaeir number & dress did not
appear to be the proper Inhabitants of that place, (no man in that family
being grown but Sweeney himselt.) Aa we have tor a long time suspected
that place to be a Den of mlachief, we are now more confirmed in our
minda tlaat there is aecretly miachiet a planning & earring on at & near
sa'd Sweeney's, such as counterfeiting money, or some other plan to asaiet
our Enemies and the like. Mr. Abel Webster, the bearer hereof, being
one of the epies who will give further intelligence ; As we think it not safe
for the publick & especially for the Inhabitants of theee parte that the
above affair should not be properly looked into, we thought it our duty
to give you this information, hoping that you will not fail to give the same
proper notice, & pass auch order thereon as in the prose<.'Ution thereof
will effectually secure the publick safety in general against the same, as
well u eue the minds of the good people in these parts, in particular.
STKPHXM W:a:osua, Chairman.
In Committee of Safety
Plymouth, September Stla, 1777.
The second session of the legislature under the temporary con· .
stitution, elected for the term of one year, convened at Exeter on
the third Wednesday of December, 1776. Grafton County was
permitted to send six representatives, but only two were present.
They were Daniel Brainerd, representing the Rumney class, and
Joseph Whipple, representing tlae Lancnster class of towns. The
legislature was in recess from January 18 to :March 12. When
the legislature reassembled in March, Francis Worcester of Plymouth appeared, and was admitted to a seat in the house of representatives. For reasons stated in the preceding chapter, the three
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remaining districts were not represented in the house during the
year ending in December, 1777, and Grafton County refusing to
elect a councillor, that body consisted of eleven members.
Francis Worcester was an active and useful member of the
house, serving on several important committees. In March he was
appointed one of a joint committee of six, on the part of the house,
to revise the apportionment of public taxes. The report of the
committoo was adopted. The proportion of Plymouth, expressed
in Federal money, was $4:.79 on each $1000. In June, when
alarms were rife and other States were calling on New Hampshire for assistance, :Mr. Worcester was named on a committee to
suggest the number of men that could be raised, and to reoom·
mend a method of raising and equipping them. There is available
evidence that his services, in a critical period of the war, were
acceptable to his constituents and appreciated by his associates.
He was re-elected for the year ending in December, 1778.
Elijah Lucas died Sept. 1, 1777, Josiah Willoughby died
in October, 1777, and Silas Brown died Dec. 31, 1777. They
were continental soldiers, serving on the quota of Plymouth in
Colonel Scammell's regiment. During the year, including the reenlistments, fifty-one Plymouth men have enlisted into the serYice. Of these seven have died on the field or in the hospital,
thirty-four have been honorably discharged at the expiration of
their terms of enlistment, and ten, who enlisted for three years
or for the war, were in the continental service and, during a
memorable winter, endured the extreme cold and exposure of
Valley Forge.
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XI.

THE REVOLUTION, 1778-83.

ANOTHER year held out many assurances of amended
prospects. The year 1777, with a gloomy dawn, had closed
in the golden light of a brilliant sunset. The disheartened regiments, retreating before an advancing foe, had fought sucoossful
battles and had annihilated the army Qf Burgoyne. In this campaign, in which r.etreat was changed to victory, the Americans had
taught the disciplined army of England that they were their equals
in valor and their superiors in the stratagems of war. To a sentiment of awakened confidence was added the strength of cohesion
and discipline. 1.'he army became invincible, and final victory
was assured. The seat of war was removed to the south, and
New Hampshire was relieved from frequent calls for troops for
sudden emergencies. The tantalizing alarms which had allowed
the militia little freedom from active service, and none from solicitude and expectancy when at home, were leas frequent and leas
foreboding. Attending these happy changes in existing conditions,
which encouraged hope to triumph over despondency, was the
added joy occasioned by an alliance with France. A firmer faith
pervaded the States, until many were persuaded that the war was
substantially ended and independence assured. Yet in the midst
of these cheerful omens other conditions were adding burdens in
the place of those scarce removed. The constant depreciation of
the currency demoralized trade and exacted new sacrifices in every
home. The courts were practically closed, and credit could not
be given because debts could not be collootcd, and tho accumulating burden of public taxes was a constant factor in the trials of
.the Revolution. The continued military history of Plymouth will
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be more a narrative of service on the frontiers than a record of
enlistments for the continental service.
In the autumn of 1'17'1 the organization of a regiment, to be
raised in northern New Hampshire and Vermont, was ordered
by the continental congress, and Colonel Bedel was appointed to
the command. His commission, dated Nov. 10, 1'17'1, was signed
by Henry Laurens, president of congress. In early references to
this regiment it is stated that it was raised for the invasion of
Canada, and later it is called a regiment for the defence of the
· frontiers. A material revision of the military plans of the govcnunent would account for a corresponding change in the orders
issued to this regiment. It is not within the province of this
chapter to discuss how far the relations of Colonel Bedel with the
Dresden party in1luenced the destiny and movements of his command. The rolls for April and May, 177'1, are not at hand,
but it is reasonably safe to presume that the regiment was in
the service until March 31, 1'1'19. It was stationed at Haverhill and Newbury, and was ao~ively employed in guarding the
frontier, in the construction of military roads, in scouting, and
in the exercise of a general police inspection from Haverhill to
Canada.
There were several Plymouth men in this regiment. David
Webster was the lieutenant-colonel, and was in active service from
June, 1'178, to March 31, 1779. William Tarlton, at this date a
resident of Piermont, was one of the captains of the regiment,
and in his company were William Greenough, fifer, Stephen
J{eycs, Josiah Brown, and Samuel Morse. These men enlisted in
Fehrnnry nnd were discharged March 31, 1778.
Iu Cnpt. Nehemiah Lovewell's company, from February 9 to
:Mnrel1 31, 1778, were Daniel Clough Webster, David Nevins, Jr.,
and Nehemiah Snow. In July, 1778, four men from Plymouth
enlisted into Captain Tarlton's company and served eight months.
They were Nehemiah Snow, David Richardson, Benjamin Wells,
and Nathaniel Webster.
Nahum Po~ers, who had been a resident of Plymouth, serving
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on the quota of the town in 1775 and 1776, removed to Haver·
hill in 1777. He enlisted at Haverhill and served one year in
Captain Barron's company of this regiment. Moor Russell, then
a resident of Haverhill, served one year in the same company.
In February, 1778, the legislature voted to enlist a number of
men, not exceeding seven hundred, to serve in the three conti·
nental regiments, and a special recruiting officer was appointed
in each geographical regiment. Lieut.-Col. David Webster was
designated to this duty in Colonel Hobart's regiment, and among
the men raised by Oolonel Webster were two Plymouth men, who
eDiisted for the term of two years. Richard Griffin enlisted in
llarch and Stephen Keyes in April They were assigned to
Oolonel Scammell's regiment.
During the year 1778 three Plymouth soldiers died in the service. David Nevins, Sr., a prisoner of war, died in February.
Abel Webster, Jr., and Richard Griffin died in July.
The home record of the town, expressed in the minutes of the
town meetings which are preserved, is a full and unqualified expression of sacrifice and devotion and of loyalty to the State
government.
At a meeting convened in the meeting-house Feb. 2, 1778, the
town voted to consent in full to the articles of perpetual union of
the United States.
Voted that the repretentatlve tor the time being of this district be and
hereby Ia lmpowered to use bis inftuence tor a free and full representation
ot this State tor the sole purpose of forming a Plan or Government tor
thlaState
Voted that the selectmen supply, as soon as may be, such families of
the Continental soldiers as belong to this town agreeable to the resolve
or the General Court or thla State

At the annual meeting, llarch 10, 1778, Stephen Webster,
Jacob Merrill, Elisha Bean, Abel Webster, David Webster, John
Willoughby, and Samuel Emerson were choeen a committee of
safety. In the warrant for this meeting were two articles, as
follows:-
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ArL 16 To see if the town will take under consideration the expediency of being united with the Inhabitants on the Grants both sides of
Connecticut river in order to act with them either in uniting with New
Hampshire or forming a distinct state as hereafter may be judged most
expedient and choose one or more persons as committee men to meet
with the committees from t.be several towns on the Grants east or the
river to bold a conference with those west or the river with respect to
being united
Arl 16. To see if this Town will recall our present representative in
General Assembly from furt.her acting in bebnlf of this Town in said
Assembly tlll bo may be otherwise Instructed by this Town.

In these articles the town was invited to enlist in the Vermont
controversy. The action of the town was decisive, and in harmony with the consistent adherence to the Exeter government.
Voted to diBmias the ftl'teentb article in the warrant.
Voted to dismiss the sixteenth article in the warrant.

At the election of a council and bouse of representatives for the
political year ending in December, 1'179, Francis Worcester was
elected a third time to represent the Plymouth class of towns.
The other five classes of towns in Grafton County were not represented. The Dresden party, however, failed in preventing an
election of a councillor. Col. Charles Johnston of Haverhill was
elected, and served in that branch of the legislature during the
year.
1'1'19. This year there was a call for men to recruit the three
continental regiments in the field. The quota of the eleventh
regiment was fourteen, of which Plymouth was required to furnish three. They were Nehemiah Phillips, Winthrop Fox, and
Nicholas Hall. At the same time David Nevins, Jr., enlisted at
Plymouth, and by an agreement served on the quota of Alexandria.
Fox was assigned to Colonel Reid's regiment, Phillips, Hall, and
Nevins to Colonel Scammell's regiment.
At a town meeting assembled May 17, 1779, the town voted to
advance the continental and State bounty to three men who would
enJist to fill the quota of the town, and chose Joseph Senter, David
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Hobart, and David Webster to pl'OCure the men. At an adjourned
meeting the committee reported that they bad enlisted Nehemiah
Phillips and Nicholas Hall. Subsequently Winthrop Fox of
Campto11 enlisted on the quota of Plymouth and received the
promised bounty.
.
In August the town voted to release from taxes all the soldiers
serving three-year enlistments, and also the widows of soldiers
deceased. At the same meeting Joseph Senter was chosen a delegate to the Concord convention, which bad been called " to regulate
prices."
Col. David Hobart resigned June 22, 1779. The house of
representatives voted " to receive the resignation of David Hobart,
Esq~ Ool• of the Eleventh Regiment of Militia of this State and
that he receive the thanks of the Gen L Assembly for his good services in that Station." It is well known that his resignation was
caused by his preparations for removal from the State. The letter,
like the man, is without ostentation, and is printed in full in
another chapter. Lieut.-Col. David Webster succeeded to the
command of the regiment, and performed the duties in an able
and acceptable manner. It bas been repeatedly stated that at the
resignation of Colonel Hobart he was commissioned a colonel of
the regiment. Colonel Webster was a lieutenant-colonel, commanding in the absence of a superior officer until Dec. 25,
1784:, when he was commissioned colonel of the fourteenth regiment of militia, the number having been changed in a general
reorganization.
Early in July there was a draft. Only one man was wanted
at this time, and the lot fell on Peter Keyes, who served from
July to October, 1779, in a squad commanded by Lieut. Jonah
Chapman of Campton. They were scouts on the frontiers and
maintained headquarters at Stratford.
Henry Snow, a continental soldier who had been transferred
to l{ajor Gibbs' Guards, died Oct. 25, 1779.
In midsummer of this year the State raised a regiment of
three hundred men, commanded by Col. Hercules Mooney, for
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the defence of Rhode Island. The legislature appointed the field
and line officers June 23, 1779, and among these was Lieut. Josiah
Drown of Plymouth. For this service Colonel Webster enlisted
five men in the towns of his regiment. The only Plymouth man
was Peter Steams, who enlisted July 15. In completing the
organization, the legislature being in recess, the committee of
safety, August 14, appointed Dr. Peter Emerson of Plymouth
surgeon. At this time Dr. Emerson was removing from this
town, and an agent was employed to find him and notify him
of his preferment. The regiment marc¥<J to Rhode Island and
was discharged in January, 1780.
At the election of a legislature in the autumn of 1779, for the
political year ending in December, 1780, Francis Worcester was
elected councillor from Grafton County and Lieut.-CoL Joseph
Senter, who bad recently removed to this town, a representative
from the Plymouth class of towns. At this time Samuel Livermore was chosen to represent Rumney, Holderness, Campton, and
Thornton.
In the removal of Ron. John Hurd from the State, the State
administration lost an able and judicious supporter, and the offices
of chief justice of the Court of Common Pleas, county treasurer,
an<l register of deeds became vacant, and the legislature, April 8,
1779, revised the entire list of county officials. Elisha Payne of
Lebanon was promoted to chief justice, Bezaleel Woodward of
Hanover and Samuel Emerson of Plymouth were reappointed
associate justices. Enoch Page of Wentworth was appointed
associate justice, in place of Elisha Payne, promoted. . At the
same time Col. David Webster was appointed sheriff, in place of
Capt. Jotham Cummings, both of Plymouth. Moses now of Plymouth was reappointed register of probate, and immediately removed to Haverhill. The coroners were John House of Hanover
and Alexander Craig of Rumney. Samuel Emerson was appointed a justice of the peace and quorum, and Francis Worcester
a justice of the peace for the county, and Samuel Emerson was
one of the commissioners named to qualify the officers appointed.
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1'180. At the beginning of tho year thoro were twelve men
from Plymouth in the continental regiments. James Dames,
Joseph Smith, John Phillips, Joseph Hobart, Benjamin Phillips,
Nichol~ Hall, and David Nevins, Jr., were in Captain :McGregore's, formerly Captain Stone's, company of Colonel Scam·
mell's regiment, and in other companies of the same regiment
were Stephen Keyes and Nehemiah Phillips. Edward Evans was
in Colonel Cilley's regiment and Winthrop Fox in Colonel Reid's.
The remaining man was Paul Wells, who enlisted for three years
in 1777. Upon one roll he is retumed a deserter, and in 1779 he
was arrested in New Hampshire, and the fact was duly reported
to the State committee of safety: September 26 1779. Whereas it Ia represented to the Committee by

CoL Webeter of Plymouth that Lieut. Ray of Meredith has apprehended
Paul Welle of Plymouth as a deacrter in order to bring him to Exeter
to put him to jail ; the committee having examined sundry papers witl1
respect to said Welle whereby it appears that be is unable to joln the
army and do duty there, the committee are of opinion that the said Paul
Wells remain at home until further order of the committee or General
Court and that the said Wells ls discharged from his obligation to appear
before thla Committee next Tuesday.

From the information available it is made certain that in the
movements of his regiment he was left at some point on account
of sickness, and that without any attempt at concealment, and
probably without leave, he came to his home in Plymouth, and .
· under the immediate observation of Colonel Webster, who would
have sent him to the army if such proceeding was proper. When
he was arrested by an outsider Colonel Webster appeared at
Exeter as his friend and advocate, securing a favorable decision
of the committee of safety. Paul Wells was a good citizen and
not a man to evade a duty in peace or desert his comrades in war.
At the expiration of his term of service Stephen Keyes was discharged May 30, 1780, and Benjamin Phillips died in the army
Oct. 19, 1780. In the autumn of this year Colonel Cilley retired
from the service, and the continentals were reorganized in two
regiments, commanded by Colonels Reid and Scammell.
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June 16, 1780, the legislature ordered that six hundred men
be immediately raised to recruit the three continental regiments.
By the terms of the act these men were to serve until the first day
of January, 1781, and were styled "Six Months Recruits." Col.
David Webster was ordered to raise twelve men in the towns of
his regiment. The quota of Plymouth was two, and Peter Keyes
and Samuel Dustin enlisted or were drafted to satisfy the demand.
A few days later there was a call for nine hundred and forty-five
men to serve three months. These recruits were organized in two
regiments, commanded by Cols. Thomas Bartlett of Nottingham
and Moses Nichols of Amherst. They served in Washington's
army at West Point and were discharged in October. The quota
of Colonel Webster's regiment was one lieutenant and nineteen
men.
In the military plans and orders of th~ year the frontiers were
not neglected. :Maj. Benjamin Whitcomb, who had been a lieutenant, captain, and major under Colonel Bedel, was given all
independent command in 1'1'19, and was stationed on the Connecticut River. In April the legislature ordered that sh:ty men
be raised for the defence of the frontiers. The committee of safety
directed Colonel Chase to raise one captain and twenty-four men,
Colonel Webster one lieutenant and eighteen men, Colonel Morey
ono ensign and seventeen men. This company was to servo six
months. The officers were Capt. Samuel Paine of Lebanon, Lieut.
Gale Cole of Cornish, and Ensign David Bradley. Only twentynine men, e."tclusive of officers, were raised.
In June the legislature gave orders for raising two companies
of sixty men each, to join the corps of rangers commanded by
Major Whitcomb. At the same time it was ordered that Ephraim
Stone of Westmoreland be the captain of one company, Jonathan
Robbins of Plymouth lieutenant, and Ebenezer Odell of Amherst
ensign. Mr. Robbins declined, and the company went into the
service with a captain and ensign. Of the other company Samuel
Runnals of Durham was captain, Jacob Elliot of Chester lieutenant, and Nathan Barlow of Stratford ensign. For this service
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the quota of Colonel Webster's regiment was four, of whom Daniel
C. Webster waa of Plymouth.
·
The burning of Royalton, Vt., in October, 1780, was a lament·
ablo event. It was the sad realization of a reasonable fear that
pervaded the frontiers throughout the war. With added years the
events of the incursion have become distorted and the facts enlarged
to our vision by the uncertain lens of tradition. The marauders
were Indians accompanied, not commanded, by one lieutenant,
one Frenchman, and one Tory. It was not an organized military
body. The object of their search was some defenceless settlement,
and they fell upon Royalton, burning over twenty houses and
nearly as many barns, and slaughtered cattle, sheep, and swine.
They murdered two men and carried away about twenty-five captives. The attack was sudden and unexpected, and the inhabitants,
unwarned of danger, failed to combine for resistance. It is stated
that the object of this invasion was the burning of Newbury or
Hanover, and other writers tell us the expedition was fitted out
for the capture of General Bayley or Major Whitcomb. Tho
major at this time was the commander of several companies of
rangers, well armed and all masters of border warfare. If they
inquired where Major Whitcomb was stationed they had another
object in view. To them the conditions in Royalton were ideal,
and there in flame and carnage they declared the tnte object and
aim of the incursion.
The news of the incursion and carnage, borne on the wings of
alarm, was swiftly communicated from town to town, nnd many
companies of militia in this State were marching to the relief of
their brethren in Vermont. The rolls of the companies in service
at this time are not preserved, but the records of many towns
testify to a remarkable and spontaneous muster of men. Never
before at any one time were so many men under anns in New
Hampshire. Very few of the companies reached the scene of
carnage. They were turned back by messengers who gave assurance that the enemy had escaped by retreat. A company from
Plymouth marched for Haverhill and Royalton. In what manner
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the intelligence was brought to Plymouth, the names of the men
in the Plymouth company, and the story of the march may be
transcribed in some sleeping chronicle not now available.
At the election of a legislature for the political year ending in
December, 1781, Francis Worcester was elected to the council
from Grafton County. Four of the six districts or classes of the
county elected representatives. They were Enoch Noyes of Cockermouth, representing the Plymouth class, Moses Baker of Campton
the Campton class, Moses Dow of Haverhill the Haverhill class,
Jeremiah Eames of Northumberland the Lancaster class. The
Hanover class and the Orford class were not represented.
1781. Although a treaty of peace was not promulgated and the
army disbanded until 1783, the war was practically ended with
the surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown, Oct. 10, 1781. The
remainder of the story of Plymouth in the Revolution relates
mainly to the defence of the frontiers and bounties raised for the
continental soldiers and timely provision for the support of their
families.
The call, Jan. 12, 1781, for 1534 men for the continental army,
including those in the service, was subsequently modified, and,
omitting reference to the companies raised for the defence of
the seacoast and Coml"ay, there wero two calls for men during the
year. In April the regiment of Col. David Webster and the four
regiments on the Connecticut River were required to raise two
companies for service in Coos, and in July the remaining regiments were required to raise 650 men to re-enforce the army
whenever called for by General Washington.
In J nnuary of this year Col. Jonathan Chase of Cornish preferred a petition (State Papers, Vol. XI, p. 435) describing the
defenceless state of the frontiers and praying for relief and assistance. In answer to this petition the general court instructed
Colonel Chase and Colonel Morey, whose regiments contained
several disaffected towns, to raise a company of men for their
own protection, to be paid by the State as soon as those and other
disaffected towns pay their State tax, " After which," continues
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the vote, 11 the State will do every thing in its power for their
protection." In a continued proseeution of this policy, in the
vote to raise two companies for the frontiers, it was provided that
the men should be paid by the towns, and the sums so paid should
be deducted from the State tax.
Plymouth remained loyal to the State government, and the
censure expressed in this vote was an incident of location within
a county to a considerable extent enlisted in the Dresden conven·
tiona and the many phases of the Vermont controversy. The first
of the two companies was raised in July, and remained in service
on the frontiers four months. It was commanded by Lieut. Peter
Steams of Plymouth. The roll of the company is not preserved,
but from the retum of Colonel Webster the men from Plymouth
were Jonathan Robbins, Jr., and John Brown. It was in refer·
ence to this company that Meshech Ware, the unwearied chairman
of the committee of safety, wrote to Col. Charles Johnston of
Haverhill: State of
l In Com'.. of Safety.
New Hampshire ~ Exeter Aug"' 10 1781
Sir The com"" have received information that Colo David Webster
has sent on to your care the men he was directed to raise in his Regi·
ment for the defence of the frontiers- if this be the case, you are hereby
requested to send tbem forward immediately to the Upper Coos there to
be placed under the direction of Joseph Whipple Esq. who will on their
arrival see that provision is made for their support- which measure
appears to be necessary as some depredations have lately been committed
by the Enemy in that quarter.
M. Wuas, Preadt.
Colo Charles Johnston.
This may Certify that agreeable to orders Rec'd. from the Authority
State to Raise one Lieutenant & twelve Privates for the defence
of the Frontiers the present year, I have Raised one Lieutenant, namely
Peter Stearns of Plymouth & nine Pl'ivates namely .Jonathan Robbins
Jr and John Brown for Plymouth; John Clifford Jr. & Jason Cross for
Rumney ; John Fellows and Daniel Heath for New Chester; William
PeUy for Alexandria; Winthrop Bagley for Campton; and Jared Willey
for Thornton. -there remains three privates deficient, viz : New Hoi·

ot the
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demess Capt. Shepartt's Quota, two and Cockermoutb, Capt. Kendall's
Qt1ota one, who did not comply with my orders.
The officer and men were raised & ready to march the fifteenth day of
June last.
Plymouth 14,1h Nov. 1781
DAVID WEBST0,

Col0

The company was dismissed in November.
HuaJUIJLL No"r. 8, 1781

To Lieut.:steama commanding a party of the New Hampshire Militia.
Sir- you will on the 12 day of this Instant dismias your men, make
up your Roll and Apply to the State of New Hampshire for your pay.I gil"e you my thanks for your Services.
·
CaARLEB JoHNSTON Lt. Col"'

The other company, raised for the same service and commanded
by Capt. Jacob Smith of Sandwich, did not contain. any men from
this town.
Many of the veterans in the continental service who had
enlisted for three years re-enlisted at the expiration of the oorm
of service, and some of them were assigned to the quota of another
town. The committee of safety adjusted over one hundred contested cases arising from these and other dual claims of the towns.
It was decided that Winthrop Fox, claimed by Campton, and . -··
Nicholas Hall, claimed by Plaistow, should remain on the quota
of Plymouth. Joseph Smith, who had been serving on the quota
of this town, was claimed by Boscawen, Plaistow, and Wentworth.
The town could not withstand the combination, and this soldier
was awarded to Plaistow. David Nevins, Jr., a resident of Plymonth, was hired by Alexandria. Both towns claimed him, but
he was counted on the quota of Alexandria. Starling Heath, subsequently a resident of this town, was claimed by Atkinson and
New Chester. He was awarded to New Chester. After these
adjustments of the quota there were seven Plymouth men in the
continental service. They were James Barnes, Joseph Hobart,
John Phillips, Nehemiah Phillips, Edward Evans, Winthrop Fox,
and Nicholas Hall.
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The veterans of the New Hampshire regiments, worn by ser·
vice and decimated by death, were consolidated into one battalion,
commanded by Liont.-Col. IIenry Dearborn. It is stated in
Kidder's History of the First Regiment that Edward Evans was
discharged in December, 1781. He was maimed by a gunshot
wound in the ankle, and came to his home in Plymouth a short
time before the final discharge of his comrades in June, 1783.
He was pensioned by the State, and subsequently by the United
States. James Barnes died in the service, probably in 1783, and
only a few weeks before the dismissal of the army. The toWJi
records make known, "James Barnes died in the army," but no
date is annexed. He was living in 1782. David Nevins, Jr., then
a sergeant, was discharged in June, 1783, and died near Albany
while returning to his home in Plymouth.
The call issued in June, 1782, for two companies to serve at
Coos, was the last demand for men in which Plymouth was involved. The quota of Colonel Webster's regiment was four. One
of these companies was commanded by Capt. Ebenezer Webster of
Salisbury, to which was joined several men serving under Scrgt.
James Ladd, who was promoted to lieutenant. The other company,
commanded by Capt. Jonathan Smith of Surry, was not filled, but
served with fifteen men until dismissed Nov. 6, 1782. On the
rolls of these companies the residence is stated. The only man
from Plymouth was David Johnson, and the only remaining man
from Colonel Webster's regiment was Zebulon Gilman of Cooker·
mouth. Amos Blood on the roll is credited to Haverhill, but
probably was a resident of this town.
At the annual meeting in March, 1781, a committee of safety
was not chosen. Several good reasons for a failure to elect could
be suggested, but none of them are supported by the records of the
town. In June following an expressive petition was filed with the
selectmen: To tbe Selectmen ot the town or Plymouth, Gentlemen :
We, the Subscribers Inhabitants ot the '!'own of Plymouth, Do conceive it highly Necessary under the present Circum·stances of the Town
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and the critical Sitnation of pnbllc afairs ln these parts, that there be .a
Committee of Safety chosen to take a particular care and inspect all
matters wherein there may be danger of an injury to this Town or to the
public Cause of the United States in General. We therefore desire yon
to call a Town Meeting as soon as mny be to see if the Town chnae a
Committee ns aforesnid, and you will obblige your Humble Petitioners.
Ply month June, 12, 1781
Onesiperous Marsh
Abel Webster
Winthrop Wells
William George
Jncob Smith

Samuel Stearns
James Brown
Josiah Brown
Jona. Robbins
Jotbam Cummings

Joseph Senter
Abijab Wright
Daniel C. Webster
Ebenezer Blodgett.

A town meeting was called immediately and held July 4, 1781.
Colonel Senter was chosen moderator and a committee was elected.
They were Col. Joseph Senter, Capt. Samuel Dearborn, Lieut.
Jonnthnn Robbins, Lieut. James Brown, and Abel Webster.
During the Revolution the scarcity of gold and silver and the
uncertain nnd fading value of paper money invited the introduction of many innovations in methods of business and in the con·
duct of public afiairs. In the progress of this embarrassment the
business of the country in a great measure was limited to barter
trade nn<l an exchange of commodities. The products of the farm
and tbe loom were a circulating medium, and a quantity of com
in the liquidation of debt would pass through many hands. The
State, as conscious as individuals of the scarcity of money, made
demands upon the towns for beef and rum for the use of the
army. Following a demand for 10,000 gallons of rum and 120,000
pounds of beef, the act of Jan. 27, 1781, called for the collection
of 1,400,000 pounds of beef, which was apportioned among the
several towns. The apportionment of Plymouth was 7053 pounds.
Many of the towns raised the tax in money and authorized the
selectmen to purchase and deliver to the collector the required
amount. In this town the tax was paid in beef. The selectmen
l188Cssod tbe tax, expressed in pounds of hoof, upon the polls and
cstntcs. Tbc taxpayers formed classes. Suppose the tax of A
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was 100 pounds and he had a beeve to deliver weighing 500
pounds, A would admit to ~s class 0 and D, whose aggregate tax
was 400 pounds, who paid to A their just proportion according to
the assessment. In this manner the number of classes equalled
the number of beeves turned over to the State in payment of the
tax.
The depreciation of the paper money in circulation, and the
uncertain value of a promise to pay in current funds, was a factor
in town as well as State affairs. The town of Plymouth, March
13, 1~81, voted "to give the towns quota of Continental soldiers,
now in the field and engaged during tho war, each of them, one
yoke of good six feet oxen about six years old, or the value thereof,
in three years from this time or sooner if discharged."
:March 12, 1782, voted, " To give the town's quota of Continental soldiers now engaged during the war fifty Spanish milled
dollars, .to each of them, or the value thereof in addition to what
has been heretofore voted."
April4, 1~82, "Voted to raise forty two pounds towards paying
the towns quota of Continental soldiers that are engaged during
the war entitled to the benefit of the town's vote of March 13,
1781, to give each of them one yoke of good six feet oxen; that
the same be assessed upon the polls and estates in this town in
silver money to be paid in silver money or specific articles of
produce, such as corn grain or peas at the market price; and that
the same be taken out of the said oxen to such of said soldiers
that receive the said pay and receipts for tho same."
It is a feature of the history of Grafton County that the courts
were closed from 1776 to 1782. The causes for the suspension
are attributable to the disturbances incident to the Revolution and
to a division of sentiment during the Vermont controversy. The
Exeter government was conservative and tolerant, and the good
conduct of the people in both sections of the county was a remark·
able exhibition of self-government. The collapse of the union of
the western towns with Vermont presented an opportunity for a
peaceful reorganization of a county administration, which the
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Exeter government accepted. First, in the nature of a proclama·
tion, it was voted, March 19, 1782, that the courts of Grafton
County should be immediately opened and that a term of the
Superior Court of Judicature should be held at Haverhill in
October of that year. Eight days later the legislature appointed
Samuel Emerson of Plymouth chief justice and Enoch Page of
Wentworth, James Woodward and Ezekiel Ladd of Haverhill
associate justices of the Court of Common Pleas. David Webster,
sheriff, and Samuel Emerson, register of deeds, were continued
in office, and soon after Samuel Emerson appears as the county
treasurer. A short time previous to this, after the legislature had
declared a vacancy in the command of the twelfth regiment and
in the office of Judge of Probate, Charles Johnston was appointed
to succeed Israel Morey in both positions. This organization, by
successive appointments and elections, has been continued to the
present time.
To complete the record of the representation of Plymouth in the
house of representatives during the term of the temporary consti·
tution, three legislatures are remaining. New London was joined
to the Plymouth class of towns from 1780 to 1782. In the legis·
lature ending in December, 1782, Francis Worcester was the
councillor from Grafton County, and Joseph Senter of Plymouth
represented the towns of Plymouth, New Chester, Cockermouth,
Alexandria, and New London. The next election was held at
Plymouth Dec. 3, 1782. Under a new arrangement of class,
Plymouth and Rmnney were classed. In the legislature ending
in December, 1783, Francis Worcester was the councillor and
Edward Everett of Rumney the representative. At the short ses·
sion convened in December, 1783, and dissolved by the promu1ga·
tion of the constitution in June, 1784, Moses Dow of Haverhill
was the councillor and Francis Worcester was the representative.
A record of the election Dec. 3, 1782, attended by the voters
of Plymouth and Rumney, is preserved. Daniel Brainerd of
Rumney was the moderator of the meeting. Francis Worcester
was elected a representative, and the meeting was adjourned until
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the twelfth instant. At the adjoumed meeting it was 1.-nown that
Francis Worcester had been elected councillor. The meeting tben
chose Benjamin Goold of Plymouth, who declined, and on a second
ballot Edward Everett of Rumney was elected.
In another connection mention has been made of the service in
the Revolution of Moor Russell, Capt. Adna Penniman, Joshua
Thomton, Solomon Bayley, Starling Heath, Col. Joseph Senter,
and Thomas Nutting, who removed to this town after their discharge from the army.
George Shepard of Canterbury, bom 1741, was taxed in Plymouth 1776, and was hired "to do scouting," but in this service
probably he was not an enlisted soldier. He removed from this
town, and subsequently served in Colonel Scammell's regiment.
He was claimed on the quotas of Canterbury and Boscawen, and
was finally credited to Boscawen.
William Nealey of Exeter, a continental soldier in Colonel
Cilley's regiment, was severely wounded in the face in December,
1777. He was pensioned by the State and subsequently lived a
few years in Plymouth. He was not taxed.
Currier Bamard came to Plymouth, 1784. While a resident of
Amesbury, Mass., he enlisted, April 3, 1778, in Capt. Samuel
Ruse's company of Col. Jacob Gerrish's regiment, and was discharged July 4, 1778. He also served two other enlistments.
Ephraim Chamberlain, who removed to Plymouth, 1824, was a
soldier in Capt. Edward Everett's company, Colonel Bedel's regiment, 1776, and in Capt. Chase Taylor's company, Colonel Stickney's regiment, at Bennington, 1777.
Jonathan Jewett lived in this town a few years, beginning
1781. He served in the Hollis company, commanded by Capt.
Daniel Emerson, at the Ticonderoga alarm in 1777, and in Captain Worthen's company in the Rhode Island campaign of 177S.
Stephen Wells lived in Northumberland four years, removing
to Plymouth in 1777. In addition to the service named in Volume II, it is probable that he served upon the frontiers in one or
more of the companies stationed in the vicinity of Northumberland.
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Winthrop Wells came to Plymouth in 1765. At that date he
was thirty-nine years of ago and was styled a lieutenant. He was
one of the first board of selectmen and was a prominent and useful
citizen. There appears an article in a warrant for a town meeting
held in Plymouth :May 12, 1778, to choose a surveyor of highways
in room of u Lieut. Winthrop Wells who has enlisted in public
service." The town chose Zachariah Parker u in the Rome of
Lcuit. Winthrop Wells who has gon into Public Service."
The Apportionment of 1781,.-At the close of the Revolution,
and in connection with the adoption of a permanent State constitution, tho legislature, in February, 1783, instructed the selectmen of the several towns of the State to make a retum of property
subject to taxation and of the number of polls eighteen to seventyfive years of age. Upon the basis of these returns an apportionment of the State tax was made in June, 1784. The proportion
of Plymouth was .£4 19s. 4d. on every .£1000. Males over seventy
years of age were not exempt from a poll tax until the act of
Feb. 7, 1789. The selectmen of Plymouth, as represented in the
return, reported the number of polls assessed in April, 1783.
PLYMOUTH,

lllth December 1788.

This may Certify that there is Ninety two Male polls upwards of
Twenty one years of Age, paying for themselves a poll Tax in the Town
of Plymouth. There is also over and above said Ninety two, five Solcliers returned home from the Continental service aince the first day of
A(>ril last, belonging to said Plymouth and upwards or Twenty one years
of Age on said ftrst day of April last.
SumzL EHBR80R
} Selectmen
W ASBINGTOH GEORGE

The nnrnes of the five soldiers who retumed to Plymouth were
Edward Evans, John Phillips, Nehemiah Phillips, Joseph Hobart,
and Nicholas Hall.
The ninety-two males enumerated were: Richard Dayley
Stephen Bartlett
Elisha Dean

Ebenezer Blodgett
James Blodgett
James Blodgett Jr.

Thomas Boynton
Josiah Brown
Josiah Brown Jr.
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Daniel Chamberlain
Jotham Cummings
Samuel Drew
Michael Dearborn
Peter Dearborn
Samuel Dearbom
David Durkee
Samuel Emerson
Henry FA"VIng
Joshua Fletcher
Mosea French
Benjamin Goold
William George
WOllam Gibson
William Greenough
James Ha"ill
Tbomu Harriman
James Hobart
Samuel Heath
Joehua Heath
Daniel Heath
George Hull
Moeea Hull
Timothy Ingalls
Jonathan Jewett
Ephraim Keyes
Ephraim Keyes Jr.
Peter Keyea
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Jonas Keyea
· Abicl Lovejoy
Onesipherua Marsh
Samuel Manh
Jacob Marsh
Jacob Merrill
Thomas McCluer
Samuel Morae
John Nevina
Jonathan Penniman
John Porter
Zachariah J>arker
Amos Phillips
Joseph Reed
· Zebadlah Richardson
Jonathan Robbioa
John Bogen
James Ryan
Joseph Senter
David Senter
Edward Senter
Samuel Stearns
Samuel Stearua Jr
Peter Stearns
Edward Smith
Jacob Smith
Nehemiah Snow
John Sipbroi

Joel Taylor
Joshua 'fhornton
Moeee Thurlow
Nathan Ward
Enoch Ward
Isaac Ward
Benjamin ·Ward
Stephen Webster
Stephen Webster Jr.
Da,•id W ebeter
Daniel C. Webster
Abel Webster
N11thaniel Webttcr
Moeee Webster
Winthrop Wells
Benjamin Wells
Paul Wells
Stephen Wells
John Willoughby
John Willoughby Jr.
Francia W orceater
Francia Worcester Jr.
Abijah Wright
Daniel Wheeler
John Webber
Levi Wyman
Nathaniel Wyman
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XII. TilE VETERANS' STORY.

T

O the courtesy of Frank D. Currier, the representative in
congress of the second New Hampshire district, this chapter
is accredited. These copies of the original pension papers, in the
language of the applicant, are drawn from the files at Washington.
The copies, under the direction of Charles C. Wright, were made
by Mrs. Glennie Anne Bartlett Adams. To each of the persons
named the readers of this chapter are indebted. The statements
of the veterans of the Revolution, filed with their applications for
pension, are printed without comment, and they will present the
better and the more eloquent chapter in the story of Plymouth in
tho memorable struggle for independence.

Declaration.
State of New Hampshire l 88
County of Grafton
J • On this fourth day of September A. D.
1882, petsonnlly appeared before the Judge of the Probate Court for said
county now sitting, William Greenough, a resident of Rumney in the
county of Grafton and State or New Hampshire, aged eighty one years,
who being first duly sworn, according to law, doth on his oath make the
following dcclnration, in order to obtain the benefit of the provision made
hy the net of Congress, passed June 7th, 1832. That be enlisted in the
army of the United States in the year A. D. 1775 with Lient. Jotham
Cummings and served under the following named officers. He enlisted
the lntter part or June or the first or July 1776 in the town or Plymouth
in the county of Grafton and State of New Hampshire, in the company
of militia, commanded by Capt. James Osgood In which Jotham Cummings was 2~ Lieut. and Mathew Thornton was 1st. Lieut., for six
months ; in Col. Bedel's regiment and under the command or Gen. Montgomery and servetl as a drummer. He marched from Plymouth aforesaid
to Haverhill, N. H., thence to St. Johns, Canada, and was in the siege
and battle or St. Johns antl at the taking or the same - from thence to
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Longgale & from thence to tho St. Lawrence River to a place called
Leveltree, on an expedition to stop some lh·itisb vessels which bnd 11tarlcd
from Montreal for Quebec and succeeded In the expedition, tho vessels
capitulated and from the last mentioned place be was discharged, to the
beat or bia knowledge the l~t. or December same year, having served on
the last. expedition after the expiration of his term or enlist.ment which
be did at the special request of bia officers, for which service he was
promised a share in the booty should the expedition be successful but
never did receive any of the booty. On his enlistment be received one
dollar bounty. Early in the spring of 1776, be again made his arrangements for entering the service or bia count.ry by letting out his farm &c.,
and enlisted the second time for one year under Capt. William 'l'arlton
under the command of Gen. Bayley, to guard the frontier. He marched
from Plymouth aforesaid, to the best of his recollection, In May 1776,
was stationed at Haverhill, N. H. Newbury, Vt. and the vicinity around.
In thia campaign nothing worthy of very special notice occut'fed. lie
has no documentary evidence ; be never received a written discharge but
was dischArged before officers in person and Ito knows of no person whose
testimony be can procure who can testify to his sel'vices except 'l'homns
Ramsey or Rumney in the county & State aforesaid, who can testify to
his six Diontha' services. He further states that be served his country
faithfully, is now an old, infirm and decrepit man, in very low circum·
stances and has been obliged to appeal for, and is now l'Cceiving his
support from the town or Uumney aforesaid. He further states that in
February 1777, be enlisted into the company commanded by Capt.
William Tarlton, in which Luther Richardson and Jeue Young served
as Lieutenants in Col. Bedel's regiment New Hampshire militia and
served In the vicinity or Haverhill and Newbury aforesaid until be was
discharged the last or March or first or April following, being about one
and one hair month. He now lives in Rumney aforesaid and baa most
ot the time since the Revolutionary war. He hereby l'clinquisbes every
claim whatever to a pension or an annuity, except the present, and be
declares that his name is not on the Pension Roll of any agency in any
State.
Sworn to and subscribed t.he day and year aforesaid.
Witness Edward Webber.
WILLIAII GREEKouoo.
And t.he said Coul't do hereby declare their opinion, that the abo,·e
named applicant was a revolutionary soldier, and served ns he states.
]~UWAIU) WlmUim, Jutlgll or l'robute.
I, Moses Dow Clerk of the Court of Probate aforesaid do hereby
certify, that the foregoing contains tbe original proceedings or the said
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Court, in the matter of the application or William Greenough for a pen·
sion. In testimony whereof I have hereunto act my hand and seal of
office, this fourth day of September A. D. 1882.
MosES Dow.
An amendme1&t to the within <kclaration.
Stnte of New Hampshire l ss. On this 2nd day of April A. D. 1883.
~
personally appeared before the judge of
County of Gmfton
the Court of Probnte for eaid county now sitting, William Greenongh a
resident of Rumney in the county of Grafton & Stnte of New Hampshire,
nged 81 years, who being first duly sworn according to law, doth on his
oath make the following dee!.aration as an amendment to the within
deelamtion in order to obtain the beneftt or the provision made by the
act of Congress passed June 7th 1882. That under his first enlistment
be sen·ed a period not less than six months ; that under his second
enlistment be served out his full term of twelve months commencing
sometime in May 1776 and was discharged in May 1777 ; that under his
third enlistment be served a period not less than one mon\b. He was
born in Newburyport, Mass. in the year A. D. 1751. His birth, u he
hns been told by his mother, is recorded on the town records in said
Newburyport. He refers to the Rev. Noah Nichols, Rev. Edward
Webber, lion. Smnuel Burns, Samuel Bun•ham, Esq., and Capt. Elisha
Smart, all of said ltumney, to all of whom be is well known in bia
present neighborhood and who can testify u to his character for veracity
and their belief or his services as a soldier of the Revolution. 1
Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid.
WILLIAH Gunouoa.
Stntc of Vennont l
Rutland County, ss. J On this 25th day of July A. D. 1832, personally
appeal'ed in open Court before the Judge of the Probate Court or Rutland
Dls't, now sitting, Peter Keyes a resident of tho County of Rutland and
State of Vermont, nged 70 years, who being first duly sworn according
to law, doth on his oath make the following declaration, in order to
obtain the benefit or the act of Congress, passe.t .June 7, 1882. That he
entered tbe service of the United States under the following named
J Affidavits of Rev. Noah Nichols and Samuel Burnham, both of Rumney,
N. 11., are attached to the above amendment. They state their belief in hia
-reracity and that he waa a soldier in the Revolution. The testimony of Thomas
Ramsey, who aerved in the aame company and at the same time aa William
Greenough in hia fil'lt enlietment, aftirme what ie given in the fil'lt declaration
but adds noUtlng to it. Certificate of l'enalon, iuued the 26th of ApriJ, 1833,
and eent to EdwRrd Webber, Rumney, N. II. Inscribed on the roll of New
IJnmpsbire at the rate of sixty.five dollars nnd t.hirty.tbree cents per annum.
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ofDcert, and served aa herein stated. In 1779 he lived in Plymouth,
New Hampshire and in the summer or that year, he waa drafted for three
mon&be and marched to the Upper Coboea, to protect the inhabitant&
against the Indiana and served under Lieut. Chapman who was t.be
ofDcer in command- served moat of the time in acouting- the place of
rendezvous was Stratford. At the end of three months returned home
but received no written diacbarge. In 1780, in June, he enlisted for six
months ln Col. Courtland's Regt. of Light Infantry, New York, CapL
Monroe, LleuL Carter, Ensign Stark he think&- waa passed, mustered
at Amherst- marched to West Point and waa there when Arnold aold
the place- when he went to Kingafeny and croaaed again to New
Jersey, marched be should think about 40 miles in that State, returned
to a place called Soldier's Fortune oppotlite \Vest Point where be was
diacbarged but baa lost hie discharge. He was about 8 miles oil'
when Maj. And...S was hung. He cannot distinguish other regiment&
with which be served. He knew Generals Waahington, Lafayette, Poor
(who died while be was ln service) and many others whose names he
baa forgotten. He baa no documentary evidence but baa the atUdavit of
Robert Forres to prove part of hie services. He waa born at Hollis,
New Hampshire, the 26 Dec. 1761, but baa no record of his age-it
was reoorded in bia father's bible. Sin<.oe the Revolution, be lived In
Plymouth aforesaid until about 85 yeara ago when be moved to Straft"ord,
Vermont, where he lived until 14 yeara ago be moved to Pittaftcld
where he baa alnce lived. He i& known to the &v. John Suddard
and Deacon Fairbanks, who are present, and to moat of tbe people ot
Pittafteld. He hereby relinquishes every claim wbateve~ to a pen11ion or
annuity except the; present and declares that hie name Ia not on the
Pension Roll of the Agency of any State.1
Sworn to and aubtoribed the day and year aforesaid.
R. C. RoYCB, Reg'"r.
PlntrmLD, VT. RU'I'LUD CounT, Feb. 6, 1886.

To the Hon. J. L. Edwards, Commiuioner of Pensions.
Sir- I understand that in consequence or the t'rauda committed upon
the Government by a certain agent in this county, tbe further payment
or pensions in this county are suspended and that it Ia necessary to forward to your ofUce a statement or services &o. I therefore state that I
belonged to the State of New Hampshire when in acrvice and thnt I was
drafted three months and marched up Coneoticut River to the uppermost
l Certiftoate of Pension, iuued Slat of Augnat, 1888, and aent to R. Temple,
Rutland. IIUioribed on the roll of Vermont at the rate of tlliny dolJ&ra per annum.
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settlement on the river u an Indian spy and sened there three monthsthis I think was in 1779. I then enlisted for six months to ftll up the
three years• men's places, under Capt. Munroe in Col. Courtland's regiment. I then marched to W eat Point and stayed there about a fortnight
and then went down the river to Kingaferry and aened out my time in
that vicinity and was discharged at a place called Soldiers• Fortune. I
sened in the whole nine months but was in no battle. My aix months
senice was in the Light Infantry under M. D. Lafayette - while at (I
think Elizabethtown) Gen. Poor died and as I was on sentry I saw his
corpse carried by to be buried and his horae followed the corpse to the
gra,·e without a rider or leader. I resided in this town when I ftrat made
npplication for a pension, and the testimony wu taken before R. Pierpont, Clerk of the County Court, my pension wu thirty dollars per
annum and I drew up to the 4th of Sept. 1884.
Your obt. Servant.

.A.ppllcalion for a tmmfer.

Pnn KEns•

County of Alleghany ss.
On this 14th day of .1\farch 1836, before me, the subscriber, a Justioe
ot tho Peace for the said County of Alleghany, personally appeared Peter
Keytls, who, on his oath, declares that he is the same person who
formerly belonged to the company commanded by Captain Monroe in
the Regiment commanded by Colonel Courtland in tho se"ice of the
United States; that his name was placed on tho pension roll of the State
of Vermont from whence be bas lately removed ; that be now reaiclea in
the State of New York where he intends to remain, and wishes his J)On·
sion to be there payable, in future. The following are his reasons for
remo,·ing from Vermont to New York, viz : - that he baa a eon living in
the town of Eagle in the State of New York and that he removed for the
purpose or residing with him.1
PB'l'n Kzns.
Sworn and subscribed to before me}
tho day and year aforesaid.
LuTHER C. PECit, Justioe &o.
State of New Hampabirv.
GraRon ss.
On this twentieth day of November 1819, J)Ofore me the subscriber,
one of the Judges of the Court of Common Pleas for said County per•
sonally appears Ezekiel Keyes aged sixty years, reaicl«mt in Plymouth in
the said State, who i)Oing by me first duly sworn, according to law, doth,
on bi8 oath, mBke the following declaration, in onler to obtain the pro1
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Ilia name wu Vao8ferred &o the Albany roll.
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vision made by the late act of Coogreea, entitled " An act to provide for
in the 1aod and nav:U senice of the U nitetl
certain pel'IOna
States in the revolutionary war" : That he the said Ezekiel Keyes enlisted on 4:! day of March 1776 in the State of New Hampshire in tho
company commanded by Captain Edward Everett ot the regiment commanded by CoL Timothy Bedel ; that be cont.inoed to sene in the said
corps, or in the service of the United States until the month of December 1776, when he was discharged from senice in Mount lndepeodaocc,
State ot Vermont, that be is in reduced circumstances, and stands in
need or the asaistance ot his country for support ; and that be bas no
other evidence now in his power of his asid services.
Sworn to and declared before me, the day and year aforesaid.1
EzRA. BARTLETT.

engaged

Declaration.
State ot New Hampshire l ·~ Joseph Hobart or Middlesex in the
County of Washington J88. county or Washington and St.o.te or
Vermont, being duly sworn, doth declare, depose and say that, on or
about the ftrst day or January A. D. 1776, be was duly enlisted into the
service of the United States, tor the term of one year and that be belonged to Capt. Everett's company and Col. Bedel's regiment, of the
New Hampshire line and that he sened therein, against the common
enemy for the term one year, as a pl"ivato and until honorably discharged
at Saratoga in January 1777. In January 1777, be again enlisted in
service for the term of during the war and belonged to Capt. Stone's
company and Col. Alexander Scammel's regiment of the New Hampshire
line, and served therein against the common enemy, until about the 6th
day of June 1788 when be was honorably discharged by Gen. Washington at Newburgh, New York. His discharge bas been lost many years.
He further deposes and aays, that be is now, and ever since has been a
citizen of the United States; that be, by reason of his reduced circumetancca, in life, is in need of assistAnce from bis country for support.
JosEI'H HoBART.
Declared, ewora, and subscribed, by tbe above named Joseph Hobart
before me at Montpelier in the county aforesaid, this second day of
April A. D. 1818.1
STEPHEN PITKIN&, Judge of County Court.
AffidAvits by James Hobart And James Hobart, Jr., both of BerJin, Vt.
t

Certificate of Pension, issued the 19th of May, 1820, and sent to Ezra Dart-

lett, Esq., Haverhill, N. lL
• Certificate of Penaion, iuued the 24th of October, 1818, and sent to George
Rich, Eaq., Montpelier, Vt. lnacribed on the roll of Vermont at the rate of

THE VETERANS' STORY.

14:7

Declaration.
I, John Phillips, now of Danville, State of Vermont, County of Caladonia, late of New York, aged 58 years, testify, declare and say that
some time in the month of march in the year ·1777 I enlisted into the
service of the U nlted States in the Revolutionary War for three years but
was returned during the war. I enlisted under Capt. Benjamin Stone
and joined the third New Hampshire regiment commanded by Col.
Scammel and if I mistake not in the year 1778 Col. Scammel was taken
for Aide to General W nshington and the regiment was commanded by
Col. Dearborn. I joined the army at Ticonderoga and was in the retreat
before Burgoyne until General Gates met us and in the battle of 19th of
September I wns wounded in the body with a musket ball and was in the
hospital Albany and (Schenectady?) until I recovered and joined the army
at Valley l<'orgc and in the year of 1778 at the White Plains in a skirmish
I received a wound in my right knee with a bayonet and in the year 1782
I wns wounded in my head and shoulder by a blow with the breech of a
gun and the butt or a bayonet near Pines Bridge in the State of New.
York, when and where I was taken prisoner and confined about four
months in the City of New York and then exchanged and joined the army
nod continued until the end of the war. And further state I am in reduced
circumstances and need the assistance of my Country for support and
that I am a citizen of tbc United States. I further state that I am an
innlicl pensioner of the United States at 14. per month which certificate
I now send on to be gi\'en up if I am placed on tbe list under tbe late
Act of Congress of the 18th March 1818 nt the rate of t8. per month.
I nlso st.'\tc that J made a declaration sometime lnst June in the city of
New York before Judge [word illegible -looks like" Rikin ") but have
receh·cd no return. Fearing that hM miscarried or was not done right
I make this secon(l declaration.

JonK PmLJ.JPS.
Stnte of Vermont l
I, Isaiah Fisk, Chief Judge of Caledonia County
Caledonia County i ss. Court do hereby cettify that it appears to my satJsfnction that the within nnmed John Phillips did serve in the Revolutioneight dollRrs per month. In a second declaration, dated June 29,1820, he states
that he is sixty·three years of age, resides in Middlesex, Vt.; that he is a
farmer by occupation, baa no wife living, and no other means of support but
what labor he ia able to perform ; baa one boy named Charles, eeven years old,
and one girl named Eliza, aged nine years, dependent on him for support.
Joeeph Hobart removed to Salina, N. Y., a abort time before June, 1842, in
order to live with bia children, who had moved there. His name wBB transferred
to the roll of New York.
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ary war as stated in the foregoing declaration, against the common enemy
and I now transmit the proceedings and testimony taken and bad before
me to the Secretary of tbe Department of War pursuant to the directions
of a late act of Congreaa ~ntitled " An act of provide for certain persona
engaged in the land and naval eervit.oe of the United States in the Revolutionary War," which said declaration is made In order to obtain
the provisions of uid act. In teathnony whereof I have hereunto
aet my band and aftlxed the seal of said Court this 27th day or April
A. D.1819.1
Iuu.a FtsK.
Declaration.
State of New Hampshire}
Ou the fourth day of December A. D.
88.
County of Grafton
1889, persona1ly appeared before the subscriber, Edward Webber, Judge or the Court of Probate for said County
of Grafton being a Court or Record, Anna Phillips of Plymouth in said
County of Grafton and who ia a resident of said town, aged seventy fh·e
years, who being first duly sworn according to law, doth on her oath
·make the following declaration in order to obtain the beneftt of the provision made by the Act of Congress passed July 7, 1888 entitled "An
act granting half pay and pensions to certain widows" : That abe is the
widow of John Phillips late of Westhaven in the county of Rutland and
State of Vermont, deceased, who was a private in the war of the revolution and who was a pensioner of the United States in the Vermont
Agency; his pension certificate abc believes was dated July 16, 1819,
and ia signed by J. C. Calhoun, Sec. of War. He was a pensioner to tl1e
period of his death at the rate or ninety six dollars per annum. She
believes be served in Col. Scommel'a regiment in Capt. 'Benjamin Stones
company as abe baa ot\en heard be1• late husband state. She refers for
further proof of her late husband's services in the war of the revolution
to the evidence which abe believes to be on file in the War Department
at Washington, D. C. on which her late husband was pensioned in the
Vermont Agency in July 1819 as befoa:e stated. Sbo further declares
that abe was married to the said John Phillips on the eighteenth day of
December in the year or our Lord one thousand seven hundred and
eighty three as will appear by the affldavit of Jonathan Cummings, Esq.
hereunto annexed. 'fhat her husband the aforesaid John Phillips died on
or about the ftt\eentb day of August A. D. eighteen hundred and twenty
ftve at Westhaven aforesaid as will more fully appear by the affldavit of
John Barna and Isaac Jakway hereunto annexed ; that she was not
l

Certificate of PeDSlon, iaaued the 16th of July, 1819, and sent to Isaiah Fisk,
·

Eaq., Lyndon, Vt.
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married to him prior to his leaving the service but the marriage took
place previous to the first or January, seventeen hundred and ninety four,
viz : - at the time above stated and that abe bas not been married since
the aforesaid period of her husbands decease but is now his widow. 1
ANNA PBILLIP8.

Witn088es } Jt~ward Webber
Jon! Cummings.
Mary L. Spaulding.

to signature

Sworn to nnd subscribed on the day and year ftrat above or before
written. Before me, Edward Webber, Judge of Probate.
An<l I hereby certify that the above named declarant cannot from bodily
inftrmity attend the Court and that she is a creditable witness.
EDWARD

W&BBBR,

J~ge

of Probate.

Declaration.

I, Nehemiah Phillips of Wheelock, county of Caledonia nnd State of
Vermont, aged ftfty seven years, testify and say that in the spring of the
year A. D. 1779, I enlisted into the service of the United States, during
the war, in the New Hampshire line. I went to Exetor to draw clothing;
from thence to New Windsor and North River and the New Hampshire
troops having gone into the Indian Country with Gen. Sullh•an before I
got there, consequently I was stationed there through the summer under
Continental officers, until the Hampshire troops returned late in the fall,
to Danbury in Connecticut, when I joined Gen. Poor's brignde and the
third New Hnmpshire regiment, commanded by Cot. Scammel and Capt.
Ellis' company and we tarried there- through the winter, I remained in
this regiment about 18 months, then I was draughted into the light
infantry of Gen. Marquise De La Fayette and Col. Barbour's Regiment,
Cnpt. Monroe's Company and marched to Virginia and was gone about
one year atul was at the taking of Cornwallis and then returned to S~ml·
togA & North River, joined the New Hampshire regiment again then
commancle<l by Cot. Henry Dearborn. I continued in the New Hamp·
shire line until the war was ended and I was honorably discharged and
my <liscbarge is herewith transmitted. I further say I am in reduced
circumstances and need assistance from my country aud am and ever
have been a citizen of the United States.
N EB&KIAB PHILLIPS.
t Cert.ificate of Pension, issued the 20th day of April, 1840, and sent to Uon.
II. Hubbard, Senate U. S.
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State of Vermont }
Lnoo• April 18th A. D. 1818.
Caledonia
Personally appeared Nehemiah Phillips, signer of
the foregoing deposition and made solemn affirmation to the truth of the
same before me. 1
lu.IAB FrsK, Judge Cal. County Court.
[Copy of dlleharge.]

.
By His Excellency
George W aahington, Esq.,
General and Commander in Chief of the Forces of the
United States or America.

These are to Certify tbnt tho llea1-er hereof Nehemiah Phillips, Private
in the New Hampshire Regiment, having fnitbfully served iu the United
States Four years & Two months aml being enlisted for tho War ouly,
is hereby Discharged from the American A1·my.
Given at Head-Quarters the 7!!!1 June 1788.
G~

wUBlMGTOM.

By His Excellency's
Command,
J. TRUXBULL, Jr. Sec'y
Registered in tbe Books
of the Regiment,
J. BonrroM, Adjutant.
Ha.u>·Quuuaa, June 'I!!! 1788.

[On the back.]

Tbe within Certificate shall not avail the Bearer as a Discharge, until
the Ratification of the definitive Treaty of Peace ; previous to which
Time, and until Proclamation thereof shall be made, He is to be considered as being on Furlough.
GEORGE W A.SUlMGTOifo

Declm·ation.
State of Vermont }
I, Paul Wells, aged sixty eight years, of Barnet
Caledonia County sa. in the county of Caledonia and State of Vermont,
being duly sworn, declare, depose and say that I enlisted into the U oited
States' service on or about the first day of February A. D. 1776, paaaed
muster the 27th of said February, I joined the service or the United
States for the term of one year, that I belonged to Capt. Edward Everett's
company and Col. ~edel's regiment of the New Hampshire line; that
1 Certificate of Pension, issued the 16th day of September, 1818, and sent to
Isaiah Fisk, Eaq., J.yndon, Vt. Inscribed on the roll of Vermont at the rate
of eight dollal'll per month.
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nbout the first of March, snme year, I marched from Plymouth in N.H.
the place where I enlisted in company with some others under command
or Ensign Amos Webster for Quebec. I retreated with that part or the
regiment sent to Quebec to St. Johns where I joined part or the regiment, that went to a place called tbe Cedars, commanded by Col. Bedel
in person. At St. Johns Col. Wait took the command or the regiment,
Col. Be<lel having been taken prisoner at the Cedars. The regiment
nforesnicl continued their retreat to Ticonderoga. After we arrived at
'l'icondcrogn, I. with others of my regiment were directed to join the fleet
on J,nko Cluunplnln under Gen. Antold. I went on board tho vessel,
commamletl hy Capt. Simmons, as a carpenter ; soon after the Lieut. of
1\lnrines wns tnkcn sick and I was ordered to take his place though I
ue\·cr rc<:civecln commission I remained on board said fleet unt.il taken
by the British when I agnin joined my regiment at Saratoga and received
n Lieutenant's pny from the time I entered on board the fleet until the
regiment to which I belonged was discharged on the 29th day of December 17i6 ; at tho time of the discharge of aaid regiment I bad the command or said regiment and discharged the aame by order or Gen. Gates
and received the order to discharge said regiment which I now have in
possession and is herewith transmitted. Col. Wait at this time was
dead and the other field officers had gone home. I rua·ther depose and
say thnt I now am antl ever since have been a citizen of the United
States and from my reduced circumstances and infirmities of [illegibleJ
need the assistance or my country for support.
PA.UL WELLS.
Dcclnred, swont and subscribetl by the above named Paul W eJJs before
me nt Dall\·ille in tbe county aforesaid this 7th dny of April A. D. 1818.
JonM RA.lOUM, Assistant Judge Cal. County Coun.
I, Starling Heath, of Danville In the county of Caledonia and State of
Vermont depose and say that I was personally knowing to Paul Wells,
now of Barnet in enid county, enlisting into the service of the United
Stntes at l,Jymouth in the State of New Hampshire, into the company
commanded by Cnpt. Edward Everett, Col. Bedel's regiment in February
1776 for one year. I also enlisted into the said company and we passt>d
muster at said Plymouth on the 27th day of said February and marched
soon afler to Burlington in Vermont ; from thence said Wells went down
the Lake to Quebec and aner a short stay at Quebec in company with
sal~ Wells, we retreated to Ticonderoga in the State of New York and
at\er a service or ten months we were both discharged together at
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Charlestown, :Maaa. on tbe 29th day of December 1776, and further
deponent aaitb not. 1
STARLING HKATU

Sworn and subscribed before me at Danville in the county of Caledonia
the Uth day of July A. D. 1819.
JoHN RAKKIK, Judge of Cal. County Court.
Declaration.

In order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress, passed June 7,
1882.
State of New Hampshire l
Grafton County
J 88 ' On this seventeenth day of October in
the year of our Lord one thousand eight bnndred & thirty two, personally appeared in open Court before the Judge of Probate now sitting at
Plymouth in and for said county, the Hon. Moor Ru88ell, a resident of
Plymouth In said county, aged seventy four years, who being fil'flt dnly
sworn, according to law, doth on his oath make the following declaration
in order to obtain the benefit or the act of Congrcas, J>aased June 7, 1832.
That be entered the service of the United States under the following
named officers and served as herein stated- viz :-That be on the 18th
day or April in the year of our Lord 1778 at H~verhlll in aaid county of
Grafton where be then resided ; enlisted Into Capt. Timothy Barron's
company of New Hampshire State troops in the regiment commanded by
Col. Timothy Bedel, Lieut. Col. John Wheelock and Josiah Stow, Major,
in the service of the United States (aa continentals as he supposes) for
the term of one year and immediately thereafter entered auld compAny
and served therein as a soldier said term of one year in defence of the
frontiers on and adjaoent to Connecticut River in the Northern part or
New Hampshire & what is now Vermont; and at the expiration of his
said term of service or within a few days tbet-eat\er received payment
therefor in Piert.'e's final settlement notes. That they marched in detachmente in various dh-eotions on said frontiers and were employed in the
occupation and defence of certain forte which were in aaid Htn·erbill; and
1 Certificate of Pension, issued the 2d of Augnat, 1819, and sent to lion.
Wm. A. Palmer, Danville, Vt. Inscribed on the roll of Vennont at the rat~ of
eight dollars per month. In a aeoond declaration at Danville, Vt., the 23d of
June, 1820, Paul WelJe atat.ea &bat he is by ooc:upatiou a carpenter, crippled iu
his left arm, but otherwise lu usual health for hiK years. Ilia family oonaiate of
his wife Rachel Wella, aged 62 - her health being tolerably good for her age.
A very old and muoh torn paper, wbicb appears to be an appointment of Paul
Wells as Second Sergeant iu the company commanded by Capt. ·Edward Everett,
and signed by Jamea Osgood, is filed with his olaim.
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were not engaged with other regiments or troops or ofllcers than those
above named ; that be does not recollect that be bad an written discharge
but was regularly dismissed at the expiration of his said term of one year
antl received payment as aforesaid. That be was born at Litchfield in
enid State or New Hampshire on the 80th day of October A. D. 1757
and bas no record of his age and does not know of any ; that after tbo
Revolutionalj War be resided at said lla,·erbill nnttl the year 1801 when
be rcmove<t to aald Plymouth where be bas resided ever since and now
does. 'l'bat he bas not in his J.l08Resaion any doetJmentalj evidence of
his aaid services but learns from Gen. Moody Bedel of Bath in said
county of Grafton, who was commissary in said regiment, & Ia eon of
said Timothy Bedel, Colonel of said regiment, that be the said Moody
bas the muster roll of said company and regiment on which is his enlistmentor memorandums & evidence thereof and his service. And the said
:&foor Russell names the said Moody Bedel & Jonathan Barron of said
Bath and Noah Moulton of Lyman in said county, persons who were i~
said sen· ice with him & can testify to his said service ; and be names
Col. William Webster and Capt. David Webster, both of said Plymouth,
being in his neighborhood and long acquainted with him, who can testify
to his character for veracity and their belief or ltis services as a soldier
or the Revolution ; and that the clergyman in said Plymouth bas lived
there but two or three years and consequently has had limited acquaintance with him as to his said service which is the reason of his '·not
referring to him. He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a
t>Cnsion or annuity, except the present, and declares that bia name ia
not on the l'cnsion ltoll of the agency of any State.
Sworn to & subscribed tho day and year aforesaid.
Before me Edward Webber, Judge of Probate.
Mooa Rusa&u..
We, William Webster & David Webster, residing in tho said town of
Plymouth and in the neighborhood of the said Moor Russell, hereby
certify that we are well acquainted with the Hon. Moor Russell who baa
subscribed and sworn to the above declaration ; that we believe him to
be seventy four years of age ; that be bas been a Senator in tbe Senate
& a representative in the Legislature of the said State of New Hampshire ; that he is a person of undoubted veracity and ia respected and
believed in the neighborhood where be resides to have been a soldier in
the Revolut.ionary war and that we concur in that opinion.
Sworn to and subscribed
WILLIAil WEBSTER
the day & year aforesaid
DAVID W&BSTBB
Before me Edward Webber, Judge of Probate.
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And the said Court does hereby declare his opinion, arter the inveati·
gation of the matter and o.f'ter putting the interrogations prescribed hy
the War Department, tbo.t \Ito above named applico.nt was o. RevoluLion·
ary soldier and served as be statea and the Court from this certifies that
it appeara to him that William Webster, who has signed the above
certlftcate, is resident In aaid Plymouth & is Pt'G&ident of the Bank there
and the asid David Webster, who baa signed the aame certiflcato, is a
resident in aaid Plymouth, and are both credible persons and that their
statement is entitled to full credit.
EDWAKD WEBBER, Judge of Probate.
I, Moses Dow, Register of ao.id Court of Probate, do hereby certify
that the foregoing contains the original proceedings of the aaid Court in
the matter of the application of Moor Ru88ell for a Pension. In testi·
mony whea-eof I have hereto set my hnnd and the seal of oftlce this
17~ day of October Anno Domini 1832.1
Mosu Dow.
Declaration.
State of New Hampshire 188
County of Grafton
S • On this fourteenth day of Augnst A. D.
1882, personally appeared before the Hon. Edward Webber, Judge of
tbe Court of Probate in and for said county, in open court now slUing,
Joshua Thornton, Eaq., a resident of Lyman in said county of Grafton
and •said State of New Hampabire, aged sixty eight years, who being
flrat duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath make the following
declaration, in order to obtain the benefit of the pa-ovlsion made by the
act of Congress passed June 7th 1882. 'fhat be enlisted in the army of
the United States in tbe year 1777 in Marcb with Lieutenant Pennyman
and served In Capt. Gray's company in Col. Alexander Scammel's regi·
ment, the third I believe in the New Hampshire line under the following
. named oftlcers, in the several services he 1:1erformed all as follows in his
narrative here following, viz:- In 1775 I lived in Uxbridge in Worces·
ter County in Massachusetts. I there enlisted into a company of Minute
meu immediately af'ter Lexington battle in April1775. I marched with
same company to Charlestown, Maas. and there I enlisted for eight
months service into Capt. Wyman's company in Col. Patteraon's regi·
ment and served it out; we were atatloned near Lechmere Point. I was
in no bo.ttles. We guarded a redoubt between Bunker Hill & Mystic
River at the time of the battle of Bunker Hill. I was then very young
but belonged to the music. I was a flfer to tbe company at home antt
1 Certiftoa~ of Penaion, iaaued the lat day of June, 183S, and sent to
Jona. Bliaa, Haverhill, N. H. Inecribed on the roll of New Hampshire •' the
ra&e of forty dollara per annum.
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to Capt. Wyman's also. The fore part of winter I was discharged my
time being out and I returned to Uxbridge to my home. That year in
December or January 1776 we moved to Moultonborough in New
Hampshire and In March 1777, tho 19th, I think, I enlisted with Lieut.
Pcnnyman, with whom I lived, into Ca)>t. James Gray's company in CoL
Alexander Scammel's regiment, Jonathan Caas father of the Secretary
of war was our Ensign; Lieut. Col. Coburn and Major H. Dearborn
were our field officers. I enlisted as a fifer for three years. I joined tho
army nt. Ticonderoga hnviug gone with Lieut. Pennyman there. Our
company were sent to Skeensborough, New York to guard stores and
forwo.t-d communications and we were there when our troops evacuated
Ticonderoga. The main army retreated by land through Hubbnrdton ;
we went to Fort Anne and then to Fort Edward & then to Fort Miller,
then wo united with the main army. Then General Schuyler ordered us
to Halfmoon near tho mouth of the Mohawk & soon after Gen. Gates,
who took the command, marched us back to Bemis Heights or Stillwater
& there and at Saratoga we had t1ro battles with Burgoyne's army and
our Lieut. Col. was killed & Col. Scammel was wounded. After the
cnpturo of Unrgoyne, our regiment and others marched down to the
llohawk anll were stnLioned near the-- falls a few weeks and then we
marched to l'cekskill in New York State on North River and were
stationed there a few weeks. While we lay there, a meeting in our
regiment took place and Capt. Beal was killed by a soldier of our company, one Sanderson, who went from Moultonborough, N.H. and Beal
killed him too. Then we went to the woods in Valley Forge and made
our buts and wintered there in the front line. Then I bad the small
pox and many others, and early in June we marched without tents or
baggage to Monmouth and there fought a battle on a very bot day: We
were detached to the let\ to get round the BriU.ish to their rear; we had
marched that day over a [three words illegible] plain & in the night
some or our recruits fired on each other by mistake and produced much
confusion for a few moments. On the 4th day of July we were at
Bnmswick and celebrated the day for the first time. Then we went
nct'088 North River to White Plains and then to Reading to winter,
where we built buts antl wintered. In the spring or 1779, we recrossed
the North River, went into Pennsylvania to Easton on the Deleware,
then to Wyoming & then up the Susquehanna about one hundred and
ten miles & then crossed over to Tioga Point between Chemung River
and East Branch, we marched all night up the river to surprise a party
of Indians lying at a place cnlled Chemllng, we got there just daylight;
the Indian dogs began to bark ; the Indians fled & we took their
tracks and about four miles above, tho Pennsylvania Brigade under
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Gen. Hand fell in~ an ambush & bad several killed and wounttcd. We
returned ~ Tioga Poin,, tbcre we built a rcttoubt and lcrt our invalids
and heavy baggage and went into the Indian oountry northwest, up
Chemung River to a plaoo called Waoortown & there bad a general battle
with the Indians. The Indians lay in ambush & our Indians diaoovered
it and gave ll8 notice in an open field, the woods before and behind us.
We retreated back to the woods we bad left and then our brigade was
ordered to go to the lert of the Indians to get into their rear and as the
river was on their right, to hem them in. The battle began before we
bad reached their outer rear and some escaped between us & the river
and ran between our regiments and some were kllled and Lieut. M'Auley
of our brigade ~as killed and some others. And then we traversed the
ehore of Seneca Lake and some others and crossed the Genesee River &
destroyed all the Indian towns to Genesee Castle so called. We were
put on half allowance for all the [three words illegible] & were to be paid
for it bot never were. We returned to Tioga Point, then in boats down
the Susqoehannah to Wyoming, then back to our winter quarters at
Reading or Newtown in Connecticut & there wintered, and in the spring
we marched to West Point by Hartford, and eoldier fortune and then on
the dark day I was discharged in May 1780 the 19th I think. Col. Dear·
born signed it I think. I kept it several years. It was an honorable
discharge. I wae made fife Major and had a warrant from the Col. for
near two years of the seven. I have lost that too. I ne,·er so.w Capt.
Gray after we lay at Skeensborougb or at Fort Anne where we had a
battle. Lieut. Pennyman wae our commander arter that and Ensign
Cass Lieutenant to our oompany. Gen. Poor wae our Brigadier General.
Lieut. Caes in the Indian country arter a battle found a large Indian
wounded with a tomahawk in his hand. I was near them. The Indian
said Case wreeted the tomahawk from him & killed him. I
eerved in all this time three years & two mont.blf, the last two months
for Sargent Currier whose place I took by the omcera permission. I
canuot say just bow long I wae ftfe Major but think it about two
years. There are very few of my oompany alive & none that I know of
now bu' there are several of the same regiment, Major Preston then
Sergean' Preston of Rumney, N. H., was out all the three years, also
Smart of Rumney and Keyes of Plymouth & Thomas Currier of Bath,
all of the same regiment, I believe are living & if eo & my name is not
fonnd for all the years, I can prove it by them I think. I was appointed
fife Major when we lay at Valley lt'orge in the beginning of 1178. I baYe
found an ol<\ paper that the Lieut. of our company gave me to show
what pay be bad drawn for me and I subjoin it, also the teatimony oC
Thomas Currier, be being present in Court. He hereby relinquishes
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eYery claim whatc-rer to a pension or an annuity, except the present, and
he declares that his name is not on the pension roll or any agency of any
State.
Sworn and subacribed the day and year aforesaid.
JOSHUA TBORNTOl(.

And the said Court do hereby declare their opinion that the above
named applicant was a revolutionary soldier and served as he statea.1
EnwA.RD WaBBBa, Judge of Probate.

Declaration.
In order to.obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress passed Feb. 3,
1858.
State of New Hampshire, County of Grafton sa.
On this 25 day of April A. D. 1868, peraonall7 appeared before me
AndrewS. Woods, Judge of the Superior Court of Judicature in and for
enid State, Sarah C. Thornton, a resident of Orford in said oount.y, aged
fifty nine years, who being first duly sworn according to Jaw, doth on her
oath make the following declaration, to obt.ain the benefit of an act of
Congress entitled "An act to continue half pay to certain widows and
orphans" pnssed February Sr.!! 1853. That she is the widow of Joshua
Thornton and has been bis widow ever since be died ; that be was a soldier in the Rc,·olutionary war and served as a ftfer in the army ; that up to
the time of his death he was in the receipt of a pension from. the United
States at the rate of eighty eight dollars per annum & that his name was
on the roll of the Concord, N. H. agency for paying pensions in New
Hampshire. She further declares thnt she was married to the said
.Joshua Thornton by Ambrose Porter of Lyman on the let day of lt'ebrnnry A. D. 1880, that her said husband died on the 27th day of July
A. D. 1843, that. she was married to him at the time above stated. She
further swears that she was a widow at the time of the passage of the
said act and is still a widow and that her name before her marriage afore·
enid was Sarah Converse and that she baa not applied for a pension
before.1
SARAH

c. THORNTON.

Sworn to & subscribed before Andrew S. Woods, Judge of the Superior
Court of Juclicaturo for the St.ate
1 Cer~iflcat.e of Pension, isaued the 24th day of Oc~ber, 1882, and een~ to Ira
Goodale, Bath, N. II. Inscribed on the rolla of New Hampshire a~ the rate of
eighty-eigh~ dollars per annum.
• Ceriiftcat.e of Pension, isaued the 24th day of September, 1858, and sent
to},, D. Stevena, Concord, N. H. Inscribed on the roll a' Ute rate of eightyeight dollars per annum.
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.DeclaraUon.

State of Vermont}
On thla fourtoonth day of July 1819, befot'C mo
Caledonia County sa. the subscriber, one of the Judges of the County
Court within and for tbe county aforesaid, personally appeared Starling Heath of Danvllle in said county, aged sixty one, who being by
me Brat duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath make the following declaration, in order to obtain tbe benefit of the provisions made by
tbe late act of Congress entitled " An act to provide for certain persons
engaged in the land and naval service oftbe United States in the revolutionary war" ; That he the said Starling Heath enlisted for the term of
during the war on the 27th day of February A. D. 1777 in Plaistow in New
Hampshire in the company commanded by Oapt. Benjamin Stone of the
regiment commanded by Col. Alexander Scam mel in the line of the State
of New Hampshire on the Continental Establishment and he continued
to serve in said corps, or in the service of the United States until the
month of June 1788 when he was honorably discharged from service in
Newburgh in the State of New York; that he was in the bo.ttles of Mom·
mouth and Kiugsbridge and that be is in reduced circumstances and
stands in need of the assistance of his country for support and tbat he
baa no other evidence now in his power of said services.
Sworn to and declared before me the day and year aforesaid.
Jo&M lkmux, Judge of Caledonia County Court.
I, Benjamin Stone, of Landaft' in the county of Grafton and State of
New Hampshire, depose and say that in the month of February A. D.
1777, I enlisted Starling Heath into my company of infantry in Col.
Alexander Scammel's regiment of the New Hampshire line of which
company I then was Captain ; that be continued to do duty in my company for during the war for which be enlisted & was ·in June 1783 honorably discharged from the service at Newburgh in the State of New
York; that he was a good, faithful soldier.•
BBMJAIIIH STOHB.

Sworn to and subscribed before John French, Justice of the Peace
Affidavit of Joshua Thornton of Lymnn who served in same company,
for Starling Heath, is also attached to his declaration
t Certificate of Pension, i11ued the 2d of August, 1819, and sent to Iron.
Wm. A. Palmer, Danville, Vt. Inscribed on the roll of Vermont at the rate
of eight dollars per month.
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DeclaraJ.ion.
In order to obtnin the benefit of the Act of Congress or the 7Lh July
1888 entitled "An act granting hnlf pay and pensions to certain widows.'•
State of New Ilampsbirc, County of Grntlon as.
On this fourteenth dny of August A. D. 1888, personally appeared
before Edwnrd Webber, Judge of the Court of Probnte for said County
of G1·afton, Eliznheth Heath, a resident of Plymouth, in the County and
State aforesnill, ngcd seventy two years, who being first dnly sworn according to Jaw, doth on her onth make the following declaration in order
to obtnin the hcneftt of the provision mnde by the act of Congress passed
Jul.r 7, 1888 entitled" An act granting half pay and pensions to certain
widows" ; 'l'hnt she is the widow of Starling Heath, late of Cabot in the
County of Caledonia, and State of Vermont, deceased, who wAS a soldier
anll privnte in the wnr of the Revolution ancl was a pensioner of the
United States, as abe believes, under the act of Congress passed in A. D.
1818 and so continued to the period of his death. She refers to the evidence on file In the War Depnrtmcnt for evidence of his services and
officers under whom ho served. When placed upon the pension list be
wns a resident of J>nnvillc in aai(l County of Caledonia and State or
Vermont. She further states that she WAS marrie(l to the said Starling
Heath at New Cheater (now Hill) in said County of Grafton tho thirteenth day of December, one thousand seven hundred and eighty three
by Carr Huse, Justice of the Peace·; that her husband, the aforesaid
Starling Heath died on the twenty-eighth day of October, one thousand
eight hundred and twenty eight at Cabot aforesaid ; that she was not
married to him previous to hie leaving the service but the marriage took
place previous to the first day or January, seventeen hundred and ninety
four viz. at the time above stated ; and that she is still the widow of the
said Starling Heath having never married since said Starling Heath died
AS above stated. She further states that to the best of her recollection,
said Starling Heath enlisted at said New Chester in March 1776 in Capt.
Everett's compnny, and was stationed to guard the frontiers- said enlistincnt she thinks was for one year which he served out and returned
home. Soon Rft.cr his return be again enlisted and eerved during tbe war
but his ofllcers' names abo doee not recollect. For further particulars of
bis services sbe must refer to evidence now on ftlo in the War Department.
Has no documentary evidence.
Witnesses to signature
Edward Webber
Dearborn Perkins

her

ELIZABETH X HzATB.
mark.
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Sworn to And subscribed on the day and year ftrst above written.
Before me- EDwARD W.:BBKB, J Judge or the Court of Probate
l for said County of Grafton.
And I hereby certify that the said applioaut cannot from bodily iuftrmity
attend Court.
EDWARD W EBBBR, Judge of Probate.
I, Samuel C. Heath, of Plymouth in the County of Grafton and State
or New Hampshire, of Jaw·ful age, depose and say that Starling Heat.b,
late of Cabot in the County of Caledonia and State or Vermont, deceased,
died at said Cabot on the twenty eighth day of October, eighteen hundrec.\
and twenty eight. I was present at his death and attended his funeral.
I 1\trtber state that Elizabeth Heath of said Plymouth, wAs the wife and
is now the widow of the said Sta1·1ing Heath and that she bas not married
since the said Starling Heath's decease and that the sAid Elizabeth Henth
is an applicant for a pension.
Aug. 14. 1888.
SAXVEL C. lluTn.
State of New Hampshire}
Aug. 14, 1888, personally appeared
Grafton County
I 88. Samuel C. Heath, who is a credible
witneu and who subscribed the above afftdavit and made solemn oath to
the truth of the above aflldavit.
.
Before me, EDWARD WJ:BBU, Justice of the Peace.
Starling Heath was married to Elizabeth Ladd by Carr Huse, Just.
Peace ; a true copy of the record ,,-ith the exception of the date which is
expressed on the record in fair, legible figures as follows- December the
thirtieth, one thousand seven hundred and eighty three, December 8~
1788.'
Wx. W. PBocroa, Clerk of the town Hill.

Declaration.
State of New Hampshire
Grafton as.
On this sixteenth day of :&lay 1818, before me tbe subscriber, one of
the Judges of the Court of Common Pleas for said county, personally
appears Joseph Homan aged ftfty three years, residept in Campton in
said State, who being by me ftrst duly sworn according to law, doth, on
his oath, make the following declaration, in order to obtain the provision
made by the late Act of Congress, entitled " An act to provide for cer1 Ceniftcate of Pension, iaaued the 7th day of September, 1888, aod sent. to
Bon. Robert Burna, Plymouth, N. H. Iuaoribed on the roll o( Concord, N.ll.,
"' the rate of eighty doUara per aouum.
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tain persona engaged in the land and naval service of the United States
in the revolutionary war." That be, the said Joseph Homan enlisted in
April 1781 in the State of New Hampshire in the company commanded
by Capt. Ellis of the first New Hampshire regiment commanded by Col.
Soammel, Col. Henry Dearborn and Major Scott; that be continued to
serve in the said corps, or in the service or the United States, until tbe
20th Dec. 1788. when be was discharged from service in West Point
StAte of New York ; that he was in several battles and that he is in
reduced circumstances, and stands in need of the assistance of his
country for support; that be bas no other evidence now in his power or
his sai<t services.
Sworn to and declared before me, the day and year aforesaid.
EzRA BARTLETT.

[Copy of Joeeph Homan'• dl~eharge.)

By the Honourable Michael Jackson, Esq., Brl. General Commanding
the Garrison of West Point and its Dependentcies.
These are to certify that the bearer, Joeeph Homan, Soldier in the
N. Hampshire Line is honourably Discharged from the American Army.
Given under my hand, Garrieon West Point, Dec. 20th, 1783. 1
M. J ActtSOK, B. General.
Registered in the boob
or the Regiment.
J. An.uu, Adj.
Ezra Bartlett,_Eaq Haverhill

Declaration.

State of New Hampshire l
Grafton County ss. j
On this seventh day of August in the year or our Lord eighteen bun<lred and thirty eight, personalJy appeared before the Court of Probate
of Willa &c. within and for said county, holden at Plymouth in said
county, tbe anme being a Court of Record, Sarah Homan a resident of
PJymontb in said county, aged seventy three years, who being first duly
sworn accoa·ding to Jaw cloth on her oath make the following declaration
in order to obtain the benefit or the provision made by the Act of Congress passed July 7, 1888, entitled "an act granting half pay and pensions to certain widows!' That she is the widow of Joseph Homan,
who was a private in the Revolutionary army in the New Hampshire
line as this applicant understood and to the beat of her knowledge and
belief served in Capt. ElUs' company in the let N cw Hampshire Regi1 CerWlcate of Pension, issued the 18th of March, 1819, and eent to Ezra
Bartlett.
VOL.L-11
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ment commanded by Colonel Dearborn and others and lett the service December 20th 1788 being discharged then by Brigadier General
Michael Jackeon commanding the garrieon at Weat Point and ita dependencies, that tlala applicant baa no means or stating time when said
Joseph entered said service or how long be remained in it, that he entered
it aa abe believes at Kingston In New Hampshire, that she doea not know
whether he was drafted or was a volunteer or substitute, the battles, if
any, he waa engaged to or the country through which he marched. That
be was a revolutionary penaioner at the time of his decease and reside<\
at the time of his cert.illcate in Campton in said county of G rnl\on. She
further declares that abe waa married to the said Joseph Homan at said
Kingston on the fourteenth day or May in the year of our Lord 1789,
that her hnaband the aforesaid Joseph Homan died at Warreu In said
county or Grat\on on the second day or February Anno Domini 1880that abe was not married to him prior to his leaving the service but the
marriage took place previous to the first or January seventeen hundred
and ninety four, viz.- at the time above stated.
SARA& IIOKA.H

Sworn tO and anbacribed on the day and year as above written. before
EDWARD WEBBER, Judge or Probate.1

Declaration.
State of New Hampshire } ss.
County of Grafton .
On this fourth day of September personally appeared before the Judge
or the Court of Probate for said county now sitting, Samuel .Morse, a
resident of Plymouth in the county or Grafton and State of New Hamp·
shire, aged eighty two years, who being first duly sworn, according to
law, doth on his oath make the following declaration, in order to obtain
the benefit or the provision made by the Act or Congress, paaaed June
7th, 1882, That be enlisted in the service of the United States onder
following named ofllcers and served as be states (to wit) That in April
1776 at Cheater in the county of Rockingham and State aforesaid, be
volunteered in the company commanded by Capt• .Moses Baker or Candia,
N. H. on hearing of the battle or Lexington anc\ immediately marched
toward said Lexington- When he arrived at .Medford, )lass. they found
the enemy had returned to Boeton and be wna there stationed (Medford)
and in the vicinity for one month when be was discharged and rctua'Ded
bome to said Cheater. Soon after arriving here and among the ftrat of
the troops enlisted, be again entered the service or the United States by
1 Certificate of Pension, iaaued April 6, 1889, and aent to N. P. Rogers, Eaq.,
Plymouth.
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voluntary enlistment at enid Chester for eight or nine months, be fa not
positive which, in the company commanded by Capt. Hutchins of Hampstead, N. H. in Col. Reed's regiment, N. H. mllit.ia and served faithfully
the full term of his enlistment in the vicinity of Boston, Mass., during
which time the ever memorable Battle of Dunker Hill was fought in which
be was engngcd anll took an active part. At the expiration of his term
of enlistment be was honorably discharged and returned to said Cheater.
Jn the year 1776, the last of August or first of September, he again
enlisted for tbt·ee months in the company commanded by Capt. Runnels
ot Derry, N. II. nnd wns o.ttnched to tho regiment commanded by Col.
Taab, marched to Fishkill, N. Y. where be was stationed about one week,
thence went to Peekskiln, N. Y. where be served out his full term of
enlistment and was discharged nod returned home to said Chester. The
battle of White Plains happened soon after be went to (word torn from
paper) Gen. Washington commanded. In the year 1777, about the last
of August or first of September, at Plymouth aforesaid be volunteered
on an e:s:pedit.ion to stop Gen. Burgoyne, with others and started with a
determination to take him at any rate. On this expedition be was in the
company commanded by Capt. Willoughby. He marched from said
Plymouth to Saratoga, N.Y. and served in said expedition until after the
surrender or Burgoyne (Oct. 17th. 1777) when be was discharged and
returned to said Plymouth, having served in this last expedition a litt.le
short. or t.wo months. In tbe whole of his service, he has served, be
thinks, about fourteen or fifteen months, not posit.ive which as be cannot
say posit.iveiy whether his enlistment in the vicinity of Boston was eight
or nin'e months. He baa no documentary evidence, never recei\'ed any
but n verbal discharge. Since the Revolutionary war be has lived in said
l,lymouth where be now lives. He was born 1760 at said Chester, doea
not know of any record of his age. He hereby relinquishes every claim
wbnte\·er to a pension or an annuity, except tbe present, and he declares
that his name is not on the Pension Roll of any agency in any State.
S"oro to nod subscribed the day and year aforesaid.
S.A.JIUEL MORSE.

Ancl the said Conrt do hereby declare their opinion, that the above
named applicant was a revolutionary soldier, and served as be states.
EDwARD WEBBER, Judge of Probate.

Amendment to the within Declaration.
State of New Hampshire l
Connty of Grafton
J ss.
On this 2~1 clay of April1888, personally appeared before tbe Judge of
the Court of Probate for said county now sitting, Samuel Morse, a resi-
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dent of Plymouth in the county of Grafton and State of New llampsbire,
aged 82 yeal'8, who being ftrst duly sworn, according t.o law, doth on his
oath make the following declarat.lon as an amendment. t.o the within, iu
order to obtain the benefit. of the provision made by the Act of Congress
paaeed June 7th, 1882, (to wit) That under hie aeoond enlietment be
sen·ed a period not leu than eight months which term be served out
onder the within named oftlc:el'8. He refel'8 to the Rev. Ebenezer Blodgett,
Solomon Bayley, Col. William Webeter and D. M. Roseell all of Plymouth
aforesaid, to all of whom be is known in bla present neighborhood and
who can testify to his character for veracity and their belief of his
aemcea .. a soldier of revolution.
Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid.1
SAMUEL

MonaL

(The testimony of Ebenezer Blodgett and Solomon Bayley is attached
to this amendment and is simply a repetition of the above statement.]
State of New Hampshire }
Strafford ae.
On tbla 24!!! day of April A. D. 1818, before
me the subscriber one of the J udgea of the Court of Common Pleas for eaitl
County, personally appears Adna Penniman nged sixty two years, resident
ot the town of Moultonborough, County and State aforesaid, who being by
me ftrst duly sworn acoording to law, doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the provision of the late act of Congress
entitled " An act to provide for oert.aiu persons engaged in the land ant\
naval servioe of the United States in the Revolutionary War": That be
the said Adna Penniman in the month of April 1775 enlisted as a private
soldier in said eervioe in the town of Uxbridge, State of .Massachusetts,
for eight months in the company commanded by Ca()t. William Wyman
and regiment commanded by Col. John Patterson and Maaeachusetta line ;
that he continued to serve in said corps as aforesaid until December 1776
when he was dismissed at Cambridge, State of }lassachueetts. And on
the eigbt.b day of November 1776 be was commisaioned and entered the
aforesaid aervioe ot the United States as a second Lieutenant in the company commanded by Capt. James Gray and regiment commanded by Col.
Alexander Scammel, New Hampshire lloe; tbat be continued t.o do duty
as enid second Lieutenant until the first day of .May 1778 when be took
rank and did the duty as a first Lieutenant in said regiment and on the
16th day of June 1779 be was oommisaioned and that be continued to
serve as a commiesioned o1Dcer as aforesaid in the continental eervioe of
the United States In the war aforesaid from November 1776 until aometime in the year 1781 when be was deranged as a supernumerary o1Doer
s Certiftca&e of Pe111ion wu iaaued the 26th day of September, 1888, and
to Edward Webber, Rumney, N.H.

~ent

THE VETERANS' STORY.

165

and dismissed at a place called Soldie1'8 Fortune in the State ot New
York until called for and that he was never called for afterward ; that be
was in both battles at Fort Anne and both at Stillwater in 1777, in Mommouth in 1778 and at Newton in 1779; and tbat be Is in reduced circumstam~es and stands in need or the assistAnce or his country for support.
Sworn to and declared before me the day and year aforeaaid. 1
WILLIAM B4DGBL

[Aflldavlts by Nathaniel Shannon and Jonathan Richardson of Moultonborough for Adna Penniman.]

Filed with Adna Penniman's papers is a badly tom document
which appears to be his commission, by Congress, as Second
Lieutenant in Captain Gray's company in the Third Battalion
of New Hampshire troops commanded by Col. Alexander Scammell. It is dated Nov. 8, 1776, and signed by John Hancock.
The following are copies of two other papers filed with his
claim:" I Adna Peniman ~ Lieut. in the 8~ N. Ham. Regt. do acknowledge
the United States of America to be Free, Independent and Sovereign
States, and declare that the people thereof owe no allegiance or obedience
to George tho Third, King of Great-Britain ; and I renounce, refuse and
abjure any allegiance or obedience to him ; and I do swt'ar that I will, to
the uttermost of my power, support, maintain and defend the said Uni\ed
States ngaiust the said King George the Third, his heirs and successors,
nncl bis or their abettors, assistants and adherents, nod will serve the
said United States in the office of Second Lieut. which I now hold, with
fidelity, according to the best of my skill and understanding.
ADNA PBNNIJU.l(.

Sworn before me Camp
Valley forge Mny 15, 1778.
ENocn Pooa, B. GeneraL
The United States of America iu Congress Assembled.
Gen~ Greeting, We, Reposing especial trust and
conftdenoo in your Pntriotism, Valour, Conduct and Fidelity, Do by these
presents constitute and appoint you, to be a Lieutenant in the third New
Hampshire Regiment in the Army of the United States, to take rank as
such from the 1~ day of May A. D. 1778 ; You arc therefore carefully and
<liligently to discharge the duty of a Lieutenant by doing and performing

To A<lna Penniman

1 Certificate of Pention, iSBned the 6th of March, 1819, and sen~ to William
Badger, Esq., New Hampshire. Inscribed on the roll of New Hampshire at
the rate of twenty dollara per month.
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all manner of things thereunto belonging. And we do strictly charge and
require all Officers and Soldiers, under your command, to be obedient to
your orders, as Lieutenant And you are to observe and follow such
orders and directions, from time to time, as you shall receh·e from this
or a future Congress of the United States or Committee of Congress for
that purpose appointed, a Committee of the States, or Commander in
chief for the time being of the Army of the United States, or any other
your superior Officers ; according to the rules and discipline of war, in
pursuance of the trust repo~etl in you. 'fbis Commission to continue in
force until revoked by this, or a fntnre Cong1-esa, the Committee of Congress before mentioned, or a Committee of States.
Witness his Exoelloncy John Jay, F..sq. President of tho Congress of
the United States of America, at Philadelphia the 26'.!' day of June 1779,
and in the third year or our Independence.
JonNJATEntered in the War Office
and examined by the Boa1-d.
Attest
P. ScULLS, Secretary of the Boal'cl of War.
The declaration of Bruce Walker, who married ::Mehitable Currier (see Vol. II), states that he enlisted at Concord, serving in
Colonel Baldwin's regiment, 1776; also in Captain Bowman's
company at Portsmouth, one month, early in 1777; also served in
Colonel Senter's regiment at Rhode Island from :May 1, 1777, to
Jan. 1, 1778. Following his death his widow was a pensioner. It
will be noted that her papers were drawn by Governor Berry.
State of New Hampshire.
Grallon County sa.
On this twenty eighth day of February, one thousand eight hundred
and forty three, personally appea1·ed before me the subscriber, one ofthe
Judges of the Court of Common J>leas within and for tlto county of
Grafton aforesaid, Mehetlble Walker, a resident of tl1e town of Hebron
in the county of Grafton and State of New Hampshire, aged eighty one
years, who being ftrst duly sworn according to law, doth on her oath
make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the provisions made by the Act of Congress passed July 7th, 1888 entitled
" An act granting half pay and pensions to certain widows " and joi~t
resolution passed Ang. 16th 1842 oxtenrling the provisions of said act.
That she is the widow of Bruce Walker who was a private soldier in tJ1o
war of tbe revolution and waa at the time of hie death a revolutionary
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pensioner of the Unitc<l States under the Act of Congress poased June
7th 1882. She has uo documentary evident.-e to prove his servicct but
respect.fnlly refers to the declaration and testimony furnished to the War
Dcpnrtment. hy her enid husband in support of his clnim to a pension, to
support her own claim. She further <leclnres that she was married to
the said Bntce Walker sixty two years ago Jut September by the Rev.
?tlr. Walker of Concord In the County of Merrimack and State aforesaid.
That her husband the aforesaid Druce W alk,er died on the twenty seventh
dn.y of July, one tbousand eight hundred nnd forty and that she hns
remained a widow e\•er since that period as will more fully appear by
reference to the proof hereto annexed.
MBBETIBL&

WALJt&R, 1

Swon1 to and subscribed on the day and year above mentioned.
Defore me
N. S. Dttnar, Justice of the Court of Common Pleas.
I hereby certify that the said applicant by reason of bodily inllrmlt,r
cannot attend Court.
N. S. Bttaay, Justice of the Court of Common Pleas•

.Declaration.
In order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress of the 7th of June,
1832.

State of New Hampshire ~ 88.
County of Grnfton 5
On this fourth <lay of September, personnlly nppeared before the Judgo
of the Court of Probnte for saicl county now sitting, Solomon Bayley a
resident of Plymouth in the count.y of Grafton and State of New Hampshire, nged se,·enty se,·en yenrs, who being first duly sworn according to
l1uv, doth on his oath make the following cleclarntion, in order to obtain
the benefit of the provision made by the Act of Congress, passed June
7th, 1832. Thn.t he enlisted in the service of the United States qncler
the following named officers and served as herein stated (to wit) : that in
April 1775 at New Salem (now Salem) He volunteered under Capt.
Woodbury, on receiving the expre88 ofthe batUe of Lexington, & marched
to that place (Lexington) and served in said Woodbury'• company of
militia about two weeks during which time he was not attached to any
regiment; was then discharged and returned home to said Salem in the.
county of Rockingham and State aforesaid. He again volunteered the
t She was a peoaioner under the acta of July 7, 1888, March 8, 1848, and
Feb. 2, 1848.
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laat of June or flrat of July 1776 at eald Salem on an alarm and marched
t.o old Salem, Maaa. and served about one week when he was discharged
and returned home to aaid New Salem. In the year 1775 in the first
part of October at said New Salem be enlisted for three months in the
company commanded by Capt. Webeter of Plaistow, N.H. Meaars Gile
& Wheeler were Lieutenant& in said company, and marched drst to
Winter Hill near Boeton where he wu stationed under the command of
Col Stark about two weeka ; thence be marched t.o Cambridge, Mass.
and there joined the Connecticut troope under the command of Col.
Brewer where be served out hie tull term of enllatment and waa diacharged.
Be again immediately enlisted under the aforesaid officers for six weeka
u more troopa were expected on in that time but in consequence of the
troopa not arriving eo aoon aa they expected, he served under the laat
enliatment two months when be waa discharged and returned to said New
Salem, having aerved in the two laat terms five months. In the year
1777, the laat of June or first of July, be enlisted again at Hopkinton,
Merrimack County, State of N. H. in a company of militia commanded
by Lieutenant Dow or said. Hopkinton and marched to Ticonderoga
through Charleston then called No.4 and aerved in aaid expedition two
weeks when be waa discharged and returned to said Hopkinton. About
the middle of July 1777, at said Hopkinton, he again enlisted in the
company commanded by Ca(Jt. Joahua Bayley of said Hopkinton, for
three months and marched with his company immediately for Manchester,
Vt. where be was atationed about two weeks; thence be marched to
Bennington, Vt. and waa in the memorable battle of Bennington (Aug.
1777); thence he marched to Stillwater where and in the vicinity, be
served out hie run term or three months, waa diacharged and returned to
Hopkinton aforeaaid. In the laat expedition he waa attached to the
regiment command~d by Col. Stickney of Concord, N. H. and under the
command of Gen. Stark. Measra. Bowman and Farnum were Lieutenant& in his company. In the whole be baa served his country faithfully
a little over nine montha to the best of his recollection. He never received
any but verbal discharges, baa no documentary evidence aud knows of
no person whose testimony be can procure who can testify to his services.
Since the war of the revolution, be baa lh·ed in aaid Hopkinton and in
Plymouth aforesaid and for more than forty years, laat part in said Ply·
mouth where he now lives. He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever
to a penaion, or an annuity, except the present, and be declares that his
name is not on the Pension Roll of any agency in any State.
Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid.
SOLOXON B.&.TLBY.

-
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And the said Court do hereby declare their opinion, that the above named
applicant was a revolutionary soldier and served as be state..
EDWARD WBBBBB, Judge or Probate.
I, 1\loecs Dow, Clerk or the CounofProbate aforesaid do hereby certify
that the foregoing contains the original proceedings or the said Court, in
the matter of the application of Solomon Bayley for a pension. In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal or oftlce this fourth
<lay of September A. D. 1882.
Mosu Dow.

Amendment to the toithin Declaration.
State of New Hampshire}
On this second day of April A. D. 1888,
County of Grafton
ss. personally appeared before the Judge of.
the Court of Probate now sitting, Solomon Bayley, a resident of Plymouth•
in tbe county of Grafton and State of N. H., aged 78 years, who being
first duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath make the following
declaration as an amendment to the within declaration, in order to obtain
the benefit of the provision made by the Act or Congreas passed June 7th
1882 (to wit). Under the ftrst enlistment or volunteering, be serve<l
under the within named Woodbury a period not less than two weeks.
Cnpt. ]l;nton from Haverhill, :Mass. commanded a company of militia at
the same place and time ; there were other companies but be does not
recollect otl1er officers so as to give their names. The 2"" time be voluntccre<l was on an alarm occasioned by several British vessel11 lying
ncar old Salem but by reason of old age and the consequent loss of
memory be cannot recollect to give the names of his officers but recollects that Thomas llaniman, Thomas Bayley and others from said New
Salem volunteered aml went with him and in this last expedition he
served a lleriOil not less than one week. Under the two next enlistments
be sen·ed a period not less than five months and under the omcers within
named. Under the next enlistment in which be served onder Lieut. Dow
on arrMng or about the time hie company arrived at Fort Ticonderoga,
the Fort was given up and abandoned and he with his company immediately joined the retreat and after serving a period not less than two
weeks, be was discharged. Generals Schuyler & Sinclair commanded at
Ticonderogo. Under his last enlistment he served a period not less
than three months and under the officers within stated. By reason or
old age and the consequent loss of memory he cannot state very particular but he ser,·ed at least a period not lese than nine months and one
week. He was born in Haverhill, Mass. 1755, Feb. 11th; the record of
his ngc is on the town record in enid Haverhill as he believes and also
heard from his brother who saw it on said records as hia brother told
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him. He refers to the Rev. Ebenezer Blodget, Samuel Morse, Samuel
Webster, Esq. Bon. Moor Russell and Samuel Morse, Jr., all of SAitl
l~lymoutb, to all of whom be is known in his present neighborhood and
who can testify as to his clunacter for veracity aod their belief of his
services as a soldier of the Revolution.
Sworn to and subscribed the day ,nd year aforesaid.1
SoLOKOH B.&.YLEY.
[Aftldavits by Ebenezer Dlodget and Samuel Morse, stating their
belief that he was a soldier in the Revolutionary War, are attached to his
declaration.]

Declaration.
New Hampshire State.} On this fourteenth day of November Anno
Domini eighteen hundred and thirty ftve perCounty of Grafton
sonally appeared in open court before the Justice of the Court of Common
Pleas for said State now sitting, Samuel Kimball, a resident of Plymouth
in the O<?unty of Grafton aforesaid, aged eighty years, who being. first
duly sworn, according to law, doth on his oath make the following
declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of CongrcBB pasaetl
June 7th 1882. That he enlisted into tho &el'Vice of the United States
umler Capt. John Cnlfe of Hampstend in the County of Rockingham in
said State of New Hampshire in the month of August or September in
the year 1775 at Portsmouth in said county of Rockingham- An ala 1m
was made that the enemy were about landing nt Portsmouth, news of it
reached Newtown in said county of Rockingham where ti1is applicant
then lived, that he volunteered, went to Portsmouth and there enlisted
for a short period under said Calfe or Calef, assisted in erecting a breast
work on Great Island and remained in said service about three weeks.
That in the last of June or early part of July in the year 1776 the snid
acclaimant again enlisted into said se"ice at Newtown afm"e&aid and
immediately repaired to Chester in said county of ltockingham where a
company was organized under Capt. David Qnimby of Haniker, Lieut.
Webster of Kingston and Ensign Gile of Chester, from Chester said
company and this acclaimant marched to Charlestown, N! 4, in the
county of Cheshire in aaid State, thence to Fort Independence on Lake
Champlain where be se"ed until tho last of November of that year, was
dismissed at said Fort and retumed home to Newtown having served
Ave months. That in August or September in the year 1778 he again
1 Certificate of Pension, lsaned the 25th day of April, l8ll8, and sent to
Edward Webber, Rumney, N. ll. Jnsc1ibed on the roll of New Hampahire
at the rate of t.wenty-sbt dollars and thirty-three cents per annum.
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enlisted at Amesbury, a town adjoining said Newtown, into a company
commanded by Capt. Clark of Newbury Port, Lieut. French of Salisbury
and Ensign John Patten of Amesbury for three months or ninety days,
said company and this acclaimant proceeded to Rhode Island and joined
the army under General Sullivan and served there till near the last of
said last mentioned term of enlistment when be was dismiBSed ·and returned home to Newtown. That in all these several serviCes be was a
volunteer, was not in any engagement, was not in the retreat from Uhode
Island having been drafted with some others a few days previous to man
the bonts nt Bristol J.t'erry be thinks in the transport of baggage.
Thinks the regiment to which he belonged was commanded by Col. 'fit~mb, that in his services at Fort Independence be was under General
Gates, Col. Wingate and Lieut. Col. Connor ancl Major Baker. That
he knows no person Jh·ing by whom be can prove his service or any part
or it and thnt he has no documcntnry evidence thereof. That be was
born at enid Newtown on the ninth dny or April in the yenr 1755, bas no
record of his age, had once a book of accounts belonging to his father in
which his birth wns recorded which has long been lost or destroyed.
That be lived when called into the service at the places aforementioned,
that atl.er his last sen·ice aforesaid be resided in Newtown about seven
years, thence to Amesbury where be resided one year, thence to Salisbury in l\Iassachusctts where he resided three years, thence to Southampton where be resided seven years, thence to Andover in New Hampshire
where he residert twenty nine years and removed thence to Plymouth in
said county of Grnl\on where he has ever since resided and now lives.
Thnt he nc,·er to his recollection received any written discharge from the
sen·ice. St:ttcs the names of Elijah Blaisclell, ]<::Squire & Humphrey
"' ehst<>r, the latter of Plymouth, the former of Lebnnon in said county
of Grnfton now att.endlng said court ns solicitor or enid county to whom
he is known, who cnn testify to his chnractcr for \'eracity and their belief
of his scr,·itoes M a soldier or the Revolution. Thnt be resides about
four miles distnnt from the clergyman of Plymouth in a [word illegible]
pnrt of the town and having remained a good deal at home is not well
ncqnnintcd with him. lie hereby relinquishes any claim whatever to a
pension or annuity except the present and declares that his name is not
on the Pension roll of the agency of any State.
SAMUEL KnmA.LL.

Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesald. 1
NATIIAN B. FELTON, Clerk ofaaid Court.
I Certificate of Pension, iBBued the 9th day of May, 1886, and sent to Bon.
Robert Burna.
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(The &ftldavita or Elijah Blaiedell and Humphrey W ebater in support
or Samuel Kimball are attached to his original declaration. '!'bey stato
their bellet that Samuel Kimball was a soldier ot the Revolution, but give
no information.]

Edward Evans was a pensioner. The evidence in his case was
destroyed in the fire of 1814.
David Nevins, Jr., died immediately after his discharge. In
an application for bounty land, his heirs prove his service and
death, but present no fact not stated elsewhere.
Nicholas Hall was a pensioner, and his declaration confirms the
statements made in the former chapters. He was hom in Haverhill, Mass., and in 1820 was fifty-eight years of age. His family
in 1820 consisted of a wife, Mary, aged fifty-four, and a daughter,
Emily, aged twelve years. After the war he lived a few years in
New Chester and subsequently in Chateaugay, Franklin County,
N. Y., where he died Sept. 6, 1831. The papers represent that
he was married by Ebenezer Webster, Esq., in Salisbury, to
Mary Sanborn March 29, 1784. She was a pensioner and was
living 1839.
Nahum Powers removed from Plymouth to Haverhill, and soon
after to Newbury, Vt. In the Vermont Revolutionary Rolls he
is credited with service in Capt. Nehemiah Lovewell's company,
of Colonel Wait's battalion, from July 1 to August 10, 1781, when
he was taken a prisoner. The company remained in the service
until late in November, 1781.
In an application for a pension Nahum Powers recites his
earlier service, and continues: " That in the year 1781, he again
enlisted under Capt. Nehemiah Lovewell for the term of eight
months and was attached to CoL Benjamin Wait's regiment, that
on the tenth day of August, 1781, he was taken prisoner by the
Indians on Hazen's road near Lake Champlain and was taken to
Quebec and exchanged on the seventeenth day of May following."
The State of Vermont paid him, Oct. 24, 1782, £23 01. 4d.
for a gun and clothing lost and for service from date of enlistment
to June 22, 1782. In 1818, when he made application for a pen·
sion, he was living at Schlasser, N. Y.
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XIII. REVOLUTIONARY DOCUMENTS.

O

RIGINAL documents are the fundamental material of his-

tory. The voluminous files of original papers preserved in
the office of the Secretary of State contain a considerable number
of )etters nnd miscclJanoous papers of the Revolutionary period
relating to men and affairs of Plymouth. Some of these docu·
ments have been presented at length in former chapters, and others,
possibly of equal interest, are reserved for this chapter.
The original of the following letter is in the files of the town
clerk of Plymouth.
To the Selectmen or the Town of Plymouth
Gentlemen.
As your Representative in Provential Congress, I am to
acquaint yon that by orders or Congress it is Recommended & Desired
that your sni<l Town or Plymouth meet & choose a sutable person or
Agent to meet with the severn) Agents of the adjoining Towns (which
meeting or snitl Agents I appoint to be held at the Court House in
1.1nid Plymouth on Friday the 23'1 I natant at one oclock, allemoon,
then & there when meet to appoint & choose sutable persons to serve
as Field Officers in the Regiment or Militia Consisting or those Towns
Represente•l by an agent which said appointment or officers, if approved
by said Congress, to be by them Commissioned Accordingly.
ABEL WEBSTER

Plymouth June 17 A. D. 1776.
PLYMOUTH

October 17, 1716.

This may certify, that whereas you have informed me that I was
appointed by Congresa, a Major in CoiL Walker's Regiment or Militia
men, I am much obliged to Congress for their notice of me in this Respect, But for weighty Reasons I must decline sening my Country in
that office, th0 I am always ready ou all occaslona, cheerfully to exert
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my utmost abilities In the service of my Country & to defend our Liberties & privileges. Therefore you may proceed to a new nomination. 1
I am Gen• your friend & servant
BoJ• GooLD
To Abel Webster & Moses Dow.
PLriiOUTB

September 1• 8, 1776.

Reed of CoUeney's store fttly tew Pounds of Powder by the hand of
David Webster for Cap' John Parkers Companey I say Reed per me
JouN l'AllKKR
PLTIIOUTR

Man:h 1e 24, 1778.

Reed of the Colleney's store twenty three Pounds of Powder by the
band of David Webster for Capt Edward Everett's Companey
I say Reod by me

EowARD EvERJt'IT
Col. David Webster. Sir. - Deliver out or ye Colony Powder one
pound to each man, viz: part of Capt. Osgood's company and pnrt of
Capt.. John Parker's company now keeping by order of Congress. Take
a receipt for the same.
Sept.. 6, 1775.
JsnuL MonEY by order of
the Committee of Safety.
PLTIIOUTB

6tb Sept• 1776.

Sir, pay to M' Samuel Emerson ten Pounds Lawful Money on acct.
of Blankets he baa D'd to part of Cap' Osgood's Comp'y. of Rangers
and Place to the acct. of the Colony or New Hampshire
JausL MoREY
To the Committee of Supplys for said Colony D" Samuel Brooks
Treasurer of said Committee £10-0-0
Pay the Contents of the within order to M' Noyes Hopkinson
S.ulUKL EuERSON
1776 Septem 28 Received of Samuel Brooks the within order in full
Nons HoPKINSON
The Town of Plymouth to
1776
Abel W ebeter Dr.
February. To myself, horse & Expense in a journey to Bath
after the Indians. On acct. of one being sick
at Boscawen
£1-7.
1 Abel Webster aod M01e1 Dow, to whom the letter of Benjamin Goold wu
addreued, were delegatee in the provincial congreaa at Exeter. See Chapter VIII.
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March.

To 1\lyself, two horses, a man & Expenses in a journey to Orford transporting 1 Dead & I live Indian

£1. 18.

£8.
Tho Town of Plymouth to
Samuel Dearborn Dr.
Feby. 1776. To myself, horae & Expense in a journey to
Haverhill helping to transport a live Indian
and a <lead Indian
£0-18-0
S.UWEL D&AllBOBM.
This is to certify the Treasury or the Colony of New Hampshire, That
Nahnm Powers of Plymouth in the County of Grafton in said Colony,
<lid Inlist himself a Soldier in the Continental Army last year and bas ·
Reinliste<l again this year, his Pool Tax to the Colony being two shU·
lings and eight pence is by a Resolve or the Congreaa or General Court ot
this Colony Released to him
Plymouth 29th May, 1776.
EB&NBZER BLODGET ~ Select Men
J AH£8 HARVELL
S
TJ.lliTOUOOB

Jul729, 1776

I embrace this opertunity to rite to you. I intended to have Rite to
you in full of all our afares but I have not time. So I shall rite in part
in our defeat we burnt Shamble and St. Johns and the White House and
cnme to l~lcnook, there the Indians kild and scalped four men and took
fh·c prisoners and when we came from the Elenoak there was twelve
hnndre<l of us went by land and found two men dead and scalpt lay on
the ground. We buried the dead and burnt the bouse and barn and store
house & took six cows and kited some cows and' calves and bogs and destroyed all that we cod ; this bouse belongings to a Scotchman, who was
a tory Rite to me every opertunlty 1
I remain your loving Brother
AliOS WEBSTER

To Col. Davi<l W cbster
State of New Hampshire.
l 779
May 19

to the Selectmen of Plymouth Dr.

To paid the following Men enlisted in the. Continental
Service during the present war with Great Britain

1 The original letter of Lieut. Amos Webster Ia in the poueuion of Miss
Lucia Webater.
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Nehemiah Pblllipe Continental Bounty £60.
State &unty £90.
Nicholas Hall Continental Bounty £60.
State do. £90 Per Rect.
June 14 Winthrop Fox Continental Bounty £60.
State do 90

£150. 0. 0
150. 0. 0
150. 0. 0

Per Rect. to Colo. David Hobart
460. 0. 0
Errors Excepted in behalf or the Selectmen
of Plymouth
Per SAKL EMERSOR, Selectman.
In Committee on Claima, Exeter Dec. 16, 17i9 -The above aooo. ia
well vouched & right caat amount four hundt-ed & filly poundaJtdd. Per Josu.u Gu..uAM Jr.
Reed an order on the Treaaurer for Four hundred & ftfty pounds in
behalf of the Selectmen of Plymouth
.Joe. SKNTBR

State of New Hampahire.to the Select-men of J>lymouth Dr.
1779
To paid Peter Stoama a Soldier inliatcd in ColoJuly 15
nel Mooney'a Regimt. raised by the State of
New Hampshire for t.he defence of Rhode Island
-Bounty £80.-Travel to Providence £17.
£47. 0. 0
Errors Excepted in behalf of the Selectmen of
Plymouth
Per S.&XL. ExttRSOM, Select Man
In Committee on Claima, Exeter Dec. 16th, 1779The above is right caat. & well vouched - amount Forty aeven
poundsExamd. Per Josu.H GILliAM Jun.

In the proceedings of the committee of safety, July 5, 1782,

it was " Ordered the Treasurer to pay by Discount out of the
tax for the year 1781 to Samuel Stearns, Constable at Plymouth,
five Dollars, New Emission, being for milage to Soldiers to Coos.
5 Doll."
An account of tho Moneya supplied the Families of the Soldiers in the
Town of Plymouth ingage<l in the Continental Service. 'fhe supplies
from the Tenth day of March 1778 to the Tenth of March 1779 according to the Sclectmens accounts & Records for the laat year are as
followa
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lbtn • .,.... paid b7 &1M 'l'owa

'l'o4al

£10-' 9
8-12-11
6-4- 9

£68-18-10
60- 8-10
89- 0- 8

£78-18- 7
68-16- 9
46-:10- 6

£26- 2- 6

£168- 8- 6

£188- 6-10

Paid "' tile loSillft

James Barns
Benjamin Phillips
Edward Evins

And the Supplies from the Tenth day of March 1779 to the 8rst day
of January 1780 are as follows
Paid "' "" loldler Jbtn . ., _ paid "' aM 'l'owa

'l'o4al

£9-18- 9
12- 8- 0
8-17- 9

£126-1(-. 3
16(-.16- 6
16(-. 7- 0

£136- 8- 0
177- "- 6
178- ._ 9

£80-19- 6
Plymouth January 29th. 1780

£466-17- 9

£486-17- 3

James Barnes
Benjamin Phillips
Edward Evins

SA.HL, EMBRBOM

JoaN WrLr.ouGBBY
BBNJ. GOOLD

l

Selectmen

An account of the Supplies of the Families of the Soldiers belonging

to Plymouth engRgetl in the Continental Service from first Day Janry
1780 to the ftrt1t Day of Janry 1781
'fhe Supply of Edward Eveosl<'amily (Items omitted) 326. 3. 0
The Supply of Benjamin Phillips !<'amity
do.
866. 4. 0
Tbe Supply of·James Barna Family
do.
499. 3. 0
1'be foregoing is a truo act. of the Soldiers Families in Plymouth engd
in the Continental Service that bas been supplyed by the Town
I>tywouth 12 March 1781S.urL EMERIOM
JOTHA.M CuMHING8
Selectmen
JAxa HoBART

1

To the Committee on Claims for the State of New Hampr
This may Certit:v that the following pel'80ns are Soldiers engaged in
tbe Continental Service for the Town of Plymouth during tho war- (viz)
Benjamin Phillips, Dead, Edward Evlnsl who JoUsted into aaid Army
James Baros Joseph Hobart
before the Commencement •
John Phillips
the year 1778

of

Nehemiah Phlllipal who Inliated into said Army or have
Winthrop Fox
been procured since the end of the
Nicholas Hall
year 1777
VOL.I.-11
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All u.ld Men engaged in said service for said Town and have been
considered as part of ita Quoto according to the Acta and Resolves of the
General Court. The aaid BenjAmin PbiUipe we have heard bas Joined
the Corpe of Invileada at or near Philadelphia may be Deceased or oUterwise Diacbarged from said service, which if it is the Case it leaves eovcn
Men being the Towns Quota good in the field Joseph Smith belonging to the Town of Plymouth who served the Town
of Plaiatow three years & bas since Inlisted during the War- Alao David
Nevins Inllated during the war
Jon WILLOUGHBY Capt
Plymouth May 22, 1781S.urL EHBRBON } Selectmen of
RlcBD B.uuT Plymouth
Boacawin claim some
Immediately preceding the Revolution, J oaeph Smith was a
resident of Wentworth. His service in the war is mentioned in
the former chapters. His family lived in Plymouth a considerable part of the time during the war. The original of the letter
of the committee of safety is preserved in the office of the town
clerk of Plymouth. The other documents upon this subject are
copies from the State archives, and are self-explanatory.
State of New Hampshire,
In Committee of Safety, Exeter Sept. 21, 1781.
To the Selectmen of Plymouth, Gentlemen,
Joseph Smith, a soldier claimed by your town is also claimed by
Wentworth Plaistow and Boscawen. You arc therefore desired to attend before the Committee of Safety on Tuesday the 6* of October
next, that the same may be determined.
By order of the Committee
JosEPH PEARSON, Depty Sec'y.
To the Committee of Safety for the State of New Hampshire:May it please your Honora - Joacpb Smith, whom we claim in
behalf & for the Town of Plymouth, the support of our Claim is by the
Depositions herewith presented and the following Reasons, viz :-That
the said Smith, in the first Establishment of the Continental Army, en·
gaged for Plaistow for three years, at the expiration of which wo conceive
he had fulfilled hie engagement to Plaistow, his Reinlisting we conceive
gives Plaistow no further Title to him as be was free from any town when
he Reinliated and hie family in Plymouth and belonging there himself &
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this Town is liable to be called upon by his family at any time when they
stand In need for support, we conceive no Town has a right to him other
than Plymouth. Our having our quota without him does not debar us
or him as our Right, we know not how soon we may want. a man.- It
bas been reported that Plaistow has got a Rec•· from him that he is engnged for them during the war, but we believe your Honors will see that,
that must be some mistake as his engaging for Plaistow during tho war
and Inlisting but for three years would be Inconsistent with Reason,We leave it with your Honors, not doubting that you will do what appears to be just in the affair. - Said Smith was at home in Plymouth on
furlow in April, May &C. in 1780. - We have engaged Capt. Benjamin
Rogers to walt on you with this as the shortness of the notice & distance
of the way makes it inconvenient for us to attend.
From, Gentlemen, Your.Humble Se"anta
SAMUEJ. EMERSON} Selectmen.
RICHARD DAYLEY
Plymouth 3" Oct. 1781
Selectmen of the Town of Plaistow.
Gentlemen -Please to pay Stephen Wells or order Four pounds ten
shlJJings Lawful Money and place the same to the acc't of my Husband
Joseph Smith, who is one of your Towns Quota of Continental Soldiers
as so much of his wages received by me, it being for money supplied me
by sai(l Wells to the amount or that sum as witness my hand at Plymouth
this 30th day of August 1782HANNAH SMJTII

Test -l'ctr J>c:1r Don- Zcbn.dinh Richardson
PLYMOUTH

June 18th 1'182-

To the Selectmen of Plaistow,
Gentlemen please to pay Mr. Stephen Wells seven pounds ten shillings lawful money it being for a Cow & other supplies Recelvd of him to
that amount, which shall answer to you as so much supplied the Family or
my Husband, Joseph Smith who is one of your Towns Quota of Continental SoldiersHANNAH

Sanm

test Stephen Webster Jun. Jacob Draper
Juno ye 20th 1782 then Reed of the Selectmen of Plaistow in full for
the within
Per STEPHEN WELLS
PLYMOUTH

March the 8th 1'182-

This may Certify that the Subscriber being the wife of James Darns
one of the Continental Soldiers or the Quota of the Town of Plymouth
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have Reed of the Selectmen of and in behalf of said Plymouth the sum
or twelve pounds lawful money silver iu supplie~t from the last day of
December 1780 to the ftrst day of January 1782 being one year-

.._

Test John Rogers

-

Su&KIT X B.&uMs
PLTIIOUTII

26th Deer 1782.

This may Certify that the Subecriber being the wife or James Barnes
one of the Continental Soldiers of the Quota of the Town of Plymouth
have Receivd of the Selectmen of aaid Plymouth in behalf of aaid
Town Twelve pounds lawrul money silver in supplies from the last day
or December 1781 to the first day of January 1788 being one year
Witneu Samuel :Marsh

....

SuBKIT X BARNS

John Taylor Gilman, Esq. Treu• of the State of New Hampshire.
Sir. please pay to Joseph Senter .Eaq• the wages due to me on account
of my late husband James Barns Deceased being late a Continental
Soldier or one or the Quota of the Tonn of Plymouth and you will oblige,
yours &c

.... BARNS

SUBliiT X

Plymouth 22d October 1784
Test Sam1 Emerson.
This may Certify that the Subecriber being the wife of F..dwnrd Evins
one of the Continental Soldiers of tho Quota of the '!'own or Plymoulb
did receive of the Selectmen or aaid Plymouth in behalf of said Town
the sum of eight pounds three shillings and one penny lawful money
silver in supplies from the ftrst day of January 1780 to the ftrst day of
January 1781 being one year deducting out of the same the like sum in
Continental Currency (which I lodged) In value according to the scale of
depreciation as the ftrst <lay of Augu11t 1780
Plymouth 26th Deer 1782
Euzuuu EvzMs
Edward Evans (Evins]
Dr
To a certificate did. Mr
Joeeph Pearson 11 order
£18
1886 Aug 10. To a certificate did. Moses
Dow Esq. l1 order
£12. 18. 8
Contra
WoundedVote }[arch 1. 1788
By half pay from Jany 8. 1788 to July 8. 1784.
£18
By half pay from July 8. 1784 to July 81. 1785.
inclusively
£12. 18. 8
1784. July 8.
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There is duo to F..dward Evans Eighteen Pounds for half Pay in full
July 8d 1784
EPBII RoBINSON Paymast
J<;xeter July 6th 1784
£18-

July 6 -1784 Received an order on the Treasr in behalf of Edwd
Evans for the above Sum JosKPB P&ARSOR
State of New Hampshire. This certifies that F..dward Evans se"ed
as a private in tho Firat New Hampshire Regiment- that he has produced sufficient Evidence that while in the Ser,·ice of the United States
be received a wound in his ankle, which being still unhealed renders him
an Invalid - and that we judge him to be thereby entitled to a pension
of twenty shillings per month from 31st July 1786JoatAH GILHAM Junr l C
fttee
S.urL TENNEY
f omm
Exeter 2nd Deer 1786
PLYMOUTH

December 2rd 1786-

Grat\on sa.
'l'hcn F••dward Evins came before me one of the Justices of the Peace
for the County of Grafton in the State of New Hampshire and mnde
. Oath that he is an Inhabitant of the Town of Plymouth in the County
aforesni<l
SutL EHBRSON Just Peace
No umber 8rd 1788-

State of New Hampshire Grat\on ss.
F..<lward )<;vins cnmc before me one of the Justices of the peace for the
County of Grat\on in this State, and made Oath that be was examined
by Doctr Samuel Tenny appointed by enid State for that purpose,
obtained a Cet1.ii1cate an<l that he now lives in the Town of Plymouth
in the County of Grat\on aforesaid
SAHL EKERSON Just Peace

l 'l'o the Honb1" the Senate & House of Representatives
State of
Nelv Hampshire f of said State in general Court convenedHnmb1y shows David Webster of Plymouth in the County of Grat\on
J<~q & Shcrifl' of said County. That be has been at great expense in
going to tbe several Towns in the County of Grafton, with the Extents
th:\t have issued against the same, for the poor payment of Taxes, vz the
J<~xtcnts issued in June A D 1782. Feby 1782 March 1783 & August
1783. And that your Petitioner was unable to serve the same by "reason
of there being no Selectmen within the Towns, against which said Extents
issued. Wherefore be humbly prays yonr Honours wonld take his case
into your wise consideration : & gmnt him aucb recompense for his time

,.
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& services aforea4 as your Honours shall think sufficient- And you
Petitioner will ever pray &r!'DAVID WKB8TKR-

Concord October 26th 1785State of ~
.
N ew ha mpe;, In the Hoose of Representat1vee

No~

8d 1785

The Committee on the petition & account of Col? David Webster,
Reported, that Twenty pound be allowed the ~~ Col? W ebeter in full of
hie account, & that the 'freaeurer be directed to add to the Taxes of the
next year on those towns (mentioned in Col? Webaters pet.ition who were
incorporated at the time the Extents issued,) their proportion of the
aboveaaid sum of Twenty poundsSign'd M. Thornton for the Committee which report being read & considered, Voted, that it be receiv'd & accepted- & that the President
give order accordingly·
Sent up for Concurrence
JNo SuLLIVAN Speaker
In Senate the anme day read & concurred
J PuasoN dep Secy
Warn' granted
To his Excellency the President and tho Honble the OounciJ of the
State of New Hampshire
The Petition of the subscribers in the County of Grafton- humbly
Sbewetb
.'fhat whereas CoJl David Webeter of Plymouth was appointed Sheriff
for said County in a critical Period of political affairs, & has executed
said oftlce, with Fidelity to his Country, & to this State in particular,as well as to \'cry general approbation of the Inhabitant& of enid County
of Grafton : -that by the disposition of his affaire to serve the l>ublio
in this capacity it would be detrimental to his interest, & unless the
public good plainly pointed the preference of some other to succeed him
it would appear implicit inattention to the merit of said Webster's good
behavior, to be neglected now:- that it would tend to embarass the
settlement of affairs committed to him, & in part executed, & make such
additional Cost, under which the County already groans, to have said
affairs committed to another for further execution : -that it Ia very
improbable if any other, not so ftrmly attached to the American Cause
should be appointed to succeed him, that it would give so general satisfaction as said Webster bas done-
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We therefore pray your Excellency & Honors that said David Webster
may be appointed Sheriff ror saill County or Grafton, & we shall as in
duty bound ever pray &c
January 28th 1786 Moses Baker
Jabez Church
Gershom Burbank
Abel Willey
John Southmayd
Nathaniel Tupper
Samuel Holmes
Edmtmd Marsh
William Page Junr
John Holmes
Uriah Foss

Abel Willey
Jared Church
John Clark
Elias Cheney
Oliver Tayler
Moody Cook
Jonah Chapman
Jonathan Cone
Cutting Cook
Hobart Spencer

William Baker
Timothy Ingalla
John Foss
William Elliot
Francis Worcester
Josiah Brown
Samuel Stearns Junr
Josiah Brown Jr
J. Robbins
Carr Huse
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XIV.

COUNTY RELATIONS.

I

N accordance with the act of 1769 the province of New Hamp·
shire was divided into five counties- Rockingham, Hills·
borough, Cheshire, Strafford, and Grafton. The three counties
first named were organized in 1771, and county officers were then
appointed. The counties of Strafford and Grafton were more
sparsely settled, and by the terms of the act the two counties were
to constitute a part of Rockingham County until the govemor,
with the advice of the council, should declare them competent to
assume county organization. Already the premonitory voices of
the Revolution had reached the attentive ear of the govemor. The
organization of the two counties gave him an enlarged prerogative
in official patronage. Ever pleased in rewarding his friends, he
also seized an opportunity of making official overtures to a few
dissatisfied men. The organization of Strafford and Grafton
counties was not long delayed. May 28, 1772, the govemor issued
the :following message to the council and the assembly: " I recom·
mend to your consideration the previous measures necessary to be
enacted toward Enabling the Counties of Strafford & Grafton in
this Province to Exercise & enjoy County Privileges."
A joint committee of the council and assembly was appointed
the same day, and eight months later the act was passed and
approved.

Anno Regni Regis Georgll Tertii llagore Britanisa Francial & Hiber·
niae, Declmo Tert.io.
An Act for ftxiog the Times & Places for holding the Courta in the
County& of Straft'ord & Grafton.
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Whereas by tbe Act for Dividing this Province Into Counties the
Countys of Strafford & Graf\on were to be counted & taken as Parts
& members of the County of Rockingham until the Govemour & Council should declare them respect.h•ly sufficient for the Exercize of their
Respective J urisdictlon- And Whereas tbe Governour by & with the
advice & Consent of his Mnjestys Council of this Province bas declared
the Said Countys Sufficient for the exercize of Said J urisdictlon Therefore
De it enacted by tbe Governour Council and ABSemhly That the Several Courts in the County of Straford shall be held as follows Viz. A
Court of General Sessions of the Peace on the Second Tuesdays of Jan·
uary July & October at Dover annually & an Inferiour Court of Comon
Pleas on the first Thursdays next following the Second Tuesdn.ys of Jan·
nary Jniy & October at the Same Place Annually & one Court of General
Sessious of the Peace on the Second Tuesday of April Shall be held at
Durham in s" County Annually And one Inferiour Court of Comon Pleas
on the first Thursday next following the Second Tuesday of April At. Durham Annun.Uy and A Superlour Court of Judicature be held at Dover
nforcSnid on tho lnst Tuesdays of May annually this Regulation shall
Continuo for the ·rerm of Seven Ycars and after that Time tho s 4 Superionr Court to be held at Dover & Wolfborough alternately and the Said
Courts of General Sessions of the Peace & the Said Inferiour Courts of
July & October to be held at Woltborough. •
And be it further Enacted that the Several Courts in the County of
Graf\on shall be hel<t as follows (V'tz.) four Courts of General Sessions
of the Peace on the third Tuesdays of January April July & October
Annually & four Inferiour Courts of Comon Pleas on the first Thursdays
next following the third Tnesday of January April July & October annually at that the Courts of General Sessions of the Peace & Courts of
Comon Pleas of October & April shall be held at HaverhilJ & thoee
of January & July Shall be held at Plymouth in Said County and that
there be held in Said County annually one Snperior Court of Judicature
on the Second Tuesday in J nne at HaverhU & Plymoth Alteruatly And
whereas it will Require Some Time after tho l,assing this Act to appoint
& comission the Proper Officers to build Prisons Court Houses & other
Necessary F..diflces within Said Countys for the Due & Proper Exercize
of the Jurisdictions aforeSaid therefor this Act shall be Susspendcd for
the Term of four A{onths and all Writts & Processes to be Issued shall
be Conforme<t to the Directions of this Act and not withstanding the
suspension or the Operation of this Act the Court of General Sessions
of the Peace in s" Countys may Set and Act for the Purposes Only of
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Raising Money to build Court Houaes Prisons & other necessary Publick
Bulldinge Imediatly
Province ot l In the Honse ot Representatives Feb17 84 1778 this Bill
New Hamp• 5 having been Read three Times Voted that it Pass to
be Enacted

J

WDTWOBTB

Speaker

In Council Febl7 5 1778 Tbia Bill was Bead a Third
Time & Paued to be Enacted
Consented

J

W&!ITWORTB

Recorded According to the Original Act under the Province Seal
Attest

Tu&ooou

ATJU1(80K

Seo'7

The division of the county into two judicial districts and the
shire towna were determined by the provincial government and ex·
pressed in the act. In the discussion upon this subject, which
preceded the act, it was generally conceded one-half of the courts
should be held at Plymouth, and the toWn. of Plymouth, Sept. 29,
1772, paid David Hobart and David Webster "for time and
expense going to Portsmouth on county affairs." At the same
time the westem towna of the county were not listless or indif·
ferent. The petition of Alexander Phelps and Israel Morey, representing Lyme and Orford, prayed " that one half of the Courts
may be held in one or the other of said towns." John Hurd,
representing the desires of Haverhill, Bath, and Lisbon, was in·
structed to petition for one-half of the courts at Haverhill. His
petition is on file in tho Stato archives: -

l To

His Excellency John Wentworth Eaq! Governor &
Commander In Cbict ot a4 I•rovince- The Honble
His Majesty's Council and the Honble House of Representatives in General Court assembledThe Memorial ot John Hurd Agent tor & in behalf of tho Proprietya
ot the Townships Haverhill Bath & Guntbwaite within the Bound ot the
County or Grafton -humbly aheweth That whereas tis expected the aald County ot Grafton is now at this
sessions of the Gener41 Court to be established & to aaaome the Exercise or ita County Priviledges- And as the places for holding the Courta
ia ot very important Consequence to the present Settlement of that part
Province of
New Hampsh.

5
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of the Country & its future Weal- Your Memorialist humbly prays Your
Excellency & Honora, with the Double House of Repreaentt\Livea, to
take it Into Your Consideration, whither the Town of Haverhill may not
be the most suitable place for the present purpoae, it being not only
pleMantly & conveniently sit.uated on Connecticut River & nearly Central to all the Settlements In the County, but most forward in their
Agriculture & Improvements- And by the large Quantltys of Grain &
provislous yearly proc.lttocct there, and at Newbury, on the Opposite side
of the Uh·er, most capable of supplying not only the Demand for all the
new settling Towns, as bas been the Case for se\"eral Years past, but
auy Courts that may be held there, with their necessary Attendants far
beyond what cnn be done in any other of thoae J nfant Settlements- And
ir an~· prcfcrcnoo is to be given to Industry & Resolution, tho Town of
Haverhill rcnlly merits it- the Inhabitants of ,r.h have undergone, in
th'St exploring y- Country, cutting out New Roads, & proaeouUng their
settlements, tbe greatest Dimcultys & Hardships- Moreover the holding
the said Courts so far up the River may & indeed must be an Inducement to the Settlers to open & keep good all their Roads leading thereto
-the Uiver Road & late enacted Province Road so calld especlaly- of
Coul'lle will it benefit the Whole Country & this Capital Portsmouth in
particular by enabling the back Settlers at an easy Expense to transport
all their spare produce to this MarketOn these Considerations Your Memorialist humbly prays that the said
Town of Haverhill may be appointed the first Shire Town in the County
of Grafton for at least Three Years- that both Inferior & Superior
Courts may be the1·e held for that Term of time- And hereaner with
such Alteration as to Your Excellency, Y! Honors & the Honble House
oC Representatives in their great Wisdom may seem meet- And Y•
llemorialist as In Duty bonmt will ever pray, &e &cJ HURD
J>ortsmouth 26th May 1772 -

In 1773, when the county was organized, the only towns in the
new county containing over three hundred inhabitants were
Haverhill, 387; Plymouth, 345; and Hanover, 342. From a
Inter standpoint these were small towns, but at that date they
were the principal towns in northern New Hampshire. To complete the organization of the county, Governor Wentworth promptly
appointed the county officers. ::May18, 1773, he appointed John
Hurd of Haverhill chief justice of the Court of Common Pleas,
and :Moses Little, Asa Porter of Haverhill, and Bezaleel Wood-
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ward of Hanover associate justices. Moses Little, " by reuon of
his other business out of this province," declined, and July 7,
1773, David Hobart of Plymouth was appointed an associate
justice. William Simpson of Orford was appointed sheriff and
immediately removed to this town, where he resided six years.
John Fenton was the Judge of Probate and Clerk of the Courts.
The Register of Probate was Jonathan Mitchell Sewall of Portamouth. He soon resigned, and Moses Dow of Plymouth was
appointed early in 1774. The county treasurer was John Hurd.
At this date registers of deeds were appointed for one year, ending
in May, and a committee was appointed in each county to have
the custody of the records in the event of the death or disability
of the register or recorder. Feb. 6, 1773, John Hurd was appointed to serve until May, and the committee were Alexander
Phelps, David Hobart, and Charles Johnston. In May Mr. Hurd
was appointed for the ensuing year, and the committee were
Bezaleel . Woodward, David Hobart, and Charles Johnston.
In the original division of the province into counties, Campton
and Holderness were in Strafford County until 1782, and Conway
was in Grafton County until1778.
The Court of Sessions, for many years an extinct court, was a
complex and consequential wheel to the judicial chariot of former
times. It was composed of the justices of the peace of the county,
and its powers were judicial and prudentiaL It devolved upon
this court to exercise full power in the construction of courthouses
and jails. At a session, of which the record is lost, this court
appointed Samuel Livermore, and probably two others, a commission to build a courthouse in Plymouth. At a session of the
court convened at Haverhill, April 23, 1774, the commission for
building the courthouse and jail at Plymouth " were empowered
to agree with David Webster for the hire ofbis dwelling house
and the temporary goal adjoining upon the best terms they can
until the next General Sessions."
" The She]'iff came into Court and protested against the sufficiency of the temporary goal at Plymouth."
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At the session convened July 20, 1774, it was" Voted that the
sheriff be ordered to notify the selectmen of Plymouth and Haverhill that it is expected they erect stocks and whipping posts in
their respective towns forthwith near their respective court houses
and goals."
David Webster lived on the site of the Pemigewasset house,
and the site first selected for the courthouse was east of Main
Street and very near bis dwelling-house. The stmcture was raised
before July, 1774:. For some reason David Webster preferred
another location for the county buildings and stocks and whippingpost, and he offered to present the county two acres of land on the
opposite side of MaJn Street, and the frame was removed to
the west side of that street. In regard to the change of site of
the first courthouse the action of the court of sessions follows: At the session July 21, 1774, voted that David Webster be allowed
to remove the frame of the court bonae of Plymouth from tho spot where
it now stands to and upon the hlll opposite, he giving a deed to the
County of that tmct of land being two acres more or less, and removing
and erecting said frame immediately at his own expense and in as good
order and condition as it now stands. Upon due performance or which
said Webster to have his former deed cancelled.
Voted tltat the committee empowered by a former vote to erect the
court bouse and gonl in Plymouth be also empowered to take a sumcient
deed for the nbove two acres of land, more or leu, of Major David
Webster and to cancell his former deed.
Accordingly, the frame of the courthouse was removed westerly
across Main Stroot to near the comer of Russell and Pleasant
streets, and east, of the ledge west of the house of the late John
lfudgctt, and there it remained and in continued use nearly fifty
years. It was completed in the autumn of 1774:, and one Tasker
was paid for labor and materials by a draft on John Hurd, cotmty
treasurer, dated Oct. 29, 1774:. The building was 34: by 34: feet
on the ground, and from the centre of the roof arose a stately
cupola out of proportion to the diminutive size of the stmeture.
The completion of the first courthouse was an event in the annals
of Plymouth. It was built by the fathers and dedicated to an
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honored use. It was an expression of their love of justice and
their respect for the court. The Revolution followed, and under
a reformed government the courthouse became the temple of an
independent judicial system and the emblem of a better system
of laws and government.
A new and enlarged courthouse was built in 1823. The goddeBB
with blinded eyes and impartial scales was seated upon a more
pretentious throne. The old courthouse was deserted. The golden
memories of former years were ruthleBSly brushed aside and the
building was sold and put to an ignoble use. The cupola, once
the pride of Plymouth, was destroyed, and the first courthouse
was removed to the easterly side of South Main Street, immediately south of the house formerly of William R. Park. There it
was used as a wheelwright shop, and later it was closed and
su:ffered to remain in unawakened paralysis many years. Tbe
honor of the restoration of this memorable building, and its rededication to a fitting use, is due to Henry W. Blair. In 1876,
a year of centennial memories, he purchased it and removed it
to a convenient location. At the same time he restored it, except
the cupola, to its original form, and presented it to the Young
Ladies Library Association. The restoration of this honored landmark of Plymouth was a commendable and thoughtful benefaction.
In the willing gratitude of the present and of future generations
Senator Blair will reap a rich and merited reward.
The old courthouse, a memorial of the past and present, is preserved. It has survived several removals, and it has experienced
as many changes. It has been a temple of justice; the shelter of
a humble industry, and the home of a library. At all times and
under all conditions it has been an instructive witneBS of the
simple manners and the rugged character of the men who built
it. Enter, the spirit of the fathers will meet you at the door.
The inner temple is a panorama of mingled personalities and is
eloquent with the voices of living memories. The walls still echo
the spoken words of able men who debated principles and rendered decisions during four decades succeeding the Revolution.
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Here David Webster for many years opened court in solemn form.
Here upon the bench in superior court sat the Livermores, Simeon
Olcott, Jeremiah Smith, Josiah Bartlett, John Dudley, Paine
Wingate, Caleb Ellis, and Levi Woodbury; and among the several
judges of the inferior court were Samuel Emerson and the Woodwards. Enter, rejoicing that this historic building, for many years
unsuitable for the dignified purpose for which it was erected, is
now dedicated to the mission of literature and knowledge and is
speaking to us in the language of books and memories. Enter
reverently, the men who made it what it is, a shrine of Plymouth,
are dead.
The Court of Sessions which, in 1820, suooeeded the Court of
Common Pleas, exercised a general control in county a:ffairs. The
records of the court directing the building of the second courthouse in Plymouth follow: State of New Hampshire.
Grafton as.
At Ute Court of Sessions holden by 1\djournmcnt at Haverhill on the
first Thursday being the third day of October in the year of our Lord one
thousand eight hundred and twenty two.
Present
Daniel Blaisdell Chief Justice
Ramsay }
Hugh
{
The Honble Abel Merrill
Samuel Hutchins Associate Justices
Samuel Bums
It Is ordered by this Conrt that the Clerk publish the following notice
by causing copies of the so.mo to be posted up in three plo.ces iu Plymouth,
to wit:
The Justices of the Court of Sessions for the County of Grafton will
receive proposals at Plymouth on the ;fourteenth day of November next
at ten o'clock in the forenoon for the erecting and completing a building
for a court bouse in Plymouth in said county. The same to be erected
on land, the title to which not less than one acre to be vested in the
County of Grat\on, of the following description. The building to be
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sixty teet long and forty-ftve feet wide, with walla sixteen feet high from
the underpinning. The foundation to be of atone and sunk ao far below
the surface of the ground as that the same shall be four feet under ground
when the earth is levelled, with two tier of hewed granite atone,
each not lese than fifteen inches in witlth for underpinning laid with
· broken joints in a workmanlike manner; with a flight of g1-anite atone
ateptt with risers on three aides with a top atone seven feet long and four
feet wide. 'Ibe aupel'lltructure to be of good well burnt bricks laid in
good lime mortar one foot thick and laid in a workmanlike manner, the
threshold to the door and the window CD.pe and stools to be hewed atone.
An entrance way or door four feet wide and seven feet two inches high
with double folding doors to be iu the front end of the building. Ic'our
windows to be placed at a suitable heighth antt place on cncb aide of the
building, two at the- front & three at the back end, each winttow to eon·
taln 24 squares of crown glaaa 15 by 11 inches with a fan light over the
outer door. The court room to occupy the whole width of the building
and forty eight feet of the length from the back end and to be ftnlahed in
the style and form of the coon room at Haverhill with an arched ceiling
or roof. The remaining part of the building to be divided from the court
room, by a brick wall, and to be divided into two stories, with a paaaage
way or entry ten feet wide from the front door to open by an inner door
into the court room, the remaining part of the lower story to be finished
into two rooms with suitable benches for the accommodation of Petit
J urore, and the upper story to be finished in one room in a suitable
manner to accommodate a Grand Jury, with a suitable flight of ataira to
ascend to the same, with a railing round the opening in the upper floor
formed by the stair case, with a door at the bottom of the stair case and
a door to each Jury room below.
The roof to be of a square or bam forJD, well aupported in the frame
and well boarded and shingled, with a window in the front gable end.
Two small chimniea, one resting on the brick partition wall & tho other
on a fiat perforated atone to admit a stove pipe, lying on the plates, to
be carried through the roof at the ridge pole at 12 feet distant from each
end of the building.
The walla and ceiJinga of all the rooms to be plaiatered and whitewashed, and all tha wood work (ahinglea and ftoors excepted) welJ
painted. 1'he doors to be all hung with suitable butts with suitable handles
and latches and all with good locka and keys.
The whole to be completed by the first day of September next.

The courthouse was erected on the site of the present courthouse
and on land purchased of William Webster. The contractors were
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William Webster and David Moor Russell. The building was
completed in the summer and early autumn of 1823. The report
of Arthur Livermore, concerning the quality of the work of the
contractors, dated Nov. 17, 1823, follows:Pursuant to the trust Imposed on me by the Honorable Court or Seasions for the county or Grafton, I have inspected the new court house
at Plymouth and do certify that the contract on the part or Mesars
Webster and Russell hu been faithfully performed according to the
spirit thereof and in every instance wherein there is any deviation from
the letter of the agreement the same has been as well or better for the
public.
ARTJJUR LtVERMOR&

The third courthouse, standing on the site of the second, was
constructed in accordance with a vote of the county convention in
1889. The contractor was Emerson of Campton.
THB TRIAL

oP J osua BuaNKAK.

In 1805 there was a schoolmaster and a surveyor living in
Warren; his name was Josiah Burnham. At the same time
Joseph Starkweather was tilling the fertile fields of Haverhill, and
Russell Freeman, formerly a ~erchant of Hanover, was beset by
many debts and was embarrassed by many suits, instigated by
honest but unfortunate creditors. Mr. Freeman was a gentleman
of recognized ability, having been appointed to positions of trust,
but was unfortunate in business. In December of the same year,
1805, Burnham, Starkweather, and Freeman were confined in the
jail at Haverhill. Starkweather and Freeman were committed
for debt, and Burnham for a more serious o:ffence. The newepapors of the time allege that he was arrested for forgery, and
Judge George W. Nesmith, in an interesting article in the Granite
Monthly, asserts that he was arrested for a crime of which there
was a corespondent. If Josiah Burnham had governed his temper
there would have been no murder trial the following May in
Plymouth. The following account of the tragedy in the jail
· appeared in the New Hampshire Gazette, Dec. 31, 1805:VOL.L-13

194

BISTOBY 011' PLYKOUTH.

Horrid Deed II
The following unprecedented afl'air happened at the gaol in Haverbill, in the county ot Grafton. We cannot better give the particulars
or this horrid transaction than by the following extract or a letter from
a gentleman of respectability in that. quarter: "On the morning of the 18th instant, Russell Freeman, Esquire, and
Captain Starkweather, being confined in the same room in the prison at
Haverhill with Joeiab Burnham, a peraon confined for forgery- owing
to some misunderstanding that bad existed between the ptiROners,
Bnrnbam in cool blood drew his knife, which was a long one which be
carried in a sheath, and taking advantage or Starkweather's absence in
another part or the room, be inhumanly stabbed Freeman in the bowels,
which immediately began to gush out. At the noise o<:eaaioned by this,
Starkweather endeavored to come to the assistance of his friend Freeman, when, honid to relate, Burnham made a p&88 at him and stabbed
him in his side, and then endeavored to cut his throat, and the knife
entered In by his collar bone. Burnham, after this, made a fresh
attack on Starkweather, and stabbed him tour Urnes more- by this
time he had grown so weak that the monster left him and ftew at Freeman, who all this time was sitting holding his bowels in his band, and
stabbed him three times more. This abandoned wretch then attempted
to take his own llt'e, bot did not succeed. By this time the peraons in
the houae were alarmed and eame to the gaol door, and, after considerable exertion, entered and secured the murderer. - Freeman lived about
three hours, and Starkweather about two from the Lime the assistants
entered the prison. Our informant mentions that Burnham appeared
in good spirits, and said he bad done God's service."
(Dover Sun.]

The grand jury, at the May term holden in Plymouth, 1806,
found two indictments: one for kiJling Froemnn and one for
killing Starkweather. Burnham was tried on the Starkweather
indictment. The grand jurors from Plymouth were Enoch Ward
and James Harvell. In the indictments it is alleged that the
murders were committed Dec. 17, 1805, and that the victims
died the following day.
At the same term of the Superior Court of Judicature, Chief
Justice Jeremiah Smith presiding, May, 1806, the trial ensued.
The jurors were: David Atwood, Alexandria; Daniel Pingree,
Bridgewater; Benjamin Boardman, Bridgewater; Samuel Noyes,
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Campton; David Gibson, Wentworth; William Powers, Groton;
Ebenezer Kendall, Hebron; William Cox, Holderness; Timothy
Sargent, New Chester; Jonathan Cummings, Plymouth; and
John Palmer, Wentworth. The attorneys for the State were
George Sullivan, attorney-general, and Benjamin J . Gilbert of
Hanover, county solicitor. Alden Sprague of Haverhill and Daniel
Webster, then of Boscawen, were assigned by the court as counsel for Durnltnm, the defendant. In reference to this trial Judge
Nesmith, in the Granite Monthly, records that Daniel Webster
informed him that " Burnham had no witnesses. He could no~
bring past good character to his aid, nor could we urge the plea
of insanity in his behalf. At this stage of the case Mr. Sprague,
the senior counsel, declined to argue in defence of Burnham, and
proposed to submit the case to the tender mercies of the court. I
interfered with this proposition and claimed the privilege to present my views of the case. I made my first and the only solitary
argument of my whole life against capital punishment; and the
proper time for a lawyer to urge this defence is when he is young
and has no matters of fact or law upon which he can found a
better defence."
The New Hampshire Gazette, June 10, 1806, contains the
following account of tho trial: At the lnst term of the Superior Court in the county of Grafton, two
bills of indictment were found against Josiah Burnham; one for the
murder of Joseph Starkweather, Jr., and the other for the murder of
Russel l<'recman, l<A!q. -On :Monday, the 2d instant, he was brought
to trial on the first indictment. Tbe Attorney General discharged tb~
painful duties of his office with fidelity and ability, and the counsel for
the prisoner managed his defence with great ingenuity. The evidence
wM too clear and explicit to admit of doubts.- The jury retired, and
aner a short consultation agreed that the prisoner was guilty. The
Chief Justice, on Tuesday morning, in a solemn and impressive manner;
pronounced against the prisoner the awful sentence of the law, in which
he stated the aggravations of his offence, the candid and impartial trial
which had been granted him, and the clearness of the proof against
him. and all.er recommending to bim sincere repentance for his sins and
a ftrm reliance on his Saviour for mercy, condemned him to death,
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The prlloner appeared ad'ected with the beinousneas or his offence, and
regretted that be bad not prevented the trouble and expense or a public
trial by .pleading guilty.
Tuesday tho 15th day or July next. is the time appointed for his execution.

As stated by the Gazette, Burnham was sentenced to be hanged
on the fifteenth day of July. Gov. John Langdon granted a
reprieve of four weeks. Burnham was executed at Haverhill,
Aug. 12, 1806.
Except the sheriff and two of the grand and one of the petit
jurymen, this memorable trial did not involve Plymouth people,
but it occurred in the old courthouse, and here, in the second
year of his professional career, Daniel Webster made a plea for
the defendant. It has been current in Plymouth many yeara that
this was Webster's first plea in court.
Daniel Webster was admitted to the bar in Boston in March,
1805, and immediately opened an office in Boscawen, then a town
in Hillaborough County. Ebenezer Webster, the father of Daniel,
was one of the judges of the Court of Common Pleas, and the
county seats were at Amherst and Hopkinton. At the September
term, 1805, at Hopkinton, Daniel Webster entered twenty-two
cases, of which two were jury cases, and were tried at ~is tenn.
In the well-known Blatchford letter, written by Webster at Frank·
lin, lfay 8, 1846, he states that his first speech at the bar was
made in 1805, and that his father heard him. Judge Ebenezer
Webster, the father, died in April, 1806, several weeks before the
Burnham trial at Plymouth. In Curtis' Life of Daniel Webster
the author erroneously states that the Burnham trial was in 1805,
and referring to other causes tried by Webster in 1805 he ex·
presses an inability " to determine which of them is to be regarded
aa his 1irst cause." If Curtis had written with a knowledge that
the plea of Webster at Plymouth was made in 1806, and after the
death of Judge Ebenezer Webster, his statements and conclusions
would have been changed. It is evident that the defence of Burn·
ham at Plymouth was not the first plea made by Daniel Webster
in the courts of New Hampshire.

'
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HE history of the constitution and the proceedings of the
constitutional conventions of a State present a wide field of
investigation and many comprehensive topics for discussion, but
the history of a town permits only a narrative of the action and
the attitude of a single community.
It has been truthfully stated that the temporary constitution
which was in force from January, 1776, to June, 1784:, became
operative through the action of a representative body and without
submission to the people. This statement is not complete without
mention of the call and the comprehensive character of the precepts
issued for the election of representatives to the fifth provincial
congress. The legislature of 1776 was practically instructed by
the people to adopt a plan of government. On account of the
exigencies of the time, and realizing that some measure of irregularity is incident to a revolution, the people cheerfully waived
the right or privilege of a voice in the premises. In contrast with
many in Grafton County and a majority in several towns, the
people of Plymouth were satisfied with the constitution and the
administration organized under its provisions. During the years
of the Revolution the town was loyal to the Exeter government,
and no expression of dissatisfaction is found in any local or State
record. In January, 1776, ~hen the temporary constitution was
adopted, New Hampshire was neither a colony nor a .State. It
was a territory, joining with other territories in revolution. The
future was uncertain, and in a most significant manner the people
applied the word " temporary " to their statutes and organic law.
Two years later the future was more propitious, and attention
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was given to an enlargement of the foundations of their governmental structure. Experimental measures were abandoned. With
confidence in the future, the legislature called a convention " to be
a free representation of all the people," not to revise the existing
constitution, but " to form a permanent plan or system for the
future government of this State." To this convention, which was
called to assemble at Concord, June 10, 1778, every town was
privileged to send a delegate, and any two or more adjoining towns
were permitted to unite in the choice of a delegate. At a town
meeting duly called and assembled, :May 12, 1778, Francis
Worcester was chosen a delegate to represent this town. Mr.
Worcester and Moses Baker of Campton probably were the only
delegates from Grafton County. Lyon's Register, 18152, states
that Obadiah Clement of Warren probably was a member of the
convention.
The journal of the convention is not preserved, but it is assumed
that Mr. Worcester approved a majority of the provisions adopted
by the convention. The proposed constitution was submitted to
the people in June, 1779, and town meetings were generally held
in July and August. Aug. 23, 1779, Plymouth voted "not to
accept the plan of government by every one present which was
forty four." Hampton, Chester, Amherst, Pembroke, Temple,
and New Ipswich almost unanimously approved; Concord was
evenly divided, and the towns in the western part of the State
were nearly unanimous in an expression of disapproval. It required a three-fourths vote to adopt the instntment, and it was
rejected. In March, 1781, proceedings were inaugurated which
terminated in the adoption of the constitution of 1784. The convention convened at Concord on the first Tuesday of June, 1781,
and was continued by adjournments until a constitution was
adopted. As in the preceding convention, every town was allowed
one or more delegates, and small towns were permitted to join in
the election and share in the expense of a delegate.
· The voters of Plymouth assembled in town meeting May 8,
1781, "to elect one or more persons to represent them in the con-
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vention." The meeting was adjourned to May 28 and to June 4:,
when it was voted not to choose a delegate to the convention.
The convention submitted the first draft of a constitution for
the approval of the people in the autumn of 1781. A town
meeting a88embled in Plymouth,
27, 1781. The proposed constitution was referred to a committee "to consider the
same and remark thereon." The committee were Samuel Emer·
son, Benjamin Goold, Francis Worcester, Stephen Webster, James
Brown, William George, and Noah Worcester. The meeting
adjourned to meet at the house of Lieut. James Brown, Jan.
3, 1782.
At the adjourned meeting the town was not ready for a final
vote upon the subject, and to the committee formerly chosen
Jonathan Robbins, David Webster, Richard Bayley, and John
Willoughby were added, and then the men of Plymouth adjourned
to moot Jan. 15, 1782, at the house of Samuel Emerson. At
this meeting the committee made a report which was unanimously
adopted by the voters of Plymouth. It is known that the report
approved many of the provisions of the proposed constitution, but
objected to others; but a copy of the report is not at hand. The
deliberate action of the town is worthy of note and commendation.
In the meantime the constitution had been rejected by the people
of the State, and a new session of the convention had been called.
At the same meeting the town of Plymouth voted to send a delegnte to the future sessions of the convention, and chose Francis
Worcester. Another town meeting was called in :May, at which
Samuel Emerson was elected a delegate "in addition to Francis
Worcester 'vho is already chosen." Thus it appears that Ply·
mouth was not represented in the session of the convention which
formulated the first draft of a constitution, but was represented
by two delegates in the subsequent sessions.
The second draft of the constitution was submitted in August,
1782, and was rejected. A town meeting was called, and the
printed copy was referred to a committee who were instructed to
report at an adjourned meeting. The names of the committee
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are not known, but a copy of the report is found in the town
archives.
The fi.rst and aecond drafts of the proposed constitution contained the following provision: There shall be a aupreme executive Hagiatrate who shall be atyled the
Governor ot the State ot New Hampehire and whoee title shall be His
Excellency.

In l'e&istance to the opp1'888ions of the provincial govemment,
the people of New Hampshire had home the grievous burdens of
the Revolution. They had been suooessful in war, and were zealous
in the presel'Vation of the liberty their valor had won. To them
the name of govemor was a synonym of oppression, and in the
abstract they were opposed to the delegation of executive powers
to a single individual. The report of the committee to whom the
aecond draft of the constitution was referred contains the following exp1'888ion of opinion: ~

That after having carefuUy and deliberately examined the same we
approve ot that part called the Bill of Rights bnt to the other part called
the Form or Government we make the following objeotiona with the
reasons thereof
1 That the words Protestant Religion be expunged trom the enid
Constitution in every part where It Is mentioned as a qualification and
that no person shaU be disqualified tor any station whatsoever on
account of his religious sentiments AS that appears to be no reason why
he should not be a good subject to the State.
2 That the Qualifications ot Senators being within this State be three
years Instead or seven years, as that appears longer than is neceasary to
be acquainted with the dispositions and circumstances of persons and
which alao may deprive the community or many abilities ot mankind.
8 'fhat there be no governor and council in the Constitution, and that
every part, sentence or word treating of or mentioning the governor or
council or the governor and council be expunged from the Constitution ;
that there be no delegation of power known In the Constitution to any
such person or body as governor or governor and council.
For we apprehend that when by delegation the power or tho people is
drawn out to a proper degree, it is suOlclcnt to enliven and set in motion
every part or this political body in the best order and with alacrity ; yet
if the same power is by delegation drawn to an extreme, it might destroy

201

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTIONS.

every part of the Constitution or if by arbitrary ambition or power, such
extreme should be exceeded it might terminate in monarchy.
Therefore we humbly conceive it safest to delegate and deposit the
supreme executive power, now naturally in the people, in a Senate and
House of Representatives and that the Senate and House or Represent&·
tives have all and every the powers and authority mebtioned in said
propoRed form of government to be vested in the Go,·ernor or Governor
and Council and if in recese or the General Court to a Committee or
Sarcty.
The question being put whether said proPosed Constitution be accepted with the foregoing exceptions alterations and amen<lments and
whether the parts not objected to be accepted and it passed in the
affirmative.

Tho temporary constitution, by its terms, was operative only
during the war. If peace was declared before another constitution
was adopted, New Hampshire would be left without organic law
or government. To provide against such a dilemma, the general
court desired the towns to vote upon a proposition to continue the
temporary constitution in force until June 10, 1784.
The town of Plymouth, March 11, 1783, voted unanimously:That the present pJan of government be lengthened out to the tenth
day or June 178(, provided a permanent pJan or government for the
state should not be established antecedent to said date.

The third draft of a constitution was submitted to the people in
the summer of 1783. The word " governor," to which considerable
objection had been made, was now eliminated, and the chief ex·
ccuth·e was styled president, and was required to preside in the
senate. It was approved by the people, and declared to be the
civil constitution of the State of New Hampshire, to take place on
the first Wednesday of June, 1784.
The final vote of Plymouth on the adoption of the constitution
bas not been discovered, but at a meeting in April, 1783, the town
reaffirmed the objections made to the second draft, and ordered
that a new copy of the same be sent to the convention when it
reassembled in June.
The framing and adoption of constitutions was the nece;,ssarr.

•
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work of a new government. About midway between the conven·
tions for the creation and the ·first convention for the amendment
of the State constitution was the convention for the approval or
rejection by New Hampshire of the Federal constitution. In the
convention called for this purpose the plan of representation was
the same as then existed in the house of representatives. Plymouth
and the near-by towns were represented as follows: Plymouth,
Rumney, and Wentworth by Francis Worcester; Holderness,
Campton, and Thornton by Samuel Livermore; and New Chester,
Alexandria, and Coekermouth by Thomas Crawford.
It was the province of the earlier conventions to formulate a
constitution for submission to the people. This convention was a
body of representatives authorized to approve or reject a constitu·
tion already framed. Amendments if adopted were advisory, and
the only vital issue was a consent or refusal to ratify. On the main
issue the convention was quite evenly divided, and the debate was
animated and earnest. On the fourth day of an adjourned session
the Federal constitution was ratified by New Hampshire by a vote
of 57 to 47. The eleven members from Grafton County, except
Joseph Hutchins of Haverhill, voted for ratification. The journal
of the convention is printed in Volume X, State Papers, and for
an interesting story of the proceedings, see The New· Hampshire
Federal Convention, .by Joseph B. Walker of Concord.
In response to precepts issued for the election of delegates, a
convention to revise the constitution assembled in Concord the first
Wednesday in September, 1791, of which Samuel J~ivennore of
Holderness was the president. Plymouth and Rumney then con·
stituted a representative district. The delegate was Dr. John
Rogers of this town. A journal of the convention is found in
Volume X, State Papers. Dr. Rogers voted in the affirmative,
and in a minority upon the propositions to increase the number
of senators and to eliminate the words " Shall be of the Protestant
religion." He voted with the majority in striking out the provisions requiring the chief executive to preside in the senate and to
substitute the name of governor for president of the State. The
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amended constitution was twice submitted. The vote of Plymouth
on the second submission was eleven for adoption and fifteen
against.
The constitution of 1783, amended 1792, was the fundamental
law of the State until the amendment of 1851. At frequent intervals the people were given an opportunity to order the calling of
a convention for revision and continued for many years to vote
decisively against the proposition. The following are the dates
of the act submitting the question of calling a convention, the date
of the town mooting in Plymouth, and the vote of the town: Ucccmbcr 13, 179!t
June 11, 1806
June 24, 1813
December 11, 1820
January 6, 1888
July 6, 1833
July 1, J83i
June 19, 1844
Jnly 10, 1846
,July 7, 1849

1\larcb 10, 1800
March 10, 1806
Mnrch 8, 1814
March 18, 1821
March 12, 1888
March 11, 1884.March 13, 1888
November 4, 184-4
J\[arcb 9, 1847
March 12, 1850

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

0
0
1
34
84
41
75
39
54
158

No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No

94
83
58
20
49
78
86
114
2
58

In March, 1850, for the first time in many years, the State
voted in the affirmative. There were 28,877 votes for and 14,489
against calling a convention. The convention assembled and
orgnnize<l at Concord, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 1850, with FrankJin Pierce, president, and Thomas J . Whipple, secretary. Rev.
Willinm Nelson was tho tlolcgnto from Plymouth, serving with
ca·c<lit to himself anll honor to the town. Fifteen amendments
were submitted for approval or rejection by the people. The vote
upon the proposed amendments was taken March 11, 1851. Every
amendment was rejected by the voters of the State. The vote in
Plymouth upon the several propositions was: 1
2
S
(
5

Amendments to bill or rights
Biennial Election or House of Representatives &c.
Thirty Senators biennially elected
A lieutenant governor, biennially elected
Biennial elections and sessions

88 yes 188 no
19
210
26
200
27
202
18
216
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6 Many cbangoa In the appointment and election ot
oftlclala
7 Triad Justices
8 Abolition of religions teat and property qualification
9 Legislative submiuion of proposed amendments
10 Election by the people of Jndges and attorney general
11 Superintendent of public instruction created
12 Commisaion of agriculture created
18 Provision for elections by plurality
14 Abolition of Executive Council
15 Several minor amendments jointly submitted

27 yes 200 no
84
195
SS
81
17
18
18
22

83
22

196
196
211

209
215
205
194

202

The constitutional convention reassembled April 16, 1851, and
proceeded to canvass· the vote of the State upon the several proposed amendments. None having been approved, the convention
resubmitted the eighth and ninth amendments. By a division of
the eighth there were three propositions submitted to the people.
The vote was taken throughout the State March 9, 1852. The
vote of Plymouth follows: 1 Abolition of the religious test
2 Abolition of property qualification
8 Legislative submission of proposed amendments

M yea 19 no
29
48
SO

81

The second proposed amendment only was approved and ratified. The vote of the State was 15,297 for ratification and 5,799
opposed.
The next convention was called in accordance with a vote taken
in March, 1776. Upon the question of the expediency of calling
a convention, the town of Plymouth did not vote March, 1858,
March, 1861, March, 1863, November, 1864. At meeting assembled Nov. 3, 1868, the town gave 1 vote in favor of calling
a convention and 124 against, and in March, 1870, the town
voted to dismiss the article of the warrant. March, 1876, there
were 64 votes for and 99 against a convention. The calling of
a convention was approved by a total vote in the State of 28,971
to 10,912, and the sixth constitutional convention assembled at
Concord, Dec. 6, 1876. The delegates from Plymouth wcro
Joseph Burrows and Nathan H. Weeks. Mr. Burrows was one
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of the committee on future amendments of the constitution an<l.
an able advocate of several propositions. Mr. Weeks, like his
associate, voted for a majority of the proposed amendments.
Goorgc II. Adams, now of Plymouth, was a delegate from Campton. The convention submitted thirteen propositions, which were
voted upon by the several towns March 13, 1877. The vote of
Plymouth follows: 1 Abolition of word Protestant
87 yea
2 Trial otemall causes
101
8 Biennial elections
89
4 Amended plan of representation
M
6 Twenty four eenators ·
88
6 Election of sheri~ registers and solicitors by the people 97
7 Abolition of religious test
89
8 Town aid to corporations barred
92
9 State Election in November
116
10 Jury trials of appealed cases
102
11 Jurisdiction or Justice's court
89
12 P~ohibition of removal from office for political reasons 87
18 Provision concerning parochial schools
114

188 no
lU
186
171
142
128
136
188
109
128
186
188
111

Eleven of the proposed amendments were approved by the
people, and the first and twelfth were rejected. An act providing
for an expression of the people upon the expediency of calling a
constitutional convention was approved July 27, 1883. The people
refused to call a convention by a vote of 13,036 to 14,120; lees
than one-third of the voters expressed an opinion upon the proposition. The question was again submitted by an act approved
Aug. 13, 1885. The vote of the people was taken in March,
1886. The town of Plymouth voted 36 for and 78 against a convention. The vote of the State was 11,466 for and 10,213 against.
The convention was Called, and assembled at Concord, Jan. 2,
1889. The delegate from Plymouth was Hazen D. Smith, who
was appointed to the committee on future amendments to the constitution. The convention submitted seven proposed amendments.
The vote of the people was taken March 12, 1889. The vote of
Plymouth upon the several propositions was: -
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1 Legislature to assemble and official year to begin in
January
2 Renators and representatives paid a statett salary
8 Vacancies in senate filled by new election
Speaker of the house to sncceed u Governor
6 The prohibition of manufacture and sale of spirftoos
liquors
6 Non-eectarfan amendment
7 Abolition or cluaed towns In representation

•

189 yea
197
170
188

92
99
78

41 no

40
45
85
167
88

lOS

Five amendments were ratified by the people. The fifth and
sixth proposed amendments were rejected. Upon the expediency
of calling a new convention for the revision of the constitution,
the sense of the people was taken in accordance with an act
approved April 1, 1893. The vote was light and the negative
prevailed, and with the same result a vote was taken under the
provisions of an act approved March 27, 1895. In these two expressions of the sentiment of the people, about one-third of the
voters of the State expressed an opinion. The third effort to call
a convention was succeasful. The act was approved March 1,
1899, and the sense of the people upon the expediency was taken
at the November election in 1900. Out of a total vote of over
90,000 only 10,571 expressed a desire for a convention, and only
3,287 voted against the proposition. The vote of the people was
an expression, and the subsequent rejection of nearly all the
amendments was a demonstration that there was no popular demand for a revision of the constitution.
The convention assembled in the hall of the house of representatives, at Concord, Tuesday, Dec. 2, 1902. The delegates
from Plymouth were Frank W. Russell and Alvin F. Wentworth.
Other delegates of Plymouth connections were Frank E. Dlodgett
of Allenstown, George W. Stone of Andover, John M. Mitchell
of Concord, Mortier L. Morrison of Peterborough, Henry Cummings of Enfield, Edwin P. Pike of Haverhill, William R. Park
of Warren, and Irving W. Drew of Lancaster. Mr. Wen~ortl1
was appointed on the committee of organization, and Mr. Russell
served on the committee on mode of future amendments. The
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convention adjourned December 19, submitting ten proposed
amendments. The vote upon the acceptance or rejection of the
several propositions was taken at the annual meeting, :March 10,
1903. The vote of Plymouth follows: Amendment No. 1.
Atl<l at the end or article eleven of the Bill of Rights the following:
But no person shall have the right to vote, or be eligible to office under
the constitution of this state, who shall not be able to read the constitution in the English language, and to write; provided, houJever, that tbis
provision aball not apply to any person prevented by a physical disability
from complying with its requisitions, nor to any person who now bas the
rigM to vote, nor to any person who shall be sixty years of age or upwards
on the first day of January, A. D. 1904.
Yes 289 No 49
Amendment No. 2.
Amend article 47, part second, of the constitution by addi~g to It the
words Provided that no person shall be 80 nominated and recommended
until he shaD have been examine<l and round duly qualified by an examining board appointed by the governor; 80 that the said article 47 shall
read as follows :
ART. 41. The captains and subalterns in tbe respective regiments shall
be nominated and recommended by the fteld officers to the governor, who
is to issue their commissions Immediately on receipt or such recommendation ; provided, that no person shall be so nominated and recommended
until be shall have been examined an<l found duly qualified by an examining board appointed by the governor.
Yee 188 No 68
Amendment No. 8.
Amend article 66, part second, of the constitution by striking out the
words "and commissary-general " and inserting the words "and the"
between the word " secretary " and the word " treasurer," 80 that the
said article 66 shall read as follows :
AnT. 66. The secretary and the treasurer shall be chosen by joint ballot
of the senators and representatives, a.eaembled in one room.
Yes 95 No 100
Amendment No. 4.
Amend article 6, part eecond, of the constitution 80 that it shall read :
ART. 6. The public chargee or government, or any part thereof, may
be rniBC<l by taxation upon poDs, estates, and other classes of property,
including rrancbisee and property when pasaing by will or inheritance ;
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and there shall be a valuation of the estates within the state taken anew
onoe in every five years, at least, and aa much oftener aa the general
court aball order.
Yea 122 No 91
Amendment No.6.
.Amend article 76, part second, ot the constitution by tbe addition ot
the foUowing worda:
And tbe general court are further empowered to give to police courts
jurisdiction to try and determine, subject to tbe respondent's right of
appeal and trial by jury, criminal causes wherein the punishment Is less
than imprisonment in the state prison; 10 that when amended said section
shall read:
ABT. 76. 'fhe general court are empowered to give to justices of the
peaoe jurisdiction in civil causes, when the damages demanded shall not
exceed one hundred dollara and title of real estate is not concerned, but
with right of appeal to either party to some other court. And the general
court are further empowered to give to police courts jurisdiction to try
and determine, subject to tbe respondent's right of appeal and trial by jury,
criminal causea wherein tbe punishment is less than imprisonment in state
prison.
Yes 18( No 79
.Amendment No. 6.
Amend article 6 of the Bill of Rights by striking therefrom the word
" evangelical," and inserting tbe wonl Christian in place thereof, and by
striking out the word " towns " rl'om said section wherever it appears,
and by striking out the word " Protcatant;" also by striking out the
words " And every denomination or Christiana " from the third clnuse or
said article 6, and inserting tbe words " All religious sects and denominations " in place thereof, so that the same 1&8 amended shall read :
AaT. 6. As morality and piety, rightly grounded on Christian principles, will give the beat and greateat security to government, and will
lay in the hearLa or men the strongest obligations to due subjection, and
aa tbe knowledge or these Is most likely to be propagated through a society by the institution or the public worship or the DEITY and of public
inatructiou In morality and religion, therefore to promote those important
purposes, the people of this state have a right to empower, and do hereby
fully empower, the legislature to authorize, from time to time, the several
parishes, bodies corporate or religious aocieties within this state to make
adequate provision, at their own expense, for the support and maintenance of public teachers of piety, religion, and morality. Provickd, noltDiiMtancling, that the several parishes, bodies corporate, or religious
aocietiea shall at ail times have the exclulfh·e right of electing their own
public teachers and of contracting with them for their support and
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maintenance. And no person of any one particular religious eect or denomination shall ever be compelled to pay toward the support of the
teacher or teachers of another persuasion, sect, or denomination. All
religious sects and denominations, demeaning themseh•es quietly and as
good subjects of the state, shall be equally under the protection of the
law ; and no subordination of an_y one eect or denomination tu another
shall ever be established by law. And nothing herein shall be understood to affect any former contracts made for tho support of the ministry;
but all such contracts shall remain and be in the same state as if this
constitution had not been made.
Yes 96 No 110
Amendment No. 7.
The word " male " is hereby stricken out of article 27, part second, of
the constitution.
Yes 84 No 187
Amendment No. 8.
Article 82 of the constitution Ia amended by adding the following :
Free and fair competition In the trades and industries is an inherent and
CBSentialtight of tile people and should be protected against all monopolies and conspiracies which tend to binder or destroy it. The size and
functionR of all corporations should be so limited and regulated as to
prohibit fictitious capitalization, and proV181on should be made for the
supervision and government thereof:
Therefore, all just power possessed by the state is hereby granted to
the general court. to enact laws to prevent the operations within the state
of all persona and associations, aml all trusts and corporations, foreign or
domestic, and the officers thereof, who endeavor to raise the price of any
arti~le of commer<:e or to destroy free and fair competition in,.tbe trades
and industries through combination, conspiracy, monopoly, or any other
unfair means ; to control and regulate the acta of all such persons, associations. corporations, trusts, and officials doing business within the state ;
to prevent fictitious capitalization ; and to authorize civil and criminal
proceedings in respect to all the wrongs herein declared against.
Yes 146 No 68
Amendment No. 9.
Amend articles 9 and 10 of part second of the constitution by striking
out the word" six," and Inserting instead thereof the word" eight;" and
by striking out the word " eighteen," and inserting instead thereof the
word" twenty-four ; "and by striking out the word" twelve," and inserting
instead thereof the word " sixteen ; " and by adding to section 10 the following : Pr01Jided, that the legislature may authorize contiguous towns, or
contiguous towns and warda having, respectively, leas than eight hundred inhabitants, but whose inhabitants in the aggregate equal or exceed
VOL.L-14
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eight hundred, to unite for tbe purpose or electing a representAtive, If
each town 80 decides by major vote, at a meeting called for the purpose ;
and the votes of towns, thus united, shall be cast, counted, returned, and
declared, aa the votes for senators are cast, counted, returned, and doclaa·ed ; and the governor sho.ll, fourteen days before the ftret Wcdneeday
or each biennial eceeion of the legislature, i&&ue hie summons to such
persons aa appear to be chosen representatives, by a plurality or votes,
to attend and take their aeata on that day ; 80 that said sections, u
amended, ah&Lll read ae follows :
ART~ 9. Tbca·e sho.ll be, in the legislature of this state, a reprcacnta·
tlon or the people, biennially elected, and founded upon principles of
equality ; and, in order that such repreaento.tlon may be u equal u cir·
cumstancee will admit, every town, or place entitled to town privileges,
and warda or cities, having eight btmdn.-d inhabitants by the lBBt general
census of tbe state, to.ken by authority or the United States or or this
state, may elect one representative; if twenty-four hundred such inhabitants, may ·elect two representatives; and 80 proceeding in that proportion, making sixteen hundred such inhabitants the mean increasing
number for any additional representative : provid«l, that no town aball
be divided or tho boundaries or the wards or any city so altered .. to increase the number of representath·es to which such town or city may be
entit.Jed by the next preceding census ; and provided further, that, to
those towns and cities which since the last census have been divided or
had their boundaries or ward lines changed, the general court In eeaeion
next before these amendments shall take effect shall equitably apportion
representation in such manner that the number shall not be greater than
it would have been bad no such division or alteration been made.
ART. 10. Whenever any town, place, or city ward shall have le&&
than eight hundred such inhabitants, t.he general court shall authorize
sttch town, place, or ward to elect and send to the general court a representative such proportionate pat·t of the time, in each period or ten years,
ae the number of ita inhabitants shall bear to eight hundred ; but the
general court shaU not authorize any such town, place, or ward to elect
and send such representative, except aa herein provided; provided, that
tho legislature may authorize contiguous towns, or contiguous towns and
wards having, respectively, leae than eight hundred inhabitants, but whose
inhabitants In the aggregate equal or exceed eight hundred, to unite fqr
the purpose or eleoting a representative, if each town 80 decides by major
vote, at. a meeting called for the purpose ; and the votes or towns, thus
united, shall be cast, counted, returned, and declared, aa the votes for
senators are caet; counted, returned, and declared ; and the governor shall,
fburteen days before the ftrat Wedoesday of ·each biennial seealon of the
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legislature, issue his summons to such persons as appear to be chosen
representath·es, by a plurality of votes, to attend and take their seats on
that day.
Yes 122 No 89
Amendment No. 10.
Add to the constitution the following:
The legislature shall have full power and authority to establish more
than one place of public meeting within the limits of any town or ward
in the state for the casting, counting, declaring, and returning of votes,
and the election of officers under the constitution; to prescribe the
manner of warning, holding, and conducting such meetings; and for that
purpose to divide any town or ward into voting precincts.
·
Yes 93 No 104:

The total vote of the State regarded the proposed amendments
with less favor. The third, :fifth, sixth, seventh, ninth, and tenth
propositions were rejected by the people.
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH.

" VOTED to hire Mr. Nathan, Ward to preach four days in
the township aforesaid this spring."
There is no passage in the records of Plymouth that illustrates
the character of the proprietors and the desires of the early settlers
with equal force and clearness. In the culture of their childhood
and in the experience of maturer years a community was not
complete and the souls of men were not satisfied without the
stated ministrations of the Gospel In .a continued exp1'688ion of
this sentiment a church was founded and a minister was settled
two years before the organization of the town.
The vote to hire Mr. Ward was passed at Hollis by the proprietors April 16, 1764.
The article in the warrant for the meeting was more comprehensive than the vote, and combined they present ample assurance
of an early establishment of a permanent and uninterrupted ministry in Plymouth. The article follows: To see what meathod the Proprietors will Take about Setteling a min-

later at Plymoth and Likewise to see if thay will be at tho Cost of
Hiering sum Preaching there the year insuing and also to Raise money
if there is need to Defray the Charge and to actt and Do aney other
thing wbicb may then be thought proper by the Propriators.

With such ample evidence of the early intentions and thought
of the men who were forwarding the settlement, the future main·
tenance of the ministry is fully assured.
Ensign David Hobart was selected "to wait upon Mr. Ward."
In his mission the worthy representative of the proprietors was
successful.
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Rev. Henry A. Hazen, in an able and instructive Centennial
Discourse, has preserved the testimony of Deacon John Willoughby, that Mr. Ward preached two discourses in Plymouth,
Sunday, May 19, 1764, and that the text of the morning sermon
was Isaiah i. 19: " If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat
the good of the land." In the afternoon the text was Luke
xv. 24: " For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he
was lost and is found. And they began to be merry."
These sermons were preached at the house of Col. David
Webster. Mr. Ward wrote the story of hie ministry on the tablets of the human heart, and whatever record he made of the events
of his labors or the history of the church have been lost many
years. It is stated in Ward Genealogy, published 1851, that the
church of Plymouth was organized April 16, 1764. This date
has been accepted as a part of the written history of the church.
It was the same day the proprietors, exercising the functions of
a parish, voted to hire Mr. Ward to preach four days. This is
the oldest church in Grafton County. The next in the order of
seniority is the church embracing Haverhill and Newbury, Vt.,
which was organized in September following.
The next minute in the records upon this subject is a vote,
passed at a meeting in Hollis, July 9, 1764, to allow Abel Webster
twenty pounds old tenor for boarding Mr. Ward twelve days.
This sum is stated in depreciated -currency, and was equivalent to
about six days' labor. It has been assumed by the students of
Plymouth history that Abel Webster entertained Mr. Ward at
Plymouth, and that this record of payment for board is evidence
that Mr. Ward was twelve days in Plymouth previous to July 9,
1764. It is quite probable that before midsummer of the first
year Mr. Ward was in Plymouth more than twelve days, but the
vote to pay Abel Webster for hie entertainment cannot be accepted
as evidence. It is known that Abel Webster did not remove to
Plymouth until 1765, and that at a meeting held in February,
1865, he is styled Abel Webster of Hollis.
The first vote of the proprietors was not a proposition to di&-
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oover and procure a minister, but a matured purpose to employ
Mr. Ward, apparently known to them, and whose assent bad boen
secured. It is not proven, but it appears probable, that Yr. Ward
was in Hollis a part of the year 17 64, that the terms of his
settlement in Plymouth were arranged there, and that for twelve
days at least he was entertained by Abel Webster.
At the same meeting, July 9, 1764, the proprietors "voted to
give Mr. Nathan Ward a call to Settel in the work of the Gospel
ministry at Plymouth." This meeting was adjoumed to SeJr
tember 8, when the proprietors " voted to hire two days preaching
at Plymouth this fall."
At this date a considerable number of families were penna·
nently located in the town. Yr. Ward had preached to them
several Sabbaths. He had sat by their rude firesides and had
learned from observation the hardships and self·denials of a new
settlement. As he preached from the pulpit, they respected the
minister. As be mingled with them in gentle sympathy and
brotherly kindness, they loved the man. To them a minister had
been sent, and they were content. To Mr. Ward the door was
opened, revealing to his mental vision the labor of a lifetime.
At once the future was secure. If there was any hesitancy on
the part of Mr. Ward, or any reservation on the part of the
oongregation, it has escaped record. From the facts known, the
inference is an assertion of perfect harmony and satisfaction.
According to congregational Usage, the call of the church must
be supplemented by the assent of a body exercising the fun~
tions of a parish. Either the town of Plymouth or the propri·
etors must act in this capacity. Undoubtedly this problem was
fully debated. At a meeting of the proprietors, assembled at the
house of Samuel Cummings in Hollis, Feb. 12, 1765, an article
in the warrant to organize the town was dismissed. Comp~
bending the effect of such action, the proprietors at the same
meeting, in the capacity of a parish, .
Voted to give Mr. Nathan Ward for his yearly salary one hundred
and ftRy ounces ot silver or the value or it in New Hampahire money
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noel also thirty cords of wood nnnunlly until the town shall increase to
tbe number of one hundred families; and then to add five ounces to his
salary every year till it. amounts to two hundred ounces and so remain
during the time thnt be is nhle to carry on the work of the ministry.
Voted to give Mr. Nathan Wnrd one hundred nnd twenty dollars for
his encouragement. for his settling in the work of the ministry at Plymouth, besides the right given him by the charter.
Voted Ensign David Hobart, John Brown, and Abel Webster be a
committee to wait upon 1\Ir. Ward to see if be will accept of the iocourngement gil"en him by the proprietors.

The details of the mission of the committee and the formal
answer of Mr. Ward are not preserved. The continued progress
of the work, preliminary to an ordination, was not suspended. A
meeting of the proprietors was called April 3 to assemble April
25 at the house of Samuel Cummings. At this meeting the proprietors "chose David Hobart, Abel Webster, John Brown, William Nevins, and Stephen Webster to act in behalf of the
proprietors in respect to the ordination of Mr. Nathan Ward."
This was the last meeting held in Hollis. At a meeting held at
the house of David Webster in Plymouth, June 13, 1765, provision
was made for the salary of Mr. Ward.
Voted to raise seventeen pounds flfteen shillings, old tenor, upon each
right. for Mr. Ward's salary for the year ensuing [£1065).
Voted to rnise twelve pounds fifl.een sbillinga, old tenor upon each
right for Mr. Ward's 11cttlement.
Voted to raise throe pounds, old tenor, upon each right for ordination
expenses.

There were sixty taxable rights. The sum of the three votes
in old tenor was equivalent, at prices then prevailing, to over
six hundred days' labor.
There is no original record of the installation of Mr. Ward.
Plymouth was then a frontier town, and remote from the homes
of the ministers invited to solemnize the event. Influenced by the
conditions prevailing, a council frequently assembled at a convenient point ·an<l remote from the church which called it. In
this instance it would be anticipated that the ministers invited
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would assemble in southern New Hampshire or in MllSSachusctts.
A church manual was printed in 1830. The little pamphlet is prefaced by one page of historical record, containing the statement
that Mr. Ward was ordained over the church in Plymouth, at Newburyport, July 10, 1765. The Ward Genealogy repeats the record,
giving the date July 11, 1765. The eleventh of July was Thursday, and is a more probable date for a church ceremony.
The records of twenty-three churches have been examined, without results, for incidental reference to this council. The examination neither proves nor disproves anything in this connection.
In most instances there were found no references to any councils
to which the churches were invited.
The terms " ordination " and " installation " were often confused in the early records. It is probable that the council which
asembled at Newburyport in July, 1765, recognized the previous
ordination of Mr. Ward at Newton, Mass., and that the ceremony
was an installation.
The town was organized in July, 1766, and at once assumed
the duties of a parish, relieving the proprietors from rcsJlOll·
sibility. The second meeting, held at the house of James Hobart
in October, was called to raise money for town purposes and
" to see if the town will give Rev. :Mr. Ward the same salary
and settlement that was formerly voted him by the proprietors."
The town voted: To give the Rev. Mr. Ward fifty pounds in money and thirty cords or
wood the present year for his salary.
To give the Rev. Mr. Ward thirty six pounds in money for settlement
and whereas Mr. Abel Webater baa paid the foregoing thirty six pounds
to the Rev. Mr. Ward for settlement that the town shall pay to the said
A bel W ebater the aforesaid money with interest till paid.

The proprietors had assessed and Abel Webster had collected
the sum voted for a settlement, but had not assessed the first year's
salary. In refunding to the proprietors the money paid for settlement, the town assumed the contract with :Mr. Ward from the
date of his settlement. The proprietors paid only for the preach-
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ing preceding, and the expenses of, the ordination. In the following years the town adopted several measures for procuring the
stipulated amount of :firewood, and raised the salary for many
yenrs in tho use of a phrase that remained unchanged: " Voted
Mr. Ward his contracL"
In the progress of years, and while prudently and successfully
exercising the functions of a parish, the town shared the experience of many communities of the State. In many towns there
were a few persons who embraced the Baptist faith, and who
generally absented themselves from the stated meetings of the
Congregationalists, and who frequently paid the ministerial tax
under protesL It was the beginning of a separation of the town
and the church and the acceptance of the more rational and equitable regulation of the toleration acL There is no recorded evidence of any failure of a perfect concord and unity of opinions in
Plymouth until 1777, when eight taxpayers entered their dissent
to the vote to raise the money by town tax for the payment of the
salary of Mr. Ward. In the following year seven dissented. In
the years 1778 and 1779 these men petitioned the town to be
excused by vote from the tax. Their request was denied by the
town. The petitioners then refused to pay the ministerial tax
when assessed, and the collector proceeded by process of law
against their estates. The issue was made. Abel Webster, one
of the persons who refused to pay the tax, hastened to Exeter in
February, 1780, with a petition, signed by the dissenters, praying
for an act of relief. There he met Francis Worcester, who was
a member of the council. They were able men, and both were influential in the town. In the matter of taxation for the support
of the minister, Mr. Worcester was a leader of the majority, while
Mr. Webster, holding the confidence and respect of all, was a
potent factor of the minority. They conversed at Exeter upon the
situation, and :finally Mr. Webster accepted the advice of Mr.
Worcester to suppress the petition for the present and to ascertain
what the town woultl <lo in the premises. Viewed in the fading
light of one hundred and twenty-five years, and from the stand·
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point of amended conditions, many issues of moment to our
fathers appear trivial to us. The situation was critical. In many
towns the majority unduly oppressed the minority, excluding
them from office and denying them the privilege of participating
in town aftairs, except the payment of taxes. In Plymouth none
were elected to office more frequently than the dissenters, and
there appears no breach in social relations. Under such conditions, a wise decision could not be delayed. In 1780 an agreement was made between the parties. The dissenters agreed to
pay all taxes for the support of Mr. Ward that had been ·assessed,
and to pay the costs made by the collector of taxes. The dignity
of the town was maintained, and the majority promptly assented
to the conditions proposed by the dissenters that hereafter " all
persorui of the Baptist principles who are not inclined to hear
Mr. Ward be excused from ministerial taxes." The dissenters,
at the cost of yielding to the supremacy of the town in the past,
won the essential feature of the contention. Thereafter all was
peace. After Abel Webster returned to Plymouth Mr. Worcester
wrote the following letter, which is complimentary to the writer
and voices the sentiment of the town in the final measures of conciliation. The letter was written on one side of a large half-sheet
of paper, and in using the reverse side to record the minutes of
a town meeting, the letter is preserved for use in this connection.
E:nna Feb'7 17, 1780.

To the Selectmen or the Town or Plymouth
Gentlemen.
Mr. Abel Webster inroa·nu:<t that Distress is made by tho Constable or Plymouth upon th.e goo<la aud estates of some of those persona
in said Town who have absented themselves f'rom Mr. Ward's MceUng, by
means whereof Mr. W ebater attended the General Court with a Petition
signed by a considerable number or the Inhabitants or Plymouth praying
to be released from paying any taxes towania the support of Mr. Wanl,
which is as they set forth contrary to Liberty or Conscience as they are
of a dift'erent persuasion. I desired hian not to present the Petition to
the Court until such time as the opinion of the Town might be taken
upon it, to which he consented and is returned home again.
Our Town II young and small ; disputes in any public Coua't will sen·e
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to weaken and Jay a foundation for malice ill will and party spirit, instead
of promoting and cultivating Peace Union and Harmony, which is ao
neceaeary to the bnppinees and well being of every community, especially
Towns in their Infant state.
With such like ''iews, I apprehend that it would be best to return to
the owners all goods taken by Distress In that way and let another
trial bo made to settle and accomodate these difficulties among ourselves
aud thereby lay a foundation for Peace in the Town, which i8 t.be hearty
desire of
Humble Servt

Fn.ucts Woncursn

The persons who entered a protest against being taxed for the support of a minister not of their faith in 1777, 1778, and 1779 were
Thomas Lucas, Zebadiah Richardson, Ephraim Keyes, Stephen
'Webster, Stephen Webster, Jr., Abel Webster, Amos Webster,
Joseph Wheeler, Stephen Wells, Simeon Hovey, Paul Wells.
Tho persons who wore excused from paying taxes for the
support of Mr. Ward after the compromise of 1780 were Stephen
Webster, Stephen Webster, Jr., Daniel C. Webster, Abel Webster,
Nathaniel Webster, Stephen Wells, Zebadiah Richardson, Abijah
Wright, Ephraim Keyes, Samuel Ambrose, Jacob Draper, Joseph
Kimball, Simeon Hovey, Thomas Lucas, Henry Erving. This
record ends with the close of the year 1783. There were additions· in subsequent years, but the names of those who made the
issue and established the innovation are given.
·
Until the beginning of this movement the salary of Mr. Ward
hnd been raised and paid with uniform regularity. On account
of the burdens incident to the Revolution, and the refusal of the
Baptists to pay their proportion of the tax, it appears in 1780
that the salary for the two preceding years bad not been paid. A
pnrt of tho sum duo had boon tendered in depreciated currency,
which Mr. Ward had refused.
Having come to a permanent understanding with the Baptists,
the town, in April, 1780, offered Mr. Ward three hundred ounces
in silver for the salary of the past two years, which was accepted.
In March, 1781, the town offered :Mr. Ward £50 in silver, at
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six shillings and eight pence per ounce [150 ounces], deducting
the proportion of those persons who withdrew from his preaching.
At the same time Col. Joseph Senter, Lieut. Josiah Drown, and
Ebenezer Blodgett were requested to wait upon Mr. Ward and
learn his decision. To this proposition Mr. Ward made reply
that he would be content with £40 and no deductions, to which
the town assented. In 1'181 the town gave Mr. Ward £50, and
he returned £10 as a voluntary contribution towards the expense
of building Baker's River bridge. As long as money was computed in sterling the salary was £50. In 1'183 Yr. Ward came
forward with a proposition to give the town one-half of his
salary, and only £25 was raised that year. Mter the Revolution the town increased in wealth and population, and the
salary of the minister was fully paid without complaint or un·
usual sacrifice.
Yr. Ward was often invited to })reach or attend councils in
other towns, and he frequently held week-day services in many
settlements destitute of a pastor. It is stated in the Diary of
Matthew Patten of Bedford that Yr. Ward of Plymouth preached
in Derryfield, Sunday, June 23, 1771, and in Bedford, Sunday,
March 1, 1772. He preached for Rev. Timothy Walker of Con·
oord, Sunday, Nov. 19, 1780, and often he rode to New Chester,
Bridgewater, and other near-by towns and preached to willing
listeners in barns and in groves.
Rev. Nathan Ward, the first pastor of the Congregational
Church of Plymouth, was born in Newton, Mass., April 11, 1721.
His parents were Joseph and Esther (Kenrick) Ward, and many
of his kindred were distinguished in civil and church affairs.
In early life Mr. W!ird was a farmer. He was not a oollege
graduate, but he was not an uneducated man. He was nearly or
quite thirty years of age when he began to preach and assumed
the solemn obligations of ordination.
Rev. George Whitefield, in 1'140, made his first visit to New
England. His fame had preceded him, and multitudes from near
and far flocked to hear him. To the churches of New England
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he did not preach new doctrines, but with the force and eloquence
of an impassioned nature he persuaded men to fervid resolutions
and denounced the churches for any failure in maintaining the
standard of his exalted ideals. If he was not approved by some of
the ministers he was welcomed to the pulpit of many churches.
During a later mission to America, in 1748, Mr. Whitefield
preached in Newton, and among the many who were awakened
was Nathan Ward. A large majority of the followers of Whitefield remained within, or subsequently were connected with, the
Congregational churches. Those who withdrew from the churches
and founded independent churches were called New Lights or
Separatists. In Newton an independent church was organized,
and Mr. Ward was invited to become their pastor. The meetings
assembled at his house. He was regularly ordained, and ministered to his devoted :flock about seven years.
By the law and custom of the time, ordained ministers were
exempt from taxation. The town authorities of Newton, withholding the privilege granted to other ordained ministers, continued to tax Mr. Ward, who preferred the following memorial,
which was presented in town meeting March 3, 1755:Gentlemen:- It bath plensed a sovereign and an wise God, who Is
wont to choose the wenk things of the world to confonnd the wise, ns I
humbly tn1st and belicYe, to can me, WhO am less than the )east Of all
saints, to preach his gospel, and also to tAke the pnstoral care of a church
in this town, who, some few years past embodied Into a church for the
carrying on the Worship of God ngrc<'ahle to his wont and their consciences : nnd I hnve been, ns some or you are eye wiLnessee ordained
and solemnly set apart to tho work or the goepcl minis'ry by prayer and
'ho laying on of hands.
.
An.t now, genUemen, you well know that it ever hath been the case
that those who bath been ordained to the work of the goepel ministry
ever hnth been freed from all taxes or rates, and indeed they are so both
by the Divine and Civil law. But yet, notwithstanding my caUing as a
minister of God's word and ordinances, tbe assessors of tbla town have
been t>lcll8ed, since tbe time ot my ordination, both to rate my person
and assess my estate, which, I apprehend, Ia not their duty to do, nor
Indeed mine to pay. And now, gentlemen, as it is in .roar power to
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grant me freedom in tbia matter, my bumble petition and request unto
you at this time ia, that you woultl free me, together with my estat.c
under my particular improvement, from being rated or aaaeased so long
as I shall act in this public character, that I may enjoy the like privilege• of this nature as do other ordained minlstera. And eo doing you
will oblige
Your moat bumble aenant,
NATIU.M W ABD,

In the course of a few years a majority of the little church in
Newton became Anti-pedobaptists. Mr. Ward adhered to his
belief in infant baptism. There is no evidence of any discord
between the pastor and his church, hut they were living in an
age when slight differences in the creed were regarded as consequentiaL The relations were amicably dissolved. In 1760, and
whUe an effort was being made to found a church and parish,
comprising the towns of Walpole and Newcastle in Maine, Mr.
Ward preached there several months, dividing his labors between
the two towns. The union was not consummated, and Mr.
Ward remained, preaching wholly in Newcastle. A call was extended May 8, 1761, and was accepted. In the mutual arrangements for the installation, the time and place of the ceremonies
were referred wholly to Mr. Ward. According to Congregational usage a number of churches were invited to meet in
council The churches invited to the contemplated installation
were: Concord, Mass., Rev. Daniel Bliss; Hollis, Rev. Daniel
Emerson; Boston, Mass., Brick Church, Rev. Ebenezer Pemberton; Boston, Mass., Old South Church, Rev. Joseph Sewall, D.D.;
Sutton, :Mass., Rev. David Hall, D.D.; Bridgewater, Mass., Rev.
John Porter; Ipswich, :Mass., Chebacco Parish, Rev. John
Cleaveland.
The law of the province required that the settlement of a min·
ister was not legally consummated until the proceedings were
approved by a majoriiy of the ministers of the county. At this
time there were no settled ministers in the county, and time was
consumed in seeking advice concerning the legality of the arrangements. In the meantime the question was raised whether Mr.
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Ward had been regularly dismiseed at Newton, and a committee
was appointed to enlighten the people of Newcastle on that point.
In the report of the committee, says Rev. David Quimby Cushman, "Mr. Ward stood before them as a man of candor and
uprightness and a minister of blameless conversation, rectitude
of cbarncter, and success in his work."
It is more than probable that the council was not convened, and
in the summer of 1763 Mr. Ward, who was absent at the tinie,
wrote the people of Newcastle requesting them to withdraw the
proffered call, to which the town assented in September following.
The proprietors living in Hollis were seeking a minister to preach
in Plymouth. Undoubtedly they consulted their pastor, Rev.
Daniel Emerson, whom they respected and loved. If not previously acquainted, through the arrangements for a council to
settle a minister in Newcastle, Mr. Emerson leamed of Mr. Ward.
The orderings of a human life are mysterious. Perhaps in a
little settlement on the coast of Maine the hand was extended
that opened the door to a lifework in Plymouth. Soon after a
call had been extended to Mr. Ward, and possibly before the
fact was known to the pastor and officers of the church in Chebacco Parish, Ipswich, Mass., they gave Mr. Ward the following
letter. of commendation, which is recorded in tl1e records of that
church:To whom it may concern.
Gre<>ting. These mny testify that Mr. Nathan Ward,ofNpwtown in
the Mnssnclmsetts Province, about ftve years ago preached several Sabbnths to tts to very good acceptance. And divers times since be hns
occnsionnlly preached the Gospel to us. 1-1 is preaching is sound, methodical nnd lively an<l bns a Tendency to awaken the secure, to lend the
com·inccd to Christ nnd to comfort and establish such as have found
Christ. He appears to us to be free from a bitter party Spirit, but to
ba,·e such a mensnre of Qualifications for a Gospel Preacher that we
can find a Freedom to recommend him to the Saints to be improved in
the Gospel ancl to any People thAt shall incline to improve him as a
Gospel l'rencher nn<l prny God that wherever be shall be improved be
may ha\·e the Blessing of many souls reacly to perish come upon him.
And now wishing Prosperity to Zion and to all that love her and pray-
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ing that God would give the word and the Company or well quAlified
and faithful PreAChers to publish it may be great, we subecribe,

In the Name and Behalf' of the
fourth Church in Ipswich.
CLKA.VBLAMD Pastor.
R. Elder.
DAtcl&L GKDDJNOK R. Eldel'.

JOHN

l',RAlCCIS CHOATE

Cbebacco in Ipswich
August 19, 1764

By the terms of the charter tho :first scttJe,l minister was entitled
to land equal to that received by a grantee or proprietor. His four
:fifty-acre lots are mentioned in another chapter. He also received
a lot of interval in the great horse pasture, which he exchanged
for the eleventh lot on Baker's River. He directed and assisted
in the cultivation of his farm. In 1778 he was assessed for land
and buildings and one horse, four oxen, :five cows, and eight young
cattle. Only David Webster, Josiah Brown, and Samuel Emerson paid a larger tax. During the Revolution be was an ardent
patriot, and in town and school a:ffairs he was a good citizen. In
qualities of mind and in temperament Mr. Ward was eminently
qualified for his mission in Plymouth. On account of the
infirmities of age he was dismissed, at his request, Jan. 4,
1798. He continued to reside in this town, and died June 15,
1804:.
The traditions of the ministry of Mr. Ward are unifonnly that
he was an able, fearless preacher, that he impressed his hearers
with his sincerity, his faith, and his earnest solicitude for the
salvation of men. If he did not bring to the pulpit or to the
fireside the conventional manner of the old school, he failed not
in kindness of manner and in gentleness of spirit.
Through years of labor, through seasons of hope and hours of
despondency, his labors for his people were incessant, and he
wisely laid the foundations which have safely borne the structure
reared by his able successors. It was said of Mr. Ward while
living, " He is a good man." This sentiment in the congregation
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added force to his sermons, and as he mingled with the people he
was continually preaching with the power of a devoted life.
As he paled and grew nged in the service of his people, their love
was not lessened, and when his tired hands fell from the plough and
his weary ~cet no longer trod the furrow in the vineyard he had
tilled 'vith pious care, their respect was renewed in the living
memory of his constant ministrations.
In April, 1798, two months after the dismissal of Mr. Ward,
a meeting was called " To see if the town will take some probable
and effectual measures to procure an honest, learned, ingenious,
and well qualified candidate for the Gospel ministry." The specified qualifications were exacting, but the town chose a committee
fulJy competent to execute the trust. They were Judge Samuel
Emerson, Lieut. Josiah Brown, Elisha Bean, and Capt. William
Webster. The committee procured Mr. Daniel Hardy, who
preached several months. A call by the church and the town
was extended, but for reasons not now discernible he was not installed. The church records in this connection are not preserved.
Rev. Daniel Hardy, son of Daniel and Sarah (Greenough) Hardy,
was born in Bedford, Mass., 1773. In his childhood the family removed to Pcllinm. He graduated from Dartmouth, 1789, and was
a tutor there several years. After preaching in Plymouth he was
ordained an<l preached occasionally through life, but was not settled
over any clmrch. His years were mainly devoted to teaching.
He was principal of Chesterfield Academy about two years, and
of Bradford (Mass.) Academy, 1808-10, and subsequently hereceived pupils at his home in Pelham. He died in Dracut, Mass.,
Nov. 25, 1833.
The following year the same committee invited Rev. Drury
Fairbank to preach as a candidate. He received a call from the
church and the town, which was accepted. His salary was £100
($333.33}. The churches invited and joining in the council of
ordination were Holliston, Mass., Rev. Timothy Dickinson; Concord, Rev. Asa McFarland, D.D.; Thornton, Rev. Noah Worcoster, D.D.; Boscawen, Rev. Samuel Wood, D.D.; Salisbury, Rov.
VOL.I.-15
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.Thomas Woreester; Andover, Rev. Josiah Badeock; Sanbornton,
Rev. Joseph Woodman; Hebron, Rev. Thomas Page. Mr. Fair·
.bank was ordained Jan. 8, 1800.
As a preacher he was more tranquil and composed than Mr.
:Ward. If he preached with less animation and vigor, his sermons
were timely, penetrating, and spiritual. He was a faithful and
devoted pastor, and was constantly employed in parish labors. He
lived near the people, and the records and traditions of his ministry testify to the kindness of the man and the friendship of the
pastor.
The petition, in 1777, of eight residents of Plymouth to be
excused from the payment of taxes for the support of a minister
not of their faith, with other petitions in other towns, was the
beginning of a movement that culminated in a revolution in the
.method of raising money for the support of ministers in New
Hampshire. The number excused from the ministers' rate from
year to year increased until the burden upon the remainder be~e onerous. As long as the people of a town were of one faith
~e system was one of equitable intentions and good results.
With an increase in the population and in the number of churches,
)t became apparent that a town could not exercise the functions
of a parish of two or more churches, and in many minor particu·
lara this agency of the town was a trespass on the rights of a
minority. In 1819 the toleration act, which severed the rela·
tiona of the town and the church and authorized the organization
of ·independent parishes, was passed. The societies or parishes
~rganized under the provisions of this act assumed the powers of
a corporation without additional legislation.
In the consummation of aT measure previously inaugurated the
Congregationalists of Plymouth, at the same session, obtained a
special act of incorporation as a parish, wbich was approved
June 15, 1819. While these important measures nnd radical
changes were being debated, Mr. Fairbank preferred a request
for an increase of salary. The request was reasonable, but it
-,vas untimelr. ·u nder more favorable conditions an increase of
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salary would bal"e been granted. He was dismissed, at his request, March 18, 1818.
Rev. Drury Fairbank, son of Drury and Rachel (Drury), was
born in Holliston, Mass., Oct. 13, 1772. He graduated from
Drown University, 1797, and studied divinity with Rev. Nathaniel
Emmons, D.D., of Franklin, Mt\88. His first settlement was at
Plymouth. Mter his dismissal here he engaged in Home Missions
a short time and was installed at Littleton, where be preached
until his dismissal, March 16, 1836. Retiring to a farm, he
lived in Littleton until he died, May 21, 1856.
The successor to Mr. Fairbank was Rev. Jonathan Ward, a son
of the first pastor of the church, who labored eleven years in the
vineyard planted by his honored father. His first pastorate was
in Alva, Me., where he was dismissed, at his request, July 22,
1818. He came to Plymouth the following August and preached.
hero, without installation, from year to year until 1829. Ris
farewcH sermon was delivered September 20. Mr. Ward was a
man of superior powers and unfailing piety. His life is the story
of devotion to the spiritual welfare of his fellowmen. If at times
he appeared austere and formal, it was more the expression of
his devotion to the church than of any failure of sympathy and
friendship for his neighbors and friends.
As a preacher his sennons were convincing, his sincerity was
impressive, and his anxious concern for his congregation was the
silent and enduring force of his preaching.
The departure of Rev. Jonathan Ward had been anticipated,
and Mr. Punchard was invited to supply the pulpit the succeeding
Sabbath. A severe sickness delayed the coming of the candidate,
an<l Rev. James Hobart preached about six months as a temporary
supply. He was a native of Plymouth, and was the pastor of the
church in Derlin, Vt., many years. (See Volume II.) Mr. Punchard began his labor in this town in the spring of 1830. He was
young, ardent, and gifted, an able preacher and a sagacious, active
pastor. His power in tl1e pulpit ancl his influence among the peo-.
pic arc fresh in the annals of the church, and are attested by the
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increase of membership expressed in the statistics of the church
at the close of this chapter.
For a brief season the labor of Mr. Punchard was disturbed by
local discussions .of the anti-slavery cause. It was an incident
and not a condition of his ministry. Here was the home of
Nathaniel Peabody Rogers, and in the church of which he was
a member he raised an issue that an aggressive anti-slavery .position was the first duty of the church. The attitude of the pastor
and the sentiment of the church undoubtedly was in harmony
with the body of the church of the free States. AU were nomi·
nally anti-slavery. It was not an issue of principle, but one of
degree and intensity. The church and the pastor were assailed
in the p~, and on account of the bitterness of the discussion the
church, in 1841, withdrew fellowship with Mr. Rogers.
Early ·in 1842 Mr. Punchard's health became impaired and his
voice failed. He was absent six months, but was not then able
to resume pastoral labor. He made a voyage to Europe, without
substantial improvement, and preached his farewell sermon in
.'>ecember, 1844.
Rev. George Punchard, son of John and Kezia (Madbury)
Punchard, was born in Salem, Mass., June 7, 1806. He gradunted from Dartmouth College, 1826, and pursued the prescribed
oourse of study at Andover Theological Seminary, graduating in
1829. He was ordained at Plymouth, March 11, 1830, and diemissed, at his request, March 6, 1844. This waft his only pas·
torate, and on account of a permanent nffcction of the throat, ho
seldom preached subsequently. He was one of·the founders of the
Daily Evening Traveller, of which he was the editor, 1845-57. In
1859 he became secretary of the New England branch of the
American Tract Society, and successfully discharged the duties of
the appointment until 1867, when he again returned to editorial
labor upon the Traveller. While in Plymouth he wrote and published View of Congregationalism (400 pnges) in 1841, which he
revised, enlarged, and published in two volumes in 1865, adding a
third volume in 1867. At the time of his death Volumes IV and V
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were in press. He married, in July, 1830, Williamine Poole of
Hanover, daughter of William Poole of Hollis; she died May 18,
1876; he died April 2, 1880. His ministry in Plymouth waa
memorable. With the enthusiasm of a fervid nature, and with
the tact of genius, he led by persuasion and instructed by example.
The genial companion of youth and age, a friend of sinners and
a brother of saints, he touched and quickened the moral and intel·
lectual forces of the community. His labor in this town, like the
course of a river, was onward and enlarging. His preaching was
inspiring and his infiuence was refining. Viewed from any standpoint, the memorable ministry of Mr. Punchard was a fruitful
and happy era in the annals of Plymouth.
During the disability of Mr. Punchard, and immediately after
his dismissal, Rev. Enoch Corser supplied the pulpit. He
preached a considerable part of the time in 1843, 1844, and early
in 1845. lie was taxed in this town in 1844 and 1845.
Rev. Enoch Corser, son of David and Ruth (Blaisdell) Corser,
was hom in Boscawen Jan. 2, 1787, pursued a preparatory coursa
of study with Rev. Abraham Wood of Boscawen, graduated from
:Middlebury Coll%0'C, 1811, and studied theology with Rev. Walter
Harris, D.D., of Dunbarton. He was installed over the Congregational Church, London, 1817, and dismissed 1837; he supplied
at Northfield 1838-43, Plymouth 1843-45, Epping 1845-48,
London 1857-59. He died June 17, 1868.
During the time Mr. Corser was supplying the pulpit Rev.
John U. Parsons preached a few Sabbaths. Dy invitation Rev.
John Wilde of Conway and Rev. Mr. Saunderson each preached
:four Sabbaths as candidates, but a call was not extended to either.
In the meantime the church invited Deacon David C. Webster to
procure a candidate, and he engaged Rev. William Reed Jewett
to preach four Sabbaths. A call was extended by the church and
society April 24, 1845. The following day Mr. Jewett accepted
the call, an<l a council representing nine churches was convened
June 25, 1845. To this council Revs. Drury Fairbank, Jonathan
Ward, and Mr. James Hobart were invited and took parts in the
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order of exercises. Mr. Jewett remained a faithful and laborious
pastor of the church seventeen years. In a letter dated May 13,
1862, he asked for a dismissal and proposed a mutual council.
His request was granted, and the relations were dissolved by a
council which convened July 10, 1862.
Rev. William Reed Jewett, son of Rev. David and Rebecca
(Reed) Jewett, was hom in Gloucester (now Rockport), Mass.,
Sept. 12, 1811, and graduated from Amherst College, 1831, and
Andover Theological Seminary, 1834:. He preached as stated
supply in Braintree, Mass., 1836-36. He was pastor of the Congregational · Church, Griswold, Conn., 1837-4:3; supplied at
Lisbon, Conn., 184:3-4:4:. After his ministry in this town he was
installed over the Congregational Church in Penacook, 1863, and
dismissed 187 4:. He subsequently removed to Andover, Mass.,
where he died Aug. 26, 1882.
In the discharge of ministerial duties Mr. Jewett was laborious
and faithful, and in his relations with the public he was sincere
and charitable. His sermons were the expression of an earnest
purpose, and in his ministrations upon the sick and bereaved he
was kind and sympathetic. In an eminent degree he secured the
respect of all and the love of very many.
Rev. Henry Allen Hazen began preaching in this town in
October, 1862. A call was extended December 16 following, and
a council was convened Jan. 20, 1863. The churches represented
in the ceremonies of installation were Laconia, Campton, Hebron,
Wentworth, Haverhill, Newbury, Vt., Hartford, Vt., and Windsor, Vt. The ministry of Mr. Hazen in Plymouth began in the
gloom and depression of the Civil War and ended amid the triumph
of victory and the smile of peace. He was dismissed, at his request, by a council which convened July 15, 1868. Mr. Hazen
was a diligent pastor and an efficient supporter of every laudable
enterprise in church and in town affairs. His sermons were
carefully prepared and every duty of a pastor was faithfully
performed.
Rev. Henry Allen Hazen, D.D., son of Allen and Hannah
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Putnam (Dana) Hazen, was born in Hartford, Vt., Dec. 27,
1832. He pursued a preparatory course of study at Danville, Vt., ·
and at Kimball Union Academy, and graduated from Dartmouth
College, 1854, and Andover Theological Seminary, 1857. He was
ordained as an Evangelist at St. Johnsbury, Vt., Feb. 17, 1858.
He preached, without installation, in Barnard, Bridgewater,
IInr<hvick, Darton, and West Randolph, in Vermont, until
1862.
llis second pastorate 'vas at Lyme, where he was installed
Sept. 2, 1868, and dismissed Sept. 30, 1870. Installed at PittsflcJ<l Dec. 3, 1870, dismissed Nov. 30, 1872. His fourth and
lnst pnstoratc was at Billerica, Mass., where he was installed May
2, 1874, and dismissed May 4, 1879. Retiring from active service in the ministry, he removed to Auburndale, Mass., where he
subsequently resided.
During his ministry in Plymouth he delivered the Historical
Discourse at the Centennial Anniversary of the church, which was
printed, and is a valuable contribution to the history of the town
and of the church. He is the author of the History of Billerica,
Mass., published in 1882. It is an accurate work and one of the
best town histories that has been published.
In 1883 Dr. Hazen was elected secretary of the National Council of the Congregational churches of the United States. In this
service he has earned a reputation for industry and accuracy.
He prepared with unfailing care and ability the minutes of the
council, and was the editor of the Year Book seventeen years.
He was secretary of the International Council which met in
London, 1891, and of a second meeting in Boston, 1899. In tho
work of preparation and in the publication of the prooeedings
he rendered valuable and appreciated service.
Dr. Hazen was a trustee of Kimball Union Academy, 18691900; Howe School, Billerica, Mass., 1875-86; and a member of
New England Historic Genealogical Society, New Hampshire Historical Society, and Vermont Historical ·society. He was editor
of the General Catalogue of the Andover Theological Seminary,
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1880, and prepared and published Pastors of New Hampshire,
and Ministry and Churches of New Hampshire.
Reference is made to the New England Historical and Genealogical Register, July, 1901, for an appreciative and faithful biography of Dr. Hazen, contributed by his friend, Rev. Ezra Hoyt
Byington, D.D. Dr. Hazen died by apoplexy, Aug. 4:, 1900, while
visiting his native town.
The year succeeding the dismissal of Mr. Hazen was a season of
temporary supply. Cyrus Richardson, then a student in the senior
class at Andover, preached three Sabbaths, and a unanimous call
was promptly extended. The call was accepted, and Mr. Richardson was ordained and installed Sept. 30, 1869. Rev. Dr. Tucker,
now president of Dartmouth College and then of Manchester,
gave the charge to the people, and Rev. Ephraim E. P. Abbot
of Meriden extended the right hand of fellowship. The ceremonies were impressive, and a memorable and fruitful ministry
was inaugurated under happy atispices. The records of the church
is the continued story of contentment an.d satisfaction. The
young pastor was soon called to a larger field of labor, and he
was dismissed, at his request, May 1, 1873.
Rev. Cyrus Richardson, D.D., son of Samuel and Hannah
(Varnum) Richardson, was hom in Dracut, Mass., March 30,
184:0, graduated from Dartmouth College, 1864:, Andover Theological Seminary, 1869, and received the degree of D.D. from Dart·
mouth College in 1889. He resigned his charge in Plymouth in
order to accept an invitation of the First Congregational Church
and Society of Keene, where he was installed 1873 and dismissed
1883; he was installed over the First Congregational Church of
Nashua in 1883, and remains the esteemed pastor of that church.
He has been a trustee for many years of the Home Missionary
Society and a member of the executive committee, and for twenty·
five years a trustee of Kimball Union Academy at Meriden, and
since 1892 a trustee of Dartmouth College.
The church of Plymouth again sought a pastor among the
students of the senior class in the Andover Seminary, extending
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a call, in June, 1873, to George Hale Scott. He was ordained
and installed Sept. 3, 1873. The sermon was preached by Rev.
W. E. C. Wright of Philadelphia; Rev. Mr. Scott was an earnest
laborer and a devoted pastor. Early in 1878 his health failed,
and he was given• four months' leave of. absence without loss of
salary. He journeyed in Europe, and was absent from late in
March until September. His letter asking a dismissal is dated
Aug. 30, 1881. The council convened Sept. 9, 1881, and the rela·
tions of church and pastor, to the regret of many, were severed.
Rev. George Hale Scott, son of Thomas W. and Jerusha
(Shattuck) Scott, was born in Bakersfield, Vt., April 23, 1839,
and graduated from Williams College, 1855. After a preparation
for the profession he was a lawyer at Vergennes, Vt., until 1870,
when he entered Andover Theological Seminary, graduating in
1873. After his succes8ful pastorate in Plymouth, Mr. Scott pur·
sued a post-graduate course at Andover, and became acting pastor
of the Plymouth Congregational Church of Lawrence, the oldest
and largest Congregational church in Kansas. He remained two
years. Returning East he was pastor one year at Rockland, Me.,
and was installed over the First Church of .Ipswich, Mass., Dec.
31, 1884. He was dismissed 1891, and he has been pastor of the
Congregational Church of Atkinson since April 1, 1893.
During the ministry of Rev. Mr. Scott there were two seasons
of revival, and he left the church enlarged and united, and a successor was chosen with an unusual expression of unity and satisfaction. For a third time the prayer of the church was answered
at Andover. From the senior class of the seminary, the bountiful
mother of the ministry, a candidate was selected. Rev. Henry
l'ortcr Peck was ordained and installed June 1, 1882. The
sermon was preached by Rev. Joseph T. Duryea, D.D., of Boston.
The charge to the pastor was by Rev. Henry A. Hazen, D.D.,
and the address to the people by Rev. Cyrus Richardson, D.D.
The ministry of Mr. Peck was successful and unusually satisfactory to the church and the congregation. He is an able and
instructive preacher and a generous friend of all the people. His
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church ~d parish duties were well performed, and the memory
of his ministry ia pleasant and enduring. He was dismissed, at
his request, Sept. 16, 1889.
Rev. Henry Porter Peck, son of Rev. Henry North and Ada
(Porter) Peck, was born in Kalamazoo, Micli., Oct. 25, 1853.
He was left an orphan in infancy and passed the years of childhood in the home of his grandfather, William Kellogg Peck, in
Norfolk, Conn. He graduated from Amherst College, 1878, and
pursued a two years' course of study at Auburn (N. Y.) Theological Seminary. He entered Andover Theological Seminary in
1880, graduating in 1882. After his appreciated labors in this
town he was installed over the Second Congregational Church of
Winsted, Conn., where he remained nearly three years. He was
pastor of the Congregational Church in Milford nearly seven years,
resigning in 1899. After two years of rest and study in Boston
he became pastor of the Congregational Church in Mount Vernon
and principal of the McCollom Institute. (See Volume II.)
Mr. Peck left the church and society in a prosperous condition,
and an early effort to settle a worthy successor was eminently successful. Rev. Frank G. Clark was installed Jan. 2, 1900. The
services were memorable in the introduction of several ministers
well known to the people of Plymouth. Rev. Cyrus Richardson, D.D., delivered the sermon,·Rev. Arthur N. Ward the charge
to the pastor, Rev. Henry A. Hazen, D.D., the address to the
people. The invocation was by Rev. F. J. Ward, and the installation prayer by Rev. John L. Merrill.
Yr. Clark came to Plymouth with the established reputation
of an able preacher and a wise and efficient director of parish
affairs. During his ministry the church has been united and
over one hundred have been added to the roll of membership.
The parish has been strengthened, the congregation bas increased,
and the annual contributions to benevolence have excooded any
former period in the history of the church.
The ministry of Yr. Clark in Plymouth was one of solidity,
strength, and progress. Knowing every member of the oongrega-
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tion, he faithfu11y ministered to all. His labors were incessant,
and his influence and instruction will be permanent and salutary.
In the midst of his uscfulncss his health failed and he asked for
a dismissal. A mutual council convened, and with sincere ex·
pressions of regret on the part of the assembled clergy, and sorrow
on the pnrt of tho church and congregation, the relations were
dissoh·cd in 1904.
Added to his pastoral labor in this town, Mr. Clark attended
many councils and the stated meetings of the clergy. During the
term of his ministry in Plymouth he was an active member of
the Home :Missionary Society, and was one of the presidents of
the Central New Hampshire Congregational Club. In the work
of the auxiliary societies Mrs. Clark was willing and efficient,
and her labor and counsel are kindly remembered.
Rev. },rank Gray Clark, son of James Lindsay and Hannah
(Baldwin) Clark, was hom in Lyndeborough Feb. 22, 1838, and
graduated from Amherst College, 1862, and Andover Theological
Seminary, 1869. Tie was the principal of Francestown Academy,
1862-67, and was a delegate of the Christian Commission at
Petersburg, V a., in the summer of 1864. Mr. Clark was ordained
at Francestown, Sept. 2, 1869, and he hopefully and successfully
entered upon the labors and responsibilities of the ministry at
Manchester, where he was the city missionary over three years. In
this field of labor, with constant sympathy, he delivered the divine
messages of his Master to the poor and the neglected, and comforted the sick and the bereaved in many homes. His industry and
snccess were warmly commended by the clergy of the city. His
first pastorate was in Rindge. He was installed June 3, 1873,
and dismissed; at his request, Dec. 31, 1878. He had previously
rcceil'ed a call from the Evangelical Congregational Church (now
Trinity) of Gloucester, Mass., and was there installed Jan. 28,
1879, and dismissed April 1, 1888. He resided about two years
in West Medford, Mass., supplying the First and the Pilgrim
churches in N nshun ten Sahhnths each, and was six ';'lonths acting
pastor at Arlington, Mass. Since his ministry in this town he
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has resided in Wellesley, Mass.,- removing from Plymouth in
May, 1904.
Mr. · Olark was succeeded by Rev. Clinton W. Wilson, who
began his labor in July, 1904:, and who has preached as staood
supply until the present time.
Rev. Olinton W. Wilson, son of Rev. Amos E. and Frances
(Parker) Wilson, was hom in Phamix, N. Y., Nov. 2, 1864:.
He is a representative of a miniswrial family. His father has
filled important pastorates at Lansing, Mich., Lowell, Mass., ·
and is now pastor of the Free Baptist Church at Dover. His
grandfather, Rev. Joseph Wilson, was a faithful pastor in New
York and New Jersey until a few years previous to his death
in 1877.
Mr. Wilson was educated at Mexico (N. Y.) Academy and at
Hillsdale and Hamilton colleges, takiilg his degree from Ham·
ilton in 1887. Before he entered the ministry Mr. Wilson studied
law and was admitted to the bar of the Supreme Court at Binghamton, N. Y., Sept. 22, 1887. He early decided to enter the
ministry, and became the pastor of the Firat Congregational
Church at Hartford, N. Y., where he was ordained May 15,
1890. He pursued a course of theological study, which was supplemenwd by a special course at Oberlin Theological Seminary
in 1891 and 1892. He has filled important pastorates over the
Firat Congregational Church, Ogdensburg, N. Y.; Park Avenue
Congregational Church, Meadville, Pa. ; and the Centre Street
Congregational Church, Ashland, 0. During his ministry in this
church his health has not been firm, and he has been denied the
pleasure of the full amount of parish work that his devotion to
his profession has prompted. He is an able and accomplished
preacher. His sermons are prepared with care, and he preaches
without the aid of notes or manuscript.
If ready to accept some enlargement of its creed, the church
of Plymouth has remained steadfast to the fundamental principles of the Congregational order. Over the church nine ministers have been installed; and in this connection there should be
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a mention of the ministry of Rev. Jonathan Ward, who preached
eleven years without installation. The church has been fortunate
in the selection of pastors; none have died in office, and all were
dismissed at their request and with the regret of the cburch
and congregation. Each pastor has been an earnest laborer
in the vineyard planted by the fathers in the wilderness and
has gathered fruits according to the measure of his faith and
tillage.
During the ministry .of Mr. Ward two meeting-houses were built
by the town. The first house of worship was built in 1768, or
four years after the first settlement. In :March, 17G7, the town
'·otcd to build the meeting-house " on the hill west side :Mr.
W:ard's house," and amended this location by a vote "that Mr.
Josiah Bro\vns and half a mile above the foard way over Bacors
river on the Cohos road be the two extremes to :Mesher from and
Build the meeting house in the midway between them." This
vote also was reconsidered, and in April, 1767, it was determined
that " the meeting house shall stand on Lott number six on
Baker's river raing." In March, 1768, the town voted to re-.
consider all former votes, and began again at the beginning.
During the discussion of twelve months concerning the location
of the contemplated meeting-house, the opinions of all were matur·
ing, and at this meeting the town apparently unanimously voted
" to set the Meeting house on the fifth lot in number on Bakers
River Raing in the most convenient place near the Road." This
vote was not changed. At tlte same meeting the town chose
Jacob :Merrill, David Webster, and James Hobart" to build the
meeting house as soon as may bee." These votes were not changed,
and without further instructions from the town the first meeting·
house in Plymouth was built at the foot of Ward Hill.
The house was occupied during the following winter, and at
the annual meeting in :March, 1769, the town directed "that the
committee chosen to build the meeting house proceed to make
the meeting house comfortable to meet in." This vote was repeated in March, 1770, by instructions that the committee " pr~
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ceed to finish the meeting house so far as to make it comfortable
to meet in."
The committee evidently completed the work to the satisfaction
of the town. No additional measures were proposed until the
final vote in March, 1772, " to sell the ground for Pews, as it now
is, to the highest bidder, viz. those Pews on the left hand of the
Pulpet at Six o' the Clock this evening at the house of Ensign
David Webster."
Rev. Henry A. Hazen, who was pel'ID:itted to converse with
persons who were hom before the first meeting-house was destroyed, furnishes an excellent description ·of the building in the
Centennial Discourses delivered in 1766. "It was about forty
by fifty feet, and two stories high with glazed windows. It had
galleries on three sides. There was a square pew in each corner
and an elder's seat. The rest of the floor was occupied with long
seats on each side of a central aisle."
Such were the general features and such was the manner of
building the first meeting-house in Plymouth. It was the first
building dedicated to the worship of God in Grafton County. If
the house was small and unpretentious, and if from a modem
standpoint it was rude in construction and unsightly in appearance, it was a vivid expression of the piety, self-denial, and sacrifice of the builders. Compared with the wealth of the settlement,
and their limited facilities for construction, it was a more costly
temple than the massive structure& of modem times.
In this humble house the people worshipped twenty years.
Here children's children were baptized and the virtues of the
dead were the theme of funeral discourse. Here during the Revolution were offered fervent prayers for country nnd home, and
here, when victory ended war, arose the praise of a grateful congregation to the God who moulds the fortunes of armies and
directs the destiny of nations. Here in springtime at the sowing
was observed a day of fasting and humiliation, and here at harvest was heard the songs of praise and the voice of thanksgiving.
The little log church at the foot of Ward Hill was an impressive
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expression of the piety and devotion, of the faith and sacrifice
of the worthy fathers who founded Plymouth.
Scarcely had the immediate burdens of the Revolution been
met and overcome before the people of Plymouth began to contemplate the building of a new and larger house of worship. The
town had increased in wealth and population, and to the argument
of necessity was added the plea of convenience. The building of
the second meeting-house could not long he deferred. The town
meetings of any community echo the voice of public sentiment
upon the issues of the time. An affirmative proposition to build
was adopted in 1783, and Isaac Ward presented a lot on which
to build the house. Through the delay of votes to amend, to reconsider, and to postpone, the decisive action was not secured until
:March, 1787, when the town voted "to proceed to build the
meeting (house) upon the plan already accepted by the town and
to raise £100 towards building the same to he paid in merchantable wheat and pees at five shillings, rie at four shillings and
Indian com at three shillings per bushel by the twenty fifth day
of December next." At a later meeting it was voted "that no
person shall have liberty to pay more than one fourth part of their
proportion in Pees." · James Blodgett, Jr., was chosen to collect
the tax, and William George, Capt. Benjamin Goold, and Lieut.
Elisha Bean " to engage som~ person or persons to procure the
whole of the timber for the meeting house, as cheap as they possibly can, and to have said timber balled to the spot completely
fit for raising."
The last meeting adjourned to meet Thursday, April 12, 1787.
At this date the record proceeds: " Met according to adjournment
and it being Fast Day the moderator [Francis Worcester] adjourned the meeting to next day." At this meeting the town
reaffirmed several former votes, and expressed a desire to prosecute the work as speedily as possible. The town also ordered
" that the dimensions of said house on the ground be fifty six
by forty-four feet," and Jacob Merrill and Lieut. Richard Bayley
were selected to "place the sills," and ample arrangements we~
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made for the raising, which occurred in October, 1787. A few
weeks later the first meeting-house was burned, and for a season
meetings were held in a spacious barn of King George, near the
present residence of Mrs. Solomon A. Smith on Rumney road and
at the house of Col. David Webster, on the site of the Pemigewassot
House. The original minutes of the town meetings which are
preserved present the foregoing facts, and from other sources it
appears that after the frame was raised the town selected a com·
mittee, consisting of Samuel Emerson, Esq., Dr. John Rogers,
and Maj. Stephen Wells, to complete the building. It was occn·
pied as a house of worship about tho close of the year 1788. lfnny
of the following items concerning the cost and appearance of the
building are credited to Historical Sketch of the Meeting Houses,
prepared with great labor by Rev. Frank G. Clark, 1896.
The second meeting-house stood on the lot immediately west of
the schoolhouse on Ward Hill. The land was presented by Isaac
Ward, a son of the first minister, and in consideration of the
same be was awarded the first choice of a pew. The house cost
.£674: 9s. 3d. There were forty-six pews on the main floor, and
the pew rights sold for .£4:28 2s. 9d. In 1796 thirty-six pews
were built in the galleries. There was a porch at the east and
west ends and an entrance at each porch, and also an entrance on
the south side. . A broad aisle led from the south door to the
pulpit. There were two rows of windows of seven by nine glass,
and the wood finish was plain and substantial. The pulpit, on
the north side, was as solid as the tenets of a creed. The minister
preached to two audiences, one upon the floor and another in the
galleries, and the pulpit midway was approached by a stairway.
In the centre of the audience-room and on three sides there were
square pews, and between the side and the central pews there
were three narrow aisles. To each pew there was a door and there
was added the ancient finish of top rail and spindles. The singers
occupied a section of the gallery opposite the pulpit.
The exterior of the house was covered with plain boards and
remained without finish until 1806, when the town appropriated
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four hundred dollars and directed that the building be clapboarded and that the exterior and interior be painted. At the
same time an electric rod was procured and the inhabitants were
given permission to erect a belfry without expense to the town.
A belfry was subsequently erected by extending in height the
west porch. The expense was paid by subscription. In 1827 a
bell costing $382.27 was purchased with the voluntary offerings
of the people. The bell was rung the first time November 12,
and was tolled at the funeral of the widow of Judge Samuel
Emerson, who was buried Nov. 23, 1727.
Concerning the lighting and warming of the two early meeting·
houses there is no record or tradition of any event, unlike the story
of nearly all the meeting-houses of the same time. Foot-stoves
containing small pans of hot coals were in common use, and
were passed from one to another during the long service of
former generations. Stoves were procured for the second meet·
ing-house in 1823. The meeting-house was jointly occupied by
the church and by the town, in a manner and for purposes well
understood, until 1836, when a new meeting-house was built in
which the town had no interest or control. The second meeting·
house was occupied for town purposes until 1865. It was then
used for storage and sold at auction. In 1877 it was removed
to Campton and used for a sawmill until it was destroyed by
fire Feb. 19, 1884.
Until 1836 the Congregationalists of this town worshipped in
the first and second meeting-houses on Ward Hill Both houses
were built by the town, acting in the capacity of a parish. The
church and society possessed the right of holding stated religious
services, and the town used the buildings for municipal meetings.
This joint occupancy invited controversy concerning the use and
the repair of the building. There was a growing sentiment in
Plymouth and elsewhere that the audience-room of the church
and the townhall should be separate. With the advent of Mr.
Punchard, a young and a progressive man, the church and the
society were strengthened and were animated with new hope and
VOL.L-16
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enlarged ambition. The conditions suggested a new mootinghouse and one owned and controlled by the society. The Congregationalists withdrew from the second meeting-house, leaving
the town in sole occupancy of the building. The town was not
called upon to take action in the premises, and for this reason
there is no mention of the subject in the town records.
With the society acting for the church and congregation, the
location of a new meeting-house was a subject of universal interest and grave import. Nearly seventy years the succession of
worshippers had assembled from Sabbath to Sabbath at Ward Hilt
The place was hallowed by memories both tender and grave.
Here were the ministrations of Father Ward, Rev. Fairbank,
and Rev. Jonathan Ward; here were baptized the infants of two
generations; here had been spoken the funeral eulogy of many
pious fathers and mothers; and hero had arisen tho prayer and
the praise of many years. Added to every measure of sentiment,
the location was central. In the me~ntime the village on the
Pemigewasset had assumed considerable importance and an equal
ambition to become the centre of affairs, as it was of trade.
The existing conditions concerning the location of the third
meeting-house in Plymouth invited a bitter contest. Happily a
war of preference and opinion was averted. The villagers were
alert and won the victory before the opposition had prepared to
resist. John Rogers, William Wallace Russell, and Noah Cummings, without submitting any propositions to the church or
society, purchased a site and erected a meeting-house with a boldness and celerity that lessened the opposition and gained the
friendly approval of very many.
The land owned by the society was purchased of the county,
and is a part of the land sold to the county in 1822 by William
Webster. The frame of the house was rnisetl amill groat rejoicing
July 4, 1836, and was dedicated in December following. Rev.
George Punchard preached the sermon, and the house was first
occupied by the church in regular service Sunday, Jan. 1, 1837.
During the early use of the new meeting-house a petition was
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preferred by King George, Arthur Ward, and a few others, who
had not overcome their love for the old meeting-house, that service
for their convenience and pleasure be held in the old meetinghouse one-third of the time. The petition was dismissed, and no
other reference to the subject appears in the records. In a search
for material concerning the features of the third meeting-house,
and an account of the repairs made with the progress of years,
nothing is found not included in the Historical Sketch of the
llecting Houses prepared by Rev. Frank G. Clark and printed
1896. From this sketch the remainder of this chapter is quoted.
" The frame· was seventy by forty-seven feet and of such huge
dimensions that, if sawed, it would about furnish lumber enough
to build a modem meeting-house. The windows were large and
rectangular in shape, the pulpit was nearer the end of the audience-room than at present, and box-like in shape, with a door
on each side. There were two aisles, as now, with seventy-four
JlCWs, sixteen in a row and five on each side of the pulpit.
These pews had doors that fastened with a button, with the
design, it may be, to keep the children within proper bounds.
The gallery over the vestibule was wider than now and extended
over the back pews, thus providing space for four rows of pews
at cnch end of it, and the middle portion was occupied by the
choir. At first the church was heated by a stove at the west
end of each aisle and near the pulpit; later they were removed
to the east end of the church under the gallery and running
through the partition, so that the stove doors were in the vestibule. This method was too much like a fire trap, and the stoves
were soon placed in the rear of the middle of the audience-room.
For years the stovepipes extended nearly the whole length of
the church over the aisles, to the serious detriment of the carpet.
As early as 1839 the society appointed a commit~ 1 to see as
to the propriety of building a fnmace under this house if they
think it expedient to build one,' but as no report is recorded
they probably doubted the expediency of the plan. This house
was a popular place for public assemblies of various kinds, and
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there was so much feeling at the beginning of the anti-slavery
movement that for years the society had annually the following
article in the warrant: ' To choose a committee to say on what
occasions this house shall be opened and on what occasions it shall
not be opened.'
"In 1844 the society appointed a committee to make some
arrangements in regard to the musical instrument. This was a
seraphine, and one hundred dollars, raised by subscription, was
paid to Charles Austin for it. A little later the society voted two
dollars for blowing the seraphine for a year and a vote of thanks
to Mrs. Thompson for playing it for a year. This kind of pay
was evidently unsatisfactory to the friends of Mrs. Thompson,
and a handsome present was given her.
" In 1845 there is the :first reference to the insurance of the
building, and it was stipulated that in case of fire the money was to
be paid to the society and not to the pewholders.
"In 1849 lamps were provided for the church at an expense
of fifty dollars. For several years unsuccessful efforts were made
to secure a chapel, but in 1851 a committee was chosen to select
a place and build one, and the old chapel, as we now call it,
thirty-three by twenty-four foot, was built on land of tho county
and continued to be used until Jan. 1, 1894. It was built by
subscription and cost about six hundred dollars. The carpenter
work was done by David Merrill and Sylvester D. Merrill, his son.
" In 1855 the ceiling of the church was frescoed in panels and
an arch represented in the rear of the pulpit.
" In 1865 some effort was made to repair the meeting-house,
but nothing was done until the autumn of 1868, when one thousand dollars was raised by a tax on the pewholders and one
thousand dollars was secured by subscription. The house was
shingled and painted outside and in, the present Gothic windows
were put in, costing forty-five dollars each, the gallery was made
smaller, the doors of the pews were removed and arms substituted,
the pulpit enclosure was removed and a pulpit procured. A carpet
was purchased by the Ladies' Social Circle, also a large chande-
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lier nnd two smaller ones, with bracket lamps for the sides, the
Circle expending five hundred dollars. Of this amount $143.35
was paid for the chandeliers. The committee on repairs were
Deacon Washington George, Arthur Ward, Joseph A. Dodge,
James McQucstcn, and Deacon William W. Russell.
" The Ladies' Social Circle has been a strong arm of the
church and society ever since its organization, March 11, 1858.
At the time of these repairs just mentioned they raised large
sums of money by fairs, lectures, and personal effort. Having
done so much they were soon ready for still more vigorous campaigns in the work of the church. In January, 1872, ~nspired by
their pastor, Rev. Cyrus Richardson, they were the leaders in
securing a fine second-hand pipe organ for ten hundred and fifty
dollars, from the first Baptist Church, Fall River. :Mr. George
W. Bailey was employed to build an organ recess in the rear of the
pulpit, twenty-one feet wide and fourteen deep, with an arched
roof, and to chango the pulpit platform and arrango seats for the
choir. About two thousand dollars were expended by the Social
Circle at this time. The organ recess cost four hundred and fifty
dollars, the pulpit fifty dollars, and the chairs ninety dollars.
The committee of the society who had the ov?rsight of the work
were Arthur Ward, George W. Bnilcy, and Deacon William W.
Russell. The next year, 1873, the society voted to build a parsonage, and in the spring of 1874 a lot was purchased of John S.
Tufts for eight hundred dollars and the present parsonage constructed for forty-one hundred dollars, a total cost of nearly five
thousand dollars. This large amount was raised by voluntary
subscriptions. There wns one pledge of one thousand dollars, one
of six hundred, two of five hundred, one of three hundred, and
one of one hundred dollars, and a large number ranging from
five to twenty-five dollars. The Ladies' Social Circle contributed
two hundred nnd fifty dollars, and the last eight hundred dollars
'vere paid May, 1875, by the additional and generous gift of
:Mr. James :McQuestcn. The building committee were Arthur
Ward, George W. Bailey, William W. Russell, Washington
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George, and James McQuesten. The house was built by John
F. Maynard.
" The same yeu the mooting-house was provided with lightning
rods.
" In 1881 the pewholders were taxed six hundred dollars for
repairs, and the meeting-house and vestry were painted outside
and in, the roo( of the church was slated at a cost of one
hundred and seventy-two dollars, and other minor repairs made
amounting to about seven hundred dollars. The Ladies' ·Social
Circle in 1882, Rev. Henry P. Peck, pastor, provided a new
cupet for the church costing nearly four hundred dollars, and
cushioned and upholstered the pews at an expense of four hundred and twenty-eight dollars. They held three fairs during the
yeu and raised about eight hundred dollars. They also made
extensive repairs on the parsonage at this time and paid the
insurance on the church. This Ladies' Social Circle has always
stood ready to help improve the condition of the Congregational
church and society; it has lifted many financial burdens and
made many impoasible things possible. In 1890 it f~shed the
parsonage with a kitchen range and window shades, and the puish
built a stable, woodshed, and carriage house; the buildings were
thoroughly painted, the rooms papered, and a bathroom provided,
Deacon William W. Ruasell giving largely to these improvements.
"For several years there was a prevailing feeling that the
church was in sore need of better accommodations for prayer
meetings and social purposes. The chapel was small and poorly
ventilated and had no conveniences for social gatherings. The
heating arrangements of the church were also unsatisfactory, and
various plans were considered for remedying these discomforts;
but nothing definite was done until January, 1893, when Mr.
George H. Guernsey, an architect and builder of Montpelier, Vt.,
was consulted, who submitted plans- and estimates for raising the
church about ihree feet and building a new chapel in the rear
of the church and on land owned by the society. Pledges were
circulated asking for six thousand dollars, to be used in making
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these proposed changes. At the annual meeting of the parish,
March 15, 1893, this amount was reported as pledged, and the
society voted to make the proposed improvements, provided no debt
was incurred. The committee who had the oversight of the work
were Deacon Jason Clark, Plummer Fox, Amos M. Kidder, and
Rev. Frank G. Clark, the pastor.
" During the year the church was raised two and one-half feet,
a cellar excavated, and a solid stone foundation laid. Two new
chimneys were built, and brick foundations for the furnaces were
laid in cement. Drainpipe was laid entirely around the cellar,
nlso Akron pipo was laid from kitchen and toilet-rooms, and all
"·ere connected with the street sewer, and hydrant watet: was
brought into the building. Two of Richardson and Boynton's
furnaces were put in to heat the church and chapel. At the west
end of the church a building was erected, covering the organ loft,
wide enough to provide a passageway from the church to the
chapol on each side of the organ, with a cloak-room for the choir
and another for the minister. There was also provided a hall·
way in the rear of the organ, with a stairway leading to cloak
nnd toilet rooms above. Beyond this hallway was built the chapel,
fifty-six by thirty-six feet, with a truss roof, thus providing a large
nudienco-room that can be made into three by means of draperies.
Ash finish was used, a hardwood floor laid, and the room, which
will seat three hundred, was furnished with chairs, rubber tipped,
and having racks for hats and books. The best of ventilation was
secured by an open fireplace. Over these rooms was provided a
large dining-room, kitchen, and china closet with ample cupboards
and shelves, all finished in spruce. The rooms above and below
nre all 'vell lighted and cheery, and well supplied with electric
lights. The piano, window shades, pulpit, clock, chairs, umbrella
holders, cook stove, table silver, and other kitchen and dining-room
furniture were donated by individuals; the choir, Sunday-school
classes, and the Christian Endeavor Society and the Ladies'
Social Circle did their full share of the good work. The amount
expended at the time may be approximately stated as follows: -
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Carpenter work and material
Stone work, raising tbe church and excavation
Mason work and material
J>aioting
}'urnaces, plumbing, t'umishioga, including
electric lights ·

Total

14,110.00
2,728.00
500.00
115.00
1,460.00
$8,909.00

" When this work on the chapel and basement of the church wns
completed, and the bills paid, it was found to the disappointment
of all that there was no money left to renovate the audiene&room,
though much more money had been pledged than the estimated
amount required, and almost every pledge had been promptly paid
- a remarkable record, considering the hard times of 1893. The
chapel was used for the first time Jan. 6, 1894, for a preparatory
lecture, and the next day, Sunday, the Sunday school met there.
"The times were such that it did not seem possible to raise
any more money, and the outlook was discouraging. To add to
the difficulty, it was found that the top of the church tower was
in an unsafe condition, and must be rebuilt at once. If this was
to be done there were those who felt that it was better to make
a special effort to raise funds sufficient to secure all of the necessary improvements. Feb. 5, 1895, pledges were circulated ask·
ing for two thousand dollars additional for this purpose. The
pledges were so prompt and generous that work on the audienceroom began March 25. A contract was made with W. L. Wedger
& Co. of Boston to provide and decorate a metal ceiling and walls
for the audience-room and vestibule at a cost of $1,169.83. A
tower of larger dimensions was built by H. W. Sweetzer of Campton, and all the buildings were thoroughly painted by Fifield and
Kelley. Electric lights were furnished, the seats of the pews
were made a little wider, the pulpit platform was improved, and
the steps to the choir gallery removed, and other minor improvements made. The Ladies' Social Circle provided a new carpet
and new railing and drapery for the front of the gnllory, and
renovated the upholstering of the pews.
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" Tl1e amount expended for improvements in this last effort is
a little over twenty-two hundred dollars. The total amount paid
for running expenses and improvements in the three years 1893,
1804:, and 1895 is over sixteen thousand dollars, an average of
OYer five thousand dollars a yenr and over o~e hundred dollars for
each week. It seems almost incredible that so large a sum should
have been raised, as free gifts, in a town of this size, and it
nhmu1nnt1y shows that tho people wore enthusiastic and united in
their efforts nud willing to make many personal sacrifices in the
interests of the church. The enthusiasm e.'ttonded to former residents and natives of the town, who aided generously in the work,
.thus showing loyalt.y to the home and cliurch of their childhood.
Our meeting-house is now convenient, commodious, and comely.
That which was so earnestly desired for so many years has been
secured. The money for the work has been provided with willing
minds, nnd nearly every family in tho parish has helped to boar
tho burden. The smallest amount, pledged by a child, was twentyfive cents, and the largest sum, pledged by a family, was two thousand four htmdred and twenty-five dollars."
Under tho auspices of tho Congregational Church, Bible lessons
for the young were maintained each Sabbath in the schoolhouses
for several years during and succeeding the ministry of Rev.
Jonathan Ward. In 1837, under the encouragement of Rev.
George Punchard, a Sunday school was established. The sessions were in the meeting-house during the intermission between
tho morning nnd tho afternoon service. The school hns been maintnine(l until the present time, and since 1858 a record of attendance hns been preserved. The smallest number of scholars was
125, in 1875, nnd tho same number in 1879. The largest number
wns 301, in 1890. The superintendents have been William Green,
William W. Russell, Sr., Alvah McQuesten, David 0. Webster,
Washington George, William W. Russell, Jr., Silas H. Pearl,
Rev. David Connell, Ambrose P. Kelsey, William H. Raymond,
Rev. George H. Scott, Rev. Henry P. Peck, John Keniston, William W. Russell, Jr., second term, Frank E. Alden, Sceva Speare,
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A. J. Grout, Jared Smith, and John Keniston, second term, the
present superintendent.
Whoever attempts to name the deacons during the ministry of
Rev. Nathan Ward will regret the absence of the early church
records, and if wise will approach conclusions with caution. It
is certain that John Willoughby was a deacon from the completed
organization of the church until his death in 1834. It was a
long and an honorable senioo.
Francis Worcester came to Plymouth in 1768. He had been
a deacon of the church in Hollis over twenty years. He was
elected deacon soon after his removal to this town, and faithfully
served the church until his death in 1800.
Joshua Fletcher was called to the office as early as 1794. He
removed to Bridgewater 1802, and continued his connection with
the church in Plymouth, and served as deacon until 1818, when
he was dismissed to the church in Bridgewater. .
In 1801 Benjamin Goold and Jotham Cummings, .Tr., were
elected. Deacon Goold died in 1804, and Deacon Cummings
removed from town in 1811.
Asa Robbins and Ebenezer Rartlctt were elected deacons in
1805. Deacon Bartlett died in 1832 and Deacon Robbins in 1835.
The following persons have succeeded: Deacon James Morrison, 1831-36; Deacon Alvah :McQuesten, 1834-67; Deacon David
Clough Webster, 1856-62; Deacon Washington George, 1863-76;
Deacon William Wallaco Russell, Jr., 1868-92; Deacon Simeon
Banbom, 1872-78; Deacon Jason Clark, 1878-95; Deacon
George Punchard Cook, since 1879; Deacon Lemuel L. Draper,
1880-99; Deacon Alfred Cook, since 1893; Deacon Sceva Speare,
1899, resigned 1900; Deaco~ William G. Hull, since 1900. Since
1891 the deacons have been elected for a term of four years and
are eligible to rtH~lection.
Stephen Webster, Stephen Webster, Jr., and Elisha Bean have
been honored with a mention in the roll of the deacons. It is
not probable, for reasons stated more fully in another chapter,
that either of them at any time were members or deacons of this
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church. They were Baptists. There was only one church in the
town, and they probably attended the preaching of Mr. Ward and
were at times chosen by the town on committees conducting parish
affairs. Stephen Webster, often called Elder Webster, was a
proachcr of the Baptist faith, and Elisha ~an died in fellowship
with the Baptist church in Rumney. Stephen Webster and Stephen Webster, Jr., were among the first to be excused by the
to'rn from the tax for the salary of :Mr. Ward.
Since the close of tho ministry of Rev. Nathan Ward the clerks
of the church have been: Rev. Drury Fairbank, 1800-18; Jonathan Cummings, 1818-19; Rev. Jonathan Ward, 1819-29; William Green, 1829-4:5 ; Rev. William Ree4 Jewett, 1845-62 ;
Charles Hazelton, 1862-64; Rev. Henry A. Hazen, 1864-67;
Deacon Willi~ W. Russell, 1867-79; William H. Raymond,
1879-84; Deacon William W. Russell, 1884-92; Mrs. :Martha
C. (Ward) Russell, 1892-97; Mrs. Annie A. (Huckins) Blais-dell, since 1897.
The pastor and the deacons for many years constituted the
church committee. Since 1863 William H. Reed, Simeon Sanborn, James McQuesten, William G. Cook, Charles Hazelton,
Jason Clark, Arthur Ward, George P. Cook, Frederic W. A.
Robie, Henry Cummings, Frederick W. Ballou, Lemuel L. Draper,
Perley Fossett, William Thornton, William H. Raymond, John
H. Whitten, Alfred Cook, John Keniston, Alvah l£. Merrill,
Horace Alden, Joseph W. Atwood are former auxiliary members
of tho committee. Tho present members arc J. E. S. Fifield and
Solon Evans.
Tho following table presents an exhibit of membership, deaths,
dismissal, additions, attendance at Sunday school, and collections
for charitable objects, so far as facts are preserved, since 1819.
During this period the whole number from whom fellowship has
been withdrawn is twenty-nino. The contributions or collections
are exclusive of all stated parish expenses.
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w.uu.
DA'l'IL

Male.

1819
1890
1821
18!2
1823
1824
1826
1826
1827
1828
1829
1830
1831
1832

1888
1884
1886
1886
1887
1888
1839
1840
1S.l
1S.2
1S.8

90
21
28

..--.
41

61
61

90

62
62

61

60

41

22

66

61
'11

117

66

1 122

42

78

94

No return

No return
68
144
121
02
68
136

66
62

127

126

68
102
102
68
No return

1844

1846
1S.6
1847
1848
1S.9
1860
1861
1862
1868
1864
1866
1860
1867
1868
1869
1860
1861
1862
1868
1864
1866
1866
1867
1868
1869
1870
1871
1872
1878

"

10.
114

41
46

121
124

42
49
48

46

46
4:l
41
40

98

1~

120

120

10.
9-i
9-i
100
98

20
83

7
23

2
8
6

s
9

8

1
10
11

21

.b J
-- - - - - - - - - - - - -

97

91
00
116
119
1J6
116

8
2
1

3

1

3
11

8
6

8
2
6
2

12

4
4
2

lOS

86
88
84
86
88
80

84

~

=
~

Mwt.. IDJIID&I.

46

2
6
1
1

107

80

26
41

B

19
88
28

96

116

100
78
'14
70

00

~~

2

8
8
1
1

8tl
80
80

31

I J ·-

44
48

27
27

?D
19
19
18

I
!

.

a
2

7
7
9
10

a

1
8
4

8
6
1
1

6
8
1
6

2
4
3

7

26

18
9
8

2

s
s
7

1
4

6
9
8
1
1

4

2
2

1
4

2
1
6
1

a

4

16

6
2

1
2

8

1
2

1
1
4

1
1

1

4

1

1
1
3
8

1

8

2

6
2

4

2
8
3

8

9
8
6
7
6
7
10
4

8
6
6

4

2
1

1
2

4

2

4

2
2

a

1162
313

7

4
4

9

1

2

6
1
2

20

6
3

1

166
100
100
166
180
170
100
J.IO

1-10
160
160
186

460
466
800

86

84
3i
82

32
84}

480
460
296

81
83
83
8-i

ISO

980

29
82
84

160

200

27

288
288

448

116

870
311

~

:l4
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lfqaaa.

D&TL

..
I

1874
1876
18i6
18i7
18i8
11170
11180
11181
1882
1883
18&1
11!86
1tl86
1887
18S8
1880
1890
1891
18!12
1803
1!1(1.1
111!!6
11:100
18!17
1808
1800
1000
1001
)002

1fiCJ3
11104

Female.

84

121
129
136
136
161
150
lli8
11i7
164

32
3-l

81
44
41
40
47
46
44
46

u,a

86

14!!
127
120
1:.!1
116
)]0
110
101

82

119

3'.4
38

87
87

86
84

31
31

32
36

89
41
46
46
41
38

98
100
100
10.'l
106
103
110
108
104
103

3G

1o.&

31

120

II

167
126

131

J J
i!
-- -- -- ---- -- -A

Male.

~~

B.t.PTDIII.

li

~

20

10
19
2
86

16
7
1
10
1
3
7
3
3
11

14
4
6
7
13
9
2
17
6
4
8
8

7

AdaiU. la..,llo.

8
2

4
4
2
3
7
2
6
6
6
6

2
2
3
16
2
8
4
1
1
6
7
6
3
7

6
6
7
2
8
6
4
4

1

7
4
4
1
6
2
4
1
6
2
2
3
1
8
4
8
4
2
4
2

16
8
4
1
23
1

4

2
3
2
8
6

1

8
4
2
3
9
6
3
2
0

260

1
1
4
1
8

1
13
3
1

260
176
126
160
100
160
146
200

148
188
128
180
186
201
210
217
242
272

272
280
8

2
1
8

0

SOl

2119

274
280

272
1113

283

168

284

266

247

~

26
29
80
28
34

802

IJ9
86

86

86
88
86

226
91

41
167
100
63

26

180
117
221
271
706
1442
266

4110
624
800
830

446
841
289

298
147

86

64

61

64

49
61
61
32

16
17

17
12
12

u

16
17
16
16
16
16
11
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THE METHODIST CHURCH.

ETHODIST churches were organized in many towns in
this vicinity about 1800. In outline features the history
. of Methodism in different towns is very similar. The several
communities were instructed by the same preachers, moving from
town to town and laboring under a common control or supervision.
The result was cohesion and symmetry. Everywhere the pioneer
preachers of Methodism were inspired with equal and unfailing
zeal and courage, and everywhere they met the indifferent opposition of the worldly, and at best a qualified welcome of the existing,
churches.
The immigration to northern New Hampshire was from the
south and the southeast. One hundred years ago the immigration
from Grafton County was mainly to Vermont and to Canada.
Rowing against the current of immigration, the early Methodist
preachers came to this vicinity from Vermont and from New
York. In this instance the course of empire was not westward.
The early Methodist preachers came at an opportune season.
The harvest was ripe and the reapers were ready. In nearly every
community there was one church of the standing order, which
had been founded soon after the settlement of the town. It was
a sole occupant of the field. Over each of them " the learned
orthodox minister " was settled for life and preached without a
rival He was an earnest and a solemn laborer. Austere in
manner, pure in mind, and diligent and faithful as a pastor, he
d~dicated the years of his devoted life to his Master and labored
for his people according to the models and standards of his time.
His counsel was the voice of wisdom, but his sympathy and fellowship were congealed in the solemnity of his presence. With
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fornial precision he visited the sick and comforted the mourner
in learned phrases which grief could not accept and the mind
comprehend. His sermons, the full product of hours of prayer
and study, were pure and instructive. Measured by the standard
of his school, they were free from heresy, and to the emotional
element of his hearers, they were equally free from the gentle,
tender words of love and sympathy. Even on the Sabbath he was
removed from his people and preached to them from the altitude
of an old-time pulpit, with deacons in sculptured solemnity seated
at the corner posts. Nothing could add to the rigidness of the
surroundings except a tithingman, and he was ever present with
a staff of office.
The old-time minister, in the annals of New England, is a
grand and noble character. He filled his mission with precision
and sen-ed his generation with devotion and an exalted purpose.
The altitude of the old-time pulpit was not a freak of architecture.
It was an apt expression of the people to raise a pedestal for their
minister. Here they placed him while preaching, and throughout the week their attitude compelled him to walk upon an even
plane above them. They addressed with reverence, and if any
loved him, they .loved him with an element of awe that suffered
no passage of the gulf that separated him from the hearts of his
people. In this rigid expression of the time the people were more
blrunable than the minister. In all their relations his heart was
as hungry and as tmsatisfied as their own. So far as the minister
was faithful nnd the people were reverent they lived up to the
standard ·of the time, but alas, they bereaved themselves of the
solace of friendship and the flavor of brotherly love.
Such were the conditions prevailing in many towns when the
pioneer preachers of Methodism, the heralds of a new creed,
announced their message to their fellowmen. Their early success
arose more from the zeal and manner of the preacher than from
the matter of the discourse. They lived among the people, they
were entertained in their homes, and when not engaged in preaching they organized classes and secured the service of associated
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e:ffort. They preached in dwellings, in barns, and in the groves,
and while preaching they stood among their hearers. Wisely
assuming that the leamed clergy had instructed the people in 11
knowledge of the Bible and of the Christian religion, they asserted
the tenets peculiar to their church. If they appealed to the emotions of men, they satisfied a hnnger of the soul which doctrinal
and leamed sermons could not appease, and if at times they became fervid and impassioned in manner, they felt a responsive
emotion in the worship of the multitude.
These conditions and results attending the early Methodist
preachers in many places were not fully developed in Plymouth.
The reason is apparent. The early settlers were Congregationalists. Rev. Nathan Ward, their devoted pastor, was a:ffectionnte
and sympathetic, and while he moulded and solidified the char·
acter of a generation, he avoided contention and intercepted dis·
integration. Methodist churches were established in near-by towns
several years before one was founded in Plymouth.
The early Methodist preachers were zealous laborers. They
visited many towns and preached many sermons in New Hampshire, of which a record is not preserved. Probably tlto first
Methodist preacher in Grafton County was the eccentric Lorenzo
Dow, who preached in several towns in this county, including
Hebron, in 1797. In the autumn of 1802 Dow came again to
Grafton Co1mty and visited Plymouth. He records the event in
his joumal:I came over the river into New Hampshire where I met Martin Ruter
going to form a circuit. I saw Elijah R. Sabin who had been a zealous
and oaeful preacher, but was now broken down and married and about
to locate. I had meetings in Have•·hill, then rode to Plymouth and
Holderness and Meredith and Gilmanton, and the melting powe1· of God
seemed to be present in many places.
Conceming the dates of the organization of the early circuits,
districts, and conferences, the historians of the Methodist church
are not always in exact agreement. One gives the date of an act
in the progress of organization and another dates from a subse-
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qnent event, but in general outlines all are in substantial agreemenl In the early days of Methodism New Hampshire was
included in the New London district of the New York conference.
In 1801 a record apJ>Cars of the Hawke, Chesterfield, Hanover,
and Landa:ft' circuits in this State. The Landaff circuit included
Lancaster, Haverhill, Rumney, Bridgewater, and several adjoin·
ing towns. It is certain that the boundaries of the circuit were
not clearly defined, and that the circuit preachers were expected
to labor wherever called. Rev. J'ohn Brodhead was the presiding
elder, and the circuit preachers were Elijah R. Sabin and Asher
Smith. During the year Mr. Smith organized a class in Bridgo'vater, now Bristol. The proof is not pre.~~erved, but it is probable
tltnt Mr. Sabin or Mr. Smith preached in Plymouth in 1801. In
1802 the Vcrshire district of the New York conference, including
eight circuits in Vermont and New Hampshire, was formed.
Rev. John Brodhead was the presiding elder. The Bridgewater
circuit included Bridgewater, Plymouth, Hebron, Groton, Alex·
andria Hill, Danbury, Salisbury, Andover, Holderness, New
Hampton, Sanbornton, and Northfield. Reuben Jones was the
·circuit preacher. In the reorganization of 1803 the Bridgewater
circuit of the New York conference was in the Vermont district,
with Rev. Joseph Crawford presiding elder. Rev. Elijah Hedding
was the circuit preacher.
The New England conference was severed from the New York
conference in 1801. It embraced tl1e New England States, except
the part of Connecticut west of the Connecticut River. At the
snme time the Ne\v Hampshire district was organized, with Rev.
John Brodhead presiding elder. Rev. Lewis Bates and Rev.
Caleb Dustin were appointed to the Bridgewater circuit, including
Plymouth. The Methodists of this town remained in the same
circuit district and conference until the close of the year 1825,
when Plymouth was severed from the Bridgewater circuit and
many hallowed associations were interrupted. The preachers on
the Bridgewater circuit were earnest and zealous men, and several
are prominent in the annals of the church.
YOL.L-17
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Rev. Elijah Hedding, D.D., was bom at White Plains, N. Y.,
June 7, 1780. In 1791 his parents removed to Starksboro, Vt.
He was ordained a deacon July 4, 1803, and appointed that year
to the Bridgewater circuit. He rode many miles each day preaching constantly. He was unable to endure the self-imposed hardship, and was an invalid several weeks in New Chester. He rode
to Plymouth, and while in this town he was prostrated with
inflammatory rheumatism and was kindly attended in the home
of Elder Ebenezer Blodgett, where he remained four months. He
was subsequently a presiding elder, and a bishop in 1824. The
degree of D.D. was conferred by Augusta College, 1829, by Union
College, 1837, and by University of Vermont, 1840. He was
president of the Biblical Institute, Concord, several years. He
died at Poughkeepsie, N. Y., April 9, 1852. There is a current
tradition that Rev. Dr. Hedding preached the first sermon under
the auspices of the Methodist church in this vicinity. The tradition is not probable. Mr. Hedding preached his first sermon
March 26, 1800, and until he was appointed to the Bridgewater
circuit he labored in western Vennont and in Canada. Rev.
Asher Smith and Rev. Robert Jones had preached on the Bridgewater circuit two years before Rev. Elijah Hedding arrived in
this vicinity. Tbe tradition probably has an origin in the fact
·that Rev. Mr. Hedding, while filling the Bridgewater circuit in
1803, made an appointment to preach at a schoolhouse in Holderness, and when he arrived he was denied admission. He retired
a short distance and, standing upon a large boulder, delivered a
memorable sermon from the te.'l:t: " Upon this rock I will build
my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it."
Rev. John Brodhead was bom in Lower Smithfield, Pa., Oct.
22, 1770. He was an able preacher in the Middle and New England States several years, and was presiding elder of the New
London, Conn., district in 1800 and 1801 and of the Vershire, Vt.,
district in 1802. In 1803 he was stationed at Hanover, and in
1804-06 he was presiding elder of the New Hampshire district,
and the two years following of the Boston district. His subsequent appointments were in Rockingham County. He resided
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seYeral years in Newmarket. He was chaplain of the legislature,
a State senator 1817, 1818; 1819, 1820, 1825, 1826, representative
in congress 1829-33. He died at Newmarket, April 17, 1838.
Rev. :Martin Ruter, D.D., was hom in Charlton, Mass., April
3, 1785, and was licensed to preach by the New York conference
1801. lie was a learned man and an eloquent preacher. He was
appointed t.o "the Bridgewater circuit 1805, and four years later
he wns tho presiding elder. Subsequently he filled many appointments with great ability, and was a leader in the educational work
of the church. He founded a seminary at Newmarket, and was
an able agent of the Westem Book Concern, and president of
severnl educational institutions. He died at Washington, Tex.,
:May 16, 1838. Rev. Lewis Bates, the author of Memorials of
Methodism, hom 1780, was appointed to the circuit with Caleb
Dustin, 1804. He was an able preacher, an eamest laborer, and for
many years a distinguished minister of the Methodist Episcopal
church. lie died in Taunton, Mass., March 24, 1865. John Lewis
Bates, former Governor of Massachusetts, is his great-grandson.
Rev. Benjamin Bishop, formerly a blacksmith of Lancaster,
preached several years with a considerable measure of success. He
was appointed to the Bridgewater circuit with the accomplished
Martin Ruter, 1805.
In 1825, with some change of territory, the circuit was called
the Bristol and Plymouth circuit, and · in 1827 Plymouth was
severed from Bristol and became a principal preaching station in
the Plymouth circuit. By a division of the New England conference in 1829 the New Hampshire and Vermont conference .
was organized, nnd two years Inter, without change of territory,
tho nnmo was changed to the New Hampshire conference. The
Plymouth district, including several towns in Vermont, at this
time was created, and the town of Plymouth belonged to the
Plymouth district until 1840, to the Haverhill district until 1855,
and since the close of that year to the Concord district of the
New Hampshire conference. Plymouth remained a preaching
station in a circuit, and ministers were appointed to Plymouth
and to one or more adjoining towns until 1838, and since that date
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Plymouth bas been a station and the church bas enjoyed the
undivided ministrations of the pastor.
The brick church, located near the present reaidence of Orrin W.
Fletcher at West Plymouth, was built in 1823. Elder Ebenezer
Blodgett, a local preacher, Oliver L Marston, and others were
zealous promoters of the enterprise. The house would seat about
three hundred, and was occupied by the Methodists of this town
about forty years. After preaching was established in the villngo
the ministers appointed to Plymouth preached at both places for
several years. The brick church was removed in 1865, and nothing
remains but a knowledge of the effort and the sacrifice of tl1oso
who built it, the record of the faithful labors of the preachers,
and the sacred memory of the faith and the devotion of successive
worshippers.
The first stated Methodist preaching in Plymoutl1 village was
by Rev. William Nelson in 1831. The meetings assembled in a
hall owned by Nathan Harris, which stood at the corner of Highland and Langdon streets. Rev. Mr. Nelson and Rev. Matthew
Newhall were the ministers appointed to the Plymouth circuit
that year. · The first :Methodist meeting-house in Plymouth village
was built during the pastorate of Rev. Schuyler Chamberlain in
1833. It stood on the site of Mason's Block. It was of wood, and
cost about one thousand dollars. In 1850, while Rev. George W.
H. Clark was preaching here, the house was enlarged, and again in
185'1, during the pastorate of Rev. Elijah R. Wilkins. It was
occupied until 18'12, when the present commodious and substantial edifice was erected a short distance south of the former building. At this time Rev. Morris W. Prince was the pastor.
Including the site and the furnishings, the building cost twenty
thousand dollars.
The bell was purchased and hung in the tower in 1888, during
the pastorate of Rev. Thomas Tyrie. The cost was met by a
legacy of John H. Gill. The first parson!lge owned by the society
was purchased in 1842, when Rev. Moses Chase was the pastor.
It was located nortll of the present church, and was occupied by
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the successive ministers until 1872. The present parsonage,
located on Highland Street, was purchased at an expense of
twenty-five hundred dollars in 1876, and Rev. Joseph E. Robins
was the first occupant.
The New Hampshire conference, Bishop Randolph S. Foster
presiding, held .the fiftieth annual session in Plymouth. The
conference convened Wednesday, April 9, and was dissolved :Monday, April 14, 1879. Rev. George Hale Scott of this town was
the representative of the Congregational churches who presented
the fraternal congratulations of his denomination.
The first legal society was organized April 13, 1830. It included the Methodists of Plymouth, Campton, and Holderness.
The first mooting assembled in Campton. The following notice
was published in the Republican of Haverhill: " Notice is hereby
given to nll concerned that we, the subscribers, and our associates
of Campton, Holderness, and Plymouth, in the County of Grafton,
State of New Hampshire, have formed ourselves into a religious
society and have assumed the name of the First :Methodist Society
of Campton, Holderness, and Plymouth, agreeable to an act entitled 'An act empowering religious associations to assume and
exercise corporate powers ' passed July 3, 1827. Jacob Adams
of Campton was president, Oliver L. :Marston of Plymouth secretary, nnd the executive committee were William Sanborn,
Samuel Kimball, and John Smith."
Since the arrival in Plymouth of the :first circuit preachers one
hundred years have been added to the calendar and three generations bearing the burdens have joined in the prayer and the praise
of devoted worshippers. The little acorn of the class, planted
here by the fervid and hopeful heralds of :Methodism, has grown
to the spreading oak of a vigorous church. Through succeeding
years the pastors and the brethren have comforted the sick and
have spoken words of love and consolation to the bereaved. In
moulding the character and instructing men and women in their
solemn duties to God and to their fellow-men, the good work of the
church is dimly seen by mortal vision, but is written in characters of light in the eternal records of another world.
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The briefest sketch of the :Methodist church in Plymouth would
not be complete without mention of some of the worthy !athors
who have home the heat and the burden of their timo.
Ebenezer Blodgett, son of James and Sarah (Snow) Blodgett,
was hom in Plymouth, Feb. 9, 1777. The family were Baptists
and .frequent attendants at the Congregational church. In early
manhood he embraced the faith of Methodism, and was through
life a firm and consistent supporter of the church. He was active
and helpful in building the brick church, and was a constant
attendant at the week-day and Sabbath meetings of the Methodists. He was a local preacher many years, and often preachad
in Plymouth, Bridgewater, Bristol, and wherever duty called him.
He removed to Bristol 1835, and there died Sept 28, 1854. The
Methodist church is dignified in the memory of men like Ebenezer
Blodgett
John Hazelton Gill, son of William and Ruth (Hazelton) Gill,
was hom in Boscawen, Sept 16, 1809. The family removed to
Plymouth in 1830. He was a leader of the choir, and through life
an earnest, devoted man, warm in his impulses and firm in his
principles. In the example of a worthy life, and in tho faithfulness of his constant labor, he called others to the :Methodist
church, and in his death the sweet-toned bell, by him presented,
is calling another generation to the sanctuary. He died July
30, 1888.
General Cyrus Corliss, who died, after many years of devotad
service, Aug. 80, 1902, and Benjamin P. Merrill, who died Feb. 4,
1901, were constant and faithful in the councils and the activities
of the church, and still live in the influence of devoted lives and
zealous service.
Chase W. Calley, with the wisdom of fourscore years and the
vigor and fervency of youth, is highly esteemed by his brethren
and is a pleasing type of Methodism both old and new.
To the year 1904 the number of ministers appointed to the
Bridgewater circuit, to which this town belonged, to West Ply·
mouth, and to Plymouth is ninety-three.
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The first thirty-five appointments to the circuit were:1801
1802
1808
1804:
1806
1806
1807
1808
1809
1810
1811
1812

Asher Smith
Reuben Jones
Elljnh Hedding
Lewis Dates
Caleb Dustin ·
l\fnrtln Ruter:
Benjnmln Bishop
Joel Winch
Joseph J.<,arrar
Willillm Hunt
IA!Ouard Frost
Wnrrcn Bannister
Joseph Lull
.Abner Clark
Leonard Bennett
John W. Hardy
Richard Emery

1818 John Payno
John Lewis
18U John Wilkinson
1816 Jonathan Worthen
Heze!dah Davia
1816 Leonard Frost
1817 Job Pratt
1818 Orin Roberta
Damon Young
1819 Amasa Cowles
1820 Charles Baker
1821 Wilder D. Mack
1822, '28 Cnleb Dustin
1824: James Templeton
1826 Joeeph Kellom
David Stickney
1826 Amasa Back
Moses Saunderson

The following have been appointed to West Plymouth and
Plymouth from 1827 to 1837 inclusive, and the pastors were expected to supply one or more preaching stations in neighboring
towns nnd in Plymouth village after 1831:1827 .Joseph Kcllom
Sereno Fisk
1828 Joseph Kellom
Jonas Scott
1829 William D. Caas
James Huckins
1880 William D. Case
Charles G. Chase
1881 William Nelson
Matthew Newhall

~atthew Newhall
Otis Dunbar
1838, '84: Schuyler Chamberlain
Israel E. Jones
1886 Jonathan Hazelton
Daniel I. Robinson
1886 Daniel I. Robinson
Salmon Gleason
1887 William Nelson
Holman Drew
Lorenzo D. Blodgett

1882

Appointments to West Plymouth, 1838-50:1888 William Nelson
1889 Henry J. Woolley
Wllllam Nelson

1840 William Nelson
1841 Moody P. Marshall
1842 George F. Welle
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1847 Josiah A. Scarritt
1848 James G.. Smit.b
18(9 No appointment
1850 James G. SmiLh

1848 John Gould
James M. Hartwell
18(4 John Gould
1845 Daniel Lee
18(6 Josiah A. Soarritt

In 1859 Truman Carter was appointed to West Plymouth and
Rumney.
Appointments to Plymouth, 1838 to 1904:1888 Elliot B. Fletcher
Samuel G. Scott
1889, '40 Lorenzo D. Barrows
1841 Joseph C. Cromach
1842, '(8 Moses Chase
184-t, '45 Ebenezer Peaslee
1846, '(7 James G. SmiLh
1848 Benjamin D. Brewater
1848, '49 Sullivan Holman
1860, '51 George W. B. Clark
1862 Elihu Scott
1868 Amos S. Tenney
1864, Horatio N. Taplin
1865, '66 Robert S. Stubbs
1867, '68 Elijah R. Wilkins
1859, '60 Charles H. Cbaae
1861, '62 Orlando H. Jasper
1868, '64 Nelaon Green

11
1889
1840

1841
1842
1848
1844
1846

1818
1847
1848
1849

a!
JIJ
--

Jl.uoftu&

a

=3

1866, '66 Biram L. Kelsey
1867, '68 I..ewla Howard
1869, '70 Silas E. Quimby
1871, '72, '78 Morrie W. Prince
1874 Otis Cale
1876 Edward C. Bau
1876, '77, '78 Joaepb E. Robins
1879, '80, '81 James H. H. Haines
1882, '88 Daniel C. Knowles
1884, '86 William E. Bennett
1886, '87, '88 Thomas Tyrie
1889, '90 Roscoe Sanderaon
1891, '92 David E • .Miller
1898, '94, '96 George N. Dorr
1896, '97 John A. Bowler
1898 John H. Emerson
1899,1900, '01 Willis M. Cleveland
1902, •os, '04 Robert T. Wolcott

J

I

J

.u.u..

288
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166
206
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229

216

206
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180
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60
176
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290
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268
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816
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867
279

265
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1860
1861
11162
186.'4
1864
1866
1806
1867
1868
1869
1860
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1868
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1866
1866
1867
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1869
1870
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1872
1878
11!74
1876
1876
1877
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246
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27
117
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26
26
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1188
1160
1171
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Paatoaxo
1801-02 John Brodhead
1808 Joseph Crawford
1804-06 John Brodhead
1807-08 Elljlah Hedding
1809-10 Matiln Ruter
1811-1-' Solomon Siaa
1816-18 David Kilburn
1819-22 Jacob Sanborn
1828-26 Benjamin R. Hoyt
1827-29 John F. Adams
1880-81 John W. Hardy
1882-86 Eliazer Wells
1886-89 Benjamin R. Hoyt
18-'0--'8 Charles D. Cahoon
18-'-' Justin Spalding
18-'6--'6 RD88eU H. Spalding
18-'749 Justin Spalding
1860~1 Reuben Dearborn

ELDUS.

1852~6

William D. Caaa
Lewis Howard
1860-62 James Pike
William D. Caaa, last halt ot
last year
1868-66 Elisha Adams
1867-69 Lorenzo D. Barrows
1870-78 Silaa G. Kellogg
1874 Theodore L. Flood
1875-76 James Pike
1877-80 John W. Adams
1881-84 Moeea T. Cilley
1885-89 George W. Norris
1890-96 Samuel C. Keeler
1896 George M. Curl
1897-1902 Oliver S. Baketel
1908- George M. Curl
1856~9

Non. -In the Minutea of tile Conferenoe, ~ name of the miniater appointed to the Bridgewater circuit ln 1821 ia reoorded as WaUaoe Lark and
as Wallaoe Locke and Wilder Mark. There are substantial reasons for the
ooncluaion that his name was Wilder B. Mack. He was admi~ted to the oouferenoe on trial in 1821, and the following year be was appointed to the Mad
River clrcul' in Vermont. In 1823 he was ordained a deacon and appointed
to Montpelier, V,. In 1824, 1825, and 1826 he received appoinDenta in Bath
· and Hallowell, Me. In 1827 he was transferred to the PiUaburg, Pa., con·
ferenoe, and was presiding elder of the Erie diatric' from 1829 to 1882, and of
the Warren diakict I rom 1833 to 1835. lie was transferred to the Dlinois
oonferenoe, and was presiding elder of the Chicago district in 1836, and U.e
following year he was expelled.

THE UNIVERSALIST OHUBO.H,

XVIII.

R

267

THE UNIVERSALIST CHURCH.

EV. JAMES II. SIIEPARD was the pioneer preacher of
Universalism in Plymouth. He came to this town in the
summer of 1850 and established a seminary in the Holmes Academy
building. The following year he purchased the academy building
and the boarding-house and made a gallant effort to found a permanent institution of learning in this town. The school under his
supervision was suspended in 1853, but he continued a residence
here until the autumn of 1856. When and where he studied theology has not been learned, but he was ordained a minister of the
Universalist church at Plymouth in the summer of 1856. Before
and after his ordination he preached many Sabbaths in the academy
building to interested audiences. An attempt at this time to
organize a church was abandoned, and :Mr. Shepard removed to
Centre Harbor, where he preached two years. From 1859 to 1861
be preached in New York City, and the two following years at
:Mount Vernon, N. Y. He preached at Danbury, Conn., from
1863 to 1867 and continued in the ministry, preaching in
Connecticut and New York, until 1878, when he retired from
the ministry at :Mount Vernon. During the decade succeeding
the labors of :Mr. Shepard occasional services were enjoyed by the
Universalists of Plymouth. The records are fragmentary and
very little is known concerning the results or the measure of the
interest manifested. Two of the ministers who preached here at
this time are well remembered. Rev. Benjamin Marshall Tillotson, many years the able pastor of the First Unitarian Church
of Manchester, was here several Sabbaths. He died at White
River Junction, Vt., Jan. 17, 1890. Rev. William 8. Balch, D.D.,
a well-known writer and a distinguished preacher, who died at
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Elgin, Til., Dec. 25, 1887, preached here on several oooaaions.
These oooaaional services were not fruitless, but they were not
supported by the power of organiution and progression.
In the autumn of 1876 Rev. Everett L Conger, D.D., now of
Pasadena, Cal., and then pastor of the White Memorial Church of
Concord, attended the funeral of Arthur Morae. His messages
of love and condolence and his conference with the Universalists
on that oooaaion were eventful, and he was invited to preach to
them, to which he assented. The date subsequently arranged was
Sunday, May 4, 1876. The services on that oocasion planted a milestone in the history of Universalism in Plymouth. He preached
afternoon and evening in the old courthouse. He awakened a now
interest and a subscription was circulated to provide for continued
services. Several connected with the other churches in this town
subscribed to the fund with the remark that there were good men in
Plymouth not connected with any existing church, and that it
would be a commendable work to enlist them in the cause of religion and in the support of preaching.
In the summer of 1879 Rev. Dr. Conger persuaded Rev. Thomas
Elliot St. John, pastor of the First Universalist Church of Worcester, Mass., to spend his summer vacation in Plymouth and to
preach several Sabbaths. Under the same conditions the following
year Rev. W. 8. Rolph preached in the old courthouse to the Universalists of Plymouth. By a slow process and an invisible connection of these separated eftorts the foundation of a permanent
structure was laid. The continued record is more connected and
substantial In July, 1881, Rev. Quillen H. Shinn, formerly pastor at Lynn, and then a resident of Foxboro, Mass., removed to
Plymouth. He became the first settled pastor of the Universalist
church. For three years under the ministration of Mr. Shinn the
society worshipped in the old courthouse. An organization was·
perfected and :Mr. Shinn, with unusual tact and efficiency, undertook the building of a church home. Under his direction and
encouraged by his enthusiasm the little parish erected the present
commodious brick church. The new church edifice was dedicated
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Oct. 28, 1884. Many well-known Universalists were present on the
occasion, and prominent among these was Mrs. Mary Thompson
(Frothingham) Goddard, widow of the late Thomas Austin Goddard of 13oston. Doth Mr. and Mrs. Goddard were liberal patrons
of Tufts Collego, the Goddard Seminary of Barre, Vt., and other
Universalist institutions. The dedicatory sermon was preached by
Rev. Adonirnm J. Patterson, formerly of Portsmouth, and later of
Roxbury, Mass. llaving succeeded in founding a church and in
building a church edifice, Mr. Shinn severed his connection Jan. 1,
1885, to enter upon constructive work in Deering, Me. He is now
Southern Missionary of the General Convention, respected and
loved throughout the land.
Quillen Hamilton Shinn, son of Elisha Shinn, was hom at Bega·
man, W. Va., Jan. 1, 1845. At sixteen years of age, in 1861, he
enlisted in the Union army, serving in the Third and the Twelfth
Virginia regiments. He was wounded in 1862, and remaining in
the service participating in many engagements, he was a prisoner
at Delle Isle and among the victors at AppomattoL He was discharged with his regiment at ltichmond in June, 1865. Directing
his attention to the ministry of the Universalist church, he graduated at the Canton Theological School, St. Lawrence Seminary,
1870. Ire had pastorates at Gaysville, Vt., and at Tyngsboro,
Lynn, Foxboro, and Mansfield in Massachusetts. During his eventful ministry in Plymouth, which succeeded the pastorates named,
he instituted the National Summer Mooting at the Wiers, which has
been a potent factor in originating now methods and an enlargement of the administration of church affairs. Since his removal
from this town he has been a travelling missionary and an eloquent and persuasive minister of his church. In this field of
labor he has revived many sleeping and has organized many new
churches, earning the significant title of" the John Wesley of the
Universalist church." While preaching in California in 1894,
Dr. Shinn admitted a youth to the Universalist church and directed
his thought to the ministry. The youth after years of study and •
preparation is now the pastor of the church in Plymouth which

270

JIISTOB.Y Oll' PLYKOUTH.

prospered under tho ministry of Dr. Shinn, and is prcnclaing cncb
Sabbath in a church edifice erected through his agency and persuasive efforts. In the ministry of Rov. Mr. Ruggles, Dr. Shinn
is still preaching to the many whom be loved in Plymouth and to
those whom he led into the fold of the church. ·
Prominent among the people interested and helpful in the constructive work of Mr. Shinn were Mr. and Mrs. Hanson S. Chase,
Harrison B. Marden, Andrew J. McClure, G. Smith, Gilmore
Houston, Albert Lyford, Mrs. Lydia (Walker) Smith, Mr. and
Mrs. Walker, and Mrs. Quincy of Rumney.
The second pastor was Rev. F. W. Betts, a graduate of the Canton Theological School, 1885. He began his labors July 1, 1885.
He was ordained at the Weirs in August, 1886, and in September
of that year he accepted a call to Palmer, Mass. He is a popular
preacher and a successful pastor. He recoived tho degroo of D.D.
from St. Lawrence University, 1903. After a season of temporary
supply, Rev. Thomas Stratton, a graduate of the Canton Theological School, 1888, began a successful ministry in July, 1888,
and resigned in March, 1893. lie reorganized the church and
labored incessantly for the prosperity of his charge. During his
ministry a pipe organ was presented by Mr. and :Mrs. Merrill
Greeley and a communion service by Mrs. Hazen D. Smith. Rev.
Thomas Stratton is now pastor of the Universalist Church in
Rutland, Vt. He was immediately succeeded in Plymouth by
Rev. ·Noel E. Spicer, who labored with the society from April,
1893, to September, 1895. He is now pastor of the Universalist
Church in Attica, Ohio. Rev. W. A. Williams preached from
April, 1897, to January, 1898. From the latter date until the
summer of 1902 the parish was dormant.
In July, 1902, largely through the effort of lfnry Elizabeth
(Merrill) Greeley, Bernard C. Ruggles, then a student at Canton
Theological Seminary, was invited to preach during a summer
vacation. The services of these few Sabbaths established the second
mile-stone in the growth of the Universalist Church of Plymouth.
The State Convention of the Universalist Church endorsed the
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desire of the parish to secure a permanent pastor. The convention
and the parish were united in an invitation to Rev. Bernard C.
Ruggles, who assumed the duties and obligations of a settled pastor
upon his graduation from the seminary in June, 1903. He has
entered upon the third year of his ministry with substantial assurance of continued success. l-Ie has reorganized the church and is
lnying the foundations of a permanent and stable organization.
The church building has been renovated and repaired, and stimulated by the untiring labor of a zealous and devoted pastor, the
church in material and spiritual attributes has grown and prospered. Rev. Bernard C. Ruggles, son of George Newton and Edna
(Carver) Ruggles, was hom at Fremont, Neb., May 24, 1879.
lie was educated in the grammar and high schools of Santa
Paula, Cal., and graduated from the Theological School, St.
Lawrence University, 1903. He was a student two years in the
university, but relinquished the academical course. He is a mem·
her of the Phi Sigma Kappa Fraternity and is chaplain of the
Olive Branch Lodge, A. F. and A. M.
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XIX.

SCHOOLS.

AOOORDING to the standard of the time, the early settlers of
..tl.. Plymouth were educated men and women. They came from
organized towns where they had enjoyed the privileges of established schools. To them the education of their children was a fun·
damental concern. The first schools of Plymouth were assembled
around the firesides under the supervision of intelligent parents.
Of the first generation reared in this town, the number who could
not read and write is so small that an instance has not been dis·
covered. Scarcely had the pioneers organized a town, and while
yet engaged in felling forests and bringing fields into tillage, they
assembled in town meeting and voted to raise money for the support
of schools.
In addition to the reservation of school lands according to the
conditions of the charter of the town, the proprietors made no
provision for the support of schools, and only one vote upon the
subject is found in their records. At a meeting of the grantees
assembled at the meeting-house in Plymouth, Sept. 12, 1768, upon
an article in the warrant, "to see what incouragement the propri·
etors will give towards the school that Mr. Cleaveland has lately
been here in quest of," the proprietors voted to dismiss the article.
It_is probable that Mr. Cleaveland was a son of Rev. John Cleaveland of Chebacco Parish, Ipswich, Mass., or of his brother Rev.
Ebenezer Cleaveland of Gloucester, Mass. The two ministers were
clerical associates and personal friends of Rev. Nathan Ward.
In a clear understanding of the early measures adopted in this
town for the establishment and maintenance of schools, it should bo
borne in mind that in the absence of law the town was the supreme
authority for many years. The early schools of Plymouth were
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not the product of State support nor the creation of legislation.
They were spontaneous among the people. The school system,
approved many years subsequently by the legislature and made
permanent by statute, was first formulated in the town meetings
of New Hampshire and its merits demonstrated by public approval.
Plymouth had maintained school districts over fifty years and
had adopted measures of town supervision several years before the
State legislature created school districts and established a system
of supervision.
There aro conflicting traditions concerning the names and date
of service of the earlier teachers in this town. It is reasonable to
accept tho tradition that Stephen Webster, Sr., ins~cted the
children of the neighborhood at his home, and it is certain that
Jeremiah Dlodgett, who died in the army in 1776, James Harvell,
a substantial citi?..en, Nathan Ward, Jr., Mrs. Miriam Snow,
Nnhum Powers, and Noah Worcester were teachers in the schools
of Plymouth before the close of the Revolution.
In the Memoirs of Rev. Noah Worcester, D.D., by Henry Ware,
it is stated that Mr. Worcester resided for a time in •the family of
his uncle, Francis Worcester, at Plymouth, and that he taught
the village school nine consecutive winters~ The first term began
in the late autumn of 1776, and during the last two terms ho was
a resident of Thornton.
Compared with the record of other towns under similar oondi·
tions, the town of Plymouth at a very early date became dissatisfied
with a smnll annual appropriation and established a school on a
more permanent foundation. At a meeting assembled Sept. 26,
1774, the town "voted to keep a constant writing school in this
town for the future." Only a few days later, Oct. 8, 1774, another
meeting was assembled and " voted the town be divided in four
societies, viz: one on the north side of Baker's river, one at each
end of the town and ono in the middle on the south side of Baker's
river. And that ench society shall draw their proportion of the
money which shall be laid out for schooling."
At tho time these votes were adopted a writing school was· inferior
VOL.I.-18
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to a grammar school, and the word " societies " was the designation of a school district.
The first division of the town in school districts was experimental, and the proposition for a revision is found in the warrant
for a meeting convened March 14, 1775. "To see how the Town
will Divide and in how many divisions for the ad\'antage of keep·
ing of schools in this town." At this time the town was divided
into five districts, with names and constituents as follows:No. 1. The Lower End District: Elder Francia Worcester, Lieut.
Josiah Brown, Col. Da,•id Hobart, Benjamin Dearborn, Jr., Daniel
Wheeler, Jonas Keyes, Amos Phillips, WilJiam Tarlton, Amos
Thompson, Gerahom Fletcher, Joseph Reed, PbineM Lovejoy, Peter
Stearns, Capt. Jot.ham Cummings, Gerabom Hobart, John Fenton,
Esq.
No.2. The Middle District: Samuel Emeraon, Elder Stephen Webster, Col. David Webster, William Simpson, Capt. James Hobart, !loses
Dow, Deacon John Willoughby, Amos Fisk, Ebenezer Hartshorn, David
Dnrkee, Abel Wehstcr, Zachariah Parker, Silas Brown, Jonas Wani,
John Cowan, Nathaniel Webster, Capt. Samuel Dearborn, Dr. Abijah
Wright, Dr. Peter Emerson, Eleazer Parker.
No. 8. "O'pper End District: Samuel Ambt·ose, John Webber,
Ephraim Lnnd, George Patterson, Stephen Webster, Jr., I.ieut. Winthrop
Wells, Benjatuln Wells, Peter Dearborn, Benjamin Dearborn, Elisha
Uean, Ebenezer Blodgett, Oneaipherus Marsh, Samuel Marsh, James
Barnes, Jonathan Wells, Jeremiah Blodg~tt.
No. 4. The South Dil1trict: Panl Wells, Widow Miriam Snow,
James Blodgett, F..dward Taylor, Jacob }Iarsh, Edward Evans, Thomas
Lucas, David Nevins, Zebadiah Richardson, Jacob Draper, Amos
Webster, John Cater, Nahum Powers, Nehemiah Hardy, Ebenezer
Blodgett, Jr.
No. 5. The District North of Baker's River: Lieut. Benjamin Goold,
James Harvell, 'J'homas Mt..Cincr, Solomon Wheeler, Edmond Elliot of
Campton, Joseph Wheeler, William Greenough, James Ryan, Ja<.'Ob
Merrill, George Hull, Ephraim Keyes.

For the school year beginning July 17, 1775, and ending July
16, 1776, the selectmen assessed £43 and engaged Nathan Ward,
the oldest son of Rev. Nathan Ward, to teach a writing school 312
days. .The length of the school term in each district was: No. 1,
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79 days; No.2, 91 days; No.3, 57 days; No.4, 40 days; No.5,
45 days.

Under the vote of the town to maintain a school the entire year,
dividing the time among the five districts, the selectmen hired
Nathan Ward to teach the second year, beginning in July, 1776.
He taught four months, completing sixteen months of continuous
service, when he requested a dismissal. According to the democratic
usnge of tbe time, a town meeting was called to act upon the subject.
The town, Nov. 19, 1776, voted "to excuse Nathan Ward Jr.
Agreeable to his desire from service as school master the remainder
of the year, after paying him for the service he has done." The
Ward Genealogy assorts that Nathan Ward died at Chester, Nov.
3, 1776. Evidently this date of his death is incorrect. It is probable that he went to Chester as a school teacher, and it is certain
that he soon died there.
During the Revolution the record of the schools is brief and disconnected. In several instances the school money after it was
raised was applied to the extraordinary expenses of the war. In
1786 the town appropriated £45 for the schools, and in the years
immediately foUowing, the sum was increased. A special town
meeting, assembled Sept. 13, 1792, made a new record in school
affairs. The following articles appear in the warrant for the
meeting:For the town to take under consideration Rnd detennlne on some
method consistent with the Jaws of the Stnte, and the duty of the
selectmen required by such laws, how the money by law required for the
supporting of a Grammar School in said Plymouth shaJl be laid out in
keeping such school.
To sec if the town will vote any money and what sum, in addition to
the money already voted, for the support of schools the present year.
To sec If the town will vote to build a convenient school bouse or
school houses in said town and if necessary vote to raise money for tbat
purpose.
prop~r

The town meeting organized with John Porter, moderator, and
near him was Samuel Emerson, for many years the efficient town
clerk. The town passed eleven votes: -
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1. Voted to keep a Grammar School the year roumt in this town.
2. Voted that said echool be kept in four districts and on the wnin
road leading from }'rancis Worcester's to Ja(:ob Marsh's ou Rumney line
south side of Baker's river.
8. Voted to choose a Committee of four men, one iu each distl"ict, to
divide said town into districts.
4. Voted that John Rogers, Esq., Capt. Samuel Dearborn, Mr. Jonathan Robbins and Mr. Peter Dearborn be aaid committee.
6. Voted to dismiss the third article [relating to school money]. The
committee to divide the town into districts reported, whereupon the
town voted:
6. To acoopt of the report of the committee Cor dividing the town
into districts which is :
The first or lower district to be from Lieut. Jonathan Robbins to Mr.
Amos Phillips inclusively, including Aaron Stearne and all the families
easterly of him on Cummings bill.
The second district to begin at Lieut. Richard Dayley's and to extend
to ?rlr. Enoch Ward's inclusively and ft·om Moses Thurlow's to C:Lpt.
John Willoughby's inclusively and James Uyan o.nd JouD.S Keyes not·th
of Baker's river.
Tho third district to begin at Doctor Jonathan Robbins' and to extend
to the Bridge next beyond or westerly of William George, l<Aq. and from
Major Benjamin Gool(t's to Jacob Merrill, Junr. including Capt. Samuel
Deo.rborn, Thomas Harriman and Reuben Dearborn.
The fourth district from and including Capt. Stephen Wells to David
Alls' inclusively and f1·om Thomas McClure's to William Greenough's
inclusively and including Nathan Penniman and all on that road to and
including David Senter and all betwixt this and the t•iver road.
7. Voted that there be a school bouse built in each district by the
inhabitants of each l'e&pective district not less than twenty one by
twenty six feet on the ground and not less than nino feet Htuct.
8. Voted to choose a Committee of four men to procure agree with
and hire a suitable person to keep enid Grammar School.
9. Voted that Lieut. Jonathan Robbins, John Rogers, l~sq., John
Porter F..sq. and Capt. Stephen Wells be said Committee.
10. Voted tbat all those persons living in the south part of the town
and without tho bounds of nny of snitl districts to luwo the pti,·ileg\}, if
they see cause, of using their proportion ol' echool money in a district
ot tl1eir own, otho1·wise to be laid out in and they join some other
district.
ft. Voted that the said Gt·ammat· School be first opened in tho ftrst
or lower district.
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The permission given to the families in the south part of the
town was soon followed by the establishment of the Southern or
Fifth school district.
The names of some of the early teachers of the schools of Plymouth do not appear in the records and have faded from the tablets
of humnn memory. In 1784 Elijah Brainerd, a native of Haddam, Conn., nnd then a student in Dartmouth College, taught ono
or more terms of school in this town. Subsequently he was pastor
of the Congregational churches of Randolph, Vt., and Claremont.
The same year a part of the school money was paid to Col. Joseph
Senter as a teacher or an agent who paid for services. In 1786
Absalom Peters, Dartmouth College, 1780, and then a resident of
Wentworth, was employed a part of the year. Other teachers
previous to 1792 were Joshua Thornton, Joshua Smith, Jotham
Cummings, Jr., and Jonathan Strong, Dartmouth, 1786, a native
of Bolton, Conn., and later pastor of the Congregational Church
of Randolph, Mass.
Beginning with the establishment of the grammar school in 1792,
Benjamin Snow, having returned from Nova Scotia (see Revolutionary history), was a school teacher in this town fifteen years,
Another grammar-school teacher was John Morris Tillotson, Dartmonth, l70G, a native of Orford. While a student in college he
taught a part of tho time 1793, 1794, and 1795. Subsequently
he was a teacher in Haverhill and a lawyer in Northumberland. In
1795 Joshua Thornton was paid for a journey to Hanover "to
fetch a teacher." This was Peter Cochran, a native of New Boston,
who graduated from Dartmouth, 1798, and who died at sea 1806.
Eleazar Wheelock, Dartmouth, 1776, son of President Eleazar
Wlteclock, was a teacher in this toWn 1794, 1798, and 1799.
Other Dartmouth graduates who taught in Plymouth previous to
1810 were ns follows tthe date preceding the name is the year
in "which they were in this town, and the date following the
nnmo is the yenr of their class) : 179.f. John F. Jennt11on 1797.
1798, 1800 Samuel Eastman 1802.
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1798, 1799, 1800 Samuel A. Pearson 1808.
1801 George l<'arrnr 1800.
1801, 1808 Joseph Gillett 1802.
1802 Elisha Rockwood 1802.
1802 Silas H. Sabin 1803.
1808 James Brackett 1805.
1804 Constant Storrs 1807.
1804: Alphcua Roberta 1807.
1805 William Bt'lldbury 1809.
1805, 1806 Samuel }<'letcher 1810.

Other teachers in this town from 1792 to 1810 were Nathan
Penniman, Benjamin Ward, William Cwnmings, William Rogers,
Rev. Robert Fowle, William Gale,-- Chase, Jeremiah Noyes,
King George, Moses Hull, Paul Dodge Phillips, Henry Coleman,
Rev. Drury Fairbank, Benjamin Bayley, Moses Hadley, Benjamin
Morse, Samuel Rogers, William Tarlton, Jr., Nathan Harris,
Edward Senter, Israel E. Cheney, John Dame, Dolly Brown;
Jemima Brainerd, Lucy Blodgett, Sarah 'l'arbell, Betsey Clark,
Sarah Robbins, Sally Pulsifer, Mrs. Dorcas (Wilson) Webster,
Dorothy Smith, Jane Johnston, Abigail Johnston, Eliza Smith,
Mrs. Mary (Rood) Melvin, Hannah French, J,ydiu Peters,
Jane Porter, Susannah Rood, Jlctsoy TurlLon, Sully Webber,
Mrs. Susannah (Reed) Darling, Polly Cochran, Sally Worcester,
Sally Phelps, Eunice Rogers.
In this manner the public schools of Plymouth were founded.
There were very few laws upon the subject. The creation of a
system and the voluntary support given to the structure were the
'Jllatured opinions of the fathers expressed in town meeting. At
the close of the century the boundaries of the school districts were
more clearly defined, and the families living in each district in the
year 1799 are here presented: The Lower End Distlict: Capt. Jotbam Cummings, Jotham Cummings, Jr., Jarahmael Cummings, Jonathan Cummings, Joseph F. Cummings, Nathaniel Emerson, William Going, Nathan Stearns, Samuel
Stearns, Aaron Steams, Joel Taylor, Lieut. Jonathan Robbins, Asa Robbins, Duvid Brainerd, Frnncia Worcester, Jr., Capt. Josiah Brown,
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Edward Webber, Deacon Joshua Fletcher, Ensign Joseph Reed, Crisp
B. Noyes, James Gorman, Edward Senter, Reuben Phillips, William
<.'urrier, Daniel Currier, Luke Wilson, Joshua Fletcher, Jr.
The Middle District: Davicl llnscltinc, Lieut. Richard Dayley, Richard Hayley, Jr., Joseph CotTren, Jacob ~'ellows, John Farnum, Moses
l•'rench, James Hazeltine, John Porter, F...sq., Dr. Jonathan Robbins, Gain
Robertson, 1\Ioses Thurlow, Dr. John Rogers, Jabez IL Weld, Phineas
Walker, Esq., Nathan Harris, Col. David Webster, Col. William \\'ebatcr, George W. Webster, Deacon John Willoughby, Abner Willoughby,
}~noch Warcl, Daniel C. Webster, Samuel Greenleaf, James Miller, Moses
Mulliken, Puter McQuesten, Joseph Dayley, Isaac Ward, Benjamin
Ward, Elcphns Reed, Zachaa·iah Parker, Jonathan Parker, Daniel Ladd,
Liberty Cary, James McQueeten, Daniel Ward.
The Upper End District: Da,·id Ails, Jacob Marsh, Samuel Marsh,
Onesipherus Marsh, Joseph Clifford, Capt. Joshua Thornton, Lieut.
Elisha Bean, Peter Dearborn, Nason West, Winthrop Wells, Jacob
Smith, J~lmund Wehber, Peter Webster, Jeremiah Dean, John Webber,
William Webber, J<~zekiel Gile, Phillip Wells, Samuel Wells, William
George, F...sq., King George, Moses George, John Kemp, Enoch Melvin,
Amos Webster, Jesse Taylor, Stephen Webster, Jr., Jeremiah Smith,
Pearson Berry.
The South District: Capt. Samuel Dearborn, Thomas Harriman,
Nathan Penniman, Stephen Bartlett, Sargent Bartlett, Amos Blood,
Jacob Draper, Solomon Bayley, Nehemiah Snow, Samuel Morae, John
Rollins, John Harriman, Israel Hoyt, Abel Chambel'lain, Samuel Abbot,
Cnrrier Damard, William George, Jr., Robert George, John Keyes,
Thomas Fuller, Edward Dearborn, Reuben Dearboa·n, James McClure,
Abiel Blodgett, James Blodgett, Simeon Blodgett, Andrew Hickok, John
Rideout, Noah Phillips, Peter D. Blanchard, Abraham Cole.
The North of Baker's River District: Major Benjamin Goold, John
Goold, Widow Abigal McClure, Samuel Emerson, Ebenezer Emerson,
Jonathan Emerson, ~~phraim Keyes, James Hat'Vell, Esq., James Harvell,
Jr., John Hull, Moses Hull, Jonas Keyes, James Ryan, Isaac Ryan,
Jacob 1\lcrrill, }~sq., Jacob Merrill, Jr., Moses Merlill, Giles Merrill;
Moses Emerson.

In 1808 a new district was created with name and families as
follows:The 1\lecting Honse District: Zachnrlah Pna·ker, Jonathan Parker,
Abrnham Durling, Jsnac St.nfford, Zachnriah Clcasby, Isaac Wnrd, Peter
.McQn1.!8ten, Ucubeu Dearborn, Edward Deaa·born, Widow Lydia Ward,
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Samuel Dearborn, Jr., Edward Roblo, Edward Robie, Jr., Thomas
Robie, John Porter, Eaq., Dr. Jonathan Robbins, Enoch WAnl, Drudbury
Furguaon, CApt. Samuel ~born, Moeea Mulliken.

A few families in the southwest part of the town, and remote
from any of the established schools, for several years received per-mission of the town to retain their school tax and expend it for the
instruction of their children. Subsequently these families were
included in a new district called the Seventh, and sometimes the
New, district. The heads of the families were Edward Senter,
Peter Wells, Robert Glover, Benjamin Glover, and Oliver Blake.
In 1809", in accordance with a vote of tbe town, the scloctmon
divided the Fourth or South district and established tbo Eighth
district. This district included all the families of the Fourth dis·
trict who lived west of a line extending westerly by land of James
Blodgett and Benjamin Dearborn and the thirteenth lot in the third
range of the first division of lots, to the line of Hebron.
In answer to a petition of James Little, the town in 1810 in·
structed the selectmen to create the Ninth school district in the
northeast comer of the town. It contained the Governor's Farm,
and nearly all th~ land of this district was owned by the petitioner,
who lived in Campton. The district was bounded on the north by
Campton, on the east by the Pemigewasset, on the south by Baker's
River, and on tho west by land of Col. David Webster and Jacob
Merrill. The Tenth district, including the territory around Pike
Hill, was established at first by general consent. Subsequently the
town ratified the proceedings and officially recognized the district.
The town voted, May 25, 1819, ~ divide the First district and to
establish District N.o. 11. The selectmen promptly reported that
they had divided the district by a line extending north from
the line of Bridgewater, and that the citizens of the new district
living west of the line of division were Jonathan Cummings,
Leonard Cummings, Noah Cummings, Phineas L. Emerson,
Joseph Fletcher, Michael Mitchell, Joseph Morse, Benjamin
Nutting, Widow Sibel Nutting, Daniel Prescott, Matthew Ram·
say, Aaron Steams, Aaron Stearns, Jr., and Jonas Willoughby.
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In response to numerous petitions for the amendment of the
boundaries of the several school districts, the town in 1830 referred
the subject to a committee of one from each of the eleven districts.
The members of the committee, named in the order of the districts,
were: Asa Robbins, Humphrey Webster, Moses George, John
Webster, William Goold, Isaac Ward, David Fowler, John Ride-out, Dnvid Webster, Jonathan Cummings, and Perley Pike. The
report of the committece, which was adopted, follows:The committee nppointed by the town of Plymouth at a legal meeting
In April ·1830 to dh·ide nnd describe the town into school districts have
att.cnd<'d to the duties of their appointment nnd report ns followsDistrict No.1 described and bounded as follows:JJrginuing nt n pi.ne tree standing on the bank of Pemfgewassett River
at the South-F..ast corner of Plymouth-Thence following up said River
to the noa·tberly line of the homestead farm of Daniel Currier- thence
westerly on the line between the said Currier's and Col. Benjamin Ed·
mnnds' land to the road lending over the Thurlow hill, 80 called, to land
owned by William Webster, Thence Southerly on said road and on tbe
line of snid Webster's land and lands of the aforesaid Daniel Currier and
Henry M. Currier to the Sooth F..ast Corner or said Webster's land to
land owned by Noah Cummings- Thence Easterly on the line between
the lAnd of said Nonh Cummings And the sAid Ilenry M. Currier to the
aforesaid road -Thence Southerly by said rond to land owned or occupied by Nathan LO\·ejoy- Thence Easter.ly by said Lovejoy's land to
tho rond lending from Cumings Hill, 80 <'ailed, to the river roadThence Easterly on said road 80 far as that a line drawn thence South
shall strike the north-east corner of tho fArm owned by Leonard Com·
ings- 'l'benco South on the line between the said Leonnrd'a land and
land owned by Joseph Reed, Capt. Marston and Hezekfah Blake to land
owned by Benjamin Caas- Thence Westerly and Southerly by said
Cass' IRnd to Bridgewater line - Tbence on said Bridgewater line to the
bound bl'gnn at.
District No. 2 : Beginning at a stnke antl stones by Pemigowauett
River nt Uae northeMt corner of District No. 1 -Thence up ·said River
to the month or Dnker's River, Thence up Baker's River to the lower
Bridge -Thence across said Bridge and extending northerly and westerly on the Uno between lnnd owned by David Webster on tbe .one aide
and llornee Bugbee and Humphrey Webster on tbo other aide to land
owned by Samuel Stevens land- Thence Southerly by said Stevena land
to Bnker's River Thence down said River to the bridge- Thence
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&er088 said bridge to the south bank or the river -Thence up said rh·cr
to the bound or Wm. Webster Endervale-Thence following the northerly line of said W ebstet"s land to the corner or the French furwThence westet·ly on the north line or the said French farm to the land
owned by the widow Mary Ward- Then<.-e south, to the South F..as~
corner or the said Mary Ward's land to laud owned by William Webster
-thence westerly by 84id Webste1"s land to the land owned by Ah·a
:McQuesten- Thence Southerly and westel'ly by land owned by Humphrey Webster David Hazleton and Moor Russell, James Miller, D. ll.
Ruaaell And Stevens Merrill to the norLb-eaat corner to a lot ot uplnnd
owned by the heirs or John Rogers Esq. deceased, Thence westerly and
southerly and easterly, by said lot, to u ta·act of lnn<l owuc..'<l by Humphrey
Webster- '!'hence southerly and easterly by said Webster's land to the
south-west corner or W m. Webster's upland- thence easterly by enid
Wm. Webster's land to land owned by Henry :M.Currier-thence northel'ly by said W m. Webster's laud to the noa·tb-west corner of the fann
owned by Daniel Curder-thence easterly by said Cua·riel"sland to the
bound drat named.
District No. 8: Begins at the north-east corner of district No. 6 at a
stake and stones by Baker's River, being a bound between the farms or
King George and Henry Sanborn- Thence Southerly on the line of said
George to hia south east corner- Thence westerly on the South line of
the said George and on the line or Moaes George land westerly and
souUaerly to'the road leading fa·om l)lymouth by Snmucl Dearborn's to
Hebron -Thence westerly on 81\id road to a small tract or laud owne<l
by Jonathan Robbins, which he had of Sw·gent Bartlett, and following
the north line of said tract to land owned by Noah Cumings- Thence
Southerly by said Noah's land and westea·lr by the snme to the land or
Ebenezer Blodgett-'fhence northerly on said Blodgett's land to Baker's
River Range line- Thence westerly on said line to the line of lot No. 1
in the broken range- thence southerly on said last mentioned line to
tile south east corner of lot No. S- Thence westerly by 81\id to Hebron
line- Thence northerly by Hebron line and Rumney line to Baker's
River- Thence acroBB the river- Thence on said Rumney line to the
eouth west corner of Campton -Thence easterly on Campton line to
the northwest corner of tile farm formerly owned by Samuel Eruel'80n
Esq. deceased. Thence on the westerly line of said farm to Baker's
River-Thence to a stake und stones on the south bankofsaid Riverthence down said river to the bounds flrat mentioned.
District No. 4: Beginning at a stake and stones on tbe south side of
the road leading by Samuel Dearborn's to Hebron, on the line between
the land of Jonathan Dearborn and the farm formerly owned by Thomas
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Harriman- Thcn<:e Southerly by the said Harriman farm to the land
owned by William Draper- '!'hence Southerly on the line between the
said Draper, ET.ckiel Keyes and William Gill on the one side and Benjamin Deauborn Thomas Jenness, Jesse Jenness, Lewis Dearborn,
l<:Alwanl Dcat·born aml Aaron Steat·us Jr., on tho other side, to the
southerly line of the fourth •·auge- Thence easterly on said range line
to the north-cast col'llcr of a tract of laucl fo•·merly owned by Samuel
J~mcrson, ]<;sq.- Thence Southe1·ly on the easterly line of the sixth
rnnge to tho south end of lot No. 1, 2 & 8 in said sixth rauge to tbe
south cast corner or lot No.4 in the firth range-Thence northerly by
lots No.4, 3 & 2 to the southeast corner of lot No. 1 - Thence westerly
on the line between lots No. 1 & 2 to land owned by Willard RideoutThenee northerly by snid Rideout's land to the southerly line of the 4th
rnnge- Thence westerly on said rnnge line to the south westerly corner
of a tract of land owned by the heirs of Abel Chnmberlain- Thence
no•·therly by said last mentioned tract to the southerly line or the 8rd range
Thence weste•·ly by said t'ange line to the south west comer or Samuel
:Morse's lnnd- Thence northerly and easterly by said Morse's land to
tho land owned by Jonathan G. Cumings. Thence on the westerly line
of the said Cumings lrLnd to the land of Ebenezer Rlodgett- Thence
easterly by said Blodgett's land and by land of Noah Cumings and
northerly by the said Nonh'a land and easterly by the anme to the
road above named. Thence easterly by said road to the bound ftrst
mentioned.
District No. 5: Begins at the northwesterly corner of the farm formerly owned by Samuel Emerson, F.Alq., deceased, on Campton line
Thence southerly by the westerly Uno of said farm to Baker's River
-Thence following down on the northerly bank of said river to the
South-easterly comer of Samuel Stevens' land- Thence northerly on
the easterly line of said Stevens' land to the l'Oad leading to RumneyThence westerly by said road and by land owned by Capt. David Webster and by land lately owned by John Dearborn to the road leading
from Plymouth to Deeeh bill in Campton- Thence northerly by said
last mentioned road to the northwesterly corner of Moses Hull's landThence easterly by said Hull's land to lands owned by Capt. David
Webster- Thence northerly by said Webster's land to Campton line___.
Thence westel"ly on Campton line to the bound first named.
District No. 6: Begins at the northweatel"ly corner of Henry Sanborn's
fp.rm at a stuke and stone standing by Baker's River Thence running
sontherly on the westerly line or said Sanborn's land to the farm of
Capt. Samuel Dearborn. Thence westerly on the northerly Uno of said
Dearborn's farm to the northeast corner of the farm formerly owned by

284:

IDBTO:RT OJ' PLTKO'OTH.

Tbomu Harriman, deceased -Thence southerly following the eaatcrly
line of the said Harrimnn farm to Willlnm Drnpcr's land nod on tho
weaterly line of the lands owned by Thomu Jennesa, Jesse Jenneu,
Lewis Dearborn nnd Edward Dearborn to the road leading by John
Webater's to the Mayhew Tomplke-Tbenoe easterly by Mid road to
tho comer of land owned by Anron Steams Jun.- Thence easterly on
the line between the said Stearns' land nnll that of Edward Dearborn to
the land of Aaron Stearns Sen.- Thence northerly by the said Stearns
Sen.'s land and by a tract of land owned by the heirs or John Rogers
Eeq., deceaaed- Thence easterly by said last mentioned tract to a trnct
of land owned by D. M. Ruuell and Stevens Merrill-Thence on the
westerly Une of the said Ruuell's and Merrill's land and or laud owned
by James Miller, Moor Ruuell, David HAZleton, Humphrey Webster
and William Webster to land owned by Alva McQueatcn. Thence easterly by said Alva McQuestcn's land and northerly by the same to the
aoutherly line of Baker's River Range- Thence easterly on the line of
Baker's river range to the southwesterly corner of Nathan llarris' lnnd
- 'l'bence northerly by said IJnrris' land to the main road- 'l'hcnco
easterly by said road to the line of lot No. 2 in Baker's river rnnge.
Thence northerly on said line to the Endervale lot No. 11. Thence
easterly and no~crly by said lot No. 11 to Baker's River. Thence
westerly by said River to the bound first mentioned. ·
District No. 7 : Begins nt the moat southerly corner of Plymouth
Thence northerly on the line between Plymou\h and Hebron to the comer
of lot No. 5 in the fourth range -Thence easterly on the southerly line
of said lot and on the northerly line of lots No.7 in the 5th range and
No. 6 in the 6th range to the easte.-ly line of the said 6th range- Thence
northerly to the corner of lot No. 4: in the 7th range- Thence easterly
on the southerly line of lots No. 4: In the 7th range and 8 in the 8th range
to the easterly line of the 8th range. Tbenoo South on said last mentioned line to Bridgewater line. Thence on Bridgewater line to the
bound first mentioned.
District No. 8: Beginning at Hebron line at the Southwesterly comer
of lot No. 8 in the broken range- thence easterly by said lot to the
south east comer of said lot on tho easterly side or said range -Thence
northerly on said range line to the southwest corner or lot No. 1 in said
range- Thence easterly on the line of Baker's River range to the northeast comer of Ebenezer Blodgett's lAnd -Thence southerly by said
Blodgett's land to the southeast corner or the same- Thence westerly
by the same to the northwest corner of tho fArm owned by Jonathan G.
Cumings - Thence southerly on the westerly Jine of the said Cu1nlnga'
land to lancl owned by Stephen Morae- 'fhence easterly and southerly
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by same to land owned by Samuel Morse Thence on the northerly and
westerly line of the enid Samuel :Morse's land to land owned by Samuel
W ella. Thence easterly by enid Wells' land to a tract of land owned by
the heirs of Abel Chnimberlin -Thence southerly on the line between
the land of the said Chaimberlln'a heirs and the said Wells to the southerly line of the 4t.h range- Thence westerly on said range line to the
corner of a tract of land owned by Henry Wella. Thence southerly by
snid Henry's lnnd and by land owned by the widow Blodgett to the
northerly line of lot No. 8 in tho third range Thence following the
north line of enid lot No. 8 to Hebron line- Thence on Hebron line to
the corner of Plymouth- thence nort.herly on Plymouth line to the bound
first mentioned.
District No. 9 : Beginning at the north end of tho Bridge near the
mouth of Baker's River by Capt. Dn,·id Webster's land Thence northerly on the westerly line or said Wchster's land to the road leading from
said Webster's on the north side of Baker's River to Rumney- thence
• beach Hill ln Camptonwesterly by said road to the road leading over
Thence nm·thcrly by snid last mentioned road to Campton line- Thence
enstet·ly on Campton line to Pemigewnssett River- Thence down snid
Uh·cr to the mouth of Raker's River. Thence up the last mentioned
river to the bound first mentioned.
District No. 10: Beginning at Bridgewater line at the Southeasterly
cori1er of Benjamin Cass' land - thence following the westerly and
northerly lines of said Caas' land to the Southeast corner or Leonard •
Cumings' land thence following the easterly line of the said Leonard's
lnnd to the northenst comer thereof- thence north to the rontt lending
from the mnin rond to Cumings Hill thence wcstel'ly on snld road to a
tmct of land O\Vne<l or occnpied by N athnn Lovejoy -Thence on the
ensterly line or said tract to the road leading over the 1'hurlow HillThence northerly by said l~st mentioned road to the northwest corner of
n trnct of lnn«l owned by Noah Cumings- Thence following the north
Jine of sai<l Noah's land and the nortbet·ly line of a lot of land owned by
Israel Marston to land or Aaron Stearns. Thence on the northerly line
of enid Stenrns' land to E<lwnrd Dearbom's land- Thence on ihe westerly line of said Stearns land and on the northerly line of the land of
Aaron Stcnrns Jun. t.o the road leading by John Webster's to the
1\lnyhew Turnpike. Thence westerly by said road to the westerly line
of the said Aat·on Jun. land- Thence on the westerly and southerly
Jines of the said Aaron's land to the easterly line of the 6th range'l'henco southerly on the easterly line of the 6th range t.o lot No. 6 in
said rnnge- Thcn(.,'C on the north, west and south lines of said lot No. 5
to the last mentioned range line -Thence nortbedy to the lot No. 4: in
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tbe 7th range- Thence on the southerly line of Iota No. 4 in the 7th
range and 8 in the 8th range to the easterly line of the said 8th range Thence south on said last mentioned line to Bridgewater line - 'J'bence
easterly on Bridgewater line to the bound began at.
District No. 11 : Beginning at Hebron line at the northwesterly comer
of lot No. 3 in the third range and second division -Thence eastet·ly by
the northerly line or said lot to the southeasterly comer or a tract or lnnd
owned by the widow Blodgett Thence northerly by the last mentione.t
tract and on the easterly line or land owned by Henry Wella to ihc
eoutherly line of the 4th range- Thence easterly on said line to tho
northeast corner of Willard Rideout's land Thence southerly by said
Rideout's land and by the line of lot No. 2 in the 4th range to the eonthwesterly corner of lot No. 4 in the 5th range- Tben<.oe easterly by the
aootherly line of lot No. 4 and the snme course to the northeasterly
comer of lot No.6 in the 5th range-Thence eoutherly by the easterly
line of Iota No.6 nnd 6 in the 6th range-Thence westerly by the southerly line of lot No. 6 in the southeasterly corner of lot No.5 in the 4th
range-Thence by said lot No.5 to Hebron line-Thence on Hebron
line to the bound ftrat mentioned.

In 1835 the twelfth district, later known as the fifth district, was
established.
The next district to be added to an increasing number of school
organizations was the Union District No. 1, in the northwest corner
of Plymouth and tho southwest corner of Campton. The district
was established in 1846 and was incorporated in 1853, including
the families and estates of Henry C. Phillips, David H. Avery,
Oliver Avery, Anson Merrill, Seth Doton, Kimball 0. Corliss,
Jacob Morrison, Ezra W. Avery, Daniel Spooner, Abiel C. Flanders, John Harriman, Hiram Harriman, and William Harriman.
The following year, Abel Nutting, Benjamin Nutting, and Micltael
Mitchell of the Tenth district and Robert Mitchell of the First were
granted leave to join with John Fuller, Jeremiah Cass, Albert
F. Mitchell, and Charles J. Mitchell of Bridgewater and establish
Union District No. 2. At this time there were fourteen districts.
In 1854 the town voted to redistrict all the territory north of
Baker's River. The old District No. 5 was dissolved and the territory was annexed to Union District No. 1 and to District No. 9.
At the same time District No. 12 became No. 5.
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In 1860 a tract of land in the southwest corner of Campton was
annexed to Plymouth. By this proceeding nearly all of Union
District No. 1 became a part of Plymouth and the union district
was dissolved. At the same time the western part of the territory
north of Baker's River, including the territory of the union district,
was organized and assumed the name of District No. 12.
A few years later District No. 11 was joined to No. 4, and District No. 10, with a few families in Bridgewater, became a union
district. About the same time District No. 7, adjacent to Hebron,
joining with about an equal section of that town, became a part of
another union district.
For several years, and until 1885, school money was paid to the
union districts, but they were left under the supervision of Bridgewater and Hebron. Upon the adoption of the town system meas·
ures were introduced at the June session, 1885, for the dissolution
of the two union districts. One of the bills became a law, but the
pnssnge of the school net of that year dissolved all the districts
without the necessity of special legislation.
In any record of the school districts of Plymouth the second or
independent schoolhouse in the third district demands a paragrap~
This district, adjacent to Baker's River, was large in area and populous, including many productive farms and prominent families.
In 1847 twelve citizens of the district petitioned for a division on
the line between the land of William Willoughby and the Cross
:farm, and the establishment of a new district. The petitioners
were Austin George, Amos Webster, David George, Moses George,
William Gill, King George, John H. Gill, Noah C. Cummings,
Hiram Clark, Thomas Clark, Washington George, and William
Willoughby.
The town refused to grant their request, but several of the petitioners, including Thomas Clark, Washington George, David
George, Tiiram Clnrk, William Webster, Noah C. Cummings, and
Austin George, by mutual agreement, built a schoolhouse on land
presented by Thomas Clark. For several years private schools
were maintained in "the little new school house" at times when
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the public school was not in session. Some of the teachers of tbo
private school were Henry C. Phillips, Irene M. Clark, Susan A.
Tyrrill, Ellen M. Burley, Mary Ann Dearborn, Sarah Clark, and
Arabella M. Little.
The history of the schools of a town in New Hampshire is
divided into three epochs. During the first, or the · voluntary
period, which ended in 1827, the schools were established and
maintained and schoolhouses were erected by the town. There
were very few and imperfect statutes. The proceedings of the
several towns were so constant and uniform that a system was
established without tho regulation and compulsory influence of
law. It was pre-eminently a town system. By the statute of
1827 and amendments, school districts became corporations with
authority to choose prudential committees, to own school lots, to
build schoolhouses, and to have a general control of the school.
The towns were instructed to raise money for school purposes and
to choose a committee of supervision. The second epoch extended
from 1827 to the abolishment of school districts.
In the progress of years the number of pupils in tbe village
schools was largely increased, while the number of families and,
in a greater ratio, the number .of pupils in the outside districts
was constantly decreasing. The inequality of the schools demanded a more elastic system. The people were attached to the
district organization. They had experienced the benefit of district
rivalry and of local control. Tho passage from tho second to tho
third epoch was made after prolonged discussion nnd tho sur·
render of certain approved methods. The abolishment of the
district system, if a radical, was not a sudden movement. In
1853 Rev. William R. Jewett, in the annual school report, declared, "We need fewer districts and larger schools." Herman
L. Sargent, in the report of 1872, follows with the recommenda·
tion, " I believe we ought to follow the example of some of tl1e
younger and growing States. Let the township form a singlo
district. Abolish the office of prudential committee and super·
intending committee and elect a board of three directors and
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give them :full power respecting school interests." Charles A.
Jewell, in the report submitted in March, 1878, conscious of the
merits of the district and the town system, presented the question
:fairly in these words: " A complete revolution in the condition
of our school districts has taken place within the last quarter of
a century. ·Many of the :farms upon our hillsides have been
abandoned and the old homesteads deserted, so that the farming
communities have become more or less depopulated, and in some
of the districts where once the old schoolhouses were well :filled
"·ith eager boys and girls, hardly a dozen children are now found
to take their places. The welfare of our schools imperatively
demands a change and readjustment of district lines. The adoption of the town system is naturally suggested as a remedy for
present evils. While I firmly believe in the tOwn system, and am
fully convinced that better results would follow should we adopt
it and place the entire management and control of our schools in
a town board of education, I am aware that our people are not
yet agreed as to this much needed reform, and I do not, therefore,
consider its adoption feasible at the present time. But I trust
that the time is not far distant when we shall all recognize it as
the only rational and economical school system." The debate
wns soon terminated. The town system was adopted in March,
1885. The third epoch has been eventful and progressive.
For many years the inequality of the districts in many towns
bad invite<l the discussion of corrective measures. An early and,
ns it proved, the prevailing plan of mooting the difficulty was the
· abolishment of all the districts and the substitution of a town
district containing several schools. The advocates of the change
Jllanifosted more eagerness in securing early results than wisdom
in the form of the statute. The law of 1870 which permitted,
and the law of 1885 which created, a town system were crude,
and failed in a clear definition of the duties and rights of the
town and the town district. For this reason the board of education and the selectmen for a few years labored under many
embarrassments, and meanwhile the opponents of the new system
VOL.I.-19
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were re-enforced by a few who liberally construed an clastic
statute.
The town system was adopted by Plymouth under tho pcnnissive act, and a few months before the passage of the mandatory
act of 1885. The first board of education was appointed by the
selectmen, and the members were Charles A. Jewell, Alvin Burleigh, Robert Bums, James A. Penniman, Daniel H. Currier, anti
Henry P. Pock.
An account of the schools of Plymouth during the third epoch
and under the town district system is the continued record of
progress and a material improvement of the results secured. At
the outset the new system was severely tested. The statute WllS
imperfect and many fears and misunderstandings were expressed.
In th~ reorganization of the schools, and in an adjustment of the
property interests of the fonner districts, the board of education
and the selectmen found unusual opportunities for the exercise of
wisdom and patience. The board of education established seven
schools, which are known as the Village, Lower Intervale, Ward
Hill, Baker's River, Sargent, Turnpike, and Livennore schools,
and provision has been made annually for the transportation of
scholars living remote from any of tho seven pennanent schools.
At the establishment of the New Hampshire Nonnal School,
that institution assumed the responsibility of tbe instntction of
the scholars of the village district formerly known as District
No. 2.. The relation~ between the district and the normal school
have been of mutual advantage. The school has been a graded
school, and a high school was early established. The sum annu·
ally paid by the district to the nonnal school was gradually increased from eight hundred dollars, in 1873, to thirty-three .
hundred dollars, in 1903, when a new contract was made. Since
1903, the high school having been established without connection
with the normal school, the annual payment is one thousand dollars.
The Plymouth High School was established in 1883, nn<l for
twenty years it was a department of the nonnal school, under
the joint supervision of the principal of the nonnal school and
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the board of education. The school was accommodated in the
normal building until 1891, and subsequently in Kidder Block
until the completion of the high-school building. The school
was severed from tho normal school and passed into the sole
supervision of the town authorities in 1903.
After an intcUigcnt discussion of the subject and a comparison
of the several plans suggested for the future accommodation of
the high school, a convenient lot of land was purchased and a
substantial and commodious building was erected in 1904. The
building committee were George H. Adams, Charles J. Ayer,
Charles J. Gould, Davis B. Keniston, and William lL Peppard.
The contractor was Augustine N. Gilbert of Berlin.
The cost of the new high-school building, including land,
grading, and furnishing, ·will not fall short of fifty thousand
dollars. The building in all its appointments is a pleasing e.-,:pression of the enterprise and public spirit of the people of
Plymouth.
Newton Dexter Clark, the present principal, has completed
four years of successful administration.
SuPERVISION
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From 1809 to 1884 inclusive the town elected or the selectmen
appointed annually a committee of supervision. The committee
was styled inspectors of schools until 1827, when the name of
superintending school committee was conferred by the statute of
ihat year. In 1872 the name of the school officials was changed
to school committee. Since 1885 the committee of three members
with enlarged power has been styled the board of education and
hns been elected, each for the term of three years, by the town district. The record of an election is not found for every year. So
far as known, the school committees of Plymouth have been as
follows:1809 Drnry FnirhRnk, John Rogers, Jotbam Cummings, Jr.
1810 Drury Fnirbank, John Rogers, William Webster.
1811 Drnry Fairbank, Jonathan Robbins, William Webster.
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1817
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Drury Fairbank.
1814: Drury Fah·bank.
Drury Fairbank.
1815 Drury Fairbank.
Drury l<,airbank, Samuel C. Webster, Phineas Walker.
Drury Fairbank, Moses Hadley, Samuel Rogers.
Benjamin Bayley, Rufus Danforth, Jonathan Dearborn, Jonathan Robbins, Samuel Rogers.
1819 Samuel C. Webster, Phineas Walker, Jonathan Ward.
1820 Jonathan Ward, Jonathan Dearborn, Nathaniel P. Rogers.
1821 Jonathan Ward, Samuel C. Webster.
1822 Jonathan Ward, Aaa Robbins, Stephen Goodhue, Jr., Christopher Morrison, Benjamin Bayley, Joseph Kimball, Samuel C.
Webster, Edward Senter, Eaton George, John Ward, Jonathan
Cummings.
1823 Jonathan Ward, Aaa Robbins, James Miller, Samuel C. Webster,
Jonathan Hull, James Morrison, Ebenezer Blodgett, Benjamin
Bayley, Jonathan Cummings, Edward Senter, John Ward.
1824 Jonathan Ward, Asa Robbins, James Miller, Moses Ward,
Moses George, William Goold, John Ward, Gideon Powea'8,
John Adams, Jr., Jonas Willoughby, Edward Senter, Jr.,
Willard Rideout.
1825 Jonathan Ward, Nathaniel Draper, Benjamin Bayley.
1826 Jonathan Ward.
1827 Jonathan Ward.
1828-1881 The selectmen appointed the committee. No record.
1882 George Punchard, Samuel C. Webster, Jonathan Blias.
1888 George Punchard, Samuel C. Webster, William C. Thompson.
1884-1845 No record.
1846 William R. Jewett, Anson Merrill, William Leverett.
1847 William R. Jewett, Samuel Long, Joseph C. Flfteld.
1848 William R. Jewett, William C. 'l'hompson, Samuel Long.
1849 William R. Jewett, Samuel Long, James G. Smith.
1850 William R. Jewett, Samuel Long, James G. Smith.
1851 William R. Jewett, Samuel Long, James G. SmiLh.
1852 William R. Jewett, Samuel Long, James G. Smith.
1858 William R. Jewett, Samuel Long, James G. Smith.
1854 William R. Jewett.
1862 Andrew J. Huntoon.
1855 William R. Jewett.
1868 Charles M. Fellows.
1856 Joseph Clark, Jr.
1864 Eli Mellen Wight.
1857 Joseph Clnrk, Jr.
1865 Henry A. Hazen.
1858 William R. Jewett.
1866 Hiram L. Kelsey.
1859 William R. Jewett.
1867 Joseph Burrows.
1860 James G. Smith.
1868 Jospeh W. Preston.
1861 Anda·cw J. Huntoon.
1869 Joseph W. Preston.
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1870
1871
1872
1878
1874:
1875
1876
1877
1885
1886
1887
1888
1889
1890
1891
1892
1898
1894
1895
1896
1897
1898
1899
1900
1901
1902
1908
1904
1905
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1878 Charles A. Jewell.
Herman L. Sargent.
1879 Charles A. Jewell.
Hennan L. Sargent.
1880 George H. Scott.
Joseph W. Preston.
1881 George H. Scott.
Joseph W. Preston.
1882 Arthnr S. Hazelton.
Silas W. Dnvis.
1888 Quillen H. Shinn.
Silas W. Davis.
1884 Henry P. Peck.
SilM W. Davia.
Charles A. Jewell.
Charles A. Jewell, Alvin Burleigh, Robert Bums, James A.
Penniman, Daniel H. Currier, Henry P. Peck.
Alvin Burleigh, Charles A. Jewell, Henry P. Peck, Daniel H.
Currier, James A. Penniman, Robert Bums.
Ah•in Burleigh, ThomM T)Tle, Daniel H. Currier, Ilenry P.
l'cck, James A. I>ennlman, Robert Burns.
Alvin Burleigh, Robert Burns, Thomas Tyrle.
Alvin Burleigh, Robert Bums, James A. Penniman.
Alvin Burleigh, James A. Penniman, John Keniston.
Alvin Burleigh, James A. Penniman, John Keniston.
Ah-in Burleigh, James A. Penniman, John Kenil'ton.
Alvin Burleigh, James A. Penniman, John Keniston.
John Keniston, James A. Penniman, Henry C. Currier.
John Keniston, Henry C. Currier, Alvin F. Wentworth.
John Keniston, Henry C. Currier, Alvin F. Wentworth.
John Keniston, Alvin F. W entwortb, Haven Palmer.
John Keniston, Alvin F. Wentworth, Haven Palmer.
,John Keniston, Alvin F. Wentworth, Haven Palmer.
John Keniston, Alvin F. Wentworth, Haven Palmer.
John Keniston, Alvin F. Wentworth, Haven Palmer.
John Keniston, Alvin F. Wentworth, Haven Palmer.
John Keniston, Alvin F. Wentworth, Haven Palmer.
John Keniston, Ha\·en Palmer, Alvin Burleigh.
John Keniston, Haven Palmer, Alvin Burleigh.
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XX.

THE HOLMES PLYMOUTH ACADEMY.

"THEREFORE be it enacted by the Senate and House of
.
Representatives in General Court convened, that there be
and hereby is established at Plymouth in the county of Grafton in
this state, an Academy by the name of Holmes Plymouth Academy,
and that the design is and shall be, to promote religion, virtue
and .literature, and more especially for teaching and instructing
youth in the English, Latin and Greek languages, in writing, music
and the art of speaking, in geography, logic, mathematics, history
and &gJ,"iculture and such other bt·anchea of science as opportunity
may permit and the trustees hereinafter mentioned shall order
and direct."
The act incorporating the Holmes Plymouth Academy, contain·
ing the legal phrases and the grants and limitations peculiar to
thiS" class of legislation, is unusually long. The act is found. in
Volume XVIII, page 85, of the manuscript laws in the State
archives. The extract given expresses the object and aim of the
incorporators.
The act further provided that Rev. Drury Fairbank, Rev. Noah
Worcester, Rev. Robert Fowle, Rev. William Rolfe, Hon. Arthur
Livermore, John Rogers, Esq., and Col Samuel Holmes should
constitute the board of trustees, with power to fill vacancies in the
board from time to time, not exceeding seven in number.
The act was approved Dec. 7, 1808. In order of age it was
the thirteenth academy incorporated in this State. The original
petition is on file in the office of the Secretary of State.
To tl~e Honblo Senate & House of Representatives, of the State ot
New Hampshire, in General Court convenedHun1bly shew the Subscribers, Inhabitanta of Plymouth, in said State,
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& the towns adjacent- that they conceive it to be highly necessary and
proper that a public School be founded in said Town, for the benefit of
the rising generation, -as there is no institution of the Kind, in any
direction from sd Plymouth, for upwnrds of thirty miles- that pupils
can be a<:commoclated with boaa·d not far from the house, already erected;
which has been occupied of late, Cor several years, as a public Schoolani\ that a young Gentleman, of good abilities, is now employed therein
ns a teacher :
Wherefore, your Petitioners, for themselves & the public, earnestly
pray youa· Honors to take the subject iuto <:onsidcration, antl grant that
an Academy be instituted in said Plymouth forever, with the privileges
& immunities usually allowed, by the Legislature, to such corporations.
-and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &e. ' Nov.
151h. 1808.

J>eter :&IcQuesten
l<:dmund Durgin
J<;nocb Want
:Moor Russell
J>avid HBZelt.ine
l'hinehas Walker
:Moses Hadley
John Rogers
James Miller
.los. F. Cumings
W~ Webster
Daniel Eaton
Leonard Cumings

James Little
Ehen! Little
Moses Baker
Benj. Baker
Samuel Holmes
James M. Greenleaf
Edmund :Alarsh
John Southmayd
Daniel Pearcil'al
Sam' Noyes
Sam' Wells
Jotlu~m Cumings Jr
J ona. Robbins J r

State of New Hampshire
Iu tbe House of Representatives Nov! 25'~ 1808.
Upon Reading and Considering tbe foregoing
petition and the Report of a Committee thereon
- Voted that the prayer be granted and that
the petitioners have leave to bring in a Bill
accordingly
Sent up for Concurrence
Couus CVTrS Speaker
In Senate Nov! 26, 1808
Read and concurredHENRY B~ Cu.uz Ast Clerk
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By the terms of the act of incorporation Rev. Drury Fair·
bank and John Rogers, Esq., or either of them, were authorized
to call and preside in the first meeting of the trustees. There ia
preserved on a half-sheet of paper a record of this meeting.
At a meeting of the trustees of the Holmes Plymouth Academy holden
at the Court House on the twenty seventh day of February A. D. 1809,
agreeably to an act of the Legislature of New Hampshire pa88Cd Dec. 7,
1808, the Rev. Drury Fairbank in pursuance of said act presided.
Voted that John Rogers, Esq be secretary of said Corporation.
Voted that Hon. Arthur Livermore, John Rogers, Eeq. Rev. Drury •
Fairbank and Rev. Robert Fowlo be a committee to draft and report a
code of orders and by-laws for the government of sait1 corporation.
Voted that Samuel Holmes Esq be treasurer of the Institution.
Voted that Hon. Arthur Livermore, Rev. Noah Worcester, CoL Samuel
Holmes and Rev. Drury Fairbank be a committee to proonre an instructor
tor said academy as soon as may be.
Voted that Hon. Arthur Livermore, Rov. Robert Fowle, John Rogers
Esq. and Rev. Drury lt,airbank be a committee for the purpose of not.it)··
ing the subscribers of the last year, as also any others who may be
inclined to subscribe in future, for the benefit of said Institution, to
meet at Col. William Webster's tavern on Monday the twentieth day of
March next at one oclock P. M. then and there to confer and act for the
benefit aforesaid
Voted that the committee lut above mentioned be empowered and
directed to appoint and warn the next general meeting of the trustees.
Whereupon the meeting was di880lved
JoiiK Roasns, Sec'y.

During the ensuing few years the records of the tnlStees, like a
volcano at rest, nre silent, and the traditions of Plymouth are con·
servative and generally noncommittal If there were terms of
school under the general direction of the trustees of the Holmes
Plymouth Academy before 1826, it remains to be proven.
Four of the trustees were named at the first to call the next
meeting. Dr. John Rogers died March 8, 1814, and Rev. Drury
Fairbank removed to Littleton, 1820. The two remaining members
of the committee, after a deliberation of over thirteen years, warned
a meeting as follows: -

TilE liOLHES PLYHOUTII .A.OADBHY.

907

Aug. 24, 1822. The Trustees of the Holmes Plymouth Academy are
hereby warned that a general meeting of the board will be holden this
day at two oclock, PM. at Col. Webster's tavern in Plymouth for the
purposes following:
1. To elect members in lieu of John Rogers Esq d~ceaaed and Rev.
William Rolfe, resigned.
2. To choose a president of the board.
S. To choose IL secretary ILnd trrmsact other necessary business of the
corporiLtion.
ARTHUR LIVERHORB} for the Committee
RoBI!'JlT FOWLB

At this mooting which assembled at the inn of CoL William
Webster, Aug. 24, 1822, the entire proceedings are not recorded.
Tho secretary recorded only the business transacted after his
election. Dr. Samuel Robbins and Stephen Grant, Esq., were
chosen trustees, to succeed Dr. John Rogers, deceased, and Rev.
William Rolfe, resigned. Nathaniel Peabody Rogers, Esq., was
elected secretary of the board. At the same meeting Arthur Livermore, Stephen Grant, and Samuel Rogers were " appointed to contract in behalf of the corporation for the erection of a house for the
Academy."
During the life of the Holmes Plymouth Academy, the affairs
were administered by a board of seven trustees. In the days of
prosperity they were faithful, and in times of depression they personally contributed to the funds and gallantly struggled to eave the
institution. The whole number of trustees from 1808 to 1841 was
twenty-four, and there were two elections which were declined.
The term of servico of each follows: Rev. Dn1ry Fairbnnk, Dec. 7, 1808; resigned Sept. 2, 1822.
Rev. Nonh Worcester, Dec. 7, 1808;
"
Aug. 21, 1822.
Rev. Rohert Fowle, Dec. 7, 1808;
"
March 10, 1828.
Rev. Willinm Rolfe, Dec. 7, 1808;
"
Ang. 24, 1822.
Arthnr Livermore, Dec. 7, 1808;
"
July 10, 1826.
Dr. John Rogers, Dec. 7, 1808; died March 8, 18U.
Samuel Holmes, Dec. 7, 1808;
"
Jan. 4:, 1828.
Dr. Samuel Rogers, Ang. 24, 1822; resigned Jan. 27, 1829.
Stephen Grant, Aug. 24, 1822 ;
"
March 10, 1828.
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Rev. Jonathan Ward, Jan. 9, 1823; resigned Jan. 27, 183(.
Josiah Quincy, Jan. 9, 1828;
"
July 10, 1826.
Nathaniel Peabody Rogers,' Jan. 9, 1823; resigned l<'eb. 8, 1839.
William Webster, July 10, 1826;
"
Jan. 12, 1887.
JonnUaan C. Everett, July 10, 1826;
"
Jan. 27, 1829.
William G1·een, March 10, 1828;
''
May 20, 1886.
Da\•ld Moor RuSBell, March 10, 1828;
"
Jan. 27, 1884.
John Rogers,' Jan. 27, 1829.
William C. Thompson, Jan. 27, 1829; declined.
Stevens Merrill, April 2, 1829 ; declined.
Bev. George Punchard,1 Jan. 27, 1834.
William Wallace RU811ell,1 Jan. 27, 18~H.
Alvah Mt:Questen, Jan. 27, 1884; resigned Feb. 26, 1886.
William C. Thompson,• .l!'eb. 26, 1886.
Bev. Benjamin P. Stone, May 20, 1886; resigned Julj· 17, 1888.
Rufus G. Lewls,1 Jan. 12, 1887.
Rev. IncreaseS. Davia, 1 July 17, 1888.

Of the twenty-four active members of the board of trustees,
:fifteen at the time of service were residents of Plymouth, and three
on account of connection with Plymouth families are also named in
the family registers (Vol. II). A special mention in this connection is not demanded. Of the remaining trustees six in number,
none were strangers, at the time of service, to the people of
Plymouth.
Col. Samuel Holmes was born in Hadlyme, Conn., 1750, and
settled in Campton, 1772. By industry and frugality he acquired
a fair estate. He was a soldier in the Revolution, a colonel in the
militia, a town officer, and a representative. He gave the land for
a parsonage in Campton, and contributed liberally for the support
1 The vacancy occasioned by the resignation of Nathaniel Peabody Rogan
was not Ailed. There were six 'ruateea n' the dillsolution of the corporation.
Samuel Holmes waa the presiden' and treasurer of the board of truateea until
his death. Hia succeseors aa president were Arthur Livermore, William Webster, and John Rogera. The treasurer was not always a trustee. There was a
· vacancy in the office several yeara. William Greeu served Ave yean and was
succeeded by Greenough McQuesten, who was in office when the corporation
was disaolved. The aecretaries of the board were Dr••John Rogers, Nathaniel
P. Rogers, William Green, Nathaniel P. Rogera a second term, Rev. George
Pnnchard, and William W. Ruasell •
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of preaching. While the discussion concerning a permanent acad·
emy in the Pemigewasset valley was under way, he donated five
hundred dollars to promote the enterprise, and consented that
the institution should be located in Plymouth. In his honor the
academy was named. He was one of the incorporators and was the
president of the board of trustees until his death. He died in
Campton, Jan. 4, 1823.
Ucv. Uobcrt Fowle, son of Jacob and Alice Fowle, was hom in
:Mnrblchcad, Mass., 1766, ~aptized August 31, 1766, and graduated
from Harvard University, 1786. He was the Episcopalian clergy·
m:m of Holderness many years. He was ordained a deacon Dec. 13,
1789, and priest June 29, 1791. He entered upon the duties of
the ministry at Holderness, 1789, and was a rector of the church
fifty-six years. He died in Holderness, Oct. 12, 1847.
Rev. William Rolfe was hom in Plaistow, March 14, 1773,
and graduated from Dartmouth College, 1799. He was settled
over the Congregational Church . in Groton, as a colleague of
Rev. Thomas Page, Nov. 9, 1803. Rev. Mr. Page died May 3,
1813, and Mr. Rolfe continued pastor of the church until his
death in June, 1828.
Rev. Benjamin P. Stone was also a preceptor, and will be
uoticed in thnt connection.
Col. Rufus Graves Lewis, son of Col. Moses and Sally (Martin)
Lewis, was hom in Bridgewater (now Bristol), Sept. 14, 1800.
He lived in New Hampton, and was a popular and in1luential
citizen. His father removed to Gainesville, Ala., in 1815, and
Colonel Rufus generally spent the winter season in the South,
where he owned large estates. He was a liberal donor to the
Holmes Plymouth Academy and to the New Hampton Literary
and Biblical Institute. He was a Congregationalist, attending
church at Bristol. Dartmouth College conferred the honorary
degree A.M. in 1860. He died in New Hampton, Sept. 27, 1865.
Ron. Edwin C. Lewis of Laconia is a son of Col. Rufus G. Lewis.
Rev. Increase S. Davis, son of Ebenezer and Sarah (Sumner)
Davis, was born in Brookline, Mass., May 6, and was baptized at
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the First Parish Church May 14, 1797. His mother was a sister
of Increase Sumner, GoveTnor of Massachusetts, 1707-99. Mr.
Davis was a wheelwright in Roxbury, and later became a student nt
Phillips· ExeteT Academy. Mter leaving the academy he was a
wheelwright, school teacher, and a farmer in Newton, Mass. In
1827 he entered upon the study of theology with Rev. Jonathan
Homer, D.D., of Newton. He was ordained and settled at Dorchester, Oct. 9, 1828, and dismissed June 19, 1833. He was
acting pastor at Orford, December, 1834 to May, 1839; at Piermont, April, 1840 to April, 1860. During the Civil War he
removed to Nevinsvillc, Iowa, and was a preacher in tho vicinity
several years. He was noted for physical vigor, and in his parochial labors he walked long distances. In 1863 he walked eighty
miles to attend the general conference at Des Moines, Iowa. He
died Nov. 24, 1864.
The next meeting of the boaTd of trustees was held Sept. 2, 1822.
The president, Samuel Holmes, was not present, and Arthur Livermore was chosen president pro tempore. In the proceedings of this
meeting is found the first reference to the selection of a principal
and the inauguration of a school Stephen Grant, Dr. Samuel
Rogers, and Nathaniel Peabody Rogers were delegated to " obtain
a preceptor for the year ensuing," and in October, 1828, the same
committee were again instructed in the same manner. The report
of this committee was accepted and placed on file. The report is
lost, and the name of the teacher or teachers, if any were employed,
cannot be stated.
There is no record of a meeting in the year 1824. In July,
1825, Stephen Grant was requested to visit Dartmouth College
and procure a preceptor. He was authorized to offer a salary of
three hundred and fifty dollars. He employed Samuel A. Burns,
a son of Samuel Burns of Rumney. He was born June 21, 1802,
and graduated from Dartmouth, 1826. He was principal of the
academy one year. If not the first principal, he is the first one of
whom a record is preserved.
At a meeting of the trustees Sept. 8, 1827, a committee was
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chosen to procure a suitable boarding-house for the preceptor; the
trustees also directed that a new door to the academy building, with
a new lock and key, be provided, and ordered some other repairs.
At a meeting two weeks later the records assert "Received and
accepted the statement of Col. William Webster, agent to procure
repairs to bo done on the Academy houso, the expense of which was
$25.00. This and other expenses in all $39.94, the trustees assumed
to pay, assistance from the liberal minded in the neighborhood was
voted to be solicited and the trustees voted to share the remainder
of the expense equally among themselves."
The next principal was Mr. Abbot, who opened the school
Monday, Sept. 17, 1827. Of the terms made with him the
trustees made a memorandum. "In a conversation with Mr.
Abbot, tho preceptor engaged for the coming year, we gave him
to understand in case, at the end of the first quarter, the prospect
should be that be would receive short of $500, that on notice he
might consider the agreement at an end and terminate the school."
Mr. Abbot found that" the prospect that he would receive short ·
of $500 " was more than a conjecture. He resigned at the close
of the winter term. His successor was Ira Young, who entered
upon his labor in Holmes Plymouth Academy, Monday, March
10, 1828, but he remained only a part of a year.
Ira Young was hom in Lebanon, May 23, 1801. He graduated
at Dartmouth, 1828, and when he began teaching in Plymouth be
was an undergraduate in the senior class. Mtcr his brief labor in
this town he was a tutor three years and a professor twenty•five
years in Dartmouth College. He died in Hanover, Sept. 13,
1858.
The next preceptor was Milo P. Jewett, who assumed charge
of the ncndemy in September, 1828, and remained one year. He
'vas a son of Dr. Calvin and Sally (Parker) Jewett and was born
in St. Johnsbury, Vt., April 27, 1808. He was a graduate of
Dartmouth, 1828, and a classmate of Prof. Ira Young. He was
subsequently distinguished in educational aftairs. (See Vol·
ume II.)
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From the close of the administration of Mr. Jewett ·in the sum·
mer of 1899, the academy probably was closed until the early
autumn of 1835. If any teachers were employed during an interregnum of six years the records are silent upon the subject. In the
meantime the trustees were not indifterent and it will appear that
they were not idle. The palmy days of Holmes Plymouth Academy were yet in the future. In January, 1834, Rev. George
Punchard was elected a trustee. His interest in educational
aftairs and the enthusiasm of his buoyant nature were contagious.
At once the trustees manifested an enlarged ambition and the whole
community became deeply interested. The fortunes of Holmes
Plymouth Academy were reflected in golden hues.
The old academy building was removed, a new and an enlarged
building was erected, additional land was purchased, and two
boarding-houscs were built for the accommodation of tho institution. In the work of rebuilding the academy buildings the citizens
of Plymouth, with the approval of the trustees, assumed a leading
part and in a great measure bore the burden of a substantial undertaking. They chose two committees to prosecute the work, naming
one citizen and two of the trustees on each committee. In this
work the trustees were enlisted and rendered efficient service as
citizens, and the records of the corporation for a season are silent.
In the end, as soon as the enthusiasm of the citizens bad become
satiated by achievement, the corporation was called upon to accept
the subscriptions, which were large, and to aeetune the cost of the
land and the new buildings, which were larger. The citizens retired. The academy never recovered from the burden of debt then
assumed and never was able to meet the financial obligations
which were created under the voluntary administration of the
citizens.
The record of the trustees in the completion of the work begun,
and in ratifying whatever bad been done, is clearly stated in tho
book of records: At a meeting or the bonrd holden at the office or _the Pemlgewasaet
Bank, .August 29, 1885.
Voted that William W. Russell, Ezra W. Avery [Campton], and John
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Rogers be a c.:ommittee to complete the Academy House and that their
former doings in remo,·ing the former building and erecting the one now
in progress be ratified and accepted.
Voted that Willinm W. Russell, George W. Ward and John Rogers
be n committee to pnrchnse land for a boarding bouse and to complete
the house now being erected on the land purchased of John Bailey, and
that the said purchnse be ratified and accepted.
Voted thnt said Russell, A very and Rogers, committee, be authorized
to draw on the treasurer for any sum not exceeding (with the amount
subscribed) the sum of fifteen hundred dollars.
Voted that sa.id Russell, Ward, and Rogers, committee, be authorized to
<lraw on the treasurer for any sum not exceeding three thousand dollars.
Connected with and explanatory of these proceedings there is
entered on a page of the records, dated August, 1835, the following
statement: The trustees of Holmes Plymouth Academy, regarding the interests
of religion ns well as the education of onr youth (prospective ohjects
cmhraced in the charter of this Academy), and viewing the present as a
fa\·orahle time to enlarge the accommodations of the institution, met for
consultation n~ sundry times. The inhabitants of the village, In the
nutmnn of 1884, subscribed towards the enlargement of the Academy
building nnd chose n committee to superintend the business. 'fwo out
of three of the committee were tn1stees. The materials were procured,
nnd in the spring nnd summer of 1885 the Academy Building was rebuilt. The Rev. Mr. Pnnchnrd wns nppointed an agent to oollect
funds nnd procure donations and subscriptions. A contract was made
and concluded for the purchase of three acres of land and the buildings thereon an<l n spncious bonrding house projected and a committee
appointed to purchase the materials and erect a bouse.
It is known that a considerable sum was freely given by the citizens of Plymouth and the surrounding towns to meet a part of the
expense of tho new buildings, and it will remain a subject of regret
that a list of the offerings of generous men and women is not preserved. In 1837 Col. Rufus G. Lewis presented the corporation
sixteen hundred dollars, and the trustees appointed a committee
" to present the thanks of the board for his liberal gift."
During the preparation for rebuilding, the legislature in June,
1835, pns!led an act changing the name of the corporation to " The
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Plymouth Literary and Theological Seminary." The trustees held
two meetings in consideration of a change of the name of the
institution and nnanimously voted not to accept the act. From
1808 to 184:4, the limits of its existence, the corporation was " The
Holmes Plymouth Academy." The names "Teachers Seminary
and Theological Institute,"" Teachers Seminary," and" Teachers
Seminary and Classical Institution," which appear upon the cata·
logues, are misnomers.
The school was opened in the new buildings in the autumn of
1835. George Cook, who remained one year, was the principal
He was a son of Rev. Phineas and Sophia (Grout) Cook, born in
Keene, Dec. 26, 1811; graduated from Dartmouth, 1832. He was
pastor of the Congregational Church, Amherst, Mass., 1839-52.
Subsequently he was president of the University of Tennessee.
He died March 9, 1889. The catalogue for the year of Mr. Cook's
administration contains the names of 168 students. Of these 62
were residents of Plymouth.
In 1835 and 1836 the theological experiment was essayed and
abandoned. The catalogue for 1836 is styled " A Catalogue of the
Teachers Seminary and Theological Institute." It contains the
following grave announcement: TB&OLOGIOAL DBPARTKBMT. This department of tho institute is designed for the instruction of a class of men found in many of our
Churches of sound understanding, and enlightened and active piety and
ot good report, who are 80 far advanced in life, or are 80 embarrassed
with families, or by other circumstances, as to render it inexpedient for
them to undertake a protracted and thorough course of academical, collegiate, and theological training, and to afford them the advantages of
one, two, or three years study, with direct reference to the duties or the
ministry, in such fields as they are designed to occupy. The length of
their course must be regulated by reference to their pre\'ioua attainments.
While in this Institution, their time will be occupied, cbicfty, in the study
ot standard English writers;- sucb, for example, aa have written most
ably upon Moral and Intellectual Philosophy, Logic, Rhetoric, the Divino };xistcnce, the Christian Ucvclntion, BiiJlicnl ExposiLion, nnd Sys·
tematic Theology;- and tho composition, criticism, and dcli¥cry of
original eaaaya and sermons, and the bearing ot lectures, upon pastoral
duties, and such other topics aa may be judged neceaaary.
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No chargee will be made for the instruction ot any who are in indigent circumstances.
The Rev. Benjamin P. Stone hae been appointed Profcaaor in this
department, and hae entered upon t.he dut.iee of his omce.

Rev. llcnjnmin P. Stone wllS tho theological department. His
name stands first in the faculty and he is called " Professor of
Moral and Mental Philosophy and Theology." The catalogue presents no evidence that there were any students in the department,
nnd the catalogue of 1838 announces that " the original design of
making theology prominent has, on account of circumstances, been
modified."
The principal of the female department was Mary E. Ellison,
who remained three or four years. Associated with Mr. Cook the
last two terms of the year was George Baker Jewett, " teacher
in the languages," who remained the following year. He was a
relative of Rev. George Punchard, a son of Paul and Eleanor
(Puncharcl) Jowett, born in Lebanon, Me., Sept. 11, 1818. After
teaching in Plymouth he entered Amherst College and graduated
1840; graduated from Andover Theological Seminary, 1842. He
was a professor of Latin and modern languages in Amherst College
and pastor of the First Congregational Church, Nashua, 1854-56.
He is the author of Baptism versus Immersion, and Critique on the
Greek Text of the New Testament as edited by the American Bible
Union. He edited the fifth and last volume of Plmehard's History of Congregationalism. He died June 9, 1886.
Rev. llcnjnmin Perkins Stone, D.D., son of David Stone, was
born in Reading, Vt., Feb. 11, 1801 ; Middlebury College, 1828,
Andover Theological Seminary, 1831; ordained and installed
pnstor of the Congregational Church of Franklin, May 26, 1831,
dismissed May 2, 1832; installed pastor of Congregational Church
of Campt.on, June 12, 1833, dismissed Sept. 11, 1837. It was
during ltis ministry in Campton that he was elected a trustee and
was a profossor in Holmes Plymouth Academy. He was secretary
of the New Hampshire Home Missionary Society, with a residence
in Concord, 1837-59, and olso general agent, l837-54. He was
VOL.
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editor of The Congregational Journal, Concord, 1854-62. As
an agent of the Home Missionary Society, be travelled sixty-five
thousand miles in New Hampshire. D.D. Middlebury College,
1864. He died in Concord, Nov. 26, 1870.
A catalogue for the year 1837, if printed, has not been found.
At this time Timothy Dwight Porter Stone was an associate principal and efficient instructor a few terms. He was a son of Rev.
Timothy and Mary (Merwin) Stone, and was born in CornwalJ,
Conn., July 27, 1811; Amherst College, 1834. He was principal
of The Concord Literary Institution and Teachers Seminary,
1834-36, and came from Concord to Plymouth in April, 1837.
He studied theology with Rev. Dr. Bouton of Concord, and graduated at Andover Theological Seminary, 1842. With the exception
of brief pastorates at Holliston, Marblehead, and Stow, Mass.,
through life he was an instructor in many prosperous institutions
of learning, and also a professor of elocution. He is author of
Memoir of Mr. Webster, Stories to Teach me how to Think,
Child's Reader, Stone's Elocution, and other works.
The beginning of a new era in the history of the academy is
introduced by a vote of the trustees, Feb. 26, 1836, to elect Samuel
Read Hall principal and to offer him a salary of six hundred and
fifty dollars per annum.
The coming of Mr. Hall, for unknown reasons, was delayed, and
in the meantime Mr. Jewett was retained, and possibly others were
secured. In January, 1837, the overtures to Mr. IIall were renewed and the proffered salary of six hundred and fifty dollars
was accepted. During the administration of Mr. Hall the insti·
tution was styled in the prospectus and catalogue " The Teachers
Seminary." The faculty for the year ending 1838 were:Rev. Samuel R. Hall, Principal.
Mr. Joel B. Stow, Mathematical Teacher.
Mr. John Lawrence, Clauical Teacher.
Miss Mary E. Ellison, Principal Female Department.
Miss Emily P. Copeland, Inatl'Uctor in Instrumental and Vocal
Music and Calist.benica.
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Mr. J.P. Rogers l Teachers in Chirography.
Mr. R. W. Lane J
Mr. E. W. Noyes, Assistant Pupil.
Mr. F. S. Thompson, Cabinet Keeper and Librarian.

There are 248 names of pupils in the catalogue, arranged as
follows : Senior Class
0
Middle ClasB
10
Junior Claas
13
Preparatory Cl881 and General Department 116
Ladies
110

The faculty for the year ending 1839 presents a few changes.
Messrs. Hall, Stow, Lawrence, Rogers, and Thompson are retained in the same positions. The new names are:Mr. Phineas A. Bean, Assistant in Mathematical Department.
Mr. John Lane, Instructor in Chirogr.phy.
Mr. Henry S. Farwell, Instructor in Sacred Music.
Miss Arethusa Hall, Principal Female Department.
Miss Racillia B. Anderson and MiBB Appbia P. Judd, ABBistants.
Miss Clarissa Stow, Teacher Primary Department.

The number of students named in the catalogue is 201, classified
as follows: Senior Class
Middle Class
Junior Class
Classical and General Department
Ladies

7
10
11
87
86

lfr. Hall closed his labors in the academy early in 1840, and was
succeeded by Joseph G. Hoyt, who remained one year. The catalogue of the school is the only recorded history of the year. The
records of the trustees are silent. In the catalogue the name of the
school is now" The Teachers Seminary and Classical Institution."
The instructors for the year were: Joseph G. Hoyt, A.B., Principal
Mr. William H. Seagrave, Teacher in English.
Mr. William P. Webster, Teacher in English.
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Miae Arethusa. Hall, Principal or Female Department.
Miaa Racillla B. Anderson, Assistant.
lliaa Appbia P. Judd, Teacher Primary Department.
.Mr. Jeremiah D. BuJlard, Instructor in Sacred Music.

The whole number of pupils is 11S6; gentlemen, 101; ladies, 55.
Of these, thirty were included in the classical department.
From 1831S to 184:1 the faculty was large and expensive. The
institution was conducted with more ambition than discretion.
The receipts from tuition and from donations fnilod to moot current expenses, and the original burden of debt hung like a shadow
over the fortunes of the academy. Before the incidents in the dissolution of Holmes Plymouth Academy are stated, a brief notice
of members of the faculty will be given.
Rev. Samuel Read Hall, D.D., was principal of Holmes Plymouth Academy three years. He was a son of Rev. Samuel Read
and Elizabeth (Hall) Hall and was hom in Croydon, Oct. 27,
1795. He pursued a course of study at Kimball Union Academy,
Meriden, and received the degree A.M. from Dartmouth College,
1839, and LL.D., University of Vermont, 1865. He studied
theology with Rev. Walter Chapin of Woodstock, Vt., and with
Rev. William Eaton of Fitchburg, YaBB., and was licensed to
preach by the Worcester North Association of Congregational
Ministers at Princeton, MaBB., 1822. He was stationed as a
miBBionary at Concord, Vt., and in March, 1823, he established a
seminary for the instruction of teachers. To the little school in
Concord, Vt., has been given the honor of being the first normal
school in America. In June, 1830, he assumed the charge of the
English normal department of Phillips Academy, Andover, Mass.
He came from Andover to Plymouth, 1837, and was installed over
the Congregational Church in Craftsbury, Vt., July 8, 1840,
where he labored thirteen years. Subsequently he preached in
Brownington, Vt., until1867, when he resigned on account of age
and infirmity. At the organization of Oberlin Collogo he was
appointed the first president of that institution~ but he did not
aBBume the duties of the appointment. He died at Brownington,
Vt., June 24:, 1877.
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Rev. John Lawrence, son of Hubbard and Mary (Goss) Lawrence, was bom in St. Johnsbury, Vt., May 21, 1814. He was a
student in Dartmouth, 1836-37, but did not graduate. He was
an instructor of classics in Holmes Plymouth Academy, 1838 and
1839. He was a student at Andover Theological Seminary, 1840
and 1841, but did not graduate. From 1841 to 1845 be Waif a
teacher in Westfield and Springfield, Mass., and in Lyndon, V~,
1845. Ho was acting pastor at Alstead, Hooksett, and Salem,
and in Carlisle, :Mass., 1853-59. He preached a short time in
several other places and died at Elyria, Ohio, May 15, 1894. He
is author of Family of John Lawrence, 1847, 64 pages, with supplements, 1857, 1869, 1876, 1881, History of Stanstead County,
Canada, 1874, and Care for the Soul, a sermon, 1886.
Joel Buchanan Stow, son of Deacon Joel Stow, was bom in
Hillsborough, J nne 30, 1813. He was a graduate of the normal department of Phillips Academy, Andover; Mass., and was a
teacher in Holmes Plymouth Academy from early in 1838 to 1840.
While a resident of this town be married, in the autumn of 1838,
Lucretia Brown of Ipswich, Mass., and took charge of one of the
boarding-houses belonging to the academy. He removed to the
West and was there a teacher many years.
Miss Clarissa Stow, a teacher in the primary department, 1839,
was an elder sister of Joel B. Stow, and was bom in Hillsborough,
Oct. 25, 1798.
Joseph Gibson Hoyt, LL.D., was a son of Joshua F. Hoyt of
Dunbarton, where he was bom Jan. 19, 1815; Yale, 1840. He
was principal of the academy one year, and subsequently was a
well-remembered and efficient tutor in Phillips Academy, Exeter,
eighteen years. He was chancellor of Washington University, St.
Louis, :Mo., 1859-62. He died Nov. 26, 1862. He was a delegate from Exeter in the Constitutional Convention of 1850. LL.D.,
Dartmouth, 1859.
John Prentice Rogers, teacher of penmanship, 1838 and 1839,
was a son of John Rogers, Esq., of Plymouth. (See Volume II.)
Redford Weare Lane, teacher of penmanship, 1838, was a son
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of Joseph and Elizabeth (Lang) Lane of Sanbornton, where he
was born Dec. 26, 1808. He taught penmanship in other institutions, and after 1850 he was paymaster of the Jackson corporation
of Nashua. He was an alderman, and a deacon of the Pearl Street
Church. He died at Nashua, :March 16, 1872.
Enoch W. Noyes, son of Crisp Bradbury Noyes, was born in
Plymouth, July 12, 1812. He was a student and an assistant.
(See Volume IL)
William Pingrey Webster, son of Walter Raleigh Webster,
was born in Bridgewater, Jan. 20, 1817. He was a student aud
assistant. (Sec Volume II.)
William Henry Seagrave, son of John and :Mary (Scott) Seagrave, was born in Uxbridge, Mass., Jan 61 1815. He was a
student several terms and in 1840 was a member of the faculty.
Subsequently he was many years the cashier of a bank in Slatersville, R.I.
Henry S. Farwell of Ashley, Mass., and Jeremiah D. Ballard
of Tamworth were students and at the same time instructors of
sacred music.
Mary Elizabeth Ellison, daughter of Andrew and Mary (Cobb)
Ellison, was born in Thomaston, Me., 1812. She was a teacher in
Boston a few years, coming to Plymouth, 1836, where she remained three years, the accomplished and popular principal of the
female department of the Holmes Plymouth Academy. She was.
principal of the female department of Pembroke Academy two
years, beginning 1840, and after teaching in Providence, R. I., she
became principal of the Bradford (Mass.) Academy, and successfully conducted that seminary until her marriage. She married in
Bradford, Tuesday morning, :March 13, 1849, Rev. Luther F.
Dimmick, pastor, from 1819 until his death in 1860, of the North
Congregational Church, Newburyport, Mass. She died in Newburyport, Feb. 5, 1887.
Emily Payson Copeland, an accomplished instructor in music
and calisthenics in 1839, was a native of Boston, :Mass., and a
daughter of Seth and :Martha (Brackett) Copeland. She married,
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Sept. 4, 1845, Rev. Alexander Huntington Clapp, D.D., Yale
College, 1842, Andover Theological Seminary, 1845, D.D., Iowa
College, 1868, pastor of Congregational Church, Brattleboro, Vt.,
1846-54, and of the Beneficent Church, Providence, R. I.,
1855-65. Subsequently be was secretary and treasurer of the
American Home Missionary Society, residing in New York City,
where he died April 27, 1899.
Arcthusa Hall, daughter of Aaron and Sarah (Richardson)
Hall, was hom in Huntington, Mass., Oct. 13, 1802. Unmarried. After teaching in Plymouth, she was a teacher several years
in Brooklyn, N. Y. She is the author of several volumes, including A Translation of Pascal's Thoughts, The Manual of Chorals,
and The Life and Character of Rev. Sylvester Judd.
Appbia Putnam Judd, daughter of Sylvester and Apphia
(Hall) Judd, was hom in Westhampton, Mass., Oct. 27,1820. She
married, Sept. 26, 1842, Joseph H. Williams of Augusta, Me.
The incidents in the life of the Holmes Plymouth Academy are
inspiring. It was a pioneer institution, and its individuality is a
first chapter of the history of the normal school in New Hamp·
shire. In searching for the causes and conditions which led to a
sudden decline, the investigation becomes a post-mortem examination. Tho disease was debt; the result was death. The records of
the trustees for the year 1841, of which a summary is given, aro
. sad and funereal.
J nn. 30, 1841, on motion of William C. Thompson, seconded
by Rufus G. Lewis, the treasurer was instructed in the name of the
corporation to execute a note of $3,362.92 and mortgage on all
the property of the corporation, except the academy building, to
the Pemigewasset Bank. Also to make a note of $6,659.42, pay·
able, with interest, to William W. Russell, and a note of $3,731.05,
payable, with interest, to J obn Rogers, and to execute a second
mortgage on the same real estate to Russell and Rogers.
In these proceedings no reference is made to an existing school
or to instructors, and no other business was transacted during the
year. There is no record and probably there was no formal
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meeting of the trustees during the ensuing three years. At a meeting assembled at the inn of Denison R. Dumhnm, May 9, 1844,
the trustees confirmed the sale of a tract of land and one of the
boarding-housea thereon to Dr. Norman C. Stevens. The proceeds
o! the conveyance, $1100, was paid on the note held by the bank.
At this meeting Mr. Russell and Mr. Rogers were instructed to
sell all the personal property of the Holmes Plymouth Academy
and made another payment on the note held by the bank. The
end is ne41-r. In the reeord of a meeting in May 1844 appear the
manifestations of immediate dissolution. On motion of William
C. Thompson, seconded by Rufus G. Lewis, it was voted unanimously that all the property be sold or leased for the purpose of
' paying the debts of the corporation, that all subscriptions and notes
due the corporation be collected, and that after paying the balance
of the note held by the bank, the remainder be paid to William W.
Russell and John Rogers in the proportion of their claims. The
entire claim of the bank was satisfied and the claim of John Rogers
was compromised. By levy and foreclosure the land and the academy building and the remaining boarding-house became the property of William W. Russell. The corporation was dissolved.
Mr. Russell sold the entire property to James H. Shepard, July
10, 1852. The succeeding owner was the Suffolk Loan and Accumulating Association, which secured title by foreclosure and which
sold the property Feb. 5, 1861, to Denison R. Burnham. :Mr..
Burnham sold the boarding-house to John T. Cutter. At the
founding of the State Normal School, Mr. Burnham and :Mr.
Cutter conveyed the land and buildings to the State.
The academy building was of brick, fifty by thirty-six feet and
two stories high. It contained a library of over one thousand volumes, a cabinet of minerals, and, for the time, a superior collootion
of chemical and philosophical apparatus. The building is well
romombcrcd by many. It stood about seventy yartls cast of the
present normal-school building. The larger boarding-house, standing on the site of the normal-school building, was two stories high,
and a spacious and substantial structure, affording accommoda-
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tion for sixty or more inmates. The smaller boarding-house, now
the residence of Mrs. Cushman, was sold, as stated, in 1844, to
Dr. Stevens.
From 1842 to 1865 there were frequent terms of school in the
academy building. Tho principals, following a usage of the time,
were pleased to name the school" The Plymouth Academy,"" The
Plymouth Seminary." or "Plymouth High School" The school
was in the same buildiug, but these irregular terms were not a con·
tinuation of the II<;>lmes Plymouth Academy. They were private
schools, dependent upon the tuition of pupils, and the teachers were
accountable to no one. Several of the teachers were able instruc·
tors and conducted commendable schools, while others came with·
out recommendations and were permitted to leave without regret.
An attempt to secure the names of all of these nomadic instructors
has not been made.
Worcester Willey conducted a commendable school in the acad·
emy buildings from 1842 to 1845. He was a son of Darius and
Mary (Pulsifer) Willey of Campton, and a brother of Rev. Isaac
Willey. Subsequently he was a minister and a missionary in the
Wcsi. During his administration of the school Lavina Fellows
was the principal of the female department about one year. She
became tho wife of llon. George W. Dike, late of Stoneham, Mass.,
where she now resides, being nearly ninety years of age. Miss Fel·
lows was succeeded by Caroline B. Whipple of Wentworth, a sister
of Col. Thomas J. Whipple of Laconia, who was a popular and
efficient instructor until1845.
:Mr. Wil1ey was succeeded by Samuel B. G. Corser, a native
of Tioscnwen, and a graduate of Dartmouth, 1841. He remained
until the autumn of 1846. Subsequently he was a farmer of
Boscawen. At this time Mary E. Blair was the accomplished
assistant teacher.
Harriet Jane Ward, a daughter of John Ward of Plymouth,
taught one or two terms in 1848.
In 1850 James II. Shepard rented the academy buildings and
removed to Plymouth. Two years later he purchased all the lands
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and buildings formerly of the Holmes Plymouth Academy. lie
taught nearly four years and made a gallant effort to found a permanent institution. He was a Universalist minister, and whilo bo
lived in Plymouth he preached many Sabbaths in the academy
building. He removed, 1856, to Centre Harbor.
Joseph Clark, a graduate of Dartmouth, 1854:, while a student at
law in the office of Napoleon B. Bryant, then of this town, was principal one or two terms. (See Volume II.) Annie Maria Johnson, a daughter of Joshua M. and Clara A. (Patterson) Johnson
of Henniker, taught several terms about 1858. In the autumn of
1859, Edward Winslow Howe, a native of Templeton, Mass., and
a graduate of Dartmouth, 1859, with Miss Johnson as an assist·
ant, conducted a memorable term in the academy building. Subsequently he married Miss Johnson and removed to Medford, Mass.
He died at Jamaica Plain, Mass., Jan. 13, 1884:. His widow
resides in Henniker. Mr. Howe was succeeded in this town by
George. Merrill, who remained one term.
Andrew Jackson Huntoon, a son of David and Lucy Ann
(Baker) Huntoon, hom in Unity, was the efficient principal at
the outbreak of the Civil War. Elisha Hinds was an assist·
ant. Under their management the school was prosperous and
popular.
Mr. Huntoon enlisted from Plymouth in the Twelfth New
Hampshire Infantry, Aug. 22, 1862, and was subsequently promoted to captain. He was severely wounded at Chancellorsville,
V a., May 8, 1863, and discharged on account of wounds. June 15,
1864. For many years he has been a clerk in tbe Treasury Department, residing in Washington, D. C. The fall term of 1869
and the spring term of 1863 were taught by Charles Melroy
Fellows and Esther M. Wight. Mr. Fellows was a native of
Thetford, Vt. He married Miss Wight, and subsequently he was
a physician in Lawrence, Mass., where he died, 1876.
The fall term of 1863, two terms in 1864, and the spring term
of 1865 were conducted successfully by Eli Mellen Wight and
Henry D. Wyatt. The assistant teachers during the two years were
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Pamella M. Blair, Esther J. Kendall, Sarah E. Blair, and :Martha
F. Hazleton. Mr. Wyatt resides in Chattanooga, Tenn., and main·
tains a summer home in Campton. Mr. Wight, subsequently, was
an able physician of Chattanooga, Tenn., and a professor in Nash·
ville :Medical College. Following the traditions of the school,
he married one of his assistant teachers. (See Blair Register,
Vol. II.)
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XXI. THE STATE NORYAL SCHOOL.

T

HE legislature of New Hampshire in the laws of 1851 and
1868 established stated sessions of teachers' institutes. In
thia innovation is discovered the promise of the early foundation
by the state of a permanent institution for the education and professional training of the teachers of the public schools. The
project of establishing a State N onnnl School was intelligently
debated several years, receiving the unqualified support of the
prominent educators of New Hampshire. In the meantime an
efficient system of normal training was being developed in :Massa·
chusetts and in several other states. Tested by immediate results
and weighed in the unerring balance of experience, the pioneer
schools of this character were eminently successful, and their aus·
picious fortunes fortified the arguments of the advocates of a
normal school in this state.
The original act for the establishment of a State Normal School
in New Hampshire was introduced and ably supported by Hiram
Orcutt, a distinguished educator and a representative of Lebanon.
The bill passed the house and senate without much opposition and
was approved by the governor July 2, 1870.
• The act was liberally permissive and timidly creative. It antici·
pated that the land and buildings for school purposes would be presented by the community where the school was located, and that the
tuition of the pupils would meet the current expenses. Beyond
the payment of the salary of the trustees, which was limited to
$300, the state at this time assumed no financial responsibility.
The foundation was weak and uncertain, and the early experience
of the sch90l was a gallant struggle for existence. The meagre
provisions of the act of 1870 were all that could be wrested from
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the economy and conservatism of the time. However, the early
promoters of a nonnal school in this state were satisfied with the
privilege of making an experiment and of demonstrating the necessity of nonnal training. The wisdom ·and sagacious foresight of
the simple provisions of the first statute have been demonstrated by
an enlnrgntl liberality on tho part of tho state and by the unifonn
growth nnd prosperity of a substantial institution.
lly tho terms of tho act of 1870 the board of seven trustees were
instructed " to give notice, by publication, that they will rec!eive
proposals from towns, corporations or individuals to furnish.lands,
buildings or funds for the school, and they shall make such selection of locality as will, in their judgment, best subserve the interests ·of the institution and shall establish said normal school with
as little delay as possible." The considerations which led to the
location of the school in Plymouth are concisely stated in the first
annual report of the trustees:Notice was given, by publication, for proposals f'rom towns, corporationa and individuals to furnish school property and funds, on condition
of securing the location of the school. Several towns responded liberally among which were Plymouth, Walpole, Fisherville and Mont Vernon,
offering an aggregate quantity of about 1125,000.
After due deliberation, and in view of all t.be advantages to be secured,
the trustees unanimously decided to locate the school in the beautiful
town of l'lymoutb, which bad offered, in real estate and cash, some
$42,000.

In stating the proposed donation of Plymouth, the trustees
estimated the value of the land and buildings at $20,000,
which was exactly twice the sum the. owners received. The
propositions made by the advocates of the location of the school
at Plymouth to the trustees were fonnulated and executed, as
follows:The town purchased and presented to the state for the use of
the school the brick academy building and the larger boardinghouse erected and formerly owned and occupied by the Holmes
Plymouth Academy, and nll the land connected therewith. The
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property was purchased of Denison R. Burnham, who owned tho
academy building, and of John T. Cutter, who held the title to
the boarding-ho1186. The sum paid by the town was $10,000.
In consideration of free tuition of the pupila of the primary and
the higher grades, the village district gave the sum of $7000.
The Boston, Concord, and Montreal Railroad donated $40001 and
to these gratuities the liberal citizens added $1100.
In addition to these stipulated donations, and in consideration
of the proposal of the normal school to instruct in the model
school the pupila of the village district, known as District No. 2
of Plymouth, the district agreed to pay to the normal school the
school money annually raised by 888e881Dent. The sum paid by
the district from 1872 to 1904 was gradually increased from
$600 to •3300 per annum, and since the establishment of a high
school the annual payment is $1000.
In the selection of Plymouth as the seat of the state institution the central situation of the town, the healthfulness and the
attractive natural features of the locality were deservedly considered. There were additional considerations. In the public
mind forever there will remain a sentiment of fitness and the
completion of a reward for an early and heroic struggle to found
a permanent institution of leaming in Plymouth. The Holmes
Plymouth Academy, after a few years of fickle prosperity, bad
failed. Upon its ashes was reared the normal school Mter many
years, like bread cast upon the waters, the good works of a former
generation were rewarded. It is stated in another chapter that
in Plymouth, and in the same buildings, Samuel Read Hall, the
:American pioneer of normal training, conducted a seminary for
the professional education of teachers more than thirty years
before a normal school was established in this state. The State
Normal School was planted on a congenial soil.
The subsequent history of the State Normal School is the continued record of growth and development. Profiting by experience, directed by an intelligent and zealous board of trustees, and
BUStained by an enlarged liberality of the state, the institution
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bas been steadily ndvancod from a feeble infancy to the ready
vigor of maturer years.
The normal school is a state and not a town institution.· Its
location and its immediate contact with the people of Plymouth,
for more than thirty years, demands notice in every narrative of ·
town and school afiairs.
The school was opened March 15, 1811, with eighty students
in the normal department, for a term of eight weeks. The trustees
had elected Silas H. Pearl, A.M., as principal, who was unable to
assume the duties of the position until near the close of the term,
when his engagement with the normal school at Johnson, Vt.,
was completed. Amos Hadley, A.M., of Concord, was elected
associate principal, and he conducted the school during the first
tcnn with succoss and to the satisfaction of the trustees and pupils.
In the succeeding tenns of the school the burdens falling upon
lfr. Pearl were accumulating nnd exacting. The buildings -were
too small and inconYeniont. Tho number of students was fully
maintained, but the availahle funds of the school were inadequate
for a reasonable support. In June, 18'11, the legislature donated
$5000, and the following year appropriated $8000 for the repair
and enlargement of the school building. Referring to the experience of the year ending in June, 18'13, the trustees in their annual
report say, " The labor imposed upon Mr. Pearl has been too
seYere; he cannot endure as much another term." In the light
of subsequent events the remark was a prophecy. Mr. Pearl died
soon after the report was submitted to the legislature. The first
principal of tho normal school is kindly remembered by all who
knew him. He was a faithful and tactful teacher, and a kind
and cultured gentleman. During the administration of Mr. Pearl,
Mr. Hadley remained in charge of the classical department.
Under the general direction of Joseph Burrows, Henry W.
Blair, and Rev. Anthony C. Hardy an addition, fifty by forty-six
foot, was built on the west side of the school building and a
Mansard roof built over the old and the new part of the building.
The contractor was Ellery D. Dunn of Littleton.
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In the contest over the location of the school, llenry W. Dlair
was an able and enthusiastic advocate of Plymouth, and during
the years of ita youth and feebleness he was a constant friend
and firm supporter of the institution. To him and his sagacious
eftorta the town and the school are mutually indebted.
Rev. Horatio 0. Ladd, A.M., was the second principal He
came to the school at the opening of the autumn term, 1873, and
conducted the school with a reasonable measure of suCCC88 until
the beginning of the autumn term, 1876, when he resigned. Tie
was a son of Gen. Samuel Greenleaf and Caroline D. (Vinal)
Ladd, and was hom in Hallowell, Me., Aug. 31, 1839; Bowdoin
College, 1855; Yale Theological School, 1863. He was a pastor
at Cromwell, Conn., a professor in Olivet College, and pastor at
Romeo, Mich., from 1869 to 1873. After his labors in this town .
he founded the University of Now Mexico und tho Ramona Indian
School, and remained president of these institutions ten years,
when he removed to New York City. He married, Aug. 6, 1863,
Harriet Abbott, a daughter of Rev. John S. C. Abbott. The
legislature appropriated $5000 in 1873 for salaries and small
repairs, and the same amount in 1874 and 1875 for repairs, fur·
niture, and books, and also made the· tuition free to the pupils
who agree to teach in the public schools of the state for a period
equal to the course of study pursued.
At the beginning of the autumn term, 1876, Ambrose. P. Kelsey, A.M., succeeded Mr. Ladd as principal. In their annual
report th~ trustees herald the coming of Mr. Kelsey with the following complimentary announcement. "Mr. Kelsey comes highly
recommended as an accomplished and successful teacher in similar
schools in other states, having been principal of tl1e State Normnl
School of Maine !lnd professor in the Albany State Normal School
of New York, and much is hoped, from his large experience and
judicious management, for the future welfare and success of the
school."
A latent opposition, which, during the administration of :Mr.
Ladd, had been in a considerable measure suppressed by the
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constant and sagacious effort of the friends of the institution, was
now renewed with increasing vigor and acerbity. It was freely
asserted that the school was only an academy supported by the
state for the benefit of a few. The support of a fostering public
sentiment was weakened, and the existing conditions inaugurated
a season of despondency and declension in the fortunes of the
school. In the legislature, in public discussion, and in the prints,
the loyal friends of the normal school, now pleading for financial
support and now battling a turbulent opposition, ably and successfully defended an institution which their earlier efforts had
:founded. The tide soon turned, and public sentiment, if sometimes hesitating and timid, has ceased to be unfriendly to the
:fortunes of the normal school.
During the administration of Mr. Kelsey less attention wu
given to instruction in the classics, and the school in its work was .
more distinctly normal. The number of students decreased, and
the reduced attendance extended into the early part of the term
of l1is successor. Having been appointed to a professorship in
Hamilton College, Mr. Kelsey resigned, and was succeeded in
February, 1879, by Henry Pitt Warren, who remained until the
close of the spring term, 1883. In announcing his resignation
tho trustees pny tlto following tribute to the :faithful service of
Mr. Warren. "To our great regret Principal H. P. Warren has
resigned, to cngngc in another educational enterprise, and we fool
that his dcpnrture is a heavy loss to the schooL For the last
five yenrs he has been doing ·most efficient service, whose value,
enbnnced by the difficulties under which he has labored, cannot
ensily be cstimnted. Mr. Warren brought experience, enthusiasm,
nnd scbolnrsltip to the work, joined to a high appreciation of the
charncter and purpose of such an institution. Through many
discouragements and perplexities he has endeavored with fidelity, ·
constancy, and devotion to realize his own ideal and ours and to
give it form and effect." Since he removed from Plymouth, Mr.
W nrron has been English master of an institute in Lawrenceville, N.J., and is now principal of the Albany (N.Y.) Academy.
(See Volume II.)
VOL.I.-21
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The fifth principal waa Charles 0. Rounds, A.M., Ph.D., who
remained thirteen years, adding fame to a well established rcpu·
tation. He waa a self-~liant, independent, laborious man. With
a term of service longer than that of any predecessor, gifted with
an unusual ability to instruct, and possessing the ready power to
govem the school and to control men and affairs, he raised the
institution from weakness to strength and establiShed it on an
enduring foundation.
If sometimes he asserted his matured convictions to the exclusion of the opinions of his associates, or waa forceful to the ex·
treme limit of gentlenese; it was forgotten in a willing recognition
of hie devotion to the school and his disciplined ability and entlm·
eiaam in the work of his profession. The school, aa he made it,
is a living witness of his ability, and the love and the respect
of many pupils attest the generous qualities of his heart and the
purity of his character. From Plymouth Mr. Rounds removed
in August, 1896, to New York City, where he died Nov. 8, 1901.
(See Volume II.)
Alfred H. Campbell, A.M., Ph.D., succeeded Yr. Rounds Oct.
9, 1896, and remained in charge of the school four years. The
interim of a few weeks waa acceptably filled by John A. Russell,
one of the aseistant teachers. In announcing the engagement of
Mr. Campbell, the trustees ba,·e left these words among the archives of the school : " His wide experience in educational work
-while principal of the State Normal School of Vermont, and other
schools, and his special study of Normal School methods, at home
and abroad, especially qualify him for the position." During his
administration the attendance at the school waa well sustained, and
his supervision and instruction were satisfactory.
The seventh and present principal of the State Normal School
is James E. Klock, who aseumed the charge of the institution in
August, 1900.
Very many of the aseistant and department teachers have rcn·
dered valuable service, and to them the success of the school is
largely due. The bravery of the private soldier is the foundation
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of the fame of the general in command. In an equal manner the
laurels of the school and the wrea~hs which crown the principal
are the leaves entwined by the diligence and competence of the
under instructors. Early in the administration of Mr. Rounds
the reasonable necessity for new and enlarged buildings was
apparent and generally admitted, and the increasing number of
pnpils requiring accommodation was an appeal the state could not
resist. For this purpose the legislature of 1889 made an
appropriation of $60,000 to be expended under a commission
appointed by the governor and council. In connection with this
Jlroccc<ling Amos M. Kidder, a liberal citi?.en of Plymouth,
JH"CIIclltc<l n tract of land adjoining for a site of the proposed
dormitory.
The building commission were Nahum T. Greenwood of New
J..ondon, Alpheus Gay of Manchester, and Amos :M. Kidder of
],Jymonth, nnd Ilcnd & Dowst of Manchester were the contractors.
Tho present convenient school building and the Normal Hall
were promptly completed, and were first occupied early in the
yenr 1891.
From the date of the original act of 18'10 until the section of
the Ja,v was rcpeale<l in 1879 the state board of education annually appointed a snpervisor of the normal school. The principal
of tho school, the state superintendent of public instruction, and
the snpervisor constituted a commission with power to prescribe
conrS<ls of stndy and the conditions of admission and graduation.
'J'ho snpcrvisors were Hiram Orcutt of Lebanon, one year;
]~phrnim Knight of New J~ondon, seven years; and Rev. Gerhc>r<lns T~. Demarest of Manchester, one year.
Thc 11npcrior mission of the institution and tho years of prosperity and of depression nrc expressed in an exhibit of the number
of grndnntes during the thirty-four years of its work in this state.
The whole number is eight hundred and twenty-five. On account
of the small number in attendance and a rearrangement of conditions, none were graduated during the year ending in the summer
of 1880.
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The :first treasurer of the institution was Charles }{. Whittier,
who died Sept. 18, 1881. He was succeeded by Charles A. Jewell,
who removed to Boston, Mass., in 1886. Frank W. Russell, who
decline? a re-election, was appointed to complete the unexpired
term of Mr. Jewell. Mr. Russell was succeeded by George H.
Adams, who has completed seventeen years of continuous service.
The annual reports of the treasurers are concise exhibits of the
:finances of the institution, presenting a full statement of the
receipts and expenditures of tho institution during thirty-three
years.
The state a}>propriations of $5000 in 1871 and $8000 in 1872
were mainly expended in repairs upon the buildings. From 1873
to 1887 the annual appropriation for maintenance was $5000,
with the exception of 1879, when $3000 was appropriated. Since
· 1887 the state has appropriated $7000 five years, $10,000 eight
years, $16,000 two years, and, beginning 1903, the annual appropriation is $25,000. The whole sum paid to the institution by
the stnto to the close of the school yonr 1903-4, including snlnry
of trustees and printing account, is $361,148.05. The amount
paid by the village district of Plymouth for tuition, as stipulated
in successive contracts, was increased from $600 to $3300 per
annum. Since tho establishment of the new high school, begin·
ning 1908, the sum is $1000. Tho whole sum paid by the district
f1·om 1871 to 1904 is $58,823.63.
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The act of 1870 provided for a board of seven trustees, two
from each of the three congressional districts and one at large.
Three were appointed for one year and four for two years. In
1872 the board was increased to fifteen, and in 1879 reduced to
five. At all times the governor and state superintendent of public
instntclion have been members ex officio of the board. Eighteen
governors have participated in tho proceedings of the trustees:
Stearns, Weston, Straw, Cheney, Prescott, Head, Bell, Hale,
Currier, Sawyer, Goodell, Tuttle, Smith, Busicl, Ramsdell, Rollins, J ordnn, and Bachelder. The superintendents of public instruction have been J obn W. Simonds of Franklin, two years;
Daniel G. Beede of Sandwich, one year; John W. Simonds, two
years; Charles A. Downs of Lebanon, four years; James W.
Patterson of Hanover, thirteen years; Fred Gowing of Nashua,
five and one-half years; and Channing Folsom of Dover, since
September, 1898. Fifty-nine persons have been appointed trustees,
with date of first appointment and term of service as follows:lfvxaa
DAft 011

l'nlft A.l'tonl 1. . .1'.

Dewitt C. Dnrgin, Newmarket, Sept. 22, 1870
Charles W. Pickering, Greenland, Sept. 22, 1870
George Dustnn, Petcrborongh, Sept. 22, 1870
Amos lindley, Concord, Sept. 22, 1870
George A. Bingham, Littleton, Sept. 22, 1870
Abel Herbert Bellows, Walpole, Sept. 22, 1870
Hiram Orcutt, Lebanon, April 7, 1871; at large
Paul A. Stackpole, Dover, Oct. 2, 1871
,John W. Simonds, Franklin, Oct. 2, 1871; declined.
Clinton S. Averill, Milford, Dec. 21, 1871
George T. Day, Dover, Aug. 6, 1872; died.
George R. W. Scott, Newport, Aug. 6, 1872
Samuel B. Page, Concord, Aug. 6, 1872
Atwood B. Meservey, New Bampton, Aug. 6, 1872;
<lecllned.
Hazen Bedel, Colebrook, Aug. 6, 1872
Daniel G. Beede, Sllndwich, Aug. 6, 1872
Joseph G. F.dgerly, Manchester, Aug. 6, 1872
King S. Ilall, Laconia, Aug. 6, 1872
John C. Ray, Dunbarton, Oct. 24, 1872

OIITil.lU
Diha'fiOL

6

8
8
1
7
A

6
5

8
8
8

7
1
6
7
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Reuben B. Jordan, 'famwortb, Sept. 4, 1878
Wllliaro 11. II. Allen, Newport, Feb. 10, 187-i
John D. Lyman, Exeter, Out. 24, 1874
William 11. Farrar, Somersworth, Oct. 24, 187(
William T. Norrie, Danbury, Oct. 2-i, 1874
Dauphin W. Buckminater, Keene, Joly 26, 1875
William A. Heard, Sandwich, July 26, 1875; declined.
Benjamin M. lfaaon, Moultonborough, May 25, 1876
F...dward L. Gcxtdant, Claremont, Sept. 5, 1876
Solon A. Carter, Keene, Sept. 6, 1876 ; declined.
Royal H. Porter, Keene, Sept. 6, 1876
Charles F. Stone, Laconia, Sept. 20, 1876
Paraona Brainard Cogswell, Concord, Sept. 20, 1876
Williaan M. Cbaae, Concord, Sept. 20, 1876
Howard F. Hill, Ashland, Sept. 20, 1876
Charles A. Jewell, Plymouth, Sept. 20, 1876
George B. Spalding, Dover, Ocl 2-i, 1876
A. Bardwell Haywood, Keene, Ang. 2!, 1878
Gerberdua L. Demarest, Manch~:~&ter, Ang. 22, 1878
Osman B. Way, Claremont, Scpl 6, 18i8
F..dwin A. Peterson, Greenland, Sept. 6, 1878
Daniel C. Roberta, Concont, July 30, 1879
William E. Buck, Manchester, July 80, 1879
HO!Iea W. Parker, Claremont, July 80, 1879
Edward B.S. Sanborn, Franklin, Sept. 9, 1885
Ah-ln Burleigh, Plymouth, Jan. 18, 1887
Eliza Nelson Blair, Manchester, Sept. 8, 1887
Amoa ~1. Kidder, Plymouth, Sept. 8, 1887
William H. Milohell, Littleton, Sept. 21, 1887
George H. Stearns, Manchester, Sept. 8, 1889
Jaaon H. Dudley, Colebrook, Sept. 8, 1889
Charles H. Sawyer, Dover, Sept. 8, 1889; declined.
Jobn Scales, Do\·er, Nov. 7, 1889
Cyrus Sargeant, Plymouth, Dec. 8, 1891
Channing Folsom, Dover, Dec. 8, 1891
James Clifford Simpson, Portsmouth, Feb. 28, 1897.
Henry H . Clark, Franconia, April11, 1899.
Henjl\min lo'. Dame, Newmarket, Nov. 22, 1899.
Jameall. Faaaett, Nashua, Nov. 22, 1899.
George D. 'fowne, Alancbeater, Nov. 22, 1899.
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EW HAMPSHIRE, in the early foundation of· a State
library and in the establishment of local libraries, has ever
maintained a foremost position. The first library movement was
inaugurated immediately after the Revolution. One of the earliest
and most influential advocates of local libraries was Rev. Jeremy
Belknap, D.D., the State historian. An able and convincing plea
in their behalf is found in the third volume of the History of New
Hampshire. The first local library in New Hampshire was the
Dover Social Library, of which Dr. Belknap was one of the incorporators and an active supporter. It was incorporated Dec. 18,
1792. The number of local libraries rapidly increased. They
were not founded, as in modem times, under the provisions of a
general statute, but each was created and existed under a special
act of incorporation.
Succeeding the pioneer library of Dover, fifty-six libraries were
incorporated before the close of the eighteenth century, one
hundred and sixteen before 1808, and one hundred and fiftysix before 1820. These were not free public libraries. The
books were owned and used by the incorporators and their
admitted ll880Ciatee, who were styled proprietors. . They were
su,pported by a ~x · upon the proprietors, who enjoyed exclusive
privileges, and were not unlike a subscription library of later
times. In the several acts of incorporation they were called social
libraries.
The story of a large majority of these early libraries is one of
decay and early extinction. They were founded on an existing
impulse without any assurance of future support. There were no
'library buildings, and the collection of boob was moved frQm
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house to house as often as a new librarian was chosen. The
general public was not enlisted.
If the number of volumes of these early libraries were measured
by aoores instead of by thousands, as at the present time, they ~ere
solid, instructive works and were read for instruction. The good
influence and educational work of the early libraries of New
Hampshire is demonstrated by the character and intelligence of
the generation which they served.
As a part of the early library movement the Plymouth Social
Library was incorporated June 10, 1807. The incorporators were:
Rev. Drury Fairbank, Dr. John Rogers, J otham Cummings, Jr.,
. Col. David Webster, William Webster, Moor Russell, Samuel
Wells, James Little, and John Porter, Eaq. By the terms of the
act the annual meetings for the choice of officers were held the first
Wednesday in January, and the proprietors were privileged to
receive donations and subecriptions not exceeding one thousand
dollars. The reoord book is lost, and how many years the Social
Library of Plymouth was maintained is not known.

To

PUBLIC LmB.A:&T.

To the young women of Plymouth the town is indebted for the
early establishment of a public library. In the summer of 1873
a number of young ladies who were associated in social life began
to disc\188 the project of founding a circulating library, with a
hope that a free public library would eventually succeed a modest
yet substantial beginning. Their ambition invited discU88ion, and
encouraged by the advice and friendly support of Senator Blair
and other good citizens of Plymouth, their first plans were enlarged
and matured. The Young Ladies' Circulating Library was organ·
ized Sept. 2, 1873. If this effort was a slender beginning, it
possessed the power of a lofty resolution and the vigor and the
bloom of the heroism of young and enthusiastic people. The
original membership of the organization was fourteen. Officers
were chosen at the first meeting. Ida M. Stearns was the first
president; Elizabeth Andrews Dodge, vice-president; Carrie
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Elizabeth Hall, secretary; Clara Thompson Clark, treasurer. The
directors were Ada Elizabeth Howe, Elizabeth Dearborn, Clara
Eaton Cummings, Annie M. Dearborn, and Julia Eliza Hobart.
The first librarian was Eliza Ann Hilton Cummings. It was an
excellent organization, but as yet it was not a library. They had
no books and no money with which to purchase them. The young
ladies conducted fairs and a series of entertainments, at which the
good will of the community was expressed in a liberal patronage.
With a generous sum of money, books were purchased, and early
in 187 4: the door of the library was opened. It was established
on the second floor of a small building on Main Street, immedi·
ately south of the present store of Charles J. Gould. Those who
enjoyed the benefit of the library paid an annual fee of one dollar,
and to enlarge the fund for the purchase of new books the young
Indies with tact and success made many appeals to the public.
Fairs, concerts, lectures, and dramatic entertainments followed in
rapid succession, and the library was enlarged from year to year.
In 1875 Capt. John Bertram of Salem, Mass., while sojourning
at the Pemigewasset House became interested in the successful
library work of the young ladies, and expressed his approbation
in a donation of five hundred dollars. A portrait of the donor is
hung in the library.
The purchase of the first courthouse in Plymouth and its removal to Court Street by Senator Blair is stated in another con·
nection. This was done in 1876, and the library was then removed
to its present home. In recognition of the good work of the library
association the town made an appropriation for its benefit in 1885
and renewed its support in several succeeding years.
' On account of important and radical changes in the laws of the
state regulating public libraries, and in order to permanently
establish the library in Plymouth upon the basis of a free publio
library, the town, since 1896, has chosen library trustees, and by
mutual arrangements has joined with the directors of the library
ft880Ciation in the general management of the library. The library
trustees elected by the town in 1896 were Frank W. Russell, three
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years; Alvin Burleigh, two years; and Henry C. Currier, one
year. In 1897 Caroline 8. Burns was elected, and Frank W.
RU88ell, Alvin Burleigh, and Caroline 8. Durns by re-election
have been the trustees to the present time. The librarians in the
order of service are Eliza Ann Hilton Cummings, Clara Thomp·
son Clark, Mary Emma Merrill, Annie Maria Dearborn, Julia
Eliza Hobart, Martha Higginson Leverett, and Caroline Ruth
Leverett. The present efficient librarian is Elizabeth Fox, a graduate of Wheaton Seminary.
The conditions of the present joint management of the library
are clearly defined in. the contract between the library trustoos of
the town and the directors of the association. This contract has
been continued by renewal since 1897. The terms of the agrooment are appended.
That the Directors of the Young Ladies Library Aasoclat~on, duly
empowered for the purpose, and the Library Trustees of the Town of
Plymouth, duly authorized by the vote of said town, mutually agree as
follows:
Said Directors in consideration of the sum of three hundred dollars
to be annually paid to them by said Town, agree that said Association
will furnish for the term of three years from the first day of April,
1902, for the free use of all inhabitants of the town, under such rules
and regulations as are now in force, and which are not to be changed
exoept by consent of both parties, itaJ complete library, together with
Ua library building, suitably heated, cared for and lighted, and will
furnish a competent libruian, who shall have charge of said library,
and also the books therein which are owned by the town, and which are
to remain, together with any other purchased hy, or in behalf of, tbe
town, for the use of all its inhabitants. Said Directors, in consideration aforesaid, further agree that said Association shall keep its
Library and the books aforesaid of the town, insured for its benefit
and that of the town as their respective interests may appear, and
f.llat whatever· part;· if any, of said annual payment of 1800. shall
remain unexpended by sailt Directors for current expenses, which
among other things shall include repairs on books and replacing those
worn out, shall be expended annually, or at the end of ealtl term, at the
option of the A880Ciation, in the purchase of books approved by said
Trnstees, which shall be the property of the town, and eo marked and
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used as a part of ita freo public library. Said Trustees agree 'bat in
consideration of the foregoing covenant& on the part of said .Asaocl·
ation, and its Directors, made and to be kept, the town of Plymouth,
'hrough said Trustees, will pay to said Association annually for the
term of three years from the first day of April, 1902, the sum of three
hundred dollars.

839

BIBTOBY OJ' PLYKOUTB.

XXill. THE PEMIGEWASSET WOMAN'S CLUB.

L

ONG has the fairy of Plymouth lived in the valley of the
Pemigewasset. The mothers and the maidens of the first
settlement greeted her as a sister and called her to their homes.
She is young and fair and beautiful, light and elastic in step,
and graceful and charming in every motion. Her face is as rosy
as the blush of morning and her voice, soft as a fiute, is as clear
and rippling as the laughter of brooks. Sbe wanders over tl1c
wooded hillside giving names to singing birds and gathering tho
sweet blossoms of spring by the side of running brooks. She
walks from home to home on the green meadows and sunny uplands, and many fiowers, before unknown in the valley, spring
up in her pathway. She is ever charmed with the beautiful in
nature that surrounds her, and she calls her sisters to behold
the grandeur of the mountains and the verdure of the meadows.
She timidly listens to the rage of the Pemigewasset in freshet,
and laughingly bathes her feet in the tranquil and repentant river
of summer. She sings while her sisters toil, and she lightens their
burdens of household cares, cheering them in the strength of moming and soothing them in the weariness of evening. She has a
chair at the fireside, where she listens to the carders of wool, the
hum of the spinning wheel, and the even click of the loom. She
sings to the toilers the cheering songs of industry and thrift. At
the shearing of the shoep she dances with joy, and is gayest and
happiest when counting the sheaves of a golden harvest. She
leads the children to the early schoolhouses, pleasing them with
elfish songs and fairy tales. The fairy of the valley, the good
goddess of Plymouth, rejoices with her sisters at the building of
a church and she kneels with them at the meetings o! prayer. She
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visits the sick, bringing flowers and the fresher bloom of her
gentleness and kindness. She lays her soft, cool hand on the brow
of fever and smooths the pillow of pain and suffering. She weeps
in the presence of death and she walks by the bier to the burial,
scatteri'ng blossoms upon the new-made grave. It is then the good
godtlcss, with a voice vibrant with tenderness and with words of
the gentlest sympathy, soothes the wounds of bereaved and sorrowing hearts. Tho good goddess, with eyes turned upward and
tearful, hears the harsh, discordant notes of war. Her heart of
gentleness ant! love is bleeding for her sisters as she touches them
with the wand of resignation and heroism. She calls them to
surrender fathers, husbands, brothers, and sons, but she gives
them strength and courage to say farewell with cheerful face
and unbroken voice when the heart is breaking.
This sweet fairy of the valley is the type of Plymouth womanhood. No one woman has lived as long or wrought as much as
the good gotldess, but collectively the pure lives and good works
of tho mothers and the maidens of Plymouth, during one hundred
nnd forty years, have fulfilled all the attributes of a pure and
lofty model. As long as the women of Plymouth imitate the
grnc{ls nnd virtues of the mothers the good goddess will not
for!lnkc tlwm. If she grieves when some new woman wanders
from tho lofty models &f pious mothers and strays too far
from the altar of home, sho will still attend her sisters into
new fields of learning, culture, and human progress, rejoicing with them in the substantial advancement in education
that admits a woman's club among the best ideals of city and
country life.
On n summer afternoon :fifteen women of Plymouth assembled
to consider the foundation of a woman's club. The place of the
meeting was Normal Hall and the date was June 26, 1897. The
club was instituted, and on the pages of each year is recorded the
evidence of progress and prosperity. The charter members are
Charlotte (Dearborn) Fox, Etta F. (Draper) Maynard, Mabel
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L Greeley, Ada E. (Howe) Keniston, Annie (Burgess) Hull,
Louisa (Hall) Russell, Maria A. (Dolloff) Hodge, Glennie
(Bartlett) Adams, Elvira (Page) Burleigh, Caroline (Sargeant)
Burns, Blanche (Plaisted) Wentworth, Jennie (Lyford) Fellows,
Jennie J. (Adams) Webster, :Marion (Blake) Campbell, Arabella
(Roberta) :Mason.
The good goddess of Plymouth cheerfully and confidently submitted all the details of the organization to the wisdom of her
assembled sisters, entreating only for the insertion of one article
in the constitution. In a clear bold hand she wrote: " The object
of this club shall be to broaden and strengthen the moral, social,
and intellectual life of ita members and. through them to IWlke
itself a power for good in the community."
Over thirty meetings are held each year, and in the arrangement
of numbers for essay, discussion, or review nearly all the members
are enlisted and benefited by the discipline of personal effort. A
few of the evenings of each annual course are reserved for lectures,
to which the public are welcomed. Among the men and women
of reputation who, under the auspices of the Woman's Club, have
entertained and instructed the people of Plymouth are Russell
Herman Conwell of Philadelphia, William G. Ward, :May Alden
Ward and Louis Charles Elson of Boston, DeWitt Miller of Mary·
land, Charles Francis Richardson of Dartmouth ·College, Eliza
(Nelson) Blair and Olive (Rand) Clarke of Manchester, Sarah
A. ( Gerould) Blodgett of Franklin, Mary Elizabeth Blair of
Plymouth,· and Frank West Rollins and Lillian (Carpenter)
Streeter of Concord.
The officers of the club are a president, two vice-presidents, a
recording and a corresponding secretary, a treasurer, six directors,
a lecture committee of four, and a social committee of five mem·
hera. A member is eligible to a second but not to a third consecutive el~tion to the same office. ,. The present membership
is seventy-two, and the bow of promise in brilliant hues is
reflected in the .light of unity and progress. Since the organi·

THE l'EMIOEWASSRT WOMAN'S OLUD.

835

zation of the club six members have occupied the chair eight
yenrs:Elvira (PRge) Burleigh, 1897, 1898.
Marian (Blake) Campbell, 1899.
Jennie J. (Adams) Webster, 1900, 1901, 1908.
Glennie (Bartlett) Adams, 1902.
Ruth (McClure) Chase, 1904:.
Sarah Kate (Smith) Adams, 1905.
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XXIV. POST-ROUTES AND POST-OFFICES.

F

ROM the settlement of Plymouth in 1764 until near the
close of the Revolution there was only one post-office in
New Hampshire. Under the colonial government a post-office
was maintained several years at Portsmouth with Eleazer Russell
postmaster. The provincial congress established a post-office at
Exeter and appointed Samuel Penhallow postmaster. There were
mail communications between Portsmouth and Boston, and after
1776 between Exeter and Portsmouth, but there were no mailroutes to other towns in New Hampshire. The first mail-route
and the first post-office, beside the official post-office at the seat of
government, were established by the State of New Hampshire
several years after the colony had ceased tO exist.
With the present association of post-offices · and the transportation of mail with the government of the United States, it should
be remembered that there was no Federal government and only
a confederation of States until 1789. In the meantime New
Hampshire had made material progress in the establishment of
postal and other public conveniences and in the perfection of a
State government.
A few months previous to the surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown the legislature of this State, June 27, 1781, directed the
establishment of a post-route from Portsmouth through Plymouth
to Haverhill, returning to Portsmouth by way of Charlestown and
Keene. The full circuit was to be made once in every fourteen
days. The immediate object was to effect a more speedy distri·
bution of government papers and incidentally to accommodate
the public. In this act is the call to the first post-rider or mailcarrier in New Hampshire.
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In July, 1781, John Balch of Keene and Meshech Weare were
in conference at Exeter, and there consummated a contract.
State of
New Hampshire

11f CoMMITTJia or Sunr.
Enna Jalyl7 17Sl .

Pursuant to a vote of the Gen. Aetsembly of the 27th of ,June, 1781
authorizing the Committee of Safety to establish a Poet to ride from
Portsmou\h to to the western parte of this State & agreeable to the
proposal of :&lr. John Balch of Keene, he the said John Balch is hereby
appointed a Post rider for the term of three months to set out from
Portsmouth on Saturday morning to ride to Haverhill by \he way of
Concord and Plymonth thence down the river to Charlestown, Keene
atu.l to Portsmouth again, which tour is to be punctualls performed
once in eACh and every fourteen days, during said term, unless this
Committee shall think it most convenient for the public good that the .
said Balch should eomeLimee alter hie Rout. The said Balch is to
convey all public Acts, LeUers and Dispatches free from Charge. For
which Service he shall receive from this State the sum of Seventy haJ.'d
Dollars or Paper money equivalent.
M. Wz.&.u, Preed!

I, John Balch do hereby agree to the foregoing proposals and engage
punctually to perform the duty of Post-rider agreeably tht~reto
JoaN BALOn.

John Balch, a son of Andrew and Bethiah (Lovett) Balch, was
horn in Beverly, Mass., Oct. 12, 1735; while a lad the family
removed to Keene. He served in the Revolution.
For more than two years he was the trusted bearer of the
dispatch<>s of the government, the communications of business,
the greetings of friendship, the pleadings of love, and the intelligence of sorrow.
Long live the memory of John Balch, the first post-rider of New
Hampshire, the first to bring a mail to Plymouth. In summer's
sun and winter's storm he rode his weary circuit. He traversed
forests, forded rivers, and climbed the mountains. His memory
was stored with news and his saddle bags were filled with letters
for many people. How the hoofs of his horse pounded the mellow
roads of Lower Intervale as he rode straight to Webster's Inn.
Hero he delivered packets of war to Colonel Webster, communicavor..t.-22
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tiona of State to the selectmen, letters and invoices to the merchants, letters of news and friendship to others, the smalJer
missives, more neatly folded, to blushing youth, and, alas, sometimes the sad intelligence of death, written and read through the
misty veil of tears.
In November, 1785, the legislature established two routes and
provided for two post-riders. The first route is dcecribcd in tho
records "from Portsmouth through Exeter, Nottiughnm OonC(lrll
& Plymouth to Haverhill and from thence down Connecticut river
to Charlestown from thence through Keene Amherst and Exeter
to Portsmouth and alternately from Portsmouth through Exeter,
Amherst Keene and Charlestown to Haverhill and return by Ply·
. mouth, Concord, Nottingham & Exeter to Portsmouth." This was
called the western route. The second, called the northern, route
was from Portsmouth through Dover and around Winnepesnukee
Lake, through Gilmanton and Dover to Portsmouth.
The routes were revised in March, 1786, and the post-rider,
passing through Plymouth, was to leave Portsmouth every Monday
for Plymouth, Haverhill, Orford, and Hanover, returning to
Portsmouth by way of Boscawen, Northfield, Canterbury, Epsom,
and Newmarket.
With the growth of the State and the increasing number of
towns demanding consideration, the legislature could not long defer
an enlargement of the existing system. In February, 1791, four
routes were established. The second route was from Concord
through Doscawen, Salisbury, Andover, New Claostor, Plymouth,
Haverhill, Piermont, Orford, Lyme, Hanover, Lebanon, Enfield,
Canaan, Grafton, Alexandria, Salisbury to Concord. The com·
pensation of the post-rider was fixed at £12 semiannually. At tho
same time it was voted that " the postage on all private single
letters be six pence for every forty miles and four pence for
every number of miles less than forty and other letters and packetts
according to their weight and bulk, which shall be exclusive per·
quisites of the post-riders carrying the same."
There was a post-office at Portsmouth several years before any
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others were established in the State. From this office letters and
parcels from abroad were distributed by the post-riders. Under
the authority of the joint resolution of Feb. 15, 1791, the president and council, March 18, 1791, established ten post-offices and
appointed an equal number of postmasters. The post-offices were
at Portsmouth, Exeter, Dover, Plaistow, Concord, Amherst, Ply~
mouth, Haverhill, Hanover, Charlestown, and Keene. At the
snme time Dr. John Itogcrs was appointed postmaster of Plymouth.
Ile was the first postmaster in this town and the only one in
Plymouth appointed by the State.
In March, 1786, Jeremiah Libbey of Portsmouth was appointed
postmaster-general of New Hampshire. This action was held to
be in conflict with the powers of the confederation, and the action
of the executive of this State was modified. In July following he
wns appointed superintendent of post-routes and of the post-office
at Portsmouth.
Jolm Balch, the pioneer post-rider, having completed the contract for three months was continued in service upon the route
through Plymouth until August, 1783. He was succeeded by
Timothy Balch, who rode the circuit over two years. At this time
two post;routes were established in November, 1785. Samuel
Bean was appointed " to perform as rider " on the route through
this town, and Jeremiah Libbey was requested to furnish him
with instructions. In connection with the establishment of four
routes in 1791, John Lathrop of Lebanon was appointed to the
rout.o through Plymouth and Samuel Bean was transferred to
smother route. Ozias Silsby of Acworth was a post-rider many
years after 1791 and mainly in the southern part of the Sta~
Upon the route through Dover and around Lake Winnepesaukee,
called the northern route, Samuel Dearborn and Nahum Akerman
were post-ritlers in 1786 and 1787. In later years, and before the
advent of stages, Ezekiel Moore of Canterbury, Peter Sleeper of
Bridgewater, and Josiah Abbot of Concord were post-riders between
Concord and Plymouth. Sa.muel and Moses Harriman, sons of
John and Sarah (Heath) Harriman of Bridgewater, were post-
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riders, and Moses is said to have driven the first stage into Plymouth. They were not long employed in the carriage of tho mail.
Both settled in Stewartstown. The last poet-rider from Haverhill through Plymouth was Silas May. He carried the mail upon
horseback and later was a driver of the mail-ooachee. About
midway of his career he drove a light covered wagon drawn by
one horae, and in this way he supplied the miBBing link between
the saddle bags and the mail-ooach. Considerable has been written
of Silas May, and all the writers have called him Col Silas May.
A prolonged eftort to secure some definite information of this
pioneer in the mail service has been attended with negative results.
He did not buy or sell land in Grafton County. There is no
record of his estate in the probate records of the county. He was
not appointed a colonel in New Hampshire. He was not a myth
because he was the defendant in several petty suite in 1820 and
1821. At this time he was a resident of Haverhill, and was taxed
in that town 1819, 1820, and 1821. In the record of these suite
no military title is chronicled. !fe was a colonel only by the
brevet of courtesy.
For several years the rate of postage for a single letter not
exceeding forty miles was eight cents, over forty and not exceeding
ninety miles ten cents, over ninety and not exceeding one hundred
and fifty miles twelve and one-half cents, over one hundred and
fifty and not exceeding three hundred miles seventeen cents, over
three hundred and not exceeding five hundred miles twenty cents,
over five hundred miles twenty-five cents. The miles in tho
schedule was the measure of the route and not of the letters.
A full account of the linea of stages from Haverhill to Con·
cord, like the history of a railroad, is not within the exclusive
province of the history of any one town. The chronicles of the
early and later stage linea, the names of the proprietors, mnnne,acrs,
and drivers, the contentions over highwnys, and the building of
turnpikes aftord the material for an interesting and instructive
chapter of the history of a county or a State. The lines of stages
were not corporations, and the State archives afford no information,
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and the page of local history is richer in romance than in historical
data. In the new History of Concord is found an excellent and
helpful article by Henry McFarland from the standpoint of Concord as a stage centre. To William Tarlton should be given the
honor of being one of the pioneers in the establishment of a stage
line from Concord to Haverhill. He was a resident of Piermont,
but wns intimately associated with the people of Haverhill. In
1811, nnd while he was the sheriff of Grafton County, be was
associated with many others in a first effort to establish a line
of stnges over this route. It is generally admitted that a stage
mndo regular trips for several months. The History of Haverhill
asserts thnt the driver of the stage at this time was William
Smart. The History of Warren says be was Peter Smart. Whoever is called as a referee to decide which of these worthy men
drove tho first stage on this route through Plymouth should be informed that Peter Smart, the famous driver of mail-coaches, in
the summer of 1811 was seventeen years of age. All the writers
are agreed that the first gallB:Dt attempt to establish a line of
stages from Haverhill to Concord was early abandoned.
A line of stages was established in 1814:, and the mail-coaches
made regular trips until the railroads drove them from the road.
It is asserted by mnny that Robert Morse of Rumney was the
founder of the line which was established at this time.
Robert :Morse, son of Stephen and Sally (Kay) Morse, was
born in Haverhill in 1'192 and became a resident of Rumney. For
many years he was the manager and proprietor of the stages
between Haverhill and Concord. In the past and future chronicles
of his time he deserves honorable mention. He was an able
manager and an efficient promoter of the stage business in Grafton
County. No writer has credited him with a measure of ability
and enterprise he did not possess, but it is possible that the traditions of the county have introduced him upon the stage a few
years before the fact. There were many who were interested and
who contributed substantially to the founding of the business.
Among these were Col. David Webster, Col. William Webster,
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Moor Russell, and J abez Hatch Weld of Plymouth. At timos in
later years there is evidence that Robert Morse was sole proprietor,
and he also was interested in other lines of stages. Many of the
early coaches did not transport the maiL The government established post-routes without much regard to the routes of the stages,
and contracts were made with post-riders and with persons who
drove a light wagon drawn by one horse. The mail was carried
to and from Plymouth by private conveyance until after 1820.
In the spring of 1817 a contract was made for carrying the mail
from Concord, through Salisbury, Andover, New Chester, Bridgewater, to Plymouth, thence by New Holderness, New Hampton,
Salisbury, Boscawen to Concord. The mail was to leave Concord
every Tuesday morning and arrive at Plymouth Wednesday at
eleven in the forenoon; returning leave Plymouth Wednesday at
two in the afternoon and arrive at Concord Thursday at six in the
afternoon. The driver on this route was Simon Harris of Bridgewater. In 1820 Samuel Tallant, who had been a post-rider, began
the carriage of the mails in a light coach drawn by two horses,
making, for a year or more, semi-weekly trips from Concord to
Plymouth. Soon after 1820 the government established a mailroute from Concord through Plymouth to Haverhill, which followed the line of the railroad as subsequently located. At the
same time another post-route was established from Concord through
Bristol, Bridgewater, West Plymouth, and Rumney to HaverhilL
As will appear, over these two routes permanent lines of stages
and mail-coaches were run many years.
In the newspapers of the time the :Morse stages were advertised
to leave Concord for Haverhill daily, one-half of ·the stages going
by way of Canterbury and Plymouth village and the others by·
way of Bristol and the :Mayhew turnpike. All of these stages
traversed the same route from the northern terminus of the Mayhew turnpike at West Plymouth to Haverhill. The two routes
were under one management and tho drivers were frequently transferred from one to the other.
In a schedule of stages leaving Concord in 1842, prepared by
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Henry McFarland, there is mention of a stage leaving the Phenix
Hotel every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday for Haverhill by
way of Plymouth village, and' one leaving the American House
every Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday by way of Bristol and
tho Mnyhow turnpike. At this time tho driver through Plymouth
wns J>cnhody A. Morse, and over tlio Mayhew turnpike the driver
wus William ll. French, well remembered as Bailey French.
In 1826, through the active infiuence of Nathan Pike of Waterford, Vt., David Moor Russell, William Wallace RusseJI, William
Webster, and Stevens Merrill of Plymouth, Truman Stevens and
Isaac Abbott of Littleton, and others in the vicinity, a line of
stages from Waterford, Vt., through Littleton and Franconia
Notch was inaugurated. This line, without great prosperity and
with some minor changes of route, was continued until the building of the Pemigewasset Valley Railroad. In Plymouth, where
tho conches connected with tho through lines from Haverhill to
Concord, this line was caJled tho Littleton stngo. The property
was owned by Truman Stevens and Isaac Abbott of Littleton
and later by George W. Little and Harrison B. Marden of Plymouth. In the later years the coaches were lettered "Plymouth
& Franconia Mts." Damon Y. Clark, who died in Littleton in
1900, nnd Seth Greenleaf were drivers on this route.
Among those who wore drivers, and also at some time owners
of an interest in some of the stage lines passing through or centring in Plymouth, were Harrison B. Marden, Charles Norton,
Henry Abbot, George W. Little, Frank Thompson, and Seth Ford.
Seth Greenleaf, James F. Langdon, and Wilbur C. Stearns were
veterans of tlie whip. Their routes generally were not through
this to\vn, The Morse brothers- Peabody A., Thomas. J., and
Stephen C., sons of Robert Morse the proprietor - and William B•
French, who married a daughter of the proprietor, are well remembered by the aged residents of Plymouth. Other drivers were
Willard Graves, known as Judge Graves, J abez Burnham, Willis
Hall, Alvin T. Burleigh, John E. Little, Leonard Brock, Curtis
Clark, Ira Muzzey, and Charles Sanborn.
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The United States Government assumed control of the post-offioo
of Plymouth in 1795, and Dr. John Rogers, who was the only
postmaster under the authority of the State, became tho first postmaster under the general government. The post-office was at his
residence on South Main Street. He was a Federalist, and early
in the administration of Thomas J eft'eraon he was succeeded by
Dr. Jonathan Robbins, who belonged to the other party. It is
said that when Dr. Robbins received the mail and supplies of the
office, be inquired of his predecessor if that was all be would need
in the future conduct of the business, to which Dr. Rogers replied
that he would need nothing more except brains. Dr. Robbins
lived where Amasa W. Avery now resides, and there the post-office
remained thirteen years. Nathan Harris, a merchant near the
corner of Highland and Langdon streets, succeeded Dr. Robbins
and held the office until 1825, when CoL William Webster was
appointed early in the administration of John Quincy Adams.
Colonel Webster removed the post-office to the hotel, on the site
of the Pemigewasset House, and there it remained nearly thirteen
years, when he was succeeded by Joseph Powers in 1837, who
removed the office to a frame building where Rollins Block now
stands. The political tables were turned at the time of the inauguration of William Henry Harrison. In May, 1841, Denison
R. Burnham, greatly to the delight of the Whigs, was appointed
postmaster and removed the office to the hotel. Four years later
the Whigs were defeated, and Timothy Eastman was appointed to
succeed Mr. Burnham. He placed the office in a building which
stood on the site of the dwelling-house of Henry George. In the
succeeding presidential election the Democrats were defeated.
Denison R. Burnham was again appointed postmaster, and the
office was removed a third time to the site of the Pemigewaaaet
House. In 1852 John T. Cutter succeeded Mr. Burnham, and the
office was removed to the building where it was accommodated during the term of Joseph Powers. In 1857 Timothy Eastman was
again appointed, and the office was accommodated in the building
next south of the Tyler House, where it remained nearly four years.
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Walter D. Blaisdell was appointed postmaster in June, 1861, and
was continued in office nearly twenty-six years. He did not remove
the office when he assumed the control, but later he removed it
to a building in Quality Row, east of the common, which has since
been removed. Chauncey A. Fellows succeeded Mr. Blaisdell, and
he removed the office to Kidder Block. John Mason was appointed
in 1891, William G. Hull, 1895, and Walter W. Mason, 1899, and
the post-office has continuously remained in Kidder Block. The
exact date of the several appointments are as follows: .John Rogers, July 1, 1795.
Jonathan Robbins, July 1, 1802.
Nathan Harris, Aug. 4, 1815.
William Webster, June 7, 1825.
Joseph Powers, April15, 1837.
Denison R. Burnham, May 19, 1841.
Timothy Eastman, May 16, 1845.
Denison R. Burnham, March 20, 1849.
John T. Cutter, Dec. 80, 1852.
Timothy Eaetman, Nov. 4, 1857.
Walter D. Blaisdell, June 18, 1861.
Chauncey A. Fellows, Feb. 22, 1887•
•John Mason, Jan. 27, 1891.
William G. Ilnll, Jan. 21, 1895.
Wnlter W. Mason, March 2, 1899.

In 1830 a post-office was established at West Plymouth and
was discontinued Sept. 6, 1900. Thirteen postmasters have been
appointed: Dearborn H. Hilton, May 19, 1880.
Taylor P. Hannaford, April 14, 1881.
Peter Flanders, March 22, 1832.
Thomas Paine, July 22, 1835.
Joseph Fifield, April 8, 1840.
Joseph D.Osgood, Sept. 80, 1841.
Thomas Milligan, March 18, 1852.
James Cochran, July 28, 1855.
Charles S. Bunker, Feb. 26, 1857.
James W. lloffman, April 1, 1859.
LeviS. Gordon, March 17, 1860.
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Richard G. Stearns, July 1,, 1870.
Disoontinued Nov. 1, 1892.
Re-eatablisbed July 6, 1898.
Harrison B. Page, July 6, 1898.
Discontinued Sept. 6, 1900.

At the present time the Plymouth post-office is conveniently
located in Kidder Block, and is conducted by Walter W. Mason,
postmaster; Edson M. Barker, assistant postmaster; and Lucy
B. Smith, clerk. The gross receipts for the year 1904 were
$7700. Connected with the post-office are four rural free delivery
routes. No. 1, established Sept. 1, 1900, Adin H. Philbrick,
carrier, extends to West Plymouth, returning by way of Rowe's
Corner and Livermore Falls. No. 2, established Nov. 1, 1900,
Walter D. Philbrick, carrier, extends through Lower Intervale
to Bridgewater, returning by way of Bridgewater Hill, and accommodating families in the south part of the town of Plymouth.
·No. 3, established April 1, 1901, Charles P. Dyer, carrier,
is to Campton, from thence to Campton Bog and returning by
way of Beech Hill. No. 4, established April 1, 1901, John M.
Russell, carrier, extends to Sqnam Lake, returning east of Mount
Prospect.
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THE PEKioBwASSET BANx.

T

HE Grafton Bank at Haverhill was incorporated 1803. The
second bank organized in Gr~ton County was the Pemigewassct Bank at Plymouth. It was incorporated July 2, 1825, and
began business previous to March, 1825. It was a State bank of
discount, i88uing bills redeemable in specie and conducting a busi·
ness similar to that of the banking institutions of the time. The
banking-room was in the north end of the brick house occupied by
William 0. Thompson, which stood on the site of the present
Kidder Block. There, with a reasonable measure of success, the
bank conducted business twenty years, when the corporation was
dissolved. According to the usage of the time, the charter was
limited to twenty years. In 1845 a new charter was secured for
an additional term of twenty years, but the organization was not
continued.
The incorporators named in the charter of 1825 were prominent
men of this town and vicinity. Those not otherwise designated
were residents of Plymouth. They were William Webster, Oaleb
Keith of Wentworth, Stephen Grant, Moor Russell, Josiah Quincy
of Rumney, Phineas Walker, John Rogers, Ira Goodall, a lawyer
of Bath, Joseph Flanders of Bristol, Joseph Weld, William Oaldwell of Groton, Enoch Oolby, Jr., of Thornton, and Isaac Smith
of Franconia. By the terms of the act of incorporation the capital
stock was not le88 than $30,000 or more than $100,000. The
managers organized with a capital stock of $50,000. The first
cashier was William 0. Thompson, who served two years. Mr.
Thompson was a busy lawyer, and the bank was in his oftlce.
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At hia mggeation William Green of Concord was appointed cashier
early in 1828. Mr. Green remained the cashier of the bank until
it was dissolved, a period of eighteen years. He was a faithful
servant of the bank and a useful citizen. The books and records
of the bank are probably in existence, but their location is unknown
to the people of Plymouth. In the poaaeaaion of :Mrs. Robinson, a
daughter of William Green, is the original resolution, of which a
copy follows: Pa.ncouTD March 14, 1845.

At a meeting of the directors of the Pemigewaaaet Bank :March 12,
184:5 the following reaoiution was unanimously adopted.

Resolved, That William Green, Esq. is justly entitioo to the conftdence and respect of the board for the faithful and able discharge of
hia duties as Cashier of this Bank, for the last seventeen years and for
hia kind and courteous deportment towards ail interested in the affaire
of the institution and that the clerk be directed to give said Green a
certified copy of their resolution. A true copy.
WILLIAK W. RussELL, Clerk.
At the organization of the bank Arthur Livermore was chosen
president. At the close of the year he resigned as president and
declined a re-election as director. The second president was Daniel
Smith of New Hampton, who served four years and was succeeded
by William Webster of Plymouth, who was the president of the
bank from 1831 to 184:5.
During the twenty years which measure the life of the bank
there· was a board of seven directors elected annually. In 184:5
there was one vacancy. The following list gives the date of a
mat election to the board and the number of years of service of
each director, and represents an aggregate of one hundred and
thirty-nine years. The residence of the several directors is Plymouth unless otherwise stated.
William Webster, 1825, twenty years; John Rogers, 1825, twenty
yeara; William C. Thompson, 1880, sixteen years; Josiah Quincy of
Rumney, 1825, four years, and 188•, twelve years; Jehabod C. Bart·
lett of Briatol, 1882, fourteen years; William W. Ruaaell, 1885, eleven
yean; Daniel Smith of New Hampton, 1826, four years, and 1889, six
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years; David M. Russell, 1825, nine years; Rufus G. Lewis of New
Hampton, 1880, six years; Isaac Smith of Franconia, 1825, four years;
Stevens Merrill, 1880, four years; Gov. William Badger of Gilmanton, 1827, three years; Daniel Lewis, residence unknown, 1886, t.hree
yeors; Jonas Richardson, residence unknown, 1880, two years; Arthur
Livermore of Holderness, 1825, one year.
·

At the expiration of the first charter, the Pemigewasset Bank
was again incorporated. The act was approved Dec. 25, 184:4.
The incorporators were Samuel Burns of Rumney, William
Webster, Thomas Clark, James McQuesten, William W. Russell,
J olm Rogers, J oscph D. Osgood, and Aaron Goodwin of Rumney.
There was no organization under the second charter, and the
directors of the bank secured the passage of an act giving them
two additional years in which to complete the work of liquidation.
To complete the record of State banks, mention is made of an
effort in 1848 to establish the Plymouth Dank to succeed the
Pemigewasset Dank. A charter was granted and approved Jan. 3,
1840. The incorporators were Robert Bums, William W. Russell,
John Keniston, William C. Thompson, Isaac Merrill of Warren,
Josiah Qunicy of Rumney, Abraham Ward of Rumney, David
Hazleton of Hebron, William Clark of Campton, Obadiah Smith
of Holderness, Peter Walker of Thornton, John Currier of Wentworth, nnd Samuel Burns of Rumney. An organization was not
perfected.
TnE PEAUOEWASSET NATIONAL BANK.

The subscribers to the capital stock of the Pemigewasset
N ationnl Bnnk held the first formal meeting and filed articles
of association Oct. 8, 1881. At this meeting a board of seven
directors wns chosen. They were Nathan H . Weeks, Carlos M.
Morse, George H. Adams, Plummer Fox, all of Plymouth, and
John W. Peppard of Rumney, Thomas S. Pulsifer of Campton,
and Nathaniel P. Batchelder of Ashland. There was no change in
the board until January, 1888, when Carlos M. :Morse, John W.
Peppard, and N athnniel P. Batchelder retired and were succeeded
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by Charles H. Bowles of Plymouth, Charles B. Griswold of
Haverhill, and FrankL. Hughes of Ashland. In February, 1888,
Plummer Fox resigned and John Mason of Plymouth was elected.
Nathan H. Weeks died Sept. 12, 1889, and Frederick P. Weeks
was elected to fill the vacancy. John Mason retired Aug. 24, 1894,
and was succeeded by Dean S. Currier. Charles B. Griswold and
Dean 8. Currier retired in January, 1900, and were succeeded by
Davis B. Keniston and Scott N. Weeks. George II. Adams and
Thomas 8. Pulsifer are the only remaining members of the orig·
inal board of directors. The first president was Nathan II.
Weeks, who served until his death, when George H. Adams was
elected, who has served the institution in this capacity fifteen
years. The first cashier was Osman B. Copeland, who remained
until January, 1888. He is now cashier of a bank at West Ran·
dolph, Vt. The second and present cashier, Rodney E. Smytl1o,
was elected Jan. 21, 1888. John E. Smith served the institution
as assistant cashier from April 18, 1896, until May 4, 1903. He
resigned when elected treasurer of the savings bank. The wisdom
of the trustees in management, and the efficiency of the cashiers in
the discharge of an exacting duty, are demonstrated in the good
reputation and substantial prosperity of the bank. The capital
stock is $75,000 and the surplus and undivided profits is over
$77,000, and during the years of its existence a regular and
increasing dividend has rewarded tho officials of the bank with tho
confidence and approval of the stockholders.
From 1881 to 1885 the bank was located in the Pemigewasset
House. In the meantime a building site was purchased and the
present commodious building was constructed. It was first occu·
pied in 1885.
TuE

PLYMOUTH GuARANTY SAVINO& DANK.

This is the first savings bank organized in Plymouth. It was
incorporated 1889, and was organized Oct. 7, 1889. The original
guarantee fund was $25,000, which was increased April 1, 1898,
to $35,000, Nov. 4, 1901, to $45,000, and Oct. 7, 1908, to
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$60,000. The surplus fund in July, 1904, was $26,200, and the
total deposits amounted to $534,769.38. The history of this bank
is a continued record of growth and of cautious and successful
management. The business is conducted in rooms of the National
Bank building. There is a board of eleven trustees. The original
board wore Charles H. ]Jowlcs, Goorge H. Adams, Davis B. Keniston, Frederick P. Weeks, Benjamin Sanborn of Campton, Elliott
n. Hodge, Alvin Burleigh, Rodney E. Smythe, Amos M. Kidder,
John :Mason, and FrankL. Hughes. The five trustees first named
have been re-elected at each meeting and have completed fifteen
years of continuous service. In 1893 Charles J. Gould was
elected to succeed Elliott B. Hodge, who died Dec. 5, 1893. Alvin
Burleigh and Rodney E. Smythe retired in 1895 and were succeeded by Scott N. Weeks and Henry C. Currier. John Mason died
Sept. 9, 1898, and Amos M. Kidder retired 1898. These vacancies
were filled by the election of Edward H. Sanborn of Campton
and Dean S. Currier. Dean S. Currier removed to Colebrook
1899, and was succeeded by David B. Pulsifer of Campton.
Frank L. Hughes died 1903, and John E. Smith was elected
Oct. · 7, 1903.
The first treasurer of the Plymouth Guaranty Savings Bank'
was Rodney E. Smythe. His duties were discharged with unfailing accuracy and faithfulness. After over thirteen years of continuous service he resigned May 4, 1903, when John E. Smith was
elected.
Charles H. Bowles was elected president at the organization of
the bank, and with continued expression of confidence and regard
he has been annually elected to the present time. In the organization of the institution there has been an investment committee of
three trustees. Charles II. Bowles and George H. Adams have
served continuously from the date of organization. The third
member was Amos M. Kidder, who was succeeded, 1896, by Davis
B. Keniston.
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XXVI.

MILLS AND MANUFACTURES.

T

HE saw mill and the grist mill are the most serviceable
utilities of civilization. The early erection of a grist mill
in Plymouth saved many tiresome journeys to the older towns,
and everywhere the saw mill has been the herald of mansions,
the pretentious successors of the log cabins. The donation of
lands or money by the proprietors of towns, to ensure the early
erection of mills, is a fa.miliar incident in the annals of New
Hampshire. In August, 1763, and before a permanent settlement
had been made in Plymouth, the proprietors assembled in Dunstable and voted that in the division of the township into lots
there be reserved " a proper piece of Land for Building mills and
that the committee for Laying out the Lands agree with sum
person to Build a mill in said Town." The members of the
committee were David Hobart, Elnnthan Blood, and William
Nevins. At a meeting held at the inn of Samuel Cummings in
Hollis in January, 1764, the proprietors voted:That two sets of mill Irons be purchased, viz: for a corn mill and a
saw mill and Oneslpbents )farsh appearing and offering to goo to pcneycook and speak for the said Irons within this Fortnight and voted that
be have three pounds, silver money, for this service; then voted that
Josiah Brown imploy Proper person to Carey up the mill irons to the
Township of Plymouth this winter and that be be paid for the same bj·
this Propt·icty.

It will appear that Elnathan Blood, one of the committee to
contract for the building of the mills, made certain propositions
on the subject. For this reason he was excused from the committee, and Josiah Brown was chosen to serve with David Hobart
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and William Nevins. In May, 176·1, David Webster was chosen
to succeed William Nevins, and the new committee was instructed
to secure the completion of the mille during the ensuing summer,
an<l thnt they be erected on the " most convenient place upon Mill
brook." '!'his is a small brook flowing north into Baker's River.
As the summer was fading into autumn the proprietors voted,
Sept. 3, 1764:To Give Elnathnn Blood and Benjamin Wright, the fifteenth and sixteenth I..otts on Hnkers River Range in Plymouth and the irons for a
Greet mill an<l a Snw mill, except the saw, to he Delivered to them at
JlJymouth and one Dollar upon each Right of Land in Plymouth that is
Rntahle. Provided that the above named Elnathan Blood and Benjamin
Wright Build a good Grist mill and Saw mill, upon the Streeme that
Runs Through the sixteenth and seventeenth Lotts, in the moat convenient pla<--e and that the Grist mill be built by the Last Day of November 1i64 and the Saw mill to be built by the first of August 1765 and
thnt the above said Elnathan Blood and IJenjamin Wright keep the above
milia in good Repaier foa· the S(>aee and 'ferm of 'l'en Years from the
'rime the mills are built and thmt thay saw the Proprietors Logg at Six
Shillings Sterling per Thou11and or to the halves, which thay please, and
that thay enter into Bonds and keep the above mill in good Repaier for
the mbove Term of time and that thay Grinde and Saw for the Proprietors
before aney other People. ·
Voted that the Clerk give Elnathan Blood and Benjmmin Wright
security for the above dollar on each Right in behmlfe of the proprietors when the Grist mill is fit to Grind.

Elnnthnn Blood, one of tho proprietors, and Benjamin Wright
were residents of Hollis. For reasons unknown they neglected or
refused to build the mills in Plymouth, and the year 1764 was
memorable in a failure of the matured plans of the proprietors
nnd in the disappointment and inconvenience of the early settlers.
The first han·est of Plymouth was ground in the mills of Canterhnry and Concord, and Mill Brook enjoyed an added year of freedom from toil at the wheel for the convenience of mankind.
In the failure of the agreement with Elnathan Blood and
Denjnmin Wright, the enterprise "received a grave but not a
mortal wound." The early plan to build a mill on Mill Brook
VOL.I.-23
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was vigorously renewed the following year. There was an article
in the warrant for a ·meeting held at the inn of Samuel Oummings
in .Hollis, Feb. 12, 1765, " To See what the Proprietors Shall
think proper to be Don with Regard to Building the mills." The
proprietors thought it proper " to Give Mr. Ephraim Lund the
same Incouragement Towards Building the mills at Plymouth
that was Formerly voted to Elnathan Blood and Benjamin
Wright." At this meeting David Hobart, William Nevins, and
.Abel Webster were chosen to give Mr. Lund a deed of lots 15 and
16, the two mill lots, and to superintend the "building of the
mill on the stream that runs through lots 16 and 17 at the most
convenient place."
The irons for the first mill in Plymouth, including the pon·
derous crank, which was a feature of the primitive saw mill, were
drawn from Ooncord in tho winter of 1764 on a hand-slctl by
men employed and probably attended by Lieut. Josiah Brown.
It was a laborious undertaking, but it utilized and was a golden
opportunity for a few men, living then as well as now, who will
work only on the off side. During the following winter the irons
for the first mill in Newbury, Vt., were drawn through Plymouth
upon a hand-sled. .A narrative of the enterprise is found in the
History of Ooos by Rev. Grant Powers.
In accordance with the terms of the contract with the proprietors, Ephraim Lund, in the summer and autumn of 1765,
built the first . mill in Plymouth. There were a saw mill and a
grist mill under one roof. In the survey of the township the
fifteenth and sixteenth lots in Baker's River range were reserved
for mill lots, and were deeded to Ephraim Lund in consideration
of his completed promise to build the mill. Finding a better
locality ncar-by for the construction of a dam, the mill was built
on the seventeenth lot, and near the west line of tho sixteenth
lot. Mill Brook, which turned the wheel of the first mill anti
later of two other milJs, crosses tlae Hebron road near the Hamlin
farm and fiows north through the Pcm farm into Baker's River.
Traces of the dam of the Lund mill are found on the north side
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and near the Hebron road and on the southwest part of the Thomas
Clark farm.
Ephraim Lund, the builder, owned the mill less than two years.
July 6, 1767, in consideration of £56 118. 4d., he sold to James
Gordon of Boston, Mass., sixty acres of land, "together with a
saw mill and grist mill standing on lot No. 17 adjoining the
above with all the privileges, utensils and appurtenances thereof
and thereunto belonging." Having sold the mill he demanded a
settlement with tho proprietors for the bounty payable in money.
In August, 1767, the proprietors voted to dismiBB the article, but
March 30, 1769, they voted that Capt. David Hobart, William
Nevins, and Abel Webster, the former committee, shall raiAe the
money by selling common land and "settle with Mr. Lund upon
Mill a1fairs."
Ephraim Lund was from Dunetable and was forty-:five years of
age when he came to Plymouth, 1765. He remained in this town
five years, and in 1767 he was the town clerk and a selectman.
The second mill in Plymouth was built before the Revolution
by Ebenezer Blodgett, and was sold by him in 1'1'16 to hie brother
James Dlodgett. Its early construction is evidence that the Lund
mill failed to meet the increasing demands of the growing settlement. This mill was situated on Blodgett Drook, which 1lows
north near the Mayhew turnpike, through the farm of Francis F.
Dlake, and into Baker's River. The highway leading south from
the Rumney road near the residence of Charles Fletcher soon
eroBBOB the stream, and fifty yards east of the bridge are found
the foundations of the mill and the embankments of earth and
stone whieh were a part of the dam. James Blodgett owned and
conducted the mill twenty-five years. The later owners were David
Richardson, Thornton Ails, and Joshua Thornton.
The third mill was on the stream 1lowing easterly through
Glove Hollow into the Pcmigewnssct. There were a saw mill and
a grist mill under one roof, and it was built during the Revolution.
This mill is notable in the number of euCOOBBive owners or lessees.
Capt. James Hobart, if not the builder, was an early proprietor.
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Daniel Darling owned this mill several years, beginning about
1800, and Moses Hadley was the proprietor in 1811 and conducted a tanyard near-by. On account of a failure to mention
the mill in several conveyances the suooession of proprietors cannot
be easily obtained at the registry of deeds. The later owners were
Joseph Fletcher, Humphrey Sawyer, David Ford, and John Blake.
In the progress of years the mill was often repaired, and possibly
at some early date it was rebuilt. About 1856 it was purchased by
Thomas F. Glynn, who continues in possession of the premises.
The saw mill was remodelled by Mr. Glynn by the introduction
of a circular saw mill. All the machinery was sold about 1865,
and the building has fallen in decay.
For many years the brook in Glove Hollow was called Darling's
;Mill Brook. Moses Hadley, one of the owners of this mill, came to
Plymouth in 1805 and remained fourteen years, when l1e removed
to Richmond, Maine. He was a selectman of Plymouth, and while
in this town he established a tanyard in the vicinity of the mill.
The unused millstones, reposing upon the bank of the stream,
and the remains of an ancient dam are the silent witnesses of
occupation.
Samuel Stearns, about 1785, built a saw mill on his farm, now
occupied by Nelson Downing, and on the stream formerly called
Mill Brook. It was on the same stream and south of the Lund
mill. At this point the brook was small, and the chief occupation
of the miller was the waiting for the pond to fill. This mill later
was owned and operated by a grandson, Aaron Stearns, Jr., and
was abandoned a few years before his death, which occurred
in 1865.
About 1815 Arthur Livermore of Holderness built a saw mill
on Mill Brook and north of the Stearns and Lund mills. It was
located on the Pem farm, owned within a few years by Amos M.
Kidder, Harris J. Goss, and Lyman R. Sherwood. Mr. Livermore convoyed the mill in 1818, by a lease for one thousand years,
to Peter Webster and Daniel Smith. The later owners were Moses
George, Washington George, Samuel George, Richard Philbrick,
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and Abiel C. Flanders. The mill was burned in 1860, and two
:years later was rebuilt by Ezekiel Elliot Merrill, who conducted it
a few years, when it was abandoned.
In tho Merrill Gazetteer of New Hampshire, compiled in 1816
nnd published in 1817, it is stated that there were four mills in
Plymouth. If the enumeration is correct, it is evidence that either
tho Luitd mill had fallen into disuse or that the Livermore mill,
last named, was not completed in 1816.
Of the remaining mills the order of the building cannot be accurately stated. They were erected upon farms owned by the
builders, and were operated many years before the record of the
sale of the farm mentions the existence of a mill There were two
saw mills near the Mayhew turnpike and on the stream which
turned the wheel of the Blodgett mill. Of these one was situated
near the present residence of Jesse Sanborn, and the other near
tho homestead of Alvah S. Pillsbury. These mills have had many
successive owners, and both were abandoned nearly :6fty years ago.
Upon a small stream in the southeast part of the town, flowing
from Plymouth through a comer of Bridgewater into the Pemigewassct, was a small mill once used for sawing shingles and threshing grain. It was owned by John Nutting and by Noah Harris.
North of Jlnker's River there have boon two small saw mills
in this town. Upon the most western of the two brooks flowing
south into Baker's River, and upon the farm now of Calvin Clark,
William Goold built a mill about 1848, and soon after removed
t.he machinery to a new mill on a better site on the same stream.
The dam was \Vashed away in a few years and the mill was
removed. The other mill, on another stream, was on the farm
now of Cortez C. Hawkins. It was built and owned by David
:Merrill and operated by him a part of each year from about
1840 to 1860.
On Hazeltine Brook, which flows easterly through the southern
extremity of Plymouth village into the Pemigewasset, there has
been a saw mill, of which there are so many conflicting traditions
that the cautious listener learns more of fable than of fact. The
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mill stood near a dam at the outlet of the ice pond of Plummer
Fox. It is certain that here Freeman and Ephraim Kingsbury
Cook built a saw mill before 1852, the date of their removal from
Campton to Plymouth. They sawed a considerable quantity of
old-growth pine, which they used in building and in the manufacture of sash and blinds.
Also on the Hazeltine Brook, and to the east of the Cook saw
mill, Clark Gilman Batchelder had a small shop in which he sawed
shingles and prepared stock for his business as a wheelwright.
He sold the shop to Freeman and Ephraim Kingsbury Cook, then
of Campton, who removed it and erected a building of two stories
one hundred by thirty-five feet. Here for several years they manufactured doors, sash, and blinds, and at times made caskets and
coffins. The mill was also a convenience in their business of contractors and builders. In 1860 the younger brother removed to
Laconia, and in 1864 Freeman Cook exchanged the factory and
the saw mill with Hiram W. Merrill for the land on which have
been erected the town hall and the spacious factory of Draper &
Maynard. The following year the factory was burned, and has
not been rebuilt.
In the tanning and leather dressing shop of John T. Cutter &
Sons, nearly opposite the present factory of Draper-Maynard
Company, there was a grist mill several years.
The modem mill, with improved machinery and fixtures and
tenfold capacity, demands much greater motive power than is
afforded by the several streams in this town. Of the twelve mills
erected during the first century of the history of Plymouth none
now remain. The local mill no longer is a necessity in every
community. The present facilities of transportation distribute in
every market the materials for building and com and wheat prepared for use. The location of all the early mills is known, but
in a few years every trace of some of them will be obliterated.
On the site of each a commemorative tablet should be erected and
dedicated in memory of the industry and hardships of the early
fathers of Plymouth.
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GRIST MILL.

In 1888 James K. Pierce removed to Plymouth and built a
grist mill south of the freight depot in Plymouth village. He conducted a custom business and was a dealer in flour and grain. He
died in tho autumn of 1900. A few months later the mill was
purchased by William Patterson, who has refitted the plant with
modern milling machinery and is conducting a general business
in flour and grain.

William R. Park and William R. Park, Jr., who have conducted
a lumber business in several towns, while residents of Plymouth
were manufacturers of and dealers in lumber. They owned a
portnblo saw mill, which was located a few years where Foster's
l>cg Mill now stands. They removed from this town in 1896.

The brothers Warren G. and Irving H. Chase, under the firm
name of W. G. & I. H. Chase, have beon engaged in the manufacture of lumber in Thornton and elsewhere. In 1897 they
erected a mill in the village of Plymouth and are successfully con·
ducting an extensive business. The motive power is a stationary
steam engine of 250 horse-power. The mill possesses the most
modern improvements, and in one day, with one-tenth of the outlay of manual labor, it turns out more lumber than any of the
early mills could produce in a year.
The mill is supplied with logs, mostly pine, drawn by teams
from woodlands in Plymouth and adjoining towns, and a greater
quantity shipped by rail from points more remote. The firm
gives employment to fifty and sometimes eighty men, and daily
produces thirty thousand :feet of dressed lumber. The grea~r
part of the product of the mill is recut and sold for packing

cases.
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J>LYKou·.rll VBNEEK CollPA.NY.

This corporation was organized under the voluntary corporation
laws of New Hampshire, Dec. 14, 1892. The corporators were
Davis B. Keniston, Plummer Fox, William R. Kimball, Joseph
P. Huckins, Curtis L Parker, and Obadiah G. Smith. The business was conducted in a building near the railroad station, no'v
occupied by the Beal Mattress Company. The motive power is
a steam engine. From veneer stock cut from poplar and other
wood the company manufactured butter dishes, berry basket:&, and
a variety of wares, giving employment to forty people. The business was suspended in 1901. The corporation now owns the
'
building, machinery, and the power plant.
THlll FosTBB PEo MILL.

Jacob R. Foster, now a resident of Shelburne Falls, Mass., bas
Qeen a successful manufacturer of split shoe pegs about fifty years,
and has conducted business in several towns in New Hampshire
and in Massachusetts. In 1897 be purchased a tract of land in
Plymouth near the junction of Baker's and Pemigewasset rivers,
and immediately laid the foundations for a commodious mill,
which was completed in the early autumn of 1898. The motive
power is a steam engine of 100 horse-power. There are several
tenement houses connected with the plant. In all its appointments
the mill is modern and it contains every innovation known to the
business. From the log to the finished shoe peg every process is
an object lesson in the study of the wonderful labor-saving devices
of an inventive age. It is a forcible expression of the concentrated
thought and invention of many men during the past sixty years.
The business is under the able and intelligent management of
Edwin J. and George R. Foster, sons of the proprietor. The mill
consumes twenty-five hundred cords of birch logs annually and
produces three hundred bushels of shoe pegs each day.
To their stated business they have recently added the manufacture of bobbins, which are sold in the rough and are finished in
other mills.
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DEAL MATTRESS CoKPANY.

This industry was established and conducted ten years in Orford
and was removed to Plymouth in March, 1904. The company has
leased and occupies the building of the Plymouth Veneer Company.
The patented machines used in the preparation of the material
and in filling the mattresses are the distinguishing feature of the
company when compared with other concerns engaged in the same
business. The company proposes to employ about thirty people,
and the daily product will exceed one hundred finished mattresses.
THE GLOVE INDUSTRY.

For many years the manufacture of the Plymouth glove was
the principal industry of this community. It offered remunerative
w8ges to many men and women and added fame and .reputation
to the town. The foundation and the successful prosecution of
the business are interesting incidents in the history of Plymouth.
The inventions of Arkwright, Hargreaves, and Whitney in ginning
and spinning cotton, which have been in use more than a century,
were the solid foundations upon which the manufacture of many
fabrics in universal use has been reared. In a smaller field, but
relatively with equal success, the experiments and discoveries of
Alvah McQuesten founded an industry which for many years was
the fostered child of Plymouth.
Alvah McQuesten was a tanner. His tanyard was at the foot
of Ward Hill. With the use of hemlock bark and by the processes
then in general use, he tanned domestic hides, which he bought of
the farmers, and annually produced, according to the nomenclature of his time, a finished stock of calf skins, cowhide, and sole
leather. In his regular business there appears no suggestion of
glove stock or the Plymouth glove.
In tanning by the established process the small number of deer
skins that were annually placed in the vats, the results were very
unsatisfactory. The tanned skin was not sufficiently soft and
pliable. The hair side, called by tl1e craft the grain, was hard and
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glassy, and in use soon became chapped with many breaks and
seams. Such was the common result everywhere, and deer skins
were almost worthless.
An improved process in tanning and in dressing deer skins was
not a sudden discovery nor the application of a secret communicated by others. It was the rich reward of many experiments
made by Alvah McQuesten, an intelligent country tanner, who
discovered a prooesa of removing the grain, filling the skins with
oil, and producing a soft and pliable material which was pleasing
to the sight and durable in use. Compared with former results,
it was a new material. If Alvah McQucstcn, in bis continued auul
studious experiments, was assisted in any manner by the intelligence of the men employed by him, they should receive the credit
which is their due. The tradition of the use of a secret obtained
from the Indians is the decline of folly into foolishness. The
Indians were not tanners. They produced no :finished leather.
The statement that the world never saw a specimen of genuine
glove stock until it was produced by a citizen of Plymouth remains
unchallenged.
As a natural sequence, and following these successful innova·
tiona in the preparation of the stock, Alvah McQucsten, about
1835, began the manufacture of gloves and continued the business
until 1867, when he removed from town.
A few years later Jason C. Draper, who became a succeaaful
and prominent factor in the business, established a tanyard and
glove factory at Lower Intervale. Oliver 8. McQuesten, a brother
·of Alvah, and Arthur Ward, a merchant, jointly were dressers and
manufacturers several years. In any review of the glove industry
it will be discovered that many of the merchants of Plymouth
were manufacturers of gloves, and many of the manufacturers,
for the time being, were merchants. The union of the glove factory
and the store was a convenience, if not a necessity, in the successful conduct of the business. The gloves were sewed by women in
their homes, and merchants who were manufacturers paid for the
labor in store goods. In the firm of Ward & McQueaten, Mr. Ward
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conducted the store and had charge of the piece work, while his
partner superintended the tanning, dressing, and cutting of the
stock. From 1862 to 1868 William G. Hull was a partner, and
the firm name was Ward, McQuesten & Hull.
Chase W. Calley in early life was employed by Alvah
:McQuesten and by Jason C. Draper, and thoroughly learned the
art of dressing stock and the manufacture o! gloves. At the age
of twenty-one he began the manufacture of stock and of gloves in
the south part of the village, now Warren Street. He continued
iu business over fifty years, reaping the merited rewards of
industry and integrity. He retired from active business in 1898.
Jason C. Draper established business in this town and removed
to Bristol in 1858. Nathaniel F. Draper was a merchant, purchasing stock, and was active in the manufacture from 1857 until
his death, 1871. In later years his son, Jason F. Draper, was an
activo and esteemed factor in the business.
Samuel C. Heath is well remembered as a skilful leather
dresser. He was employed a few years by Ward & McQuesten,
and subsequently be had a tanyard and glove factory at Lower
Intervale. He conducted business also at Livermore Falls and
in Holderness.
The brothers Daniel H. and Henry C. Currier were leather
dressers and manufacturers at Glove Hollow several years.
Ezra W. Avery and his son, Amasa W. Avery, manufactured
gloves on Highland Street. Later the business was continued with
n substantial measure of success by Amasa W. Avery, who retired
from the business twenty years ago.
The brothers Thomas F. and David Glynn, under the firm name
of Glynn & Brother, established business at Glove Hollow about
1865. They tanned and dressed their stock and made gloves in
considerable quantity. They also sold prepared stock to other
manufacturers. They retired from this business in 1878.
Pelatiah Russell removed to Plymouth, 1868. During several
years, in connection with his sons, be was engaged in the business.
Deserving equal mention, and engaged in business a longer or
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shorter tim~ between 1865 and 1880, were Henry 8. George,
Horace W. Smith, George P. French, Blair & Burleigh, Smith &
:Marden, John T. Cutter & Sons, Ferrin & Wilkinson.
The brothers Erastus B. and Gill F. Dearborn, for several years,
conducted a prosperous business in the manufacture of gloves and
in dressing glove stock.
The early and some of the later manufacturers of the Plymouth
gloves tanned and dressed the stock from which the gloves were
made, and great quantities of undressed skins were purchased in
Boston and New York and shipped to Plymouth. Beginning
about 1850, several of the active manufacturers purchased of
Plymouth parties the stock prepared for immediate use. From
1850 to 1870 was an era of prosperity in Plymouth. The men in
business secured a reasonable profit, and many skilful dressers
and cutters commanded remunerative wages. The limit of a
paying business was reached soon after 1870. There were so
many engaged in the business that competition among rival manufacturers in the sale of the goods forced the selling price below the
level of a reasonable profit. One by one the manufacturers gradually retired from business. Another and a more potent factor
contributed to the overthrow of a cherished industry on the field
of its origin and ·development. While the manufacturers of this
town were maintaining a commendable pride in their method of
dressing stock and in honest and thorough workmanship, there
were shrewd and active men in other places who were deaf to the
traditions of the glove makers of Plymouth. While borrowing
largely from the method and skill developed here, they enCGuraged
innovations, introduced machinery, and adopted processes of tanning and dressing stock at reduced expense and in less time. The
old glove makers of Plymouth, adhering to tested methods, did not
follow their uninvited rivals into a new field of competition.
During the past thirty years the business in this town has rapidly
declined. Frank C. Calley, a son of the veteran manufacturer,
Chase W. Calley, and J. Gill Fletcher, faithful custodians of the
fame of the Plpnouth glove, are the only persons at present
engaged in glove making in this town.
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TuE DRAPER-MAYNARD CoKPANY.

Jason F . Draper, a native and resident of Plymouth, and John
F. Maynard, under the firm name of The Draper-Maynard Company, wcro successful and extensive manufacturers of the Plymouth gloves at Ashland nearly twenty years, beginning in 1881.
During the past few years the firm has gradually withdrawn from
the glove business and has introduced the manufacture of a full
line of sporting goods. They erected a substantial and commodious
factory on North Main Street, and removed their business from
Ashland to this town in Docembor, 1900. The company is prosperous and enterprising.
TuE PLntoUTH CREAMERY CoKPANY.

This company was organized upon the co-operative plan May
20, 1803. The original capital stock was $3000, which was in·
creased in September of the same year to $5500. The company
has established a separating station in Campton, and from the
beginning the amount of business each year has been quite uni·
form. The farmers of Plymouth and Campton have been paid
about $26,000 each year and have delivered to the company about
l,GOO,OOO pounds of milk annually. The average annual product
of tho butter mado and sold has exceeded 140,000 pounds. The
superintendent of the creamery is Charles J. Hosford, and George
H. Crowe is his assistant.
Tho nnnunl meeting is held in January, at which a board of
five directors is chosen. Ten persons have been elected, and of
these Charles J. Gould and Thomas S. Pulsifer have been re-elected
at each meeting to the present time. The years of service of each
director is noted:
Charles J. Gould, 1898-1905.
Thomas S. Pulsifer, 1898-1905.
Edwin S. Weeks, 1898-1897.
Francis F. Blake, 1898-1896.
George W. Martin, 1898.
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Silas B. Elllott, 189-&.
Edward H. Sanborn, 1895-1905.
Henry B. Whittemore, 1897-1905.
George D. Harriman, 1898-1901.
Nat.ban B. Cox, 1902-1905.

Since the date of organization of the company Charles J. Gould
annually has been elected president and Thomas S. Pulsifer vicepresident. Dean S. Currier was the secretary and treasurer until
:May 20, 1899, when he resigned and was succeeded by John
E. Smith.
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P

AUPERISM.- The settlements upon the New Hampshire

frontiers were peopled by rugged, self-supporting families.
The prevailing conditions did not invite the aged and the infirm,
and they seldom removed from the older towns unless attended by
relatives who were able to provide for them a comfortable support.
With few exceptions, only the industrious husbandman, the mechanic, and a few professional and business men were found among
the settlers of a frontier town. In Plymouth, as elsewhere, a
commendable sentiment of good fellowship prevailed. The feebleminded, supported by parents, were permitted to walk in green
fields, to wander f~;om door to door, obtaining food from the willing
hand of charity, and comforted with gentle words of kindness and
sympathy. The public laws did not then regulate every expression of charity to the needy. The people considered the poor as
one of themselves. The selectmen treated each case according to
the circumstances and necessities of the applicant. The methods
of relief were as many as were the poor. They did not tag each.
applicant for assistance with a pauper label. It was their aim
to assist the poor in becoming self-supporting. Sometimes the
tax was abated; sometimes the rent was paid by the town; sometimes a cow was bought by the town and loaned to a needy family;
sometimes the firewood or a stipulated amount of provisions was
provided; and with such measures of partial support was extended
an invitation to the needy to do something for themselves. If the
town was wise in the management of these affairs, there is
something nobler and sweeter in the story of the charity of the
individual to his neighbor. Every misfortune of accident was followed by some substantial expression of sympathy. If a farmer
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was sick at seed-time his fields were planted by generous neighbors;
and if he recovered not until the close of harvest he found his crops
secured and his granaries rejoicing with the product garnered by
willing labor. These neighborly offerings were a school of charity.
When others fell sick or were impoverished by accident, those who
had been assisted gave back many fold all they bad received. In
such communities there were very few paupers. In the progress
of years a few passed from an intermittent to a chronic stage, and
the town for a first time adopted a method of treatment. For
many years, and until1835, each of the town's poor was supported
by contract in some family in Plymouth. In determining the
sum to be paid by the town in each case, the ability of the person
to earn a partial support was taken into consideration. In several
instances the sum paid by the town was a very few dollars per
annum. For several years, in Plymouth as in other towns, the
financial terms of the contract were determined by auction. Much
baa been written concerning the inhumanity of " selling the poor
at auction." In the defence of our fathers it should be stated that
under this system the poor were provided with a comfortable
support in good families. Then the poor of a county were not
segregated in one corrupting mass, each one lending an added
misery to the accumulation. There wero elements of merit in
many old customs. The first radical change in Plymouth concerning the support of the poor was similar to the action in a
majority of New Hampshire towns.
In 1829 an overseer of the poor was chosen, and to him was
committed the care of the wards of the town. This officer found
homes for them, and contracts were no longer made at auction.
At the March meeting in 1833 appears the first reference to tl1e
purchase of a poor farm or the establishment of a town alm.3honse.
The town, by vote, requested Walter Blair, David Moor Russell,
and David Webster "to investigate the farming system for supporting paupers, and report at the next March meeting." The
report is not found in the town files; but at the next March meeting the subject was referred to the selectmen, who were Walter
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Blair, Noah Cummings, and Benjamin Bayley. At the annual
meeting in March, 1835, it was voted " it is the opinion of this
town, that it is expedient to :pttrcbaso a farm to support their poor
on; thnt a commit.tco of three bo appointed to ascertain how a
fnrm cnn bo pnrchasecl, and utensils to carry on the same, and
report at an adjourned meeting." Walter Blair was the moderator of this meeting, and he was requested by the town to appoint
the committee. lie appointed Noah Cummings, Moses George,
and Isaac Hills. The meeting was adjourned to March 25, when
a new committee was chosen to purchase a farm and to secure a
superintendent at once. The committee was Noah Cummings,
Moses George, and Perley Pike.
The committee purchased a farm of James Blake; the consideration was $1450. By vote of the town the house thereon was
made a House of Correction. These proceedings were completed
in the spring and enr1y summer of 1835. In 1838 tho town voted
to sell the town fnrm, nnd instructed tl1e selectmen to effect a sale
and to purchase "a more suitable farm." Under this vote no
action was taken, and the town owned the farm purchased of James
Blake until 1871, when it was sold to James F. Langdon. The
farm is now owned and occupied by Wesley G. Barnard.
A county farm was established at Haverhill in 1868. This
institution, under the management of the county commissioners,
provides a home for the county paupers, and the sale of the town
farms was a natural sequence. The to\vn continues a temporary
or partial support to those who need assistance for a season; but
the persons whose necessities demand permanent assistance are
lnunane]y supported at the county farm.
TnE 11£AYnEw TuRNPIKE.- The early turnpikes of New
IInm:pshire were a clear expression of the prevailing condition~
of their time. The expansion of the territory under cultivation
produced a surplus of the products of the farm, which sought
a market at tlte seaboard. At the same time the increasing and
more prosperous population demanded larger supplies of domestic and foreign goods from the markets of Portsmouth and Boston.
VOL. L
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In a larger exchange of commodities a greater number of teams
were employed, and journeys of business and of pleasure incrensctl
with the amendment of the fortunes of the people. In such con·
ditions is discovered the necessity of better roads. After a few
years of depression, which immediately followed the Revolution,
the country was prosperous, and many became possessed of savings
which sought investment. At one& the turnpikes offered increased
facilities of travel and employed the ready capital of the people.
FrOm 1796 to 1812 fifty-three turnpikes were incorporated in this
St{lte. With few exceptions, these corporations were the beginning
·o f the use of associated capital in the promotion of business and
public convenience, and the charters are an instntctive exbibit of
the thought and customs of the time. One hundred years ago the
principal line of travel from the Coos country to Concord and
beyond, described in terms of the present time, followed the line
of the Boston, Concord, and Montreal Railroad to the line between
Plymouth and Rumney, thence through the western part of Plymouth into Hebron, passing west of Newfound Lake, and crossing
Newfound River at Bristol. The numerous petitions in the legislative files of the State, an<l the indictment of towns found in the
court records of Grafton County arc evidence of the general interest
of the people living both north and south of Plymouth in the
maintenance of this thoroughfare. The constntction of a turnpike
on this line of travel was not long deferred. The work mainly
was prosecuted by men from other towns. The oculists of those
days were not expert, and through their eye-glasses a majority of
the people of Plymouth failed to discover the necessity of a highway which diverted travel from the village.
The Mayhew turnpike was incorporated Dec. 29, 1803. The
incorporators were Col. Moses I..ewis, a merchant and manufacturer of Bridgewater, now Bristol; Thomas W Thompson, a distinguished lawyer and business man of Concord; Peter Mayhew,
a resident of Rumney; Col. William Tarleton of Orford; Col. ·
Peter Sleeper, an innholder and prominent citizen of Bridgewater,
now Bristol; Ebenezer Kelley, an innholder of Bridgewater, now
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Bristol, and a partner of Colonel Lewis in manufacturing, and
Moses Kelley of Bridgewater. By the terms of the charter the
incorporators were authorized to build " a turnpike four rods wide
from or near Peter Peaslee's, in New Chester, to the east side of
Newfound Pond, thence on to a road leading from Plymouth to
Coos."
Translating the changes of a century, the Mayhew turnpike
extended from a point in the town of Hill, one half mile south
of Smith's River, and near the Franklin and Bristol railroad;
thence ·northerly through the village of Bristol and east of Ne,vfound J.~nke through the westerly part of Plymouth to the Rwnney
road at West Plymouth. The northern terminus was at the present residence of Henry H. Whittemore. The distance was sixteen
miles. A majority of the people of Plymouth and Hebron were
opposed to the charter of the turnpike, and the selectmen of Hebron
preferred a formal remonstrance. At the same time Peter :Mayhew addressed the following communication to the senate: Rv•••T, December 12, 1808.

The undersigned begs leave to inform the honorable senate now sitting in Concord that be is always for a free road in a free country, but
on mature considerat.ion and for good reasons assigned him, he is decidedly in favor of tbe prayer of the petition of Moses Lewis, F..sq., and
others praying for a grant of a turnpike road by Newfound pond, as be .
is sensible the same will greatly promote tbe public good. He therefore
heartily joins with the petitioners in praying for the grant.
P&TBR M.&BBW.

Evidently it wns the aim of many living north and south of
Plymouth to mnintnin a better road, and more particularly to
secure an essential amendment of the route in Hebron and further
south. :Mnny efforts to secure a satisfactory road had failed, and
the construction of a turnpike was the last .re8ort. Under the
stlpcrvision of Peter Mayhew the turnpike was constructed in
1804. Tlte only toll gate in this town was at West Plymouth.
In the progress of years the turnpikes became unpopular, and
very few of them yielded a reasonable income upon the money
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invested. Some of the charters were surrendered without compensation to the proprietors, and others were dissolved under the
provisions of the act of 1838, which provided that towns under
certain conditions might convert a turnpike into a highway upon
the appraisal and payment of damages in the same manner as the
land of i:qdividuals was taken for highways. At the term of court
held at Plymouth in November, 1839, in answer to a petition preferred by Thomas Paine and others, the court appointed I.nrkin
Baker of Westmoreland, Charles Flanders of Plainfield, and Henry
B. Rust of Wolfeborough, a commission to lay out a road over the
proposed route if in their opinion the public good required it.
The proposed highway described in the petition begun at the inn
of Thomas Paine in West Plymouth at tbe point where the tumpike intersected the road leading from Plymouth to Haverhill, and
continuing southerly over the Mayhew turnpike, four rods wide,
to the southern terminus in Hill. The prayer of the petition was
granted, and the damage to the corporation was appraised at $1600,
and divided among the towns as follows: Plymouth, $340.70;
Hebron, $366.49; Bridgewater, $837.29; Bristol, $529.09; Hill,
$26.43.
Thomas Paine, who was a party in these proceedings, kept a
hotel at the northern terminus of the Mayhew turnpike, in West
Plymouth, from 1835 to 1889.
THE W.A.B. Oll' 1812. -The record of very many of the towns
in New Hampshire, in the War of 1812, is faithfully told in a
single paragraph. Without trespass upon the domain of State or
national history the narrative cannot be extended. In addition
to . the towns honored by the distinguished service of Dearborn,
Miller, and McNeil, only three towns in New Hampshire present
much material for local history. Lancaster was the home of Capt.
James W. Weeks, and there his gallant company was raised and
equipped. The company won imperishable honors at Chippewa.
Concord was the principal recruiting station, and experienced a
scourge of scarlet fever which originated in the barracks. Portsmouth was greatly alarmed in 1814 at the appearance, outside the
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harbor, of several British men-of-war. In the defence of Portsmouth is found the principal incident in the history of Plymouth
during the war.
The company raised in July, 1812, for six months, commanded
by Capt. E}lhraim H. Mahurin of Stratford, and stationed on the
northern frontiers, was drafted from the thirteenth regiment, comprising the towns of Haverhill, Piermont, Orford, Wentworth,
Wnrrcn, and Benton. In this company was John Abbot of Warren.
l-Ie was not drafted, but served on the quota of Haverhill. At the
expiration of the term of service he enlisted a second time, and
died of scarlet fever in the barracks at Concord, April 13, 1813.
Ephraim Lund of Warren, probably a grandson of Ephraim Lund
who built the first mill in Plymouth, also served in Captain
Mahurin's company. Humphrey Webster, son of Humphrey Webster of Plymouth, was '!Jl ensign in Capt. John Bliss' company of
Colonel Ripley's regiment. He was a g:~:aduate of Middlebury
College, and enlisted from Salisbury. He was badly wounded in
the face. Subsequently he was a lawyer. He died in Jeffersonville, Ind., June 15, 1819.
In April, 1813, a company commanded by Captain Edmund
Freeman of Lebanon was ordered to the northern frontiers to take
the place of Captain Mahurin's company, which had been honorably discharged. In this company were John L. Robbins, Prescott Hall, and Isaac Mitchell. The residence of these three men
upon the company roll is said to have been Plymouth. Possibly
John L. was an error for Jonathan L. Robbins, a son of Dr. Robbins. Hall and Mitchell do not appear upon any tax list about
that time.
In New Hampshire the supreme excitement of the war was in
the late summer and early autumn of 1814. The fear prevailing
at Po~outh was extreme and not without cause. The British
cruisers were constantly hovering about the coast. The people
throughout the State were solicitous concerning the security of the
seaport. On the ninth of September, Governor Gilman ordered
that the whole militia of the State hold themselves in readiness
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to march at a moment's warning. He further ordered that seven·
teen companies from regiments near Portsmouth be detached uud
march at once to that town.
In connection with these proceedings for the protection of Portsmouth, the Governor issued a call for men from all the companies
of militia in the State which were not already represented in the
eervice. An army of about four thousand men was collected at
Portsmouth. The quota in a majority of the towns was filled by
a draft. The town recorda on this subject are silent, but it is
probable there was a draft in Plymouth. The names of the fol·
lowing men- either volunteers, drafted men, or substitutes for
drafted men- appear upon the rolls and are credited to the quota
of this town: Isaac Chamberlain, corporal, Asa Robbins, David
Ails, Ira Mqrse, Jonathan Hall, Joseph Chamberlain, Jonas Keyes,
Reuben Draper. They were mustered into the service Sept. 29,
1814:, and served sixty days in the company commanded by Capt.
J obn Willey of Campton. In the same company was Stephen York
of Holderness, who removed to Plymouth, 1839.
In a company commanded by Lieut. Nathaniel Burley of Sandwich were three men from Plymouth, who aerYed sbc:ty days,
beginning Sept. 29, 1814. They were Thomas Robie, sergeant,
Laban Keyes, and John Fuller. Upon the roll Fuller is reported
"sick in hospital." A company commanded by Capt. Reuben
Hayes of New Durham served sixty days from Oct. 3, 1814. In
this company were Jonathan Dearborn and Peter Draper of Plymouth. In the same company were Jonathan Fellows of Bridgewater, the grandfather of Chauncey Ayer Fellows, and Walker
Buswell, who, subsequently, lived a few years in Plymouth.
Several soldiers in the War of 1812, who were enlisted from
other towns, subsequently removed to Plymouth. Among these
were Walter Melvin, who removed from Bridgewater to Plymouth,
1815 ; James Pebbles, a native of Orford, who came to this town
1863; David Burleigh, who resided here after 1853; Benjamin
Glover, who lived here a few years before the war and i~ buried
in the Town Cemetery; Daniel Sanborn, removed from Dover to
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Campton, 1828, and is buried in the Town Cemetery; and Deacon
Simeon Sanborn, who lived in Plymouth from 1848 to 1878.
RAILROADS. - The history of the construction and the operation
of a railroad extending through many towns, when viewed from
the standpoint of a single community, is fragmentary. In the con·
venienoos of life and of travel, in the transportation of the mails
and freight, in the encouragement of business, the railroad has constantly served the Jlcople of Plymouth and offered equal facilities
to many towns of the State. The completion and sucoossful opera·
tion of the Concord Railroad to the capital of New Hampshire
stinmlntcd a desire in .many communities for roads extending from
Concord to northern sections of the State. The advocates of a
railroad through Plymouth to Haverhill were able and resolute
men. The charter of the Boston, Concord, and Montreal Railroad
was approved Dec. 27, 1844. The incorporators were James
Cofran, Zenas Clement, John Taylor, William Badger, Stephen
Gale, David Pingree, Warren Loven, Samuel Bean, Obadiah
Smith, Walter Blair, William W. Russell, Josiah Quincy, John
Page, John McClary, John McDuffee, William A. Woods, Samuel
Ross, Daniel Patterson, William V. Hutchins, Artemas Morse,
Cyrns :Eastman, William Brackett, J runes Allen, Samuel Hutchins,
Jacob Kent, Jr. The enterprise was feehly supported by the capitalists of Boston and other centres of wealth. The capital. stock
was subscribed, and the construction was undertaken by hopeful
men who lived upon the line of location. The road was opened to
'l'ilt.On, :May 22, 1848, to I.acouin, Aug. 8, 1848, to Plymouth,
Jan. 21, 1850, and to Wells River, May 10, 1853; but the const.ruction was not completed and fully opened to the northern terminus until J nly or Augnst. Reckoning from different dates in
the prqgress of construction, the authorities give several conflicting
dates concerning the day when the road was opened to Plymouth.
It is known that a train of freight from Boston, drawn by the
locomoth·cs "Josiah Quincy" and "John McDuffee," rolled into
Plymouth about January 15. The cars were laden with merchandise for the stores of William W. Russell & Company, and the
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event was celebrated by a salute from a cannon and the cheers
of an enthusiastic populace. About the same time a special train
of passenger cars arrived, and the New Hampshire Statesman of
Jan. 25, 1850, gives the following account of the celebration of
the event:On the 18tb inet.. tbe Botton, Conoord, and Montreal Railroad wae
opened from Fogg's Farm In New Hampton to Plymouth, and a fine
enteatainment. wae given to aU present by that energetic, well known,
and highly approved landloa-d, D. R. Burnham, F..sq., of the Pemigewaaeet
hotel, free to aU at the landlord's expense. It wae a time of rejoicing to
the people of Plymouth, and the friends of the road generally, and storytelling, speechifying briefly, and tout-drinking (with pure, cold water)
occupied un hour or two very agreeably. The truiu had at leaat 100
tone of merchandise on board, which, with the well filled cars, taxed
beavily the iron horses, the "Jonah Qt4incy" and the "John McDuffee,"
the former bearing the name of the president of the road, and the latter
that of tho old veteran surveyor, whose honeat old viaage ie still fl'eah in
the mind's eye to moet who have been members of the legislature of tbi.a
state from 1817 to 1846, who huve listened patiently to hie pleadings for
a canal up the Pemigewaeeet valley, and for remuneration of hie servicea
for sundry explorations made by him on that route in other days.

This historic corporation has met and surmounted many financial difficulties, but at all times it has been of great benefit to
Plymouth, and a constant factor in the development of busineas in
many places. · It is now a part of a system of railroads, and its
aame and its individuality are lost. The Boston, Concord, and
"Montreal was leased to the Boston and Lowell, June 1, 1884,
for the term of ninety-nine years, and was operated by the Boston
and Maine until the lease was vacated by legal process. In September, 1889, the corporation was united with the Concord under
name of Concord and Montreal Railroad. The new corporation
was leased to the Boston and Maine, June 29, 1895.
The first president of the corporation was Josiah Quincy of
Rumney. He was an early and an able promoter of the road, and
at all times a wise counsellor and a sagacious manager. He was
continued in office until1860, when he was succeeded by John E.
Lyon of Boston, Mass., a man of remarkable energy, courage, and
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sagacity. He realized that the Boston, Concord, and :Montreal was
a natural avenue to the mountains of New Hampshire, and that
a vast amount of lumber and other freight would be transported
to a waiting market. He believed that the future of the road was
secure, and he encouraged industries and extended tho road into
new fiehls. He built the Pemigewnssct House, and encouraged
the building of many summer resorts. Yr. Lyon was succeeded by
J. Thomas Vosc, his associate many years in business.
J·olm Emery Lyon, son of Capt. John and Sally (Crooker) Lyon,
was born in Lancaster, Mass., March 1, 1809, and died in Ply·
mouth, .April 11, 1878. In the record of his birth be was called
Amory Ward Lyon, but the name was changed to John Emery
Lyon. He attended the public schools of his native town, and
subsequently was a clerk in the store of Gage and Moody, dealers
in dry goods, Liberty Square, Boston, :Mass. His promotion was
rapid. He was soon admitted to the firm which in 1835 became
Lyon and Voee. The new firm surrendered the dry goods trade,
and conducted with unusual success a general commission business,
and engaged in the development of railroads and navigation. Several of the finest ships sailing from Boston were owned by the
firm. Mr. Lyon never married. Ilis only sister died in infancy.
His estnte by the terms of his will was divided among his personal
friends.
The first board of directors called to their assistance Peter Clark,
who was the building agent from May, 1846, until near the close
of tho following year. He was a son of Peter and Elizabeth
(Puncltard) Clark, and was born in Lyndeborough, Aug. 13,
1784. He was an active merchant in Francestown, and a director
of the Boston and Lowell Railroad. About 1845 be removed to
Nashua. He died Dec. 25, 1853.
Mr. Clark was succeeded by James N. Elkins, who became the
first superintendent of the corporation. Previously he bad been
a conductor on the Concord railroad. He was an efficient manager, and was continued in office until his death. He died in
Plymouth, June 20, 1853.

878

HISTORY Oll' l"LYKOUTII.

James M. Whiton, the second superintendent, continued tho
offices of the road in Plymouth. He resided across the river in
Holderness.
Fifty years ago the number of the men who were familiar with
the management of railroads was limited. Until he was called to
the supervision·of the Boston, Concord, and Montreal, Mr. Whiton
had been a merchant of Boston, Mass. He was a man of unusual
ability, experienced in business, and a cultured gentleman. lie
died March 22, 1857. (See Volume II.)
Immediately succeeding the sudden death of Mr. Whiton, and
until a permanent superintendent was appointed, the road was
under the control of the directors, who were represented by John
T. Coffin of Laconia. Joseph A. Dodge, who bad been station
agent at Tilton, Laconia, Meredith, and Plymouth, at this time
was living in Plymouth, and was general freight agenl lle was
appointed superintendent by one record in 1860, and by another,
Aug. 9, 1858. Mr. Dodge was superintendent about twenty years,
and after the death of Mr. Lyon he was general manager until
his death in 1883. He was an able manager and a valued citizen
of Plymouth.
Since the date of the lease, by which the Boston, Concord, and
:Montreal surrendered its integral character, the business offices
have been·removed from Plymouth. The division superintendents
have been William A. Stowell of Montpelier, Vl, Edward F.
:Mann, a popular and efficient manager, who died Aug. 19, 1892,
and George E. Cummings of Woodsville, the present and competent
official.
While Joseph A. Dodge was the station agent at Plymouth, be
was more actively employed as general freight agent of the Boston,
Concord, and Montreal. In the supervision of the station he was
assisted by James Robie, who su'bsequently was an express agent
many years. The second station agent was Mark L. Lawrence,
whose term of service extended from about 1855 to 1864. Yr.
Lawrence was succeeded by John C. Chase, who was killed in a
railroad accident Ocl 3, 1883. George H. Colby was appointed
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station agent Nov. 24, 1883. He was a popular and an efficient
official nearly twenty years. He died, by accident, Fob. 5, 1903.
Leon L. Adams, the present agent, was transferred from the
station at Wes.t Rumney.
The Peruigewasset Valley Railroad was chartered in 1874 and
completed- from Plymouth to North Woodstock, a distance of
twenty miles- in 1883. In 1896 the track was extended about
three miles to a point in Lincoln. From the beginning the road has
hccn operated under a lease to the Boston, Concord, and Montreal,
nml is now n. part of the system controlled by the Boston and Maine.
Nathan II. Weeks and Charles II. Bowl~ have been directors, and
George II. Adams, clerk of the corporation.
The sad and accidental death of George Henry Colby, who died
in the faithful discharge of duty, is a part of the annals of the
railroad in Plymouth. He was an efficient and an energetic
station agent, having completed over twenty years of service in
this town. About eleven o'clock on the evening of Wednesday,
Feb. 4, 1903, two men wearing masks entered the office of the
station agent, and with a display of arms " held up " Thomas H.
McGough, a telegraph operator, who was in charge, and the sole
occupant of the office. They emptied the money drawer, containing
only n smnll amount, and rondo n precipitate flight, following the
railroad track towards Livermore Falls. Captain Colby was
hmnedintely informed of the event, and with habitual energy and
promptness he smmnoned aid and prep.nred a locomotive for pur·
suit. Upon the locomotive were Captain Colby and Fred R.
Smith, engineer, George Keniston, fireman, and Arthur A. Ferrin.
J.fennwhile Lewis C. Mills, a policeman, and Andrew J. Pike were
dri\'ing in a sleigh towards Livermore Falls. At the bridge Mr.
Mills, thinking he must be near the fugitives, left the sleigh
and followed the railroad track towards Campton, expecting every
moment to overtake them. In the uncertain light of midnight,
and in a moment of extreme excitement, Mr. Mills and Captain
Colby met. Each mistook the other for the object of the search.
Pointing a shotgun, Captain Colby commanded " hands up," and
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1ired, and instantly Mr. :Mills fired upon him. The mistake was
quickly discovered, and Captain Colby was hastily home to Plymouth. He died before his home was reached.
Soon after, Sheriff Brown and James N. McCoy, with others,
followed the footprints of the fugitives to Campton Village, and
there arrested them. They were Kenneth McMurray of Worcester,
:Mass., and Reginald Harris of Providence, R.' I. Both were
youths of eighteen years. At the May term of the Superior Court
at Plymouth, both were sentenced to the State prison for a term
not exceeding two years and six months. The robbery of the railroad office was an event of little moment, but the death of Captain
Colby, an esteemed citizen and a faithful official, cast the shadows
of sorrow over the community, and the color of mourning upon
every reference to the event.
TBJ: PLYKOUTB AND CAxPToN TELEPHONE ExoHANOB Cox-

-This prosperous and enterprising company was incorporated in 1881, and the first meeting of the stockholders was held
at the Black Mountain House in Campton, June 18, 1881. The
subsequent meetings, with few exceptions, have been held in Plymouth. The original capital stock, subject to subscription, was
three thousand dollars, or three hundred shares of ten dollars each.
The enterprise was firmly supported by the public, and over one
hundred persons were subscribers to the original issue of stock.
There was one subscription for fifteen shares, one for ten, one for
'Six, fifteen for five shares, and the remainder in smaller amounts.
In 1897 the capital stock was increased to six thousand, and three
years later to twelve thousand dollars. The par value of the
shares was increased to twenty-five dollars. At the present time
the capital stock is owned mainly by a few residents of Plymouth.
By new construction and by the purchase of connecting lines,
the company baa established wires and instruments in Plymouth,
Campton, Ashland, Holderness, New Hampton, Centre Harbor,
Bridgewater, Quincy, Rumney, West Rumney, Wentworth, Warren, Thornton, Waterville, Woodstock, Lincoln, Franconia, Easton,
Sugar Hill, Lisbon, Littleton, and Bethlehem. There are five
PANT.
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central offices located in Plymouth, Ashland, North Woodstock,
Warren, and Franconia.
The company haR established, and maintains one hundred and
thirty miles of pole line and fivo hundred miles of wire. In 1906
there nrc over five hundred telephones in use, and the greatest
ad,·~ncc in improvements made and in the number of new subscribers hns occurr~d the present year. Since 1884 the company
has earned and paid an annual dividend of six per cent.
One of the trunk lines of the New England Telephone and Telegraph Company, from Boston to northern New Hampshire, passes
through Plymouth. To the south the line follows the Doston and
Maine Railroad, and to the north it follows the valley of Baker's
River. Connection is made with the local company for toll business. Tho New England Company has five circuits running into
tho l'lymouUt office of the Plymouth and Campton Company, and
the local company is connected at Littleton with the Now England
Company by two circuits. Doth companies are licensees of the
American Dell Telephone Company, and they do not compete for
business in the same territory.
Since 1888 the Plymouth and Campton Company has prospered
under tho able and progressive management of Walter I. Lee of
Plymouth, who has held every office in the gift of the corporation.
He is a son of Joseph and Jane French (Kimball) Lee and was
born in Belmont, Sept. 18, 1864. He was connected with the Winnepesaukee Telephone Company several years immediately preceding his removal to this town. He has been supported by an
efficient board of directors, and every year has made its record of
prosperity nnd extension.
Officers of the corporation hnve been chosen annually, and the
list includ('.s tho principal owners of the stock:Presidents:
Plummer Fox,
Lee, 1905.
Treasurers:
1885; Henry

Alvin Burleigh, 1881-188.&; George H. Adams, 1885;
1886-1899; Davis B. Keniston, 1900-190:(; Walter I.
·
ErAstus Dole, 1881-18R3; Joseph M. Howe, 1884,
S. George, 1886, 1887; Plummer Fox, 1888-1896;
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Frederick P. Weeks, 1897-1899; Plummer Fox, 1900-1904; Davie
B. Keniston, 1906.
Directors: Joecpb Cook, 1881-1886; Orrin F. James, 1881-1885;
Edward H. Sanborn, 1881-1886; Frank W. Rueeell, 1881, 1882, 1888;
Joeepb C. Blair, 1881-1888; Frank L. Hughes, 1888-1887; Erastus
Dole, 188-t, 1886; Plummer Fox, 1886-1904; Davie B. Keniston, 18861906; Moody C. Dole, 1886-1896; Henry S. George, 1887; James F.
Huckine, 1888-1891; Lucius .M. Howe, 1889; Carlos .M. Morae, 1890,
1906; George H. Adams, 1891-1905; Scott N. Weeks, 1897; lt~rederick
P. Weeks, 1897-1906; Walter I. Lee, 1892-1905.

Tn:s PLYMOUTH ELBOTBIO LioHT CoMPANY.- This company
was organized July 29, 1891, under the provisions of the voluntary
corporation laws of New Hampshire. The capital stock is $10,000,
and the incorporators were Alvin Burleigh, Frank C. Qalley,
Plummer Fox, Warren G. Chase, George H. Adams, Charles J.
Gould, Frank W. Russell, John Keniston, Davis B. Keniston,
Hazen D. Smith, Erastus B. Dearborn, John H. Mudgett, Perley
S. Currier, and others. The Edison system was adopted, and the
plant is of sufficient capacity to furnish a suitable number of arc
and incandescent lights for present use. The directors are James
N. McCoy, president; Frank C. Calley, treasurer and general
manager; George H. Adams, clerk; Frederick P. Weeks and
Warren G. Chase.
PLYMOUTH P ABK. -In accordance with a vote of the town,
'passed March 8, 1892, the selectmen, in the name of the town,
purchased the tract of land bounded by the highways and situated
cast of the store of Webster, Russell Company and of the bank
building. The land is held by the town as a public park. In
this manner it is preserved from trespass, and is dedicated to the
pleasure of the present and future generations.
Tn:s BAPTISTS. -A majority of the early settlers of Plymouth
were Congregationalists. They organized a church before they
removed from Hollis, and the families from other towns generally
were of the same faith. How many, if any, of the earliest families
were Baptists, or at what time any of the Congregationalists em-
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braced ti1e Baptist faith cannot be fully stated. The recorded evidence of a small number of Baptists in this town first appears in
the records of 1777. At this time eight citizens and taxpayers
entered a formal protest against the vote raising money for the
salary of Rev. Nathan Ward. In 1778 and 1779 there were seven
dissenters each year. Tho tax for the salary of Mr. Ward was
assessed upon the polls and estates of all. The dissenters refused
to pay the tnx, and suits were instituted. The conditions invited
a contest, bnt a superior wisdom prevailed and a satisfactory settlement '"as made.
At the annual meeting in March, 1780, the dissenting Baptists
agreed to pay all the taxes that had been assessed., and the town
agreed in the future to excuse from the ministerial tax "All persons who gh·e in their names as being of the Baptist principles."
This was forty years before the passage of the Toleration Act.
There is no event in tho history of Plymouth that reflects the
superior wisdom and tolerance of the town in a better light. Together those men in founding a town had endured the hardships
of the frontiers, and together they had shared the burdens· and the
perils of the Revolution, and when one chanced to differ from his
brother in rcligiot1s belief, both were solicitous that fraternal relations be continued. In these early proceedings the names of
eighteen Baptists are entered in the records. Th~y were Samuel
Ambrose, Zebadiah Richardson, J 1100h Draper, Henry Eastman,
Simeon Hovey, Ephraim Keyes, Thomas Lucas, Jonathan RoObins, Stephen Webster, Stephen Webster, Jr., Abel Webster, Amos
Webster, Nathaniel Webster, Daniel Clough Webster, Paul Wells,
Stephen Wells, Joseph Wheeler, Dr. Abijah Wright. Of these
Samtlel Ambrose and Zebadiah Richardson lived in this town only
two or three years after the adjustment of the contention. Both,
subsequently, were Tiaptist ministers. (See Volume II.) Abel
Webster and Stephen Webster, Sr., in 1765 were mcnibers of a '
committc.>e of five, representing the proprietors acting as a parish,
at the ordination of :Mr. Ward. Their election by a parish at this
time is not evidence concerning their church relations. Elisha
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Bean of Plymouth, who was a deacon of the Baptist Church in

Rumney, always paid a minister tax in this town; and while the
town constituted a parish he was one of a committee to build the
aeoond meeting-house, and was prominent in parish affairs. .Abel
Webster was a prominent factor among the Baptists for many
years, but was frequently chosen by the town to act in parish affairs.
Stephen Webster, Sr., in the records is styled Elder Stephen
Webster, a title frequently given to Baptist preachers. At the
meeting in March, 1780, following the vote to excuse the Baptists
from future taxes for the support of a minister, the town chose
four Baptists and two Congregationalists to agree with Mr. Ward
concerning the arrears of salary due him. The committee were
Francis Worcester, Elisha Bean, Benjamin Goold, Thomas Lucas,
Stephen Webster, and Abel Webster.
In 1783 the persons who were excused at their request from
the payment of a ministerial tax were Zebadiah Richardson, Elder
Stephen Webster, Daniel Clotigh Webster, Abijah Wright, Abel
Webster, Nathaniel Webster, Stephen Webster, Jr., Stephen Wells,
Jacob Draper, and Henry Eastman. At this date Samuel Ambrose, Simeon Hovey, Thomas Lucas, and Joseph Wheeler had
removed from the town.
In 1780 a Calvinistic Baptist church was embodied in Rumney,
of which Rev. Cotton Haines was the pastor nearly twenty years.
Several Plymouth families were regular attendants at this church
for many years. The Rnptists enjoyed preaching occasionally in
schoolhouses and sometimes in the meeting-bouse, but there was
no church organization in this town. In the autobiography of
Rev. John Colby, a zealous Baptist preacher, he records: "Next
morning, Nov. 12, 1810, I went to Plymouth, where I met with n
number of loving brothers and sisters." The same preacher wns
again in Plymouth June 22 and 23, 1812.
About thirty years ago stated preaching was maintained a
short time in a ball upon the site of Tufts Block. There arc many
who remember these meetings of devout worshippers.
At the present time several families of the Calvinistic Baptist
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faith, joining with others in Campton and Holderness, are stated
worshippers in a chapel recently erected near Plymouth village,
in Holderness.
Tux V n.LAOE FIRE PRECINCT. - The purpose of the precinct
is twofold. It assumes control of :fire and water, hut refuses the
responsibility of floods and freshets. Such subsidiary corporations
exist in many towns. They are founded on the principles of equity.
The precinct enjoys the right of raising money by taxation for local
and special purposes, and for the sole benefit of the people within
the precinct. The remainder of the town not participating in these
special privileges is exempted from taxation in the premises.
Many of the public utilities are the product of a slow and at times
an almost imperceptible growth. While the precinct is founded
in the growth and vigor of a village, the origin of such an organization is often fonnd in the distant past. If there had been no
nrc company in Plymouth many years ago, there would have been
a precinct when the conditions demanded one; but the public
spirit which suggested a :fire-engine company in the progress of
years demanded an early organization of a precinct and the privileges which it controls. The old fire-engine company is the corner·
stone of the present structure. It was organized in 1831, and, like
the birth of a child, its organization is recorded in the. town
records:Notice.- Hornce Bugbee, Oliver S. JricQnesten, Alvah McQnesten,
Pelatiah Russell, Samuel Dearborn, George Farnum, Jonathan F..aton,
Frederick W. A. Robie, 'l'homns Hinds, Leonard George, Caleb EnstmRn, Greenleaf 1\Ialone, Jabez Mel'rill, :Milton Willoughby, John Rogers,
William Grccnlenf, Hirnm J.<'arnum, Charles Hazelton, Enos Shattuck,
William W. Russell, William Green, David C. Webster, have associated
thcmsch·cs together as a fire engine company with the name and style of
'I'm: FIRST Fmz ENGINE COMPANY IN PLTHOVTH, and ha'l(e by that name
become a corporation with the privileges incident to the same, according
to the pro\·isions of the ~tatute or July 1, 1881.
Evidently the existence of an organized fire company invited
tlae town to further action in regard to a protection from :fire.
VOL. I. -28
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From 1831 to 1843 the town annually chose from two to five firo
wardens. Among tho citizens of Plymouth who served the public
in this capacity were John Rogers, Nathaniel Peabody IL>gcri!,
David Moor Russell, William Wallace Russell, Alvah McQucstcn,
Oliver S. McQuesten, Denjamin Edmonds, Stevens Merrill, Isaac
Ward, Austin George, Timothy Eastman, Frederick W. A. Robie,
and William Green.
T.aE PLYMOUTH VILLAGE FIRE DISTRICT.- The village precinct was organized under the laws of New Hampshire April 24,
1888. It is a limited town within a town, and is bounded as
follows:- ·
Commencing at the Pemlgewaaset River where the brook that runs the
C. W. Calley tannery empties into said river and following up said brook
to south west corner or John Boynton's lot: thence following said Boynton's westerly line to Langdon St. : thence northerly on Langdon St. to
Morris Condon's south line : thence westerly on said Condon's line to his
west line: thence northerly on said Condon's west line to Mrs. Owen
Sullivan's south line: thence westerly on P. Fox's nort.b line to Syh·ester
Swett's east line : thcn<.oe northerly on said Swett's east line to I>leasant
St. : thence westerly on Pleasant St. to Avery St. : thence northerly on
said A very St. to Range line and south line of land owned by A. W.
A very : thence westerly on said range line to west line of land ownctl by
Ella McQueston: thence northerly on said McQoeston'a west line to
Highland St.: thence westerly on Highland St. to west line or A. J.
McClure: thence on said McClure's west line to Bakers River: thence
following down Bakers River to Boston, Concord & Montreal R. R.
then<.oe southerly on said railroad to crossing at Five Points a&ocalled ;
· thence to Pemigewasset River : thence following down said river to
bound begun at.

The stated officers of the precinct are a moderator, clerk, a boar<l
of three fire commissioners, and a board of three water commissioners. The annual reports of the commissioners are printed. The
precinct, through tl1e board of water commissioners, purchased,
1899, the properties of the Plymouth Aqueduct and Wator Company for the sum of $35,000, and enlarged tho supply of water lly
the addition of a system of driven wens near the peg miU of
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Jac<Jb R. Foster, obtaining power for the pumps at Foster's Mill.
The debt of the precinct l>ec. 31, 1904, was $38,600. The water
system at cost and supplies on hand were valued at $47,756.7'1.
The fire department is under the immediate control of the fire
commissioners.
The following is a list of the officers of the district from date of
organization to the present time: Moderators: John Keniaton, 1889-1892; Rodney E. Smythe, 18981896, 1902-1905; Frank H. Rollins, 1898-1900; Frank W. RuaseU,
1901.
Clerks: Fred N. George, 1889; Lollis I. Moulton, 1890-1898;
WilliRm J. Randolph, 1894-1896; Hume B. Heath, 1897-1899; Alben
S. Robie, 1900; John E. Smith, 1901-1905.
Trel\8urers: Hume B. Heath, 1895-1899; Albert S. Roble, 1900;
John E. Smith, 1901-1905.
l<'ire Commissioners: George W. Little, 1889, 1890; Joaeph P.
lltwkins, 1889, 1890, 1892-1900; Frnnk C. Calley, 1889; Henry Rogers,
1890; John Keni11ton, 1891, 1892; Eri C. George, 1891, 1898-1900;
FrRnk Chick, 1891, 1892; A. George Amsden, 1892, 1898; J. Frank
Gould, 189,, 1895; Charles E. Barker, 1896, 1897; George W. Gore,
1898-1900; Hume B. Heath, 1901-1908; George R. Foater, 1901-1905;
AlvRh C. Cousins, 1901-1905; Moody P. Gore, 1904, 1905.
Water Commissioners: James N. McCoy, 1899, 1900; Frank H.
Rollins, 1899, 1900; CltRrlcs J. Ayer, 1899, 1900; Warren G. Chase,
1899, 1900; Alvin F. Wentworth, 1899, 1900; Charles H. Bowles,
1901, 1902; Charles J. Gould, 1901-1905; Amasa W. Avery, 1901, resigned, and Edwin J. Foatcr, elected, 1901-1905; Alvin Burleigh, 19081905.

TnE PLYMOUTH AQuEDUCT AND WATER CoMPANY.- A record
of this corporation is a part of the history of the Plymouth Village
Fire District. '!'he company was incorporated in 1881, and prosecuted with vigor the work of construction. The village is indebted
to J nmes Fogg Langdon, the leading spii·it of the company, for
an early inauguration of a system of water works for fire and
domestic purposes. Mr. Langdon died in 1887, and during the
ensuing twelve years the system was managed by Woodbury F.
Langdon, who had been associated in the management from the
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beginning. In 1899 all the rights and properties of the corporation were sold to the Plymouth Village Fire District, and the corporation was dissolved.
Tu:a: PLYMOUTH FAm AssociATION.- This is a local corporation and the successor of older organizations. The New Hampshire
Agricultural Society was incorporated in 1812 and reorganized
in 1850. The Grafton Agricultural Society was incorporated
June 28, 1818. The incorporators were Jonathan Wilcox, Dan
Young, John B. Wheeler, John Ford, Thomas H. PettingHl,
Thomas Whipple, Jr., Benjamin A. Gilbert, George Woodward,
Augustus Storrs, and John Dame. Nearly all of these were residents of the towns in the Connecticut valley, and there many of
the early annual fairs were held. At a date not certainly known,
but soon after 1820, one fair, or cattle show, under the anspioos
of the County Society, was held in Plymouth. The tents and
pens for cattle were on the interval immediately south of the Pemigewasset House. The annual address was delivered by Moses I>.
Payson of Bath.
In a record of Plymouth the number and locations of the annual
fairs held in the western part of the county is not materia}. In
1858 the fair was called the Eleventh Annual Fair of the Grafton
County Agricultural Society. It was held in Plymouth, with the
pens and some of the tents on the east side of the river in Jiolderness. The following account is found in the New Hampshire
Statesman of Saturday, Oct. 2, 1858: The eleventh annual fair of the Grafton County Agt·icultural Society
was held near Plymouth on Monday and Tuesday of this week. The
grounds selected for the exhibition were an interval tract on the easterly
side of the Pemigcwasset, owned by Mr. N.J. Bond, being part of tho
floe farm of the late J. M. Whiton, Esq. The enclosure embrnced some
thirty-five acres, around which a secut·e fence was constructed, antt the
fntet·ior arrangement of pens, booths, rat·coourse, and tents was very
advantageously made.
In some or the depat·tmcnts the collection, whether considered as to
quantity or quality, was above the average atandnrd of New Hampshire
counties ; in others, below, nnd among the latter were the horses, some
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disappointment being felt that so few good animals were presented. In
the more remote towns of the county little interest seems to have been
felt, if one mlly judge by what tbey contributed to the material of the fair.
The first day (Monday) was cool, with an easterly wind and signs of
rnin. The usunl episode or a runaway horse wns introduced about
four o'clock. Nobody wns harmed, and the performance was greatly
admired.
A very eloquent gentleman, in a gig wagon, devoted his powers of
mind and body to the sale of copying material, whose merits be felt sure
were of a very high order. A younger gentleman in bis audience, wbo
wore a red shirt with forty-five bone buttons arranged in a diamond form
on each side of the front, insinuated that the eloquent gentleman was a
humbug. El~quence said he was no such man. Red Shirt would not
retract. Eloquence therefore said be was a " wolverine," and if they had
steel traps where he resided he would never have come to the fair. This
was considered a personality by the wearer of the buttons, and hostilities
seemed impending, but the affair was happily arranged without a sacrifice
of honor by either party.
Tuesday was a clear, beautiful day, and after the sun bad lifted the
fog clouds from the vale of the Pemigew&88et the borderers began to
gather, and soon the crowd exceeded that of Monday.
The ch·cle around the pleasant, morning fire of the Pemigew&88et
House, including ita jovial landlord, Burnham, were considerably exercised to learn that a mishap bad befallen the flag, which hung across the
square, the day previous. It was owned by the Fremont folk, and that
was, perhaps, the cause or its abstraction. Breakfast enabled us to bear
the disBSter.
At 10 o'clock the horses were exercised on the track, the fll8test mile
being made by the horse owned by Geo. L. Batchelder in 8: 07. At half
past 11 the address to the Society was delivered by Samuel Herbert,
F..sq., the President.
Among the distinguished strangers on the ground we noticed Daniel
Fln.gg, formerly of Pembroke, in his usual costume.
An exhibition or horsemanship was mAde by CoJ. Ira Coffin, Dr. J. A.
Dana, and three ladies, who each rode a bay horse. These ladies were
}lrR. A. L. Carson of Holderness, dressed In green tbibet trimmed with
black velvet, and velvet cap with plume; Mi88 Martha J. Dana of Holderness, In crimson bodice, trimmed with black, blue skirt, and brown bat;
Miss Martha J. Kcnnlston of Plymouth, dressed In black velvet, velvet cap
and plume. These female equestrians rode well and attracted much a~
tent.ion. The judges declined to express any preference, but complimented
them all, and rewarded the merit without distinction.
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The fair wu regarded aa a auooeu, to be repeated in succeeding ycara.
Excellent music waa furnished by the Holdcrne88 and the Jllymouth
banda. Although tbe last named wae organized only six months ago,
ita performances were highly creditable, and gave promise of bigb attainment in tbeir indispensable profession.

The address of Samuel Herbert, delivered on this occasion, was
printed. It is a pamphlet of twenty pages, and several copies are
preserved in Plymouth. In 1859 and 1860 the fair was held in
Littleton. To secure a proportion of the fairs in Plymouth it
became necessary to lease or purchase suitable grounds for the
meetings. In 1871 Alfred Cook leased to Joseph A. Dodge, trus·
tee for the Grafton County Agricultural Society, the land since
known as the Fair Grounds. A fence, trotting track, and the
buildings usual in such grounds were erected, and have been maintained to the present time. In those proccodings .Joseph A. Dodgo
and other officers of the Boston, Concord, and Montreal Railroad
rendered an efficient service. With few exceptions fail'fl have been
held annually. In 1896 the incorporators of the Plymouth Fair
ASsociation; which succeeded the earlier organizations, were Rodney E. Smythe, Loren Webster, Joseph P. Huckins, Chauncey A.
Fellows, George H. Adams, Jason F. Draper, William M. Peppard,
and others. William M. Peppard was elected president, William
D. Baker, secretary, Rodney E. Smythe, treasurer, and Joseph P.
Huckins and Charles A. Holden, directors. Later, Charles 0.
Wright was the secretary, and Chauncey A. Fellows was added to
the board of directors. The management was efficient, and all
the premiums were promptly paid. In 1902 the corporation was
dissolved, and the capital stock was paid in full to the stockholders.
Under this organization fairs were held each ycnr from 1896 to
1902. The horses owned in Plymouth which are best remembered
were " Oamors," owned by Charles H. Bowles, " Lady Mar , and
" Yankee Boy," by Captain Little, " Almont X," by William G.
Flanders, and " Dandy Boy," by Emerson 0. Gitchell
THI: EMILY BALOH HosPITAL AssoouTION.- This useful institution was established through the intelligent and benevolent
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effort of Catherine llolme Balch of Holderness, aided and generously supported by the philanthropic women of Plymouth. J. R.
Coolidge and other generous friends contributed liberally to a fund
for this worthy object, and as a preliminary work several patients
were cared for at the home of Mrs. Ames in Holderness. In the
meantime the effort to found a permanent hospital was continued,
nnd the funds were increased to nearly two thousand dollars. The
I~mily Balch Hospital Association was incorporated July 3, 1899,
and t·cceived a name in honor of the mother of the. foremost of the
promoters. The association purchased a house on Highland Street
in 1800, nnd fitted rooms for the accommodation of the sick and
others seeking medical attendance. An experienced nurse with
competent assistants is permanently employed.
The church organizations of Plymouth, the Pemigewasset
Woman's Club, the Woman's Auxiliary, and the Neighbors'
Friendly societies have loyally supported tho hospital, and many
charitable persons, men and women, have made timely and substantial contributions. During the fifth year, which ended June
30, 1905, fifty-four patients were admitted and received medical
or surgical treatment. The receipts and the expenses exceeded
twelve hundred dollars.
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OL. DAVID WEBSTER. 1 - The stock from which our Revolutionary colonel, David Webster, sprang passed from Scotland, through England and Massachusetts, into New Hampshire.
From the arrival in America it can be followed in the reoorch
of church and town. The lonely graveyards on the hillsides or
in the fence oomers of the old farms bide their forgotten dust.
The old slate headstones are mouldered away. Yet, on many of
those headstones might truly have been inscribed the epitaph,
u Bisteviatorl Heroem calcasl" St;op, traveller I Thou treadest
on a hero!
" It is not in Indian wars," said Fisher Ames, " that heroes
become celebrated, but it is there that they are formed." It can
hardly be said which menaced the infant frontier settlements most,
the inexorable forces of nature in that wilderness or the red savages, set on by the French from the country of the St. Lawrence.
The traditional hatred of the French and English had been transferred from the old world to the primeval solitudes of the new
continent. The former had established a chain of posts from
Quebec, through the region of the lakes, to New Orleans, and their
eaatem camps constantly threatened the peninsula of New England.
The birth of Colonel Webster occurred a quarter of a century
before the peace of 1763, which terminated the old French War,
commonly so-called, in which, as a youth, he was to take part.
He was born in Cheater, in 1738, December 12. His father
was Stephen Webster, a substantial pioneer, trained in border
warfare, who married Rachel Stevens. The father of Stephen
t Thla sketch of Colonel Webeter it oontrlboted by Alfred RUIIell, a descend·
ant, aud a Joyal son of Plymouth.
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Webster was Nathan Webster, one of the first settlers of the town
of Chester. The father of Nathan was also named Nathan, and
lived in Bradford, Mass. His father, John Webster, emigrated
from Ipswich, Eng., to Ipswich, Mass., in 1635. David was the
first child of his parents. The town records of Chester contain
the names and dates of birth of their five children: David,
Stephen, Lydia, Sarah, and Amos. The latter was hom Jan. 5,
17 48, and took part in the battle of Saratoga in 1777, where he
fell at the head of the company of which he was captain. David
enjoyed the training of good parents and acquired the elements
of education in what was called the district school. George
Ticknor, a son of New Hampshire, the eminent a.uthor of a
History of Spanish Literature, wrote that, "in New England,
ever since the first free school was established amidst the woods
that covered the peninsula of Boston in 1636, the schoolmaster
has been found on the border-line between savage and civilized
life; often, indeed, with an axe to open his own path." Great
cqunlit.y of condition then prevailed, but it was the equality of
po''erty. At the same time, amid all the struggle, there was
sincerity and valor, contentment and happiness. Religion and
education were not unprovided for. The schoolhouse and the
meeting-house were there. Not long after Webster's birth, the
apostolic Wheelock built the foundations of Dartmouth College
in the wilderness and laid live coals on the altar of learning
while yet the fire hardly flamed on his own hearthstone. Stephen
Webster, David's father, was hiinself a schoolmaster, and taught
the first school in Plymouth. But David's tastes were rather for
athletic sports and bunting and fishing than for books. Of a
robust oonst.itution, and endowed with great physical strength,
ho became popular with his fellows in the little border community, and by his courage and manliness won the respect of his
elders. When David 'vas seventeen years old, in 1755, there was
an incursion of Canadian Indians, who came as far south into
Now Ilampshire as the confluence of Baker's River with the
Pcmigcwassct, - the very spot where David was to establish his
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home years afterwards, - and there they made a prisoner of the
celebrated John Stark, whose statue New Hampshire baa contributed to our National Statuary Hall at Washington, and carried
him into Canada and sold him to the French for forty pounds.
General Stark, in his old age, when the property of neighbors
was being canvassed, said that if a thing is worth what it will
fetch he was worth forty pounds.
In 1757 Stark, who had escaped from Canada, co-operated with
the famous Maj. Robert Rogers in forming his historic Regiment
of Rangers. The first young man they picked out in Chester was
David Webster. He was enlisted in Captain Hazen's company,
and rooeived the warrant of sergeant at the age of nineteen.
Ebenezer Webster, father of the great Daniel, also went out with
Rogers's Rangers. David served thenceforward in the old French
or Seven Years' War until its close in 1763. He went with
Majors Stark and Rogers in pursuit of the enemy from Ticonderoga to Crown Point, Chambly, and Montreal. In 1760, at
the age of twenty-two, he commanded the advance guard in dislodging the enemy at Isle aux N oix, the night before it was
abandoned. He took part in the final engagement of the war at
Chambly, and was at Montreal when the forces of General Amherst and Sir William Johnson obtained the final surrender of
all Canada to his Britannic majesty. I may here observe, considering the youth of Webster at nineteen, that a majority of the
soldiers who won the war for the Union a hundred years later,
1861 to 1865, were not above twenty-throe.
Peace being restored, Webster returned to his home at Chester,
and April 20, 1761, at the age of twenty-three, married Elizabeth
Clough of Kingston. Eleven sons and one daughter were the
fruit of that union. The daughter married Hon. Moor Russell
of Plymouth, for many years a State senator of New Hampshire.
As Yr. Batchellor has recently shown in his Notes on the
Militia of New Hampshire, the military system of the province
was in a state of marked efficiency at the close of the old French
or Seven Years' War. It was, he says, definitely established by
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law, and the different organizations were well equipped and
efficient. The military experienCe of the previous century had
shown the necessity of constant readiness for hostile outbreaks.
Accordingly, when the northern counties were organized, two
additional provincial regiments were created, one, the eleventh,
with headquarters at Plymouth, with John Fenton, colonel; David
llobnrt, lieutenant-colonel, and Jonathan M. Sewall, major. Webster afterwards became captain, major, and lieutenant-colonel of
this regiment. Samuel Cummings of Hollis was one of the
original proprietors of Plymouth. He was brother-in-law to
Webster, aud the latter, through Mr. Cununings's influence, removed from Chester, first to Hollis, in November, 1763, and
secondly to Plymouth, after exploring the new settlement there.
He returned to Hollis for the coming winter's provisions and
furniture, and, in the fall of 17 64, drove an ox-team to Plymouth
and cleared a place for a cabin on the spot where the Pemige·
wasset hotel no.w stands, about a mile south of the junction of
tho river of that name with Baker's River. In October Mrs.
Webster started from Hollis on horseback, with her boy, two
years old, to join her husband at Plymouth. There were only
a footpath and spotted trees to guide her as she came near Plymouth. Evening was drawing in, and clouds obscured the moon.
A ledge is now shown to visitors where she bitched her horse to
a tree and crawled into a sort of cave to pass the night. Later,
the moon came out, and she espied an Indian camp on top of the
ledge, where the savages were holding a powwow. At daybreak
she renewed her journey, undiscovered by the red men. I doubt
whether the " new woman " of the nineteenth century surpasses
that pioneer woman.
The life of these frontiersmen was not by any means unattractive. They were physically strong, and had a resulting zest
of life which is denied to feeble people. The woods were full of
moose and the river was full of salmon, which ascended from. the
soa, stopped by no dams. The present countless spindles of
:Manchester, Lawrence, and Lowell were, as yet, undreamed of.
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The glorious hilJa uplifted the eoula of the settlers and imparted
eomething of their own loftinea.
Webster wu placed ou committees for building roads, bridges,
milJa, etc., eounected with the settling of the proprietary lands,
and displayed activity and good judgment. The next year, 17651
he wu engaged in raising an independent company of foot for
the royal service, and wu commissioned by the captain-general
of the province, u ensign, May 24, 1765. The commission is
now in the posaession of David M. Webster, Esq., of Bridgewater,
with the other commissions hereinafter referred to.
This independent company wu subsequently incorporated into
the eleventh regiment, above mentioned, and in 1773 the royal
governor of the province appointed Webster a captain in that
regiment.
The next year, 1774, being the fourteenth year of the reign of
King George the Third, Webster wu made major of the same
regiment, the Eleventh New Hampshire Provincial Regiment,
Colonel Fenton.
:Major Webster now found himself living among scenes and
events of stirring interest. The divisions between the colonies
and the mother country were increasing and widening. The
inhabitants of New Hampshire (as of all the colonies) were not
a unit. Many insisted on loyalty to the crown, and party feeling
ran high. Major Webster had now reached the age of thirty-five
and enjoyed the oonfidence and esteem of all parties. Without
hesitation he declared himself for independence, and his words
epd example were potent. Tho British ministry made orders
forbidding the sending of military stores to America, and Maj.
John Sullivan, of the Second New Hampshire Regiment, with
other patriots, on Dec. 14, 1774, attacked the royal Fort William
and Mary at Portsmouth, hauled down the English flag, and
captured the powder, guns, and munitions of war. This occurred
several months before Lexington and Concord, and is believed to
have been the first hostile demonstration of the Revolution. In
'fain did the royal govemor issue proclamations. He was soon
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compelled to flee from the province, and an independent colonial
government was established for New Hampshire with a legislature called a congress. In September, 1775, the congress of
the colony of New Hampshire appointed 'Major Webster to be
lieutenant-colonel of tho eleventh regiment, and the following is
a copy of his congressional commiBSion, signed by 'Matthew
Thornton, president of the congross of New Hampshire, and
Inter a signor of tho Declaration of lndcpendonce: Colony of New Hampshire
(seal)
The Congress of the Colony or New Hampshire
To David Webster, Esquire,
Greeting.
We, reposing especial Trust and Confidence in your Fidelity, Conrage
and good Conduct, Do by these Presents constitute and appoint you the
said Da,·id Webster, Esq., to be Lieutenant-Colonel of the Eleventh
Uegiment of )lilitia within the said Colony of New Hampshire.
You are therefore carefully and diligently to discharge the Duty or a
Lieutenant-Colonel In lending, ordering and exercising said Regiment In
Arms, both Inferior Officers and Soldiers, and to keep them in good
Order and Discipline ; hereby commanding them to obey you as their
Lieutenant-Colonel, and yonrself to observe and foUow such Orders and
Instructions as you shall from Time to Time receive from the Congrees
or Sllid Colony for the Time being, or (in recess or Congrees) from the
Committee or Safety, or any your Snperior Officers for the Service of
said Colony, according to Military Rules and Discipline, pursuant to the
Trust reposed in You.
Dy order of the Congress:
(signed) Matthew Thornton, President.
Exeter, the flR.h day of September, A. D. 1775.
(signed) E. Thompson, Secretary.

About this time lion. Snnmcl Livermore, the eminent lnwycr
of Portsmouth, with whom General Sullivan had studied his
profession, and who was afterwards chief justice and senator in
congress, removed to the town of Holderness, across the river
from Plymouth, and occupied the beautiful farm, the site of
Trinity church and churchyard, and where, at present, the Holderness School for Boys is established, and the residence of the
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family of the late Archdeacon Balch stands. Between Livermore
and Webster a friendship sprang up which ceased only with their
lives. Arthur, the eon of Samuel, was afterwards on the bench,
and the grandson of Samuel, the prosent Artln\1' Livennorc, bas
furnished me with some reminiscences of Colonel Webster in his
later years, which I print further on. The change from the cultivated circles and beautiful old mansions of Portsmouth to the
forests of Grafton County was a sharp one for Judge Livermore.
But he helped make the wilderness blossom as the rose, built a
nne homestead, and elevated the tone of the new community.
In June, 1777, upon the retreat from Ticonderoga, LieutenantColonel Webster marched from Plymouth with detachment, collected there and in the adjacent towns, but did not arrive in time
to take part. The retreat of the Americans from Ticonderoga
greatly clisheartencd tho people, hut rcsultctl in spurring them to
renewed exertions and increased enlistments. Col. John Stark,
whose name was a tower of strength, took command of the new
levies, at Charlestown, and marched for Bennington, Vt., where
the British were moving to capture our military stores. Stark's
famous victory in the ensuing battle, at that place, filled tl1o
country with hope and led to a determination to take the offensive
against General Burgoyne. Stark found that Burgoyne would
try to retreat to Canada and moved in his rear, capturing Fort
Edward, to cut off retreat. General Burgoyne's plan of campaign
bad been ably formed, but after the battle of Bennington he was
placed on tho defensive. Lieutenant-Colonel Webster, commanding a detachment, hastened to join the main army of the American
General Gates. Capt. Amos Webster, brother of LieutenantColonel Webster, took part in the battle of Stillwater, nnd wrote
a letter to his brother giving some account of that battle. I
copy the letter which is still extant, in the possession of a
descendant:-

a

8TILLWU'88,

8ept.l9, 1771.

· To you, loving brother,I embrace this opportunity to write you, to let yoo know I am in
good health, and I hope this will flnd you the same. I would inform
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you that on the 19th lnstnnt we had a fight with the enemy. We, with
two thousand men, fought. Burgoyne's whole army; the battle lasted
about seven hours ; a steady fire. I, with my company, was in the
warmest pnt·t of the flre, but, through the goodness of God, I escaped,
and nm well. Our kilk•d wu seventy-three, and one hundred and filly
wounded; by the last account of the enemy, there were one thousand
dead, taken and wounded the same. The enemy are a mile, or thereabouts, ofl. We bear that General Burgoyne is mortally wounded.
Time being short, I shall write no more, but I remain, your loving
brother,
A11os WBBST&a.

Col. David Webster.

Captain Webster, as he wrote, escaped at Stillwater, but fell at
Saratoga shortly after, at the head of his company. Hie last
words were, that victory gained, he died content. General Burgoyne fell back on Saratoga, and here took place the decisive battle
of the Revolution, resulting in the surrender of the entire British
army as prisoners of war Oct. 1777. At that battle the New
Hampshire troops were under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel
.Webster, and Colonels Bellows and Chase. No State could exhibit
a nobler roll of colonels than New Hampshire with these, and
CiJlcy, Reid, Redel, Hale, Adams, Poor, and Scammell. Colonel
Wchstcr'11 joy as n patriot was dimmed by the loBS of hie brother,
ns stated above, the captain, next younger than himself. Captain
Amos had been lieutenant in the Third New Hampshire Continental Regiment the previous year.
On the day after the surrender Webster and his regiment were
discharged.
David Hobart resigned the office of colonel of the eleventh
regiment June 14, 1779.
For the remainder of the war Colonel Webster succeeded to the
command of the regiment and was a member of the committee of
safety, and had charge of supplies for the army and raising troops
by enlistment and draft. June 16, 1780, the president of the
State, lion. Mcehech Weare, addressed Webster a letter, of which
the following is n copy, the original held by a descendant: -
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Sir: On receipt thereof, ,roa are, without a momenta dela,r, to give
the oecea ary orders for raiaiog the quota or proponioo ot men from
,roar regiment, which ,roo wiD find iD the acta herewith eeot ,roo. Your
men m08t rendenoua a& Amhent by the 4th ot July next, and you will
take care that a truaty penon or penooa, conduct them to that place,
where a muter-maater will aUeod, to moa&er and pay them 1.ravel money
from their homes to tbe place where they wiD draw proviaiooa, and a
Continental oftloer to gi\·e them further directiooa. A number or act.a
are eent you that each or ,rour companies may have one, and, in cue you
do not procure the men b,r the tlrat draft, you will undenlaod that by the
act ,rou are to proceed in drafting until the number is completed.
(signed) M. Wu.u, l•reaidenL
Colo. David Webster.

The following letter of Colonel Morey to Webster shows the
need of activity in raising men, particularly for the defence of
the Vermont towns: Ouoao, 17th Oct., 1780.

To Colo. David Webeter.

9 o'clock EnoiDJ.

Sir: By certain accounta we learn that the enem,r made their appear-

ance in Royalton and Sharon ,res&erday, that U1o former or aaid towns ia
entirely destroyed, and a part or tho latter, the inhabitanta taken priaonen and continued as such, except the women and small children, who
are released. The party is said to be about two hundred, and, by the
last account, which has just come by Major Child, are making a stand in
Bo,ralton ; by one or the inhabitants that was taken and baa since made
his escape, we learn they shortly expect a reinforcement of about one
tboaaaod: Our men are pushing on in different quar&en, but, as it ia
uncertain what the enemy's plan of operation may be, we think it prudent
to call on our neighbon for assistance. I hope you will exert yourself
to rally what men you can, and acnd them as soon as poeaible. .Major
Whitcomb with a party or about 160 set off today moruing at daybreak
by way of Onion River road, with designs to cut off the enemy's retreat,
thereby I fear Coos ia left too naked as to men, and perhaps a party on
Onion River is too powerful for bim. Mnjor Child gives us further intelligence that Colo. Warner with his Regiment is entirely cut off and Fon
George taken. It seems the enemy tnko different routes, and usc lht:ir
utmost to divide our force. You will, from the accounts I have given
you, forward your men that way it may seem moat conducive to our
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safety. Hope you will take care to notify the regiment below you of
our circum~ttances. From yours, in baste,
Your most obt. and very bumble servant,
IBRABL MonT.
Colo. Webster.

Dec. 25, 1784, Webster was made colonel of the fourteenth
regiment. His commission is preserved, and the following is a
copy:The State of New Hampshire.
State of New Hampshire
(senl)
To David Webster, Esqnire,
Greeting:
We, reposing eRpeclal Trust and Confidence in your Fidelity, Courage, and good Conduct, Do, by these Presents, constitute and appoint
you, the said DaYid Webster, Colonel of the Fourteenth Regiment· or
:Militia, in the said State of New Hampshire. You are therefore carefully aml diligently to discharge the Duty of a Colonel in leading, ordering and exercising said Regiment in Arms, both inferior omcers and
Soldiers, nod to keep them In good Order and Discipline ; hereby commamting them to obey you as their Colonel, and yourself to observe and
follow such Orders and Instructions as yon shall from Time to Time
receive from the Commander-in-Chief of the Army, Navy and Military
I<'orces of said State for the 'flme being, or any your Superior Officers
for the Service of said State, according to Military Rules and Discipline
pursuant to the Trust reposed in you, and to hold said omoe during good
Behaviour.
In Testimony Whereof, we have caused the Seal of said State to be
hereunto affixed.
Witness, Meshech Weare, Esq., President of our &lid State, at Exeter,
the twcnty-flllh day of December, Anno Domini, 1784, and of the Sove1·
elgnty nod Indcpendcneo or tho United States of America, the ninth. J
)f. WBARB.
By Ills .~<;xcellency's command:
.J<j, Thompson, Secretary.
State of New Hampshire,
Grafton, ss.
David Webster, Esq., within named, took and subscribed the oath
office agreeable to the law and Constitution.
SuruzL Lrn:RKORB l Co
SAKL EIIIUI80K
S mlsan.
VOL.I.-28

ot
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When the time came for considering the adoption of tho
Constitution of the United States, Webster stood with his friend,
Samuel Livermore, in favor of the proposed new government.
The feeling of the people was about equally divided, and Webster's influence was of great value. Chief Justice Livermore was
undoubtedly the ablest in argument of any man on the floor of
the Exeter convention. Out of 100 members 70 were against and
30 for the proposed new government. An adjournment was taken,
the friends of the change went to work, and, on the assembling
again, the vote was 67 to 47 for the United States constitution.
Tho adoption by New Hampshire, as the nintla state, sot the new
government in motion.
Elected sheriff by the assembly, Aug. 3, 1779, State Papers,
Vol VIII, p. 826.
Webster was appointed sheriff of Grafton County in 1779, and
retained the office until his resignation, in 1801>, a period of
thirty years. The red coat, drawn sword, and cocked hat of
that officer are still matters of tradition in the coulfty.
After his resignation of the office of sheriff, Colonel Webster
passed his time in rest and quietness. He did not listen to tlae
rude alarms of tho War of 1812, but many of his kinsfolk took
part in that struggle. After the peace of 1815, the old patriot
continued to be a rugged figure in northern New Hampshire, as
well known ns " The Old Man of the Mountain '' itself,- the
" Great Stone Face " of N atbaniel Hawthorne. I am able to lay
before my renders n sketcl1 of Colonel Webster, ns he then nppoRn-lll,
from the facile and accomplished pen of the lion. Arthur Uvcr·
more, a grandson of Colonel Webster's fast friend, Chief .Tustice
Samuel J,ivermore. Mr. J.ivermore is a native of Holderness, of
the Dartmouth class of 1829, formerly a member of the Grafton
County Dar, but now an octogenarian, living in retirement nt
Dronghton House, Manchester, Eng. lie writes me as follows:It must have been as early 118 1818 that I, with a younger brotl1cr,
bad croll8ed the river from Holderness to Plymouth under the care or
a maid set'Vant or our governess. We were witltin a hundred yams of
Col. David Webstet·'s bouse, which was then opposite the site of the
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present PemigewMSet House, and we were proceeding in that direction
when we overtook Col. Wcuster. I perfectly knew his form, for I hnd
ol\en seen him. But a sort of awe, with the bashfulneBS of childhood,
made me averse to contact with him ; and I resolved upon a flank movement for nvoiding it. But the old man saw me, of course, and hailed me
and asked me for my name in the harsh voice, which converted into
terror the ngue nwe the sight of him bad created, and confirmed my
purpose of avoiding him. I had not. the wit to pass on silently, pretending not to have heard his question, but, resolutely pursuing my course,
I irresolutely replied, " I cannot tell." The rear of my party soon came
up while 1 was still ncar enough to bear him say to them, "There is a
boy who snys thnt he cannot tell his name.''
Col. W chstcr wns fnlly up to the average stature and was not corpulent,
hut w:uJ portly. His walk was slow, and be supported himself by two
very long canes, in the use of which his arms were extended nearly on the
Je,·cl or his shoulders. He wore what I am led, by a process of negative
induction, to pronounce to have been a three cocked hat- I feel sure only
that. it was not. A hat of any other sort known to me. It is moreover
certain that three cocked hats were not unknown to conse"ative beads
at a time A little anterior; for Mr. Austin, father of the victim of Selfridge's pistol, and who subscribed " Honestus" to his political lampoons,
was In his tum satirized by Robert Treat Paine :
Old Honestus's three cocked hat,
Cover for wisdom and fat and fat.

Austin, in fact, was a remarkably lean old man.
Never was childish fear or aversion more misplaced than was mine on
the occ:uJion described; for the old man, who asked me for my name,
knew perfectly who I was and would have given me both his canes to do
me a pleasure •••• Col. David Webster was sheriff of the County of
Grafton, 1779 to 1809, when he gave place to William Tarlton. The
change wns caused by the shirting political humor of the day, whatever
may ha,·e been tho color of tho alleged moUves. But it may not be
impertinent to mind the undeniable fact. tbnt the sheriff bad determined,
from the beginning of his incumbency, upon a wise economy of i&l
emoluments for the benefit of his own family during the whole term ;
four, at. least, of hi~ sons were his deputies. One who knew them cannot without a disposition to mirth try to imagine a quiet cultivation of a
mountain farm in Holderness, arme(t with a capias, and conveying his
neighbor to Haverhill jail for a debt of $6.67. Days ot small things.
The early training of Col. Webster campaigning and scouting may
account fairly for a military habit of his mind, and for the careftl
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preee"atlon of the red dreea ooat that kept alive the memories of bis
youth ••••
Among hie oontemporaries In the oftlce of sheriff are found tbe names
of Thomas Bellows of Walpole, Ollyer Peabody or Exeter, Moeea Kelley
of Hopkinton, and James Carr or Somersworth. With some or t.beee
names Ia oonnected the tradition or the highest personal worth and aocial
poeition. To have been choeen into auch a peerage creates a proaLige
that cannot be disregarded in forming an estimate of the c~ter or
CoL W ebater.

One of Colonel Webster's contemporaries wrote concerning him
that " he became proprietor of valuable intervale lands, which,
as the settlements increased, grew tO a handsome estato. Tie wns
an enterprising, brave, liberal, honest, and useful man. He
possessed the resolute spirit, and had the powerful constitution
necessary and peculiar to the early settlers. He retained a remark·
able degree of vigor and health until very near the close of his
long life. He bad survived nearly all his fellow-settlers, and
passed his later years in the midst of a new generation."
Colonel Webster died in 1824, at the age of eighty-six, and
was buried in the churchyard of Trinity Episcopal Church in
Holderness. Near by are the tombs of Samuel and Arthur Livermore, his old and distinguislted friends, whose public services,
valuable as they were, have passed from the memories of men.
It is historical that slavery existed in New Hampshire, by law,
in the time of Colonel Webster, and he was the owner of two
slaves, whose bodies are buried beside that of their master. The
original bill of sale of those two slaves is now in tlte possession
of a great-granddaughter of Colonel Webster, and I copy it, in
full, on account of its rare and curious interest:Know all Men by these Presents, that I, Jacob Whittier, or :afethuen
in the County or Essex, In the Province or Massachusetts Bay, in New
England, Yeoman, in consideration or the sum or Sixty pounds, lawful
money, paid me, or secured by a note of hand, from David Webster, of
Plymouth, in the Province of New Hampshire, Gentleman, have sold,
and by these presents, do sell, unto the enid David Webster, one negroman, named "Clsoow," and one negro-woman, named "Dinah," wife or
aaid "Ciscow," both being servants for life, and now in my possession;
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To Have antl To Hold the said negroes, during the natural life of each
or them respectively, to the said David Webster, his heirs and' assigns,
according to common usage, and the laws or said Province.
In Wit.ncss Whereof I have hereunto set my band and seal, the
thirteenth of December, Anno Domini, 1769, in the t.enth year of his
Majesty's reign.
(signed) JACOB WmTTIBR (seal)
Signetl, sealed and delivered In the presence or us,
};t~enr Barker
Abigail llt\rker.

We have now finished our review of the life of Colonel Webster.
He was a type of a class, -that wonderful race of men who were
produced between 1640 and 1790 in New England, from the stock
of the British Isles. They had that strain of goveming blood
that seems wanting in the Latin and Slavonian and African races.
Colonel Webster served well his generation and" fell on sleep."
We may apply to him and his compatriots the old verse:Their bones are duet:
Their good swords ruat;
Their aoula are wi\h the Sainte, I truat.

DAVID HoBART, son of Peter and Sarah Hobart, was born in
Groton, Mass., Aug. 21, 1722. In the date of his birth in Volume
IT, Aprilshoul<l rend August. He was a grandson of Rev. Gershom
Hobart of Groton, and great-grandson of Rev. Peter Hobart of
Hingham. In 1744. David Hobart was styled of Groton. He
removed before 1747 to Dunstable, living in the part of the town
called the One Pine Hill. This part of the town was severea from
Dunstnble and annexed to Hollis in 1763. Among the residents
of One Pine Hill, and neighbors of David Hobart, were John
Willoughby, James Hobart, and Amos Phillips, who were also
his neighbors in Plymouth. The inhabitants of this part of Dunstable were dissatisfied with the settlement of Rev. Samuel Bird,
the minister of Dunstable, and many of them attended the preaching of Re''· Daniel Emerson of Hollis. In the controversy concerning the minister, and in the contested measure of annexation
to Hollis, David Hobart and his brother, Col. Samuel Hobart,
were leading and controlling men.
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During the controversy concerning the annexation of this pari
of Dunstable to Hollis, which was warmly waged 'from 1746 to
1763, the inhabitants of the One Pine Hill section, in church and
social relations and in all particnlars except a legal consummation,
were a part of Hollis. The births of their children were recorded
in Hollis. The statement that the families living in this district
immediately previous to 1763 were inhabitants of Hollis is often
met and is mainly corroot.
David Hobart was one of the grantees or original proprietors
of Plymouth. In a series of meetings the proprietors ordered a
division of a considerable part of the township into lots or farms,
directed the construction of roads, the building of mills, the
settlement of a minister, and adopted many measures to forward
the settlement. In all of these proceedings he was a potent and
influential factor.
Among the gracious measures fostered by Gov. John Went·
worth was the construction of a road from Wolfeborough to
Hanover. In 1771, after repeated solicitation, he persuaded the
council and assembly to pass an act for the construction of pass·
abla road three rods wide "from tho Governor's house in Wolfeborough, through Tuftonborough, Moultonborough, Holderness,
and Plymouth, and from thence on the straightest and bast courae
to Dartmouth College in Hanover."
In the body of the act John House and Jonathan Freeman of
Hanover and David Hobart of Plymouth were created a committee
to locate the road from the Pemigewaaset River to the college.
The report of this committee appears among miscellaneous papers
near the close of this volume.
Until the organization of the town in 1766, the proprietoN
exercised all the functions of local government and prosecuted
many measures to forward the settlement. In these proceedings
the capacity of David Hobart is clearly discerned and his future
honors are foretold. Of the twenty-two committees chosen previous to July, 1766, he was appointed on fourteen, and of nearly
all he was the chairman, and especially was he selected if the
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business referred to a committee was of more than ordinary
importance. One incident in the career of David Hobart is eloquently expressive of the esteem of his associates. The proprietors
of Plymouth were gathered around the box containing the numbers of the farms which had been surveyed, and each was about
to trust the goddess of chance while drawing a number which
should designate a future homestead. At a moment of the
kccne11t interest and excitement, the wheel of fortune was stayed
until David Hobart and two others had selected farms for themselves. It was an honor delicately expressed, and a fitting reward
for eminent and faithful service. He selected lot No. 1 on the
Pemigcwasset and lot No. 30 on Daker's River. Both were intervale lots.
He removed to Plymouth in 1'765. He was a selectman of the
town, 1'16'1 and 1'768. At a meeting of the proprietors, July 20,
1'172, Samuel Livermore and David Hobart were chosen " a
committee or agents for the proprietors of Plymouth to wait on
His Excellency the Governor in order to procure a new charter
of the township of Plymouth." The object of this procedure
was a better definition of the western boundaries and an incidental
enlargement of territory. The petition was presented Nov. 28,
1'172, and after a hearing, :March 23, 1'173, it was graciously
dismissed. In 1'173 the county of Grafton was organized, and
a new regiment was added to the militia of the colony. 'David
Hobart was appointed a judge of tho Court of Common Pleas,
and was commissioned lieutenant-colonel of tho eleventh regiment:
of which John Fenton was the colonel, and David Webster captain,
of the Plymouth company. The following year David Webster
wns promoted to major, succeeding Jonathan M. Sewall, resigned.
In 1'1'1 4 David Hobart was one of the many signers of the
petitions praying that the town of Plymouth be granted the privilege of representation in the colonial assembly, and during the
same year be was one of the men who joined in the payment of the
expenses of Abel Webster, a delegate to the first provincial congress.
John Fenton, the colonel of the regiment and the representative-
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eleot to the colonial assembly in education and association wns a
spontaneous Tory. David Hobart and the other men of Plymouth
as naturally were patriots. At the outbreak of the Revolution
the supreme service of David Hobart was begun. His devotion
and patriotism are frequently noted in the history of the town
during the earlier years ·of the war, and Chapters VIII, IX, and
X should be included in this biography. The provincial congress,
w~ich in 1775 was the only governmental body in New Ramp·
shire, had neither time nor authority to promulgate a system
of laws or to create new military organizations. The congress
assumed that the existing statutes, which did not interfere with
the new plan of government, were still in force, and that the
militia system created by the colony, with some imperative changes,
could be utilized by the new government. The congress assumed
the regiments as the colonial government loft them. Tho Tories
voluntarily vacated their commissions, the lukewarm were superseded by men of approved fibre. Thus the army of a colony became
the army of a State. New commissions were issued, and the
seat of government and command was removed from Portsmouth
to Exeter. In June, 1775, there was no colonel of the eleventh
regiment, and the remaining field officers had not receive? new
commissions. The congress directed the eight towns in the regiment to choose delegates to meet at the courthouse in Plymouth,
and to select and recommend suitable men for the officers of the
regiment. This convention of delegates, as stated in Chapter
VIII, assembled June 23, 1775. There is no existing record of
the proceedi~, but without doubt the choice of the delegates is
made known by the subsequent action of the provincial congress.
.The selection of David Hobart for this important tntst was a
natural proceeding and, to one acquainted with the early annals
of the towns in interest, an expected conclusion. The assernbletl
delegates remembered that in 1755 he had served, a sergeant,
in the · company from Hollis and vicinity, commanded by Capt.
Peter Powers in Colonel Blanchard's regiment. In the same
company was Deacon John Willoughby, and possibly he was a
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delegate and proud to commend a comrade in the French and
Indian War.
David Hobart was an ensign of the Hollis company of colonial
militia when he removed to Plymouth. Subsequently he demonstrated his capacity in military service as a captain of the
I>lymonth company and as a lieutenant-colonel of the eleventh
re.giment of colonial militia. At this date, Colonel Fenton being
eliminate1l, l10 was the superior in military rank of any person
living within the territorial limits of the regiment. For similar
reasons Maj. David Webster was recommended for promotion at
this time. The provincial congress, Aug. 24, 1775, appointed
Lieut.-Col. DaYid Hobart colonel, and Maj. David Webster
lieutenant-colonel of the eleventh regiment of the reorganized
militia. The commissions were dated Sept. 5, 1775, and soon
after Samuel Shepard of Holderness and Alexander Craig of
Rumney were appointed and coinmissioned majors.
In tho revolutionary period the State was divided into fifteen
and later eighteen military districts, called regiments. Every man
liable by law to military duty, living within a district, was a
con11tituent part of the regiment. In any mention of the regiments
of Colonel Cilley or Colonel Scammell, reference is made to a
colledcd nmnbcr of organized companies under arms constituting
a regiment. The regiments of Colonel Hobart and the other
colonels of the same class were the aggregation of a number of
citizens liable to military duty and enrolled in companies. In
such connection the term regiment was sometimes employed to
designate a territory or section of the State to which reference
was made. The statement that men out of Colonel Hobart's
regiment enlisted into Colonel Scammell's regiment finds many
parallels in tl1e Revolutionary War rolls to designate the section
of the State in which the recruits of Colonel .Scnmmell's regiment
were raised.
The duties of a colonel of one .of the regiments of militia were
onerous and exacting.
directed the organization and military
exercises of the companies in the several ·towns of his regiment,
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and was charged with a general supervision of military affairs.
In a call for men the quota was assessed upon the regiment, noel
the colonel made a division of the demand among the towns.
He promulgated the military orders issued by the State government, and was held responsible for the attitude and efficiency of
the militia of his regiment.
The public men of the Revolution, the generals, the judicial,
executive, and legislative leaders wore beset with problems and
perplexities. The conditions were new and constantly. changing.
The untested fibres of government were loosely woven, and every
leader in civil or military affairs was a pilot, without a written
chart, upon unknown waters. The weak fell by the wayside, and
only the wise and the strong were enduring factors. Col David
Hobart survived the exacting ordeal. As told in another chapter
of this volume, he promptly filled every quota and faithfully
responded to every demand of the government and every call for
help from the northern frontiers. The record of the eleventh
regiment in the Revolution is a completed page in the annals of
New Hampshire.
In the spring and early summer of 1777 there were imporutive
calls for men to chock tho progress of tho enemy, to rcinforco and
save, if possible, Ticonderoga, and to resist an invasion of Vermont. Added to these requisitions was the call for men enlisted
for three years or for the war to fill the continental regiments,
The manner in which Colonel Hobart met these accumulating
demands was an exacting measure of his capacity and resources.
His ability and his successful labors in these efforts are disclosed
in Chapter X. In this connection it is necessary to repeat that
Colonel Hobart was selected to command the companies raised
in his own and in the regiments of Colonels Morey, Chase, and
Bellows. With these companies he joined General Stark at
Charlestown and marched to Dennington. In the battle that
ensued he proved himself a brave man among brave men, and
won the commendation of General Stark. In General Stark's
report of the battle he is called Colonel "Hubbard," and Delknap
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and Darstow and other historians have incorrectly written the
name, but no error can lessen the fame of Colonel Hobart. O.f
him Chandler E. Potter, in Military History of New Hampshire,
hns wriU.en "Colonel Hobart fought with groat bravery in the
battle of Bennington, nnd rcceh·ed due credit from his general
ou that occasion. He, with Colonel Stickney, led the detachment
against the Tory breastwork, where there was the most desperate
fighting. The Tories expected no quarter, and gave none- fighting to the last like tigers. They were completely surrounded
within their fortifications, and the work of death was finished
with bayonets and clubbed muskets. Hobart and Stickney saw
the work thoroughly done."
After his return to Plymouth in September, 1777, Colonel
Hobart continued in command of the regiment nearly two years.
His influence without doubt was increased, and his efficiency
was not 1C88Cncd. lie continued to be aided by the loyal support
of Lieutenant-Colonel Webster, whose vigorous mind and active
temperament rendered him an efficient co-laborer. The wife of
Colonel Hobart died in Plymouth in 1778. At this time his four
children were married and settled in life. At the time of his
second marriage, in 1779, he removed to Haverhill, Mass., where
he lived in retirement until his death in 1799.
Many of the contemporaries of Colonel Hobart who were simi· •
larly connected with public affairs have left a voluminous correspondence and ample files of original documents reflecting light
upon the labor and character of the writer. It is a singular fact,
and striking in contrast, that the letters and reports of this able
mnn and ardent patriot now preserved in the town and State
archives are so small in number. In this fact there is no inference
of disparagement. Success is silent. Failures, investigations,
and reprimands present ampler material for biography.
In the peaceful days of the colony David Hobart was a plain,
estimable citizen, meeting the problems of life with courage and
fortitude. With advancing years he lived in an age that developed
character and educated leaders for troublous times. He marched
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forward with the procession of events. A farmer, a judge, and a
general,- in all he maintained a quiet dignity, with a.mplo
resources to meet the increasing demands upon his wisdom and
ability. After four years of service and accumulating sacrifice,
laying aside his sword and commission, he tenders his resignation in language conspicuous in brevity and in freedom from
ostentation.
To the Honorable Geneml Court for the State of New Hampshire.
GentlemenI have been Honored with the Command of the Eleventh
Regiment of Milltia In this State for some years past, which trust I have
Discharged according to the best of my capneity- and by change of
circumstaneee it will be inconvenient for me to se"e in this station any
longer- Wherefore I beg leave to resign this public trust & accordingly
Do resign this command, & beg the Honorable Court to accep' the
same
I am Gentlemen your moat obedient Humble Se"ant
D.t.vm HoB.AllT
Plymouth June 14'!' 1779

FB.A.NOIS WoRCESTER, son of Rev. Francis and Abigail (Carleton) Worcester, was hom in Bradford, Mass., March 30, 1721,
and died in Plymouth, Oct. 19, 1800. He settled in Hollis in
1744, and resided in that town twenty-four years. He was a
• selectman of Hollis six years, moderator of the annual town meeting eleven years, town treasurer twenty years, and a deacon of
the church in Hollis fourteen years. With such credentials of
esteem and confidence he removed to Plymouth in 1768, and here
renewed many friendships among the former residents of Hollis.
He settled on the Lower Intervale, and within a few years he
erecte.d a substantial dwelling and farm buildings. He was a
selectman of Plymouth, 1769, a moderator of many town meetings,
auditor of town accounts, and a deacon of the Congregational
church.
In the conduct of town affairs many in this town were more
frequently elected to office; but in shaping policies, in directing
the action of the town upon the momentous issues of his time,
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no one was more potent than Francis Worcester. His field was
'not limited to Plymouth. He was a leader in the county and an
esteemed and useful factor in the councils of the State.
In 1776 he was appointed a coroner for Grafton County. In
the autumn of the same year he was chosen a representative from
tho classed towns,- Plymouth, Ne\v Chester, Cockermouth, and
Alexandria. The district as then constituted included the present
towns of Plymouth, Groton, Hebron, Bridgewater, Bristol, and
1Ii11. lie was ro-olccted in 1771 and 1778. The first of these
three annual legislatures convened Dec. 18, 1776, and the third
was <lissolved Nov. 19, 1779. ·
These were eventful years, and grave responsibility was thrust
upon the humblest member of the legislature. The constitution
Yested the council and assembly with executive power, and the
exigencies of the times made every member a minister of war.
The ahhrcviated journals and tho few letters which estimate his
scrviro afford evidence that Francis Worcester was an able support<'r of the measures and policy which gave New Hampshire
an honorable position in the Revolution. This service was
approved by the people. The following year he was elected by
the voters of Grafton County to the council or senate. The legislntivo year began Dec. 15, 1779. The following year Charles
J olmston of Haverhill represented the county in the council, hut
Mr. Worcester was a member of this dignified body the two succeeding ycnrs, and a representative in the legislature which conven<'!l in Dec<>mhcr, 1783, being the last l<>.gislature under the
temporary constitution. After the adoption of a permanent State
const.it.ntion he was a State senator 1785 and 1788- thus compl<>t.ing fivo terms of service in the upper branch of the legislature.
In t.ho council and senate Francis Worcester was associated in
service with Meshech Weare, Josiah Bartlett, Matthew Thornton,
Woodbury Langdon, Ebenezer Webster, and other leaders in the
Revolution. In mch surroundings he maintained an established
reputation for wisdom and ability in tho solution of the gravest
problems of an exacting period. He was a constant friend of
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lleshech Weare and a loyal supporter of the Exeter government.
It is apparent that he was not in sympathy with the attitude of a
majority of the towns in the western part of the county and in
their refusal to be represented .in the legislature. In effecting
a more harmonious sentiment, the pacific and conservative qualities
of Mr. Worcester were constantly in exercise. How far he was
instrumental in electing Charles J ohnaton to the cotmcil in tho
autumn of 1778 and 1780 cannot be accurately stated. At the
election of a legislature in the autumn of 1782, although elected
to the council, be was not a willing candidate. To lead the dissatisfied towns into closer relations with the State government,
he urged the election of a candidate from that section. With
this understanding be was elected a representative, and, when it
appeared that he had been elected to the council against his
own advice, Edward Everett was elected a representative on a
second ballot.
The service of Mr. Worcester as a delegate to the conventions
to frame a State constitution, and to the convention which ratified
the Federal constitution, is stated in another chapter. He was a
member of the town committee of safety and was a justice of the
peace from 1784 to 1800.
He was a man of superior education, gentle and cultivated in
manner, and deliberate and conscientious in the discharge of duty.
If he was not a dictator he was an advisory leader of men. In
the days of the Revolution there Wl\8 an abundance of enthusiasm
and courage. Public sentiment needed contact with pacific men
of the type of Francis Worcester.
ABEL WEBSTER, son of Nathan and Martha Webster, was born
in Bradford, Mass., July 2, 1726. Nathan, the father, removed
from Bradford to Chester in 1738. Abel, the son, was reared in
Chester among an intelligent and vigorous race of men. In the
progress of the French and Indian War there were not many
young men who did not serve one or more campaigns. Abel
Webster was not an exception, and in the campaign of 17 58 he
served in Capt. Nehemiah Lovewell's company of Col. John Hart's
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regiment, of which Josiah Brown was the ensign. At this date
he was a resident of Hollis, where he continued to reside until he
remoYed to this town. The most casual study of the lifework of
Abel Webster reveals the fact that he was a man of superior ability
nnd one who had enjoyed more liberal educational advantages than
lmd n majority of his associates. He wrote a fair hand, and his
composition is compact and perspicuous.
lie wns a grantee of Plymouth, and in the proceedings of the
organization of proprietors he was associated with several able
men who were honored in life and are conspicuous in the annals
of their time. In such surroundings Abel Webster was honored
by preferment and maintained a prominent position. He was
frequently invited by his associates to serve on committees, and
he was the clerk of the organization from the first meeting, in
1'163, until 1'1'19. In 1'164, while Rev. Nathan Ward was at
Hollis in conference with the proprietors concerning his future
ministry in Plymouth, he was entertained at the home of Abel
WellSter.
In 1'161 he was one of the selectmen of Hollis, and he was
taxed in that town to and including 1'165. Later in 1'165 or
early in 1'166 he removed with his family to Plymouth. He was
present at the first town meeting in July, 1'166, and was elected
an auditor of accounts; and beginning 1'168 he was town clerk
twelve consecutive years.
If he had remained through life in Hollis, and if peace and tho
government of the colony had not been overthrown, it is certain
that Abel Webster would have met with honor the duties of life,
but would not have attracted the notice of the present generation
of mc:>n. During the years of his active life a town was founded,
nnd tltrough revolution a Stnte was founded upon the dismembered frngmcnta of a colony. In such eras weak men, like spindling plants, are weeded from the rows and only the strong survive.
In the cnrly nffnirs of Plymouth he was a counsellor and a leader,
and in tltc Revolution he was a bold and fearless patriot. Beginning several months previous to the dissolution of the colonial
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assembly and council and the departure from the State of Governor Wentworth, the real government of New Hampshire was
vested in four provincial congresses.
The fifth congress established a State government. As stated
in Chapter VIII, Abel Webster was a delegate from Plymouth to
the first four congresses which met and surmounted the emergencies of the eventful year 1775. Of the first and second congresses, which assembled at Exeter, July 211 17741 and Jan. 25,
1775, the journals are not preserved, but it is certain that he \vas
in attendance, and it is reasonably certain that he was the only
delegate from Grafton County.
The proceedings of the congresses were progressive, gradually
assuming the functions of a government. Abel Webster was permitted to join with his patriotic associates in the organization of
regiments, in the appointment of officers, and in the adoption
of vigorous war measures. The most momentous problem demanding serious consideration was the formulation of a plan of civil
government. The delegate from Plymouth was honored with an
appointment on the committee to which the subject was referred.
In the succeeding years of the war, and while he remained a
citizen of this town, he was an ardent patriot, serving upon the
town committee of safety and maintaining an honored position
among his fellow-men.
There is ample evidence in the records for the conclusion that
until 1776 he was in sympathy and harmony with the churches
in Hollis and Plymouth. He was one of the committee selected
to wait upon Rev. Nathan Ward and communicate to him the
desire of the proprietors that he accept the extended call to dwell
with and minister to them. On Inter O<'.CaAions he was rcpcnto.lly
elected by the town in parish affairs. In 1777 Abel Webster nnd
a few others, as stated in another chapter, dissented to a vote to
continue the salary of the pastor, alleging that they were Baptists
and not in sympathy with the prevailing creed. He removed from
Plymouth in 1783. The remainder of his life was uneventful He
lived in Kingston and with his sons in Vcrmont. Later he had
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a home with his youngest daughter in Chester, where he died
Feb. 14, 1801.
JosJAU DnowN, son of Samuel and Elizabeth (Wheeler) Brown,
"'ns born in Byfield Parish in Rowley, Mass., May 3, 1720. His
parents removed from Rowley to Littleton, Mass., in 1729, and
there he grew to manhood, removing to Hollis in 1743. He was
one of the petitioners in 1744 for a garrison in that town and
was a town officer in 1747 and 1748. Joseph Blanchard, Jr., a
well-known surveyor, with several assistants established the exterior line of the Masonian patent in 1751. It was a curved line
extending from near the town of Rindge on the State line through
Sunapee Lake and Newfound Lake and onward to Conway. This
line, as then surveyed and established, was the northern line of
New Chester, which then included Bridgewater. Plymouth at that
date wns ungranted land. Josiah Brown was one of the assistants
of Joseph Blanchard, Jr., in this survey, and together they
traversed the line that now divides Plymouth and Bridgewater.
Among those who became residents of Plymouth, Josiah Brown,
in his visit in 1751, so far as known, was the first to approach
the locality. The surveying party passed through wooded uplands
into the beautiful valley of the Pemigcwasset. They chanced
upon an tmgrant.cd and nntonante1l tract inviting settlement. It
is safe to assume that Blanchard and Brown carried to their homes
fairy tales of the fertility of the soil and the beauty of the surroundings. Not long after both were grantees of the township,
and :Mr. Brown became a permanent resident. Josiah Brown, in
1745, served five weeks and four days in Captain Goffe's company in scouting between the Merrimack and Connecticut rivers.
In the progress of the French and Indian War, which delayed
charters and suspended settlements of new towns, he was commissioned by Gov. Benning Wentworth an ensign in the company
of Capt. Nehemiah Lovewell in Colonel Hart's regiment. His
commission was dated April 9, 1758, and he was in service untii
the follo,ving December.
VOL.I.-27
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Early in 1'163, after the charter of Plymouth bad been assured,
but before it had been issued, Ensign Josiah Brown and Ensign
David Hobart were selected by their associates to employ a surveyor and to divide a part of the proposed township into lots.
They employed Joseph Blanchard, and the records set forth that
Josiah Brown was in Plymouth a considerable part of the summer
and autumn of 1'163. The following year, with the ~rrival of tho
:first settlers, he removed with his family to this town, and hero
he passed the remaining years of his life. He was ·two years
younger than Stephen Webster, Sr., seven years younger than
Benjamin Dearborn, but he was older than Rev. Nathan Ward
or Col. David Hobarl He purchased several tracts of divided
lands and four full rights, and thus became the owner of about
one-twelfth of the township. His homestead was on the Lower
Intervale.
He was commissioned, May 24, 1'165, a lieutenant of a company of detached militia of which David Hobart was the captain.
After the organization of the eleventh regiment he held a commission of the same rank a short time. From 1765, with unbroken
precision, he is styled in the records "I.ient. Josiah Brown."
As represented in other chapters and as expressed in the rocords
of the proprietors, he was frequently appointed on important committees and was an esteemed and a potent factor in the business
of the organization. He was one of the strong men of the settlement, and held an honored position among the fathers of the town.
If incapacitated by the infirmities of age from active service in
the Revolution, he remained a wise and useful counsellor. He
died late in 178'1 or early in the following year. He was deceased
March 28, 1'188.
Moon RussELL, son of I.ieut.'Pclatialt and Olh•o (Moor) Russell, was hom in Litchfield, Oct. 30, 175'1. IIis father died about
the date of his birth, and little is known of ltis childhood and
youth. In 177 5 he was a soldier in the siege of Boston, and
participated in the battle of Dunker Hill. His name is not found
in the New Hampshire rolls of 1775. Among the Massachusetts
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war rolls is a fragment, without date, bearing the name of :Moor
RU88ell and other soldiers attested by J. Gilman, probably Josiah
Gilman, proving the roll to be of New Hampshire origin. Imme<liatcly after this service, in 1775, he removed to Haverhill, where
he resided twenty-five years. He enlisted at Haverhill, Oct. 12,
1776, in a company of rangers commanded by Capt. Josiah Russell of Plainfield. This company of fifty-five men served on the
northern frontiers, and was discharged Dec. 1, 1776. He also
served in Capt. Timothy Barron's company in Colonel. Bedel's
l'f'..giment from April 13, 1777, to April 1, 1778. This regiment,
of which David Webster of Plymouth was lieutenant-colonel a
part of the year, was stationed at the forts on the Connecticut
River and employed in scouting on the frontiers. In his application for a pension, which was granted 1833, he made no mention
of the two earlier enlistments, and presented the term of service
of which tl1e proofs were available.
lie owned and occupied a large and productive farm in the
southern part of Haverhill, adjoining Piermont, and soon became
prominent in the affairs of that prosperous town. He was one of
the petitioners for the incorporation of the Haverhill Academy
1794, a representative 1790 and 1800, selectman 1800, and moderator 1801. He removed from Haverhill to Plymouth, 1801.
Three years previously he had established a store in this town.
At this date the towns of Haverhill and Plymouth were included
in the twelfth senatorial district. At the annual election, Tuesday,
March 10, 1801, he wns chosen a senator and two days later be
removed to Plymouth. He was re-elected to the senate 1802, 1803,
1810, 1811, nnd 1812. He was a selectman 1805 and 1823, and
a representative 1823 and 1824, completing a service of ten years
in the St.ate legislature. He was one of the incorporators of the
:first bank in Grafton County, known as the Coos and later as the
Grafton Bank of Haverhill.
· At the time Moor Russell removed to this town Plymouth was
becoming a social and political centre among the surrounding
towns. The main lines of travel and the post routes were through
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the town, and the roads in all directions centred here. Fanning
was the principal pursuit of the people, and the plain and simple
customs of a former generation were preserved. Changes were
near, and the town was entering upon an era of prospel'ity. A
new Plymouth, with the throbbing energies of progress, was press·
ing forward to succeed the Plymouth planted in the wilderness
by the plain and rugged men of a former generation. Moor Rus·
sell, in mind and character, in faith and vision of the future, was
a safe and prudent leader in the progress and reforms of his time.
His consistent life was a power for good in the community. He
contributed liberally to the support of the church, and from an
early date he was an advocate of temperance, being first among
the merchants to renounce the traffic in spirituous liquors. He was
a member of the executive committee of the Grafton County Bible
Society, and was associated with charitable and benevolent organi·
zations of his time. Although an active merchant, from early
manhood to venerable age he was a fa~er and a general dealer
in lumber, cattle, and every production of the farm and forest.
The activities of his business career embraced every commodity
that was produced and sold in Plymouth. As a merchant he was
the founder of the oldest mercantile firm in this vicinity. His
:first .store, established 1798, and three years before his removal
to this town, was on the north side of Highland Street and a short
distance west of the present brick store. The building, a land·
mark of Plymouth, remains, and for many years has been occupied
as a dwelling. The store of Moor Russell was tho depot of supply
for several towns. In the early years the goods were purchased
in Portsmouth and later in Boston, and several teams were
employed drawing supplies and in transporting to market the
products of the farm which had been taken in exchange for goods.
Leaving his untarnished mantle upon the shoulders of his sons, he
retired from business several years before his death. At times,
with partners, the business has been continued by his sons and
grandsons to the present time. The brick store was built in 1822
and enlarged 1854.
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Moor Russell, venerable in years and rich in the rewards of a
useful life, died in Plymouth Aug. 29, 1851.
SAMUEL EMERSON1 son of Nathaniel and Mehitable (Eastman)
Emerson, was born in llaverhill, Mass., May 9, 1736. His father
died when he was five years of age, and seven years later his mother
became the wife of Thomas Abbot of Concord. Samuel Emerson
possibly lived a few years in Concord, but he removed from Newburyport, Mass., to this town in 1770. He settled north of Baker's
River and there resided until his death. He was a farmer, but
he was almost continuously employ~ in public service. In a
review of what he did in life, and the manner in which hi.s many
and complex duties were performed, we gain essential assistance
in nn estimate of his ability and characteristics.
He was clerk of the proprietors many years, and was frequently
chosen nn agent in the conduct of the affairs of the association.
lie wns a selectman of Plymouth twenty-seven years. His labor
in this capacity began in 1774 and ended in March, 1803. Except
the years 1778 and 1788 it was continuous service. He was the
town clerk from 1781 to 1802 inclusive. He was a representative
for the year beginning in December, 1775, being the first legislature under the temporary constitution. In 1776 he was appointed
a justice of the peace, and was continuously reappointed until
1814, when he declined a new commission. He was Register of
Deeds for Grafton County 1779 to 1786 and county treasurer 1782
to 1786. The most conspicuous service of Samuel Emerson was
upon the bench of the Court of Common Pleas of Grafton County.
At the reorganization of the courts in 1776 he was appointed as
associate jnsti<'.e and sorving in this capacity with Chief Justices
Hurd and Payne unti11782, when he was appointed chief justice,
superseding Judge Payne. He was continued in this position
until he was disqualified by the constitutional qualification of age,
May 9, 1806. His successor, Judge Ezra Bartlett of Warren, was
appointed June 14, 1806.
In the midst of these employments he conducted a farm and
found opportunity to serve as highway surveyor, to draw many
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business and legal papers, to draft petitions, and to act as refereo
in the adjustment of disputes among his townsmen.
He wrote a fair hand. His composition was smooth and cloar.
His records were not abbreviated, and all essential facts were
plainly and fully stated. He was appointed a judge at a time
when lawyers were seldom called to the bench. The qualincation.s
in his time were good sense and integrity. Samuel Emerson pos·
scased both, and his service was continued many years.
At the reorganization of the courts under the permanent constitution, the representatives of Grafton County recommended to the
executive the appointment of Elisha Payne chief justice, and
Samuel Emerson first associate justice of the Court of Common
Pleas. At the same time they recommended the appointment of
Timothy Bedel for sheriff. The governor and' council in March,
1785, revised the proposed division of the offices between the
eastern and western parts of the county. They reappointed
Samuel Emerson chief justice, and continued David Webster in
the office of sheriff.
In the Revolution Samuel Emerson was not under arms or in
command of companies or regiments, but his patriotism and his
loyal attitude to the State is fully attested by his laborious service
as a committee of safety, as a selectman, as a muster master, and
as a representative during the eventful year of 1776. The position of Samuel Emerson in the annals of Plymouth is easily discerned. He was the product and not the creator of public
sentiment. In the quality of leadership, in formulating policies,
and in a ready solution of the problems of the hour he was not
the equal of Francia Worcester, David Hobart, and David Webster,
but in industry and in attention to the details of public service
his career :finds few parallels in this or other towns. His life·
work was exceptional, and demonstrates the utility in public service of industry and judgment. At one and the same time on
repeated occasions he was a judgo, a selectman, a town clerk, a
school committee, a highway surveyor, and a member of a special
town committee. In each employment he labored with equal appli-
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cation and dignified the office by a studious attention to the smallest
detail. He died September, 1819. Upon his headstone, when
erected, should be inscribed "Industry and Integrity."
STEPUEN WEBSTER, son of Nathan and Rachel (Stevens) Webster, was born in Haverhill, Mass., Feb. 18, 1717/8. He lived in
Chester and in Hollis, removing to Plymouth early in the year
176G. At this date his son, Col. David Webster, had lived in this
town two years. He was a selectman of Chester, 1758, 1759, and
of Hollis, 17G2, 17G3, and 1765. He was the first· town clerk of
Plymouth, and a selectman 176G, 1778. The valor and good service .of two of his sons in the Revolution made ample amends for
the infirmities of advancing age, which prevented him from sharing
the vicissitudes of. war. He was a zealous patriot and faithfully
served the cause as a member of the town committee of safety. In
early Jife he had been a school teacher, and it is one of the pleasing
trnditions of l)lymouth that at his home he instructed the youth
of his neigM>Orhood. The records afford many proofs that he was
educated beyond the measure of his time and that he merited
the esteem and respect of the community, which were freely
·
bestowed.
The strength of the present and the hope of tho future are
fortified in the evidence tbat the virtues and tested character of
the fntbers are renewed in the qualities of the sons. Stephen
Webster is a type of an ancestor whose biography is written in the
lives of his descendants.
Among the complimentary notices of this worthy man is the
statement that be was a .deacon of tbe Congregational church from
17G7 to 1708. No doubt he was worthy, and in the absence of
early church records the assumption was easy, hut the statement
is not sustained. He was a Baptist, and was excused at his request
from tho payment of a parish tax for the support of Mr. Ward
from 1780 until his death. He died 1798.
·
CAPT. J OTIIAM CuMMINGs, son of J arabmael and Hannah (Farwell) Cummings, was born in Hollis, Dec. 29, 1741. His father
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died before he was six years of age, and his mother booame the
wife of Deacon Stephen Jewett of Hollis. In 1760 Col. John
Goffe commanded a regiment of eight hundred men raised for tho
invasion of Canada. The regiment marched through Petcrborougla,
Keene, Charlestown, and from thence to Crown Point, cutting a
road through the wilderness much of the way. The campaign of
this year completed the conquest of Canada. J otham Cummings
served in Capt. Nehemiah Lovewell's company of this regiment
froni April to November. David Ails, later of this town, was his
companion in arms, and David Webster was a corporal in another
company of the same regiment. At the date of the charter of
Plymouth Jotham Cummings was twenty-one years of age. He
was one of the grantees and an early member of the church. He
removed to Plymouth with a wife and infant child during the
summer of 1764. At the first town meeting in this town in July,
1766, he was elected a doer reeve. He lived in Rumney from the
autumn of 1766 until 1773. During the years succeeding he was
a nseful and a respected citizen of this town. He was a selecbnan
1780 and 1788, and was frequently appointed on committees and
elected to office many years. The appointments made by Gov.
John Wentworth in the organization of Grafton County were
vacated by the Revolution. In the reorganization by the legislature in 1776 Jotham Cummings was appointed sheriff and held
the appointment three years and until he was succeeded by his
friend and neighbor Col. David Webster. He was a lieutenant in
the Revolution in 1775, serving upon the frontiers, and subsequently a captain of the Plymouth company of Colonel Hobart's
regiment.
The father of Capt. Jotham Cummings and one of his eons
were surveyors of good repute. Under what conditions and when
Captain Cummings learned the art are not kno\vn. The township of Plymouth was surveyed and divided into lots by Joseph
Blanchard of Merrimack and :Matthew Patten of Bedford. If
Captain Cummings was employed it was in a subordinate position.
His skill, however, was recognized in his appointment about 1779

DIOGBAPHY.

4:25

as deputy surveyor under Isaac Rindge, the surveyor-general of
the province. He surveyed the town of Cardigan, now Orange,
and in the preparation for a regrant by Gov. John Wentworth he
surveyed the governor's fal'DlS of five hundred acres each in Plymouth, Campton, Rumney, Lyme, Orford, and Piermont, and the
grant to John Fenton. The plans and minutes of all these surveys,
in the handwriting of Captain Cummings, are filed at Concord.
lie died April14, 1808.
JosiAH BnowN, son of Lieut. Josiah and Anna (Farwell)
Brown, was born in Hollis, Jan. 31, 1759. He was the youngest
of nine children and was five years of age when the family removed
to Plymouth. The mantle of a venerable father fell upon a son
of the same name. He was an able and useful citizen of this town
until 1802, when he removed from the State.
In the Revolution he served twelve days in Captain Willoughby's
company, in Colonel Webster's detachment, at the Ticonderoga
alarm, 1777. He returned from a march to Cavendish, Vt.,
July 16, and enlisted in Colonel Hobart's regiment July 21. He
was engaged in the battle of Bennington and was discharged to
date September 28. He enlisted September 25 into Captain Willoughby's company of Colonel Webster's detachment and marched
to Saratoga, receiving his discharge October 28. All of this
service was in 1777. In the organization of Colonel Mooney's
regiment, in 1779, Josiah Brown was appointed a lieutenant by
the committee of safety. For reasons unknown he declined the
proffered appointment. In 1787 he removed to Bridgewater, but
returned to Plymouth the following year.
In tho Stato militia he wns commissioned an ensign of the first
company of the sixteenth regiment, June 11, 1790, and was promoted to cnptain, J nne 12, 1793, resigning the latter commission,
Dec. 9, 1797. He wns a selectman of Plymouth, 1790, 1795, 1798,
and 1800. In the State legislature he was a representative from
Plymout.h and Rumney, 1795, 1797, 1798, and 1799. In 1800
Plymouth was rondo a rcprcsontativo district and Josiah Brown
was tlte representative, 1800 and 1801. In the records it is stated
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on two occasions "he was elected by a large majority." He waa
appointed a coroner, 1797, and a justice of the peace, 1799.
Evidently he was a man of character and ability, and certainly
he was popular and was highly esteemed by his townsmen. In
1801 he removed to Windsor, P. Q. :Many of his descendants
have been successful in professional and business employments.
JoHN WILLOUGHBY, son of John and Anna (Chamberlain)
Willoughby, was hom in Billerica, :Mass., Dec. 24, 1735. In his
youth his father removed from Billerica to One Pine Hill in
Dunstable. The homestead was annexed to Hollis in 1763, and
he removed to Plymouth, 1764.
In the French and Indian War John Willoughby is credited
with service from April to November, 1755, in Colonel Blanchard's
regiment; from August to November, 1757, in Major Tash's
battalion; and from April to October in Colonel Hart's regiment.
Worcester's Hollis credits all the service to John the father, who
was hom 1707. It is probable that a part or all of this service
was performed by John Willoughby the son, who subsequently
lived in Plymouth.
He was one of the original grantees of the town, and was one of
the surveying party who divided a part of the township into lots
in the summer and autumn of 1763. He settled near the residence now of John Keniston. He was a selectman, 1766, 1767,
1769, 1772, 1773, 1779, and through the active years of his life
he was a useful citizen.
In the Revolution he was one of the town committee of safety,
and in 1776, with other Plymouth men, he served in Captain
Eames' company upon the northern frontiers. His service the
following year as a captain is fully stated in another chapter.
His good service as a soldier was consistent with his excellent
record in the conscientious discharge of every duty.
He was a consistent and devoted supporter of the church and
was a deacon many years. Tradition asserts that he honored the
office sixty-seven years, which is probably correct, but there is no
original ~ecord of his election and induction into the office. As
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he added years to great age he was known and esteemed by the
grandchildren of his early associates.
Of life's put woes, t.he fading trace
Hath given that aged patriarch's face
Expression, holy, deep, resigned,
The calm sublimity of mind.

He died, June 22, 1834, aged ninety-eight and one-half years.
In a funeral discourse ltev. George Punchard said he was one of
the most perfect examples of a blameless and holy old age he had
cv~r known and that every remembrance of him was pleasant and
honorable.
WILLIA~l WEnSTEn, son of Col. David and Elizabeth (Clough)
'Vebster, was hom in Plymouth, Jan. 2, 1769, and died April16,
1848. He was a man of untiring energy and enterprise, and
much of tho work planned and outlined in his life has been continued by his successors. He was a striking example of a class of ·
sagacious men whose foresight and achievements enrich the future.
He owned a large tract of land in the ,central part of the village,
including the site of the Congregational church, the bank, the
courthouse, and the normal school. He sold at nominal prices or
donated several lots in the interest of present improvement and
:futuro convenience. He was a landlord. For many years the
hotel of Colonel Webster, upon the site of the Pcmigewasset House,
was tho most attractive and popular of any inn in the eastern part
of Grafton County.
Arriving at manhood a few years after the Revolution, and
sharing the military spirit and proud of the service of his honored
fat.hcr, it is natural to anticipate thnt ho would bo an enthusiastic
supporter of the militia system of his time. The story of his
service in the militia ·is the record of rapid promotion. He
retired with the rank of colonel, 1808. In 1808 he was appointed
by the legislature the chairman of a commission to establish the
town lines of New Chester, Alexandria, and Danbury. The
esteem of his townsmen and their estimate of his integrity and
ability were expressed on many occasions. He was a selootm~
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sixteen years and he represented the town in the State legislature
seventeen consecutive years.
Colonel Webster was one of the petitioners for tho incorporation of Holmes Plymouth Academy and a trustee from .1826 to
1837. From first to last he was a loyal and an able supporter of
the institution, and the meetings of the trustees were frequently
held at his house. H some of the friends of the ·academy faltered
and felt that the support of the institution was a burden, William
Webster, William Wallace Russell, and John Rogers, representing
an honored trinity in the families of Plymouth, were conspicuous in a heroic struggle for its maintenance.
The name of Colonel Webster stands first upon the petition for
the incorporation of the Pemigewasset Bank. He was a director
twenty years, or during the existence of the bank, and was president the last sixteen years.
He lived in a formative period in the life of the town. He contributed much to the Plymouth of his time and he is giving much
.
to the Plymouth of to-day.
WILLIAK WALLAOE RussELL, son of Moor and Elizabeth (Webster) Russell, was born. in Plymouth, May 15, 1801, and died
Sept. 3, 1872. Three of the sons of Moor Russell were merchants
an unequal number of years in the store he had founded. David
Moor Russell, the oldest son and the immediate successor of his
father, was a man of unusual energy and business capacity, and
while he remained in Plymouth a prominent and honored citizen.
He removed to Alabama in 1833. Charles James Russell, the
youngest son, was a clerk and a partner in the business from 184:2
to 1853, when he entered upon an active and successful business
career in Boston and later in Wisconsin.
William Wallace RuBBell, the second son, in his youth was a
clerk and through the active years of his life was a merchant in
the brick store founded in the toil and redolent in tlae memories
of his kindred. He was admitted to a partnership with his older
brother in 1826, and after the removal of his brother in 1833 he
conducted the business alone until 184:2, except that Henry Hutch-
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inson was a partner about one year, beginning in 1836, and James
McQuesten had an interest in the business a very few years, begin·
ning in 1837. In 1842 Samuel Cummings Webster, Jr., who had
been employed as a clerk, was advanced on his merits to a part·
ncrship, which was continued until1868.
In 1853 William Wallace Russell, Jr., became a member of
tho firm nnd, surviving his father, be remained a useful and ·
active fnctor in lhe business uutil his death. James R. Bill was
a l>nrtnor from 1805 to 1872. Suecooding the death of William
Wallace Russell, Sr., William G. Hull was associated with Wil·
linm Wallace Russell, Jr., and Samuel C. Webster from 1872 to
1875. Samuel C. Webster died in 1883 and William Wallace
Russell, Jr., .died in 1892. Frank Webster Russell, the youngest·
son of William Wallace Russell, Sr., became sole proprietor of
the historic brick store and of the business.
When William Wallace Russell became a merchant in the brick
store tho population of Plymouth was about nine hundred. The
wants of the people were few and simple, and a line of store goods
was limited to the necessities of life. Many were clothed in homa,
spun and few were able to make drafts upon the domain of 1~.
Money was scarce and the products of the farm were legal tender.
An unhealthy system of credit prevailed, which resulted in a
stcntly accumulation of promissory notes and chattel mortgages.
The storehouses of the merchants of the time were always fUled,
because the bulk of the produce of the farmer exceeded that of
the goods given in exchange. The career of the merchant was
attended with perplexity and the requisites of success were sagacity
and caution. The required supply of staple goods was purchased
in Portsmouth and later in Boston, and in those cities were sold
the butter, cheese, beef, pork, and other products of the farm
which had been accumulated in the process of trade.
For many years several four, six, or eight horse teams were
employed in hauling commodities to and from the market. The
sailing masters of these wheeled and freighted barges over the
billows of uneven roads were Capt. William Greenough, Capt.

-~

430

BISTOBY

0~

PLYMOUTH.

J ~es Stearns, Deacon James Morrison, Chester F. Ellis~ Peter
Flanders, and others from Campton and Holderness. It required
several days to make an outward and homeward voyage.
Midway in the business life of :Mr. Russell the railroad supplanted the teams and Plymouth rejoiced in an era of prosperity.
At this time his partners in the business were Samuel 0. Webster
and William. W. Russell, Jr. Trade was extended more and
more into the surrounding towns, and to the former lines of
goods new commodities were added. To meet the increasing
demands a second store was erected near the railroad. This
adjunct to the main business was burned in 1862 and was not
rebuilt.
In the conduct of his business Mr. Russell employed many
clerks. To the young men thus employed he was· always con·
siderate and kind, and often gave them a helping hand in securing advancement in a broader field of labor. Peter Harvey, the Boston merchant and author of Reminiscences of Daniel Webster,- Walter M. Rogers, Philander Hall, Stevens W. Merrill,
and many· other successful men received their early lessons in
business under the supervision of Mr. Russell.
Much has been truthfully written concerning the great numbor
of successful men in the cities who were hom in the country,
but few have comprehended how many of the ~erchant princes,
bankers, and railroad men of New England were trained in the
country store. Sixty and eighty years ago there were no technical
nor commercial schools, and in the counting-room of the old-time
merchant were met the severest discipline in business and the
practical lessons of economy.
When William Wallace Russell, Sr., retired from business, a
few years before his death, the population of Plymouth hnd
increased to nearly two thousand. He had witnessed many changes
and a few revolutions in methods of business, but he kept even
with the times, adopting new methods, if approved, and discarding many that no longer were of utility. The narrative of his
career is the full record of a progressive and sagacious merchant
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in a formative and creative period in the annals of New Hampshire. In a statement that Mr. Russell was an enterprising and
sagacious merchant the stronger and better traits of his character
are not revealed. lie constantly performed with method and cheerfulness all the works of a good citizen. He was a constant and
liberal supporter of the church and of the benevolent and educational enterprises of his time. lie was kind to his fellow-men and
generous to the poor. Many men have made more preten.Sion, but
few have more fully responded to every summons of duty.
SAMUEL CuMMINos WEBSTER, son of Samuel Cummings and
Catherine (Russell) Webster, was hom in Plymouth, Feb. 4,
1817. He was a great-grandson of CoL David Webster and a
grandson of Ron. Moor Russell. At the age of thirteen years he
was employed one year at Barnet, Vt., in the store of Elijah
Maynor Davis, who married his aunt, Mary RusselL Returning
to his home in Plymouth, he entered the store then owned and
conducted by David Moor and William Wallace Russell, under
the firm name of D. M. Russell & Co. Here, in the " Old Brick
Store " - a landmark and in its treasured memories a shrine of
Plymouth- he met and embraced the mission of his useful life.
lie wns a clerk eleven years, a partner forty-one years, and during
the closing years of his career the senior member of the firm of
Webster, Russell & Co. As a merchant he was successful. Orig·
inality and untiring perseverance were the prominent points in
his character. Fertile in expedients, he was quick in devising
means of gaining and holding trade, and any line of action once
accepted was relentlessly pursued until his purpose was gained
or was hopelessly lost. In the latter event, if there was a momcn·
tnry suspension of hostilities, the contest was renewed with increas·
ing vigor in some other line. His devotion to his chosen calling
became a passion, and to it he gaye the energies of his life with
unusual sagacity an<l singleness of purpose. The customer who
promptly selected the desired articles and paid the price was
cordially met by Mr. Webster, but the transaction was routine
and· gave him slight satisfaction. The barter trade was his chief
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delight. To exchange articles of merchandise for the products of
the farm, " calamities " as he termed them, wns wino in the cup
of his commercial life. Many of tho quaint and sententious sayings of Mr. Webster, which are often repeated in Plymouth, are
parts of the dialogues in such barter deals.
He was a man of marked individuality, original, sagacious, and
persevering. ·He was not a type of a class, ho was the class himself. Among his contemporaries there were a few men of equal
ability, but there were none like him, and none keener in observation or more pointed and forcible in expression. Many of his
maxims, the moving pictures of his rapid thought, expressed in
quaint and pithy terms, are sermons on the duties of life and the
conduct of business. He was a good and a benevolent citizen,
giving his willing support to the institutions and reforms of his
time. He was not a candidate for office, and often said " elect
those who rather be in office tban attending their own business."
He was the town clerk five years, and at times served his townsmen upon important committees, but his name is not often met
in the record of elections.
In person Mr. Webster was above medium height, with a well
proportioned figure, brown hair, and ntddy complexion. Like
· persons of his ardent temperament, the mood and the thought of
the man was mirrored in his eyes, which were of a peculiar and
striking blue. They twinkled merrily with the glow of a laughing
light before the voice expressed the tone of a merry humor. His
features and expression, in a manner peculiar to himself, were
accustomed to lend an added charm to his amiability and kindness.
And if at time·s and rare intervals his eyes ~gan to glitter, like
stars in a winter night, with the cold gleam of steely lustre, one who
knew him well would defer a proposed discussion until another
day. No man has lived in Plymouth in closer touch with his
fellow-men, and no one baa left a firmer impression upon the community. Among the many who have been loyal to Plymouth,
among the many who have advanced the best interests of the
town, the sturdy and picturesque character of Samuel Cummings
Webster is foremost. He died Jan. 23, 1883.
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WALTER BLAIR, son of Samuel L and Sarah (Cox) Blair, was
born in Holderness, Oct. 1, 1796, and died in Plymouth, June
6, 1849. Until he was thirty-five years of age he resided in his
native town, living at Holderness Village, now Ashland, where he
conducted a grist mill and a saw mill. The preferments and. .
honors of his career were not long delayed, and early in life he
was honored with substantial expressions of esteem and confidence.
At twenty-one years of age he was appointed a major of the
militia, and was rapidly promoted to the command of the fourteenth regiment. His commissions were dated: major, June 2,
1818; lieutenant-colonel, June 23, 1819; colonel, Nov. 5, 1819.
lie was a representative of Holderness, 1822, 1824, 1825, and
1826. The town was not represented 1823. He was commissioned
a notary public, June 29, 1830.
With these ltonors won in his own country, he removed to Plymonth in 1836. He owned and occupied the farm on Lower
I ntcrvnle, now of :Manson S. Brown, and there he lived until his
dcnth. He was a selectman of Plymouth, 1834, 1835, 1836, 1838.
In 1835 and 1836 Colonel Blair was a State senator, and was
elected. each year by a substantial majority. In 1836, out of a
total vote of 3359, he received 3199 votes. He was appointed a
justice of the pence, June 27, 1835, an<l his commissions were
renewed while he lived. June 20, 1836, he was appointed by
Gov. Isaac Hill a justice of the Court of Common Pleas, and
.July 1, 1841, l1e was appointed Judge of Probate by Gov. John
}>age. lie retired from the Bench to accept tlte latter appoint·
ruent, and presided in tlte Court of Probate with ability and distinction until his death .
•Ttu1gc lllnh· wns a delegate to the national democratic con,·ention, 1844, which assembled at Baltimore, Md., May 27, and
nominated James K. Polk for president. In this convention the
democratic party of New Hampshire was entitled to six delegates,
ono being elected at large, and ono from each of the five councillor
districts. He was chosen in the fifth district, comprising Grafton
and. Coos counties.
YOL.L-28
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Walter Blair is described by one who loved him in life and
honors his memory, u "a man of commanding presence, of erect
and symmetrical figure, six feet in height, with regular and
handsome features, expressive blue eyes, and dark hair." In
manner he wu serious and dignified, but gentle and affectionate
among his friends and considerate and kind to his fellow-men. As
a judge of probate be performed every duty with untiring t.eal,
and u a citizen of Plymouth his constant service was invaluahlo.
DENISON RooEns BuaNHAK, son of Samuel and Mehitablo
(Hall) Burnham, wu born in Rumney, Jan. 2, 1799, and died in
Plymouth, Feb. 12, 1876. He wu a merchant in Groton, Vt.,
six years and in Newbury, Vt., eleven years, removing to Plymouth, 1841. He purchased and enlarged the hotel which, sinoo
the settlement of the town, had been conducted by Colonel David
and his son Col William Webster. It wu Mr. Burnham who
gave the name Pemigewaaset to this historic inn by the river side.
In activity and executive force he wu a worthy succossor of
David and William Webster, and here he presided with ability
and tact during the busy times while the railroad wu building.
The hotel was burned in 1862, and upon the same site the ne'v
Pcmigewasset House was reared.
Mr. Burnham wu an active, vigorous man of good judgment
and generous impulses. His kindness passed the severest test.
He wu kind to the poor and needy. He wu Joyal to Plymouth,
and wu actively interested in the good name and prosperity of
the town. When the buildings of the New IIampshire Conference.
Seminary were burned in 1862 and the trustees were choosing
. a location of the new buildings, Mr. Burnham with others pre·
sented the advantages of Plymouth. By a vote of the trustees
the school was located here, but the vote was reconsidered and
the buildings erected upon a new site in Tilton. With unabated
enthusiasm be favored the present location of the State Nonnal
School, selling the land and building at a most reasonable price.
He wu a representative in the State legislature, 1856, 1857,
and 1858, and a councillor, 1860 and 1861. His service in tho
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executive council extended into the first year of the War of the
Rebellion, and he was a loyal supporter of the early war measures.
AurRED RussELL was hom at Plymouth, N. H., March 18,
1830, and was the second of seven children of William Wallace
and Susan (Carleton) Russell. He was prepared for college at
Holmes Plymouth Academy, Gilmanton Academy, and Kimball
Union Academy, :Meriden. At Plymouth one of his teachers was
Charles Short from Harvard, afterwards professor of Latin at
Columbia, and president of Kenyon College. At ten years of
age he wrote a translation of Cicero de Senectute. Other teachers
were Mr. Samuel B. G. Corser, Mr. Lawrence, and Mr. J. G. Hoyt
of Exeter Academy. He was ei:amined for admi88ion to Harvard
at fourteen, but his father feared he would tum Unitarian, and
that he was also too young, and so delayed sending him to college
for two years. He entered Dartmouth at sixteen. Prof6880r
E. D. Sanborn, of the Latin chair, said he was the best Latin
scholar ever in the college. During his Dartmouth days he was
a member. and president of the Social Friends, and of the Psi
Upsilon and Phi Beta Kappa societies, and graduated second
in 1850. He was instructed in German in the college, became a
good French scholar, and noted as a speaker and debater. In the
fnll of 1850 he entered Harvard Law School, and graduated
LL.D. in the class of 1852, being awarded a prize for an essay
on Landlord and Tenant. During vacations he read law in the
office of William C. Thompson at Plymouth, using Espin888e's
Nisi Prius and other volumes inherited by Mr. Thompson from
his father, with whom Webster studied. Mr. Russell was admitted to the Dnr in October, 1852, at Meredith Bridge, now
Laconia, on motion of Senator James Dell, after an examination
by a committee headed by Stephen C. Lyford. In November,
1852, he removed to Detroit, and after spending a short time in
the office of James F. Joy, to acquire local law, established himself
in practice, and soon won a place among the foremost lawyers.
His professional career was from that time one of continuous
achievement. His accurate judgment, powerful memory, logical
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presentation, and clearness of statement commanded respect from
tlle courts, and as a jury lawyer he had few equals. llis legal
eminence was due to character as well as to intellect. IIis coullllCl
was sought in litigations of the most complex character and in·
volving enormous sums. His practice extended into other States,
east and west, and he presented many causes in the United States
Supreme Court; the first, The Propeller Niagara tiB. Cordes, 21
Wallace Reports, 7, in 1858, and the latest, South Dakota tiB.
North Carolina, 192 U. S. Reports, 286, in 1904. His name is
found in every volume of the Reports of the Supreme Conrt of
:Michigan from 3 :Michigan to 133 :Michigan. At the age of
thirty-one he was appointed, by President Lincoln, United States
District Attorney,- a very difficult and important office during
the Civil War in a frontier State, - and continued in office under
Presidents Johnson and Grant. His appointment to the U nitcd
States Supreme Court was considered by both· Presidents Garfield
and Harrison. President Hayes ofiered him the post of Minister
to Germany, which he declined, although his family were then
. residing in Germany for the education of his children. Mrs.
Russell was Mrs. Ellen P. England (hom Wells) of St. Albans,
Vt., a woman of great beauty and accomplishments. This long
and happy union lasted from 1857 to 1902 (when Mrs. Russell
died), and the marriage was blessed with seven children, three
of whom are now living: :Mrs. Alice Glenny of Bufialo, Mrs.
Phrebe Roberts of Detroit, and Mrs. Louisa Mangham of Chicago.
Mr. and Mrs. Russell were both members of St. Paul's Protestant
Episcopal church, the oldest Protestant Episcopal church in Mich·
igan. In 1891 Dartmouth College conferred on Mr. Russell the
honorary degree of Doctor of Laws. He delivered the Commencement Oration at Dartmouth in 1878, and the annual address before
the American Dar Association at Boston in 1891, and 'Very many
addresses of a similar character in other places, and contributed
many articles to the legal magazines. In 1900 he published a
work on The Police Power of the State (Callaghan Co., Chicago),
which has had an extensive sale, and has been held td be a valuable
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contribution to American jurisprudence. Mr. Russell is a member
of the Michigan Historical Society, president of the Detroit Club,
president of the Michigan Political Science Association, president
of the Sons of tho American Revolution, president of the Harvard
Club, president of the Dartmouth Alumni Association, a director
of the Chamber of Commerce, a founder of the Detroit Light
Gnnrd, nnd of the Detroit Boat Club. In 1000 the Bench and
Bnr pnid Mr. Uussell the extraordinary tribute of a public dinner.
'l'he tahles were of a beauty never surpassed in Detroit, and the
decorations magnificent. A parchment address signed by one hundred lawyers and judges was presented to Mr. Russell upon the
occasion, reading as follows: Dear friend : -Called forth by no special occasion in your life, bu'
from the desire born of long years of admiration, high regard and sincere •
affection for you, we delight to gather around you to-night as an honored
guest, true and well loved. As members of the honorable profession
which ~·ou adorn, we recall your great intellectual gifts, your extraordinnry industry and diligence, your brilliant powers of exposition and your
graceful charms of manner and of diction. As fellow workers with you
in its field, we appreciate your unvarying courtesy, even when an adversary; the ever-willing assistance to the beginners as well as their elders
which you so freely give from the rich stores of your comprehensive and
profouncl lenrning. As youl' friends we attest your never-varying kindness, your ever present active sympathy in time of joy or trouble, and
the tinily grnce of your true and constant affection. Every heart around
this table beats quicker as we indite these our common sentiments, and
hAve the honor to sign ourselves your friends.

'!'his sketch of Mr. Russell would be incomplete without a reference to his political creed and his friendship for the illustrious
Lincoln. He attended the convention called at Jackson, Mich.,
in 1854, which founded the republican party, voted for Fremont
in 18GG, and stumped the State in every national campaign since,
speaking with Lincoln in that year, and with Salmon P. Chase in
1860. lie was president of the Republican Club during those_
yenrs, nnd nddreRscd n meeting on tbe Sumner outrage. In closing
this sketch we subjoin an account, written by Mr. Russell, of his
connection with Mr. Lincoln: -
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I ftrs~ met Mr. Lincoln In 1856. I had taken part in the formation of
tho new Republican Party in 185(, "Under the Oaks at Jackeon,"
.Michigan, not far from Detroit, to which city I had then recenUy
removed from New England on the completion of my law course at.
Harvard. I was one of a committee to invite Mr. Lincoln to apeak at.
Kalamazoo, Michigan, and called upon him at his hotel there. Aa 1
entered his room with another committee man, he said in a cheery
voice, "Come right in, boys; I am Just. turning over a new leaf" • viz., he
was changing his shirt, and we bad sight. of his muscular lower limbs.
After he became famous, on being consulted as to the proportions of
his statue, he was inquired of how long the limbe should be, and he replied, " Long enough to reach from the trunk to the ground t " Washington Irving relates that the sexton at S~ratford, excavating nE'.ar the
tomb of Shakespeare, peeped In, and Irving says, "It was something to
have seen the duat or. ShAkespeare"; ao I say it was aome~hing to have
seen the legs of Lincoln I At the Jackson celebration, in 1904, of the
founding of the party ftft.y years before, I remarked to Mr. Hay, the
then Secretary of State, that I was probably the only person present who
had seen Mr. Lincoln's extremities. He replied," Oh, no, I have otleo.
He would frequently come into my room about two o'clock in the
morning, and sit on my bed, and diacu88 the heavy weight of the nation's troubles upon him, I then being his private secretary." On firs~
seeing Mr. Lincoln, I was struck by his gig~ntiu, angular, and ungainly
form, indicative of great strength and tough fibre. Ilia manners were
extremely unaffected and conli~l, and the dirootueu and sincerity of hia
talk during the interview was impressive. Later in the day I board him
on the platform, after I bad made a brief speech. His diction was colloquial, with great condensation of thought expressed in language with a
t!avor of the Bible, Shakespeare, and Bunyan. He used few gestures,
and his general style of oratory, to my Eastern observation, was emphatically of the Weat, Weatem I The burden or his speech was the
radical dift'erence or opinion North and South upon slavery; one seo-.
tlon regarding it as intrinsically wrong, and not to be extended, the
other deeming i~ e88entially right, and therefore to be admitted into the
territories. This was before the great debate in Illinois between Mr.
Lincoln and Senator Douglas in 1858, which gave the forDK'Ir the
national prominence which led to his nomination for the presidency io
1860. I did not for a moment imagine when I mot Mr. Lincoln that be
was destined to become IJJustrioua, and to be enrolled among tl1e most
remarkable or mankind • nor bad any one at that time foreseen tl1at display of great qualities which a few years later astonished the world.
After Mr. Lincoln became President I received from him the appoin'-
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mcnt of United Stntcs District Attorney for Michigan, and had occasion
to meet him nt Washington mnny times, officially and socially, and to
mark the development of his intellectual stature. The last time I saw
him was about five days before his assassination, at a private interview
in the cabinet room. As we came downstnire together, and as I lert him
at the outer door, with a warm parting clasp or the band, be referred to
the Kalamazoo meetiug and the marvellous events intervening. In particular, just arter the battle of Fredericksburg, when Washington was
filled with the dead and dying, in the public buildings and private
houses, my wife and I were at tbe White House, and the noble and tender heart of the great President seemed like to break. The langnage he
used resembled the sublime and pathetic closing words or that wonderful production, the Second Inaugural.
Mr. James F. Joy of Detroit, with whom I studied law, told me that
during his long acquaintance with Mr. Lincoln be did not exhibit any
manifestations of the extraordinary abilities which marked his presidency. Mr. Joy's acquaintance was from 1845 onward. Mr. Lincoln's
power as a lawyer was such as to command employment in cases ot
mngnitude, bringing handsome fees for that day and rt>gion. :Mr. Joy
being President of Ute Michigan Central, and the promoter of the
Chicago, Bu1·1ington, and Quincy, employed him in 11. case which carried
a fee of five thousand dollars. I was told by my friend George Harding, the celebrated patent lawyer of Philadelphia, that ~lr. Lincoln was
retained jointly with himself and Edwin M. S~nt.on, the future Secretary or War, in tlte so-called "Reaper" case in the United States Circuit Court in Cincinnati in 185,. Harding and Stanton had never met
Mr. Lincoln, and when be joined them at the Burnett House, Cincinnati, they made some excuse to leave him, as they did not wish to be
seen walking through the streets or the city to the courthouse with a
person of such peculiar dress and appearance. Eleven years later, at
J.incoln's deathbed, Stanton exclaimed, "Now be belongs to the
ages I" Another friend of mine, Sullivan M. Cutcbeon of Detroit.,
Speaker of the Michigan House or Representatives, was Superintendent
of Schools at Springfield, Illinois, in 1860, and told me that be was
pitching quoits with Lin<.'Oin when tho latter received the telegram informing him of his nomination for the presidency, and that Mr. Lincoln
wore an old straw hat, a long linen duster, and one suspender! He
simply smiled and said be guessed he would go over to the house and
tell the little woman. The year before his nomination for the prcaidency,
llr. Lincoln sent his son, Robert Todd, a friend of mine (afterwards
Secrct.llry of War and Minister to England), to enter Harvard College.
Edward E\·erctt Hale relates that at that time not one of the faculty oC
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tl1at college, except James Russell Lowell, knew of the existence of Mr.
Lincoln I Some years before that, I bad invited my friend, Mr. I..owcll,
to come to Detroit and lecture, and at my table he solemnly asserted
that be did not know who WAS the then President or the United States;
thh·ty years after, wben dining at Mr. Lowell's bouse in Lowndes Square,
London, be being tbe American Minister there, I reminded bim or that
statement, and with much merriment be again prot6tlt.ed that the statement was correct. In the fall of 1864, the Confederates eetabllahed
(under the leadership of Jacob Thompson of Missieeippi, then late Seoret.ary of the Interior under Buchanan) in Canada, whose people were
Sonthem sympathizers almost to a man, organized two armed expeditions into the United States -one to rob the banks at SL Albans, Vermont, and another to release the Confederate prisoners conftned on Johneon's leland, off Sandusky on I..ake Erie. The SL Albans raiders were
mounted men, and carried away ahout tSOO,OOO from the banks, and
took the lives of some or the inhabitants, eBCaping back to Montreal at
on<..-e, St. Albans being only about fonrteen miles from the boundary
line. The Lake Erie raiders seized two private paeeenger steamers
belonging at Detroit, - one " The Philo Parsons " and the other " The
Jaland Queen," -robbed and confined the crews and passengers, and
attempted to seize the United States armored veeael, the "Michigan!'
Their attempt waa unaucceeet'ul, and they escaped into Canada. President Lincoln instructed me to go to Montreal and Toronto and attempt
to aec.mre the extradition or the raiders. At. Mo~treal the application
for extradition was nnaucooeeful, and it was currently stated, and gene•·ally believed, that the judge received some of the money which bad
been stolen at St. Albans. At 'foronto I spent three months in oourt
in the trial of the raiders, aeeociating with myself Mr. Richards, afterwarda Chief Baron, and Mr. Harrison, afterwards Chief Justice, and
obtained the extradition or the leader or the gang, Bennett G. Burley.
Jake Thompson eat at the same table with me at the Qt1een'a Hotel and
made insulting remarks, intended to drive me into a personal collision,
although I wa.a accompanied by my wire. I subsequently prosecuted
Burley in court at Port Clinton, Ottawa County, Ohio, on a charge or
robbery within the territorial limite or that county, there being no Federal statute there, as there is now, punishing piracy on the lakes. Judge
Ranney of CJeyeJand and Mr. Larned of Detroit. defended, and they
produced a commieeion signed by t.he President or t.he Southern Confederacy authorizing the raid, which commieeion was undonbtedly
manufactured af\er the fact. Judge Miles or Toledo WAS upon the
beneh. He WAS one or that kind or Democrats then denominated
"Copperheads." He instructed the jury that the commission or Davis

DIOOBAPIIY.

441

constituted a defence, with the result that the jury disagreed. Before I
could tey the man o\·er again, Burley broke jail' and ran away to EngJanet, and subsequently published his biography with an account of tbe
raicl. Subsequently, I reported in person to President Lincoln the general result. lie lamented the thinly disguised wish and expectation of
the British officials for the success of the Confederacy, and used expressions fully warranted, and which I ougb~ not to repeat~ concerning those
who gave aiel and comfort to the Confederates. His inimitable wit and
sarcnsm could not be reproduced. At that time the English statesmen
enid that there was as much hope or re-establishing ·the Saxon Heptarchy in England as the Federal Union in America I We discussed
somewhat the status of the States in rebellion, In case the Confederacy
should be put down, and be earnestly expressed the idea that. the indi' viduali~y and autonomy of the States should be preserved, and that they
should not be wiped out, and the whole south regarded as a conquered
province. I think the leading characteristic or Mr. Lincoln was his
penetrating common sense, that is to say, his practical judgment to be
applied to the thing in band. This it was which enabled him to produce
his wonderful letters, such as that to Greeley and to Erastus Corning,
and the letters to the department commanders and generals, concern·
ing strategetlcal movements. The maxim of the ancients applies : Nullum numen abeat. ai ait prudent.ia.
.&Ir. J.incoln told me that he was more troubled by the conspiracies in
the Northern States in favor of the Rebellion than anything else, such
as the Knights of the Golden Circle, the plots to burn the Northern
cities and distribute plague infection. In my home city, Detroit, the
sympathies of nearly one-half the people were with the South. We bad
uprisings against the colored population, and burnings of their houses;
families and friends were divided, and the New England Society was
broken up, as about one-half the members were Southern sympathizers.
I had the pleasure myself of causing some of those people to be sent to
Fort Lafayette. The ungainliness and n1gged features or Mr. Lincoln
have been much exnggerated. He waR indeed lndillerent to tho graces
of dress, ns he wns to the graces of speech or diction ; but his personal
nppcnrancc and manners were the reflection of himself, just as his written style was the imnge or his mind. No one in his company could fail
to be 80 att.racted by the expression or his face, sometimes highly intellectunl, sometimes pathetic, and sometimes humorous, and by the sincCJity and Inborn courtesy of his manners, u to forget, or not notice,
any lack of conformity to conventional standards. His moral qualities
were equal to his extraordinary intellectual endowments, and perhaps
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tbe former have impresaed themselves upon hiatory more than the latter.
He wu one of the greatest of mankind and was himself,- a new argument in favor of republican inatitutiona, which made poaaible the rise
of auoh a man from such begtnuinp, - and bia fame will conatantly
inoreue aa tbe years recede.
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ONATHAN MITCIIELL SEWALL was hom in Salem,
llnss., 17 48. Hie father, Mitchell Sewall, was a clerk, and
later a judge of the Court of Common Pleas of E886X County.
His mother, a second wife, was Elizabeth Price. Tie read law
with Jonathan Sewall of Boston, Mass., and with John Pickering
of Portsmouth. In the organization of Grafton County, 1773,
he was appointed Register of Probate, and immediately came to
Plymouth. lie made the record of a probate court held July 23,
1773. He soon relinquished the office, and Moses Dow was
appointed and qualified before Jan. 10, 1774. That he was
admitted to the Bar before he came to Grafton County is suggested
by his appointment as King's Attorney in the absence of Samuel
Livermore, Attorney-General, July 19 and Oct. 19, 1774. At
this time his health was feeble, and it is probable that he divided
tho time between Portsmouth and Grafton County. Mr. Sewall
was not taxed in Plymouth. His abode in this town was more than
a visit and less than a residence.
After the retum of Mr. Sewall to Portsmouth he won distinction
in his profession and in literature. He was an ardent patriot,
and during the Revolution hie speech and verse were inspiring.
lie is the author of the well-remembered lines: No pent-up Utica contracta your powen,
But the whole boundleu continent is yours.

He was a prominent member of the house of representatives,
1'178, and was appointed attorney-general, but declined the office.
In 1801 he published a volume of verse. An appreciative sketch
is found in Deneb and Bar, by Gov. Charles H. Bell. He died
in Portsmouth, May 29, 1808.
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MosES Dow, son of John and :Mehitable (llnincs) Dow, was
hom in Atkinson, Feb. 17, 1746/7; Harvard University, 1769;
A.M., Dartmouth College, 1785. The homestead of his father was
a part of Haverhill, Mass., until the adjustment of the province
line, 1741, when it became a part of Plaistow. By a division of
Plaistow in 1767, the homestead was included in Atkinson. He
came to Plymouth in 1774, and if Jonathan Mitchell Sewall is
not included in the list of resident lawyers, he was the first lawyer
of Plymouth. He was in active practice in this town five years,
when he removed to Haverhill. (See Volnme II.)
JonN PoBTU, son of Samuel and Sarah Porter, was hom in
Boxford, :Mass., March 10, 1747/8; Harvard University, 1767.
He studied medicine, and settled, as a physician, in Holderness
soon after 1774. A very few years later he relinquished his first
chosen profession and studied law with Samuel Livermore. He
removed to Plymouth, 1780, and was admitted a counsellor of the
Superior Court of Judicature in 1784. He was secretary of the
State Bar Association, resigning in 1793. Until the arrival of
Phineas Walker in 1794, he was the only lawyer in Plymouth.
He appeared before the General Court as an attorney for Plymouth
in the adjustment of the boundary line between Plymouth and
Campton, and he occupied a prominent position in the courts of
the county. He died Feb. 13, 1813.
PmNEAs WALXEB was a native of Brookfield, Mass., where be
was. hom Sept. 29, 1768; Brown University, 1790. IIo was
admitted 1794, and practised in Plymouth from that date until
1835, when he removed to Newport, Me., where he died 1843.
During his early practice in Plymouth the number of his active
competitors was not large, and he was employed in many cases.
He was not a prominent or a willing advocate. Many of his
cases were tried in court by associated attorneys. He was
appointed Judge of Probate, Nov. io, 1823, by Gov. Levi Woodbury, and continued in office until he was removed by address,
July 1, 1831.
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STEPHEN Gn.\NT, son of Michael and Phebe (Wyman) Grant,
was hom in Alstead, 1775; Dartmouth College, 1800; and was
admitted to the Grafton County Bar, September term, 1803. In
the nutumn of tho same year he entered upon the practice of his
profession in this town, and continued here until 1829 or 1830.
Subsequently he practised in Sandwich and in Sanbornton. He
died in Plymouth, Aug. 1, 1845. Undoubtedly he possessed a
keen, rendy wit nnd fnir ability, but tradition has been so fully
cmploye1l in the repetition of his quaint sayings that an intelligent
view of the mnn is not preserved. He was a trustee of Holmes
Plymouth Actlllcmy six yenrs, and receives complimentary men·
tion in town records. If he was eccentric, he was more than a
wng, nnd in mnny qunint remarks attributed to him is dieoovered
both wisdom and intelligence. .
•
SAMUEL Cu:r.tMINos WEBSTER, son of David and Lydia (Cummings) Webster, was born in Plymouth, June 28, 1788; Dartmouth College, 1808. He read law with George Woodward of
Haverhill, and was admitted 1812. He practised a short time
in S'vamey, removing to Plymouth early in 1814. He was an
active man, a successful lawyer, and a useful townsman. His
success in life was the natural product of good judgment and an
unconquernhle will. He was direct and forceful, but not always
diplomatic; tenacious, but not ·persuasive. He seized results with
nn instnnt grnsp, and commanded success which many win by
slmver and more artful methods. He was town clerk of Plymouth,
1828-31, inclusive; representative, 1822, 1826, 1827, 1830, and
1832. He was elected representative, 1833, but resigned after
clcct.ion, nn<l Isnnc Wnrd was elected June 5, 1833. In the session
of 1830 J nmes D. Thornton of Merrimack resigned as Speaker
of the House, June 15, and Mr. Webster was chosen to complete
the term of service. He was a member of the Exeeufive Council,
1831, being the first year of the administration of Gov. Samuel
Dinsmoor. lie was a delegate to the national democratic oon\'ention, 1832.
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In 1888 he was appointed sheriff for Grafton County, and
removed to Haverhill, where he died July 21, 1835.

BENJAKIN DARLING, son of Daniel and Elizabeth (Leavitt)
Darling, was hom in Sanhomton, March 8, 1788. The family
removed to this town when Benjamin was twelve years of age.
He graduated from Dartmouth College, 1815, read law with
Ezekiel Webster of Boscawen and Joseph Bell of Haverhill, and
was admitted 1815.
He practised in Plymouth four years, when he removed to Rumney, where he died April 15, 1824:. He was drowned in Baker's
River. His entries as an attomey are not numerous in the
dockets of his time. His professionallahors were mainly limited
to office practice.
DAVID SKILEY, son of Deacon William and Sarah (Robinson)
Smiley, was hom in Jaffrey, March 16, 1769. Deacon William
Smiley, his father, in Revolutionary times was a zealous patriot
and a prominent citizen of Jaffrey. Rev. Robinson Smiley, Dartmouth College, 1798, and the first pastor of the Congregational
Church of Springfield, Vt., was a younger son of Deacon William
Smiley.
David Smiley was graduated at Harvard University, 1796, and
practised law in Jaffrey from 1800 to 1807, serving the town as
town clerk and selectman. In 1807 he removed to Bridgewater,
now Bristol, where he practised ten years. In 1817 he was
employed to teach the school in the second, often called the courthouse, district. At this time he removed to Plymouth, and here
continued the practice of law until 1819, when he removed to
Grafton, where he built up an extensive practice. While attending court in this town he was suddenly stricken with lung fever,
and here died Yay 19, 184:5. He is described as a man of
:fine personal appearance, of good address, and of unblemished
character~

It is related in Bench and Bar that Mr. Smiley was an expert
of checkers, and leaming that Dr. Peter Renton of Concord
player
I
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was a champion player of the game, he walked from Grafton to
Concord to meet him. It was a genuine feat of modem knight
errantry. They were so equally matched that while the lawyer
won the first game the doctor won the second.
NATHANIEL PEADODY RoGERS, son of Dr. John and Betsey
(Mulliken) Rogers, was hom in Plymouth, June 3, 1794; Dartmonth Coll<'go, 1816. lio road law with Richard Fletcher and
Parker Noyes in Salisbury, and was admitted to the Bar, 1819.
He was a brilliant lawyer and popular citizen of this town from
1819 to 1838, when he removed to Concord, where he died Oct.
16, 1846. His paternal and maternal ancestors and many of his
kindred have been distinguished for talent, liberal learning, and
chivalrous philanthropy. The home he enjoyed in childhood and
the home over which he presided with graceful dignity in manhood
were centres of refinement and gracious hospitality, and thither
were attracted the cultured men and women of his time. He
was a brilliant lawyer, a versatile pleader, and an eloquent advocate, and had he devoted his life to his chosen profession he would
lulVe met in the courts of the State few equals and no superiors.
Through the purity of his character, the kindness of his heart, and
the tenderness of his sympathies he became a firm advocate of
nnti-Rlavcry nnd t.cmpcranco. To thcso causes and other ·reforms
he devoted the Inter years of his life. The earnest eloquence of
his pleas in the courts and of brilliant address upon subjects which
appealed to his reason or enlisted his sympathies are clearly
attested if obscurely read in the fading pages of tradition, but
the genius of the man, his power of rapid thought, and his felicity
of expression still live, and his cultured mind is still speaking in
his fervid contributions to the press.
The Herald of Freedom, dedicated to the cause of anti-slavery,
was established in Concord in 1835, and later was published by
John . Robert French, who married a daughter of Mr. Rogers.
To tho Herald of Freedom and to The White Mountain Torrent,
a tcrnpornnC'o organ, which was published in Concord by Mr.
Frcncl1, Mr. Rogers was a frequent contributor. In 1838 he
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became the editor of the Herald of Freedom, and a few months
later he removed to Concord, where he resided until his death.
To his commanding reputation as a lawyer in Grafton County lte
added fame as a writer in Concord. His editorials wero fresh,
trenchant, incisive, and unanswerable. Many of his descriptive
articles, which appeared in the New York Tribune and other publications over the pen name of Old Man of the Mountain, are fresh,
pure, and matchless models of diction.
To leave Plymouth and the many friends whom he loved, to
live beyond the view of the mo~ntains, the rivers, and the meadows,
the solace of his childhood and the inspiration of his maturer
years, was a sacrifice indescribabie. A year before Jiis death he
purchased the farm now of David J. McCutcheon, and hero he
hoped to live. The surroundings pleased him, and he gave the
contemplated home the name of Undercliff. Fate meanwhile was
directing otherwise. In the summer of the last year of his devoted life he remained a few weeks at the seashore, near Lynn,
Mass. He returned to Concord in August. During the few remaining weeks his mind was at rest, but his suffering was extreme.
On a beautiful day of autumn, in the ripening sweetness of the
year, he called a loving daughter to his side, telling her to sing
again The Angel's Whisper. Thus died Rogers, the poet, the
scholar, the philanthropist, and the song was sung again to him
by the choir of heaven.
From an appreciative article in Granite Monthly, Vol IV, by
his friend and admirer, Parker Pillsbury, the following para·
graphs are quoted: .As a student In books of general literature, especially history and
poetry, none were before him. I never heard Shakespeare, Burns, Byron,
and Sir Walter Scott read so finely as at his fireside, when sutrounded by
his own family and perhaps a few invited Mends. But general reading
never detracted in the least from the duties or his profession. At the
time of his death an intimate friend who knew him long and well wrote
or him that" so accurate was his knowledge or law and 80 indnstrions
was he in business, that the succeu of a client was always calculated
upon from the moment that his assistAnce was secured. The great mis·

,
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sion of his life, however, was neither literature nor Jaw. He 'ffBS subsequently ordained and consecrated as a high priest in the great fellowship
or humanity' and most divinely did he magniry his omce in the last ten
years of his lire on earth.
'l'o do justice to the memory or Nathaniel Peabody Rogers, to his
character nnd work, would require genius and in11piration equal to his
own. lie httd most unshaken faith in the people; never doubting that,
wisely tnught nnd led, they would gladly aboli@h slavery and cease to
oppress one another. And so, like the great Emancipator of Nazareth,
he nlmcd his sternest strokes at the priests and rulers who "bound the
heavy burdens and lnid them on men's shoulders!'
No two portraits of brothers ever painted much more resemble each
other than do those of Nathaniel Peabody Rogers and the martyr John
Rogers. I am familiar with both, and there is truly a most startling
resemblance. And doubtless that. resemblance reached to soul and spirit,
so that in an important sense, both braved the Smithfield ftames. Both
believed in God and truth, in justice and right alike. Having espoused
a divine iclea, in full faith and love or it, what to them were crosses or
fngot fires.
As a husband and father, I neyer knew one in whom his family were
more supremely felicitated. As companion and friend, blessed were all
they who enjoyed his confidence and esteem. All the elements of a
divine and sanctified friendship seemed in him harmoniously tO meet.
Gentle, simple, tender, kind, ever ready to sacrifice his own comfort,
sharing on occasions, like General Wnsbiogton, his own room and bed
with a colored mRn, a fugitive slave, not always of the Frederick Douglass qunlity ; and yet always discriminating In high degree wiLb tastes
most refined ; always l'eady to criticise BS well as to serve a friend, howe,•er dear, if he saw cause, but never in a way to offend; running over
with rimsie, poetry, and culture of every kind, be was one the like of
whom I have not since seen and may never look on his like again.
WILLIAM Coo:f.lDS Tno:MPSON, son of Thomas Wand Elizabeth
C. (Porter) Thompson, was hom in Salisbury, March 17, 1802;
Dartmouth CoHege, 1820. He pursued a course of professional
study at the Law School, Litchfield, Conn., and in the offices of
George BJake in Boston, Mass., and Parker Noyes in Salisbury.
He was admitted 1824, and opened an office in Concord, where
he remained two years, removing to Plymouth in 1826. At the
time of his removal to this town a State bank doing business many
subsequent years as the Pemigewasset Bank had been chartered,
'fOL.L-H
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and William Webster, :Moor Russell, and John Rogers, with otl1cr
men, were completing an organization and were seeking a cashier.
To the young lawyer, who was removing to the town, they extendo(l
an invitation to accept the position, and the bank was established
in his office. He was the cashier of the bank two years. In this
business he was brought into close and friendly relations with the
prominent men of Plymouth and the surrounding towns. He
early acquired a lucrative and extensive practice. In the consulta·
tion of the office his wisdom and sagacity were conspicuous, and
in the courts he was an able and a dignified advocate.
Governor Bel1, in Bench and Bar, pays an appreciative tribute
to one of the ·most successful of the lawyers of Plymouth: He lived in Plymouth twenty-six years, where he had accumulated a
handsome competency, and in 1852 removed to Worceater, llasa. 'fhe
remaining quarter of a century of his life be spent in a retired and quiet
manner.
The chief memorials of the lifework of a lawyer, who devotes himself
to his profession, are to be found in the buried records of t.he courts and
in fteeting tradition. Mr. Thompson is remembered for his sagacity and
wise application of the principles of jurisprudence rather than as a booklawyer or a forensic champion. His innate sense of rectitude seldom
failed to guide to the true solution of the problems which lay in doubt.
His personal and religious character, his justice and benevolence, won
him the respect of his bJ-ethren of the Bar and of the people at large.

He died in Worcester, :Mass., April 27, 1877.
JoNATHAN Buss, son of Jonathan and Martha (Martin) Bliss,
was born in Randolph, Vt., July 15, 1799; Dartmouth College,
1824. He was a student at law at the school in Northampton,
Mass., with Joseph Bell of Haverhill, and with William C.
Thompson of Plymouth. He was admitted 1828, and at tl1is
time he had maintained a residence in this town three years. He
became associated in business with William C. Thompson, and
under the firm Thompson & Bliss he practised law in this town
from 1828 to 1832. ITo removed to Haverhill, 1832, and remained
th~re four years, when he removed to Gainesville, Ala. In New
Hampshire he was regarded by his associates as a good lawyer
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and an able advocate. In Alabama he was suooessful and acquired
a good estate. He was an elder of the Presbyterian church, and
held a prominent position in his profession. He was genial,
shrewd, and able, and was popular among his fellow-men.
lie made an honest and determined effort to dissuade his
neighbors from a decision in favor of armed rebellion, and when
he wns summoned to declare himself for the Union or Rebellion
he reluctantly cast his lot with the State in which he was living.
On account of age he was excused from active service, but he
raised and equipped a full company at his own expense. He died
July 27, 1879, in Cleveland, Ohio, while temporarily absent from
·
his home in Gainesville.
Jut:ES MoQuESTEN, son of James and Margery (Greenough)
licQuesten, was bom in Bedford, March 1, 1810. His father died
a few days before he was hom, and for several years he found
a home in the family of his uncle and guardian, Deacon John
licQuesten. He was employed several years in stores in Concord
and Boston, Mass. His health failed, and he removed to Plymouth,
1837, where he read law and was admitted to the Bar in 1847.
lie was not largely engaged in the trial of causes, but he was a
good counsellor nnd an excellent office lawyer. He settled several
estates and wns the trusted guardian of many children. He was
respected as a citizen, and in his professional labors he acquired
a good estate. He died in Chicago, Ill., May 28, 1875.
DAVID HAYNES CoLLINs, son of Samuel and Sarah (Haynes)
Collins, was born in Deerfield, Nov. 9, 1811; Dartmouth College,
1835. He reacl law with· Charles H. Peaslee in Concord and
Josiah Quincy in Rumney. He entered upon the practice of his
profession in Plymouth in 1838, and was taxed in this town in
April, 1839. At the June session, 1839, he was elected clerk of
the bouse of representatives. In July of the same year he was
appointed Register of Probate, and immediately removed to
'
Haverhill. He was methodical and exact, and his services were
highly commended. Mter three years of close application his
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health failed. He resigned and spent the winter in the South,
returning in the spring of 1843 to his home in Deerfield, where
he died June 24, 1843.
WILLI.U( Lavxurr, son of John and Elizabeth (Salisbury)
Leverett, was hom in Windsor, Vt., July 8, 1813; Ynle College,
1834. He studied for the legal profession at the Yale Law School,
in New York City, and with William Crafts at Utica, N. Y.,
where he was admitted. He came to Plymouth in 1839, or early
in 1840. He was a gentleman of scholarly attainments, a good
lawyer, and a wise counsellor. His cases were prepared with
unusual care, and he tried them with method and ability. In his
professional relations and in social and town affairs he was highly
esteemed. He was a faithful lawyer of Plymouth thirty-five
years. He assisted many and intentionally injured none. In his
office Henry W. Blair read for his profession, and later was his
partner in business. Mr. Leverett died in Plymouth, Sept. 18,
1874.
Ru.Pn lf.EToALP, son of John and Roby (Converse) Metcalf,
was hom in Charlestown, Nov. 21, 1798; Dartmouth College,
1823. He read law with Henry Hubbard of Charlestown, Richard
Bartlett of Concord, and George B. Upham of Claremont. He
practised in Newport two years; in Binghamton, N. Y., two
years. Returning to New Hampshire he opened an office in Claremont. He was elected secretary of state in June, 1831, and
removed to Concord. He held the office seven years, and in 1838
he accepted an appointment in the treasury department, tendered by Levi Woodbury, then secretary of the treasury, which
he resigned,. and opened an office in Plymouth in March, 1840.
Here he paid one tax and removed to Newport before April, 1841,
where he was successful in law and in politics. In October,
1845, he was appointed Register of Probate, holding the office six
years. In 1852 and 1853 he was a representative from Newport,
and he was chairman of the commission to compile the laws of
the State, 1852. He was governor of New Hampshire, 1855 and
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1856. After the expiration of his term of office he retired fro~
active professional labor and spent the closing years of his life
in Claremont, where he died Aug. 26, 1858. Those who remember
him in Plymouth chcerfulJy testify that he was accomplished in
manner, free from ostentation, and that his genial qualities won
many friends.
EI.LERY ALBEE HmnARD, eon of Silas and Olive (Albee) Hibbard, was born in St. Johnsbury, Vt., July 31, 1826. He read
law with Nathan B. Felton and Charles R Morrison in Haverhill,
and with Henry F. French in Exeter. He was admitted in July,
1849. He entered upon the practice of his _profession in Plymouth, and remained in this town until January, 1853, when he
removed to Laconia. He was an able and a learned lawyer. ·He
carefulJy prepared his cases, and presented them with tact and
ability. lie was elected to the Forty-second Congress, 1871-73,
nnd in 1873 he wns appointed an nseociate justice of the Supreme
Court. The court was reorganized in 1874, and Mr. Hibbard
resumed his law practice in Laconia, where he labored succes&fully until his death. He died July 24, 1903. A.M., Dartmouth
College, 1863.
NAI'OLEON BoNAPARTE BnYANT, eon of Jeremy Young and
Mercy P. (Blake) Bryant, was born in Andover, Feb. 25, 1825.
He wns a student in Waterville College, read law with Nesmith
and Pike of Franklin, and graduated from Harvard Law School,
1848. He was admitted to the Bar at an adjourned term of court
at Plymouth in January, 1849. He commenced the practice of
his profession at Bristol, where he remained four years. He
served the town as school committee two years, and was· twice the
democratic candidate for representative, and was elected a county
commissioner, 1852. He removed to Plymouth in 1853, where
he remained two years. He was appointed county solicitor, 1854,
and for political reasons he was removed by address, July 14, 1855.
He removed from Plymouth to Concord in the autumn of 1855,
or early in 1856, and formed a partnership with Lyman T. Flint.
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At this time he gave his allegiance to the republican party, and
was elected a representative, 1867, 1868, and 1859, and was a
popular speaker of the house the two last sessions. He was a
delegate to the national republican convention which nominated
Abraham Lincoln in 1860. In the campaigns of 1856 and 1860
he won an enviable reputation as an eloquent and popular speaker.
Withdrawing from politics, he opened an office in Boston, and
there the more substantial labor of his lifetime was performed.
He was an impressive speaker and an able advocate. He retired
from practice in 1891 and returned to his native town. ITo so"cd
the State as a forestry commissioner from 1893 until his death,
and he presided over the republican State convention for tho
choice of delegates to the national convention in 1900. On tho
evening of Jan. 28, 1902, he delivered an address at the annual
installation of the officers of Highland Lake Grange in Andover.
This was the last expression of his eloquent tongue. He died
suddenly a few moments after the last word was spoken.
CJUBLBs JAKas Fox STomc, son of Peter and Ruth (Call)
Stone, was born in Boscawen, April 21, 1827. He pursued a
course of study at the :Military Academy in Norwich, Vt., and
read law with Austin F. Pike in Franklin, attending Harvard
Law School in 1854 and 1856. He came to Plymouth in the
spring of 1856 and was admitted to the Bar in 1857. The following year he became associated with Joseph Burrows and continued practice in this town in the law firm of Burrows & Stone.
He set out upon a brief career under auspices of promise, and
early demonstrated his ability and legal attainments. He was a
member of the Governor's Horse Guards, being the only representative from this vicinity in that famous military organization.
In March, 1860, he was elected a representative to the legislature.
Surrendering an assured prospect of a substantial career, he died
in the prime of life, April 19, 1860.
Joa:N ALVIN PUTNBT, son of John and Sally (Batchelder)
Putney, was born in Concord, Aug. 23, 1888; Darbnouth College,
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1856. He read law in Concord, Portland, Me., and with Charles
James Fox Stone of Plymouth. He came to Plymouth in 1857.
He was admitted 1858, and a few months later he returned to
Concord. In 1860 he removed to Memphis, Tenn., where he died
May 21, 1865. In the Civil War he was a quartermaster in the
Union army.
JosEl'JI CLARK, son of Joseph and H~nah (Cook) Clark, was
born in Campton, April 2, 1826; Dartmouth College, 1854. He
was a classmate of Rev. Henry A. Hazen, D.D., and of Judge
David R Lang of Orford. He read law in this town with Napoleon D. Bryant; meanwhile he successfully taught one or more
terms of high school in the Holmes Academy building. He was
engaged in conveyancing and office work in the office of. Charles
J. F. Stone in 1855, and was admitted to the Bar in February,
1856. He practised in Plymouth, some of the time in company
with Benjamin Clark, his brother, until the January term, 1868,
when he was disbarred. He was a mau of tact and ability, but
the court did not approve of his method of conduct in several
cases. He was commissioned a captain of Company A, Sixth
New Hampshire Infantry, Nov. 30, 1861, and resigned April14,
1862. From 1868 to 1875 he continued his residence in Plymouth
and was cngngcd in the manufacture of lumber. Ho removed in
187 5 to San l!"'rancisco, Cal., where he died Sept. 12, 1902.
]lJ.~NJAMIN CuRK, son of Joseph and Hannah (Cook) Clark,
wns born in Campton, June 11, 1828; Dartmouth College, 1855.
He was a classmate of Judge William H. H. Allen of Claremont,
Edward B.S. Sanborn of Franklin, and Nelson Dingley of Maine.
lie rend law with Ellery A. Hibbard of Laconia and with Flint
and Bryant of Concord. He came to Plymouth in 1858 and
practised four years in connection with J oeeph Clark, his brother.
In 1862 he removed to Melrose, Minn., and there engaged in a
flour and grain business several years. Later he resumed the
practice of law in North Dakota. He died at Fargo, N.D., May
27, 1896.
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JosBPH Bu:a:aows, son of Joseph and Rachel (Blaisdell) Burrows, was hom in Lebanon, Me., Aug. 24, 1813. He studied his
profession in the office of Josiah Dearborn in Effingham and at
the Harvard Law School He practised a few years in Effingham,
removing, 1844, to Holderness Village, now Ashland. He removed to Plymouth, 1858, where he died April 5, 1883. Of
Mr. Burrows as a lawyer Albert S. Batchelder has written:
"He was a man of strong feelings and positive convictions,
of warm ·friendship and intense dislikes. He was faithful to
his clients, careful in the preparation of cases, and efficient in
trials; a good judge of law, a safe counsellor, endowed with
common sense and practi~l judgment." To which Gov. Charles
H. Bell. has added: "Mr. Burrows possessed a good legal
mind, was industrious and persevering, and his name is associated in the judicial reports with actions of more than usual
consequence."
The people of Plymouth, who knew him in the daily walks of
life, testify to the abundant measure of his ability and the rugged·
ness of his character. If the few found him an unyielding opponent, the many were charmed with his good hwnor and valued
him as a steadfast friend.
Upon his removal to Plymouth he formed a partnership with
Charles James Fox Stone, which was dissolved by the death of
Mr. Stone. In 1860 he became associated in business with John
W. Ela. The partnership was terminated in 1862, when Mr. Ela
entered the service of the United States. In 1875 Mr. Burrows
formed a partnership with Charles A. Jewell, and the law firm
was continued until the death of Mr. Burrows.
Mr. Burrows was a town clerk of Effingham, a town officer of
Holderness, a representative of Plymouth four terms, and a
member of the school board many years. He was a delegate to
the constitutional convention, 1876, and an influential member
of the governor's council, 1878 and 1879. He was a trustee
of the New Hampshire Asylum for the Insane, and in every
position to which he was called he rendered efficient service.
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Dartmouth College conferred the honorary degree of A.M. in
1872.
WILLlAK BLAIR, son of William Henry and Lois
(Baker) Dlair, was born in Campton, Dec. 6, 1834. He attended
the public school, the Academy in Plymouth, and the New Hampshire Conference Seminary, teaching meanwhile several terms ~f
school. In the winter of 1854!5 he taught the school in Ply·
mouth Village. In 1856 he became a student at law in the office
of William Leverett, and was admitted to the Bar in 1859, and
inunediatcly became associated with his preceptor under the firm
name of Leverett & Blair. He labored in his chosen profession
with enthusiasm and success, early earning a reputation and
honors unusual for one of his years and experience. July 3, 1860,
he was appointed by Governor Goodwin solicitor for the county of
Grafton. lie fiUed the position with credit and distinction until
1862 and until he was called to another field of service. In the
War of the RebeUion he promptly responded to the summons of
his country. He volunteered in 1861 and again early in 1862,
but was refused by the surgeons. In a third effort to enter the
service he enlisted into the Fifteenth New Hampshire Infantry,
Oct. 2, 1862, for the term of nine months. He 1'08igned as
solicitor in September, 1862, and, surrendering the certainties of
an established business for the uncertainities of war, he left his
home in Plymouth a private. He returned to New Hampshire,
in the absence of Colonel Kingman, in command of his regiment.
While the regiment was gathering at Concord he was appointed
captain of Company B, but before the organization was fully com·
pleted he was commissioned major of the regiment. The commission was dated Oct. 7, 1862. His care for the men of the
regiment was constant, and his service in the field was brave
and soldierly. Without previous military discipline, he won the
esteem of his comrades in arms and added new honors to the
accumulating record of the citizen-soldier of our country. He was
commissioned lieutenant-colonel, April 8, 1863, and during the
memorable siege of Port Hudson he was in command of the
HENRY
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regiment. He was severely wounded in the right arm, May 27,
and again wounded in the same arm, June 14. With decimated
ranks the regiment was mustered out at Concord, Aug. 13, 1863.
Colonel Blair resumed the practice of his profession in Plymouth
and, suffering from the exposures of army life, in feeble health,
he gathered the unravelled threads of his former practice. In
1875 he formed a partnership with Alvin Burleigh, who had been
a student in his office, and under the firm name of Blair &
Burleigh he continued in active and successful practice until his
election to the United States Senate in 1879.
At the annual election in March, 1866, he was elected a representative of Plymouth in the New Hampshire house of representatives, and was appointed chairman of the committee on
incorporations. In 1867 and 1868 he represented the eleventh
district in the State senate, serving, 1867, chairman of the committees on :Military Affairs and Towns, and upon the Judiciary
Committee. The :following session he was chairman of the Railroad Committee and a member of the Committees o:f Elections and
:Military Affairs. In :March, 1875, and :March, 1877, he was
elected a representative in congress :from the Third New Hampshire District, comprising the towns in Cheshire, Sullivan, Grafton, and Coos counties.
At the June session, 1879, he was elected to the United States
Senate, and re-elected at the June session, 1885. He removed :from
Plymouth to :Manchester in 1884. He was generously supported
:for re-election at the January session, 1891, but failed to sooure
a nomination in the caucus of his political party.
At the November election in 1892 he was elected to the Fiftythird Congress from the first district, and declined a re-election.
In 1891 he declined an appointment of Judge o:f the United
States Court for the district of New Hampshire, tendered by
President Harrison, and soon after accepted the appointment of
Minister Plenipotentiary and Envoy Extraordinary to China, and
on account of tho sentiment of China concerning the position of
Senator Blair upon some minor international issues, the appoint-
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ment was withdrawn. Since the adjournment of the Fifty-third
Congress in 1895, with a residence in Manchester, he has been
engaged in the practice of law. In this condensed outline of the
career of Senator Blair there are added no words of eulogy. Tho
record is eloquent of achievement. As a lawyer he has ably served
his clients and has been successful in many encounters with learned
and vigorous antagonists. As a soldier ho was respected by his
superiors and beloved by the men of his command. As a statesman
he hns originated and ably supported humanitarian and educational measures. In all the phases of his lifework he has made
his name a synonym of integrity, of pure and lofty purpose.
JoiiN W. ELA, son of Joseph and Sally Miller (Moulton) Ela,
was born in Meredith, Sept. 26, 1838. He was educated at the
New Hampton and Northfield academies and the Dover High
School. lie pursued his legal studies in the office of Samuel W.
Rollins of Meredith and at Harvard Law School He was
admitted to the Bar of Belknap County in 1859, and practised
his profession one year in Meredith, removing to Plymouth,
1860, and practised two years in company with Joseph Burrows. IIo enlisted in the Fifteenth New Hampshire Infantry,
Sept. l>, 1862, commissioned captain of Company B, Nov. 3, 1862,
and mustered out with the regiment, Aug. 13, 1863. Returning
to Plymouth, he resumed practice and remained one year, when
he removed to Chicago, TIL He is remembered in Plymouth as
a young mnn of pleasing address and accomplished in mind and
manucr. In his chosen field of labor he was recognized as one
of the most able and successful lawyers of the State, and for many
years he was a prominent and influential factor in civil affairs.
Ho framed the civil service law of lllinois, and was the counsel
for tho commission before the Supreme Court in a suit to test the
constitutionality of the statute, and also in several important suits
concerning the application of the law. He .was president of the
police commission of Chicago and accomplished a conspicuou~
reform in the government of the city. For several years he was
an active member of the executive committee of the National Civil
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Service Reform League, of which Carl Schurz was president. IIo
was taken suddenly ill in Philadelphia while attending the annual
meeting of this organization, and died in that city, Dec. 15, 1909.

JoaaPH Jd:.uro:sVJLI.Z BURBOws, son of Joseph and Elizabeth
(Dearhom) Burrows, was hom in Effingham, Yay 20, 1840. The
family removed to Plymouth, 1858. He read law with his hon·
ored father, and was admitted 1864:. He practised his profession
in connection with his father in this town between one and two
years, when he removed to Chicago, Dl., where he has maintained
an extensive and lucrative practice.

AI.VIII Bum.moH, son of Samuel C. and Sally Leavitt (Whipple)
Heath, and an adopted son of Alvin Thompson Burleigh, was
hom in Plymouth, Dec. 19, 1842. In youth he was employed in
this town in dressing stock for tho manufacture of tho Plymouth
gloves. In 1862 he enlisted in the Fifteenth New Hampshire
Infantry, and served until the regiment was diamiasod, in August,
1863. At this date young Burleigh was leas than twenty-one years
of age. With no funds except the reward of toil, and with the
.. resolution of a stout heart and the courage of a veteran, he enlisted
again in the war for a liberal education. He was a student at
Kimball Union Academy in :Meriden, and was graduated at Dart·
mouth College, 1871. Among his classmates were William W.
Flint of Concord, Charles W. Hoitt of Nashua, Lewis Ward
Holmes of Keene, the late Alfred T. Balchelder of Keene, Edward
G. Leach of Franklin, and Samuel T. Page of :Manchester, all
lawyers in this State, and :Melvin 0. Adams of Boston, :Mass., and
Prof. Marvin D. Bisbee, ·the librarian of Dartmouth College.
Mr. Burleigh was principal of the high school in Woodstock,
Vt., one year, and became a student at law in the office of Henry
W. Blair in Plymouth. He was admitted to the Bar in Novcm·
ber, 1874, and immediately formod a partnership with his lcgnl
preceptor under the law firm of Blair & Burleigh, which was
continued five years. Mr. Blair having been elected to the United
States Senate, retired from active practice, and George H. Adams
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became associated with Mr. Burleigh in the law firm of Burleigh
Mr. Burleigh is a successful lawyer. Ca)m, prudent,
sagacious, of keen discrimination, earnest and honest, he possesses eminent qualifications for his profession. He merits the
excellent reputation which his unblemished character and untiring labor have won.
His service in public affairs has been frequently sought and
efficiently rendered. He has been a member and the chairman
of tho school board of Plymouth, a trustee eleven yean of the
State Normal Schqol, and an earnest promoter of the Emily Balch
Cottngo Ilospit.al. lie was one of the founders and a trustee
several years of the Plymouth Guaranty Savings Bank. In the
session of 1887 he represented Plymouth in the State legislature,
and was elected speaker of the house, filling an exacting position
with abi1ity and tact.
A friend of Mr. Burleigh has written: " He has been called
as counsel in some of the most noted cnses that grace the records
of the Dar, and as an advocate, as well as a counsellor, his fame
is secure; a large practice attests his success, but above all rests
the knowledge of tho confidence of those who know him, a dearer .
and a sweeter reward than can come from any measure of honor."
& Adams.

CnARLEs AnAMB JEWELL, son of Samuel French and Almira
Smith (Keniston) Jewell, was born in Campton, Nov. 10, 1844.
The family removed from Campton to Plymouth when he was
ton years of age. He attended the public schools and the Academy
of Plymouth, and after two years at Kimball Union Academy he
entered Dartmouth College, 1868, and graduated in course, 1872.
He was principal of Franklin High School one year, and at same
time studied for his profession in the office of Pike & Blodgett,
remaining in that office about three years. He was admitted to
Grafton County Dar, May 5, 1875, and immediately began practice in Plymouth with lion. Joseph Burrows, under firm name of
Burrows & Jewell. He was assistant clerk of the State senate,
187 4, county solicitor, 1883--85, representative from Plymouth,
1875 and 1876. He was chairman of the board of education,
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and at all times interested in the welfare of the public schools
of Plymouth.
He was appointed a trustee of the State Normal School in 1876,
and was an active member of the board ten years nnd treasurer of
the board five years. In June, 1886, he was appointed Chief Clerk
and Assistant Deputy Naval Officer of Customs, Boston, }{ass.,
wliich position he held until 1900, when he resigned and engaged
in the practice of law in Boston, where he continues to reside.
Gxonax liBBDBBT Al>AKs, son of Isaac Lamson and Louisa
Cox (Blair) Adams, was hom in Campton, Yay 18, 1851. He
pursued a preparatory course of study at Kimball Union Academy
in Meriden, and was graduated at Dartmouth College, 1873. He
was principal of the high school of Middleboro, Mass., one year,
and in 1874 he became a student at law in the office of Henry
W. Blair in Plymouth. He was admitted to the Bar at the September term of the Supreme Court, 1876, and immediately began
the practice of his profession in this town. At the dissolution of
the law firm of Blair & Burleigh in 1879 he associated with Alvin
Burleigh in the firm of Burleigh & Adams. The continued business and fraternal relations, strengthened with prosperity and
cemented by mutual friendship, nre features in the good fortunes
and professional life of the firm.
Yr. Adams is a successful office and trial lawyer. He is fond
of his profession and never disappoints the expectations of his
frie~ds. His cases are prepared with care and tried with tact
and conscientious fidelity. His manner is winning, and his friendships are many and enduring. He has won and firmly holds the
esteem of the community and of his brethren of the profession.
He is a good townsman, and in a larger field he has been called
to many positions of honor and responsibility. In the year that
he was admitted to the Bar, and a few months before he removed
to Plymouth, he was the delegate of his native town in the constitutional convention of 1876. He was a representative of Plymouth in the legislature of 1883, a State senator, 1889, and again,
1905, and president of the senate in the latter session. He has
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been Deputy Collector of Internal Revenue, and was Judge Advocate General on the staff of Gov. John B. Smith, and beginning
April 1, 1895, he was four years an efficient solicitor of Grafton
County.
General Adnms is a director and president of the Pemigewasset
N ntional Bank, a trustee of the Plymouth Guaranty Savings Bank,
and is serving his eighteenth year as treasurer of the State Normal
Sehool. In September, 1905, he was appointed insurance commissioner for tho term of three years.
JosEPII CLEMENT SToRY, son of Otis J. Story, was born in
Sutton, Aug. 20, 1855. In his childhood the family removed to
Cannan. lie pursued a course of study at Kimball Union Academy, Meriden, and at Phillips Academy, Andover, Mass. Subsequently he was principal two years of Union Academy, Canaan.
Having determined to adopt the law as his chosen profession, he
became, in 1877, a student in the office of George W. Murray in
Cnnnnn. Subsequently he continued his preparation in tho offices
of Pike & Blodgett and of Edward B. S. Sanborn in Franklin.
lie attended the Boston Law School one year, graduating in 1880,
and was immediately admitted to the Bar of Grafton County.
He practised three years in Wentworth, removing to Plymouth
in the autumn of 1883. His cases were well prepared and he
tried them with considerable ability and skill. His ability and
faithfulness were rewarded with a good measure ·of legal business ancl his career as a lawyer was assured.
In 188G, upon the organization of tho Pemigewasset Mutual
Relief Association, he accepted the proffered position of secretary
and mnnnger. Like other companies organized and conducting
business upon tho assessment plan, this company in a few years
oocnme embarrassed and was dissolved. Mr. Story, retaining the
sympathy of many friends, died in a sanitarium at Durlington, Vt.,
Jan. 27, 1894.
Ar.vrN F. WENTWORTH, son of Samuel Going and Adelia
Ann (Wentworth) Wentworth, was born on Long Island in

4:64:

HI8TOBY OJ' PLYMOUTH.

Moultonborough, June 6, 1867. He attended the schools of
Moultonborough, and graduated at the New Hampton Literary
Institution, 1889. He read law with Ellery A. Hibbard in
Laconia, and graduated at the Law School, University of Yiehi·
gan, 1892, and was admitted to the Bar, Yarch term, 1893. With
a liberal preparation for the exacting labors of his profession he
opened an office in Plymouth in July, 1893. He has been a
member of the school board nine years, and was a delegate to the
constitutional convention of 1902. In his professional labors he
bas been industrious and aucceaaful.

PBYSIOIA:NS.
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URING one hundred and forty years, since the settlement
of Plymouth, twenty-seven physicians have been resident
and have attended the sick of this town and vicinity. After years
of labor in sunshine and in storm, in the day and in the night,
calling in the neighborhood or riding over long and weary roads,
nine have died in this town, thirteen have removed to other fields
of labor, and five at this time are resident physicians. Of the
whole number twenty-one are included among the representatives
of the regular school, nine among the graduates of the Dartmouth
Medical School, and twelve are enrolled as fellows of the New
Hampshire Medical Society. The Homeopathic School has one,
the Eclectic School bas three, and the Botanic School baa twe
representatives. The town has been fortunate in the professional
skill, the established character, and the good citizenship of the
physicians who have lived and practised here.

ABIJAK Wmo:aT, son of Capt. Joshua and Abigail (Richardson) Wright, was born in Hollis, Aug. 15, 1746. He studied
medicine with Col. John Hale, a distinguished physician of
Hollis, and came to Plymouth before 1770. He was the first
physician of Plymouth. Like other professional men of his time,
he was a farmer and a physician. When summoned from the
field he made his professional journeys upon horseback and in the
winter season upon snowshoes. He lived in a remote part of
Plymouth, and he was not prominent in town affairs, but he was
a man of fair ability and character. In the Revolution he was a
private, serving seven weeks, in 177 6, in Capt. Jeremiah Eames'
company upon the Upper Coos. In 1777 he was a surgeon of
\'OL.L-80
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CoL David Webirter's battalion, which was called into service for
the relief of Ticonderoga. At the incorporation of Hebron in
1'192 his homestead was severed from Plymouth, but his relations
with the families in this vicinity were unchanged. He continued
a residence in Hebron, and there died, 1828.
PETBB EJOnsoN, son of Rev. Daniel and Hannah (Emerson)
Emerson, was born in Hollis, Nov. '1, 1'149. His father, Rev.
Daniel Emerson, was pastor fifty-eight years of the church in
HQllis, where many of the early settlers of Plymouth had been
accustomed to worship. Dr. Peter Emerson studied medicine
with Col. John Hale of Hollis, and came to Plymouth in 1'170,
where he remained eight years. His wife, a daughter of CoL
David Hobart, died in the summer of 1'1'18, and a few months
later he removed from this town. In August, 1779, the committee of safety appointed "Dr. Peter Emerson late of Plymouth " the surgeon of the regiment commanded by CoL Hercules
Mooney, and raised for the defence of Rhode Island. He was
in the service with his regiment five months. A few years later
he settled in Hillsborough, where he labored with a reasonable
measure of success and whore ho died, Feb. 21, 1827.
JoHN RooEas, son of Rev. John and Relief (Prentice) Rogers,
was born in Leominster, Mass., March 27, 1'155. He was graduated at Harvard University, 1776. With whom he studied
medicine is not known. In January, 1'182, the month of his
marriage, he settled in Plymouth. He built and occupied the
house on South :Main Street, since known as the Robie House,
and several years later he removed across the street to a home
he had erected, now the homestead of Van Ness Bass. Dr. Rogers
was the first college-bred man and the third physician in Plymouth. His acknowledged skill and his accomplished manners,
his superior education and unfailing public spirit won for him
the confidence and affection of his patients and the unqualified
respect of the community. A man of superior native and cultured abilities, gentle, refined, and compassionate, Dr. Rogers
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would have been a bold and striking figure in any walk of life.
As a physician, while healing the disease of the patient he touched
the mind with the wand of sympathy, and often the most potent
remedy at his command was the healing of his presence.
In town affairs he was an influential and intelligent citizen
and an able promoter of the reforms of his time. He was many
times called to preside in town meetings and was appointed frequently upon special committees. He was the ftrst postmaster in
this town and a member of the first board of school supervisors.
He was one of the incorporators of Holmes Plymouth Academy,
a trustee, and the efficient secretary of the board. He was deeply
interested in the academy and in the town, supporting every
public enterprise with zeal and conspicuous ·ability. In 1~91, at .
the meeting of organization, Dr. Rogers became a Fellow of the
New Hampshire Medical Society, and while he lived be remained
n prominent member of that honored society. He was Register
of Deeds for Grafton County, 1793, 1796, 1797, 1800, and 1801,
conducting the business of the office at Plymouth. He died
March 8, 1814. A contemporary has written:
Died in Plymouth, Dr. John Rogers, of the same fever, aged 69. He
was a native or Leominster, Mass. Descended from ancestors eminent
for their piety and learning, and who were, for many generations before
him, ministers of the gospel. He was educated at Harvard College and
graduated 1776. The virtue, talents, and usefulness of his fathers were
eminently conspicuous In his character and generously displayed In a
laborious life devoted to the service of his God and bls fellow men.
When we consider his general character, we behold a combination or exalted virtue and refined talents, of publio and private exoellencies rarely
united In one man.
llis mind was enlightened by science and tempered by philosophy and
religion, he was modest yet dignified In bis manners and truly polite.
As a physician he was excelled by few or bis time. His professional
knowledge was extensive and Improved by long practice and experience.
His heart, naturally tender, was softened to gentleness by acquaintance
with distress. His friends were many,- every honest man from the
highest to the lowest grade of his acquaintance. His enemies were few,
and all political ones. His professional business was extensive and
lucrative, his prudence and economy Nmarkable, yet his compassion for
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&be unfortunate and his liberal donations in public mat&era kept him
poor. The beggar never returned empty from bit gate, he had ever a
tear for his aorrows and a shilling for his need. He was a ftrm friend
and supporter or the liberties or bit country, could discern her real
interests, had attentively studied &be history or former republica and saw
by their measura. and their fortune the fate of our own. Though con·
tinually rebuked for his zeal by bia shortsighted countrymen, be warned
them unceasingly or their danger and foretold the coming storm ere yet
the clouds bad gathered in the sky. Faithful to his country while living,
hit last prayer went up ror her when be closed hi• eyes and len her forever. He met death with firmness and composure of mind in the strength
or virtuous resignation.
His affectionate wife and family are leR to mourn hit departure. Ir
any conaolation can reach them at ao melancholy a time, it ia the excellent name he left behind him, and the thought t.bat he great.ly fullllled the
end or his creation by a life devoted to duty. They must mourn. Weep
with them, aon or Science, for he was your brotiaer; aon or Virtue and Industry, for he was your brother alao. Pause, aon or Want, drop a tear
or gratitude upon his grave, for he was your benefactor.

J ONATBAN RoBBINs, son of Lieut. Jonathan and Yary
(Fletcher) Robbins, was born Sept. 5, 1765. At the date of their
marriage his parents were residents of Westford, Yaas., and after
living a few years in New Ipswich the family removed to Plymouth in the autumn of 1776. In the Revolution he served at
Coos from July to November, 1781, in Lieut. Peter Stearns' company. With whom he studied medicine is not known, but after
a brief absence from this town he returned in 1788 and entered
upon the professional labor of a lifetime. lie lived in the south
part of the town, and after a few years he removed to the village.
In addition to his practice in Plymouth he attended many families in Bridgewater and Hebron. He was a reputable practitioner and a good citizen, and the second posbnaster of Plymouth.
He died July 26, 1838.
graduated at Darbnouth :Medical School in
the class of 1807. He came to Plymouth in the summer of that
year, and entered upon the practice of his profession under favorable auspices. He remained nearly two years, when, on account
THOKAB DtmNSIDB
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of failing health, he removed from this town.

He died 1815.
Dartmouth College conferred the degree of A.M., 1812.
Dr. Burnside was a son of Capt. Thomas Burnside, an early
settler and prominent citizen of Northumberland, and a grandson
of David Burnside, who died in Londonderry, Oct. 10, 1757,
aged forty-one years. Samuel McGregore Burnside, a lawyer
of Worcester, Mnss., and Alexander Burnside, a physician of
Toronto, P. Q., were brothers of Dr. Thomas Burnside.
SAMUEL RooERS, son of Dr. John and Betsey (Mulliken)
Rogers, wns born in Plymouth, Oct. 27, 1785. He studied medi·
cine with his father, and began practice in this town in 1817.
In 1824 he was admitted a Fellow of the New Hampshire Medical
Society. No other physician has practised in this town as many
years, and probably none other has ridden as many miles. He
was a man of good ability and a good physician. He acquired a
large practice, which extended into the surrounding towns. He
was of medium stature, quiet and unassuming in manner. Many
are living who remember Dr. Samuel Rogers with affection and
esteem. He died in Plymouth, Aug. 29, 1858.
BENJAlUN F. SIMPSON, son of George and Mary (Lang) Simp·
son, was born in Windham, July 21, 1799. The family removed
to Rumney, 1809. By peddling dry goods in summer and teach·
ing school in winter he was enabled to pursue a course of professional study. He read medicine with Dr. David Gibson of
Itmnncy, and was graduated at Dartmouth Medical School, class
of 182o. He practised in this town from 1825 to 1829. lie was
associated with Dr. Jonathan Robbins, Dr. Samuel Rogers, and
Dr. John Bailey. lie was a successful physician in Windham
from 1829 to 1841, and in Lowell, Mass., from 1843 to 1879.
He died April tO, 1883, and was buried in Windham.
JoHN BAILEY, son of Samuel and Mary (Tenney) Bailey, was
born in Brattleborough, Vt., Oct. 28, 1802. He attended Castleton, Vt., and Dartmouth Medical schools, and was graduated at
Dartmouth, class of 1827. He practised in this town from 1827
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He was associated in business with Dr. Jonathan Robbins, whose daughter be married, and he remained about two
years after the death of his worthy associate. He was a good
physician and a worthy man. He rode an extended circuit as
long as his failing health would permit. In 1835 he removed to
Brattleborough, Vt., and two years later to :Macon, Ga., where
he died of chronic pulmonary disease, Oct. 19, 1841.

to 1885.

S.A.KDL LoNG, son of Samuel and :Mary (Clement) Long, was
. hom in Hopkinton, Oct. 4, 1803; Dartmouth College, 1824;
Dartmouth :Medical School, 1829. He was a brother of Clement
Long, D.D., LL.D., the eminent lecturer and professor of intellectual philosophy and political economy at Westem Reserve
and Dartmouth colleges. He was a physician in Hopkinton, Mass.,
two years, and removed to this town in the summer of 1832. He
became a Fellow of the New Hampshire :Medical Society in 1834.
He was an eminent physician, and a man of culture and refinement. Possessing superior and amiable traits of character, he
was greatly beloved by his friends and respected in an unusual
degree by the community. He died, in the midst of his usefulness,
Nov. 28, 1857. His pastor, Rev. William R. Jewett, paid tribute
to his friend and physician in fitting terms. "Having thoroughly
mastered the principles of medical science, possessing a clear
mind and a sound judgment, he quickly took and ever retained
a high rank in his profession. Few physicians ever had such
unlimited confidence reposed in them. Few men ever passed ao
unruffied through the tumult and collisions of life. The character
of Dr. Long was distinguished for blandness, amiableness, and
harmony of the elements, which composed it. Ita symmetry was
the admiration of his ·friends. To mildness of temper he added
a quiet dignity, so that the affection which was entertained for him
was tempered with respect. It was owing, in a measure, to his
mental as well as his moral qualities that he possessed tbe public
confidence in his integrity to a degree that it was never even suspected. As a husband, a father, a member of the medical profession, it is bard to say which relation he best adorned. He
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was greatly respected by his medical brethren for his skill, his
accurate ju~ent, his extensive and exact knowledge of the mediCal
sciences, and he was unusually beloved by them, for he was never
known to sully the reputation of another by an ungenerous remark.
His carefulness in whatever concerned individual character was
extraordinary. If he could not speak favorably he was silent."
RoBERT BuRNs, son of George and Anna (Adams) Burns, was
hom in Hudson, Dec. 12, 1792. In his childhood the family
removed to Rumney. He studied medicine with Dr. Ezra Bartlett
of Warren, teaching school at times during his professional studies.
In 1815 he attended lectures at Dartmouth Medical School, but
did not graduate. While at Dartmouth he was called to Warren
to attend those stricken with the spotted fever. He remained
in Warren in active practice until 1818, when he removed w
Hebron, where he remained seventeen years. He became a Fellow
of tho Now Hampshire :Medical Society in 1824. He was a State
senator, 1831, and was elected a representative in the Twenty·
third and Twenty-fourth congresses, serving from 1833 to 1837.
In the spring of ~835, . and immediately preceding his second
election to Congress, he removed from Hebron to Plymouth.
At this time Dr. Jonathan Robbins was deceased, and Dr. John
Bailey was preparing to remove from this town, but he was associated over twenty years with Dr. Samuel Rogers and Dr. Samuel
Long, whom he survived.
Dr. Burns secured a lucrative practice, and was often called to
the neighboring towns. He enjoyed the confidence of the . public
and was esteemed by the profession. He was a good collector,
and in the management of his financial affairs he was suceessful.
In town and social affairs he entertained decided opinions and
firmly adhered to his convictions. If he was not a popular leader,
he constantly exercised a potent iniluence among his townsmen.
He died June 26, 1866.
NORMAN CuRTIS STEVENS was hom in Plainfield, April 24,
1816. He graduated at Dartmouth Medical School, 1842, and
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immediately located in Plymouth. He was contemporaneous with
Dr. Samuel Long and Dr. Samuel Rogers and Dr. Robert Burns,
with whom he maintained friendly relations. He was a cultured
man and an excellent physician. During his brief residence in
this town he made many friends, and was popular in the community. He removed, 1847, to Boston, Mass., where he was successfully employed several years. In the War of the Rebellion
he was a contract surgeon, and after the war he resided in Newton,
Mass., where he died June 6, 1871.
HouCK P. GooDman, son of Ezekiel and Rhoda (Ferrin)
Goodrich, was bom in Chelsea, Vt., Oct. 7, 1814. He studied
medicine with Dr. Austin S. Durkee, then of Enfield, and practised according to the theories of the Botanic School of Medicine.
He practised in this town, with considerable success, from 1844
to 1861. Subsequently he was a physician in Edgarton, Stoughton, New Bedford, and Stoneham, in Mass., and also conducted
a drug store a short time in Boston and in Stoneham, Mass. He
removed to Franklin, 1878, where he died April 13, 1881. From
information secured since the family records of Volume II were
printed, it is learned that he married, Jan. 10, 1836, Ann White
of Sharon, Vt. Mter his residence in this town he wrote his
name Horace Goodrich. HiS son, named in Plymouth records
as Hartley, wrote his name Harle D. Goodrich. He was an
apothecary, living in Charlestown, Stoneham, and Haverhill,
Mass. His daughter marriedS. B. Woodbury of Stoneham, Mass.
AusTIN S. Duaxu, son of Samuel and Polly(Bigelow) Durkee,
was born in Williamstown, Vt., Feb. 16, 1806. Mter a brief
residence in Ohio, where he was a postmaster during the administration of President Van Buren, he returned to Vermont and
entered upon the practice of medicine in Brookfield. About 1849
he removed to New Hampshire and practised in Enfield and in
Andover until1849, when he removed to Lowell, Mass. He came
to Plymouth in 1856 and remained in this town until 1868, when
he removed to Bristol He practised in Bristol and in New
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Hampton until 1870, when he removed to Franklin, where hG
died Feb. 24, 1881.
Dr. Durkee adhered to the Botanic or Thompsonian School of
medicine. He was a physician of considerable skill, and in the
treatment of many special cases his ability was acknowledged
by the fraternity. As a man he was kind and genial, and as a
citizen he was always solicitous for the public good. His son,
Freeman A. Durkee, once a citizen of this town, is now a physician
of Laconia.
JEnEMIAn CAVERNO GARLAND, son of Nathaniel and Lydia
(Cavemo) Garland, was hom in Strafford, Sept. 13, 1814. He
was graduated at the College of Physicians and Surgeons, New
York, 1844. He practised his profession at Rochester, 1844 to
1850; Nashua, 1850 to 1857. He removed to Plymouth in 185'1
and remained here eight years. He was a cautious and suooeesful
physician and earned the confidence of many families and the
esteem of the community. From 1863 to 1865 he was with the
army as an assistant hospital surgeon. He returned, 1865, to
Nashua, where he continued in active practice until 1890, when
he retired from professional labor. He was city physician of
Nashua, 1857, and 1864 to 1870. He was a member of the·first
city council of Nashua, 1853, and of the board of aldermen the
following year, and a member of examiners, United States pen·
sions, eight years. He died in Nashua, Yay 15, 1900, aged nearly
eigbt.y-six years.
CYnus KxNosnUBY KELLEY, son of John and Lydia (Ham)
Kelley, was hom in Gilmanton, June 23, 1820. He pursued a
courso of study at the Gilmanton Academy, and was graduated
at the Medical School, University of Vermont, 1844. Dartmouth
conferred the honorary degree of M.D., 1867. He practised four
years in Oxford, Me., and nine years in Sanbornton Bridge, now
Tilton. He was admitted a Fellow of the New Hampshire Med·
ical Society, 1849. He removed from Tilton to Plymouth in 1858
and practised in this town eleven years, when he removed to
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Cambridge, Mass. He removed from Cambridge to Milford in
1879, and the same year he returned to Plymouth. He was in
Milford less than a year, and in the family register in Volume II
the date 1876 should be 1879. Mter returning ~ Plymouth be
practised in this town until his death. He was a ·Fellow of the
New Hampshire :Medical Society, and was a cautious, studious
physician. He was social and found delight in conversation with
his friends. He died June 2, 1898.
JooPH WILLUK PusToN, son of l£ich4el and Mary (Merrill)
Preston, was born in Stanatead, P. Q., Nov. 14, 1826. He grad·
uated at the Harvard Medical School, and practised a few
years in Bristol and Bridgewater. He removed to Plymouth in
1864, living in the Thompson house, on the site of Kidder Block.
He practised successfully in this town fifteen years. He was a
member of the school committee and a good townsman. He was
intelligent and companionable, and was esteemed by the com·
munity and the brethren of his profession. In 1882 he became a
Fellow of the New Hampshire Medical Society.
In 1880 he removed to Bristol and there conducted a drug
store about four years, when he removed to Somersworth, where
he continued the business of a druggist. He retired from business
in 1892 and subsequently lived in Woburn, :Mass. He died sud·
denly of apoplexy, April 20, 1893, and was buried in Trinity
Cemetery.
Su.A.s WBIGHT DAvis, son of Eleazer an4 Mary A. (Gilman)
Davis, was born in Gilford, March 29, 1841 ; Dartmouth College,
1864; Dartmouth :Medical School, 1867; Fellow of New Hampshire :Medical Society, 1877. He settled in this town in 1867.
He was a man of culture and ability and a skilful physician.
He was deeply interested in the welfare of the schools and was
a respected and useful citizen in town and local affairs. He lived
and labored in Plymouth thirteen years, and his removal from
the town was a serious loss to the community. He lived in Win·
cheater, :Mass., from 1880 to 1885, and subsequently in Tilton.

•

--- --·

·-·-----~

PHYBIOIA:RS.

He was a director of the Citizens' National Bank and a trustee
of the Iona Savings Bank of Tilton. He died at his winter home
in Orlando, Florida, Feb. 7, 1888.
:MosEs CumuER EAToN, son of Jesse and Eleanor (Paige)
Eaton, was hom in Wentworth, Sept. 26, 1838. He was graduated
at Dartmouth Medical School, 1865. He practised successfully
in Wnrren and Wentworth four years, removing to Plymouth,
1869. lie is kindly mentioned by those who remember him. He
died March 29, 1872.
TRISTRAM RoGERs, son of John Langdon and Sally (Crouch)
Rogers, was hom in Walden, Vt., May 20, 1833. He studied
medicine with Dr. Walter Burnham, a skilful physician and surgeon of Lowell, Mass., and graduated, 1855, at the Worcester
Medical Institution in Worcester, Mass. He practised in New
Hampton about fifteen years, removing to Plymouth in 1871.
Dr. Uogers was of the regular school until 1870, when he adopted
the philosophy of the homeopaths. He is a cautious, attentive
physician, and his professional labor has been met with a con·
siderable measure of success. Since his removal to Plymouth he
was the only homeopathic physician in this town until the removal
hither of Dr. .Albert J. Marston. Dr. Rogers has practised here
thirty-four years, and is the dean of tl1c resident physicians. He
has been associated here with Drs. Silas W. Davis, Joseph W.
Preston, Jesse A. Samborn, Robert Burns, Albert J. :Marston,
Enos Huckins, Moses C. Eaton, Haven Palmer, William R. Garland, Alonzo D. Muchmore, and John Wheeler.
JEssE APPLETON SAKBORN, son of Dr. John and Susan (Hubbard) Sanborn, was hom in Meredith, Dec. 5, 1820. He was
graduated at Dartmouth Medical College, 1842, and the same year
entered upon the practice of his profession in Gardner, Mass.
The following year he removed to Wolfeborough. In 1846 he
ecttled in Campton, where he practised until 1872, when he
removed to Plymouth, where he practised sixteen years. He
rame a Fellow of the New Hampshire Medical Society in 1862.
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He was small in stature, generous and kind to his patrons, and a
better physician than a collector of the fees due him. · He was a
student and a good physician. He died June 15, 1888. He wrote
the name Samborn.
RoBnT Bunn, eon of Dr. Robert and Almira (Cox) Burna,
was bom in Plymouth, Aug. 30, 1854. He pursued an enlarged
course of profeasional study at Harvard Medical School and in
PhiladelphiL He entered upon the practice of medicine in this
town in 1880, and he remained in actiV'e and successful practice
in this town until1898. He became a Fellow of the New Hampshire Medical Society in 1884. He was commissioned assistantsurgeon with rank of captain by Govemor Sawyer, May 22, 1889,
and assigned to the Third New Hampshire Regiment of National
Guard. May 25, 1894, he was promoted, by Govemor Smith, to
surgeon of the regiment, with rank of major. In the organization
of the First New Hampshire Regiment for the Spanish War, he
was commissioned, May 7, 1898, the surgeon of the regiment, with
rank of major. His duty was exacting, but it was efficiently performed until the regiment was discharged. Immediately after,
in January, 1899, he was commissioned, by President McKinley,
brigade surgeon, with rank of major, and assigned to duty with
the army in the Philippines. In this service he won the reputation of a skilful physician and enjoyed the esteem of the officers
in command. He was mustered out in 1903, and removed to
Boston, Mass., where he is in successful practice. With a liberal
experience, with acknowledged skill in his profeasion, and possessing commanding elements of popularity, Dr. Bums has come
menced his labors in a new :field under favorable auspices.
ALB:uT JERBKIAH MusToN, eon of John Blake and Eliza
Ann (Dow) Marston, was bom in Bridgewater, March 19, 1852.
He is a graduate of the Eclectic Medical Institute, Cincinnati,
Ohio, of the class of 1876. In his profeasional labors he baa
adhered to the theories of the Eclectic SchooL He practised in
Flymouth, 1879 to 1881; in Philadelphia, PL, 1881 to 1900, and
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in Plymouth since 1000. Dr. Marston has an office in Fox Block
and enjoys a fair measure of practice.
HAVEN PALMER, son of Lewis Jewett and Susan H. (Summers)
Palmer, was born in Jefferson, Sept. 19, 1843. He studied medicine with Dr. John W. Barney of Lancaster, and was graduated
at Bowdoin :Medical College, 1871. He practised twelve years in
Wentworth, Haverhill, and Meredith. He has been a prominent
citizen and physician in Plymouth since 1883. He became a
Fellow of the New Hampshire Medical Society in 1874:. Affable
and kind in manner, attentive to the calls of his profession, and a
thoughtful student of the science of medicine, Dr. Palmer is a
devoted and successful practitioner. He bas been a useful member
of the board of education many years, and at all times he cheerfully discharges the duties of a good citizen. His skill as a
physician, his usefulness as a citizen, and his integrity as a man
elicit a prompt recognition in any review of his labors.
ENos HucKINs, son of Enos and Betsey (Ingalls) Huckins,
was hom in Warren, Aug. 10, 1845. He attended the public
schools of Warren, and was a medical student two years at the
Eclectic Medical College of Cincinnati, Ohio. He completed a
course of study and graduated at the :Medical School, University
of Pennsylvania, in 1876. He practised successfully in Warren
four years and four years in Ashland, removing to Plymouth in
1884. He was a good physician and an excellent nurse. He
adhered to the Eclectic School, and was appointed a member of
the State Board of Medical Examiners, :May 11, 1897, for the term
of two years, and reappointed in 1899. He was a popular citizen
and was a representative to the legislature, 1899. lie died April
9, 1903, and was buried in Warren.

George

WILLIAM RussELL GARLAND, son of
Watson and Eliza
Ann (Batchelder) Garland, was hom in Thornton, March 22,
1865. He was educated in the schools of Plymouth, Holderness,
and the academy at New Hampton. He was graduated at the
Medical School, Dartmouth College, in the class of 1886. He

478

HISTOBY Oll' PLYKOUTH.

practised in Campton until 1895, when he removed to Plymouth.
When he came hither he was favorably known in the community,
and he continues to enjoy the confidence of the families by whom
he is employed.
JoHN WHJ:ELU, son of Phineas Howe and Sarah 'Mehitable
(Colby) Wheeler, was hom in Alton, Yay 16, 1872. He pursued
a preparatory course at Brewster Free Academy, Wolfeborough,
and ~o years at Phillips Academy, Exeter, and was graduated
at Dartmouth College, 1895, and at Dartmouth Medical School,
1898. He came to Plymouth in the spring of 1898, and the
same year was made a Fellow of the New Hampshire 'Medical
Society. Compared with some of his predecessors in this town,
Dr. Wheeler is yet young in years and limited in experience, but
he frequently visits more patients in a month than some of them
attended in a year. He has enjoyed the instruction of the modern
and more comprehensive courses of study, and is a diligent
student of the discoveries and amended theories of the present
time. He has secured an extensive practice, and enjoys the con·
fidence of the community and the esteem of the profession.
ALONZO D. 'MuoHKOBE, son of James and Sarah J. (Buntin)
Muchmore, was hom in Orford, April 4, 1840. He enlisted Nov.
30, 18611 in the Sixth New Hampshire Infantry, and was discharged on account of disability, April 9, 1862. For several years
·he was engaged in farming and in the study of medicine as opportunities were presented. Ile was granted a certificate by the
censors of the New Hampshire Eclectic 'Medical Society in 1879,
and commenced the practice of medicine in Campton, where he
remained a few years. After removing to Campton he attended lectures at the Eclectic Medical College of Maine, and was graduated
Feb. 8, 1883, and in 1889 he pursued a post-graduate course at
Burlington, Vt. He is president of the New Hampshire Eclectic
Medical Society, and has been one of the board of censors. In
1889 he represented Campton in the State legislature. He now
resides in Holderness, and near the village of Plymouth, where
he is frequently employed.
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XXXI. THE MILITIA.

I

MMEDIATELY succeeding the Revolution, the military spirit
of the people was spontaneous and universal. Rejoicing in
the fruits of victory and proud of the conquest of the patriot anny,
our fathers hastened to write into the constitution of the State,
"A well-regulated militia is the proper, natural, and sure defense
of a State." The nurture of the train band found frequent
expression in the laws of the State and in the efficient work of
organization and discipline. Celebrations and gala days were
not complete without a military company, and on greater occasions
the dignity nnd enthusiasm of the assembled people were supported by a regiment. In the measured beat of the drum and in
the piercing notes of the fife the youth were inspired, while the
veterans of war again listened with pride and heroic bearing to the
grand orchestra of the Revolution.
The militia acts of 1780 and 1786 made provision for an increased number of regiments and amended the regulations from the
necessities of war to the basis of peace. The age limit of the active
was reduced from fifty to forty years, and several years later the
junior limit was changed from sixteen to eighteen years. In the
reorganization of the regiments, the historic eleventh regiment,
commanded by Col. David Hobart, and, after June 14, 1779, by
Lieut.-Col. David Webster, became the fourteenth, retaining the
merit of good service and the honors of war. Plymouth remained a
constituent part of the fourteenth regiment until the repeal of the
militia laws in 1851.
From an early date in the Revolution and until 1792 the militia
was divided into two classes, - the train band and the alarm list.
Tho alarm list included males under seventy years of age who
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were exempt from service in the train band. The captains of the
oompanies in this clasa of the militia were given the rank of colonel,
the lieutenants were lieutenant-colonels, and the ensigns were
majora. Unti11792 the active militia or train band was organized
in companies and regiments, and officers were commissioned in
accordance with laws and regulations mainly matured during the
Revolution. Under the act of Dec. 28, 1792, the militia of
the State was reorganized, and the number of the regiments was
increased to twenty-seven. From 1792 to 1816 the unit of organization was a battalion, and two battalions constituted a regiment
During this period there were no colonels in New Hampsbire.
The commander of a regiment was commissioned a lieutenantcolonel commandant, and the staff of the govemor received similar
commissions.
In a perusal of the lists of officers of the :fourteenth regiment it
should be home in mind that for twenty-four years, 1792-1816,
the neld officers were a lieutenant-colonel commandant and two
majora. From 1792 to 1808, Plymouth, Holdemess, Rumney,
Campton, and Thomton constituted the nrat, and New Chester,
Bridgewater, Oockermouth, Alexandria, and Hebron the second
battalion of the fourteenth regiment. In 1808, at tho organization of the thirty-fourth regiment, the second battalion was
joined to the new regiD\ent, and after this date, Plymouth, Holderness, and Rumney constituted the first, and Campton, Thornton,
Ellsworth, Woodstock, Waterville, and Lincoln the second battalion. In the revision of the militia laws in 1816, the earlier
titles of the neld officers - colonel, lieutenant-colonel, and major
- were restored.
For many years the :May training and the fall musters were
holidays. The drum, the nfe, and the boy were unrestrained. The
public, pleased with the pomp and display of military . pageants,
failed not in a manifestation of approval and enthusiasm. In the
progress of time an era of peace and a growing spirit of commercialism softened the heroic temper of the people, while the doctrine of non-resistance and the 1lying doves from the cotes of
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peace societies eoothed into slumber an early enthusiasm in military affail'B. The militia law of the State was repealed in 1851.
From 1784: to 1792 the field officers of the fourteenth regiment,
with date of commiSBion, were:Dec.

David Webster, Plymouth, colonel.
Moses Baker, Campton, lieutenant-colonel, promoted.
Alexnnder Craig, Rumney, major, promoted.
"
Richard
Shepard, Holderness, major.
"
1\loses Baker, colonel.
July
Alexander Craig, lieutenant-colonel.
"
Denjnmin Goold, Plymouth, major, resigned June 17,
"
1790.
June 17, 1790 Michael Dwyer, HoldemeSB, major.
June 15, 1791 Samuel Holmes, Campton, major, promoted.
"
" " Peter Sleeper, Bridgewater, major, promoted.

"

25,
"
"
"
7,
"
"

1784:
"
"
"
1786
"
''

From 1792 to 1816 the field officers were:1\lnrch 26, 1793 Samuel Holmes, Campton, lieut.-col. commandant.
Dec. 13, 1796 Peter Sleeper, Btidgewater
"
"
June 16, 1800 Stephen Wells, Plymouth
"
"
"
18, 1802 Moses Baker, Campton
"
"
Dec. 14, 1805 William Webster, Plymouth
"
"
12, 1808 Samuel Wells, Plymouth
"
"
"
June 15, 1811 John B. Southmayd, Campton "
"
"
U, 1814 Enoch Colby, Jr., Thornton "
"
May 17, 1816 Joseph Shepard, Holderness "
"
March 26, 1798 Stephen Wells, Plymouth, major 1st battalion.
"
" " Peter Sleeper, Bridgewater " 2nd
"
Feb.
6, 1797 Thcophilus Sanborn, Bridgewater, major 2nd battalion.
June 16, 1800 William Preston, Rumney
" let
"
"
" " BenJamin Boardman, Bridgewater " 2nd
"
"
18, 1802 William Webster, Plymouth
" let
"
Aug. 19, 1802 Moses Lewis, Bridgewater
" 2nd
"
" let
"
Dec. U, 1805 Samuel Wells, Plymouth
"
14, 1805 Archibald Robinson, 'Thornton
" 2nd
"
"
12, 1808 Abraham Burnham, Rumney
" 1st
"
"
" " Benjamin Baker, Campton
" 2nd
"
June 15, 1811 Jonathan Blodgett, Jr., Rumney
" 1st
"
"
" " Enoch Colby, Jr., Thornton
" 2nd
"
"
U, 1814 Stephen Baker, Holdernees
" let
"
VOL.I,-31
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June 14, 1814 John Pulslrer, Campton, major tod baualloo.
llay17, 1816 Joeeph Weld, Plymou&h " tat
"
" "
" Benjamin U. Barron, Wooda&ock, major 2nd baualion.

From 1816 to 1851 the :field officers were:Jaly 4, 1816 Joeepb Shepard, Holderneaa, ooL, resigned Jane 25, 1819.
Nov. 6, 1819 Walter Blair, Holderneaa
"
"
1820.
Kay 19, 1820 John Palmer
"
" Nov. 21, 1820.
Dec. 8, 1820 Moody Cook, Campton
"
"
June 9, 1824.
June 15, 1824 Willlam Baker, Campton
"
" Karch SO, 1826.
" 80, 1826 Benj. Edmonda, Plymouth
"
"
Jane 9, 1829.
July 1, 1829 :Moaee Cook, Campton
"
promoted.
June 22, 1882 Nathan Baker, Campton
"
"
Nov. 28, 1852.
Jan. 6, 1888 Oliver Flanders, Plymou&h
"
"
Jane 16,1885.
June27, 1886 Leonard I. Cox
"
" Nov. 29, 1886.
Jan. 16, 1887 Elijah Mitchell, Thornton
"
"
June 10, 1889.
June27, 1889 George W. Durgin, 'fhornton "
"
July 2, 1841 John Preaoott
"
" June 14, 1843.
" 1, 1848 James P. Pattee, Thornton
"
Aug. 27, 1849.
June 24, 1848 Jeaae Ladd, Holderneaa
"
Aug.81, 1849 Robert B. Tucker, Thornton "
July 4, 1816 Benjamin M. Barron, Woodstock, Ueut.-eolonel.
June 28, 1819 Walter Blair, Holderness
"
promoted.
· Nov. 6, 1819 John Palmer
"
promoted.
:May 19, 1820 Moody Cook, Campton
"
promoted.
"
resigned
Dec. 8, 1820 Davia. Baker, Campton
June 9, 1824.
June 15, 1824 John Adams
declined.
"
" 18, 1825 Benjamin Edmonda, Plymouth
promoted.
"
" 80, 1826 Joeeph Preston, Rumney
resigned
"
Jane 17, 1828.
Aug. 51 1828 John Keniston, Campton
resigned
"
June 9, 1829.
July 1, 1829 Nathan Balter, Campton
promoted.
"
June 22, 1882 0Jiyer Flnndera, Plymouth
promoted.
"
promoted.
Jan. 6, 1888 Leonard I. Cox
"
June 27, 1886 Fred'k W. A. Robie, Plymouth
resigned
"
Nov. 29, 1886.
Jan. 16, 1887 George W. Durgin, Thornton
promoted.
"
promoted.
June27, 1889 John Prescott
n
July 2, 1841 JIUilea P. Pattee, Thornton
promot.ecL

"

"
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Juno 21, 1848 Robert B. Tucker, Thornton, lieut.-colonet promoted.
Aug. 31, 1849 Sherburne R. Merrill, Woodstock
"
resigned June
18, 1856.
June20, 1818 Walter Blair, Holderness, major, promoted.
11 22, 1819 John Palmer
"
promoted.
Nov. 5, 1819 Moody Cook, Campton
"
promoted.
.May 19, 1820 Benjamiu Haynes
"
declined.
Dec. 8, 1820 Samuel Nutc, Woodstock
"
resigned Sept. 18,
1824.
" 10, 1824 Benjamin Edmonda, Plymouth, major, promoted.
June 18, 1825 Ruaaell Cox, Holdernees
" declined.
" declined.
Dec. 2, 1825 John Cook, Campton
Junc30, 1826 John Keniston, Campton
" promoted.
Aug. 6, 1828 Jacob B. Demeritt, Woodstock " resigb.ed June 9,
1829.
July 1, 1829 Oliver Flanders, Plymouth
" promoted.
June22, 1882 Leonanl I. Cox
" promoted.
Jan. 6, 1883 Samuel Avery, Rumney
" resigned April16,
1888.
June27, 1833 Jeremiah P. Hadley, Holdernees " decllned.
July 5, 1834 George L. Shepard, Holdernees " declined.
June27, 1885 Elijah Mitchell, Thornton
" promoted.
" 6, 1837 John Prescott
" promoted.
" 27, 1839 James P. Pattee, Thornton
" promoted.
11
promoted.
July 2, 1841 Jesse Ladd, Holderness
11
" 1, 1843 Daniel Smith, Holderness
resigned June 8,
1846.
" promoted.
" 6, 1846 Robert B. Tucker, Thornton
Ang. 6, 1848 Sherburne R. Merrill, Woodstock " promoted.
" 31, 1849 Benjamin T. Caas, Plymouth
"

Among the adjutants of the fourteenth regiment are found the
names of several residents of Plymouth, whose commissions were
dated as follows: William D. McQuesten, Dec. 18, 1820; Ben·
jamin Edmonda, April 8, 1822, Peter Harvey, Sept. .9, 1829;
William H. Blair of Campton, April 6, 1830; Arthur Ward,
March 18, 1833; John P. Rogers, April 14, 1841, and Cyrus
Keniston, 1846.
Benjamin Edmonds, 1820, William W. Russell, 1822, David 0.
Webster, 1826, Peter Flanders, 1834, and Samuel 0. Webster,

1888, were paymasters. Dr. Jonathan Robbins, Dr. John Bailey
of Plymouth, and Dr. Samuel Wright of Holderness were surgeons of the regiment, and among the chaplains were Rev. George
Puncbard and Rev. William R. Jewett. Prominent among the
musicians of the militia were :Moses Hull, drum major, and David
:Merrill, fife major.
From 1784 to 1816 a complete list of the officers of the first
or Plymouth company of the fourteenth regiment cannot be
given. It is known that during this period the captains were:
Benjamin Goold, Joshua Thornton, Josiah Brown, Stephen Wells,
William Webster, Samuel Wella, Jotham Cwnmings, Jr., Moees
George, Nathan Harris, Francia Worcester, Joseph Weld, Leonard
Cummings, Ephraim Cook, and probably a very few others. It
is reasonable to 888UIIle that some of the following lieutenants
were promoted: John Farnum, David Eaton, Sargent Bartlett,
Noah Oumminga, Joseph F. Cummings.
From 1816 to 1851 the line officers were:O.utiDII.

1816
1821
1826
1821
18lM)
1888
1886
1839
1840

1848
-1846
1846
1849
1862

1817
BenJamin Darline.
1821
John Adama, Jr.
1828
0Yid Dearboro.
1826
Oliver l!'landen.
1827
Daniel PUlabD17.
1829
'B. W. A. Robie.
Roawell B. Emenoo. 1829
Joaepla B. Rowe.
1881
Jonathan Ferrin.
1883
John C. Hoy&.
1836
Juoo C. Draper.
Be.U. T. Cau.
1840
Daolel C. Wheeler.
Oliver H. P. Cralp. 1843
1846
1847
1849
1861

~-

Georp W. Webater.:
Walker BuaweiL
Ovid Dearbom.
Samuel llalnea.
WOllam GiU.
Enoa Shattuck.
Jededlah C. WoodbU1'1.
F. W. A. Roble.
Roawell B. Emenoo.
Joaepb B. Rowe.
Jonu 'Brauch.
John Blake.
Juoo C. J>raper.
Cbarln L. SteYeoa.
Daniel C. Wheeler.
William T. Cui.
OIIYer H. P. Cralse.

1816
1817
1819
18'll
1828
1826
1827
1828
11128

1881
1888
1839
1840

1848
1846
1846
1847
1849
1861

·-··

Geo. W. Webater.
Edmond..
John Adama, Jr.
Ovid Dearbom.
Samuel Haloea.
Ollnr Flaoden.
Daniel Pilllburr.
Euoa Shattuck.
Jededlab C. Woodburr.
Roawell B. Emenoo.
Joaeph B. Rowe.
John Blake.
Cbarlea Haz.·ICOD.
Cbarlea I.. 8LeYeoa.
William C. !lobar&.
Daniel C. Wheeler.
William T. Cue.
Oliver H. P. Cralp.
Timothy E. Bayley.

ne.v.

Connected with the regiment for several years was a company
9f cavalry and at times a company of artillery. Peter Hobart of
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Plymouth was the captain of the company of cavalry in 1814, and
Chase W. Calley was a lieutenant in the company of artillery in
1851.
NEw HAKPSHIB.l!l NATIONAL GuABD.
In the political campaign of 1884 there were two companies in
Plymouth of one hundred men each, - the " Plymouth Republican Cadets " and the " Cleveland Cadets." Through them an
interest in military drill was aroused which led to the formation
here of a company of the New Hampshire National Guard.
The requisite seventy-five signatures to a petition having been
obtained, and an armory secured on the third 1loor of Tufts Block,
the present Odd Fellows Hall, the necessary authority was given
by the adjutant-general of the State, and fifty-eight men, the legal
maximum, were enlisted, who signed the enlistment book and
took the onth in the order named below: 1. Henry 8. Arris.
2. Wm. J. Edmunds.
8. Epea J. Calley.
4. George H. Bowles.
5. Alonzo Eastman.
6. J. Frnnk Edgerly.
7. William M. Peppard.
8. Harry Mason.
9. Chns. M. Pierce.
10. Wm. R. Garland •.
11. Etson R. Mitchell.
12. Cbas. R. Dame.
18. Erastus B. Dearborn.
14. F,dwin J. Dnvls.
15. Elwyn ::&1. Wheeler.
16. F.Atric 0. Smith.
17. Geo. H. Colby.
18. Nahum W. ToRs.
19. Henry II. Lougee.
20. Fred S. Rowe.
21. Frnnk E. Smith.
22. Burt T. Rogers.

23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
80.
81.
32.
33.
84.

35.
86.

87.
88.
39.
4.0.
4.1.
42.
4.8.

«.

Simeon D. Eastman.
John Ferrin.
Edward W. White.
Ira P. Brown.
Joshua W. Smith.
Brewster G. Coburn.
Albert E. Tomkinson.
Charles V. Tomkinson.
Aaron A. Eastman.
Azro G. Pebbles.
John C. Berry.
Commodore W. Cl11rord.
Michael O'Shea.
Wilbur F. Currier.
Frederick Miller, Jr.
Geo. N. Elliott.
Miron J. Hazeltine.
Leroy A. Sawyer.
Hiram C. Philbrick, Jr.
Everett Fellows.
John T. McDole.
Wm. R. Davia.
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46. Edwin R. Calley.
Geo. C. Bayley.
~1. JohnS. Muon.

~6.
~8.

~9.

K,rroo T. Preuey.

Wm. F. Adama.
50. Frederick W. Miller.
61. Geo. W. Miller.

62.
68.
M.
65.
66.
67.
68.

J. Frank Dubois.
Wm. C. Hobart.
WiUard Miller, Jr.
Wm. H. H. Buzzell.
Jeff D. Penier.
Albert E. Smith.
Benj. F. 8&. Clair.

The company was organized April 25, 1885, the day of its first
meeting for the nomination of officers; and the commissions of the
following officers who were then selected bore the above date: Captain, George H. Colby.
Fira~ Lieutenant, J. Frank Edgerly.
Seoond Lieutenant, Eraawa B. Dearborn.

Lieutenant Edgerly resigned May 8, 1886, and on May 6, 1886,
these promotions occurred: Second Lieutenant Erastus B. Dearhom to be first lieutenant, W:e Edgerly resigned; First Sergeant
Henry 8. Arria to be second lieutenant, W:e Dearbom promoted.
There were no further changes among the officers.
The company was locally known as the " Russell RUles," but
its official designation was" Co. E, 8rd Infantry," like that of the
company disbanded at Concord, which it succeeded, and with whose
arms, equipments, and uniforms it was supplied by the State. The
arms were the Springfield, breech-loading rifle, calibre .45, with
angular bayonet; the equipments were the old pattem cartridgebox and belt, bayonet-scabbard and knapsack; and the uniforms
consisted of a dark blue " claw-hammer " d1'088 coat, light blue
trousers, a stitf d1'088 hat with a pompon, and the familiar army
blue overcoat. The officers' uniform was the same as that of the
regular army.
Company E paraded on the day of General Grant's funeral in
August, 1885; it was present with reasonably full ranks at the
June encampments on the State Camp Ground at Concord. Its
armory inspections were commended; and although it had no
suitable rifle range, it improvised one of 200 yards on the Grafton
Oounty Fair Ground, where aome fair aoores were made. Its drills
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were much more frequent than the State law required, and proficiency in this department was encouraged by the people of Plymouth, who offered a handsome gold medal, termed the" Citizens
Medal," which was open to competition by all the enlisted men.
of the company at each annual inspection, and was awarded to that.
soldier whom a board of competent judges should decide was the
most proficient in the "School of the Soldier." This medal was
won in 1886 by First Sergeant Henry 8. Arris, in 1887 by Corporal Charles V. Tomkinson, in 1888, by Sergt. Charles V. Tompkinson, in 1889 by Corporal Frank E. Smith; in 1890 there was
no competition for it.
The men of Company E, like soldiers everywhere, enjoyed giving play to their social natures. Their balls and assemblies were
numerously attended, decorously conducted, and are still pleasantly
remembered.
The two most notable incidents in the life of Company E were
thus presented in the report of the adjutant-general of New
Hampshire for 1889: In the latter part of September last there was considerable unt>aslnees
among the citizens of the northern part of the State, in the vicinity of
West Stewartstown, reganling the movements of parties of Italian labOr-·
ere who had been engaged in the construction of a railroad just acroes
the line in Canada, and who, having been defrauded of their pay by an
absconding contractor, had destroyed some property, and after having
come in collision with the local Canadian miliLla, were drifting toward
our bonter, and it was feared might, in their desperate state, oommit
some depredations upon the property of the citizens. Upon receipt of
telegram from Hon. A. S. Batchellor, of Littleton, of the ExecuUve
Council, explaining the situation, the captains of Companies C, E, and·
H, Third Regiment, were directed to quietly have their commands well
in hand, prepared to move at onoe in case they should be needed. Ball
ammunition was supplied and blankets, etc., were ready to be Issued,
but fortunately the services of the military were not required. Each of
the companies named responded at once, and so quietly was the matter
managed that the general public was not aware that such precautionary
orders hRd been given until the excitement in Coos county was entirely
over. The officers and men were not only ready and willing to move
promptly to the frontier, but were rather disappointed that they eould
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aot abow to the people of the State that they were ready for " active
Hrvice."
The oentennlal of the Inauguration of George W aebington u President of the United Statel wu celebrated in the city of New York
April 29, 80, and May 1, and wu attended by the Governor and Com·
mander-in-Chief and Staff, the Honorable Council, tlae State Centennial
Commiesionera, the Secretary of State, State Treasurer, and other prominent oltizens. In the military parade, April SO, the three regiments of
infantry paraded u a brigade, about one thousand strong, under the
oommand of Brig.-Gen. D. M. White, and the Amoekeag Veterans under
oommand of Major E. F. Trow, with seventy men, were the special
eeoort of the Governor. Much credit is due the officers and men who
participated in the parade, u the trip to New York wu entirely a private
enterprise, there being no State appropriation from which the expenaea,
or any part of them, could be paid.
•

In the spring of 1890 the term of service of the original members
of Company E expired, and it being impracticable to recruit the
company to the minimum required by law, thirty-four men were
disbanded Yay 8, 1890.
RBoaUITS 01' CoKPABT

E,

THIRD RBGIKENT, PI.TJIOUTU.

1885-1890.
Orlando J. Hanson.
Willie H. Hill.
Thoe. E. Carr.
Frank L. Shaw.
Eldin H. Lougee.
Fred Burtt.
Harry 8. Heath.
George H. Morrison.
John R. Stevena.
Billy E. Rogers.
F. M. Sawyer.
Frank E. Hanson.

Charles T. Merrill.
James Bragan.
C. B. Berry.
B. A. Berry.
H. B. Greenleaf.
John Heath.
Olin C. Miles.
Wm. J. F..dmond1.
George F. Adame.
H . J. Rogers.
Almon C. Downing.

Stuart G. Tilton.
Etson R. Mitchell.
Orlando Hanson.
. Freeman A. Dowing.
Albert L. W akefteld.
Tbad L. Elliott.
Frank Littlefteld.
Chaa. S. Fisher.
Leonard T. P. Colby.
John S. Mason.
Edgar L. Hill.

Nox-CoKKisBionn 01'J're&u.
1885-1890.
HenryS. Arria, ftrat sergeant, May 28, 1885.
Epes J. Calley, second sergeant, May 28, 1885.
Wm. J. Edmonds, third aergeant, May 28, 1885.

-
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Joebua W. Smith, fourth sergeant, May 28, 1885.
William M. Peppard, fifth sergeant, May 28, 1885.
Chaa. M. Pierce, corporal, May 26, 1885 ;
aergPant, June 14, 1886.
Harry :&~aeon, corporal, May 28, 1885.
Albert E. 'l'omkinaon, corporal, May 28, 1885.
Edwin J. Davia, sergeant, June 14, 1886.
Willimm C. Hobart, sergeant, June 14, 1886.
)~ric 0. Smith, corporal, May 28, 1886.
Chmrlea V. Tomkinson, corporal, June 14, 1886;
sergeant, May 25, 1887.
)liron W. Hazeltine, corporal, June 14:, 1886;
sergeant, May 25, 1887.
Willie H. HllJ, corporal, June 14:, 1886.
Fmnk E. Smith, corporal, May 25, 1887.
Brewster G. Coburn, corporal, May 25, 1887.
Everett Fellows, corporal, May 25, 1887.
Etaon R. Mitchell, corporal, May 25, 1887.

Since 1890 a company organization has not been maintained
in this town. Deferring the service of Plymouth men in the war
with Spain to a later paragraph, three citizens of Plymouth have
been officers in the National Guard.
Frank W. Russell was commissioned a captain and an aid on
the staff of General White, :May 28, 1884:; major and assistant
inspector-general, Dec. 11, 1885; resigned May 20, 1889; ftrat
lieutenant Company G, April 27, 1898; captain, May 3, 1898;
major of First New Hampshire Regiment Volunteers, July 2,
1898, and major of Third Regiment National Guard. Upon the
reorganization of three into two regiments, he was commissioned
major of the second regiment, :March 7, 1899. At the expiration
of his commission in 1904: he declined continued service.
Robert Bums was commissioned assistant surgeon of the third
regiment, May 27, 1889; major and surgeon, May 28, 1894:.
George H. Colby commissioned captain Company G, third regi·
, ment, Nov. 24:, 1890, discharged Nov. 24:, 1890; captain and
paymnster of third regiment, May 28, 1894:; captain and pay·
maater of second regiment, March 7, 1899; died Feb. 5, 1903.
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T1m W.u WITH SPAIN.- The call of President McKinley for
125,000 men to serve two years was issued April 231 1898. The
quota of New Hampshire was one regiment of twelve companies,
each of not less than eighty-one or more than eighty-four officers
and men. Col Robert H. Rolfe, the senior colonel, was eelected
to command the regiment of volunteers. To the eight companies
of the third regiment were joined two companies from the first
regiment and two from the second; each company was recruited
to the required standard. This regiment, comprising 1009 officers
and men, was designated the First Regiment New Hampshire
Volunteer Infantry and left the State, May 17, 1898. On the
second call of the President for 75,000 men the quota of this State
was 318. The number was enlisted and ordered into service as
recruits to the New Hampshire Regiment. Returning, the regiment arrived in Concord, Sept. 8, 1898, and October 18 was mustered out of the service of the United States.
While in the service, Capt. Frank W. Russell was promoted
to major of the First Regiment New Hampshire Volunteers,
June 20, 1898. He was mustered out of the service of the United
States, Oct. 31, 1898, retaining his commission in the State service
as major of the third regiment.
Robert Burns, with rank of major, was the surgeon of the regiment. He resigned Oct. 11 1 1898, retaining a commission of the
same rank in the State service. George H. Colby was first lieutenant and quartermaster in the service of the United States from
May 7 until the regiment was discharged, retaining his commission
as captain and paymaster in the State service.
William Wallace Russell, quartermaster sergeant of Company
K, First ~ment New Hampshire Volunteers, was promoted,
July 14, to sergeant-major of the regiment, and September 23 was
commissioned second lieutenant; discharged Oct. 81, 1898.
Walter Hall Russell, then aged sixteen years, was the trumpeter
of Company K while the regiment was in the service of the
United States. He was mustered May 7 and discharged Oct. 31,
1898.
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In Company H were John Z. Goodwin and Anthony K. Hanson.
They were mustered May 11 and discharged Oct. 31, 1898.
Six other men of Plymouth served in Company K. They were
mustered :Mny '1 and discharged Oct. 31, 1898. They were Alvah
C. Cousins, artificer, Alvin P. Burleigh, George A. Corliss, Harry
F. Dearborn, Perley F. :Morton, William A. Scales. Arthur Gault
served in Company C.
Since tho war, Horatio B. Comstock and Gilroy N. Comstock,
Company J{, formerly of Rumney, and Harry E. Palmer, Com·
pany C, formerly of Concord, have removed to Plymouth.
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XXXIL THE CIVIL WAR.

S

UMTER fell. The tidings with momentous warning and
prophecy were swiftly bome to the remotest hamlet of the
land. Everywhere, north and south, the act was regarded as a
proclamation of war. Instantly every man of the northem and
many of the border states, with one mind and a common resolve,
were pledged to the defence of the govemment and the preservation of the union of the states. The exceptions in the attitude of
the men of the north were few and now happily forgotten. During
a war of four years the record and the sacrifice of the people of
Plymouth were the fullest expressions of patriotism and of loyalty
to the govemment of the United States. The record of the valor
of the eons, the loyal attitude of the town, and the anxious vigils of
the mothers, wives, and daughters of Plymouth, after the lapse
of forty years, are not obscured, hut the vivid story of loyally and
sacrifice should be told by "one to the manner born." No one
not a resident of a community during the Civil War can properly
fill the picture with the symbols of heroism or present in vivid
colors the story of sacrifice.
The Register of the New Hampshire Soldiers and Sailors in the
War of the Rebellion is a peerless exhibit of the service of a State,
and there are commendable histories of all the New Hampshire
regiments of infantry except three. These are easily aooeasible to
all. This chapter will be the narrative of the patriotism of a
town with little trespass upon the domain of State or regimental
history._ There were few in some and more in others, but Plymouth was represented by her eons in every military organization
raised and sent forward by the State, and from the beginning to
the end of the war her patriotism was unfailing.

-------- - - - - - -
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April 15, 1861, President Lincoln iBSUed a proclamation calling
for seventy-five thousand men to serve three months. The same
day Governor Goodwin received a requisition for one regiment.
Immediately recruiting was begun in the cities and towns of this
State, and two thousand men were quickly enlisted. John H.
Thompson of Holderness was the recruiting officer for the towns
in this vicinity. From this number of volunteers the First New
Hampshire Regiment was organized, and the remainder either reenlisted, on a later call, for three years, or remained in the service
of the State at Portsmouth. Among the two thousand volunteers
were eight men who were natives or residents at some time of this
town. In the first regiment were Addison W. Heath and. Leroy
S. Heath, who were hom in Plymouth and enlisted at Holderness,
and Oliver M. Sawyer, a native of this town, who enlisted at
Nashua. In Capt. Joshua Chapman's company in the State service
at Portsmouth and Concord were Oscar F. Merrill and Theodore
V. Nutting, natives of Plymouth, Moses G. Tucker, William lL
Sargent, and Robert W. Haney, who have been residents of this
town. Captain Chapman's company was transferred from Portsmouth to Concord to guard the property of the State, which was
left unprotected at the departure of the first regiment. The company was discharged June 10, 1861, and was paid by the State.
The first regiment was discharged Aug. 9, 1861. All of these eight
volunteers re-enlisted for three years, and in subsequent paragraphs
will be credited with continued service.
In response to the call of the President for men to serve three
•
years, New Hampshire, in the summer and autumn of 1861, raised
seven regiments of infantry, one light battery, and a battalion of
four companies of cavalry. The organization of the second regi· ·
ment was promptly completed and left Portsmouth for Washington,
June 20, 1861. Three men who at some time have been residents
of Plymouth served in this famous regiment. They were Darius
K. Bean, who enlisted at Plymouth, and John Chandler and
William Alexander, who enlisted at Campton.
Upon the rolls of the third regiment are found the names of one
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native and one resident of Plymouth. As& P. French, who enlisted
at Effingham, was hom in this town, and Converse D. McDonald,
a native of Maine, enlisted in this town and lived here nearly forty
years. In 1861S Thomas Smith, a recruit who served on the quota
of Plymouth, was assigned to this regiment.
In the fourth regiment there were twelve volunteers who have
lived in this town, and of these five were hom here; they were
George W. Farnum, Luther C. Libby, Nathaniel P. Rogers, Ralph
W. Straw, and Frank J. Thurston. Other soldiers in the fourth
regiment who enlisted or have resided here are Moses G. Tucker,
William H. H. Young, Dana Fifield, Addison A. Parker, Rufus
Blake, Cornelius Boyle, Alfred-T. Hardy. In 1863 Miehnel Foley,
a recruit who served on the quota of Plymouth, was assigned to
the fourth regiment. In December, 1864, Dr. Tristram Rogers
was appointed assistant surgeon of this regiment and declined the
appointment.
In the gallant fifth regiment there were three natives of this
town and eight who have resided here. Addison W. Heath, Leroy
S. Heath, and Charles A. Lovejoy were bom in Plymouth. The
Heath brothers served on the quota of Holderness, and Lovejoy on
the quota of this town. Russell F. Fox, a native of Campton,
George W. Smith, a native of Bath, and Charles E. Sanborn, a
native of Sanbornton, enlisted here, and at their request were
credited to this town. Greenleaf R. Cummings, Thomas Bruce,
Henry H. Lougee, George W. :Merrill, and William J. Sanborn
enlisted in other places, but subsequently lived in Plymouth.
In every narrative of the patriotic record of Plymouth in the
Civil War, the story of the battle-scarred sixth regiment will be
conspicuous. In this enumeration of the volunteers during the
first year of the war an account of the enlistments in this
regiment demands a more extended paragraph. The enlistments
in 1861 in the other military organizations included many of
the sons of Plymouth, but a majority of these were then living
and enlisted in other towns. The volunteers in this town who
were mustered into the sixth regiment were called from the farms,
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the stores, the industries, and the homes of Plymouth. The sacri·
:fice of war became the daily experience of many families. For this
regiment recruiting offices were established in Plymouth, Haver·
hill, Enfield, and Littleton in Grafton County, and in several other
places in the State.
Of the original volunteers in this regiment the following ten
were born and enlisted in this town: Edgar A. Adams, Arthur W.
Dutlcr, David Glynn, Warren C. Heath, Gilmore MeL Houston,
William L. Houston, George K. Mitchell, Theodore V. Nutting,
James S. Ryan, Daniel D. Straw. Four natives of Plymouth
enlisted in this regiment in other towns: George W. Craig, Wil·
Jinm II. Cummings, George W. Lovejoy, nnd Simeon ::M. Webber.
Eleven who were not natives of Plymouth were residents and
enlisted here. They were William Alexander, John Blake, Gus·
tavus R. Cilley, Capt. Joseph Clark, Henry G. Coffin, Amos P.
Foster, Charles E. Green, Calvin A. Lewis, Walter A. Merrill,
Carlos B. Seavey, and Alfred L. Smith. The following veterans of
the sixth, thirteen in number, have removed to Plymouth since the
war: Henry E. Chapman, Heber L. Chase, Capt. Oliver H. P.
Craig, William II. Farmer, Alonzo D. Muchmore, Curtis L.
Parker, William A. Russell, Albert Smith, Elijah L. Smith,
William H. Tupper, Hiram 0. Berry, Asa Richardson, and Seneca
Sargent.
In the seventh regiment was Anthony Cilley, who was bom in
Plymouth and served on the quota of Manchester. In the record
of another year will be found the names of :fifteen recruits who
were raised to satisfy in part the demands of the draft of 1863.
The eighth regiment left New Hampshire for the seat of war
in January, 1862. The men were enlisted in the autumn of 1861.
In this regiment were Leonard P. Benton, who was bom in Ply·
mouth and enlisted in Campton; William F. Hannaford, a native
of this town, who enlisted in Sanbomton; Samuel T. Hanscom,
who was bom and enlisted in Plymouth, and Cummings Priest,
who was bom and enlisted in Lisbon, but who has since resided
here.
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The First Regiment of New England Oavalry, sometimes called
the First Rhode Island, enjoys the distinction of being the first
regiment of cavalry raised in New England. The regiment was
composed of eight companies from Rhode Island and four com·
panies from New Hampshire. One company was mustered in
October and three in December. It was immediately after an
UDUSJl&l effort of Plymouth to furnish men for the regiments of
infantry, and there were only three men in the regiment of
cavalry whose names are found in Plymouth annals. They were
John L. Thompson, a native of this town, who was appointed a
lieutenant October 9, a captain Dec. 8, 1861, and major July 3,
lieutenant-colonel July 11, 1862. He resigned March 24:, 1864,
to assume command of the First New Hampshire Volunteer
Cavalry, and will be named in connection with a mention of that
regiment. Frank P. Elkins, a native of Andover, and for a few
years a resident of Plymouth, was discharged on account of
wounds, Oct. 3, 1868. The third man was Oscar F. lferrill, who
was bom in this town, and who re-enlisted and served in the New
Hampshire Cavalry until the close of the war.
William H. Marshall, who lived in Plymouth from 1872 to 1885,
served three years, enlisting in Dunbarton in the First Regiment
United States Volunteer Sharpshooters.
In 1862 New Hampshire raised six regiments for the term of
three years, - the ninth to fourteenth, inclusive, - and two regi·
ments, the fifteenth and sixteenth, for the term of nine months. It
was a momentous year in Plymouth ; repeated calls, revision of
the quotas, and enlistments were the order of the day. In 1861
the town authorized the selectmen to provide for the support of the
families of indigent soldiers, and aided by the bounty of the
State, considerable sums were expended for this purpose during
the war. In August, 1862, the town voted: That the town pay the sum of two hundred dollars to each volunteer
for three years or the war, who shall be a resident of this town when
he enlists, and shall enlist In this town and shall enlist after this data
and prior to September 1, 1862. The number of such volunteers not to
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exceed the quota which this town is required to furnish under the last
call of the Federal Government for 800,000 volunteers ; said anm to be
paid ·to each volunteer when he is accepted and mustered into the United
States service.
During the earlier proceedings of 1861 but little attention was
paid to the quotas of towns. In 1862 an official schedule was
made and announced by Governor Berry in a proclamation dated
Aug. 28, 1862, declaring that under all the calls of the president
the quota of the State was 15,452 three years' men and 5140 nine
months' men. Then follows the quota of each town in the Stato.
The quota of Plymouth was sixty-one three years' men and twenty
nine months' men, but the number credited on account of previous
enlistments was not stated.
A number of volunteers who enlisted in 1862 were assigned to
the sixth regiment. Among these were five who, at the time of
enlistment, were residents of this town. They were Francis R.
Corliss, Charles H. Luther, Walter R. Merrill, Luther Farmer,
and Isaac F. McCarter.
In the organization of the ninth regiment no person then residing
in this town was enlisted, but two who subsequently lived here are
upon the rolls of this reliable regiment. They are Charles A.
Sanborn nnd Gustine M. Wescott. Additional record of these
and many other volunteers is given in the individual record at the
close of this chapter.
In the tenth regiment was Michael O'Sullivan, who enlisted on
the quota of Plymouth in 1862.
In the eleventh regiment, George W. Worthen was the only
volunteer who was born in Plymouth. He enlisted on the quota
of Concord. In the same regiment were George T. Ordway, who
subsequently resided in this town, Robert W. Haney, who is named
in the record of 1861, and Peter Clairmont, who was credited ou
the quota of Plymouth in 1864.
In the gallant twelfth regiment were twenty-seven men who
merit recognition in this connection. Of these, three were born
here and enlisted on the quota of Plymouth. They were George
YOL.L-31
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H. Oumritings, Henry R. Harvey, and ·Richard G. Stearns. There
were five who were born in Plymouth and served on the quota
of some other town, as follows: Danford Cook, Samuel W. George,
James 0. Nelson, Hiram 0. Philbrick, and William B. Welch.
Those who were born elsewhere and served on the quota of
Plymouth were Joseph 0. Bixby, Cephas R. Crawford, Galen
Eastman, Pliny R. Gilman, Andrew J. Huntoon, Abner 0. Jones,
George E. Worthen. The veterans of the twelfth who have
resided in this town since the war are Martin B. Avery, Nathaniel
Cayes, Newell Davidson, Samuel Ellsworth, Arthur L Kimball,
Ambrose H. Mudgett, Sylvester Swett, Jeremiah Jenness, George
K. Hutchins, Charles H. Jenness, Calvin :M. Andrews, and Joeeph
E. Dalton.
In the rolls of the thirteenth regiment appear five names
familiar in the annals of this town. They are Manson S. Brown,
who served on the quota of Campton and has resided in Plymouth
since 1865 ; William M. Sargent, a native of Thornton, who
served previously in Capt. Joshua Chapman's company in 1861,
and who lived in this town about twenty years ago; Oliver :M.
Sawyer, a ·native of Plymouth, who also served in the first regiment;
Daniel J. Spinney, who was bom in Plymouth, enlisted at Portamouth, and Woster E. Woodbury, a native of Campton, who subsequently lived in Plymouth several years.
In the fourteenth regiment were nine men of Plymouth connection. Timothy E. Bayley and James Otis Ward were bom here;
the former enlisted on the quota of Plymouth and the latter on the
quota of Campton. Joel Barrett, Artemas W. Merrill, Lewis
Mitchell, John Moran, and John A. Preston served on the quota
of Plymouth. James H. Haines and Walter H. Sargent lived in
Plymouth after the war. Mr. Haines was a Methodist minister.
While these regiments were being recruited, the organization
of the fifteenth, a nine months' regiment, was begun. A recruiting
office was established in Plymouth, and when the question of bonnty
was raised it was held that the former offer of the town did not
apply to the volunteers to this regiment. Under the laws of the
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State a town meeting could not be held without a notice of fourteen days~ To expedite the enlistment of men, the citizens of
Plymouth met, August 29, in an informal meeting, with Washinct<>n George chairman and Henry H. MeQuesten secretary. At
this meeting, after a free and animated discussion, Dr. Cyrus K.
Kelley presented the following resolution: Resolved that we, the voters of the town ot Plymouth, hereby agree
that at the town meeting called by the selectmen of said town to be held
on the twelfth day of September next, we will vote to raise and pay to
the volunteers from this town for the term of nine months, who shall
be ncccpted on the town's quota of the three hundred thousand of men
now ordered to be raised for that service, each the sum or two hundred
doiws.
At the town meeting which followed, the action of the informal
meeting was confirmed by a similar vote, and a bounty of two hundred and fifty dollars was offered the men who enlisted on the quota
of the town for the term of three years. In the meantime nineteen
men volunteered in the fifteenth regiment. Of these Alvin· B~
leigh, Cyrus R. Corliss, Walter B. Famllm, Frank H. Geo.rge,
Frank C. Green, Rockwood G. Merrill, Justus B. Penniman w~.
natives and served on the quota of Plymouth. Joseph B. Nelson
wns born in Plymouth and served on the quota of Hebron.
'l'homns G. Ames, CoL Henry W. Blair, John A. Drake, Simeon
C. Eastman, Capt. John W. Ela, Edward E. Ferrin, George K.
Jewell, Andrew J. Morgan, Edward J. :Morgan, and Henry
Webster were not born in Plymouth, but were residents in 1869
and enlisted on the quota of this town. Joseph C. Blair, who
enlisted at Campton, subsequently lived in Plymouth.
Frederick W. Ballou, who lived in this town from 1875 to 1883,
served in the sixteenth regiment on the quota of Franklin.
Plymouth was not represented among the volunteers to the
seventeenth regiment. The organization was not completed, and
the regiment did not leave the State.
The year of 1863 was the most grievous period of the war.
The call for volunteers was continued, and the number of men of
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military age was greatly depleted by previous enlistments. A
draft was ordered, and enrolling officers were appointed. Joseph
0. Fifield made the enrolment of this town, and his report is
preserved: Fmaor CLMe, 18 to 86 years of age: William H. Adams, Amasa W.
Avery, Cyrus J. Anderson, Charles W. Adams, Andrew J. C. Barnard,
James R. Bill, Harriaon G. 0. Burrows, Desevignla S. Burubam, Sylvester W. Burleigh, Charles H. Bowles, John W. Butler, George 0.
Boynton, Andrew J. Blake, Joseph S. Blodgett, Alonzo K. Bruce, Joseph
M. Burrows, John L. Baker, John P. Blodgett, Charles R. Clark, John
C. Clark, Edward Coffey, Moses C. Corliss, Charles H. Clifford, Calvin
Clark, Harrison M. Cochran, Henry C. Carrier, Solon Currier, Charles
F. Chamberlain, Moaea R. Chase, Frank Chase, Thomas Jc'. Clark, George
Clark, Charles W. Cummings, Dudley L. Clark, Thomas B. Cultra, Charles
H. Cummings, Joseph C. Cayes, Charles F. Chandler, George A. Draper,
Wilber F. Doton, Alvah M. Draper, Cyrus P. Eaton, Nathaniel Eastman,
'Benjamin F. Ellla, Plummer Fox, Oliver H. Fifield, Hiram B. Faruum,
Aaa P. French, Quincy French, Rufus Foster, Charles M. Fellows, Charles
G. Green, Nelson Graves, Edgar H. Gove, Thomas F. Glynn, Jabe& L.
Greenleaf, Henry S. George, Frederick E. C. Green, Henry A. Hazen,
Elliott D. Hall, Henry C. Homana, Andrew J. Hall, Ira Jenkins, Joseph
Jones, Charles G. James, Calvin A.. Lewla, George W. Little, Joho
G. Langdon, John Larkin, Ralph M. Merrill, Henry H. McQuesten,
John Mason, David P. Moses, John H. Melvin, Charles Morae, Martin
Merrill, John Morrison, Ethan A. Moulton, Samuel Milligan, Samuel
E. Merrill, John M. Merrill, Cyms W. Nelson, Thomas E. Nuu.ing,
Frederick E. C. Nichols, Charles D. Penniman, James A.. Penniman,
David Pieroe, Andrew J. Pervier, William W. Ruaaell, Jr., Harvey Jf.
Rogers, Gardner F. Rogers, Jnmes L. Rogers, Thomas Robie, Sllaa M.
Spencer, Silaa C. Stetson, Chauncey :rd. Stetson, Isaac D. S&aff'ord,
Charles E. Sanboru, Orlando M.G. Seavey, Charles G. Smith, Allen B.
Stetson, Joseph N. Smith, Alonso Stevena, Charles H. Spencer, Edward
11. Stetson, Charles E. Steurns, George H. Bellingham, Owen E. Sullinn,
Alfred M. Smith, JohnS. Tufta, Mellen E. Wight, ChArles M. Wbiu.ier,
Charles H. Wilkinson, George H. Wilkinson, Simeon Walker, Jobo W.
Wardwell, David Webster, James H. Wilkinson, Hiram Wes&cott, Edward
D. Wood, Otis Young, Alonzo V. York.
S&OOMD Cu.aa, 86 to 46 years of age: Oliver Avery, Thomas B.
Adams, Walter D. Blaisdell, Willlam P. Blake, John Blake, Samuel
Binford, Hiram Clart, Chase W. Calley, Joseph Clark, Daniel B.
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Currier, James Currier, Jonathan B. Clay, Thomas P. Clill'ord, Nathaniel
F. Draper, William A. Draper, Ira S. Emerson, Joseph C. Fifield, Daniel
B. Flanders, l..evi S. Gordon, Charles M. Green, Benjamin F. Gale, Benjamin F. Gould, Charles M. Gilrord, Seth Glover, Jr., William G. Hull,
George H. Harris, Iliram Harriman, William Harriman, Ralph :rd. Holmes,
Cyrus K. ICelley, Cyrus Keniston, Mark L. Lawrence, Ezekiel E. Merrill,
Gilman Marsh, Harrison B. Marden, Alvah Merrill, Benjamin P. Merrill,
Converse D. l\lcDonald, Augustus A. O~~good, Sherburn Pearson, Samuel
H. Palmer, Alba J. l'ebbles, Albert Pope, Ransom M. Rowell, Charles
Rogers, 2d, William H. Reed, Thomas Shute, Charles F. Stafford, John
Whiteman, John H. Wilkinson.

The draft was made at the headquarters of the provost marshal
at West Lebanon, Sept. 15, 1863. One hundred and twenty-three
names, being the whole of the first class, were placed in the box,
from which thirty-seven names were drawn. In Plymouth the
fortune of the draft was awaited with anxious apprehension.
' drawn in the following order:
The men who were drafted were
Charles II. Spencer, Joseph C. Cayes, Hiram Wescott, Charles
II. Cummings, Thomas F. Clark, Owen E. Sullivan, Edward D.
Wood, Thomas Robie, Henry C. Homans, Ethan A. Moulton,
Edward M. Stetson, Charles E. Stearns, Samuel Milligan, Thomas
D. Cultra, George Clark, Cyrus J. Anderson, Benjamin F. Ellis,
Dudley L. Clnrk, Frederick E. C. Green, Charles M. Fellows,
Charles W. Cummings, Alfred M. Smith, Frederick E. C. Nichols,
·Charles F. Chandler, James L. Rogers, Joseph M. Burrows, John
L. Baker, Henry S. George, Charles G. James, Samuel E. Merrill,
John Larkin, Andrew J. Hall, Alonzo K. Bruce, Charles W. ·
Adams, John M. :Merrill, J abez L. Greenleaf, George H.
Sellingham.
In anticipation of the draft, the town in August voted to pay
each drafted man who passed examination, or his substitute, a
bounty of three hundred dollars.
The number of men who were mustered into the service and
credited on the quota of Plymouth in 1863 was twenty-four, and
one mnn who subsequently was a resident of this town enlisted on
the quota of Thornton.
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Two companies of heavy artillery were raised in the spring and
summer of this year. Subseqnently they constituted a part of the
First Regiment Heavy Artillery, and will be named in the record
of another year. Henry ll. Tucker, who has resided in this town,
enlisted in the :first company on the quota of Thornton, and John
L Baker enlisted in the second company on the qnota of Plymouth.
James Dailey, who had received an honorable discharge from the
Sixty-ninth Pennsylvania Infantry, enlisted in the Veteran Reserve
Corps, and was credited to the quota of this town. He was discharged Aug. 14, 1865.
To fill the quota of Plymouth the following twenty-two recruits
"were mustered into the service. They were credited on the quota
of this town, but none were residents. Michael Foley was assigned
to the fourth regiment; Philip Brown, George McDonald, John
Mitchell, and William State to the sixth; Joseph Davis and Cammel
Goodna~ to the ninth; and to the seventh regiment were assigned
:fifteen men, the :first nine being substitutes for men drafted in
this town,- Henry Smith, John Smith, Francis Gilbert, John
Harrison, Charles Marion, John Mcintire, Andrew J. Perrier,
Auguste Proben, Harrison Potter, James Smith, Charles Watson,
John White, Frederick Diedrich, George Horsman, and George

Logue.
Late in 1863 and early in 1864 many of the soldiers in the
New Hampshire regiments who had enlisted in 1861 for the term
of three years re-enlisted for the war. To each of the men credited
to the quota of Plymouth the town paid a bounty of three hundred
dollars:Alt'red T. Hardy, Fourth, Re-enlisted-credit Haverhill.
Addison A. Parker, Fourth, Re-enlisted- no credit.
Moees G. Tucker, Fourth, Re-enlisted.
Wm. H. H. Young, Fourth, Re-enlisted.
Leroy S. Heath, Fit\h, Re-enlisted.
George W. Smith, Fifth, Re-enlisted.
David Glynn, Sixth, Re-enlisted.
Albert Smith, Sixth, Re-enlisted- Rumney.
Leonard P. Benton, Eighth, Re-enliskMJ.
William F. Hannaford, Eighth, Re-enlisted.

--
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In 1864 four veterans qualified by an honorable discharge from
prior service enlisted on the quota of Plymouth into the Veteran
Reserve Corps. They were Darius K. Bean of the second regiment,
Henry G. Coffin and Calvin A. Lewis of the sixth regiment, and
Gustine M. Wcscott of the ninth regiment.
In February, 1864, the four New Hampshire companies were
detached from the First New England Volunteer Cavalry and
ordered to Concord to constitute a part of a full regiment of
. cavalry. The First New Hampshire Regiment Volunteer Cavalry
was promptly recruited and organized. Three companies were
mustered into the service in April, and the remaining companies in
June and July. Lieut.-Col. John L. Thompson of the New England regiment was appointed colonel of this regiment, and served
'vith distinction in many memorable engagement& Oscar F.
Merrill, who enlisted in 1861, was one of the men transferred from
the New England to the First New Hampshire Cavalry, remaining in this arm of the service from the beginning to the close of
the war. Those who volunteered in 1864 claiming mention in the
annals of Plymouth were George W. Lovejoy, Alston Brown,
Denjami~ Hall, Obadiah G. Smith, and Lemuel Palmer, who served
on the quota of this town. Of these George W. Lovejoy was the
only native of Plymouth. Robert Huckins, another volunteer, was
a native of Plymouth, but be was credited on the quota of another
town; and Thomas Tyrie, who was the :Methodist minister over the
church in Plymouth in 1887 and 1888, eened on the quota of
Derry. In February, 1865, Elbridge E. W~bster, who was hom
in this town, and in :March, Henry W. Upham, who was credited
on the quota of the town, and Charles H. Fellows, subsequently
a resident of Plymouth, joined the regiment. Frank P. Elkins,
who had been honorably discharged from the New England regiment on account of wounds, re-enlisted in :March, under Colonel
Thompson.
The First Regiment New Hampshire Volunteer Heavy Artillery
included six companies which were mustered into the service in
September, 1864, and one company mustered in October. The
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regiment was filled by the transfer of the Light Battery and the
First and Second Companies of Heavy Artillery. The regiment
was mustered out June 15, 1865. In this organization were
George W. Ellis, who was a native and served on the quota of
Plymouth; Oliver T. Craig, who was born in Plymouth and
served on the quota of Holderness; Benjamin F. Smith, David
P. Moees, and Charles E. Wedgewood, who served on the quota
of Plymouth, and Lewis E. Brown, Leonard Colburn, George E.
Edmonds, Calvin M. Andrews, Henry White, and Renselear 0.
Wright, who have been residents of this town at some time sinoe
the war.
In the eighteenth regiment, raised in the autumn of 1864: and
early in 1865, and made up of men enlisted for one year and men
enlisted for three years, Plymouth was represented by eight men.
Walter P. Blodgett and Frank J. Thurston were born in Ply·
mouth; Simeon C. Eastman, a veteran of the fifteenth, and Charles
E. Sanborn, a veteran of the fifth, served on the quota of Plymouth;
Rev. Anthony C. Hardy, the chaplain of the regiment, William A.
Chandler, Harris J. Goss, and Elbridge G. Foss have resided in
this town since the war.
James C. Nelson, a native of Plymouth, enlisted in 1862 into
the twelfth regiment, and was named in the record of that year.
He was a sergeant, and was wounded severely at Chancellorsville,
Va., May 3, 1863. He was discharged March SO, 1864:, to accept
promotion, and was appointed a first lieutenant of the Thirty·
second Infantry United States Colored Troops, Feb. 26, 1864.
He was discharged on account of disability, Sept. 8, 1864:.
In July and August of this year nine colored men wore mnstorod
into the service in Virginia and credited on the quota of Plymoutl1.
To these men a bounty was paid by the town. Eight were assigned
to the thirty-eighth and one to the forty-third regiment. They
were John L Brown, George Butts, Edwin Diggs, Kiah Diggs,
Frank King, Edmund Roberts, Dred Smith, Isaac Smith, and
Jerry Warren.
In March, 1865, an exhibit of the deficiencies in the quotas
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of the towns of New Hampshire, prepared by the military authori·
ties, was published in the newspapers of the State. Holdemeea
was held to furnish four, Campton five, and Plymouth twelve
men. Four of those who enlisted in the regiment of cavalry at this
time have been noted. Thomas Smith, a native of England, had
a business meeting with the selectmen, and enlisted on the quota
of Plymouth a few days before the exhibit was published. He
was assigned to the third regiment.
During the war this town was represented in the United States
Navy by ten men. The individual record is ineJuded in the list
of soldiers at the close of this chapter. They were Leonard Campbell, Hiram D. Farnum, Alvah C. Ferrin, who was hom in Ply·
mouth, and Michael Casey, Christopher Champion, Charles Cheney,
Gcorgo Evans, William J. Flynn, William Higgins, James
Ryan, and Harry Smith, who were credited on the quota of the
town.

In tho foregoing record of individual service in New Hampshire
regiments during the Civil War, it is probable that all the natives
of Plymouth and very nearly all of those who ever lived in this
town are given.
There are many sons of Plymouth and former residents of this
town who served in the military organizations of other States whose
record has not been secured. So far as known they are included
in the general list of soldiers on the following pages.
The demands of the government for additional men in 1864:
nnd early in 1865 were not readily answered, and n bounty of one
thousand and even twelve hundred dollars was paid by many of
the towns of this State. In this connection the town of Plymouth,
at a meeting held April 20, 1864, offered a bounty of twelve hun•
drcd dollars to men enlisting on the quota of the town. Under the
last call of the President the town voted, Feb. 20, 1865, 11 to authorize the selectmen to borrow ten thousand dollars and appropriate
the same, at their discretion, in payment of bounties for volunteers
to fill the quota of the town."
During the war the town tax was a serious burden, and in 1866,
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when the town accounts were made up, the debt of Plymouth wu
over $80,000, and in 1872 it was $40,000.
In 1865 the legislature authorized and in 1866 the governor appointed a commission to audit the war expenditures of the cities and
towns of the State. The selectmen of Plymouth appeared before
the commissioned in April, 1866, and established a claim that
the town had paid bounties to one hundred and thirteen men
amounting to $31,012.00. This number of volunteers on the credit
of the quotas of Plymouth did not include the volunteers of 1861, to
whom no bounty had been paid. At this time the State did not
assume any part of the war expenses of the towna. In 1870 a
second commission was constituted to ascertain the number of men
furnished by each town on all the calls of the President after and
including the call of July, 1862. This commission reported to the
legislature that the town of Plymouth had paid botmties after the
call of July, 1862, to one hundred and nineteen men, being ninety·
four men enlisting for three years, eight men for one year, and
seventeen men for nine months.
The legislature authorized the issue of a series of State bonds
known as the Municipal War Loan, and paid eacli town, in a
partial assumption of war expenditure, the sum of $100.00 for each
~ mustered into the service for three years, $38.83% for one
year men, and $26.00 for men serving nine months. The sum of
•10,091.67 was paid by the State to Oyrus Keniston for the town
of Plymouth, May 28, 1872.
The number of volunteers in the Civil War from any town will
largely depend upon the standpoint from which the computation
ia made. If all the men in the service who were bom in Plymouth,
all who at any time have lived here, and all of the hired rooruita
are included, the whole number is nearly three hundred. And if
to the one hundred and nineteen men who were mustered into the
service after July 1, 1862, and credited to this town by the State
commission, is added the number of volunteers of 1861, who at
the time of enlistment were residents here, the sum is one hundred
and fifty-five to one hundred and sixty-five, depending upon the
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standard of admission to an honored roll. Because during the first
year of the Civil War several residents of this town enlisted while
temporarily absent, because several enlisted here who had scarcely
estnblished a residence, and because a few residents of this town
enlisted on tho quota and were paid bounties by other towns, the
exnet number of volunteers from Plymouth or from other towns is
not cnsily determined.
There wns uo newspaper published in Plymouth during the
Civil War. Compared with the usages of the present, the newepopers of the State paid little attention to local news; consequently thrtmgh the years of trial and sacrifice the daily events
in the life of Plymouth are not recorded.
There were many union meetings and a memorable flag raising,
which gave a vivid expression of. the patriotic sentiment of the
community. A truthful narrative of these proceedings would be a
fitting tribute to the loyal attitude of the town during the war.
In no other town were the people more active or more enthusiastic
in a vigorous support of the government. In this attitude the
community was conspicuous. The mention of a few would be an
unwarranted oversight of many.
Before the Civil War, and with slight appreciation of the heroism of American womanhood, Charles Kingsley wrote the familiar
line," :Men must work, and women must weep." There is nothing
in the history of our country more inspiring than the faith and
the heroism of the American woman in every season of trial and
adversity. If she weeps, she labors, and her tears are the christening of an exalted purpose and an inspiring heroism.
With a thought and care for the soldiers in the field, the women
of Plymouth maintained an organization from the beginning to
the close of the war. In their homes and in the assembled circle
they labored for the comfort of the soldier and for the necessities
of the sick and the wounded. :Many boxes of clothing, bandages,
lint, and other articles of comfort or necessity were forwarded
directly to the soldiers from Plymouth or were sent through the
care of one of the charitable commissions of the time. The labor
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performed and the amount of thele offerinp were large, and often
l1lJDI of mone;y were forwarded to the Sanitary Commission or to
tome timilar organization of good Samaritans. A record baa not
been preserved. The left hand baa not been told what the right
band bu wrought. In the newspapers of the time are found
repeated evidence of the good works of the women of Plymouth,
aimilar to an acknowledgment by the Sanitary Commission appearing in the New Hampshire Statesman of Aug. 9, 1862.
Ledlet or Plymouth,
Ke&bodlat Church of Plymouth,

136.25
12.75

The following record of individual service in the Civil War
inoludee the namea of the soldiers who served in a New Hampshire
regiment or military organization, and who were born or at some
time have lived in Plymouth, and also an incomplete record of
the 10ldiers who were hom or have resided in this town, and
who enlisted and served in the military organizations of other
Statea.
Snvuraa D., born In Warren, 1889; Co. D, 6 Maas.; eolilted July 16, 186(, for lOOdaya; dlacbarged Oct. 27, 18M; be removed to Plymouth, 1899, and lived here about three years. He baa
lived In Rumney several yeara since the war.
ADAMI, Eoou A., born iu Plymouth, 1889 ; Co. A, Sixth; enlisted Oct.
i1, 1861; transferred to Co. 81, t Battalion Invalid Corps, Sept. 80,
1868; dlacbarged at Fort Monroe, Va., Nov. 28, 1864:; died in
Plymouth, Nov. 8, 1885.
AuuMDD, WILU.ur, born in Piermont, 1888; be waa one of the unaaalgned tliree months' recruits, 1861; also Co. F, Second, and Co. A,
Sixth; enlisted on the quota of Plymouth, Oct. 10, 1861; wounded
at Frederlckaburg, Va., Deo. 18, 1862; dlacharged Nov. 18, 1864.
He lived In Plymouth many years.
A11u, TuOIIAI G., born In Holderneu, 1841; Co. H, FtReeatb; ealia&ed
at Tllt.on on the quota of Northfteld, Sept. 1, 1862; flra~ aergeut;
dlod of diaeaas at Port Hudeou, La., July to, 1868.
A~eoaawa, CALTIM M., born In Cen&n Harbor, 1888; Co. E, Twelfth;
enlisted on the quota or Holdemeaa, Aug. 26, 1861; dieelauged oa
aooouDL of dlaabiULy at BalUmore, Md., Jaa. 16, 1868 ; U.O Co. G,
Firat Heavy Artillery; eDlla&ed on tbe qoo&a ot Holdene., Aug. S1,
ABBOT,
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1864; discharged June 16, 1865. He lived a few years immediately
before the war in Plymouth. He married a daughter or John
Adams of Plymouth. He resides in Ashland.
Avxar, :&IARTIN B.., born in Ellsworth, 1842; Co. G, Twelfth; enlisted
on the quota of Campton, Aug. 14, 1862; wounded severely at Chancellorsville, Va., May 8, 1868; discharged at Concord on account
of disability, Nov. 9, 1868. He married Mary Elizabeth Ward of
Plymouth. He died Aug. 18, 1879.
BAtLn, GEonuR E., born in Lunenburg, Maee., 1826; Co. A, 26 Mass.
Int: ; enlisted Sept. 10, 1861 ; discharged, disability, April10, 1862.
lie has lived in l'lymouth since 1888.
BAttEn, .JonN L., born in Holderness, 1885 ; Second Co. Heavy Artillery ;
enlisted on the quota of Plymouth, Sept. 19, 1868; discharged Sept.
11, 1865. He married Mary Eastman of Plymouth. Resides in
Manchester.
BALLou, l!'a&DERICK W., born in Bristol, 1885; Co. E, Sixteenth; enlisted on the quota of Franklin, Aug. 28, 1862; musician; discharged
Aug. 20, 1868. He was a jeweller in Plymouth from 1875 to 1888. ·
lie died in Salisbury, Feb. 20, 1892.
BAnnETr, JoEt., born in Lunenburg, Vt., 1881; Co. H, Fourteenth; enlisted on the quota of Plymouth, Aug. 15, 1862; died of disease at
Poolesville, .Md., l<'eb. 24, 1868.
BATCHELDER, CARLOS E., born in Plymouth, 1844; se"ed in a Massachusetts regiment, and after discharge enlisted in the U. 8. A. and
died In the service. He was a brother of George H. Batchelder.
BATCDIU.DER, GEORGE H., born in Plymouth, 1888; Co. C, 80 Mass.,
three years; enlisted at Lowell, Nov. 11, 1861; died in the ae"ice
at Baton Rouge, La., May 2, 1868. He was a son of Clark Gilman
Batchelder, and was credited on the quota of Plymouth.
BAYLEY, TmOTHY E., born in l'lymouth, 1829; Co. H, Fourteenth;
enlisted on the quota of l'lymout.b, Aug. 21, 1862; sergeant; diecharged July 8, 1865. He died in l'lymouth, Feb. 18, 1900.
BBAN, DARIUS K., born in Meredith, 1840; be was one of the three
months' recruits unaeeigned; also Co. F, Second ; enlisted on the
quota of Plymouth, May 22, 1861 ; corporal; wounded ~~everely at
Gettysburg, Pa., July 2, 1868; discharged June ,, 1864; also
Co. B, 24 Veteran Rese"e Corps ; enlisted on the quota of Concord, Aug. 29, 186-l; discharged on account or wounds, Jan. 1,
1865.
BBNTOK, LEONARD P., born In Plymou&h, 1837; Co. E, Eighth; enlisted
on the quota or Campton, Oct. 10, 1861; captua-ed at Bayou de
Glaize, La., May 17, 1864; released and joined bla regiment; dia-
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clwged Jan. 18, 1865. The family removed from Plymouth to
Campton, 1851. He now reaidea In Stoneham, .Maaa.
B&a:aY, Huu.x 0., born In Campton, 1886; Co. A, Sixth; eulisted on
the quota or Campton, Oct. 16, 1861 ; wounded at Frederickaburg.
Va., Dec. 13, 1862; discharged Nov. 28, 1864. He lived in Ply·
mouth four years, beginning 1888; removed to Westboro, Maaa.
BIXBY' J08BPB c., born 1884; Co. A, Twelfth; enlisted on tbe quota or
Plymouth, Aug. 12, 1862; aened unUl Feb. 26, 1868. He lived in
Plymouth a few years before the war.
BLAIR, Hu:ay W., born in Campton, 18M; Fifteenth; enlisted on the
quota of Plymouth, Oct. 2, 1862; major, Oct. 8, 1862; lieutenao\. colonel, April 8, 1868; wounded severely at Port Hudson, La., May
27 and June 14, 1868; discharged Aug. 18, 1868. He waa a reei• deut of Plymouth from 1858 to 1886.
BLAIR, Joaapa C., born in Campton, 18(1 ; Co. B, Fifteenth ; enlisted
on the quota ot Campton, Sept. 16, 1862; wagoneq discharged
Aug. 18, 1868. Be baa lived In Plymouth, Campton, and Lincoln.
Buu, JouM W., born In Andover, 1819; Co. A, Sixth; enlisted on the
quota ot Plymouth, Dec. 10, 1861; corporal; discharged l<'eb. 11,
1868. He lived in Plymouth from 1828 to 1867, when be removed
to Kaneaa. On the war rolla he ia John Blake.
BL.Ux, Rowua, born in Alexandria, 1826 ; Co. K, Fourth ; enlisted at
Franklin, Aug. 6, 1861; diaoharged Sept. 27, 1864. He lived in
Plymouth, 1877-1888; died in Holderneaa, May 28, 1884.
.
BLODGit'l'T, WBBBTB:& P., born in Plymouth, 1888; Co. B, Eighteenth;
enlisted on the quota of Ot·ford, Sept. 7, 1864, for one year; di•
charged June 10, 1865. The family removed from Plymouth to
Orford In 1848.
Bona, CoRULros, born in Ireland, 1828; Co. I, Fourth; enllated on
the quota or Plymouth, Sept. 5, 1861 ; diacbarged on account or di.
ability at Beaufott, S. C., April 24, 1868. He lived in Plymouth
much or the time from 1850 unill hie death about 1882.
B:a.u.BT, FllU(K A., born in Nortbfteld, 1846; Co. F, Twelrtb; enlisted
on the quota of NorU.fleld, Aug. 21, 1862; discharged June 21,
1865. Beginning 1875 ho lived In tbia town acvoral years. lie died
at Gilford, July 11, 1892.
Ba()OJ[, LBONA.ao, born 182.&; Co. C, 40 Maaa. Int.; enlisted at Law·
renee, Sept. 1, 1862; diacharged, disability, Sept. 4, 1868. He
came to Plymouth In 1856, and here died March 21, 1886.
BaoWM, AurroN, born in Wilmot, 1846; Co. B, Firat Cavalry; enlisted
on tbe quota of Plymouth, March 29, 1864; wounded at Nottoway
Court Hou~t~, Va., June 28, 1864; captured at Ream's StaUon, Va.
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June 29, 1864:; released Aug. 18, 1864; discharged July 15, 1865.
While in the service he aufl"ered amputation of his lett arm. He
lived in Danbury a few years, and since 1877 baa lived in New
London.
BROWN, JouN L., born Richmond, Va., 1844; Co. G, 88 U. S. Infantry, colored; enlisted on the quota or Plymouth, Aug. 18, 1864:;
discharged .Jan. 25, 1867. Realden<.-e in 1895, Indianola, Texas.
BnowN, LEWIS E., born in Kenduskeag, M.e., 1846 ; Co. G, Firat Heavy
Artillery; enlisted at Wentworth, Sept. 2, 1864, for one year; dis·
charged June 1, 1865. He has resided in Plymouth since 1900.
DnowN, MANSON S., born in Bridgewater, 1835; Co. C, Thirteenth;
enlisted on the quota of Campton, Aug. 15, 1862 ; principal musician; wounded at Fredericksburg, Va.; discharged June 21, 1865.
He removed to Plymouth, 1865.
BRoWN, PmLJP, born in Ireland, 1889; Co. K, Sixth; enlisted on t.he
quota of Plymouth, Dec. 80, 1868; a recruit. He deserted at Spottaylvaoia, Va., May 18, 1864.
BRUCE, JosEPU C., born Northfield, 1822; Second Co. H. A.; enlisted
at Franklin, Aug. 7, 1868; discharged Sept.ll, 1865. (See Vol. II.)
Ilc lived a few years in Plymouth, and died in Boscawen, 1896.
Bnuc£1 TuoHAS 1 born in Sanbornton, now Tilton, 1881; Co. A, FiRb;
enlisted at Franklin, Sept. 28, 1861; discharged, disability, March
10, 1862; also Co. F, Thirtecntll V. R. C.; enlisted on the quota
of Franklin, Nov. 24, 1868; discharged at Concord, Nov. 18, 1865.
He was in Plymouth a abort Lime about 1855. After the war he
lived in Franklin. (See VoL II, where the date or birth, ataWd as
183i, should be 1831.)
BunLI':JOn, AJ.VJN, born in Plymouth, 1842; Co. B, Fifteenth; enlisted
on the quota or Plymouth, Sept. 2, 1862; discharged Aug. 18, 1868.
BuTLv.n, AuTUCR W., born in Plymouth, 1888; Co. A, Sixth; enlisted
on the quota of Plymouth, Oct. 28, 1861; corporal; discharged
Nov. 28, 1864. · He lived in Plymouth many years. He died at
Soldiers' Home in Tilton.
·
BUTTa, Gt.:OUGB, born in Virginia, 1845; Co. G, 48 U. S. Infantry,
colored; enlisted on the quota or Plymouth, July 28, 186(; discharged Jan. 20, 1866, a recruit. In 1896 he was living' in Lexington, Mo.
BuzzELL, AARON, born In Epsom, 1820 ; Co. A, Sixth ; enlisted on the
quota of Holderness, Oct. 81, 1861; re-enlisted Dec. 25, 1868;
wounded at Spottsylvania, Va., May 15, 186( ; discharged at Con·
cord on account of wounds, June 26, 1865. He removed to Plymouth, 1881 1 and here died Oct. 8, 1888.
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I..olr.uo, born ID Pl,...aath, 1811; U.S. Nars; eali8&ed a1
Boet.oa, Oct. !, 1861 ; eened OD U. 8. a&ealllen ''Ohio," '' North
Caroliaa,.. aod '' W.JOIDiag•; m.cbarpd froiD" W.fOIDlal• Aug. 8,
1864.
C.umou.. BIIDT, born Albany, N.Y., 18U; 13 N.Y.; aJ.o eened
u cap&aln'a clerk 1D U. S. Nuy. He baa n:aided iD P1~
.moe 1897.
C.ua, llioJua., born in lrelaod, 18U; U. S. Na.y; enliakd for three
yean OD tbe qoota ot Plymoa~, Feb. !7, 1865; aened OD U. S.
..eamen "Ohio • aDd "Keanarge • ; deeerted from receiriag ahip a&
Boet.oa, )faa, 8epL 15, 1866.
C.ue, :Lmaa, born ID Aadonr, 18!7; Oo. A, Sixth; enlisted at Ceotre
Harbor, Oct. 14, 1861; drowaed byloea of ldeaJDel' "West PoiDt•
on tbe Potomac Rinr, Aug. 13, 186!. Before ~ war be lind a
few yean ID &hia toWD.
C.ue, S.uru&L N., born iD Bristol, 1830; 14 PenaaylnDia. llied
in Plymouth twenty yean, beginning 1870; died iD I .acoma, Jaa.
81, 1897.
Cuu, NA'I'II.UDI., born iD Ricbmood, P. Q., 1834 ; Co. C, Twelfth;
enli.Red oo tbe quo&& of Alexandria, Aug. !0, 186!; disclwged
June 21, 1865. Be baa lived in Plymoa~ since tbe da&e ol bia
diacbarge from service.
CsAJIPIOlf, Cslti81'0Pau, born in Worcesw, :Hua., 1887; eo1isted aa
a seaman while a resident of PlyiDOil&b, March 4, 1865. lie baa
not renewed hia realdence here.
Csuoua, Jo101, bom in Campton, 1887; Co. F, Second; eolia&ed Ap;l
19, 1861, for three month&; not mnat.ered; enlisted May 22, 1861,
for tbree years ; corponl; wounded severely at Ball Bun, Va., Aag.
29, 1862; diacbarged on account of woonda, May 15, 1863. He baa
lived in Plymouth almost continuoualy since 1870.
CIWIDLD, Wn.LUJ( A., bom in Campton, 1827; Co. D, Eigbteen&la;
enlia&ed in the quota of Campton for one year, Sept. !1, 1864; ditcharged June 10, 1865. Be removed to Plymon~, 1866, and bere
died Nov. IS, 1870.
CsAPK.u, HnaY E., bom in Warren, 1840; Co. A, Sixth; eo1isted oo
the quota of Rumney, Oct. 19, 1861 ; wounded severely at BoD Baa,
Va., Aug. 29, 1862; right leg amputated; diacharged 1larch 7, 186S.
He removed to Plymouth, 1881.
Cs.ua, DAKDr., bom ln Warren, 1885; Co. I, Flm N. B. B. A.; eallated Sept. 2, 1864, for one year; discharged June 15, 1865. Now
Uvea ln Plymouth.
Cs.ua, Huu L., bom in Campton, 1842; Co. A, Sixth; enlisted oo
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the quota of Campton, Oct. 28, 1861; wounded at Fredericksburg,
Va., Dec. 18, 1862 ; discharged for disability, March 12, 1868. He
has resided in Plymouth since the war.
CnENERY, :Mosu, born, 1822 ; Co. I, Second Mass. Cavalry; enlisted
wbile a resident of Plymouth, Jan. 10, 1868; appointed saddler; discharged July 20, 1865.
Cnz!ntr, CnARLP.s, born in New Brunswick, 1888; U. S. Navy; enlisted
on the quota of Plymouth, Feb. 27, 1865, for three years; served on
U. S. steamers "Ohio" and "Shawnee"; deserted from "Shawnee" Sept. 6, 1865.
CILLEY, ANTHONY, hom in Plymouth, 1888; Co. D, Seventh; enlisted
on the quota of Manchester, Nov. 6, 1861; corporal; wounded
severely at Olustee, Fla. ; discharged to date May 20, 1864. He
livett in l'lymouth in childhood and until 1861 ; since the war he
bas lived in Hebron and in Brookfield.
CILLEY, GuSTAvus R., bom in Hebron, 1842; Co. A, Sixth; enlisted on
the quota of Plymouth, Oct. 12, 1861 ; corporal; wounded at Fredericksburg, Va., Dec. 18, 1862; discharged Nov. 28, 1864. He
lived in l'Jymoutb before the war and several years subsequently;
now resides in Lawrence, Mass.
CLAJRIIONT, PETER, born in Canada, 1842; ElevenLh, not asalgned to a
company; enlisted on the quota of Plymouth, July 29, 1864. He
was in the service Aug. 7, 1864, and no added record appears.
CLARK, JOSEPH, bom in Campton, 1826; Co. A, Sixth; enlisted on the
quota of Plymouth; commissioned captain, Nov. 80, 1861; resigned
Apri114, 1862; lawyer. He lived in Plymouth from 1857 to 1868;
resided San l<~rancisco, CaL; died Sept. 12, 1902.
CLIFFORD, CoJmoDORE W., born in Cabot, Vt., 1845; Co. D, First Vt.
Cavalry; enlisted at West Fairlee, Vt., Dec. 8, 1861; captured April
1, 1863; paroled April 7, 1868; captured Oct. 9, 1868; paroled
Dec. 28, 1863; discharged Jan. 8, 1865. He removed from HaTerhill to l'Jymoutb, 1879, and resided here until 1895.
Coso, WILLtAH A., bom in Dedham, Mass., 1845; Co. K, 42 Masa. ;
enlisted for 100 days, July 8, 1864; discharged Nov. 11, 1864. He
lived in Plymouth from 1872 to 1886; subsequently he was registrar
of deeds and lived in Haverhill. (See Vol. II.)
ContN, HENRY G., born in Lyman, Me., 1828 ; Co. A, Sixth; enlisted
on the quota of Plymouth, Nov. 18, 1861; wounded at Bull Run,
Va., Aug. 29, 1862; discharged at New York, Sept. 14, 1868; also
Co. B, Twenty-fourth Veteran Rese"e Corpe; enlisted Sept. 24,
1864; dischllrged, disability, May 14, 1865. He died ln .Malden,
:&lass.
VOL.I.-33
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CoLBURK, LBOKARD, born In Hanover, 1828; Co. H, Firat Hea,·y Artillery; enlisted on the quota ot Warren, for one year, Sept. 6, 1864;
discharged June 15, 1865. He lived in Plymouth after 1881, ami
here died Nov. 4, 1899.
CooJt, D.uooRD, born in Plymouth, 1820; Co. H, Twell'th; enlisted on
the quota of Watenille, Aug. 16, 1862; discharged, disability, Oct.
14, 1868. Beaidea in Gilmanton.
0oBLI88, Craua R., born in Plymouth, 1886; Co. B, Fifteenth; enlisted
on the quota of Plymouth, Sept. 8, 1862; corporal; discharged Aug•
18, 1868. He lived in Plymouth until 1868; died in Clinton, Iowa,
Sept. 28, 1875.
CoBLt88, Fa.ufora R., born In Grafton, 1841; Co. A, Sixth; enlisted on
the quota ot Plymouth, Aug. 25, 1862; discharged, disability, April
25, 1864, to date Dec. 11, 1868. He lived in Plymouth trom 1850
to 1866; resides in Clinton, JowL
CRAIG, GaoaGB W ., born in Plymouth, 1842; Co. A, Sixth; enlisted on
the quota of Holderness, Oct. 11, 1861 ; sergeant; killed at Bull Run,
VL, Aug. 29, 1862. (See Vol. II, p. 152.)
Ca.A.IG, 0Lrvn H.uABD PnaT, born in Rumney, 1818; Co. A, Sixth;
first lieutenant, Nov. SO, 1861; captain, April 15, 1862; resigned
Oct. 21, 1862. He lived in Plymouth trom 1884 to 1849; in Holderness, 1849 to 1896; died in Plymouth, Jan. 29, 1899.
ClurG, 0LIVD T., born in Plymouth, 1889; Co. G, Firat Heavy Artillery;
enlisted on the quota ot Holderneu, tor one year, Aug. SO, 1864;
corporal; discharged June 15, 1865. He lives in Ashland.
CRAWI'ORD, CBPsu R., born in Bridgewater, 1885; Co. E, Twelfth;
enlisted on the quota of Plymouth, Aug. 11, 1862; corporal and
sergeant; captured at Chanoelloraville, May 8, 1868 ; returned
to Camp Parole, July 15, 1868. From childhood be lived iu
Plymouth until 1901, when he removed to Bristol ; died Oct. 12,
1905.
CRAwFORD, PaBNTisa H., born in Colebrook, 1846; Co. B, Third Vermont; enlisted Dec. 2, 1862; discharged July 11, 1865. He
resided in Plymouth in youth and since 1870.
CRAWFORD, WILLIAM H., born in Bridgewater, 1828; aened in a New
Jersey regiment; died in tbe eervioe in May, 1865. He lived in
Plymouth from 1849 until his enlistment.
Caosa, WILLIAM, born in Vermont, 1847; Co. K, Second Vermont Infantry from Aug. 16, 1862 to July 8, 1868. He baa Jived in Plymouth since 1895.
CUMKIMGS, GaoaGB H., born In Plymouth, i888; Co. E, Twelfth;
enlisted on the quota or Plymouth, Aug. 22, 1862; wounded
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severely at Cbancellorsville, Va., May 8, 1868; discharged June
21, 1865. Always Jived in Plymouth, where be died ~'eb. 14,
1892.
CuJnnxos, GnnNUAII' R., born Parkman, Me., 1885; Co. K, Fifth;
enlisted at Plaistow, Sept. 18, 1861 ; wagoner l discharged Oct. 29,
1864. He removed to Plymouth, 1875, and here died May 2, 1882.
CuMMINGs, WILLIAit II., born in Plymouth; Co. A, Sixth; enlisted on
the quota of Plymouth, Oct. 21, 1861; discharged, disability, at
Roanoke, N.C., March 8, 1862. He Jives in Rumney.
D.unY, JAMF.S, born in Ireland, 1820; 16 Co. 2 Battalion V. R. C.;
enlisted on the quota of Plymouth, Sept. 26, 1868 ; discharged, dieability, at Washington, D. C., Aug. 14, 1865. He was a recruit.
He had previously served in 69 Pennsylvania. The town In 1865
ndvnnccd soldier's nid to his family. He lived a tew years in Plymouth and died at Loconin.
DALTON, JosF.Pll E., born in Belmont, 1887; Co. H, Twelftb; enlisted
on the quota of Guilrord, Aug. 6, 1862; discharged, disability,
Dec. 15, 1864.
DAvmsoK, JonN NEWELL, born in Newton, Mass.,1848; Co. G, Twelfth;
enlisted on the quota of Holderness, Aug. 19, 1862; captured at
Chnncellon~ville, Va., May 8, 1868; escaped; corporal; discharged
June 21, 1865. He bas lived in Plymouth since 1890.
DAvrs, JosEPH, born in Plymouth, Mass., 1840; Co. F, Ninth; enlisted
on the quota of Plymouth, a recruit, Dec. 24, 1868; captured at
mine explosion, Petersburg, Va., July 80, 1864; died in the service
at Danville, Va., Jan. 11, 1865.
DrEDRrcu, Fn&DERJCK, born in Germany,1886; Seventh; an unassigned
recruit; enlisted on the quota of Plymouth, Deo. 24, 1868, and soon
deserted.
Droos, l~nwrx, born South Hampton, Va., 1844; Co. G, 88 Inf., colored ; enlisted on the quota ot Plymouth, Aug. 18, 1864; discharged
Jan. 25, 1867.
Droos, KrAn, born South Hampton, Va., 1824; Co. G, 88 Int., colored;
enlisted on the quota of Plymouth, Aug. 19, 1864; discharged
.Jnn. 25, 1867.
DRAKE, Jomr A., born New Hampton, 1819; Co. A, Fifteenth; enlisted
on the qnotn of Plymouth, Sept. 2, 1862, first sergeant; discharged
Aug. 18, 1868. He died March 22, 1875.
DmrroK, ALONZO E., was a veteran, having served in a Massacbuset&l
regiment. lie lived in Plymouth from 1877 to 1886.
EABnrAN, GALKN, born in Plymouth, 1842; Co. E, Twelfth; enlisted
on the quota of Plymouth, Aug. 2t, 1862; wounded at Chancellors-
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vll1e, Va., May 8, 1868; discharged May 19, 1865. He died July
1, 1878.
E.unrU', SDI&OH, born in Northfield, 1826; Co. B, Fifteenth; enlisted
on the quota of Plymouth, Sept.16, 1862; discharged Aug. 18, 1865;
also Co. A, Eighteenth ; enllated on the quota of Plymouth, SepL. 8,
186,, for one year; discharged J una 10, 1865. He died in Plymouth,
May 16, 1887.
ED110HD81 G&oaoa E., born in Thornton, 1829; Co. C, Heavy Artillery;
enlisted on the quota of Auburn for one year, Aug. 20, 18M;
diacbarged June 16, 1865. He baa resided in Plymouth since
187-i.
Eu, Joax W., born in Meredith, 1888; Co. D, Fifteenth; enlisted on
the quota of Plymouth, Sept. 6, 1862; captain, Nov. S, 1862; mustered out Aug. 18, 1863. He was a student at law and a lawyer in
Plymouth; removed to Chicago, Ill., 1864; died Dec. 16, 1902.
Euuxs, Fn.um: P., born in Andover, 1888 ; Co. I, First N. E. Cavalry;
enlisted Oct. 2, 1861 ; corporal; captured at Mountville, Va., Oct. Sl,
1862; paroled, wounded at Kelley's Ford, Va., March 17, 1868;
discharged on account of wounds, Oct. 8, 1868; also Co. I, FirsL
N. H. Cavalry; enlisted on the quota of Newport for one year,
March 81, 1866; discharged July 16, 1866. Aller the war he lived
a few years in Plymouth, removing to Wilmot.
ELLis, GEORGB W., born in Plymouth, 18•8; Co. G, Heavy Artillery;
enlisted for one year on the quota of Plymouth, Setlt. 6, 186•; dischqed June 16,_1865. He lived several years in New Hampton,
and atler 1888 again in Plymouth.
ELL&woam, S.&IIUBL, born in Wentworth, 1820; Co. A, Twelfth; enlisted on quota of Wentworth, Aug. 7, 1862; captured at Chan·
cellorsville, May 8, 1868 ; paroled May 15, 1868 ; subsequently
transferred to V. R. C. He lived in Plymouth several years begin·
ning 1887.
EIIBRBOH, Jon B., born in Plymouth, 1846 ; Second Indiana Cavalry;
enlisted Sept. 18, 1861; captured and when released returned to
his regiment; discharged 186•. He resides at Indianapolis, Ind.
Enxs, GsoaaB, born in England, 18-&2; U.S. Navy; enlisted March 8,
1865, for three years, failed to appear. He lived in Plymouth a
short time previous to enlistment.
F.A.B.JOa, LUTBn, born in Alexandria, 18••; Co. A, Sixth; enlisted on
the quota of Campt:on, Aug. 25, 1862; died of disease at Antietam,
Md., Oct. 8, 1862. (See William W. Farmer.)
FARIIICR, WtLLIA.II W., born in Campton, 18•8; Co. A, Sixth; enlisted
Aug. 26, 1862; wounded severely at Bull Run, Va., Aug. 29, 1862;
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died of wounds at Centreville, Va., Sept. 1, 1862. His father lived
in Campton and also In Plymouth and Alexandria. William W.
was a brother of Luther Farmer.
FARNOH, GEORGE W., born in Plymouth, 1889; Co. I, Fourth; enlisted
Sept. 2, 1861 ; discharged, disability, May 18, 1868. He died
April 17, 1866.
FARNIJN, fhRAH n., born in Plymouth, 1889; Marine Corps; enlisted
at Boston, MBSs., Sept. IS, 1858, for four years; served on U. S.
etcnmei'S " Hartford " and " Vermont'' ; discharged Sept. 17, 1862.
Always lived in Plymouth.
FARNo•r, wALTER n., born in Plymouth, 1887; Co. B, Fifteenth; enlisted on the quota of Plymouth, Sept. 17, 1862; wounded May 26,
1863; the first man of the regiment who was wounded by the
enemy. He died of diphtheria at Baton Rouge, La., June 16,
1863.
FELr.ows, CnARLES H., born in Bridgewater, 1840; Co. I, Firat N.H.
Cavalry; enlisted on the quota of Newport for one year, March 81,
1865 ; discharged July 15, 1865. He lived in Plymouth previous to
enlistment. He died at Rumney, June 18, 1869.
F.:muN, ALVAH C., born in Plymouth, 1836; U.S. Navy; enlisted on
the quota of Concord for one year, Aug. 17, 1864; served on U. S.
et.eamei'S " Vandalia " and " Albatross " ; discharged Aug. 8, 1866.
He lived in Concord, where be died Aug. 1, 1898.
FERRIN, EDWARD E., born in Thornton, 1886; Co. B, Fifteenth; enlisted
on the quota of Plymouth, Sept. 8, 1862; discharged Aug. 13, 1868.
He lived in Plymouth from 1848 to 1870, when he removed to
Bridgewater.
Frvnn.D, DANA, born in Cbeleea, Vt., 1886; Co. I, Fourth; enlisted
Sept. 3, 1861; corporal; discharged, disability, June 12, 1868. He
wns a a·esident of Plymouth except three years, from 1868 to 1879,
when he removed to Laconia.
FLANDrms, EDwARD P., born in Plymouth, 1848 ; Co. K, Firth Mase.
l\lilitia; enlisted for 100 days July 21, 1864; discharged Nov. 16,
1864. He removed to Stoneham, Mass., 1871, where he died.
FLYNN, WILLIAM J., bom in Canada, 1848; U.S. Navy; enlisted on
tho quota of Plymouth for three years, March 2, 1865 ; served on
U. S. steamers "Ohio" and "Paul Jones"; deserted June 24,
1866.
FoLBT, lbcHAEL, born in New York, 1842; Co. F, Fourth; enlisted on
the quota of l'lymouth, Dec. 26, 1868; discharged Aug. 28, 1865.
Foss, ELBRIDGE G., born in Thornton, 1829 ; Co. E, Eighteenth ; en·
listed on the quota of Thornton, Sept. 161 1864; discharged June

ns

HISTOJlY O:J' PLYKOUTH.

10, 1865. He removed to Plymouth, 1881, and here died Nov. 11,
1890.
Foeua, AliOS P., born In Wentworth, 1841; Co. A, Sixth; enlisted on
the quota of Plymouth, OcL 28, 1861; discharged, disability, Oct.
26, 1862. In youth be lived in Plymouth.
Fox, Ruaa&LL F., born in Campton, 1818; Co. G, Fift.b; enlisted on the
quota of Plymouth, Aug. 13, 1862; died of wounds at Washington
D. C., Jan. 9, 1868. He lived in Plymouth a few years.
Fauca, Au P., born in Plymonth, 1839; Co. G, Third; enlisted on the
quota or Emngham, Aug. 12, 1861; discharged, disability, at Hilton
Head, S. C., May 8, 1862. He lived in Plymouth from childhood
to 1867, ancl from 1866 to 1876. He is an inmate of Soldiers'
Home at Togua, Me.
G•BL.UCJ), J&JUtJd.\B CATDKO, M.D., born in Strafford, 18U; was a
contract surgeon, with rank of aaaistant surgeon, serving with the
army from 1863 to 1865. He lived in Plymouth from 1857 to 1865.
At'ter the war he removed to Nashua.
G&ORGB, CuuLaa HuRT, hom in Plymouth, 1885; 16 Maine In·
fantry; wounded at Fredericksburg, Dec. 18, 1862; discharged, disability, Feb. 6, 1868. He lived in Plymouth until 1860, when he
· removed to Hebron, Me.
Gsoaos, D.unBL EATOM, born In Plymouth, 1887; First Mass. Infantry;
enlisted in April, 1861, and was discharged April 18, 1864. He
lived in Plymouth until 1858. He died in Natick, Mass., Feb. 5,
1902.
GBORGB, Fa.utE H., born in Plymouth, 1840; Co. B, Fifteenth ; enlisted
on the quota of Plymouth, SepL 8, 1862; corporal ; discharged Aug.
18, 1868. He lived in Plymouth until 1864, when be removed t.o
Bristol. He baa resided in Concord since 1872.
GBORGB, S.\KUBL W., born in Plymouth, 1885; Co. I, Twelf\b; enlisted
on the quota of Meredith, Aug. 15, 186:2 ; corporal ; died in the service, of disease, at Falmouth, Va., Jan. 4, 1868. He lived in
Plymouth until 1861, when he removed to Meredith.
GILBERT, FRAMcta, born in Canada, 1827; Co. K, Seventh, a recruit;
enlisted on the quota of Plymouth, OcL 80, 1868; discharged June
6, 1866.
GILlUM, PLI1f1' R., born in New Hampton, 1828; Co. E, Twelfth; enlisted on the quota of Plymouth, Aug. 22, 1862; wounded at Chaocellorsville, Va., May 8, 1868, at Cold Harbor, Va., June 8, 1864;
discharged June 21, 1865. He lived in Plymouth almost continu·
oualy from 1866 until his death. He died in Plymouth, Feb. 22,
1879.
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GLnnr, DAVID, born in Plymouth, 1842; Co. A, Sixth; enlisted on the
quota of Plymouth, Oct. 12, 1861; re-enlisted Jan. 4, 1864; sergeant; discharged, disability, at Concord, Apri110, 1866. Always
lived in Plymouth.
GooDHUE, SuuNBR A., born 1881; Co. C, Firat Mass., three years; enlisted at Lowell, l<'eh. 5, 1862; discharged, disability, Oct. 7, 1862.
He lived in Plymouth, 1877-88. He died at the Soldiers' Home
in ToguR, Me.
GooDNATURK, C.uruKL, born in Canada, 1842; Co. B, Ninth; enlisted on
the quota or Plymouth, Dec. 24, 1868 ; wounded at Poplar Springe
Church, Sept. 80, 1864; discharged, disability, at Waahington, D. C.,
Feh. 17, 1865. Ho was a recruit.
Goss, IIAmus J., born in Canaan, 1845; Co. F, Eighteenth; enlisted on
the 'quota or Wentworth for one year, Sept. 27, 18M; corporal;
wounded at Fort Stcdmsn, Va. ; discharged at Philadelphia, Pa.,
lfny 25, 1865. He removed from Canaan to Plymouth, 1897, and
returned to Canaan, 1901.
GnEKN, CnARLES E., born in Pittsfield, 1889; Co. A, Sixth; enlisted
on the quots of Plymouth, Oct. 21, 1861; sergeant; he se"ed
until Dec. 111 1862. He lived in Plymouth a few months in
1861.
GREEN, FRANK C., born in Plymouth, 1844; Co. B, Fifteenth; enlisted on
the qnota of Plymouth, Sept. 10, 1862; discharged Aug. 18, 1868.
He lived in Plymouth until 1881.
GREEN, HENRY B., born in Plymouth, 1840; U.S. Navy. He waa assistant engineer on U. S. steamers " Colorado" and " Tahoma" from
Set>t. 20, 1862, to March 22, 1866. Subsequently be lived in
Chicago, Ill. He was fatally injured several years ago by a tall
through the hatchway or an ocean steamer.
HAINES, JAMES H., born in Chichester, 1889; Co. H, Fourteenth; enlisted at Chichester, Aug. 12, 1862; tlischarged, disability, June 10,
1868. Admitted N. H. Conference M. E. Church, 1871; appointed
to Plymouth, 1879.
HALL, UENJAMrN, born Canada, 1836; Co. B, Firat N. H. Cavalry;
enlisted on tlto quota of Plymouth, March 28, 1864; captured at
Renm's Station, Va., June 29, 1864.
HANEY, Rost:RT W., born in Canada, 1837; enlisted May 6, 1861, Capt.
Chapman's Company, also Co. G, Eleventh; enlisted on the quota
of Haverhill, Aug. 16, 1862; wounded at Spottsylvania, Va., May
12, 1864; discharged June 4, 1865. He lived in Plymontll, 1864
and 1866; died at HaverhUl, Oct. 6, 1867.
HANNAFORD, WILLIAM F., born in Plymoutlt, 1841; Co. F, Eighth; en•
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llated Aug. 4, 1861 ; re-enlisted Jan. 4, 1864 ; .corporal and aergeaut; diacbarg'ed by 1"8UUD of being a supernumerary ; non-oom.
odlcer, at Natchez, Miu., Jan. 1, 1866. He waa one of the volunteers for forlorn hope charge on Port Hudson. After the war he
lived in Hill until 1884:, when he removed to Bristol.
H.uraoo11, SAIIUBL T., born in Plymoutit, 1837; Co. H, Eighth; enlisted
on the quota of Plymouth, Dec. 21, 1861; wounded severely at
Port Hudson, La., May 27, 1868, and died or wounds, May 29, 1868.
ll.umT, AlmiORT C., born in Hebron, 1828; Eighteenth; appointed
chaplain, Sept. 21, 1864; mustered out July 29, 1865. He wu a
steward ill State Normal School, residing in Plymouth, 1871 and
1872.
lluuusolf, Jon, born in Ireland, 1841 ; Co. A, Seventh; enlisted on
the quota of Plymouth, Oct. 80, 1868, a recruit; diacharged July
20, 1865.
RunT, HnaT R., born in Plymouth, 1841; Co. E, Twelfth; enlisted
on the quota of Plymouth, Aug. 11, 1862 ; died at Potomac Creek,
Va., Nov. 80, 1862. Always lived in Plymouth.
Hum, ADDJ80M W., born in Plymouth, 1840; Co. I, Firat; enlisted
for three months, April 26, 1861; diacharged Aug. 9, 1861 ; also
Co. A, Fifth; enlisted Sept. 28, 1861; principal musician; discharged Oct. 29, 1864. He waa wounded wbile serving in the Firat
Regiment. He died Oct. 28, 1865. Always lived in Plymouth or
Holderneaa.
lluTH, LBROY S., born in Plymouth, 1888 ; Co. I, Firat; enlisted April
19, 1861, for three months; discharged Aug. 9, 1861; also Co. A,
:Fifth; enlisted Sept. 27, 1861; transferred to Co. F; re-enlisted
Jan. 1, 1864; wounded severely June 26, 1864; transferred April
17, 1865, to Co. D, Eleventh Veteran Reserve Corps; diacbarged
at Providence, R. 1., July 29, 1865. Resides in Ashland •
.Hum, Os<a.a P., born in Plymouth, 1845; Second Minn. Infutry,
three months; enlisted at Fort Snelling, June 22, 1861 ; also
Fourth U. S • .A.rLillery; mustered out Dec. 22, 1865. He resides
ill Ebenezer, Ohio.
HuTs, W .n Ul( <:-nus, born in Plymouth, 1841 ; Co• .A, Sixth; enlisted on the quota of Plymouth, Oct. 22, 1861; discharged Nov.
28, 1864. He lived in Plymouth untill880, when he removed to
Ashland. Hia birth ia recorded Cyrus Warren Heath.
BtoOIM8, WtLLIAII, born in North Carolina, 1846; U.S. Navy, firatclaaa
boy; enlisted on the quota or Plymouth for three years, Aug. 81,
1864 ; sened on U. S. steamer "Arlee" ; deserted at Boeton,
J4au., Aug. 12, 1866.
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HoHA.NS, Aamua L., born In Campton, 184:1; Co. B, Fourth Mass.;
enlisted for nino months, Aug. 26, 1862; discharged Aug. 28, 1868.
He live<l in Plymouth after 1888, and here died Feb. 8, 1899.
HoRSMAN, G~tono&, born in Mass., 1821 ; Co. I, Seventh; a recruit;
enlisted on the quota of Plymouth, Dec. 29, 1868; discharged July
20, 1865.
HousToN, GILMORE MeL., born in Plymouth, 1887; Co. A, Sixth; enlisted on tho quota of Plymouth, Oct. 10, 1861; appointed quartermn.tttcr Rergcant, Oct. 8, 1862, quartermaster, Aug. 1, 1863; discharged
.July 17, 1866. Always lived in Plymouth, where be died May U,
1872.
.
HouSToN, WrLLIAH L., born in Plymouth, 1844; Co. A, Sixth; enlisted
on the quota or Plymouth, Oct. 12, 1861, musician; discharged, disability, at Camp Nelson, Ky., Oct. 29, 1868. Lived in Plymouth,
where he died 1871.
HucRINs, RoBERT, born in Plymouth, 18U; Co. C, First N. H. Cavalry;
enlisted on the quota of Bow, March 20, 1865; discharged Joly 16,
1865.
HuLL, I..oRENZO B., born in Plymouth, 184:1; Co. B, First Mass. Int.;
enlisted at Boston, May 28, 1861 ; musician; principal musician
l<'eb. 22, 1868; served three years. He bas lived in Plymouth sinoe
the war, and now resides In Sandwich.
lluNTOON, ANDREW J ., born in Unity, 1882; Co. E, Twelfth; enlisted on
the quota or Plymouth, Aug. 22, 1862; appointed second lieutenant,
Sept. 8, 1862, first lieutenant, Feb. 9, 1868; wounded at Chanoellors\·ille, VI\., May 8, 1868; appointed captain, Co. D, Feb. 1, 1864;
discharged at Cobb's 11111, Va., on account or wounds, June 16,
1864. He wns a teacher in Plymouth at the time of enlistment;
now resides at Washington, D. C.
HuremNs, GEORGE K., born in Benton, 1844; Co. E, Twelfth; enlisted
on the quota or Rumney, Aug. 22,1862; corporal; discharged June
21, 1865. He lived in Plymouth, 1867-82, when be removed to
Lowell, 1\Iass., where he died Feb. 18, 1898.
J ttNNESB, CnARLEB H., born in Meredith, 1840; Co. I, Twelfth; enlisted
on the quota or Meredith, Aug. 15, 1862. Was not with the regiment after Jan. 12, 1864:. He removed to Plymouth, 1879.
JENNESS, JaREHIAIJ F., born in Meredith, 1844:; Co. I, Twelfth; enlisted
on the quota or :&leredith, Aug. 16, 1862; wounded at Gettysburg,
Pa.~ July 2, 1868; corporal; discharged June 21, 1865. He baa
lh·ccl in J>Jymoutb since 1875.
J&w&r.t., Gv.onoK K., born in Sanbornton, 1887; Co. D, Fifteenth; eolisted on the quota or Plymout.b, Sept. 20, 186j; discharged Aug.
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16, 1868. Oa aooount of injuries received In the service, his rigM
leg was amputated, 1871. He came to Plymouth, 1854, and a few
years excepted, he lived here until his death, Jan. 5, 1872.
Jons, Aana C., born in Stanst.ead, P. Q., 1884; Co. E, 'fweU\b; enlisted on the quota of Plymout.b, Aug. 22, 1862; dleeharged June
21, 1866. He was a resident of Plymouth from 1867 to 1865. Later
lived iu Concord.
Kmrr, HouTJo J., born 1847; 15 Mass. Battery; enlisted at Lowell,
Nov. 26, 186~; diacbarged Aug.~ 1865. He lived in Plymouth,
187....S5. Removed to California.
KnmALL, Ausua L., born in Tilton, 1889; Co. D, Twelfth; enlisted
on the quota of Sanbornton, Aug. 11, 1862 ; wounded at GeU.ysburg,
Pa., July 2, 1868; discharged June 21, 1865. He lived in Plymouth, 1871-74; removed to WoodsviUe.
Kmo, Fiu.MII:, born in Suffolk, Va., 1845; Co. G, 88 Infantry; enlisted
on the qnota of Plymouth, Aug. 18, 1864; died, disease, at Poiutof
Bocks, Md., Feb. 14, 1865.
Klrowus, D.lMI&L CLAU 1 born in Yardville, N. J., 1886. He was a
capwu of Co. D, 48 N.Y. Later a minister of the New Hampshire Conference, and appointed to Plymouth, 1881, 1882, 1888.
La Buaox, Roameox, born in Hardwick, Vt., 1821 ; Co. E, Eighth
VL Infantry; enlisted at Woodbury, Vt., Dec. 1, 1861 ; captured
Sept. 4, 1862; paroled Nov. 18, 1862; re-enlisted Jan. 6, 1864;
corporal; discharged June 28, 1865. He removed to Plymouth,
1888; farmer. He died in Plymouth, July 14, 1896. His wife, Ja~1e
(GiUUlon) LeBarron, died here March 28, 1900.
LaWis, CunN A., born in Littleton, 1827; Co. A, Sixth; enlisted on
the quota of Plymouth, Oct. 28, 1861; discharged, disability, May
26, 1868; also Veteran Reserve Corps; enlisted on the quota of
Plymouth, Jan. 4, 1864; dieeharged at Camp Chase, Ohio, Nov. 17,
1865. Lived in Plymouth from youth until his death, July 20,
1896.
LmBT1 LUTBBB L., born in Plymouth, 1841 ; Co. D, Fourth ; enlisted at
Gilmanton, Aug. 12, 1861; drowned at St. Augustine, Fla., June
18, 1862. The family removed from Plymouth when be was a
young lad.
Loou&, GaoRG&, hom 1840 ; Seventh; enlisted on the quota of Plymouth, Dec. 29, 1868. Probably deserted.
Louoas, H&MRY H., born in Hebron, Me., 1845 ; Co. F, Fif\h ; ·enlisted
at Campton, Aug. 9, 1862; discharged, disability, at Fairfax Seminary, Va., Jan. 3, 1863; also Co. G, 17 Vermont; enlieted on
the quota of Concord, Vt., March 31, 186~; corporal; wounded
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June 17, 1864; discharged July 14, 1866. Lived in Plymouth,
1869-84 ; died in Campton, 1901.
LovEJOY, CnAJtLI!S A., born in J>Jymouth, 1841 ; Co. I, Firth; enlisted on
the quota of I•tymouth, Oct. 8, 1861; wounded June 29, 1862; also
nt Fredericksburg, Va., Dec. 18, 1862; killed at Gettysburg, Pa.,
July 2, 1868.
LovEJoY, Gv.ona& W., born in Plymouth, 1826; Co. A, Sixth; enlisted
on the quota of Holderness, Oct. 81, 1861; discharged, disability, ·
:Mnrch 9, 1863; also Co. A, First N. H. Cavalry; enlisted on the
qnotn of Plymouth, March 24, 1864; discharged at Concord, May
25, 1865. Lived in Holderness and In Plymouth.
LuntrN, DANIJU. M., served two enlistments in Vermont; Co. D, Firat
Vt. Infantry; enlisted nt Bradford, May 2, 1861; discharged Aug.
15, 1861; Co. H, Tweln.h Vt. Infantry; enlisted Aug. 16, 1862;
corporal ; discharged July 4, 1863. He lived in this town eleven
years, beginning 1878. He removed to Rhode Island and now resides at Chadbourn, N.C.
LuTnJtu, CnARLI!B H., born Boston, Mass., 1844; Co. D, Sixth; enlisted
on the quota of Thornton, Aug. 11, 1862; discharged June 21, 1865.
At the time of his enlistment he resided in Plymouth.
liARION, CnAru.F.s, born in Cauadn, 1826 ; unassigned recruit; enlisted
on the quota of Plymouth, Oct. 81, 1868 ; no further record.
)f.A.RSIIALJ., WILLIAM H., horn in Buffalo, N. Y., 1889; Co. F.., First
Sharpshooters; enlisted at Dunbarton, Sept. 6, 1861; discharged
with the regiment, Sept. 9, 1864. He lived in Plymouth,
1873-85.
McDoNAr.u, CoNVERSB D., born in Oldtown, Me., 1822; Co. E, Third;
enlisted nt Plymouth, Aug. 20, 1861; sergeant; discharged, disability, at Concord, Nov. 2, 1862. Lived in Plymouth af'Ler 1848; died
here April 15, 1885.
McDoNALD, G£oaas, born in Scotland, 1840; Co. H, Sixt.h; enlisted on
the quota of Plymouth a recmlt, Dec. 80, 1868; deserted at Camp
Nelson, Ky., Feb. 21, 1864.
llcJNTO!IIJ, FRF.OF.RICK.
bot·n in Boston, Mass., 1840 i Co. C, 42 )lass. i
enlisted at Roxbury, St'pt. 20, 1862; discharged, disability, June
21, 1868. He lived a short time in this town, and died in Boston,
}lass., April 27, 1880.
McQuaTttN, IIENRY H., born in Plymouth, 1886; musician; 2 Brigade,
1 Div., 2 Army Corps; enlisted for three years, Dec. 29, 1868;
diRcharged June 30, 1865. Always lived in Plymouth, where he
died Oct. 81, 1901.
MBRRILL, ARTBHUB W., hom in Groton, 1884; Co. H, Fourteenth;
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enlisted Aug. 15, 1862; dleobarged July 8, 1865. At the time or
enlistment he wu living in Plymouth.
MmuuLL, GKOaoli W., born in Groton, 1841; Co. C, Fift.h; enlisted
Sept. 10, 1861; wounded Deo. 13, 1862, at Fredericksburg, Va.;
corporal; wounded June 3, 1864, at Cold Harbor, Va.; discharged
Oct. 29, 1864.
M:u:atLL, Lur w., born in Plymouth, 1842; Co. B, Fift.h Vermont
Infantry; enlisted Sept. 3, 1861; wounded and captured June 29,
1868, and died or wounds, a prisoner, July 6, 1862. He waa a
son or Lemuel Merrill.
:MBJUULL, Oeo.u F., born in Plymoo,h, 1840; Capt. Chapman's Company, three months' recruit, 1861; also Co. I, Firat N. E. Cavalry i
enlisted Oct. 31, 1861 ; wounded at Front Royal, Va., May SO, 1862;
captured at Mountville, Va., Oct. 31, 1862; paroled; wounded
severely at Middleboro', Va., June 18, 1868; re-enlisted Jan. 2,
1864; oorporal, sergeant; discharged July 16, 1865. He removed
to Omaha, Neb.
MDRILL, RocKwooD G., born in Plymouth, 1840; Co. B, FiReenth;
enlisted on the quota or Plymouth, Sept. 8, 1862; principal muei·
clan; discharged Aug. 13, 1868. He lived in Plymouth at time of
enlistment, and died in Bridgewater, Aug. 25, 1868.
Ma:aaiLL, W.u.Tm A., born in Worcester, Mass., 1848; Co. A, Sixth;
enlisted at Plymouth, Nov. 2, 1861; died, disease, at Washington,
D. C., Jau. 18, 1862. At time of enlistment be lived iu l)lymouth.
MuarLL, W AL't&R R., born in Campton, 1882 ; Co. A, Sixth ; enlisted
on the quota or Plymouth, Aug. 11, 1862; ~ortally wounded at
Fredericksburg, Va., Deo. 18, 1862, and died Dec. 21, 1862. He
lived in Plymouth, almost continuously, from 1855 until his death.
MITCHELL, Gxoaos K., born in Plymouth, 1888; Co. A, Sixth; enliat.od
on the quota of Plymouth, Oct. 19, 1861; died, disease, at Roanoke
Island, N. C., Apa·il 16, 1862. Always lived in Plymouth.
MrrousLL, Joux, born in England, 1840; Co. F, Sixth; a recruit; enlisted on the quota of Plymouth, Deo. 81, 1868; deserted at Camp
Nelson, Ky., Jan. 81, 1864.
:MlTOHKLL, JoasPB L, born In Boston, Mass., 1841; Co. B, 29 Mus.
Infantry; enlisted at Boston, .May a, 1861; sergeant; discharged
May 14, 1864. He has lived in Plymouth since 1881.
Mrrouu.L, LEw1s, born in Canada, 1880; Co. H, Fourteenth; enlisted
on the quota of Plymouth, Aug. 12, 1862 ; captured at Cedar Creek,
Va., Oct. 19, 186'; paroled J.<'eb. 17, 1865; died in U.umncy,
March 16, 1866. He lived in Plymouth and vicinity about six yean
previous to enlisLment.
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MtTCIIELL, RoBERT W., bont In Brookline, Mass., 1881; Co. L, Firat
Mass. Cavalry; enlisted Jan. 4, 1864; discharged June 26, .1866.
The family removed to Plymouth, 1888. He lived in Plymouth
much of the time until 1886. He died in Sacramento, Cal., Oct. 20,

1887.
MoRAN, JonN, born in Ireland, 1842; unassigned recruit; enlisted on
the quota of Plyf~!outh, Feb. 10, 1866. He was a private In Fourteenth as late as Feb. 21, 1865. No further record.
MoRGAN, ANI>RP:\V J., born In Bridgewater, 1887; Co. B, Fifteenth;
enlisted on the quota of Plymouth, Sept. 4, 1862; discharged Aug.
18, 1868; resided in Plymouth at time of enlistment.
MoRGAN, EDWIN J., born in Bridgewater, 1886; Co. B, Fifteenth ;
enlisted on the quota of Plymouth, Sept. 4, 1862; discharged Aug.
18, 1863. Resided In Plymouth at time of enlistment.
MoRToN, FnANK, born In Concord, Vt., 1846; Co. G, 17 Vermont
lnf.; enlisted nt Kirby, Vt., Feb. 16, 18M; corporal; discharged
July 14, 1865. Be removed to Plymouth, 1877, and is here
residing.
)losEs, I>AVJD P., born in Alexandria, 1848; Co. G, Firat Heavy Artillery; enlisted on the quota of Plymouth, Aug. 29, 1864; mustered out June 15, 1865.
Mucmrong, ALoNzo D., horn in Orford, 1840; Co. I, Sixth; enlisted at
Orford, Nov. 80, 1861; discharged, disability, at Annapolis, Md.,
Ap1il 9, 1862. Lived In Campton several yeare, and ·now In Holderness. He Is one of the physicians of Plymouth.
MuuGP:TT1 A,rnnosR H., born in Sandwich, 1826; Co. E, TwelfLh; enlisted on the quota of Holderness, Sept. 1, 1862; discharged, disability, nt Concord, Oct. 10, 18M. He lived in Plymouth, 1870-82;
removed to Lakeport.
NELSON, JA•rv.s C., born in Plymouth, 1888; Co. C, Twelfth; enlisted
on the quota of Hebron, Ang. 22, 1862; corporal and sergeant;
wounded at Chancelloraville, Va., )[ay 8, 1868; commissioned flrat
lieutenant, Co. I, 82 Infantry, colored, Feb. 26, 1864; discharged,
disability, Sept. 8, 1864. A Free Baptist minister. (Bee Vol II.)
NELSON, JoSEPII n., born in Plymouth, 1842; Co. B, Fifteenth; enlisted
0':' tbc quota or Hebron, Sept. 8, 1862; died, disease, at Port Hudson,
La., July 9, 1868.
NVTrtNG, THEODORR V., born tn Plymouth, 1887; Co. A, Sixth; enlisted
on the quota of Plymouth, Oct. U, 1861 ; corporal; captured at
Pot>lar Springs Church, Va., Sept. 80, 186• ; died in rebel prison at
Salisbury, N.C., Dec. 31, 186•. He was also one of the supernumerary recruits, 1861.
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Otmwu, GBOBGJ: T., born In Warner, 1M2; Oo. D, Eleventh; enlisted
on the quota of Warner, Aug. 28, 1862; wounded at Spot.taylvania,
Va., May 12, 1864; discharged June 4, 1865. He lived in Plymouth from 1866 until 1885, when he removed to California.
O'SULLIV.A.•, MloaA.u., born in Ireland, 1828; Co. F, Tenth; enlisted on
the quota of Plymouth, Aug. 22, 1862; killed at Cold Harbor, Va.,
JuneS, 1864.
P.A.OJ:, .IJu. :M., bom in Westfield, Vt., 1840; Co. F, 881(aaa.; enlisted at
Lowell, Aug. 6, 1862, for three years; discharged June 11, 1865.
He lived in Plymouth from 1887 until his death, Nov. 27, 1894.
Pu11aa, L~:~~mu., born In Campton, 1836; Co. C, First N. H. Cavalry;
enllated on the quota of Plymouth, A(arch 80, 1864 ; discharged at
Concord, :May 17, 1865. He lived In Plymouth from 1862 to 1869;
removed to Campton.
P.6.1Utu1 ADDuo• A., born In Boston, :Maea., 1889; Co. D, Fourth; enlisted July 26, 1861; wagoner; re-enlisted Feb. 17, 1864; discharged
Aug. 28, 1866. He lived in this town a few years and removed
to Centre Harbor. In town record his name sometimes is written
Addison 0. Parker.
P.6.1UtU, Cmma L., born in Coucord, VL, 1888; Co. B, Sixth; enlisted
on the quota of Woodstock, Sep~ 21, 1861; corporal; discharged, disability, at New York, Nov. 26, 1862. He lived in Plymouth several
yean, later in Woodstock; died June 6, 1902.
P.utKJ:a, JosBPB, born in England, 1888; U. S. Navy from 1861 to 1864,
and subsequenLly 9 N. Y. H. A. He baa lived In Plymouth since
1892.
PmouJUM, J UITUS B., born in Plymouth, 1844; Co. B, Fifteenth ; enlisted
on the quota of Plymouth, Sept. 12, 1862; mortally wounded at
Port Hudson, La., :May 27, 1868; died at New Orleans, La., June
16, 1868. The Justus B. Penniman Poe" G. A. R., renews his
memory.
PII:Ullla, JoBlf E., born in Salem, :Mass., 1837; 181 Penn. Infantzy;
enlisted for nine months, Aug. 2, 1862 ; diacbarged a1 expiradoo
of term of service ; participated in batLlea of Antietam, Frederic:bburg, and Chancellorsville. He baa lived in I>tymoutb sioce 1897.
(See Vol. II, p. 648.)
PaVDB, Almuw J., born in Franklin, 1836 ; Co. A, Seventh ; ealWed
on tho quota of Plymouth, a recroi" Oct. 27, 1868; eaptured at
Olustee, Fla., Feb. 20, 18M ; died in rebel prison at AndenooYille, Ga., Nov. 6, 1864. The family removed to Plymouth in 18ii.
Plm.BBIOK, HIRAM C., born in Plymouth, 1840; Co. D, Twell\h; eabst.ed
on \be quota or Sanborntoo, Aug. 11, 1862; corporal; wounded a&
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Gettysburg, Pa., July 2, 1863; discharged June 21, 1865. He lived
in Plymouth in youth, and from 1866 to 1900. Now resides in
Georgia.
Pntz, CnniSTOPBER C., born in Plymouth, 1882; Fifth N. Y. Infantry;
transferred to U N. Y. Cavalry; he waa wounded severely at
Gaines' .Mills, June I, 1864:, and len. for dead upon the field. He
wu promoted and waa a major when discharged, Nov. 27, 1866.
He resides in Easton, Pa.
POTTv.R, IIAnmsoN, born in Maine, 1820; Co. K, Seventh; enlisted on the
quota of l'lymout.b, a recruit, Oct. 29, 1868; discharged at Concord,
Juno 22, 1865.
Pav.STON, JoHN A., born in Rumney, 1830; Co. H, Fourteenth; enlisted
on tho quota of Plymouth, Aug. 14:, 1862; died, disease, at Wasltington, D. C., Aug. 16, 1864:. He removed to Plymouth, 1867.
Pmr:sT, Cu•unNoa, born in Lisbon, 184:8; Co. H, Eighth; e!llisted at
Lisbon, Nov. 2, 1861; wounded at Labadieville, La., Oct. 27,
1862; discharged, wounds, Oct. 7, 1868. He removed to Plymouth,
1896.
PnonRN, AuouSTE, born in France, 184:2 ; Co. B, Seventh; enlisted on
the quota of Plymouth, Oct. 80, ta63; died, disease, at Portsmouth
Gro,•e, R. 1., Nov. 21, 1864:.
REED, .JosEPH W., born 184:0; colored; Co. D, 64: Mass. InC.; enlisted
on t.be quota of Woreester, Alaas., for three years, Dec. 3, 1863 ;
deserted March, 1865; apprehended June, 1865; name &(>pears on
roll dated Aug. 20, 1865, awaiting sentence. At time of enlistment
he was residing in Plymouth.
RICUARDSoN, ASA, born in Pembroke, Aug. 16, 1809; Co. G, Sixth; enlisted nt Newport, Oct. 10, 1861; wagoner; discharged, disability,
Dec. 2, 1862. On rolls his age in 1861 is given as forty-three because
he wl\8 above forty-five, the age limiL He waa the oldest soldier in
this list. Bo removed from Newport to Plymouth, and here died,
Nov. 18, 1884:. One daughter was the wife of Iliram Sherman
Woodbury of Plymouth, and one the wife of Martin V. Dickey.
His only son died in the service.
RoBERTS, l~DMUND, born in South Hampton, a., 184:4 ; Co. G, 88..U.
Jnf., colored, enlisted on the quota of Plymouth, Aug. 18, 1864;
discharged at Indianola, Tex., June 25, 1867.
RomE, Wu.LJAM J., born in Plymouth, 184:6; 60 Maas. Inf.; enlisted
July 16, 1864; discharged Nov. 80, 1864. He lived in Plymouth
until1880; now resides in Richmond, Ind.
RooERI5, NATHANIEL P., born in Plymouth, 1838; musician; Fourth;
enlisted at. Gilford as first class musician, Sept. 7, 1861; discharged,
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dltabi11ty, at Hilton Head, S. C., Dec. 26, 1861. He reaides at
Michigan City, Ind.
Boous, Tat8TJLUI, born Waldon, v~. 1888; Fourth Regiment; appointed
aaaiatAnt surgeon, Dec. 1, 18M. 'fhe appointment waa declined.
He baa pnwtlted medicine in Plymouth since 1811.
RU88&LL, WILLIA.X A., born in Thornton, 1841 ; Co. D, Sixth; enlisted
on the quota of Thornton, Oct. 21, 1861; discharged, diaabiliLy, a\
Providence, R. 1., Sep~ 16, 1862. He lived in Plymouth, 1870-88;
now resides in David City, Neb.
Rux, JAXBS, born in Canada, 1848; U.S. Navy, landsman; enlisted on
the quota of Plymouth for three years, March 2, 1865 ; served on
U. S. steamers "Ohio" and "Paol Jones." He deserted Sept. 24,
1866.
Rux, JAJ~BB 8., born in Plymouth, 1842; Co. A, Sixth; enlisted on tbe
quota of Plymouth, Oc~ 14, 1861 ; corporaL He resided in Lowell,
Maaa., and in Rumney. He died at Lowell, Feb. U, 1903.
8Anou, Cu.uu.a A., born in Gilford, 18"; Co. F, Ninth; enlisted on
. the quota or Gilford, July 81, 1862; DO reoord of discharge. He
lived a few years iil Plymouth.
SUBou, CaJ.BLU E., born in Sanbornton, 1828; Co. C, Filth; enlisted
Sep~ 18, 1861; discharged, disability, March 10, 1862; Co. A,
Eighteenth ; enlisted on the quota of Plymouth, Sept. 8, 1864 ; discharged June 10, 1865. He lived in Plymouth, 1856-78, when
be returned to Campton.
SUBou, WILLIAM J., born in Fremont, 18U ; Co. I, Fifth; enlisted at
·
New Hampton, Oc~ 17, 1861 ; wounded at Savage St., Va., June 29,
and at Antietam, Sept. 17, 1862 ; discharged at Baltimore, disability, Dec. 18, 1862; also Co. M, Second Maaa. H. A.; enlisted Nov.
24, 1868, for three years; discharged, diaability, at Beaufort, N.C.,
May 27, 1866. He lived in Plymouth from 1874 near 'he date of
his death. He died at Soldiers' Home in Tilton, Dec. 25, 1901.
8.6.BGB1ft', Ss:noA, hom in Thornton, 1842; Co. A, Sixth; enlisted at
Thornton, Oct. 15, 1861, corporal; re-enlisted Dec. 21, 1868, aer·
geant; discharged July 18, 1865. He It a brother of WilUam M.
Sargent of the Thirteenth. lie lived in Thornton, in l~lymouth,
1872-78, and now resides in Ashland.
S•aoBNT, WALTBB H., hom in Boscawen, 1825; Co. H, Fonrteen&b, aeoond lieutenant., Oct. 9, 1862; drat lieutenant, Co. D, Nov. 1, 1868;
twice wounded, and captured a' Opequan, Va., Sept. 19, 1864;
paroled Oc~ 7, 1864; discharged, diaability, Jan. 18, 1865. He
lived a abort time in Bridgewater, and 1886 and 1886 in Plymouth.
He died in Concord, Nov. 24, 1896.
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SARGENT, WtLLIAM M., born in Thornton, 1834; an unusigned volunteer; also Co. C, Thirteenth ; enlisted on tbe quota of Thornton,
Aug. 20, 1862; discharged, disability, Nov. 4, 1868. He lived in
Thornton a few years after the war, and in Plymouth. Hie wife
was buried in this town in February, 1877. He removed to Essex
Junction, Vt.
SAwnn, Or.tnn M., born In Plymouth, 1839; Co. E, First; enlisted at
NMbna for three months, April 19, 1861, sergeant; captured near
l'oint of Rocke, lid., July 14, 1861; released June 8, 1862; diecharged Juno 18, 1862; also Co. I, Thirteenth; enlisted on the
quota of Nashua, Aug. 80, 1862, first sergeant; second lieutenant,
Nov. 15, 1862; first lieutenant, July 16, 1864; resigned March 10,
1865. Remo,·ed to Hastings, Minn.
Scorr, GEonoz HALE, born in Bakersfield, Vt., 1889; Co. G, 18 Vermont; enlisted Sept. 11, 1862, for nine months; sergeant; discharged ,July 21, 1863. Ordained a Congregational minister, 1878,
and pastor or the Congregational Church in Plymouth, 1878-81 ;
now pMtor of Congregational Church in Atkinson.
SEAYET, CARLOS n., born in Tunbridge, VL, 1884; Co. A, Sixth; enlisted at Plymouth, Oct. a, 1861; corporal; discharged, disability,
at Philadelphia, Pa., Dec. 17, 1862.
SmNN, QUILLEN H., born in West Virginia, 1845 ; Third and Twelfth
Virginia, in U. S. se"lce; enlisted 1861 and discharged in June,
1865; wounded in 1862 anct a prisoner at Belle Isle, Va. He was
pastor of the Universalist Church or Plymouth, 1881-86.
SlnTn, AunmT S., born in Wentworth, 1842; Co. F, First Vermont;
enlisted May 2, 1861, three months; discharged Aug. 16, 1861 ;
also Co. I, Sixth; enlisted at Wentworth, Nov. 18, 1861; corporal;
wounded severely at Antietam, Md., Sept. 17, 1862; re-enlisted on
the quota of Rumney, Dec. 24, 1868; discharged July 17, 1866. On
military record his name is Albert Smith. He lived in Plymouth,
1889-96. Removed to Fitzgerald, Ga.
SMITn, ALFRED L., born In Nantucket, Mass., 1828; Co. A, Sixth; enlisted on the quota of Plymouth, Nov. 8, 1861; sergeant; commissioned second lieutenant, Nov. 1, 1862; discharged, disability, Dec.
21, 1868. He removed to Plymouth, 1858, and resided here several
years. He died in Newfield, Me., Nov. 2, 1885.
SMrrn, BBMJAMIN F., born in New Hampton, 1884; Co. G, FirsL N. H.
H. A.; enlisted on the quota of PlymooLh for one year, Sept. 6,
1864; discharged at Concord, May 19, 1866. He removed to
Plymouth in 1892 and here died Aug. 14, 1903. He was a brother
of Obadiah G. Smith.
'f'OL.L-3,
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Da~:o, born in Virginia, 18«; Co. G, 88 U. S. Infantr}·,
colored; enlisted on the quota of Plymouth, Aug. 18, 1864; discharged at Indianola, Tex., Jan. 26, 1867. In 1896 be was living
in Portsmouth, Va.
8KrTR, Euuu L., born in Brookfield, Vt., 1828; Co. B, Sixth; enlisted
at Haverhill, Sept. 14, 1861 ; sergeant; discharged at Wuhlngt.on,
disability, Deo. 1, 1862. He removed to Plymouth, 1872, and is
here residing.
SIIITB, GBOBGB W., born Bath, 18M; Co. I, Fifth; enlisted at Plymouth, Oct. 8, 1861 ; re-enlisted Jan. 1, 1864 ; transferred to Co. H.,
Jan. 18, 1864:; wagoner; diacbarged June 28, 1866.
8111TH, lL:aBT, born in Norway, 1843; U.S. Navy; enlisted on the quota
of Plymouth tor three yeara, March 8, 1866 ; aened on U. S. steamers
"Ohio," "Marblehead," and " Marlon"; deserted Dec. 7, 1866.
SMITH, Huar, born in New York, 1828; Co. C, Seventh; enlisted on
the quota of Plymouth, Oct. 80, 1868 ; substitute ; diacbarged, July
20, 1866.
SKITB, Is.u.o, born in Virginia, 1844: ; Co. G, 88 U. S. Infantry,
colored; enlisted on the quota of Plymouth, Aug. 18, 1864:; discharged at Indianola, Tex., Jan. 26, 1867.
81flTB, JAMa, born in Pennsylvania, 1888; Co. H, Seventh; enlistod
on theqaota of Plymouth, Dec. 29, 1863; deserted at Staten Ialand,
N. Y., Nov. 12, 1864. ,
Sxnu, JouM, born In New Hampshire, 1842; Co. G, Seventh; enlisted
on the quota of Plymouth, Oct. SO, 1868 ; corporal ; diacbarged July
20, 1866. At the date of enlistment. be was residing in Bath.
8KITB, Ouou.u G., born in Groton, 1842; Co. G., Firat N. H. Cavalry;
enlisted tor one year on the quota of Plainfield, Aug. 18, 1864:; farrier; discharged at Washington, D. C., June 6, 1865. Bemo'f'ed to
Plymouth, 1865 ; died here Feb. 4, 1906.
SKITB, Taoxu, born in London, England, 1840; Co. K, Third; en- .
listed on the quota of Plymouth, Feb. 11, 1866 ; corporal; discharged July 20, 1866.
SPID&Y, DANDL J., born in Plymouth, 1889; Co. K, Thirteenth; eolisted on the quota of Portsmouth, Aug. 16, 1862; sergeant; diacharged, disability, at Falmouth, Va., Feb. 6, 1868.
8POJUSnBLD1 FII\RDil(AMD C., born in Roxbury, lfaas., ]84(. j Co. K,
89 Maas. Infantry; enlisted at Woburn, Aug. 22, 1862; discharged, disability, June 20, Ui65. He removed to Plymouth,
1877, and lived here over twenty yeara; removed to Worcester,
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quota ot Plymouth, a recruit, Dec. 80, 1868; wounded at the
W llderness, Va., May 6, 186-1 ; reported absent, J oly 17, 186-1.
STEARNS, CHARLtts E., born in Plymouth, 1889; enlisted in 1868 in a
Massachusetts regiment. He lived in Plymouth until the dat.e of
enlistment, but not suhscquently.
STEARNs, RICHARD G., born in Plymouth, 1888; Co. E, Twelfth; enlisted on the quota of Plymouth, Aug. 22, 1862; wounded at
Cbancellorsville, Va., May 8, 1868; discharged June 21, 1866.
Always lived in Plymou~. He died Feb. 7, 1898.
STEVENS, NoRMAN CuRTis, )1. D., born in Plainfield, 1816; aened wilh
the army in Virginia as an assistant or contract surgeon. He was a
physician in Plymouth from 18-12 to 18-17.
STRAW, DANIEL D., born in Plymouth, 1887; Co. A, Sixth; enlisted at
Plymouth, Nm;. 18, 1861? discharged, disability, at Concord, Nov.
25, 1862. lie lived in Plymouth nnt.ll after senice in the army,
when he removed to Franklin.
STRAW," RALPH W., horn in Plymouth, 1848; Co. H, Fourth; enlisted
Sept. 2, 1861; discharged Sept. 20, 1861, He subsequently sened
in Co. D, First Vt. Ca,•alry; enlisted as Ralph W. Merrill, Oct. 2,
1861; killed In action May 24, 1862.
Swr..Tr, SYLVESTER, born in Bristol, 1881 ; Co. C, Twelfth; enlisted on
the quota of Bristol, Aug. 18, 1862; wounded severely at Gettysbnrg, July 2, 1868; transrerred to 52 Co., 2 Battalion, V. R. C.,
May 1, 1865; discharged at Philadelphia, July 7, 1865. He has
lived in Plymouth since 1867.
THOMPSON, JoHN L., born in Plymouth, 1835; First IlL L.A., 1861; Co.
K, First N. E. Cavalry; commissioned first lieutenant, Oct. 9, 1861,
captnin, Dec. 8, 1861, major, July 8, 1862, lieutenant-colonel, July 11,
1862; resigned March 2-1, 1864; I<'irst N.H. Cavalry; oommiBBioned
colonel, ldal't'h 17, 1864, brevet brigadier-general, U. S. Volunteers,
March 13, 1865; discharged July 15, 1865. He died in Chicago, Ill.,
Jao. 81, 1888.
THURSTON, FRANK. J., born in Plymouth, 1886; Co. D, I<'oorth; enlisted
at Thornton, Sept. 17, 1861; discharged, disability, at St. Augustine
!<'Ia., May 8, 1862; Co. E, Eighteenth; enlisted on the quota ot
Thornton for one year, Sept. 20, 1864; discharged June 10, 1866.
He lives in Woodstock. He was a brother of Horace L. Thurston
of Campton and or Martha Ellen Thurston, the last wife ot Drury
Fairbank Cummings.
TuCK.aa, HENRY M., born in Bridgewater; Co. B, 19 MaBB. Int.; enlisted
Aug. 26, 1861, three years; discharged, disability; Jan. 16, 1868 ;
also l<'irst Co. N. H. H. A.; enlisted on the quota ot .Thornton,
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May 16, 1868; discharged Sept. 11, 1865. He Is a brother of Hoeee
G. 1'ucker. He formerly resided in this town.
TuOK.aa, Moau G., born in Hebron, 1842; unassigned volunteer, 1861;
Co. I, Fourth; enlisted on the quota or Plymouth, Sept. 8, 1861;
r&-enlistec.t Feb. 24, 1864; wounded at Drewry's Blufl', Va., May 16,
1864 ; sergeant; discharged Aug. 28, 1866. He was a resident of
Plymouth, 1868-88; now resides in Ashland.
TuPPER, WILLIAM H., born in East. Haddam, Conn., 1888; Co. A, Sinh;
enlisted at Holderneaa, Dee. 9, 1861; wounded at Bull Run, Va.,
Aug. 29, 1862; diacharged, disability, at Newark, N.J., Dec. 81,
1862. (See VoL II, p. 688.) He has lived in Plymauth since
1880.
Trna, Jlt88a, born in Benton, 1827; Firat Mau. H. A.; enlisted at
Peabody, Mass., 1862; artiftoer; discharged July 8, 1864. He was
a ~aldent of Plymouth from 1885 to 1902. He died in Warren,
April16, 1908.
TnuB, Tnoxu, born in Scotland, 1846; Co. H, Firat N. H. Cavalry;
enlisted on the quota or Derry, July 26, 1864; corporal; dfs.
charged July 16, 1866. He was subsequently a Methodist minister,
and was appointed to Plymouth, 1887, 1888, 1889. He now
preaches in Stafford Springe, Conn.
UPHAM, Haor W., horn in Melrose, Mass., 1847; Co. K, Firat N. H.
Cavalry; enlisted on the quota or Plymouth, March 21, 1865; discharged July US, 1866.
W.u», J.uuts Ons, born in Plymouth, 1844; Co. H, Fourteenth; enlisted
on the quota or Campton, Aug. H, 1862 ; wounded at Opequan,
Va., Sept. 19, 1864; discharged July 8, 1866. He has lived in
Campton since 1860.
W .umu, JJUlRr, born in South Hampton, Va., 1846; Co. G, 88 U. S.
Int., colored; enlisted on the quota of Plymouth, Aug. 18, 1864;
died, disease, at Brazos Santiago, Tex., Oct. 11, 1866.
WATSON, CHARLu, born in Michigan, 1840; Co. E, Seventh; enlisted on
the quota of Plymouth, Dec. 28, 1864; captured May 18, 1864 i
exchanged in December, 18G4; turlougbed Deo. 18, 1864.
W&BBBU, SIMON M., born in Plymouth, 1827; Co. A, Sixth; en·
listed in Rumney, Oct. 21, 1861; discharged, disability, at Newborne, N. C., June 24, 1862. He died in Rumney, March 16,
1878.
WuSTu, El.BRJDGB E., born in Plymouth, 1828; Co. D, Firat N. H.
Cavalry; enlisted on the quota of Gilford for one year, Feb. 21,
1866; discharged July 16, 1865. He died in Lakeport, April 19,
1878.
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WKBsT&a, ELISHA A., hom in Maine, 1840; First Maine Cavalry; wounded
June 15, 1864; discharged Dec. 20, 1864. He removed to Plymouth
in 1880 and to Rumney in 1898.
WEBSTER, IIENRT, born in Plymouth, 1840; Co. B, FU\eenth; enlisted
on the quota or Plymouth, Sept. 15, 1862; discharged Aug. 18,
1868.
WKDGEWOOD, CnARt.Jts E., hom in Boston, Mass., 1846; Co. G, First
N. II. H. A.; enlisted on the quota of Plymouth for one year,
Aug. 81, 1864; discharged June 15, 1865.
Wxr.cn, Wn.r.rAat D., born in Plymouth, 1884; Co. E, 'l'welrth; enlisted
on the quota of Holderness, Aug. 15, 1862; wounded seven times at
Cold Harbor, Va., JuneS, 1864; discharged, disability, from U. 8.
llospitnl in Manchester, May 29, 1865.
WEsCOTI'1 GuSTINE M., hom in Danbury, 1884; Co. F, Ninth; enlisted on
the quota of Manchester, June 18, 1862 ; wounded at Antietam, Md.
Sept. 17, 1862; discharged, disability, Nov. 5, 1862; also 69 Co.,
2 Battalion, V. R. C.; enlisted on the quota of Rumney, Jan. 1,
1864. He lived in Plymouth, 1868-74; removed to Rumney.
'WUKEt.ER, WtLr.IAM II., born in Plymouth, 1840; Co. C, 16 Mass. Inf.;
enlisted July 2, 1861, for three years; re-enlisted Dec. 26, 1868;
commissioned seconcllieutenant, July 6. 186-i; transferred to 11 Battalion, Mass. In f., July 11, 186-i; first lieutenant, Oct. 9, 186-i;
captain, July 11, 1865; not mtrstered; di1.1charged as first lieutenant,
July 26, 1865. He lived in Plymouth until be entered the service;
all.er the wa1· be lived in Fitchburg, Mass. He died in Lunenburg,
Mass., April5, 1904. (See Vol. II.)
WmTK, H~ttcnT A., born Winchendon, Mass., 18-i6; Co. I, First N. H.
II. A.; enlisted Sept. 3, 1864; discharged June 1~, 1865. He Is a
passenger conductor, D. & M. Railroad, and bas lived in Plymouth
since 18i4.
WJGnT, ELt liELLEN, born Bethel, Me., 18U; he was an assistant sur·
geon, 1865-66. He lh•ed in Plymouth, 1862-64.
Wn.u.u rs, GEORGE, born in Utica, N. Y., 18-i7; Co. C, 105 N. Y. In·
fnntry ; sergeant. He lived in Plymouth several years, and here
died, )larch 19, 1895; buried in Trinity Cemetery.
WILSON, GouooN S., born in Salisbury, 1841; Co. G, Second :Mass.;
enlisted for three years, May 25, 1861; killed at Gettysburg, Pa.,
July 3, 1868. Tbe family removed from Salisbury to Plymouth in
11J56. (See Vol II, p. 755.)
W ooonuar, W oo&TER E., born in Campton, 1836; Co. C, Thirteenth;
enlisted on the quota of Campton, Aug. 18, 1862; severely wounded
at Cold llarbor, Va., June 3, 186(; corporal; discbo.rged June
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11, 1866. Be Jtved In Plymouth, 1874.-82, when be returned to
Campton.
WoBTBn, GJtOBGK E., born In Lowell, Maaa., 1848; Co. E, Twelfth;
enlisted on the quota of Plymouth, Aug. a, 1862; corporal, sergeant, ftret lieutenant, Oct. 28, 1864; transferred to Co. C ; mustered
out June 21, 1865. In 1861 be waa a reaident of Plymouth, and
is now or Lowell, Maaa.
WoBTBu, Gaoaaa W., born in Candia, 18.,5; Co. C, Eleventh; enlisted
on the quota or Concord, Ang. 7, 1862; wounded at Frederickaburg, Va., Dec. 18, 1862; corpot·al; diecbarged June 4, 1865. The
family removed from Candia to Plymouth, 1887. He died in Con·
cord, Jan. 7, 1886.
WRIGHT, Ruaa.uB 0., born Johnstown, N.Y., 1846; Co. II, N.H.
H. A.; enlisted at Conconl for one year, Aug. 24, 1864; diecharged Juno 15, 1865. Be removed to Plymouth, 1879, and lived
here four years. He died Oct. 24, 1888.
Yotnl'e, WILLIAX H. H., bor,n in Canterbury, 1841; Co. I, Fourth; enlisted on the quota of Plymouth, Sept. 8, 1861 ; nHnlisted on the
quota of Haverhill, Feb. 24, 18M; corporal ; killed at mine exploaion, Petersburg, Va., July 80, 1864. He lived in Plymouth from
1846 uutil his death.
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XXXIII. FRATERNAL SOCIETIES.

F

REEMASONS.- Thomas W Thompson, the gran'd master of
the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire, granted a special dispensation for a Masonic Lodge at Plymouth, April 27, 1803. In
July following an informal meeting was held in this town, at which
Rev. Isaac Root was chosen a committee to make application for a
charter. His mission was successful, and a charter to the Olive
Branch Lodge, No. 16, of Plymouth, was granted July 27, 1803.
In 1800 Col Samuel Wells built a substantial and commodious
house upon the south side of the highway leading from Plymouth
Village to Rumney, and about two miles west of the viiiage. Here
was a popular inn about thirty years. As originally constructed,
there was a hall or audience room upon the ~nd floor, and
here the Olive Branch Lodge were accustomed to hold stated
meetings several years. The house, with many fertile acres, has
been O\vned and occupied by Thomas Clark and his children since
1840.
The Olive Branch Lodge, No. 16, of Free and Accepted Masons
was constituted, and officers were installed in October, 1803.
Tho Grand Lodge records the date as Tuesday, October 25, and
the local records of the lodge assert the installation occurred
Wednesday, October 26. The charter members were Rev. Robert
Fowle, Rev. Isaac Root, William Webster, William White, Dr.
Jonathan Robbins, Crisp B. Noyes, Daniel Ladd, Peter McQuesten, Moses Lewis, Israel W. Kelley, Moses Keiley, and Benjamin Tolford. Of these William Webster, Dr. Jonathan Robbins,
Crisp B. Noyes, Daniel Ladd, and Peter McQuesten were residents of Plymouth, and are frequently and honorably mentioned
in the annals of the town. Rev. Robert Fowle was the Epiaoopal
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clergyman of Holderness, and one of the trustees of Holmes Ply·
mouth Academy. The residence of Rev. Isaac Root is unknown.
William White was a prominent citir.en of Wentworth. CoL
Moses Lewis was a merchant and active in business affairs, resid·
ing in Bridgewater, now BristoL He was the father of Rufus G.
Lewis, a donor and trustee of H'olmes Plymouth Academy.
Israel W. Kelley, son of CoL Moses Kelley, was hom in Goffae
town, Jan. 4, 1778. He married, Aug. 7, 1801, Rebecca
Fletcher, a daughter of Rev. Elijah and Rebecca (Chamberlain)
Fletcher, and a sister of Grace Fletcher, the wife of Daniel
Webster. He lived in Bridgewater a short time, removing to
Salisbury, 1803, and later to Concord. Moses Kelley, probably
a brother of Israel W. Kelley, was an innholder and the first
postmaster of Bridgewater Village (now Bristol). Benjamin Tol·
ford, the last of the charter members, was of Alexandria, and a
descendant of John Tolford, one of the founders of Londonderry.
The lodge held regular meetings at the Wella house until 1816.
In the meantime Nathan Harris had erected a hall on Highland
Street, on the site of the house of the late Emerson 0. Gitchell,
and to this hall the lodge removed and here held regular meetings
until 1830, when the active life of the organization for nearly
thirty years was suspended.
In 1815 the number of master masons was forty-one, and in
1830 the membership had increased to :fifty-three.
During this period twelve masters presided : Rev. Robert Fowle of Holderneee, 1808, 1804, 1805, 1828, 1824.
Col. William Webster or Plymouth, 1806, 1816, 1816, 1819.
Dr. Timothy Tilton or Bridgewater, 1807, 1810, 1811.
Crisp B. Noyes of Plymouth, 1808.
Col• .Moees Lewis of Bridgewater, 1809.
Daniel Smiley, Esq., of Plymouth, 1812, 1817.
Isaac Stafford of Plymouth, 1818, 1814:.
Joseph Shepard of Holderneee, 1818, 1826.
Dr. Jonathan Robbins of Plymouth, 1820.
Dr. Thomas Whipple of Wentworth, 1821.
Samuel C. Webster, Esq., of Plymouth, 1822, 1826, 1827, 1828.
William Thornton of Thornton, 1829.
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The history of Masonry in this country during the Morgan era
is well known, and forms an important chapter in the annals of
the order. Many of the established lodges became extinct, others
were temporarily suspended, and only a minority continued work
and organization without interruption. The Olive Branch Lodge
was inactive from 1830 to 1858, and in the meantime the charter
was surrendered to the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire. This
feature of the history of the lodge is ably and intelligently discussed in an address by Hon. Alvin Burleigh at the centennial
nnniversnry, 1903. The lodge was reorganized in 1858. A
petition for tho restoration of the suspended charter, signed by
Isaac Stafford, Winthrop Merrill, Peter Hobart, John Webber,
John Fuller, Uriah Colburn, Denison R. Burnham, James B.
Moody, Nathaniel F. Draper, and George W. Prescott was preferred Aug. 26, 1858. The charter was returned and the lodge
restored September 18, and the first meeting was held Oct. 19,
1858. The brethren who first were admitted after the restoration
of the charter were Hiram Clark of Plymouth, Thomas P. Cheney
of Holderness, and Edward H. Colby of Plymouth. Demits were
granted, Nov. 8, 1850, by the lodge to Thomas P. Cheney, Thomas
N. Hughes, James M. Thompson, Andrew 0. Baker, and John
Fuller, who obtained a charter from the Grand Lodge, and with
other Masons organized Mt. Prospect Lodge at Holderness Village
(now Ashland).
The Olive Branch Lodge occupied a hall in the hotel of Denison
R. Jlurnham, on tlte site of the Pemigewasset House, from 1858
until the hotel was burned, Aug. 29, 1862. In this fire all the
properties of the lodge except the records, and including the
original charter, were consumed. A now hall was furnished on
the third floor of a building of John S. Tufts, where now stands
the drug store of Tufts & Oo. The first meeting in this hall was
assembled Jan. 12, 1863. This building was burned Feb. 3, 1864,
and again the lodge lost all its properties except the records. The
lodge found temporary accommodation in the academy building
and in the courthouse. In 1865 the lodge removed to Cook's Hall,
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in the building now occupied as the Town Hall. In 1879 tbe
lodge removed to Mason and Weeks Hall, in the brick buil<ling at
the comer of Main and Bridge streets, being the hall now occu·
pied jointly by the Patrons of Husbandry and Knights of Pytbias.
Here the lodge assembled and increased in numbers until :March
21, 1889, when it removed to a new and commodious hall, and its
present home in Kidder's Block. The present membership is one
hundred and twenty.
Since the restoration of the charter the lodge baa elected and has
proposed under the supervision of twenty-four masters: John Norris, 1858, 1859.
Jaqtes B . .Moody, 1860.
Henry
Blair, 1861, 1862, 1864.
James L. Rogers, 1863.
Henry S. George, 1865, 1866, 1868, 1877.
Oliver~S • .McQuoaten, 1867.
Hiram Clark, 1869.
Gilmore .McLane Houston, 1870.
Henr.r C. Currier, 1871.
Hiram B. Farnum, 1872.
Alvin Burleigh, 1878, 1874, 1875, 1876, 1879.
Ebenezer K. Blodgett, J878.
Renaelear 0. Wright, 1881, 1882.
Edward W. White, 1888, 1884.
Joseph P. Huckins, 1885.
George H. Adams, 1886, 1887.
Frank H. RolUna, 1888, 1894, 1895.
Davia B. Keniston, 1889, 1890, 1891.
Frank W. Rusaell, 1892, 1898.
Charles W. George, 1896, 1897.
Charles E. Barker, 1898, 1899.
James Frank Gould, 1900, 1901.
George B. Blood, 1902, 1908.
Moody P. Gore, 1904., 1905.

w.

In accord with the spirit of the order, many of the brotherhood
have continued the journey, camping in the balls of the chapter
and the cotmcil
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TnE PEMIOEWABBET CnAPTEB, No. 13, R. A. M. -A dispensation was granted July 4, 1864, by John R. Holland, Grand
High Priest of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons in
New Hampshire, to organize a chapter of Royal Arch Masons to
be cnllcd Pemigcwasset Chapter, No. 13, R. A. :M. The dispen·
sation was issued to the following petitioners: Henry S. George,
Ilirnm Clnrk, John Mason, John G. Langdon, Denison R. Bum·
bam, Dcscvignia S. Burnham, N athanicl F. Draper, James I~.
Rogers, Eli Mellen Wight, Josiah G. Morrison, Rinaldo R. D.
Dearborn, Oliver S. McQuesten, Chase W. Calley, Ebenezer
K. Smith, Charles 0. McQuesten, Thomas L. Flood, Cyrus K.
Kelley, Manson Seavy, Valonts A._ Seavy, Gilmore MeL. Houston,
Henry W. Blair, Thomas P. Cheney, and John Norris. The
dispensation appointed Henry S. George, E. H. P.; Hiram Clark,
E. K. ; and Desevignia S. Burnham, E. S. There is no record of
any meeting from May 5, 1869, to Jan. 5, 1876.
Dna.

1866
1867
1868
18i6
1877
1878
1879
1880
1881
1882
1888
1884
1885
1886
1887
1888
1889
1890
1891
1892
1898

Ban hlwr.

Henry S. George
Hiram Clark
Hiram Clark
JosephS. Morrison
.Toscph S. Morrison
R. R. D. Dearborn
William H. Raymond
William H. Raymond
Marcus L. Emmons
R. 0. Wright
R. 0. Wri@:bt
Henry C. Dearborn
F..dward W. White
Elliot B. Hodge
John F. Maynard
John F. Maynard
George H. Adame
Frank W. Russell
Frank W. Russell
Frank H. Rollins
Frank II. Rollins

KDM,

Hiram Clark
John Mason
John Mason
Manson S. Brown
Josiah G. Morrison
Josiah G. Morrison
Alvin Burleigh
Alvin Burleigh
R. 0. Wright
Henry C. Dearborn
Henry C. Dearborn
Royal A. Chase
John F. Maynard
Joseph P. Huckins
Joseph P. Huckins
Joseph P. H ucklne
Joseph P. Huckins
Joseph P. Huckins
Joseph P. Huckins
Joseph P. Huckins
Joseph P. Huckins

ll!laal-.

John Mason
Cyrus K. Kelley
Cyrus K. Kelley
R. R. D. Dearborn
Manson S. Drown
Manson 8. Brown
Marcus L. Emmons
Marcos L. Emmons
Henry C. Dearborn
Royal A. Chase
Royal A. Chase
F~ward W. White
Elliot B. Hodge
Royal A. Chase
Royal A. Chase
Royal A. Cbase
Royal ·A. Chase
Frank H. Rollins
Frank H. Rollins
Timothy E. Bayley
Timothy E. Bayley

lii8TOBT OJ' PLTXOUTK.
D.r.-.

:a-._..

~

leu&

189-i
1895
1896
1897
1898
1899
1900
1901
1902
1908
1904:
1906

Josiah G. Morrlaon
Davis B. Keniston
Davia B. Keniston
William F. Adame
William F. Adame
William F • .Adams
Charles E. Barker
Charles E. Barker
Cbarloe E. Barker
Charles E. Barker
Charles E. Barker
Charles E. Barker

Timothy E. Bayley
Timothy E. Bayley
TimoLhy E. Bayley
Sceva Speare
Sceva Speare
Charles E. Barker
David H. Hallenbeck
DAvid II. Hallenbeck
David H. Hallenbeck
David H. Hallenbeclt
David H. Hallenbeck
David H. Hallenbeck

Edward P. Warner
Moses A. Batchelder
Mosca A. Batchelder
Charles E. Barker
Charles E. Barker
David H. Hallenbeck
Frederick P. Weeks
!<'roderick P. Weeks
l<'rederick P. Weeka
l<'rederick P. Week&
Frederick P. Weeks
Wm. M. Sweeney

THll O:aooA CoUNCIL, No. 9, R. and S. Y., was instituted at
Littleton, May 15, 1876. A dispensation was granted March 13,
1876, by Oliver 0. Fisher, :M. L, Grand Master of R. and S. l£.
in New Hampshire, to Companions Charles B. Griswold, Samuel
B. Page, Samuel P. Oarbee, George W. Barrett, William A. Haskins, Frank Simpson, George F. Savage, and Benjamin Franklin
Wells to open and hold a council of Select, Royal, and Super
Excellent Masters in Littleton under the name of The Omega
Council, No. 9. In the dispensation the following officers were
appointed: William A. Haskins, T. I. M.; Samuel B. Page,
R. I. M. ; Benjamin Franklin Wells, I. :M. The council was
instituted in due form in special assembly by D. P. G. M. Henry
Colby, assisted by Grand Marshal Currier, May 15, 1876, when
the following officers were installed in their respective positions:
William A. Haskins, T. L M.; Benjamin Franklin Wells, L 'M.;
Nelson 0. Farr, treasurer; George W. Barrett, recorder; George
Frank Abbot, C. of G. ; Benjamin Morrill, C. of 0. ; Cephas
Brackett, steward, and Chauncey H. Greene, sentinel.
In January, 1881, the council was removed from Littleton to
Plymouth, and at the same time the following officers were
appointed: William H. Raymond, T. I. M.; Elliot B. Hodge,
D. M.; Alvin Burleigh, P. 0. of W.; Hiram Clark, treasurer;
John U. Farnham, recorder; John F. Maynard, C. of G.; Joseph
P. Huckins, C. of C.; Royal A. Chase, steward; James Tomkinson, sentinel
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Of this council Elliot Hodge and Benjamin F. St. Clair have
served as :?~lost Illustrious Grand Master of the Grand Council of
New Hampshire. At the date and in the order named the following have served as T. I. M., D. M., and P. 0. of W.:1880
1881
1882
1883
1884
1885
1886
1887
1888
1889
1890
1891
1892
1893
1894
1895
1896
1897
1898
1899
1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905

Chauncey H. Greene
Elliot B. Hodge
Jo;lllot B. Hodge
John F. Maynard
John F. 1\lnynard
Joseph P. Huckins
Elliot B. Hodge
llora<.'O F. Wyatt
llorncc F. Wyatt
Elliot B. Ho<lgo
Elliot B. Hodge
}'red N. George
Elliot n. Hodge
Dcnj. F. St. Clair
Jlcnj. F. St. Clair
Bcnj. F. St. Clair
Denj. F. St. Clair
Frank W. Russell
Frank W. Russell
Frank W. Rn88ell
Frank W. Russell
Frank W. Russell
J. Frank Gould
John F. Maynard
George B. Blood
George B. Blood

Bcnj. F. Welle
John F. Maynard
John F. Maynard
Joseph P. Huckins
Joseph P. Huckins
Royal A. Chase
Horace F. Wyatt
Joseph P. Huckins
Fred N. George
Royal A. Chase
Joseph P. Huckins
Hiram B. Farnum
C. V. Tomkinson
Joseph P. Huckins
John F. Maynard
Frank W. Russell
Frank W. Russell
Joseph P. Huckins
Joseph P. Huckins
Joseph P. Huckins
Joseph P. Huckins
Joseph P. Huckins
George B. Blood
George B. Blood
Charles E. Barker
Charles F... Barker

Charles B. Griswold
Alvin Burleigh
Alvin Burleigh
Royal A. Chase
Royal A. Chase
Edward W. White
George H. Adams
George H. Adams
George H. Adams
George H. Adams
George H. Adams
George H .. Adams
George H. Adams
George II. Adams
George II. Adams
George H. Adams
George H. Adams
George H. Adams
George H. Adams
J. Frank Gould
J. Frank Goold
J. Frank Gould
Charles E. Barker
Charles E. Barker
J. Frank Gould
Frank W. Ru88ell

No. 12, 0BDEB OB' THJI EASTERN
STAR.- A preliminary meeting of the signers of the petition for
a chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star convened at the residence of Hazen D. Smith, Saturday evening, June 4, 1899. There
were present Lydia B. (Walker) Smith, Elvira (Page) Burleigh,
Harriet H. (Page) Gore, Grace E. A. (Parker) Walker, Lilla 8.
(Pressy) Gould, Mary E. (Ross) Rollins, Hazen D. Smith, Alvin
Burleigh, Thomas J. Walker, Frank W. Russell, and Frank H.
Rollins.
THE BETHLEHEM CHAPTER,
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A dispensation was granted by the Grand Chapter, and the
first meeting of the Bethlehem Chapter was held in Masonic Hall,
Tuesday evening, June 28, 1892, the Grand Matron, Mary D. :M.
Quimby of Whitefield presiding. At this meeting the degrees of
the order were conferred upon eighteen candidates, the work being
performed by the officers of Mt. Hope Chapter, No. 5, of Ashland.
At this meeting of organization the following officers of the Bethlehem Chapter were installed by the Grand Matron, the marshal
being Mary A. (Currier) Brown, then the Worthy Matron of the
Excelsior Chapter, No. 4, of Whitefield:-

.

Lydia B. (Walker) Smith, Worthy Matron.
Frank W. Russell, W ort.by Patron.
Grace E. A. (Parker) Walker, Associate Matron.
Mary E. (Rosa) Rollins, Treasurer.
Elvira (Page) Burleigh, Secretary.
Mabel Lillian Greeley, Conductreaa.
F..dith Kimball, Aaaoclat.e Conduetreaa.
J.illa S. (Preaay) Gould, Adab.

Oliv.e F. Amsden, Ruth.
Helen L. (Smith) Story, Esther.
Ada E. Keniston, Martha.
Inez M. Maynard, Electa.
S. Kate (Smith) Adame, Warder.
Thomas J. Walker, Sentinel.

The regular meetings of the chapter are held in Masonic Hall
each third Tuesday after the full moon. The present membership
is one hundred and eighteen. The matrons, patrons, and secretaries of the chapter in the order named are presented for each

year:1892 L7dla B. (Walker) Smith
1898 L7dla B. (Walker) Smith
189t L7dla B. (Walker) Smlth
1896 ElYlra (Pap) Burleigh
1M EIYira (Pap) Burlelp
1897 EIYlra (Pap) Burleip
1898 Mabel L. Greele7
18W Iaabella Tomki11100
1900 laabella 'fomkliiiOD

Frank W.

R~~~~ell

Joeepb C. Story
DaYla B. Kenieton
AIYin Burlelp
AIYin Burleigh
.AIYin Burleigh
Rodne7E.SmJthe
Benj. Jl. 8&. Clair
Alfred H. Campbell

EIYira (Pap) Burleip
EJylra (Pap) Burleigh
EJylra (Page) Burleigh
Amelia P. (Hand7) Sm7the
AmeBa P. (Baod7) Sm7dle
Arabella L.(Roberte) Muoa
Arabella L.(Roberte) M11on
Marion E.(Biake) Campbell
Sadie (GaakellJ Hartwell
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1901 Mira H. (Adame) Wright
Fred'k P. Weeb
1902 ArabellaL. (ltoberta) Muon Fred'k P. Weeb
1003 El•lra (Page) Burleigh
1004 Lucy 8 . Bracket&
1006 Allee (Roble) Mitchell

Charlea J. Gould
Jaruea F. Gould
Jamea F. Gould

Sadie (Gukell) Hartwell
Blanche .M. (Plaieted)
Wentworth
Allee ('fulta) Peppard

Allee (Tufte) Peppard
Allee (Tufte) Peppard

PLYMOUTH LoooE, No. 66, L 0. 0. F., was instituted by the
Grand Master George A. Robie, May 3, 1881. The charter members were John U. }farnham, Charles H. Marden, Moses, A. Ferrin,
Moses P. Smith, Daniel M. Brown, Brooks M. Mitchell, William
H . Haymond, Pulaski W. Tennant, George E. Edmonds, James
Currier, Collins :M. Buchanan, William C. Sherman, Robert W.
Mitchell, Moses G. Tucker, Foster S. Batchelder, Darius K. Morse,
Henry N. Smith, Alphonso Clement, Manson S. Brown, John 0.
Chase.
The lodge in this town has been well sustained, and has happily
given a continued expression of the fraternal and benevolent sentiment of the order. The meetings were held in Mason and Weeks
Block until January, 1895, when the lodge removed to Tufts Block,
where it has maintained a home until the present time. The
present number of members is one hundred and sixty-seven.
The following have been elected to the chair of Noble Grand:
John U. Farnham, Collins M. Buchanan, Charles A. Jewell, Brooks
M. Mitchell, Daniel Jri. Brown, Charles W. George, Moses A.
Ferrin, 13enjnmin F. Smith, Rodney E. Smythe, Charles J. Gould,
James Currier, Henry W. Rogers, Benjamin F. St. Clair, Charles
W. George, second term; Moses A. Ferrin, second term; William
H. Adams, 13enjamin F. Smith, second term; Fred S. Rowe, John
Mason, Moses A. Batchelder, Thomas Stratton, George W. Wallace, Frank P. Woodward, David H. Hallenbeck, Frank A. Fox,
Frank E. Batchelder, Frank C. Calley, William F. Adams, Harry
S. Heath, Fred S. Wells, Isadore N. Lunderville, Allen E. Hobbs,
Edward Harvey Edmonds, George W. Little, Alonzo F. Morse,
two tenns; James M. Dustin, Alonzo J. Knowlton, Samuel W.
Slyc, Ward B. Hutchins, Iza J. Smith, Charles 0. White, William
H. Wells, Thomas A. Love, Heber W. Hull.
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The officers for the term beginning January, 1905, are Frank

R. Sawyer; N •.G.; Fred Smith, V. G.; Alonzo Morse, R. S. N. G.;
George Mcintire, L 8. N~ G.; William J. Randolph, R. S. V. G.;
~uther Williamson, · L S. V. G.; Charles . Richards, warden;
James Corliss, conductor; E. Harvey Edmonds, 0. G. ; Alval
Houston, L · G.; Walter Sawyer, R. S. S.; Elmer Huckins,
L S. S.; Henry W. Rogers, secretary; Samuel W. Slye, financial
secretary; Charles W. George, treasurer; Mosea A. Ferrin,
trustee.
Charles A. Jewell of this lodge has been elevated to the chair
of Grand Master, and eight brethren- John U. Farnham, Charles
W. George, Henry W. Rogers, William H. Adams, Daniel M.
Brown, Charles J. Gould, Frank .A. Fox, and Alonzo J. Knowlton
- have filled the appointment of district deputy.

ENTBBPBID LoooB, No. 46, DAUGHTBBS o:r RI:B:BKAH, was
organized by Grand Master Frank A. Davis of Keene, Feb. 25,
1899. The charter members were Charles J. Gould, Henry W.
Rogers, Frank A. Corliss, Walter W. :Mason, Christina S. (Blll"
leigh) Blair, Emma Frances (Flanders) Dearborn, Frances
Emma (:Marston) Brown, Frank A. Fox, Marietta (Rogers)
Wallace, :Moses A. Batchelder, Daniel :M. Brown, Amelia Phebe
(Handy) Smythe, :Mary Frances (Webster) Ferrin, Joseph B.
Stoughton, Amasa W. Avery, William Frederic Adams.
The lodge is an adjunct to lodge of I. 0. 0. F., and is in a
flourishing condition. The meetings are held in Odd Fellows Hall
in Tufts Block. The present membership is one hundred and fifty·
nine.
The officers installed in January, 1905, are Addie Y. (Boutwell) Sawyer, N. G.; Margaret Brown, V. G.; Clara Y. B.
(Thompson) Rogers, R. 8.; Amelia H. (Hanson) Hobbs,
L 8. N. G.; Charles W. George, V. G.; Gertrude Evelyu
(Romans) Huckins, L S. V. G.; Martha S. (French) Woodman,
warden; Blanche B. (Eastman) Porter, conductor; Emma
Tourtillotte) Wood, chaplain; Sarah Annie Flanders, L G.;
Alvin F. Houston, 0. G.; Cora (:McDaniel) Currier, secre-
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tary; Stella (Foster) Milligan, treasurer; Edna Williamson,
trustee.
BAKER's RrvEa LoooE, No. 47, KNIGHTS OF PYTHIA.S, was
instituted in Tufts Block, Feb. 28, 1895. The charter members
were William J. Randolph, Iza J. Smith, Frank E. Harran, John
A. Smith, Perley C. Kent, W. S. Grassie, F. C. Hall, Edward
Cook, C. William Sherwell, Andrew R. Smith, Walter W. Mason,
LeRoy S. Eastman, Albert W. Sawyer, Alvah C. Cousins, Myron
P. Drowlc.y, Jnmes M. Robie, P. H. Young, Ward B. Hutchins,
Harry McGough, William S. Learned, Frank G. Smith, Alton A.
Gile, Enos Huckins, William H. Brown, James H. Williams,
William M. Peppard, Frank H. Smith, John E. Davis, Alonzo
E. Eastman, Philip D. Hart, Frank P. Sherwell, Austin W.
Woodman, George F. Gilpatrick.
The lodge bns been prosperous and harmonious, maintaining a
lodge room in Sargeant's Block. The present membership is
eighty-five, and the officers, 1905, are: -·
Howard H. Langhill, Chancellor Commander.
L. Albert Day, Vice Chancellor.
John II. Evans, Prolate.
J. Mch·ln Brown, Master of Work.
William P. Freeman, Keeper of Records and Seale.
William J. Randolph, Master of Finance.
Iza' J. Smith, Master of Exchequer.
Alonzo Moree, Master at Arms.
Freeman Hussey, Inner Guard.
Frank Hall, Outer Guard.

The officers have been chosen semi-annually, and the Past Chancellors arc Myron P. Browley, Frank E. Harran, Alvah 0.
Cousins, William C. Sherwell, George F. Gilpatrick, Frank P.
Sher:well, Harry S. Heath, Daniel H. McLinn, Charles L
Tilton, William J. Randolph, Iza J. Smith, E. Harvey Edmonds,
William H. Brown, Samuel W. Slye, Charles M. Nelson, William
H. Wells, T. Albert Love, William 0. Hobart, William P.
Freeman.
VOL.L-88
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Tli.B JusTus B. PBNNIKAN PoST, No. 42, G. A. R.- This post
of the Grand Army of the Republic of the department of New
Hampshire was instituted by Department Commander Goorgo
Bowers, April 7, 1879. The name of the post fittingly perpetuates the memory of a loyal son of Plymouth, a brave soldier of
the fifteenth regiment, who died in the service, of wounds, at New
Orleans, La., June 16, 1863. The number of charter comrades
was thirty-eight. The whole number enrolled is one hundred and
sixty-three, and the number of surviving comrades, Jan. 1, 1905,
is thirty-three. Time is whitening the locks of the surviving
veterans, and age is adding incumbrance to their wounds and
infirmities. On each Memorial ceremony new graves receive a
crown of blossoms, and the benediction of comrades and friends.
The Grand Army of veterans, living and dead, constitute the
grandest type of American manhood. No other nation on earth
could have dismissed a body of men as numerous as the army of
1865 without internal disturbance. Brave soldiers in war and
good citizens in peace, the veterans, untarnished by the vices of
the camp, were at once assimilated into the activities of business,
and became free participants in public affairs. In many chapters
of the History of Plymouth is the evidence that comrades of the
Penniman Post have been honorably engaged in every department
of business and professional employment. From year to year the
Post has conducted the solemn service of :Memorial Day and, often
assisted by the Relief Corps, has amended the fortunes of a needy
comrade. In every work of benevolence and in lessons of patriotism the Post has been greeted by the public with the extended
hand of fellowship.
John E. Perkins of the 181 Pennsylvania Infantry is the present
commander of the Post, having received his first election in 1904:.
The Post adjutant is Henry Carroll of the 13 New York Infantry.
The past commanders and date of installation are: Oliver H. P. Craig, captAin 6 N. H. Infantry, 1879, 1880, 1881.
Elijah L. Smith, 6 N.H. Infantry, 1882, 1888.
Jrfanaon S. Brown, 18 N.H. Infantry, 1884, 1885, 1886, 1889.
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.Ah-ln Burlt'lgh, 15 N. II. Infantry, 1887, 1888.
John Chandler, 2 N. H. Infantry, 1890, 1891.
llh-am B. Farnum, U. S . .Marine Corps, 1892.
Joseph Parker, U. S. Navy; 9 N. Y. Heavy Artillery, 1898, 1894,
1895.
.
Cm·tis L. Parker, 6 N. H. Infantry, 1896.
Frank Morton, 17 Vt. Infantry, 1897, 1898, 1899, 1900, 1902.
Harris J. Goes, 18 N. H. Infantry, 1901 •
•Joseph L. Mitchell, 29 Mass. Infantry, 1903.

TuE I>xNNIMAN RELIEF CoRPs. - This loyal consort of the
.G. A. R. is Corps No. 9, and was instituted by Past Deputy Presi·
dent Mattie Moulton Buxton, Oct. 16, 1882, with twenty-one
charter members. The mission of the organization is to provide,
as occasion arises, for the comfort and necessities of a sick or needy
veteran, and at all times to stimulate the culture of a sentiment
of patriotism. In a chosen field of labor the Penniman corps is
not failing in a realization of a charitable and intellectual ideal,
and is giving a constant expression of a grand motto,-Fratemity,
Charity, and Loyalty.
The present officers are Sarah Elizabeth (Cook) Carroll, presi·
dent; Emma Estelle (Tourtillotte) Wood, senior vice-president;
Emma E. Lambert, junior vice-president; Anna Lougee, secretary; Amanda Noyes (George) Famum, treasurer; Julia (Ryan)
Brainerd, chaplain; Mattie Knox, conductor; Winnie Wells,
assistant conductor; Mary Ellen (Flanders) Hutchins, guard.
The past presidents are Emma Kent, Lydia Smith, Ann P. E.
(Whitney) Drown, Amy W. (Harvey) Philbrick, Mary Ellen
(Lowd) Tupper, Eliza (Haley) Parker, Emily Belle (Famum)
McLinn, Emma Sargent, Francenia White, and Juliaetta (Ryan)
Brainerd.
Tnx GRANGE. - The National Grange of the Order of Patrons
of Husbandry was instituted at Washington, D. C., Dec. 4, 1867.
Encouraged by tho State Board of Agriculture, subordinate granges
have been established in many towns of the State. The Plymouth
Orange, No. 230, was organized Jan. 30, 1896, by William D.
Baker, district deputy, and early meetings assembled in the Ward

Hill schoolhouse and in printe houaee. Since Mareh, 1896, the
grange has occupied a hall in Mason and Weeks Block, with the
exception of a few months in 1900, when meetings were held in
the hall in Kidder Block.
The charter members were Solomon A.. Smith, Mary V. H.
Smith, Benjamin F. Ellis, Dorothea Ellis, William M. H. Brown,
George W. Yeaton, Jennie Frances (Fisher) Yeaton, Mynett J. S.
Mitchell, Sarah B. Smith, Woodbury F. Langdon, Donna G. }{.
Langdon, Rev. Lorin Webster, Edgar Merrill, Abbie Jane (Sanhom) Merrill, Susan F. (Downing) Hazelton, William Downing,
Ralph W. Thomu, Livingston D. Fogg, Clara Ann (Lougee) Fogg,
Cyrus Smith, James B. Corliss, Fred Corliss, Carrie Kent, and
Lottie Smith.
The worthy muters with the year of election are Edgar
llerrill, 1896; Livingston D. Fogg, 1898; Adin H. Philbrick,
1901; William H. Wells, 1903; Iza J. Smith, 1904. The meetings have boon well attended, and, with one exception, a quorum
hu been present. The present membership is one hundred and
sixty-eight. The Plymouth Grange hu recently won five prizes
for superior degree and lecture work. The Pemigewasset Valley
Pomona Grange maintains a home in Plymouth.
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NEWSPAPERS AND PRINTING.

n1HE GRAFTON JOURNAL was the first newspaper pub_)_ lished at Plymouth. The editor and proprietor was Henry
Eaton lfoore, a native of Andover, and a brother of Jacob Bailey
Moore of Concord. At the time the newspaper was founded Mr.
Moore was twenty-one years of age. The first number was issued
Saturday, Jan. 1, 1825, and the publication was continued more
than one and less than two years. The office of publication and the
printing plant were near the site of the first courthouse. The
St.nto Library is the fortunate owner of twenty-sbr: numbers of
this paper. The earliest number of the incomplete file is No. 3,
dntod Jan. 15, 1825, and the latest is No. 64, dated March 18,
1826. The publication was continued several weeks after the
last date. · The proprietor was taxed in Plymouth in April, and
soon after he removed the printing material and other properties
to Concord, where he established The New Hampshire Journal,
the first number appearing Sept. 11, 1826.
The Grafton Journal was a four-page sheet, each page being
thirteen by twenty and a half inches. Compared with the newspapers of the time, in the character of the reading matter and in
general appearance, the Grafton Journal was equal to the best.
The type was clear and apparently new; the press work was uniformly good, and the columns of news and miscellany were entertaining and instntctive. There were frequent communications by
" Cincinnatus," " Pertina."':," " Bono Publico," and others, and
many of the contributions were models of diction. The editorial
matter was limited; there are very few items of local news in any
of the numbers accessible, and even the town meeting is reported
in two lines, giving the vote of Plymouth for governor and thb
name of the representative elect.
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The legal notices and business announcements, which fill the
space surrendered to advertising, contain many items of interesl
After noting that King George has been appointed administrator
of the estate of William George and Charles Farnum of the estate
of Haines Famum, and passing by the notices of stray animals
and the public vendue of lands for the non-payment of taxes, the
reader is informed that David M. Russell & Co. are prepared to
sell an unusual variety of goods, which are enumerated, " at low
prices," while Joseph Weld is offering a similar line "at small
advance for cash or country produce." Then comes James S.
Stanwood, who solemnly avers that " at his store, a short distance
west of the Congregational church, he maintains a full assortment of various kinds of goods usually kept in a country store."
This advertisement appeared only a few times. In June of the
same year, and a few months after his arrival in Plymouth, Mr.
Stanwood removed from " a short distance west of the meetinghouse" to. Somersworth. John H. Moore, "late from the city of
New York," announces that he has opened a tailor shop over the
store of D. M. Rusaell & Co., and that " he offers the latest
fashions." Three months later be wns suooecded by George
llcDonald, who soon removed, paying only one tax in Plymouth.
At this time Benjamin Edmonds was a hatter, and his announcements to the public were concise and convincing. Later he wu
a merchant. Very few notices of marriages and deaths were
printed in the Joumal, and in one number the editor states that
a greater number would appear if the friends furnished the copy.
Occasionally a marriage notice presents a little information not
found in the town records: " Married in this town Tuesday 2j
instant by Rev. J. Ward, after a courtship of about eight years,
Mr. William George and Miss Mary R. Parker both of this town."
In the announcement of the marriage of Moses Hull and Ztlpah
Ward, Nov. 24, 1825, a courtship of equal duration was asserted.
Connected with tl1e printing plant, Henry E. Moore owned and
conducted a bookbindery, a bookstore, and a circulating library.
A list of the books on sale, including many ancient titles, and a
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catalogue of the circulating library appear in the advertising
columns of the Journal. His removal from this town was a
serious loss to the young and to the intelligent of maturer
years.
TnE WmTE MouNTAIN BuoLE. -After the suspension of the
Grafton Journal, it was nearly twenty years before a second publi·
cntion wns founded in tbis town. John Robert French was born
in Gilmanton, May 24, 1810, and died in Idaho, Oct. 12, 1890.
lie married the oldest daughter of Nathaniel Peabody Rogers,
nnd in 1843 be founded, in Concord, the White Mountain Torrent,
a monthly publication, devoted to the cause of temperance. In
1846 this publication was merged in the Massachusetts Temperance Standard. In 1844, and while a resident of Concord, Mr.
French published, at Plymouth, the White Mountain Bugle. It
was a temperance and a political publication, advocating the
election of James G. Birney, the candidate of the liberty party,
for president. A file of this publication is not accessible, but it
is probable that it was published about one year. Nathaniel Peabody Rogers died at Concord in the autumn of 1846, and a few
months later Mr. French and the bereaved family removed to
Under Cliff, in Plymouth, and here resided until 1852. The
White Motmtain Bugle was established and suspended before Mr.
French removed to this town.
TnE GRAFTON CouNTY JoURNAL.- After the lapse of thirty
ycnl'fl, in which a newspaper wns not published in Plymouth, the
Grafton County Journal was established by John 0. Cashman.
It was a four-page paper of seven columns. The day of publication was Saturday, and the first number was issued Nov. 14, 1874.
After a few weeks the founder sold the paper to John H. Dearborn. From 1872 to 1874 Mr. Cashman was the editor and
proprietor of the Weekly Star, published at Pittsfield; and immediately following his brief resid~nce in this town, he was employed
on the staff of the New Hampshire Sunday Globe, published at
Manchester, to which paper he contributed several articles relating
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to the early history of Plymouth. John H. Dearborn was a native

of the part of Gilmanton now Belmont, where be was born April
7, 1834. In :May, 1876, Mr. Dearborn sold the paper to Charles
Howard Kimball and 0. N. Flanders. In a few weeks Mr. Flanders sold his interest to Rev. J. H. Temple, and in July, 1878,
Mr. Kimball became sole proprietor. Beginning in September,
1880, and in connection with the publication of the Journal, Yr.
Kimball established the Republican Star, and in July, 1883, he
added the Exchange. In September, 1885, he sold the three papers
to W. A. Roberts, who purchased a new press and continued the
publication until they were merged in the Plymouth Record in
January, 1887. The office of the Journal was in a small building
on Main Street, and a short distance south of the store of Charles
J. Gould. Later it was removed to Tufts Block, and finally to the
railroad office building in Depot Square.
Charles Howard Kimball was born in Amesbury, Mass., May
18, 1857. When he came to Plymouth he was less than twenty
years of age. He removed from Plymouth to Manchester, and was
employed on the daily papers of that city. He died Aug. 6, 1893.
T~m

G:u.rroN CouNTY DEKOOBAT. -This paper was established in January, 1878, by William :M. Kendall, and during the
first two years of its publication it was printed in Laconia. In
July, 1878, :Mr. Kendall sold the paper to Lewis and Sanborn of
Laconia, and in January, 1880, they sold it to Van N. Bass and
Edward L. Houghton. Mr. Houghton, now of Warren, soon with·
drew from the enterprise, and the paper was published by :Mr.
Bass until 1883, when he sold to the Democratic Publishing Com·
pany. :Mr. Bass had been the manager previous to 1880. T11e
Democratic Publishing Company continued to publish the papor
until it was merged in the Plymouth Record. From 1883 to 1887
Miron W. Haseltine was the manager. The office of the Democrat
was on Main Street, and near the store of Charles J. Gould. ~n
the early volumes it was a paper of four pages of eight columns,
and subsequently was reduced in size to six columns.
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THE PLYMOUTH REooRD.- Thomas J. Walker removed to
Plymouth in the autumn of 1886. The conditions under which
the two papers in this town were published invited change and
amendment. Having purchased and discontinued both of them,
Mr. Walker at the beginning of 1887 established the Plymouth
Record. The Record was printed and published a few years in the
building in which tho railroad offices were formerly maintained,
and subsequently tho paper was removed to Rollins Block.
:Mr. Walker, baving been appointed a bank commissioner, removed to Concord. He sold the Record and the printing plant to
Edward A. Chase and Charles C. Wright, who at that time formed
a new partnership and continued the printing busin6f8 then owned
by Mr. Wright. The date of the conveyance was June 1, 1894, and
April 1, 1001, Mr. Wright sold his interest to Mr. Chase, who
has successfully continued the paper and the business of printing
to tho present time.
In politics the Journal was independent and the Democrat, as
the name implies, was democratic. The Record did not follow the
traditions nor inherit the politics of its predecessors. In the early
volumes it was a party paper of the republican school of politics.
More recently the present management has surrendered less space
to. editorials and politics, and, following the model of many New
Hampshire weeklies, the Record is devoted to the interests of
Plymouth and to the publication of local news. It is an eightpage paper of six columns. The type is clear and the press work
is good. At the close of the current year and in the enjoyment of
its largest circulation the Record completes the nineteenth volume.
From the beginning of the preparation of the History of Plymouth,
the proprietor has cheerfully published articles of inquiry and
information, and has extended many courtesies to the committee
and the author.
JOB PRINTING. - The Grafton County Journal, during twelve
years, and the Grafton County Democrat, after 1880, possessed
the facilities for commercial and miscellaneous printing. They
gave the public a reasonable service. In the progress of years the
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growth of the town and an increasing demand for miscellanoous
printing invited the establishment of an independent printing
plant. In 1887, and immediately after the two papers had been
merged in the Plymouth Record, William J. Randolph, a practical
printer, established a general job office in Tufts Block. In thia
enterprise he was successful In the meantime Edward A. Chase
owned a small amount of printing material, and gave an early and
an earnest expression of his love of the art. The office of the
amateur was at his house.
In the autumn of 1888 Edward A. Chase and Charles C.
Wright, forming a partnership under the firm name of Chase &
Wright, purchased the printing establi~ent of William J. Randolph and removed it to Kidder Block. In April, 1891, Mr. Chase
sold his interest in the business to his partner, and Mr. Wright
remained the sole proprietor until the purchase of the Plymouth
Record, when Yr. Wright was again associated in business with
his former partner. Since 1894 the Record, in Rollins Block, by
a liberal purchase of new material and an enlargement of the
facilities for printing, has fully met the increasing demands of the
public, and during the past ten years it has been the only printing
office in Plymouth. Since 1901 the business has been owned and
conducted by Mr. Chase.
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LYMOUTH is a central town, and many persons residing
elsewhere, and not connected with the families of this town,
have been married here. The marriage of several persons who
lived a short time in Plymouth and who did not become permanent
residents of the town arc recorded here. The following list of
marriages does not include the marriage of persons named in the
family registers in Volume II.
Whenever the date is given in full it is a record of marriage,
and if the year only is given it is the record of an intention of
marriage.
MARRIAGES,

March 3,
1tlay 8,
March 21,
March 17,
April19,
Nov. 8,
March 8,
Jan. 1,

1818
1844
18o0
1818
1829
1831
1818
1850

18:J4
1788
1R:l4
1796
1819
Mnl'ch 10, 1881
Jan. 18, 1R46
Aujt. 5, 1825
April 10, 1814
Dec. 11,

1794

1764-1850.

Ezekiel Adams, Mary Hickok.
Otis A. Albee, Lisbon, Maria L. Gould, Ushon.
Aaron Aldrich, Lucretia D. Evans, Lowell.
Reuben Allen, Rumney, 1tlary Johnson, Campton.
Jacob Ames, Mahala Adams, Campton.
Joshua& T. Atkinson, Newbury, Vt., Emeline Little.
Thomas Avery, Rumney, Abigail Avery, Rumney.
Robert F. Barber, Bridgewater, Nancy B. Mitchell,
Bridgewater.
F..dward W. Balcom, Rumney, Elb;abetb R. Stevena.
Ebenezer Bartlett, Campton, Mary Lovejoy.
Hlnisclcll Bnrtlctt, Cntherine L. Greenleaf.
Rt.(>phen Ballard, Uetsey Pollard, Ashby, Mass.
Daniel Bartlett, Newburyport, Achsah Foster.
Ebenezer Bartlett., Burlington, Vt., Sarah C. P. Homans.
Thomas Barnard, Orange, Mn. Bridget Rollins.
Nathaniel Batchelder, Bridgewater, Miriam Mitchell.
Charles Bayley, Peacham, Vt., Sophia Wilson, Campton.
Penon Smith Berry, Rumney, Polly Berry, Rumney.

CSCS6
:March 2,
March SO,
Aug. 6,
Jan. I,
June 14,
Hay 1,
Aug. 1,
Sept. 11,
Feb. 26,
Nov. 27,
May 9,

March 19,
Nov. 24,
July 21,

Jan. 17,
Oct. IS,
Feb. 10,
Nov. 12,
June 6,
Jan. 2S,
:March 6,
Sept. 27,
Dec. 28,
:March 4,
Jan. 10,
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Person Smith Berry, Plymouth, Juttith Pitta.
Jeremiah Benton, Plymouth, Caroline Dunham.
Henry F. Belknap, Elizabeth E. Wise, Hebron.
Salmon Bixby, Lyme, Aaenatb Lewis.
Paine Blake, Nancy D. Robinson.
Benjamin L. Boardman, Bridgewater, Susan Philbrick,
Alexandria.
1814 John Boardman, Bridgewater, Mary Melvin, Bridgewater.
1780 David Brainerd, New Cheater, Lydia Crawford, New
Cheater.
1849 Alson L. Brown, Campton, Mary A. Currier, Holderness.
18S9 John S. Brown, Bridgewater,· Mary 0. Robinson,
Groton.
1846 Nicholas Brown, Holderness, Eliza Ann Page, Campton.
1822 Rev. Amos W. Burnham, Rindge, Tirzah Kimball, New
Chester.
1816 Ebenezer Burbank, Campton, Lucy Ford, Campton.
1785 Jonathan Burbank, Campton, Elizabeth Clough.
179S Abraham Burnham, Rumney, .Nancy Blair, Rumney.
1844 Benjamin Casa, Bridgewater, Sibel Mitchell, Bridgewater.
1828 Nason Casa, Polly Tilton.
1860 JosephS. Calley, Sarah Wright, Holderness.
1815 Pelatlab Chapin, Campton, Mrs. ·Dorothy Johnson.
1847 Wilbur Cbaae, Campton, Betsey Cunningham, Campton.
1805 Ezekiel Cbaae, Holderneu, Sally Buzzell.
1817 Amos Cbaae, Newbury, Mass., Lydia Drew, Woodstock.
1800 Rodolphus Chamberlain, Newbury, Vt., Abigail Going.
182S Gilman C. Cheney, Campton, Elizabeth Rogers,
Campton.
1802 John Cheney, Rumney, Betsey McAllister.
184S David Cheney, Groton, Mrs. Elizabeth Evans, Bridge·
water.
1846 Ruasell Sanborn, Franklin, Mahala Sanborn, Sanborn·
ton.
1781 Joseph Clark, Rumney, Hannah Clough.
1794 David Clark, Hitty Dearborn.
1812 John Clark, Jr., Campton, Sarah Cook, Campton.
1841 Jonas G. Clark, Rockingham, Vt., Martha P . Wells,
Campton.

1800
1841
184S
1845
1886
1826
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Dec. 6,
1848 )loses H. Clement, Warren, Ruth H. Clark.
ltay 19, 1818 William Colby, Mary Little, Campton.
June 20, 1840 Asn Cole, Gilford, Adallne Beckford, Campton.
1848 Da,·id Colby, Mary M. Smith, Holderness.
llnrch 7, 1842 Shoeben Corliss, Esther Smith, New Hampton.
Nov. 12, 1812 Cutting Cook, Jr., Ruth Dolbeer.
Nov. 28, 1822 William Cook, Campton,· Mary Pulsifer, .Campton.
Dec. 6,
1795 Daniel Craig, Pamelia Hutchins.
Sept. 24, 1797 David Craig, Anna Clark.
:Mnrch 23, 1842 Roswell C1'08by, Hebron, Mary Ann Ferrin, Hebron.
July 6,
1815 Abijab Cross, Bridgewater, Sally Ferrin, Hebron.
.M:ny 8,
1844 Greenleaf Cummings, Lisbon, Hannah L. Gould,
Lisbon.
1844 Charles P. Currier, Melissa Heath.
April 17, 1845 Silas Davis, Orford, Mary Ann Newell.
1812 John Da,·is, Elsie Ramsay.
lla)· 8,
July 16, 1812 Samuel T. Demeritt, Hannah Wallace, Thornton.
1802 Joseph Dodge, Mebitnble Bump.
Aug. 10, 1817 Jonathnn Dow, Harriet Sanborn.
J."cb. 11, 1841 Arnold S. Drake, Waterville, Caroline C. Bryant,
W at.en•ille.
1821 :Mark R. Dockham, Betsey Seavey.
1848 Edward Durfee, Nancy Flynn.
1844 Daniel Durkee, Haverhill, Sarah Haywood.
Jan. 5,
June 20, 1880 Richard Dustin, Deborah Boynton.
Jnn. 12, 1850 Robert Easter, Lowell, Ann Straw.
1829 Jacob F...ames, Mahala S. Adams, Campton.
Sept. 19, 1797 Ephraim Edwards, Sally Abbot.
1813 .J<~benezer F..dwards, Martha Watson, Dover.
llarcb 25, 1838 Uenjamin Elliot, Wheelock, Vt., Eliza Harriman.
}'eb. 18, 1828 Josiah Emery, Nancy Sanborn.
1799 Aliraham Emmons, Bridgewater, Betsey Robbins.
Sept. 19, 1798 Timothy Farley, Hebron, Sally Johnson, Campton.
1\larch 9, 1820 Jlarnchins Farnham, Bridgewater, Polly Fellows,
Bridgewater.
1838 Charles Farrar, Wilton, Mary Ann Eastman .
.Aug. 11, 1826 Samuel Fifield, Bridgewater, Elmira Martin, Bridgewater.
March 15, 1777 Isaac Fox, Mary McKnight.
1850 Josiah George, Lcbnnon, Elizabeth Coller.
1789 Stephen Giddings, Polly Pierce.
Dec. 18, 1834: Joseph W. Goodhue, Centre Harbor, Mary Ordway,
Hebron.
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1799 John Goold, Sally Farrar.
1888 DanielS. Gordon, New Hampton, Belinda Casa.
1812 Simeon L. Gordon, Holderness, Ruth Cheney, Holder-

neas.
:March 12, 18« William C. Gordon, Franklin, Louisa Batchelder,
Hebron.
Sept. 20, 1842 Nathan Gove, Bridgewater, Ann G. Robinson, Groton.
Feb. 28, 1814: Moses Hale, Bridgewater, Cynthia Fowler, Bridgewater.
1811 John Ilall, Jr., Rumney, Mary Dearborn.
Nov. 8, 1881 Alonzo R. Hall, Groton, Mnndana Ladd.
1808 Wyman Hardy, Hebron, Sally Merrill.
Nov. 20, 1884: Rufus Hammond, Bridgewater, Deborah Fowler.
Oct. 21, 1818 Nathan Hammond, Bridgewater, Polly Noyes, Hebron.
Nov. 26, 1886 Rodney Hammond, Bridgewater, Abigail lo'rost, Bridgewater.
1822 Noah Harris, Bridgewater, :Mary Heath.
Jan. 1,
Aug. 18, 1829 JohnS. Harriman, Nancy Taylor, Campton.
1840 Joseph Hart, Huldah Brown, Thornton.
Jan. 1,
Sept. 18, 1825 James Haseltine, Thornton, Betsey Dearborn, Thorn·
ton.
Sept. 27, 1796 George Heath, Deborah Trickey.
Feb. 19. 1811 Michael Heath, Mary Gorman.
l!'eb. 20, 1788 Seth Henman, Patty Davis.
1786 Daniel Hobart, Elizabeth McNeil.
Nov. 10, 1768 Benjamin Hoit, Deborah Willey.
July 15, 1816 James How, New Hampton, Rebecca Wilson, Campton.
:March 20, 1791 Joseph Hull, Sarah Thurber.
March 5, 1850 Andrew Hunt, Sanbornton, Relief Colman, Campton.
Dec. 21, 1880 Alden Ingraham, Rumney, Shuab Philbrick, Rumney.
Oct. 8, . 1827 John Johnson, Betsey Scott, Cavendish, Vt.
March 4:, 1849 Daniel W. Johnson, Claremont, Syrena Walker.
1885 Charles J. Jones, llaverhill, Hannah P. C1"088.
1889 William W. Kelley, Gilmanton, Elizabeth J. Osgood,
Dec. 5,
Holderness.
1840 Artemas P. Kelsey, Gainesville, Ala., Sarah P. RusseU.
1828 Reuben Kendall, Windsor, Vt., Mrs. Polly Jones.
1844: Ephraim Keyes, Rumney, Ruth Keniston, London.
Dec. 2,
1884: Onln Kimball, Conway, Elizabeth Pike, Hebron.
Oct. 8,
Jan. 16, 1828 Moses Kidder, Enosburg, Vt., Mary Kidder, Hebron.
1798 Samuel Klng, Hannah Gorman.
Oct. 9,
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May 8,

1826 Dr. Aaron Kittredge, lrimerick, Me., Martha Goodhue,
Hebron.
Nov. 19, 184:1 Frecletick Lake, Mary P. Russell.
Jan. 1,
1807 Obed Lane, Chelmsford, Me., Hannah Tucker.
Sept. 23, 1827 James S. Libhey, Sandwich, Lydia B. Edmonds.
March 16, 1815 James Little, Campton, Polly Cook, Campton.
18:15 John Little, Sally Lit.t.lc, Newbury, Ml\88.
1848 Uenben H. Locke, Alexandria, Sarah H. Cl\88.
Mnrcb 29, 184:9 Dnvid Lockling, Charleston, Vt., llarissa Lewis,
Lowell.
Dec. 19, 184:3 Abner II. Lougee, Concord, Mary C. Blake, Thornton.
Dec. 22, 1796 Snmuel Lucas, Sybel Willoughby.
1844: John II. Lynde, Coxsacksie, N. Y., Mehltable Underwood.

Sept. 7,
Aug. 11,
Feb. 16,
Nov. 27,
~lay 15,

Dec. 21S,
Dec. 7,

April 16,
May 28,
Oct. 12,
Sept. 18,
Jan. 25,
May 19,
Dec. 28,
Feb. 14,
April18,
Dec. 2,
Nov. 6,
Sept. 8,
April15,

1847 Lewis Marden Thornton, Mary Jane Cilley, Bridgewater.
1826 Jeremiah Marston, Bridgewater, Ruth Fifield.
1882 Israel Marston, Sarah Pratt.
1796 Aaron Mann, Orford, Sarah Melvin.
184:1 Charles Mann, Holderness, Elizabeth Willoughby.
1794: Benjamin McAllister, Elizabeth Fellows.
1838 Joseph McAllister, Mary Muchmore, Orford.
1817 Archibald McDermid, Thornton, Dolly McChillon.
1789 Hugh Mcintire, Tabitha Chander.
1837 William W. Mead, Meredith, Rhoda Fletcher, Bridgewater.
1840 Riclmrd Merrill, Lovina Kelley.
1840 Stephen Merrill, Mary Jane Spalding.
1815 Caleb Merrill, Warren, Judith Eastman, Salisbury.
1835 Jonas :Minot, Lockport., 'l'f· Y., Ann Bartlett, Bristol.
1821 D. M. :&litchell, Bridgewater, Susannah Batchelder.
1815 Nathan Moore, Canterbury, Snlly Crosby, Hebron.
1814 Daniel Morse, Bridgewater, Mehitable Clark, Campton.
1819 Stephen N. Morse, Holderness, Elizabeth G. Gordon.
1846 Abiel Morrison, Rumney, Mary Flanders, Groton.
184:8 James Morrison, Betsey Brown, Orford.
1828 John MosCA, Campton, Nancy Adams, Campton.
1819 Jonathan Moulton, Ellsworth, Lydia Johnson, Campo
ton.
1888 Gideon H. Moulton, Ellsworth, Lois E. Mitchell.
1848 Dnniel J. Mudgett, Holderness, Harriet. \V. Lowd.
1888 William H. Nudd, Rumney, Abigail Chamberlain.
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1825 Brackett Page, 'Coooord, Eliza Bradley.
1821 Rev. David Page, Rushville, N.Y., Hanoah Boardmao,
Bridgewater.
1822' Eooch Paige, Wentworth; Betsey W. Gllnea, Campton.
June I,
Sept. 28, 1849 John C. Philbrick, Mrs. Mellesa Greenleaf.
Nov.·25, 1847 Fernando A. Pierce, Newburyport, &tsey A. Hoyt.
1814 Iaalah Pike, Charlotte Hickok.
Nov. 10, . 1814 Moaea Pillsbury, Sally Caes, Bridgewater.
April20, 1801 Nathan Pillsbury, Bridgewater, Sally Robbins.
Deo.l7, 1807 Beojamio M. Plaisted, New Hampton, Phebe Eatoo,
. .: . . . ; Bridgewater• .
Feb. 26, .1880 Amoa.Potter, Thorntoo, Eliza Taylor; Campton. · ·
Jao.
·1818 · 'J oho .P~tter,. Lucinda Goodhue, Holderneas.
March 7, 1816 Situ W. Potter, Thorntoo, Polly Fox, Woodstock.
F~b. 26, . 1806 , Thomas Ramsay, Rumney, Dorothy Page.
Juoe 28, 1886 Asa Randlett, Bridgewater, Mrs. Betsey Browo, Bridge·water.
·
1886 Thomas Randall~ Mahala French.
Dec. 7,
1887 William Rankin, Eliza Veasey.
Nov•.16, · 1809 · John Robbins, Abigail Clater.
1886 Rev. ·Daniel J. Robinaoo, Emeline Dearborn, Hanover.
Nov. 17, 1840 JohnS. Robinson, New Hampton, Relief Crawronl.
1816 David Rollins, Salome Seavey.
March 26, 1822 William Sanborn, Bristol, Mrs. llannah Ladd.
Sept. 22, 1889 Ileman Sanborn, Concord, Clarrina Batchelder.
July 14, 1841 Gnatavua Sanborn, Hill, Sophronia M. Smith, Bridgewater.
June 8, 1843 Simon Sanborn, Hannah Braioerd, Bridgewater.
Oct. 14, · 182'5 · Eooch Sargeot, Sally Worthen, Bridgewater.
March 8,· .1888 Thomas Sargent, Bridgewater, Louisa J. Brainerd,
Bridgewater.
· 1806 Thomas Sarles, Polly Cheoey, Meredith.
· ·1887 Hiram W. Savery, Belinda Ryan, Pittsfield.
1888 Freeinan C; Sewall, Sueanoa T. Pierce.
1848 ·Josiah Shaw1 Thomtoo, Betsey Calley.
Oct. 8,
1812 Moaes·Shaw, Holderness, Lydia Shaw.
Dec. 8l, 1818 Mose8 Sleeper, Mary Aon Harriman.
Dec. 18, . 1806 Beojamin Sleeper, Anna Stanton.
Feb. 4,
1814 Stephen Smith, Thornton, Hannah Foes.
Dec. 26, 1816 Levi Smith, Holdernees, Phebe Sanborn.
Oct. 4,
1849 David Smith, Betaey Percival, Moultonboro.
1812 Caleb Smith, Lucinda Marshall.
Juoe 6;

4• ·
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May 8, 1795
Nov. 23, 1843
Nov. 30, 1794
Jan. 26, 1824
Jan. 22, 1850
1794
1838
1841
Nov. 24, 1790
Aug. 20, 1823
July 9, 1795
Nov. 17,1844
l<'eb. 22, 1818
July 17, 1817
Dec. 25, 1815
July 24, 1827
Jan. 23, 1817
Sept. 21,1840
1\Iny 4, 1799
Dec. 5, 1843
1824
1829
Jan. 29, 1843
I<'eb. 9, 1818
Dec. 27, 1835
Oct. 12, 1778
Dec. 28, 1813
Jan. 10, 1817
Nov. 9, 1843
Dec. 16, 1816
Oct. 81, 1811
Dec. 27, 1888
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Jobn P. Southworth, Nancy Caas.
Hobart Spencer, Betsey Hazen Dearborn.
John C. Stanton, Meredith, Catherine Young, Canterbury.
William Stevens, Nabby Craig, Rumney.
Arnold Stevens, Abigail Jennings.
11. B. Stevens, Loudon, Elizabeth B. KimbalJ, Holderness.
Alexander Stewart, Mrs. Lois Worcester, Wentworth.
Joel B. Stow, Lucretia Brown.
Uodncy Strong, Dublin, Snrah Ann Bagley.
J<;nocb Thomas, Susannah Shepard.
Trucworthy G. Thurston, Groton, Sapbila Bartlett.
Dnnicl Tilton, Bridgewater, Anna Gorman.
Horace M. Tobino, Mrs. Susan Spiller, Holderness.
Enoch Tolman, Greensboro, Vt., Abigail Cook, Campton.
James Varnum, Bridgewater, Elmira Melvin, Bridgewater.
John Vincent, Woodstock, Rebecca Wallace, Thornton.
Peter Walker, Mary Edmonda.
Nathaniel Walker, Hampstead, Lucy Doe, Rumney.
Andrew D. Wallis, Sandwich, Mebitable Marsh,
Thornton.
Edmund Webber, Betsey Hodgsklna.
Elliot Webber, Rumney, Sarah G. Barn,rd, Hebron.
Moses S. Webber, Clarissa Gale, Alexandria.
Ira Webster, New Hampton, Mary Bennett.
Ruel L. Weston, Ann K. Beckford, J..nncastcr.
Dcodct Willl'y, Campton, Mary BuUer, Campton.
Joshua Willard, Hebron, Betsey Powell, Hebron.
Ebenezer Wise, Mary Haseltine.
David Wise, Hebron, Eliza Hoit, Bridgewater.
Silas Whitney, Thornton, Sally Lovejoy, Campton.
William C. Wheeler, Orpah Wbiteher, Newbury, Vt.
Sewall Walcott, Holderness, Eliza Ennis.
Deacon David Wooster, Campton, Lydia Foster.
Benjamin B. Worthen, Holderness, NancyJ. Mudgett.

TnE LAw-MAKERS

OF PLYMOUTH.

The fifth provincial congress, which assembled at Exeter, Thurs·
day, Dec. 21, 1775, assumed tbe prerogatives of a legislature and
adopted a temporary constitution. The delegates of the congress
VOX..L-38
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became a bouse of representatives, and the house elected tho first
council, which in later ti·mes has been styled a senate. Under the
temporary constitution from 1776 to 1783 inclusive, both branches
of the legislature were elected for the term of one year, and con·
vened on the third Wednesday of December. Under the State
constitution, which became operative in June, 1784, the legislatUl-e
was elected on the second Tuesday of March, for the term of one
year, and convened on the first Wednesday of June following, until
and including the session of 1878. Beginning with the session of
1879, the legislature was elected on the first Tuesday after the
first Monday in November, for the term of two years, and convened
biennially on the first Wednesday in June following, until and
including the session of 1889. Since, and including the session
of 1891, the legislature has convened biennially on tho first
Wednesday in January. While the temporary constitution remained in force, Grafton County, then including Coos CoUltty,
constituted a district and was privileged to elect one of tho twelve
councillors or senators. Under this arrangement the members
from Grafton County were: John Hurd of Haverhill, elected Jan. 6, 1776,
by the bouse of repreaenl.atives.
1776-77 No election in the county.
1777-78 No eJection in the connty.
1778-79 Charles Johnston of Ha,·erhilL
1779-80 Francis Worcestel' of Plymouth.
1780-81 Charles Johnston of Haverhill.
1781-82 Francis Worcester of J>lymoutb.
1782-83 Francis Worcester of l>iymoutb.
1783-84 Moses Dow of Haverhill.

Under the permanent State constitution tho county of Grafton
continued to constitute a senatorial district, and was numbered the
twelfth. From time to time towns were severed from this and
joined to other districts, but Plymouth remained a constituent
part of the twelfth district until 1841, when the town was joined
to the el'?Venth district. By this change the political relations in
senatorial affairs, long standing and friendly with Haverhill and
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other northern towns, were dissolved, and Plymouth became associated with Hebron, Bridgewater, and other towns south and west.
Plymouth remained a part of the eleventh senatorial district until
1879, when the number of senators was increased to twenty-four.
. Since then Plymouth has constituted a part of the fourth senatorial
district.
In the following lists of those who have served in the senate or
in tho bouse of representatives, the date prefixed to each name is
tho year in '~hich tho legislature convened. Since the inauguration of biennial 8C88ions the election has occurred. in the year
preceding.
Six citizens of Plymouth have received fifteen elections to the
senate:1785
1788
1801
1802
1803
1810
1811
1812

Francis Worcester
Frands Worcester
Moor Russell
l\loor Ituasell
lloor Russell
Moor Russell
Moor Russell
:Aloor Russell

1885
1886
1867
1868
1885
1899
1905

Walter Blair
Walter Blair
Henry W. Blair
Henry W. Blair
Manson S. Brown
George H. Adams
George H. Adams

George IT. Adams was president of the senate, 1905.
Dr. Robert Durns, who removed from Hebron to Plymouth,
1835, wns the senator of the eleventh district, 1831 and 1832.
N nthnni<ll P. :Melvin, who removed from Bridgewater to Plymonth, 1838, wns the senator of the eleventh district, 1837 and
1838.
Until the year 1800 Plymouth wns classed with other towns
in t.ho choice of a reprcscntativo to the State legislature. From
177G until the election of 1781 inclusive, Plymouth, New Chester,
Cockermouth, and Alexandria were joined in one class and privileged to send a representative. New London was severed from
Alexandria in 1779, and participated in the election of a representative in 1780 and 1781, but the territory of the class remained
unchanged.
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From 1782 until 1799 inclusive Plymouth and Rumney were
in a representative class, to which Wentworth was joined during
the years and including the elections of 1784: to 1787. Duriug
the years in which this town was classed with other towns the
election of the representative was always held in Plymouth.
In the enjoyment of the right of representation in the house of
representatives prescribed in the constitution, Plymouth baa been
privileged to send a representative since and beginning with the
election of 1800, ·and a considerable part of the time since 1872
the town baa possessed the constitutional requirem~nts of electing
two representatives, aa shown in the following table.
.Among the representatives elected previous to 1800, and while
Plymouth was classed with other towns, appear the names of Enoch
Noyes of. Cockermouth, Absalom Peters of Wentworth, and
Abraham Burnham, Edward Everett, Alexander Craig, and
:William Presson of Rumney: 1775 Samuel Emerson
1776 Francis Worcester
1777 Francis Worcester
1778 Francis W Ol'OOilter
1779 Joseph Senter
1780 Enoch Noyes
1781· Joseph Senter
1782 Edward Everett
1788 Francis Worcester
1784 Joseph Senter
1785 Abraham Burnham
1786 Absalom Peters
1787 Francis Worcester
1788 Abraham BurnhAm
1789 BenjAmin Goold
1790 AbrahAm Burnham
1791 Benjamin Goold
1792 Alexander Craig
1798 Benjamin Goolct
1794 AbrahAm Burnham
1796 Josiah Brown
1796 William Proason

1797
1798
1799
1800
1801
1802
1808
1804
1805

1822
1828
1824
1826
1826
1827
1828
1829
1880
1881
1882

Josiah Brown
Josiah Brown
Josiah Brown
Josiah Brown
Josiah Brown
Joshua Thornton
Joshua Thornton
Joshua Thornton
William Webster; he was
the representative 17
consecutive years
Samuel C. W ebater
Moor Russell
Moor Russell
Joseph Weld
SAmuel C. Webster
Samuel C. Webster
Samuel C. Webster
Stevens Merrill
SAmuel C. Webster
Jonathan Dearborn
Samuel C. W ebater
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1888
1834
1835
1836
1837
1888
1889
1840
1841
1842
1843
1844
1845
1846
1847
1848
1849
1850
1851
1852
1858
1854
1855
1856
1857
1858
1859
1860
1861
1862
1868
1864
1865
1866
1867
1868
1869
1870

Samuel C. Webster
Isanc Ward
Voted not to send
Rev. William Nelson
Rev. William Nelson
Humphrey Webster
Arthur L. Webster
Arthur L. Webster
JonAthnn Denrbon1
Did not elect
Joseph l<'i field
Joseph Fifield
Seth Doton
Joseph Fifield
Joseph l<'ifteld
John H. Gill
James Cochran
James Cochran
Seth Doton
Seth Doton
Stephen York
Washington George
Washington George
Denison R. Burnham
Denison R. Burnham
Denison R. Burnham
Hiram HarrimAn
Charles J. F. Stone
CAleb D. Penniman
Caleb D. Penniman
ThomM Shute
Thomas Shute
Voted not to send
Henry W. Blair
John A. Drake
Joseph A. Dodge
Joseph A. Dodge
Joseph A. Dodge
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1871 Joseph Burrows
1872 Joseph Burrows
James F. Langdon
1878 Joseph Burrows
James F. Langdon
1874 Joseph Burrows
William G. Hull
1875 Charles A. Jewell
Charles H. Bowles
1876 Charles A. Jewell
~ Charles H. Bowles
1877 Hazen D. Smith
John T. Cutter
1878 Hazen D. Smith
John T. Cutter
1879 Nathan H. Weeks
1881 John Mason
1888 George H . Adams
1885 John H. Mudgett
1887 Alvin Burleigh
1889 James Robie
1891 Cyrus Sargeant
George H. Colby
1898 Cyrus Sargeant
George H. Colby
1895 Warren G. Chase
Erastus B. Dearborn
1897 Henry C. Currier
Walter W. Mason
1899 James A. Penniman
Enos Huckins
1901 Charles J . Gould
Moses A. Ferrin
1908 Charles J. Gould
Moses A. Ferrin
1905 Charles J. Ayer
Benjamin F. St. Clair

Iu 1840 there were two sessions of the legislature. Arthur L.
Webster having resigned after the close of the first session, J onathan Dearborn was elected to the second session.
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Samuel 0. Webster was speaker of the house, 1831, and Alvin
Burleigh, 1887.
THE SELEOTKEN.

1766
1767
1768
1769
1770
1771
1772
1778
1774:
1775
1776
1777
1778
1779
1780
1781
1782
1788
1784:
1785
1786
1787
1788
1789
1790
1791
1792
1798
1794:
1795
1796
1797
1798
1799
1800
1801

Stephen Webster, Winthrop Wells, John Willoughby.
Ephraim Lund, John Willoughby, David Hobart.
David Hobart, Henry Snow, Winthrop Wells.
Francis Worcester, Henry Snow, John Willoughby.
Benjamin Goold, Elisha Bean, William Nevins.
Benjamin Goold, William Nevius, David Webster.
Benjamin Goold, John Willoughby, Samuel Dearborn.
Benjamin Goold, John Willoughby, Samuel Dearborn.
Samuel EmerROn, James Harvel, Thomas Lucas.
Samuel Emerson, James Haa-v·el, Thomas Lucas.
Ebenezer Blodgett, Samuel Emerson, Jamea Harvel.
Samuel Emerson, Benjamin Goold, Ebenezer Blodgett.
Stephen Webster, Jacob Merrill, Elisha Bean.
Samuel Emerson, Benjamin Goold, John Willoughby.
Samuel Emerson, James Hobart, Jotham Cummings.
Samuel Emerson, Jonas Keyes, Richard Bayley.
Samuel Emerson, Samuel Marsh, Enoch Ward.
Samuel Emerson, William George, Joseph Reed.
Samuel Emerson, Joeeph Senter, James Blodgett.
Samuel Emerson, Joshua Fletcher, Isaac Ward.
Samuel·Emerson, Willlam George, Benjamin Goold.
Samuel Emerson, John Rogers, Stephen WeiiB.
John Rogers, Jotham Cummings, David Webster. '
Samuel Emerson, William George, Benjamin Goold.
Samuel Emerson, Josiah Brown, Joshua Thornton.
Samuel Emerson, 'l'homas Harriman, Jotham Cummings, Jr.
Samuel Emerson, Peter Dearborn, Edward Senter.
Samuel Emerson, Stephen Bartlett, Richard Bayley, Joehua
l!'letaber; Jaoob Smith.
Samuel Emerson, William George, William Webster.
Samuel Emerson, Josiah Brown, Peter McQncsten.
Samuel Emerson, John Farmer, Nehemiah Snow.
Samuel Emerson, William Webster, Joshua Thornton.
Samuel Emerson, Josiah Brown, Joshua Thornton:
Samuel Emerson, Amos Blood, Samuel Wells.
Samuel Emerson, Josiah Brown, Joshua Tbon1ton.
Samuel Emerson, Joshua Thornton, Jotham Cummings, Jr.
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1802 Samuel Emerson, Jotbam Cummings, Jr., Samuel Wells.
1803 Samuel Wells, Jotbam Cummings, Jr., Joshua Thornton.
1804 Samuel Wells, Jotbam Cummings, Jr., Joshua Thornton.
1805 1\loor Russell, Solomon Bayley, Jotham Cummings, Jr.
1806 Samuel Wells, Jotbam Cummings, Jr., Solomon Bayley.
1807 Samuel Wells, Jotham Cummings, Jr., William George, Jr.
1808 Samuel Wells, Jotham Cnmmings, Jr., William George, Jr.
1809 Samuel Wells, Jotham Cummings, Jr., Moses Hadley.
1810 S:unucl Wells, !loses lindley, Daniel l<~aton.
JIU 1 S:unncl Wells, William Wchster, Asn Robbins.
1812 Samnel Wells, William Webster, Daniel JtAton.
1818 Samuel Wells, William Webster, Daniel Eaton.
1814 Samuel Wells, WiJiiam Webster, Moses George.
1815 William Webster, Moses George, Jonntban Cummings.
1816 William Webster, Benjamin Ward, James Miller.
1817 William Webster, Nathan Harris, James Miller.
1818 William Webster, Moses George, John Adams.
1819 Nathan Harris, William Webster, Moses George.
1820 Nathan Harris, William Webster, Moses George.
1821 William Webster, Moses George, John Adams.
1822 Nathan Harris, Asa Robbins, James Morrison.
1823 Moor Rnssell, Asa Robbins, James Morrison.
1824 Joseph Weld, Noah Cummings, Nathaniel Draper.
1825 Noah Cummings, Nathaniel Draper, Benjamin Bayley.
1826 Noah Cummings, Benjamin Bayley, Peter Flanders.
1827 Willlnm Webster, Isaac Ward, Peter Flanders.
1828 William Webster, Peter Flanders, Noah Cummings.
1829 William Webster, Noah Cummings, Ebenezer Blodgett.
1830 Jonathan Dearborn, John Harriman, Aaron Currier.
1831 Asa Robbins, John Harriman, Aaron Currier.
1832 Isnnc Ward, Noah Cummings, Jonl\than Dearborn.
1838 Isnac Ward, Noah Cummings, Jonathan Deat·born.
1834 Walter Blair, Noah Cummings, Benjamin Bayley.
1835 Walter Blair, Benjamin Bayley, Jesse Bullook.
1886 Wnlter Blair, Jesse Bullock, William GilL
1887 Jesse Bullock, William Gill, Enoch Cass.
1888 Jesse Bullock, Walter Blair, William Nelson.
1889 Jonathan Dearborn, William Nelson, Seth Doton.
1840 Jonathan Dearborn, Seth Doton, Henry Hoyt.
1841 Seth Doton, Henry Hoyt, William G. Rogers.
1842 David C. Webster, J,evi Drew, Robert Cochran.
1843 Thomas Clark, Robert Cochran, WUliam G. Rogers.

I
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1845
18-46
1847
1848
18-49
1860
1851
1852
18li3
1854:
1866
1&6
18li7
18li8
1869
1860
1861
1862
1863
1864:
1866
1866
1867
1868
1869
1870
1871
1872
1873
1874
1876
1876
1877
1878
1879
1880
1881
1882
1883
1884:
1886
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Tbomu Clark, Seth Doton, WOllam G. Bogen.
Jeaae Bullock, Robert. Cochran, Levi Drew.
Jeaae Bullock, Robert. Cochran, Levi Drew.
Nathaniel P. Melvin, Isaac Ward, Washington Goorge.
Na,haniel P. Melvin, Isaac Ward, Washington George.
Seth Doton, William Nelson, Anson Merrill.
Seth Doton, William Nelson, Anson Merrill.
Robert Cochran, Jamea F. Langdon, Jason C. Draper.
Robert Cochran, Jason C. Draper, Samuel A. Dearborn.
Samuel A. Dearborn, James Cochran, Hiram Clark.
Charlea Rogers, Hiram Harriman, Hazen N. Cross.
Hiram Harriman, Robert Mitchell, Gilmore Houston.
Washington George, Daniel H. Currier, Robert Mitchell •.
Washington George, Daniel H. Currier, Robert Mitchell.
Washington George, Daniel H. Currier, Charles L. Hobart.
David C. Webster, Charles L Hobart, Joseph C. Fifield.
Seth Doton, Anson Merrill, William Rogers.
W ashlngton George, 'l'homas Shute, Natbanlel A. Pike.
Washington George, Thomas Shute, Nathaniel A. Pike.
Daniel H. Currier, Hiram Harriman, HenryS. George.
Daniel H. Currier, Hiram Harriman, Henry S. George.
Daniel H. Currier, Washington George, John A. Drake.
Washington George, John A. Drake, John Nutting.
John G. Langdon, John Nutting, Jacob MorrilL
John G. Langdon, John Nutting, Jacob Morrill.
Seth Doton, Ama11a W. Avery, Harvey M. Rogers.
Seth Doton, Harvey M. Rogers, John T. Cutter.
John T. Cutter, William G. Hull, Cyrns Corlisa.
Seth Doton, Cyrus Corlisa, William W. Gibson.
Seth Doton, William W. Gibeon, Cah-in Clark.
Lucius M. Howe, Calvin Clark, George W. Garland.
Lucius M. Howe, George W. Garland, Harvey M. Rogers.
Harvey M. Rogers, Obadiah G. Smith, Thomas J. Adams.
Harvey M. Rogers, Obadiah G. Smith, Thomas J. Adams.
Cyrus Keniston, George W. Garland, Jonathan L Clay.
Alexander G. Smythe, George W. Garland, Jonathan L. Clay.
Alexander G. Smythe, Alfred Cock, James A. Penniman.
Daniel H. Currier, Alfred Cock, James A. Penniman.
Daniel H. Curlier, Plummer Fox, James A. Penniman.
Daniel H. Currier, J>Jummer Fox, Charles W. George.
Daniel H. Currier, Charles W. George, Robert W. Mitchell.
Plummer Fox, Amaaa W. Avery, George P. Cook.
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1886
1887
1888
1889
1890
1891
1892
1R91l
1R9·t
1895
1896
1897
1898
1899
1900
1901
1902
1908
1904
1905

Plummer Fox, Amasa W. Avery, George P. Cook.
Amnsa W. Avery, HenryS. George, Charles W. George.
Amasa W. Avery, George P. Cook, James A. Penniman.
Andrew J. McClure, Charles W. George, Henry W. Rogers.
Andrew J. )feCiure, Charles W. George, David W. Gibson.
Chnrlcs \V. George, Ohodiah G. Smith, Fred S. Rowe.
Frnuk IJ. Rollins, Charles W. Nelson, William H. Adams.
J<'rnnk H. Rollit1A, Charles W. Nelson, William H. Adams.
.Jnmes K. l'icrcc, Jt'rnncis I<'. nlake, Jason Clark.
.JnmcR K. Pierce, J•'rnncis 1". Hlake, .Jnson Clark.
John Mnsou, Charles W. George, Dean S. Currier.
John Mnson, Charles W. George, DeanS. Currier.
Amnsn W. Al•ery, DeanS. Currier, Charles J. Gould.
Charles J. Gould, Henry H. Whittemore, Francis F. Blake.
Charles J. Gould, Henry H. Whittemore, Henry C. Currier.
Plummer Fox, Henry H. Whittemore, Fred A. Atwood.
Jnmes N. )fcCoy, Heber W. Hull, Orrin W. Fletcher.
Plummer Fox, Heber W. Hull, Charles W.George.
IIeber W. Hull, Charles W. George, William J. Randolph.
Charles W. George, Edward A. Chase, Henry W. Rogers.

In 1782 Jonathan Robbins was chosen a selectman, and excused
in order that he might serve as constable and collector of taxes.
Samuel Marsh was chosen at the same meeting to fill the vacancy.
HenryS. George died July 30, 1887, and George P. Cook was
elected to fill tho unexpired term of office.
.
J nson Clark died June 8, 1805, and Alfred Cook was elected to
fill the unexpired term of office.
TowN CLERKS.
The town clerks of Plymouth have received a first election on the
dnte prefixed to their several names. Samuel Emerson, by re-election, was continued in office twenty-two years; Abel Webster,
thirteen; Samuel Wells, twelve, and Frederick W. A. Robie,
twelve.
1766
1767
1768
1781

Stephen Webster
Ephraim Lund
Abet Webster
Samuel Emerson

1808
1815
1821
1828

Samuel Wells
Nathan Harris
Jonathan Dearborn
Samuel C. Webster

670

IDSTOBY 011' PLYMOUTH,

1882
1884:
1840
1841
1846
1847
1849
1851
1852
1856
1859
1862
1864
1865
1867
1868

Jonathan Dearborn
Arthur Ward
Jonathan Dearborn
Frederick W. A. Robie
Samuel C. Webster
Denison R. Burnham
Samuel C. Webster
Hiram Clark
Levi W. Hodge
George A. Draper
Walter D. Blaisdell
Henry H . .McQueaten
John H. Mehin
George A. Draper
Gilmore .MeL. Houston
Frederick W. A. Robie

1876
1878
1879
1880
1881
1888
1885
1888
1889
1891
1892
1894
1896
1897
1899
1900

Rodney E. Smythe
Frank C. Langdon
lt'rank C. Lougee
Van N. Baaa
Benjamin F. St. Clair.
Moses A. lt'errin
Epee J. Calley
Libbeus E. Hayward
Daniel P. Donovan
Perley S. Currier
David H. Hallenbeck
Moses A. Batchelder
William F. AdAms
Charles C. Wright
Isadore N. Lundt>rville
.Moses A. Batchelder.

TowN TBBASuu:BS~

In the choice of town treasurers the action of the towns of New
Hampshire has not been uniform. A few towns, from the date of
organization, have annually elected a treasurer, but many com·
mitted the custody of the town money to the selectmen. Since the
act of 1850 a treasurer has been elected or appointed by the select·
men in all of the towns of the State, and previous to the act of
1889, in many towns one of the selectmen was elected or appointed
a town treasurer.
So far as discovered in the records, the town of Plymouth, with
the exception of three years, did not elect or appoint a town treas·
urer until 1851. In 1805 Samuel Emerson was chosen at the
annual meeting, and a few weeks later, at a special town meeting,
he was excused from continued service. Moor Russell was the
town treasurer for the years 1820 and 1821. The treasurers since
1851 follow.
1861
1852
1858
1854
1856

Robert Cochran
Robert Cochran
Thomas Clark
Daniel C. Wheeler
Hiram Harriman

1856
1857
1858
1859
1860

Daniel H. Cunier
Wo.ahingtoo Georgo
Washington George
David C. Webster
Seth Doton
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1861
1862
1863
1864
1865
1866
1867
1868
1869
1870
1871
1872
1873
1874
1875
1876
1877
1878
1879
1880
1881
1882
1883

Washington George
W nshlngton George
Washington George
Daniel II. Currier
Daniel H. Currier
Washington George
John G. Langdon
Alexander G. Smythe
Alcxnnclcr G. Smyt.be
Alcnndcr G. Smythe
Alennder G. Smythe
Cyrus Keniston
Cyrus Keniston
Cyms Keniston
Alexnndcr G. Smythe
Alexander G. Smythe
Alexander G. Smythe
Lucius M. Howe
Lucius M. Howe
John Mason
John :Mnson
Renselear 0. Wright
Renselear 0. Wright 1
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1884: Joseph M. Howe
1885 Joseph M. Howe
1886 Charles J. Gould
1887 Hiram Clark
1888· Hh-am Clark
1889 Hiram Clark
1890 Hiram Clark
1891 Hiram Clark
1892 Hiram Clark
1898 Hiram Clark
1894: Hiram Clark
1895 Frank C. Calley
1896 Frank C. Calley
1897 Frank C. Calley
1898 David H. Hallenbeck
1899 Edward A. Chase
1900 J<'Atward A. Chase
1901 Edward A. Chase
1902 William A. Kimball
1903 William A. Kimball
1904: William A. Kimball
1905 William A. Kimball
-!
Ol!' THE PEACE.

In colonial timos, and during the earlier history of the State,
the title of Esquire was the unquestioned evidence of distinction
and honor. It was assumed by the judges of the courts, sheriffs,
coroners, and justices of the peace.
After tbe organization of Grafton County, and during the two
remaining years that New Hampshire was a province under the
Crown, the justices of the peace were appointed by Gov. John
Wentwortll. The executive records of this period are not preserved,
and tbe official record of the appointments is not available. From
other sources of information it appears that eighteen or more
citizens of Grafton County were justices of the peace before the
Rc\"Olution. They were: John Fenton and David Hobart of
I Renselear 0. Wright died Oct. 24:, and Joseph :M. Howe wu appoin&ed
Oct. 29, 1883.
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Plymouth, Asa Porter and John Hurd of Haverhill, Rev. Eleazar
Wheelock and Bezaleel Woodward of Hanover, Moses Little of
Campton, Daniel Brainerd of Rumney, Israel Morey of Orford,
J obn Wbeatly of Lebanon, Samuel Gilbert of Lyme, Timothy
Bedel of Bath, Joshua Merrill of Warren, Edwards Bucknam of
Lancaster, Joseph Peverly and Joeeph Holbrook of Northumberland, and Seth Wales of Columbia.
During the Revolution, and while the temporary constitution
was in force, the justices of the peace were appointed by the legi~
lature and commissioned by the president of the council. In 1776
Samuel Emerson of Plymouth was appointed a justice of the
peace, and the same year Francis Worcester and James Harvell
were appointed coroners for the county. In 1778 Francis Worcester was appointed a justice of the peace. It is probable that Moses
Dow and David Hobart were justices of the peace after 1776 and
while they were residents of Plymouth, but a record of their appointment is not found. Joseph Senter, then of Holderness, and
later of Plymouth, was appointed in 1776.
Since the adoption of the State constitution of 1784, justices
of the peace for the term of five years have been appointed by the
governor and council. The following table contains the names of
the citizens of Plymouth who have been appointed, and the date of
their first appointment. Several of these removed from town
before their first. commission expired, while others, by reappoint·
ments, have held commissions many years.
1784 Francia Worceater
Samuel Emerson
Dr. John Rogers
1786 Joseph Senter
1789 John Porter
1799 Josiah Brown
180-i Phineas Walker
1806 Dr. Jonathan Robbins
Samuel Wella
1811 Stephen Grant
18U Calvin Clark

18U Moor Rnssell
Samuel C. Wehster
1819 Dr. Snmnel Rogers
1821 Joseph Kimball
1822 NI\Lbaniel Peabody Rogers
1824 Jonathan Cnmmlnga
1826 Jonathan C. Everett
1827 William Coombs Thompson
1828 Stevena Merrill
Jonathan Bliss
1880 John Rogers
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1881 Jonathan Dearborn
1885
1836
1837
1839
1840
1842
1843
1844
1846
1847
184!)
1851
1852

1853
1855
1856

1857
1858
1859
1860

Timothy Eastman
Walter Blair
Joseph Fifield
Nathaniel P. Melvin
Arthur L. Webster
Dr. Robert Burns
David H. Collins
Anson 1\lerrill
Thomas Clark
Joseph Powers
Otis Whitney
William Leverett
William Duma
Jnmes McQuesten
William W. Russell
Seth Doton
William Restieanx
Fredetick W. A. Robie
l~llcry A. Ilibbard
Thomas Pc1·kins
Cyrus Keniston
David U. Currier
John T. Cutter
John Keniston
Peter Walker
Stephen York
N npoleon B. Bryant
Denison R. Burnham
J osepb Clark
Arthur Ward
Gilmore Houston
Alvah 1\lcQuesten
Samuel N. Rowe
Charles 1<'. Stone
John A. J>utncy
Hiram W. Gove
Henry W. Blair
Benjamin Clark
.Joseph C•.Fifielcl
I>ese\·ignia S. Burnham
John W. Ela

1860
1862
1868
186,
1867
1869

1871

1872
1878
ISH

1875
1876
1877
1878
1879
1880
1881
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Washington George
William W. Russell, Jr.
Joseph Burrows
John G. Langdon
Nathaniel A. Pike
Joseph M. Burrows
Gilmore MeL. Houston
Fisher Ames
Andrew J. C. Barnard
Walter D. Blaisdell
William A. Chandler
Hiram Clark
William C. HBll
Anson Merrill
John Mason
George F. Merrill
Amasa W. A very
Manson S. Brown
Daniel W. Burrows
John F. Morton
Morris W. Prince
Alvin Burleigh
Charles W~ Bolles
Collins M. Buchanan
Samuel P. Chase
Joseph A. Dodge
William G. Hull
Charles A. Jewell
Harvey M. Rogers
Charles M. Whittier
Horatio 0. Ladd
William L. Homer
Rodney E. Smythe
George H. Robinson
Winfield S. Robinson
Edgar H. Gove
Frank C. Longee
George H. Adams
Lemnel L. Draper
Arthur 8. Hazelton
Frederick W. Ballou
Chauncey A. Fellow•
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1881 Wllllam A. Raymond
1882 James A. Penniman
1888 Moses A. Ferrin
Elliot B. Hodge
Nathan H. W eeka
1884 George H. Bowles
Epee J. Calley
Charles H. Turner
1887 Mya-on W. Ilasclt.ine
Merrill Greeley
Cyrus K. Kelley
Joseph C. Storey
1888 John Chandler
Francie A. Cushman
Daniel P. Donovan
1891 DeanS. CuaTier
Perley S. Currier
John Keniston
Woodbury F. Langdon
James N. M':Coy

1892 Dr• .Robert Bums
1898 .Alvin F. Wentworth
Charles C. Wright
1896 Hanson S. Chase
1897 Charles E. Chandler
1899 leadore N. Lundervllle
William J. Randolph
Frank H. Rollins
1900 Fred W. Downing
Ellsworth W. lloltham
David M. Tenney
Fred P. Weeka
1901 William M. Brown
William S. Coleman!
William A. Kimball
A din H. Philbrick
Scott N. Weeks
1902 David P. Bur leigh
Joset>h P. Huckins
1904: Leon C. Pugo

CoRONERS.

Since 1784 the following citizens of Plymouth have been com·
missioned coroners of Grafton County: 1784
1788
1797
1881

William George
James Ha"ell
Josiah Brown
John Adame

1838 Nathaniel P. lfelvin
18M John Rogers
1876 Rodney E. Smythe

NoT..UUES PuBLIO.

Very probably to meet the demands of the Pemigewasset Bank,
Dr. Samuel Rogers was commissioned a notary public in 1826.
Walter Blair, in 1830, and Benjamin Bayley, in 1831, were commissioned to the same office. Not until the statutes more clearly
defined the powers and duties of notaries were many appointed
in this State. The later appointments to this office have been more
numerous.
1866 Charles F. Stone
1860 James McQucaten

1866 George P. Rueaell
1868 Joseph Burrows
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1879 Charles A. Jewell
1881 George H. Adams
Osman B. Copeland
1883 Alvin Dnrlelgh
1887 Uodncy J<: Smythe
1888 Joseph(). Story
1892 Chnl"les J . Ayer

1894:
1895
1898
1899
1901
1902

Alvin F . Wentworth
Moses A. Ferrin
Henry Carroll
Charles C. Wright
John E. Smith
William A. Kimball

TnE PoLITICAL SENTIMENT OF PLYMOUTH.

:From the close of the Revolution until 1796, and from about
1820 to 1828, appropriately called the era of good feeling, there
was no clear division of the voters on party lines. During these
two eras in the history of New Hampshire the popular vote was
more an expression of a preference for men than of the support
of measures. Such seasons of absence from party strife, if interesting to the independent voter, are an unnatural condition in
American politics. The typical voter of New Hampshire demands
a contest. In the fullest exercise of his political privileges, he must
defeat one candidate while he elects another; he must have a man
and a party to vote against as well as one to support. Possibly he
finds a keener delight in the overthrow of his opponents than in
the triumph of his associates. In a limited measure this sentiment
is commendable. A voter should have faith in his party and con·
fidence in his candidates, and wltenever he wins, let him enjoy
the consolation that right has prevailed.
An analysis of the election returns of New Hampshire reveals
the fact tbnt in many of the towns a majority of the voters, from
1784 to 1820, were federalists, and later, upon the imperfectly
defined issues between the supporters of Adams and of Jackson,
they supported the Adams party, becoming whigs and later republicans. In a larger number of towns a majority early became anti·
federalists, then Jackson men, and, later, democrats. Another
group of towns has remained many years so evenly divided between the opposing parties that small majorities have been given
to one and the other party. Plymouth, with an exceptional record,
belongs to neither of these three classes. At many of the early
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electiOns the town was strongly federalist, but sometimes expressing preferences for men without regard to party considerations.
During the era of good feeling the vote of any tOwn is without sig·
nificance. On the iBBUes between the Adams and the Jackson parties
the town of Plymouth at . first was nearly evenly divided, the
Jackson party making substantial gains· at successive elections.
Commencing 1840, the town was strongly democratic until 1855.
The only exception to the triumph of the democrats during this
periOd was the vote for g(>vernor in 1848, when Nathaniel S. Derry,
the whig eandidate for .governor, obtained a plurality of nineteen
votes, but• in November of the same year, in the ·presidential
election, the democrats carried the town by a large majority.
From 1855 to the present time there have been many warmly
contested elections. In the vote for governor since 1855 the republicans have c&st the larger vote twenty-four and the democrats
fourteen times.
In the ·following table of election returns the candidates of the
federalist, · Adams, whig, and republican parties are placed in
the first column. The second column contains the candidates of the
anti-federalist, Jackson, and democratic parties. The reader, how·
ever, will generously note that during a part of the ern of good
feeling a proper clUBification cannot be made. In the last·column
the name · of · the · succ'essful candidate for governor is stated.
In the second table, presenting the vote for preeideniial electors,
the parties are indicated by the name of the candidate for
president.
THJD VoTJD IN PLYKOUTR

li'OB

GovBRNOB, 1784-1904.

I A.w-~ I
17M
1'786
1780
1'787
1'788
1T89

17UO

No record
Joelah Banle&t
John Lanlfdon
Joho Lanlfdoo
Joho Lanpoo
John Plukerlna
Jobo Plckerlna

48 ScaUeriDa
68

76
61
86

44

16
Sc11tterinJ,
0
Samuel I Yermore 2
Samuel Livermore 3
Joelah Banle&t 7
J . W en&worth
G

Weere

~c.:

SuUIYu

J:.uacdoa

SlllliYaD
Bartle&&

THE ToWN

HALL,

1905

5't'l

KISOELLANY.

Dna.

1701
1792
170.'1
1704
1706
1700
1707
1708
1790
1800
1801
1802
1SO.'J
1804
1806
1800
1807
1808
1800
1810
1811
1812
1818
1814
1816
1816
1817
1818
1819
1820
1821
1822
1823
1824
1826
1826
1827
1828
1820
18.'ID
1831
1&12
1883
18.14
JS.'Jli
183G
1837
1S.'J8
1S:JII
1840
1841
1842
1843
1844
1846
1846
1847
1848
1849

I

l'llll&ll.U.IIft,

JosiAh JJarllctt 40
.lo•iRh llRrtlett 71
,Jo~iRh Bnrtlett
67
John T. Gilman 76
No rt>cord
No rt>cord
No recortl
No ret."Ortl
.John '1'. Gilman 101
.John '1'. Gilman 118
.John '1'. GilmAn 114
John 1'. Gilman 88
John '1'. Gilman 101
.John T. Gilman 107
John T. Gilman 98
John 1'. Gilmrm 72
John '1'. Gilman a6
John T . Gilman 27
Jeremlnh Smith 01
Jeremiah Smith 103
Jeremiah Smith 100
John T. Gilman 110
John T. Gilman 128
John T. Gilman 118
John T. Gilman 119
James SheRfe
114
JAmes Shellfe
110
JPremiah Muon 97
WilliAm llaie
87
Scattering
2
ScAttering
0
Scattering
0
SAmuel Dinsmoor 18
lJnid J•. Morrill 32
J>nill L. Morrill 166
David I.. Morrill 86
Scattering
0
,John Bell
180
John Bell
114
'Jimothy UphAm 91
lchnbod Bartlett 10~
lchabod Bartlett 79
Sci\ tiering
3
Scattering
2
Joseph HeAley
80
ScAttering
11
ScAttering
6
,James Wilson 116
JAmes Wilson
08
]<;nos Ste•ens
92
Enos Ste•ens
74
Enos Stevena
68
Anthony Colby 66
Anthony Colby 84
Anthony Colby 68
Anthony Colby 60
Anthon, Colby 02
NRth'l •. llerrr. 123
l..cYI Chamber aln 67

VOL,I.-37

John Langdon

Bartlett
Bartlet'
Bartlett
Gilman
Gilman
Gilman
Gilman
Gilman
Gilman
Gilman
Gilman
Gilman
Gilman
Gilman
Langdon
Langdon
Langdon
Langdon
Smith
Langdon
Langdon
Plumer
Gilman
Gilman
Gilman
Plumer
Plumer
Plumer
Bell
Bell
Bell
Bell
Woodbury
Morrill
Morrill
MorriH
Pierce
Bell
Pierce
IIR"ey
Dinsmoor
Dinsmoor
Dins moor
Bttdger
Badger
Hill
IIIII

8

Timothy Walker 1
Timothy Walker 4
John Langdon
6
.John LAngdon 16
John LAngdon 24
John Langtlon 86
John J..anr•lon 89
John Langdon 74
John Langdon 60
John Langdon 89
John J,angdon 61
John Lrmgdon 60
William l'lumer 46
William l'lumer 48
William l'lumer 38
William Plumer 80
William Plumer 42
WilliAm Plnmer 89
William Plumer 48
Samuel Bell
42
Samuel Bell
128
SAmuel Bt>IJ
168
Samuel Hell
189
Le•l Woorlbury186
Lni Woodbury188
Scntterin~t
0
BenjAmin Plt>rce 74
Benj. Pil'rce
161
EenJ. l'ierce
104
Be"J. l'ierce
86
M. lnr•ey
120
Sam'l I>lnsmoor 98
Sam'l Dinamoor 102
Snm'l J>insmoor 104
William lladger 111
William Badger 116
lsaRc Dill
92
IsaAC HIll
116
l8MC Hill
117
John !'age
132
John l'age
127
John Page
126
Henry Hubbard 117
Henry Hubbard 107
John H. Stt>ele 127
John II. Steele 99
J . W. Wlllinma 112
J. W. Williams 91
J. W. WilliAm• 104
Sam'l Dlnemoor 110

Scattering
11
Scattering
13
Daniel Holt 86
Daniel lloit 19
Daniel Holt 13
Daniel Holt 88
Daniel Holt 26
Nath'l B. Derry 86
Nath'l S.Berry 69
Na&h'l B.Berry62

IllII
rage
Page
Page
Hubbard
Hubbard
Steele
Steele
Colb,Y
Wilhama
Willlama
Dinsmoor

lS78

1860
1861
1862
1868
1864
1866
1866
1867
1868
1860
1860
1861
186ll
186.'1

1864
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Lnl Cbamberlaln 79
Thomu E. Sawyer 66
Thomu E. Sawyer 70
Jamea Bell
67
Jamea BeU
68
Ralph Metcalf 1M
RalfJh Metcalf 148
Wll lam Haile 167
William Halle 168
IchabodGoodwln 167
lchabod Goodwin 181
Nath'l S. Uerry 179
Nath'1 S. &rry 164
JoaephA.Gilmore 148
~hA.Gilmore170

erick Smyth 166
Frederick Smyth 179
Walter Harriman 168
Walter Harriman 178
Ooalow Stearne 162
Ooalow Stearne U1
Jamt>a Pike
188
EZ4'kiel A. Straw 182
Ezekiel A. Straw 160
L. McCutchina 162
PenooC.Cheney179
PeraonC.Cheneyl79
BenJ. F. PrMCOU 191
BenJ. F. Preacot& 198
NaU Hud
IUS
Charlea II. Dell 249
Samuel W.llale 261
Moody Currier 266
Chu. H. Sawyer 221
Da•ldH. Goodell 280
Hiram A. Tuttle 208
11192 John B. Smith 206
1894 Chu. A. Buale1 242
1896 Geo. A. Ramadell 2b8
1898 Frank W.Rollina 248
1000 Cheater B.Jonlan 278
190'2 N.J. Bachelder 281
1004 John McLane
807

1866
1866
1867
1t!68
1869
1870
1871
1872
1878
1874
1S76
1876
1877
1878
1878
1880
18112
11184
1886
1888
1800

TnE VoTE
1788
1792
1796
1800
1804
1808
1812

Bam'l Dlnamoor 141
8am1 J)lnamoor 188
Noah MarUn
140
Noah Martin
166
Nath'l B. Baker 182
Nath'l D. Baker 12t
John S. W ella 187
John 8 . Welle 116
Aaa P. Cate
126
Aaa P. Cate
138
Aaa P. Cate
167
George Stark 149
George l:itark 118
Ira A. E11tman 147
E. W . Harrington 184
E . W. Harrln~too 121
John G. Sloe air 184
John G. Sinclair 188
John G. Sinclair 176
John Bedel
216
John Bedel
167
.J. A. Wcatoo 216
J . A. Weaton 219
J. A. Weaton 2:116
J . A. Weatoo 239
II. 1{. Robena 241
J>aniel Afarcy 286
Daniel Marcy 286
F. A. McKean 261
F. A. McKean 227
Frank Jouea
2:.!7
.M. B. v. ll:clgerly 206
John M. llill
216
'fhoa. Cogawell 11l2
C. H. Amadeo 261
C. H. Amadeo 266
J,. F. McKinney 261
Henry 0 . Kent 208
Henry 0. Kenl 128
Chu. F . Stone 192
Fred'k E. Potter 188
Henrv F. llollia 166
Henri F. llollia 180

Nath'l.S.Berry 48
John Atwood 60
John Atwood 69
John H. White 44
Jared 1•erkina 66
19
Scatteriofn
L Goodw
18

Dinam.oor
Ploaruoor
.Martin
.MarUn
Baker
Metcalf
Metcalf
Halle
Haile
Goodwin
Goodwin

BeiTJ

Harriman

7

~Flint
Darrowa
CooiiCI"

68

Muon
mack mer
White

8

16

s
6
2

Berry
Gilmore
Gilmore
Smyth
Smyth
Harriman
11arriman
Stcarua
Stearna
Weaton
Straw
Straw
Weaton
Cheney
Cht>ney

Prcscou

u

}>l"l''ICC

Brown

11

Muon
Wentworth

18
11
11

Carr
Carr
Knowlea
J.
Berry
Stenna
Fletcher
J. C. Ilerry
DaYid Heald

c.

t
10

11
16
14
23

10

llead
Bell
Ualo
Currier
Currier
Goodell
Tuwe
Smith
Bualel
Ramadell
Roll ina
Jordan
Bachelder
McLane

FOR PnEsiDENT AND VIoE-Pn.EsmENT.

Electors were elected by the legislature.
Scattering
0
W asbington 88
John .Adums 64
Scattering
0
Electors were elected by tho legislnturc.
Clinton
21
Jefferson
68
Pinckney
107
Madison
85
Clinton
121
Madison
(4
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1816
1820
1824
1828
1832
1836
1840
1844
HHR
1Rii2

1856
1860
1864
1868
1872
1876
1880
1884
1888
1892
1896
1900
1904

King
82
not contested.
Adams
60
Adams
138
Clay
8•
Scattering
1
Harrison
123
Clny
64
Taylor
24
St.oott
54
Fremont
174
Lincoln
167
Lincoln
177
Grant
169
Grant
161
Hayes
185
248
Garfield
Blaine
260
Harrison
236
Harrison
219
McKinley
318
McKinley
28-l
822
Roosevelt

Monroe
.2
:Monroe
69
not contested.
Jackson
77
Jackson
98
Van Buren 61
Van Buren 128
Polk
115
101
CMS
Jlierce
128
Bnehanan ll7
125
Douglas
McClellan 139
19.
Seymour
Greeley
221
Tilden
250
227
Hancock
Cleveland 214
Cleveland 254:
Cleveland 268
89
Bryan
Bryan
178
175
Parker

Birney
Van Buren
Hale
Scattering

15
67
29
1

Others
Others
Ot.hers
Others
Others
Others

18
11

11
88
18
14

PoPULATION oP PLYMOUTH.
Plymouth in one hundred and forty years has grown from a
scattered settlement to a town of two thousand inhabitants. The
early enumerations of the people ordered by the colony and by the
State have been presented in other chapters. The population of
this town in each of the twelve Federal censuses is here stated: -

1790
1800
1810
1820
1880
1840

625
748
937
983
1175
1281

1850
1860
1870
1880
1890
1900

1290
U07
1ol09
1719
1852
1972

Copies of the official census of 1790 and 1850 are appended.
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01' Jla.t.DI CliP
Ill PLYMOU'III,
Ourro• 0oull'l"f1
!In ll.t.Jinluu.

Alia, David
Barnard, Currier
Bartlett, Stepbc.>n
Dayley, lllchard
Dayley.l Solomon
Beau, JJearborn
Dean, Elilha
Dlodp~ Ablel
Dlodget, Ebeneser
Dlodget, Jam.,.
Blodget, Jamea, Jr.
Blodge~ Joaepb
Bloud, Amoe
Brown, Josiah
•
Brown, Lucy
Brown, Nathaniel
Brown, Patty
Drown, Silu
Burbeclt, Jamet
Buawell, Caleb
Buawell, Richard
Clark, Kfhraim
Crawfon, William
Cumminga, llenry
Cumming~, Jutl111m
Cumminga, Jotham,
Dull, MuaM
[Jr.
Dearborn, Peter
Dearborn, Samuel
Draper, Jacob
l!:moraon, Nathaniel
Emeraon, Samuel
Enna, Edward
Farnum, John
Fletcher, Joehua
l<'rench, Moses
George, William
George, WUiiam Jr.
Gould, Benjamin
Greeney, Peter
Greanleaf, Samuel
Greenough, William
Harriman, Thomu
Harrit, Jaml!8
Hay, Edward
Ileath, Dearborn
Herrick, Joseph
Hewea, Richard
Hickok, Andrew
Hobart, David

J'.t.MILID Ill J'L'l'IIOVTD,

Ouno• Coull'l"f,
!In H.t.MNIU&L

1
1

1
2
2
1

2
1

2
8
8
8
1
8

2
1

~

2
2
2
2
8
4

8

1
1

1
8
2
1

1
2
2

8
1

7
2
2

1

1
1
1
1
2
1
8
1
1
2

8
1
1
2
1
II
1
1
~

1
8
1

1

2

1

1
1
2

6

8

1
1
2
6

6

2
9
2

6

8
1

1

1

7
8

1
8
8
1
4
2

4

1

2

2
2
1
2

10
6

2

1

2

1
2

1
1
2
4

1
1

1
1
1
1

1
1

~

2
6
6
9
7
4

7

8
6
7

'

1
1
18
6
1
2
1
4
1

2

2
6
1
12
1
7
6
14
8
6
10
2

'

9
7
7
3
7
6
6
12
10
6
1
2
2
4
7
1

llull, George
llnll, Moaca
Kemp, John
Keyes, l!:phralm
KeyM, Ephraim, Jr.
Keyea, Jonu
Keyea, l'eter
J..onjoy, Samuel
Marah, Ephraim
Marah, Jacob
Marah, John
Marah, Onealpherua
Marah, Samuel
McClure, 'J'homu
Mcintire, Hugh
McQueaten, Peter
MeiYin, Ebenezer
Merrill, Dnid
Merrill, Jacob
Merrill, Jacob, Jr.
Morae, Jonathan
Morae, Samuel
Mullikin, Nathan
Novin11, ,John
l'urkcr, Z11chnrinh
Penniman,.Jonathan
I•enniman, Nathan
Phillips, Amoa
l'hlllipa, John
Phlllipa, Joaeph
Phillip1, Paul D.
Porter, John
l'ra~ David
Ryan,.Jamea
Jlyan, Joseph
Read, Joaeph
Rideout, Benjamin
Hideout, Juhn
Robbina, Jonathan
Robbina,JunrllhKn,
Jlugera, Jo~noch [Jr.
Hogen, John
Senter, David
Senter, Edward
Senter, Joaeph
Sargent, Alii
Sar~tent, Chriltopher
Sergent, Muaea
Sit•hroa, John
Smith, Jacob

8
1
1

1

II

2

4

2

2
1

8
8

7
7

8

6

2

1
1

~

2
1
2
8
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
2
1
2
1
1
1
1
1
2

8
2
2

2

8

2
1

3
8

8
2
6

1
1
1

II
4

6
1
6
6

6

~

9
8

1

2

1
1

8
8
3
8
1

2

8

1
1

1

4

4

1
1
1

8
1
1
1
1

a

2

1

1

6
1

1

1
1
8
2

7
1
4

1

7

1

1

2

1

~

4
8
2

1
1
II
8
1
2

s
s

6
1
6

2
~

2

3
6

6
II
8

1

1

'

4

2

1

e
1
1
9
8

8
1
11
6

8
7
6
7
10
9
8
7
1
8
1
9
8

2

N.n.
,,

,,
.,
.,
,,

,
"

,"

,.

,
.,
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.

lu HI
4

4

6

6

6

6

7

7

8

8

9

9

10

10

11

11

1t

12

18

18

.....

Au.

000III'A'IIOII.

!
'I

Jil
Powers, Reuben
Jane
Calvin B.
Lliciua D. 1•.
Cochran, Robert
Barrie&
MIU'Y A.
Joaeph
Suaan
William
Harrlton
Eliza
Ann B.
Cochran, Jam11
Beteey R.
Georp
George, William
Mar1
Mary
Payton
Rideout, Walter
Sarah
Catherine
Elizabeth
Clark, trent
Baile)', Henry
ancy
W ooater~eorge
Melvin, alter
DorothJ.
Noah .
Sylveater
Caroline
Phllllpa, Noah
Dorothy
Cilley, Andrew
Charlotte
Abigail
Abner
Antony
Rurane
Orilla
Ucbo:ct:a
ChArlotte
Penniman, Caleb D.
Clnriaa
Adna 1..
Chnrlea D.
Caroline S.
Jamea
Juatoa B.
Oeorl(e B.
Clarlaa
Eliza

62

Farmer

44

Farmer

46
18
16
46

1~

Farmer

11
9
7
46

40

Farmer

1660

Jolnor

800

81

14
40
49
10
6
61

48
16

Farmer

28

19
67
68

16

68
64

19
16

Farmer

1000

Farmer
Fanner

1400
800

Nuraery buaineu
Farmer
Farmer
Farmer

400

14

12
10
8

6
4

46
40

Farmer

20

Painter
l!'anner

16
12
10
6
8

1

64

"
"
"

N.H.

..."
.."
"..
.."

.."..

..
..."
.."
.
"
..
"

11

77
76
49
41
16

.
Vt.
N.H.
Vt.

.

17

16
18

I'I.Aa. .,. BumL

1200

..
..
......
N.H.
...
..
....
....
..

....
....
...
"
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Ia.
jU ra5fi
1!1

li

lf.l•L

AaL

II
00UUPA'fiOL

o§

!3> lloO>
If

14

16

16

16

16

17

17

18

18

19

19

20

20

21

21

22

22

23

23

24

24

lllorel', Elbridge G. 33
Farmer
1,ucy J.
34
Mnrtha J.
6
Ann M.
3
G<'nrRC G.
2m.
Htcphen
70
Farmer
Snlly
64
Moree, Samuel
68
Farmer
Jluth
47
Abel W.
66
Abi~tail
9
Snmuel M.
6
Philbrick, Richard 86
Joiner
Jane
27
Maria A.
11
Hiram C.
9
Nancy J.
6
John
4
llavid
77
None
Runice
67
Benjamin F. P.
19
Joiner
Fowll'r, John
49
Farmer
Susan
48
Susan A.
14
Harriet A.
6
John W.
2
Unid W.
20
Farm81'
Moree, William
66
Farmer
Itnth
61
Mosca
23
Farmer
CharlH
16
Farmer
Welle, Henry
46
Farmer
EliZAbeth J.
17
Cordelia
13
Uomenla
6
Hoyt, Betsey
62
Atlnma, ltloaee
68
Farmer
Merriam
6U
George C.
28
Farmer
William H.
16
Farmer
Barnnrd, George W. 46
Farmer
Mary
48
l'ien~, Mary A.
20
Morgan, Smith
89
Farmer
HacheI
88
Jeremiah E.
14
Jonathan A.
lll
Rachel E.
11
Abigail M.
9
Sarah E.
1
l>nld 111.
6
llrnrv S.
2
M11rti.l\ 1'.
2m.
I.eavltt, Stephen
66 Minister, F. W. B.

jil
IJ
1600

PJ.Aa. 01' BlaTL

N.H.

"
"

"

"..

1000

900

"

"
"

..
"
"..
..""
"
"..
....

Me.
N.H.

600

"

"..

1600

600

400
600

......
.."
"
"
"
"
"

..
..

,,"
700
1200

"

"
"

....

..
"..

......"
1600

....

.,

>.
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26

28

24

26

26

~

27

28

28

LeuiU, 0111'8
Chari•
Lorette
Hannah
BlodJ[et&, J01epb F.
Mary
Simeon
Samu•l
Jo.eph 8.
John P.
Bartlett, Dal'ld R.
Lola F.
Mary
8tPphen
Joeeph A.
Mary
Flanden, Peter
Hannah
Adama,John
Sarah
TltomaaJ.
M~~ryJ.

29

80

81

82

33

a.

86

29

80

31

82

88
34

86

Mary C.
Cumminp, Henry
Preaton, Sal'llh A.
Farnum, Eliza 1.
Charles E.
Abigail A.
Morriaon, Joaeph F .
Ann D.
Loella G.
Jo••C
Gale, pbronla R.
Bickford, Frcd'k A.
Wheeler, William 0 .
Orpha
William H.
Betaey J.
Whitcher, Perley
Fifield, Joaeph
Melinda
Harieu
Elizabeth
OliYer
Barrett, Emery
Bean, Eunice
Flanden, Georp
Sarah
Elizabeth J.
CynUaia A.
George Francie
Oagoocl, Joaeph D .
Nancy, B.
Eaa&man, Jane P.

;al

66

18
14

2'.!
60

61

m

19
16
13
87
80

78
78
28

Farmer

1200

Carpenter
Maaon
Farmer
Farmer

80

Pouer

1000

Farmer

1fi00

260

300

14
12

Pedlar

Brick maker
Blackami&b

1000
600

Blackeml&b
Farmer

60

19
28
21
22
70

42

8000

None
Farmer
Potter

38

u

11
1

87

33

m

..
...

......
.....

"

."..

Vt.
N. H.

8

20
66

Ma~~.

Me.
N.H.

12

40
3'A
9

...
N. H.
.....
....
..
..
....
....

N. II.

Farmer

40
88

6
18
81

BlftiL

VL

28
44

80
29
7

0.

N. II.
Farmer

6
8
1

68
6CJ
64

PL4a.

1>-l

Ill>-

24

g

Landlord

2000

.
......
....
...
......
..V&...
..

Vt.
N.H.

585
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0=~
~~~ ~~a
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86

37

37

38

lt'llmr1en, Hct&cy
Chnndlcr, J<:llcn
Clnrk, Amos
Lnura
Cltnrlee R.
MRry R
JWen A.
Morrison, Jamee
Mirinm J.
James
Ell~n

39

40

41

41

42

42

43

48

44

44

46

46

46

41

46

47

Klmb11ll, Job E.
Lyrtla
S11rnh
Melvina
Johe E.
Abigail
J,ydil\
CroRB, Pel\reon S.
Nnncy A.
J,yon8, Bmrlford
Stebbins, llnrrlett
Clark, Sl\rah
George, S11rah
HenryS.
Amnnda N.
Wlllon({hby, Jonu
Hepsibn.h
Str11w, Dudly
Mary
L11uraJ.
Daniel
Gill, John H.
Ato"a
Jloit, Mllrlam
Webster, William
I..nurll
Merinda
fletsey
Henry
Amos
Esther
Mary
Fuller, Mary
Dearborn, Sam'l A.
Hnrllh
I<:rn~~tue

48

48

!

~~.

l'r..lCIII W'

Buml.

~!I

flet~ey

40

0oovr.l'l'IOW.

~~

36

39

AoL

r..o~>o

- ---

38

!IA•L

Har.eltlne, James
Clnrk, ·n,omu
1\lnrlfllrette
1'homas F.
Gl'orge
John

46
12
48
84
7

5
6tn.
63
53
36

1600
Farmer

Farmer

8000

8000

"

....

20
Farmer

3i)

12
10
8

Farn1er

4000

44

26

87
12

67

600
Farmer

2500

Potter

1100

Potter

600

Carpenter

~

11
9

78
68 -

63
60

41
14
11

10

..

"

Man.
N.H.

...."
"
"
"
"
"

..
....
"

.."

87
46

28
26
2

"

M&81.
N.H.

..

Farmer

17

18
40
48
16
43
89
18

"
"

.."

20

8
60
64
64

.."
"
.."
"

6
Sm.

49
62

......

Mus.
N.H.

20
39

N.H.
Me.
N.IL
Vt.
N.H.

Shoemaker

600

Farmer

8000

......"
......
..
"
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II

.

1'I!1 JiJ
48

48

49

49

60

60

61

61

......

68

64
66

62

68

64
66

66

66

67

67

68

68

o-r~-··

Clark, Roben
7
Martha
6
Helen
[G.
1
Cilley, Layfayette 26
Pieroe, DaTid
21
!U
~rrill, Slll&ll
24
errlllo:etaey B.
Clark, t.ey D.
24
Ellen A.
6
Bull, Mo60
Zilpha
60
Mary E.
9
Albert
9
Gould, Charlet
u
Charlotte E.
88
Allee B.
16
Mary J.
11
Sarah A.
8
C'nthla
We ater John
George, Wuhin(ton
Louiaa
Ellen A.
Harriett A.
Martha C.
J.oniaa V.
Orrin W.
llavid
Rlvira
Eliubeth H.
Francia H.
Auguata
Hannah
Dearborn, George
Hannah
Georglanna
Eaatman, Simeon
l.ovina
Alonso
Horace
Lewis, CalTin A.
I .aura
Cummings, Drury F.
Ruth
Charlea W.
Mary A.
Waldo F.
Thomu, William
Rachel
James, Mary A.
Maria
Thomas, Sarah J.
Charlea E.

g

1'1.£.. 01' Bran.

;sl

~l

.

Cb~trleaC.

6t

....

..

N.H.

"..

......

Farmer
Farmer

....

Farmer

Farmer

600

"

"
"
"

..
....

1600

"
"
"

..
....""
.."..

4

1
4
46
40

Farmer

4000

Farmer

3000

Jl

10
8

..

6

6

48

42

....
..
....

"

14

10
2

70
42
31

H

Farmer

200

Shoemaker

800

•..

2

28

28
8

...."
...."

4m

22

16
47

Shoemaker
Farmer

1800

"

"
"

80
8

7
6
37
37
16
9

"
"

Blackamith

Elf.:and

.s.
"
N.H.
H

..

3

6m.

•

css7

MJBCEJ,LANY.

I

II

•

ji! I:;Dn

lf.o~.u.

I!

A-

OOCIIIPA.TIII• •

Ill>- ""01>-

00

61

62

68

64
66

60

67

68

60
00

61

62

68

64

66
60

67

68

69

69

70

70

71

l'r..t.OII W BDftr.

Jal

o!j
60

~s

StAftor1l, laue
I.11ura
William W.
Helen M.
Dnylt>y, Jonathan
~'Ally

Rmith, Mehilable
Barrett, FAiward H.
Charlotte E. L.
llr:m k J<:.
Wnht>r J.
l<imhnll, .James M.
.Moulton,AmandaM.
Wells, Benjamin
Abiah
John M.
Hannala
LydiaJ.
Alfred
Denjnmln A.
J<:llt'n
Horace
Ellis, Jchabod
Nancy
Benjamin
Mnrtha
George
Pib, Jo110ph
Mary
Heath, Samuel C.
Mary E.
Jt'rank
ldn F.
F.lma
Dntchehler, Gardner
Nancy
William
Abram
Ablpil
Bayly, Benjamin
nuth
Amelia
M11ryJ.
Timothy
Draper, WUIIam
Nnncy
William A.
Lemuel L.
AIYR M.
Charles H.
811nbom, William
F.liZAheth
I>ickcy, 1\lorrill
Jcnneee, Jeue

70

Farmer

26
17

Farmer

111
66

8000

Mus.

Farmer

~

Mau.

Farmer

8000

N.H.
Me.
N.H.

67

78
81

26

8

1
14
20
66

Farmer

86
86

Pedlar

800

Farmer

700

74
11

10
8
6
8

61
62
18
84
7
61

Farmer

41
87

GJo,.emaker

63

Cooper

800

2

61
21
18
8

68

61

Farmer

900

Clerk In atore
Farmer
Farmer

1000

Fanner
Farmer

1000

Farmer
Farmer
Farmer

1000
1000
1000

Farmer

1000

Farmer
Farmer

1000

61

87
21
69
6ll

29
23

21

11

76
67
24
60

.
.
"

..
"
."
"
"
".
..."
..""

..""

8

Sm.
68

N.H.
N.Y.

..""
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

...
..,.
....
..."

."

"
"
"
"

"
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aaI

lu !J!
'10

'11

'11

71

'18

'14

'12

'13

'14

'16

'16

'16

'16

'1'1

.......
Jenneu, Lydia
Draper, Clirollne
Dearborn, Mll&on
Lewi1
AmyL.
Calvin
Merrill, Gilman
Nancy
Catherine
Sarah
Steam•, Aaron
Sarah
Aaron, Jr.
Lucy
Jane
Nancy
Charle1
Boa;nton, Ebenezer
UI&D

'17

'18

'19

'18

'19

80

80

81

81

82

Orren H.
Jamea H.
Emily N.
Suan L.
Arthur W.
Ann M.
William E.
Emery, John

Sarah
Caleb
Keye1, Saray
Jlewl!a, Mary [eon
Blake, Andrew JackWilley, JohnS.
Mary Jane
Atkinaon,Cl~arlee G.
Willey, Laura J .
Louisa A.
men, Stephen
rah
Michael
Thomas
Alonzo
J>avld
l..ovejoy, Stephen
Sally
Blodgett, Moaee
Betley

82

88

Sylvester
John
Rueaell, Phinehaa
Hannah
Lt>nit~

Sylvanua
Phinehaa1!'.

...

0.UA71a•

e

t~S.

~al

42
19
44
liO
46

18
46

N.H.
Carpenter
1!'armer

800

1!'armer
Farmer

6i0

29

13
6

1000

67
47
2'1
21

1!'armer

1000

61

1!'armer

1600

48

11

89

16
12
10
6
6

Farmer

2

{)

46

Farmer

1000

62

16

l!'armer

84

61
:n

26

None
1!'armer

13
8
6m.
49
14
12
10
'1
70

1!'armer

800

..

.."
"

.." .
.."
I

"

"
"
"
"

......
....
..
......"
....
..

Ireland

N.H.
Mau.

"

....
....
....
..

N.H.
Farmer

66

48
49

1!'armer

800

20

Shoemaker
Farmer
Farmer

1000

19
61
46
18
12
'1

..
...."

......

22

44

"
"

"
1!'armer

82

Puc. 01' Duml.

1!'armer

"
......

..

589

IIISOELLANY.

Iu.
•a~

I!

.•g•

NA•L
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~~ot~ ::cllt

AOL

0covPATIOII,

.... 1!

82

83

84

-- - ·-·

83

84

86

llu~~l'll,

Georgl' L.
Mnry .J.
l,m·rjoy, Hltllfla
Nel~on, William
llnlly R
Jo:li1:11A.
Chnrlca W.
.Jnmt'~ C.
,JnSl'Jlh fl.
t·:mily G. A.
lluekin~. bnac
llfRrthn G.
bnnc s. n.
.Jemima
.Jo~Pph

86

86

86

87
88

87

80

00

88

89

00

91

92

98

;s~

Pu~ 01'

BllmL

~ao

!:~ r..o>

- -

!

P.

Emerann, Daniel
Lucy
A lien, ))nniel S.
Won·r, Reth
.JI'mhnA
Oliver n.
Jnnc
Pe118lee, Dlnna
Glo•·er, Wnrren
Nuttin~r, Thomas
J•:nnice
Jo;unice
Il11nnAh
,JonAthan J.
R.vhil A.
Mnry 1<'.
NoAh J.
Infnnt
Strnw, t:r.ra
( 'limenA Y.
Jlnlph
AIArk
Wnrren
Eth\'llrd
l\[itehell, llobert
J•:li?.R
Ahignil
Hnhprt W.
l<'rnm·is E.
<l<•nrge K.
Jo:mum
llt•n n.
llnrriet N.
Corliss, .James
Holm, ChristiAn W.
8nrnh 1<:.
Chnrl<'s W.
Snrnh A.
Andrew W.

6

N.H.

2

28
()()

60
14
16

12

Methodie' minlewr

3000

Conn.

N.H.
Vt.
N.H.

Farmer

D

6
83
83

"
"
"
"

Farmer

6

•

1
68
66
IJ
01

Ol
23

"

Farmer

1200

Farmer

780

Fanner

760

20
16
20

63
61
27
26
89

Farmer
Farmer

1600

Farmer

160

Farmer

1800

89
4

2

3m.

48

29
6

"

"
"

"

.."
Maea.
N.H.
....
....
..""
"

..

4
1

48
60

Fanner

10
16

FArmer
Farmer

2000

.."..
Mau.

..

20

"

..

N. IL

13

.."..

10

31
9
6
4

.."
"..
..

"
"

6

8
I
28
84

"
"
Mue.

BrickmAker
Farmer

200

1100

"

Denmark

Mau.

"
"

N. H.

690
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l!J'i UJ
II

80
81
92

.

98
9f
86

.

..._

Hayna, Rober&
Nutting, Abel
Marfi R.
Syb
Ml&chell, Michael

Rebecca
SWIIIDDa S.
~ruaM.

98

N

U8

97

P inehu P.
ThomuN.
Hannah II'.
Michael B.
Nu&tln~, J..oulaa J.
Mi&che I, Infan&
Martin, Hiram
Benton,Zenu
Priacllla E.
Leonard P.
Mary A.
Georgiana J.
Joaeph E.
Georp E.
Ferrln,Jooatbao
Mary
Edward
Sarah A.
~o;uen

86

98

86

99

Emma
Pervler, Moaea
Prlacllla
Andrew J.
Mary A.
French, Jonatbaa
Sally
Quincy
Joanna
Clnra M.
Abl~all

97
98

90

100
101

102

....
13
66

o-....-

.

!

;al
s:l

N.H.
Jl'armar

1800

8
61
60

Jl'armer

1000

liD
18
M
80

Fanner
Fam1er
Carpenter)

200

26

~

400

80

Cordwainer
Farmer

u

"u

6

8

Farmer

1000

86

18

8
1
1

46
49

Farmer

760

Farmer

1200

Farmer

700

Farmer

700

Fanner

800

14

12
89

82
8

6
3

73
72

MerrliCaSail{.
Clay,
leb
M
Jonathan L. B.
97
Mary A.
21
Young, 'l'homu J. 4tJ
Ann
48
ll'lorilla A.
17
Thomu J.
16
Sarah
14
Dearborn
11
Harriaoo
8
Harrle&
6
Francea
4
Jane
Sm.
Worthen, Ephraim 40
Sarah
40

....
.."
"..
..
....
..

L.C.
N.U.

12
9
6

49

"

u
u

u
u

~

38
Sm.
fO
40

f'l'..&m OIL' Blna.

Farmer

Farmer

200

....
....

....
......
....
......
......
......
....
....
......
....
......
..

•

591

KIBOELLANY.

Iit.

~J~
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100
101

!I

..

;fla

Occw•no•.

.. ll:s

r..o~;o

10'J Worthen, Emmeline 13
<l<'orgc
16
Victoria
10
103
10-i
106

103

100

106

A...

a~

102

1M

BAM..

107
108

100

100

10i

110

108

1lt

100

112

110

113

111

114

.Julin
6
Onrtliner
4
J.ov('jny, Rnlly
fl8
Genrge W.
:u
J.oulsa
26
Sunh J.
13
Chnri<'R A.
0
Blltke, .John
81
J..oni•n G.
28
ltfnry E.
8
Clnra .J.
7
J-:llen G.
3
Eastm11n, Galen F. 66
Hebecca
42
An ron
6
Gnlen
7
Mnry
Ill
Jlenry
Sm.
Nnt
H
HrnJ•t>r, .JMon C.
3.1
llnnnah '1'.
29
MAry F:.
16
Snrnh G.
t
Ro~ters, Chnrles
67
Tryphl'nia
28
Gnrtliner F.
22
llnrriet A.
16
Gnrolint' G.
14
Chnrlt•R Jl.
1
Gnlt•nr, l;t'()rge
16
Cruw~. lliram
45
.Mnry
38
Rn~tt'ra, William G. 40
J•:li7.A
89
Jlnrvey ltf.
16
lll'nry J .
10
Josinh B.
43
J.y«lia J>.
40
1\lnry A.
14
J.nnra R
9
Melvin, Joseph R.
46
Jo:mily F.
28
Mnry
76
NathAniel P.
60
f'nrnh
66
.John II.
12
Rohy, .Jeremiah II. 87
Mnry
88
l•·hobnd
67
llt•h('(.'Ca
64
Ann
14

1!1

gil
~a

Pr..t.oa or Blaft.

N.H.
Farmer

Carpenter

160

,"
,
"
"

.
"

,"

Miller

660

Cooper

100

..,.
,
,

.

..,,"

,
,
Glovemakcr

Fanner

1200
7000

Farmer

..

"
4000

"
"

Fanner
Mechanic

.
.,"
"
..
"

..

Fnnner
Mechanic
Farmer

,"

1100

Fanner

."
...."..
Vt.

Fanner

8600

Shoemaker

800

Farmer

....

N.H.

..
"
...,.
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111 114 Roby, George
112 116 Sleyton, Aro

Carpenter

700

N.H.
Vt.

118

116

Carpenter

1100

114

117

Blacklmitb

1200

..""

116

118 .Huteblna, John

Section hand, R. R.

600

8
88
J,ucy
23
Florence
1
White, Samuel S.
26
Mellau
2:!
Wheeler, William N. 67
Amy

}<;Iizabeth
Warren C.
Ellen M.

Eliubetb E.

119
116
117

118

120
121

122

119 128

120 194
126

Donahue, Patrick
Jlurlburt, Otia
Dooley, John
Joanna
O'Rrine, Michael
Wheeler, Daniel C.
Melinda N.
Mary A.
Reed, George
Phebe
Susan
William H.
Currier, Eliza A.
Cumminl[a, Sally
Kirby, WilliAm
l>yer, MichAel
Frymlee, Michael
Ward, Michelli
Dooly, Manin
Cape, Thomaa
Dooly, John
MaGuire, Thomaa
Kelly, Patrick
Jliggina, I>110iel
Currier, DllDielll
Laura 8.
Aaron
Anna
Mary A.
Henry
Amura J.
Emily S.
Dunlava, Patrick
M~tgnire, l'atrick
Sullivan, Nichola•
Dunla Ta, Patrick
Can, Benjan1in
S11rah
Bl'njnmin F.
William F.
MaryS.

66
8'~

82

9
7
2
28
27
26
21
26

86

l..aborer, R. R.
Laborer, U. R.
Laborer, R. R.
Laborer, R. R.
Blackamith

82
10

36

Farmer

80
6.'1
l!M

16

46
28

27

l!6
26
26

23
'Z1
24

22
20
l!8
26

68
60
26

18
13
2-l
26

24
61
61

28
2f

20

N. H.

.."

.."
.."
Irelnnd
N. H.
Ireland

"

"

..
....

400

N.H.

4000

"
"

..

Farmer
I..aborer on R. R.
LRhorer on It It
l-Aborer on It It
Laborer on lt. It
l..aborer on H. R.
Laborer on R. It
Laborer on n. R.
l.aborer on n. n.
I..aborer on R. It
I..aborer on n. R.
GloYe Maker

000

Farmer

8000

.."
Ireland
.....
.."
"'
......
..
N. JL
..
Vt.

"

....
..
heland
....
..
N.H.

Farmer

10

27

..

Laborer on R. R.
I..aborer on R. l l
J..aborer on n. n.
Laborer on n. n.
Farmer
Farmer
Farmer

2000
liOO

..

N. II.

......

:

693
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A. ..

II
Ocovr.t.ftOII.
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120 126 Brown, Anna
121

126

122 127
123

124

125

128

129

180

126

181

127

182

128

188

129

184

66

Smith, Jeae
45
Farmer
Mary
48
Latitla J.
18
Ilonry F.
14
Alfred M.
10
Ladd, Don:u
76
Currier, Samuel
48
Farmer
Jane H.
41
Samnel Jr.
16
Farmer
Joanna
72
Libby, Jacob
41 Conductor on n. R.
Jlarrlet
41
14
Geo!t: A.
Chares A .
11
Martha A.
9
Franklin F.
4
Welch, Christopher 26
Laborer
Mary A.
24
j
Henry
Helen
1m.
Bean, Eliza F.
40
Sarah E .
18
Frauces M.
11
Permella
9
Flora A.
8
Arthur W.
2
Heath, Lydia J.
61
MitcheU, Matilda
24
Heath, Warren [N. 9
Burnham, Horatio 48
S&ablekeeper
LauraJ.
1r1
Greene, Henry C.
89
Blacbmith
Judith C.
86
Henry B.
10
EllenM.
9
FI'IUlk C.
6
Aclellne E.
4
Wllliam J.
8
Mitchell, George H. 22
; Tlnman
Henry A.
20
Tinman
Greene, Fred'lt E . C. 21
Blacbmlth
1\oby, Susan
20
(maker
llons&on, Gilmore
48 Saddler & liarne~~
Sarah
86
EetberJ.
16
[maker
Gilmore M.
18 Saddler 6 barn11
M~W.
Wll amL.
6
Annette C.
6m.
Hatch, Gilmore E. 22
[maker
Huntoon, ElbriW, 11 Saddler & liarne~~
Gage, Joseph [ • 26 Conductor on R. R.
Tenney, George
ExpreiiDWI
20

YOL.L-38

j&l
1>-l

Pr..t.a. -

Jllaft.

..
...."

N.H.
1200

"

9000

1200

"
"
H

"
"

....

..""
"

..

lrelaud

....
..

N.H.

4000

u

"
700

"
"
"

...."
Vt.

2000

"

N.H.

"

...."

.."

1660

...."
.."
...."..
..
"..
MUI.
N.H.
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KAlil!.

AeL

'27
1M Clough, William
180 186 Webeter, Samuel C. 88
Ant;line P. [8. so
Me endy, George 27

186

182

187

188 188
189

1St 140

186 141

186 141

187

148

:II

~i

129

181

o-r.~.~.

27
Mra.
Riddle, John [ronla 24
Willoughby, Soph· 48
77
Jane
81
Hobtln, Hiram
28
~rena
6
anbaA.
4
DaYid
Sm.
Charlee
Jacobe, Samuel
44
50
Rebeoca
50
Webber, Lather
44
Paulina M.
47
Swett, DaYid R.
82
Rebecca C.
18
Robert
14
Cbarlee W.
9
DyerP.
tOm
Hen~C.
26
Crook, artln
23
Lon!, John
22
Stee e, Samuel
S6
Cochran, DaYid
60
Burke, Margaret
27
Cochran, Mary
10
Thomae
6
John
8
Charlet
1
Margaret
60
Michael
60
Welch, Richard
26
Thomas
80
SuiiiYan, Donald
2m.
Cochran, Mary
28
Kelly, Michael
110
Klet, Thoma•
110
Fitta,John
211
Curran, John
41
Farnam, Hiram
16
Emlly B.
18
Walter
11
Benjamin
9
Mary
~
Roby, Frederic
. 40
88
J.ucinda G.
12
Clara A.
8
Martha G.
6
Lucinda M.
6
William J.
2
Sarah 0.

JIDrr8.

,

..

N.H.

Farmer
Mcrchan'

Vt.
N.H.

..
.....
.

EnJineer
EnJineer
Boeder

...
....
....
..

Farmer
Farmer

Me.
:P.fua.
Me.

Carpenter

....

Carpenter

N.n.
Newfoundland
New Brunswick

Carpenter
Carpenter
Carpenter
Laborer on R. R.

Laborer on
Laborer OD
Laborer on
J..aborer on

~ 01'

..

..
......
..

Ireland

N.H.
Ireland

...
..
N. II.
Ireland
.....

R. R.
R. U.
R. R.
R. R.

J..aborer on R. R.
Laborer on n. n.
J..aborer on R. R.
Laborer on R. ll
l'ainter

900

Tallor

1000

....

N. II.

...
.....
.

....
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:MISCELLANY.

·-------

I~t,.

j·a ~u
1!1

IIi

!~ !ta

[NA-:

A ea.

0ocuPATIOK.

!!> "'O>

1!17

143

us

144

189

146
146

140

147

HI

148

142

H:J
144

149

tr.o
161
162

Ho

168
164

146
IH

148

166
166
167

HO 168

160 169
161

160

Pw.ca• BnmL

Jl

~a

-

g
511 .

t"

PAI[c, ltndacl
Tyrrcl, IIIAry A.
SAwyer, HAiph
MAria
Orella M.
Almlmn S.F.
Orrcn A.
IIRzeltinl', Mary A.
Collar, .Joaeph \V.
Uho<IR
Abby J .
Merrill, Benjamin P.
A•leline F.
Merrill, Bzeldel
llbry
MRry A.
Hnzeltine, Charles
HannAh D.
MArtha F.
Chnrlee W.
Ki•ltlcr, Olh•er II.
Betsey
Amos ?If.
Ro~rere, Uelief
Caroline
MArden, Harrison B.
Dolly A.
Cluult>s IT.
Wyatt, l'olly N.
Miller, Meriam
Wnrol, llftnnAh
J>ul~ift>r, NAncv
Currier, Daniel
Uutla
not.>y, satz G.
Houston, ohn
SArnh E.
Lilu
EnstmAn, Timothy
Jt:tther
Hoyt, Charles
Mil11•r, Otis
l>ealrbom, Benjamin
J,yolia M.
J>amon W.
lllary A.
ChcsterYille, John
J..ake, Richard
Mason, NAhum
Greenc, Charles M.
Judith
Charlt>s G.
Ruth R.
llall, Willie K.

..

N.H.

29
17

28

Pedler

1000

21}

27
6
1
42
66
40
8
lJI
29

67

N.H.
Vt.

"

1000
Farmer

Wheelwright

87

Farmer

20

.. .
.."

600

2000

6

1

li!l
66

Jt'nrmcr

13
62

300
800

68

29
29

StAge proprietor

6.'1

1

Laborer
Hatter

20

CArpenter
CArpenter
Fftrmer
Shoemaker

81

Carpenter
Cart•enter
Cartenter
BIRC smith

7
6
:17

Sttage prnprietor

Z1

24

:n

.

160

"
"
"
Mue.

..
v,.
..

N.H.

64

26
69
62
211
16
80

MMt. '
N.H.
:: I '

..

FArmer

88

46

..
..

u
u

62

47
4,f

"

u

Mue.
N.H.

.""
..

1

24

70
60
63

.

N.H.
Ma11.
N.H.

Shoemaker

6lJ

2

v'-

600

M&a~.

..
....
...

N.H.

Vt.
N.H.
Vt.

.

Mus.
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)i•a! a ~

Jl

161
161

168

1M

166

.....

160 Hall,Jaue

Au.

o-.A'I'IOII.

sa!

!al

167

168
169

160
161
1U

usa

100

as

....

.""

..."

.
....."
....
If

liOOO

800

teo

Loulaa

..
..

N.H.

~

Georp W.
6m.
44
S&oDHllttar
161 Cue, Jereaaiab
Lydia
40
BenjamiaJ.
6
8
AaaaJ.
1m.
Lewla
24
Stone-cutter
162 Calley,Joeeph
28
Sarah
168 Clark, Cartla C.
S6 Staae proprietor
Ablpil A.
29
Julia H.
9
Henry C.
8
6
Maria 8.
24
Damou
8ta£drlnr
16
01&ler
Charlel
Mercbaat
164 Dearbora, Benj. B. M
86
Ellaabelh G.
8
Cbarlo&te
6
Aau
Walter
Clerk
Re•tiau, Wm. B. 18
86
Colb~, Haaaab
Wbeelwrl,h&
186 Bate elder, Clark G. 40
Buldah
19
12
Geor,e B.
6
Carl01 B.
2
ClaraJ.
16
.Aah, Mary B.
i8
WheelwrJab&
In~, Joalah 8.
21 Baaale muter
Bole, Jamea
Ella A.
aa
Bn.temaa
167 BlmPIODo Chart• H. aa
20
Harrie& N.
Baecber
27
168 Coz, Edward K.
Naocy D.
26
1
Emma G.
S8 CoDclac&or, R. B.
168 Greenleaf, Se&b
89
~dla H.
illiam H.
11
Cbarlel H.
9
81 Kuter truaa., B. R.
170 Dodp, J01eph A.
Mary A.
81
Shoemaker
171 Crail, OUTer B. P. 87
MaryJ.
S8
Mary A.
16
11
EU..
OUTer 1'.
11
GeorpW.
9
i
AbbJ J.
.AIYill P.
1
lm.
Emma D.
LaW)'f!t
171 McQ-t.ea, J~ 40

•

166

PI.Aa. ow IJ&nL

....
....
...
...
...
...

Me.
N.H.

.."
..
"

Vt.
If. H.

....
.
......
..•
.•
lf.IL

1000

..•

liiBOELLA.In.

I

!as !I
j!& f'~n
Ill

RAD.

A a.

o-r...~.

- - - --172

104

173

166 174
100 176

167

176

;sl

l'r..lc.

01'

llaiB.

~i

1!1~ ... 0~

168

.g

McQuesten, Mary
Caroline
[E.
Smart, Mary
Ro,ren, Samuel
Rllza A.
Elmira L.
Jamea L.
Charles L.
George T.
NAthaniel P.
Merrill, ltaac M.
Eether
John
Am11uda
Ro,ren, Charlee
Phebe
Elizabeth 8.
Cbue, John W.
Frank
Anry, Abigail J.
Chue, Mosea, Jr.
Annis, Aeall'.
l>olloll, Samuel
Roberte, Ieaac
Walmeley, John
Boyle, Comeliue
Lynch, John
Sheridan, Patrick
Ilaw,on, Frank
Gu&olr, Patrick
McNulty, Charle1
Sheridan,Patnck2d
Lid•lr, John
Sher1dan, Hugh
Ruuell, Valentine
McGuire, Patrick
.McCouet, Daniel
Colman, Jame1
Welch, Michael
Cantlr, Bd
J)ow ng, Jame1
McCtLrtp, Owen
Klrb{,, &trick
.Mel\ ahan, John
Brine, Thomu
Dunn, Timothy
McLean, Jamea
Colman, Thoma•
Sullinn, Daniel
Conolly, JE-remiah
llllch11el
Gn.•ene, Ephraim
Suah D.
Elizabeth A. II.

..

N. H.

14
6
18

64
fiO

Phyelclan

23

~

16
18
11
42

Clerk In store
Farmer
Carpenter

:mo

800

fiO

16

Farmer

11

81

Boardlng·hoaee

8
16
18
18

Fanner

40

84
23

46
fiO

23
38

46

86
86
21

19

26

21
18

80
21
28
80

40

26
26

26
28

40

80
80

24

38
86
.27
82

67

00

26

Farmer
Barber
Carpenter
Farmer
Farmer
Jobber
Laborer on n. R.
Laborer on R. R.
Laborer on R. R.
Laborer on R. R.
Laborer on R. R.
Laborer on R. R.
Lftborer on R. R.
Laborer on R. R.
Laborer on R. R.
J..aborer on R. R.
Laborer on It.. R.
Laborer on R. R.
Laborer on R. R.
LAborer on R. R.
J..ahorer on R. R.
J.nborer on R. R.
J..aborer on n. R.
Laborer on R. R.
Laborer on R. R.
LAborer on R. R.
I.aborer on R. R.
Laborer on R. R.
Laborer on R. R.
LAbore1' on R. R.
J..abore1' on R. R.
Machlniat

600

"
"
"

"
"

....
"
"
"

..
""

..""
..""
...."

Mue.

....

Ireland

...."
..
...."•
....
....
"

,
,
,

......
..
H

"

1000

"

MUI.
N. II.

"
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I
In Ji~

.4D.

I

167
188

1fi

176 .Aanil,
177

178

170 179

171

l?t

178

1'14

11:3

Georp, M rina
Seur, Paul W.
M&rpre&
Ann D.
Orlancln H.
Mary B.
Fraolr P.
Bard, Bartlett S.
Sarah A.
Cbarln 1'.
o-rr..
Sarah F.
Wnt, .Andrew J.
John B.
Ebea B.
RIIIMII, Chart. J.
Catherine
Carrie E.
Julia L.
Marl A.
Merrll , Hettl;.
Parker, Mart

_

20
48
86

86
Jf

1st

188

SueanB.
Tbomaa W.
Ward, AblpU
March, Eunice
Weba&er, Duld C.
J.ocia
llentlrlck G.
Sarah
Lorenao J.
Fox, Daniel
Ba-.Ma~

RIIIMII, W
W.
Suaan 0.
WOllam W. Jr.
Georp P.
Ellen A.
Frank w.
Wt>bater, N::f.l'.
Suborn, II
L.

IN

Ward, Ha &J,.
Webeter, WilaoD
Kenlaton, John .
Mar7
C7raa

!

Ooon.t.-.j

;af
~i

Ston•catter

800

86
10
8

6m.
21

81
24

86

81
6

Barber

"

Merchan&
Merchant
Mercban&'
Merchan&

4000
4000
4000

Expre11man

8650

1100

Studen&

m,ooo

Law7cr

18

64
40
4S

18

Farmer

4600

20

49
46

22
14
IS

Merchan&
Farmer
Mereban&

16,000

Vt.
N.lf.

..•

....
.

..•
...
...
..

•

86

26

6t

Fanner
F1U1Der

26

Farmer

lrelaad
N. H.

"•

"19
47

"

"

Merchan&

.a

19

....
."
Vt.
N.H.
..
......

.....

71

16

.."

N.H.

Ma-.
B. II.

a

0

..
"
."
MUI.
N.H.
...
Vt.

8
1

80

Pr.A. .. Jllaft.

N.H.

12

8
Sm.
86

16
18
180 Lan~on,Ja~J'. ·46
n ocla
46
Mary K.
18
John G.
16
Joeephine
8
181 Thumpac10, Wm., C. 48

MerriU,A~

1'16

...

7100

•

.•

699

:MlSOlllLLANY.

~

gt . !! ..
'"=~ 9:;:~

~l!5
ot

...

"'01--

176

184

177
178

18fi

18G

187

179

188

180

180

181

100

182

101

188

184

Aoa

OCCVPAnoK.

192

108

186 1M
180

196

187

100

e

:~li

Pt.ua cw

Jt~an .

~h

~n

All~

176

N.t.R,

t>~o

K('nlston, lllnrthn J.
ll~bnrnh ]).
1\~lly, John
Wnrrl, l<~1.ra C.
C'hnstinn
.Jru!K'I 0.
John N.
Mnrthn ,J.
l\IRry E.
Snnborn, Thomas P.
llmciiR II.
libby J.
York, llf11neon
Hu~c, Thomae
J~ncretia

F-tlnn
Noyes, G~orge ll.
1\imbnll, Charles
Abby
Cnllcy, llfnrthn
Chnse W.
Mruthll M.
McQue!ten, Ahah
Abigail
Reller .r.
Abiglli1 C.
Alvah C.
Denjnmln C.
Garaphelia n.
Perkins, Jacob
Dolly
St.evena, Samuel
Sarah
Gould, Daniel
Hannah
Snrah E.
MMtha J.
Lucia A.
Welch, WilliAm
Snlly
DBTil1
Lnnra
Stmw, Lydia.
Pnge, T,ydia
Nnncy
Ml\ratou, Oenj. T.
lAUrA A.
Charl et H.
Goodrich, Hornce P.
Ann
Pluma

H11rllt'Y

Kelly, Mllrcill
Joseph

N.H.

16

"

10
14

69
84

Painter

1000

1

Carpenter

2

18
60

Cupenter
Farmer

800

67
24
8
28
2·l

64
20
21

68
61
23

Dmkeman

"

Stone-cutter
Tanner & currier

8000

19

62

600

Farmer

600

N.

..
...." .
,

Fttrme:r

17
16
12
Farmer

"
"
"

None<

27
80

O.'J
66

28

Blacksmith

2fj

1

36
86

Physician

n.

II

II

62

67
66
23

..

Farmer

Ma.as.

68

&8

..

"It

14

69

"..
"
"
.."
II

17
7
76

..
.. '
..."
....
"..
....
....

,,

7
6
8

26
24!

lrelaml
N. II.

000

......
.....

Vt.

"

..

10

tr

28

Conn.

7

3

N.ll.

600

BISTOU OJ' PLYKOUTH.

....

JiJ jiJ

.....

.
o - . -.

'Bem

GloYemaker

16

GloY&maker
Farmer

w.

CbarloU.
CbariiiO.
Beurr H.
Marlette L.

~II.
Ke7 ,
meliDe
Ward, Anhar
Haunah

191

100

191 901

s.

Blleu
Mar&ha C.
ArtharN.
Aldrich, Nathan
Morrllon, Karla H.
Ward, Iuac
Harriet P.
Barrie& A.
Mar, B.
Mllllf!n, Jamee
Dear ro, Samuel
Candaoe
Charlotte B.
JohnP. H.
P.
Sa tJ.
Bentoo, WIUiam
Dearbol'll, Sarah B.
WhiU.n, John L.
Sabrlaa C.
Crolad Huen N.
Goul ,John
Martha
Croei,Sall7
Sarah
MUJ
~John D.
, Stillman A.
Butler, Jolin
HaniCOID, Mardo
Morrill, MoHI
Sanborn, Jamee N.
J>.rdania
Merc7 A.
Phebe B.
Jamee D.
Parker B.
Selllnaham, Jaoob
Mahala
Huldah A.

a.o..z:

198 lm
194 JOB

186 206

198

117

toO

GeorpH.

u..., J.

..._

.......

JJI

188 197 Dearbom,
[s. M
188 198 McQae~tea, 0 Yer 41

1110 1G9

.J

11om-, Joeepb
OUYeB.

42
17
8

1310

6

16
46

46
11

llercbao&

moo

10

6m.
40
24

Shoemaker

69

Farmer

48
21
17
14
48
86
8
8

Flnller

17

Farmer

27
i2

Leather dnller

4000

2600

4
2

47

48
88

M
88
4

Farmer
Farmer

m

22
41
40
11

1000

Laborer

1000

8

Carpenter

48

9

7

6

69
62

Landlord

....
.

.....
..
...
....
..
..

Mua.
N.H.

..
....
.....

N.H.

..

Mua.
Me.
N.H.

9
7

46

....
...
..

....•

Laborer
I.borer
I.borer
Stooe-eutter

....
.

Vt.

7
1

lH
18

Mua.
N.H.

11000

....
.....
...
...•
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i:i u
II li

~i

~~a

1'-l...

199 208

200

201

202

208

204

200

210

211

212

218

206

214

206

216

Oaaw.t.ftOII.

68

Carpenter

'

Qlll>- ... 01>-

108 207

......

Butler, John P.
Apha
Jane
Arthur
Jo'rank
LAne, Abigail
York, Stephen
Nancy
George
Alonzo
Cochi'BII, Sarah
Uanacom, Joehua
Salome
Samuel
Meli11a
OlherA.
Stetlon, Nathan
&lly
Emcllza
Marshall
Silas
Analana
W eblter, Arthur L.
Ruth
Elizabeth U.
Alfred
Cynthia
Ruth A.
Andrew
Duid
Alfred, Jr.
Lydia
Small, Richard
Lydia
LoTina
Aquila
IIiram
Jamee
Julia A.
France•
Ellen
[H.
Crawford.\ WOllam
Mary .
Prentlu B.
Hannah E.
Bellingham, Jacob
Cooly, Phlllf
Boynton, C andler
SteTene, Charlee L.
Harriet L.
Harriman. Hiram
Abi~IS.M.

Wlllam E.
Alfred

66

!

;at
,J
600

21
17
12

Miller

80
66

Farmer

600

11
9
66
40

Farmer

260

49

82

40
14
11

8

4
Farmer

26

None

us

18

8000

....

Farmer

"
"

..
"
"
"..

"

4
2
Joiner

676

Carpenter
Carpenter
Carpenter
Farmer

1600

26

4
1

86
24

27
88
89
29
29

2
8m.

....
"..
...."
..
..

8
0

27

"
"

"
"
"

14
8
7m.
81

"
"

..""

11

40
82
14
12
10

..
.."....
..

"
"
"

Laborer

150
150

Mue.
N. H.
H

IS

10
8
49

Pwa• .....

J!'armer

..•""
..
...."
......
..•

609

BI8TOBT OJ' PLTKOUTll.

In iii

.

._

.lu.

o-r.a.-.

46

Mlolater, M. K.

20

Farmer

4~

Carpenter

26
28
20

Farmer
Carpenter
Farmer
Carpenter

... 01>-

107

me

2)9

lU6 Smith, Jamee G.
Mary L.
JOMph N.
J'raoclt A.

217

Me~L
DaYid
Clariua
Alnh
?llYea&er D.
oban
Ralph
Elisa A.
Martin
Amanda
Rockwood

Lucretia

218 Dearbom, John
Mar7

HannahJ.

210 219

Ill

210

lllll

221

113 m
214 228
216 224

118 226
217 226

Julia V.
Gilbert
Merrill, Lemoel
Abrah
Oacar
LeY I
Anpllne
Simon
Sall7
Hoban, Peter
EllInor
Charlet L.
Martha A.
Ab~ail A.
Eml y J.
Walker, Simeon
Hull, Lola
Hobart, Hannah G.
Cummlnp, Noah C.
Elmira
Elizabeth M.
Marr
Geory:
Mart a
Curtlt
Gould, William
Deborah
BenjamiD A.
Beojamln
Leoe, JOMph B .
Betae7
Orren
J'ranclt

•

218 227 Jhench, Jobn R.
J'raDCel R. 1'.

49

14
6

49

18
16
14

!

;ai
1>-j
700

2600

"

Shoemaker

600

8i

Farmer

1600

27

10
8
6
ll

71

Farmer

86
30

Fanner

1760

6
4

16

Farmer

71

44
38

1760
Farmer

4000

82

13
8

16
9

6
67
60

Farmer

27
48

81

l'anner

26

......
....
....
"

...."
....""
......
..
..

Mua.

....
..
"
....

N.H.

II

Farmer
Fanner
Farmer

60
64
14
9

....

....

68

71

N.H.
Vc.
N.H.
MUL
N.H.

....

v

6

77

a. a-.

"
"
"
"

Ill

67
lil1
18
14

1'1.1.•

2000

II

"
"
"

8000

....
....
"

603

M:ISOELLANY.

I
!t· !I ta.

r~
!i 1
.. d

N.ua.

Aoa.

a

0ocuPATIO••

II ..

227

21{) 228

Jo'rench, Rdward R.
Hogen, Marr F.
Caroline 1.
Ellen M.
Mary P.
Charlee 8.
Lucia A.
Farrand, Caroline
Merrill, Aneon
Mahala
Rll1.nbeth
Martin V. B.
Ada
)<~lien

220

229

221

280

222

281

223

232

224

288

226 2.'J.l

226

227

236

236

a.

BllmL

~a

!!:... .. 0>

218

;sl

Pw.aa

Rmery, Jnhn
Morrleon, Jacob
Sarah
John
Corliee, J>ayfd A.
J~na

2

N.H.

64
23
20

V&.

..

N.IL

18
16
18

Farmer

44

Farmer

.
"

46

36

41
41
8
81
81

J>ennieon A.
8
Charlee G.
6
Batey, Joeeph
62
an nab
48
Hannah J.
18
Milllgen, WIUiam
66
Sarah
68
George
9
Sarah
4
Mary
24
Abigail
17
Samuel
20
Corll11, Kimball
86
Jane
81
Mneea
14
Cyrua
8
Doton, Seth
46
Mnry A.
46
lAura II.
16
Calleta
11
Wilbur F.
9
Dt>lia A.
8
J..enmod, Chaa. D.
22
J>rydenl Sarah
62
Leame<, George E. 16
Jo:zra B.
18
Dryden, Lucy C.
7
Klmbnll, Auetln G. 28
Ellen
26
Mary
4
Ella
2
Bent, J. Warner
16
Cummlnp, Cather·
6
Sarah
[lne Sm.

Farmer
Farmer

...

N.H.

2200

.
".
.,

16
14
10
6

20

Vt.

iiooo

Vt.

N.,U.

Fanner

.
..

Vt.
N.H.

None

"
"

Fanner

Ireland
N.H.

....

200

..

Hoe tier
Farmer

1600

.""

Farmer

1600

."

.""
"
"u

Farmer
Farmer
Farmer

Farmer

200

"
"u

.
.
"
...."
"U

."

·
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I

......

.

Ju Iii

.&a.

o-A-

JooOI>-

-117

D8

188

287

ta8

Wal&oo.~
Tack•
Bowe,~aelR.
8arab

110

ill

182

140

SamaelC.
Greeoo~h, Jamee

241

.JUDel
l!'aDDJ
Pbeohr~
Daoo,
Loog, Samuel

jB

2M

Tnell, .Jotbam
8111'111, Hoben
. . . , B.
.Jewet&, WIWua B.
Huuaah A. C.

148

Mar7 •

.....,
o.o.p,

Sarah [B.

Bowe, Waahloa1oo

~Joba

i86

246

287

288

248

147

248

ao

68
11
88
82
4
18
18

8
1

If
80

46

14

;!I
1>-j

~

Pb71idua

1000

lliDII&er, c-..

1000

l"umer

1100

Emenou, Sally
Browu, SlllaD A.
Ward, BeDjamiD
Deborah

Jaoe

1:;

PbydciaD

liOOO

fac&arer

..

VL

......
..

Parmer

N.H.

Paloter

800

l!'&l'lller

11000

l!'&l'lller

1760

wdlord

8000

LIUie, Georp W.

46

66
66

61
47
18
16
11
9
28

40
28

21

Saoboro, Cbarlee
26
CWford, Tlaomu 1•. 27
Greene, Danlal
81
Martlu, Julia B.
80
Leonard, ElleD
m
Milia, Mar,
19

....

•

GraYeltooe muua·

Noae

"

....

N.IL

N.H.
Irelaud
N.U •

18
98
62

62

CoaD.

....
..

l!O

Ward,Euocb
Harriet
Charob, L7dla
Commlop, Noah
Elisabeth
Burobam, Denn n
.Ablpll H.
Garaphella II.
DueYiplaS.
Sarala A.
Abb7l!'.
Hibbard, Ellr.f. A.
Lenret~lll am
Young,
ael E.

.....

BOllier

l!'U'IIIel'

61
61

....

N.H.

)(au.

16
17

......

Noae

26
81

~-

Cona.
Me.

66

R~~~~eii,Moor

lK4

t6
88

26
1
60

MaryA.
Allc8 .J.

&DCJ
Edward P.
Cbarlotte B.

286

ao

67

I!

"

Vl
N. H.

....
......
..

Poetmuter
Law7er
Law7er
.Jeweller
Brakeman, R. R.
Btaae drlnr
Enslne drinr
Espreaamau

..
......
"

"
"

4000

Vt.
Kua.
N. B.

......

..
...

VL

601S

I

i~. II Ji

rftJ& u
~~ft

!!>

249

241

260

242

261

243
244

AR.

OGaRA-.

262
26S

246 2M

~&

Prot.• -

lllaiL

Jal

llooO>

28D 248

240

Ill

NAilL

DumRJI, Role
French, Ellaha
Rllnbom, llaac R.
Small, Aquilla
ChAndler, Emily
Small, LoYiu
Kelllngbam, Ann
lloban, Peter
I>unn, Marpre&
Clark, George W. H.
Mary
Rober&
Harriet N. D.
Northrop, Anna Y.
Holman, BaUinn
Aeenath

Gel1e8.

Nudd, Yl
Mary
Helen
Sanborn, Charlet!
Flanden, Ablal C.
Barny, Either
Bean, .Mary
Anry, Ollnr
T~lor, George R.
oroth~
CWford,
arlee
Harriman, John
Betley
William
Harriet
Emily
Dryden, EDoch

...
.

N.H.

26

80
26

18
18
16

Bartender
Hoa&ler

S6
88
S6

Boatler

88

Mlnllter, M. E.

Vt.
N.H.

Ireland
N.H.
lrelaod
V&.

18

S&uden&

..."

80
82

Mlnllter, M. B.

N. B.

88
82

Muon

19

A~prendce

88

12
24

7

'

80

armer

!1000

Farmer
Farmer

2liOO

60
60

81

88

87
18
71

Farmer
Farmer

28
26

66

600

"
"
"

..

.."
..

.Mue.
N.H.

62

26

1M)()

..
....

J'armer

4000

..

..""
.."
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DEATHS DUlUNG YlCA.B ENDING

......

"-

Swaw, Lucia H.
Hull Arthur W.
Stdord, (Ward) Eunice
Wella, 87reoa A.
Ba~~elder, ::£ben
an B.
Wheeler, Jo
Blair, Walwr
Currier George H.
Hiller, Jamea
Wade, John
Crou, Kllu
Hull, Jona,ban
Hoban, DaTid
Bums, Hary
Leiter, Martha C.
Loug, Julia A.

DIGEST Oil'

14
16
67
6m.
21)

4m.
63
Sm.

1i

--- J!!.
Puoa
~

8I&'I'IL

..

N.H.

"

...."
.
Mau.

82

I roland
N. II.

81
44
M
66
:J4

Conn.
N. IL

88

......

J UNB 1, 1850.

._,oa

OooDI'A'I'IOII,

Ta.liiL

Houeework
NoY.
Farmer
Oct.
Houeewife
Sept.
Dec.
None
Farmer
May
NoY.
None
June Judse of Probate
None
April
Sept.
Saddler
MRy Laborer on It U.
l<'eb.
Houeewife
Sept.
Farmer
April
li'Rrmer
Houaework
Bept.
April
Houeewurk
April
llouaework

LAws AND DoouKENTS

Dla.laoa

cO...n.
..- or

~idfe•er

cciden'

Stoppage

Worm•
Coneumption
Lungcompl'nt
Suicide
Water7 bead
T,ypboid fenr
Act:il1co'
Conauuaption
Old age
Lwag compl'nt
Sudden
Conaumption
Heart dileaae

RELATING TO PLYMOUTH.

Among the earlier laws of the State are many acts- mainly
of incorporation- which contain information of local interest.
Copies of several acts were made for this volume, and are excluded
for want of space. The copies are filed with the town clerk, and
can be consulted by the students of Plymouth annals. In the
following summary is included a reference to the volume in which
the original act or document can be found: An Act for granting a Lottery to finish a Bridge over Baker's
River, so called in Plymouth. Approved Feb. 28, 1786. Vol. V,
page 204, of engroBSed acts in office of Secretary of State. Samuel
Emerson, Alexander Craig of Rumney, and Stephen Wells arc
made managers of a lottery with power to raise two hundred
·
dollars.
An Act to incorporate a Company for the purpose of building
and keeping a Toll Bridge over Pemigewasset River, between tho
towns of New HolderneBS and Plymouth, in the county of Grafton.
Approved Dec. 7, 1797, Vol. XI, page 42. The incorporators were
Arthur Livermore, David Webster, George Williamson Livermore,

lliSOELL.A.NY.
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William Webster, Thomas Thompson, and David Webster, Jr.
The act is of great length.
An Act granting to Edward St. Loe Livermore the right of
keeping a Ferry. Approved June 19, 1804. Vol. XV, page 17.
The ferry is across the Pemigewasset River, and " near where
tbo Tollllridge Jntely wns erected."
An Act granting to Arthur Livermore the exclusive right to
build and keep a Toll Bridge over tho river between Plymouth and
New llolderncss. Approved June 20, 1810. Vol XVIII, page
379.
Tho location of tbe bridge, as defined in the act, was " above the
mouth of Spring Brook and below the south line of Campton."
An act to annex certaiu lands to the town of Plymouth. Approved June 21, 1793. Vol. VIII, page 203.
By this act all the land north of Bal{er's River, which for a time
was claimed by Campton, together with the Everett farm and the
Withee lot, was annexed to Plymouth. This proceeding was the
sequence of an agreement made by the proprietors of the two
towns.
An Act to make the estate of John Fenton, Esq., an Absentee
from this State, liable to the payment of his debts, and subject to
attachment for that purpose. Approved Feb. 28, 1783. Vol. IV,
page 465.
Moses Baker of Campton is appointed an agent to defend the
estate from any unjust claim.
An Act to incorporate a Musical Society in Plymouth in the
county of Grafton in this State. Approved Dec. 10, 1808. Vol.
XVIII, page 19.
Moses Hadley, Samuel Wells, King George, Jonathan Cummings, and Dr. Samuel Rogers represented in a petition for this
act of incorporation that " for a considerable length time past,
there has been a class or society in the town of Plymouth who have
at their own expense supported and made progress in the art of
vocal and- instrumental music."
An Act to incorporate the Congregational Society in Plymouth.
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Approved June 15, 1819. VoL XXI, page 222. The incorpora·
tors were Asa Robbins, Ebenezer Bartlett, Jr., Moor Russell, David
Webster, Jr., Thomas Oook, Mo1188 George, and William Webster.
The report of the commission appointed by an act of the
aaaembly to lay out a road from the Pemigewaaaet River in Ply·
mouth to Dartmouth Oollege in Hanover appears in State Papers,
VoL xvm, page 605.
Other acta and documents which have been cited in the preceding
chapters are not included in this connection.

INDEX OF SUBJECTS.
A.
Acn<lemy, Holmes Plymouth, 294.
A. F. And A. M., 536.
Agricultuml Society, 385.
.Amcndmcnte, St.l\t.c constitution, 197.
Appointments to Methodist Epiecopal
church, 263.
Aqueduct and Water Company, 387.

County oflleera, 101, 187.
relations, 184.
Courthouaea, 188-193.
Creamery, 365.
Cummings, Jotham, 423•

D.
Division of common Ianda, 17.
Draper.tJlaynard Company, 365.

B
Tlnk('r, Cnpt. Thomu, 6.
Jlnkr.r's River Lodge, K. of P., 645.
nnnkA. 347.

llaptl11te, 217, 382.
Tleal Mattress Company, 361.
Dethlehem Chapter, 0. E. 8., MI.
Bi~aphiee, 390.
Bhur, Walter, 433.
Boston, Concord & Montreal R. R., 366.
Boundaries and surveys, 47.
Brown, Josiah, 417.
Josiah, Jr., 425.
Burnham, Denison R., 434.

trial, 193.

c.
Census, 63, 579; of 1860 In detail,
581; of 1700 in detail, 580.
Charter of Plymouth, 17-30.
Chaae mille, 359.
Church, Baptist, 382; Congreptional,
212; Methodist, 254;- tJnhena·
list, 267.
Civil War, 492.
Colby, George H., 379.
Committee, school, 291.
Congregational church, 212-253.
Con11Ututional conventions, 197.
Conventions, constitutional, 197.
Coroners, 57 4.
Councillors, 1776-1784, 562.
YOL.L-39

E.
En.atern StAr, 5U.
Electric light, 382.
Emerson, Samuel, 421.
Enterprise Lodge, Daughters of Rebekah, 644.
Expedition, Baker's, 6.
Expeditions to the vicinity, 12.

F.
Fair grounds, 388.
Fenton, Col. John, 68.
Fire precinct, 385.
Firat census, 63.
town meeting, 60.
Foster peg mill, 360.
Fraternal aocietiee, 535.

G.
Glove industry, 361.
Governor, the vote for, 676.
Governor's farm, 21, 58, 59.
Grafton County Democrat, 662.
County Journal, MI.
Journal. MD.
Grnnd Ariny of the Republic,
Gran~, 647.
Granteee, names of, 20.
Grist mille, 362.

6".
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o.

~.

High echool, 290i high echooll, 813.
Hobart, David, 406.
Holmoa Plymouth Academy, 204.

J.

Odd Fellows, 543.
Officera of tbe militia, 481.
Olive Drancb Lodjte, 536.
Omega Council, 540.

P.

JndiaDS, Baker'a 8ght, IS.

Introduction, 1.

J.
Job printing, 653.
Journal of Capt. John White, 1726, 13.
of Capt. Peter Powera, 1754, 15.
Juatiees of the peace, 571.
Juatua B. Penniman Poet, G. A. R.,
646.

K.
Knighta of Pytbiaa, 545.

L
Lawyera of Plymouth, 443.
Libraey, 327.
.

\

M.
Karla and mail routee, 336.
:Marriages, 176._1850, 555.
:Masonic, 535.
:Mattreu Company, 360.
Mayhew turnpike, 360.
:Meeting-houeea, 237-249.
:Methodiat Epiacopal church, 254.
:Militia, 479.
Mills and manufactures, 352.
lrfiacellany, 555.

N.
National Bank, Peml~wauet, 847.
New Hampshire National Guard,
485.
Newspapers and printing, 549.
Normalachool, 316.
Notal')' public, 5H.

Park milia, 350.
Patrone of huabaadl')', 547.
Pauperiam, 367.
Peg mill, 360.
Pemigewuaet Dnnk, 347.
Chapter, R. A. ll., 539.
National Bank, 349.
Valley R. R., 379.
. Woman's Club, 332.
Penniman Relief Corps, 547.
Pension declaratlona, 141.
Pbyelciana of Plymouth, 465.
Plymouth, Aqueduct and Water Com·
pany, 387.
charter of, 17.
Creamerr CompaDf, 365.
Electric Light Compcmy, 382.
Fair Aaaociation, 388.
glovea, 361.
grantees of, 20.
Guaranty Bavlnga Bank, 350.
Lodge, I. 0. 0. l!'., 543.
Park, 382.
Reoord, 553.
Telephone Company. 380.
Veneer Company, 360.
Political eentimeat, 575.
Population of Plymouth, 579•
Poet maatera, 346.
oftloea, 836.
ridera, 336.
routes, 336.
Presidential Electlona, 578.
Printing, 549.
Proprietora, proceedloga of, 31; notices of, 40.
PubUo libr&J')', 327.

B.
Rallroada, 375.
Rebekah, Dawrhtera of, 544.
Reoord, The Plymouth, 553.
Relief Corpe, 547.
Repreaentativea, 563.
Revolutionaey hiatoey, 80-183; docu·
menta, 173.
Ruaaell, A1fred, 435.
:Moor, 418.
William Wallace, 428.

I
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s.
Snvings hnnk, 350.
Schooi committee, 201;
teachers, 272-288.
Schools, 272.
Sclt>Ctmen, 666.
Senn.tors, 663.
Soldiers, IR12, 372; in the Civil War,
508; in the Revolution, 80-183;
In the Wn.r with Sp11in, 400.
Rpnnh•h Wnr, 4110.
~port.ing g"OOcl!l, 31ll'i.
~l11tr Noruml Rl>honl, 3lfl.
f:;urvt~ya nml boundnrics, 47.

'1'.
Tclrphonrs, 380.
Town derk11, 569.
offil'rr!l, 606.
or~aniZed, 60.
tTI'IIBUrere, 570.
Trustl'el!, norm11l school, 325.
Turnpike, 369.

u.
Unh·er81\liat church, 207.

v.
Village Fire Precinct, 38lS.
Vote for presidential electors, 578.
of Plymouth for governor, 576.

w.
W11r of the Revolution, 80-183.
of 1812, 372.
of the Rebellion, 492.
with Spain, 490.
WAtrr work11, 387.
Webster, Abel, 414.
David, 392.
SAmuel C., 431.
Stephen, 423.
·
William, 427.
Webster's plea In Burnham trial, 100.
White Mountllin Bugle, 551.
Willoughby, John, 426.
Woman's Club, Pemlgewaaaet, 332.
Worcester, Francia, 412.

Y.
Young Ladiea' Circulating Library,
328.

INDEX OF NAMES.
Nnmes of candidAtes for goTernor and president and names In cen1011 of 1'l90
and !SUO, being pages 576-008, are not 1Ddue4.

A.
Ablmt, l!lll1.11betb, 42.
fo'rank, G40.
Henry, 848.
Jobn, 878.
Josiah, 889.
So.ll;r, G57.
Samuel, 279.
Sylvester D., GOS.
Thoma11, 421.
Abbott, F:phralm m. P., 282.
llnrrlet, 320.
IRIIIIC, 343.
John 8. C., 820.
Adnma, Anna, 411.
Cbnrlea W., GOO, G01.
Edgar A., 405, G08.
Elisha, 266.
Elizabeth, 44.
Ezekiel, 555.
George F., 488.
George H., 205, 291, 824,
840, 3GO, 8Gl, 370, 881,
882, 800, 460, 462, 463,
'538, 689, 541, G68, 500,
573, 575.
Glennie A. B., 141, 884,
335.
Isaac L., 462.
J ., 161.
Jacob, 261.
John, 482, G09, G67, 57-6.
John F., 266.
John, Jr., 29:,t, 484.
John Quincy, M-6.
John W., 266.
Leon L., 310.
Mahala, G55.
Mahnla S., 557.
Melvin 0., 400.
Nane;r, 560.
S. Kate, 542.
Sarah K:z.. 831.
Thoma• .u., GOO.
Thomaa J., 568.
William Jr., 486, 540, 548,
544, G71.
:William B., 500, 548, 544,
689.

Akerman, Nahum, 889.
Albee, Olive, 453.
Otl1 A., 555.
Alden, Frank J!l., 2-69.
Horace, 251.
Aldrich, Aaron, 555.
Edgar, 95.
Aluander, William, -698,
495, 508.
Allen, James, 875.
Reuben, 5G5.
William B. U., 820,
455.
Alta, na.vtd, 210, 279, 8H,
-624.
Thornton, 8611.
Ambrose, Samuel, 06, 110,
219, 274, 883, 884.
Ames, Flllher, 578.
Jacob, 555.
John, -68.
Stephen, 21, 2-6, 20, 48.
Thomas G., 499, G08.
Amadeo, A. George, 887.
Olive F., 542.
Anderaon, C)Tul J., 500,
501.
Raclllla B., 807, 808.
ADdrewa, C&ITID M., 498,
50-6, 508.
Arms, Edward, 67.
Arrla, Henr:r 8., -685, -686,
487, 488.
AtklDIIOD, John, 58.
Jollhua T., 555.
Samuel, 54, 105.
Theodore, 20, 21, 26, 29,
80, 48, 186.
Theodore, Jr., 21, 26, 29,
80 46.
Atw~. Da.Tid, lH.
Fred A., 580.
JOHpb W., 251.
AUitln, Charles, 2-6-6.
Anrlll, Clinton 8., 825.
Anr:r, Abigail, 555.
AmUII W., 844, 888, 888,
387, 500, 544, 588,509,
G73.
Duld B., 288.

Anr;r, l!lsra W., 288, 802,
383.
Martin B., 498, 509.
Ollnr, 288, 500.
Samuel, -688.
Thomae, 555.
A:r~. Charles J., 291, 887,
586, 575.

B.
Radcoek, J011lab, 220.
llndger, Joseph, GO, 02, 80.
William, 10G, 840, 87G.
Ragle;r, Sarah A., 501.
Winthrop, 182.
Balle;r, Georp m., 509.
George W ., 245.
John, 469, 471, 484.
Samuel, 489.
Baker, Andrew 0., 587.
Benjamin, 295, -681.
Charles, 268.
Chrletlne, 12.
Dnla, 482.
Edward, 10.
John L., 500, 501, 502,
500.
Larkin, 872.
Lola, 457.
Lucy Ann, au.
Mo-. 58, 79, 181, 188,
198, 295, -68L
Nathan, -682.
Otis, 12, 81.
Stephen, 481.
Tbomaa, 5, 8, 7, 8, 9, 10,
11, 12.
Tlmoth;r, 10.
William, 188, 482.
William D., 890, 547.
Baketel, Ollnr 8., 266.
Balch, Andrew, 887.
C&therlne Holme, 891.
John, 887, 889.
Tlmotb;r, 889.
William 8., 287.
Balcom, Edward W., GGII.
Baklwtn, Hannah, 286.
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Baldwin, Nahum, 101.
Ballard, .Jeremiah D., 810.
Stepbeo, GM.
Ballou, B'rederlek W., 211,
499, GOO, 678.
Baunlater, Warren, 288.
Barber, Robert Jr., GM.
Barker, Ablpll, 40G.
Cbarles B., 887, 688. 1140,
M1.
Bben-, 4015.
BdiOD )(.,MS.
Barlow, Nathan, 129.
Barnard, Andrew .J. C., 600,
678.
Currier, 188, 270.
Sarah G., 681.
Thomu, 1166.
Wesler G., 880.
Barnea, .Jam-. 65, 108, 107,
100, 128, 188, 1M,177,
170, 180, 27f.
Submit, 180.
Barner, .Jobn W., f71.
Baru, .Jobn, H8.
Barrett, George W., UO.
.Joel, f08, GOO.
Barron, Benjamin H., f82.
.Jonatban, 168.
Tlmotbr, 1112, 410.
Barrowa, Lorenso D., 28<6,
288.
Bartlett, Ablpll, 41.
Ann, CICIO.
Blala4ell, GM.
Daniel, GGG.
JDbeneeer, 210, 6611.
EYan, 68.
JDsra, H8, 181, 421, 4n.
Iebabo4 C., MS.
.Jonatban, 66.
.Joalab, 80, 86, 101, 418.
Rlebar4, 4112.
Sapblla, 1181.
Sarp~~t, 270, 282, 4M.
Stepbeo, 180, 279, 688.
Tbomaa, 116, 129.
Ba11, 104ward C., 264.
Van Neea, 400, 1162, liTO.
Batebelder, Altre4 T., f60.
Carloa B., GOO.
Clark G., 868, GOO.
Clarrlna, 1160.
JDIIu A., f77.
lroater S., 1148.
Frank E., 648.
George H., GOO.
George L., 889.
Loulaa, 668.
Mo- A., 1140, U8, 1144,
670.
Natbanlel, 1166.
Natbanlel P., 840.
Sally, 4114.
Suaauuab, 660.
Batebellor, Albert 8., 4118,
481.
Batea, Edward, 48.
. .Jobn Lewla, 269.

nm:u: oJr
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Batee, Lewla, liT, 210, 2t8.
Read, 41.
Sarab, 48.
Darter. BenJamin, 278, 202,
800, 667, 674.
Cbarl-. GM.
Oeorp C., 488.
.Jaeob1 92, 116.
.Joaepn, 270.
.Joahua, 168.
Rlebard, 180, 178, 170,
109,289,278,270,688.
Solomon, 188, 164, 188,
100, 170, 270, 68T.
Thomu. 180.
TlmOtbJ B., 4M, 498,
609, 680, 1140.
Bean, Benjamin, 12.
Darlua K., 498, 1108, GOO.
Blllba, 28, 68, 65, SCI, 09,
124, 180, 2211, 280, 260,
2111, 274, 270, aM, 688.
.Jeremiah, 278.
)ln., 8.
Pblneu A., SOT.
Samuel, 889, 8711.
Beckford, Adallne, 611T.
Ann K., 1161.
Bedel, Hasen, 821.
Moody, 168.
Tlmotbr, 96, 102, 148,
162, 1118, 422, G72.
Beede, Daniel 0., 8211.
Belknap, Den17 JJ'., 1168.
.Jeremr, 827.
Bell, Cbarlea H., 448, 468.
.Jam-. 48Ci, 448.
.Jobn, 811, 118.
.Joaepb, 460.
Bellowa, Abel H., 821.
Tbomu, 404.
Dennett, Leonard, 208•
Marr, 1161.
William ID., 28<6.
Dontou, Jeremiah, 668.
Leonard P., 4911, 602,
GOO.
Berrr, B. A., f88.
C. B., 488.
Ulram 0., 4911, 610.
.Jobn C., 48Ci.
N. 8 ., 167.
l'eariOD, 279.
PeriOD Smltb, 61111, 668.
PoUr, 6611.
Bertram, Jobn, 829.
Betta, II'. W., 270.
Bigelow, Polly, 472.
Dill, James B., 420, 600.
Binford, Samuel, GOO.
Blngbam, Oeorae A., 825.
Bird, Samuel, 405.
Blrner, Jamea o., 661.
Blllbee, HarYID D., 460.
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