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PRELI~1IN ARY

CHAPTER.

There is but one municipality in the world bearing the name
of Boscawen. The township, thus named for Lord Boscawen of
the Engli::;h navy, is situated on the west bank of :Merrimack
river in New Hampshire. 'Origina1Iy it was seven miles square,
and, from the date of its settlement in 1733 to 1760, bore the Indian name Contoocook. After a corporate existence of one hundred years. from 1760 to 1860, the township was divided into two
parts nearly equal in area, the eastern retaining the original corporate nam e, the western taking the name of \Vebster, in honor
of America's great orator, jurist, and statesman, who received his
education, in part, in Bosca-wen, and who for three yea.rs was
one of its honored citizens.
The first movement to obtain a history of the town was inaugurated sixty years ago, by Capt. Joshua C. Plummer, Henry,
Enoch, and Simeon B. Little, a,nd others, a.t whose solicitation
the work was undertaken by Rev. Ebenezer Price, pastor of the
Second Congregational church. George ,Jackman, born in 1735,
town-clerk for many years, was then living, and many other individua-ls whose memories reached back to the early yea,rs of the
town':; history, from "·hom Rev. 1\Ir. Price obtained authentic info rmation to supplement the town records. The result of his
labor was the publication of a, pamphlet entitled "A Chronological
Register of Bosca-wen, :Merrimack county, State of New Hampshire, from the first settlement of the town to 1820.:'
The town voted fifty dollars to Rev. Mr. Price as compensation for the writing, but a-ppropriated nothing for publishing the
pamphlet, the expense of which was borne by the public-spirited
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we:r:. who started the enterprise, to their pecuniary loss. The history was written with much care, and, though brief, presented an
admirable outline of the civil affairs, and a record of the most in-:.portant events of the period.
Fifty-eight years lmYe passed since the publication of that
history, during which period great changes haYe taken place.
1\Iany of the former citizens and their descendants are to be
found upon the prairies of the \Vest, or amid the mines of N eYada
and California; 'Yhile others have taken up their abodes in the
manufacturing towns of New England, or in the cities of the seaboard, turning their attention from agricultural to mechanical or
mercantile pursuits. Emigration, railroads, anL1 the employment
of machin ery, supplanting manual labor in a great degree in
the shop and on the farm, have changed society. Apprenticeship,
and trades once acquired under it, together have disappeareLl.
:Many of th e employments and occupations of fifty years ago have
disappeared forever. New habits and customs have taken the
places of thos e of other days. The children of to-clay do not stand
bare-headed, with cap in hand, by the roadside, and "make their
manners" when the minister rides by. The minister is no longer
an oracle, nor are the town esquires embodiments of the majesty
of law, as in days of yore.
Since th e publication of Rev. l\Ir. Price's history, the academy,
aml the graded and normal schools, have supplemented the schools
taught by the masters am1 mistresses of the olden time, in which
the catechism was regarded as an important study. No newsboy
rides his weekly post-route now, as Simeon B. Little rode in those
first years of the century, carrying the Concord Gazette to his
patrons; no canyas-covered wagons plod their way along the turnpike, from Yermont to Boston; no gaily painted stage, with
horses all afoam, rolls along the dusty way; the tavern sign no
longer swings in the wind; the hospitable landlord, the bar with
its row of glass decanters, the generous fire flaming on the
hearth, the heated loggerhead, toddy-stick, flip, and puncb,all have disappeared.
There are new methods and new forces in the civilization of today. The railroad, the telegraph, the printing-press, and other
forces equally powerful, arc coming in to transform society ;- the
telephone, which enables us to talk with friends far away, as if
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they were by our side ; the phonograph, which preserves the
words we speak-which will bring back to us from the eternal
shores the voices of our departed friends, so that even from the
spirit land we may still hear their Yoices as when they were with
us in the flesh.
Fifty-eight years ago, the world at large knew nothing of
these forces of civilization. The reaping-machine, the sewingmachine, the multitudinous devices and arrangements of mechanical forces to make iron, steel, steam, and \Yater-power do the work
of human hands, were all unknown. The period since 1840 has
been the world's great era of invention, surpassing all other periods in history.
Fifty-eight years ago, when Rev. l\1r. Price laid clown his pen
as historian, the world hatl not heard of the men whose names
to-day are written large in the history of the republic. In 1820,
Dani el \Vebster was a lawyer of renown in Boston; but ten years
pa.ssed hefore the nation heard of him. In that same year, J olm
Adams Dix was a student-at-law, poring over Blackstone; \Vi11iam
Pitt Fessenden a sophomore at Bowdoin; Jacob Little a sophomore at Dartmouth; H en ry Little at work on his father's farm;
lVIoses Gerrish Farmer an infant in his mother's arms ;-to-day,
all except Rev. Henry Little and Prof. Farmer have accomplished
their life-work, and have passed on to the great Hereafter.
The citizen best qualified to gather up th e memorials of the past,
to summarize the life-IYork of his compeers through this period
of nearly three-score years, was Simeon B. Little, born in 1797.
He had an inquiring mind, a retentive memory, and a comprehensive grasp of men and things. In his boyhood he talked with
men '''hose memories ran back to the first years of the town's settlement. His father had been a soldier at Bennington, a magistrate, a man c01wersant with public affairs. Through the old men
of his early J'ears he became intimately acquainted with that invaluable history and tradition of the past, that had no record save
in the memories of men. Active in private and public life, he
came in contact with the whole community. As moderator of
town-meetings, he knew every voter; as administrator of estates
and executor of wills, and as a magistrate, he became acquainted
with th e histories of inclh·idnals and families. He loved history,
and for many years intended to gather up the records and memo-
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rials for the basis of a complete history; but, beset by the cares of
a busy life, he never found time to carry out his intentions.
It was in 1871, after partial paralysis had incapacitated him
from labor, that I talked with him upon the subject of employing
some one to write at his dictation.
"It is too late; somebody else must do it," he said.
\Vishing to preserve what would be lost foreYer when his memory failed, I made notes of his recollections, not with the intention of myself embodying them in a historic Yolume, but to turn
them over to some one who might be induced to undertake the
work.
A few months later I met Rev. Dr. Nathaniel Bouton, then
editing the ProYincial Records of New Hampshire, who was
keenly alive to the importance of preserving town histories.
"You must write the history of Boscawen," he said. "No
other town has exercised a more potent influence for good ; none
can show a brighter record, or such a roll of honor. If you do
not undertake the work, its history never will be written."
Impressed by the earnest remarks of Dr. Bouton, and at the
solicitation of Isaac K. Gage, Esq., and others of my native town,
I began the collection of materials. The field of research has been
wide, embracing the archives in the office of the :Massachusetts
secretary of state, the secretary's and adjutant-general's offices at
Concord, the libraries of the New Hampshire Historical, J\'lassachusetts Historical, and New England Genealogical and Historical societies, the records of the proprietors of Contoocook, and the
records of the town since its incorporation up to 1878.
Lord J\'lacanley, in writing his History of England, confessed
that he had obtained yaluable information from old almanacs, and
from the fly-leaves of books scrawled by hands that had long before
crumbled to dust. Although this volume is hut the history of a
town instead of a period in the history of a kingdom, I may with
equal propriety express my indebtedness to scraps of paper found
in old chests and bags, to files of almanacs, diaries, account-books,
and other memoranda obtained from garrets.
The preparation of the volume has necessitated a wide correspondence ; for the sons and daughters of Boscawen are to be
found in nearly every state and territory of the Union. I am
indebted to Gov. John A. Dix for reminiscences of his boyhood in
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Boscawen; also to Ron. G. \V. Nesmith, of Franklin, for valuable information relating t.o the Colonial and Revolutionary
periods ; also to Levi Bartlett, of \Varner, who in his early years
was a resident of Boscawen, and whose acquaintance with the
chief men of the town dates back to the early years of the century.
It is a pleasure to express my indebtedness to Benjamin Jack·
man, Enoch Pillsbury, David Sweatt, and Luke Corser,-all born
in the eighteenth century, and who are still able to recall the
scenes of their early years.
I am under special obligations to Dea. \Villiam Temple, of
East \Voburn, 1\Iass., long a resident of Boscawen, an officer of
the militia and of the church, antiquary and genealogist, who has
enriched the volume by his contriuutions.
To my co-laborers, Isaac K. Gage, John C. Pearson, Ron.
John Kimball, l\Iaj. Alfred Little, and Ephraim Little, who have
especially aided in the preparation of the volume, who have
labored with no hope of reward except that enjoyment which
comes from serYing others, I express my sincere gratitude, and
ask for them the thanks of the public.
The citizens of Boscawen are indebted to l\Irs. Ezekiel \Vebster
for the portrait of her husuand, and also to l\Trs. Charlotte G.
Cnmston, of Boston, through whose liberality the volume is
adorned by portraits of her father, Col. Charles G. Greene,
and her uncle, Nathaniel Greene; and they are under like obligations to Ron. Moody Currier, of Manchester, for his portrait;
to l\Irs. l\Iary G. \Vood, of \Vest Lebanon, anJ l\£rs. Betsy \Viison, of Contoocook, for the restored view of one of the historic
mansions no longer existing,-the birthplace of Nathaniel and
Charles G. Greene and \Villiam P. Fessenden. They are under
like obligations to Prof. Moses G. Farmer and l\Irs. C. C. Coffin
for a view of their early home ; and to Col. Enoch Gerrish for a
view of his birth-place and home of his ancestors.
I am under obligations to Rev. Nathaniel Bouton, D. D., lately
deceased, to Benjamin Chase, historian of Chester, and to Robert
B. Caverly, of Lowell, l\Iass., for iJFlstrations, which add much
to the attractiveness of tl1e volume. '
To those who have contributed portraits of themselves, to those
filial sons and daughters who have given portraits of fathers, to
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all who have contributed biographies and genealogies, the thanks
of the public are due.
To Henry Rolfe, of \Vinchester, 1\:fass., the citizens are indebted
for the account of manufactures at 11-,isherville.
Through the kindness of A. J. Coolidge, of Boston, the volume
has been enriched by a view of Bennington battle-field.
I wish to express my thanks to Edward A. Jenks, through
whose care and watchfulness the pages of the volume are so fair
and free from errors. Thanks are also due to \Y. H. Forbes, of
Boston, for the care taken in printing the lithographs contained
in the volume.
To aid the publication of this history, the town of Boscawen
voted, in 1875, with great unanimity, the sum of three hundred
dollars. The town of \Y ebster not having appropriated any money,
and it being manifest that a history worthy of the town could not
be published without the cooperation of individuals, fifteen publicspirited citizens obligated themselves, in the sum of eight hundred and fifty dollars, to bear whatever expense might be incurred in the publication. The citizens signing this compact are
Isaac K. Gage,
Nathaniel S. \V ebster,
E. G. \Vood,
D. F. Kimball,
1\L A. Pillsbury,
Henry H. Gerrish,
F. B. Sawyer,
Ephraim Little,

Peter Coffin,
Charles J. Chadwick,
John C. Pearson,
Geo. Little,
Sherman Little,
\V m. \V. Burbank,
James L. Gerrish.

It is a pleasure to record their names, for had it not been for
their public spirit the history would never have reached the
hands of the printer. Coming generations will accord them the
honor which is their due.
The citizens of Boscawen have a right to know to what uses
the money voted by the town has been appropriated, and it is a
pleasure to say that they will find the entire amount in the
outline map of the two towns, and in the views of the churches,
academies, the Duston monument, and the portraits of Daniel
\Vebster, John A. Dix, and \Villiam P. Fessenden.
The compiler of this history has given many days and nights

PRELIMINARY CHAPTER.

xiii

to the undertaking, many weeks and months, has experienced
much weariness of mind and body, without hope of any pecuniary
recompense; but he has the satisfaction of knowing that the
memorials are rescued from oblivion, to he preserved forever.
1\I istakes there are, some of \Yhich have been corrected on the
page of amendments. No one can be more sensible than the
writer to the incompleteness of the work, nor can any one who
has not engaged in collecting historical data understand how
difficult it has been in many instances to verify information. A
historian shouhl be unbiassecl; and it has been the aim of the
writer, in this respect, to tlivest himself of all predilection that
would S\Yerve him from correct statement concerning parties in
politics anJ. denominations in religion, and a just judgment of
men and events.
'l'he volume has grown upon the compiler's hands, containing
some two hundred pages more than was first eontemplated; and
:yet the material at his command, statistical and documentary, of
great interest, wonltl have swelled the volume to one thousand
pages. The record of service in the Rebellion is limited to the
names of those who enlisted. Little is recorded of their marchings, their sufferings, their heroism in battle, their wounds, their
deaths; and space also has been wanting to set forth the services
of those who have been educators of the community- a long list
of honorable names.
The history of Boscawen covers a period of one hundred and
forty-five years, reaching back to the time when the eolonies of
England embraeed only a narrow strip along the Atlantic coast,
\vhen by far the largest portion of the continent "·as under the
dominion of France. It covers tlie period of the great struggle
between those powers for supremacy in the \Vestern world. Citizens of Bosca\ren took part in those struggles, and aided to
supplant the banner bearing the lilies of France for that em bbzoned with the cross of St. George. l1~rom 1733 to 1756 Boseawen was the outpost of civilization. From the log cabins on
King street to the St. Ln;wTence there were no human habitations, with the exception of those in Salisbury, from which the
settlers were forcetl to flee; yet, keeping ·watch and "\Yard, the
stahrart citizens of Boscawen boldly maintained their ground
against the savage foe. They tra.versed the pathless wilderness

xiv

PRELU11NARY CHAPTER.

to the upper Connecticut, or served at Ticonderoga and Crown
Point against the common enemy.
In the Revolution every citizen was a patriot. Twenty men of
Boscawen stood unfalteringly behind the rail fence at Bunker Hill
with John Stark, and gave that resistance which made the republic of the United States a possibility. Twenty-six of them were
in that storming of the enemy's works at Bennington, which, in
its results, made the republic a certainty.
In the war of 1812, and in the R.ebellion of 1861, there was no
diminution of patriotism. \Vhenever soldiers were called for, there
were men ready to enlist; whenever money was \muted, there
was no stint in appropriation.
\Vhoever peruses this history will notice that the first settlers
recognized religion as essential to the welfare of the community;
that at the outset they erected a meeting-house, organized a
church, and settled a minister; that through all tl1e proprietary
meetings, the first business done was to vote the necessary supplies for the support of their pastor; that during the years when
they were compelled to live in garrison, doing their work in the
field with sentinels on guard, and during all the hardships of the
Colonial and Revolutionary periods, they maintained public worship.
It will be further noticed, that during the Colonial war, when
taxes were burdensome, and through the Revolution, when their
currency was worthl ess, tl1 ey supported public schools.
"New Hampshire produces granite and men," was Daniel
\Vebster's answer to one who sneered at the rock-ribbed state
that gave him birth. Is there any other locality in this republic
that can present such a roll of T10norable names as Boscawen exhibits to the world? Ti·ue, Daniel and Ezekiel \Vebster were
born just outside its corporate limits, hut the influence of such a
civilization as the first settlers of Contoocook inaugurated is not
. ~
confined by lmes run by a surveyor's compass, measured by a
cJ1ain, and 1lazed on the pines of the forest. Such a civilization
illuminates all the surrounding country. The early settlers of
Salisbury sat in its light, as did they of Canterbury, attending
meeting in Boscawen. Not till 1773, thirty-three years after the
settlement of Rev. Phineas Stevens, was there a minister in Salisbury. Although Canterbury was incorporated as a town in 1727,
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and was settled in 1733, there was no church organized till 1760.
Not till 1772, when Rev. Eden Burroughs was ordained, was
there a minister in Hopkinton. Through all those years, elating
back to 1738, the log meeting~house on King street was the one
spot between Concord and Canada where public religious service
was always maintained. As upon the yielding sand we trace the
footsteps of those who have gone before us, so on the pages of
this history we shall see what those first settlers-what Rev.
Phineas Stevens, Rev. Robie lVIorrill, Rev. Samuel W oocl, those
early ministers of Boscawen-did for those who have succeeded
them in the march of life.
To Rev. Samuel \Vood came Daniel \Vebster, at the age of fif~
teen, to supplement his few weeks of study at Exeter, preparatory
to entering Dartmouth college. In the library established by the
citizens of Boscawen he found mental aliment which gave him
strength in after years. To Boscawen he came to begin the busi~
ness of life: from it he went forth, with the impress of its civili~
zation upon him, to enter upon his great career.
To the same hithful teacher and pastor came Ezekiel \Vebster
to prepare for college. He made Boscawen his home, lighting his
torch at that fire kindled seventy years before by those men and
women, who, in their poverty and feebleness, estimating their
moral and spiritual ·welfare as of greater moment than all things
else, reared their meeting-house and established a church.
Not only these two men, but those other distinguished men,
whose names are recorded in this volume, who have left their
mark upon the age, are the natural outgrowth of the seed sown
by those first settlers of Boscawen, who obtained a learned min~
ister from Harvard college as their teacher in moral and spirit~
ual things.
The reader will be interesttld to see how the influence of that
act, like a river, having its source in an ever-flowing fountain, has
broadened and deepened; how it has fertilized the nation; how
the forces brought into action by those self-denying men and
women have been felt in the pulpit, the fornm, the university; in
the legis1ative halls of states and of the nation; in diplomacy; in
finance; in the founding of churches and the establishment of Sun~
day~schools; in education, science, journalism, authorship; in the
moulding of public opinion; in missionary effort,-felt to-day not
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only in the United States, but in Asia and Africa! \Vould J aco1
Little have stamped the impress of his religions character upon the
churches of Ohio, if there had been no church in Boscawen during those early years? \Vould Henry Little have been such an
organizer of Sunday-schools and churches throughout the \Vest, if
Rev. Phineas Stevens had not been ordained pastor of the little
church in the Contoocook wilderness? \V ould Henry S. G. French
have gone a missionary to Siam, or Myron Pinkerton to South
Africa, if Joseph Gerrish, Joseph Coffin, Jacob Flanders, and
their fellow proprietors: had not reared that first meeting-house?
Did the life-,vork of Phineas Stevens, Dea. George Jackman, and
godly Joanna Hale Gerrish die out in their generation ? " Blessed
are the dead \rho die in the Lord, * * * and their works do
follow them."
The reader of these pages will have occasion often to recall the
words of Jacob Little to his beloved pastor, Rev. Ebenezer Price
(p. 434): "l\1r. Price, yon will never die. \Vhat yon have taught,
by precept and example, is spreading wider and wider, and going
on to the third generation, and will k eep going."
Rev. Phineas Stevens, Rev. Samuel \Yood, Rev. Eben ezer Price,
Rev. Edward Buxton, and all who have labored for the moral and
spiritual welfare of the community, are living on in the labors of
those whose lives and characters ha·ve been moulded by their instructions. Institutions that have their origin in the moral and
spiritual needs of men live forever. The first rude me et in g-house
disappeared; the second was licked up l1y the flames four score
years ago,-but the church lives on. Rev. Phineas Stevens is
preaching still. How far that little candle, lighted by the Christian men and women of Contoocook, throws its beams ! How, as
the years roll on, it will lJurn with ever increasing brightn ess!
Not only the white light of a spiritual life, but the pure :flame
of patriotic devotion. The little log mePting-honse was loopholed for defence. The settlers worshipped with their rifles by
their sides. Rev. Phineas Stevens marched with his flock in pursnit of the savage. No Indian war-,vhoop blanched the cheeks
of Andrew Bohannon, Moses Burbank, Nathaniel and \Villi am
Danforth, on that day when Enos Bishop was captnrecl "·ithin
sight of the meeting-house, nor when Thomas Cook and Cresar
were shot down at Clay hill. The settlers of Hovkinton, \Varner,
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and Salisbury might abandon their homes, but they would not.
\Vho can measure the influence of that courage upon those who
came after them? If they had been pusillanimous then, would
Lieut. Samuel Atkinson, David Burbank, Edmund Chadwick, Asa
Corser, David Flanders, and their comrades have stood like a wall
of adamant at Bunker Hill? would Capt. Peter Kimball and his
soldiers ha Ye stormed the heights at Bennington ? would John
Adams Dix, a century later, by a single stroke of the pen, have
thrilled the country with patriotic fervor,-".If any rnan attempts

to haul down the American flag, shoot !tim on the spot"?
Men die, generations come and go, but teachings, examples, and
principles live. So tlw unflinching bravery of 1746-1760, after a
century had rolled away, bloomed anew in 1860 for the preservation of the repu1lic.
This volume is a simple recital of hardships, sufferings, and privations; of courage and endurance; of the principles and. progress
of a rural conununity. It is no ignoble record, for, numbered
among the citizens of Boscawen, are those who have sent their
names down the advancing centuries. It is a memorial which
will be of ever-increasing value as the years go hy, which will be
an heirloom to other generations; for through it the citizens of
Boscawen will connect themseh·es "·ith those ·whom the world has
recognized as worthy of all honor.
In all ages there has been a desire among men to associate
themselves with the great and good, thus manifesting their capacity and longing for immortality: for greatness and goodness are
eternal in their nature, and men possessing them can never die.
Said Daniel \Vebster, standing on Plymouth rock, in 1820," By ascending to an association "·ith our ancestors; by contemplating their example, and studying their character; by partaking their sentiments and imbibing their spirit; by accompanying· them in their toils; by sympathizing in their sufferings,
and rejoicing in their successes and their triumpbs,-we seem to
belong to their age, and to mingle our existence with theirs. * *
Next to the sense of religions duty and moral feeling, I hardly
know what should bear with stronger obligation on a liberal and
enlightened mind than a consciousness of alliance with excellence
which is departed, and a consciousness, too, that in its acts and
conclnct, and. even in its sentiments and thoughts) it may be
II
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actively operating on the happiness of those who come after
it."
So the great orator recognized the aspiration of the human
race to associate itself with departed greatness. To be born
where great men have had their nativity, or where they have
lived, is, as it were, a patent of nobility.
"And of Zion it shall be said, This and that man was Lorn in
her: anJ the highest himself shall establish her. The Lord shall
count, when he writeth up the people, that this man was born
there."
So the poet king of Israel sets forth the inherent nobility that
comes from such a nativity. And the writer of the Epistle to the
Hebrews takes np the theme, and pictures the exaltation that
comes to the citizens of the commomvealth of Israel through those
who "subdued kingdoms, and wrought righteousness."
This desire for an alliance ''ith the great and good is one of
the mightiest motives for human action. Over burning sands the
weary pilgrim of the Orient wends his way, that he may bo-n' in
adoration before the tomb of :Mahomet, and so prepare himself for
the pleasures of Paradise. The church of Rome, recognizing this
aspiration of the human race, canonizes its saints, and exhibits its
multitudinous relics, investing them with power to heal disease,
preselTe from harm, or to save from sin. Is there any other
force that can so stir the human heart? "Soldiers of France !
four thousand years look down upon you." So Bonaparte addressed his soldiers, and in that one sentence lay enfolded, as it
were, the victory of the battle of the Pyramids. At Plymouth
rock, at Bunker Hill, at Gettysburg, or wherever men have made
great sacrifices for their fellow-men, our longing for immortality
is kindled anew ;-so through their devotion are we lifted to a
higher plane of existence.
In this volume no attempt bas been made to measure the value
of services rendered. Omnipotence alone can gather up results.
Plain and simple the record, but the sons and daughters of the
good old town, perusing it, shall say,-Gon BLESS HER IN THE
FUTURE AS HE HAS BLEST HER IN THE PAST !
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LOCALITIES IN BOSCA 'YEN.
KING STREET.

The first settlers of Contoocook manifested their loyalty to their soverign by calling the street on which they erected their meeting-house,
"King street." In time it began to go by the name of " The Plain."
As laid out by the surveyor, it extended from the small brook emptying
into the pond at the southerly end, called ''Town Honse brook" in the
records, to the" Hollow," through which flows "Mill brook.'' For a
half century or more it has been known as Boscawen Plain. It was
laid out wide and straight, with house lots on each side.
QUEEN STREET.

This street, leading west from King street, was the second one laid
out by Mr. Brown.
l\IARLBOROUGH STREET.

The third street laid out by l\Ir. Brown ran from Queen street north,
parallel with King street, extending also to the '' Hollow." The settlers named it in honor of the Duke of :l\Iarlborough. It was on the
west side of the "l\lountain," and crossed the present travelled road at
the top of the hill east of "Cold brook." In the records it is sometimes
written l\Iulbury street. A century ago it was probably quite as much
of a thoroughfare as King street.
THE HOLLOW.

There is a deep ravine at the northern end of King street, through
which flows l\lill brook, upon which the first mill was erected. The
locality is known as'' The Hollow," sometimes as" The Valley of Industry," from the number of industrial pursuits carried on there. Forty
years ago it was familiarly known as '' Sodom." Why so called is not
known, but certainly not for any extraordinary and special wickedness
of the dwellers therein, whose reputation for honesty and sobriety has
never been called in question.
THE MOUNTAIN.

The hill west of the Plain has received the name of'' The l\lountain."
From the highest point, the Indians, during the first French and Indian
war, were accustomed to look down upon the garrison, and watch for
opportunities to capture incautious settlers. On its highest summit the
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students of the academy, about 1830, erected a stone platform, where
they used to rehearse their declamations, sending forth incipient oratory
for the benefit of the inhabitants and traveller~ on the street below.
FISH STREET.

The road extending from the Hollow to Franklin received the name
of Fish street in 173o. How far north it was laid by Mr. Brown at
that time is unknown, but it was extended to Salisbury on the petition
of John Sergent soon after [see Hist.J.
THE TURNPIKE.

The highway, beginning at the bridge across the :Merrimack known
as Boscawen bridge, and extending to Salisbury, was made a part of
the Fourth New Hampshire Turnpike, in the charter of that corporation : hence its name.
THE TOLL-GATE.

One of the t oll-gates of the Fourth New Hampshire Turnpike was
located at the top of the hill east of Cold brook. Th e toll-house is still
standing.
TilE GULF.

The deep ravine through which Cold brook flows was known as " The
Gulf" by the first settlers, as appears from its frequent mention in the
records, and has ever since been so called.
CLAY HILL.

The north bank of the Gulf is a compact bed of clay, which was reserved by the Proprietors as common land for the use of the settlers,
and has always been calleJ "Clay hill."
IIIGH STREET.

The section of highway extending from the late residence of Col.
Enoch Gerrish to Salisbury line was laid out by John Brown, and was
appropriately named'' High street."
WOODBURY PLAIN.

The small but level section of land a half mile west of the Gulf and
east of the cemetery was the site selected by Mr. Ephraim ·woodbury,
an early settler, for his home, and hence became known as the ·woodbury Plain. The clay deposit shows itself upon the eastern border of
the plain, and bricks were at one time manufactured there.

LOCALITIES IN BOSCAWEN.

:xxi

WATER STREET.

The highway extending from the easterly end of Great pond to Salisbury, parallel with High street, was laid out by John Brown, and
named 'Vater street.
EEL STREET.

The street from the hotel kept by Capt. John Chandler to Boscawen
bridge was called Eel street. In the autumn large quantities of eels
were caught there, in pots set near the mills. Recently it has been
called Commercial street.
DUST0.:'\'8 ISLAXD.

At the junction of the Contoocook with the ~Ierrimack is a small
island, wholly in Boscawen, which was the scene of the heroic deed of
Hannah Duston and .Mary Neff, in delivering themselves of their Indian
captors. The island is now crossed by the Northern Railroad; and
upon it is the monument erected to commemorate 1\lrs. Duston's achievement.
GTIRRUP-IROX BROOK.

Tradition has it, that many years ago a stirrup iron, lost by Gen.
Henry Dearborn, of Revolutionary fame, a general in the 'Var of 1812,
while on a visit to a sister in Salisbury, gave a name to the stream which
has its source among the Salisbury hills, and which empties into the
l\Ierrimack at North Boscawen.
I~DIAX

BRIDGE.

The bridge across Stirrup-Iron brook bears this name in Rev. l\Ir.
Price's history of Boscawen, so named from the killing of Sabbatis and
Plansawa by Bowen a few rods north of the locality.
LOWER 1.:'\TERVALE.

The intervale lands in the bend of the river, above the junction of the
l\lerrimack and Contoocok, were called by the first settlers the Lower
Intervale lots.
MIDDLE INTERVALE.

The wide reach of lands above the Lower Intervale and Canterbury
bridge is put down upon the first survey of the town by John Brown
as the Middle Intervale.
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UPPER INTERVALE.

The land in the bend extending from the mouth of Mill brook to the
small pond east of the Hollow is recorded on Surveyor Brown's map as
the Upper Intervale.
MUCHYEDO.

On the east side of the Merrimack, in Canterbury, is a high sandbank, which is a conspicuous landmark from the summit of Kearsarge
mountain. Although not in Boscawen, occasional mention is made of
it. There are various traditions relative to the origin of the name,one, that an Indian, speaking broken English, exclaimed,-" 1\Inch-yedo to climb it."

LOCALITIES IN -W EBSTER.
CORSER HILL.

The long and high swell of land upon which the Congregational meeting-house stands bears the name of the settler David Corser, who purchased a large tract ofland upon it, and erected the first framed house
west of Beaver dam.
FOWLER'S PLAIX.

The level plat 0f land east of Corser hill and west of Beaver dam was
so named from the settler Lemuel Fowler, who lived near Beaver Dam
brook. It was originally covered with Norway pines, and in the records is sometimes called Norway plain. From the beginning of the
century to 1816, many regimental musters were held there.
LITTLE BROOK.

The small brook west of Beaver dam, having its rise near Salisbury
line and flowing into Couch pond, has long borne the name of "Little
brook."
COOK'S HILL.

The rounded eminence north of Corser hill has borne the name of
Cook's hill since 1745, when Thomas Cook built his log cabin near it,
which probably was the first house erected in what is now the town of
'Vebster. He was killed the next year by the Indians at Clay hill.
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MUTTON ROAD.

The road leading from Corser hill to Salisbury south village was laid
out to enable the residents of Salisbury to reach Hopkinton, which
prior to 1823 was one of the shire towns of Hillsborough county.
It received the name of l\Iutton road, from the fact that some persons had been in the habit of helping themselves to mutton which
did not belong to them, from the flocks of sheep in the pastures
through which the road was located.
PLEASANT STREET,

The highway leading south from l\Iutton road was laid out by the
first surveyor of town lots,-John Brown,-and was named Pleasant
street by the first settlers.
DINGIT CORNER.

The junction of several roads near the great bend of Blackwater
river bears the name of Dingit corner,-so named, according to tradition, from a little domestic turmoil. A settler lived near the locality. One day there was a difference of opinion between himself
and wife; and the latter seized a skillet to use as an argument
in the case, but hesitated about throwing it. The husband, probably
not having any great fear of the skillet, cried out,-" Ding it! ding it!''
Hence the name.
llATTLI•: STREET.

The road leading from Corser hill north to Salisbury, west of Cook's
hill, was one of the original highways laid out by the proprietors, and
was named by them "Battle street.''
LITTLE HILL.

l\Ir. Enoch Little, an early resident of what is now 'Vebster, located
on the swell of land west of Blackwater, in the north-west section of
the town, and his sons settled around him, giving a name to the
locality.
WEST NEWBURY STREET.

The highway leading north over Little hill was laid out by the proprietors, who named it '''Vest Newbury street,'' probably because it
was the most westerly highway in the division of lots, and also to keep
in remembrance their former home in Newbury.
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LOXG POXD.

This pond, in "'Vebster, is nearly two miles long, and from one half
to three fo urths of a mile wide ;- hence the appropriateness of the name.
WHITE PLAIN.

The etymology of the name is unknown. It is applied to the valley
through which flows the stream issuing from Long pond westward to
\Varner river.
DUBLIN.

The region west of Little hill i!:> known to the inhabitants of ·w ebstcr
as ''Dublin.'' A citizen of Irish descent once lived there, and hence the
name of the capital of Ireland.
POND IIILL.

The high swell of land west of Long pond.
BAS HAN.

The south-western section of the town was covered with a dense
forest growth. There were so many great red and white oak trees,
that Dea. Enoch Little, Sr., thought it was worthy of bearing the
biblical name of "Bashan," the country east of the Jordan, renowned
for its oaks, mentioned in Zech. 11: 2: "Howl, 0 ye oaks of Bash an.''
The name thus given has remained to the present time.
RATTLESXAKE

HILL.

\Vebster, in common with many other towns, has its "Rattlesnake
hill," the highest hill in Basban. \Vhen the first settlers erected their
homes in that section, it was the haunt of rattlesnakes. Mr. :Moses
Gerrish, on one occasion, killed forty in one day. The hearts of rattlesnakes were regarded as a specific for the cure of consumption in those
days, and Mr. Gerrish was employed by the Shakers to hunt the
reptiles.
KNIGHT l\IEADOW BROOK.

The brook which runs south, west of Little hill, from Tucker's pond,
in Salisbury, to the str eam issuing fr om Long pond.
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AND 'VEBSTER.
LONG STREET.

!frequent mention is made, in the records, of "Long street. " It is
the high way leading from Iligh street, in Boscawen, to Corser hill,
anti from thence by 'Yhite plain to
arner.

"r

llEAVER DAU.

The stream, which has its source in Salisbury, and which flows into
Couch pond, has been made the dividing line between Boscawen and
'Vebster. It was a favorite haunt of beavers, whose dams may still be
seen.
POND BROOK.

The brook south of Couch pond, running to (;reat pond, and from
Great pond to the Contoocook river, bears the name of'' Pond brook."
GREAT

PO~n.

The name, undoubtedly, was given to this sheet of water by the
first settlers, as it occurs in Abner Clough's journal, 175-1-, an extract
from which will be fonncl in the historical section. It lies half in " rebster and half iu Boscawen.
COUCH POND.

This is the small pond north of Great pond.

CORRECTIONS .

It is almost certain that in the preparation and printing of
books there will be mistakes. In a town history, errors arc unavoidable. Some statements will need revision; wrong dates will
be given; there will l_,e errors in copying and in proof-reading.
This Yolnme is no exception to the general rule. Owing to the
absence of the compiler while the sheets were passing through the
press, there are some errors which might have been corrected in
the proof had the pages passed under his final revision. The
mistakes, however, are generally unimportant. The corrections
given below are placed at the beginning of the Yolnme in order
that the reader may see what they are before reading. It is recommended that a * be made at the outset, with a pen, in the
margin of the page, against the corrections. Snch a mark will
direct the attention to the proper reading.
Page 43.

"Capt. Daniel Todd, of Exeter," shonltl read Daniel

Ladd.
Page 48. "The nearest grist-mill * * * was situated at
l\Iilh·ille," should read was situated at West Concord. The
later information has been obtained from Simeon Abbot, of Concord.
Page 132. "Carding and fulling mills were established in
eYery town." It is a misstatement. Canling at that date, 1786,
was clone wholly by hand. There was no carding by machinery
in Boscawen, probably: till about twenty years later. ~Iachine
earding was not invented till abont the beginning of the century.
Cloth-dressing was a distinct occupation. Dea. I saac Pearson
only dressed cloth.
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Page 135.

CORRECTIONS.

"Dwight corner" should read IJ£ngit corne?'.

Page 152. In the prote~t of Silas Call, the first "profession,"
although existing in the original document, is evidently a clerical
error, and should be stricken out.
Page 174. In last line, "foot-stones " should read foot-stoves.
Page 208. The regiment of U. S. soldiers passing through the
town should be recorded under date of 1845.
Page 225. " Resolved that
should read 1876.

* * *

passed 18 Thfay, 1877,"

Page 273. "Abraham Burbank, its first commander," should
read second comnwnder.
Page 218. "Thurber, Joseph,'' should read Thw·ber, Joseph B.
Page 309. "Born in Newbury, 3 J nne, 0. S. 1712," should
read 22 January, 1711.
Page 310. "He married Elizabeth Chase," should read lJiartha Chase.
Page 324. ".l\Ir::;. Lois Jewett," should read Jliiss Lois Jewett/
and " .1\Irs. Louisa Jane Dix Pillsbury," should read lJirs. Louisa
Frances IJix PUlsbw·y.
Page 369. "A telegraph wire with a case or covering of iron
or steel," should read a steel wire covered with coppe1·.
Page ·399. "Kimball, Benj. T. * * * He died 9 July,
1852," should read 2 July, 1852.
Page 400. "Kimball, Peter, was born 25 1Iay, 1817," shoulJ
read 25 lJiarc!t, 1817.
Page 408. "Little, Enoch, Dca., 2d, * * was born 180-t,"
should read 180!!.
Page 427. "Pearson, Nathan. * * He died 8 Oc.t., 1868,"
should read 12 Oct., 1868.
Page 429. "Pillsbury, Joseph L., Col.
* lie died 10
Jan., 1874," should read 1873.
Page 431. Instead of " Lucy Farrer," read Lucy J:?arrw·.
Page 432. " Ebenezer Sewell Price," shouhl read Ebenezer
Sewall P1·ice.
Page 437. "Stone, Peter, * * 19 Dec., 1799," should read
11 IJec., 1799.
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Page 450. ''His widow married Prof. Guthrie, of l\1:ariettn.
college," should read Rev. Geo. B. Wldpple, of Oberlin.
Page 462. "J ABEZ 4 (James, 3 \Villiam, 2 George 1)," should read
Jabez 4 ( Tlwma~, 3 Tlwmas, 2 GeO'l·ge 1).
Page G04.

"Rev. Zernb H. Hawl.ey," should read Rev. Z. IL

IIawley.
Page 615. After "Stone, Frederic P., ., insert m. Lovilla Sanborn.
Page 638. niills-" one near the residence of Joseph Burpee,"
should read on Beaver-dam brook. The mill near 1\Ir. Burpee's
was not erected till a later date, by Capt. Abraham Burbank.
That on Beaver dam was near Salisbury line, and was owneLl by
Daniel Pillsbury.
Page 650. \Vol£-" shot by Samuel Call,'' should read by
Lemuel Call.
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CIVIL HISTORY.
CHAPTER I.
THE PLANTATION OF CONTOOCOOK.

WHE first moYement for the settlement of the territory em~ braced in the present tovms of Boscawen and Webster was
inaugurated in 1729, by citizens of Andover, Bradford, Reading, and
Woburn, in :Massachusetts. The plantation of Penacook (Concord)
had just begun. It was known that there ·was a desiraLle tract
of land immediately north of Penacook, ·west of th e Merrimack.
:Many of the citizens of AndoYer, especially the AbLotts and
Ballanls, were interested in the Penacook plantation, and took
measures to secure the adjoining tract. The first meeting was
held in A. ndover, Feb. 25, 1729, at the house of Jeremiah Ballard. James Johnson was chosen modera,tor, and Thomas Abbot
clerk. At an adjourned meeting, h eld JYiarch 18, a committee was
chosen to view the land. The committee obtained a pilot, visited
the locality, and reported at a meeting held l\fay 20th. Fiftythree citizens of Andover, twenty-seven from Bradford, twenty
from Reading and \V obm·n-one hunched in all-signed a petition to the Great and General Court for the granting of " Land
Laying on niarymeck Rever Begining at Pennacuck Upper Line
and so run eight mile up ye Rever and Three l\Iile on ye Est &
Four :Mile on ye \Vest side of sd Rever." The petitioners were
unsuccessful in their application. A possible reason for their
failure may have been the fact that many of the grantees of Penacook were from Andover, and the members of the General Court
may h~ve thought it not best to bestow a second grant upon the
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citizens of that town. Other towns were applying for grants.
There ·was a movement in all the sea-coast to·wns towards the
frontier to obtain new lands. The young men were ready to
brave the dangers and hardships of frontier life, for the sake of
obtaining lapels 1Yhich in a few years might he as valnahle as the
old homesteads. Others, ·who >lere more aclranced in life, with
chiltlren growing to maturity, \\~ere ready to dispose of their
farm s by the sea to obtain the fertile lands of the :i\Ierrimack
valll'Y, where their sons and daughters could secure their future
homes.
But how happened it that :Massachusetts exercised jurisdiction
over the lands now comprised in ~ ew Hampshire ? A complete
answer is to he found only in a study of the conflicting claims of
Capt. ,John :i\Iason, Sir Ferdinanclo Gorges, the Plymouth, :i\Iassachusetts, and Laconia grants. Suffice it to say, that :i\fassachusetts claimed jurisdiction of all lands west of the 1\Ierrimack, and
continued its exercise of authority till the final establishment, by
royal commission in 1740, of the present boundaries.
NEWBURY

PETITIO~ERS.

In 1732, John Coffin and eighty other citizens of Newbury petitioned the General Court of Massachusetts Bay for "a grant of
land, situated on the \\~est side of the l\Ierrimack, adjoining Penacook plantation." The petition was duly considered, and order
issued in relation to a smTey of the tract, and setting forth the
conditions of the grant as follo\\~s:
" Ordered that there be and hereby is granted to the petitioners a
tract of land seven miles square at the place petitioned for on the west
side of Merrimack river, to be laid out by a surveyor and chain men
on oath, a plan thereof to be presented to this court at their next 1\lay
session for confirmation. The lands to be by them settled on the conditiolls following viz:
" That within the space of four years from the confirmation of this
plan they settle and have on the spot eighty-one families, each settler
to build a convenient dwelling house, one story high eighteen feet
sqnare at least, and fence and clear, and bring to fonr acres fit for improvement and three acres more well stocked with English grass; and
also lay out three shares throughout the town, each share to be one
eighty-fourth part of said tract of land, one of said shares to be for
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the first settled minister, one for the ministry, and one for school ; and
also to build a convenient meeting house and settle a learned and orthodox minister within the time aforesaid.''
The order was issued Dec. 8, 1732. The grantees at once proceeded to locate the land.
On the 6th of June, the following year, the plot was co11firmecl
by the General Court, with the boundaries thus described.
THE GRANT.

"Province of Massachusetts Bay :
''A plot of township of land granted at [by] the Court to John
Coffin and others lying on Merrimack river above Penacook, surveyed
by Richard Hazen and two chainmen on oath being bounded as follows:
viz ;-beginning at the middle of Contoocook river, where it empties
into the Merrimack, where it joins the Penacook Plantation, thence
running west 15° South adjoining Penacook line, four miles to a white
pine tree, marked for Penacook corner bound; thence further on the
same line three miles and eight poles to a Norway pine marked for the
corner bounds; thence turned at eight angles and running North 1.5°
west seven miles and eight poles to a crotched white birch lettered and
standing on the south east side of a hill which is the North west corner;
thence turned at right angles and run east 15 deg north, near seven
miles and a half to a white oak and two white pines marked, by Merrimack river, and by said river as it runs to Contoocook river to the
place where it first began.
"In the House of Representatives, Read, and voted that this plot be
accepted; and that the lands within delineated and described be and
hereby are confirmed to the within named John Coffin, Joseph Dole
and other petitioners their heirs and assigns forever, they complying
with the orders and conditions in the grant on their petition in December last, provided this plot does not contain more than the contents
of seven miles square nor interfere with any other former grant.
" Consented to,

" J.

BELCHER.

"A true copy, as among the proceedings of the general court on the
6th of June 1733, p. 39±.
''Attest
ALDEN BRADFORD
"Secretary of the Commonwealth.''
THE FIRST MEETING OF THE

PROPRIETORS.

The first meeting of the proprietors was called by J olm Coffin,
and was held at the house of Archelaus Adams, in Newbury, on
the 2<1 of J\Iay, 1733.
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'' Meeting May ye 2.
" The proprietors as grantees of the plantation lately made &
granted by the great and General Court of his 1\lajestys province of the
:Massachusetts bay in New England of a tract of land seven miles
square above Penecook on the west side of l\lerrimack river, John Coffin by virtue of an order to him directed from the above said great and
General Court did warn and give Notice to ye grantees of the above
said plantation te assemble and meet at the house of l\lr Archelaus
Adams in Newbury to chuse a moderator and clerk and to make such
needful orders and rules as may be propper and needful to bring forward the settlement of said plantation according to ye said courts directions; and according to said warning we met at said Adams house
on the 2 day of l\lay 1733.
"Lieut George little was chosen moderator for said meeting.
'' Joseph Coffin was chosen clerk for the above sd Grantees and was
sworn then to the faithfull discharge of his office by richard Kent justice of the peace.
"Joseph Gerrish Esq, \Villiam llsly, John Coffin, Joshua Noyes, &
Tristram little, were chosen a committee to take a plan of the plantation aforesaid '-~ make return of their doings to the above sd great
nncl general Court and the committee were all so impowered to warn
a meeting of sd grantees as they should judge needful.
'' :\Ir Daniel Hale was chosen treasurer for said proprietors.
'' l\1r John 'Veecl was chosen collector for saicl proprietors.
"Voted that the proprietors of the aforesaid plantation shall pay
five pounds a piece towards the laying out an<l settling the aforesaid
phmtation &c. This was put to vote by the moderator & it passed on
the affirmative.
Voted that the aforesaid committee (viz) Joseph Gerrish Esq, \Vill• iam Ilsley, John Coffin, Tristram Little~ Joseph Noyes shall have power
to draw the money from l\Ir Daniel Hale aforesaid Treasurer to pay
the necessary charges that the said proprietors shall be at in bringing
forw ar<l the settlement of sai<l plantation this put to vote by the moderator and passed on the affirmative."
WHAT

w· AS

KSOW:N I:N REGAIW TO THE LAND.

The :l\lerrimack vaJley was well known. As early as 1628, a
century previous, an exploring party was sent out hy }\[assachusetts to discover the source of the nlerrimack, which ascemled to
Penacook, if not farther. In 1652, the GeneraJ Court of :1\Iassachusetts onleretl a survey of the northern boundary of the colony.
The survey was conducted by Edward Johnson and Simon \Vii-
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lard, commissioners, and John Sherman, of Watertown, and Jonathan Ince, of Cambridge, snrveyors, with Indian guides. They
ascended the J\Ierrimack rinr to Lake \Vinnipesaukee. John
Endicott was at that time governor of J\Iassachusetts. The commissioners left a record of their visit upon a large rock at the
outlet of the lake. The inscription was discovered in 183-!, and
is as follows:
EI

\V P

S \V
I 0 H N
ENDICVT
GOY

At that period one character represented the letters I and J.
V and U were also represente1l by one character. 'fhe inscription therefore repres<:>nt~ the initials of the commissioners,
Ed,Yaru ,Johnson and Simon \Villard, and also \Vorshipfnl J ohu
Endicott.
The party ascencle«l the l\Ierrimack in a "bote," and were absent nineteen clays. The expense of the expedition was £8-!.
A few years later, Richard \Yaldron, of Dover, traded with the
Intlians in the vicinity of Penacook Tn 1675, at the time of
King Phi llip 's war, Capt . .Mosely, with about one hundr<:>d men,
ascended the l\Ierrimack to keep the Penacooks quiet. In 1GG8,
1\Ir. Thomas Hinksman, with others, UIHler a warrant from Gov.
Bellingham, ascended the river to \Valtlron~s trading-house, which
stood on the east side of the 1\Ierrimack, in Concord, to capture an
Indian who hall killed a white man.
The fir~t historic eYent within the limits of Bosca,Ten was the
killing of the Indians, in 1G97, by :Mrs. Hannah Duston, l\Irs. 1\Iary
Neff, and Samuel Lannardson.
MRS. DUSTON'S EXPLOIT.

On l\Iarch 15, of that year, a party of twenty Indians made a
descent upon Haverhill. The first house attacked was that of.
Thomas Duston, who was at work in his field. Hearing the warwhoop of the Indians, he ran into the house, and ordered his
children, seven in nurn ber, to flee. l\Irs. Duston was sick, haYing
given birth to a child the week preYions. She was attended by
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:l\1ary Neff, a woman in midclle life. Finding it impossible to
remove his Vi'ife and infant, he left them with the nurse, mounted
his horse, and overtook his children. His first thought ·\Yas, to
take two or three of them on his horse, and leave the others to
their fate. Bnt he could make no choice where all ·were e(11mlly
dear, and resolved to do what he could to save them all. Dismounting from his horse, standing behind the animal, or sheltering himself behind a tree, firing with deliberate aim, he kept the
pursuers at lJay while the chihlren ran; tlwn springing upon the
hack of the horse, hastened to overtake his family, with the bullets of the savages flying past him. Upon overtaking them he
dismounted once more, loaded his gnu, and awaited the approach
of the enemy, who were exceedingly "\mry in tlwir adYance, skulking lJehind trees. Again he fired, and then gallopec1 away,-thus
defending the children till they reached a place of safety.
A portion only of the Indians followed l\fr. Duston ; the others
entered the house, took l\Irs. Duston and l\Irs. Neff prisoners,
dashed out the brains of the infant against a tree, and fired the
house.
Nine other houses were set on fire, twenty-seven persons killed,
and eleven, besides l\Irs. Duston and l\Irs. Neff, were captured.
It was the middle of l\Iarch. In the woods there was still much
snow; the streams "\Yere s"·ollen with its melting; and yet, "\Yith bnt
one shoe, l\Irs. Duston "\Yas driven at a quick pace by the s~wages.
Her feet were torn, her steps marked with blood. Soon her fellow captives began to tire; but as soon as they lagged behind, a
tomahawk was lmried in their skulls, the scalping-knife encirdecl
their bro"\YS, and their bodies ·were left by the way.
The route taken by the Indians was up the Yalley of the l\Ierrimack, to their canoes. It is not known where the Indians had
deposited them; but the hardships of the march "\Yere so great,
that, 1efore reaching them, all the Haverhill captiYes, except l\[rs.
Duston and l\frs. Neff, had perished. They found a hoy, Samuel
Lannm·dson, of \Vorcester, who hnd been more than a year in
their hands, still a captiYe. He had acquired the Indian language.
It is proba1Jle that ou the third day the Indians reached their
general rendezvous-the island at the junction of the l\Ierrimack
and Contoocook, a fayorite resort; for at the falls of Contoocook,
near by, they could supply themselves with salmon, while the
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open spaces on th e intervale, opposite "l\fuchyeclu," were favori t e
feeding-grounds for deer.
It appears that after leaving their captives on the island, the
Indians, with the exception of twelve, tlepartecl on a second marauding exp editi on . The thought of being carri ed a captive to
Canada, of en during the hardships of the march, of the almost
certain fate that would await her, aroused all the heroic nature
of the "\Yoman who had seen her child's ln·ains clashed out against
a tree. Death would be preferable to life. She would l:ltrike
boldly for life and li1Jerty. She laid h er plan with clcJil,eration.
"Ask them where they strike "\Yhen they m:mt to kill a pen;on
instantly,'' said l\Irs. Duston t o the hoy Lannarclson. "Strike
'em here," said one of the savages, in ans"\ver to the qu estion
artlessly put by the bel. The Indian placed his fin ger on his
temple. Little did he think that his own hatch et would he lmriecl in hi s own skull lJy the k een-eyed woman who ·was watching
his every movement. Then the savage sh owed the Loy how to
run a knife around a person's head, and how to strip off t h e
scalp: all of which the resol ute "\Yoman noticed. She informs
l\Irs. K eff and the boy of her plot, stim ul ates them hy her heroic
courag0. Night comes. There are two men, three wom en, and
seven children, all of them asleep. No one keeps watch of the
captives. There is no tbnger of th eir at tempting to escape. T ho
birch canoes are drawn np beneath the al ders. The three capti.yes
rise softly. Each seizes a tomahawk. 1\Irs. Duston ancl l\'Irs. Neff
stand over the prostrate forms of the men. A signal, and the
hatchets descend with almost superlmman str ength, crn::;hing
through the skulls; and then the women and children are !lispatched, all except two, who escape in tlJC darkness. Th e prisoners-pri::;oners no longer-gather np the provisions, take the
guns of t he Indians, scuttle all except one canoe, and take their
dcpartnre down the l\ferrimack. A thought comes to the heroic
woman. \ViJl their friends beli eYe them when they inform them
that they have killed the Indians? She will have indisputable
evidence. A few strokes of the paddles brin g them to the islaml.
She run s the scalping-knife around the brows of the Indians,
takes th eir scalps, and then f>tarting once more, guides the canoe
oYer the rippling wn,ters at Sewall'::; falls, then floating on calmer
waters to GarYin's, steering the bm·k canoe in safety clown the

8
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rapid~, landing and carrying it when they dare not trust themselves amid the whirlpools and sunken rocks, reaching Haverhill
with her bloody trophies, to .the astonishment of her friends.
Th e General Court of l\Iassadmsetts Yoted her a present of :fifty
pounds, aml many pri,'ate citizens also pre~ented her with testimoni als of their appreciation of her heroic conduct.

P enacook was granted in 112G, and settled in 1727. The fertile lands of Contoocook were \Yell known to the people of the
lower towns.
FIRST SURYEY.

I\Ir. Richard Hazen, an experienced surveyor, who had been
employed hy th e proprietors of Penacook to smTey that plantation, \Ya'3 ('ngaged to make the first survey of Contoocook. The
original plot, as laid by him, is on file in the archives of the secr etary of state, Boston.
PROPRIETORS' l\IEETIXG.

A meeting of the proprietors was held July 4 at John l\Iancher's tavern, N ewlnuy:
'' Yoted 1\lr Richard Hazen suneyor, shall hav e ten pounds for his
service for taking a plan of the plantation & tlw three chainmen that
were with said surveyors; six days a pice, shall have six & thirty
shillings a man for th eir senice in assisting him, the said surveyor, this
put to vote & passed in the affirmative
''Voter/ that th e committee namely Joseph Gerrish, "'IYilliam Ilsley,
John Coffin, Tristram Little & Joseph Noyes, they being nine days
with 1\Ir Hazen in taking a plan of the aforesaid plantation shall
have ten shillings a day each man for their se rvice , this put to vote by
the moderator & passed on the. ffirmat.ive.
''C ol Joseph Gerrish, Lieut ·william Ilsley, Benjm Pettengill, Daniel
Pierce & John "'\Yeed jr were chosen a committee to lay out the home
lots so called in the abO\·e tract of land put to vote & passed on the
affirm ative
' 'That the aforesaid Committee chosen to lay out the home lots so
called shall have power to lay out said lots & intervale lot to shares
alike in quantity & Quality accordi ng to the best skill and judgment
leaving a conveniency for highways & private ways this put to vote by
the moderator & passed on the affirmative.

DUSTIN, NEFF, AND LEOXAROSOX.
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"Voted thn.t the men that Col Gerrish shall or have n.dmitted into our
society may as he and they cau agree draw their lots with us this put
to vote by the moderator and passed on the affirmative."

October 9th.
A meeting m:ts heM on this cby at the house of Archelaus
Adams in Newbury, at ·which John Coffin ·was adtlecl to the
committee to lay out the hom e lots. The associates atlmitted
by Col. Gerrish were accepted at that meetin g,- viz., Col. J olm
Alden, Samuel BeadforJ, James AlJen, John Choat, Benjamin
Binl, Ebenezer Burrill, Esq., Jeremiah Getch ell, J olm \Vainwright, Esq., Richard Kent, Esq., John Chandler, Junior, Esq.,
Lieut. Moses Gerrish, Joseph Gerrish, Esq., Richard Hubbard,
J\1r. Edward ShoYe, J\Ir. Henry Sewall, of Boston, Richard Coffin,
Benjamin Pettingill, J olm Akers, Daniel Dole.
Th e proprietors at this meeting took measures to by out the
village, or "town" as it was called :
•
•'Voted : That these six men, namely, :Moses Gerrish, Daniel Hale,
Joseph Lunt, Jonathan Poor, ThomaR Torla & EdwarJ Emery may go
up to Contoocook with the other Comte & have the power to advise &
consult as the other committee men have & the major part of them
shall set the town where they shall Judge most conyenient & these six
men shall have twenty shillin gs a pice for their services.''
"Voted, that any man or men belonging to the society aforesaid see
cause to go to the said plantation on their own cost & charge th ey shall
have power to adYise with the committee in order to the setting of the
town to the best advantage."

The money in use at that time was undoubtedly the old currency of 1\fassachusetts Bay. Each colony had its currency, its notes
or bills of credit. As nearly as can he ascertained, the ponnd of
J\fassadmsetts at that time was worth about one dollar and thirty
cents, and a shilling not far from six and one fourth cents of the
present currency of the United States.
At a meeting of the proprietors, held Nov. 20th, it was Yoted
that Henry Rolfe draw lots for the proprietors. FiYe shillings
was mised on each original right, to defray expenses. It was
voted that all the intervale should be fenced in, the next spring, at
the proprietor::;' cost. Thomas Thorla, John Coffin, and Jonathan
Ilsl ey were appointed a com~ittee to see that the fencing was
seasonably completed.

10
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The committee for dividing the lands reported :
"They have laid out five farms on the northerly side of Contoocook,
& the whole of said five farms are in breadth one hundred & seven
rods two feet & five inches, running from the river l\lerrimack, unto
t he westerly end on line of sd tract of land which is seven mile back
from said river and also four farms on the southerly side of sd tract of
land & the whole of said four farms are in breadth eighty six rods
& running from 1\lerrimack river to the westerly side of said tract of
land which is seven miles from said river and the above said nine farms
are for these gentlemen here under named, (viz)
Ebenezer Durrell Esq; John 'Vaimight Esqr; Richard Kent Esqr;
1\Ir Sam 1 Beadford; John Chote Esqr; l\lr Edward Shove, l\Ir Benja.
Bird, l\lr Jeremiah Gatchel, ~lr Richard Hubbard"
THE GEXTLE::\IEX'S FARMS.

The tract of land tTms set off to these nine gentlemen ~~mounted
to tw enty-~even hundred acres, or three hundred acres to each individual. The lots haYe always been kno1vn as "the gentlemen's
farm s." \\"11en we turn to tl1e records of the Great and General
Court of ::\Iassachusetts for the period, we find that 1\Ir. ,J olm
\Vainwright was clerk of the General Court in 1731. He was well
acquainted 1vith legislative affairs, and doubtless was alJle to aiel
the petitioners for grants of land- for a consideration. His name
appears as a proprietor in many of the towns granted at this
period. The other "gentlemen" who aitled and assisted were
members of the General Court, which consisted of the Assembly
and Council. J olm Chandler \ras a member of the Assembly.
There was a lot of lantl, containing about five hundred acres, set
off to him hy the proprietors of Contoocook. The tract was one
hundred and fifty rods wide, and extended from the J.\Ierrimack
west''mrd two miles. The Stirrup Iron brook ran through it. The
name of J olm Chamller appears in nearly every township grant ed
while he was a member. Bnt one conclusion can be drawn,-that
the meml,ers of the General Court were, to use a modern phrase,
"lanll-grabhers," and made u se of the official position to advance
their individual interests.
All of the gentlemen who thus received large tracts of land
were in some way connected with the govermnent ;-nor 'Yas it
considt'red a breach of trust thus to adYance their individual
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interests. Such gifts were the perquisites of office, well understood,
acknowledged, and acquiesced in by the entire community.
No disgrace attached to a man who usetl his official position for
his own interests. No investigating committees were appointed
to inquire into such transactions. In later years, Gov. B enning
"'\V entworth became one of the largest landed proprietors of the
country, through the "gifts," or, to use a truer term, through the
exactions which he imposed upon grantees upon signing the
grants.
In October, :Mr. John Brown, surveyor, was employed to survey
the interYale, which, being partially free from trees, furnished
valuable mowing, pasture, ancl tillage lands. A lot ·was bid out
to each proprietor. He laid out four streets on the hi gh land,
upon the site selected for the town-King, Queen, N e·wbury, and
1\Iarlborough-with a house-lot for each proprietor, a lot for the
church, one for the school, and one for the minister.
The JH~oprietors manifested their loyalty to their sovereign by
naming two of the streets for the king and queen, one for their
liome, N ewbury, and one for the great Duke of l\Iarlborough,
then in the zenith of his fame.
1\IR. BROWN'S JOURNAL.

" Oct 23J 1733. I set out for Contoocook with the committee who
were to lay out ye Intervale & home lotts, who were Col Gerrish, 1\Tm
Ilsley, Benjn Pettengalc & Dan1 Peirce and also David Hale & Beujn
\Villet, this proving a rainy day & setting out late we got no farther
than
2J ''Being rainy we came to Pennycook.
25 '' "" e came to Contoocook & viewed ye land in order to find a
place to settle ye Town; there came also with us George & Richard
Jackman.
26. '' \Ve run lines between the Intervale & upland: this day came up
Mr 1\loses Gerrish.
27 '' \Ve viewed ye place to set ye l\feeting House on & Run out ye
Highway to Lay Lotts on. Gerrish & Emery went Home. Ye rest
went to Pennycook settlement except Pierce & 1\Iyself.
"Oct 26 being friday we measured up from Pennycook line OS rods
for 4 Lotts & one halfe to be left there from whence we had to the river
02 rods E 15 North. Thence between the upland & intervale we Laid
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a Way running North 29 ·w 57 rods and on Said ·way from the OS rods
are laid the following Lotts Viz:
No 60 which are in
61 width on sd
62 way running
63 No 29 Deg 'Vest
64

11 & in Length
11 running down
11 in to ye Intervale
12 East 15 Deg No
12 62 rods

On the upper Line of 6-fth Lott is a way of one rod broad & on the
end of the sd Lott & partly on the lower end of the G3d until it comes
to the 76th Lott.
No 65
66

67

are in width 12 1& in length running
on a way
12 E 15 D N to the 78
running north '! 12 Lott 62 rods "
1 D 'Vest
I
1

THE HOME AXD DlTERYALE

LOTS.

[From Surveyor Brown's Book.]
"An account of the draft of the Intervale and home lots at Contoocook which are as hereunder written,
Intervale.

home lots.

No
Abraham Adams jr ..................... No
Stephen Jaques ....................... .
Joseph Coffin ......................... .
Robert Greenough ...........•......•...
Joseph Moss jr ........................ .
Benja J~unt ........................... .
John i~.kers .......................... .
Daniel Richards ...•....................
Daniel Dole ........................... .
John Chandler Esq .................... .
Joseph Tappan ........................ .
·w illiam Ilsley ........................ .
John Adatns .......................... .
John Alclen ..................•.........
Joseph Knight Jr ...................... .
James 1\litchel. ........................ .
Stephen 1\loody ...............•........
Benja Petengill ....................... .
Hi chard Jackman ..................... .
Richard Greenough ...........•.........
Cornelas "\Voocl. . . . . . . . . ............. .
Joseph 1\foss 3d ••••••••••••••.•••••••••
Henry Se\vell ......................... .
John 'Vebster ........................ .
Joseph Gerrish Esq. . • . . .............. .
Sam 1 Bailey •..........•••.... , ......... .

51
73
72

7t)
69

53
79
77
70

83

52
82
44

49

47

42

71

86
5-!

58
42

2~

57

5~

67
o7

8-±
40

21

38
2
75

48
Gl
62
27

8~

20
33

01

76
93
89

so

29

7
41
69
96

29
20
93
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Intervale.

llome lots.

No
B enja Stnith ............•.••.......•... No
Rob ert Adan1s .....•...................
Richard Kelly ......................... .
Samuel Gerrish ..........·..•...........
J ohn French Jr ....................... .
J oseph J ackman ....................... .
Nicholas Cheany ......•........•....•..
Jose ph 'Villet ......................... .
J acob Noyes .......................... .
John P oor ............................ .
Stephen Dole .........................•
?\loses S mit h .......................... .
Cutting Lnnt .........•................
J onath an Plum er ...................... .
Thon1 as P ierc e ........................ .
Archela us ' Voodmau ......... : ......... .
J ohn Stnith ........................... .
I saac H all ............................ .
Edward E mery ........................ .
' Villoby Favor ........................ .
,Jacob P illsbury ....................... .
Step hen Eme1·y ....................... .
Amos Stick ney. . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... .
Geo rge Jackman .....•.................
Jonathan Sampson .................... .
R ichard P etc ng ill ...................... .
1\Ioses Gerrish . ....................... .
J oseph Dole ........................... .
J ohn P l nmer j r ....................... .
Elezar P ierce . ........................ .
Daniel P ierce . ........................ .
Theodor Coke r ........................ .
J oseph Gerrish ........................ .
Rich ard Coffin ........................ .
J atnes Allen .. ........................ .
'Villiam R ipp ..•.......................
A b r aham T itco mb ..................... .
John Coffin ......................•.....
J ohn ' Vaight .......................... .
'Villi am M oody ....................... .
J ohn Moody jr ......... . .............. .
1\:Ioses Kn ight ......................... .
D;-tui el Coffin .....•....•................
Daniel K night ......................... .
?\loses Cuker .......................... .
Edm und Gr eenlief ..................... .
Dani el H ale ... ........................ .
H enry Kin gsb ury ..................... .
N athan " rbelar ....................... .
J oshu a P illsb ury ...................... .
Thom as
ood briclge ................... .

"T

30
81

31
21

H

78

85
78
16

-C) u81
65
61
3-.1:
88

06

3-.1:
01
68
19
60

ss

40
87
31
02
2:3

86
01
11

3:2
83

71
15
76
28
50
27

05 .

09
50
26
08
18
40

23

95

3:2
H.

1-.1:

G6

15
3±

46

63

16

55

30

43
73
36

5.5

87
35

50

56

OS

62

o .)
·~

10

DO

30
01

D-.1:

OD

12
9:2
17
45
18
7 !)

77
0±
28
22
10

13
67
89

G-.1:
58
63
10

so

11

07

9:2
03
68
12

63

74
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home lots.

Intervale.

No
,Joseph Noyes 3d •••• ·••••••••••••••••••• No
James l\[orrill ................ . ........ .
.Tames Xoyes .......................... .
Thomas 'Vebster ...................... .
Joshua Hale .......•........•..........
1Villiam Atkins .....•...................
George Little ......................... .
Jon a th an Ilsley ....................... .
Richard I-Iale ......................... .
Sa1n 1 s,veatt jr ........................ .
Tristranm Little ...................... .
John Noyes 3<1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••
John "'cecl jr ......................... .
Satn1 Little ........................... .

36
77
45
60
43
73

38
13
37
05
49

G5
30

9±

8±

!H

50

37

41

51

56

47

64

83
48
39

51
46

"'The aforesaid list was returned into the proprietors of Contoocook
at their meeting on Nov the twentieth 1733, and was then excepted
and ordered to be recorded.
.JosEPH GERRISH
'VILLIAl\I ILSLEY
JOHX COFFIX
JOHN 1VEED JR
REXJAl\IIN PETTENGILL
DANIEL PIERCE

1
1

I

)-

J

Committeemen.
"JOSEPH COFFIN

Proprietors Clerk "

173±.]

CHAPTER II.
SETTLEMENT OF CONTOOCOOK .

~{N

the spring of 1734, the proprietors of Contoocook made prepamtion to comply with the collllitions of their grant. Those
intending to settle in the plantation left their homes in April.
The route was from K ev,.bnry to Haverhill, or Hampstead to Nutfieltl (Derry), thence to Amoskeag falls, and from thence, by the
east sitle of the 1\ierrimack, to Penacook ferry, 'vhich had been
estal,Jished 1731. [Hi st. Concord, p. 101. J Another route, leading from Newbury to Chester, thence to Pembroke, had been
blazed throngh the woods in 1726, but the roaLl through Derry
was the one most travelled.

cyA

FIRST SETTLERS.

Durin g the year, thirty-three se ttlers came to Contoocook, to begin, as it were, life anew in the wilderness. R ev. J\'Ir. P rice has
banded down the names of twenty-seYen only; bnt from a deposition mad e by .1\Ioses Burbank in 1792 [Col. Henry Gerrish's papers J the number is stated as being thirty-three.
Barker, Da;vid
Dagodon, \Villiam
BE>an, Sinkler
Danforth, \Villiam
Danforth, Nathaniel
Bowen, J olm
Bishop, Josiah
Eastman, Joseph
Bohannon, Andrew
Emery, E dward
B urbank, Moses
Fitzgerald, Edward
Call, Philip
Flanders, Jacob
Cook, Thomas
F lood, R.i chard
Fowler, John
Corser, J obn
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l\1e1oon, Nathaniel
Gerrish, Stephen
Peters, \Villiam
Gould, Ambrose
Jackman, Richard
Rix, Nathaniel
Rolfe, Daniel.
Jackman, George
l\bnnel, Joel
In imagination we see them toiling through the forest, following the rude path from Nntfic-ld (Derry) up to Suncook, across
the "clark plains" in Concord, crossing the l\1:errimack just
above the month of the Contoocook
Upon the intervale are open spaces v.·here the grass grows luxuriantly, hut eyerywhere else they behold an unbroken forest.
Ascending the high bank, they come to the Llazecl lines ·where
John Brown has laid out the new town. There is no house to
shelter them. The first nights they spend l•enettth the shelter of
the trees. They select the sites for their log houses. The forest
resounds with the sturdy strokes of their axes. They lmYe a single
plow, owned by Stephen Gerrish. The oxen are yoked to it, and
the virgin soil of the intervale, which has lain undisturbed since
the morning of creation, is turned to the sun. Ere many days
have passed, each man has a cabin built of logs, covered with bark,
or with long shingles riYed from some giant pine.
During the first season they must subsist upon provisions
brought on horse hack, or on their own hacks, from Newbury, save
that now and then their trusty rifles bring down a deer. During
the spring and summer months they can allcl to their stock of provisions by spearing salmon in the river, and there is a plentiful
supply of pickerel, horne<l pouts, anrl perch in the river and ponds,
while the brooks are alive with trout. The days are long and
wearisome. They work early and late, suffer many priYations and
hardships; but they are rearing their fntnre homes, and the hardships are forgotten in anticipation of better days.
It is not probable that many of the settlers' families came in
the spring, but most, if not all, were there before the close of the
year.
PROPRIETORS' l\IEETING.

Nov. 8. A meeting of the proprietors was held at the house of
Archebus ALlams in Newbury. It was voted that a saw-mill
should be built at the charge of the proprietors, and Daniel Hale,
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Joseph Gerrish, and Thomas Thorla, \Yere chosen a committee to
attend to the matter. The same c-ommittee was empowered to
rectify any mi~take made in the laying out of lots, and John
Brown, the smTeyor, \Yas engaged to go to Contoocook to show
th.e proprietors the location of the lots.
Fi1·e of the proprietors,-J oseph Lunt, John Coffin, Thomas
Thorla, Benjamin Lunt, Benjamin Coker, and Echvanl Emery,entered their tlissent in regard to the power of the committee.
D ec. 18, another meeting was heltl. It was Yoted that th e interYale
should be fenced by the fifteenth of J\Iay of the followin g y ear, at
the expense of the owners of the luts, and any proprietor n eglecting to lmil<l his proportion•shouhl make sa,tisfaction. It \Yas also
yoted that ,Joseph Tappan shouhl obtain a grindstone for the common use of the proprietors.
At this meeting further action was taken towards lmilding a
saw-mill.
[From the Records.]

''It was put to vote by the moderator where [whether] there should be
a grant of [land] made to those men hereafter named, of the little stream
[Mill brook] at Contoocook 11ear the upper end of the lots or town,
and fifty acres of land laid square adjoining to the mill for commencing
thereof on both sides of the stream and also one whole right throughout
the t.own or plantation on condition they build a saw mill there by
the first of September next ensuing the date hereof, and a good grist
mill so soon as there is settled twenty families on the said plantation in
case there is water enough to accommodate both mills and the mills be
built and in the length of time by clearing the land or ,any other way it
shall be judged that there is not water to answer the end for said mill
or mills or that the men are obliged to raise the dam so high to save
water to saw or grind so as to be judged hurtfull : then the proprietors
shall pay the men that built the mill or mills for them the price of what
they shall then be accounted worth, or else procure for the men that
built the mill or mills the stream commonly called or known by the
name of [l\Iill brook] Contoocook & the privileges thereof as was reserved as by record may appear-they taking the land as it was reserved by each [of the] falls for conveniency of the mills for part of
their rights."

The aboYe, evitlently, was not tlra'iYn by the clear-headed clerk,
Joseph Coffin, for we find an explanatory note in his hand-writing, as follows :

2
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''The true intent & meaning of the above written vote i~ that if
the nine Gentlem do build mills on Contoocook river to our acceptance
then the society is not to procure said stream [in blank] for those men
which built on the little stream. Those men that have undertaken to
build the aforesaid mill or mills at the above plantation are as followeth
to wit:
•
''Joseph Gerrish Esq, ::\Ir Tristram Little~ John Coffin, J\Ir .Joseph
Noyes, ye 3d, Lieut ·william llsley, Cor Thomas Thorla, John :l\loody
jur, Daniel Coffin, Benjamin Pettengill, Lieut Benjamin Lnnt, Dea
James Noyes, Joseph Coffin, John ·webster, Lient l\Ioses Gerrish, & Capt
Edward Emery, these men above named are to give bond for their well
performing their work."
At that meeting Robert Adams, Joseph 1\Iorss, 3d, and Richard
Hale, were appointed a committee to take a bond of the above
named, and Henry Rolfe was chosen to confer with them in :regard to building the mill.
THE FIRST CHILD.

The year opened auspiciously to the settlers, for on Jan. 7 a
daughter was born to Nathaniel Danforth-the first birth in the
plantation. The infant was nametl Abigail, grew to maidenhood,
and married Thomas Foss, whose name frequently appears in the
records of the town.
THE SURUOU:XDIXG COUNTRY.

A survey of the settled sections of New Hampshire at this
time will he of interest.
Northward of Contoocook there was an unbroken wilderness
reaching to Canada. Hunters and explorers had passed up and
down the valley of the :Merrimack, but no settler had reartc'd his
cabin above the Contoocook intervale. The men who set up their
log houses on King street were the advance guard of civilization.
On the east there was no settlement between Contoocook and
Rochester. Dover and Portsmouth, the oldest towns in the state,
had been settled one hnnch·ed years when the men of N ewbnry
locatetl themselves at Contoocook, and yet so slow hncl been the
advance northward from those localities, that the most northerly
settlement was at Rochester, within ten miles of Dover. In
1732 a fe"\Y settlers pushed westwanl from Dover to Barrington.
In Nottingham, south of Barrington, Joseph Cilley and others
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built their cabins in 1727; but in the territory now comprised in
the towns of Farmington, Strafford, Barnsteatl, Northwood, Deerfield, Candia, Epsom, Pittsfield, Louuon, and Chichester, there
was no settlement. Southwanl were the settlements on the riYerPenacook, Che~tnut \Voods (Chester), which was settled in 1722,
Nntfield (Derry), settled in 1719. \Vest of Nutfield was John
Cromwell~<; trading-house, in what is now the town of JY[errimack;
but the first settlt>rs of that town located there the same year
that the peovle of Newbury moYed to Contoocook. John Cromwell had been there, off and on, as early as 1679, buying furs of
the Indians, doing as the old Kuickerbockers of ~fanhattan wrre
wont to do-pile the furs in one scale and put their foot in the
other ! 'rhe Indians discovered Cromwell's trick, however, of having a heavy foot when he bought, and a light foot when he sold;
consequently he was obliged to use both of hi~ feet nimbly in
getting away. His trading-house was a ruin when the Contoocook settlers came northward to their future homes.
Between Nntfielcl and Penacook there was no settlement, except at Suncook (Pembroke), which had been granted to Capt.
John Lovewell, and which "·as settled in 1727.
On the "'ve~t ba,nk of the J\ferrimack, above Dunstable, there
was no settlement except at Hollis, where, in 1731, Peter Powers
began a clearing and built a cabin; none in all of the terri tory of
Hillsborough county, and Cheshire, with the exception of the
settlements at \Yin chester and Hinsdale. Josiah \Villard and
others had been at \Vinchester one year only. New Brookline
was settled in 1733. The next place settled in south-western
New Hampshire was Keene, in 1736. Charlestown was not settled till 1738.
Of the localities arouml Contoocook, a settlement was macle in
Cnnterbury the same year as in Contoocook. Virtually it was
one settlement, sepamtccl only hy the river.
On the west the first settlement was at Hopkinton, in 174.0,
but the inhabitants of that locality aban<lonecl their homc>s in
17..f:6. The first settlement in Snlisbury was in 1750, by Philip
Call, Nathaniel l\Ieloon, Benjamin Pettengill, John and Ebenezer
\Vebster, Andrew Bohonon. These, with the exception of Pettengill and \Vebster, moved from Contoocook
So slow was the n<hancing wnve of civilization, that in the val-
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ley of the J\Ierrimn.ck there was no settlement above Salisbury till
17G-±, when Zachariah P:trker an.l ,James Hobart settled at P lymonth. That ·was a great step northv;-arll, for not till two years
ht er were there :-my inhabitants l•etween "\Yhn.t is now Franklin
and :Plymouth. Thomas Crawford reared a cabin in Bridgewater
in 1 7G6. The advancement on the west mts quite as slow. Some
settlers mo\ed into Hilbborongh in 17 41, hut mo,-ed out again
soon after. :No permanent settlement was made there• till 17 57.
Henniker was without an inhn.l•itant till 1761, when James
Peters erected a, log cabin. In \Y n.rner th ere "'lms no permanent
settler till 1762, two years :tfter Contoocook was inco11)orated
a tovm. A year ln.ter-1763-the first inha1itn.nt moycd into
~ ewport.
There Yms no ::;ettlement in Sn.nborton till 1765.
For a quarter of a century Contoocook was the ont-po::;t of civilization, maintaining it::; position through the Indian wars, its
lmnly settlers neYer thinking of retreat.
ACTION OF PlWPRIETORS IX REGA.Im TO A 1\IIXISTEP..

::\hy 19. The proprietors held their n.nnnal meeting at Contoocook, several of them coming from Newbury to attend it. It
\\'as their first meeting in the plantation. Joseph Gerrish was
chosen moderator, and Joseph Coffin, derk.
The first business tran::;acted was in relation to securing a minister of the gospel; and Lieut. Benj. Lnnt. Joseph Gerrish, and
John Coffin "\n>re chosen a committee " to agree "\Yith a snital•le
person to preach at Contoocook, & ah;o to raise money to defray
· the expenses of the plantation."
One thing is to be note<l in connection, that the proprietors
still living in Newbury, and who had no thonght of emigraJing to
Contoocook, cheerfully taxed themseln'S to support a, minister in
the pbntation, thus carrying out the proYisions of the grant honorably,, ancl acting with great liberality to\Yn.n1s the settlers.
At this meeting it "\Vas Yoted that th ere should be no meadows
mown before the 10th of J u]y, when the gmss was "to be cut by
t hose men that are there, in equality, each doing his portion or
share of the ln.bor."
It \\·as also voted that Ecl\'i·ard Emery, Stephen Gerrish, N atbn.n iel Danforcl, "shall cut that piece of meadow " ·hich they
h ave found, and cut n. way into for this year & no longer."
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\Vhere this may have ]leen is uncertain. It is handed down
by tradition that there was a :;ection of cleared meadow bud hetween Great and Little pond::;, also at ntrious places along the
brooks and stremns of the town.
It ":as also voted that the highways should he mended at the
proprietors' cost, that "any person that <lo labores on said \Yays
to the satisfaction of ye smTeyors, shall have fi\'e shillings for his
service.''
Voted, also, to raise one hundred pon11<ls "to bnil<l a cart bridge
oYer Contoocook river.'' Benjamin Rolfe, \Villiam Ilsley. ancl
John Coffin were chosen a committeC' to bnihl the same;-" that
is if they can bnild s<l bridge and keep it in good repair for the
space of ten years for an hundred ponmls, whi ch is alrC'ady
grantetl."
TOW~-HOUSE.

The proprietors erected, during the year, a town-honse. :No
recorLl has been preselTetl showing where it was located, but the
little hrook which runs from Queen street to the pond crossed by
the Northern Railroad is frequently :-;poken of as "Town-Honse
brook." It is probahle that this first puhlic edifice of logs stood
near the stream, and not far from the present residence of Prof.
John Jackman, or, possibly, near the resitlence of 1\Ir. Hamilton
P. Gill.
From action taken in reganl to tht• discharge of the bond given
by the fifteen who obligated themseln~s to build the saw-mill, the
evitlence is conclusiv-e that the mill ha<l been erected.
''Voted that the bonds of the men, which have built the sn.w mill be
delivered & to lay out the bonds for building saiLl mill according to vote
as by record.''

It was the pioneer mill of this section of the :Merrimack Yalley.
The saw-mills uf that period wt>re sneh a.s a.ny carventer might
construct. This mill had no "nigger" wheel to move the "earriage" hack after the saw had passed through the log : that labor
was done by a man treading upon the cogs of the "ra.tchetwheel,"-labor exceedingly fatiguing. Fur many years it was
the only saw-mill in the town, and seYcral of the houses now
stanrling on King street are coyerccl with boards which were sawn
in this fir~t mill.
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At their ilhrch meeting, 1737, the proprietors voted that J oseph
Gerrish, Henry Rolfe, and Joseph Stickney be a committee " to
treat with some suitable man & a Chri stian learned to prea~.:h at
Contoocook th e cumming summer and in order to settle the aforesaid Gentleman if he ean be rat ionally agreetl with to sen r.e ns in
th e ministry." Two hundrell pounds was raised for preaching, and
the assessors were direct ed to make the town-house convenient fo r
the use of the minister and people on the Sabbath.
THE FIRST MINISTER.

The committee secured the services of Rev. Phineas Stevens
(see Biography). This action fulfilled all the pro·d sions of the
grant, except that relating to the number of families in the plantation. · It i~ probable that J\Ir. Stevens began hi s ministrations
in :\Iay.
A second meeting of the proprietors was held l\iay 10, at "~hich
it was voted that there should not be more than fifty pounds laid
out on th e highways llm·ing the year. A man was to re~.:eive five
shillings, and a yoke of oxen was to be rated at four shillings for
a. day's work.
THE FIRST FERRY.

X o bridge had as yet been erected across the Contoocook, and
the only means of comnmnication "·ith Penacook and with Canterbnry was by lJoat. Both the l\Ierrimack and Contoocook " ·ere
too deep to be fon1et1. It is probable that up to this veriod the
settlers had r elied on their small skiffs, their horses and oxen
swimming the rivers. But the tim e had come fo r the establishing of a public ferry. At the propri etors' meeting, it ·was voted,,, That Stephen Gerrish shall have six pounds p&id Lim by the proprietors, his bnilding a ferry boat and k eeping said boat in good repair, an<l giving due & constant attendance to ye p ropri etors to ferry
themselves aad their creatures over Merrimack as followeth: (viz.) a
man at two pence, a man and horse at four pen ce , a man and one yoke
of oxen at six pence, a man and one cow at four pence and young
creatures according to b igness; and at years end his returning said
boat to the proprietors or to whom they appoint t o receive the aforesaid boat, or six pounds in bills of credit of ye old tenor."

The ferry was located in the bend of the l\Ierrimack,

a.bo-,~e

its
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junction with 'the Contoocook. In after years a. ferry-way was
bid out from King street to the bank of the l\Ierrimack. The
settlement of Canterbury was keeping pace with Contoocook, and
such a location would best snit the two communities, while it
woultl 1 e on the direct road to N ewlnny.
PETITIO~

FOI! COXSTABLE.

Henry Rolfe and Joseph Gerrish were appointed a. committee
to petition the Great and General Court "for the appointment of
constalJle to keep ye peace." There was no evidence that the little
community 'nts not peaceably dispos ed, 1nt a con~bble represented the majesty of the law. The very appointment woulJ tend
to keep the peace.
At a proprietors' meeting, held September G, it was voted that
the lot~, "namely, the ministers, mini~try & school Jots shall be
pichecl [pitche<.l] and a committee be chosen to pich them."
The undoubted design of this vote was the securing of the best
bnd in the town for that which they most prized,-the religious,
moml, and educational aJvancement of the comm1mity. This,
rather than their material intere~ts, characterized the action of
the proprietors from the beginning. There was a. large-heartedness in all that they did ; and this action was followe<1 hy its
legitimate seqnence,-the building up of a. solid, substantial community-energetic, moml, religious, liberal-which, till emigration began to thaw its life blood, occupied a. front rank among
the purely agricultural towns of the state.
SECOXD DIVISION OF LOTS.

It was ,·oted that there be a second tliYision of land. Benjamin
Rolfe, John Coffin, Edwarcl Emery, .T oseph Gerrish, and Thomas
Th01·la were appointed to make the lliYision, and " ·ere to have nine
shillings a day for their senices. This committee were to make
the selection of the minister's and school lots.
FIRST

1\IEETIXG-IIOUSE.

Up to this time, the serYices on the Sabbath had been held
either in the town-house or eLse in the chYelling of one of the settlers. But the conditions of the gmnt required the erection of a
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meeting-house ; and it was Yotetl that a house he erected, and that
the sum of one lmm1recl ponn1ls l)e raised to enaLle the committee
to go on :in building a house
"forty feet long and of the
same '.vidth of Rumford :i\Ieet:ing house aml two feet higher,
said house to he built of logs."
Penacook had taken the
name of Rumford, a plantation with a meeting-house and
a settled minister. The accompanying cnt of the Rumford meeting-house, the model for that of Contoocook, has been
kindly loaned by ReY. Nathaniel Bouton, D. D., the historian of
Concord.
Joseph Gerrish, Joseph Coffin, and Jacob Fhtnders '.nrc chosen
builtling committee.
LAYIXG OUT OF THE SECOXD DIYISIO:N OF LOTS.

The committee on a second diYision of lant1 employed ,John
Brown as smTc·yor, laying out Fish, High, Cross, \\Tater, Long,
Battle, Pleasant, ancl \YPst (Little Hill) streets, fonr rods in
width. Upon these highwa~'s, lots containing eighty aeres were
located. one for Pach proprietor. Tlw expense of the smTey
amounted to one lmmlred pom11ls ten shillings.
Upon the completion of the smTey, the proprietors assembled
at the town-house, in :X e"·hury, Decem her 20, to attend the drawing of lots. Joseph Gerrish was chosen chairman; lmt the day
being very cold, the met•ting was adjourned to the taYern of John
:March (possibly :1\Iancher), where the lots were tlrawn.
POPUL.A.TIOX.

From a deposition of :i\Ioses Bm·han k, one of the first settlers,
made in 1196, we are able to olJtain the num l)t•r of settlers, and
the condition of the plantation.
"There was 33 settlers in the year 1738 and ahont 50 or 60
Rights begun in the settlement & in the course of bvo or three
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year~ after there "·as as many as DO or 06 Rights Begnn Improvement." [Fonml muong tho papers of Col. Ht•nry G0rrish.]
CO::\IPLETIOX OF TilE 1\IEETIXG-IIOUSE.

Dnring the winh'r of 1738-!) the me e ting-hon~o wa:-: completed.
The site selL•dell by the committc-e was m·ar tl1e Cl'nh·r of tho
cemetery, on the Plain. The pnlpit i~ snppo;-;rtl to lut\·e lwt'n O\rer
the ~pot where re~t tht' remains of Dea. Isaae P~.·ar.-wn, whose
dying re(p1est was that he might J,e 1mrie(l on the spot ·where
the g·ospel had been preached hy the fir:-;t minister of t1H' town
aJHl his snrt·e:-:sors. For thirty year~ tlH· etlifice was usetl for public \YOr~hip am} tm,·n-meetings. rpon its demolition, Sume of the
tim lH'r was nsL•d in the construction of a stable, now O\YlWtl 1'Y J\Ir.
Enwrson.
This first meeting-house in Contoocook '"a~ tho twenty-sen•nth
in the state. Those erede<.l at an earlirr tlate were in the following urtler :
l\IEETIXG-HO USES IX TilE STATE.

1G:)3.
1G:1B.
16:lR.
1G.J-1.
16.:>.).
1671.
1G8.:>.
170G.
1711.
171;).
1711.
11:!i3.
17:?G.
1-·r
1-L

Don'r.
E.n•ter.
Hnmpton.
Gos]Jort.
Dnrham.
Ne\Ycastle.
l\ ashna (Dnnstable ).
Grc,en1and.
Hampton Falls.
:N e\Yington.
Stratham.
Kingston.

1727. Somers\\·orth.
1 12n. Conconl (Rumford).
1T:30. Plaistow.
1 T:::O. Sm1th N e\Ylll arkct.
1731. Chei'ter.
17:33. Don•r, 2cl.
1133. Kl'ene.
11:33. \Yinehester.

Rye.

1738.

173~L
1~"-

101.

Korth Hampton.
Hudson.

1131.

Kt~n.-;ington.

17~:7.

Pembroke.
Boscawen.

Derry.

It will he seen that at thi~ time there were only fonr meetinghouses \\'l'St of the 1\Ierrimack_:.at Dunstal,Je, Keene, \Yinchester,
and Contoocook.
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PROPRIETORS' 1\IEETIXGS.

l\fn.y 16. l\feeting in the to"\Yn-house in Contoocook ReY. l\fr.
Steyens was again employed to preach, anc1 £300, old tenor, was
raised to defray the expenses of the proprietors.
D ee. G. 1\feeting held at the house of John }\fancher, innholder
in Newbury. Up to this time, the settlers of Contoocook, in comm on with those of the frontiers, had liYed in peace 1vith the Indians; but France and England were nt "\Yar, nncl the Indians being
u nder the influence of the French, it was fem·ecl that the settlement would be attn.ckecl. Every town estn.blishecl its garrison.
The proprietors took prompt action to defend the settlement.
THE

FIRST

FORT.

It was Yoted thn.t a fort should be erected at the expense of the
proprietors, the enclosure to he one hundred feet square, lmilt of
h ewn logs, seven feet high a,ntl eight inches thick when hewn, "to
be built three feet above the logs with such stuff as shall be
agreed upon by the committee."
From this record it may 1e inferred that there wns an upper
work,-a chevaux-de-frise of pointed, projecting timbers, designed
to preYent the enemy from climbing over the wooden wall;:;, which
unclouhtecDy were loop-holed for the use of musketry.
It was Yotecl to locate the fortificntion on the "school lot."
The probnbilities are that it was erected a few feet south of that
lot, near the spot upon which the first framed house was subsequently erected by Rev. Robie l\Iorrill, now stn.ncling-the twostoried edifice a few rods easterly of King street.
A spring of sweet water issued from the high bnnk near by,
from which the gnrrison could be supplied. The spring is now
the '"ell in the shed ntt::tchecl to the aboYe-mentionetl house. The
locn.tion was well chosen. It stood on the brink of a high bank,
and commanded the intervale. The Indinns might look clown upon
it from the high hill ·west of Town-House brook, but too far away
to do any clamn.ge. The spring was so near, that wn.ter could always lle obtained without danger. Barrn.cks "\Yerc erected inside
of t h e fortification for the convenience of the garrison and families.

1739.]

27

CIVIL HISTORY.

It being found that th e enclosure was not large enough to ac~
commodate the ~ntire community, another fortification was erected, during the winter, near the house now occupied by P rof. John
J aclmum. No record has been preserved in regard to the climen~
siom; of this garrison, but it probably ·was somewhat smaller, and
des igned as a retreat for the settlers on Queen street in case of
sm1clen surprise. X.
Through the years of trouble with th e Intlians, these garrisons
served to protect the resolute men, who, during the most exciting
tim es, wh en other fronti er settlements were abandoned, neyer
thought of yielding the ground to the foe.

•

C H APTER III .
• THE SECOND DECADE.

~~1 AY 1G, 1740, the annual meeting of the proprietors 'iYa~ held
@-.:llJ at the town-housP. Among other officers chosen iYere two
field-tlriYers-:'htbaniel ~Ieloon and Ambrose Gool1l. The 'luestion, "whethe1· ~re hogs shonl1l run at large the year ensuing,they being 11·ell yoketl," iYas decided in the affirmatiYe.
A committee iYas chosen to eonft'r Ydth Rev. Phineas Steyens,
in regard to his settlement as minister; am1 £150 in l_,ills of credit
was Yoted for contingent expenses.
John Brown, Thomas Thorla, am1 Joseph Gerrish iYere appointed a committee to lay out a highway through the to11·n, to
Baker's to11·n, "on petition of .Tolm St>rgeant & others Canada
Soh1iel's, iYhil'h Township is laid aboye Contoocook & adjoining
to l\Ierrimaek.''
This has reference to the present South Franklin. The Canada
soldiers dln,1et1 to were those 1d10 hat1 lJeen out upon the front ier to defelHl the settlenwnts from the Indians. The high11·ay
was an extension of Fish street, the southerly end of which had
been bid out by J uhn Drown in 11:38.
RETTLE::.\IEXT OF REV. l\IU. STEYEXS.

Septemher 25, a meeting was lwl<l at John l\Iancher's tayern,
in .X ewbury, bnt without transacting any hnsinC'ss IYas adjourned
to October 1. The propridon; met on that day ::tt Ebenezer
Choate's taYern, in Newbury. It 1ms Yoted that the salary of
Rev. ~Ir. SteYens, for the first year, should be £135, in bills of
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credit, equintlent to silver at 20 shillings the ounce, and an increase of £;) a ~'car until it shonl<l amount to £175 per annum,
·which should be his regubr salary thereafter. It "·as also Yoted
to giYe him a setth•ment of £180; aml in case it should he found
that z£17 5 was not an adequate support, the proprietors 'vould
make a reasonable addition.
The first minister, acconling to the gmnt, was entitled to one
eighty-fourth part of the Janel; lmt, as the town was bid out in one
huwlretl and four rights, the proprietors made a stipubtion that
l\Ir. Sten~11s shoultl not ehim ltut one m1e-humlred-aml-fourth
share. Joseph Gerrish, J olm Drown, Edward Emery, John
Coffin, and George ,J a~:kman were appointed a committee to present the terms of settlement, aml to armnge for the onlination.
'fhere 'wrc not many ministt>rs ncar at hand to take part in
the ceremony. At Penacook was ReY. Timothj, \V alker; at Suncook, ReY. Aaron \Yhittemore. The next nearest ministt>r was
Rev. 1\Ioses Halt•, of Chester. 'l'here "·as a Presbyterian minister at Nutfiel<l (Derry), RoY. \Ym. Davidson, just a1Jout being
settled, who had married the widow of his predecessor. But
Davidson was a Pres1Jyterian ; aml the war was hot bebveen the
Preshyterians and the Ortltodo.r, as the Congregationalists were
calle<l. There was no ft•llowship between the denominations.
The nearest minister follo"·ing clown the l\Ierrimack '"'as Josiah
Swan, at DnnstalJle. At Exeter, the capital of the province, 'Yas
ReY. John 0L1lin, who had been preaching a third of a century;
at Dover 'vas ,Jonathan Cushing; at Durham, ReY. Hugh An<lrews. But it would han• been a rouncl-nbout way for these ministers to ha,'e come to the onlination,-sonth to Exeter, thence to
"Charmingfare '' (Camlia), thenee to Suncook aml Penaeook.
At ~nnth N ewmarkd was ,J olm l\Ioocly; at Stratham, Henry
Rust; at Pbistow, ,James Cushing; at Kingston, Joseph Secomb.
The ehurehes at Hampton aml along the sea-shore 'nre supplied
with pastors, hut it is not probable that they were calleclnpon to
take part in the council; nor is it probable that either of the two
ministers in the sonth-west part of the state-Re''· J acolJ Bacon,
of K<!ene, or Hev. Joseph Ashley, of \Yinchester-,Yas i1witecl.
The records giYe no information as to who took part in the exercises in the little log meeting-house.
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EXPENSES.

The proprietors' records contain an account of the expenses of
the onlination :
''An Accompt of the Expenses for the Ordination of the Rev. Mr.
Phineas Stevens at Contoocook Oct 29, 17 ±0 For which Charge the
Proprietora are indebted
''To JJ[;- Erlu.:ard Emery,
For five Bushels of ·wheat at 12 8 per bushl
£3- 0-0
16lbs Pork at JSd
1-4-0
2lbs Sngar
0-4-0
for Crainherrys Cabbage & turnips
0-10-0
Eggs 1s Gd Trouble of his house 308
1-11-6
Charge he has been at 26~ & Trouble 12 8
1-18-0
For bringing up the Boat
1-0-0
9-7 -6"

The query arises, how a boat could be used at an ordination.
The answer is plain : there was no bridge across the l\Ierrimack.
The ministers from the lower tovms would come by the road leading up the eas t side of the l\Ierrimack: hence the neet.l of a boat.
"To

},[1' George Jackman,
For Edward FitzGerald's Service
for 2 wom en 2 days each
a Bushel of wheat 1:2 5 & a Bushel of Indian 68
His Trouble 30 8 Cabbages & Turnips 58

1-6-0
0-12- 0
0-18- 0
1-15- 0

4-11- 0
''To Joseph Gerrish Esq
For 4 Barrels of Cider 41-12 5 & 20 5 for his trouble
5-12- 0
10- 5-4
For 35~ lbs of Beef at 6P
4-10- 0
90 lbs of Pork at 12P
5-0- G
27lbs Salt Pork 40 5 GP & 30 lbs of butter 28
1-8-0
lt bushels of ·wheat 188 Turnips &c 55
8 Turkies at 56 at [)P per lb 4:2 5 • Bringing the Boat
3- 2-0
205
11-10- 0
Carting 10£ His trouble 30 5
41-07-10
'(To J,[r John Cojfitl

For 30 lbs of butter 60 5 4 bushl of 1\:talt 40 8

5-0-0

1740. J
For

40~

"To

.1.lfr

31

CIVIL HISTORY.

lbs Salt Pork 60 8 DP & ~G lbs of cheese at 28 8 2r
8 Geese 511 at 8P 34" 4P & his trouble & charge 60"

4 8-114-1-±- 4
H- 3-3

.Tolm 1Voyes Jun

For 2 Cases of Knives 40" for 10 lbs Sugar 20 5 & one lb
pepper gs
"To .Jlr Daniel Coffin
For 10 lbs of Haisins 35" 5 lbs Currents 158 lllb s of loaf
Sugar 55•
30 lbs of Flower 10• 6 Drinking glasses 8•
Biscake 20•, 1 doz l\lugs 12s Carting Stores 12 5
lD Gallons Rhum at 108 per Gal

3-

D- 0

4-15 0
1-8-0
2-4-0
8-10- 0
10-17- 0

''To

1lfr

Jvltn Adams

For 20 lbs Sugar 36 8 8P Chocolate 1} lb 21 5 Dr
Nutmegs 55 6P. Allspice 48 Pipes 4 doz 88

2-180-17-

5
G

3-15-11
''To jJ£1· J ohn Rolf Jttn
For one half barrel full bound & a 4 gallon Cask

0-12- 0

"To Joh n lJrown
For Spices !)s Pipes & Tobacco 12" 6P
For a 00 gallon cask & a 4 gall bottle
For his trouble & charge

1-1-6
0-7-0
3-0-0

4-08-

6

0-10-

0

''To .Jir Eben'r Choate

For Win e
"To J.llr JJ[oses Gerrish

For 5 lbs of Sugar
''To Cutting Lttnl

For four Gallons of Molasses

1-8- 0

~· Titcomb
For Carrying up their Famls Each 20 5

2-0- 0

"To Richards

''A true Accompt Errors Excepted Newbury Nov

5th

10±- 0·- 0
1740

JOliN BROWN,,,
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This in federal currency wouhl lJe e<JUal to $4G.3:5. It represenh·Ll, hmYever, much more than tlmt, for the purchasing power
of money "-as much greater at that period than at the present
time.
An onlination in those <hytS 'Yas a jubilee, a great en•nt, one
in whi<·h the ,~r]wle comnmnity had an interest, and people from
far awl ne::tr carne to attPud it. That settlers from other tmYns
were pre>sent is eYident from the amount of proYision prepared.
Contoocook, in 1740, hatl Jess than one hun<lred inhabitantsprobably the nmnber Lli<l not exceeLl St>YL'nty-fin•; yet there was
provi~ion :-:mfficient for Llining a regiment.
The "·hent was sufficient to make 345 pounds, or a barrel all<l a half of flour.
There "·ere 3i32 poun<ls of heef, 1 73:t poumls of pork, ;)1-! of
geese, 5() of huh'y, a bushel of In<1ian meal, GO poun<ls of butter,
to say nothing of the cabbages a]l(l turnips. The lwef "·as equi,·alent to half an ox, and tlw pork to half a hog. Certainly there
must lmve l_,een man3T visitors from abroatl. \V e may think of all
Penacook and Uanterlmry and Suncook as being then', and
probably a goodly number of the proprietors from X ewlmry,thinking it no hardship to ride sixty miles on horseback through
the forest to visit their friends an<l relatives in Contoocook.
It "·as the first week in Oetol,er, "·hen the great forest
"·oulll l1L> in all its glory,-the maples bright with the changing
hues of autumn, crimson and magenta and vermeil dyes of every
hue-the fir:-:>t leayes falling eartlnmnl. It wa::; a great clay for
the young settlement. \Y e ma~· think of long line'S of men aml
"·omen, on horseback, arriYing on the eastern hank of the l\Ierrimaek, rend l_,eing ferried across to the Io"·er interYah•, passing
the fields of corn rustling in the autnmn breeze. They •Yi]1(lnp
the pathway, ascend the hill to the level plain an<l the lJroad
highway of King stn·et, aml c-ome to the log meeting-house,
standing on a knoll east of it. Tht>y fasten their horses to the
trees, anll congratulate the citizens of Contoocook on the auspicious
event. They take off their hats to the reYeremlmen in wigs, who
luwe come to ordain ::\Ir. Sten·ns.
Tit<' council assembles in the hou:-:;e of ELlwanl Emery. The
candi(late is questioned in regard to "Fixed fate & Free "-ill,"
God's sovereignty and man's inability. Then comes the ordination service in the log meeting-house, the inYocation itself long
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enough for a pmyer, then reading the Scriptures, the longer
prayer, tha still longer sermon, and all the other exercises long
dra·wn, till ministers and people are sharp set for the dinner,the beef, pork, geese, turkeys, g[trnished with turnips [tml cabb[tges,
bread and lmtter, and dessert of cakes prepared with currants
and raisins. \Ve see the reverend clergymen filling their glasses
with ·wine, ·while the multitude refresh themseh·es from the four
barrels of cider on tap, and the casks of beer, made strong with
the four bushels of malt. There are howls filled "\Yith punch, for
that is the use to which the nineteen gallons of "Rhnm" has
been put. Possibly there are mugs of egg-nog, well spiced,
for the clergy, and served up smoking hot, with a heated loggerhead plunged into the foaming tankards. And then, when
the repast is ended, come the pipes and tobacco. The dinner is
served out of doors,-for there is not on King street, neither on
Queen street, a log house capacious enough to feast the throng.
The people sit on the stumps of the old oaks, or upon the log
fence surrounding the meeting-house lot, and partake of the generous rep[tst 1n·ovided for the occasion, and talk over the event,
praise the sermon, the bearing of the young minister ;-maybe they carry on a little business, talk [tbout swapping oxen,
about friends at Newbury, and what is going on in the world, till
the October sun sinks behind the "Mountain." Then the Canterbury and Penacook and Suncook people take their departurethe wife on the pillion behind the husband-while the friends from
Newbury accept the hospitality of the settlers, sleeping on bearskins before the wide-mouthed fire-places in the log cabins.
COLONIAL JURISDICTIOX.

To whom do the settlers of Contoocook owe allegiance,-to 1\fassachusetts, or to New Hampsl,1ire ? It is the question of all others claiming their attention in 17JO. l\Iassachnsetts "\vas making
strenuous efforts to extend her territory northward to the junction
of the \Vinnepisaukee and :Merrimack, and to "Endicott's tree,"
[t large pine which stood on the bank of the river in the present
town of Tilton.
The line claimed by l\fassachnsetts began at the sea, three
miles north of the "black rocks" at the mouth of the l\ferrimack ;

3
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thence running parallel with the river as far north as the
"crotch " or junction of the l\ferrimack and \Vinnepisaukee ;
thence due north, as far as a certain tree known as "Endicott's,"
three miles distant from the " crotch ; " thence, as reads the charter, "due west to the South sea." This would have given l\fassachusetts jurisdiction from the town of Franklin weshvanl to Oregon.
New Hampshire claimed, on the other hand, that the line
should begin at the sea, three miles north of the midtlle channel
of the l\Ierrimack, and from thence should run in a straight line
west, until it met, in the language of one of the charters, "the
king's oth er government." This "other government" was the
territory granted by Charles II to the Duke of York-supposed by
the people of New Hampshire to be bounded by the Hudson ;
but by the people of New York, at a later date, it ·was claimed
that the Connecticut was the western boundary of New Hampshire.
To obtain a settlement of the boundary, a commission was appointed consisting of one councillor from Nova Scotia, one from
New York, one from Rhode Island, and one from New Jersey.
The commissioners met at Hampton, August 1, 1737. The legislatures of l\Iassachusetts and New Hampshire met at the same
time,-the first at Salisbury, the latter at Hampton Fa.lls,-five
miles ap~ut. There was much pomp and parade; but the commissioners v~-e re divided in opinion, and the question was referred
to London. The New Hampshire interest was placed in the hands
of John Tomlinson and l\Ir. Parris, while the attorneys of :l\Iassachusetts were Edmund Quincy, who suddenly deceased, 1738,
leaving the affairs to l\fessrs. \Yilks & Patridge.
On l\iarch 5, 1740, a decision was given by the King~s Council,
making the boundaries as they ever since have remained between
l\Iassachusetts and New Hampshire, but making no decision in
regard to the western boundary of the colony, which ·was not then
in dispute.
By this decision, all the towns west of the l\ferrimack which had
been granted to l\Iassachnsetts were transferred to New Hampshire, not only between the l\Ierrimack and the Connecticut, but
west of that river. From this time on-especially during Gov.
Benning \V entworth's administration-grants were made by New
Hampshire west of the Connecticut; and that region, up to the
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formation of Vermont as a state in 1777, was known as the New
Hampshire Grants.
The settlers of Contoocook were attached to l\Iassachusetts.
They came from N ewbnry. The plantation had been granted by
that colony, and they desired to remain under its jurisdiction. At
a meeting held October 1, the following vote ·was passed:
"Voted that there shall be a petition sent to His Most Excellent
Majesty Saying that we, the proprietors of Contoocook might he continued to this province of l\lassachusetts Bay, & that Thomas Hutchinson Esq. be our agent."
John Brown, Capt. l\Ioses Gerrish, and Benjamin Lunt were
appointed to prepare the petition. Probably, however, the petition neyer was sent, as the matter had been decided seven months
previous, though the intelligence had not reached Contoocook.
EXTENSION OF FISH

STREET.

In l\Ir. J olm Brown's l\IS. field book is the record of the running of a line from Contoocook to Franklin.
'' l\lay 16 1740. Jos. Gerrish, Nath1 Danforth, Edward Fitzgerald &
myself Laid out a Highway of four Rods broad from King street in
Contoocook to Pemichewasett.''
The line was nearly identical with the present travelled road.
UNDER THE NEW JURISDICTION.

Up t o this time New Hampshire had been a dependency of
l\Iassachusetts, having a deputy-governor as chief executiYe
officer; lmt now the colony became a separate commonwealth.
Benning \Ventworth was appointed governor. He was born in
Portsmouth, but, being in England at the time, secured the appointment. He assm~1ed the duties on December 12, 1740.
The proprietors and settlers were desirous of continuing their
allegiance to :Massachusetts, but cheerfuJly gave in their adhesion
to the new order of things.
PROPRIETORS' 1\IEETIXGS.

At a meeting held in N cwbury, at the tavern of E<lward A.
Richardson, Lieut. Benjamin Lunt was chosen moderator, and
Joseph Gerrish, Joseph Coffin, and Capt. l\Ioses Gerrish "\Yere
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chosen a committee humbly to beg the bvor of His Excellency
Benning \ Ventworth, Esq., governor of His l\hjestie's province of
:N" ew Hampshire, in New England, &c., & that he ·would please
order & direct the same so as may be most advantageous both
to the government & said proprietors."
l\hy 20. Voted to raise £200, in bills of credit, to pay Rev.
Mr. Stevens for "his sarvice " the year ensuing.
Voted, that a man shall be allowed five shillings a day, anJ four
shillings for a "yoak" of oxen.
Voted, that £20 be worked out on the highway.
Voted, that ~Tohn Brown, Lieut. Joseph Coffin, and Ensign
Joseph Gerrish make sale of lands on which taxes have not been
p::tid; that Capt. Ebenezer Eastman be empowered "to clear &
brak up the ministry intervale lot-the said Lot to be cleared
and brok up the summer following." Surveyors of highways,
fence-viewers, a pound-keeper, and hogreeves were chosen, and
£20 raised for highways and £200 for contingent expenses.
1742. At a meeting held September S, £200 was voted to
meet the minister's salary, and for other expenses; and that the
salary might he paid promptly, it was "ordered that each proprietor give a :N"ote of hand to pay his & their dues sum of said tax,
and those proprietors and inhabitants that are obliged by contract
to pay tax, are to give their notes to Arnbros Gould, who is chosen
to Gn.ther said tax .. ,
J\Iay 18, 17 43. Josiah Bishop was chosen field-driver for the
middle intervale, Nathaniel Danford for the upper intervale, and
Joseph Eastman for the lower intervale. Thirty pounds was
voted to the highways.
Voted, that the undiddedrneadows be divided for the year, as
follows,--viz., "that those men who are dwellers at said plantation, shall mow or cut their due proportion of said meadows, according to their rates; and the remaining part of said meadow
shall be divided among the inhabitants in equality."
Sept. 14. J\[eeting at Contoocook; J olm Brown moderator.
Voted to lay out to each proprietor a lot containing one hundred acres of Janel. This vms the third division. Richard Jackman, J olm Fowler, J olm Coffin, Ensign Joseph Gerrish, John
Brown, and Thomas Thorla were appointed a committee to make
the division.

17±3.]

CIVIL HISTORY.
GETTING TIEADY FOR

37

THE INDIANS.

For a period of ten years the inhabitants had lived in comparatin security, but now the Indians, stimulated l1y the French,
were committing depredations all along th e frontier. The citizens prepared for defence, and laid in a stock of ammunition, as
will be seen by the r ecord. Fourteen pounds of powder, fifty-six
pounds of bullets, and twenty-four flints were obtained by George
Jackm an for the defence of the settlement.
[From the Records. J
''Newbury Oct 31, 1743. by the desire of the proprietors I make an
entry of the request of Dea George Jackman for the warlike stores delivered to him as followeth: Viz: we received of henry Rolfe, jr four
pounds of gunpowder & fifty-six pounds of bnllets and twenty-four
flints, & we received of Benjamin pettengill ten pounds of powder. And
the said stores are sent up by said Jackman for the use of Contoocook
proprietors to be kept in some secure place together untill there be an
Occasion for said stores to be used in a warlike manner then to be
distributed out according to division of said George Jackman or some
other person chosen for said service.
JosEPH CoFFIN
Prop. Clerk. "
FIRST l\IILITARY ORGANIZATION.

The people of Hopkinton, ancl of other towns, were abandoning
their homes; but the settlers of Contoocook had no intention o£
lem·ing. They organized themselves into a military con~panJ',
and petitioned the governor to appoint the officers they had
chosen.
" To His Excellency &c
'' 'Ve the Undersigned Being Soldiers of Contoocook Do Humbly
Desire Your Excellency to Grant to l\Ir John Rollins of said town a
Captain's Commission & Likewise a Left & !nsins Commission to two
other l\Ien of said town whom he the scl Rollins shall Nom in ate the
Performance whereof will Greatly oblige your Humble & Dutiful Servants.
"Contoocook Novye 29th 1743.
Jacob Flanders
Thomas Cook
Ambrose Goold
Benjamene Dudy
Josiah Bishop
Thomas Eastman
Enos Bishop
Nathaniel Danford
J olm Ellet [ElliotJ
Jesse Flanders
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Thomas l\Ianuel
·william Dagiden
John Boin [Bowen]
Jacob Flanders jun'or
John Fowler
Ezekiel Flanders
Richard Flood
John Johnson
·william Peters
Andrew Bohanon
Edward Fitzgerald

[1743.

J olm Flanders
l\loses Call
Sinkler Bean
Daniel Rolf
Daniel Barker
"\Villiam Danfonl
John Call
Nathaniel Meloon
Samuel Emmery
·william Emmery."

The name of John Rollins does not nppear elsewhere upon the
records. It may be supposed that he was a new comer, quite
likely had seen military service, and was selected as captain on
that account. It is not pro1able that he remained long in Contoocook
Oct. 17. :Met at Contoocook, but without transacting any business, adjourned to Oct. 30.
''Voted that there should be raised £12G in old tenor exclusive of
the then inhabitants to pay the charges arisen already in fortifying
round the Reverend ::Mr.I->hineas Stephens dwelling house in the year
17-H."
PETITIOX TO GOV. WEXTWORTH.

The inhabitants sent the following petition to Governor ""\Yentworth:
''To His Excellency Benning 'Yentworth &c.
''The Petition of ye Inhabitants of a Plantation called Contoocook in
ye sd province of New Hampshire Hereby Sheweth:
•'That when as your Humble Petitioners being certainly informed of a
Declaration of a war Between ye Kings of England & France, and Therefore Looking npon ourselves as exposed continually to ye attacks of ye
Indians, who are subjects to ye King of France, and we would Beg
Humbly to Lay our case before your Excellency:
"l\lay it Please your Excellency we have Been at Great expense &
Labor in Bringing to ye settlements in ye plantation so far as thay are
at this time by settling a gospel minister, erecting Houses, subduing
Lands, and Bringing too a considerable Quantity of ·wilderness & in
erecting proper Fortifications for Defense in case of an Indian war,
one of which was built in ye year 17:39, a building of considerable expense to ye proprietors & of great consequence to ye inhabitants being
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100 feet square & all this to advance ye Kingdom of Christ in ye world
& farther to enlarge & advance his Majesty's Dominions in the American continent. 'Ve have likewise been at great expense & cost in
erecting houses, to dwell in and in moving from our haLitati on, the
most of us iuto sd part in order for our security till proper h elp shall arrive to us for want of which many persons have Removed & now are
Removing from ns to the Great Discouragement of those that tarry behind and all tho we might Defend our selves in our Fortification yet we
can't support our selves because we have none to guard us in onr Business and moreover tl1e commanding officer in the place has so far tleglected the people that they are very uneasy he never l1aving called them
together since he Reed his commission Hefnsing to Repair the fort or to
take any care of the people in it never setting a watch or ward so that
the Inhabitants are withont a leader. Yet they have constantly kept a
watch & ward in said fort or garrison. Those ·with many others are the
Difficultys we Labor under two many to be here Enumerated of which
we Hnmbly Beg Redress of your Excellency in such ways an maner as
your Excelleucy in wisdom shall think Best & your lmmbl e Petitioners
will e,·er pray.
"Contoocook·, June ye 5, 174-±.
R ichard flood
Hichard Jackman
John Cowsir [Corser'?]
Joseph Easman
John Fowler
Audrew Bohonon
Jacob Flanders
Daniel Rolfe

'Villiam Emery
Moses Burbank
Nathaniell\Ieloon
Ezekiel Flanders
Josiah Bishop
George Jackman
Samuel Emery"

THE FIRST ATTACK.

The first atbck of the Indians upon Contoocook was made
abont this tim.e, thongh the exact date is unknown. Josiah
Bishop, who was at work in his field at the lower end of King
street, 'vas snrprisecl Ly a party of Indians. They took him into
t he wool13, proLably up the rocky hill ·west of the lower end of King
street. He made an outcry, and qnite likely preferred death
to captiYity. As was subsequently learned from th e Indians, he
resi::;ted Lravely, and they dispatched him with their tomaha,vks.
The capture naturally threw the settlement into commotion; but
the citizens having located their homes, determined to defend
them. The summer wa~ one of great anxiety. The famili es took
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refuge in the garrisons, while sentinels were ever on the watch
while the citizens were at work.
The committee appointed to lay out the third division of landthe one-hundred-acre lots- reported that they had performed t he
work assigned them. One hundred and twenty-two ponnds, old
tenor, was voted to defray the expense of the same.
Nov. 21. :l\1eeting at John l\1ancher's tavern, N evi·bury. At
this meeting no business was transacted except the choice of
assessors and collectors.
THE CAXTERBUUY

GARRISO~.

Canterbury had erected a strong garrison. The settlers of
that plantation were er1naii.r determined with those of Contoocook not to abandon their homes through fear of the Inclians.
The Canterbnry settlement had made greater progress than that
of Contoocook, and was mnch stronger in 11nmbers. A garrison
was established, and Jeremiah Clough, one of the energetie settler::;, commissioned captain. Being on the east side of the river,
and more accessible than Contoocook to Portsmouth, the residence
of the new governor, it became the remlezvous for ali scouting
parties.
In the month of June, Capt. Clough had a force of twenty men
under him, bnt as the summer -..vaned it vms reduced to six men,one of whom was Philip Cali, whose wife was murtlered subsequently, as we shaii see, by the Indians. Another of his soldiers
was Christo, a friendly Indian, whose wigwam once stood on the
east side of the l\Ierrimack, a short distance below the fails of Amoskeag, probably not far from the spot now occupied by the Print
\ Yorks in l\Ianchester.
Jnne 4. The proprietors raised £2.30 for the salary of :Mr.
Stevens and other expenses, and the mmal officers were chosen.
1146. Early in the year the Indians began their depredations.
THE OUTBREAK.

On April 27, the Indians entered the garrison at Hopkinton,
which had been left insecure by some one going out early in the
morning, and, finding everybody asleep, captured the entire household, consisting of Samuel Burbank, his sons Caleb and Jonathan,
and David \Y oodwell, \rife, and three children.
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Governor \Vent\\'orth ordered a. debchment of horse to proceed
to Canterbury and Contoocook. Capt. John Goffe was ordered to
raise fifty men. In six days he \ms on his way to Contoocook,
]ea\'ing D erryfield on 1\Ia.y 3, and reaching Pt'na.cook that night.
Bnt the Imlians were ahead of him. They fell upon a. party of
men at work near Clay hill, and killed Thomas Cook, who had
built a. cabin on Little brook, about a. mile north of the meetinghous e on Corser hill, and for whom Cook's hill was named. He
had fled from that locality for fear of the Indians. Another of
the party \Yas Cresa.r, Rev. 1\Ir. Stevens's slave. He was a. strong,
athletic man, and made a. brave fight, and lost his life in consequence. Another of the party was Elisha. Jones, who \\'a S taken
captire, carried to Ca,nada, a.ncl sold to a. Frenchman. He died
while a. prisoner.
The attack \vas made on 1\Ionda.y, 1\Iay 4. The news reached
Penacook that evening, for we find Capt. Goffe at midnight writing a. letter to Gov. \Ventworth.
CAPT. GOFFE'S LETTER.

'' 5 ..May 1746
"May it please your Excellency
" I got to Pennycook on Saturday early in the morning & notwithstaUL1ing I se nt the 1\londay after I left the Bank [Stra\Yberry Bank, or
P ortsmouth?], yet my bread was not baked but there was abont two
hu ndred & fifty weight baken, which supply[ecl] :?0 men, which I sent to
Canterbury as soon as I got here, & I kept the baker & several
SolLliers to baking all Sabbath day & purposed to march on ~Ion
day as soon as possible; but about midnight two men came down from
Contoocook & brought the unhappy news of two men being killed, &
the two men that came down told me th at they saw the two men lye in
their blood, & one man more that was missing, & hearing that I was
here, desired me to assist in making search; so that I am with all expedition going up to Contoocook, & will do what I can to see the enemy. I shall take all possible care for the proteetion of the frontiers &
destruction of the enemy. The Indians are all about our frontiers. I
think there never was more need of soldiers than now. It is enough to
make one's blood cold in one's veins, to\ee our fellow creatures killed
and taken upon every quarter, & if we cannot catch them here, I hope
the General Court will give encouragement to go & give them the same
play at home. The white man that is killed is one Thomas Cook & the
other is l\Ir Steven's the minister's negro. These are found & Jones,

42

CIVIL HISTORY.

[1746.

the soldier is not found. They having but a few soldiers at the fort,
have not as yet sought much for him. I am going with all possible
expedition & am
"Your Excellency's most humble & most dutiful
Subject & servant
JonN GoFFE
" Pennycook about 2 of the clock in the l\lorning, My 5th 17 4G."
Goffe kept on the scout two weeks, but, as was afterwards
lmo'IYn, the Indians hastened to Canada, 'IYith Jones and the captives taken at Hopkinton. T he people of Contoocook little knew
that all through Sunday after the attack at Hopkinton the Indians were secreted on the." ii-Ionntain," looking down upon the
garrison ; that they saw the people as they march ed to meeting,
eaeh man shouldering his gun. The Indians, in numbers, were
as many as the settlers, but did not clare attempt a surprise.
Capt. Goffe went up the :1\Ierrimack, probalJly, as far as Plymouth. He was gone from Derryfield twenty clays. He made a
second scout, and 'lvas gone thirteen days, but saw no Indians,
for the reason that they had hastened to Canada 'IYith their captives.
The attack at Clay hill was in the ravine near the crossing of
Cold lJrook, but in the vicinity of the present brick-yards.
In early clays it was popularly supposed that the blood-stains of
a murdered man IW\'er could be effaced; and fifty years ago there
were persons in town who could discern the identical stains upon the rocks, made by the blood of rrhomas Cook. Persons of a
cooler temperament and less vivid imaginations neyer were quite
able, howeYer, to distinguish the blood-stains from those produced
by th e oxiLlation of the rock
On the 27th of June the Indians made an attack on Rochester,
killing fou r men and capturing two. This attack, so near Portsmonth , produced great alarm . Capt. Drake, of Hampton, -..vas ordered out with his company to protect Nottingham. Capt. Andrew Tochl, of Londonderry, with twenty-three men, was ordered
to Canterbury; 'IYhile Capt, Daniel Todd, of Exeter, with thirty
men, was ordered to Contoocook Ladd was ordered out for
three months. He marched on from Exeter on the 14th of July.
His clerk, Almer Clough, k ept a journal, from which \re have a
clear account of Capt. Lacld's movements.
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ABNER CLOUGH'S JOURNAL.

The company left Exeter July 14, re[Lch ecl Rumford (Concord)
on th e 19th, and on the 21st m[Lrchecl to Canterbury. The
lli[Lrches of the 23d, 24th, and 25th [Lre thu s nm-ratecl:
'' On the 23d day took 10 more men-marched to Contoocook-so
ranged about the town, & at night set out several scouts in & near the
houses near the fort, but made no discovery.
"On the 2-±th day enlisted two more men. Early in the morning
marched about 2 miles & di~covered a fire, but as we found out was
made by Contoocook men 3 days before. And we thought by the look
of the fire that the Indians lutd been there & but a little while gone.
Then we marched about half a mile & then we discovered Indian tracks
very plain. And from there marched to a place called Contoocook
pond [Great pond], & scouted ronnel about the Pond, b ut could
make no discovery. And from thence to Blackwater falls. And one of
our men says he saw an Indian very plain as he was some distance from
the Scout, as he saith. And we ranged about but could make no further discovery, then marched over several brooks & low places, but could
make no discovery, & so marched to a river called Currier S arge river
& found som e camps supposed to be Indian camps, & there camped in
the Intervale. And it rained hard all night. This days march about
17 miles .
" On the 23th, marched to a pond called Almsbury Pond [Tucker's
pond] & ranged about said pond, made no discovery, & from there
marched to Contoocook falls, & scouted up & down the river & made no
discovery; and crossed the river & marched to a place called Hopkinton
[near H opkinton village] & there camped about the farther end of the
town & that Fort where there were eight persons taken & captivated,
but we could make no late discovery there, then we marched down
about 2 mil es towards Rumford to another garrison, where the people
were deserted from & there made a halt. Then scouted round a field,
then went into the Garrison & in a cellar found a mare and t wo colts,
which we took them out of the cellar alive. It was supposed by the
scouts in general that the saiJ horses had been in the cellar 10 days &
been put in by the Indians. \Ve also discovered some part of a dead
creature supposed to have been killed by the Indians & left. At
uight marched to Rumford & camped. This day's march about 16
miles.'' -N. II. !list. Soc. Col., Vol. IV.

The route taken by Capt. Latld evidently was from the foot of
King street across Cold brook, and towards Great pond. It is
probable that a path had been opened in that direction during

44

CI VIL HISTORY.

[1746.

the thirteen years th at t he to\nl had been settled. \Yhether Capt.
L adcl passed ronnel the pond to the south, or to the north, or
whether the Bla.cb·mter h lls \Yere those directly west of the pond,
or the falls at Sweatt's mills, or by Burbank's mill, can only be
conjectured ; hut the probabilities are that the "falls" \vere those
directly ·west of the pond, and t he route of the company was along
the southern shore.
It is also evident that t h e route from the falls \Yas directly up
th e river to \Vest Salisbury. \Yhat stream Cur1'1'er Sarge river
may have been is not certain,-whether the mountain brook that
empties into the Blackwater through the \Vest SalisLury meadows, or the Bla.ckwater itself; quite likely the latter. Abner
Clough was wholly unacquainted with the country, and may not
have clearly understood that Blackwater falls were upon Bla.ckwater river.
KEARSARGE l\IOUNTAIN.

This reference to Cun·ie1· Sm·ge is one of the first on record.
The Indians called the mountain Cowissewasclwok. This name
is giYen on Captain Holland's map, printed in London, 1784, also
the name "Kyar Sargu l\It."
Although much has been written in regard to the orthography
of the word, there is as yet nothing satisfactory in regard to its
origin. From the fact that Ahner Clough writes it "Currier Sarge,''
it is evident that the name was well kno·wn at that early elate.
"Alms bury poml" is clearly Tucker's pond, in the north-east
corner of \Varner. The town of \Varner had been gran ted in
1735 to proprietors mainly resiclent in Amesbury, 1\Iass., and the
grant was called Amesbury. The plot had been suryeyed, but no
settlement was matle till 1749, when four log houses were erected
at the present village of Davisville, but never were permanently
occupied. 'rhey were subsequently burned by the Indians. No
other attempt was made to settle the town till 17G4.
The route of Capt. Lacld from Tucker's pond was down t he
Amesbury or \Varner river to Contoocookville, and thence to
H opkinton Yilbge.
The Indians were accustomed to frequent the falls on the rivers
to catch salmon, and hence the movements of Capt. Ladcl to their
favorite haunts.
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Captain Ladd went from Penacook to the Suncook valley, to
Epsom, Nottingham, and Exeter, where he arrived July 31st, and
dismissed his men till the 5th of August, when h e started on
a second expedition. H e reached Penacook on the 10th. On the
11th occurred tho massacre at Penacook, on the road leading to
Hopkinton, in which Samuel Bradley, Jonathan Bradley, Obadiah
Peters, J olm Lufkin, and John Dean were kiiled, and Alexander Roberts and \Vm. Stickney taken prison ers. Daniel Gilman escaped, and gave the alarm at the Penacook garrison.
Capt. Lalhl scoured th e country. \Ve qnote from Clongh's journal of his movements in Canterbury and Contoocook:
"On the 17th day on Sunday, marched to Canterbury, & went to
meeting some part of the day. And on the 18th day went down to the
Intervale in order to guard some people about some work, but it rained
'
all day.
" On the 19th went to the Intervale to guard some people about some
work. 'Ve guarded some & scouted some. And on th e 20th day it
rainecl in the forenoon. And in the afternoon we scouted some in the
woods but made no discovery. But Capt. Talford, with his men discovered where there bad laid some Indians in am bush., & also found where
some Indians had roasted some corn. And ou the 21st went clown to
the lower end of the Town, to guard some people about some work.
"On the 22J went down to the lower end of the Town to guard
some people-but made no discovery.
" On the 23d day early in the morning, marched away from the fort
in order to go to the Intervale to guard some people about some work ;
bnt when we had marched about half a mile from the fort, we marched
across a field & found where there lay two Indians & had but just gone,
for the grass seemed to rise up after them. \Ve ranged about the
woods after them ; but found where several more lay & where they run
off.
e supposed that these two Indians lay there for spies. 'y e went
to the Intervale & guarded some people about work & made no other
discovery.
''And on the 24th day, on Sunday, marched along across th e woods to
the upper end of Canterbury lower Intervale & there crossed the river
and from there to Contoocook mills, & from there ranged along the
woods to the backside of Contoocook mountain, And there ranged in a
single rank where there were several likely places for lookont for enemies-And Capt. Ladd fell down and hurt his leg-something, But we
could make no late discovery of the enemy. And at night returned to
Canterbury Fort."

"r
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Capt. Ladd extended his protection as far east as Rochester, and
continued in se1Tice till the close of September.
PROPRIETORS' l\IEETIXG.

Dec. 15. :Meeting of proprietors at Contoocook
"Voted to ra.ise £240 old tenor to pay ministerial and other
expenses.·'
Voted to petition "the great & General Court of this ProYince
praying that the Honorable Court would be pleased to take our
distressed case uncler their most prudent consideration relating to
the war. "
A fort was built, during the year 1746, on the \Vinnepisaukee
river, near what is now Union Bridge, in Sanbornton, called Fort
Atkinson.
Two forts were also built in the Connecticut Yalley;
Fort Dummer, at Hinsdale, and the other, "No.4," at Charlestown.
PETITIO~

OF

COXTOOCOOK, PEX.ACOOK, AXD

CANTERBURY FOR

PROTECTIOX FROl\I IXDIANS.

" To hi~ excellency 'Benning "''"'" entworth Esq Captain General &
Governor & Commander in chief in & over His l\Iajesty's Province
of New Hampshire,
''To his Honorable, his l\Iajesty's Council & House of Representatives in General Assembly Con veined the 12th day of Sept 17 4 7
''The Petition of Phineas Stevens, Ebenezer Eastman & Jeremiah
Clough in behalf of themselves & the inhabitants of Contoocook, Pennycook & Canterbury in said Province most humbly shews:
''That the said Place are frontiers & lay open and exposed unto the
French & Indian Enemy.
"That they are not able to protect & defend themselves in case of a
vigorous attack from the Enemy, which they have reason to fear may
be the case as soon as there shall be snow sufficient to travel on
snow shoes.
''That unless they are protected the Inhabitants will be under a necessity to break up & leave their habitations & so consequently the frontier will be best nearer.
'"That your Petitioners humbly conceive it will be much better for
the Province to have those places Protected than to have them broken
up.
"'Yherefore your Petitioners humbly pray your Excellency & Honor
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to take their petition under wise consideration & be plenscd to grant
such a number of men for each of the before rnention ecl places & for
such tim e as yonr Excellency & Honors shall see m most and reasonable, your Petitioners in duty boun<.l shall ever pray.
PmNEAS

STEVEXs

EBENEZER EASTMAN
JERE::\IL\.H CLOUGH

''In Council Nov 12, 1747
''Head & sent clown to the Honse,
THEODORE ATKINSOX

Secy ''
PROPRIET ORS' 1\IEETINGS.

Jun e 30. Joseph Coffin) J oseph Gerrish, and 1\Ioses Gerrish
were chose n a committee "to lay before his Excellency Benning
\Ventworth E~q &c & honorable Court of his :l\Iajcstic's proYince
of ~ ew Hampshire the circumstances of sa ill plantation as soon
as may be co1wenient."
Nov. 17. Raised £250 olcl tenor for the n;inistry and other
expenses.
Y otell that the expenses of the meeting be paid by the whole
The expense amounted to 40s. old t enor-about
proprie tors.
$1.DO.
J o~cph Gerri sh was authorized to petition the Gen eral Court
to innst the proprietors with power to gather the taxes levied on
the proprietors of Contoocook that lived on the plantation. Up
to this time there had been much difiiculty in collecting the
taxes of non-residents, and further legislation was necessa ry.
Joseph Coffin ·was allo'i\'ecl £9 lOs. old tenor for his serYices in
presenting the petition of 1747 to the "Great & General Court."
PETil'ION.

" To His excellency Benning 'Ventworth &c
''The Petition of the Proprietors of the Plan tation called Contoocook
in the Province of New Hampshire humbly sheweth:
" That yo nr Petitioners have had a minister of the Gospel settled
among them for about the space of seven years. That notwithstanding
the Difficulties arrising from the War he hitherto has continued at said
Plantation and would still continue there if supported & maintained by
the Proprietors. That for ·w ant of a Law to Enable and Impower the
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said Proprietors to Raise money & Collect the same for the support of
the minister there the Burden thereof lyeth on a few wherefore your
Petitioners most humbly pray your excellency and Honors that by a
special act tl1ey may be authorized and Impowerecl thereunto anJ that
not only the LanJs of Residents but also of the Non Resident Proprietors may l•e rated towards the support of the ministry there for such
time and in such Proportion as shall be judged reasonable by your excellency and Honors, & Your Petitioners will ever pray for the Granting of said petition.
JosEPH CoFFIN

for & in behalf of the Committee of saiJ Proprietors
'' Xov 13, 1747
"In Council read & concurred and ordered to be sent down to the
Honorable House.
TnEODORE ATKINSON

Seery.''
COXCORD

GRIST-l\IILL.

The nearest grist-mill was that at Rumford, o\vned by Henry
Lovejoy and Ba,rachias Farnum, ancl situated at :\Iillville. The
depredations of the Indians caused its abandonment; whereupon
a peti tion \Yas ac1l1ressec1 to Gov. \Ventworth, by the citizens of
Contoocook, Ca.nterbury, and R.umford, for a company of soldiers
to protect it.
" To His Excellency &c
" The petition of the subscribers Inhabitants of Rumford Canterbury
& Contoocook Humbly sheweth:
"That we especially at the two last named places are greatly distressed for want of suitable Grist mills; that Henry Lovejoy has
at great expense erected a good mill at a place most advantageously
situated to accommodate the three towns; that it is the only mill in all
the three towns that stands under the command of the guns of the
garrison; that the ill consequences of abandoning the said garrison the
year past has been severely felt by us; that the said Lovejoy appears
desirous of residing there again provided he might be favored with such
a number of soldiers as just to keep his garrison with a tolerable degree of safety & that as additional encouragement to us to appear as
petitioners on his behalf to your Excellency & Honors to grant our said
petition, he will become engaged with all convenient sped to erect a
forge for the making of Bar Iron which may stand under the command
of the said garrison; which undertaking would be probably vast ley advantageous to all the towns & plantations up this way, as well as the
general interest of the Province."
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Th e petition 1vas signed by 3G citizens of Rumford, 18 of Canterbury, and 17 of Contoocook. Their names are
'Villiam Emery,
Stephen Gerrish,
John Towle,
George Jackman,
Richard Jackman,
Richard Flood,
Jacob Flanders,
·w illiam Peters,
Philip Caul,
John Corser,

Joel 1\lanuel,
John Flanders,
Philip Flanders,
Stephen Call,
Re1·. Phineas Stevens,
Nathaniel ..Malloon,
'Villiam Danford.

The petition bears date Jan., 1747-8-meaning January, 1748.
LORDS PROPRIETORS.

Although the settlers had receiYed their grant in due form
• from the goYernment of Massachusetts, they suddenly found
themseh·es confronted by a prior claim,-one allvanced by the
heirs-at-law of Capt. John :Mason, of England, a powerful body of
men known as Lords Proprietors. It 'Yas the old tJUestion of jurisdiction, not between the colonies, but between those in actual
possession and those who claimed possession.
At a meeting bel<l February 1, Moses Gerrish, Joseph Coffin,
and John Brown "'ere appointed to make terms with the claimants. The heirs of ~Iason hall sold their claim to all lands in the
colony to twelYe persons for the sum of £1,500, and these twelve
persons were called the Lords Proprietors-composed of some of
the nobility of England. Quite likely the purchasers were looking
to their own aggrandizement when they made the purchase; possibly they may haYe entertained the idea that they could compel
those in possession to pay a second time for their lands; hut the
resolute attitude taken by the plantations soon dispelled all such
illusions, if they had been entertained. They prudently abandoned
all attempts to recover damages in towns east of the :Merrimack,
but still laid claim to those west of that stream.
The committee opened negotiations, which continued till1 753,
when the lonls proprietors, probably thinking that little .could be
recovered, honoraLly gave a quit-claim deed, and the settlers
remaineu in possession of the lands.
A cessation of hostilities had been agreed upon between France

4
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and England, but the settlers relaxed none of their vigilance, in
regard to the Indians, during the year. J\fost of them lived in
or near the garrison.
TilE BEGI:NNING OF JlELIGIOUS DISSENT.

At the meeting of the proprietors, held J\Iay 25, £250 was
raised for the support of the ministry. One of the proprietors,
Samuel Fowler, Esq., entered his dissent against such an appropriation of money. J\1r. Fowler espoused the cause of the Friends,
and his dissent did not lie in any factious opposition to preaching.
H e was a worthy gentleman-had the ·welfare of the settlement
at heart-but he was opposed to all union of church a•1d state,
and conscientiously desired a separation of civil and ecclesiastical
affairs. He was a proprietor, residing at Newbury, though at a
later period he removed to Contoocook. He entered his protest,
but paid his money, and doubtless rejoiced that the people could •
have preaching; but he wanted voluntary and not compulsory
action. Fifty years later the whole community came to the same
conclusion.
Nov. 30. A meeting of the proprietors was held at John
]\fancher's tavern, in Newbury. A committee, consisting of Benjamin Lunt, Henry Rolfe, Jr., John Brown, and Capt. Joseph
Gerrish, was chosen to settle with Joseph \Villet and Benjamin
Pettengill, former collectors, "and examine how much they have
paid Reverend :Mr. Phineas Stevens in their collection." The
committee was empowered to settle with l\Ir. Stevens, and report
at the next meeting.
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CHAPTER IV.
THE FRENCH AND INDIAN WAR.

WHE annual meeting of the proprietors was held at Contoo~ cook, l\Iay 24. The chief item of interest was the report of
the committee appointed in November to settle with Rev. l\fr.
Stevens. It appears that l\Ir. Stevens had been paid his Ralary
in bills of credit. Technically, he had received his clue; but the
bills of credit had greatly depreciated, and the high-minded citizens felt that he was justly entitled to remuneration. He preferreel no claim; but higher than any legal claim was the moral
obligation to do justly. The settlers and proprietors fully recognized it. The committee reported as follows :
'' That by reason of the depreciation of the bills of credit in which
Mr Steven's salary had been paid he has a just claim on them for indemnity & that £300 Old tenor be paid him."
HONORABLE ACTION.

Samuel Fowler, Esq., before mentioned, entered his protest in
writing. It was, as before, a question of conscience-the severing
of church and state-with him, not of hostility to Mr. Stevens,
or of indifference to the claims of religion, or the benefits arising
from a settled ministry. It was a protest for a vital principle.
The proprietors recognized l\fr. Fowler's right of protestation,
and also his rights of conscience. They at once abated his tax,
tlms showing their own liberal principles. They were in no sense
bigots, but in this year-1750-recognizecl the great principle of
individual freedom, fifty years in advance of its recognition by the
community at large.
l\Ir. Fowler soon after moved from Newbury to Contoocook, and
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became a useful, public-spirited, liberal citizen. Although taxes
for the support of the minister }Vere after\\ards assessed upon him,
it \Yas as a matter of form, in compliance llith the law, and they
were uniformly abated. 1\fr. Fowler was a lawyer-the first of
the profession in the town.
The proprietors had already petitioned to be incorporated as a
town, but the petition had not been granted. A second application was made during the year, but without success.
l\Iay 22, 1751. The proprietors met, and chose the usual officers, and voted to open a way to the upper intervale-the way
now used, leading from King street, a short distance south of the
present meeting-house on the Plain.
The proprietors were assessed ten shillings, old tenor. A tax
was levied sufficient to pay the salary of 1\Ir. Stevens for the
year.
THE SECOND FORT.

1752. The chief item of interest in the call for the annual
meeting of the proprietors was the erection of a second fort. The
meeting was held :i\Iay 20, and the following vote was passed :
" Voted to raise £200 old tenor to be laid on t in building a garrison
or fort & to be built forthwith and to be set on Samuel Gerrish's lot
which was originally laid out unto Richard Greenough said fort to be
one hundred & ten feet Square or otherwise as the committee shall
Judge allowing said building to cover the land."
The sum of £100 was raised to fortify Rev. l\1r. Stevens's
house.
This second fort was erected on the hill near the house occupied by Prof. Jackman. :i\Ir. Stevens's house stood upon the site
of that at present occupied' by l\Ir. Jacob Hosmer.
l\Iessrs. Stephen Gerrish, Jacob Flanders, and Richard Jackman
were placed in charge of the work. It is probable that this fortification stood on the site of the smaller fort, erected during the
previous troubles, on l\Ir. Jackman's land.
SABA TIS AND PLANSA W A.

The Indians accustomed to frequent the l\Ierrimack valley were
the Arosagnntacook tribe, or the St. Francis Indians, many of
whom had accepted Christianity from the Jesuit fathers, with St.
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Francis as their patron saint. Their Christianity 11as not Yery
deep: it did not touch the heart or life, ln1t IYtts an exchange of
":Thiedicines." The Virgin nhry and St. Francis became their
new "J\fedicines."
Since 1749 they had l)een on friendly terms IYith the settlers at
Contoocook and Canterbury, came and went at their pleasure,
and were kindly treated. Two of them, Sabatis and Plansawa,
were frequent visitors. Their names, doubtless, are corruptions.
Sa-batis is the Indian pronunciation of ~Tean Baptiste; 11hile
Plansawa, or, more correctly, Plawnsawa, is the Indian form of
Frant;ois. The St. Francis tribe used P instead of S, and L instead of R., in their attempts to pronounce. the names given them
by the Jesuit fathers. BalhaYl-N. I£. IIist. Soc., viii, 443.
The settlers of the Connecticut valley were making preparations to occupy the rich meadows of the great "ox-bow," at Haverhill and Newbury, ascending the Connecticut from "K o. 4,"
Charlestown; and the Indians, jealous of what they regarded an
encroachment upon their domain, threatened retaliation. Suddenly Sabatis and Plansawa disappearet1, carrying off as prisoners tiYO slaves,-one belonging to l\Ir. Mile::~, and the other to ~Ir.
Lindsey, of Canterhury. One of the negroes made his esc:tpe,
whil e the other was taken to Crown Point, and sold to a French
officer.
BEGIXXIXG OF TROUBLES.

At this time the sturdy frontiersmen engaged in hunting during the autumn and winter months. Among others who passed
through Contoocook to the upper :M errimack, and its trihntaries
and connecting ponds, were J olm aud \Yilliam Stark, of Derryfielt1 ; also, David Stinson and Amos Eastman. J olm Stark
was t\Yenty-six years old, haYing been born on A ugust 28, 1728.
The fonr hunters proceeded up Baker's river to the present to\Yll
of Rumney. They discovered an Indian trail, and decit1ed to
leaye the locality. John went out, on Apri l 28, to take up his
traps. While thus engaged, he foum1 himself surrounded Ly Indians. He made no attempt to escape, and gaYe himself np ·without resistance. The Indians asked him to lead the way to the
camp, and he took them in the opposite direction. The other
hunters, alarmed at his absence, started down the ri,·er. The
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Indians, discovering the trick John had played them, hastened
clown the Yalley, and intercepted the hunters the next morning at
daybreak. Eastman was on the shore, and was at once captured.
William Sbrk and Stinson were in a boat. The river, though
swollen by melting snows, is at the best a small stream, and a
stroke of the patldle " ·onld carry the boat to either shOTe. John
called to them, and told them to leap to the other bank. \Villiam
obeyed, and escaped: Stinson was killed while in the boat. The
bullet aimed at \Villiam missed him, but passed through the paddle which he held, for John had fearlessly struck aside the gun in
the hands of the Indian. \Villiam arrived in Contoocook the next
day, and gave the alarm. A party went np from Contoocook and
Rumford, and found Stinson's body, stripped of its clothes, and
scalped. The Indians had fiecl. The party returned in safety,
bringing the paddle which had been pierced by the ball aimed
at \Villiam. John was taken to Canada, where, ·when called
upon to run the gauntlet, he seized a cudgel from the hands
of the nearest Indian, swung it right and left, and bid about him
so lustily that, instead of beating him, they made all haste to
escape his blo\YS. Such intrepidity made him a great fayorite.
He was set to work with the squaws to hoe corn; but he cut up
corn and weeds alike, and ended the matter hy throwing the hoe
into the riYer. That pleased the Indians, and he had a light captivity, \Yhich ended in August following.
These incursions of the Indians kept the settlement in constant
alarm; but the season passed without an attack.
APPRENTICES.

At this period, and for nearly a century thereafter, apprentices
were bound to service by legal indentures. The duties and obligations of a party taking an apprentice will be seen from an indenture, given in this year 1752, by N athaniellHeloon:
"Contoocook Oct 19, 1752
"I the subscriber Nathaniel l\1eloon Promise & Engage to Use my
Endeavor to Instruct John Harris in Husbandry work from ye day of
the date hereof till he is of the age of twenty one years and during the
whole of sd Time to provide for & give to sd Harris Sufficient .Meat,
drink, washing Lodging & Clothing also to teach or cause him to be
taught to read, write & Cypher if he be capable of Learning and at the
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age of twenty one years to dismiss sd Harris & give him two New
Suits of Apparrel Home Made from head to feet,-and upon failure of
any of the Above Articles do hereby bind and oblige myself to pay to
Stephen Gerrish of Contoocook the Sum of one hundred pounds Lawfnlll\Ioney. In confirmation of all which I have hereunto set my hand
the day & year above written
NATHANIEL l\fELOO.N

''Testis
"PHINEAS STEVENS."

NEW STYLE.

In ordt•r to rectify the errors that had grown into the calendar of
the year by the procession of the equinoxes: Pope Gregory XIII
estal)lishetl a new one, October 5, 1582, in which ten days were
omitted. rrhe New Style was adopted in France, Spain, Denmark,
and Portugal the same yr•ar; hut England, being a Protestant
country, held on to the old calendar till 1752, when by act of
Parliament eleven days were stricken out to make the calendar
compare "·ith that of other countries,-thus establishing the New
Style.
ROAD TO COOS.

A committee ·was appointed by the N. H. Assembly to snral}(l mark a road to Coos. It consisted of Zacheus Love\\ell of Dnnstable, John Talford of Chester, and Caleb Page of
Starkstown. They hired sixteen men at Amoskeag, Penacook,
aml Contoocook. The party was out twenty-two clays. Jonathan
Burbank, Benjamin Eastman, and Peter Bowen joined it from
Contoocook. John Stark was the pilot, and one of the men was
Robert Rogers, afterwards the celebrated ranger.
n~y

THE CURRENCY.

l\fay 30. Voted to raise a sum sufficient to pay 1\fr. Stevens,
according to the original agreement.
"VOTED to raise eight pounds lawful money equal to £60 old tenor,
to defmy necessary charges.''

From this vote we are able to ascertain the value of the currency. This depreciation added greatly to the hardships of the
colonists. The Indians were troublesome, and many families
were obliged to remove to the garrison, the men going out in
companies to work on their farms.
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In connection 1vith this meeting there is the following record:
"·whereas there is several men in this Society that hath proposed to
work on the highways Gratis, Jacob Flanders is choose to take a snit·
able time to invite said men to work on the way called Clay hill, and
take the names of them that worketh.''

N otwithst::mding the harclships of the time, the colonists w·ere
prompt in two things,-in paying the minister eYery shilling
in accordance with the original agreement, and improl'ing their
highways. They were also prompt in looking after the claim set
up by the heirs of Capt. John ~Iason. Joseph Coffin, Joseph Ger·
rish, and John Fowler were appointed "to wait on the Lords &
see on what terms they 1vil1 acquit their title to said township.~'
THE KILLIXG OF SABA TIS AND PLAN SAW A.

During the summer, Sahatis and Plansawa, who had stolen
the negroes from Canterbury, made their appearance in Con·
toocook 1vith furs for sale. Mter
1Jeing in the Yicinity for some time,
they suddenly disappeared; and rumor soon reported that Peter Bowen
and John Morril had killed them.
Their bodies were funnel buried near
Stirrup Iron brook. The };"" orthern
Railroad passes o1·er the spot. At
the time of the construction of the
road, in 18-!G, a small image \Yas
thrown up by the "·orkmen, IYhic h is
now in the museum of the Essex Institute, Salem, :Jiass. It undonbtecUy
"·as a " :Medicine., or charm possess·
cd hy one of the Indians, aml IYhich
was usually carried in a hag gaily
clecoratetl \rith beads and colored
porcupine quills. It is hartlly prob·
"IXDIAN 1\IEDICINE."
able that the image is the ideal of an
Indian artist, but more likely that of a :French Canadian priest.
The Jesuits, in their Christianizing of the Indians, made use of
Yarious instrumentalities pandering to the superstitions of the
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aborigines; and this image, in all probability, 'lms a J esnit "l\Iedicine."
ACTIO~

OF THE GOVERNOTI.

'.rhc Indians were killed llnring a period of peace between
France and Enghmd. Rumors of the murder became widP-spread,
and GoY. Shirley of l\fassachusetts wn.s appre h e n~iY e that the Indians would take ren.•nge upon the fronti er. Th e act of Bowen
became an inter-colonial question, resulting in correspomlence between GoY. Shirley and GoY. \Yentworth, inYolYing legisbtive
action, the arrest of DoiYen anll l\Iorril, and n, general excitement
throughout the community. Gov. Shirley began it,-the people
of :l\Iassachusetts, or, rather, His Excelle11cy, bt:ing more exercised in regard to it than any one in New }Lunpshire. He sent
a letter to GoY. \V entworth:
"Boston Feb 4th 175-!
''Sir
'' Yonr excellency may remember my letter to yon dated 17th of
September last wherein I acquaillted you with an account we had of a
barbarous Jl!urtlw· said to be committed u·ithin the Prodnce of 1Yew !lampshire upon tlcn lndiaus of a tribe in amity with the English. I was afraid
it had then come to the knowledge of the Indians, & that complaint
would h~we been made at the conference, bnt no notice was taken of it
then. I have this day received a letter from Capt Lithgow of Fort
Richmond [in Maine] advising me that it is now come to their knowledge & that they are determined to revenge the murtlter.
'' I shall send yonr excellency copy of his letter so far as relates to
this affair. It will probably be attended [with disastrous] consequences
to the Frontier of one or both of the Provinces if this m nrther be not
detecte<l & punished. I will send to Col. l\Iinot who gave me the
first Iufonnation & desire him to obtain all further in formation possible
& transmit it by the next Post, until when yonr excellency has some
knowledge of the Persons concerned so as to be able to secure them.
I doubt not you will think it prudent to keep the affair as private as
may be. I am with great respect, Sir your Excys most Humbl and
most Obedient servt
,, ,V, SHIRLEY."

On the !.lth of February, Gov. Shirley sent a second letter urging
that "justice he done to the Indian s in this unhappy affair."
The action of GoY. Shirley \Yas based on the n.ffidaYits of three
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citizens o£ l\Iassachusetts who had been ·dsiting Contoocook and
Yicinity, and ·who had talked with Bo·wen in regard to the matter.
AFFIDAVITS OF THOl\IAS BARRET

A~D

EPHRAil\I JOXES.

''Thomas Barret & Ephraim Jones, both of lawful age testify & declare that in the month of August 17 53 being in the town of Rumford
in the Province of New Hampshire nt the house of Henry Lovejoy.
"That two Indians one named. Sahbatis & the other Plansawa came
to said Contoocook about the beginning of June & having the value of
about two hundred Pounds Old Tenr in Beavers & other effects: that
said Sabbatis being known to be one of the two Indians who took two
Negroes at that settlement the year before & carried one of them to
Canada, the other making his escape, the said Bowen procured a gallon
of Rum from Rumford & he with one or two others, whose names I do
not remember gave said Indians rum very freely & took an opportunity
to draw the charges out of the Indian's [guns] without their knowledge
& then went with them into the woods & getting some distance apard
said Bowen had an engagement with ~aid Sabbatis who it is said flashed
his gun at him & the sd Bowen struck hiR hatchet in sd Indian Head
then chopped him several times in the Back & afterwards with a knife
stabbed him to death. The other Indian coming up to him begged
him that he would not kill him but sd Bowen without speaking to him
struck him on the head & killed him on the spot & leaving him by the
Path side till next morning it is said that Bowen with his son as it is
supposed went & dug a hole by the Path side & threw them into it &
covered them with earth but w shallow that the dogs or other creatures
uncovered them & the bones have often been seen since.
Thomas Barret
Ephraim Jones.
"l\Iiddlesex ss.
" Concord Feb 0, 17 54.
"Then the above Thomas Barret & Ephraim Jones came before me
the subscriber & made oath to the truth of the foregoing declarations.
'' James .:Minot Justice of the Peace.

"Eleazer .l\lel vin of lawful age testifieth & declares that he heard the
substance of the foregoing Declaration or to the same purport in Aug
last from l\lr. Lovejoy & some others & further declares that about the
same time in conversation with sd Bowen he asked him concerning the
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sd Indians whether they were certainly dead & he answered he would
warrant it & that they never would do any more mischief to the English
or to that effect & if he killed them be did it in his own defence as he
could prove.
"Eleazer Melvin."
LIBERATIO.S OF THE

PRISO~ERS.

Upon the receipt of these affiLla.vits, Gov. \Ventworth caused
the arrest of Bowen and 1\Iorril, who were taken to Portsmouth,
and confined in the jail. The time for their trial was fixed for
Thursday, the 21st of J\Iarch.
The offence of Bowen and l\Iorril was not so great in the eyes
of the citizens of Contoocook and Canterbury, ns in the eyes of
Gov. Shirley. Quite a party of them visited Portsmouth, to be
present at tho trial, o1', ?'ather, befm·e the t1·ial. During the night
before tho assembling of the court, abont one hnndreclmen, armed
with axes and cro,Y-bars, broke open the jail, knocked the irons
from tho limbs of the prisoners, and set then1 at liberty. \Vhat
citizens of Contoocook took part in the affair is not known, except that the leader "·as Simeon Ames, of Canterbury.
GOV. WE.NTWOH.TH~S l\1ESSAGE.

The goyernor brought the affair to the 11otice of the council the
next morning.
[From the Council Records.]
''His excellency acquainted the Council that the high sheriff of the
Province had informed him that at two of the clock in the morning of
this present day a number of persons to the amount of one hundred or
more made an attempt upon the Province Gaol with axes, iron crows &
broke open the doors of the prison & rescued the prisoners indicted for
the murther of two liHlians said to be killed at or near Contoocook VisJohn alias AHthony Bowen & John 1\Iorrel & aided & assisted them the
said Bowen & l\Iorrel in their escape-His Excellency then desired the
Conncil what steps they thot 11ecessary or proper to be taken in the affair
in order to the apprehending the said Bowen or JHorrel or either of them
& bringing the persons who broke open t.he Gaol as aforesaid or was aiding or assisting in the said breach or rescous the Conncil apprehended
that such a number of persons as were supposed to be the authors of
the rescous must be many of them known & as it is suggested that some
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of them are known & may be brought to justice without offering any
reward-but with respect to the two Prisoners Bowen & Morre] that
his excellency be advised & desired to issue a Proclamation offering a
reward of two hundred pounds Old Teur to any person or persons that
shall apprehend the sd Bowen & the like sum of £200 in Old Tenr to any
person or persons that shall apprehend the sd Morrel & bring them or
either of them to his l\laj esty's Gaol in Portsm 0 & all necessary charges
in bringing the said prisoners or either of them to the said Gaol."
Gov. \Yentworth also sent a message to the assembly, asking
that body to aid in upholding the dignity of the state.
TilE OTHEU SIDE OF THE STORY.

The citizens of Contoocook and Canterbury bestirred themselves
to present their side of the story. Col. Joseph Blanchard, justice
of the peace in Bedford, Yisited Canterbury, and took d epositions.
"Elisabeth .llfiles "\\.ife of Josiah .1'Jfiles of. Canterbury in the Province
of New Hampshire Testifies & says--That some time in the month of
1\Iay 1752 two St Francis Indians (as they called themselves) named
Sabbattis & Christo came to Canterbury Sabbattis made his General
Lodging at the said Josiah's House for Eight or Ten Days & was
Treated with all Possible Friendship & Courtesy, N otwithstancling
the said Sabbattis often D if'covered a Restless & Malicious Di sposition
& Several Times (Her husband being absent) with Insulting threats
put her in very great Fear. Constantly kept a long knife Naked in his
hand and on seeing any man come towards the House (of which he kept
a constant watch) arm'd himself-That the evening after he went away
a Negro man of the said Josiah's was taken (named Peer) and another
belonging to James Lindsey of Canterbury aforesaid N ameJ Tom and
carried away said Peer of the value of five hundred pounds Old Tenor
at the least.
"That the said Peer about three days after return'd pinion'd &
llonnd with Indian Lines and said that Sabbattis and Christo had taken
them and that by accident he made hi s Escape.
"That sometime in the month of 1Iay 1753 she was going to the field
and an 1ndian (named Plansaway) spoke to her behind a Fence & asked
for her hnsband who was there at work close by, her husband enquired
what company he had and be said Sabbattis, be enquired what he came
for or how he dare come (meaning Sabbattis) he evaded an answer.
her husband Desired him to go into the hou se (being vehemently suspicious they were designed for Further J\Iischief) where he kept him
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that night and urged the appearance of Sabbattis. Plan sa way said he
was afraid that he or Lindsey would kill him for stealing their negroes
the year Before.
" That after assurance that if he made his appearance he should not
be hurt. Next day searching in the woods found him and after a parley he came in•· The wife of James Lindsey a near neighbor, hearing the Indians
was there came to the house (the Englishmen were all gone out to work)
and finding Sabbattis there said Lindsey's wife urged his ingratitude
that after he had received so much kindness at their house to commit
such a Villanous Act as to Hob her of her slave with some Few more
words to the same Purpose Both the Indians immediately armed themselves with their guns Sabbattis with a long knife and Plansaway with
a H atchet and with a furious Gesture Insulted her holding the Hatchet
over her head making attempts as if he would strike and told her if she
said one word more about it he would split her brains out if he died for
it the next minute--Sabbattis went out to her husband in the field and
told him that if he ever see the said Lindseys wife any more he would
kill her be the event what it would (as her husband then told her) that
the said Sabbattis insisted that the said negro was Lawful Plunder the
Depon ent sold the said Indians two shirts & happened to see them when
they shirted and there was next [their] skin Tyed a Number of small
Metnmp Lines not such as are usually made for Tying Packs-a collar
of a Length about sufficient to go around a l\lans Neck and as she then
apprehended was what is called Captive Lines" That the Deponent and her husband frequently seeing them uncommon Lines Asked what Business Sabbattis and he could have there
as they had not brought their packs for trade-at length Plansaway
said he had a kinsman (named Sabbattis) who had at Cape Sable killed
an In dian and that they agreed for his Redemption (being held by
them) to pay five hundred pounds to get an English Slave.
''That Sabbattis being his Namesake offered to assist him in theRedemption and said the Hunting was best this way.
"That the Indian must be released by the money or other ways (by
Summer) or he must be put to Death.
''Canterbury l\lay 21st 1754
" Before J OSEPII

TILAXCIIARD

''Jus of Peace."

Other documents relating to this affair may he found in N. H.
Prov. Papers, Vol. VI.
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PUBLIC SENTil\IENT.

Public sentiment in Contoocook and Canterbury sided with
Bowen and l\1orrel, though the part taken by the latter in the
murder does not appear. The people rejoiced that the Indians,
who had murdered and scalped many captiYes, were beyond the
possibility of doing further mischief. Gov. Shirley, of l\:Iassachusetts, however, took a different view, and wrote a letter to Gov.
vVentworth urging him to appease the Indians 1y giYing presents
"to the Relatives of the deceased Indians for 'llYiping off' the
Blood as they term it." He also urged the re-arrest of Bowen
and J\Iorrel.
Gov. V{ entworth determined to uphold the dignity of the law,
and the sheriff and his assistants arrested Simeon Ames, of Canterbury, as the ringleader of the liberators.
"I will go with you/' was the prompt reply of Ames when arrested; "but we will have dinner first."
The sheriff was plea::;ed to accept the generous hospitality of
his prisoner.
"Yon will allow me to ride my own horse to Exeter," said
Ames.
The sheriff had no objection, as himself and assistant were
mounted. The party started, and rode till nearly sunset, reaching
Brentwood. The officers-one on each side-had enjoyed the
society of their prisoner. They were ascending a hill ; the officers' horses were jaded, while Ames's ·was comparath·ely fresh,
and very fleet.
"I declare, it is most sunset. Good evening, gentlemen. I
don't think I will go with you any further to-night."
In an instant he was gone. At a touch of the rein the horse
wheeled, and the rider, bowing politely, disappeared. The officers sat upon their horses in blank astonishment, kno"·ing that
it would be useless to attempt to overtake a man who was going
like the wind away from them ;-besides, public sentiment was
on the side of Ames.
Gov. \Ventworth wisely adopted the advice of Go\r. Shirley-to
make a present to the Indians. This was clone, and no further
attempts were made to punish the offenders. The Indians were
appeas ed, and the matter dropped.
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SCOUTING PARTY.

Early m the spring Governor \Veutworth sent out a party under Col. Lo,·ewell, l\hj. 'I'aJford, and Capt. Page, to explore the
"Upper Cohos." John Stark was employed as guide, he having
been taken up the Connecticut when ca ptnred by the Indians.
'I'he party left Rumford l\hrch 10, r eached Piermont in se,·en
days, spent one night on the Lanks of the Connecticut, and then,
though no Indians were seen, made a precipitate return.
PllOPRIETORS' 1\IEETI~G.

l\hy 19. l\Ieeting at Contoocook £175 was Yotecl to the
support of l\Ir. SteYens, at the rate of 29" per pound. Six of
the Newbury proprietors attem1ed the meeting,-Samuel Fowler, Edmund l\Iorss, Thomas Person, Samuel Gerrish, John
Thorln, and Joseph Coffin. £12 was voted to each man as compensation for time and expense.
The money voted at the meeting in 1752 for the construction
of a fort not having been expended, it was voted to divide the
money.
CAPTURE OF THE l\IELOOX FA:II'[!LY.

B efore the month was through, the Indians began their depredations.
It was known that parties of Canadian savages were in the
vicinity ;-their foot-prints had been disco,·ered; they had been
seen. Some of the settlers farthest from the fort had hastened to
place themselves under the protection of the garrison. At this
time l\Ir. \Villimn Emery had erected a log house at th e foot of
Corser hill, a few rods west of Little brook, on bud owned by :.Miss
Nancy E. Couch.
Mr. Emery knew that Indians were in the region, and, his wife
being sick, hastily abandoned his house on the 10th of l\hy, leaving all his goods, and fleeing to the fort.
l\Ir. N atlmniel l\Ieloon, one of the first settlers of the town, had
pushed five miles beyond Emery's-a mile beyond the northerly
line of the town-and built a home in \Vest Stevenstown, not far
from the present \Vest Salisbury meeting-house. l\Ir. l\Ieloon's
family consisted of himself, wife, and five children,-Nathaniel,
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thirteen years old, :l \Iary cleYen, llaclutel ten, John six, DaYid
three, an<l Sarah thirteen months.
J\Ir. J\Ieloon started before sunrise, on the morning of the 11th,
for Penacook, but \Yas captured by the Indians probably not far
from Emery's house, which they ln·oke open and rifled. J\Ir. Meloon was on horseback, and the horse being of no use to them, they
left it tied at Emery's. Taking their captiYe with them, they
returned to his house about nine o'clock. Nathaniel \ras at \York
in the fieltl. It would seem that the boy discovered the Indians
about the same time that they saw him. He took to the woods,
and, although pursued by two, managed to secrete himself. At
the direction of the Indians his father called him, but the tones
of his Yoice \Yere of \Yarning, and he did not come out from his
hiding-place till the Indians had left. He ran to the riYer, S\Yam
it several times to elude pursuit, and hastened towards the fort,
but met Stephen Gerrish, John Flanders, \Villimn Emery, and
others, who were out on a scout, and returned with them to find
Emery's house plundered, and his father's horse at the door.
They proceeded to \Vest Stevensto\Yn, and found his father's house
also rifled.
The attack was on Saturtlay, the 11th of J\Iay. On the next
\Veclnesday, the 15th, Stcpl1en Gerrish was in Portsmouth, laying the case before the Goyernor and Council, soliciting aid for
the defence of the town.
[From the Council Records.]
''At a council holden in Portsmouth on 'Vcdnesday 1\lay 15th 175±.
''Present
His excellency the GoYernor
Henry Sherburne l
Theodore Atkinson I
Richd "\V. bird
r Esqr.
Jno Downing

J

Sampson Sheaffe }
Dan:el 'Varner
Eeqr.
Joseph Newmarch
"l\Ir. Stephen Gerrish appearing at this Board presented a petition
of Phineas Stevens & eight others inhabitant at Contoocook setting
forth that the Indians had begun hostilities in that part & baJ. captivated a family & rifled the house of another &c & being examined what
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he knew of the affair says on Sat. the 11th Inst he saw a lad son of
Nathaniel :Malloon who lived at a place called Stevenstown about five
miles from Contoocook who informed him that his father & family were
taken as he supposed by the Indians he having seen a number of Indians near his fathers house which occasioned him the sd lad to run into
the woods by which he escaped upon which report the said Gerrish &
sundry others went immediately to the house where they had found the
feather beds emptied upon the floor & the tickius carry'd off-1\lost of
the meal that was in the house was carry 'd.
" They tracked the Indians some way from the hou se-that the family consisting of the man his wife & three children were all gone off
and by the said signs he imagined were all carried into captivity. The
petitioners therefore prayed some speedy snccoms to guard & defend
them to prevent if possible future depredations-upon which petition
& information his excellency asked the council what they would advise
in the Premises. The council considering thereof did advise His Excellency to give the necessary orders for enlisting or impressing twenty
effective men to be immediately sent to Contoocook, Canterbury &
Stevcnsto wn to be destineJ as his excellency shall think most advantageous for guarding the inhabitants in these parts one month. "
The Indians were mercenary, rather than revengeful and bloodthirsty. Tempting as the scalps of the captives might he, the
1i,·eR of the French in Canada, the rum and the blankets and
trinkl'ts which the English slaves would sell for, awakene<.l their
greed, anll the captive family were not inhumanly treated.
Her infant was sick, and the savages, under pretence of giYing
it medicine, took it from the mother's arms, and the parents never
again beheld it.
THE PRISOXERS IX CANADA.

ArriYing in Canada, the prisoners were sold to the French, and
the family separated. A chilcl-J oseph-was born, November 20,
1755. In 1751, Mr. l\Ieloon, his wife, aml three sons were shipped on a French vessel for France; but the ship was taken by a
British man-of-war, off N ewfonnJlancl, and they were hmdecl in
Portland, from whence they made their way to Contoocook,
and finally to their log cabin in Salisbury, where life was once
more begun.
Rachel was left behind in Canada. Being but ten years old at
the time of her captiYity, and living with the Indians, sh e took
readily to their mode of life. In 1763, Samuel Fowler, Esq., un-
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dertook to bring her home. He found her, at the age of fourteen,
in her habits and predilections, an Indian. She had little inclination to return to civilized life, and l\Ir. Fowler found it necessary
to use great precaution on his return, for fear she might give him
the slip, and make her way back to Canada. She returned to Salisbury, subsequently married, but never wholly forgot the habits of
her captivity.
The affidavits of William Emery, John Flanders, and Nathaniel
::rvieloon, Jr., are preserved in the Provincial Records of New
Hampshire, Vol. VI, and are of interest as picturing the event.
TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM E::\IERY.

"·william Emery of Contoocook in the Province of New Hampshire
of Lawful age-Testifies & says-That on the Tenth Day of .l\1ay 1754
his wife being ill & People afraid to tarry & take care of her there being
au Outhouse moved her into Town with the rest of the family about
five miles-the next morning he Returned to his House & found it Plundered what of his goods was not carried off was spoilt of the value &
to his damage Two Hundred Pounds Old Tenor at the Least & the same
time found Nathl l\Ialoon's Horse tyecl at his said House which .Maloon
his wife Rachel & Sarah & son Samuel were captivated & carried away
by the Indians & of clothing Bedding & Provisions of the value of two
hundred & thirty Pounds Old Tenor at the least.
" Province of New}
Hampshire
'~Contoocook

"May 220. 17 54 the above Named William Emery made oath to the
truth of the aforesaid written Depositi~n before
''JOSEPH BLAXCHARD

" Just of Peace "
TESTIMONY OF JOHN FLANDERS.

"John Flanders of Contoocook in the Province of New Hampshire of
Lawful age Testifys & says' That in May 17 53 an Indian named Planseway came to Contoocook
aforesaid exulting & telling of his Frequent coming to that place in
the war how many he killed & taken [from] Merrymack in the
war-The Deponent told him that in the Fall he intended to Catch
some Beaver to make him a hat & asked Planseway if he would hurt
him if he see him, who answered yes if he found him a hunting he
would kill him & earnestly repeated it several times-
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"And the Deponent further says That on the 11th day of May 1754
in the Forenoon at Contoocook aforesaid "\Villiam Emery came to the
Body of the Town & Informed that somebody had that morning broke
open his house taken many things & spoiled others, a house his family
had moved from the night Before all his clothing (his beds empty'd &
ticks cut to pieces) & supposed it to be Indians the Deponent & others
Immediately went, found the house strip'd & Plunder'd to the said Emery's Damage at least Two hundred Pounds old Tenor.
''That they proceeded to the house of Nathaniel il1eloon in Stevenstown so called which was about six miles Farther& met with said Meloon's
Eldest son wlto gave account of the Indians that clay captivating his
Father & l\Iother & three children who returned with the scout to his
Father's house where they found it plundered & strip'd & by the
best accts the Deponent could get of the things missing broke & Cutt
to pieces were of the value & to J\Ieloons damage at least two hundred & thirty pounds old Tenor.
Contoocook ]\fay 22d
" Province of
}
175±
New Hampshire
"The above named John Flanders made Oath to the truth of the
aforewritten Deposition.
" Before JosEPH BLA::s"CITARD
"just Peace
''A copy exam'cl by "\Villiam Parker. Not Pub."
TESTil\IONY OF NATHANIEL 1\IELOO.N.

"Nathaniel Jfaloon the son of Nathaniel l\Ialoon of Stevenstown in
New Hampshire aged about U years Testifies & says" That at Stevenstown aforesaid on the 11th day of :\lay 175! in the
morning before suurise his Father set out Designing to go to Penacook
a place of about twenty miles distant whose road went by the house of
1\Ir. 'Villiam Emery of Contoocook. That the same morning about
nine of the clock the Deponent was at work in his Fathers field & soon a
number of Indians he thought ten or a dozen running to the house &
too took after the Deponent, but a thicket near was Quick out of sigh t
& made his escape & hid not far off. Some time afterwards he heard
his Father call him sundry times,; That after he supposed the Indians Drawn off made his escape to
Contoocook.
" Province of
(At Contoocook
New Hampshire Sthe 22d of May 175!.
" The above named &c
" Before JosEPH BLAXCHARD
"Jus Peace."
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EXPEDITION TO THE UPPER COXXECTICUT.

A report that the Indians 'vere building a fort on the upper
Conneeticnt induced the GoYernor and Council to send out another
and stronger party to reconnoitre the country. It '-ras commanded
by Capt. Peter Powers, of Hollis. T·he company assembled at
Rumford, and on Saturday, June 15th, marched to Contoocook.
The beginning of the march is given from Powers's journal:
''Sat June 15th 175±. This day left Rumford & marched to Contoocook which is about 8 miles & here tarried all night.
"Sunday June 16 This day tarried at Contoocook & went to meeting & tarried here all this night.
''][on Jttne 17 This morning fair & we fixed onr packs & went &
put them on board our canoes about nine of the clock & some of the
men went in the canoes & the rest on the shore. And so we marched
up the river l\Ierrimack to the crotch or parting thereof & then up the
Pemigewasset about one mile & a half & camped above the carrying
place, which carrying place is about one hundred rods long, & the whole
of this days work is about thirteen miles."

The route -was up Baker's riYer. The party reached the Connecticut at Piermont, where four of their number, being disabled,
descended the Connecticut to Charlestown in a canoe, while the
others pushed on up the Ammonoosuc nearly to Littleton, and
then crossed a ridge of hi gh laml to the Connecticut in Dalton,
and from thence 'n:>nt as far north as I~rael's rinr. The main
body encamped there, '-rhile Powers and two men pushed up the
valley to the present town of N orthumberlancl, whence they came
upon a fresh Indian trail. X ot deeming it prudent to proceed any
farther, the company returned to their packs, which had been left
on the Ammonoosuc, and from thence to the present Yillage of
HaYerhill, ~whieh they reachell July G. The leaYes of the diary
giYing an account of the return are wanting, hut in all probability Capt. Powers arriYed at Contoocook about a week later.
This was the first exploration of the upper Yalley of the Connecticut.
ATTACK ON

STEVE.XSTOW~.

In August, the Imlians, umler Capt. ,John Sasup, swooped down
upon East Steyenstown. Philip Call, one of the early settlers of
Contoocook, had concluded to locate himself on the rich interYale
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of Stevenstown. He built his cab in nea.r the l\ferrirna.ck, about
a mile a.nd a. ha.lf beyond the north line of Contoocook, near wha.t
is 110\Y South Franklin. It wa.s on the 15th of the month tha.t the
Indians ma.de their attack l\Irs. Ca.ll a.ncl her son's wife a.nd infant '''er e in the honse, while the father, son, a.nd Timothy Cook,whose father ha.d been killed, in 174G, at Chy hill,-were a.t work
in the field. Upon the approach of the Indians, l\frs. Ca.ll, sen ior,
met them a.t the door, and wa.~ in stantly killed by a blow from a.
t01naha.wk. She fell across the threshohl. l\1rs. Philip Call,
junior, with her infa.nt, cmwled into a hole behind the chimney.
She succeeded in keeping h er child qniet, and was not discovered.
The father and son had seen the Indians, a.nd attempted to get to
the hou se in advance of them, but, discovering that there wa.s a
large p~rty, took to the woods. Cook fled towanls the l\1errima.ck,
plunged in, but \Yas shot a.nd scalped. Philip made a.ll h ast e to
Contoocook, swi mmin g the river several times to baffle hi s pursuers. The Indians, about thirty in number, rifled the bouse,' and,
suspecting that a. party ·would be sen t up from the fort, secreted
themseh'es in the woods.
The force sent ont from the fort consisted of thirteen men.
The Indians allowetl them to pa.ss, rose from their ambush, ga.ve
a -whoop, made a rush, bnt succeeded only in capturing Enos
Bishop, \Yhose home was on Queen street, west of the house now
owned by Prof. John J acknum.
The remaining twel..e, disconcerted l,y th e suddenness of the
attack, fled in every direction, and finally all reached the fort,
not having fired a gun.
BISIIOI''S CAPT IVITY.

Bishop wa.s taken to Canada., reaching St. Fra.ncis village in
thirteen days, with Sa.mnel Scribner and John Parker taken from
SteYenstown. They were sold to Frenchmen.
In October, Bishop found means to send a letter to Rev. J edediah Jewett, of Rowley, l\hss.
1
' 1\lontreal, Oct.19, 1754.
"Rev. Sir-The reason of my directing these lines to you is because
it seems most likely that they will sooner arrive to the hands of a person of your note than to any body else. Before I proceed I shall give
you a short description of my captivity. That day Sir, in August last
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[the 151h] that you left my house at Contoocook I was taken by the Indians & by them carried to St. Francois, where we arrived in thirteen
days; & after I had been with them eight weeks they sold me to a
French gentlemen for 300 livres, which sum must be paid before I can
be free which looks somewhat difficult to me. But I hope I have some
friend in Rowley that will contribute that sum for my relief; & I shall
take it a favor with you if you will move a contribution in your parish.
There will be no difficulty in my redemption if the money be paid &
there is no difficulty in coming at any time of the year. In the winter
the people pass on the ice all the way to Albany except a few mijes.
Inform the people at Contoocook that l\laloon & his wife are sold to a
French minister near Quebeck, & his boy in this town & his oldest girl is
with the Indians; their youngest child died I believe at St. Francois
about a month ago. Samuel Scribner who was taken at Bakerstown
where I was I hear is sold to the french at Chambly, about 12 miles from
this place; & Robert Barker taken at the same place sold to a Frenchman about a mile from St. Francois. They all desire release.
''I can write no more at present only to ask an interest in your prayers & 'beg leave to subscribe myself
' 'Your most obedient & humble servant
"Enos Bishop.
"N. B. Caution the frontier to be on their guard. If any person
comes or sends for nw let them repair to Col. John Lydius, of Albany
for direction."
The families on the outskirts of the town, and all that had settled in Stevenstown, upon the attack of the Indians abandoned
their homes and fletl to the fort. The citizens organized for defence.
THE ALARl\I.

Two of the party sent up from the fort at the time of the attack
upon Philip Call were Ephraim Foster and Andrew :Moor. Possibly they were not citizens of Contoocook, as no other mention of
their names is found in any of the records or documents. It is
probable that they were sent to alarm the lower towns, for we find
Andrew l\IcClary, of Epsom, hastening to Portsmouth and giving
the Governor and Council information concerning the attack.
McClary's account is on record in the "Conncill\1inntes." The
attack was on the 15th. On the 18th, :McClary was in the council
chamber, at the capitol, giving the following statement:
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"Portsmouth Aug 18, 1754:.
"The saill Anurew :McClary being examined declared that Eph'm
Foster & Stephen l\Ioor acquainted the declarant that tl1ey were at
Stevensto wn the day after the mischief was done by th e Indians &
found the bo::ly of Mrs. Call lying dead near the door of her house,
scalped & her head almost cut off & upon further search found the body
of a man named Cook dearl & scalped. That the Indians were supposed
to be about thirty in nnmber according to the account of eight men.
[l\Ir. Price, writing from tradition, says thirteen-possibly a misprint.]
that upon hearing the news went immediately from Contoocook to Stevenstown & in that way passed the enemy who soon followed them & seeing the Indians too many in number to engage they parted & endeavored
to escape. One of the company, one Bishop, stood sometime & fired at
the Indians, hnt was soon obliged to run. Cook was found dead by the
river's side. Bishop supposed to be killed & sunk in the river, he being
still missing-that there were two men belonging to the plantation at a
distance working in a meadow, that as yet were not come in [Scribner and
Barker] And it is fear ed they had fallen into the hands of the enemythat as th e declarant had understood all the inhabitants consisting of
about eight families were come down into the lower tow u & had left
their improvements, corn, hay & cattle.''
CAPT.

JOH~

WEBSTER.

\Vhen t h e attack was made on \Vest Stevenstown, in J\1ay, and
the J\Icloon family captured, Gov. \Ventworth ordered Capt. J olm
\Vel)ster, of l\Ianch ester, to march at once with twenty men to
protect the inhabitants in the vicinity of Contoocook. The company marehed on Jun e 24:; hut no enemy being then in the vicinity, the men r eturned to their hom es.
The attack on East Stevenstown, and the disaster to the party
that went up from Contoocook, created universal alarm.
TROOPS CALLED OUT.

The Council advised the calling out of a large force. On
August 16, the follov;ing order was issued to Col. Joseph Blanchanl, of Dunstahle :
'' To Col Joseph Blanchard,
"Upon the mischief clone by the Indians at Stevenstown, I have ordered a detachment from Captain Odlins troop* of 24 men and officers
"'This company was from Exeter and vicinity.
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to command, also a like number from Captain Stevens troop to guard
t he inhabitants in that frontier until I can relieve them by a sufficient
number of foot & as your regiment lies contiguous to the frontier where
t he mischief was done I have thought proper to order & direct that you
forthwith enlist and impress fifty men or more, if you think that number is not sufficient & put them under an officer you can confide in &
order them forthwith to march to Contoocook & Stevenstown to relieve
the detachment of horse posted there.
" B. 'YENTWORTU."
CAPT. GOFFE'S COl\IPANY.

The company was commanded by John Goffe, of D erryfield.
Robert Rogers, afterwards the renowned ranger, enlisted as a private in this company. From Contoocook were the follo\Ying citizens:
Dea. Jesse Flanders,
Stephen Hoit,
Jacob Hoit,

J olm Flanders,
\Yilliam Courser,
Joseph Eastman, Jr.

The company was in serYice during the winter, frequently making long marches on snow-shoes. The head-quarters were in the
garrisons of Canterbury and Contoocook.
DEATH OF llEV. l\IH. STEVENS.

Jan. 10, 175:5. The people of Contoocook met with a sad loss
in the death of Rev. J\ir. Stevens, who for fifteen years had been
their minister, and who had taken an active part in all of the affairs of the plantation.
Rev. l\fr. Price says of him,-" \Ve have not the means of ascertaining particularly the success of his labors, for want of church
records ; but that he \Yas very dt>ar to the people of his charge,
and his services satisfactory, are evidenced by their united attachment to his interest amid the trying scenes and sufferings to
which he and they ·were called."
l\IH. STEVEXS'S ESTATE.

The amount of worldly effects owned by l\fr. Stevens will be
seen from the appraisers' account:
'' 'Ye the Subscribers being appointed a Committee to apprize the
Estate real & personal of the Revd .Mr Phinehas Stevens, late of the J>lace
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called Contoocook within his l\Iajestys Province of New Hampshire,
Clerk Deceased, being first sworn to the faithful Discharge of the said
Trust have taken the following Inventory of the said Estate.
''Vis'' Of personal Estate'' Imprimis. To Books7.10. 0.
1\lr Pool's Synopses Criticorum in five volumes in Folio
1. 5. 0.
Other books the whole of them
2.10. 0
Item, To a Swivel Gun
45.12. 6.
item, To Beds, Beudiug & Bedsteads
12.10. 0
item, To Pewter
3. 2. 6.
item, To two warming pans
5.10. 0.
item, To two Looking Glasses
4. 0. 0.
item, To two Brass Kettles
item, To a toasting-Iron & Gridiron
0. 6. 0.
item, To a Spit
0. 6. 0.
item, To a Spool wheel
1. 5. 0
item, To a Cupboard
0.15. 0.
item, To two Caggs
0.10. 0.
item, To a great ·wheel
o. 5. 0
item, To Andirons
0. 8. 0.
item, To Tongs
0. 6. 0.
item, To another pair of Tongs & fire shovel & irons
2.10. 0.
item, To an iron Kettle
0.12. 0.
item, To two iron Trammels
1. 5. 0.
item, To a little Pot
0.12. 0.
item, To t'vo Box irons & Heater
1.10. 0.
item, To five Chairs at 0.3.9. apiece
0.18. 9.
item, To a Frying Pan
0. 6. 0.
item, To an iron Pot
[-]
item, To a pair of hand-Bellows
0. 5. 0.
item, To a brass Skillet & Frame
0.10. 0.
item, To another brass Skillet & Frame
0.12. 6.
item, To a brass Skimmer
0. 5. o.
item, To three tables at 58 apiece
0.15. 0.
item, To a Cradle
o. 2. 6.
item, To hay at the 1\:Ieddeo
~. 2. 6.
item, To 2 Tobes·
0.10. 0.
item, To Iron
0. 2. 6.
Chaffing Dish
0. 5. 0.
item, To a Coat,
2. o. 0.
item, To a great Coat
1. 0. o.
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item,
item,
item,
item,
item,
item,
item,
item,
item,
item,
item,
item,
item,
item,
item,
item,
item,
item,
item,
item,

To two Gowns
To Stockings
To a pair of Leather Breeche3
To a Jacket
To a Hat
To a pair of Boots
To Shoes
To a Morter Pestel
To a Razor
To Shirts
To a half Bushel & Sive
To one old Saddle & Bridle
To Tea Furniture
To two Chests
To an old Portmantle
To Salt
To Glass Bottles
To an ax
To a Sci the to cut Bushes
To Plow irons

"
item,
item,
item,
item,
item,

To a l\lare
To two Cows
To a Heifer
To a Calf
To five Sheep
To three Swine

3.10. o.
0.18. 6.
0.15. 0.

2. 0.
0.15.
0. 5.
o. 7.
0. 0.
2. o.
0. 5.
2. 0.
0.10.
1. o.
0. 5.
0.10.
o. 5.
0. 5.
0.12.
1. 5.

o.
0.

o.
6.
6.

o.
o.
0.

o.
o.
o.
0.
0.

o.
G.

o.

Stock.

30. o. 0.
12.10. o.
3. 0. o.
1.10. o.
2.10. o.
6. 5. o.
"Real Estate & Buildings.

"Imprimis, To the House-Lot, House & Barn
90. 0.
item, a House in the Garrison
item, To a five acre Intervale Lot
25. 0.
item, To a Honse Lot adjoining to Ensign Joseph Eastman's 25. 0.
item, To one eighty acre Lot, half an eighty-acre Lot, & two
House-Lots all joining together
215. 0.
item, To one hundred acre Lot
25. 0.
item, To one common Right
7. 0.
item, To half a hundred-acre lot, & half a common Right
lG. 5.
item, To one eighty-acre-Lot iu the Township of Rumford
62.10.
APPLICATION FOR

Jan. 28.

INCORPORATIO~

0.
0.
0.

0.
0.
0
0.
0.''

AS A TOWN.

At a meeting of the proprietors in Newbury, a third
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attempt was m'ade to obhtin corporate powers; but in consequence
of the intense cold, the meeting adjourned without action to February 11.
Feb. 11. The proprietors met at the house of Daniel Clark.
Joseph Greenleaf and Joseph Gerrish were chosen a committee to
petition the Great and General Cohrt for an enlargement of the
powers of the proprietors in regard to the collection of taxes.
June 12. At a meeting in Contoooook, Benj. Lunt, Henry
Rolfe, and Joseph Coffin ·were appointed to settle -n·ith the administrator of Rev. Mr. Stevens's estate.
To defray the current expenses of the plantation, £400 was appropriated.
George Jackman, Stephen Gerrish, and Jacob Flanders were
chosen to look after the parsonage.
Joseph Coffin, Benj. Lunt, and Henry Rolfe were appointed a
committee to procure "twenty pounds of po1Yder, lead, & flints,
[or their] equivelent [and] to take care of the same."
Ninety pounds was voted towards defraying the expenses incurred at the funeral of Rev. 1\Ir. Stevens.
A committee was appointed to secure the services of another
preacher, and Rev. 1\Ir. Varney was employed.
THE l\IINISTER'S LOT.

Feb. 7, 175G. The proprietors met at the meeting-house, but,
on account of the cold, an adjournment was had to the nearest
dwelling-house. Capt. Stephen Gerrish, Jacob Flanders, and Dea.
George Jackman were chosen a committee to provide further
preaehing.
Ezekiel Flanders and Samuel Fowler were appointed a committee to see whether a lot of eighty acres should be set off to the
right of the first settled minister.
TWO CITIZENS KILLED BY INDIANS.

1\Ir. Flanders, who was thus chosen, soon after went to Newfound lake, in Hebron, accompanied by Edward Emery, to set
their traps for beaver. \Vhile there they 1vere waylaid by Indians. One was shot while skinning a beaver, and the other
while carrying a beaver into camp, as was subsequently learned
from the Indians.
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THE CHATITER.

Another attempt vms made to obtain a town charter. Joseph
Coffin, John 1\Ioody, and Stephen Gerrish were a ppointecl to press
the claims of the plantation before the GoYernor and Council.
The efforts of the committee were in this end successful, as will
be seen further on.
ESCAPE OF

E~OS

BISHOP FROl\I CARADA.

In October, Enos Bishop, who had been captured by the Indians,
in 175±, made his escape from Canada. From a letter published
in the N 1': Jliercury, Oct. 25, 1756, written by an officer in the
garrison at No. 4, Charlestown, we have an account of his escape:
"No 4, Oct 4, 1756.
''This day arrived here one Enoch Bishop, an English captive from
Canada, who was taken two years since. He left Canada twenty-six
days ago in company with two other English captives viz : 'Villiam
Hair late of Brookfield enlisted in Gen. Shirley's regiment & taken at
Oswego; the other name unknown taken from Pennsylvania. They
came away from Canada without a hatchet, gun or fire works, & with
no more than three loaves of uread & four pounds of pork. As
they suffered much for want of provisions, his companions were not
able to travel any farther than a little this side of Cowass [Coos] where
he was obliged to leave them last Lord's Day without any sustenance
but a few berries. Six men were this moruing sent out to look for
them but it is feared they perished in the wilderness.''
SOLDIERS IS THE FI!EXCH WAR.

\Ve have not been able to ascertain what citizens of Contoocook
enlisted in the war against the French and Indians. It is not likely
that their names would he found on the proprietors' records. It is
known that l)hilip Flanders was killed at Crown Point. He was
a ranger in 1\Iaj. Rogers's company. H e was the son of Jacob
Flanders, one of the first settlers, and lived at the south end of
"\Vater street. He was brother of Dea. Jesse }"landers, ·who was
in one or more of the campaigns against the French and Indlans.
Andrew Bohonon, one of the first settlers of Contoocook, also
sernd in one or more campaigns. He was brother-in-law of
Philip and Jesse Flanders, having married their sister Tabitha.
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SAl\IUEL FOWLER'S DISSEXT.

June 1, 17 57. A proprietors' meeting was held, and a committee, consisting of Joseph Coffin, John l\Ioody, aml Capt. Stephen Gerrish, was appointed "to provide some suitable gentleman
to preach."
l\Ir. Samuel Fowler again entered his tlissent, which is on
record:
[From the Records. J

''To the proprietors of Contoocook in their annual meeting assembled.
''The humble petition of Samuel Fowler sheweth that your petitioner as a proprietor among you hath hitherto used his best endeavors
according to his ability to promote the settlement and advantage of the
plantation and his estate therein has born its part to all the publick
tax~s thereof for that end, but as your petitioner, which is not unknown to you is of a different persuasion from you with respect to the
publick worship of God among you and as he is now about to take his
estate i11to his own hands, cannot with freedom of conscience pay the
ministerial taxes for the support of publick 'Vorship in your way he
humbly intreats your compassionate regards in that respect. And as
our king thro the kindness of God has been pleaseu to exempt those of
this persuasion from such taxes you would also be pleased to free your
petitioner from the like ta:s: in this place & yonr petitioner will still be
willing to use his best endeavors for the good of the plantation & pay any
other taxes or charges which in Law reason or justice may be thought
equitable & in any other proper way pay or bear his full proportion of
charge for promoting the interest of the plantation that so his land
or interest in this place may not be sold for the ministerial taxes, which
otherwise they will be liable to which as your petitioner upon the most
serious reflection on the case sees no way to prevent, and therefore
again Legs your favour in this respect, which will greatly oblige your
petitioner who on this occasion hopes he shall be ready on all proper
opportunities to treat you with suitable tokens of acknowledgement.
" SAl\IUEL FowLER."

Up to this time :Mr. Fowler had resided in Newbury, but during the year removed to Contoocook. He 1vas an original proprietor, and accepted with his associates the grant which stipulated
that a minister should be supported. His associates might have
pleaded, against his rights of conscience, that he voluntarily and
without protest accepteJ the grant, and was therefore debarred
from dissent; but ·with great liberality they waived all limitations, and passed the following votes :
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''Voted that the prayer of the petitioner
1750.''
'' Voted that the prayer of the petitioner be
" Voted that the praye r of the petitioner
1752."
''Voted that the prayer of the petitioner
also for 1755.''

be granted for the year
granted for 17 51.:'
be gran ted for the year
be answered for 17 53 &

The committee on preaching employed R ev. Stephen Scales,
who began to preach during the summer.
CAPTURE OF l\IOSES JACKl\IAX BY I.NDIANS.

During the month of June, four Indians made their appearance
in Canterbury, near the house of Thomas Clough. The family
were not at home. The Indians entered the bouse, secured some
meal, and secreted themselves in the woods.
In a field near by, a negro, Dorset, and l\Ioses Jackman, son of
Ricluud Jackman of Contoocook, eleYen years old, were hoeing
corn. The first :intimation Jackman had of the presence of the Indians was their uprising around him. Dorset seized Jackman, and
started to run with him ; hn t they soon separated, Jackman running
towards the barn, and the negro towards the woods. Jackman
stumbled ::mel fell, n.nd was taken. Ho once escaped, but wn.s
recaptured, and intimidated 1y the \\·ielding of a tomahawk
over his hen-d. Dorset was oYertaken. He made a desperate resistance, n.ncl ·wn.s bn.dly beaten n.bont the hen.d. He cried lustily
for help, n.nd his cries \Yere hen.rd by others u,t work half n. mile
n.wn.y, who understood the meaning of it, and fled to the garrison,
at the house of Ca.pt. Jeremiah Clough.
l\Irs. Thomas Clough had a nn.rrow escape. She saw the Indin.ns, and made haste to the gn.rrison. The aln.rm was given, hut
too ln.te to prevent them from carrying off their captives.
The route tn.ken by the sayages was up the l\Ierrimack, probn,bly to Fra.nldin, where they crossed over the falls, one Indian
cn.rrying Jackman on his shoulders. They travelled fast, n.ncl n.t
night encamped on Smith's river, in \Yhat is now the town of
Hill. Jackman \Yas barefoot, n.nd the Indin.ns kindly supplied
him with moccasons. The Im1ians made a rapid march to Cann.da.
Arriving n.t l\Iontreal, the two cn.ptiYes were imprisoned for a
fortnight, while the Indians were trading off their furs. J aclnnan
wn.s sold to a Frenchman, and separated from Dorset, whom he
never saw or heard from again.
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\Yhile in captivity, J acknum saw an Indian chief wlw had often
been in Contoocook. The Indian recognized l1im at once. J-ackman remained in captivity till 17G1, when peace was declared,
and he was brought home by Enos Bishop, who went in quest of
him. Bishop was peculiarly fitted to bring l1im tl1rough the wilderness, having made his escape in 175--1-. Jackman was kindly
treated, and o1tained a knowledge of the French language during
the four years of his captivity.
CLOSE OF THE FREXCH AND

INDIA~

WAR.

1758-59. The proprietors' books contain no important records for these years; but great events were taking place elsewhere. On the 24th of July, 1159, Niagara was taken by the
British and colonial forces; on the 27th, Gen. Amherst took possession of Ticonderoga. On the 13th of September the battle on
the Plains of Abraham was fought, and the lilies of France gave
place to the cross of St. George, in America. It was one of the
decisi1·e battles of l1istory,- one of the turning-places of human
destiny.
From that day forth there were to be no more midnight alarms
of sa-vage foes, no more tomahawking and scalping, no more captivity for settlers on the frontier, no more murdering, burning, or
plundering, but peace, prosperity, and the beginning of a new era
in American I1istory.
Gen. \Volfe, though dead, was a hero. His effigy was painted
on tavern signs, hi s memory landed everywher e.
A few days before the battle on the Plains of Abraham, a
British fleet under Admiral Boscawen defeated a French fleet off
Cape Vincent, in Portugal. The engagement occurred August 20,
and the neiYS reached America in September, just as intelligence
arrived of the victory at Quebec. \Volfe, Boscawen, and Amherst
were the h eroes of the hour.
In all of the large towns the e1·ents were celebrated with festivities. In Newbury an ox was killed, and the quarters roasted on
a huge gridiron, near Hev. l\Ir. Sewell's meeting-house. The proprietors of Contoocook residing in Newbury shared in the enjoyments of the jubilee. Speeches were made, songs were sung, cannon fired, aml men drank punch, egg-nog, and toddy to their
hearts' content.
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CHAPTER V.
THE TOWN.

~HE efforts of the committee appointed to secure

:1 town charThe charter was granted on th e 22cl
of April~ to continue two years. T h e reason for this limitati on is
wholly a matter of conjecture.

~ ter iYere successful.

THE CHARTER .

"Province of New Ham pshire George the Second by the Grace of God,
of Great Britain, France & Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith
&c.
"To all whom these presents may come.
Greeting.
""Whereas our :loyal subjects inhabitants of a tract of land within
our Province of :New Hampshire known by the name of Contoocook,
have humbly petitioned & requested that they may be erected & incorporated into a t ownship & enfranchised with the powers & priYileges
which other towns within our said Province by law have & enjoy; and
it appearing to ns to be conducive to the general good of our said province , as well as t o the said inhabitants in particular, by maintaining
order & encouraging the culture of lands, that the same should be
done:
" Know ye therefore that of Our Special Grace's certain knowledge,
& for the encouraging the good order & purpose aforesaid, by & with
the advice of our trusty & well beloved Benning "Wentworth Esq, our
Governor & commander in chief & of our council for said Province of
New Hampshire, have erected~- ordained, & by these presents, for us,
our heirs & successors, do will & ordain that the inhabitants of the
tract of land aforesaid or that shall inhabit or improve thereon, the
same being limited & bounded as follows:
'' Begining at the southerly side of Contoocook river's mouth, where
the same falls into Merrim ack river, running thence a course west sev-
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enteen degrees south, seven miles one hundred rods, measured from a
forked white pine near the mouth of Contoocook river, to a pitch pine
& heap of stones;-& from said pitch pine & heap of stones running
north seventeen degrees west seven miles to a forked beach marked; &
thence on a course east seventeen degrees south north to the 1\Ierrimack river to a heap of stones ; thence by the river as the same runs
to the month of Contoocook river again where it began: Shall have, &
by these presents are declared, ordained to be a town corporate, & are
hereby erected & incorporated in to a body politic & corporate, to have
a continuance two years only by the name of Boscawen, with all the
powers, authorities, privileges, immunities & franchises which any other
town in said Province by law holds & enjoys; always reserving to us,
our heirs & successors, all white pine trees that are, or shall be found
growing, & being on said land fit for the use of our Royal Navy, reserving to us, our heirs & successors, t1le power & right of dividing said
town when it shall appear necessary & convenient for the benefit of the
inhabitants thereof; P1·ovided nevetthel~ss, & it is hereby declared, that
this our charter & Grant is not intended, nor shall in any manner be
construed to extend to or affect the private property of the soil within
the limits aforesaid; & as the several towns within our said province
of New Hampshire are by the laws thereof enabled & authorized to
assemble & by a majority of votes present to choose all such officers &
transact such affairs as by said laws are declared.
""redo by these presents nominate & appoint Col Joseph Coffin Esq
to call the first meeting of said inhabitants, to be held within said tow11
within sixty days from the date hereof, by giving legal notice of the
time & design of holding snch meeting;-after which the annual meeting of said town for the choice of such officers & the management of
the affairs aforesaid shall be held within the same on the first Tuesday
of March annually.
''In testimony whereof, we have caused the seal of our said Province
to be hereunto affixed. 'Vitness Benning 'Ventworth Esq our Governor & commander in chief of our said Province of New Hampshire,
this twenty-second day of April in the thirty-third year of our reign &
in the year of our Lord Christ one thousand seven hundred and sixty:
"BENNING 'VENTWORTH

'' By His Excellency's Command with the advice of the Council
'' TnEODORE ATKIXSON Sec''
ADMIRAL BOSCA WE~.

There is but one other locality in the world bearing the name
of Boscawen, and that an island in the Pacific ocean, belonging
to the Navigators' group. Both were named for the brave old
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admiral who humbled the lUtYy of France. It is probably a name
of French origin. The de Boscawens were an established family
as far back as the days of old King John, who granted the :Magna
Charta, in 1215, at Runnymede. The Bosca·wen manor-house was
in Cornish. From the records of old England we learn that
Henry de Boscawen had sons, Robert and Allan, and a daughter
J\J:irabell. There were also Eweyne and Osbert. One marriecl
John de Abalancla, and another Eusacla Reskyners. One de
Boscawen married Alice de TreYale. These are Norman names,
going to show that the de Boscawens came into England with
\Villiam the ConC]_ueror.
Hugh de Bosca·wen 'vas, in 1711, first Lord Viscount Falmouth.
His wife was Charlotte Churchill, niece of the Duke of J\Iarlborough.
In that same year, a baby came to gladden the master and
mistress of the manor-house, ·which was named Edward de Boscawen.
"\Vhen a boy, he was always brimming over with fun, and was a
mimic withal. There was an old butler in his father's service
who had a crick in the neck, and the boy, in mimicry, carried
his neck in like manner, till the jest became a habit, and
he had a crick in the neck through life. [Lives of English
Admirals. J His father made him a midshipman at an early age,
and he was promoted so rapicUy that, in 1737, at the age of
twenty-six, he was placed in command of the Leopard, a frigate of
fifty guns, in the expedition of Admiral Vernon against Carthagena. In 1742 he commanded the Dreadnaught, a.nd captured
the French frigate J\Iedia. In 17 46 he commanded the N amure,
and ca.ptured the French frigate Intrepid, bearing despatches
from Quebec to France. In an engagement the next year he
wa.s wounded by a musket-ball in the shoulder.
The next year he was selected to comma.nd th~ East India
fleet, with six ships of the line, besides frigates. In 1755 he commanded the fleet on the North American coast, cruised off Newfoundland to intercept French ships, and made seYeral captures.
In 1759 he wa.s selected to cooperate with \Volfe and Amherst for
the reduction of Canada.. He sailed with a large fleet to the
coast of France, and cruised off Toulon with fourteen ships of the
line, watching for an opportunity to cripple the last fleet at the
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disposal of the French king. He fought a great battle off Cape
Vincent, came off victor, all but annihilated the French navy,
and retnmecl to England to receive the applause of his countrymen. Soon after landing he was suddenly taken sick, and died
after a short illness.
A few weeks l>efore his death, the Royal J.l fagazine contained
a poetical panegyric upon the heroic old admiral. "\Ve give a
stanza:
" This hero to tbe brave will favor show,
But to the coward is a deadly foe;
Strenuous for com bat, dauntless as a tar,
He may be called the thunderbolt of war.''
The citizens of Boscawen selected an honorable name for their
town. The orthography of the word has been rendered in many
ways, as will be ::;een by the following Jist, kept by l\Ir. Daniel D.
"\Vebster when in charge of the post-office in Boscawen:
"Copied from letters sent to Boscawen P. 0., from April, 1850, to
March 15, 1861:
1. Boscawen.
18. Boscewine.
2. Bascawane.
19. Boscoine.
20. Boscouin.
3. Bascawine.
21. Boscowena.
4. Bas Coeuen.
5. Baskawen.
22. Boscuen.
6. Basquine.
23. Boscwen.
24. Boskaewen.
7. Boscauquine.
8. Boscawaen.
25. Bos Quane.
9. Boscawane.
26. Bos Queue Planys.
10. Boscaweain.
27. Bosquine.
28. Bosquines.
11. Boscawene.
12. Bos Cawean.
29. Bosquiny.
13. Boscawean.
30. Boys Coyn.
14. Boscawiane.
31. Booscwen.
32. Buscawwin.
15. Boscawine.
16. Boscawn,
33. Buskaine."
17. Bosceane.
THE FIRST

TOWN-JI.IEETIKG.

The first town-meeting was called by the propr~etors' clerk,
Joseph Coffin.
''This may inform the Free holders & other inhabitants of the plantation formerly called Contoocook Is now by his excellency Benning
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Wentworth Esq Governor &c In & over His Majesty 's Province of New
Hampshire made and Incorporated and Invested with Town privileges
and the nominees thereof is by His Excellency's People called Boscawen,
the saiLl Freeholders and Inhabitants are hereby notified to meet at the
Meeting House in said Town on the third "Wednesday In June at Nine
of the clock before noon to choose a town clerk assessors and all other
Town officers for the year ensuing as the Law Directs. By order of
His Excellency
"JosEPH CoFFIN
''April 30 1760."
Jun e 18. At the meeting thus called, Joseph Coffin ·was chosen
moderator, George Jackman, Jr., town-clerk, John \Y ebster, Ensign John Fo\Yler, and Capt. Joseph Eastman selectmen and assessors, Benjamin Eastman constable, AnclreY; Bohonon surveyor
of highways, and D ea. George Jackman and l\Ioses Burbank
fence-viewers.
Voted, that the selectmen furnish a town pound.
CALL TO ItEY. ROBIE MORRILL.

July 10. A town-meeting was heltl this date.
''Voted to raise £1200 old tenor-£800 upon the Rights, and £400
on the Polls & stakes [polls and estates] for supplying the Desk and
other necessary charges."
D ea. George Jackman, Capt. Joseph Eastman, Ensign John
Fowler, and Thomas Carter, \Yere chosen to giYe a call to Rev.
Robie 1\Iorrill, to become the minister of the town.
PROPRIETORS' CLERK.

With the election of George Jackman as town-clerk, and also
as clerk of the proprietors, the official connection of Joseph Coffin
with the town ceased. For twenty-eight years he had filled the office
of proprietors' clerk. He resiLletl at N cwlmry, and not only attended all the meetings there, but, from anything that appears in
the records to the contrary, also attemlecl the meetings held in
Contoocook. The records were clearly and concisely kept. The
papers drawn by him were so lucid, that they might be compreh ended by the smallest intellect. \Vith the exception of the
years from 1757 to 1760, the records are intact. Possibly no
regul ar meeting of the proprietors was held \Yhile the petition
for a charter was pending.
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George Jackman, Jr., who succeeded Col. Joseph Coffin, was
reelected for thirty-five years in succession. Thus, for a period of
sixty-three years, the records were kept by two competent men.
THE

SETTLEl\IE~TS.

The settlements at this tim e were almost wholly on King and
Queen streets. Very few settlers had gone west of Cold brook.
The only road leading west was the road through the Gulf, towards Great pond. A road from Queen str:-~et joined it, probably
not far from the old burial-ground. These higlnvays were only
cart-paths. l\Ir. Ephraim \Voodbury had taken up his residence on the plot of land now lnwwn as \Voodbury plain.
There were settlers on Fish street, and B enjamin Eastman
was living on High street. Edward Emery's cabin, and possibly Thomas Cook's, near Little brook, were standing- tenantless. Jacob and Jesse Flamlers had begun their clearings
at the lo·wer eml of \Yater street; lmt wesh·m rd of \Vater street
there were no settlements.
FRAl\IED

HOUSES.

Framed houses 'vere beginning to take the place of log cabins.
It is not known who erected the first, but the house lately occupied l1y l\Ir. Franklin l\Iorrill, by his father Benjamin l\1orrill, and
by R.ev. R.olJie :Morrill, probably is the oldest fram ed house now
stamling ;-possibly it may have been the first erected.
SOLDIERS FOR THE

REDUCTIO~

OF CANADA.

It woul<l seem that some of the citizens of Boscawen enlisted in
the service for the final redu ction of Canada. In the Boston
Gazette for tTuly 11 is an advertis ement showing that all had not
joined their company at the appointed remlezvous.
''July 11, 1760
''Return of men enlisted by Cap Alexander l\lcNutt in the Province of
New Hampshire for the total Reduction of Canada, who have declined
appearing at the Place of Rendezvous
William Smith }
Benjamin Rand
of Contoocook
Joseph Atkinson
'' \Vhoevcr will take up the above Deserters or any one of them shall
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receive Ten Dollars for each man provided they are delivered in Boston
to said Captain Alexander McNutt at the sign of the Black Horse at
Capt Richardson's at the south end.;,

The records of Bosca:wen make no mention of \Villiam Smith
and Benjamin Rand. It is proba1lo that they were residents of
other towns, who enlisted to obtain the bounty that may have
been offered.
THE FIRST SCHOOL.

J\hrch 3. At this 1irst annual meeting after the organization
of the town, an appropriation of thirty pounds was made for :1
school, to be kept two months. The teacher employed was J\Ir.
V :1rney, who had preached for a short time after the death of Rev.
1\fr. Stevens. He was the first teacher employed in the town. If
a school was taught prior to this date, it ·was a private affair.
Probably none was taught, and the instruction received by the
children was giYen by their parents. The hardships had been too
great, and the country too much disturbed by the frequent Indian
alarms and the marchings to and from Ticonderoga and Crown
Point, to admit of any organized effort in ed ucational matters.
It is gratifying to know that almost the first appropriation of the
town was for public instruction. It was a significant indication
of its future prosperity.
A committee was chosen, consisting of Richard Flood and John
Webster, for the purpose thus set forth:
''To call the Committee to an account what they have Don with the
Incom e of the Parsonage and School Land Savril year Past & to give
an account to the selectmen of the same.''

Voted, "that Joseph Eastman, J olm Flanders and :l\foses Call
settle accounts with l\Ir. Scales for preaching."
Voted, " that the selectmen settle with the constable & pay him
as much upon the Poun<l for gathering Rates as is customary in
other towns."
SETTLEl\IE~T

OF REV. ROBIE

l\IORRILL.

J nne 11. It ·was Yotod in town-meeting "that we Raise one
hundred ponnds old tenor for moYing up l\fr Robie :Morrill from
Chester."
''Voted that we raise £200 old tenor for providing ordination."
"Voted that we call Mr Hobie :Morrill to settle with us in the Gospel
ministry.''
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Joseph Hoit, Thomas Foss, and J\Ioses Call were chosen a. committee to provide for the ordination.
The proprietors held a. meeting, nn<l took concurrent action in
regard to the settlement of J\Ir. Morrill.
Dec. 18. The town voted "that we give J\Ir Robie J\Iorri11
seven hundred pounds old tenor for the year from the settlement
at the Rate of - - Dollars at six pound per dollar & to R.ise
fifty pound a year till it comes to one thousand old tenor & there
to be stated n.t that & the privilege of the parsonage at 25 cords
of Good \Vood at his house or place of hahitation yearly from Settlement so Longe as he shall continue to he our minister."
They kept good fires in those days ; but the chimneys were
large, the fire-places wide, and twenty-five corJs was not an excessive amount of wood.
"Voted that we give Mr. Robie ~Ionill a Right of Land aquivelent
to a right of Land for his one for ever aud free from charges so Long
as he shall continne to be our minister."
The action of the town and that of the proprietors, in thus
conferring upon J\Ir. Morrill a right of land in the town, is a
testimonial of the generosity of the inhabitants ; but it was a
nest-egg which subsequently hatched out a brood of troubles, as
wi11 be seen by and l)y.
J\Ir. Morrill was ordained December 29, but no record has come
down to us of the proceedings.
SELECTl\IE:N'S ACCOU:NTS.

The accounts of the selectmen furnish some information in regard to the customs of the times :
" Paid Mr Varney for keeping school 1760
£30- 0- 0
Paid Capt Gerrish for a journey after a minister
12--10- 0
To Capt Gerrish for a journey for the same
17-14- 0
To John Fowler for three Bowls of punch at a Vendue in bidding on town's meadow
1-16- 0
Paid :Mr John 'Vebster for moving up Mr l\Iorrill 16-10- 0
Paid to Dea Jackman for providing for ordination 140- 0- 0"
1\IR. 1\IORRILL'S LAND.

17G2.

The proprietors, at the meeting held Jnne 2, procured

a right of land of J\Iaj. Samuel Gerrish, at the expense of £1,000
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New Hampshire money, and conferred the same upon Rev. 1\fr.
1\Iorrill and his l1eirs forever. This was in accordance with a vote
of the town, passed at a previous meeting.
. TOWN l\IATTERS.

It was voted to lay ont the common land, and John Brown was
cl10sen surveyor. Stephen Gerrish, Samuel Gerrish, John \Y ebster, and Samuel 1\Ioody were appointed a committee to act "·ith
1\fr. Bro·wn.
It was voted that Samuel Fowler should be exempted from paying a minister's tax.
"PAINS."

At this meeting the following vote was passed :
"Voted that every man who built a Pain in the fort have liberty to
take it away."

This has reference to the houses erected by the settlers in the
fort, during the trou1le with the Indians. \Vhence the origin of
the ·word "pain"? It undoubtedly is a corruption of "penthouse"-" a shed, standing aslope from the main wall." [\Vebster. J The houses would naturally have but one roof-a "pentroof"-" one whose slope is all on one side." [\Yebster. J
BOUNDARY BETWEEN BOSCAWEN AND SALISBURY.

At a special to"·n-meeting, Nathaniel Danforth, John \Yebster,
and Peter Coffin ·were chosen a committee to settle the line and
bounds between Boscawen and Salisbury. Peter Coffin, though
a proprietor, was ~tt the time liYing in N e·wbury, and probably
was selected to represent the proprietors.
CONSTABLE JOILN WEBSTER'S ACCOUNT-17G2.

" Credit by money pd Province treasurer

"

,~

"

601- 8- 8
121- 5-0
233- 6- 8

Credit. to money paid to Revu mr Morrill
Credit by bad money on John Smith's ministers
tax
[So John Smith was a citizen of Boscawen in 17G2,
and his money was bad!]
Credit by money Discounted to mr webster for Sarving a warrant and charges in carrying a woman
out of town

2-1~-

0

3-14- 0
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Credit by bad money
Credit by 25 cords of 'Vood to Mr Morrill
Credit for collecting money

89
15-13- 6
175- 0- 0
56-10- 0

1200- 0- 2 ''
In the call for the annual meeting, held l\Iarch 3, this year, was
an article "To see if the Inhabitants & Proprietors 'Yill give the
privilege of a saw mill with Land convenient for the same on
the brook which leads from Great Pond near the month of the
same to any party of men who shall appear to build the same;
also to see what we will tlo consarning a highway which runs
through J olm Flanders Land to Great Pond; also to see what
we will do in respect of procuring a highway Into the upper Intervale."
At the meeting, the clause in regard to the saw-mill " ·as not
acted upon. In regard to the highway, Capt. Stephen Gerrish
awl Capt. John Eastman were chosen to view the high"·ay through
John Flanders's land, and report at the next meeting. This road
was that leading from the lower end of \Vater street to Great
pond.
At this meeting, Ensign John Flanders and Capt. Stephen Gerrish were chosen deer-keepers, and Capt. Joseph Eastman and
Enos Bishop hogreeves.
PROPRIETORS' 1\IEETING.

1763. A meeting of the proprietors was held January 5, but
for some cause, ''ithout transacting any business, was adjourned
to June 1.
The original act of incorporation was to continue in force for
only two years. The time having expired, the town petitioned
for a renewal of the charter, which was granted.
PTIOPTIIETORS' 1\IEETING.

A meeting of the proprietors was held June 1.
"It was put to vote whether the Proprietors would give the Privelege
of the Great Pond brook to .Mr. John Flanders·for erecting a saw mill
thereon & it was voted in the negative."
'' Voted that Mr Robie Morrill should chose the Right or share of
land belonging to him-Cold brook No 3."
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That settlements had been extended south-west of Queen street,
is evident from a vote passed at this meeting:
''That John \Vebster be allowed to draw the Peace of land adjoining
to him marked with the Letter X for the Half share of the Right of
John Noyes & a piece of land at the upper encl of Dagodon meadow
for the half of Joseph Tappan, provideu he will allow a cart way
through the first mentioned peace wlte1·e it now is."

The town gave Rev. 1\Ir. :Morrill the privilege of using the
school and meeting-house lots for a pasture for the term of
four years.
The town confirmed several informal votes, passed during the
years 1758, '59, and '60, while the petition for a charter was in
the hands of the General Court.
J\fr. John \Vebster having procured a renewal of the town charter, which was received in October, the regular meeting for the
choice of officers was held November 1, those chosen continuing in
office till the next ·March.
J\fr. \Vehster was paid £82 old tenor for his services-" 72 Days
man & horse."
WARNING OUT.

The first warning out, as it was called, in the history of the
town after its incorpora.tion, occurred this year, as per record.
"This may certify that John Uran with his wife and children was on
the 5th Day of Feb 1763 Legally warned to Depart from the town of
Boscawen within the time which the Law directs by us the subscrib-

ers.
'' Boscawen Feb 5. 1763
" GEORGE JACKMAN
JOHN FLANDERS

Selectmen ''

J\1arch G, 1764. ~:rhe town met a.t the meeting-house, chose J\fr.
J olm Fowler modern. tor a.nd Mr. George Jackman clerk, nnd then,
"it being cold, the meeting was adjourned to Capt J olm Fowler's
to be held in half an hour."
Upon assembling in J\1r. Fowler's house, the following vote
was passed:
Voted, that J\foses Call be paid "ten pounds old tenor for
senices as constable ensuing year exclusive of what is customary for gathering on the pound."
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Dea. Jesse Flanders, Oliver Fowler, and Ensign Henry Gerrish were appointed to call former selectmen to accoun t.
This is the first appearance in town affairs of Col. Henry Gerrish, who, from this time on till 1790, held many offices of trust
and ho\10r at the hands of his fellow-citizens.
Capt. Stephen Gerrish and Capt . •Tohn Flanders were appointed
to set the time when the lower intPrvale shonl<.l be opened in the
spring and closed in the fall.
TAXE S.

It was voted that the constable should haYe one shilling in the
ponml for collecting tho taxes.
The rates charged Constable :Moses Call for the year are thus
divided:
'' to
to
to
to

a province tax
a minister's tax
the town rates
a wood Rate

£171- 1- G

822-17- 0
111-lG- 0

135-00- 0

1260-H- 6 "
The "\"rood rate was for wood to he supplied to Tiev. J\1r. l\Iorrill,
and if adtled to his sahry makes £fll:l7 paid for sustaining religions privileges, against £303 for all ot1wr town expenses, or more
than two thirds of the -n·hole! Not lightly did the men of the
time value their religions instructions.
In the constable's account are these items:
" Discounted Savrill Rates of Churchmen·s taxes
£153- 5- 0
Paid to Doctor Carter for medicine to a transient
woman
8- 0- 0 "

"Doctor Carter" was Dr. Ezra Carter, of Conconl. There was
no physician in Bosca-n·eu at this date.
By discounting the taxes against Friends and those ·who adhered to the Church of England, the town acted honorably and
justly. The citizens were in no sense bigots.
A town-meeting was held December 27, at the house of John
Fowler, "To see if the Inhabitants will pass a vote to Defend
the Constable for the present year, from Damage by Delaying to
Colect the province Rate for som farther time as shall then be
agreed on."
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It was voted not to defend the constable, 1\Ioses Call. The citizens believed that men should be held responsible. · Duty was an
obligation.
No school was taught during the year, unless hy priYate subscription, the town not having made an appropriation.
The paper money having depreciated, the to"·n voted to make
good the salary of 1\fr. 1\Iorrill, against which Capt. Stephen Gerrish entered his dissent. The indemnity was £200 old tenor for
two years, at the rate of £6 per dollar for the first year, and £7
per dollar for the second year.
FIRST LAWSUIT.

July 17, 1765. The first action in law, in which the town was
a party, occurred this year. At the regular town-meeting, which
was held on this day, besides choosing officers, a committee "·as appointed-George Jackman, Jr., and Thomas Carter-" to answer
to the action commenced Ly .1\Iaj. Samuel Gerrish against said proprietors, also for any other suits that may be brought." \Yhat the
question in dispute may haYe been does not appear.
Voted "to lay out a highway from 1\Iarlborough street to Contoocook, in the most com·enient place for building a bridge oyer
the same."
Capt. Stephen Gerrish, Capt. Joseph Eastman, and Thomas
Foss were chosen a committee to lay out said higlnYay.
The rates charged to Constable Thomas Carter were," To a Province tax
207- 0- 9
To a Ministers' tax
8-!8- 1-11
To a Town Rate
178-12- G
To l\Ioney or 'Vood
148- 0- 8

the same in Lawfull\loney

1472- 0- 8
73-12- 0"

BRIDGE OYER THE COXTOOCOOK.

Athough the proprietors, soon after settling the town, had
chosen a committee to construct a bridge across the Contoocook
river, nothing had been done in regard to it. All communication
between the towns of Concord and Boscawen was by ferry; but it
was now resolvetl to construct a bridge. Both towns engaged in
the enterprise, sharing equally in the cost, although the site se-
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lectecl for its construction brought it 'Yl101Jy within Boscawen. It
was located in the bend of the rin:-r, above the Harris woollen
mill, near the residence of Capt. J olm Chandler, in 1765. The
builders were John Flanders of Boscawen, and H enry Lovejoy of
Concord.
Th e contract specified that it was to be constructed with "king
posts" and "long braces." It was the first bridge that ever
spanned the Contoocook.
l\Iarch 4, 1766. Voted £200 old tenor to defray town charges;
"that all ox sleds shall ue made four fe et; that all & every person that shall not obserYe this Yote & make their sleds accordingly, l)eing an inhabitant of this town shall for each offence be
liable to pay a fine of one shilling Lawful money for each offence."
Voted "that there should be four clays worked out on the high
way by each ma.n & no more except necessary."
CALLI~G

THE

SELECTME~

TO ACCOUNT.

l\Iay 15. \Vinthrop Ca.rter, l\Ioses l\Iorse, and Peter Kimba.ll
were chosen to settle the a.ccounts of the selectmen for 1764 and
1765, "to know what they have done with the money that has
been assessed in said year, a.nd also to ca.ll the selectmen to an account concerning the improvement of the school intervale."
Y otecl to ma.ke Rev. l\Ir. l\forrill's sa.la.ry " good, agreeable to
the Yote in his settlement."
DISCOURSI~G

WITH REV. l\IR. l\IORRILL.

Sept. 15. "It wa.s put to vote to see if said town or inhabitants will chose a. committee to discourse with l\Ir. Robie l\Iorrill.
Voted in the affirmative."
The a.ction of the town in voting l\fr. l\forrill a. lot of bnd, a.nd
the later vote to indemnify him on account of the depreciation of
the currency, caused much dissatisfaction : hence the above vote.
The committee "to discourse" with l\Ir. :Morrill consisted of John
Fowler, Jesse Flanders, l\Ioses Call, Oliver Hoyt, and Joseph
Fowler, who were to see on wha.t terms he wonld consent to a dismission.
Sept. 2D. The committee reported l\Ir. l\Iorrill's proposals,
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which were r ejected by the town. They subsequently reported a
second proposition from him, which was accepted.
1\lR. MORRILL'S PROPOSITIOX.

1. ''If the town of Boscawen vote that I shall be free from all rates
excepting proprietors' tax on what I do or shall possess in Boscawen
until the end of the year 1776, not exceeding 30 acres of improved land,
four ratable heads of stock, & no wild land not exceeding the quantity
of one whole right being rated by the town & that my heirs be free in
same manner if I decease.
2. "That I or my heirs if I decease have the full use of the pasture
two years longer, which the proprietors voted me for the sum of £25
old tenor. [This was the school lot and parsonage on King street.]
3. " That the Town pay my salary as first voted excepting their proportion who joined themselves to the Church, this year & the last excepting their proportion after they signed & that they pay me all the
rest, If any leave the Church excepting what the town excuses.
4. " That I be free from the charge of the Council.
5. ''That I ha,·e a copy of the subscriptions concerning me. If these
things are this day complied with to my mind I will ask a dismission
this year 17 66.
R. l\Iorrill."
DI Sl\IISSIOX OF REV. l\IR. MORRILL.

The proposition was accepted, and a committee was appointed
to represent the town in dismissing l\1r. :Morrill, the town voting
to pay the expenses of the council. Pastor and people alike seem
to haye acted fairly and honorably. l\Ir. l\Iorrill remained in
town, gaYe himselfto every good work, and was respected and honored by his fellow-citizens. He taught school many years, t eaching
in private houses in the various districts, before the erection of
school-houses.
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE.

In Rev. l\fr. Price's history, it is stated that George Jackman,
Jr., 'Yas appointed justice of the peace in 1760, by His l\hjesty's
authority, George II. \Ve have not been able to verify the statement. George III was now on the throne, ancl from the petition
given below it would seem that George Jackman received his appointment under George III, in 1766 :
" To Ilis Excellency Benning 'Yentworth &c
" " rhereas the Town of Boscawen in said Province has ever since its
first settlement been destitute of a commissioned Justice of the peace
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such an office being often needed (more especially since our Late favorable Incorporation by your excellency) we the subscribers and Inhabitants of said town pray your excellency to commissionate l\lr. George
Jackman junior of said Town to be justice of the Peace, he having deserved well for several years Last past in the acceptable discharge of
public Trust to him committed and your petitioners will ever pray
for the granting of their prayer.
''Boscawen January 29, 1766
Thomas Corser
" Ezra Carter
John Fowler
Ephm 'Voodbury
Thomas Carter
Jesse Flanders
Stephen Call,
John 'Vebster
John Flanders
Moses Foster petitions tho'
not an Inhabitant of
'Yilliam Emery
John Corser
Boscawen."
ITE31S FROM THE SELECTl\IEN'S ACCOUNT-1766.

"Paid to the selectmen for perambulating the line between
Boscawen and Almsbury [Warner]
4-0
paid Nathan Corser for wolf's head
4-0
Paid Capt Eastman for entertainment for the council at £
l\lr l\lorrill's Dismission
1- 4- 0
Paid ::Ur Thomas Foss the Sum of Savin shilling for his
Sarvice toward Laying out highways & perambulating between Boscawen & hopkinton
0-7-0
Paid mr 'Villiam Jerome for preaching two Days
2-8-0
paid Capt fowler to expense of the town in the house
[:\Ir. Fowler's]
3-0-0
at another time paid him for two Bowls of punch
1-8-0
at another bowl of punch for the Justice
0-14 -0
paid Capt fowler for entertaining H.evd mr ware after
preaching
2-0-0
paid him for keeping mr morrills horse some time
4-0-0
also paid Capt Fowler for entertaining Som of the Committee that ware chosen to appoint a place for a
meeting house
6-0-0
Remaining on his Book not settled Savrill persons Rates
who call themselves churchmen the whole of the
money being
6- 9- 0"
ITE3I FIWl\I COXSTABLE THOl\IAS CARTER'S ACCOUNT.

"Credit to warning moses Danford's wife out of Town
& returning ye warrant
7- 0- 3"
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ACCOUNTS.

In 1775 a. committee was appointed to adjust the town's accounts, which were in arrear, going back to the incorporation in
1660. In connection with the settlement with Rev. l\Ir. l\Iorrill,
that gentleman made the entry, as below, on the records :
'' 1\Iarch 4, 1766
''These adjusted accounts with the selectmen of Boscawen, respecting all things but the wood rate which remains unsettled from
the beginning of the world to the end of my third year's salary, which
ended Dec 28, 176! & there was due me from the town of Boscawen
upon balance respecting that time, the full & just sum of one hundred
& seventy-five pounds, fourteen shillings & six-pence old tenor.
"175-14-6
RoBIE 1\IonmLL ''
There is also the following entry by l\Ir. l\Iorrill:
''The subscriber remits to his People, and never will require the
Inhabitants of Boscawen to make np to him, that proportion of his salary due or to be paid the year 1765 & 1766 which proportion would
have belonged to any Inhabitants of Boscawen to pay, if they had not
been made free from it by law, so that no Inhabitants of this town,
shall ever be required by me or hy my heirs any more, by means of
any inhabitant beir:g exempted from paying toward my salary due or
to be paid this year and the last
"RoBIE .:MoRRILL."
This action of l\Ir. l\Torrill undoubtedly was prompted by a.
sincere desire on his part to allay all irritation in regard to the
levying of taxes to make good the deficiency of his salary caused
by the depreciation of the bills of New Hampshire old tenor.
Capt. Stephen Gerrish, a. prominent citizen, had protested at the
outset against indemnifying l\Ir. l\Iorrill. The levying of the tax
had caused several citizens to declare themselves churchmen, to
escape the payment of all ministerial rates. The growing dissatisfaction had caused the dismissal of l\Ir. l\Iorrill, but it was
so deep-seated and wide-spread, that the collector could not collect
the rates levied on the proprietors, and legal proceedings were begun
to recover rates levied and paid for the land purchased and settled
upon :Mr. l\Iorrill. Under the law, the proprietors were powerless
to collect the rates, and they accordingly petitioned the legislature
for relief:
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"To His Excellency the Han Benning 'Ventworth & the Hon Council
& House of Representatives.
''The Petition of us the subscribers hereby showeth that the Proprietors of the Town of Boscawen have at their meetings from time to
time voted sums of money as they thought needful to carry on their
publick affairs and particularly a sum of money to purchase a Right of
land in said Town of Boscawen for the encouragement of the settling
a Gospel minister in the Town.
"The Right has been purchased & given to the Rev Robie Morrill.
The n\oney has been assessed and such original Right was proportionately Taxed. And now for the want of Legal power to collect
said money some part of said proprietors (notwithstanding their forwardness in voting said money) neglect or Refuses to pay their equal
part thereof & for want of said money's being collected and paid in
there is au action in Law commenced against said proprietors in order
to r ecover said money which is greatly to the prejudice & Damage of
the rest of said proprietors who have paid their full part of said money
& tends greatly to hinder the propagation and settlement of the same.
''Therefore we Humbly pray your excellency & Honors to Invest
said proprietors with full power & legal authority to collect what money
hath already been or shall hereafter be voted by said proprietors for
their use by making sale of Delinquent proprietors Land or in any
other way your excellency & Honors in your Great 'Visdom shall think
best & your petitioners as in Duty bound will ever pray.
''Dated at Boscawen Aug 24, 1765.
,, GEORGE JACIG\IAX
THO:\IAS CARTER

Com for said Proprietors.''
The petition was not acted upon till1767, when the petitioners
were notified through the Boston Gazette and New Hampshire
Gazette, printeLl at Portsmouth, to present their case.
TOW:X-l\1EETI~G.

Feb. 3, 1767. Dea. George Jackman, George Jackman, Jr.,
and Jesse Flanders ·were chosen "to supply the desk till next
1\Iarch meeting."
It was also Yotetl "to begin a to"n school the present month."
R eY. l\Ir. Nathaniel l\Ierrill was employed as a preacher.
l\Iarch 3. Voted "to hire a school two months longer in the
present year."

7
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It was also voted that £200 old tenor he raised for town expenses; that the selectmen "hire some regular preaching" as
long as they shall think proper.
Y oted "to clear l\Ir. Pelatiah \Vatson for taxes if he lea ye the
To~rn by the last of June next."
Yoted, "that the selectmen be paid after serving the town one

year fm· nothing."
NEW JUEETIXG-HOUSE.

Sept. 8. The log meeting-house on King street had been in
use from the first settlement, in 1133-thirty-fonr years-and the
time had arrived for a better edifice. The population "\las rapidly increasing, and ~ras extending "\lestwarcl and north,mrd from
King street. It was th erefore "'Voted at this meeting that a new
meeting-house should he erected, and a committee ~ras appointed
to select a site.
It was voted that, pending the erection of the meeting-house,
the meetings should he held half the time at the house of Jesse
Flanders (house no" occupied by F. P. Atkinson).
The committee appointed to select a site, reported as follows :
"Boscawen Sept 8, 1767
"·we do hereby deliver it as our honest and impartial judgment that
it be erected on that sapling pine land about 10 or 12 rods from the road
towards Jesse Flanders, from that k nowl above Ephraim \V oodbury•s,
which was the last voted place, and that this meeting house be placed
for those only that live on the Easterly side of Battle street so called,
and that those who live on the \Yesterly side of said street be exempted
from any cost in building said hou se.
"As witness our hands,
'' Ezekiel l\Iorrill }
Sinkler Bean
Com "
Archelaus Moore

From this it may be inferred that settlers had pushed westward to the Blackwater. Probably J\Ir. Dayid Corser "\las 1hing
on Corser hill, and l\Ir. Day and 1\Ir. Cass west of Blackwater
river.
Dec. 1. At a town-meeting, it \Yas Yotecl "to giYe 1\Ir. Nathaniel J\1errill forty-two pounds lawful money 1rhich shall be his
stated salary to he paid to him yearly, during the time he sustains the character of a minister in said Town."
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Subsequently :it was voted, that if this was not a sufficient salary to support him, they "would add thereto as much as should
be sufficient."
Dec. 7. At an adjourned meeting, voted that the above vote
advancing Mr. Merrill's salary shall be "null & void."
It was then Yoted ((to give nir :Merrill so acres of good land in
the Town of Boscawen lying as near the midcUe of said inhabitants & as convenient as may be hacl for a reasonable price to be
his own forever upon his settling in said to·wn in the work of the
Gospel ministry."
POPULATIOS-1767.

A census of the province was taken during the year,-the first,
so far as is known. The population of Boscawen is thus given:
Unmarried men between 16 and 60,
17
Married men,
45
Boys under 1G,
77
l\len 60 and above,
8
Females unmarried~
83
"
married,
52
Widows,
3
Male slaves,
0
Female slaves,
0
Total,
Other tollns in the vicinity-population :
Concord,
Salisbury,
Canterbury,
Dunbarton,
New Boston,
Hillsborough,
Canaan,
Plymouth,
Newport,
Haverhill,

285
752

210
503
271

296
64
1!)
227

29
172

From this it will be seen that the advance of population was
directly up the Connecticut and l\Ierrimack valleys. The population of the province was about 52,000.
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MR. 1\IERRILL.

Jan. 9. At a town-meeting, held at "the house of Capt John
Fowler Innholder," it was Yoted "to give J\Ir Nathaniel :Merrill
20 corcls of goocl v;ood, cut & corded at his house or place of
abocle, yearly, together ·with all the income & improvement of the
parsonage, so long as he shall sustain the office of a gospel minister in said town."
Votec1, that the people above the pond (Great pond) should not
be free from charge in the construction of the meeting-house.
· J\Iarch 1. The town-meeting was held at the house of Jesse
Flanders, but adjourned "for Sundry Reasons."
J\Iarch 31. Voted, "that the 15th day of J nne next be the
time for the ordination of J\Ir N ath1 JHerrill."
George J·ackman, Jr., Peter Kimball, Lieut. J\Ioses Burbank,
Thomas Foss, and Jesse Flanders were chosen "to agree with
some suitable person in the town to provide in a decent manner
for the ministers, delegates, & scholars that should attend J\Ir J\Ierrill's on1ination."
Seven pounds lawful money was raised to defray the expenses
of the ordination ;-also, seven pounds and ten shillings lawful
money for the use of the town for the year.
Oct. 5. Y otecl to raise "one hundred dollars" towards the
building of a meeting-house. This is the first instance in the
records of the use of the t erm dollar, in distinction from the word

pound.
One sixth part 1ms to be paid in money, and the balance in
labor at two shillings per day.
Thomas Foss, Benjamin Eastman, Peter Kimball, Joseph Atkinson, and George Jackman were appointed a committee to over. see the construction of the house.
TAXES.

The first list of ratable polls on record is for the year
number being sixty-three. Taxes were leYied for the
tol\n, meeting-house, ordination, minister, IYood for the
and a labor ta:s: on the meeting-house. The labor tax
fold the money tax.

1768, the
province,
minister,
was five-
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THE NEW 1\IEE'l'ING-IIOUSE.

The site finally selected for the n ew meeting-hous e \Yas near the
north-west corner of the cemetery, west of \Vooclbury's plain. The
frame was erected in July, and a town-meeting h eld m·ouml it
July 2.:>, to see what measures the town would take to\Ynnls finishing the house. It wns perhnps the only open nir meeting ever
held in town.
Voted "to Haise two hundred & fifty pounds old tenor Toward Defraying the charges already arisen in building the meeting house frame
to be paid in Labour at fifty Shillings a Day and whoever Don't Labour when Notified or pay Stuff :fit for the use of the house to pay
money."
Voted ''to begin, & Go on with the finishing said meeting house as
far as the pew privileges will go together with the money as above
voted.
"George Jackman, Jnn, l\lr Joseph Atkinson, Ens Peter Kimball,
l\lr Benjamin Eastman, & Deacon Jesse Flanders ware chosen and fully
Impowered as a committee to carry on the :finishing said l\Ieeting
house.''

The old tenor currency had so far depreciated that fifty shillings wns only equivalent to about forty-two cents lawful money,
a shilling being less than one ceu t.
Aug. 1. The committee nppointed to appraise the pew privileges reported the appraisal and articles of sale as follows :
"Ist The pews to be sold to the highest bidder.
"2-The money bid is to be understood Hampshire's old tenor.
''3d That no person bid less than 20 shillings a bid. [About sixteen
cents.]
"4 That every purchaser shall pay one fourth part thereof in money
& the remainder in labor or lumber as said committee & purchaser shall
agree,-provided the same be at Cash price & when wanted for the use
of said honse.
''5th That Each pew be forfeited unless the purchaser pay the sum
for which the same was bid off at in the following manner, viz:
"The money to be paid in three months from the time said pew
was bid off and the other to be paid when called for by the committee
for the use of said house.
'' 6. That every person shall forfeit his pew privelege except that the
purchaser have the same well :finished within twelve months from the
time said pew was bid off.
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"7. That any purchaser shall pay down or give security for one
tenth part of the value of what said pew was bid off at-which sum
shall be forfeited unless the articles are fulfilled.
'' 8 That any person who will pay Nails & Glass at Cash price, or
provide a joiner acceptable to the committee when wanted the same
shall answer in lieu of money."
Voted by the town, that "no wall pew be raised more than 12
inches above the meeting house floor, & that no body pew be raised
more than six inches."

There is no writing that sets forth the dimensions of this first
framed meeting-house. It was nearly square, and had a gallery, which was not finished till several years later, even if it
was ever wholly finished. There was a pile of boards in one
corner of the gallery, l)ehind which the boys used to secrete themselves, greatly to the annoyance of the tithing-man. The present
town-house in \Vebster was modelled after this house. There
was a porch at each end, and a front door. It was built after the
prevailing style of the time,-a box-like edifice.
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CHAPTER VI.
PREPARING FOR THE GREAT STRUGGLE.

Jl!toR some reason not stated in the records, the annual town.

~! meeting was held at the house of Rev. l\Ir. :Merrill, near

"l\Ierrill corner," a half mile west of the new meeting-house. At ,.
this meeting, Capt. Peter Coffin was chosen constable. "At the
same time," reads the record, '' Captain Coffin hired lfr. Benjamin
Eastman to serYe in his stead & the town clid by a major vote accept said Eastman to take the oath & serye as constable."
From this and similar Yotes, it wonld seem that the office of
constable was one which a citizen could not decline. There was
a preYailing sentiment that every citizen, if called upon, should
bear his part of the burdens of office.
PROYIXCE RO.A.D.

The proprietors held a meeting, antl voted "to clear a road
leading to No. 4, & that the northern, or upper road so called
shall he cleared for the public road leading to No 4."
'l'his road was Long street, as bid out in the first survey by
John Brown.
"No. 4" was Charlestown, on the Connecticut. During the
French war, all troops marching to Lake Champlain had passed
through l\Iassachnsetts to Albany; but this great highway was
opened under the direction of the province, and was known as the
ProYince road.
In the precept issued to Constable Benjamin Eastman for the
collection of taxes, he was instructed to levy upon the inhabitants
"twenty corcls of good cord 'Yood corded & put up at Rev nir
Nathaniel l\Ierrill's door."
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The hi ghway leading south, from the new meeting-house to
Queen street, was laid out during the year, to enable the inhabitants in that section to reach the meeting-honse.
:iliarch 5. The town raised fifty dollars; to be worked out on
the school land, and one hundred dollars to he worked out on the
highway.
April 19. An adjourned meeting was held. It was put to
Yote "to see ·whether the to11n would buy a piece of land for nir
l\Ierrill at two dollars and a half per acre & decilled in thE: negative."
From this and other 1·ecords, it may be judged that the a1erage
value of unimproved land at this period did not exceed this price,,
Probably one dollar per acre would have been an ayerage price.
J nne 11. Voted to accept the hi ghway bid out lJy the selectmen "from the interYale road to the town house brook so called,
to :M arlborough ::;treeV'
It was put to vote to see whether the town would build a schoolhouse, " & set it near l\Inzzey's N. E. corner & Yoted in the negative."
This was the first movement toward the erection of a schoolhouse. The schools were kept in private houses. :iliuzzey's corner was at the junction of "\Vater aml Long streets.
It \las put to yote to see if the to·wn "·oulll purchase land of
l\Ir. J olm Elliot, for l\Ir. l\Ierrill, at one dollar per acre, and was
decided :in the affirmatiYe.
This Yote ·was subsequently reconsidered.
J nne 25. At this meeting, it was voted to purchase of Capt.
Henry Gerrish the eighty-acre lot laid out to the right of :ilioses
Smith, for l\Ir. l\Ierrill. The price 1vas "eighty Spanish milled
dollars." The lot \las on Beaver-dam brook, including a large
portion of meadow.
Y oted to sell the old log meeting-house at Yenclue.
:March 3, 17'72. Prior to this elate, there had been no bridge
across the Blackwater. Seyeral settler::; hall located 1nst of that
stream, and J olm Flanders, Capt. Peter Coffin, and Joseph Atkinson were chosen to select a suitable place for crossing said stream,
and "to treat " ·ith the men who own the laml.:'
The to1vn Yoted not to deduct anything from Rev. l\Ir. ~Ierrill's
salary for those Sundays \\hen he \las absent ;- voted, also, "that
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1\Ir. :Moses Burbankbe abated so much ministerial tax as he has
paid to the Church of England since the settlement of Rev !.Ir
Nathaniel .l\Ierri11."
Voted to raise one hundred dol1ars, to be worked out on the
highways "at the fo11owing rate::;: men at two shi1lings, oxen at
2 shillings, cart & wheels at 6 pence, plow 2 shi11ings per day."
FIRST SALE OF PAUPERS.

Yoted, that "Ephraim Davis and wife be clothed at the charge
of the town, and they sh a11 be put to them that -n·ill take them the
cheapest."
·
This is the first r ecord of the sale of the services of the imligent persons in town, which soon became the nni\·ersal custom of
a11 towns.
The committee on the meeting-house matters thus repoTted :
"This day the committee that was chosen to build a, meeting house
settled with the committee that was chosen to overhaul their accou nts
& see how they have disposed of the money & find due to the town in
New Hampshire old tenor £405-12 5- GP."

l\fa,r 5. Y oted to buihl a bridge over the B lackwater, at the
place reported by the committee.
The site selected -n·as that now used ncar the town-house in
\Vebster.
THE

BOSTO~

PORT BILL.

The contest between Pa,rliament and the colonies ou the queEtiou of taxation was becoming intensified. Iu revenge for the
destruction of tea in Boston, the ministry had carried a bill
through Parliameut closing that port to all commerce. The act
went into effect at noon, June 1. From that moment, a11 intercourse betweeu Boston and the ·world must be across the narrow neck of land leading to Roxbury. No ship could come or go ;
no fisherman pass Castle \Villiam in a dory; no scow land hay or
wood at a wharf; no market-gardener take his vegetables across
Charles rinr into the doomed town. The act aroused sympathy
everywhere. In retaliation, the people resolYed to quit using
goods of English manufacture. The citizens of Boscawen, in
common with those of other towns, issued their manifesto declar-
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ing their determination not to purchase such goods. The original document is in the possession of Jam es L. Gerrish, Esq., of
\Vebster. It might be truthfully called the Preliminary Declar~ti on of I ndependence.
THE DECLARATION OF THE PEOPLE.

'' 'Ye the subscribers Inhabitants of the town of Boscawen having
taken into serious Consideration the precarious State of the Liberties
of North America and more especially the present distressed condition
of our Sister Colony of the Massachusetts Bay, Embarrassed as it is by
several Acts of the British Parliament tending to the entire Subversion
of their natural & Charter Rights; among which is the Act fur blocking
ttp the Hm·bow· of Boston:

"And being fnlly se nsible of our indispensible Duty to lay hold on
every l\Ieans in our Power to preserve & recover the much injured Constitution of our Country; & conscious at the same Time of no Alternative between the Horrors of Slavery, or the Carnage & Desolation of a
Civil 'Var, but a Suspension of all Commercial Intercourse with the Island of Great Britain, DO, in the Presence of GOD, solemly & in good
Faith, covenant & engage with each other.
" 1 That from henceforth we will suspend all Commercial Intercourse
with the said Island of Great Britain until the Parliament shall cease to
enact Laws, imposing Taxes upon the Colonies, without their consent,
or until the pretended Right of Taxing is dropped.
'':? That there may be less Temptation to others to continue in the
said now dangerous Commerce; & in order to promote Industry Economy, Arts & Manufactures among ourselves, which are of the last Importance to the 'Vel fare & 'Yell Being of a Community; we do iu like
.1\Ianuer, solmly covenant that we will not buy, purchase or consume,
or suffer any Person, by, for, or under us, to purchase, nor ·will we use
in our Families in any l\Ianner whatever, any Goods, 'Vares, or l\1ercha~1dise which shall arrive in America from Great Britain aforesaid,
from & after the last Day of August next ensuing, (except only such
Articles as shall be judged absolutely necessary by the Majority of the
signers hereof) and as much as in us lies, to prevent our being intercepted or defeated in this only peaceable :Measure entered into for the
recovery & Preservation of Our Rights or the Rights of our Brethren
in our Sister Colony;
e agree to break off all Trade & Commerce
with all Persons, who preserving their private Interest to the Salvation
of their now almost perishing Country, who shall continue to import
Goods from Great Britain, or shall purchase of those who import after

'V
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the said last Day of August, until the aforesaid pretended night of
Taxing the Colonies shall be given up or dropped.
'' 3 As a refusal to come into any Agreement which promises Deliverance of our Country from the Calamities it now feels, & which like a
Torrent, are rushing upon it with increasing Violence, must, in our
Opinion , evidence a Disposition enimica1 to, or criminally negligent of
the common Safety;-It is agreed, that all such ought to be considered ,
& shall be by us esteemed, as Encouragements of Contumacious Importers.
'' La~'>tly, 'Ye hereby further engage, that we will use every l\Iethod
in our power, to encourage & promote the Production of Mauufactures
among ourselves, that this Covenant & Engagement may be as little
detrimental to ourselves & Fellow Countrymen as possible.
Aaron Flanders
Nathaniel Gookin
John Elliot
'Villiam Danford
J olm Fla nders jr
Samuel Corser
John Elliott
Thomas Eliot
Joseph ,Jackman
Jacob Flanders
Nathan Corser
1\Ioses Call
Jesse Flanders
Ebenezer 'Vise
J edediah Danford
Benj Sweatt
John Corser
Cutting Noyes
Daniel Richards
Jolm Bowley
Henry Gerrish
Joseph Dunlop
George Jackman
Oliver Fowler
l\Ioses Burbank
Isaac Fitts
Sam 1 Fowler
Timothy Eastman
Tieuja Eastman
John Couch
Peter Kimball
Thomas Corser
Isaac Pearson
John Corser
Joseph Atkinson
Jonathan Corser
John Flanders
'Villiam l\lirick
Sam1 Atkinson
John Jackman
John Hale
Samuel Jackman
Isaac Noyes
James Garis [Gerald?]
Benjamin Jackman
Edmund Chadwick
Peter Coffin
Tienja Day
1\Ioses Burbank jr
Israel Shepherd
Samuel Jackman
Hezekiah Colby
Nathaniel Atkinson
Daniel Peterson
Richard Ilsley
Benjamin Eastman
Samuel 1\Inzzy
Daniel Shepherd
60,
Ezekiel Flanders
J olm Stevens
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THE FIRST PHYSICIAX.

During the year Dr. Daniel Peterson took up his residence in
Boscawen-the first resident physician in the town. He built
the house now standing-the first building north of the academy,
on the Plain. (See Biography.)
1773. In the selectmen's account with Constable \Yinthrop
Carter for this year is the following :
" To an order on Capt Henry Gerrish for Sarvice on
the Country affairs
£ ±-1Gs- SP ''
Another i tern :
"An order to Ens Kimball as committee on the Country
3- 1-11 "
affairs
This was Capt. Peter Kimball, who, with Capt. Gerrish, was
chosen to meet other towns in convention, to take into consideration the formation of a n ew county. A convention of towns in
Hillsborough county was h eld during the year, but no action
taken.
In the selectmen's account are other items whieh, in the absence
of other records, ::;hoiY the progress made by the town:
" Gave John Hale an order for making the buring cloth
This is the first mention of a funeral pall.
"Gave. an order to Joseph Couch for boarding a School
in the year 1772

1- 2"
~laster

5s_ 0 ''

As Joseph Couch had taken up his residence on the farm now occupied by :Miss Nancy Couch, it is clear that the school was h eld
in what is now t he town of \Vebster. \Yithout donbt, it was the
first school kept west of Beaver-dam brook. The number of families west of that boundary probably did not exceed ten. The
school was held either in l\Ir. Couch's house, or in the house of
John Corser, no"\v occupied hy 1\Ir. Tilton, or in the honse of Samuel Corser, now occupied by l\frs. Simeon B. Little. It is not certain, however, that the last named was erected as early as 1772.
TOWN CORN.

In the selectmen's account is an item in relation to the " town
corn."
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''Paid to "'Vinthrop Carter for shelling 22 bushels and a
peck of the town corn and sorting and carrying up
garrit
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How the to\Yn happened to be carrying on agri culture in its
coq1orate capacity, it> wholly a matter of conjectnre. The town
had no fa,rm . Not till 18:?0 llid it set up an almshouse. There is
nothing in the recortls relatiYe to the matter. 1'he supposition is,
that some person indebted to the town made payment in corn.
THE FIRST

SCHOOL-HOUSE.

"Voted that the selectmen have liberty to move the middle school
from the place stated & that they place it in such place as they shall
find best to accommodate the Inhabitants in said district according to
Interest."
No school-house had been erected, but a site . had lleen selected by the to"·n for a buildin g. It was to be the "middle
school." 'fhere were two other districts,-the one on King street,
and one \rest of Beaver-clam. The people on \Vater street were
the first to petition for a house. For several years their requests
hall heen in the warrant for town-me eting. 'l'hey felt t hat the
time hatl come when th e schools should be taught else\Yhere than
in a printte hou::;e, and had succeeded in getting a '\'ote for the
erection of a school building. Th e site selected was at the junction of Long antl \Vater streets. The bniltling subsequently
erected was the first school-house built. For several y ears after
this, the schools in other districts were taught in priYate houses.
REMOVAL OF TIEV. 1\'I:TI. 1\IEP.P.ILL.

R ev. :J[r. :Merrill, who was settled in 1168, was removed about
the firs t of April. "Respecting his remoYal," says Rev. J\Ir.
Price, "no correct information can be had from the written record, as th e records of the town furnish none, and the church record \Yas then misplaced, or lost, and has n e\·er to this day been
founcl.: '
J\Ir. Price further states that l\Ir. J\lerrill had joined t he Grafton Presbytery, and that, through his influence, th e church had
in part changed from the Congregational to the Presbyterian
polity. This new connection was the cause of hi s being frequently absent to supply Yacant pulpits, which produced discon-
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tent in the church 8.nd congregation. "The discontent was
increased by some supposed, if not real, aberrations observed in
his com1uct, and proYed a fatal bar to his usefulness." This l\1r.
l\1. cliscoyered, am1 applied to the Presbytery for remoYal. No
action was taken by the church or the town.
Nov. 1. At a meeting of the town, Joseph Atkinson, George
Jackman, and Samuel Muzzey \Vere appointed to proYille "some
suitable person of the Congregational order to pre8.ch the gospel
as soon as may be."
This lJrings us to the close of the year 1774, a period of forty
years since the first settlers reared their cabins on King street.
During this time they had fought the Indians, maintained their
ground while other towns were deserted, and had moved steadily
on in the path of civilization, felling the forests, cultiYating the
soil, maintaining from the beginning 8. minister, establishing
schools, and passing from poverty to comparatiYe comfort in
worlLlly goods. On all questions touching their rights aml liberties they were intensely patriotic, 8.ncl never for one instant stoppeel to inquire what would best promote their material interests,
but, in regard to the Stamp 8.ct, the duties on tea, the Boston
Port bill, am1 kindred matters, stood unflinchingly for the rights
of man. It was au intelligent, thrifty, religious, law and order
abiding comnnmity, standing in the foremost rank of agricultural
towns, ready to share in every trial and hardship uecess8.ry to
maintain their liberties.
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CHAPTER VII.
BEGINNING OF THE REVOLUTION.

tt.HE citizens of Bosca·wcn manifes ted th eir patriotism at the
· ~ beginning of the year in electing H em-y Gerrish as dele gate
to th e provincial congress, which was held at E xeter, J an nary 25.
He was clothed with full powers.
The attack of the British at Lexington was on April 10. The
news reached Bosca·wen on the 20th; and on the 21st, shteen men
were on the march under Capt. Henry Gerrish. They were, H enry Gerrish, Capt.,
Silas Call, Lieut.,
'Vinthrop Carter, Sergt.,
Samuel Fowler, Esq.,
Edmund Chad wick,
John Flanders,
J ohn Stevens,
N athaniel Burbank,

Samuel Jackman,
David Flanders,
Charles Greenfi eld,
Peter Roswell Stevens,
Israel Shepard,
Isaac Davis,
Edward Gerald,
Nathaniel Atkinson.
16

\Ve may think of them as assembling at Fowler's tavern, at
the lower end of King stree t, with th eir guns and powde1·-horns,
and possibly, here and there, a citizen carried a knapsack. They
fill their canteens with rum at 1\'Ir. Fowler's bar, and take a parting drink with their neighbors. \Ve see them crossing " Townhouse brook," and h ear the t ramp of their marching as they pass
over Contoocook bridge.
The news must have reached town on the mornin g of the twentieth. Capt. Petm· Coffin sadclied his horse, and started for
Exet er, where we find him on the twenty-first, in consultation
with sixty-eight other delegates-" to consult what measures shall
be thought most expedient to take in this alarming crisis."
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IXHABITA~TS.

The number of inhabitants in the state at this time, and at
other periods, may be estimated from the returns made at a later
date (1792) hy Joseph Pearson, secretary of state, who searched
the provincial records for that purpose. The ratable polls were,1742-5,172
1767-11,96-!
1753-6,39.2
1773-13,853
Reckoning five persons to a family, the inhabitants at the differ·
ent periods wouh1 be,1742-25,960
1767-59,8.20
1753-31,960
The population of the state at the breaking out of the Revolution, may be estimnted, therefore, at about 75,000.
TOWK-}.IEETING.

At a, meeting of t he town, the following votes were pnssed :
"Voted to buy one barrel of Gunpowder, one hundred weight of lead
nnd one hundred flints.
''Voted that Capt Stephen Gerrish buy the stores at as reasonable
price as may be, for the use of the town.
"Voted to adhere strictly to advice of the Continental Congress.''

A committee wns nppointecl "to see if the aforesaid bws [of
congress J be obeyed."
COl\Il\IITTEE OF SAFETY.

The committee of safety consisted of Benjnmin J nclnnnn,
Joseph Atkinson, Ebenezer Hidden, J olm Elliot, Capt. Henry
Gerrish, Lieut. J\Ioses Call, George Jackman, and Ensign Peter
Kimball.
J\hrch 14. A committee was appointed to procure a, preacher,
nnd was instructed to apply to J\Ir. Levi Frisby.
Twenty-five pounds was voted for school purposes; nnd it was
also voted to employ J\Ir. J\Iorrill (.l\Ir. Robie l\Iorrill) a,s teacher.
Twenty pounds wns voted for preaching.

1776. J
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TOWN-1\IEETDWS.

l\:Iay 10. The committee on preaching had not been able to
hire l\Ir. Frisby, and l\Ir. Samuel Ela was engaged.
Voted, that "that part of the tom1 lying above the pond [Great
poml] so call ed have their part of preaching among them in proportion to the tax they pay."
Capt. Henry Gerrish was again elected to attend the provincial
congress at Exeter, to serve for six months.
Sept. 21. "It was pnt to Yote whether l\Ir. Samuel Ela has
behaYetl as a Christian & Gospel preacher to their satisfaction &
it was unanimously yoted in the affirmative."
Notwithstanding this emlorsement, it was thonght best to inquire more particnlarly into l\Ir. Ela's history; and at a subsequent meeting, held September 25, Peter Kimball was appointed
agent " to go to the place of l\Ir. Ela's former residence, & make
enquiry into the cha,racter of l\Ir. Samuel Ela & make report to
the town."
A committee was appointed "to enquire of sundry persons who at
present do not join "·ith saitl town in their pnblick affairs & know
the canse of their not attemling & lay the same before the town
in onler that the same may be removed."
This h:ul reference to a few individuals who had not joined in
the patriotic movement.
:March 5, 1776. Robie Morrill, Peter Coffin, and l\Ioses Burbank were appointed "a committee of inspection agreeable to the
recommendation of the Continental Congress."
That the town was prompt in settling with those who had volunteered to go to Cambridge, "·ill be seen from the following
vote:
" That those men that went on the alarm in April last & all others
who have demands against the town bring in their accounts as soon as
may be."
SCHOOL-DISTRICTS.

Prior to this date there had l)een no regularly defined schooldistricts in to"·n. The money that hacl been raised annually was
in achlition to that arising from the school fund ; but now, in the
midst of war, the citizens took a forward step in education, and

8
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voted to divide the toiYll into school-districts, en.cb district having
its school in proportion to its valuution.
TilE ASSOCIATION TEST.

The continental congress sent out the following resolutions :
''In Congress l\Iarch 16, 1776
"Resolved: That it be recommended to the Several Assemblies, Conventions, and Councils or Committees of Safety of the United Colonies, immediately to cause all Persons to be disarmed within their
Respective Colonies, who are notoriously disaffected to the cause of
America, or who have not associated and refu se to associate, to defend
by Anns the United Colonies, against the Hostile attempts of the British Fleets & Armies.
'' Charles Thomson secy."

This wn.s submitted to the committee of safety for New Hampshire:
"Colony of New Hampshire
"In Committee of Safety
April 12th 1776
''In order to carry the Resolve of the Hon. 'ble Continental Congress
into execution, you are requested to desire all l\lales above Twenty
one years of age ( Lunatics, Idiots, & Negroes excepted) to sign to the
Declaration on this Paper; and when so done to make Return thereof,
together with the Name or Names of all who shall refuse to sign the
same, to the General Assembly or Committee of Safety of this Colony.
":M 'Yeare Chairman."

The pn.per submitted for signn.ture is known u.s the "Articles of
Associn.tion."
ARTICLES.

"In consequence of the above Resolution of the Hon Continental
Congress, and to show our determination in joining our American
Brethren in defending our Lives, Liberties and Properties of the Inhabitants of the United Colonies :
"1Ve the subscribers, do lte1·eby solemnly engage, and p1'omise, that we
will, to the ~ttmost of our Power, at the Risque of our Lives and Fm·tunes,
with A1·ms, oppose the Hostile Proceedings of the British Fleets and Al·mies against the United Colonies.''

This wn.s the people's Decbmtion of Independence, n.greecl to before the signing of thn.t document issued by the continental congress, July 4. They put their nn.mes boldly to the pn.per, thereby
declaring themselves rebels.
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Every citizen o£ Boscawen, with one exception, signed it. From
this document, we have the name o£ every male adult in town in
the spring o£ 1776) not including those who were doing military
service.
''Joseph Hoit.
Moses Call.
Moses l\lorse.
Jesse Flanders.
Moses Burbank.
John Flanders.
Daniel Noyes.
Daniel Clark.
Benja Day.
Nathan Corser.
Joseph Atkinson.
Robie l\Iorrill.
.Moses Burbank, jr.
Thomas Gardner.
Samuel Atkinson.
Jeremiah Hidden.
Caleb Merrill.
Daniel Peterson.
Benjamin Couch.
Jacob Flanders.
John Knowlton.
Eben Hidden.
Henry Gerrish.
Daniel Shepard.
Isaac Pearson.
·winthrop Carter.
Samuel Davis.
Benja Rolfe.
Ezekiel Flanders.
John Elliot, jr.
Thomas Elliot.
John l\luzay.
John Jackman.
James Garies [Gerald?].
Enos Flanders.
Jedediah Danford.
Jesse Flanders, jr.
·william Danford, Jr.

Samuel Corser.
Stephen Gerrish.
Samuel Burbank.
l\Ioses Jackman.
Enoch Gerrish.
John Morrill.
Silas Call.
Joseph Gerrish.
Mich 1 Sargent.
Thomas Bedel.
Simeon Jackman.
'Villiam 'Velch.
Moses Call.
David Burbank.
Simeon Atkinson.
Timothy Eastman.
Joseph Pearson.
Joseph Flanders.
Friend Little.
,T ohn Corser.
Edmund Chadwick.
.Moses l\Iorse, jun.
Moses Manuel.
Samuel Jackman.
Daniel Richards.
David Corser.
Asa Corser.
John Corser.
Edward Garies [Gerald?] .
John Manuel.
Bitfield Plumer.
David Carter.
Nathaniel Gookin.
John Stevens.
Samuel Ames.
Thomas Corser.
Jonathan Atkinson.
Samuel Clifford.
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Peter Kim ball.
Joseph Bean.
John Hale.
John Fowler.
Robert Elliot.
,Jolin Ilsley.
•James French.
Peter Coffin .
Saml Danford.
Oliver Fowler.
Benjamin Jackman.
John Bowley.
Joseph Muzzy.
John Bowley, jr.
Samuel Muzzy.
John Corser, Jun.
Isaac Noyes.
George Jackman.
Peter Roswell Stevens.
Samuel Agaton.
·william Danford.
John Uran.
Nicholas Elliot.
George Jackman, jun.
Capt. Stephen Gerrish.
Cutting Noyes.
John Elliot.
Nathaniel Atkinson.
Joseph Eastman. Total, 108.
Enoch Little.
Nathan Davis.
'' To the honorable Council and Honse of Representatives for the
Colony of New Hampshire, or Committee of Safety. This may certify that the within Declaration have Been offered to the Inhabitants
of Boscawen and unanimously signed excepting one (viz) Aaron
:Flanders Refused to sign the same.
'' George Jackman )
Cutting Noyes ~Selectmen
John Elliot
)
"June 3 1776."

It is probable that l\fr. Flanders's refusal to sign was not from
any hostility to the cause of lil•erty, nor from fear of consequences, hut from his temperament as an individual. He was a
person who found pleasure in being on the side opposite the majority, no matter what the question. It is not known that his
fellow-citizens abated their confhlence in his loyalty from his refusal to sign this declaration of independence.
The names given are from the original document in the secretary of state's office. It is difficult to make out some of the signahues. The name given in the provincial papers as " Garies" is
undoubtedly Gerald, as no such name appears in contem1)oraneous
records, and as it is known that :1\fr. Edward and l\Ir. James Gerald were residents of the town at the time.
l\Iarch 4. At the annual meeting, £35 was voted for schools,
£35 for preaching, £20 for the town, and £40 for the highways.
l\Iarch 28. Among the citizens of the county, who were sup-
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posed to be tories, were Peter Green, Esq., a lawyer residing at
Concord, also Jacob Green, a deputy sheriff; and the patriots of
Boscawen concluded to make known their sentiments in regard
to the gentlemen in the following manner:
Voted, " that we will break off all connections with Peter Green
Esq, in regard to employing him as an attorney at law."
Voted,'' that we will not employ nor have any connection with .Jacob
Green as Deputy Sheriff."
On the next day, :March 29, the citizens deliberated on the
state of the country, and passed the following patriotic votes:
''That Capt Stephen Gerrish, Capt Peter Kim ball, Samuel Fowler
Esq, Lieut Benj Jackman, Mr John Flanders, & George Jackman Esq,
be a committee to propose a plan and lay before the Town for procuring the men to go into the service of the United States of America agreeably to Order of Court."
Voted,'' that the war for time past & for future be maintained by a
tax on the Inhabitants in the same manner as the Law directs for Province Tax, allowing a man no more for four months service on his credit
in the Southern army than for three months in the Northern army and
so in proportion."
Voted, "to give fifty dollars as a bounty or hire from this Town to
each man who shall engage to go into the service of this Town for three
years.''
Voted, ' ' that the selectmen provide the money to pay the men who
shall enlist."
April 25. The citizens again assembled to take measures to
push on the war:
Voted, ''to carry on the war by a tax in equal proportion, on the inhabitants according to interest in the same manner as for their town
tax."
A committee was appointed, consisting of George Jackman,
Capt. Peter Kimball, John Elliot, Lieut. Enoch Gerrish, l\Ir.
John Flanders, Samuel 1\fuzzy, Capt. Samuel Atkinson, and
Isaac Pearson, "to enquire into the state of service already done in
the war, & make a just & equitable estimate of each Term that
has been done & make report."
The depreciation of the Continental currency had already
begun, and prices were unsettled. The state, therefore, undertook to regulate them. In accordance with an act of the council
and assembly, a town-meeting was held to undertake this task of
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making water run up hill,-settling what never has been or can
be settled.
Capt. Peter Coffin, Lieut. \Vinthrop Carter, Joseph Atkinson,
Capt. Peter Kimball, Lieut. l\'Ioses Burbank, l\1r. Robie l\Iorrill,
Lieut. ~loses Call, and George Jackman, Esq., ·were chosen a committee "to regulate the price of sundry articles enumerated in
sundry acts of the General Court of New Hampshire; also to
state such prices as are not therein enumerated."
Although sustaining this war, the tmvn was not unmindful of
the needs of education. Upon the selectmen's accounts are the
following items :
£1G- 8- 0
''Paid Capt Peter Coffin towards Schooling
10- 0- 0
Paid for Ammunition
5-14- 0
toward School on High st
D-12- 1
toward keeping school at the lower end (King st)
21- 0- 0,
pd Experience Eastbrook, for preaching
PREACIII:NG AT THE WEST EXD.

At the annual meeting, in 1\Iarch, a petition was presented, by
some of the citizens living west of Beaver-dam, praying that they
might be permitted to have preaching at that end of the town,
in proportion to the amount of their taxes. The request was
granted.
SMALL-POX.

It appears that inoculation for small-pox was at this time regarded as a hazardous experiment. The question came up in
town-meeting, and, after discussion, the follo"·ing vote was
passed:
·
"Voted that Col Gerrish & his family have the liberty to be innoculated for the small-pox if it appear to the selectmen to be expedient &
may be done with safety in the town's behalf."
l\Iarch 2, 1770. Notwithstanding the taxes imposed by the \\ar
for independence, the citizens did not abate any expense in maintaining preaching.
Voted, "that the ministerial committee inform l\Ir. Eastabrook
that it is the unanimous vote that he would supply them again as
soon as his engagement is out at Londonderry."
Provision vms made to supply the families of those ·who had
enlisted in the continental service.
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John Flanders and Samuel Atkinson were chosen "to procure
hinges, bars & lock to the meeting house, & see the. same secured. "
One hnnclred ancl twenty pounds was raised for highways, £40
for school, £30 for preaching, and £30 for the town.
It was voted to make "some consideration to the men who had
enlisted in the continental service."
April 21. George Jackman was elect ed as delegate to the convention called to meet at Concord on the 10th of June, " to form
a permanent place for state government. Also voted that Nicholas Davis keep the key of the meeting house."
At this meeting the voters of Salisbury were present, and the
two towns agreed not to send a representative to th e General Asscm bly. This action was not from any want of patriotism, but
evidently it was the opinion of the people that th e convention to
be held in Concord ·was the more important assembly, and that
the old government would soon be superseded by the new;
l\Iay 1:?. Y oted to employ R ev. Experi ence Eastabrook three
months as preacher, and to rai se £100 for the support of the gospel.
[From the selectmen's accounts.]
"paid l\Ir Eastabrook for one days preaching
£D- 0- 0
paid l\Ir W'" arcl For preaching a Day
3-12- 0
paid llenj Thurston for preaching two Days
paid for keeping l\Ir Ea::;tbrooks hors 5 weeks
paid ~ Ir Abraham Cumming sixty six pound toward
preaching at Boscawen
paid Cuttin g Noyes for Sarvice as selectmen two years,
keeping schoole & Going to Salisbnry for a cow
paid H enry Gerrish for money paicll\Ir Potter (minister)
& for Bording mr Judson's horse two--(days)
paid Isaac Noyes for making two Coffins

18- 0- 0
2-5-0
6G- 0- 0

27- S-,0

4-19- 0
3-12-

0"

SAW-JHILL AT THE WEST EXD.

During the year a saw-mill was erected on Blackwater river, a
few rod~ aboYe the mill now owned by Friend L. Bnrhank, Esq.
It was erected by H enry Gerrish. \Vork began l\Iay 21, and the
mill was finished July 19. A large number of men were employed in its construction, their united work being 3±9 clays.

120

CIVIL HISTORY.
PAPER

[1779.

RAGS.

The ";~tr had made paper very scarce. The home manufacture
of paper was begun; but rags were needed. The tovm, at its annual meeting, votecl,u That Dea Isaac Pearson & Capt Samuel Atkinson be collectors of
Rags for the Paper .1\lill.''
Neither by record nor tradition can we learn the location of the
paper-mill. Probably it was in some other town.
Col. Henry Gerrish and Capt. ]Jeter Kimball were appointed to
procure men for the servicr of the United States.
Owing to the depreciation of the currency, the town Yoted that
five dollars should be paid for a clay's work on the highway.
July 7. At a to"·n-meeting, held this date, the selectmen and
Capt. Peter Kimball were appointed to hire four "Continental
men, & five Rhode Island men upon the most reasonable terms
they can," and further to supply men from time to time as they
should be called for.
Sept. 8. The plan of government prepared by the convention
at Concord was presented to the citizens, thirty-five of whom
were present. It was r ead, article by article, and rejectecl,-fifteen Yoting for and twenty against its ncceptance.
Nov. 3. At this meeting the town once more attempted to
make water run up hill, by choosing a committee to regulate
prices.
A convention of town committees was held at Concord ;-but
bws of trade are superior to committees, and people bought and
sold irrespective of tariffs.
ITEl\IS

OF EXPENSE.

"paid Daniel Flanders Nathan Carter & Joseph hoit in
part for going in the Sarvice two months
49-16- 0
paid John Elliot for money paid .1\lr Henery for keeping
1-10- 0
school
paid John Elliot for Sarvice as selectman and Barding
7- 8- 0 ''
a school mistress
This is the first mention of a school-mistress on the town records.
66- 6- 0
''Paid .1\lr Hutchins for preaching
3- 0- 0"
paid 'Villiam .1\Iirrick for Boarding school master
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0
0

''Number of Polls 18 years old & upward
Number of male slaves
Female slaves
Number of acres of Orchard Land
Number of acres of arable tillage land
Number of acres of mowing land
Number of acres of Pasture land
Number of Horses & l\Iears
Number of colts 2 years old
Colts one year old
Oxen
Cows
Cattle 3 years old
,,

2

7t
205

601
358

57
11
13

82

77
68
82

,,

107
"
1 ,, "
£70
yearly reve [revenue] of mills repairs deducted
Smu total of the value of all Building & real estate improved
£4780
owned by the Inhabitants
£2200
unimproved real estate not owned by the Inhabitants
£200
Sum total of value of stock in Trade
Sum total of money in hand or at interest not in th e public
£225"
fund
CHARGE TO LIEUT. WINTHROP CARTER, CONSTABLE.

''To a Continental & State Rate
To a County & Town Rate
To a minister Rate
To a Continental Rate ad
To a Non Resident proprietors Rate
To a 'Var Rate

£1575- 7- 6
144- 0- 0

121-07- 1
2!:171- 1- 8
451-15- 0

(370-17- 7
£593-i- 9- 4 ''

[1780.

CHAPTER VIII.
CLOSE OF THE \VAR.

~HE

theatre of war was in the Southern states, and the militia,
being always ready for service, was not called upon for
active duties. The citizens, however, were compelled to manifest
their patriotism in a most unwelcome way,-the payment of heayy
taxes in a currency depreciated to such an extent that one hundred
dollars would barely suffice to buy a pair of shoes, or pay for an
ordinary meal. The rates charged to constable DaYid Corser
were,-

~while

" To a Continental Rate
£14058- 2To a Rate on the Non Residents
740- 0To a Town Rate
2045-18To a School Rate
1525- 9To a County Rate
131-16To a l\linisterial Rate
1024-15To a tax on the Improved land of the Non Resident
Proprietors
65-15-

6
0
9

0
0

0
0

£19592- 6- 5
14910-0±-00

To a Beef & \Var Rate

£3±50~-10-

6"

The disbursements were largely on account of the war.
ITEl\IS.

''To :Mr Hutchinson for preaching
clothing for Jonathan Uran for the Sarvice
paid \Vm Jackman for Beef
''
for Sarvice
,,'' for
" ,,
going into Sarvice
same
same

92- 8- 0
DD-D-0

189- 3259-13260- 347-1130-18-

0
0
6
0
0
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18- 0- 0
paid for a pair of Stockings for Jonathan Uran
22-10- 0
paid for a shirt for Jonathan Uran
310-18- 0 "
paid Capt Peter Coffin for beef
Thomas Coffin, though but four years old at the time, r emembered the transaction. The rate was levied in Continental money,
but was paid in coin. He r emembered the clinking of the Spanish
milled dollars on the hearth, to ascertain their genuineness.

''paid Joseph Couch for boarding l\Ir Noyes & horse
72- 0- 0 ''
l\Ir. Noyes probably wi:ts a minist er, the last employed before
the engagement of Rev. Samuel \Vood. How long he preached
is not known. From another entry, in 1183, "paid J\Ir T homas
Noyes for preaching 4-10-0," it may be inferred that h e was an
occasional preacher, supplying the pulpit from time to time.
"Paid John Flanders casting lead into Balls
26- 5- 0
Paid Daniel Clark for a pair of shoes for Uran
30- 0- 0
paid Joseph Hoit for going into sarvice
259- 0- 0
paid Simeon Carr
259- 0- 0
paid Jonathan Atkinson for keeping schoole
288- 0- 0
paid Winthrop Carter for a hat for John Uran
2-1- 0- 0
paid for clothing John Uran for Sarvice
140- 0- 0
paid Jonathan Uran for going into Sarvice
90- 0- 0
paid Jonathan Uran for going to be mustered
69- 0- 0 "

It is to be hoped that Jonathan Uran \Yas a valiant soldier, for
it cost a great deal of money, to say nothing of the selectmen's
running h ere and there, to get him into the "Sarvice."
" paid Joseph Lunt for two pairs of Shoes for Jonathan
Uran
72- 0- 0
paid Enoch Little for his son's sarvice in the army
464- 0- 0
paid Cntting Xoycs for cloth for Jonathan Urau
33-15- 0
paid Joseph Little going into Sarvice
180- 0- 0
for Sarvice
210- 0- 0
paid ~loses :1\Iorse for cloth for Jonathan Uran
65-14- 0"
REV. S.Al\IUEL WOOD.

During the year, ]\fr. Samuel \Vood, of L ebanon, a graduate of
Dartmouth, and a young theologue, was employed to preach. The
to·wn had been without a settled mini~t e r during the whole period
of the \Y::tr. ?tfr. \Voocl being an acceptable preacher, a movement
was mnde towards his settlement; bnt no r esult was reached till
the e u~ning year.
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The depreciation of the continental currency was so grc·at, that •
a day's work on the highway was reckoned at £6, or $20. The
selectmen had been accustomed to charge $2 a year for their services, but the town voted $100 instead, and two bushels of pease!
The pease were, probably, quite as valuable as the money.
1781. The selectmen \Vere directed to assess a tax that \vould
supply preaching for eight months, and the committee were directed to employ l\Ir. \Vood at least four Sundays.
Lieut. Enoch Gerrish was chosen town agent for procuring
beef for the continental army.
The first record of the several school-districts gives th e division
of the school money :
SCHOOL-DISTRICTS.

"Proportion of school money to Each District for the year 1781
The lower end school [King st]
£8- 3- 5
River Road School [Fish st]
3-1G-10
1Vater st School
5- 0- 4
Over the Pond South Dist [Pntney]
4- 7-11
Over the Pond North District ['Ybite Plain]
3- 0- 9
3- 1- 0 "
Atkinson District
The districts on Corser hill, Little hill, and Battle street are
wanting.
TOWN RATES.

The taxes charged to Constable George Jackman, collector,
show that they were levied partly in the new emission of continental money, and partly in hard money.
CALL TO REV. l\IR. WOOD.

July 31. A special meeting was h eld, ~t tlw request of the
church, to ascertain the sentiments of the town in regard to settling l\Ir. \Vood, and adjourn ed to August 13, when it ·mts voted66 to 16-to extend an invitation to l\Ir. \Vood, with a salary of
£50 for the first two years,-the money to be valued at Gs. Gd. per
ouncc,-to be paitl in coin, or its equivalent in current money.
Mter two years the salary was to increase £5 per annum until
it reached £70, which from that time on was to be his salary.
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The to-..vn also voted £90 for his expenses of settlement, with
the use of the parsonage.
A protest was signed by twenty voters, and entered upon the
records, "against the proceedings of this & former meetings in
proceeding to settle 1\Ir. \Vood in the Presbyterian way as a
town."
THEOLOGY.

Theological lines at this period were sharply drawn, in reganl
to the L1octrine of the atonement and original sin. Especially
was this the case in Newbury, from whence most of the original
proprietors came. Dr. l\furray, of that town, was an exponent
of what was called the "limited atonement," or an atonement for
the elect, while Dr. Samuel Spring was a leader of the "new
view/' as it was called-that Christ died for all. The majority
of the citizens of Boscawen had accepted the "new view," while
there was still a respectable minority who believed in the " limited atonement."
Out of this controversy came new names. The new view men
were called "Four-cornered" or "Square men," and the others
"Three-cornered men." The "four-corneretl men" arrogated to
themsel\·es more comprehensive views, aml a fuller and more perfect system of doctrine, than were held by their "three-cornered"
brothers.
CROWSFOOT AXD THEOLOGY.

It was about this time that the yellow crowsfoot, or buttercup, made its appearance in the fiehls and pastures. It is narrated that a "three-cornered" man, while mowing the crowsfoot
with the intention of exterminating it as a noxious weed, said," So am I determined to L1o what I can to exterminate the heresy
of the general atonement!"
Those who protested against the settlement of J\fr. \Voocl were
the "three-cornereJ" men. Although the opposition was so pronounced, 1\Ir. \Vood was settled, the ordination being on the 17th
of Octo her, 1782. ·
From the first settlement of the town "the gospel" was the
first care of the inhabitants. No matter how difficult to obtain
the necessaries of life, to clear the forests, to obtain their daily
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bread, to protect themselves from the Indians, or to secure their
liberties, the gospel must be preached. It is the one distinguishing fe ature of the proprietors' and the town records. \Vithout
doubt, the prosperity, stability, anJ high character of the town, for
one hundred and forty years, are due to this devotion to principle.
Rev. 1\Ir. \Vood, by his urbanity and prudence, won universal
esteem, silenced all opposition, and remained the pastor of the
church till his death, which occurred in 183-!.
LORDS PROPRIETORS.

The lands of the proprietors who had not paid their taxes were
sold July 11th. Though so large a proportion of the tax had been
levied in the new emission of continental money, the depreciation
was so great that the taxes yielded Yery little revenue; and at a
town-meeting, held September 10th, the selectmen were directed to
levy the tax anew, in silYer.
Boscawen at this time was classed with Salisbury as a representatiYe district; but the two towns could not agree upon a candidate, and remained unrepresented.
1782. Though Cornwallis had surrendered, peace had not been
declared. The town still stood ready to meet any demand that
might come, for men or supplies. At the annual meeting, in
J\Iarch, Lieut. Enoch Gerrish 'vas again chosen to provide men,
beef, and clothing for the army, if needed.
The meeting-house had been erected thirteen years, but the
galleries were still unfinished. The calls for money during the
war had been so frequent and urgent, that no effort had been
made towarJs completing the edifice. At a special meeting, held
in J\Iay, the to"·n voted to sell the gallery pews, and apply the
proceeds towards finishing the house.
PROPRIETORS' 1\IEETIXG.

For a period of ten years there had been no meeting of the proprietors. J\Iany of the proprietors, or their heirs, deemed it advisable to sell the lands held in common and undivided; and a
meeting was held, October 2d, to take the matter into consideration.
It was voted to sell the remaining estates at public auction. As
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a token of their desire to aid in every public enterprise, they made
a donation of 400 feet of glass for the glazing of the windows in
the gaJlery of the meeting-house, and Col. H enry Gerrish was appointed to procure the same.
CLAY HILL.

At an adjourned meeting, held November 12th, the proprietors
specifically r ese rved two acres of land at Clay hill, to be for the
common u sc of all the proprietors,-thus securing forever to the
inhabitants of the town an interest in the excellent deposit of
clay at that locality.
FROl\I THE SELECTMEX'S ACCOUXTS.

Feb. 28.
''paid for rum for the army
paid to Simeon Atkinson for Banestors & Iling [for the
l\Ieeting House]
paid l\lehetable Hidden for keeping schoole

13-11--4
75 - 0
16- 0 "

Although a female t eacher was employed as early as 1779, the
name of ~Iehitablc Hidd en is the first of her sex on record.
Another item :
''paid ·w ells Burbank for barding School Dame
1- 1-- 0"

l\lr. \Yells Burbank lived on \Yater street, on land formerly
owned l,y T homas Coffin-now by G. \V. Fisher-and the chilclren of that district had therefore the benefit of :Miss Hidden's
instruction.
In February, the selectmen settled with R ev. J\Ir. \Vood for his
sen·ices before his ordination.
[From the Records.]
"Feb 28 1782.
'' This Day reckoned and settled with the selectmen of the Town of
Boscawen and Received an order on Benjamin Jackman constable for
the sum of Kine Pound three shillings & ten pence Lawful money
which is in Full for all the Time I have supplied the Desk in Boscawen
before th e Day of my ordination
Samuel "\Vood
George Jackman } 1 t
,
Cutting Noyes
se ec men
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STATE AND NATIONAL GOVERNMENT.

1783. The plan of state government, sent to the towns for
adoption, -n·as presented at the annual meeting, in March, and rejected.
R ev. Samuel \Vood, Col. Henry Gerrish, and Samuel Fowler
were chosen delegates to the state convention, to set forth the
objections of the town.
At a meeting, held August 18th, the eighth article of the confederation between the states was approved by the town, as recommended by the General Court.
SECO:!S"D BRIDGE OVER THE BLACKWATER.

At a special meeting, held September 29th, the town voted to
build the upper bridge over the Blackwater, near Dea. Eliphalet
Kilborn's residenc e.
The selectmen's books show the amounts of the school fund apportioned to the several districts :
''Lower End Schol [King st]
River Rode Schol
High st Schol
'Vater st Schol
South District over Beaver Dam
North District over Beaver Dam
TOWN

16- 4- 6
5-2-5
6-2-8
12-17- 0

10-14-10
3-18- 5"
CE~SUS.

The selectmen's books also give the first town census :
''Number of Inhabitants, buildings & Land in Boscawen as taken
Oct 1783.
756
'' 'Vhite Inhabitants
Black eli tto
1
Dwelling houses
08
Barns & other Buildings
101
Acres of Land
25,820
"Taken April 1783
"No of Polls from eighteen to seventy-five years of age
151
No of negroes
0
Acres of Orcharcling
15
106
Arable & Tillage Land

1784. J
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Mowing Land
652
Pasture I_Jand
G12
No of Horses & mares
75
Oxen
134
Cows
221
Horses & cattle three years o-ld
78
Horses & cattle two years old
114
Horses & cattle one year old
105
yearly rent of mills
£50
value of all Building & Real Estate & improved land
£4463
value of Real Estate not owned by Inhabitants
£2595
value of stock iu trade
£50
value of money in hand or at Interest Not in the publick
Funds
0"

The town had been settled fiity years, a11d though it contained
758 inhabitants, yet the whole amonnt of tillage, pastnra.ge, mowing, ancl orcharcling was only 1,475 acres, out of 25,820 comprised in the town limits. Thus slowly had civilization made its
way in the dense forest that at the outset covered all the territory.
MEETING-HOUSE AT THE WEST END.

The people living west of Beaver-dam brook, being so hr from
meeting, agitated the qnestion of the erection of a house of worship at the \Vest end, and a committee was chosen to select a site.
1784. The town during the war took care of the families of
the soldiers in the service. In the selectmen's accounts are the
items of clothing, provisions, and other articles furnished the family of Joshua Danford. It is interesting, because it sets forth the
depreciation of the currency, and the pecnliar hardship to the
soldiers in taking their pay in a worthless cnrrency.
"Feb 16 1674.
"To one bushel of wheat Delivered you
To answering your order by John Jan·old 4 bush corn
To one bushel Corn by your wife
To one bushel & a half of Corn
To Corn by Capt Coffin
To 592 Continental Dollars 75 for one
To 5-!6 Continental Dollars at 100 for one
To a ton of hay & a bushel of potatoes
To 30 lbs salt pork at 9 pence

9

0-6-0
12- 0
0
4-6
15- 0
2-7-3
38 -

1-13- 0
2-2- 0
1-2-6

130

CIVIL HISTORY.

[1784-.

To two pair shoes & one pair Mogersons
1-0-6
0-17-- 7
To Rum, Sugar, Molasses & Salt by Lunt
6-0
To one pair shoes
0-9-0
To pasturing a cow
1-7-0
To 4! bushels of rye
Boscawen Fb 13 1784:
Reckoned & settled all accounts with Joshua Danford
From the time of His first Entering into Continental Sarvice up to the First Day of January AD
177 4 allowing him at the Rate of Sixty Dollars a
year as a hire or Bounty and Deducting one hundred dollars in part of the above amount for
amount exhibited to the state for alowance by the
order & find due him
6-18- 7
".Joshua Danford. ''
GENERAL WARNIXG

OUT.

During the year the selectmen gave a general "warning out"
to persons not born in the town,-not, perhaps, that the individuals were likely to become prLupers, but as a precautionary measure. It was among the possibilities that \Yell-to-do citizens might
become poor, and in such case a warning out would relieve the
town from responsibility. It was the ethics of the time. Among
the number thus notified to leave were Schoolmast er Fisk and family, and others, who, through life, were substantial citizens. The
duty was performed by Constable Edmund Chadwick.
ROAD TO DARTMOUTH COLLEGE.

Settlements were pushing northward, especially up the Connecticut valley. The rich meadows and uplands of Haverhill and
Newbury and other localities were exceedingly attracti,·e, and
there was a public demand for an improved road from the Merrimack to the upper Connecticut. The people of the upper towns
petitioned the legislature for a public road. The petition was
presented in 1784, and an act passed appointing Timothy \Valker
of Concord, Ebenezer Smith of l\Iereclith, and Henry Gerrish of
Boscawen, a committee to lay out the same "four roads wide, beginning at the River Road or highway (so called) in the town of
Boscawen in the most convenient place & from thence to proceed
in the most direct course the situation of the land will admit of to
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Connecticut river at or near Dartmouth College, having respect
to public & private interests."
On the copy of the act sent to Col. Henry Gerrish are the
notes,'' 1785 May 24 set out. Returned 30th d- 7 Days. Adjourned to
Sept 12th 1785 to meet at Col H Gerrish's.
"Oct 26th 1785. l\Iade a Return of said Road which [was] received
& was accepted by the General Court."
The road left the river in the hollow at the north end of King
street, ancl ascended the hill, crossing the present highway, and
descending the steep hill to Cold brook; then winding up the
rn,vine past the brick-kilns, crossing the road leading to Bashan,
striking across the pbin to \:Voodbury hill ; thence up the present travelled road to :Merrill corner; thence to High street. So
far as the town of Boscawen was concerned, few changes were
made in the then existing roads.
The highway was called the "College " road, and after the
fourth New Hampshire turnpike was constructed, was known as
the "College old road."
In the selectmen's account for the year is an item in regard to
Blackwater upper bridge:
"paid Silas Call for Rum to Raise Blackwater Bridge
78- 0."
\Vhether it was the raising of a britlge, a Larn, a dwelling, or a
meeting-house, whether a wedtling or a funeral, whether the citizens were at home or abroad, nothing was done :w·ithout the stimulus of ardent spirit.
"OYERHAULING" A COMl\IITTEE.

l\1arch 7, 1786. The citizens of Boscawen were watchful of
their interests. At this meeting, Capt. Peter Coffin, Samuel
Fowler, and Ebenezer Hidden were appoin ted "to overhaul and
settle with a former committee that was chosen to sell the Gallery pews in the Meeting house & see how they have proceeded
in the matter."
A committee was also appointe<l "to overhaul the selectmen's
books."
l\Inj. Enoch Gerrish and David Carr were appointed "to assist
the surveyor in building a bridge across Clay Hill."
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This bridge was intended to avoid the steep descent and ascent
through the gulf. It stood a, few feet west of the present bridge.
1\'I.A.NUF ACTURES.

Through the war the citizens had been compelled to manufacture
all articles of wearing apparel. Carding and fulling mills ·were
establi~hecl in every town.
l\Ien acquaint ed with the <.lres~ing of
cloth iYere in demand. Some time during the ·war, I saac Pearson,
of N ewlmry, began the dressing of cloth in the "hollow," and rapidly accumulated a fortune.
Hatters were also a necessity. \Vheelrights, joiners, cabinetmakers, were to be found in every town. \Yagons were not at
this time in use, but carts were needed everywhere. Saddlers
~mel harness-makers, and mechanics in general, ivere able to thrive
by their industry. Skilled labor commanded remnnerati \'e prices.
GUNPOWDER.

During the war, powder was in great demand.
J'.fany stories are current of the quality of some of the poiYder manufactured during the war. There was a scarcity of saltpetre, and
stable floors were frequently taken np to obtain the earth beneath
for leeching. Some of the powder manufactured was slow to ignite,
and of no great explosive force when ignited. It is related that
a solJier, having some of the poor powder, flashed his gun. He
thought that he had forgotten to load, and had only primed it.
He placed himself in position to load, when, hearing a fizzing, he
discovered that the charge had taken fire and was coming np the
barrel. Being quick-motioned, he took aim once more, just in
season to send the bullet into the ranks of the enemy!
It is stated that on another occasion a quantity of powder in a
keg took fire, and nearly half of it burnt np uefore it could be
extinguished!
These stories, if classed among those related by Baron l\Innchausen, may at least be set down as illustrative of the humor of the
times.
SCARCITY OF 1\IOXEY.

There was great distress at this time on account of the scarcity
of money. Paint it in the most vivid colors, and the picture will
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not be oYenlrawn. Continental money was worthless. A hundred dolbrs would not pnrehase a spool of thread, or a breakfa:;t.
There was no state currency; there were no banks; there was
little silver and less gold in the country. The small amount of
silvrr in circubtion was of Spanish coinage, recei,·ed through
traue with the \Vest Indies. There was little direct trade "·ith
Europe, and what little had sprung up was against the United
States, rather than in their favor. There was nothing to cause a
flow of the precious metals to Ameri ca, Lut, on th e contrary, what
little was here was gradually flowing from the country: and
th is whil e there was a rapid increase of population.
Nearly all trade was by barter. The great difficulty was the payment of taxes. A weak, inchoate, in ert, lifeless confederation of
states had been estaLlished,-a body with out a heart or head.
Th e New Hamp:;hire legislature called for an expression of
public opinion in regard to the issuing of a paper currency by
the state. The town, at a special meeting in November, gave its
assent to the issuing of a currency equal in amount to the intlebtedness of the state, to be redeemed at the end of seven years.
TIEBELLIOXS.

The discontent of the times broke into open rebellion in Massachusetts, under Gen. Shay, the leader of the movement; also in
Pennsyl,·ania, and in the sea-coast towns of New Hampshire.
The ui shubance in this state was quickly quelled by th e firm,
energetic, yet conciliatory measures of .1\Iaj. Gen. Sullivan. No
breach of the peace occurred in Boscawen; but the spirit of
discontent was abroad, manifest in a. di sr egard for la.w and order,
as will be seen further on.
POPULATION.

The increase of population in the town may be seen from the
following item in the selectmen's books :
"The Number of Soles in the Town of Boscawen of Every age Seck
and Condition taken in the month of ..April A D 1786 are computed at
827 Soles."
Th e town met, 1\Iarch 31, to choose a representative to the
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General Court, but, after much debate, voted that the town would
not be represented.
This was due to the prevailing discontent of the times- a
dissatisfaction with the state of public affairs, the want of currency, and an inability to see their way out of their troubles. The
confederation and the state were supposed to be the authors of
their troubles, or at least responsible, and the majority of the citizens desired no connection with either body.
MOVEl\IE~T

FOR A NEW COUNTY.

From the formation of Hillsborough county, the session of the
court had been held at Amherst; but the towns in the northern
section agitated the question of making a second shire town. A
convention was called to meet at \Varner, to 'vhich delegates were
elected by the several towns. Boscawen united in the effort, and
a petition was presented to the General Court, and an act obtained
making Hopkinton a shire town.
FEDERAL

CO~STITUTION.

The federal constitution, framed in 1787, was submitted to the
states for adoption. There was a large number of people in the
state opposed to its acceptance. :l\Iany of the citizens of Boscawen deemed it an objectionable instrument, and regarded its
adoption as a surrender of their liberties.
At a special meeting, held J armary 14, the town elected Capt.
Joseph Gerrish delegate to the convention called by the state. He
was supposed to be in favor of the adoption of the constitution.
The minority, not satis:fiell ·with the result, induced the selectmen
to call a second meeting, J\lay 23. A majority of those present
elected Samuel Fowler, Esq., delegate, and instructed him to vote
against the adoption of the constitution.
The two delegates made their appearance at the convention,
and Capt. Gerrish was deemed to be duly elected, and was admitted to his seat. He expressed, undoubtedly, the sentiments of a
majority of the citizens, in voting for the adoption of the constitution.
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ELECTION UNDER THE

CONSTITUTION.

Dec. 15. The first election was held under the federal constitution, when very little interest was manifested. At the l\farch
meeting, 115 Yotes were cast for governor, but at this meeting
the highest vote for electors was 36.
l\Iarch 3, 1789. Voted, "that nir E Chadwick & Mr Samuel
~Iuzzy, tiYo former Constables, have the liberty to collect their
taxes now due in neat stock provided they pay in the same between the first d~ty of May & the first day of June."
SALE OF SCHOOL LANDS.

The town Yoted to dispose of a portion of its school lands, and
keep the fund intact for educational purposes. nioney ·was very
scarce. The federal government had issued no coin. Nearly all
transactions were by barter. It was accordingly voted, that
"Stock equal to six feet oxen at twelve pounds the york, ($60),
wheat at five shillings per bushel, rye at four shillings & Indian
corn at three shillings be taken in payment.''
The lots sold as follows :
'' House lot
Interval lot
80 Acre lot

$12±.
210.

453.

$787.''
Two other lots-one of 100 acres ~mel one of 45 acres-were reserved. The amount was placed. on interest, loaned to the town,
and has so remained to the present time, the interest being annually appropriated to the support of schools.
The school-district on Little hill and two districts west of Long
pond were established during the year.
The road from Long street south to Dwight corner, known as
Pleasant street, and thence to Bashan and Hopkinton, and the
road from High to Fish street, familiarly known as the "cathole," were opened as public high,vays.
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CHAPTER IX .
UNDER THE

CONSTITUTION.

«HE adoption of the federal constitution, the reorganization
, of the state government, brought onler out of chaos. Then
began a period of ach·ancement. Emigration set in. There was
a rapid increase in population, and progress in d01nestic as well as
political affairs. In a very short time the meeting-house accommochtion was not sufficient. A portion of the floor was occupied
by "seats" common to all; but there being a clemanc1 for more
pews, the town voted to sell space sufficient for the completion of
four pews.
There was dignity in sitting in a pew. The men of the period
estimated mnk, condition, station, titles, and honor at their full
value. The minister, of all men in tow·n, was entitled to respect.
The deacons ancl elders occupieL1 the seats immediately in front of
the pulpit, and 'vere treated 1Yith much respect. The town justice was honored in his office, and was always addressed as
"Esquire." Colonels, captains, lieutenants, and eusigns " ·ere honored in their military titles. The community was undergoing a
change; it had r everenced the king, hut now the community
itself was king. It had pushed monarchy from the throne,
and enthroned itself: it had assumed the prerogatives of gonrnment, and was beginning to feel its power. A few years later
democracy was rampant, but at this time law and order. and an
adherence to old time customs, were characteristic of the citizens
of the town. :Thien who were able to own a pew in the meetinghouse were not disposed to occupy the common seats. Hence the
sale. The pews were bid off by
Nathaniel Green, Esq.,
Joseph Lunt,

$66

41
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Simeon Atkinson,
Enoch Gerrish,

$40

:>G

1701.

For some cause the town elected five selectmrn, the first
and only time in its history.
The committee for finishing the meeting-house 'vere instructed
"to extend the length of the front gallery & that there be two
pews-one on each end-finished at the charge of the town near
by six fe et square & that the remainder 1e finished fo r a singers
pew."
''Voted that the selectmen be directed to remove Thomas Greenfield
& family provided that it. be according to law. "

\Yhat 'fhomas Greenfield ami family had done do es not appear;
but the proba1ilities are that they stood in need of the to"·n's aid,
and may not haYe been warned to leave. From the vote, it would
seem that the question lJefore the town was one of law, rather than
of ethics or of sentiment.
The people at the \Y est end had made several efforts to obtain a
meeting-house in that section, hn t not having succeeded, agitated
the question of dividing the town, and prepared a petition to the
General Court for that purpose.
PETITIOX FOR A NEW TOWN.

''To the Honerable Senate & House of Uepresentative 's of the State
of New Hampshire in General Court Assembled:
"The subscribers Inh ahitants of the westerly half of the town of
Boscawen in said state, Humbly beg leave to show that the easterly half
of said Town was first settled & that the meeting House bnilt to accommodate that part of the Town only, giving the westerly part which was
then thinly inhabited encouragement for a parish when th eir numbers
were sufficient, but as it is not ngreeable to the laws of the state, your
petitioners are exposed to great inconvenience & hardshi p in atte nding
public worship, Town l\leetings & especially in the winter Heason-it
being more than five miles from the l\leeting Hon se to the C~nt1·e of
the westerly half of said Town & that from the combiuation of Ponds,
Hills & Swamps &c which lie between the easterly & westerly half will
ever render it inconvenient to remain in one District & in our present
situation we have 110 redress without the aid of this court.
''Your petitioners therefore pray that the westerly half of said Town
may be set off from the easterly half & incorporated into a seperate
Town by the name of Bristol with the same privileges as other Towns
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in this state or otherways relieved as your Honors in your wisdom
shall see meet & your petitioners as in Duty bound shall ever pray.
'' Boscawen June 1, 1791.
" John Thorla,
Thos. Thorla,
Caleb Knight
Benja. Stickney
Jeremiah Gerrish
Moses Coffin,
James Corser
Friend Little
Benja. Little
Joseph Little
Enoch Little Jr
Jesse Little
Nat h1 Barnard
Tristam Barnard
Philip Barnard
Thomas Barnard
John Asten
Nathan Stevens
Samuel Roby
Samuel Beverly
"William Corser
Thomas Corser
Samuel Jackm:~.n
John .Jackman
l\Ioses J ackman
Samuel Atki uson
Joseph Hills
Joseph Cass
Ben. Cass
Joseph Gerrish
Eldad Austin
Asa Day
Be11jamin Day
Sim eon Jackman
Edward Gerald
David Carter

Saml Jackman 3d
Benj Fisk
John Gerald
Saml Googin
Stephen Corser
George Stone
Benja. Sweatt
Enoch Easman
Timothy Easman
Tho• Easman
James Colby
l\loses Calf
Eliphalet Little
Benja Conch
Joseph Little
Sam 1 l\lorss
Eliphalet Kilburn
James Little
Simeon Corser
Nathl Kilburn
John Corser
Danl Colby
Jona Corser
J edidiah Kilburn
Jedidiah Danford
Nicholas Severance
James Tru ssell
·william Danford
Beuja Asten
l\Ioses Gerrish
Noah Little
Jona Knight
Samuel Cor::;er
Benja Severance
David Burbank,

71"

In the year 1777, there probably were not more than ten legal
voters west of Bea1er-darn. In thirteen years the number had increased to seventy-one-so rapid was the ad·mncernent. The cir-
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culn.tion of the petition, the unanimity with which it was signed,
alarmed the citizens of the east section, who did not wish to see
the town divided. A town-meeting was called, which was held
April 26, and James Flanders, Ebenezer \Vebster, and Luke
Wilder were appointed a committee to select a site for a new
meeting-house. These are the nam es of non-residents. Ebenezer \Vebster \\as Judge Webster of Salisbury, father of Daniel
and Ezekiel.
It was voted that the frame be raised, and the pews sold during
the year.
At a meeting held Sept. 17th, it was voted "that the bigness
of the frame be the same as that built by the town in the easterly
part thereof."
In the \Vebster town-house, as it was before the east and west
porches were removed, \\e have the counterpart of the building which once stood near the burial-pln.ce in Boscawen. The
committee reported at a meeting h eld Oct. 17th. It is not
known what locality had been selected by them, but their report
was rejected, and the following vote passed :
THE SITE OF THE l\IEETING-HOUSE.

[From the records.]
'' it was put to vote if said Town would Accept the Place to Set the
New Meetin g House on which is Now under Consideration on the East
Side of Blackwater or as near the corner of l\lr. Cogswills land in a
New Place of Stubble Ground, voted in the affirmative.
"Voted that a meeting house Frame be built at The Charge of the
town.' '
1\Ir. Samuel Jackman contracted to furni sh the frame for $94.
So satisfactorily was the contract fulfilled, that the town voted
him $ 16.68 additional.
RAISING THE l\IEETING-IIOUSE.

The rmsmg of a meeting-house was a great event, and people came from the surrounding towns to aid in the work They
came early in the morning, with pike-poles and pitch-forks and
iron bars,-pike-poles and pitch-forks to lift with when the" broadside " should be well up in the air, and iron bars to hold against the
foot of the posts to slide them into the mortises of the sills. On
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such an occnsion there wns plenty of l'UllL The first thing to be
done was to take n chink, to give stl·ength for the labor of the
day. Then came the bringing togeth er of tho timbers. rrhe
sills were already laid and levelled. First the posts, then the
girts and le\ers, and lastly the plates.
It had been framed Ly the "scribe" 1·nle- each piece being fitted
to its place. The "square" rul e was then unknown to country
ca1·penters. The broadside was then pinned together. Then
came the drinking of more rnm, and the marshalin g of the crowcl,the cool-headed men hold of the iron bars, the strong and experienced men in places of responsibility. \Yh en all were ready, the
master workman, standing in rear where he conld see all that was
going on, commanded silence. \Y e hear him say," Are you 1·eady all ? "
"Aye ! aye ! "
" Take hold all ! "
The men beml, and place their shoulders ben eath the posts. A
swarm take hold of the plate, another hold of the girts. The men
at the iron bars spit on their hands:
"Now, then!"
The fra1he rises.
"Heave away, my hearti es ! "
It is np to their shoulders.
"Now she ri::;es ! "
Those by the plates seize tl1eir pike-poles and pitch-forks.
At each corner and in the middle are "shores," with a crowd of
men and hoys liftin g on each.
•
"Heigh 0 ! my hearties ! "
They lift 'IYith all their might, and gro·w red in the face. The
pike-poles bend, the handles of the ]Jitl:h-forks are 1·eady to snap.
"Stea1ly there!"
Now comes the tug of war at the foot of the posts. The ironbar men are bracing 'IYith all their might.
"HeaYe-ho!" from the master.
"Now she goes ! " from the men.
Higher, still higher, up to the perpendicnbr. The tenons slide
into the m01·tises in the sills, the " shore " men hold back on the
poles, and the first broadside of the honse of God stands in its appointed place. The men wipe their brows, and take another drink

Town H ouse, \Vebster.
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of rum. There is a congratulatory Jra.m all aroun<l, in preparation for the opposite broadside. That, too, rises. Then rome
the connecting girts and plates, and then the lifting of the beams
for the galleries, and the high beami'i, the putting up of sleepers,
pbnks antl boa-rds, rafters aml purlins, and, last of all, the ridgepole. \Yhen the last is in its place, a crowtl of men sit astride it,
take full drams from the bottles of rnm passed up to thPm, and
then dash the Lottles to the ground. This last is the de(licatory
dram. ·
Such the scene on that tlay.
So complete were the arrangements, so excellent the workmanship of Samuel Jackman; so num erous the men, so early at work in
the morning were they, that the first Lroadside was up Lefore
nine o'clock, the last dram drank before noon, and the raising
·was over.
Thomas Coffin, a boy of fourteen at the time, remembers the
occasion as one of the great ennts of his boyhooLl.
The amount of rum drank at th e raising is seen from the selectmen's book:
£3-17- 2 ,,
" Paid for rum to raise the New l\leeting House
-nearly $ 20.
FESTIVITIES.

In the evening, after the frame of the meeting-house was raised,
the young men repaired to the house now owned by Henry L.
Dodgt', where the girls, who had been looker::;-on at the raising,
were assembled. The town had provided a generous supply of
food and Ii(]nors, and all hands after supper joined in a grand
dance, which was kept up till past midnight.
The pews were set up, and solJ., and the proceeds applied to finishing the honse.
$28
"No 1 Benjamin Sweatt
2 Eliphalet Kilburn
29
22
3 Samuel Jackman
16
4 Ezekiel Flanders
29
5 Henry Gerrish
38
G John Jarrold
35
7 Samuel Morse
31
8 Joseph Gerrish
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19 Friend Little
10 Benjamin Stickney
11

12
13
14

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34:

Thomas Thorla
Joseph Cass
David Corser
Caleb Knight
Be nj a Little
Nathan Kilborn
Dr Cutting Noyes
Silas Call
John Corser
Benjamin Couch
Jonathan Thurston
Samuel Morse
.Moses Coffin
Minister
David Burbank
John Flanders
Jeremiah Gerrish
Benja Jackman
Nicholas Severance
1\loses Calef
Joseph Atkinson
Daniel Pillsbury
Enos Flandera
Enoch Little

[1791.
~21

35
44
61
48
45
34
21
34
35
36
33t
24~

35
40
43

34
33
38
52
43
34t
34t
37
52

Gallery.
No

1 Edmund Chadwick
2 Jonathan Thurston
3 Benjamin Knowlton
4

Enoch Gerrish & John Flanders

5 Peter Kim ball
6

Joshua Jackman

7 Benjamin Cass
8

9
10
11

12
13
H

David Call
Edmund Chadwick
James Corser
David Corser
Benjamin Austin
John J an·old
Benja Choate

$30
11

16f
22
17t
11
14

22

21
21

21
20
30t
14
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15 Samuel Jackman 3d
16

17
18
19
20
21
22
23

John Jerrold
Friend Little
John l\Iannel
N athanicl Thurston
Daniel Shepard
John Jarrold
Moses Call
David Carter

$12

13t
18
18
1411
30}
24
2-1''

POST ROUTES.

The legislature, at its session this year, established four post
routes through the state.
"The first begining at Concord thence to proceed through '\Veare,
New Boston, Amherst, " Tilton, Temple, Peterborough, Dul>lin, Marlborough, Keen, ·w estmoreland, 'Val pole, Alstead, Acworth, Charlestown, Claremont, Newport, Lempster, 'Vashington, Hillsborough, Henniker, Hopkin ton to Concord.
"The second from Concord to Boscawen, Salisbury, Andover, New
Chester, Plymouth, Haverhill, Piermont, Orford, Lyme, Hanover, Lebanon, Enfield, Canaan, Grafton, Alexandria, Salisbury to Concord."
The other two connected the towns in the eastern part of
the state with Concord and Portsmouth. E ach post-rider was
required to perform his route weekly, extraordinary circumstances excepted. The riders on the first and second routes
were paid twelve pounds each. They were required to reverse
their alternate trips. The postage on single letters was fixed at
six pence for forty miles, and four pence for any distance less than
forty. Once a week, therefore, the citizens of Boscawen could
send a letter to other sections of the state on the route of the
rider; but if directed to a town on one of the other rout es, from
six to twelve clays would be the time required.
1792. The town, at its annual meeting in l\farch, voted to sell
the parsonage lauds, and put the money at interest. The sales
amounted to $918. The money was loaned to the town, :.tnd the
interest devoted to the support of a minister.
The constitution of New Hampshire having been revised, it
was submitted to the town at a special meeting, held August 27,
and adopted hy the citizens.
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LIBERALITY OF TIEV. 1\IR. WOOD.

Rev. :Mr. \Vootl, having the advancement of the town in Yie,r, especially in the matter of education, generously proffered the town
the interest from the parsonage fund, amounting to $44, to be
applied to the schools. The town returned a cordial vote of
thanks.
:Mi.. \Y oocfs efforts to promote the advancement of the community were also directed to the foundation of a library. He was
secomleJ in his efforts by several gentlemen. The subscription
paper is as below :
THE FIRST LIBRARY.

"'Ve the subscribers hereby promi~e to pay the sums respectfully
set again st onr names To Henry Gerrish Esqr for the purpose of purchasing a Library (for the use of said subscribers) in three months
from this date as witness our hands.
,: August the Sth 1791.
" Nathaniel Green
12 s
John Chandler
12"
Enoch Gerrish
12"
12 ,,
J use ph Gerrish
12 ,,
,Joseph Atkinson J r
Jeremiah Gerrish
12"
,Jo;:;eph Lunt
12"
George Jackman
12"
Samuel Fowler
12"
lsaac Chandler
1:2"
12 ,,
J use ph Clough
Theodore Atkinson
S::tm l Gerrish
Davicl Peterson Jr
l"'aul Clark
David Corser
Moses Coffin

12"
12"
12"
12"
12 ''
12 "

It will be interesting to know what elass of literature was selected by the men of the time; and the catalogue, as published
twenty years later, we give in full, for it was this library which
Daniel \Vebster devoured while studying with Rev. ~Ir. \Yood.
"A catalogue of books in the Boscawen Social Library, alphabetically
arranged under the following heads, Theological, Historical, and
:Miscellaneous. Dy a vote of the Proprietors, Oct. 7, 1811. Concord:
Printed by George Hough. 1811.
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BOSCA 'VEN SOCIAL LIBRARY.
TIIEOLOG ICAL.

'' Adams' View of Religions
American Preacher, 4 vols.
Baxter's Call to the Unconverted
Bethkol
Benevolence and l\Iisery reconciled
Boston's Fourfold State
Communicant's Companion
Edwards against Chauncy
- - - on Hedemption
- - - on Religious Affections
Evidences of the Christian Religion
Flavel's Husbandry Spiritualized
---Navigation
ditto
Fuller's Letters
Gospel Sonnets
Hervey's Meditations
Henry on Prayer
Hopkins' System, 2 vols.
Holy \Var, (Bunyan's)
Knox's Essays, 2 vols.
Law's Serious Call
Lowth on Isaiah
Mendham Evidences
l\Iason on Self-Knowledge
Neckar on Religion
Newton on the Prophecies, 2 vols.
Owen on Sin
Pilgrim's Progress, (Bunyan's)
Prayer Book
Remarks on Clapp
Rise and Progress (Doddridge's)
Rutherford's Letters
Sherlock on Death
Smith on the Prophecies
Sermons, collected
- - - Blair's, 2 vols.
- - - Davies', 2 vols.
- - - Ed wards'
- - - Morse's
- - - Parsons', 2 vols.

10
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Sermons, Santin's
- - - ·w hitefield' s
- - - Forllyce 's, to Young Men
to Young women
- - - Strong's
- - - Village, 3 vols.
Spaulding's Lectures
Token for Mourners
"\Vatts' Glory of Christ
lforcester on Fntnre Punishment
"\Vest's Moral Agency
\Yilberforce' s View of Religion
Young's Night Thoughts.
HISTORICAL.

Adams' l\Ioderu Voyages
Beauties of History, 2 vols.
Belknap's New-Hampshire, 3 vols.
Carver's Universal Traveller
Carver's Travels in North America
Conquest of Canaan
Dook's Voyages, 4 vols.
Gordon's American \Var, 3 vols.
Guthrie's Geography
History of England
- - - Josephus, 6 vols.
Irwin's Travels
Life of Christ
- - - Brainard
---Edwards
Life of Franklin
- - - Col. Gardner
- - - J oseph
- - - 'Vashington, 5 vols.
- - - Baron Trenck
Modern Antichrist
Morse's Geography, 2 vols.
New England Farmer
Proofs of a Conspiracy
Ramsay's Amer. Revolution, 2 vols.
Rollin's Ancient History, 10 vols.
Residence in France
Robertson's America, 4 vols.

[1792.
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Universal History, 4 Vols.
"\Vall's History of the }.;!artyrs, 2 vols.
l\IISCELLANEOUS.

Arabian Night's Entertainment, 3 vols.
Beccaria on Crimes
Blair's Morals
Cato's Letters
Controversial Letters
Clerk's Magazine
Cowper's Poems
Cowper's Task
Coquette
Death of Abel
Dictionary of Arts & Sciences, 4: vols.
Domestic Medicine (Buchan's)
Don Qnixot, 4 vols.
Economy of Human Life
Emma Corbett, 2 vols.
Esop's Fables
Family Instructor
Female American
Ferguson's Astronomy
Fool of Quality, 5 vols.
Foresters
Goldsmith's Essays
Gospel Tragedy
Laws of New Hampshire
Letters on Courtship
Lyric Poems
:Moral Repository
Moral and Religious ditto
Murray's Reader
Paradise Lost (Milton's)
- - - Regained
Pilgrim Good-Intent
Polite Preceptor
Pope's 'Yorks, 6 vols.
Religious Tradesman
Romance of the Forest
Salem "\Yitchcraft
Seneca's Morals
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Spectator, 8 vols.
Thompson's Seasons
Vicar of wakefield
"\Vatts on the Mind
- - - Logic
Young Gentleman's Instructor

-72

203
The whole number of volumes
The present number of Proprietors
71
The Society was rounded February 7, 1792.
And was incorporated November 30, 1797."

1793. The following taverners "\Yere liscensed to sell spirituous
liquors during the year, showing that the public were accommodated with at least four hotels:
Simeon Atkinson and Col. Henry Gerrish on Fish street, Capt.
Thomas Choat on High street, and \Vinthrop Carter, in the house
now occupied by Nathaniel \Vebster, on the Plain.
Timothy Dix, a store-keeper, "\vas also licensed.
The annual town-meeting was held for the first time at the
west meeting-house.
FROl\1 THE SELECTl\IEX'S BOOKS.

"paid .Joseph Little for a School House on Corser Hill
paid 'ym Danford for a school Dame Bashan

7-16- 0
1- 0- 3 "

This is the first mention of Bashan-a locality containing at
the time Benj. Severa,nce, ""\Vm. Danford, ~Ioses Gerrish, and perhaps two or three other families.
FIRST

STORE IN WEBSTER.

The first store ever kept in what is now the town of Webster
was opened during the year, by Samuel Gookin, in a house that
stood on the site now occupied by the residence of George Little,
Esq., on Corser hill.
BUILDING OF SCHOOL-HOUSES.

179-!. The inhabitants of Boscawen manifested a determination to establish their schools on a permanent basis. Up to this
time there were probably not more than four school-houses in the
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town, and an energetic committee was appointed, consisting of
Hcnr.v Gerrish, Nathaniel Green, D,·wid Corser, Thomas Thorla,
Silas Call, and Capt. Peter Kimball, who, with the selectmen,
were to di\'icle the town into as many districts as they might
judge were necessary; that each di strict have the liberty of locating its school-house, which shouhl be built at the expc·nse of the
town; that such houses as were already built shonl<l be appraised,
and allowance made accordingly.
The committee es tablished
eight districts.
THE GREAT FROST.

Tho spring of 1794 was very forw·ard, but on the 17th of :May
occurred what was called the "great frost" throughout the conntry, which destroyed the grain crop for the year ;-but, as reported
by l\Ir. Price, it also destroyed the canker-worms, which had been
destructive to vegetation.
TIWUBLE WITH EXGLAXD.

Nov. 10. The town, in response to a call from the general goYernment, appointed a committee " to de,risc ways & mean::; for
procuring the soltliers called for."
The lawlessness of England, in committing depredations upon
American commeree while at war with France, was the occasion
for this action in preparing for a war with the mother country. It
was Yoted to pay soldiers eight dollars per month, including the
pay from the federal go\rernment, to provide them with a suitable
outfit of clothing, and a good blanket. No soldiers, however, were
call ed for.
An aqnefluct-probably the first in town-was laid during the
year, conveying water from the house-lot ]aid out to the right of
the houses of Samuel Sweatt and Henry Kings~nry, to the houses
of Timothy Dix, Daniel Carter, Samuel Morrill, and Joseph Gerrish. The water was conveyed in logs.
1795. The town voted to bnild a new pound, near Capt. Peter
Kimball's, on \Vater street. It was built of stone, and is still in
existence.
IX CREASE OF TA VERXS.

At this period, there was a stream of einigration to the northern section of the state, and to Vermont. On the other hand, the
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markets were on the seaboard, and the whole country seemed to
he in motion,-settl ers going north, and farm ers ·who bad made a
start in the world going south. Numerous taverns were established. In the section of the town west of Beayer-dam brook,
there were three-one k ept by Benjamin Couch, another by
James Little, on Battle street,-tbe latter in the house now occupied by George Sanborn,-and one kept by Jonathan Corser,
in the house now occupied by Franklin Shepherd.
The inYentory of the town for the year wa::; made out for the
first time in federal currency. The selectmen's accounts, however, for this and the succeeding year, were in pounds, shillings,
and pence. From 1797 the old currency disappears from the records.
PROPRIETORS' 1\IEETING.

1796. The proprietors of the town were called together at the
instance of Col. Henry Gerrish, who 'iYas appointed their agent
to petition the General Court of Massachusetts for a township of
land. The ground of the petition was the fact that the legislature of J\Iassachusetts had already made grants of land to towns
which, on the establishing of the line between J\Iassachusetts and
N cw Hampshire, were assigned to New Hampshire, although they
desired to remain 'iYith Massachusetts. Col. Gerrish undertook
the agency at his own expense, be to haYe one half of the territory
granted if his mission was successful. He spent much time and
money, and apparently made out a strong case, but did not succeed in obtaining a grant.
THE TRANSITION PERIOD.

The period from 1705 to 1800 was characterized by bwlessness
throughout the col'lntry. It 'iYas a transition period. The country was in an unsettled state. The success of the F rench ReYolution,-of license over liberty; the spread of the infidelity of the
times; the circulation of Paine's "Age of lleason," and the writings of Voltaire; the political status of the country; the war spirit
which had heen fanned almost to a flame, and which had been
only partially allay('cl by Jay's treaty; the reYolt against the theological dogmas of the time,-aH combined to make it a turbulent
period. Boscawen was not exempt from the general disturbance.
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There were frequ ent breaches of the public peace by a band of
confederates ; private as well as public property "·as destroyed, wantonly, and ·w ith mali ce ; horses were disabled; bee-benches rifled;
apple-trees ginlled; wagons, carts, and farming implements damaged. Some of the perpetrators were appreh ended, and brought
before the conrts. During the Itevolntionary \Var, there had been
a number of individuals who had manifested no sympathy with
the cause of liberty, and who were r eganl ell as tories. 'rlwugh no
arrests had been made in town, they had been closely watched by
the patriotic citizens, and had been under social restraints.
Later, they haJ opposed the n.doption of the federal constitution;
and now n. mistak e on the part of the selectmen, for th e year 1795,
had enabled them to enlist public opinion against tl1 e established
order of thin gs.
In 1794, th e selectm en of th e town received no precept for a
county tax prior to the making out of the oth er taxes, n.nd no tax
was bid; but before the expiration of the yen.r th e precept was
received, and the selectmen hn.d no alternative except to advance
the money on their own account. Anticipating the same state of
affairs th e following year (1795), Capt. J oseph Gerrish, Enoch Little, and Geor ge Jackm an, Esq., levieJ the nsnal tax in n.dvance of
the r eceipt of a r equisition, which never came. The result was,
that several disGontentecl spirit::; refused to pay the tax, or, having
paid it, sued for r ecovery.
Those suin g were,Enoch Eastman
Asa Conner
Samuel Roby
Timothy Eastman
J obn Gerold
Philip Barnard
David Carter
Jam es Little
Eliphalet Little
J\Io~es Jackman
Ephraim N ayes
Pearson Eastman
Stephen Corser
Jon a than Corser

'' tax sued for
.14 cts
.28
.71
1.38
1.26

.53
1.22

1.71
.99
.3:1:

.35
.28

.51
2.10
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Benjamin Cass
Tristam Barnard
Benj Rolfe
Silas Rolfe
Silas Call
Samuel Gookin "

[1797.
.91

.71
2.57

.9±

The selectmen paid th e tax from their own purses. The political anbgonism was so intense, that all sense of justice and equity
seemed to be stifled. No reim lmrsement was eYer made. It is
the one solitary instance in the history of the town "·here a great
injustice was suffered to go unrectified.
SEPARATIO N OF CHURCII AND STATE.

1797. The proprietors of Boscawen, at the outset, had respected
the conscientious scruples of one of their number-Samuel Fowlerin regard to suppor6ng the minister. The principle adhered to
by him had taken firm hold of the community, and many men
saw that it was unjust to compel a man to support a minister
whose theological teachings he did not accept. The time ·was approaching for a new order of things. After the death of :Mr.
Fowler, people without exception paid th eir taxes for the support of a minister; bnt during this year :Mr. Silas Call entered
his protest.
[From the Records.]
"This may certify that I am determined not to pay the Rev. Samuel
Wood for preaching after this date for I cannot join him in his profession sentiments or profession-therefore you are requested to record
my protest against the same.
"May 22d 1797
Silas Call."

The protest of nir. Call was an expression of a rapidly growing
feeling tlmt the time had come for a separation of church and
state. Other citizens manifested their opposition to the existing
order of things in disorderly \Yays. There -n·ere those vd10 utterly
disregarded all religion, andl\"ho showed their dislike by breaking the -n·indo11s in the new meeting-h ouse (in \Y ebster), by
nailing up the pulpit door, the doors of the pews, and in the defil ement of the pulpit and pel\"s, especially those belonging to citizens active in town and society affairs. The houses being in part
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the property of the town, action \vas at once taken. \Yarrants were
issued for the arrest of three or four lawless indiYiduals, who were
put under bonds to keep the peace.
llUHNING OF TIIE EAST MEETING-HOUSE.

1108. On the night of February 22d: the East meeting-house
was burned l•y an incendiary. At the annnal meeting, in ~larch,
the town appointetl Col. H!3m·y Gerrish, N athanicl Green, Esq.
and J olm Chandler "to prosec11te all such persons who han' or
shall commit any trespass on either of the public houses or highways or don e any other public damage."
The real incendiary was probably a non-resident. That there
were citizens who were accessories to the crime is altogether probable; but the chain of circumstantial evidence was not strong
enough to warrant an arrest.
Measures were taken to eTect another building, on another site.
A committee, composed of citizen::; from adjoining towns, reported
in favor of a site on the \Yoodbury plain, a half mile east of the
former building. The to1n1 did not choose to locate it there.
Several other localiti es " ·ere selected, and rejected in turn. Ere
long, it became manifest thn.t n. mn.jority of the citizens \Youltl not
vote to lmild a house of ·worship.
A proposition to allow six: or more persons to erect a meetinghouse at their own expense, and to aceept the same as a townhou se, w·as Yoted down. Further action was po::;tponed.
It was next ...-oted that the selectmen lJe instructed to ahn.te the
ministerial tax: of any person who requested it, "which in their
judgment all things considered shall appear to them best to be
clone."
BUitNTNG OF WATEP.

STP.EET SCHOOL-HOUSE.

The school-hou se on \Vater street was destroyed by fire on the
8th of April. It was nn incendiary act.
There had been some disaffection over its location; hut the
bnrnin g of the edifice was regn.rclecl as an outbreak against ln.w
and order, which must be stopped. There was a sndJen reaction
of public sentiment. The citizens manifested their disapprobation so unmistalmbly, that some of the restless spirits were compelled to leave town to escape arrest, while others were put on
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their good behavior by the action of the town in securing indemnity by ciYil process.
During this troublesome period, the malice of those regardless
of law was directed, seemingly without reason, against particular
individuals in the community.
Those iYho followed the even
tenor of their ways, as well as those who were prominent in
directing public affairs, suffered at the hands of the lawless.
l\Ir. DaviJ. Corser, who lived on Corser hill, in the house now
occupied by l\Ir. Tilton, iYas especially annoyed. His cattle were
mutilated, and his house fired into at night, the bnllPt lol1ging in
the roof. l\fr. Corser invoked the protection of the la,Y, and several parties were arraigned.
A deposition before the court is given, as illustrative of the
spirit of la,Ylessness prevalent at that time:
"I John Corser of lawful age testifieth & saith that some time the
fore part of the last winter past, I was in David Corser's yard & saw
his turkeys as he called them with their toes cut off a bleeding on the
snow & he told me somebody had cut them off."
LAST EFFOUTS TO OBTAIN A 1\IEETING-HOUSE.

Once more, those who wanted a meeting-house proposed \'\roodbury plain as a site, which was again rejected. The proposition
was maL1 e to build on the old spot. The result ivas a tie vote,70 in frtnw, and 70 against. Then the advocates for a new house
proposed to have it erecte<l in the centre of the toivn, which was
rejected by a decisive majority.
Another proposition ivas made, "that one half of the meetings
for public worship should be on the plain on King street at such
a place as they [the selectmen] shall provide till a new meeting
house be built.~'
At this juncture, the meeting-going citizens of the town wisely
decided to make no further efforts to secure the erection of an edifice by the town; and those liYing in the easterly section united
in building a meeting-house at the head of King street-the
original of the present edifice.
The time had come for a new order of things. By the adoption of the federal constitution, all such political union as had existed from the first settlement of the country, between church and
state, was virtually abrogatecl The non-recognition of religion as
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hrwing aught to do with the state, had become an unwritten law.
The state laws relating to parishes were not modified till a subsequent period: bnt in this year (1707) there was a virtual seve rance of church and state in Boscawen.
The school-house difficulty, on \Vater street, was settled lJy the
p eople of the district. They proposed the erection of two h ouses,one to accommodate the north end, and th e other the south end,th e school to be taught alternately in each house. The north
school-house was erected \Yhere it now stands ; the south house
stoot1 where the first school-house in town, probably, was erectedon the west side of \Vater street, north of Mr. Bradley Atkinson's.
The site may still be recognized. The building was subsequently
purchased by J\Ioses Coffin, and removed to his farm, where it was
occupied as a cooper's shop, and afterwards as a blacksmith's shop.
It was demolished in 1874.
PRICES OF PRODUCE AND LABOR.

The prices of farm produce and l::thor will be seen by the following extracts from the account-book of Den.. Enoch Little, who was
selectman in 1795-9G :
"John Jackman joiner to Enoch Little 17DG.
Dr ·
£.

S.

D.

Nov lOth To 1 bushel wheat
0-8-0
To a bushel rye
5-4
To one quarter
Dec Qth
1-4-0
To butter & tub 37 lbs 30 which I expect is
butter
1-5-0
1797.
Apr 28th To 150 lbs pork & currying it to you
3- G- 0
1\Jay 18th To G lbs butter at !) pence
0-4-6
30
To 33 lbs veul at 3t pence
9-7
3-0-0
To 2 casks of lime
To 46 lb.s mutton at 2 pence
7-8
F eb 15th For three days work :~elf & 2 hands
1-8-6
For horse 2 days
8-0
1-10- 0
To a four feet table
16-10- 0
To a clock
1- 5- 0"
To a chest with one drawer
In another account we find the following prices:
0-4-0
"ToG lbs lard at Sp
0-7-0
To 8 " flax at 11"
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To 2 bush potatoes
" b eans
To t yd cotton & lin en cloth
To Hl lbs cheese at 5 p
To 12 " soap grease
To 2} galls molasses
To 18~ good cheese at 10 cents
To carrying :3 bbls of pork to Newbury

[liDS.
0-4-0
0-3-0
0-1-2
0- 7 - 6
0 - 6-0
0-12- 0

Tot

In the account with
prices:
" To
To
To
To

~Ioses

Sl, SS
$3,75 "

Coffin, tailor, ·we haYe the following

making a coat & cutting a waistcoat & breeches
making surtout waistcoat & breeches & cutting
making a jacket & trousers for Abraham
calico for a gown

0,87
2 75
1,25
4,17 ''

At this time, and for many years Inter, currency was reckoned
in poumls, shillings, aml pence. The silver money in circulation
was either English or Spanish coinage. Very little fe<leral currency was in use. The foreign coinage held its place for the first
forty years of the pr e~e nt century, and though the keeping of accounts in pounds anJ shillings began to giYe place to dollars and
cents in speech, the old currency still held its own. ~I e rchants
were accustomed to mark the price of the articles in British currency. ~fr. Hezekiah Fello~'s, trn.Jer on Corser hill, n eTer n.bandonetl the practice, but mn.rkecl all his goods in pounds, shillings,
n.nd pence, to the clay of his clen.th.
One of the incidents of the period was the n.ction of two men,
who, hn.ving committed a trespn.ss, came Yoluntarily 1efore n, justice of the pen.ce, and ~'ere fined.
"January the 3d A. D. 1800.
"Then Humphrey Cart~r & Thomas Thorln. both of Boscawen in the
county of Hillsborough state of New Hampshire personally came before
me Nathl Green Esqr one of the Justices of Peace for said county &
complained of themselves for being guilty of a breach of the peace in
taking, stealing & destroying one bee hive with a quantity of honey in
the night time the property of Joseph Gerrish Esqr at said Boscawen
on or about the first day of Sept 1780, it is considered by me the said
justice after hearing the above confession that the said Carter & Thorla
pay a fine of one dollar each for the nse of the state of New Hampshire
for being guilty of a breach of the peace in so doing, which fine is paid
to me accordingly.
"Nath 1 Green jus Peace.''

1800.]

CHAPTER X.
THE FIRST DECADE OF THE CENTURY.

~HE

citizens resilling at the east end of the town, and vd10

~ associa tell themselves together for the erection of a meetinghouse, entered upon the work with zeal. The building 'vas begnn
in 1799, and completed in 1800. The erection of this edifice by
voluntary subscription brought about a marked change in the business transacted at the annual and special meetings of the town.
One bone of contention was buried forever. There would be no
more discussions of the vexed question of meeting-houses. From
this time on the business related chiefly to the election of necessary officers, the laying out of roads, and the appointment of committees on matters which the selectmen couhl not well attend to.
The civil tra,nsactions, from1800 onward, may be noticed by decades.
The determination of a majority of the inhabitants to ha,'e little
or nothing more to do with meeting-houses is seen in the vote
given Sept. 1G, 17!J9, when the town voted "not to accept the
proposition of the new society to pay in part for the builaing of
the frame.)'
The society accepted the situation, and went on with tl1e construction of the bouse.
1\IEETING-HOUSE

0~

THE PLAIN.

The building stood broadside to the roacl, with a tower, steeple,
and spire surmounting the porch at the northern end. The spire
was surmounted by a wooden weather-cock. The country joiner
who fashionetl it never having studied the rules of art, the cock
was not regarded as a fitting adornment to the edifice. After the
completion of the structure, it was resolved to have it removed,
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and a gilded vane placed upon the spire. :1\Ir. William Jackman,
who was an athlete in climbing, volunte ered to ascend the lightningrod from the belfry, and make the desired change. A great crowd
assembled to witness the feat. Mr. Jackman ascended the tapering spire without difficulty, seatell himself upon the golden ball,
removed the cock, lowered it to the ground, drew up the vane and
fixed it in its place, and then drew up a bottle of ;·nm, took a
dram, and threw the empty bottle to the ground, which, to the
wonder and amazement of the cro·wcl, did not break! The crowd
manifested their appreciation of :1\Ir. Jackman's exploit by frequent and hearty cheers.
The cock, though degraded from its high and dignified perch,
had a longer lease of seiTice than the vane. That disappeared in
1839, when the house was remodelled, ·while the cock has watched
the changes of the wind, daily and nightly, through all these
years, as it now does, from the sign-post of S. A. Ambrose's ta\ern.
There was a door at the front opening to the broad aisle, and a
porch at the south end with stairs leading to the gallery. The
interior of the building was after the style of the period,-square
pews, seats that turned U]), and which went down with a sbm
when the people took their seats after prayer, wall pews, floor
pews, a deacon's seat and an elder's seat in front of the pulpit, a
sounding-board, singers' seats in the front gallery, and common
seats on the sides.
A pleasant-toned hell was purchased, and pbced in the belfry
in December, 1799. It probably was the first bell in the :1\Ierrimack valley north of Dnnstable. A hell, "\veighing six hundred
pounds, was obtained in Chester, in 1788. The bell in the X orth
church, in Concord, "\las not obtained till 1802. The inciuent
serves to sho"• the public spirit of the new society, which, relieved
from connection with the town, entered upon its work with great
zeal.
DEATH OF W ASHINGTOX.

The news of \Vashington's death "\vas receh·ed in Boscawen on
the 16th of January, 1800, and the bell was tolled through the
day by George \Va,shington \Vebster. The mournful knell went
out over hill and vale. People came riding to the meeting-house
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to hear the news, and in obedience to the general r equ est the selectmen issued the following notice for a meeting of the town :
"To the inhabitants of Boscawen : Agreeably to a request of a ..number of the inhabitants you are desired to meet at the lower meeting
house on l\londay the. 20th inst at 2 o'clock P l\1 to signify ·whether it be
your wish to have an oration or eulogium on the memory of General
Geo 'Vashington delivered at said house on a time that you may agree,
also to take such other measures as they may think proper to show their
last respect to the Friend of their country.
"Enoch Gerrish }
Benj Little
Selectmen.
Tim 0 Dix jr
''Boscawen Jan 18. 1800"
At th e meeting held on the 20th, CoL Henry Gerrish, :Maj.
Enoch Gerrish, George Jackman, Nathaniel Green, and Timothy
Dix, Jr. , \vere appointecl a committee to consult in regard to the
propos ed tribute of respect, and made the following report:
'' That the Rev Sam1 '\V ood be desired to prepare & deliver an Oration on the 22<1 of February, at eleven oclock in this house. That the
Pulpit be shrouded with black, that the people be desired on the occasion agreeably to the Presidents Proclamation to wear a black crape or
ribboncl upon the left arm, same above the elbow, & that the Females
of the town be requested to wear black rib bonds-said mourning to be
worn from the Lord's clay next four week's inclusive & that the inhabitants be requested to form procession at half past ten oclock on said
day at :L\lr Somersby Pearsons & that a committee be chosen to make such
arrangements as shall be thought necessary on said clay.''
There was a large gathering of the people on the day appointed,
and the arrangements of the committee were duly carried out.
The oration of l\Ir. \V ood took the form of a sermon, from t1w
text,-" And \Yhen the children of Israel cried nnto the Lord,
the Lord raised up a cleliYer er to the children of Israel, who cleliYcred them, even Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb's younger
1rother."-Judges 3: 9.
On the same day, a meeting was h eld at the \Vest meetinghouse, and a en logy delivered "by R ev. Ariel Kendrick V. D. l\1."
Diligent in<Juiry luts been made in order to ascertain the meaning of the cabalistic affix appended to Rev. l\Ir. Kendrick's name
in the printed address deliYered on the occasion; but the few ven-
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erable men still living, who can remember Washington's funeral,
are ignorant as to their meaning.
Sl\I.A.LL- POX

HOSPITAL.

The smaH-pox suddenly made its appearance at the 'vest encl.
A town-m eeting was called, and a committee of safety appointed.
The selectmen 'Yere instructed to prosecute all -n·ho might spread
the infection. The infected were removed to a pest-house, and
liberty was giYen to private incli·dcluals to establish a small-pox
hospital. One ''as accordingly erected, in the pasture east of the
road, on \Yater street, not far from the residence of Silas Call,
now \Yilliam Abbott's.
At the annual meeting in l\Iarch, liberty was given to all who
might choose so to clo, -n·ho lived west of the spot 'Yhere the old
meeting-house stood, to pay their mini~ter's tax in the west part of
the town, and have preaching there accordingly; but the town
refused to appoint a committee to see how much of the preaching
should be at the east or how much at the west end. 1\Ir. \Yood
had made a donation of $5± to the town for school purposes, for
which he received a vote of thanks. The generous act made the
town kinJ.ly disposed towards him personally, but did not turn
the citizens from the purpose of dispensing with preaching at the
town·~ expense.
There was a steady increase of those -n·ho refused to pay a tax for the support of a minister. Suits were
brought against them, which increased the discontent.
SUNDAY

TRAVELLruG.

The law against Sunday travelling was enforced at this date;
but the town was fortunate in having a justice of the peace who
performed his dnties in a quiet way--n·lw preferred to write a
friendly note rather than to issue a process of Ia-n·. One Philip
Colby, having travelled on Sunday, and having been complained
of, was thus admonished:
" Boscawen l\rarch 2Jth 1800
'' Sr :fiir Samuel Jackman one of the tything men of Boscawen has entered a complaint to me against you for travailing and Giving him a
false answer on the Loru's day the twenty-third of this Instant and unless you come Immediately and pay your fine and settle the matter you
may expect to be Dealt with according to Law
" from your friend
"1\Ir Philip Colby.
Henry Gerrish."

1802.]
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SEVERANCE OF THE

LAST TIE

BETWEE~

CIIURCIT

AND STATE.

1801. It wa.s discoYered tha.t in a government of the people,
under a. constitution which protectetl a.ll religions, yet recognized
none, it wa.s impossible to force men to pa.y bxes for minister or
meeting-house. The question of a-nnulling the contmct with nir.
"'\Vood a.nd his dismi s~a.l wa.s discussed, a.nd a. specia-l town-meeting held in D ecember to ta.ke some a-ction. A committee was appointed to wa.i t on l\Ir. \Yood, and see if he would unite with the
town in ca-lling a council.
F eb. 1. A specia-l meeting of the town wa.s called, to hea.r the
report of the committee of five who ha.d waited on l\Ir. \Vood, a.nd
who presented a uric£ and courteous communication from tha.t
gentlema-n, a.s given below :
" As it appears to be the request of the town for me to join with
them to disannul the civil agreement between us, if the town shall request it & shall take necessary steps for the purpose I consent upon reasonable terms which we may probably agree upon finally to dissolve the contract. As the contract was made by ns, th e town proposing
& I accepting, so I see no need of an ecclesiastial council to dissolve
it. 'Ve may however take advice of some gentlemen from abroad as
to the terms."

The contract wa.s th erefore mnicauly dissolnd, he uei ng exempted from taxation during his rebtion to the church, and the
town a-nnually giving him one half of the interest of the pa.rsona.ge
so long a.s he wa.s a minister.
On the other hand, it was stipnbted that "a.ll who might contribute to his support should not he taxed elsewhere for preaching."
The agreement was acceptecl-G7 to 6±.
From this time till 180±, the p eople living at the west en d were
without preachin g, except such a.s wa.s had at the expense of inclividua.ls.

1802. During this year, a religious soeicty hen-ring the title of
the " U niYersal Society " 'ra.s forme<.l. The mem Lers, howeYer,
were mostly resi<lents of other towns. It was another form of revolt aga-inst the long rece ived theology. Its mem1Jers uclicved in
the universal sa-lvation of men. Two of its memlJers-1\Jr. Timothy ancl :Mr. Pea-rson Eastman-moving into Boscawen from

11
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Salisbury, brought with them certificates of membership, which
are on record.
" Salisbury April 16, 1802
''To the Selectmen of Boscawen
''Gentlemen:
''This may certify that l\Ir Pearson Eastman is a member of the
Universal Society formed in january last consisting of a compact of
towns in this vicinity.
" A \Yhittemore clerk."
This was to exempt them from taxation for the support of the
ministry, 'Yhich question had been already settled by the voluntary settlement of l\Ir. \Vood as minister of the town; but the
record serves to show the wide-spread disaffection with the old
order of things, am1 also dates the formation of the first Universalist society in this section of the state.
YEXDUING

THE POOR.

Up to this period there were few people in town who could not
support themselves ; but with the rapid increase of population
came a corresponding increase of those who needed aid from the
town. 'l'he few poor people of former t1ays had been cared for by
their friends, or by the selectmen, in a manner requiring no action
in town-meeting; but in this year a new departure was made.
It was voted "to vemlue off \Vrn. Evans to the lowest bidJer,
for his maintainance."'
The successful bidder was Levi Bean, anJ the price paid was
eighty-three cents per week.
This method of caring for the poor of the town continuecl till
the purchase of the town almshouse.

1803. The remaining half of the interest on parsonage bonds
was granted to the \Vest meeting-house, to be laid out under the
direction of the selectmen.
TURNPIKES.

Tho rapid advancement of ci-dlization northward to northern
New Hampshire and Vermont, and the increasing amount of public
travel, callecl for better highways, and turnpike companies were
incorporated throughout the state. Among others were the First,

1803. J

CIVIL HISTORY.

163

Second, Third, and Fourth New Hampshire, the Portsmouth,
Londonderry, Chester, Grafton, and :l\fayhew.
The Fourth :New Hampshire turnpike began at the l\Ierrimack
riYer, where the 1ridge from Fi::;herville crosses the ~Ierrimack,
and extended to Hanover, through Salislmry, Anclo\er, \Vilmot,
Springfield, Enfield, and Lebanon. The corporation had a right
to use existing roads, but must keep them in repair. No toll was
charged to a townsman. The Boscawen toll-gate -n·as located on
the summit of the ridge east of the " Gulf," at Clay hill, and is
still standing.
EFFOUT TO l'IIAKE BOSCA WE~ THE CAPITAL OF THE ST.ATE.

The growth of the state, and the development of the northern
section, indicated that sooner or later the capital would be moved
from Exeter to some more central locality. The matter was
strongly agitatetl during the year 1802-3. Pembroke, Concord,
Boscawen, and quite likely other towns, took measures toward
securing it. The citizens of Boscawen took hold of the subject
zealously, as the following document shows:
""\Ye the subscribers promise to pay the sums set against our names
for the purpose of erecting a house for the Legislature of New Hampshire to be placed on Boscawen plain in the Senter as near as the
gronnd will admitt of between Col Joseph Gerrish and l\Ir Somersby
Pearson, by a committee that shall hereafter be appointed to compleat
the said bouse provided the General Court of New Hampshire shall engage to hold their sessions in said Boscawen in seven or ten years as
witness our hand
''December the 2(jth 1803
$100
'' .T oseph Gerrish
Isaac Chandler
75
Caleb Putney
200
Dennison Bowers
100
Nath 1 Green
100
Nathan Carter
150
100
Somersby Pearson
Tho 8 Gillmore
50
30
Joseph II Morrill
20
Jeremiah l\Iorrill
25
John Gill
25
Jonn Hutchinson
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5
Simeon Danforth
"'\Vm G Emerson
10
Enoch Gerrish jr
10
Joshua 1\forse
10
Joshua Carlton
10
Timothy Dix
50
Saml Peterson
5
James Uran
10
John S Abbott
20
50
'Villiam Gill
Benj Hills
20
Saml Garven
50
Joel French
50
·winthrop Carter
-D
Humphrey 'Yebster
-D
Tho 8 Carter
10
George Perkins
10
Charles Eastman
10
Joseph Atkinson
15
Enoch Danford
10
Henry Gerrish
50
Silas Rolfe
10
Benj Rolfe jr
20
l\foses 1\lanuel
5
Samuel Burbank
10
Samuel Uran
3
Josiah Burbank
3
John Flanders jr
4
David Burbank
2
'' \Ve , a part of the above Subscribers do hereby engage to pay the
above sums annexed to our names in case the Gen 1 Court should adjourn to this place for one session only.
C)~

C)~

Benj Rolfe jr
John Gill
Nathan Carter
Joshua Carter."

'' Henry Gerrish
Caleb Putney
Joseph H l\Iorrill
Jeremiah Morrill
Benj Hills
HOTELS.

The number of hotels in Boscawen at this period is learned
from the New Hampshire Register for 1803, "\Yhich giYes the public houses on the stage route from Concord to Haverhill.

1804:.]

CIVIL HISTORY.

165

First "\ras ClumcUer's-the present "Penacook House."
"Gerrish," two miles farther, kept Ly Col. Joseph Gerrish. The
building was a large, long, two-storied e<lifice, afterwards occupied
Ly Dr. Thomas Peach, and was bnrned.
The next was Nathan Carter's,-the house now occupied by
l\Ir. CaleL Hall, which has been ,,.holly remo<lelled by him.
Then came Bohonnon's,-probably the house now occupied by
N atha.niel \Vebster.
At the upper end of the plain was Pearson's hotel, in the house
now kept as a public house by Samuel A. Ambrose.
The route to Haverhill was up the valley of the l\Ierrimack,
and the next tavern was "Atkinson's," and beyond it Col. Henry
Gerrish's, one of the oldest hotels in the to-..Yn, on the site now
occupied by the county buildings.
On the Eourth New Hampshire turnpike was Choate's tavern,
the large two-storied house still standing.
Among the Yotes passed by the town in 1804: were the following:
"Voted to prosecute those persons who took away the Bridge near
Joseph Gerrish's on the fourth New Hampshire turnpike road.''
"Voted Capt John Chandler, Col Joseph Gerrish, Daniel Carter
John Flanders, Benjamin Little Esq be a committee to examine the
road between Col Joseph Gerrish's & John Chandlers & say when it is
as good as it was before the turnpike came on it."
"Voted to give Saml Corser fifty dollars to make the hill near Col
Joseph Gerrish's as good as it was before the turnpike came on it."

From the aboYe Yotes, it may be inferred that the turnpike
company did not keep the highway in very good repair.
CANTERBURY

BRIDGE.

1804. In 1804 the Canterbury toll-bridge was constructed.
The eYent "\Yas the occasion of much rejoicing. There was a
gathering at the meeting-house on the plain; addresses by Rev.
l\Ir. \\'"oocl, aml Rev. \Villiam Patrick, minister of Canterbury;
a procession from the meeting-house, across tho bridge, to the
residence of Enoch Gerrish (now l\Ir. ChamUer's), on the Canterbury side ; a dinner, and speeches, with liquors in abundant
supply.
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RATES OF TOLL FOR CAXTERBURT" BRIDGE-1805.

'' Foot Passenger
Horse and Rider
Horse & Chaise Chair Or Sulkey
Sleigh \Vith One horse
Sleigh \Vith Two horse
Coach Chariot Phaeton Or Other 4 \Yheel
Carriages
Curricle
Cart Or Other Carriage of Burthen \Vith Two
Beasts
Additional Beasts Each
Horses Neat Cattle d 0
Sheep & Swine Each
To Each Team 1 Person To pass As A Driver
Free Each \Vaggon, and horse

1 Cents

6t
12t

6t

10
20

12t

t
2
.l
2

9 "

The town permitted the sale of space for four pews on the
floor of the \Vest meeting-house, and the money was expended on
the edifice.
Although the town had refused to haYe any part in the construction of the East meeting-house, and had no claim whatever
to its use, the society generously threw open its doors, and gave
the town the privilege of holding its meetings in the edifice, nor
was there any opposition to the nse of the. building from those
who had manifested hostility to the old order of things.
WESTERLY

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY.

As it was decided that the town would take no action towards
settling a minister at the west end, the citizens west of Beaverdam, and some east of it, united in the formation of the \V" esterly
R eligious Society (which see). Seventy-one citizens joined in the
association. Rev. Ebenezer Price (see Biog.), having preached
to their acceptance a few Sabbaths, was called to be their minister, and a church was formed, under the title of "The Second Congregational Church in Boscawen."
BRIDGE ACROSS THE CONTOOCOOK.

For several years the question of rebuilding the bridge across
the Contoocook had been before the town, but had been postponed

I
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until the existing structure was deemed no longer safe. An effort
was made to secure the rebuihling in another pla.ce, which invoh'ell the question of boundary l,f>tween the to"'ns of Boscawen
and Concord.
Committees from the two towns were appointed to take the
question into consideration. The Concunl committee consisted of
Jonathan \Yilkins, John Bmdle~', aml Ebenezer Dustin; the
Boscawen committee, of Enoch Gerrish, J olm Chanlller, and
Nathaniel Green. They reported " that the old spot \Yhere the
Bridge now stands shall be the place \Yhere a new Bridge shall
be built & further report that the towns of Concord & Boscawen
petition the General Court that the centre of the River Contoocook from the mouth be considered the line between said towns
until it reaches the present line crossing said river between said
towns."
The report was accepted by the town of Boscawen.

1SOG.
ing:

Among the items on the selectmen's books is the follow-

"Paid Daniel 'Vebster for repairing the School House

2,87"

The schoolhouse was the "Gulf," :i\fr. \Vehster being a resident
of that clistrict,-a boa,nler in the family of ,Joel French, in the
house now occupied by James Gill.
1807.

From the selectmen's books:

" Paid Daniel 'Vebster for paying School master

2,00.''

In town-meeting:
"Voted that Daniel 'Vebster & Lt Benjamin Jackman be a committee to ascertain the damage on account of the road going on Timothy
Dix.' land near Esqr Jackman's barn."

This barn wa,s located on Queen street, west of the present residence of Prof. John Jackman.
SELECT SCHOOL.

A young ladies' school, not for the stncly of the languages,
science, history, mathema,tics, and geography, but for instruction
in needlework, was advertised in the Concord Gazette.
"YOUXG LADlE'S SCHOOL.

"A school for the instruction of young Ladies in needle work, drawing & embroidery, will be opened in Boscawen on the 11th day of l\Iay
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next. A preceptress having the pr oper qualifications, who will pay
particular attention to the morals & manners of her scholars, is provided to take charge of the school.
"Terms of tuition three dollars per quarter-board from one dollar
t o one dollar and twenty-five cents per week.
'' T Dix jun
" for the proprietors.
"Boscawen 10111 Aprill807."

1808. Education throughout th e state was at a low e1b. The
school laws ·were Yery imperfect. In many towns, little had been
done to adYance the interests of education.
A commendable pulJlic spirit had already been awakened npon
the subject in Boscawen, through the influ ence of the two ministers-Rev. l\Ir. \Yood and ReY. :Mr. Price-antl other citizens,
ever ready to advance the interests of the town. Though far in
aclmnce of many other towns, the citizens generally hailed with
satisfaction the school law, passed 1y the legislature for th e better
regulation of schools, and especially the establishing of a superintending committee.
DISTUJ~BAXCE

IX TOWX-1\IEETI:XG.

1809. 'rhe bitterness against religion which had manifested itself in bygone years, did not wholly die on t lvith the separation of
church and state. There were still some disaffected persons who
determined to ha,·e no prayers in town-meeting.
l\Ir. J olm Flanders, though J1e owned a pew in the \Vest meeting-house, was dccide<l in his opposition to a continuance of the
custom. At the annual town-meeting in 1809, while R eY. :\Ir.
Price was offering prayer, :1\Ir. Flamlers proceetled to renail the
hinges upon his pew door in the gallery, lmYing carried hammer
aml nails for that purpose. The ringing hlow~ of the hammer
disturbed the proceedings, and the moderator, Col. Joseph Gerrish,
calling upon several citizens to serve as constables, the disturber of
order soon found himself being dragged down the stairs, which
so changed his opinions that, upon the next day, 1\Ir. Fbnders
made the follo,ying aclmo,Yledgment to the town, which was
pbcecl upon the records:
" March 15, 1809
''I hereby ack nowledge that my conduct yesterday in disturbing the

.
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meeting in the time of prayer is highly unbecoming, & for which I am
sincerely sorry & will nevet· again disturb the harmony of any future
meeting in the like manner on the like occasio n.
''John Flanders.''

The town Jwd been insulted; its dignity was assailed; and the
town-clerk was directed to notify certain persons, who had aideJ.
aml abetted Mr. Flamlers, that reparation must be made.
" This is to giYe notice to those persons who aided & assistetl Lt
Flanders at the time be made his disturbance at our last annual meeting that unless they come forwat·d & give satisfaction to the Town at
the above meetiug they will be dealt with agreeably to the vote of
the town.
"Joel French Town clerk."

The fo11owing vote was passed :
" Yoted that Geo T :Flanders & others before the sitting of the next
court; :5hall give to the selectmen in writing an acknowledgement which
!'ihall be satisfactory to them for their misconduct in the last meeting,
or otherwise the selectmen to commence a prosecution against them
acconlcing to vote of said town." .

Th e offenders, fimling that th ey stood alone-that there was
a uniYersal conclenmation of their conduct-came before the town,

and asked the pardon of their fellow-citizens, which was freely
giYt'll.
'' Voted to forgive Thomas Eastman, Thomas Carter & Jon a than
Eastmau for aiuing & assisting Lt J Flanders in his making a disturb ance in the last town meeting."

It was the last open outbreak against order; anti from that
time to the present there has been no attempt to disturb the public peace. So strong now "·as public sentiment for the maintenance of order, that many of those who bad been disorderly found
it for their ad\rantage to leayo the town.
NEW SCHOOL LAW.

A committee \Yas appointed in accordance with th e provisions of the new school law, to establish anew the school districts.
At a meeting, helJ. September 10, the town acted upon the report
of the committee, ordering sen~ralnew school-houses to be built atthe town's expense.
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The first meeting of the superintending school committee, under the new law, wns held l\Iny 11, at the house of Rev. J\Ir.
\Vood. It was composed of l\fr. \Voocl, l\Ir. Price, and the selectmen,-Stephen Gerrish, Joseph H. :Morri11, and Peletinh Penslee.
The districts were reestablished, viz. :
No. 1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

King street.
'Vater street-north.
Corser hill.
High Etreet.
Fish street.
Little hill.
\Vhite plain.

No.

8.
D.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Bashan.
Long poncl.
Atki11Son and Clay hill.
Pleasant street.
Sweat road.
South "rater street.
Union and Concord.

1\IILITAI!Y SPIRIT.

The prospect of a war with France in 1789, nnd the news of
Napoleon's victories, produced n military spirit IYhich mnnifestecl
itself in the formation of volunteer military uniform ed companies.
The first uniformed compnny in the 21st regiment was the cnvnlry, or "troop " as it wns then culled. (See Mil. Hist.) This
was made np of soldiers from nil the towns comprised in the
regiment. Diligent inquiry hns not enabled ns to nscertain the
dnte of the formntion of the nrtillery, the first uniformed company
in the town, but it probnbly wns in 1808 or 1809. It was in existence in 1809, as we learn from the selectmen's nccounts for that
year. The soldiers were victnnlled on muster clays by the town.
ITEl\IS FROl\I TilE SELECTl\IE~'s BOOKS.

"Paid Be11jamin Kimball victualing artillery
Paid John Plummer for victualing troop
Paid Samuel
Long for rum & powder
Paid Samuel Chadwick for victu alling Capt Ames' Company
Paid l\foses Mann e! for keeping Old Beedle
Paid Enoch Call for his swearing off his money

"r

3,50
2,38
41, 72
2,52
10,67
,61 ,

WHIPPIXG-POSTS.

\\rhipping wns one of the punishments prescribed by hw for
minor offences. The public whipping-post stood nenr Gilmore's
tavern (the house now occupied 1y N nthaniel \Y ebster), n few
rods north of the smne. The only inshmce of a public 1vhipping
of nn offender occurred in 1809.
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J\Ir. Somersby Pe::trson, Ol\'ner of the grist-mill on ]\fill brook,
compbined to Joseph Gerrish, justice of the pence, ::tg::tinst J ::tcob
Richar<lsonl "that he hath reason to snspect & does suspect th::tt
the s::ticl Jacob of s::tid Bosc::t"'en on the 24: Inst (Feh) & ::tt divers
other times before h::td enterefl his grist mill in s::tid Rosc::twen &
took & conYeyed aw::ty from the same diYers quantities of me::tl
"·ith intent to ste::tl the same."
A warmnt was issued to Thom::ts Gerrish, constnble, who ::trrested the s::tid Jacob.
"The Defendant being arraigned pleaded not guilty. Thereupon it
is considered by me the said ,Jnstic that the said Defendant is guilty &
that he receive on his naked back eight stripes with a cat of nine tails to
morrow morning at eight o clock & the Defendant be committed till
sentence be performed.
" Joseph Gerrish
'' Jm; Peace."

The sentence w::ts executed the next morning, the culprit being
tied to ::t sm::tll tree that stood ne::tr the meeting-house, south of
the residen ce of l\1r. S. A. Ambrose.
That the citizens of Bosc::twen were kindly disposed tow::trd all
in misfortune is m::tnifest from the following Yotes, p::tssed in

1809:
'' Voted that George T Flanders' Poll tax be abated for the year he
was lame by breaking his leg. "
''Voted to give Abraham Adams his taxes for two years past in consequence of sickness.''

[1810.

CHAPTER XI.
PROGRESS.

~rEARLY

a quarter of a century had passed since the adoption of the federal constitution. \Yhat progress had
been made in civilization ? To what plane had society advanced'?
People no longer lived in log cabins. Possibly here and there
one might have been found; but those rude habitations had given
place to framed structures,-large, square, two-storied houses,
with great chimneys, wide fireplaces, and huge ovens. The tillage and pasture lands haYe increasrd with the population. In
June, the '.Yooclman's axe is heard through the day, felling trees;
in August, lJefore the fall rains set in, the torch is applied to the
felled forest gTO'.Yth, and dense clontls of smoke darken the sky.
Then eomefi the clearing,-the work on the burnt ground, the
gathering up of half bnrnet1 brands, the rolling together of logs,
the harro,.·ing in of winter rye, the farmer and his boys coYered
'.Yith soot. 'rhe ashes are gathered up, and sold at the "potash."
Then comes the har\est.

~~

'' Oft did the harvest to their sickle yield,
Their furrow oft the stubborn glebe bas broke;
How jocund did they drive their teams afield!
How bowed the woods beneath their sturdy stroke.''

\Yith the gathering of the corn come the hnskings; an invitation to all the neighbors,-men ::mel "·omen, boys and girls : all
are invited. The hnskings are in the evening, aml '.Yhen the
corn is finished, then comes the snpper,-hasty pudding, baked
beans, apple and pumpkin pie; mugs of cider, egg-nog, flip, and

Breaking and Swingling.
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rum. In other localities, a. husking not nnfrequently winds up
with a. tla.nce; but the people of Boscawen are staid and sober,
and not much given to amusement.
\Yith winter comes the threshing of grain, and the sound of the
flail is heard from morning till night. In the evening the farmer
brings his corn from the garret, seats himself a.s!ride the breadtrough, a.ncl shells it by rasping the ears against the sharp edge
of a. pod-anger, or the handle of the frying-pan.
Later in the winter, in February and l\brch, he breaks and
swingles the flax. The flax-breaker-the instrument by which
the woody part of the plant is broken into "shives "- is a rude
machine, composed of a series of
wooden knives placed in the "breaker," which is lifted with one hand,
a.ncl a. ha.nclfnl of flax sta.lks placed
beneath it, and crushed by repeated
bumpings of the machine. The stalks
thus crnshecl are "swinglecl" by a.
double-edged wooden sword. This
process separates the "shives" from
the fibre.
The next process is
"ha.tchelling," or the drawing of
the fibres through a. "ha.tchel," and
lastly through a. "comb." Twenty
pounds of swinglecl flax is accounted
a day's work
\Vith the opening of spring comes
the plowing. The plow is still the
~I
same heavy, clumsy wooden and iron
affair, made by the carpenter and
blacksmith. Tristram Noyes is the
plow-maker of Boscawen, residing
on tho turnpike. The rnonld-boarJ
is a ClirYecl piece of white oak, with
bits of old saw-plate and ox-shoes
nailed upon • it. Sixteen oxen arc
reqnired to draw it, with one man to ride the beam and keep it
in the ground, a.ncl another with a. "breaking np " hoe to tlig up
the " ba.nlks" in the furrow. Three teamsters, one plowman,
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and two assistants, mn,ke up the complement of men. The plow
is from tweh·e to fourteen feet in length. In a, smn,Il field, such
a t en,m ren,ches n,lmost the length of the furrow.
The farmer uses a ·wooden shovel, shod with iron. His pitchfork, made by the neighboring blacksmith, is of iron, clumsy,
h en,vy, requiri1~g his utmost strength to thrust it into the ha,y,
and quite as much to withdrn,w it. His scythe is made from a bar
of Russin, iron, edged with steel. The hn,ndle of the pitch-fork,
and his scythe-snath, are of his own manufacture, and so are his
ox-yokes n,ncl bows. His cart-wheels are tired with strips of iron,
nailed upon the felloes.
\V agons m·e just beginning to make their appearance. The
bodies rest upon the n,:s:le. They are wholly destitute of springs.
L eather thorough-braces n,re of a later date. The roads n,re rough;
the stones have not been removed; and the noise made by the
wagons in mttling over them is called "home-spun thunder!"
The citizens are obliged to take circuitous routes in getting
from one section of the town to another. The people of Bn,shan,
wishing to reach the Plain, must go from Dingit corner to the
lower end of \Vater street. l\Ir. :\:loses Gerrish, and other residents of Bashan who attend the \Vest meeting, must go by the
way of Dingit corner and Pleasant street to ":l\Iutton road," and
over Corser hill. l\Ir. Gerrish must eat his Sunday morning
breakhst by candle-light, in the winter, and sbrt soon after
sunrise to reach the meeting-house in season for service ; and the
stars will be hYinlding when he arrives home at night. Yet
sickness n,lone keeps him from meeting.
Although meeting-going is not universal, there are great congregations. The day for Sunday-schools has not yet arrived, n,ml
the mornin gs are spent in discussing the news. People come on
horseback, the women riding on pillions behind their husbands,
husband n,ncl wife each with a child in their n,rms, and perhaps a
third child hanging on by the crupper. They dismount n,t a horseblock. In the winter, at noon, the people n,t the En,st end throng
the kitchens and sitting-rooms of Dea. Isaac Pearson (S. A.
Ambrose's house) n,nd Joel French (James Gill'; house). At
the \Y est end, they find bright fires bbzing in the house of Pn,ul
Dodge, and at Smnnel :~\Iorse's (\Yilliam Pen,rson's).
The women bring their foot-stones, and fill them with coals

1810.]

CIVIL HISTORY.

175

from the fires in the sitting-room, eat their fried turnovers, doughnuts, cheese, and gingerbread, while the men in the kitchens, after
eating their luncheon, fill their pipes, a1Hl enjoy the luxury of "a.
smoke.)' The news, home and foreign, is discussed, and the points
of theology in the sermon taken up.
This is the period of Dr. Thomas \Vorcester's defection from
the receiYecl theology. He is the Salisbury minister, an able
preacher, who, with his brother, Noah \Vorcester, of Thornton,
has embraced the Unitarian theology.
In Dea. Enoch Little's (senior) journal, under date of Sept. 1G,
1810, is this note : "All to meeting. l\Ir Price whipt ~Ir \VorcestPr." Possil•ly some other clay-book kept in Salis bury may
haYe had the record that 1\lr. \Vorcester "whipt" l\Ir. Price.
The views adopted by l\Ir. \Vorcester being repugnant to some
of the memhers of the Salisbury church, we see Nathaniel Sawyer
and his wife riding down Battle street, to attend the preaching of
ReY. l\Ir. Price. 'l'he theologic:al sermon is discussed, not only
around ~Ir. Dodge'::; fireplace, but in every household.
Party spirit runs high, not only in theology, but in politics.
The wars waged by N apoleou in Europe shake American society
to its foundation.
The course pnrsned by Great Britain, in
searching American vessels for British seamen, produces il'l·itation. One party is ready to rush into ·war; the other deprecates
an appeal to arms. So l•itter is the partisanship, that when the
Fourth of July comes around, each political party has its cele bration, its own orator presenting its own political Yiews.
U ncler the new school law, the schools are somewhat systematized. A new impetus has been giyen to education, but the studies are all primary. In the winter the houses are cro"·ded with
grown-up boys and girls, many of whom are still plodding in simple reading, or bewildering their brains over "fractions." They
have not attempted grammar. 'l'he boys wear shoes and buskins,
or leggins. Their shirts are made of tow. Their clothes in winter
are coarse cassimere, spun and "·oven by the women and girls,
dyed in the dye-pot which stands in the chimney-corner, and the
coyer of which furnishes a seat for one of the small members of
the family. The cloth is fulled at the fulling-mill, dressed by
Dea. Isaac Pearson, cut by the tailoress, who goes from house to
house for that purpose, carrying her pressing-board, goose, ancl
big shears.
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The people eat plain food,-b ean porridge, hasty puclding,
hulled corn and milk, Indian and rye bread, hominy, potatoes,
beef ~"Lnd pork, and sometimes make a dinner of bread and cider.
In the autumn they feast on pumpkin pies, and drink hop and
spruce beer.
The household furniture consists of table and chairs, and a
great settle with a high back, which in the daytime is pushed
to one side of the room, bnt ·which in the evening is wheeled
in front of the fire. In one corner of the kitchen is the ch·esser, with roiYS of pewter plates and platters, brightly scoured,
standing on the shelYes in rows, reflecting the flickering firelight. 'l'he people eat their porridge with pewter spoons, and
many families are in possession of moulds for th e re-casting
of the spoons when bent or broken. In the sink is a piggin
and a keeler,-wooden Yessels used for the dipping of water
and for washing dishes. Out of c1oors stands the mash-tub, in
which ashes are leeched for making soap. In the cellar are the
pork and be ef barrels.
Once a "\Yeek th e great iTon pot is placed oYer the fire, suspended by a hook from the crane, and "a boiled dinner" is
cooked,-beef, pork, and YE'getables.
At night the fire is carefully coYerec1, to prese1Te a heel of coals
for morning. If perchance it goEs out, a coal is brought from the
neighbor's, between two chips; or, if the neighbor is too far
away, and the family has no tinder-box with flint and steel, t he
gun is taken down from its hooks oYer the door, a pile of shaYings
laid, and a train of tow mlll powder, and the gun is flashed.
Once, when ":1\Iother Hoit ~' undertook to flash some powder,
she inadvertently h eld the horn in her hand, "·hich disappeared
up the chimney, gi·dng rise to an expression in common usc
many years after,-" As quick as :Mother Hoit's powder-horn l"
In one corner of the fireplace stands the Dutch own, 'IYith coals
beneath, aml upon its rimmed coYer. If a fire-cake is desired, the
dough is sprea<l upon a .tin, and placed in front of th e "forestick,"-for "bakers" and "tin kitchens" haYe not yet made their
appearance.
In the evening the fire is fE'd by pitch knots, which fill the room
'IYith light. In spring, summer, and fall, "·hen a fire is not
needed, the only light is a tallow candle.
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The women go about the house in their petticoats while doing
their work, but "ch·ess themseln's up" in the afternoon to receive
the visits of neighbors and friend~, who are invited into the
"front room." The word "parlor" has not come into use. Carpets, except here and there one of home manufacture, are unknown. In summer, green pine boughs at1orn the fireplace, and
fi11 the room "·ith fragrant odors.
The floor is strewn with
clean white sand, gathered from the shores of Great or Long
pond, and swt>pt into curved lines, scro11s, and whorls, by a
broom.
Of hooks and papers, there is the Bible, and in religious
householtls, a volume, perhaps, of Dr. Smith's Sermons. The
almanac hangs above the fireplace, and it is consulted daily "to
see what the weather says,"-whether the moon is right to kill
hogs, so that the pork "·i11 swell in the pot instead of shrinking,whether the signs are right for the cutting of alders. The moon,
accon1ing to th e almanac, rules the ·weath er, and if the 'Yeather, a
great many other things.
Of papers, there is the Concord Ga:zette, published by George
Hough, "·hich comes once a week to give the latest news from
Europe, with a piece of poetry, original or selected, in one corner.
General inte11igence is aclYancing, and a love for literature has
been awakened. There are those in town who read l\Iilton's Paradise Lost, who have read and re-read the Spectator, and all the
other volumes in the Social Library. Select schools are taught by
students from Dartmouth ('Oll t>ge, on Little hill and on the
Plain, at 'vhich young
gentlemen and ladies
can take up grammar, philosophy, algebra, and composition.
Such the general outlines of society.
There is life on
King street, which is
HAY SCALES-SEE PAGE 178.
thronged with teams from the towns farther north,-from Hanover, Haverhill, :Montpelier, and all the northern section of ~ ew
12
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Hampshire and Vermont. The traders do a large business in
barter, taking farm produce of every kind.
By Capt. Benjamin Oak's stable stand the hay-scales, a ponderous contriYance of levers and pulleys and winches, by which
the load is lifted aml weighed.
Droves of cattle and sheep, on their way to Brighton market,
fill the air with clouds of dust.
The stage has made its appearance, taking the place of the
post-rider. Society everywhere is on the move, feeling the vigor
of life.
THE COLD FRIDAY.

1810. Friday, the 10th of January, was one of the coldr>st days
ever experienced in New England. The wind blew a hurricane,
unroofing buildings and destroying orchards. No deaths occurred
from freezing, in Boscawen, but in other localities men and cattle
exposed were frozen to death.
Application was made by some of the citizens of Salisbury and
Boscawen for a road from Corser hill to Sweatt's mill. The town
opposed it. The court's aiel was inYoked by those Llesiring the
highway. The town appointed Ezekiel \Vebster, who had become
a citizen, as their agent, instructing him "to make all the farce
he can by himseJ£ & evidence at the court." The court, however,
thought that the higlnray was needed, and it was laid out the
following year.
At the annnal meeting, the school committee under the new
law made their first report. (See Educational History.) The
Stirrup-iron bridge was rebuilt during the year.
The first annual meeting of the New Hampshire General Association of Congregational .Ministers was held at the East meetinghouse. (See Ecclesiastical History.) It was an important meeting
in many respects, and was followed by a great religious a\Yakening.
THE TOWN'S POOR.

1811. That the town intended to care well for its poor is
manifest from the conditions under which "the keeping" of
Susanna Danforth's children were sold.
[From the Records.]
" ·whoever bids off either of the children are to furnish them with
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suitable & sufficient meats, drinks, clothing, give them an opportunity
to go to school when there is one kept in the district where they may
live & return them to the selectmen on the second Tuesday of .1\larch
1813, with as good cloaths as were received. All doctors bills to be paid
by the town under the direction of the selectmen."
As the children, with the exception of the eldest, were too
young to be of service, the amount paid represents the price of
board at that period :
"Thomas 8 years old to Capt Silas Call at 17 cts per week
".l\Iary 6, to Geo T Flanders at 3G cts.
''Patty to Sam B Gerrish at 40 cts.
"Laura 2, to Leonard Senter 47 cts."
BASHAN MINING COMPANY.

In'1812, Col. John Farmer, Abraham Burbank, l\Ioses Gerrish,
vVilliam Danforth, l\loses Tyler, of Hopkinton, Little Burbank,
l\Ioses Little, and other citizens, formed an association known as
the Bashan l\Iining Co. It was thought that lead and silver
would be found on land owned by \Villiam Danforth. Extravagant stories were current in regard to lead mines lmo,Yn to
the Indians. It was currently reported that the Indians knew
a place where they could cut out the lead with their knives, and
thus obtain bullets. If the citizens had known aught of mineralogy, they would have rejected such fictions at once, for lead
never exists, in its natb'e state, in such a form.
The first meeting of the association was at the house of Abraham Burbank, Oct. 27, 1812. :Moses Gerrish was chosen moderator, and J olm Farmer clerk.
At the second meeting it was
"Voted that John Holmes shall have a share in said mine, providing
that he will show the company where the real substance of Lead is, &
not without.
" Voted that application be made to Israel Diamond of Goffsto\vn for
the discovery of the mine if Holmes should fail.
" Voted that application be made to Doctor ""\Viths ['Vi them J of Plymouth if Holmes & Diamond should fail."
These gentlemen-Holmes, Diamond, aml \Vithem-were supposed to be alJle to locate a mine by the use of witch-hazel rods,
which, when carried in the hand, would point to the precious
metal.
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"\Vhieh of these located the mine is not known, but operations
began near "\Villiam Danforth's house. A hole thirty or forty
feet deep was dug, but no silver or lead was found, ancl the mine
'iYas soon'abandoned.
SHEEP.

Attention was given to sheep husbandry. Dea. Enoch Little
procured some French 1\ferinos, and was the first to introduce
fine wooled sheep.
1813. The town voted " to give the soldiers in Boscawen [ militia] in lieu of meats and drinks thirty-four cents to be delivered
to the captains to he distributed to each soldier."
BUIUAL-GROUND.

''Voted that l\lr Benjn Stickney, Lt James Giddings & Capt Hezekiah Fellows be a committee to lay out the westwardly burying

ground.''
This is the burial-ground around the "\Vebster town-house. Up
to this period, the burial-place at the west end was on the east
side of the road leading from 1\Iutton road south to Pleasant
street. The spot is now oyergrown with large trees. Some of
the graves are still to he seen.
"SHEEP FEVER."

The body politic is subject, like the human system, to epide~
ics. The first epidemic seizing the farmers of Boscawen was the
"sheep fever" of 1813. The war with England had stopped the importation of all foreign fabrics. There was a great clemaml for
woollen goods, and a consequent enhancement in the price of
wool and the value of sheep. Everybody went into sheep husbandry.
Of the progress of the "fever," we quote from the clay-book of
Dea. Enoch Little, Sr. :
" October 1813. A speculation begins about this time in sheep. Sold
15 ewe lambs at $5.50. Sold cloth at Salem to the amount of 90 dollars.
"November. The sheep speculation continues.
'' December. Sold a~ blood ewe for 12 dollars.
''An extraordinary speculation."

1814.]
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The sudden closing of the war in 1815, mHl the mpid increase of
flocks, brought abont a, reaction ; and the fall in prices was as sudden and great a,s the rise hall been, bringing disaster to those who
bad involved themselves in debt.
SWINE.

:, Yotecl that swine shall not go at large on town street [King] beginning at Mill bridge, by widow :\Iary Pearson's house & running to the
town line by Col Isaac Chandlers, from the l •t day of April to the last
clay of October, nnder no less penalty than one dollar for each offence
to be recovered by any person who will sue for the same .11

It appears that the check-list was not in use at the annual
meetings prior to 1814. At the meeting the previous year, the
selectmen were directed "to make an alphabetical list of the legal
voters some time before the 11ext annual l\Ia.rch meeting, & that
the following mode of voting he adopted: The Yoters shall bring
in their votes for state & county officers on the same piece of
pa.pcr designating the office against the persons name voted for, &
as each p e r~;on votes his name shall be called, by the modemtor
& checked on the list of voters by the town clerk."
WASHIXGTON

llENEVOLE~T

SOCIETY.

At the beginning of the war with Engbnd ther~ was a strong
opposition to its prosecution, by th e fedeml party, which was the
dominant party in the town. But the opposition gmdnally weakened. Although a ""\Y a,shington Benevolent society" had been
formed in the town as in other sections of the country,-a political mthcr than a benevolent organization,-the opposition gradually weakened, and the town passed the following votes :
TilE WAR WITli GREAT BRITAIN.

;, Voted that the town will give each soldier detached for the defence
of the Port & harbor of Portsmouth five dollars, if the Legislature at
their next session do not make some provision for them."
" Voted that the selectmen pay Lt Thomas Towne his account for the
expenses of the 1st detachment of solJiers in marching to Portsmouth
unless the Legislature make provision. at their next session.
" Yoted that the last draft of soldiers be made eqnal with the first for
their expenses marching to Portsmouth."
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1815. The year was marked by another great religious awakening, which began at the east end and e:dencled over the town.
"Three-days " meetings were held in the East meeting-house.
Frequent meetings were held in school-houses and at private residences, and almost the entire community was led to a higher moral
and spiritual life.
BOSCA. WE~ 1\IOR.AL SOCIETY.

The war of 1812 left its mark on society. Through the succeeding years there was a deterioration of morals. Soldiers returning from camp brought with them the vices of camp life.
Profanity was common, and there was a growing disregard for the
Sabbath. To correct the evil, "moral societies" were formed in
many of the tovn1s. One ·was organized in Boscawen, April 12,
1815. The particular object of the society was set forth in the
second article :
" The object of this Society shall be the suppression of immorality of
every description, particularly Sabbath breaking, intemperance, profanity & falsehood."
The duties of the members are set forth in the ninth article:
''It shall be the duty of all the members to exert their influence to
suppress immorality of every description, particularly Sabbath breaking, intemperance, profaneness, & falsehood; to endeavor to reclaim the
immoral by friendly admonition; to aid & support Tithingmen & all
civil officers in the faithful execution of the laws, & finally to encourage
the rising generation in a constant attendance on public worship & in
the habits of sobriety, morality & industry."
The Sabbath act was enforced by tithing-men and selectmen, as
witness the following receipt:
" Boscawen Dec 18, 1817.
" Received of Benjamin Little Esq four Dollars it being for fines for
the breach of the Sabbath act against Hezekiah Fellows, Benjamin
Pettengill 3d & Amos Couch received by us.
Moses Gerrish (select" S4,00
Daniel Pillsbury S men"
The law, however, was gradually becoming a d~'td letter.
'' State of New Hampshire
''Hillsborough SS
"To Ezekiel ·webster one of the justices of the Peace within & for
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said county complains Samuel Chadwick Tything man of Boscawen in
said county on Oath again st Sal ston stall Sawyer & Joseph Cal ef for
that the said S awyer & Calef a t said Boscawen on the eighteenth day
of F ebruar y instant, commonly called th e Lord's d ay, d id travel with
their sleighs on said day in said Boscawen against t he power of the
Statute in such case made and provided & against t he peace & dignity
of th e state.
""\V!1ereof be prays process may issue ag ain st t hem and that they
may be dealt with as the law directs.
" Samue l Chadw ick."
'' Hillsbor ough SS
"Feb 10 , 181G P er sonally appearing Samu el Chadw ick afores aid &
made oath to the truth of the foregoing complaint.
''Ezekiel "\Vebst er
" Jus Peace."
'' State of New Hampshire
"Hillsbor ough SS
''To t he sheriff of the county of Hillsborough or to eit her of his deputies or t o either constable of Boscawen in said co unty g reeting :
"Forasmu ch as the for egoing complaint has Lee n made to me you
are hereby commanded forthwith to apprehend the bodies of the said
Sawyer & Calef & then have them before me or any other justice of the P eace within & for said county that they may be dealt with
as touchi ng the foregoing complaint as to law & j ustice shall appertain.
''Gi ve n under my hand & seal this 19th day of F ebruary 1816
''Ezekiel
ebster Jus Peace.''
"Hillsborough SS
"Feb 10, 1816
"In obedi ence to this precept I have taken the bodies of t he within
named Calef and Sawyer and now have them b efor e Joseph Gerrish
Esq t o be dealt with as the Law directs.
" Joseph Atkinson
' ' Con stable."
''Received of the within named Calef & Sawyer their fi ues & com.
"Joseph Atkin so n
'' Const able.''

'V

SUNDAY-SCHOOLS.

Durjng the year the first Sunday-schools ·were established in
Boscawen. It is probable that individuals gath ered some classes
in the school-districts for recitations of the catechism prior to this
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date, hut the beginning of the system dates from this year.
Ecclesiastical Hist.)
IRO~

[1816.
(See

AXLES.

Up to 1816 no iron axles for wagons or carriages had been
seen in the town. In the spring, l\Ir. Joseph Ames and l\lr.
::Nathan Plummer, ha-ving taken a raft of lumber to l\Ierlford, purchased the running part of an old stage-coach in Boston, and a
pair of horses, loaded the team with salt, and brought into town
the first iron axles in use.
A~

U~PRODUCTIVE

YEAR.

There seems to haYe been a period, from 1808 to 181G, marked
by nnusnal climatic conditions. l\Ir. Price speaks of it as a period
of "uncommon seasons and dearths." The year 181G was preeminently a sea son of climatic changes and of low temperature. Rev.
l\lr. Price says :
'' The whole face of nature appeared shrouded in gloom. The lamps
of heaven kept their orbits, but their light was cheerless. The bosom
of the earth in a midsummer day was covered with a wintry mantle;
and man and beast and bird sickened at the prospect. Autumn returns,
alas! not to fill the arm with the generous sheaf, bnt the eye with the
tear of disappointment! On the Gth of June the day of general election
the snow fell several inches deep, followed by a cold & frosty night; &
on the following day snow fell & frost continued. Also July 9th a
deep & deadly frost, which killed or palsied most vegetables. The little
corn ·which had the appearance of maturity, was destitute of its natural
taste or substance; & yet the providence of God was bountiful in supplying the article of bread from the crops of rye, which were uncommonly good.''
From the day-book of Dea. Enoch Little, Sr., we have the following concise but expressive summary of the year:
''Dec 31, 1816
"General observations on the year past. January was cold till the
latter part, then the snow went off & left the ground bare till the 18th
of February with very cold weather. Snowed again & there was a
spell of sledding. The spring was very cold & backward-hay very
scarce & a great deal of corn given to cattle which made bread scarce.
''Jlfay. Generally cold, but we planted as early as common but corn
was slow in coming up.
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''June. Very cold. The Gt 11 , 7th & 8th it snowed. The ground was
covered on the hight [the height of land between the Merrimack and
Connecticut] & in the north part of the state it was a foot deep.
"June 10. A frost killed corn on frosty land. Very hot clay.
"July 9. Frost killed both corn & taters on pine lal1ll. Very dry.
"July 17. A fast on account of the drouth. Our hay is very short,
perhaps t a crop-no corn silkcd yet & little hope of a crop.
"August. Very dry. Grain very good indeed. The woods & fences
all on fire.
"Sept 25 ~· 26. Cold & dry & frosty.
''Sept. 27. Killed almost all the corn in :New England, & not half of
it was fit to roast.
"Oct. No corn of consequence. From 4 acres I shall not get 8
bushels of corn fit to eat though I planted my warmest land.
"Nov. On frosty land the orchards were barren, but on warm land
there was a moderate crop of apples. Cattle to hay early on account
of short feed.
"Dec. Generally cold. Sledding the lOth. Sheep all to barn. The
prospects as to fodder are alarming.''

1817.

4· A little rain-warm the cattle & sheep get some fodder
by grazing. A great deal of bare ground.
' ' - 8. Snowy. 'Varm at night.
" - 18. Thunder, lightning & rain last night. Snowy forenoon,
windy & drifty afternoon.
' ' - lD. Sabbath, colrl windy & drifty. No meetin g in afte rnoon.
" - 22. Did not dare stay in the woods for fear of freez ing my
feet.
'' - 2:1. Moderating.
" - 2±. Snowed six inches last night & three to day.
' ' - 27. Cold & windy. Hay very scarce.
" - 28. Coldest day.
" - 30. Very cold. Began to give my sheep oil meal.
''Feb. 4· Frozen ears are common.
" 5. Cellars freeze hard.
" G. A little warmer.
"13. A cold winter.
"1llarch 30. Sabbath. Pleasant. Good sleighing. People travel the
river yet.
''April4. Our sink has not thawed ont this winter yet.
"April7. Cleared my sink of ice which has not been clear this winter.
" - 8. l\Iy sheep depend wholly on the barn. Some bare ground.
"Jan.
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Sickly with typhus fever. Hay scarce & dear from $20 to $ 40 per ton.
Corn $2 rye fr om $1,50 to $2. Oats 1. "\Vheat $2,50 to $3,00 cheese
12! butter 25, pork 18.
''Feb 11. Cold & drifty.
'' 13 Drifted some.
" 14 Very cold & windy.
'' 15 Sh ocking cold & windy last night. Cold morning.
" 17 Mod erate & cloudy.
" 24 Drifting snow storm.
" 25 Drifting.
" '27 Two hea\'Y snow storms this week.
" 28 Cloudy & warm.
''liiar 1 A great snow storm last night. Snowy to day.
" - 2 Sabbath. Roads driftec:l full. No horse or sleigh to meeting
from this di strict.
" 6. , y arm .
'' 7 'Yindy & thawy
'' 12 Cold & drifty.
'' 13 Cold.
'' 16 Pleasant.
"llfar 19. Cold & drifty, bitter day.
" - 20 V ery cold & drifty.
" - 21 ' Vindy.
' ' - 22 "\Yarm
' ' - 24 Snow
" - 25
arm
" - 26 Snowy.
' ' - 27 Cold , windy, drifty
' ' - 28. Snow 3 feet deep & weather cold, hay scarce aml dear $30
per ton. ' Vheat $2,67 per bush, corn & rye $ 2,00 pork & b eef, butter
& cheese high & people poor. A windy, drifty, blustering day.
''April D. Good sleding.
" 16. Sheep out all day-half fodder.
" 17 Pigeons fly by millions The snow banks go by wholesalewarm.
,. 18 Pigeons flew thick.
,, 19 Froze hard. Snowed.
"21 Ploughed with mittens
"22 Froze hard. Sheep to barn night & morning-to grass day
time.
" 24. Snowed. Ground white
" 25 Snow two inches deep.
,, 30 Sowed wheat

'V
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''.1ll ay 7 Plowed for planting. A few snow banks yet. l\ly wheat
sown last Wednesday (1 week) is up.
" 10
The earth at length is clad in richest green
Yet banks of snow are on the mountains seen.
" 12 Trees green.
'' 13 Very cold.
" 1-1 Planted corn."

The town instructed the selectmen "to take special care that
the law respecting idle persons be carried into execution," and
also appointed a committee" to see what has become of the money
taken in fines for a breach of the Sabbath."
1818. Four pews had been sold in the \Vest meeting-house, or,
rather, ground for four, and Daniel Pillsbury, l\Ioses Coffin, and
1.Ioses Fellows were chosen to collect the money, and expend it in
repairing the house.
REV. MR. PTIICE'S HISTORY.

1819. At the annual meeting the town appointed ReY. Ebenezer Price, Rev. Samuel \Vood, and Dea. Enoch Little a committee to collate the facts in regard to the settlement ::mel progress of
the town. The result was, the publication in 1823 of a pamphlet
of 11G pages, prepared by :Jir. Price, entitled "A Chronological
History of Boscawen." (See Preface.)

[1820.

CHAPTER XII.
FROM 182o TO 1830.

~tROJ\1

the establishment of Hi11sborough county in colonial
days, Amherst had been the county scat. 'rhe county was
large, and for several years the question of creating a new county
had been agitated. The sense of the town was taken on the
question at the annual meeting in 1820. The vote ·\Yas 176 in
favor and 46 against the proposition.
At the same meeting, several pews in the \Vest meeting-house
were sold, which had previously been sold but not paid for. The
town's interest in the house was in the frame alone, and the ground
for the pews. The town expended for the frame, when the house
was erected, $104. 'rhe money derived from the sale of the pew
ground had been applied to finishing the house. Here was an
anomalous state of affairs, and the town's interest in the house
was the cause of a great deal of trouble and disturbance to the
people of the west end.
THE

CHIUSTIA~

UNION SOCIETY.

It has been said that Protestantism is the very genius of freedom;
that to be true to itself it must ever be protesting; and that from
this cause have come the one humlred or more denomin:ations of
Protestants in religion.
From the settlement of the town to the year 1820 there had been
no organized dissent to the theological doctrines of the Trinitarian
Congregational church; but in eycry free community there wi11 be •
differences of opinion in politics and religion. In the nature of
things, it cannot be otherwise. The ~ime had come for a new
religious society to make its appearance in the town.
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Th e legislature of 1819 passed a. general law in regard to the
organization of religious societies, and during the year 1820 (see
Ecclesiastical IIist.) the Christian U nion Society was formed.
The society having ma.tle application for its proportion of the pa.rRona.ge money, a. committee was appointed at the a.nmml meeting
of the town, in l\Ia.rch, to report what proportion belonged to the
new society. Up to this time, the money h::t(l been divided between the Boscawen Religions Society and the \Vesterly Religious Society.
The Christian Union Society also demanded their right in the
use of the \Vest meeti ng-house. Some of the members of the
society were pew-own ers, while all the members claimed a moiety
under the town's ownership of the frame.
The com mittee reported thnt the Christian Union Society was
entitled to the nse of the house "one fourth part of the time for
six months next ensuing;" and in r egard to the parsonage fund,
that s::titl society was "entitled to an equal share of the parsonage
money not otherwise appropriatetl."
The town -n·as dissatisfied with the report, and it was recommitted for the purpose of having a report of all the facts in the
case.
1821. At the meeting, held November 5th, for the choice of
electors, t he town appointed Ezekiel \Vebster and the selectmen
a committee to confer with Concord in respect to building a
bridge across Contoocook river.
At a subsequent meeting, held December 17th, the town authorized th e committee to build and support such a bridge, to be
located ncar the residence of Rit.:hanl Elliott.
1822. At the 1\Iarch meeting t he sense of the town was again
taken in regard to establishing a new county,-yeas, 19G; nays,
37.
The committee, to whom was recommitted the report in regard
to the rights of the Christian Union Society in the \Vest meetinghou se, re].Jol·ted that the amount of money originally r eceived from
the sale of pews was $ 1,838; that the Christian Union Society
claimed pews amounting to $325.75, the \Vestcrly Religious Society $894:.75, while those not belonging to either society held pews
valued at $618.25.
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A motion was made that the Christian Union Society should
have their privileges in the house ; but the town voted to postpone
action till the next annual meeting.
At this meeting, the selectmen were instructed to settle with
Mr. Price for taxes, which were assessed by the town and paid by
him before the statute was made proYiding for taxing the polls
and estates of clergymen.
FARM FOR THE

POOR.

The poor of the town were set up for the last time at vendue,
the town voting to appoint a committee to purchase a farm. The
committee consisted of Benjamin Little, Nathan Plummer,
Thomas Coffin, Isaac Gerrish, and John Cogswell, who were made
overseers.
The price paid for maintenance of the poor was from 19 cents
to $1.00 per week.
The committee purchased the farm of l\Ir. Joseph Sargent, on
High street, near Salisbury,-the first establishment of the kind in
the vicinity. The price paid for it was $1,500; for stock and
furniture, $638; for superintendence, $120. The cost of maintabling the poor this first year upon the farm was $292.83.
1823. Some of the citizens of Hopkinton, seeing the effort to
create a new county, with Concord for the shire town, made an
effort to throw the tide of travel tending to Concord in a new direction. Application was made to the court for a road, beginning
in Andover, on the 4th New Hampshire turnpike, and following
down the valley of the Blackwater through \Yest Salisbury;
thence yia Knight's meadow and \Yhite plain to Davisville, Contoocookville, and Hopkinton, and thence to l\Iancbester. The
project was strenuously urged by Gen. Aquilla Davis, of \Varner;
and the roatl was laid out by the court. Such a highway "·ould
have been of little benefit to the town; and at a meeting held
January 10th the matter was placed in the hands of Ezekiel
\Vebster, Esq., who succeeded in obtaining a reversal of the
order.
At the annual meeting, in l\Iarch, the town voted to equalize
the school districts.
The to,vn also Yo ted that the Christian Union Society should
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have the u se of the \Vest m eeting-hou se on e fourth part of the
time.
The \Yesterly R eligious Society qu es tioned t h e t own's
right to con t rol the house, carried the matter t o the superior
court, an tl ohtained a decision, that, where m embers of one or
more r eligions societies h eld p ews in a house, th e t o-n·n could not
exer cise j nri sdiction.
P emlin g the llecision, the Christian U nion Society took possession of t h e h ouse, on a Sunday m orning. Th e \ V esterly Heligious
Socie ty t h er eupon withdrew, and built the m eeting-house on Corser hill. (See Ecclesiastical Hi st.)
GREAT FRESHET.

1824:. A great amount of rain fell on the 11th and 12th of
Febru ary. Enoch Little's day-book contains the followi n g r ecord:
"Feb 11 . Rained all last night & part of the day by spells.
"Feb 12. Rained all last night, snow all gone.
"Feb lG. On l\lerrimack river one of the piers of H ookset bridge
gone, but not r endered impassable. Concord lower brid ge two stone
piers & a part of the body of the bridge carried off. Concord upper
bridge new, one wooden pier & about two thirds of th e body carried
off. Canterbury carried off. Republican bridge, a new one between
Salisbury & Sanbornton [in Franklin] gone. Smith's bridge at New
Hampto n also. On Contoocook river Four bridges in H enniker & a
number of mills, among them those lately erected by R . M. ·w allace at
an expense of $3000 carried away. Three bridges in 'Varner, four in
\Veare on the Piscataquog. A number on the Connecticut & \Vhite
rivers carried away & many mills, dams & other bridges damaged. Immense quantities of timber which had been prepared & carried to the
bank of the Merrimack were swept away by the flood. "
1825. The town had increased in population t o an exten t that
entitled the citizens to two r epresentatives, and a second representative was accordingly elected.
Some citi zens not being satisfied with th e valuations as returne<l by t h e selectmen, twelve assessors wer e elected to make the
valuation for the year.
No action in r egard to th e r egulation of schools was had till
this y ear, when the following r esolutions wer e p assed :
''R esolved That it shall be the duty of the school committee to examine all teachers of schools for the towns; to recommend books to be
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used as classick's to give Jirection when needful for the government of
schools; to signify their approbation or disapprobation of the teachers
employed to the district committee if required; and to give such recommendations as may tend to promote the general interests of Litera
ture.
"Resolved th at no teacher shall be con sidered as qualified to instruct
until approbated by the school committee; or entitled to his wages until snch certificate of approbation is exhibited to the collector or treasurer who pays the money."
REGIMENTAL

MUSTER.

The muster of the 21st r egiment was held this year in the field
west of the house no-..v occupied by J\Ir. Tilton, in \Y ebster. The
field now (1811) is mostly overgro'iYn 'ivith trees. The sham fight
was carried on with such vigor that one of the cavalry horses was
killed by running upon a bayonet.
THE FRESHET OF

1826.

The summer of 1826 was Yery dry. \Yith the llrought came
innumeral,le grasshoppers. On J\Ionday, August 28th, rain began
to fall in the forenoon-occasional showers, accompanied by thunder. From three o'clock till ten P. JH. it fell in a continuous torrent,-more than twelve inches falling in six hours. Every bridge
across the Blackwater, with the exception of that at S\Yeatt's
mills, was s'ivept away. The 'ivater ran through the r~wines west
of the village at Sweatt's mills, and also took the short cnt from
the heml near the residence of l\Ir. Orlando Fitts to the mills near
Samuel Little's. The romls were Yery much washed. The damage in other towns was equally great. At the \Yhite l\Ionntains
occurred the slitle by 'ivhich the \Yilley family lost their lives. It
has ever Leen known as "the great August freshet."
The to"·n voted at the annual meeting to appoint sextons to
have charge of the several graveyanls, and that all graves should
be Jug at the to\Yn's expense.
1821. The to,vn Yoted that the letter B he the to·wn seal for
weight and m easures.
The tmn1 voted that cattle, sheep, or s"·ine shonhl not run at
large: "provided however that the selectmen may on application
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give licence to any poor person to let one milch cow run at large,"
which entirely defeated the object of the by-law. Suh8equently
the town voted that no cattle should run at large.
1828. The town voted to instruct the selectmen "to cause the
turnpike gate to be removed from the town's road."
At the ballot for electors this year 4~0 votes were east, one of
the largest ballots in the history of the town.
The taverners and store-keepers licensed to sell ardent spirits
were J aeob Gerri8h, Fish street, taverner; ,James \Y est, Plain, taverner; Ren ben ,Johnson, Fisherville, taverner; \Y oreestc>r \Y ebster,
Plain, store; Daniel Corser, Corser hill, taverner; John Greenough,
Plain, store; Reuben Greeley, taverner; H. & l\I. Fellows, Corser
hill, store.
The town suffered a great loss in the death of its foremost citizen, Ezekiel \Vebster, who fell dead while making a plea before
the l\Ierrimack bar in the court-house at ConcorJ, April 10th.
The funeral was on the following Sunday, in the afternoon, attended by an immense concourse of people at the meeting-house
on the Plain. [See Biography. J
The regimental muster was on the farm of \V m. Abbott, on
\Vater street, now owned by Jeremiah Chadwick. A company
appeared in the afternoon dressed as Indians, with war paint on
their faces and roosters' feathers in their caps. They took an
active part in the sham fight.
Two hearse-houses were built during the year,-one at the east
and one at the west end, both now standing (1877),-ancl two
hearses procured.

13
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CHAPTER XIII.
TEMPERANCE.

~~RIOR

to 1830, there was a general use of spirituous liquors
throughout the country. l\Ien took their "bitters ;• before
breakfast, to give them an appetite. They took a dram in the
middle of the forenoon to "keep them up)' till dinner time. After dinner they drank again to " settle their stomachs," anJ must
l1ave a "night-cap" before going to bed. No matter how poor a
man might be, in his cupboard or somewhere about his premises
was a hro'>Yn jug containing rum, gin, or brandy.
Those w·ho had accumulated property, and were accounted prosperous farmers, furnished their cupboards with fine cut glass decanters, and k ept a generous supply of N ew England and \Vest
India rum, brandy, gin: port aml l\fadeira wines. In their cellars
were kegs of cherry brandy and barrels of cider. Ci(1er '.Yas a
common l,everage, and bread and cider a common diet. A neighbor, entering a house, felt at liberty to help himself to a drink
from the white or brown mug always standing on the ta1Jle or
mantel-shelf, which on cold winter days was usual1y spiced with
red pepper.
Visitors were always "treated" with the best licruors and
wines the house afforded. No matter what the occasion, be it
wedding or funeral, guests and mourners alike partook o£ the liquors generously provided. Pastor and people alike replenished
their brown jugs at the stores. l\Iinisters, in making their parochial calls, were presented with a glass of wine, either before or
after prayer. If ministers exchanged pulpits on a Sabbath, each
was careful to have the kincl of liquor on hand which the other
preferred.

P
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It is narrated, that when the General Association was about to
meet in Bo~cawen in 1S10, Rev. :Mr. \Vood askerl 1\1rs. \Yootl,
who knew the habits of the neighboring ministry, as to how
much liquor would be needed, and if she thought a gallon of rum
wouhl he sufficient. "No, my (lear," replied the wife, "yon
know that Father Hidden will 'yant a whole case bottle full of
rum for him self."
Rev. Mr. Hidtlen "~as minister at 'ramworth. It is not to be
supposccl that he flrank more than his brothers in the mini:.;try,
but that :i\Irs. \Y oocl knew he haLl a liking for that kind of liquor.
Liqu or drinking was uni,·ersal. In 182±, when the people of
Canterbury were agitating the question of lmihling a new meeting-house, a committee was sent to view the meeting-house on
Corser hill, then just completetl. They were so ho spitably
"treated" that the driver of the double sl<>igh could not manage
the team, and the entire party were so oblivious of surrounding
matters that they -,,·ere upset in the ditch.
K o brmer thought of beginning haying without first replenishing his rum jugs. No enterprise conld he undertaken without
liquor. The largest trade of the stores was in nun. At this period, 1\Iessrs. Hezekiah & 1\loses li'ellOivs, store-keepers on Corser
hill, frequently sold a hogshead of \Vest India rum in a week The
traders on Bosca,Yen Plain doubtless had even a larger trade. An
inspection of ohl account books of this period shows that in a majority of the accounts are Hems for liquors sold by the gallon,
quart., pint, and glass.
The temperance moyement in Boscawen began in 1831. J onathan Kittredge, afterwards of Canaan, a reformed drunkard, gave
lectures on temperance throughout the state. Temperance meetings were held in Boscawen, Rev. 1\ir. \Vood and Rev. 1\1r. Price
being earn est advocates of the movement. 1\'Iany of the prominent citizens saw the necessity of reform, and aclYocated it. 1\Ieetings were hehl in the school districts aml in tho meeting-houses.
Other citizens conscientiously opposed the moyeme11t.
Th e Second Congregational church, Feb. 7, 1832, at a conference meeting hehl at the house of Dea. Eliphalet Kilburn,
adopted the following pledge, all the members present but two
nssenting to it:
"Resolved, that the ordinaPy use of ardent spirits is inconsistent with
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the Christian character & that we will entirely abstain from it except as
a medicine. Also:
''Resolved that all persons who may hereafter unite in covenant with
this church shall be admitted on the principle of entire abstinence
from the use of ardent spirits except as a medicine."
A warm discussion was had,-several members, whose lives and
characters were beyoml reproach, earnestly opposing it, on the
ground that to sign a pledge was inconsistent with Christian
freedom.
The pledge was adopted, however, hy a large majority. It was
circulated through the community. On the 4th of July a temperance meeting was held at the meeting-bouse on Corser hill. The
light infantry military company paraded, marched to Dea. James
Kilburn's, and escorted the :Martin Luther l\Iusical Society to the
meeting-house, where addresses upon temperance was made, and
songs sung.
The churches and the leading men in the community having
engaged in the reform, public thinking soon became disreputable.
1833. The temperance movement had not lost its force. During the fall a series of evening meetings was held in the meetinghouse on Corser hill, in which temperance was publicly discussed.
1\Ir. Amos Couch, a young joiner working with J\Ir. \Villiam
Abbot, advocated reform with great ability. The great question
was, where the line should be dra·wn. \Vhy should not cider be
included? J\Ien became intoxicated on cider. J\Iany citizens
were ready to cut off distilled liquors, but would not discard the
use of fermented. Those opposed to the temperance mo"Vement
pressed the argument home, that, to be consistent, the reformers
must quit the use of all that could intoxicate. Some conscientious men saw that they conltl not consistently ask their fellowmen to give up rum, while they held on to cider. Both were intoxicating when taken in excess. By no half-way halting would
they hinder the great movement: they discarded cider, and cut
down their apple-trees !
One of the first to destroy his trees bearing only cider-apples
was rrhomas Coffin, who had a mill in which he made nearly one
hundred barrels of cider per annum from his own orchards. Others
used the mill, which was kept running from September till December; but from 1833 on, no cider ·was sold by its owner till it was
changed to vinegar.
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A vigorous war was waged against foxes and crows. Forty-two
foxes' heads were presented to the selectmen for the bounty of
twenty-five cents, twenty-two of them ha.ving been caught by
\Yillimn T. Pilh;bury.
The s<:>lectmen were instructed to sell the town farm, and purchase another in a more convenient location.
The town votetl that "those who worship in the \Vest l\Ieeting
House should have liberty to repair the house."
The selectmen were instructecl "not to grant to any one license
to retail anlent spirit." From unrestricted sale and universal
drinking, in 18:?9, Boscawen hac11Jecome a temperate community.
1835. The town passetl a hy-law to prevent cattle from running at large, "except the single cow of a poor man, who must be
licensed by the selectmen."
The selectmen were instructed to have the town buildings
insured.
The town farm having been sold, another was purchased of J\Ir.
Samuel Elliot, on \Yater street, for the sum of $2,000.
~rhe town voted that the Universalist Society have their proportion of the parsonage money with other societies, according
to the tax.
The town also voted to instruct the selectmen to put in force
the vagrant law, "to cause all the persons in town who are wasting their time or property by intemperance, idleness, or dissipation, to he placed under guardianship, or sent to the hou:::;e of
correction, and to prosecute all persons in town who traffic in
ardent spirits illegally."
A road having been laid out by a committee from court, avoiding the hill between the. house of l\1r. Hale Atkinson and l\Ir.
Nathan Plummer, on Fish street, the town successfully opposed
its construction as laid out, and obtained a modification of the
ortler.
The town votetl that one fourth of the highway taxes shoulJ be
reserved for winter senice.
'_rhe town voted to accept its proportion of the surplus revenue
of the United States, and appointed Hezekiah Fellows agent to
take care of the same, the money to he loaned to the town.
The town voted against a proposition submitted hy the legisla-
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ture, in regard to endowing a state asylum for the insane,- 66
yeas, 200 nays.
During the winter occurred a great rain, which carried off a
large body of snow, m{d broke np the river::;: causing great destruction of bridges. The Canterbury bridge, the Boscawen bridge,
and four bridges in Concord were swept away.
1837. The town appointed a committee to confer with the
pew-owners in the \Vest meeting-house in regard to making it a
town-house. The committee consisted of Samuel Chadwick, Col.
1\Ioses Gerrish, Thomas Elliot, Joseph Ames, a llll Richard Gage.
A controversy with the town of Concord in regard to the line
between the towns having arisen, the seledmen we1·e instructed
to defend the town from all encroachments.
This controver.:::y arose from the construction of the factory,
which was erected in 1836, both towns claiming it.
CONTROVERSY BETWEEX

BOSCAWE~

LIXE BETWEEX

AXD COXCORD ABOUT THE

THE TWO TOWXS.

The line, as defined by the selectmen of both towns, June 2,
1797, was as follo\\·s :
'' Begin at a stake and stones on the southerly side of Contoocook
river nearly opposite the middle of the main branch where the same
empties into l\lerrimack being where a forked white pine formerly stood,
which is the southeasterly corner of Boscawen running west 17° and 35'
south by needle four miles to a pitch pine tree which is the northeast
corner of Concord, on which is a number of letters, marks and figures
which we have newly spotted on three sides, which bounds and line we
do hereby agree to ratify and confirm as the bounds and line, and to be
the bounds and line between Concord and Boscawen.
" (Signed)
·winthrop Carter} Selectmen
Thomas Tborla
of
Boscawen
Daniel Shepard
John Odlin
} Selectmen
Rich<l Ayer
of
Jon a. Eastman Concord
(Henry Gerrish surveyor.)"
In 1830, Benjamin Kimball bought the water-power on Contoocook river, at the upper falls, and the next year erectell a grist and
flouring mill, which was located on the line. )lr. K. died soon
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after, and the property passed into the hands of F. & F. JTisher,
of Boston, who in 1835-G built the stone factory adjoining the
grist-mill, just north of the line in Boscawen. The abundance of
water-power, and the prospective increase· of the manufacturing
interest, maJe the boundary question one of moment. The difference of opinion as to the boumlary line arose from the Llescription in the respective charters of the two towns. The colonies
of J.\Iassachnsetts Bay, in General Court convened, at Boston,
June 17, 1725, gra,nted to the proprietors of Penacook (Concord)
a tract of lan d on J\Ierrima,ck ri,·er. The north boundary, west of
the river, was described in t he grant as follows:
''Begin ·where the Contoocook River falls into the Merrimack River
and upon a COUrse \YeSt 17° SOUth four miles.

The same court, J.\Iay 20, 1733, granted to John Coffin &
Co. the plantation at Contoocook (Boscawen). The southern
boumbry adjoin ing Pena,cook was described t hus :
" Beginn ing at the midule of the month of Contoocook River where
it emp ties itself into ~Ierrimack where it joins on Penacook Plantation
thence rnnlling west 15° south aujoining on Pennycook line four miles
to a white pine tree marked Pennycook corner bounds."

Concord wa,s bounded by Contoocook river, in general terms ;
Bosca\\·en, by the middle of the month of the Contoocook where it
empties into the J.\Ierrima,ck. 13y construin g the latter literally,
the line would be ca,rried north one half the width of the river,
and would inclose all of the mill and new stone factory in Concorcl. Concord claimed that the la,ngnage of the charter should
be construed literally, while Boscmven insisted that the line of
1797, as before stated, should be cont inued, which would lea,ve
the factory in Boscawen.
At the annual meeting in J\1arch, 1837, the town of Concord instructed their selectmen to sene the town of Bosca,wen with notice to meet for the purpose of making suital)le arrangements in
regard to the line between the towns, a,greea,ble to the provisions
of bw.
Boscawen declined to meet. At the September term, 1837, the
selectmen of Concord presented a petition to the court of common
pleas, setting forth that "the line is' and has for a long time been
in dispute," and praying the court to appoint a committee to
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examine and establish th e lin e between the two towns. Upon
this petition the court ordered that J olm Porter, 'Thomas D.
:Merrill, and H enry B. Chase he a committee to establish a line
beb1een Concord and Boscawen, and rene..,,~ the bounds and
marks. Nothing was clone until Oct. 9, 184:0, when a l1earing
was held at the l10t el of Reuben Johnson. Concord was represented by Samuel Fletcher, and Boscawen by George \'{.Nesmith
and I chabocl Bartlett. After a full and careful examination of
the evidence presented, the committee affirmed the old line of
1797, with more definite description. There are those now living
who attended the hearing and heard the arguments, and who
speak of ~Ir. Bartlett as having been very eloquent, forcible, and
convincing. Stone bounds "'·ere erected, and no further controversy has arisen.
A neat tnrn was gi,·en to the argument by I1im. "Boscawen,"
said ::\Ir. B., ';had in her generosity once built one half of the
bridge across the Contoocook for the convenience of the public,
although the river at that point 'tYas "·holly in Concord; and now
she would again show her generogity-she would give_the whole
of the bridge to Concord, and take the factory."
A road 'tYas laid out during the year from Battle street to Fowler's plain; but the selectmen, for some cause, saw fit to delay its
construction, and it never was 011enecl.
A committee was appointed, consisting of Samuel Chadwick,
Col. ~[oses Gerrish, Thomas Elliot, J osepb Ames, and Richard
Gage, to confer 'tYith the owners of tl1e pews in the old \Y est
meeting-house in regard to selling their rights, with a view of
making it a town-bouse.
AXTI-SLA YERY.

The anti-slavery agitation whicl1 had begun, reached Boscaw·en.
On the 4th of July a public meeting was held in the meetinghouse on Corser hill, and an address giYen by ReY. Cyrus \V.
\\Tallace, then a student in Gilmanton Theological Seminary, for
m::my years pastor of the First Congregational church, ~ranches
ter. Petitions were circulated, asking congress to prohibit slaYery
in the territories. Anti-slanry societies were formed at the west
and also at the east end of the town, but the prevailing sentiment
was against any agitation of tl1e question.

1838. J
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:l\hny of the citizens hvored the colonization scheme,-that of
sending the negroes to Africa, their own country. The emancipationists reto rted that America was their own country. They
obtainctl papers and pamphlets. They hung np in public places
figures of a negro in cha,ins, kneeling with this appeal,-" Am I
not a man awl a brother ? "
It is not probable that there was a citizen of Boscawen who at
h eart \Yishetl to have the negroes remain in slavery; but there was
an intenRe prejt11lice against color,-a prejudice which was shared
by some of the best men in the community. Several negro families had taken possession of a house that stood on Fowler's plain
west of Beaver-clam. They were in the Corser hill school district,
and the ehildren made their appearance at school. On a Sunday
evening, after a prayer-meeting for the conYersion of the world,
the citizens tarried, and voted that they shoulJ not he permitted
to attewl sehool in tlmt district.
The excluded children, however, found no barrier to their attendin g school at North \Vater street. Th e great and chief fear
was, that if the negroes were liberated in the South they ·would
all flock to the North. Thomas Coffin was ~m emancipn.tionist;
his brother-in-law, Dea. Nehemiah Cogswell, was a colonizationist.
Their discussions were always friendly, though sometimes warm.
"The negro is a man, and is entitled to freedom," said the
first.
"Brother, do yon vmnt all those niggers to make their appearance on \Vater street?" was the reply, often repeated.
1838. Hezekiah Fellows, cnstotlian of the town for its proportion of the surplus revenue, reported at the annual meeting that
he had received three instalments, amounting to $5,.518.86, which
\Yas loaned to the town.
The committee appointed the preyions year on a "town house"
reported that they had seen a majority of the pew-holders in the
\Vest meeting-honse, and that "most of them were willing to give
them up for a town house, while a few wanted about the first
cost." The expense would be about $500. The site selected by
the committee was near "Aaron Flanders's corner," the southerly
end of \Yater street.
The report of the committee was accepted, but nothing further
was done in the premises.
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1839. The country was still suffering from the commercial
disasters of 1837. There was little money in circulation. Emigration from the East to the \Vest still continued. Although the
valuation of property on the selectmen's bo.oks was unchanged,
there had in reality been a great depreciation of Yalues.
The only business out of the usual course at town-meeting was
a. Yote to make the a.lms-honse a. house of correction for yagrants.
This was prompted by the unnsnal number of tramps roaming
the country-some in search of "·ork, more to sponge their living
out of the commuuity.

(

[1840.

CHAPTER XIV.
FROM 1840 TO 1850.

~HE

canYass for the election of Presillent and Vice-President
llm·ing the year was one of the mo~t exciting in the history
of the nation. There \VPre two great political varti es, the Democratic and the \Vhig-the Liberty party not then having 1een
form ed. 'rhe Democratic party wa s in power, with Martin Van Buren presillent, whom they renominated. The \Vhi g party nominated Gen. \Villiam Henry Harrison, of Ohio. The \Vhig party
charged the Democrats ·with extmYagance,-with being responsible for all the commercial di~tre ss . They raised the cry of reform, economy, honesty. A party enjoying a long lease of power
is open to attack on every side. The \Vhigs knew it, a]l(l made
the most of their opportunities.
The campaign opened June 17, on the \Yhig side, by a mass
meeting heltl at Concord,- a meeting remarkable for the numbers
congregated in <lays when the only conveyance was by horses. The
attendance was estimatetl at twenty thousantl. Large delegations
were present from eyery section of the state. l\hny of those attending must haYe been absent from home a week.
The \Vhigs brought into use appJiances never before dreamed
of in political campaigns. Gen. Harrison, having been born in a
log cabin, was "the Log Cabin candillate;" and cabins lnli lt of
logs, tlravm on wheels, with bear-traps and coon-skins hanging on
the walls, were features in the grand procession. It was popularly supposerl that Gen. Harrison was cralllcd by his mother in a
sap trough, and wore a coon-skin coat. The Democrats called
him the "coon" candillate. The \Yhigs accepted th e name, and
gloried in calling themselves "coons." l\Iany of the \Vhig news
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papers brought out wood-cuts representing a gathering of raccoons
playing the chorus of victory on trombones.
It was popularly supposed that Gen. Harrison had lived on
coarse fare in his early life, and drank hard cider. Hence be
·was called by the Democrats "the hanl cider" canditbte. The
\Vhigs accepted the appellation, and at all \Vhig gatherings th~re
was a supply of fermented apple-juice. The Democrats could resort to no such appliances to win popular fayor. l\Ir. Yan Buren
was of an old New York family-a life-long politician. He hacl
lived in luxury-enjoyed for many years the emoluments of office.
Gen. Harrison had distinguished himself in the war of 1812-hacl
fought the battle of Tippecanoe, and in song was "Ohl Tippecanoe."
LOCO-FOCO.

The campaign produced a literature peculiar to the tim es. The
Democrats were called " Loco-Focos" by their opponents. In
183±, one John :Mack open eel a store in Park Row, New York, in
which h e had two noYelties that attracted attention. One was
champagne wine drawn from a fountain; the other was a selflighting cigar, on one end of which was a composition that " ·oulcl
light itself on being rubbed. These last he called Loco-Foco
cigars. He patented them, the patent bearing date April 16,
183±.
In the year 1835 a cli·dsion occurred in the New York Democracy. At a mc·eting held in Tammany hall a brawl occurred,
during which one "·ing of the party ex:tinguishecl the gas-lights;
but the other wing, having some "Loco-Foco" matehes, immediately relighted the halL The Courier & Enquirer, in a notice
of the meeting, caJled that wing of the party "Loco-Focos." The
country accepted the name, ·which during the presidential campaign was applied l)y the \Yhigs to the whole Democratic party.
In Boscawen, as in other tmYns, th e young men >rho sympathized with the \Yhig party organized elnbs, and sang campaign
songs on eYery possible occasion. l\Iany of the songs were the
merest doggerel, but they sen·ed to k eep aliye the political enthusiasm. One \Yas entitled
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"VAN A~D THE FAR:\IER.''

Tune-Th e King and the Countryman.
"..A farmer there was who lived at North Bend,
Esteemed by his neighbors and many a friend;
And you'll see on a time, if yon follow my ditty,
How he took a straight walk to ·washington city.
The farmer walked on, and arrived at the door,
And gave such a thump as was ne'er thumped before.
Mister Van thought the rap was the sound of a flail,
And his heart beat with fear, and he turn ed deadly pale."

The song went on to picture the consternation in the \Vhite
Honse, where the president and his cabinet wore llining at a table
spread with a service of golden plates, cups, knives, and forks,
and ended by installing tho rough-handed farmer in l\Ir. Y an
Buren's chair.
Another song was entitled "Rolling the Ball; or, Tippecanoe
and Tyler, too."
John Tyler, of Virginia, was the candidate for vice-president on
the \Yhi g ticket.
"Oh! what has caused this great commotion, motion, motion
Our country through?
It is the ball a rolling on for Tippecanoe and Tyler, tooFor Tippecanoe and Tyler, too.

ChorusAnd with them we'll beat little Yan:
Van, Van, Van,
Is a used np man,
And with them we will beat little Van."

The enthusiasm was mainly on the \Vhig side. The Democrats, from their position, wore compelled to bo on the defensive,
and conl<l not employ like agencies; but the \Yhigs made noise
enough for both parties, singing and hnrrahing through the campaign, and burning a great deal of powder over their victory in
N oYemlwr.
THE FORMATION OF THE BAPTIST SOCIETY.

18-11. The political excitement of 18-!:0 was followed by a remarkable attention to religion in the fall of 1841, spreading through-
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out Boscawen and neighborin g towns. 'fhe preaching of the Advent doctrines, as held by ::\Ii11er, ·who believed in the irnm t>tliate
destruction of the \'i'orld, hatl arousetl the attention of some v1·ho
had never been interested in religiou s matters.
There beiug a few indivicluab of the Baptist orJ.er in town, an
effort w::ts m::tde by them to org::tnize a society. ReY. 1\fr. Pe::tcock; Rev. 1\fr. \Vorth, and other ministers, were employed as
preachers. A church w::ts formed, ::tncl a meeting-house v.-as erected
on the e::tst side of King street, between the house now occupied
by l\1r. Caleb Hall, ::tml the JJrick store then kept by ,John
Greenou gh. The church and society flourished for a short time,
but the proximity to Fisherville, and the form::ttion of a vigorous
Baptist church and society on the Conconl side, ere long made it
app::trent that to attempt to build up a, clnuch in that locality
would he a waste of energy. and it \'i·as abandoned. The edifice
wn.s subsequently taken clown, remoYecl to Canterbury, and
erected as a town-house.
GRAXITE

~1IU'l'UAL

FII:E IXSUllAXCE CO:\IPANY.

During the year a, charter "\\·as obtaint>cl for the Granite l\I ntua}
Fire Insurance Compa-ny, ~w hil'h '"as organized nt the vtest encl,Simeon B. Little, President, and Rev. ElJenezer Price, Secretary.
XEW POST ROUTE.

From the year 1830 there hacl been a post-office ::tt S'i\eatt's
mills, ::tntl the mail w::ts carried once a week from Hopkinton to
Salisbury. 'fhe post-office was of little value, most of the people
receiving their mail through the office on the Plain. The citizens
of the west end petitioned for a change of route, and a mail triweekly between Boscawen and \Yest Bosca"·en, which was
grantecl hy the post-office <lepartment, aml has remained unch::tnged to the present time.

1842. The academy had been twice nsecl for the holding of
the annual town-meeting.
An effort \'i·as macle at the :i\Iarch
meeting to have the town finish off a town-house in the basement
of the new Baptist meeting-house; but the town refused to entert::tin the project.
Th e anti-slavery agitation, which beg::tn in 1835, h::tc1 been in-
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crea-sing from yea-r to yea-r. r.rhere were ma-ny a-rdent supporters
of the en-use in Bosca-wen, but there \Ya-s a, division of sentiment
in rega-r1l to the best methods of a,(lvnncing it. The pnrent
anti-slnYery society in New York ha-d divided on the question.
As in a,ll grea-t projects of reform. there ,,·ere extremists, who held
to their own mensnres nnd mc>thods with grent zen], nnd were intolemnt townnls those not a-greeing with them. One of the most
zen]ous workers in the ca-use wns Stephen S. Foster, a, nnti,·e of
Ca-nterbury, who hnd ta-ught school in Bosca·wen, nml who embmced the cn-nse with nll his h eart. The churches not coming up
to hi s standard of a-ction, he nmlertook to nronse them by interrupting the services a-t the East meeting-house, on Sa-bbath, Feb.
3d, and a-t the meeting-house on Corser hill the next Sal,ba-th. In
both instnnces he wns led out of doors. The affair ga,ye rise to a,
great den,] of excitement in church, nml subsequently in politics.
1843. The town ,·oted to put a, stop to the sn]e of spirituous
liquors'; mul Benjmnin F. Kimball, Thoma-s Elliott, and \Villimn
H. Gnge \Yere appoinb~,l a, committee to prevent this snle.
During the yenr the question of building a, railroa-d from Concord to Leba-non was ngitntetl, Lnt no a-ctive mea-sures were bken
towartl ~ furthering the project.
1 8-!~1.
The town nt the nnnunl meeting voted that every
person should be put under onth at the time of taking the inYentory.
The town gmnted leave to the Christinn Union Society to floor
tl1e galleries in the \Y est meeting-house. The town a,] so Yotecl to
bea-r hnlf the expense of repniring the outside, and of keeping it
in rcpnir so long as it was n::;etl ns a, town-house. The Christinn Union Society, having obta.inecl leave of the pew-holders, proceetled to mnke the proposeLl alterations, thus obtnining a, commodiou s chnpel.
:B'ishervillo hnvin g become a, thriving villnge, the town voted
$150 towartls the purchnse of a fire engine.
THE

XORTIIER~

RAILROAD.

During the yenr the route wns smTeyecl for a railrontl from
Concord to Franklin, nncl thence to Lebnnon,-a movement ina-ugurated hy the residents of those towns. The survey wa-s ma-de
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under the direction of Thomas J. Carter, civil engineer. The
people of the west end, believing t hat they had a better route,
employed Stephen C. Badger, Esq., of Concord, to smTey a route
up the ·miley of the Blackwater.
The R orthern Railroad Company having been organized, the
surveys preliminary to the construction of the road were begun
during the summer. A route up the :Jlerrimack, another up the
Yalley of the BlaclnYater, a third up ~Iill brook, and a fourth via
Long pond, were made by the company, under the direction of the
chief engineer, Jonathan Adams.
184:6. The directors of the Northern Railroad having decided
to build upon the present location, contracted for the construction
of the road. The fir::;t shoyelful of earth thrown out in the to,nl
was in the excaYation sonth of the small brook emptying into the
pond at the southerly end of King street.
The large number of men employed, and the disbursement of
money for labor, gave a momentary impulse to business, ·and an
actiYity surpassing that of any other period, perhaps, in the town's
history.
The road was opened to Franklin in the follo·w ing winter, and
the numerous teams and stages that since the opening of the
Fourth New Hampshire Turnpike had made King street one o£
the great thoroughfares of th e state, disappeared foreYer. From
that day to the present, no ponderous wagon, with white canvas
covering, dra\ln by eight stalwart horses, has been seen '\Yending
its course along that highway; no stage, "-ith its six prancing
horses, its complement of passengers, and mountain of baggage,
has rolled along the road, leaYing a cloud of dust behind: all have
gone,-nor will they ever be seen again.
184:7. The selectmen were authorized to furnish printed copies
o£ their reports.
The town yotecl that the selectmen procure a certified copy of
the proprietors' recortls, which should be kept at the town-clerk's
office. Hezekiah Fellows, the town-clerk, was authorized to make
the same.
Upon the breaking out of the war with :Mexico, a regiment of
United States soldiers, that had been quartered at Burlington, Vt.,
marched to Boston, pa::;::;ing through the town, halting for a short
time on the Plain by the meeting-house. Some of the citizens
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dragged the field-piece belonging to the artillery from the gunhouse, an<l fired a salute in honor of this first appearance of a
body of United States soldiers in the town.
1848. The town ha,,·ing no place in which to hold its annual
meetin gs at the cast end, a proposition was recei,,ed from the
Congregational society in that sedion to make such alterations in
the basement of the meeting-house as would accommodate the town.
The following communication was receiYed from the society:
"At the annual meeti ng of the Boscawen Religious Society, holden on
the 8th of ..March, 18-!7, it '"as voted that the town hav e liberty to construct a town house under the meeting honse, with the unclerstanding
that Raid house should be at all times under the control of saitl society
except when wanted for town purpo ..:es , & that the construction be under the joint <lirection of the society & town.
" E. K. 'Vebster, So. clerk."

The proposition was accepted, and the hous e raised about four
feet, thus obtaining room for a hall.
18-±D. The citizens of Fishenille feeling th e need of an organization for protection against fires, upon petition, a fire precinct
'Yas established, extending northward to the brook at the southerly end of King street.
LINE

BETWEE~

EOSCA WEN AND CANTERBURY.

The bridges on the :Merrimack not having been rebuilt by the
proprietors, an effort was made to procure the construction of one
on the site of the form er Boscawen bridge, and one, also, on the
site of th e Canterbury bridge. There was at the time no free
bridge on the :Merrimack from Plymouth to Newburyport, with
the exception of one at Concord. The town refused to entertain
the proposition. 'l'he line between Boscawen and Canterbury
was in tlispnte. \Vas it the east or the west bank of the 1\Iorrimack,
or '"as it in the middle of the stream? In order to settle tlw question, the selectmen wc·ro instructed to petition the court of common
pleas to appoint a committee to fix the line between the two
towns. 'l'hc committee so appointed decided that the centre of the
stream was the boundary, and so established it.
The town voted to adopt ch. 133 of the Revised Statutes, relating to the liens of mechan~cs.

14
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New l1earses-those now in use-were procured during the year.
The town passed the following resolutions:
''Resolved, That the selectmen be requested to search out any place or
places in town where they have r eason to think by their knowledge or
by information from others that alcoholic liquor is sold ; that they proceed again st them as is pointed out by statute at the expense of the

town. "
The state constitution had been revised during the winter by a
convention called for the purpose. But the town refused the
adoption of the reYision, forty voting in favor and three hundred
and five against it.
CALIFORNIA EJ}'liGRATION.

The discovery of gold in California created a great excitement,
especially among the young men. Ships were chartered, from
Boston, New York, and Philadelphia, for San Francisco via Cape
Horn. Other Yessels sailed for the I sthmus of Panama, and voyagers worked their way up the Chagres riYer across the Isthmus
to the old city of Panama, and thence sailed northward to the
Eldorado. Others, still more adYenturous, started westward, making the long, tedious, hazardous journey across the plains, over
the Sjerra N eYada range of mountains, exposing themselves to all
the dangers of starvation and sickness, or death at the hands of the
Indians. The first emigrants to California from Boscawen were
\Villiam and Jonas Call and Bitfield P. Burbank, who made their
way to the hmd of gold by Salt Lake, suffering great hardships.

[1850.

0!-IAPTER XV.
FRO.:\! 1850 TO 186o .

.WHE construction of the Northern Railroad brought about a

~ n ew order of things. The taYern signs had disappeared with
the stages and tt·ams. The store-keepers found that their trade
was diminishing. No longer were there rafts of manufactured
lumber to be seen floating clown the l!Ierrimack. The rin~r bank,
in rear of the academy, no longer was piled with boanls to be
rafted to Lowell or Bo::;ton. Some kinds of property hall greatly
decreased iu Yalue, while in others there had been a smlden enhancement, especially in woocl and timLer lands. \Yood, for
which there had been no market, was worth five dollars per cord
at the railroad. HE-mlock awl chestnut timber, which had been
considered of little account, rose to the former price of pine, while
pine lumber made a corresponding advance.
1851. New and richer cliscoYeries of gold in Califomia, the
opening of the Panama Railroad, the establishment of the Pacific
:Mail Steamship Line, antl the marvellous stories tohl of the fortunes made, produced a fe\'er of nnrest throughout the community.
The young men, and many in the prime of life, started for the
Eldoratlo of the Pacific shore, a few to attain the riches they
sought, but the majority to meet \Yith disappointment. During
the year seyeral citizens of Boscawen, with others from the surrounding towns, took their departure for California.
18:32. :Jlany of the farmers had set their f0nces upon the highway, ca11sing much trouble aml expense to the town from the
drifting of snow in winter, and the town, at the annual meeting,
voted '' that all such fences be removed."
During the annual meeting, two trrwellers from Vermont
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undertook to make themseh·es citizens, antl to exerci~e the privilege
of voting. They were discovered, brought before the moderntor,
antl, having made humble apologies, were allowed to depart, after
paying the expenses of their arrest.

1853. The selectmen were authorized to purchase Colton's wall
maps for each school district in town. This was the first appropriation eYer made for supplying the school districts with maps or
charts.
The cemetery on "Norway ·' ' or "Fo·wler's'~ plain, between Denver-clam am1 Little brook, was bid out during the year.
\ Voocl being needed for the town farm, the question was agitated in town meeting, and the proposal to purchase a wood lot "·as
rejected.
'' Yote<l that the selectmen be not authorized to purchase a wood

lot."
The town passed a by-law, forbich1ing persons to drive faster
than a walk over any bridge that cost more than $1,000. The
penalty for such an offence was $1.
THE UEBELLION.

1861. In all free governments there will ever be political parties.
vVell for the human race that it is so. In the free discussion of
the great principles underlying republican goYernment lies the
liberty of the nation. Previous to the outbreak of the slaveholders' rebellion, party lin es were ::;trictly drawn throughout the
nation; but, with the booming of hostile cannon upon Fort Sumter and the humiliation of the flag of the nation, the citizens of
Boscaw en and \Vebster, in common \Vith the great majority of the
people of theN orth, gave their support to the government. The
part taken in the great struggle by the citizens of the two towns
is set forth in another place. [See l\Iilitary Hist.J
18G2. At a meeting held Aug. 4, the town Yoteu $100 to Yoluntcers,-to be pa.id to those enlisting in the town.
The sum of $2,000 was Yoted in payment of the same, to be
assessed the follo'iving year.
18G3. At the me eting in J\Iarch, the town voted that no horses,
cattle, or other stock be permitted to rnn at large, under a penalty
of $2.

1866.]
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At a meeting in August, the town voted to pay each conscript
or his substitute, when mustered into the service of the United
States, the sum of $300; and the selectmen were authorized to
borrow a sum not exceeding $10,000 in payment of bounties.
WAR l\IEASUHES.

1864. At the annual meeting in l\farch, the town voted to raise
$3,500, and the selectmen were authorized to hire a sum not
excee<ling $3,000 for families of soldiers.
The following resolution was adopted:
Resolved, That whenever during the year the selectmen sha11 be
officia1ly notified that the town is re11uired to furnish soldiers fot· the
service of the United S~ates, the selectmen be authorized to offer
and pay, in behalf of the town, such bonn tie ..; to or for volunteers as they
may deem necessary, and to take such means as they may deem expedient to procnre volutJteers; also, that they be atithorized to borrow
on the credit of the town a sum not excecuing one hnndrecl thousand
dollars.

The town pnrchased an iron safe, for the prese1Tation of the
records, which was placed in the to,vn hall, but ·which, from the
dampness of the place, proved of little Yalue.
1863. At the meeting in ::\Inrch the selectmen were authorized
to hire $33,000, and to issue coupon bon<hl bearing interest at six
per cent.: the sum of $2,000 to be retiretl each year.
''Voted, To raise $2,000 for the payment of the interest on the town
debt, and $3,0110 for the families of soldiers.
"Voter!, To memorialize the legislature for a loan equalizing bounties
paid to towns."

Although the selectmen had Leen anthorized in the previous
year to raise a. sum not exceeding $100,000, only a tbircl of the
amount was needed to fiJI the town's quota, and the indeMeclness
of the town diJ not much exceed $30,000.
FU~DIXG

THE DEBT.

18G6. 'l'he indebtedness of the town to the amount of hveutyeight thousan(l <lo11ars, was funded, and bonds issued in denominations of $30, $100, $200, and $500, <lated 2d July, 1866, bearing six per cent. interest, $2,000 to be retired yearly, till the debt
should be extinguished.
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T he to"\Yn, at the annual meetin g, voted 40 cents to each member of the Fire Engine Co., Fisherville, for eaeh attendance at
the monthly meeting, the company consisting of 35 men.
SALE OF THE ALl\ISHOUSE AND POOTI-FARJ'.I.

1868. l\1errimack county having purchased a eonnty farm for
the maintenance of the poor, the town voted to sell its farm on
\Vater street; and Isaac K. Gage, Francis S. French, awl Bradley
Atkinson "\Vere appointed a eommittee to dispose of the same.
The sale was not consummated, howeYer, till the following year.
CEl\IETETIY ON THE PLAIN.

1869. At the annual meeting, Isaac K. Gage, Dr. E. K. \Vebster,
and George Knowles 'vere appointed a committee "to lay out
and grade the cemetery on the Plain."
HIGHWAY TAX.

1870. The town voted to pay its taxes on highwa~'S in moneJ',
and to raise the sum of one fourth of one per cent. on the valuation, to he expended on the roads.
The sense of the town on the revision of the state constitution
resulted, for th e first time since its settlement, in an affirmative
vote,-scventy-two in fa.vor of revision, and twenty-three in opposition.
1871-73. No busin0ss, other than that ordinarily arising at the
annual meetings, was transacted during the years 1871, 18T2, and
1873.
1874:.

Th e town voted $400 for the construction of a "lockup" at Fisherville.
An article in the warrant relative to the abolishing of the several school districts, and placing their control in the hands of a
town committee, was passed over.
THE TOWN HISTORY.

1875. The town voted a sum of $300 to be paiJ to Charles C.
Coffin, for the compilation of a history of the town.
The sum of $250 was voted t o the Fire Engine Co. at Fisherville.

1876. J
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CELEBH-ATIO~.

187G. A special meeting of th e town was called. Jnne 2G, to
bke action in regard to the celebration of the centennial anniversar.'r of American Independence.
Th e following resolution was ad.opted:
Resolver!, That the town of Boscawen will celebrate the centen nial
Fourth of .Tnl.v, 1876, :wd that the selectmen be authorized and instructt•Ll to appropriate ont of the treasury the sum of $3 1JO towards the
proper expenses of such celebration."

rl'he proceedings on the 4th of July were publish ed in pamphlet,
by S. G. X oyes, of Fishervi11e.
[From the History of the Centennial Celebmtion. J
"CELEB RATIO~ OF 4TH OF JULY, AT BOSCAWE~,

187G.

''The town, at a meeting of its legal voters~ having voted to celebrate
this centennial anniversary, anu appropriated money fur that purpose,
t he following officers and committee were appointed :
Pre.~ident-N.

Butler, Esq.
Yic e P,·e.~ idents-Calvin Gage, Nath. R. Greeley, E. S. Harris, Irn.
Sweatt, Jloses :l\Iorse, ALraham Hook, A. G. KimLall, Nath'l S. \Vebster, Lu ther Gage, Peter Coffin, \Vm. P. AbLott, H. P . Gill.
S ecretaries-l Ranc K. Gage, Charles E. Chadwick, C. M. Rolfe.
Committee of Arrangements-Isaac K. Gage, T. 0. \Vilson, Charles J.
Ellsworth , Charles \V. \Yebster, John E. Rines.
Colllmillee on Grounds-John C. Gage, \Valter E. Sweatt, Asa 11!.
Gage, .Joseph Chandler.
Committee on R~fresltments-Harley C. Gage, Geo. A. Morse, Charles
,Y. Weu;-;ter, L. W. Conch. D,Lvid Abbott.
Committee on National Salute-Hannibal Bonney, D. E. Jones, Chas.
Meagher.
Committee on Fireworks- \Yillic II. Bonney, N. U. Greeley, A. G.
Kimball, ,V. ll. Hanly.
Committee on Jfusic-Samuel G. Noyes, Henry T. Foote, T. 0. ·wilson, J ohn Taylor.
Committee on Oration-Isaac K. Gage, N. Butler, J. C. Gage, D. F.
Kimball.
3Iar.~lwls-T. 0. \Yilson, D. F. Kimball, E. G. \Vood, S. R 1\Iann.
Toast-.Ma ster-Rev. A. C. Hartly.
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At sunrise the bells were rung, and a nation al salute of thirteen guns
was fired: at noon the bells were again rung, and a salute of twenty-six
guns fired.
At 2 o'cl ock, exercises were held in the grove east of Penacook Academy. as follows :
Pray er by Rev. J. E. Burr; reading of th e Declaration of Independence by Rev. J. A. Freeman ; oration by Charles C. Coffin, Esq., of
Boston.
N ear the close of the oration (indication s of a shower appearing) the
audience repaired to Academy Hall. After the oration, ~en timents
were proposed by Rev. A. C. Hardy, Toa,;t-:\laster , and responded to
as foll ows :
'Th e Past, Present! and Future of our Government,' by X. Butler,
Esq.
'T he Day we Celebrate,' by E. G. \Vood , Esq.
'Th e l\lother Country,' by Rev. J. A. Freeman.
'The Old Folks at Home.' by Col. D. F. Kimball.
'Boscawen's Son, the town of\\'eb l' ter,' by J. C. P earson, Esq.
'Th e Orator of the D<ty,' hy C. C. Coffin, Esq.
The exercises were intersperiied with singing. accompanied by an organ and cornet. under the direction of S. G. Noyes.
Durin g the latter part of the afternoon and early e'·cning, sixty-one
guns were fired, making one hundred in all, and bells were rung at sunset.
At dark a large concourse of people assembled at Penacook Square,
to wi tness the grand display of fireworks that had been procured for
the occasion. The display was very fine. conside rin g the dampness of
the atmosphere, which affec ted tl1eir burning very much. Unfortunately, befo1·e they were all burned, the rain dispersed the crowd.
Notwithstanding the interruption by the rain dnring the oration, and
of th e fireworks in the e''ening, all who participatt'd in the celebration
enj oyed the exercises, aud will long remember the Centenuial of 1876."

[lSGO.

\VEBSTER.
~HE

act passed by the legislature of 1860, incorporating the
west of Bea\-cNlam as a separate town, was approved
by the governor July 4th, and became a law.

~section

ACT OF

IXCORPOI~ATIOX.

"A~ ACT TO DIVIDE THE TOW:\ OF BOSC.\WEX AXD COXSTITUTE THE

TOWX OF WEBSTER.

"fle it enacted by the Senate and llouse of Uepresentatives in General Cow·t
convened:
"SECTIOX 1. That all that part of the town of Boscawen lying westerly of the following descriced line, to wit,-beginning at the centre of
Beaver-dam brook, so-called, on the northerly bounLl:try line of said
town, aml rnnning thence southerly :dong the centre of said brook to
Couch pond, so-called; thence in a straight line across said pond to the
brook connecting the same with Great pond, so-called; the11ce along
the celltre of said last mentioned brook to said Great ponLl; thence
in a straight line across said Great pond to the brook running- therefrom at the southerly end thereof; thence along the centre of said brook
until it strikes the southerly side of the highway near Burbank's mills,
so-called, leading from Ephraim Plnmer's to Dodge's mills, so-called;
thence ea;;terly along the southerly siue of said highway, to a point in a
line with the westerly side line of the fifth range of the forty-five acre
lots in the fourth division, as originally laid out ; thence southerly to
and along said westerly side line of said fifth rauge, and in coutinuation of the same direction, to the southerly boundary line of said Boscawen. be. and the same hereby is, severed from said town, and made
a body politic and corporate, by the name of Webster.
"SEc. ~. All real and personal property, including all debts, claims,
and demands of any kind, now owned by and due to the town of Bos·
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cawen ; all school and other funds belonging to said town ; and the
proportion of the literary fund, which until a new apportionment of
state taxes shall b e payable to said towns, shall be divided between
them in the proportion of five dollars to Bosca·wen and three dollars
and fifty cents to
ebster ; and if said towns cannot agree upon the
division of any such property, George \Y. Nesmith of Franklin, .AsaP.
Cate of Northfield, and John Abbott of Concord, upon request of either
town, may make di\'ision of the same, or assign the same, or any part
thereof, to either of said towns, and may order the town to which
such property may be assigned to pay over such sums of mo11ey to the
other town as in their opinion is equitable~ according to the foregoing
propositions, and may fix the time of payment.
"SEc. 3. All taxes assessed siuce l\Iarch last upon the p olls and estate
of persons residing in said ·webster as hereby constituted , all non-resident taxes assessed since :March last in said town, shall be collected by
the collector to whom the same has beeu committed for that purpose,
and, after deducting therefrom the state and county taxes, shall be by
him paid over to said town of \Yebster in the same mann er in which he
is directed to pay the same to the town bf Boscawen before the division thereof; and the treasurer of \\~ ebster, when dnly chosen and
qualified , shalll1ave the same power to issue an extent again st such collector, for any neglect to comply with the provisions of this act, that he
would have if such collector had been chosen by said town of \Vebster.
''SEc. 4. All debts and liabilities heretofore incurred by sai(l town of
Boscawen, ancl all municipal expenses of said town since the first day of
.1\Iarch last shall be paid by the aforesaiLl towns in the same proportion
as hereinbefore prescribed for the divi sion of property.
"SEc. 5. All paupers now supported by, and in the a ctual receipt of
assistance from said Boscawen, shall be supported by the towns of Boscawen and 'Vebster each contributing in the same proportion as hereinbefore mentioned for the division of property, until such time as either
of said towns shall call for a tlivision of said paupers; and if said towns
do not agre e upon a division, the aforesaid Nesmith, Cate, and Abbott
shall, upon the request of either of said towns, determin e and assig n to
each of them its proportion of said p~np e rs, upon th e same basis, as
near as practicable, as that prescribed for a di \'ision of the town property, and determine which of said paupers shall be supported by each
of said towns.
"SEc. 6. In all assessments of state and county taxes until the legislature shall otherwise order, Boscawen, after this division thereof, shall
pay four dollars and twenty-two cents, and 'Vebster two dollars and
ninety-six cents; and the state and county treasurers shall issue their
respective warrants accordingly.

"r
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· "SEc. 7. Simeon B. Little, Jeremiah S. 'Vebber, and Jo~eph L.
Couch, or any two of them, may call the first meeting of said town of
"Webster, by posting up a warrant for that pnrpose as the law directs;
at which meeting eithe r of said persons may preside until a moderator
be chosen; and at such meeting all necessary town ofl1cers may be
chosen.
"SEc. 8. This act sh~ll take effect from and after its passage.
"Approved July -!, lSGO."
FJTIST TOWX-1\IEETJNG.

The first town-meeting wn8 hehl Ang. 11. Simeon D. Little
wns chosen modemtor and .Dnvill E. Burbnnk town-clerk The
high e::;t number of \·otes cast wns 204.
Nov. G, 1860. At the meeting for choice of electors for l)resident and Yice-President of the Unitell States, mensnres were
taken to form a settlement with the town of Boscawen.
Voted That the selectmen be authorized to settle the divi:>ion of property, and all other matters contemplated by the act of the legislature
constitutiug this town, with the town of Bo,cawen; Jl1"0L'irled, that snid
town of Boscawen shall mak e propofiitions for that pnrpo:o;e in their
judgment equitable and jnst, iu which case they be anth orized to make
conYeyance of real OI' other estate, as may be ueces:::ary for a final disposition of the matt er. In defanl ~ of Rnch equitable propo,.ition let the
settlement be 1nade as provided ]n said act as the final resort."

:March 12, 1861.
"Voted, To adopt the same method to repair highways as formerly in
the towu of Boscawen reserving one fourth of the tax for winter use."
"Voted, Not to reYise the constitution."

Twelve hundred dollars \Yns raised for town expenses.
''Voted, To refer the organization of the school districts affected by
the late division to the selectmen."

Jan. 13, 18G2. The citizens of \Y ebster mnnifest ed their patriotism in common with th e citizens of surrounding towns, by voting, nt n meeting held .ran. Hi, to support the families of those
sohliers \Yho hnd enlisted; aml the selectmen were authorized to
hire mon ey for that purpose.
l\Iarch 11. At the annual meeting, the town rai::;ed $ 1,~.WO for
current expens es.
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"Voted, To raise seven ty-five cents on a dollar of the reduced valuation for the r epair of highways the present year, one half of which shall
be re>:ervecl for winter u;;e."

A code of by~bws wa,s adopted, prohibiting ca,ttle a,nd sheep
from running at large.
PATIUOTISJH.

Although there were many citi zens in the town ·who felt that
the war was unn eces~a ry, and n1ight han been a,·oided, and who
·were opposed to the acts of the administration, yet they acquiescetl in what was done to suppress the rebelli on. A fe\Y only
allowed their political prejntlices to carry them far enough to
oppose in<.Iucements for enlistment.
Aug. 7. A meeting was held to see -n·hat action the to"\\n
woultl take to encourage enlistments.
'' Troterl, That the town pay one hundred dollars to each recruit wlto is
an inhabit:mt of this town, who will en li st before the eighteenth of the
present month for the term of three years, not to exceed th e quota required of this town, to be paid when mustered into the service."

Yeas, 50 ; nays, 13.
''Voted, That the selectmen be authorized to hire a snm not exceeding three thousand dollat·s, to meet the expense of paying the above
bounty to volunteers.''

Anoth er town-meeting was ca,lled Sept. 3.
"Yotetl, That the town pay to volnnteers for nine months in the army
of the l!nitecl States, one hundred dollars each, upon their being mustered into the Rervice of the Unit ed State.;;, and the selectmen are empowered to !tire mon ey sufficient to pay the same.:'

1SG3.

At a tO\Yn-meeting held 7th Jan.,-

'' Yoterl, That the selectm en be instl'llCtecl to pay th e families of all
volunteers who have left a wife, four dollars per month, and, on the
claimant ntaking a statement of her property and means of living, under oath if required, mme, if, in their jud gme nt, the circumstances of their
families require it; and all as [who] claim as other relatives shall make a
written statement, nnder oath, if reqnired, of their property and means
of livin g. and the selectmen shall decide whether th ey are entitled under the hw under which they claim.n
"Voted, That the selectmen be authorized to hire sucl1 snm of money

1863.]
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ns may be necessary for the support of families of volunteers, not to exceed five thonsaud dollars."
"Voted, That the selectmen procure men to fill the town' s quota on
the best terms tbey can, and pay from any money belonging to the
town not otherwise appropriated.~'
:Mar. 10. Twenty-fiye hundred dollars was voted for current
expenses.
Sept. I. In town-meeting,"fl esolt·ed, That the town of 'Vebster pay to its drafted men, and all
those that may be th·afted, or their snb::;titutes, the Rum of three hundred <lollars, in accordance with an act of the legislature passed. June
session, 1863, and approved. July 10, 186:3."
"Voted, That the selectmen be authorized to hire such sum of money
as may be necessary to pay the bounties of its drafted men, or their
substitutes, not to exceed the sum of five tholl'land dollars."

Nov.13.

"T.,.oted, That the selectmen be instructed to fill the town's qnotn ou
the best terms they can."
"Voted , That the selectmen be authorized. to hire a sum of money not
to exceed five thousand dollars."
1864.

:Mar. 8.

The town voted $1,000 for current expenses.

'"Voter!, That a bounty of three hundred dollar::; be paid to its veteran
volunteers, who have or may reenlist to the credit of the town, and
authorize the selectmen to raise money for the same.'~
June 10. A special town-meeting was called to take measures
to promote enlistments.

"rated, That the selectmen be instructed to procure nine volunteers,
to Lc credited to the town of \Vebster, and that they proceed forthwith
with tlle bnsiness."
'' Voterl, That the selectmen be authorized to hire a sum of money not
to exceed ten thousand dollars."
'Town-meeting was b elLl 8th N oY., for choosing five electors of
President and V ice-Presillent of U. S. A.
On the qu estion, " Is it expedient that a commission be called
to revis e the constitution?" the vote vms,-yeas, 100; n::tys, 55.
Of the foregoing votes for the proposition, ninety-five had the
following qu::tlification annexed:
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'' The convention to be limited in its action to making provision for
allowing qualified voters in the military and naval service of the country to exercise the right to vote while absent from the state."

Dec. 1-!.
"Voted, That the town will furnish a substitute for each enrolled man
who has or may furnish the selectmen the sum of two hundred dollars.
The number to be limited to a sufficient number to fill the quota of the
town under a future call for 500,000 men, and that the selectmen be
authorized to hire a sum of money sufficient for the purpose.''

The to·wn not only filled its quota, but at th e close of the war
had thirteen soldiers standing to its credit.

1SG5.

l\Iarch 14.

''Voted, To raise thirty-five hundred dollars to defray town charges
for the ensuing year."'
COUXTY ALl\IS-HOUSE.

The town Yoted that it was expedient for the county to purchase a farm and buihlings for a county alms-hons0. The farm
first occupied by Col. Henry Gerrish, on Fish street, "\Yas subseqnently purchased for that purpose. The town of \Yebs ter
there>fore neYer has established an alms-house.
li'ifteen dollars was Yotecl to the a Teachers' Institute," or
rather t o the conYentions held by the teachers of the common
schools, from time to time, by the teachers in the county.
l\Iarch 13, 18GG. At the annnal m0eting fifteen ballotings
were had for represenbtive without an election, and t he town
therefore was unrepresented during th e year.
T'Yo p er cent. on the Yalnation "\Yas Yotecl for current expenses,
the high est tax eyer assessed.
The selectmen were instrnctecl to use all necessary means to
secure the payment of a claim against the state for bounties advanced in 18G-!.
:March 12, 1SG7. The tax levy for 1SG6 haYing proYed more
than sufficient for cnrrent expenses, a leYy of only one and one
fourth per cent. of the Yalnation was needed for the year. :Notwithstanding the heavy burdens entailed by the war, the citizens
manifested their uetermination to allow no deterioration of their
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educational institutions by voting to raise one hundred and fifty
dolhtrs in a1ldition to the amount required by law.
l\Inrch 10, 1868. Voted to rais e one aml one half per cent. on
the polls nnd rntnble estntes to clefmy current expenses.
TA:XA1'IO:X OF U:XITED STATES llO:XDS.

Shoultl the bonds of the United States be b:x:ed? The question greatly agibted th e pnLlic. The loan of the United States,
authori zing the issue of bonds, exempted them from bxation,
and every man who hat! mon ey for investment became a bondholder. In consequence, n, large nmount of capital escaped taxation. The exemption was felt to Le a hardship on the poor,
and n, benefit to the rich.
The following question was presented to the town:
"To see if the town will petition Congress to levy a tax on all the
bonds of the United States, not exceeding one per cent. semi-annu ally,
and make the same a lien on the coupons and interest of said bonds,
and set the same apart as a sinking fund, to be applied in the purchase
of the debt of the United States in such manner as Congress may
direct."

·Th e proposition was rej ect ed. Yeas, 31; nays, 38.
l\iarch 9, 1869. Four thou~ancl fiye lmmlrecl tlollars was yotecl
for current expenses. It was voh'tl to fnnd the debt of the
town, aml the selectmen were authorized to issue bontls to that.
end.
November 9. A meeting was held to take action upon the
question of establishing a state police. Voted in the negative.
Yeas, 8; nays, 45.
l\iarch 14, 1870.
expenses.

Five tl1ousancl dollars was misecl for current

BURIAL-PLACE.

1871. Yoted to lay out a burying-place on the lot of land
now occupied by \Yilliam Clongh and others.
l\[arch 13, 1872.
rent expense.

Four thousand dollars was raised for cur-
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OF l\IILLS FROl\I TAX.A.TIOX.

A meeting was held 18 l\Iay, to see if _the town woyld adopt
an ad of the legislature exempting mi11s from taxation.
The following resolution was passed by yea and nay Yote.
Yeas, 33 ; nays, 1.
"fle.~olved, That the town of 'Vebster will exempt from taxation, for
five years, any sum of money between eight and twenty thousand dollars, the capital to be invested in mills and machinery, material or stock,
for the manufacture of fabrics of cotton or wool, or any other material;
and further, that the town will exempt. for a term of ten years, any
sums of money between twenty and one hundred thousand dollars.
Prot•iderl, that such exemption shall apply only when such sums of
money Rhall have been expended in mills and machinery, material or
stock."

1873. J\lar. 11. Fi,·e thousand dollars was voted for current
expenses and interest, and for the reduction of the debt. The
town thus resolutely set its face for the extinguishment of its
i ndehteclness.
1814. J\Iar. 10. Four thousand fiYe hnm1red dollars was yoted
for expenses and interest; and the selectmen ·were authorized, in
case that amount was not sufficient, to sell "so many of the state
bonds at par and intere:st as will meet the deficit.''
1876. J\Iar. 9. Voted to raise $2,000 for current expenses.
"Voted, That the selectmen be authorized to make such exchange of
its municipal war loan bonds for the unmatured bonds of the town, as
they think will be for the best interest of the town."

187G.

i.hr. 14.

Y oted to raise $2,GOO for current expenses.
HI STORY OF THE TOWN.

The 9th article of the warra,nt was as follows:
"To see what sum of money, if any, the town will raise towards publishing a history of Boscawen, including that of 'Vebstcr, up to 1860,
by C. C. Coffin."
''Voted, to pass over article !) in the warrant."

Th e town Yoted for a, revision of the constitntion.
nays, :33.

Ayes, 02;

·1877.]
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On the 16th of August, the !J!Jth anniversary of the battle of
Bennington was celebrated in the Congregational me etiug-house,
by exercises appropriate to the occasion.
Sherman Little, Esq., was president of the day. An oration
was delin~red by Charles C. Coffin, of Boston, follow ed by addresses Ly Rev. Arthur Little, of Fondulac, \Vis., Rev. E. Buxton,
and others, with musie by a select quartette, and an original song
by l\Iaj. Alfred Little.
Nov. 7. The state having voted a convention for the revision
of the constitution, the town elected as its delegate Rev. Edward
Buxton.
THE HISTORY AGAIN.

The 4th article in the warrant was "to see if the town will vote
to raise a sum of money to assist C. C. Coffin in publishing a history of the town of Boscawen;" and the town again voted to pass
over the article, thus declaring that in its corporate capacity it
would do nothing towards preserving its historical documents.
1877. l\far. 13. The sum of two thousand dollars was raised
for current expenses.
The following resolution was passed,-yeas, 36; nays, 32 :
''Resolved, That the act of the town passed 18th .May, 1877, exempting certain property belonging to the Blackwater Mill Co., so-called, be

rescinded.''
This closes the municipal records of the town of Webster. From
the incorporation of the town, in 1860, through a period of seventeen years, little but routine business has been transacted at the
meetings ·of the town.

15
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THE FIRST CHURCH.

,(~.NE of the conditions of the grant to the proprietors

of Con too-

~cook was, that one eighty-fourth part of the bnJ should be

set aside for a parsonage, and one adtlitional eighty-fourth for the
minister; and that a " learned and Orthodox minister" should be
settled within the space of four years. \Ve have seen in the civil
history how, above all other things, the proprietors cared for the
religions interests of the town. They were Congregationalists.
They believed that the church polity, which had its origin with
John Robinson, \Villiam Brewster, and the men of Scrooby and
Austerfiehl, in ohl England, which made every body of believe rs a
church, with power to regulate their own affairs independently of
bishop, priest, or pope, by a majority vote, was the polity most
conformable to that established by Christ and the apostles. It
was the polity of the churches of Massachusetts. The church
was the state. The town was under obligation to support the
preaching of the gospel. Any breach of that obligation,-any
refusal to provide for the support of the minister,-·would have
been a forfeiture of the charter. The minister had a claim upon
the town for his salary, and could invoke the aid of the law in
case of any delinquency on the part of the town. The first meeting-house in the state was erected at Dover, 1633; but so slow
was the advancement of civilization, that in 1G70 there were
only three settled ministers in th e state-at Dover, Hampton, and
Exeter. In 1700, there were but five churches.

Congregational Mee tin g- H o use, Boscawen.

1758.]

ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY.

:MINISTERS' O..ATIIS.

At that time miniRtrrs ,,·ere required to take the oath of allegiance to his l\Iajesty George II, an<l to swear that "from their
hearts they abhorred, detested, al>jured as impions and heretical,
that damnable doctrine, that princes, excommunicated or depri,•ed
by the Pope, or any ~wthority of the see of Rome, may be deposed
or murdered by their subjects or any whatsoever."
On the 28th of ,July, 1747, Ren•nteen Congregational ministers,
from the towns in the eastern part of the :-;tate, met at Exeter,
and formed \vhat they called "The General Convention of l\Iinisters in the Province of New Hampshire." The whole number of
ministers in the state was about thirty.
DAHTMOUTII COLLEGE.

In 1758 the minist<>rs united in a petition to Gov. Benning
\Ventworth for a charter ''for erecting an academy or college."
At that time Rev. Eleazer \Vheelock "·as attempting to l,ring the
Indians within the pale of ciYilization by giving them a Christian
education in a school which he ha<l established at Lebanon, Conn.
Among his pupils was the son of Sir \Vm. Johnson, a half-breed,
known in later years as "Bundle of Sticks," or Brant, who took
part in the massacre of \Vyoming. The ministers of New Hampshire heartily endorsed J\Ir. \Vheelock's philanthropic plan, and
invited him to remove his school to some locality in the state.
The l\Ierrimack and Connecticut ,·alleys were the most im·iting
sections. No document is in existence to verify the statement,
but it has come down by tradition, that the farm now owned by
J\Irs. Francis S. French, a half mile north of the "Hollow," was
selected as a desirable and suitable location. But l\fr. \Vheelock
had his own plans. He conceive~l the idea of establishing his
school on the basis of the universities of the ol<l \Yorld, making the
school independent of town jurisdiction, with power to make
its own laws. He selected the site now occupied by Dartmouth
college, and named the locality Dresden. The ministers of the
state gave him their support. They had the welfare of the people at he..'trt, and in 1770 resolved, in convention, "to take measures for supplying the back settlements with the gospel."
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PATlliOTISl\I OF 1\IlNISTERS.

During the revolution, they, with but one exception, ranged
themselves on the side of liberty. The exception was Rev. Ranna Cosset, of Claremont. 1\Ir. Cosset was not, however, regularly
settlell in the ministry. It is not known that his disloyalty to
liberty extended Leyond his refnsn.l to sign the Association Test.
Throughout the war the ministers, by precept and example, used
their influence to sustain the cause of the people.
THE PISCATAQUA ASSOCIATION.

The ministers, lluring the war, came to comprehend that in union
the1·e is strength.
Up to this period each pastor had cared for the interests of his own
charge; but with the advance of settlements they felt the necessity of concerted action for sustaining religions institutions, and
uniteJ in forming the Piscataqua Association,-the first ecclesiastical organization in the state.
The Haverhill Association, composed of ministers in 1\Iassachusetts and New Hampshire, was formed An g. 17, 177D. Those in
New Hampshire afterwards took the name of Derry Association.
The Northern Association on 1\Ierrimack river was formed in
1788, and included the ministers .from Goffstown to Thornton,
extending west to Hillsborough. The name was changed to the
Hopkinton Association in 1806.
The 1\ionaclnock Association was formed 17D.J:; the Orange,
1801 ; the Plymouth, 1806; the Hollis, 1808.
At a meeting of the "General Convention," at Hopkinton,
1807, a committee was appointed to corresp01ul with the different
associations, with a view of establishing a General Association.
THE GENERAL ASSOCIATION.

The correspondence resulted in the organization of what is
now known as "The General Association of New Hampshire."
The first meeting after its organization was held in Boscawen,
on the third Tuesday in September, 1809. In 185D the fiftieth
anniYersary was helJ. in Boscawen. The sermon on that occasion
was preached by Rev. Nathaniel Bouton, D. D., of Concord, who
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drew the following picture of the first meeting held for business
in the south front room of Dr. 'Vood's house.
"Abont two and a half miles we:>. t erly of the spot where we are now
convenE'cl Eta nds a hnm ble cl wPiling, over;;haded by a tllick foliage of
trees, and partially SE'cluded from the view of the passing traveller. It
was for many years the ho~pitablc man>~ion of the former pasto r of this
flock,-tl1e Rev. Samu el 'Voocl, D. n. Fifty years ago, at this hour of
the morning, th e re might be se«:>n in that hon :>.e, in the south-east room,
which was the stnd.v of the pnstor , a littl e compa ny of r eve re nd men,some in the maturity, o th ers in the prime of manhood, but all se rious,
earne;:t., devout, animated by one spirit, and ardent in th e pursuit of
one object.
"ln the chair, as mode rator, sat the venerable Elihn Thayer, D. D.,
pastor of th e chnrch in Kings ton, eminent for learning and piety, so und
in doctrine acconli11g to th e stanrlar<l of th e Pnritan fathf'rs and the
word of God. and held in high J'«:>pnt e hy all his brethren. At th e table,
with p e n in hand, Rat Rev .•John II. Church. pa,tor of the church in
Pelham, then in the vigor of life, of spare but manly form, of serions
and holy aspect, Id s con11tenance bPami11g with grace and wi sdo m . He
is commencing a book of records. fro111 which , for more than thirty consecntive years, his name is nev er to disappear, bnt which, unthought of
by him, is to tran.-;lllit his name to futu1· e generations. Sitting in thoughtful silence is the ltt·v. J e~:.;e Relllington. of the chnrch of Candia, colleague
delegatR with Dr. Thayer from the Deerfield A~sociation-souud in orthodox faith, and respected as a father in th e ministry. Rev. Samuel
1Vood ancl Rev. Thoma~ 'Vorce~ter, of Salisbnry, d«:>legntes from the
Hopkinton Association; Re\r. Joh11 Kell«:>y, of Hampstead; Rev.l\Ioses
Bradforrl, th e z(>alons and S11ccess ful pasto r of the cl1urch in Francestown; Rev. 'VilliH.m Rolfe, pa,., t or of the chmch in Groton, delegate
from the Plymo11th Asso~iatio11; and Rev. 'Villiam F. ltowland, of the
first chnrch in Exete r, a gent.leman of conrteons mann e rs. dig11ifiecl
presence, and eminent fur his reacly g ifts and hi s ability in prayer.
They were nine i11 llnmber, and tlds was the fir .-;t meeti ng after its organization of the General Association of New Hampshire."
TRACT

DJSTIUBUTIO~.

The pn hlic meetings drew together a great congregation from
Bosca\Yen and the surrounding townt:l. 'l'hey continnecl three
days. Everyhod.v kept open doors, and there was nnbouiHlecl
hospitality. The association thns formed, at its meeting in 1811,
held at Dunbarton, took active measures for the formation of the
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New Hampshire Bible Society; also measures which resulted in
the founding of the Kimball Union Academy at M eriden. A
plan was adopted to procure religions tracts for charitable distribution. R eY. Dr. Church was c:hairman of the committee, and
four thousand copies of a '·Child's :Memorial, or, The H appy Death
of Dinah Domlney," were distributed. The next year four thousand copies of Prof. Porter's sermon , on the drinking of anl ent
spirits, were distributed, also fou r thousand copi es of a tract, the
"Great Criminality of Sabbath-Breaking." This movement was
two and a half years in achance of the formation of the New
England Tract Society, formed 1814. It was the first movement
in that direction on thi s contin ent.
Thus we see that in Boscawen the first steps were taken which
led to the organized systematic Christian benevolence which
characterizes the present age.
In the CiYil History, we have seen the grad ual progr ess of dissent from the established order of things-the growth of th e
id ea that th ere should be a severance of chnrch and state-resulting in the request of Rev. Dr. \Vood that there should be a
di ssolution of his settlement, so far as the t own was concerned.
BOSCA WE~ RELHHO US SOCIETY.

The con tract between ReY. Samnel \Voocl and the to"·n was di ssolved J\Iay 7, 1802, hy mutual agreement, the town givin g him
annually one h alf of the interest o,f th e parsonage, so lon g as his
connection with the church might contin u e. It "·as furt h er agreed,
that any persons contributing to his su pport sh ould not be taxed
by the town for the support of any other preacher.
Under such eircumstances, the Bosca"·en Religwus Society ·was
organized under the following compact:
"\Ve whose names are hereto s nb~c rib e d bPiieving the Inl'titutions
of the Gospel ministry to be of Divine appointment, that it is our ltJdespensable duty as well as our greatest pri Yil t>ge to support it & being
desirous of baving the Rev. Samuel \Vood for our religions In structor
do hereby agree & promise jointly & severally to pay him or his agent
on the fir~t day of November 1803 one hnndre rl dollars & on th e first
day of l\lay 1804 the further sum of oue huudred d ollars as a
compensation to him fol' preaching one year from the first day of l\lay
1803 & we further promise to pay him a sum yearly in the month of Nov
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& :May not to exceed two hundred and fifty dollars & not less than two

hundred dollars, but the sum that shall be assessed to be paid to him
shall be agreed on by the Rev. Samuel \Vood & the Asscs::;ors that shall
be annually cl10~en having reganl to the state of the society & his circumstances while he continues a minister of the gospel among us."
Those signing this compnct were
Isaac Pearson,
George .Jackman,
H enry Gt>rrish,
Timothy Dix,
Daniel Peterson,
Joseph Gerrish,
Jeremiah l\lorrill,
Timothy Dix, jr.,
Dnniel Carter,
Jo::;eph H. ~lorrill,
Th omas Gilm ore,
Sonwrsby Pearson,
Isaac Challdler,
Nath'l Green,
El eazer Burbank,
John Chandler, jr.,
Job Abbott,

Simeon Atkin son,
James Uran,
Noah l\f orri ll,
Samuell\Iorrill,
David Bnrbauk,
Denison Dowers,
John ll sley,
Nathan Carter,
John Abbott,
Timothy Noyes,
'Vm. (~ill,
John Gill,
Joseph Atkinson, jr.,
Jeremiah Burpee,
Jeremiah Burpee, jr.,
Samuel Untn.

George J nckmnn wns elected clerk.
Th e officers for 1807 were Col. Joseph Gerrish, mod ern tor;
Somers by Penrson, clerk; Daniel \Vebster, Joseph H. l\Iorrill,
Jo el French, committee to settle with former nssessors.
Voted to apply for an act of incorporation, nnd elected Daniel
'V cbster agent.
ITEl\IS FitOM THE SOCIETY RECOIW S.

In 1808 Ezekiel 'Vebstcr officinted as clerk. In 1822 Daniel
Shepherd was chosen to k eep order in the galleries.
182-1.
1827.

Fifty dollars was raised to repair the belfry and steeple.

A stove was purchasetl, the r econls having the fo llowing item in th e proceedings of the r egular annunl m eeting of the
society.
" Voted to purchace at auction one cord hard pine wood 2 feet long
split for ~ tove to be cut in the spring which was struck off to Lieut
Nathan H. Holt at $1.50.''
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The meeting-house sh ingl ed.
:Mr. \Vood's salary was raised from $250 to $275.

1832. "Voted that the stove be repaired & the funnel be carried
through the roof.''

Up to this period the funne1 had been carried through one of
the windows. A sudden change of th e wind sometime::; sent the
smoke through the joints into the house, fi11ing it \Yith a. c1oncl
that m elted to tears those in the congregation who po!':l::>ibly maintain ed a sto1id indifference to the truths proclaimed from the pnlpit.
1833. Voted, That" the ringing of the bell, swecpin~ the meetinghouse, shoveling paths, furn ishing gooJ. dry hard wood for the ~tove,
fi res made in proper season & all to be done to the satisfaction of the
A sse:<sors or the sexton shoultl receive tJothing for it."
Voted, "that the .Asf:es:;;ors get some suitable person to make an alteration & remove the Deacon's seat & procure a table at the expense of
t he society."
Vuted, "that Doct Thomas Peach be permitted to repair his pew by
altering the part so as not to injure the house."

1834. Rev. Salmon Bennet having been settled as co1league
with Dr. \Yood, $325 was raised for his support, and $225 for
the support of Dr. \V ood.
Voted" the thanks of this society to :Mr. Russell Ambrose for ornamentittg the public grounds south of the meeting-house by setti ng out
trees."
1838. Voted '• to pay the expense for removing R ev. C. D. Tracy to
Boscawen."

D ea. Nehemiah Cog:;;we1l, Capt. Samne1 Chadwick, and David
Ambrose were appointed a committee to r eport at the next meeting in r egard to the alteration of the meeting-house.

1839. A committPe was appointed "to call upon those pewho1clers who have not signed to gin up th eir pews, and ascertain
if they are willing to unite in building a n ew house. " Jacob Gerrish, Jeremiah :1_\Jiorrill, and J obn Cogswell were appointed on the
committee.
Voted, " to pay for the use of the double bass-viol."
DR. WOOD'S LEGACY.

A lPgacy was left the society by Rev. Dr. \Y ood, consisting of
his farm and buildings, which " ·ere sold to :l\Ioody A. Kilburn,
upon the decease of l\Ir. \ Vood, for $1,900.
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THE l\IEETING-HOU SE.

The society voted to remodel the meeting-h ouse, and that " the
sills of the new house shall be one foot hi gher than the pre~ e nt
one, awl that the floor shall be hori zontal, and that the house, insidl', shall be like Franklin, exceptin g the pulpit, and the gallery
for singers shall be circnbr."
'l'he plan subsequently aclopte1l was a modifiration of the one
thus aeceptetl. At a meeti ng heltl April 2D, \Vorcester \Yebster
was appoin ted a committee to procure a new bell. Mr. Ben jamin
Morrill was authorized "to mise mon ey to procure an organ, if he
can."

18·10. The society ,·oted to invest tbc $ 1,900, r eceiYed from
Dr. \Yood' s legacy, in the " U pper Int erval e," so-call eLl.
l''or a pe1·io1l of forty y<'ars the town had u:;e1l th e ea~t meetinghouse every other year, for whieh the society had recei,·etl no remuu eration, hut much damftge by injury d01w to th e pe\YS. Hftving remodell ed th e hou se, ancl fu rnishetl it with cushi ons ftml carpet:-;, the soc iety diLl not feel Cftlle1l upon to open its doors to the
town fur its ftnmutl meetin gs. Th e town, fur two years, usetl the
acftclt'my, and two years in succession th e J\Ian:h meetings were
hel1l at the west end. 'l'o obtain accommotlations fur the town,
the society cons<:'nted to mise the meeting-house four feet, and to
gi vc the town th e priYilege of constructi ng a room beneath, which,
wh en not USl'd by th e town, should be under the control of the
society. 'l'he offer wns accepted by th e towu, nnd the house
rai se1l in 18-!8.
In 18GO, a number of the public-spirited citizen s of Boscawen
fini shed the basement, giYing it the name of " Merrim ack Hall."
THE FlltST CHURCH.

Th e first church, organized Oct. 8, 1740, wns established on the
"Camhrillge Platform." At that time Unitarianism, as a Llistinct
denomination, hncl not mad e its appearance. There were, howeYer, oppos ing forces in theology. The conflict was between the
"Old St.:bool" and the "New Lights." To which wing R ev. :Mr.
SteYcns belonged is wholly a matter of conjecture. [S ..:e Biog.
of Rev. :Jir. Stevens. J
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CHANGE OF POLITY.

The third minister of the Boscawen church ·was Rev. N athauiel
1\Ierrill.-born in N ewhnry, and a graduate of Han·ard college.
He was ordained Oct. 10, 17GS. Under ~fr. J.\Ierrill's pastorate,
the church joined the "Grafton Presbytery." The change was
made Jnne 27, 1'i"iS, under the following ,·ote:
"Voted, To adopt the PresbytPrian form of church order and discipline, and alf;o that it is the desire of the church to join in the Hevd
Grafton Presbytery."

The union of the church with the Presbytery \ras publicly declared by Rev. Eden Burroughs, a committee of the Presbytery.
THE GRAFTON PRESBYTERY.

This ecclesiastical body was composed of the ehnrchcs in Hano,·er Centre, Bath, Orford, Hartford, Yt., and in one or two other
towns west of Connecticut rinr. It was formed about 1170-1775.
l\Ir. Burroughs, who acted for the Presbytery, was pastor of the
church at Hanon·r Cl'ntre. The records of the organization are
supposed to have been consumed in the burning of his honse early
in the present century.
l\IR. 1\IERRILL'S iNFLUENCE.

That the Boscawen church changed its polity chiefly through
l\Ir. l\Ierrill's influence, eannot be doubted. He had been settled at
Hudson as early as 1737. ).Iany efforts were made to bring about
his dismission in that town; lmt a pastor settled by a town was not
easily gotton riel of, unless hy mutual consent. He uniformly declined to ask a dismission, aml the town of Hudson finally chose a
committee to "settle with :Jir. :Merrill and stand snit." [Sec New
Hampshire Churches. J :Mr. :\Ierrill, seeing that the town was in
earnest, consented to a dissolution of the contract. During his
pastorate there, the Hudson church became PresLyterian. R.eports of some irregularities had reached Boscawen, and a committee \YaS Sl•nt by the town to innstigate them, but no evidence
was elicited affecting hi::; moral or ministerial character. His connection with the Boscawen church, and his contract \Vith the
to·wn, terminated in April, 1774, after a pastorate of six years. It
appears from the records that he \YaS absent many Sabbaths,
which created much dissatisfaction.

1853.J

ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY.

235

RETUR.N TO CO.NGREGATIO.NALISl\I.

The Boscawen church nominally was Presbyterian till 1828,
when Dr. John Rogers wns appointell to see what its relations
were to the Presbytery. He conld find no such organization, and
the church passed a vote reiiclopting the congregational polity.
Hev. Samuel \Voocl, of Salem, graduate of Dartmouth, class of
177D [see Biog.J, was ordained Oct. 17, 1781.
In 1831, Od. 17, Dr. \Vood completed a half-centnry of ministerial labor, and noticed t he event with appropriate scn·ices. He
stated that he had recei\'ecl into the church, by profession, 480,of whom 100 had severed their relation, 11D had died, 30 hacl
been excommunicated, leaving a chu rch at that time of 238
m cm bcrs.

Soon after this the ·w ork of disintegration 1egan, through
emigration, steadily diminishing the num1er of members. He
remained pastor nntil his lleath, 1836. [See Biog. J
In December, 1832, Rev. Salmon Bennet was installed as junior pastor. By the terms of settlement, l\Ir. Bennet was to ha\'e a
salary of $300 and one fourth part of the time for service elsewhere, which, proving inadequate for his support, resulted in his
dismissal, Od. 25, 183G.
SETTLE1\1E.NT OF UEY. C. E.

TI~ACY.

The death of Rev. Dr. \Vood occurring soon after, the church
and soci ety extemlecl a nnanimous call to Rev. Caleb l3. Tracy, a
gracluate of \Villiams college, and of Andover Theological Seminary. He was installed Sept. 12, 1837. Large additions were
made to the church in 1842-3.
The organization of the c~hurch in Fisherville resulted, however,
in the transfer, about this time, of thirteen members to that body.
1\fr. Tracy remained pastor till 1851, when he was dismissed by
mntnal consent.
:Puring the year 1852, the church was nn<ler the charge of
Rey. Mr. Slocum.
REV. Al\IBROSE S::HITJI.

In 1853, June 15, Rev. · Ambrose Smith, graduate of Dartmouth college, was installed pastor, remaining till his death. [See
Biog.J

236

ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY.

[ 1853.

REV. l\I. L. SEVERANCE.

In September, 18G3, Rev. l\1. L. Severance, of Middlebury, Vt.,
gradu ate of l\1id!llebury college, student of theolo~y in Union and
Andover seminari es, accepted an invitation to the ministry, and
was in stalled pastor Feu. 1 I, 186-!. H e was di smi::;sed 1y mutnal
couneil, June 1, 1869.
\Yhil e pastor of the church, forty-three members were receind
-thirty-eight of them on profession of their faith-thirty baptisms admini::;tered, thirty-three marriages and sixty-eight funerals attended.
Rev. Frank Hal ey, Rev. Corl•in Curtiee, allfl Rev. Ambrose
Smith ·were employed as preaehers after the !li::;mi~::;al of Rev.
J\Ir. Se,·erance, 1Jnt were not sett led as pastor~.
Rev. J. A. Freeman was installed June 30, 1815, and dismissed
July 3, 1817. The church at present i::; without a pastor.
THE WESTERLY RELIGIOUS SOCIETY.

This society was formed in the spring of 180-!, by citizens
living in the centre aml at the west end of the town,-many of
those residing on \Vater street, for some cause, preferring to identify themselws with this society rath er than with the Boscawen
Religious Society. The nnmber thus nniting was ahont 70. A
church-the 2tl Congregationa]-"·as form ed, and Rev. Ebenezer
Price settleLl as pastor the same ~·ear.
The society was incorporated in1810, and its members attended
public worship in the \Vest meeting-house till the erection of the
honse on Corser hill, 1823. The causes that led to the construction of the house are narrated in connection with the Christian
Union Bociety below.
At a meeti11g held May 10, 1823, a huil(ling committee was
chosen, and $JOO raised towards procnring the frame of a new
meeting-house, to 1 e located on Corser hill, on land purchased
from R.ev. Ebenezer Price.
The committee consi::;tecl of Dea. Enoch Little, Capt. John
Farmer, Capt. Joseph Ames, Benj. • '_f. Kimball, Capt. .J. C.
Plummer, Capt. Abraham Burbank, Geo. T. Pilhlmry, Samuel
Pillsbury, Thomas Coffin, R.ice Corser, t.T ohn Danforth.
A committee was appointe(l to superintend the building of the

Congregational 1\Ieeting-House, Webst er.
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house, consisting of James Kilburn, Geo. T. Pillsbury, Geo. T.
Kilburn, Daniel Pillsbury.
The committee was instructed to employ those who woulJ be
likely to pun;hase pews; to obtain as mnch money a::: they could
by subscription; to hire money, if necessary; to sell the pe\vs at
auction ; reserving the exclusin jurisdiction of the house to the
\Yesterly Religions Society foreYer, "it l1eing understootl that the
house shall neYer be opened to preachers of any denomination
or persuasion '!·hatenr, differing in religious principles from the
society and church now about to builJ the house, unless invited
by the officiating minister or assessors of the society."
At a meeting held Nov. 10, ~imeon B. Little was added to the
directing committee.
A committee on dedication was appointed, consisting o:i Capt.
J. C. Plummer, Col. John Farmer, Rice Corser.
Jeremiah Gerrish was appointed a committee to invite the
:Martin Luther :l\Iusical Society "to do the singing at the dedication." He was also empowered to proYide a supper for the society. Mr. Henry Little was commissioned to trim the pulpit.
The house was constructed with great dispatch. None of the
timber for the frame was cut till the last week in :i\Iay, while the
frame was raised on the 3d and 4th of Jnly. The rna~ter carpenter was George T. Pillsbury. The joiner-work was tlone by \Villiam Abbot; the plast<:>ring, by l\Ioses Fellows; the underpinning,
by Ezekiel Evans, of \Yarner,-at a cost of $97.8G. The door-steps
were furnisheJ hy Benj. E. Quimby, of \Varner, for $JO.G7.
The house was dedicated Dec. 25, a large number of people
being present from adjoining towns.
I1'El\IS FROl\I THE ImCORDS.
"BOAP.D OF 1\IAXAGERS lX ACCOUXT WITH H. & l\I. FELLOWS.

182:3.

June 20, By Rum
July 2,

''

sugar at Is
!WD lemons at :3s a doz

3u 5± lbs

7! galls "\V I Rum
4~ "
N E Itnm
mug & tu1nblers
July D, 1 gall rum

$0.8!
0.:38
D.OO
8.71
8.62

2.37
0.17

OA6"
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The Yane upon the spi re was made by Joseph C. :Morse, which,
with the lightning-rod, cost $5.50. The sashes were made by
Daniel Pillsbury, 959 square lights, costing $43.15; the circular
sashes, $18.
The pews were appraised and soltl at auction. The highest
price paid was by 1\Ioses Gerrish, $110. The next in value was
that purchased by Thomas Coffin, $109. The lowest price paid
for a pew was S.J, in the gallery.
Th e society had assessed a tax of $500 upon its members, hut
the sale of the pews having heen sufficient to build the house, it
was Yoted, at the annual meeting, ~hr. 1st, 1824, to abate the
whole amount.
Th e soeiety voted at this meeting that the committee "get a
stove t'o put in, if, after adjusting all the bills, they have money
suffir~ i cnt for that purpose.~'
It is probable that the funds ran short, for no ston was purchased till 1832, and then under protest, some members of the
society objecting. To accommodate those who "·ere prejudiced
against sto,·es, the societ~·, in 1833, yoted "to dispense with fire
in th e stove the first Sabbath in each month through th e cold
season."
Th e one or t"·o individuals in \vh ose fayor this Yote was passed
imagined that they conld not breath e air heated by a stove; and
the congregation, wrapping themselves in oYercoats anJ shawls,
by means of foot-stoves, aml a Yigorom; thumping of their heels
and toes through the long-drawn sermon, did their best to keep
from freezing.
Th e pnlpit was constructed after the architecture of former
days, bnt was remodelled in 1844. 'l'he house has been several
times repainted, and was reshingle<l in 1853.
A deep-toned bell was purchased in 1823, but \Vhich was unfortunately craeked in 1839. It could be heard at a greater distance than any chur~h bell in the surrounding towns. Th e first
bell-ringer \\'as Daniel Corser. The present bell \\'as obtained in
1839.
SECOXD COXGREG.ATIOXAL CHUTICII.

The Second Congregational Church was formed Sept. 26th,
1804. Letters missiYe, by thos e desiring to be organizeu as a

·~.
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church, were sent to neighboring churches, and the council on
that day assembled at th e residence of lUr. Paul Dodge, in the
house now occupied by H enry Dotlge. The churches represented
wer<.',-Dunbarton, H.ev. \VaJter Harris; Hopkinton, Rev. 1\Ir.
Smith; f'ali sbnry, Rev. Thomas \Yorcester; Tamworth, Rev. ::\Ir.
Hicl<len; Henniker, Rev. 1\Ioses Sawyer; Canterbury, Rev. \Ym.
Patrick; Boscawen, First Church, Rev. Sn.mnel \Yood.
Th e public exercises were held in the meeti ng-hou se in the
afternoon. rl'he exercises were,-an introdnctory prayer by Rev.
l\Ir. Hidden ; sermon, Rev. l\Ir. Harris ; charge, Rev. nir. "\Vood
righ t hand of fellowship, Rev. Mr. \Vorcester; conc1uuing prayer,
Rev. l\Ir. Sawyer.
Rev . Ebenezer Price [see Biog. J was employed as preacher,
and a call exte nded to him to become pastor of the chur<.;h and
society. The installation occurred Sept. 2G, 1804.
In 1805, Benjamin Sweat and Eliphalet Kilburn were elected
deacons.
In 180G, the church voted to purchase a full set of sacramental
cups and flagons of the church in Hopkinton, and $8 was contributed for the pnrpose.
April :!3d, 1807, Fast day, a contribution was made for missionary pnrposes,-the first on record, and tlou btless the first in
tlw history of the church,-amounting to $14.20.
In 1811, Enoch Littl e was elected deacon, in place of Benjamin
Sweat, deceased.
1818. Sept. 20th. The church voted to accept of a pewter
platter for church use from 1\Irs. Elizabeth Fellows.
Rev. 1\Ir. Price remai11ecl pastor of the church till 18.37, when
he was dismissed at his own request. The church and society presented him with a gratuity of $8G5. His pastorate clos ed l\fay
10th. [See Biog.J
In December, the same year, Rev. Etlwanl Bnxton was installed
as pastor, with an annual salary of $4;)0. His connection as
pastor of the clmrch continued till 1875, when, at the age of 72, lw
resigned his charge, bnt, after a respite of a few months, resumed
his place in the pulpit as minist er, which he still retains.
Few churches can show such a record,-two pastorates extending from 1804 to 1875,-a period of seventy-on e years.
Since the organization of this church in 1804, four hundred
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have been added to the membership,-one hundred and sixty
males and two hundred and forty femal es. Of th ese, fifty-eight
have joined by letter. One hnmlred and ninety have been dismissed to other chnrches, thus showing the emigration from the
parish. One hundred a11cl ninety have been removecl by death,
and fourt een excluded fr om m embership,-one of the number having been reinstated. The present membership number5 eightytwo r esidents,-thirty-two males, fifty females,-·with thirty non·
residen t members.
During the pastorates of Revs. l\Ir. Price and Buxton, four
hundred and eighty-six: children have been baptized, while, of
those nniting " ·ith the church, one hundred and one have accepted
the ordinance of baptism.
Dec. 21, 1868, the church voted to change its name from the
Second Congregational Church in Boscawen, to the First Congregational Church in \Vebster.
THE

CHRISTIA~

UXIO~

SOCIETY.

The legislature of 18Hl passed a general law in regard to the
organization of religious societies, and under that law the Christian Union Society of Boscawen was formed, Aug. 16, 18~0, at
the house of Hezekiah Fello·ws. John Elliot, Jr., was chosen
chairman, and .T oseph Conch, secretary.
The motives for the organiza6on are set forth in the preamble
to the constitution.
''"\\?hereas Religion and morality grounded on Evangelical principles
lays the firmest foundation for happine.-,s here and hereafter and in order to inculcate and support this grand principle it becomes necessary
that men associate together and form themselves into societies for the
mutuall"upport and happiness of each other; and such is the lot of human
nature in this Imperfect state that it becomes Necessary for e>ery society
to form and adopt certain rules of government for the mutual happiness of the whole: Therefore with thPse views and Impressions '\Ye the
subscribers agree to form ourselves into a society under the above preamble.''

Fifty peTsons joined the society thus formed.
At a meeting helcl at the \Vest meeting-house, March 26th,
1821, Troted, "To pursue some L egal course nntil they obtain
their prh·il<:•ge in the \Yest meeting-house, and also their equal
share of the parsonage :Money."
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The town h nd ereded th e frame of the m eeting-house in 1792;
lwd sohl the pews, thus raising money for fini:-<hin g the house.
The pews were held mainly by those who b elongecl to the \\'"c•sterly Religious Society and the ~econcl Congregational Church
[ see p. 180], but those wh o had joined the Christian Union Sodet.r heli evetl that th ey were entitlL•(l to share in the nse of the
h ouse. The mem bers of the Ch i"is tian Union Society, \dlO were
p ew-owners, be1ieYed that. theirs was an e'1ui table alH1 Y::tlid
claim, whil e those who \v ere n ot pe\V-0\Yners, lm t who wrre citizens, belienrl that th eir claim was e'lnall,Y valid by virtue of t h eir
citizenship, and the town's propri etary right in the fmme.
Negotiations were harl between the two societies, ::nul it \\'::ts
agreed by th e committees that th e Christian U nion Society should
ha,·e the use of the house six Sundays in the year. The agreement, howe\·e r, was not, for some cause, ratified by eith er society.
The \Ves terly Religion::; Society offered to sell th eir share of the
hou se at 40 per cent. of the Y::tluat ion , amounting t o $:3,)2.~7 . T he
offer was accepted. but there was a di sagreement in regard to t he
n ote which the Christian Un ion SociPty proposet1 to gi,·e for the
amou nt, and no tmnsfer of the p ro perty was effectell.
The difference of opinion in rega.r<l to jurisdi cti on was canicd
into the courts. The Llec ision of the Superior Court \Y::ts, that the
town could not exerci~e sole jurisllietion over a town meetinghouse, when different societies or intlivitlnals owned pews therein.
Pending this decision, howeYer, the Christian Union Society
resolved to occupy th e meet in g-h on::;e, whi ch was done June 15t h
and 16th, in connection with a ::;ession of the Christian GciH•ml
Confe rence. There ·was a large coneour:;e of people from neighb orin g town s, and several eh1cr::: of repute, as prenchers in the denomination, were in attendance.
The Christian Union Society took ]'OSsession of the meetinghouse at an early hour on Smuby morning, an d Ehler Pet er
Youn g was occupying tho pulpit, when Rev. J\lr. P rice enterel1 the
house at th e usual hour for pu b1ic ser vice. Th e nssessor:; of the
\Yesterly Religious Society made a formal demand for tbe house.
There \Ya.S so me confusion, but no breach of the public ]W::tce.
The time had gone by for a co mpromise between the two societies,
and the \Vesterly R eligious Society resolYed to erect a rneeting-
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house for themselYes, thus leaving the Union Society in unclisturh ed and peaceable possession of the ohl house.
As in most religious controversies, prejudices ·were engendered,
which diecl out only when those who were participants in the
events of the time passed away. But tim e has worn down the
sharp antagonism of other days, and religious bodies, ·w hich were
antipodal in faith and practice at the beginning of the century,
now attend the same meeting, listen to the same preacher, and sit
at the same communion.
In 1844, the Christian Union Society voted to remodel the
meeting-house,-flooring over the galleries, removing the east and
west porches, and making a convenient chapel of the upper story,
the lower floor being reserved for a to'ivn-house. All of the slips,
-fifty-two in number,-with the exception of two, were sold.
The society took on a new lease of life, and was vigorous and
flourishing for several years; but emigration thinned its membership, and since 1869 no regular service has been held by the denomination.
THE CHRISTIAN BAPTIST CHUHCH.

This church was formed in 1808, consisting of five male and
seven female members. It was organized J nne 16th under the
following compact :
"This Church have agreed to lay aside all the party names by which
professors are called, with all such things as are called Creeds, CoYenants, Platforms, Articles of faith, with all the Commandments of men,
and to consider Christ their only 1\Iaster, and the New Testament their
only Rule, and to be known by the name given at Antioch which is
Christian.
''The following are the names of the Brethren and sisters who were
Baptised June 16th and being united in love, united in the above agreement and who stand ready to receive into their Company all who are
willing to unite with them in the glorious name of Christ:
David Sweatt,
.l\lartha Corser,
James Corser,
l\Ieela Couch,
Martha Gookin,
Peltiah Gookin,
Betsey Hobbs,
John P. Sweatt,
Joseph Couch, jr.,
Hannah Hobbs,
.1\Irs. Trumbull,
:Mrs. Corser.
"At the close of the year 1808 the church numbered twenty-five
members.,'
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It has not been possible to obtain the names of all those who
have held the office of elder. 'I'he list embraces the names of
Peter Yonug,
Davit] Harriman,
---Kimball,

Nehemiah Sleeper,
John Tilton,
l\Ioses Polly,

'Vm. Blaisdell,
Seth Ross,
l\loses Scribner,
:JI1)Ses P. Favor,
'Vm. S. 1\Iorrill,
Simeon Roby.

COXGREGA.TIOXA.L CIIU1Wll, FISHEUVILLE.

The Congregational Church in Fisherville was organized Nov.
G, 1800. R e''· 1\Ir. Knight and other ministers were employed as
preachers till 1857, when Rev . .Albert \Vm. Fiske was in stalled
pastor l\lny 20, and remained in that relation till Oct. 16, 18G3.
The second pastor, Rev. \Vm. It. Jewett, was installed Sept. 1G,
186:3, and dismissed Sept. 10, 187 4.
The third pastor, Rev. :JhrYin D. Bisbee, was insta11ed Sept. 10,
187 J , dismissed April 10, 1877.
BAPTIST CHURCH.

In 18-!0 several individuals, who held to the tenets of the Baptist denomination, started a series of religious meetings in the
various school districts. R ev. l\[r. Peacock, a revivalist preacher
of repute, was employed as preacher. 'I'he result of th e movement was an awakening on th e suhject of religion, r esulting in
the formation of a church and society, aml the erection of a church
edifice (see p. 20G). No stati::;tics have Leen preserved in regard
to the numbers uniting with th e church, which, after a brief existence, "·as merged into the stronger church of the denomination
in Fi::;herville.
l\IETHODIST CHURCH.

In 1839, some of the Tesidents of the wes t section of the town,
who had adopted the religi ous tenets of the :Methodist denomination, formed a society, and erected the present meeting-house in
\Vebster. Individuals not mem hers of th e society aided to some
extent; and, at the dedication of the edifice, R e,-. l\Ir. Price and
R eY. :Jir. Buxton took part in the exercises, thus manifesting
their good will towards the enterprise.
At that time there was a :Jieth olli::;t theological school at Con-
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cord m the old ~orth Church, and the ~tudent::; of the school
were relied upon to supply the pulpit. Th e church membership
increased; but the same causes that diminish ed the members hip of
the other churches operated to weaken this, which, together with
the removal of the Th eological Institute from Concnnl, ma(le it
impossible to sustain regular minist erial sernce. Only at intervals since 1860 has there been preaching.
SUXDAY-SCHOOLS.

In 1816 the first sunday-schools were established in Boscawen.
They were hehl in the various school districts during t he summer
month s,-in the school-house, or at private residences. The chilclren recited YC'rses from the Bible, standing in a cbs::; with their
toes to a crack, and making their " manner::; " as in the week-Jay
school.
The pnpils -n-ere those uncler fourteen years of age. An effort
was made to secnre a gen eral att en dance, h ut th e community did
not readily accept the idea. Some excellent Christian people v;·ere
opposed to haYing a school taught on Sunday. If not a desecration of the day, it was a departure from the ola 'Yays.
The number of ::;chobrs in 1824 in connection with the schools
at th e west end was ninety-seven, who recited 2~1,9.:;1 Yer::;es <luring
the six months ending October 24th. Xo schoob ·were held in t he
winter. It is narrated, that one scholar of retenti,·e memory tired
out the patience of hi s t each er, reciting chapter after chapter, and
was told that he might finish the recitation on the next Sumlay.
Th e first library at the 'IYest end was pun~hased by Enoch Little, Jr., costing $10. The books were passed from Ji ~t rict to district, anJ were soon worn out by constant handling.
Th e report for 1827 giYes 5 superintendents, 1.39 scholar~, 22
Sabbath ex ercises, 30,117 r erses recited in the schools at the west
end. Rev. 11Ir. Price had a Bible-class of 73 members. Schools
were also taught in the districts at the ea~t · enJ of the town.
I n 1831 the district system lias giren up, and the .schools organized into one, the sessions being held as now on Sunday noon
in the meeting-bouse, the "Union Questions" taking the place of
recitations from the Bible.
No statist ics have have heen preserved in 1·elation to the school
connected with the church on the Plain.

Methodist Meeting-House, \Vebster.
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MILITARY I-IISTORY.
~HE

milit::try history of Boscawen and \Yebster hegins with
the first "French ::md Indian war," in 1744, and is hronght
down to the close of the Rebellion, 1865,-a period of one hundred
aml bvent.y-one years. The military re>cord is one of which every
citizen. and e\'ery descendant of citizens, may justly he prouc1.
ln 174J, at the outbreak of th e French war, Richard Flood
served th e Pro\'incial government in some capacity, in the expedition to Canada. It is not known that he \Vl'nt as a soldi er. The
only recor<l of his service is a notice of his petition for aid from
th e goYermnent, in t he records of the Provincial committee, for
senrice r endered in the ex1w<lition to Canada.
rrlw same year Philip Call SC'lTed as a scout in Capt. Jeremiah
Clough's company, from ,Jan. 21 to l\Iarch 18, receiving £2 lOs.
Capt. Clongh livell in Canterbury, and was a leading citizen of
that town.
Capt::tin J olm Clough commanded a company in Penacook at
t h e same time, of which Nathaniel R.ix was a soldier.
In 17 4G, Captain J olm Goffe, of Beclfonl, commanded a company of sconts, in which ,Joseph Eastman, .Jr., Dea. Jesse Flanders, his brother, John F landers, Jr., and \Vm. Corser served as
privates thirty-seven days, luwing been called out b~r the attacks
of the Indians on Penacook am1 Contoocook, killing Thomas Cook,
aml capturing Cresar, Re\'. Mr. Sten:-ns's negro.
I_.Jater in the season Capt. Ladcl arriwd [ see CiYil 1-Iist., p. 43]
with a company, in which Philip Flanders, Joseph Eastman, and

~
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Ja,cob Flanders enlisted. In this company wa,s RoLert Rogers,
afterwa,rds the celel•rated ranger.
At the sa,me time Philip Call was doing duty in Capt. Clough's
company, being out one hunched a,nd fifty-four da,ys, recei,·ing

£8 13s. 3p.
In 17 47, Capt. Clough of Canterbury was ont from the 5th of
January to the 1~th of No,·eml•er. Philip Call nncl John )fauuel senred under him, receiYing £1G 10s. 10p., besides proYisions
and ammunition. Upon the return of this compa,ny, Capt. Ebenezer Eastman, of Coneorcl, began a, winter cnmpaign, being out
with his compnny frum No\·. 14:, 174:7, to :Mny ~lth, 17 J8. Rer.
Phineas Stevens served as a, priva,te. In a11 proLahility he
prenched on Sumhy to the soldiers in camp.
In 17 48, Ca,pt. Goffe was scouting the frontier with n compnny
in which \Villiam Corser sernd ns pri,·ate. At the same time,
Capt. :Moses Foster, of Suncook, was ranging the frontier with a
company, of which Rev. l\Ir. \Yhittemore, mini~ter of Pt•mbroh:e,
was lieutenant. Ezekil•l Flanders, ki1lecl in 175G nt :N" ewfound
lake by the Indians, sern~d in this company one month, from
June G to July 7 [Sec CiYil Hist.]
Peace hnving been mnde between Engbnd aml France, there
was no further need of military service till 175.J, when the Indinns
again began their deprNlntions, killing \Yllliam Stinson, nnd
taking John Stark ancl Eastma,n prisoners on Baker's riYer, cnptnring the J\feloon fnmily of Salisbury, nnd killing :1\frs. Philip
Call and Timothy Cook, in Stcvenstown. [See Cidl Hist.J
:Military service wns no longer confined to the :1\Ierrimack Ynlley ;-the theatre of war was transferred to the upper Hudson
aml the lakes. Col. Blanchartl commamled n regiment, in \Yhich
Benjamin Eastman, of Boscawen, enlisted under Capt. ~Tohn
Goffe, serving from April ~Jth to Oct. 23d.
One company was commanded by Capt. Thomas Tnsh, of Durham, in which J olm Corser enlisted. Ca. pt. Joseph Eastman
commanded another cumpany, in which \Vinthrop Carter, l\Ioses
:M:anuel, Samuel J\fanuel, Joseph Eastman, Andrew Bohannon,
\Villiam ,Jackman, ancl John :Fowler served.
Another regiment was commanded by Col. Nnthaniel Folsom.
Upon the muster-ron is the name of Nathaniel J\fcloon, sou of the
first settler of thnt nnme in Contoocook.
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In the Crown Point expedition, .Tolm Fowler, Joel J\IamH·l: and
Joseph Eastman scn·ed, under Captain John Goffe.
In 1758, Daniel Shepherd and Philip Flanders sened in Capt.
Ladcl's company, Col. Hart's regiment, sent to Crown Point.
Nathaniel Meloon selTecl in Capt. 'I'odd's company.
In ReY. Mr. Price's history, it is stated that Philip Fbll<lers
vms killed at Crown Point in 1756, which is manifestly an error,
his name appearing on the mnstcr-roll from April24 to N ovcmber
1, 1758, on ·whic.::h clay he probably was killed.
FROl\I

1760

TO

1775.

There is no record to show tho military organization in the
town from the close of the French war in 1760 to the beginning
of the Revolution in 1775. The law required all able-bodit•cl llH'n,
between sixteen and sixty, to be enrolled in the train hands. A
town containing thirty-hYo men liable to do mj]itary dnty could
haYe a military organization of it::; O\Yn. There being more than
that number of solcliers in the town, it had a "train hand.:'
The news of the battle of Lexington reached Bo,:,;cawen on the
20th of April, and the next morning Capt. Henry Gcrri::;h and
his soldiers wore on the march.
DIARY OF CAPT. HEXRY GERRISH.

'' Fryday 21 April 1775.
"Set out for Cam bridge with Lieut Cnll, Sargent Carter, E ~ q
Fowler, Edmund Chadwick, .John Flanders, John Stevens, Xathaniel
Burbank, Samuel Jackman, Davirl Flanderi', Charles GreenfielLl, Peter
Roswell Stevens, Israel Shepard, Isaac Daviil, Edwarrl GPrald, &
arrived at Cam bridge on Sunday & all tarried till Tnesday & then Esq
Fowler set out for home, on 'Vensday Lieut Call, 'Vinthrop Carter &
Nathaniel Atkinson set out for home [Nathani el Atkinson antl probably other soldiers had joined the company between Frirlay and
'Vednesday] & there joined onr company on 'Vensday morning 'Villiam Forrest, Timothy Foss, .Jeremiah Gibson, Aaron Sargeant, .John
Been, .John Rains, Abraham Fyfield, Joseph Loverin, Moses 'Velsh."

These last were probably citizens of Salisbury.
Some of the Boscawen soldiers, in common with those of other
town~, soon returned home, while others hastened to Cambridge
to fill their places. Those from Boscawen enlisted in Capt.
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Joshua Abbot's company, Col. Stark's regiment. Capt. Abbot
was a citizen of Concord, well known to the Bosca,Yen men. He
had serYed in the J.1.,rench war, and was a, brave and gallant officer.
Samuel Atkinson [see Biography] was elected lieutenant, and
Samuel Corser and Nathan DaYis corporals. They had all confiden ce in their colonel, John Stark, who had seen hard service in
the last war against the French and Indians.
The term of enli~tment was for eight months, beginning
April 23d. 'rhe regiment was qnarteretl at ::\INlfonl. On the
morning of J nne 17th, Col. Stark receivetl a tlespatch from Gen.
\Vard, on1ering him to sentl a battalion to the relief of Col. Prescott, who was throwing up the earthworks on Bunker hill, and
Lieut. Col. \Vyman was <1espatched with abont 200 men,-probably three companies of sixty-six men each. 'rhe detachment left
:Medford between nine and ten o'clock. At noon, another message
came, on1ering the remaind er of the regiment to march. It was
between twelYe aml one when Col. Stark started, am1 past bYo
when he reached the rail fence by the l\Iystic riYer, on the eastern
slope of Bunker hill, a position chosen by himself. His practised
eye and kno>Yledge of military tactics saw that the moYement of
the British commander "·ould be to gain the rear of the redoubt
by marching along the l\Iystic.
CoL Reed's regiment, from the south-western part of the state,
had arriYed in camp three days before. Tho popularity of Stark had
given him twelYe companies, but two of them had been transferred
to Reed. Both regiments were full, or nearly so, together nnm bering aLout one thousand. In addition, a company from Hollis
was sening in Prescott's J\Iassaclmsetts regiment [see Hist.
Hollis]. Other citizens of New Hamp~hire were in Massachusetts' serYice, making the total number from this state nearly
eleYen hunch·ed.
The aclYance of the British was against the mil fence. \Ye
may think of the citizens of Boscawen a~ stationed a few rotls
from the ~Iystic, behind the barricade of hay which they have
laid against the fence. Their commander orders them to reselTe their fire till the enemy are within eight rods. Then tl1ere
is a 1lash, a rattle, a roar: the soldiers of the king go down
in heaps. Con::;ternation seizes them, and they flee to their landing-place. A second ti~w their ranks are decimated. The third
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attack is against the r edoubt, ancl, with tlw failure of ammunition
on th e part of the Americans, the British gain an entrance.
The troops at the fence are the last to retreat. Only when the
day is lost do they retire, J ost>ph Couch and another soldier bringing off a, wonmled comrade.
IWLJ" OF HOXOR AT BU:NKER

HILL.

Th ose engaged in the battle of Bunker hill from Boscawen
were:
OFFICEP.S.

-Atkinson, Samuel, Lieut.
Call, .l\Ioses,

Corser, Samuel, Corp.
Nathan,

Da.vi~,
PP.IVATES.

Burbank, David
Bnrbank, Nathaniel
Burbank, Moses, jL·.
Bowley. John
Cbndwick, Edmund
Corser, William
Corser, Asa

Davis, Isanc
Danforth, Joshua
Eliot, .John
Flanders, .John
Flanders, Da\'id
Flanders, Jesse, Dea.

In Capt. Aaron Kinsman's company, John :Manu el, who was
killed ; in Capt. - - company, Joseph Conch, who was wounded
on th e retreat by a spent cannon ball.
Th e following receipt is in possession of Luke Corser, Esq. :
"Boscawen 1\Iay 2-:1: 1775
"Recie,·ed of David Corser of Boscawen a. Gun marked on the
Britch \V. C. B which Gnn I have Recieved for the use of the soliers
Now ill the County Sarvice who went from Boscawe n under the command of Capt Abbot in order to Defeml the country against th e Troops
under General Gage Now at Boston. Recieved by me
'' Samnt'l Atkinson."
" \V. C. B " umlonbtedly m enns \Villiam Corser, BoscnwPlL He
wns nn nncle of Dn,·id Corser, who gnve him 100 ncres of lnnd, on
Plensant st reet, for the gun.
EXPEDITIO N TO QUETIEC.

In SeptemLe r, volunteers were called for to join Arnold's expedition to Quebec up the Kennebec ri\·cr, an expedition a-ttended
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by terrible hardships, resulting in failure, th e capture of nearly
all of Arnold's command, and the death of Gen. :Montgomery.
Dea. Jesse Flanders, John Flanders, Jr., and Nicholas Davis
enlisted in Capt. Henry Dearborn's command, and were captured
in the attack upon Quebec. Th ey were k ept in irons a short
time, liberated on parole in August, 177G, and reached N e"· York
by sea September 2.5.
\Vhile in prison John Flanders kept a diary, which has been in
part prese1Ted. It contains a record of the weather from the first
week in Jan nary, 177G, to April 25, together ·with a few items of
interest, mostly written in cypher, the key to 'vhich has been discovered.
JOIIX FLAXDERS'S DIARY.

"JPllY 3d 1776
Cloudy & snowy in the morning & cleared off at Night we had 1
pint of water 1 pound of Boild Rice 1 pound of Brown Bread ~pound
Pork.
Jenuy 4 It snowed in the Morning blowy all Day we hatl ~ ounces of
Butter 9 onnces pork 1 pound of Brown Bread
Jan 5 we have very gooJ allowance salt maccaril with Butter
15 a Violent Coald Snow Storm
16 fair weather
17 Snowed all Day and the Night Before
18 cloudy & Look Likely for Snow & Cold
19 Cloudy & Somthing Cold
20 Snowed a littel the prisnors made to ascape & two was put in
irons
21 Somting Modrit But cloudy Last night six of the sogers made
thair acape five of the prisonrs that was Listed in thair Sarvies one that
Belongd to tham thay offered five Soos [sow:] to any Body that would
Return him.
March '27 clear and cold
28 raw cold but Plasant snn
29 clear and a warm sun."

The diary here begins in cypher.
"bon tat hist imew Eware desint omakeo uras Capeas w Ecouldg
oto ti.'.'

[Translation. J
"Bout at this time we ware designed to make our escape as we could
go to ti (Ticonderoga).

1776.]
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31 "tha yfound don tour desin cancl uw Ewar ethrat11e Lln st opu tn
si niron S t hay pn tal lth E Su gen stn. IHlc opril si uil·,,n-;. ''

[Translation. J
"Thay found out our desine aud we ware tln·atn Pd to put ns in
irous th Py put all the sargents and corprils in irons."
" ~\pril 1 the first day of A [April] I was put in irons wit h the rest
of my company anu many others."

Th e prisoners were released on parole, An gnst 1, were b ken
to New York by ship, and arriYed in Boscawen September 2t).
In D ecember, 1175, adtlitional soh1iers were called for, and Nicholn.s E lliot, :1\1oses Burbank, Bt•njamin \Vebster, aml Da,·itl Carter
se1Tet1 tlnring th e " ·inter in the siege of Boston.

171G. During the year soldi ers were called for, for the defence
of Ticontleroga from th e threatcne1l attack of Sir Guy Carl eton,
and twenty-three men enlistetl.
I)t~ ut.

Enoch Ge . rish,
Th omas Carter,
Daniel Carter,
J ohn .Jackman,
Jam es Gerald (<li eu),
J oseph P earson,
J ohn l\luzzy,
.John Flanders,
Fri end Little,
Thomas Beadle,
Joseph Atkin l'on,
Nathaniel A t kinson,

Joshua Danford,
Isaac Davi s,
Lt. Samuel Fowler,
Dea. ,Joseph II uit,
Col. H enry Gerri.;:; b,
Charl es Grec ufi t~ IJ,
John Hal e,
Samuel Jackmnn,
Phin ea8 St even" (died),
.Nathani el Burbank,
Joseph Couch.

NEW YORK CAl\IPAIGX.

Upon th e eYacnation of Long I sland by Gen. \V ashington the
militia were called ont in the eastern coloni es. Boscawen sent
eight soldiers.
Cnpt. Peter Kimball,
Lt. Benj:lmin Jackman,
Ens . Samuel Ames,
Bitfield Plummer,

l\Ioses l\Io rt·ill,
Dani el R ic hard;:;,
Samuel J ackman,
Cutting Noyes.

\YINTEit CAl\IP AIGX.

Boscawen furni sh ed three soldiers for th e winter campaign on
the Hudson-Li eut. \Vinthrop Carter, J olm U ran, Samuel Burbank.
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Col. Henry Gerrish was in the service of the state obtaining
supplies.
"Boscawen Febrn11ry 1, 1776.
Received of Henry Gerrish one Hundred & sixty six Blank ets, Fifty
seven tin Kittles & one Darrel of spirits which I promise to Deliver l\Iajr
Cavis of Rumney for Col Israel .Morey.
Elisha Bean."
'' R eced of Coli Henry Gerrish one Hunched anJ eighty one pounds,
fourteen shillings L m [lawful money] to pay Thirty Three l\Ien which
I am ordered to raise out of my Regiment to reinforce the army at New
York thei1· advance pay and Billetting, which men are to serve till the
first day of l\larch next unless sooner discharged.
December lOth 177G.
Thomas Stickney."

1777.
PHEPAHIXG FOR THE CAMPAIGN.

JIIay. At a, town-meeting 11elcl the bst ~fonchy in l\Iuy, Yotecl
"to mise sixty pon nels to pay the fonr men hired by said town to
se1Te in the continental army for the term of three years:'
A committee was appointed "to join the military offieer.s in
making draught:; of men us may be wanted from time to time for
th e Continental senice .. ,
Yoterl, That the selectmen "raise a tax so large that there be sixty
pounds left after th e proportional part of those who have done service
is abated.' '

The selectmen addressed a, letter to the Committee of Safety : ,,Boscawen l\Iay 17, 1777
Gentlemen
In consequence of Express orders, the Town of Bo~cawen is this Day
assembled & called on by th e Capt of said t own that each man be immediately a Qnipt aceording to law and as there is fonncl wanting a
Number of Fire Arms Amnmnition &c we have llllployed Capt Sam uel
Atkinson and .Jlr. Joseph Gerrish to procure the :>ame. \\'e Desire
your favor if tltare be any gnus in store to be purcha:;;ed that yon would
give Capt Atkinson your advice & assistance & also a quantity of lead.
J\Ir. Atkinson will be able to inform yon of the Number of a rms &
Quantity of lead wautcd to a Qnip said Town & yonr Favor herei n will
Greatly oblige your Humble Sarvents,

George Jackman } S 1 t
Cutting Noyes
e ec men
To the Committee of}
Safety at Exetel':'
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BENNINGTON C.Al\IP .AIG~.

Orders from Col. Thomas Stickn<'y, who Jiyed in ·Concord,
reach ec1 Capt. Kimlmll ,July 1, to he ready with his company to
march at a minute's warning to oppose Gen. J3urgoyne, who was
adYancin g from Canada to Lake Champlain. Capt. Kimball's
company marched July 4th.
C.\.PT. Kll\IB.ALL'S DI.AUY.

''July ht 1777 orders came from Col Stickney to me to mu,;ter and
Equip one Qnarter part of the Company to 111arch at a minits warning
and in con SL'r]nence of the same we met to git the men.
"Jnly -1 orders came to march 13 men Immediately to tie [Ticonder-

oga].
"satenlay we marcht to perrytown [Sutton] and Loged thare.
''Sund ay 6 we marcht to U11ity and Loged t.hare.
" :Jlonday 7 we marcht to No 4 ancl Loged thare & clra wcl :1: Day allowance.
'' tne>;day 8 we marcht to Cavendysh and Logcd thare.
"\Vend esy D we marcht to No.4 again
''thursday lOth we marcht to Unity and Loged
''fryclay 11 we marcht home."
\

The men engaged in this service wore,Col. Henry Gerrish,
Capt. Peter Kimball,
Capt. Peter Coffin,
Lieut. Enoch Gerrish,
Lieut. 1\loses Call,
Nathan Corser,
Samn el Clifford,
Dea. Jesse Flanders,
Eno:-; Flande rs,
Nathaniel Atkinson,
Simeon Atkinson,

George Jackman, Jr.,
John l\lorrill,
De a. Isaac Pearson,
Daniel Clark,
Daniel Shepherd,
John Manuel,
:Michael Sargent,
.James French.
Benjamin Sweatt,
.l\loscs Jackman.

Men were called for to go to Coi:is, aml s1x: men sen t as the
town"s quota.
Capt.. Samuel Atkinson,
Jeremiah Hidden,
l\ioses l\l orse,

" ' illiam Danford,
Jedidiah Danforth,
George Jackman.
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Th ese soldiers, and hundreds of oth<'rs from the adjoining towns,
turned about, after being out a few days, upon receipt of the news
that rriconcleroga had 1een evacuated. They " ·ere ordered to return h ome. The astounding news confronted Col. Gerrish's command at Cavendish.
Ticonderoga was evacuated on the night of the Gth of July,the day that the Boscawen troops were passing through Unity.
'l'he n ext morn ing, 1vhen they were on their way to Charlestown,
the British advance was falling upon Col. \Varn er at Hubbardton.
Th e Vermont Committee of Safety, sitting at l\Ianchester, sent
a post-rid er to New Hampshire.
"New Hampshire will be the frontier state if we are driven
out" they sai d.
The N. H. Assem11y had been in session at Exeter, but had
adjournPtl. rrhe Committee of Safety sitting there were prompt
to act. The letter from Y ermont "·as IHitten the 8th, and on the
17th of ,July the New Hampshire Assembly 1vas in session. \Yhat
was to be done? The militia wouhl turn out at a moment's notic<',-but who would pay them'? who com mand them? Then
came the patriotic speech of ,John Lrmgdon, offering all hi s cash,
all his siln:>r plate to be melted up, all his Tobago rum, three
hunch·ed hogsheads, to be sold. It set the Assem hly on fire,
kindlin g an ew their patriotic ardor. The militia was reorganized.
\Vhipplc of Portsmouth and John Stark of Amoskeag were appointed brigadiers. Orders were sent to Stark to take the field.
Stark was on his farm. He had clone well for his eountry, but
had 1cen superseded, and had r etired from the ·service, feeling
that h e had not been fairly dealt with; but he accepted the commission. His orders enabled him to act independently. He was to
defend th e frontier. :l\Iessengers carried his orders post haste to
his subordinates.
Capt. Peter Kimball was at work on his farm at Queen street.
He probal•ly received his onlers on the 22d, for his company was
on th e march on the 24th, the rendezvous being at Salisbury:
The 1wxt night they reachetl SaYille (Sunapee). The fourth
day they reached Charlestown. Gen. Stark was there, sending
forwanl supplies,-directing the troops, as they came in, to move
on to ~Ianchester, Vermont. He was fretting oyer the want of
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bullet moultls. He ha.d only one mould for the whole a.rmy, but
tha.t wa.s kept going night a.nd da.y.
A fnll compa-ny consisted of 60 men. Ca.pt. Kimball ma-rched
from Bosc:t\Yen with 22, but four others joined him, ma.king 26
from Bosca-wen. The Concord soldi ers, under Lieut. Richard
H erbert, joined him on the march. Th e company wa.s thus orga-nized:
Capt. P ete r Kimball,
Lieut. Richard Herbert,
En,-ign Andrew Pettengil,
Segt.•Jesse Ahbot,
Segt. Abner Flanders,
Segt. \Villiam Dttnforth,
Serg. Nathan Davis,
Corp. Hichard Flood,
Corp. David Burbank,
Corp. John Abbot,
Corp. Theodore Farnum,
:Fifer Elias Abbot,
Drummer Asa Corser,

Boscawen.
Concord.
Salisb ury.
Concord.

'·'

Boscawen.
Concord.
Boscawen.
Concord.

"

"

Boscawen.

PRIVATES.

Stephen Abbot,
Ezra Abbot,
lleujamin Ambrose,
Jonathan Ambrose,
Peter Blanchard,
IV ells Burbank,
Thomas Beedle,
Philbrick Bradley,
Jonathan Corser,
David Corser,
Daniel Carter,
Nathan Carter,
Abner Chase,
Simeon Danforth,
Elknah Danforth,
Timothy Danforth,
Henbcn Diamond,
Benjamin Elliot,
James French,
Jesse Flanders,

Concord

,,"
"

Boscawen.

,,

Concord.
Boscawen.

,,"
"

"

Concord.
Boscawen.
Concord.

"

Doscawen.

,,
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Ephraim Fisk, Jr.,
Israel Glines,
Solomon Gage,
David George.
Charlt>s Greenfield,
John Hutchins,
Samuel Hickson,
Abial Hall,
Jedidiah Hoit,
Timothy Jackman,
"William Jackman,
John .Jackman,
Timothy Johnson,
Beujarnin Little,
Friend Little,
- -Samuel .l\lorse,
Isaac Pearson,
John Peters,
Anthony Potter,
Phineas Stevens,
"W illiam Symonds,
Simon Trumbull,
Daniel Uran,
Gilman West,

[1777.
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Concord.

,,"

,,

Boscawen.
Concord.
Boscawen.

,,

"

Concord.
Boscawen.

,,

,,

Concord.

,,

Boscawen.
Concord. [57]

l\Lmchester, west of the Green J\iounhtins, ·was the remlez,·ous;
and the Boscawen troops reached that town on Thursday, July
31st. Col. Stickney arrived on the 3d of August, and Gen. Stark
on the Gth.
A brge number of t he people of western Vermont were loyal to
the Crown, and the property of Tories was liable to confiscation.
Gen. Stark acconlingly do::;patchetl Lt. Col. Emerson with a battalion to l~utlaml to obtain cattle and other supplies. Capt. Kimball's company formed a part of the battalion.
The expedition started on the 8th of Augnst, marched to Rutbud, secured two hogshealls of rum, a 11uantity of maple sugar,
and a herd of cattle.
Events were ripening. Burgoyne was at Stillwater, on the
Hudson, flushed with success, aml wanting only horses to enable
him to push on. He accordingly directed Col. Baum to move
across the state to Charlestown, go clown the Connecticut to Brat-
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tleborough, and return through Massachusetts, and join him at
Albany. His Tory friends informed him that the inhabitants
were loyal, and that on the appearance of the troops they would
declare their allegiance.
On the morning of the 12th, while the Boscawen troops were at
Rutland, fifty-five miles north of Bennington, the expedition of
Col. Baum started from Stillwater, and marched a short distance.
Burgoyne's whole foree was on the east bank of the Hudson.
Baum's command was composed of Hessians, British, Canadians,
Tories, and Indians, and numbered about 800 in all. He marched
on the 13th to Cambridge, sixteen miles from the Hudson. He
sent out a party, who captured fifteen Vermont men, who were taking supplies to Gates,-cattle, horses, and carts,-which he sent to
Burgoyne, with the information that eighteen hundred rebels
were at Bennington. This was an exaggeration, Stark's force at
that time being less than fifteen hundred.
Stark was ignorant of the adnmce of Baum. The ten men
who escaped reported seeing only Indians and Tories; and Stark,
on the 14th, sent Lieut. Col. Gregg towards Cambridge with two
hundred men, to stop the marauders.
On the morning of the 14th, the Bo$cawen troops were ten
miles north of 1\fanchester, fully thirty-five miles from Bennington, marching southward with their rum, sugar, and cattle. At
the same time Baum was breaking up his encampment at Qtmbridge, and moving on to Bennington. Gregg at the same time
was going with his two hundred men to Cambridge.
Baum reached Van Schaik's mill about 8 o'clock, and encountered Gregg. A few Yolleys were fired, and Gregg fell back, having first broken down the bridge across the \Valloomsic, "'hich
Baum was obliged to rebuild. He sent a despatch to Burgoyne:
"I "·ill proceed so far to-day as to fall on the enemy to-morrow
early."
Intelligence of what was going on reached Stark, who ach·anced
to support Gregg; but not finding a good place to make a stand,
he fell Lack to Bennington.
Baum selected a position on a hill, and went into camp, sending a messenger to Burgoyne for reinforcements, who detached
CoL Breymau with five hundred of his best troops and two pieces
of artillery, to aid him.
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On the evening of the 14th, while Baum is in camp, the Boscawen troops are at Manchester, twenty-five miles distant. The
remnant of Col. \Varner's Vermont regiment, which fonght nobly
at Hubbardton, is also at l\:Ianchester, though \Varner himself is
at Bennington. At this same moment, a few Berkshire militiaabout 150-under Symonds, accompanied by Rev. l\Ir. Allen of
Pittsfield, are on the march from \Villiamstown.
August 15. The rain pours in torrents, but the Boscawen men
are making the twenty-five miles between :Manchester and Bennington. \Ve may imagine them toiling along the forest l'Oad,
reaching Bennington at night, hungry, weary, drenched. Almost
at the same time the Berkshire troops arrive, and Parson Allen
hastens to Gen. Stark's tent.
"General," says the bluff preacher, "the people of Berkshire
have frequently been called upon to fight, but never have had a
chance; and we have resolved, if you will not let us fight now,
never to turn ont again."
"Do you want to go now, in the rain, at midnight? "
"No."
"\Vell, if the L01·d gives us sunshine once more, and I don't
give you fighting enough, I won't ask you to turn out again."
The morning of the 16th was calm and serene, the sky without
a cloud. The Boscawen soldiers dried thei1· clothes, and prepared
for the battle.
Stark, \Varne1·, and Ashley reconnoitre Baum's position.
Warner is a citizen of Bennington, and is familiar with eyery
locality.
Noon comes. Stark is a mile or more east of Baum's entrenchment, on the east side of the \Valloomsic river. He sends Stickney and Hobart with two hunched men to attack one hundred
Tories, entrenched on a hillock by the river to hold the bridge
which crosses the stream.
He sends Col. Herrick with three hundred men to the rear of
Banm, to attack from the west. Col. Nichols marches with three
hundred men to attack from the north. Stickney and Hobart
will attack from the south, and Stark himself from the east.
Three o'clock. Herrick has made a long march through the
woods, but has reached his position. Stickney, with the Boscawen, Concord, Loudon, Salisbury, Hopkinton, and Henniker
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troops, is emerging from the woods in front of the Tories. Each
man has a corn-husk in his hat, for the Tories, like themselves,
are in citizens' dress, and every man ·with a corn-husk in his hat
is a friend; all others are foes.
Beyond Stickney are the Plymouth, Bridgewater, and New
Chester men, under Hobart.
Then comes a rattle from Herrick's guns. Nichols takes it up.
The Boscawen men, emerging from the cornfield, confront the
Tories behind the breastwork by the bridge. Stark, with the
main body, comes ont into an open field. \Ve hear his laconic
speech : '' There are the red-coats.
They must be ours before
uight, or ~Iolly Stark sleeps a widow ! "
No need to repeat the household story-how the battle waxed
hot and fierce; how Stickney drove the Tories from their shelter;
how the patriots pressed on, undaunted by the roar of Baum's
cannon; how, at last, destitute of bayonets, they charged up the
hill, leaped over the breasbvorks, seized the cannon, overwhelming the Hessians, trampling them beneath their feet !
On what page of history can there be fonncl a counterpart to
their heroism?-farmers, knowing nothing of war, destitute of
bayonets, armed only with muskets and fowling-pieces, charging
the veteran troops of England and Germany in their entrenchments!
The troops disperse to collect plnncler. Only a handful of the
enemy have escaped. Baum is mortally wounded. The troops
are exulting over the victory. They are filling their canteens
with rum, from a cask which Stark has ordered up, \Yhen there is
a sudden change of scene. Breyman, with his five hnndred fresh
troop s and two pieces of cannon, appears, stnng to the quick
over the disaster. They open \Yith their cannon. Not a regiment nor a company of Stark's command is in line. But there
is quick rallying. 1\fen do not stop to find their companies, but
fall in where they are. The battle begins, fiercer than ever. The
Americans are driven; but at last \Varner's men, one lmmlreJ and
forty in number, appear npon the field. They are smarting over
their defeat at Hubbardton. Their coming turns the scale.
The British ranks waver, and finally break. A panic seizes the
soldiers, who flee, throwing away their guns and equipments.
The Americans follow them till night, and then return to gather
up the spoils.
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The British Joss is two hundred and seven killed and wounded,
seven hundred prisoners, seven hundred stand of arms, four cannon , and a great amount of plnnder,-in all, a loss of. ahout one
thousand men. The American loss was thirty killeJ. ::md forty
·w otmtled.
Historians, in these later years, recognize Bennington as the
tumin g-point of the American Revolution. Burgoyne's fate "·as
dE>cid ed there. \Vith the failure of his expedition came the alliance of the United States with France,-resulting in the imlepclll1 encc of the colonies.
So, on that historic field, twenty-six citizens of Boscawen aided
in securing to the world the right of man to self-government.
CAPT. PETER Kll\IBALL'S DIARY.

''July 2-J:th marcht to Salsbury with :22 men and Loged in order for
No.4 [C'harlestown].

'' fryday 25th we marcht to sevil and Loged thare.
'• Saturday 26th we marcht to l\Ir. Grout's at No 4 Loged thare.
"Sunday 27th we marcht to town [Charlestown] and Drawd 4 Days
allo wance.
''Monday 28 we marcht about 4 mile and Loged at Rockingham.
'' tnesdy 2!) we marcht to Kent and Loged thare.
""\Vendsdey 30 we marcht to Brumley & Loged at Capt Kelleys.
'• thnrs<ley :3t we marcht over the green monntains to manchester to
Ht·ad Quarters & Loged thare.
'' fry<lay angnst 1st we Drawd 2 days allowance. Nothing extraordinar.v hapened tllis Day.
'' ~aterdy ~the scouts beat in a Drove of cattle. A rainy Day.
'' ~11nday :3,) Col Stickney came into camp in the Rain.
'' :\fondey 4th nothing extraordinary hapened this Day. Abner Chace
join ed onr company.
'' tne:otly Gth sim Danford come in and joined us.
' \Vendstly Gth general Stark come in.
"thnr:-;dy 7 orders came for a scout to go to the crick [Otter Creek].
Lt Col [Emerson] 1 Capt [Kimball] 4 sub 83 officers [privates'?] enelud ed paraded at the generals at 7 o'clock evening. Dismist & ordered
to met-tat 7 oclock in the morning.
"frydy 8th marcht about 100 men for the crick. Col Emerson commandP rl. marcht 10 or 12 miles campt at Danbury.
'· Saterrly Oth marcht about 3 miles and Brakfast at a tory house then
ma rcht to Dedham & campt.
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'' Snndy lOth we marcht to Rutland took 2 hogsheads of ltulll &
marcht back to Dedham and Loged thare.
''monday 11th sent a party & found 2 barrels of rum & f' Ollle :- h 11 gnr
"tueslly. 12th we marcht to fbks and L oged. Alarm wa:;; tnadt> .
" \\r eudsdy 1;) we marcht ancl campd with the Drove and carg '·
"thut·:'dy 14th we marcht to ~lanchester
"frylly };) we marcht to Bennington
"Sat erday 16 we formed t.l1e Brigade & had a battle with the t>I IPll ty
in wh: ch I Receivecl a sl i tP woHlld.
'' S11ndy 17 I went & viewe1l t h e ground where the Battle wa s & r eturned to camp, and Laid in c;unp all Day.
'' l\l•n1dy lt; we Lay i11 the camp sent 011t scouts Berrie1l som e Ih,a d
"tnesllay lOth I went to town to see the sick & womtdeJ. HotP a
Letter to set11l home.
'' wen sday 20 we Lay in onr camp & I went & viewetl th e gr ut111 d
where the battle was.
"Thnrscly 21 we left th e Li11 ef' & marcht about 2 mile & Qu nr t~>te d
in a barn a t one abbots.
"fryd ay :22 we Lay in the barn. Nothing extraonlin ary hap elJe d
tLis Day.
"Sate rcl ey 2:3 I went to towr1 to see the sick and wouncle ll.
"Sunday 2!th I went to see the sick to town the afternoon WPllt to
meeting.
"mo111lay 25th I went to town to the Vandue of the plnnc1er.
"tll •'sday :W sarch was madt> for plumier in the company.
'' \\' en:-:day Ang 27 I went to Vaurlue.
"thnr;.:day 28 Nothing extraordinary hapened this clay.
" fryda y ~ 9 I went to Yandne.
"Sat erd:1y ;;o I went to see the ground where the battll' was with Lt
Centt- r & Dt· tlan<lers, & the soldiers COllie in from Boscawt>u [ another
compa uy tlta t ani,·ed after tlw battle].
" Stllld ay ;)1 major Head D ied about Sun Rise. Burried at Eveni11g.
" Se pt :\lu!lday 1st we bnilt a Booth to drink tody in.
"tue::;day 2 timot hy Johnso11 had a digcharge from the army
"wem:day, ;~d timothy Johnson went of home
'' thur.~day 4th I went to Va11due & bot a hatian [Hessian] gun for
49 shil li ng..;
'• frJdey 5 ordered to be rearly to march to B.anzelers mills, and I
went to town auJ saw the Baymen [Breym en prisoners] marclt fo r
mauchPslt'r.
" SatPrdPy 6 we marcht to st Coyce & Barrickt [harracked] t.hare.
'' Sunday 7th I weut to Head Quarters and Drank some whiskey at
Rauclyt· s :-ell er [Rensselaer's cellar].
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" l\I onrlay 8th nothing extraordinary hapened this Day.
"tu e~ dey 9th orders cam e to hold onrselves in Rediness to march to-

morrow morning by Sun Ri se for Still water.
"we nd,;dey lOth we marcht to Cam bridge and Loged
"thnr3clay 11 we marcht to Still water and campt the East Ride of
North H.iver Thare I saw N ehe miah Carlton
"fryclay 12 we marcht over the River and campt on the "\Ye,;t. si<le.
"saterdey 13 orders came to march and we swnng our packs and
marcht about 3 miles & joined the continental army & campt in the
wood.
''Sundy 14th I went through the Encampment to see my acqnaintance. thare I saw Nehemiah Carlton and in the afternoon ;'\lr. Hibbert
preacht a sermon.
"l\lon'dey 15th orders carne to parade the Regt & accordingly we was
paraded & Col Ashley told us that it was the D esire of G t> ul Gatt:'S that
we should stay one month Longer & he would give ten Dollar~ a man
& the men seemed Not inclin ed to stay on that consideration & at 11ight
General Stark came into camp.
"tuescley 1Gth Nothing e xtraordinary Hapened this Day.
'' 'Ve nd sday 17 we Lay in our camp
'' thnr sdy 18 I Left the camp & marcht to Benningtown & Loged at
1\lr Abbot's.
'' fryd ey 1!J. I went to town & gut the plunder money for thP company £ 1-13-7-0 which was in the Benningtown fight of my company
'' Saterdey 20th marcht to Shaftsbury & gut Brakfast from thence to
:Manchester & gut dinner then to th e mountains & Campt
"Sundey 21 marcht to Capt Ritty's gut Brakfast then to IGnt
[Ke nt?] at Dr aeons & Loged thare
"mondey 22d we marcht to No 4 & Loged at Col Hunt!'~.
" tuesdy 23d I marcht to Unity and Loged at Capt Huntoon's
" Wensdy 24 I marcht to Perrytown and Loged thare.
" Thursoy 25 I gut home.
"The plunder money at Bennington Divided to 2250 men.
''A R eturn of the killed & wounded General Starks Brigade in ye actions at Benningtown.
''Col Hubbert Regt 3 killed 7 wd
"Col Nichols Regt 9 killed 13 wcl
'' Col Stickney Regt 2 killed 18 wd
"total

14 killed 38 wd
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" ITEMS.

''Charlestown July 28 1777
"paid for clove water for the company
paid for brandy
Lieut Harbert paid for Bread
Capt paid for Bread

£ s. P·
0-10-6
0-0-0
0-1-0
0-1-0

'' Benningtown August 31
0-12-0

"Capt Webster Dr to
Paid to Daniel Uran.''

This was Capt. Ebenezer \Vebster of Salisbury, father of Daniel and Ezekiel.
"Paid for Sargt Abbot
Elk. Danford Dr
Asa Corser Dr
'Vm Jackman Dr
paid for Lieut Harbert
paid Ensign Bohannon Lieut. Harbert

£ s.
0-3-0-0
0-3-6
0-6-0
0-6-0
0-1-1
0-9-0

•' Benningtown-5 1777
"this Day settled our mess & find that our expenses at mr ALbot is
0-13-2, paid by Lieut Harbert.
" 11 Batches of Bread Baking 16s.-6 for the company 2s.-O to each
mess of the ---[regiment?]
for Baking 8-5-7-0
4 Bakings 0-6-0
" Sept 1777
''Lent to Elknh [Elkanah] Danford
Lent to Capt 'Vebster

12-6
£ s
0-1-0-0''

Although Boscawen had sent twenty-six men to Bennington,
although several of the citizens were in the Continental line, tl1ere
were others reaJy to leave at a moment's notice. The news of
the victory was soul-stirring. There is no eYideuce tl1at any
orders were receiYed for additional troops, only the general request for everybody to turn out. On the 24th of August, twelve
men started for Bennington, to join Capt. Kimball's company.
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Nathaniel Burbank,
llitfield Plumer,
Benjamin Atkinson,
Joseph Pearson,
John Flanders,
David Flanders,
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Joseph Flanders,
Ezekiel Flanders,
Jeremiah Eastman,
Jeremiah Hictden,
Nathan Cor>:er,
Capt. Peter Coffin.

Lieut. Col. Henry Gerrish was not in the battle. He raised a
battalion, which went into service a few tlays later nnder General
Stark
At a sale of plunder, held at Battenkill, October 18: 1777, Col.
Henry Gerrish was chosen clerk, and Capt. Sears, vendue master. Capt. Sears was undoubtedly Capt. Sears of Rennington.
"\Vherc the "plunder" was obtained is not quite clear. There
was a large amount of dry goods, watches, knives, and clothing.
The note-book of Col. Henry Gerrish is badly blurred. A few extracts arc given :
"At a vendue held at Bnttcnldll Octob 1Sth 1777 Ilt:>nry Gerrish
chosen Clerk Capt :i\loulton['!] to as:sist him Capt Sears Yeudne .Master: Capt Ford the Highest bidder
p
£3- 3- 3
1 gun
1 gun
3- 9
Job .Moulton one white horse
6- G- 0
8-1±-- 0
Col Henry Gerrish o11e watch
Capt Ford 1 watch
11-14-- 0
Capt Sear Sword
3-18- 0
Davitl Danford 1 coat
15- 0
John Coffin 1 set curtains
4-1a- o
Ensign l\Iorrill cam brick
~-11- 0
Enoch Coffin white Holland
2-11- 0
David Danford two towels and remnant of
Holland
1- 1-0
Joseph Tnles pair sheets
4-4-0
4-4-0
l\Iark Currier 19 ycts Lawn
Satmwl Hopkins InJian stockings
16- 0
Alex Bar checkd Linen
2-15- 0"
The sale of plunder amounted to £208 1s. 6cl.
FALL CAl\lP AIGN.

The town had fifteen soldiers in the fall campaign.

In a note
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in Col. H enry G errish's book, we find the number of soldiers
from adjoining towns in this campaign :
" Concord
Hopkinton
Bo~cawen

Hillsborough
Bow
"\Varner

32
22

15
7
6

4

86-6 ''
The annexed "6 " is explained b elow.
" Charlestown Oct 4 th 1777.
"John Church E .;;q
" Sr ple ase t o Dt'li\'er th e Bearer 22~ lb of Powder for SG men of my
• Regiment & six men of Col Even's llegiment
''Henry Gerrish Lt Col.''

It is quite probable that the plunder of the Battenki11 sale
came from the vicinity of Fort Edward, and was tak en by the
New Hampshire troops, who wer e in the rear of Burgoyne.
" Concord Nov 7, 1777
"Recieved of Henry Gerrish my share of Plunder money taken
above Fort Edward & also the shares of .John Evens, Stilson Eastman
Enoch Coffin, MoBes Abbot, Philip Abbot, Amos Abbot, & John
Farnum the whole being seventy four dollars & two thirds Reci eved by
me
" Joshua Abbott,
"Capt."
The rally to the defence of the country was wholly independent
of Congress. It was a state affair. Th e men who fought the
battle of Bennington ''"ere citizens, and they declin ed to put
themselves nuder Continental authority . Upon th e surrender
of Burgoyne they wish ed to leave for hom e. The letter of thanks
from Gen. Gates shows how highly the services rendered by them
were appreciated:
''Camp at Saratoga Oct 18 1777
" Sir, I desire you will acquaint the volunteers of New hampshire of
the High sense I have of their merit & service in the Defence of the
common cause & of the alacrity & spirit with which they have stept
forth at this critical and Important season to the Deliverance of their
country. They have now my Leave to return home with their Honor-
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abl e D is mi ssion conv in ced th ey will b e ready upon every Important Occasion t o join th e North ern Army.
'' I am sir your a ffection a te Humble Serva nt
" H oratio Gates
"Honble Brigad r Ge n 'Vhipple,
'· Copy
'' T o Col Gerri sh "
C ONTINEN TAL S OLDIERS.

Th ree regiments were raised by tho state at the beginning of
th e war for the Contin ental se rvice. 'rhe mu ster-rolls of Starkth e first- giYe the names of six citizens of Boscawen, 'vith th e
date of enlistment and di scharge :
' ' B atc helder W illiam Enli st ed 10 .Tan 1777, Di s 1 ,J a n 1780
"Bishop En os Enlist ed 1 Jan 1777 di ed 8 Au g 177 8. He was captureu by th e Indi a ns 15 A ug 17{).!, & tak en to Can ad a [ seep. 69].
"Evans E d ward Enli st ell 7 F eb 1777, Di scharged 1 D ec 1781
''Fla nders Phili p Enli st ed 1 J a n 1777, Discharged 1 Jan 1782
" H a lcomb i\I atth e w enlisted 1 Jan 1777, D esertecl 9 J uly 1777
'' Stevens Pete r R os well enli st ed 1 Jan 1777 Disc harged 1781."

These, with t he exception of Halcomb, t ook part in th e battle of
Still water, Se ptemLer 19, and of Saratoga, October 7. In t he first
b at tl l~, three No w Hampshire regiments, and Dearborn's battalion
of 200 New Hampshire troops, wore attached to Morgan's riflemen, and with t hem did all th o fighting from one o'clock till n early
fou r in t he afte rn oon, sustainin g th e brun t of the battle. T he G2d
British regiment of GOO men was nearly annihilate d by their
with ering fire.
!tH OD E I SLAND CAMPA IG N .

The call for troops during the year was for th o defence of Rhode
I sland. Below: a re tho nam es of th e soldiers who served in that
campaign :
FRO l\I THE SELE CTMEN'S BOOK S.

' ' Th e Me n Hereaf te r Named have R ecieved t he Savrill s ums set
again :;t each of t ha re N ames in Con sequ ence of th are goin g to Rhode
Island at th e R eqn es t of th e Committ ee of Safety.
£
p
En och Gerri sh
10- 0- 0
J oseph Ge rri sh
10- 0- 0
Daniel S hep ard
10- 0- 0
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Joseph Flanders
Moses Burbank
Thomas Gordon
Nathan Davis
John Flanders
Isaac Pearson
'Yells Bnrbank
Humplm·y ,Jackman
Samuel l\1orrill
Jedediah Iloit

[1798.
Jn_ 0- 0
10- 0- 0
10- 0 - 0
10- 0- 0
} II __ I - 0

10- 0- 0
10- 0- 0
10- 0- 0
] 10- 0
10-0-0

];30- 0 - 0"
" To the Treasurer of the state of New Hampshire,
" Sir please to alow \Vinthrop Carter Constable for BuscaWt·n the
above sum of one hnndred & thirty pound out of the State Tax for
Boscawen assessed to order of the committee of safety

George Jackman} ~Plectmen
Cutting Noyes
for Bo~cawen
"Boscawen St>pt 3, 1778 ''

The war having been h'ansferrecl to the Southern states, there
was no fnrth er call for the militia. Several citizens enlisted in
the Continental service, but their nan:ies are not known, except
those se1Ting in the 1st regiment.
In 1798, in consequence of the interference of French war ships
with American merchantmen, serious trouble was apprehended
between the Uuited States and France. Congress established a
provisional army of eighty tl10usand men, and appoint~d \Yashington lieutenant-general.
Nathaniel Green, Esq., was commissioned a captain, with Moses
Sweat, of Concord, first li eutenant, and Israel \Y. Kelley, of Concord, second lieutenant. Eight citizens of Boscawen enlisted:
Sergt. J oscph Flanders,
J\Ioses .T ackman,
Daniel Colby,
Benjamin Fisk,

Moses Corser,
Nathan Danforth,
Bernard Yonn g,
Joshua Sawyer.

The company assembled at Concord, having th eir quarters for
a few days at Osgood's tavern, and from thence march;d to Oxford,
Mass., the rendezvous for the New England troops. Negotiations
were entered into, and a war averted, and the soldier::; discharged.
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There n.re no rolls in the adjnbnt-general's office showing what
citizens enliBted in the service of the United States during the
war of 1812-13.
Col. Timothy Dix commanded a United States regiment on the
frontier, and tlied in the service [see Biography].
SeYer~] British ships of war made their appearance on the
coast, and it was supposed that Portsmonth would be attacked.
The militia was called out to defend it. There were two clrafts,one for three, and the second for two months.
Those serving under the first draft were,Eusign Richard Little,
J ohn Stone,
Mosel'; Call,
Enoch Burbank,
Samuel Burbank,
1-Ioses Cross,
Stephen Danforth,

.John Eastman,
Jacob Flanders,
Josiah Gale,
Nicholas Gookin,
Simeon Jackman,
Joseph Moses,
Daniel Shepard.

[14]

Under the second dmft for two months,Capt. Silas Call, who died in
service,
Eleazer Ililrbank,
.Jesse Sweat,
Benj. Severance,
Amos Rolf,
'Villiam Haines,
Guy C. Flanders,

Abel Eastman,
Samuel 'Vatson,
Ephraim Noyes,
James Noyes,
Theodore George,
Ebenezer Moody,
Amos Sawyer,
Samuel Jackman.

[15]

Of those enlisting m the regn1ar seiTice, the names of a few
only are known.
Benj :ttnin Jackman,
11Ioses Jackman,
Edmulld Day, killed,
B eujamin Fisk, died,

- - - Fisk, died,
Chellis E~stman, died,
George Littlefield, died,
Eliphalet Burpee, died.
THE l\IILITlA.

No reconls exist to tell us when the first military company was
organized in Boscawen. Through the Indian wars eYery man
was a soldier. It is known that a company existed in Boscawen
as earl,\' as 1769, anJ. that Peter Coffin was captain, his commission ha,Ting been granted by Benning \Ventworth.
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His successors in command were Capt. Samuel Atkinson, Col.
Henry Gerrish, Capt. Peter Kimball.
How long Capt. Kimball commanded, or "·ho succeeded him, is
not known.
In 1792 the militia of the state was reorganized. Each regiment was composed of two battalions, the regim ent being commanded lJy a lieutenant-colonel, and the battalions by majors.
The 2ht regiment was thns constituted:
•
Fir::;t ButtaUon. Boscawen, Salisbury, Andover, New London, K earsarge Gore (\Yilmot).
Second Battalion. Hopkinton, \Varner, Sutton, Fishersfield,
Bradford.
SECOND IXF.AXTRY.

A second infantry company "·as formed prior to 1794, including
those liable to military duty west of Beaver-dam brook The
officers were Benjamin Little, captain, Nathan Kilburn, lieutenant, Jeremiah Gerrish, ensign. Capt. Little continued in
commam1 prohably three years.
The military rations on a muster day for a portion of the regiment,-the battalion commandetl by .J\Iaj. Joseph Gerrish,-will
be seen from a bill fonnd among his papers :
"Maj Joseph Gerrish to Nathl Noyes Dr Oct 1517!)5
£
To 15 Gals 3 qts 6 Gils
I llum delivered the companies 5-11-7
To 3 Quarts ditto to Lt 'Vebster
5-3
To 3 Quarts Brandy ditto
7-lt
To 3~ D 111 Gingerbread
5-0

'y

£6-8-llt
(men) Gal Q gills

Capt
''
"
"
"
"

Chantller's Company
Petingales
Gale
"
Clement
"
Little
"
Scribner
Chandler the troop

SD-2-3-1
70-2-0-6
55-1-2-7
67-2-0-3
03-2-3-5
86-2-2-6
50-1-2-2
15-3-6

Errors excepted
Nathl Noyes "
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The 7th Infantry, commanJ.ed by Capt. Benj. Little, was so
numbered till the diYision of the regiment in 18~1, when it became the 6th company, but subsequently it was changed to the
2d Infantry of the regim ent as well as the 2d in the to,vn.
THE CAVALRY.

The 1st Cavalry of the ~1st regim ent was organized at an early
date. It is known to h::w e been in existence prior to 1787. It was
called "the troop." In the military organization of the state, it
was contemplated that there should be one company of cavalry
connected \Vith each regiment. The uniform consisted of white
pants, r ed coats with bell lmttons, a Llack leather cap ornamented with an eagle on a ·white shield, with chains and tassels, and a
red and Llack plume.
To Le a trooper sometimes r equired hard riding and hard drinking. All new members were "crowned" wh en admitted. From
the priYate papers of Joseph Couch, who was farrier to the troop,
and upon whom was laid the duty of "crowning " the new members, we o1tain an insight of the milita~ cus toms of the early
part of the century. The new soh1ier being hrought Lefore the
company, the master of ceremo nies made an address, first to the
officers, then to the solcliert>, followed by the giving of the right
hand of fellowship, the singing of a song, and the drinking of a
great deal of grog.
SONG.

Tune-Lady 'Vashington.
''Come, thou brave horseman! my hand I will give you,
And will help yon to join with the strong.
You're welcome here to dine,
As our company you'll join,
And we all will unite in the song.
':Hail, mighty trooper! submit to your captain
Ancl he'll lead yon, we trust, in the wayIn the way that yon should go,
As we trust that you do know,
Aud we all will unite in the main.
''Hark! hear the trumpet: yon, my brave soldiers,
While that you're clad in the red,

272

MILITARY HISTORY.

[1812.

The sword is at your side,
In mv hand you may confide,
·while the ,;ings of the eagle are spread.
" The soil that's enriched by the blood of brave men,
Shall ne'er be oppressed by the slave.
Then let traitors vaunt their pride,
In our captain we'll confide,
\Yhilc this red coat is honored as brave!"
TilE CHARGE.

"Brother soldiers: You look like hardy sons of freedom , in whom
our confiden ce may with safety repose. Then how unspeakably great
is your privilege, seeing the eyes of all who have suffered in the cause
of virtue have earnestly looked towards the privilege you may now enjoy, and have justly expected with you to receive the crown of liberty,
and with you to drink the water of freedom through our happy land!"
''Since a charge you demand, I can't say you nay,
But feeling quite snre I have little to say;
I mnst task my invention to bring it in rhyme,
\Vith all my endeavors to make it combine.
"To take a sprig of Fashion's part,
You Volunteers with all your heart ;
To every wit the gauntlet throw,
\Vho dares assail or give a blow;
And each one of this little gang
\Yill give a whack for every bang;
Rt>ceive a jeer for every gibe
That's aim'd against the trooping tribe.''
Chorus:
"Fill while we may,
For that's the right way;
The night will be on
"'hile we <lrink down the day."
THE ARTILLERY.

The Artillery company was the second volunteer company in the
regiment, organized about the year 1809, and was supplied by
the state with a four-pound field-piece. It was a vigorous company for many years, but its fortunes began to w·ane with the
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general decay of the military system, all(l "\Yas disbanded in 1840.
Nathaniel Thurston was its last commander.
LIGHT

IXFAXTR¥.

The Doscawen Light Infantry company "\Yas formed in 1811.
l\Ioses Gerrish, afterward colonel, was chosen captain, Abraham
BnrlJ:tnk, lieutenant, and .Tam es Giddings, en sign. A uniform
wat> nbtnint'<l the next year. It was the third in the regiment of
Yolnnteer companies. From that time to the abandonm ent of the
military system thronghont the state, it was known as an efficient,
energetic, and well-drilled company. Just before the downfall of
the s~·~te m, the company obtaine<l the rich and costly uniform of
the K{' W England Gnarc1s of Boston. Its bst appearance on the
muster-fiehl was one of its b es t,-at the Lriga<le muster at Hennik er. in 1850. ThP ranks were full, aml the soldiers umler a high
dt>gree of discipline, ·w ith an effirient commander, Capt. David E.
Burbank, son of the first lientenan t of the company, Capt. Abraham Dnruank, its first commander.
THE RIFLB COl\IPANY.

Although there were two Yolnnteer companies in town, besides
one third of the cavalry, the military spirit was high enough to
bring into existence a Yolnnteer rifle company, which was formed
in 1~30, with Fitz Henry Boyden as captain. The natural suppositi on would haYe been, that a young and energetic organization,
al1ly officered, ·would ha,·e onrshadowed the existing corps,-the
Light Infantry; but the men in the Light Infantry, instead of
yicltling their prestige, put forth new efforts,-and the two organizations, composed almost wholly of men residing in the western st~ct ion of the town, maintained their respectiYe positions, in
generous rivalrr, till the abandonment of the military system.
1\IUSTEltS.

l\Iilitary mnsters were great eYents m the olden times. The
military spirit was high. E,·ery alJle-bodi ed citizen, Letwecn the
ages of 18 and 45, "\Yas called upon to do military duty. l\Ieu are
martial Ly natnre. They Joye to march after
"The ear-piercing fife and spirit-stirring drum."

18
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Th ere was a healthful rivalry between the different Yohmteer
organizations,-each company desiring to app ear with full ranks,
and to show its superior efficiency in drill and discipline. Every
soldier of the Yolunteer companies looked fonntrd to musterday with unalloyed pleasure. The approaching ennt was for
weeks the theme of conversation. Everybody went to muster;the soldier, to perform his duty; his wife, to af1mire him; his children, to eat gingerbread and cam1y, to drink egg-nog, and explode
fire-crackers.
Th ere was little sleep th e night preceding muster-day. Each
soldier deemed it his privilege to salute hi s officers by firing beneath his windows, shattering the glass by his heavy charges.
The "salute" was acknowledged by an invitation to the soldier
and everybody else to step in and help themselves to rnm, gin,
whi skey, or brandy; and 2 if the officer was marri ed, to sit •1own to
baked Indian pm1ding and beans.
Th e day began with a caronse. By sunrise every road leading
toward the muster-field was s·warming with men,-soh1iers on foot,
on horseback, or in "\Yagons, with troops of boys, and pecldlers of
every description.
Th e volunteer companies took pride in being first on parade, to
display their marching before the regimental line was forme d.
Then began the drum-beat,-the long roll,-the formation of the
co~npany by the corporal, the reception of the officers, the command of the captain, "By sections, right -..vheel-march." Then
the fifes and clarinets and bugles began, and the soul-stirring
strains floated out on the morning air, and the soldiers, ·with full
stomachs and steady steps, moved across the fields, to the delight
of the admiring spectators. F or an hour or more each company
marched, countermarched, wheeled, in section, in battalion, filed
right and left., passed defiles and obstacles, changed front, and displayed itself to the best advantage.
Th en came the formation of the regim ental line, the inspection
and revi ew, and dismissal for dinner, when each man ate as he
never ate before. On this one day he gorged himself. Did he
not pay for his dinner? Then he was entitled to all he could eat.
Did the state furnish him with a dinner? Then he would hfwe
all he could get.
Through the forenoon he drinks several glasses of grog. He
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takes another gbss after dinner. In the afternoon comes the
sham-fight, when muskets blaze and cannon roar. The soldier's
legs are getting weary, anJ. he takes more grog to give him
strength.
\Vhile the sham battle is going on, there is a crowd upon the
field. Pedtllcrs are hawking their ·wares, showmen exhibiting
their two-headed calves, and pigs with eight feet. A sleight of
hand performer is pulling ribbons out of his mouth, or chewing
tow and spitti ng fire.
The sham battle is over. The regiment is in line once more,
the "rear rn.n k" has been called before the colonel n.IHl thanked
for the soldierly appearance of the troops, and the regiment is dismissed.
Each company moves awn.y,-some with broken ranks, some
with soldiers who are unsteady on their legs. The drummer gets
his rnb-a-clubs mixed, ancl does not quite know whether he is playing "common" or "compound " time, while the fifer gets "Yankee Doodle" confounded with "On the Ron.J. to Boston." Soldiers
are firing their last guns, hucksters disposing of their last sheets
of gingerbread, n.nd the bibulous crowd taking their last drinks of
grog. The sun goes clown through the murky cloud of the sham
battle, the cannon, with sulphurous lips, is limbered up and taken
away, and the fiehl gradually becomes deserted.
WAR OF THE ItEBELLIO:N.

The citizens of Bosca·wen and \Vebster were not behind their
fellow-citizens in manifesting their patriotism at the breaking out
of the Rebellion, aml from the beginning to the end maintained
their determination to preserve the country one and indivisible
forever. The quotas of hoth towns were kept full, and n.ll calls
' from the state promptly answeretl.
REGil\IEXTS.

1st. Col. l\I. \V. Tappan,
2J. Col. Gilman Marston,
3J. Col. E. Q. FellowR,
4th. Col. Thos. J. Whipple,
5th. Col. Ed ward E. Cross,
6th. Col. Nelson Converse,

3 months.
3 years.

"

,,
"

27G

[1863.

MILITARY HISTORY.

7th. Col. H. S. Putnam,
Sth. Col. Hawkes Fearing,
9th. Col. E. Q. Fellows,
lOth. Col. l\1. T. Donahue,
lith. Col. 1Valter Harriman,
1:2th. Col. Joseph II. Potter,
13th. Col. Aaron F. Stevens,
14th. Col. Robert 'Vilson,
15th. Col. J. 1V. Kiugman,
16th. Col. James Pike,
17th. Col. Henry 0. Kent,
1st Battalion Cavalry, D. B. Nell'lon,
lst Co. Heavy Artillery, C. II. Long,
2d Co. Heavy Artillery, J. l\1. Barton,
1st Light Battery, Geo. A. Gerrish,
Co. E, 1st Sharpshooters, A. B .•Jones,
Co. F, 2d Sharpshooters, H. l\I. Caldwell,
Co. G, 2d Sharpshooters, 1Ym. D. :McPherson,

3 years.

,,
,,
,,"

"
,,
9 months.

"

"
3 years.
,,
"

",,
,,
"

The 17th Regiment was consolidated with the 2d.
It has been a matter of no little difficulty to obtain an accurate
ancl authentic list of those ·who served during the four years, 'YliO
were citizens of the towns.
The list of soldiers fron1 Bosca·wen is given as per record in
possession of Isaac K. Gage, which varies materially from the report of the adjutant-general, published hy tl1e state. The list as
given below is the record by which the final settlement with the
state was mad e, and may be accepted as correct.
The records of the movements of the various regiments may be
found in the reports published by the state, and in possession of
the town clerk.
SOLDIERS FROl\I BOSCAWEN.

Regt.

Tiegt.

Ames, Fisher, Co. E,
7
3
Ayer, Henry H., Co. B,
Abbot, Daniel C., Co. E,
7
Atkinson, Edmund 1V., Co. E, 16
Bent, James 1V., Co. F,
Sharpshooters.
Brat-man, 1Vm. H., Co. H,
4
Boynton, Jonas T., Sharpshooters.

Brown, John H., Co. F,
9
Bidwell, Cyrus B., Co. E,
7
Bidwell, George F., Co. E,
7
Baker, Lt. Henry 1V., Co. E,
7
Ballard, Lt. 1\'m. \V., Co. B,
2
Brannan, Thos.
Navy
Chandler, Samuel, Co. E,
7
Clancy, John, Co. E,
7
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Regt.

Regt .

Clancy, Patrick, Co. K,
0
Chase, Alonzo, Co. I,
4
Chadwick, Edwin II .. Sharpshooters.
Coffin, George, Co. E,
Hi
Call, George, Co. H,
14
Chad,vick, Hale, Co. C,
17
Crane, Albert J.,
22d Mass.
Colby, ,John F.,
Cavalry.
2
Duffy, Nicholas, Co. G,
Danforth, Xathan C., Co. A,
5
Duckworth, \Villiam, Co. E,
7
Danforth, Horace II.,
Cavalry.
Danforth. Sylvanus E., Co. A,
5
Damon, George, Co. B.,
2
Day, George, 2d Heavy Artillery.
Day, " ' ilson, 2d Heavy Artillery.
Evam, Isaac C., Co. E,
7
Flanders, Curtis, Co. I,
10
Flanders, David A., Co. E,
10
Favor, Fred II.,
3
Flanders, Josiah II.,
Cavalry.
}'landt'rs David J.,
Navy.
Gage, Hiram, Co. B,
3
l\Iayher, John, Co. C,
7
l\Iitchell .•John,
3
:l\Iuzzey, John, Co. E,
2
Morse, Charles
:Morrill, Hiram J., Heavy Artillery.
Navy.
l\loulton, Charles,
Morse, Daniel,
Sharpshooters.
11IcEvely, Ilerbert, Co. H,
10
l\lorrison, Be11j.,
Sharpshooters.
Paige, Alonzo, Co. D,
11
Pearson, Henry,
Sharpshooters.
0
Pierce, \Villiam M., Co. K,
BOSCA WE~

8
Perry, \Vm. H.,
7
Pritcha rd, Dexter, Co. E,
7
Pierce, John, Co. E,
Pettengill, John H.,
Heavy Artillery.
Riley, Charles, Co. A,
5
Raymond, Liberty G., Co. E,
7
Reardon, l\Iichael, Co. G,
4
Reynold-;, Martin,
Navy.
ltaley, \Yalter S., Co. E,
3
She("han,Jeremiah, Co. C,
3
Shepard, Chas. P., Sharp~hooters.
Shepard, Peter R., Co. E,
16
Smart, Horace, Co. E,
1G
Stevens, Alexander S., Co. E,
7
Story, \Ym. H., Co. E,
2
Sweatt, Joseph S., Co. E,
2
Simond,;;,Calvin "r.,Sharpshooters.
Smith, Curtis,
1
Simonds, Joseph, Co. E,
7
Sewell, William,
Navy.
Spearman, .Franklin,
"
Spellman, ,John,
"
Thurston, Nathaniel,
Sharpshooters.
Tyler, ,James S.,
Sharp"hooters.
Thornton, Barnard, Co. A,
5
Tewksbury, Sumner P., Co. K, 3
Tewksbury, Samuel F., Co. G, 8
Thornton, .John C., Co. G,
8
Thnr,:ton, John P., Co. F,
4
ooley, Matthew, Co. E,
7
"' oolPy, Samuel, Co. A,
5
oodwarcl, Albert ll., Co. K,
4
\Vhitney, Charles S.,
Navy.

"r
"r

EXIWLLl\IE~T.

Ci tizens liable to do military duty April 30, 1865,
Total qnota under all calls,
Soldiers in service, volunteers, and substitutes,
Surplus,

140
71
8;j

14
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SOLDIERS FROl\I WEBSTER.

The record is from the papers in the town-clerk's office, and
from the reports of the adjutant-general,-neither of them giving
in full the company and regiments.
Regt.

Regt.

Burbank, Calvin l\1., Co. n,
2 Ladd, Joseph l\1.
Burbank. Lt. David E .• Co. E, 16 Lock, ·w arren F.
Burbank, Ezekiel ·w., Co E,
16 Littl e. Charles, Surgeon,
Navy.
Blanchard, Carter F., Co. E,
10 1\lacurdy, Capt. David A., Co.
Call, George,
14
H,
14
Corser, Hamilton P.,
H 1\Iacurdy, 1\latthew, Co. H,
14:
Corser, David S.,
14 Pnge. Tristram S., Co. E,
16
Couch, Calvin P.
Roby, Gardiner
Chase, George C., Co. E,
16 Roby, Geo. S.,
14
Cha~'>e, John B., Co. E,
}(j Sanders, Henry A.
Fisk, Charles ,Y.
Sweatt, Sumner J.
Fellows, George S.,
8 Sweatt, Blai!'dell, Co. H,
4
Flanders, Daniel F., Co. E,
16 Stone, Lt. Frederick P., Cavalry.
Gerrish. James L .• Co. E.,
1G Searles, Jt>fferson,
7
Heath. Charles N., Co. B,
2 Sanborn, .Tames 0.,
4
H Sanders, Joseph E., Co. C,
Jeffers, Edward F., Co. H,
Jack, Hiram A., Co. H,
16
Sharpshooters.
Jones, 'Villard ,V., Co. II,
16 Sargent, Lt. 1Valter II .. Co. II , 14
Jackman, Jesse l\I., Co. H,
16 Sargent, Isaac P., Co. E,
16
Kilburn, Daniel P., Co. C,
Sar~ e nt, John,
Heavy Artillery.
Sharpshooters. Story, 1Varren A., Co. E,
16
Kelley, Andrew J., Co. C,
Thompson. Hiram,
14
Sharpshooters Titcomb, Luther C., Co. E,
16
Kilburn. Lncien l\1., Co. E,
16 Thurber, .Joseph, Co. E,
16
Libbe, ,Y, H., Co. H,
14: 1Yhittier, John
Lib be. Frank,
Heavy Artillery. 1Yhittier, David J., Co. E,
16
Ladd, George ,Y., Co. II,
14
WEBSTER EXROLLl\IEXT.

Citizens liable to do military duty, April 3, 1865,
Total qnota nnder all calls,
Soldiers in service,
Surplus,

63
36
46
10

George S. Fellows is not credited to Boscawen. H e 'Yas a
former resident, 1m t enlisted from N ashna.
Rev. Arthur I.~ittle sen·ecl as chaplain of the 16th Verm.ont.
If the t erms of service and the casualties can be correctly obtained, they will be giYen at the end of the \Olume.

Boscawen Acad emy.
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~HE propri etors of Contoof'ook were ret}ttired to set aside one
. eighty-fourth part of the land in their grant for school purposes, though the re was no stipulation in reganl to establishing
schools. \Vh ether a public sch ool was estal)li sh ed prior to the incorporation of t he town is tlonbtfu l. The burdens of the proprietors were gn•at. They had to support a mini ster, fight th e Indians, mainhtin a garri so n, open roacls, buihl th eir houses, cut do\Yll
the forc•st, clear the land, an<l rt>ar their families. Although the
lmHl hacl been frl'ely granted, th e outlay far exc('ecletl the income.
J\Ially of the proprietors, weary of paying mon ey where there was
no prospPet of a return, allow etl th eir propri etary right s to he sold
for taxes, and it is not probable that they tax ed themselves as
proprietors to maintain public :-;chools. Th e records are sil en t in
reganl to an.v approlll'iation. Probably the instructi on rece ived
by the chihlren of th e first settlers was wh o1ly from their parents.
In 1 7G1, the year aft er th e incorporation of the town, thirty
pounds was a]'proprirttetl for a public school, and Rev. J\Ir. Varney, who ha(l l1e en supplying th e pnlpitJ was employed as t eacher.
ThL• sehool was lwpt two months,-proba.Lly in 1\Ir. Vamey's house
on King sh·eet.
Th e next teacher was R ev. Tiob ie :Morrill, who taught in 176G.
He hatl l1een dismissed as minister on the 0th of D ecembe r, that
year, and eng:tge tl at once in t eaching. [See Biog.J
In 1 7GS, t hl' name of Moses J\Ior.se appears npon the records.
Th e appropriation of money was sufficient to employ him three
months.
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The records convey no information in regard to schools from

1768 to 1777.
It is altogether probable that schools were taught; for a community so keenly aJiye to progress as that of Boscawen 'rould not
willingly depriYe themseln's of educational fa ci li t ies. '
In 1777, though nearly ail the able-bodied men were in the
army, and th e '\Vomen had to do a large share of the work in th e
fields, a school "·as taught by :Nathaniel A tkin son.
In 1118, N athaniei Atkinson amll\Ir. Henr,y were employetl as
teachers. The amount paid for schools shows a liberal appropriation, wh en the circumstances of th e tim e are taken into account.
In 1719, a school-mistress 'lms employetl,-the first in t own; but
the name of th e la<ly docs not appear upon the re cords.
In 1782, l\Iehitablc Hidden began seiTice as a teaeher. She
was a resilient of Boscawen, liYing on Fish street. Of her ::;ex, hers
is the first name on the reconl. It is not known that she taught
more than on e term. Possibly she conlcl not manage the roystering
youth s, who would be mor e int ent upon kicking each othc·rs' shins,
or pulling ont handfuls of hair, than in giYing attention to stmly.
It was not in th e nature of things that there shonltl l1e much
conning of books, for few of th e scholars were in possession of tex tbooks, or even a spelling-book. One reading-hook spn ·ed for a whole
class. Then arose a tencher,-Rc,·. Caleb Bingham, horn in Connecticut, 1757, a graduate of Dartmouth , 1782~ m11l estahlishc·<l a
school fo r young ladi es in Bosto n, 1785,-who fel t the m·ed of
school-hooks. H e set him self to work to proYide a series, and issued six in all, whil'h had a remarkabl e sale. Tho '·Young Lallies' Ar·ei<lence" p assed through twenty editions, and there " ·e1·e
issuetl not less than one humlretl thonsa11<l copies. Of the
"Child's Companion," about one hundred an tl <.·ighty thousnn ll
copies were sold; of th e '• AnH~rican Preceptor," six 1mndrt'd an<l
forty thon santl; of th e "Columbian Orator,'' about one l1untlred
and nin ety thousand; of th e "Yon thfnl Cate<·hi sm," one hundred thousand; of" ,Juvenil e Letters,'' twenty-fh·o thonsaml-in
nii, on e miiiion two hundred and fifty thousand. Pri or to the
publica.tion of th ese Yolumes there were no school-books worthy
th e name.
Not only 'Yerc books wanting, 1ut school-houses. Apartments
in priYate houses ·were used. There were no desks, and the seats
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"·ere pbnks, resting on blocks of \'\·oocl, ·without brtcks or other
support. The school-rooms often "·ere lighted by one windo'v
only. It required a firm hrtnd to dertl with sixty ur more sbl" ·art young men.
The wo11der is, thrtt rtny womrtn hatl the courage to attempt the
bsk. Quite likely the ~..:itizens di«l not consider ''school-marms"
rt ~ucces~, for no other female nrtme rtppertrs till 17D1, when 1\Iiss
Plwl•e Knight, a young b1ly who luul just nwve<l into town fro1i1
N ewlmry, taught the Sl'hool on Little hill. Tlmt she was a successful teacher is evide11t from the frtct thrtt she continued to teach
till her marrirtge to 1\rr. Nicholas l\Ioody.
From thrtt day to the present, femrtle teachers hrtve done their
fnii share in e«lucrtting the successive genemtions. During the
remaining yertrs of the century, th e "school dam es" Wt"re PheLe
Knight, L:nlia, Y a,rney, l\Iary Tlmrston, l\Iary Stickney, N rtbby
J rtckmrtD, Olive lhker, a,ml Sally Gerrish.
The e«lncators of rt community occupy rt responsiLle position.
They mold character; they do much towards making or ma,rring
the future man. They take chrtrge of the mind a,nd the heart at
their most plastic period. They a,re miml-bnil<ll'rs. They hold
the fntnre 'n'll-being of the community in their hands; and in a
history of rt to\\·n whieh lms mowd sterttlily up-ward to rt higher
pbne of ciYilizrttion they should hrtve honoml•le mention. It
hrts not been possible, however, to obbin more timn rt prtrtirtl list
of J)ames. Those teaching prior to ti1e year 1800 wert>,17G1. Rev. ]lfr. Yarney [see Civil Hi st.].
17G6. R eY. Hobie Morrill [see Biog. ].
1767. Rev. N rtthrtniei l\lerrill [see CiYil Hi st.].
17GR. l\Ioses l\Iorse.
1777. N atimni el Atkinson.
1778. J\f r. Henry.
Col. Joseph Gerri~h [see Gen.].
1779. A school-mi~tress.
1780. J\Ioses Burbrtnk.
J onrtthrtn Atkin~on.
1782. ]lfehiblJie Hidden.
Richard 1\Iorse.
1783. Jonrtthrtn Thurston.
J mnes Tillan.
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1784. Ephraim Wood, of Lebanon, on King st.
Josiah Burl•ank, on \Yater st.
\Villiam Fisk, Putney dist.
Jonathan Atkinson, on High st.
James Tillan.
1785. Ephraim \Yood, King st.
Josiah Burbank, \Vater st.
l\fast0r Bro·wn, on Corser hill.
J os<>ph \Y ood, Fish st.
\Yilliam Fisk
Tristram Sayers, Battle st.
1786. Nathaniel Knight, King st. ancl \Vater st.
J o:;iah Burbank, Battle st.
1787. ReY. Robie J\Iorrill, King st.
l\Iaster Graham, \Yater st.
l\faster Carpenter.
Nicholas Elliot.
Nathaniel Knight.
Ephraim \Vooll.
Som ersby Pearson.
Dani el Burbank
l\Iaster EYans.
The last nam0d was from \Varner, and was a :;trict di:;ciplinarian.
SCHOOL MONEY.

''Low er School Dist
F1 Rh st
\YatPr st
Col'Rl~ r Ilill
Pleasaut st
\Yest of Blackwater
Long Pond
High st

17Fl9. Josiah Burbank, Corser hill.
Eliphalet Little, Battle st.
Enoch Little, Corser hill [see Biog.].
Enorh Little, Putney.
Joseph Atkinson, \Vater st. [see Gen.].
17UO. l\Ios0s Kelley, King st., of Salisbury.

£20- 5-2
G-17-11
17- 1-11
1:2-15-10
5-ID- 8

5-14- 7
il-16- 4

7-1U- 4"
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Master \\,. ebher.
1791. lleY. Robie l\forrill.
Phehe Knight [sl>e Biog.J, Little hill.
Sally Pearson, of 13., High st.
Oli,·cr Davis, Corser hill, of \Varner. He was a fine bass singer, and sat at the "heal1" in the singers' seats. Aft er t eaching
n{any ~·cars, he opened a store in th e house now occU}>i ed by Geo.
Little.
1792. Hannah Jackman, King st.
Edmund Carleton, \Vater st. Born m Haverhill, 1\Iass., graduated Dartmouth, physician at Ha,·erhill, N. H. 1\Iarried Anna,
daughter Capt. Peter C. Guffin. School was taught in the northwest corner room of Capt. Coffin's house, \Vater st., now owned
by Mr. Colby.
Enoch Little, Little hill.
1\Ia.ry Thurston, Little hill.
Oli no-r Davis, Corser hill.
Hufu s Anderson, High st. He ·was father of R ev. Hufus Anderson, of Boston, for many years secretary of American Board of
Foreign l\fissions.
Lyllia Varney, High st.
Somersby Pearson, Fish st.
Silas Stickney.
Stephen Potter.
1\Ioses K elley, of Salislmry, Corser hill.
Phebe Knight, \Yhitc Plain.
(From selectmen's book.)
''Paid Saml Corser for use of school rooml6-l}''

The first appropriation for Dashan was made this year,-£2
lOs.
''Pa id Daniel Cass for the use of his house to keep school in-18
shilling».
"Paid .John Jackman for boarding School Daim South end Long
Pond 1-4-0 ''

'l'he Iutmes of Hannah .Jackman and Phebe Knight appear as
"school daims" the first ::tfter 1\Iehitable Hidden in 1782.
1703. Daniel Burbank, \\' hite Plain.
l\fnry Thurston, Little hill.
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Enoch Little, Little hill.
Oliver Davis, King st.
David Quimby, Fish st.
179-1. l\hry Sticlme.Y, Little Hill.
l\Ioses Coffin, Little Hill. He resided m the house now occupied by J abez Abbott.
Hannah Little [see Gen.].
School Dame Foster.
Daniel Burltank.
1795. Ezra Carter, Corser hill.
Lydia Varne~r.
Oliver Da·ds, High st.
David Quimby.
l\Iary Stickney.
Polly Varney, Little hill.
179G. Oliver Davis, High st.
N abhy ,Jackman, \Vater st.
l\Ioses Coffin.
Lydia Varney.
1797. Oliver Davis, King st.
Olive Baker.
David Quimb~r, \Yater st.
Nabby Jarkman, North Blackwater.
Anna Danforth, Ba::;han.
l\Ioses Thurston, Little hill. He taught many years, and was
known through life as "l\laster Thurston.~' He was a severe
disciplinarian. One of his instruments for maintaining <lisciplinc
was a leather ferule, composed of two pieces of hamm ered soleleather, ·with sheet lea(l stitched lt etween them. On one side he
pnnrhecl four holes, on the other five. He u::;ually asked a culprit
which he \roultl have,-four holes, or five. If the tremltling urchin
said fonr, l\Iaster Thurston usually gave this reply:
"For fear of making a mistake I will give yon ltoth."
Eaeh stroke left an array of blisters, the size of the holes, on the
aching palms.
He taught several years in \Y est Salisbury. It \\aS a turbulent
school, and it used to be jocosely said that the surrounding farms
never would have been cleared of alders if l\Iaster Thnrston had
not been employed as teacher.
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Such severity of punishment as was administered hy 1\Ioses
Thurston was a part of the system of the time. Nut every master
was so seYere, lmt the scholars were rude and turbulent, an<l a master who conld not wiel<l the ferule stood little chan ce of ::mccess.
1708. l\faster Evans, King st.
Oli>'er Davis, Corser hilL
Lytlia Varnry, \Yhite Plain.
Nab by Jackman, Little hilL
1700. David Story, Fish st.
:Master Howe, King st.
Rufns Anderson, High st.
)\[aster Hoyt, \Vater st.
J\Iaster Sawyer, Little hilL
Rev. J\loses Sawyer, of Salisbury, graduated Dartmouth college, settled in Henniker, and in Saugus, ~lass., died in Ipswich,
Mass.
Sally GL'rish, Little hilL
Thomas Shepard, Putney.
Lydia Varney, Corser hill.
D::wid Quimby, N. \Yater.
Philip ColLy, Corser hill.
THE

~EW

SCHOOL LAW.

Not till 1800 was there any general improvement in the schools
[see p. 160]. The appointment of a superintending committee,
the great interest taken in eJucation by Rev. 1\Ir. \Voocl, Rev.
J\h. Priee, Ezekiel \Vebster, Nathaniel Green, and others, gave
a new impetus to the cause of education. Select schoob were
taught by young gentlemen from Dartmouth college. The old
theory, that a mnn must lJe n master, gnve place to the new iclen
that he must be n teacher. Rewnrtls of merit were found to be
more potent thnn the ferule to stimulate the scholar. There wns
a mnrketl improvement tlm·ing the secoml and third decades of
the century. The schoob, the whole community, moved to a
higher plnne.
Under the new law the schools were pl::tced mlller the control
of a superintending committee, consisting of Rev. Samuel \Vood,
Rev. Ebenezer Price, aml the selectmen,-Stephen Gerrish, J oseph H. ~Iorrill, and Peletinh Peaslee.
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The committee voted to visit tl1e schools "the second Tuesday
after their commencement, and the Tuesday preceding their close,
and to this end public notice shall he given the Sabbath before
such visit."
In the estimation of that generation, education and religion
were closely allied. 1\Ien must be intelligent to be good citizens
and Christians.
"Yoted that three of the committee (there being five) shall attend
each visit, extraordinaries excepted. And should the case happen that
but two, or one, :;hall be able to attend, after such public notice, it
must be considered as the proper visit, and no new appointment can be
made.
"As no person can be permitted to engage in a school without certificates of his or her qualifications and good moral character, it is the
united opinion of this committee that while some reputable grammar
school master anJ minister of the Gospel, or Preceptor of an Academy,
&c., certify his or her qualifications in the various branches of literature, the selectmen are the proper body to certify the Jioral cltaracter
of the person; and we shall therefore govern ourselves accordingly."
The first visitation of the committee was made l\Iay 16, 1799,
to School District No. 6, Little hill.
'' 18 ~l9. l\Iay lG. No. 1.
''Tuesday, the committee according to public notice visited the
school district No. G Little Hill under the care of l\liss Mary Genish 32
children. Books, Spelling book, Preceptor, Geography, Grammar,
Bible & Catechism."
The catechism of the \Vestminster Assembly of Divines was as
much a text-book as grammar. It was found in the New England Primer.
'' l\lay 23<1 No 2
"Tuesday-visited the School in No 2 '''"ater street under the
care of l\irs Sally ::\Iartin, 35 children Books, Spelling book Preceptor,
Geography, 1 iu Grammar 1 writer. The bible not used & catechism
not yet it1troduced. This School nnder disadvantages.
"l\lay 30 No 7.
"Ttwsday A. l\1 visited School at "rhite Plain under the care of l\liss
Sally Pill sb ury, 25 children, Books, Spelling book, Testament & Catechism The scholars young, bnt ambitious & very observant of order.
"No 3
'' Same day A. l\1. visited School on Corser Hill under the care of
Miss Phebe Thurston, 50 children 35 girls. Books, Columbian Ora-
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tor, Ge ography, Testament Catechism, some writers, but none in grammar.
".l\lay 31
''Visited the School on King ::;treet under the care of l\Ii ss Eunice
:Morrill :37 chil1lren, 24 girls, Spelling book, Preceptor, Geog, Grammar. Bible catechism some writers.
'; J uue 5 No 5. Visited the School on Fish street und er the care of
l\Iiss Apphia Gerrish 13 children. Boob, Three in Geog, 011e in Grammar, Hest in Spelling, Catechism used but noue in the Bible. This
School is young & backward.
''No 4
'' Sam e day visited High street School under the care of nliss Betsey
'Vorcester :!G children. Books-Spelling 'V ebsters 3rl, Preceptor~
Geog'y, Dible, Catechism, 1 in grammar mostly young.
"Ju11e 13 No 9
" Yi:-dtccl Long Pond School under the care of l\Ii ss l\Iary Parker 37
children Books, Spelling B. one in
ebster's :Jd P & one in the Bible.
No Grammar, Geog y or Catechism-or writers. A pl easant number of schollars who have be(m under the disadvantages of poor in structors a miserable govt>rnment & waut of books.
''Sam e day P 1lf No 8
'' Visited Ba~han School, under the care of l\Iiss Abigail Allen 13
children Books, Spelling Ho. ·webster's 3 P & Catechism. Kone in
Grammar Geogy, or writing, the School well governed & the children
ambiti ous.
"This day the committee compleated the first course of visits. In
them they have endevored to ascertain the real state of each school at
its commencement; to make those observations & propo~e those excitements to the children, which would be most likely to prom ote their future improyement;-al so to counsel & advise the several In structresses
when neeJed to that government & mode of instruction which would
be most usefnl.
"'Vc found in the several schools 2GS children, as yet not accommodated with suitable school books; but generally well provided with
capable Instructresses & under that order & tuition which promises
much advantage to the children & great satisfaction to their Parents
& at once shews a very wise appropriation of property for the ed ucation of children under the sanction of law.
Ebenr Price
Scribe."

"r

These were summer schools, nttended only Ly the yo ungest
children. It will Le noticed that arithmetic is not mentioned
among the text-books. :Mental arithmetic was not introduced till
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about the year 1830. Its introduction produced great excitement. ::.\Iany of the parents opposed it, on the ground that it
would confuse the minds of the children, and "·onld lead to insanity! The geography in use "'yas that published by ReY. J edecliah
:Morse.
'I'he winter schools were attended b:v the boys, who in summer
were obliged to work on the farm. l\Inny of them were stalwart
young men. .A trne Yiew of the state of education at the time
may be obtaine<l by comparing the summer and n·inter terms.
WIXTER TERJ\IR.

"Dt'c -1 Xo 2
" Tuesday. Yisited \Yater street. .T acob San born }.laster children
43. 1 in abs, 14 in spcllingbook, 11 in Preceptor, Sin Geog, 12 writers, 3 in arithmetic & 0 in grammer. The Bible not introduced. Good
order in the School & the l\laster well recomended.
"Dec 5 Xo 0
'' Yisitecl Long Pond School, Charles Parker l\Iaster. Children 32.
\Yell provided with suitable books, 1 in letters 3 in~ syllables, 13 in
easy lessons D in Preceptor 6 in Geog, 2 parsed Grammar, 1 in arithmetic. The Master very modest. The School not quite reduced to
order.
"Dec 12 No 4
"Yisited Ili~h street James Chadwick master. Children 30. Some
deficiency in books, 1 in letters, ] in 2 sylables, 2 in plain reauing, 5 iu
3 sylables, S in Preceptor 1:3 in Geog, 1-1 writers, 1 in Arithmetic & 1
parsed English. The Master very easy in instruction & government.
"Same day .No 5
"Yisited Fi;;h street ::\liss Mary Eames Instructress. Children 16,
1 in A bs, 4 in two sylables, 2 in plain reading, 3 in Preceptor, G in
Geog, 1 in Grammar, G writers, & 1 in Aritl metic. None in the Bible.
The school not yet organized, the School l\Iistress capable.
"DE'c 10 No 1
"Yi::<ited King street School. 58 children, Enoch Corser Master.
The School not quite organized, 2-.!read in Geog well except 7, 19 in
Preceptor gener.ally backward. The aboYe 4:3 read Bible once a day, 4
in three sylables dull, 3 parsed correctly & 2 beginners, 2G writers
mostly good, & 5 in Arithmetic forward.
"Dec20 NoS
''Visited Ba;;han School: 20 children Dan1 Smith :Master. The
School not as yet formed to order, 10 writers very good, 2 in abs~ 1 in
monosylables, 2 in three sylables, 1 ditto better, 2 in 2 sylables & very
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well, 1 read the Hist of Indian ·wars acceptably, 2 in Preceptor new
Schollars & backward, 4 in English reader too fast, 4 in the Art of
Reading well-1 committing grammar & 2 parsed accurately, none in
Arithmetic. The Master's deportment good.
''Jan 15 No 3
''Visited School Corser Hill Gl children 20 girls 41 boys, Benjamin
Gookin Master.
1st Class 15 in Geog.
2d C
6 in Webster 3 P.
3d C
12 in Preceptor.
4th C
4 iu Testament.
5th C
11 in Spelling, 4 Syl. well.
()th C
9 in 4 sylables
1 in 2 sylables
2 in letters
20 writers, 10 in arith & 3 in Grammar. School well arranged &
governed.
"Feb l4th No 6
''Visited School Little Hill 52 Schol. 'Veil arranged in a new &
commodious School house under the care of Mr Smith
1 class 3 in 2 sylables
''
2 " 4 in 3
3 " 4 in Poetical lessons Spell B. well.
4
10 in Preceptor
5
4 in English Reader-well
6 '' 27 in Geog-some too fast, others slow.
17 parsed grammar.
33 Spelt in Dict'y, Girls better than boys
4 in Arithmetic.
26 in writing.
This School promises fair.
''Feb 9 No 10
"Visited this School under the care of :Mrs Sally l\Iartin 16 children
This School is backward, being quite a new District, but well arranged
& very ambitious."
SUl\Il\IARY.

"Your Committee are presented with a very pleasing prospect, in
the recommendmeut of the several Schools in town in the winter term.
There are two Instructresses and seven Instructors whose qualifications are very apparent in the order & arrangement of the schollars as
well as in the variety of studies introduced.
'' In those schools where books were very deficient now a good
supply of new & suitable books are introduced.

19

290

ED U CATIONAL HIST ORY.

[1829.

'' 'V

e observe a change of schollars, many young men & women in
the place of Smaller ones who cann ot attend. In this course of visits
we have room to believe the winter ter m will be satisfactory to the districts & greatly t o th e advantage of scholl ars both great & small."
The reports of the superinten ding committee from year to year
show a marked progress. Arithmetic becomes a fundamental
study. J.\forse's Geography, instead of being a reading-book, is
used as a separate study. The "English Reader" takes the place
of the American Preceptor. The Catechism disappears. The
English Reader, Thomson's Seasons, Young's Night Thoughts,
and Paradise Lost, become " parsing books."
During the second and third decad es of the present century,
"select" schools were kept on Corser hill, Little hill, and the
Plain. Students from Dartmouth college were usually employed.
Thus gradually the plane of education advanced.
BOSCAWEN ACADEl\IY.

The need of permanent educational facilities of a higher grade
was keenly felt, and measures were taken to establish an academy. The smn of $1,136 was subscribed for the erection of a
suitable building. Joseph Chadwick gave the land upon which
the building was erected, conveying it to the following named
gentlemen, who had consented to act as trustees : Rev. Samuel
\V ood, Rev. Ebenezer Price, John Greenough, Henry Gerrish,
Isaac Gerrish, Thomas Coffin, Hezekiab Fellows, Simeon B. Little,
John Farmer;
March 29, 1827. At a meeting of the trustees, it was voted to
apply to the legislature for an act of incorporation. Academy
building was erected during the year. Rev. Dr. vVood, beside
making a generous donation, gave the shingles covering it,shaved by his own hands.
The bell was the gift of Daniel \Vebster. Ezekiel \Vebster
gave liberally to aid in the construction of the building, which
was erected by Capt. \Villiam Abbot.
The school went into operation the last \Vednesclay in April,
1828, ·M iss Sarah Crocker, preceptress, whose compensation was
$3.50 per week.
Feb. 11, 1829. The trustees voted that the committee proffer
an instructor $150, and the tuition of the male department. The
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committee made a contract with l\Ir. Jarvis Gregg as Principal
for four years on the above terms, the tuition being fixed at $3 a
quarter,-he providing fuel and his own board.
ltcY. l\Ir. \Yood, ltev. l\Ir. Price, and Ezekiel \Vebster, Esq.,
were chosen a committee to fix upon the solid branches of learning.
Oct. 28, Yoted, that the approbation of the trustees be given
to l\Iiss Crocker, at the close of the public examination, and that
it be conYeyed to her in writing.
Miss Crocker taught a female department in the spring of 1828.
The male department was opened by l\Ir. Gregg in either the summer or fall term,-there being two terms during the year. The
number of pupils during the term was eighty-six.
Jan. 19, 1829. The trustees voted unanimously, "that the
thanks of the Board be presented to the Hon. Daniel \V ebster for
his very generous donation of a suitable bell for our acaJemy, and
that the President communicate the same in the manner he slu~ll
deem the most respectful."
In 1830, l\Ir. Gregg was released from his contract, anJ was
succeeded by ~Ir. Charles KittreJge.
LIST OF INSTHUCTORS.

1828. l\[iss Sarah Crocker.
1829. Jarvis Gregg.
1830-32. C11arles Kittredge, Miss Sarah Crocker.
1833. l\Iiss Parker.
183-!. Miss Axtell.
1835. l\Ir. Breed BatchelJer.
183G. l\Ir. Breed Batchelder, l\Iiss Sarah Foster.
1837. l\Iiss Gray.
1838. l\Ir. Nathan Ballard.
1840. Joseph L. Lord.
1841. - - - Spaulding.
185G. Jonathan Tenney.
The trustees, in 185G, voted to loan the building to Mr. Tenney
for a term of twenty years, the lessee having the right to make
such alterations in the building as he might deem necessary. Extensive alterations were made, and the school became widely
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known as the Elmwood Institute. In 1868 the lease was cancelled by mutual agreement.
In 1870, the building was rented by the trustees to School District No.1, on annual rental of $ 125. In 1872, it was Yoted that
"in the opinion of the trustees it is for the interest of all concerned
that the academy building and grounds be disposed of, the avails
invested, and the increase appropriated for educational purposes.
"Votecl to sell the building and grounds for $2000, 'iYith the
condition that the bell shall not be disposed of, but kept in the
building as at present."
The funds thus obtained were invested in 1874 in the Penacook
Savings Bank, the principal never to be withdrawn without the
consent of a majority of the district.
PENACOOK ACADEMY.

The citizens of Fisherville, feeling the need of better educational priYileges than those furnished by the towns, in the winter
of 1866 establish ed the Penacook Academy.
The first meeting for organization was held January 26. The
following week the stockholders voted to proceed with the erection
of suitable buildings. Ron. \Yilliam H. Gage generously contributed a large lot of land.
The school was opened N oYemher 6, the same year. The
first board of instruction consisted of l\1. \V eed, A. l\I., l\:Irs.
l\iary A. \Veed, and l\1iss Eliza T. l\Ioore. Prof. \Y eecl died
June 28, 1867, and was succeeded by A. C.· Stockin, A. l\r., who
was succeeded in the spring of 1869 by J. F. Fielding, A. l\I. In
the summer of 1870, Hiram B. Lawrence, A. l\I., was elected prin.
cipal. Prof. E. C. Allen succeeded to the principalship in the fall
of 1872. In the spring of 1875, A. C. Hardy, A. l\I., took charge
of the school, changing its name, to specify its design and plan,
to Penacook Normal Academy. Its curriculum was made very
much broader, and the eourse of study greatly enlarged; and the
academy was put upon a f~oting that made it the peer of any
school of its class in New England. The school was arranged in
five departments,-Preparatory, Normal, Business, Scientific, and
Classical. The board of instruction was enlarged from three to
nine. Competent teachers were employed.
Thus, by the liberality and energetic action of the trustees of
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the institution, the people arc in the enjoyment of superior educational privileges.
l\IUSICAL EDUCATION.

The education of a community does not embrace merely those
branches of learning taught in the public schools and academies :
it includes the general culture of the community,-the advancement of art. l\Iusic has been classed in times past as one of the
"fine'' or "polite" arts, but in these later days it has come to be
recognized as a branch of general education.
Previous to the present century, music had made' little progress in
America. The Pilgrims brought with them Ainsworth's Version
of the Psalms, which was used in the church at Plymouth from
1620 to 1732. The Psalms, as translated by the divines summoned by King James, and the paraphrase as made by Ainsworth, were printed in parallel columns. The first Psalm was
thus rendered :
King James's Version.

Ainsworth's Paraphrase.

Psalm I.

Psalm I.

''Blessed is the man that doeth
not walk in the Counsell of the
wicked ; nor Stand in the way of
Sinners; nor sit in the seat of tl1e
scornful!.
'' 2 But hath his delight in the
law of Jehovah and in his law
doeth meditate day & night.''

" 1 0 Blessed that doth not in
the wicked's counsell walk; nor
stand in sinner's way; nor sit
in the seat of scornfull folk.
2 But setteth in Jehovah's law,
his pleasureful delight; And in
his law doth meditate by day &
eke by night."

In 164:0 the Bay State Psalm Book was published, which was
in use for more than a century. The metrieal structure of the
Psalms was nearly the same as in Ainsworth. The 133d was
thus rendered :
'' 1 How good and sweet to see
it's for brethren to dwell
together in unitee:

" 2 It's like choice oyle that fell
the head upon,
that downe difl flow
the beard unto
beard of Aron:
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The skirts of his garment
that unto them went down.
" 3 Like Herman's dews descent
Sion's mountains upon,
for there to bee
the Lord's blessing
life aye lasting
commandeth he e.''
This book was a great favorite. It was revised and reprinted,
in 1758, by Rev. Thomas Prince, pastor of the Old South Church,
Boston; and it is almost certain that the first settlers of Boscawen
were accustomed to sing such poetry in their Sunday senice.
It is probable that those who came to Contoocook from Newbury were ac<]_uainted with Rev. l\Ir. Tufts's music-book, as l\Ir.
Tnfts was pastor of the Second church in Newbury, and in 1712
published a book containing twenty-eight tunes with rules. It
bore the following title :
''A very plain and Easy Introduction to the Art of Singing Psalm
Tunes; ·with the Cantus or Trebles of Twenty-eight Psalm Tunes Contrived in snch manners as that the Learner may attain the Skill of
Singing them, with the greatest Ease and Speed imaginable."

Instead of notes, the first letter of each syllable was printed on
the staffs,-£ for fa, 1 for la. People sang by rote, and in consequence the melodies underwent many tmnsformations.
Rev. :Mr. \Yalters, a writer of the period, thus portrays the
singing of his time :
" Singing sounds like five hundred different tunes roared out at the
same time. The singers often are two words apart, producing noises
so hideous and disorderly as is bad beyond expression. The notes are
prolonged so that I myself have twice in one note paused to take
breath."
As there were no rules, all sang as they pleased, "·ithout regard
to time. Some of the ministers saw that a reform was imperath·e; that to haYe anything like uniformity in singing, there
must be rules gonrning the rhythm and regulating the time;
that people must learn to sing by rule instead of by rote. ReY.
ll
l\fr. Tufts, Rev. Cotton l\father, of Boston, and Rev. l\Ir. \Valters,
were zealous advocates for a reform. The attempt to bring about
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a new order of things produced great disturbance, and the excitement was at its height at the time the settlers of Contoocook began their plantation. l\Iinisters and people alike took sides upon
the all-important question, the young people advocating a reform,
and the oltl ones opposing it. Various were their objections. It
was a new way; it was not as good as the old way: there were so
many tunes in Rev. 1\Ir. 'Tufts's book-twenty-eight-that no one
could e\·er learn them. The new way would make a disturbance
in the churches. It grieved good men, exasperatecl them, ~mel
made them behave in a disorderly manner. The new way was
popish; it would lead to the introduction of instruments. 'The
names of the notes, fa, sol, la., were Llasphemous ! The old \Yay
was good enough; the new way was a. contrivance for designing
persons to obtain money. The new \vay required a great deal of
time to learn the rules; it made the young disorderly; it kept
them from proper influences in the family.
These and many other e<JUally weighty objections to 1\Ir.
Tufts's method were gravely set forth in sermons preached by the
conservative ministers of the old school,-for in those days, as now,
and as will be to the end of time, there were the old and the new
schools.
'The first settlers of Boscawen sang psalms. Not till a later
day was there hymnology. In 1741, seven years after the settlement of Contoocook, Benjamin Franklin published an etlition of
\Vatts's Psalms and Hymns. Allout the same time Tait & Brady's
"Book of Psalms & l\Ietre " was published.
In 17G4, Josiah Flagg, of Boston, pu Llished a book containing
one hundred and sixteen tunes and two anthems,-the first book
printetl in America with the music in four parts.
In 1770, 1\Ir. Billings published his first book, which became
very popular. From that date to 1820 the musical compositions
were in the style of Billings, Holden, Swan, and Reed.
The first settlers of Boscawen knew very little in regard to
music. It is probable that the best singer among them could not
sing more than a dozen tunes, the Old Hundredth and \Vindham
being two of the number.
\Y e may think of Dea. George Jackman, or De a. Jesse Flanders, as sitting in front of the pulpit in the old log meeting-house,
and reading a line of Ainsworth's Paraphrase, and the congre-
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gation singing it-the air. That finished, a second line is read
and sung, and so on through the psalm.
During the closing decade of the last century, hymn-books were
introduced, and with them came the bass-viol and other instruments. Those who opposed the new method introduced by Rev.
1\fr. Tufts, argued correctl.r in regard to the use of instruments.
Before the introduction of the viols, a pitch-pipe was used for
"setting" the tune. The introduction of stringed and wind
instruments produced a second excitement akin to that 'vhich
agitated the churches a half century previous. Those who had
the hardihood to play a viol were contemptuously called "fidJlers."
An eccentric citizen, Doctor Eaton, a veterinary practitioner, "'ho
lived in the "Hollow," never became reconciled to their use. He
called them wooden and catgut gods,-and they who used them
were serving the devil !
The first teacher of music in Boscawen, probably, was Dea.
Enoch Little, whose efforts in that direction are set forth in
another place [see Biog.]. Soon after, about 17!)5, l\faster Flagg,
teacher in the common schools, taught singing on the Plain.
l\faster Buell was another teacher of music.
BOSCAWEN l\'lUSICAL SOCIETY.

At the close of the last century, or at the very beginning of the
present, the Bosc:m·en l\1usical Society was formed. It was in
existence in 1801, as we know from an order given on the treasurer,
:Mr. J ererniah Gerrish :
"Boscawen, Jan. 29th, 1801.
Mr. Jeremiah Gerrish
Treasurer for Boscawen l\1 usical Society. Please to pay l\fr. Somers by Pearson two dollars & fifty-eight cents for Bass viol strings &
Clarrinet Reed.
Joshua Morse,
for Comittee ''
In 1807 the society appears to l1ave been in a flourishing condition. Thomas Cox was employed to instruct the members in
singing.
"BoRcawen Feb. 25, 1808
Lt Jeremiah Gerrish Treasurer for Boscawen :Musical Society please
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to pay Thomas Cox Twenty Eight dollars for teaching a singing school
and tax on Singing Books.
Somers by Pearson~
Benj Clark
Com."
Joshua l\Iorse

Two of the members of the society were Daniel and Ezekiel
\Vebster: both contributed to the funds. Daniel purchased a
bas::;oon, and waited a long while for his pay, as will be seen by
the following paper:
ORDER.

'' Lieut J Gerrish Treas of the l\Iusical Society in Boscawen please to
pay ~lr Daniel ebster Esq, thirty-four Dollars a compensation for a
Bazoon by order.
Somers by Pearson}
Joshua Morse
Com."
Benj Clark

"r

" May 21st 1807
Reced Twenty-three Dollars on this order
D. ·webster"
"January 18, 1811
this order.

Recu of Lt Jere Gerrish eleven Jollars in full on
E Webster for
D. \V ebster."

In 1810 we find Ezekiel \Vebster one of the committee of management, as per the following order :
OI~DER.

"Lt Jeremiah Gerrish Treasurer of the Boscawen Musical society.
Sir, Please to pay Samuel \V. Lang Twelve dollars out of the funds of
the society it being for cash paid by him for Clarionett.
Sornersby Pearson}
Ezekiel Webster
Com''

In 1809, :Mr. Joseph S. Garman was employed to teach singingschool, and the society purchased of him a bass-viol, paying $14.
In 1812, J olm Kinney was instructor, and in 1815, l\Ioses \Yingate. The funds of the society were obtained by annual tax and
subscription.
U mler this organization singing greatly improYed. The "Village Harmony" was the book generally used. At the west end,
under the energetic leadership of Dea. Enoch Little, followed by
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Joseph KimbuJl and Samuel Little, musical culture had a rapicl
advance. Isaac Noyes, living on \Vater st., but attending meeting at the west end, became a proficient on the bass-viol. The
choir under Dea. Little numbered about sixty. David Sweatt,
still living, remembers a meeting of the choir on Corser hill, and
the singing of a select piece,"Lord, what is man,-poor feeble man,
Born of the earth at first?
His life's a dream, an empty show,
St.i11 hastening to the dust."

It was the best singing he ever heard.
1\Iusical cnltnre was advancing throughout the state. Rev. Dr.
1\IcFarland, of Concorll, took great interest in its advancement,
and through his instrumentality the "Central :Musical Society"
was formed, composed of the best singers and instrum ental perform ers in Concord, Boscawen, Hopkinton, Dunbarton, and adjoining towns.
MARTIN LUTHER SOCIETY.

On Dec. 4, 18~1, the prominent singers of the town met at the
house of Benj. '1'. Kimball, on \Vater street, and organized a society for the cultivation of music of a higher order than h:v] been
attempted up to that time. The leading spirits in the enterprise
were Benj. T. Kimball, Dr. John Rogers, Capt. J. C. Plummer,
Henry Little, S. B. Little, Henry Little, Jr., Enoch Little, Stephen
Sweat, Benj. l\{orrill, Nathaniel Morrill, Jeremiah Gerrish, of Boscawen, ancl \Vm. G. Emerson. They applied for an act of incorporation, which was grantecl July 3, 1822. Dr. John Rogers, a prominent physician, was elected president and leader. The society
purchased the "Old Colony Collection of Anthems," the "Handel
and Haydn Collection," and the "Social Harmony,"-collections
containing music of a high order from Handel, Haydn, l\Iozart,
Beethoven, and an oratorio, "The Intercession," by King. The
music required a much higher degree of culture than the music
of by-gone days. Under the able leadership of Dr. Rogers the
society made great progress, anu soon brought about a revolution
in the style of music used on the Sabbath. The fugues, that for a
third of a century had been the delight of the people, gaYe place to
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compositions richer in harmony,-tl1e productions of the masters
whose compositions still haYe po\Yer t o charm the human ear.
l i'rom 1822 to 1830 the society maintained its vigor. It numbered about fift y memhers, mal e and femal e. It ·was reorganized
in 1837, at the house of Alonzo C. Chaclwiek, wh o was elected president, aml who was succeeded by J. H. Coffi n, now of Portland;
but em igration ·was t elling upon the commnnity, and other forces
were at work to disintegrate the society, aml th e members, after a
whil e, ceased to meet.
Th e hassoon purchased l)y Daniel \V ebster, the bass-viol by
Ezekiel \Yebster and ,J oslnm l\Iorse, from the old Boscawen society, were handed down to thi s organization, and quite likely may
still be in existence in some garret.
During the two decade:-:,-1820 to 1840,-the choirs in town
were accompani ed by a variety of strin ge d and wind instrmnents
-bass and double-Lass viols, vi olins, flutes, clarioncttes, bugles,
and French horn s.
At the east eml, John Jackman, Dr. J olm Rogers, Alonzo C.
Chadwick, and Charl es J. Chaawick played th e viols, Jacob Gerrish
the flut e, J. H. Coffin the trombone, which Rev. l\Ir. P rice, not
for the moment remembering th e name, once appropriately called
a "sho,·eration."
At the " ·est end, l\Ioses Thurston, H enry Little, F rederick
Price, F. \Y. Coffin, aml Enoch Coffin were violists, Sullivan
Jackman played th e bugle, ~loses Bailey, l\I. G. Farmer, and
Bitfielcl P. Little clarionettes.
In 1837, at th e installati on of R ev. E. Buxton, J. H. Coffin
played a melodeon, an instrum ent moved by th e arm, just
th en innnted, manufactured by Charles Aul-5tin, of Concord, who
also began the manufacture of seraphines. D ea. ,Jeremi ah Gerrish,
long the leader of th e choir, an ardent lover of mn sic, purchased
the first fnstrument of this class mannfacturNl in Am erica. :l\Iiss
Polly L. Gerri sh, hi s daughter, endo>reLl in a remarkable degree
with musical geniu s, soon became an efficient and cultiYated
player. The introduction of thi s in strument soon leu to the
purchasing of one of greater power for the choir, suppl emented
at n. still later date by the instrum ent now in use.
In 1833, N. D. Gould, of Boston, tau ght a juYenile school at
the academy, also one for adults. He was a composer as well as
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teacher, and some of his contributions are still in use,-especially
the tune "\Yooclland," to the words," There is a home for weary souls,
By sin and sorrow driven;
"'When tossed on life's tempestuous shoals,
"\Vhere storms arise and ocean rolls,
There's nothing true but heaven."

The refined taste of Dea. GoulJ had a marked influence upon
the singers of the period.
At the east end, Prof. John Jackman, at an early date, obtained a "seraphine." In 1840, Benjamin 1\Iorrill began the
manufacture of musical instruments in the house now occupied
by Charles E. Chadwick.
The same year the choir at the .west end employed \Ym. D.
Buck,-then of Concord, later, physician at 1\Ianchester,-to teach
music. He ·was an energetic instructor, an organist, and far better acquainted with the science of music than any one that had
preceded him. He taught, also, at the west end in 1841, and at
the same time at the east end. He introduced the "Boston Academy" collection of sacred music, and established the choirs in both
churches on a new foundation. He ·was followed at the east end
by J. C. Cram, and other teachers, while at the "·est end, or at
Bashan, Enoch Coffin, Enoch Little, J.P. Farmer, Jeremiah Runnels, and C. C. Coffin taught, followed, in later years, 1y James L.
Gerrish and Henry Pearson. At the east end, Prof. John Jackman has supplemented the labors of his predecessors.
From 1840 to 1850, several of the singers of Boscawen attended the annual sessions of the Boston Academy of l\Iusic.
In musical culture Boscawen and \Vebster have ever maintaineel high rank. 'rhe impetus giYen by Dea. Enoch Little, from
1790 to 1800, never has lost its force. SuccessiYe leaders have
lighted, as it were, their torches by the fire kindled by him, in
the house of Henry L. Dodge, nearly a century ago, and gi,·en
to the towns a standing in musical culture unequalled by any
other rural community.

BIOGRAPIIIUAL HISTORY.

.WHE men who lay the fonmbtion o£ society, and those who

~ rear the superstructure of a Christian ciYilization, are worthy
of all honor. In all ages, in every land, by every people, they
who do great things for their fellow·m en are h eld in honorable re·
membmn ce. The Assyrians placed their heroes in the heavens,
enthronin g them amid the stars. \Ye behold th eir warrior Nimrod,
the Orion of the Bible, nightly making the circuit of the heavens,
the brightest constellation of the northern sky. Th e Greeks
found places for their heroes in the Pantheon, amid the gods.
Th e people of China guard with reverential care th e halls of their
ancestors, and, in their reachin gs after immortali ty, picture to
themselves the filial deYotion of dutiful sons, who will rear tablets
to their memory in the halls of their fathers. It will be the con·
summation of eternal bliss to be held in remembrance by their
sons for th eir virtuou s acts. Th e Norse men pictured to them·
selves a Valhalla, wh er e the great and good should live fo r~ver.
Antl, to-day, Germany rears her Hall of Fame, where those who
have sen ed their country well shall be forever held in remem·
brance. So we rear our memorial structure t o comm emorate the
dead.
The recital of what men have done for their fello\v·men is ever
an in ce nt ive to right action, and th e narration of th e events of an
honorable and virtuous life is a stimulus to those still t oiling
along t he weary way. So we make record of those who have hon·
ored the town that gave th em hirth, or that may claim th em as her
sons. Only brief outlines of th eir lives can be given. \Vhat
oth0r locality can present such a roll of honor as Bosc::twen and
\Vebster ?
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First in honorable mention "·e place those who laid the foundations,-who cleared the forests; who reared their hum1le homes in
the wilderness; who brayed the dangers of a, frontier life through
a dark and gloomy period, IYhen Yigihnce was the price of lifethe preserYation of themselYes and those ·whom they held most
dear; who establish ed the church and the school; who were unswerving patriots when Liberty called them. Through the trials,
hardships, aml devotion of the first settlers of Contoocook; through
their religious conYictions, making the maintenance of religious institntions their first duty; through the patriotism of the
men of the Revolution,-all subsequent events became possible.
""\Yhatsoe,·er a, man soweth, that shall he also reap." There is
no grander law in nature. No community can reap a harYest of
men, IYithout sowing the seed that produces men. The settlers
of Contoocook comprehended this divine law: they sowed good
seed, and, lo, the harvest !

FIRST

SETTLERS.

BARKER, DAVID.

Nothing definite is ]mown in regard to this settler. His name
does not appear upon the proprietors' records. He was not a
proprietor. It is probable that he did not long remain.
BEAN, SINKLER.

This settler, the first of the name of all those of the l\ferrimack
valley, so far as is known, came with the first party in 1734. He
remained in Contoocook ti1l the settlement of Salisbury, when he.
became a resiuent of that town, where many of his descendants
now reside. His name appears frequently upon the records, appointed on committees in positions of trust and honor. He was a
leading and influential citizen in Salisbury.
BOWEN, JOHN.

Diligent research fails to discoYer whence this settler came.
It is probable that he was related to Anthony and Henry Bowen,
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of Penacook, and probably a brother of Peter, ·who killed Sabbatis
and Plansawa. He served as a ranger, and had a great antipathy
to the Indians.
BOHOXXOX7 AXDHEW.

He was a natiYe of Ireland. It is not known what year he emigrated to America. He was unnutrricd in 1734, when he became
a settler in Contoocook, marrying 'rabitha };"'landers, daughter of
Dca. Jacob Flanders, "·ho was born April 7, 1711. He became
an active citizen. He was a man of great energy and cmlumnce.
In 1155 he enlisted for six months in Col. Blanchard's regiment,
for an expedition against Crown Point. The regiment had its
rendezvous at South Franklin, on the \Vebster farm, now the
Home for Orphans.
Several weeks · were spent in building
boats, in which the regiment was to ascend the 1\Ierrimach: and
Baker's river to \V ttrren, transport the hoa ts to the Connecticut,
and from thence ascend some branch of that stream which would
tal;:e them to Lake Champlain !-so little understood was the geography of V crmont at that time. \Yhen it was discovered that
such a route was impossible, the regiment descended the 1\Ierrimack to Nashua, and from thence marched to \Vorcester and
Albany.
At this date Bohonnon probably resided on land now owned by
1\frs. Farnum Coffin, at the southerly end of \Yater street, but
soon after removed to Salisbury, settling near the south Yillage.
He was active in the public affairs of that town. Duri11g the
Revolution he was a devoted patriot, and served as lieutenant in
Capt. Ebenezer \Vebster's company in the battle of Bennington.
He had several sons, who were also active patriots ;-Jacob, who
was a private in Capt. \Vebster's company; Annaniah, who enlisted for three years, in 1780, in Capt. Gray's company, Scammel's
regiment, Continental troops; Stepl1en, another son, " ·ho was a
soldier at \Vest Point at the time of Arnold's treason, and was
sentinel at \Vashington's head-quarters the night after the discoYery. He stated that \Vashington spent the entire night m
writing.
Andrew Bohonnon died in Salisbury, at an advanced age.
BISHOP, JOSIAH.

Of the parentage of Josiah Bishop, nothing

IS

known.

It is
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probable that he came from N ewburJ~ with his family in 1733. He
lived at the southerly end of King street. Upon the outbreak of
hostilities with the Indians in 1 T46, he was captured while at
work in the field, and taken into the woods. [See Civil Hist.J He
was determined not to go to Canada a prisoner, and resisted the
Indians, who buried their tomahawks in his skull, as was afterwards ascertained.
BURRAXK, 1\IOSES, CAPT.

He came from Bradford. The records of the proprietors make
no mention of his being elected captain over any military organization in Contoocook, and it may be inferred that he received his
title before mo,·ing into the town. In 1746, at the time of
the Indian outbreak, the settlers formed themselves into a
military band, ancl Capt. Rollins was elected commander; but
there is no evidence that he remained long in town. It is known
that the military organization was kept up during the Indian
troubles, and it is possible that Capt. Burbank was the commander. He resided on Queen street, on what has since been
known as the "Clark" farm. He married Sarah Emery, probably sister of Edward Emery. He reared a family of six sons and
three daughters, and was the progenitor of the Burbank family in
Boscavl'en and vicinity. His name frequently appears upon the
reconls as a public officer, and as member of committees. The
date of his birth is not known, nor his death, but he was in the
full possession of his mental powers in 1792, when he gave his
deposition to Col. Henry Gerrish, stating the number of settlers
in the town in1733, ancl the number of proprietors' rights partially
impro,·ed.
CALL, PHILIP.

One of the most active of the first settlers upon the outbreak of
Indian hostilities, in 1 T44, was Philip Call, who had moved to
Contoocook 1733. His name appears upon the roll of Capt. Jeremiah Clough's company as a scout, from September 26 to December 18 of that year, receiving as wages, £3 10s.; for provisions,
£3 3s. He was out with Capt. Clough again in 1745, from January 21 to :l\Iarch 18; and again in 1746, from July 4 to December 4; and again in1747, from June 5 to November 12.
After the close of hostilities in 1749, he moved up the 1\Ierri-
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mack a little more than a mil e beyond the line of Contoocook, to
th e fertile intenale of Bakerstown (South Franklin), and began
a clearin g on the \Vebster farm. \Yhile Jivin g there, in 1754, the
Indians made a descent upon the place, and killed l\Irs. Call, as
alread y narrated in the journal of ennts. It is supposed that
Philip Call lived and tlietl in Salislmry, and that he was buried in the
cemetery at South Franklin; but no stone marks his resting-place.
It is not unlikely that the Indians were well acquaint ed wi t h Philip
Call. H e was a good Indian fi ghter, and possibly they took particular pleasure in makin g a descent upon his place. His son Stephen
was one of the first selectm en of Salisbury, upon the organization
of the to·wn in 1768. H e se rved in Capt. \Vebster's company,
Col. Nichols's regiment, in the Rhode I sland campaign, 1776.
The Call family of Franklin and Hill are descendants of Philip.
COOIC, THOl\IAS.

This enterprising settler, soon after nw'dn g into town in 1733,
instead of remaining at th e " town" on King street, pushed northwest , and built a cabin near ":Mutton" road, leading from Corser
hill to Sa1isbury. It stood near "Little" brook, from which he
obtained wat er. The place is now marked by th e stump of a large
pine, which was felled a few years since by l\Ir. Luther Titcomb.
The reason which promptetll\Ir. Cook to rmsh six miles beyond
his fellow-citizens was und oubtedly the desire t o be conveniently
near a locality where he coultl obtain an abundance of fresh meat.
There were patches of meadow a1·otmd " Couch" pond, and on
B eaver-dam brook, ·which were favorite r esorts for deer, and by
locating in the vicinity 1\fr. Cook would have hi s provisions near
at hant1.
Upon the breaking out of hostilities in 1746, 1\Ir. Cook deemed
it prudent to leave hi s cabin. H e was at -n·ork near Clay hill,
with oth ers, on th e 4th of l\fay, 174G, when the Indians fired upon th e party, killing him and a n egro-Cresar, slaYe to R eY. 1\Ir.
StC>Yens. [See Ch·il History.J It is stated that C::esar, though
wonncletl, fought with great lJraYery, and was only despatched
after a fearful struggle.
By builJing his cabin so fa r in ach-ance of his neighbors, l\Ir.
Cook has given a name to th e eminence north of the pbce where
it stood,-Cook's hill.

20
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CORSER, JOHN.

Tradition has it, that this settler came from Scotland to :Xewbury about 1690, at the age of fourteen. It is more probable, however, that be came to Newbury from Boston or vicinity. He
married inN ewbury. The records of N ewhury have the following :
ye

''John Corser & Tabitha Kenny of :Newbury were married March
Sth 1716117."

In 1735, he moved to Contoocook with his family of seYen children. His eldest son, J olm, Jr., had then settled in Kingston,
N. H. He resided for seYeral years on King street, and, with
others, erected the first saw-mill. \Yhile tending it he met with
an accident which deprived him of his sight. His death is supposed to have occurred in 1776.
His son John came from Kingston to Boscawen about 1764, and
settled on Corser hill, on the farm now owned by :Mr. Tilton. Other
facts concerning the first settler, J olm, will be found in the genealogy of the Corser family.
DAGADON, WILLIAl\L

He was a settler of 1733, and located his farm between Queen
street and Contoocook river, west of Fisherville, near Concord
line. His name appears in tl1e proprietors' records as Dagadon,
Digodon, Dagodon, and Dogodan. The small brook which empties into the Contoocook west of Fisherville bears his name. It
is not known that he took any actiYe part in the affairs of the
town.
DAXFORTH, WILLIAl\1.

He was probably a son, possibly grandson, of \Villiam, who was
born in London in 1653, and who came to Newbury about 1667.
He took an active part in all matters pertaining to the good of
the settlement. He married - - - Flood, a sister of Richard
Flood, one of the first settlers. He aided in the erection of the
first saw-mill.
DANFORTH, X ATHANIEL.

\Vhether he was a brotl1er or cousin to \Villiam IS not quite
clear. He came to Contoocook in 1733. Probably he was then
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married. His daughter Abigail, born Jan. 7, 1735, was the first
child born in the town, who married Thomas Foss, and resided
on Fish street. Nathaniel Danforth's son Alkanner serYed as
a soldier during the R.evolution.
\Villiam and Nathaniel Danforth were men of decision and
firmness, characteristics that have been transmittell to their descendants.
EASl\:I:AN, JOSEPH.

In the proprietors' records, the name now spelled as Eastman
is given as above. R.ev. l\Ir. Price has recorded the name of
Joseph Eastman as one of the first settler~>. Later inquiries inclicate that he did not come as a permanent settler till a year or
two later, though it is possible he began his improvements in
1733.
He was grandson of R.oger Eastman, the first of the name in
America, and who came from \Vales to Salisbury in 1640. He
was a prominent citizen. His son Joseph was captain of a company of rangers in the French and Indian \'mrs.
El\IERY, EDWARD.

The ancestor of Edward Emery probably was John Emery, who
came from Rants, England, to N ewbnry in 1635. He Llicd in
No,·ember, 1683. He had sons,-J ohn, born in England about
16:.!9 ;-a daughter, who was named Ebenezer, Sept. 16, 1648.
The Newbury records have this concerning her birth: "Born
l\fonclay morning, two hours before clay." He hacl a son, ,Jon athan, born l\Iay 13, 1652. John married l\Iary \Vebster, of Ipswich, widow of J olm \Vebster, and reared a large family.
Jonathan married l\Iary \V oodman, and hacl chihlren,-l\Iary
C., Sept. 25, 1677; Jonathan, Feb. 2, 1679; David, Sept. 28,
1682; Anthony, Nov. 13, 1684; Stephen, June 13, 1687, died
1688 ; Sara, Dec. 18, 1688; Stephen, again, J nne 24, 16!)2; Edward, Nov. 10, 1694.
The youngest son removed to Contoocook in 1733. He was an
active, infiuentwl citizen, and took a prominent part in all the
affairs of the plantation.
During the peace 'vhich followed the first outbreak of hostilities with the Indians, l\Ir. Emery, thinking to obtain his veni-
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son near at hand, on the favorite haunts of the deer, erected a
house on land now owned by lUiss :Nancy Couch, at the foot of
Corser hill. It stood on the south side of the road, near the brook
running to Couch pond. It was, after Thomas Cook's cabin, the
first house erected in what is now the town of \Y ebster. 1\Ir. Emery was occupying it at the time of the second Indian outbreak,
but moved his family to the fort the day before the Indians
made their appearance in the vicinity [see Civil History]. It was
rifled by the Indians. There is no evidence that 1\Ir. Emery ever
reoccupied it.
He was one of the most influential citizens, and his name frequently appears in the records as one often selected to transact
public business. In 1756 he accompanied Ezekiel Flanders to
N e,rfouncllake to hunt beaver, where both were killed by the Indians.
FITZGERALD, EDWARD.

One of the most active and influential of the settlers of '33 was
Edward Fitzgerald, who was born in Ireland, but who emigrated
to America at an early age, and li·nd in :Newbnry, "·here he
married1\1ehitable U ran. He s~ttled on Queen street, where his
wife diedl\Iay 16, 1808, aged 90. They had a family of two sons
and eight daughters. The family name has undergone many
changes, it appearing in the records as Fitz Gerald and Fitz Gerauld. About the year 1775 the prefix was dropped, and the name
appears as Gerald, Geronld, Geranld, J m·elcl, Jerald, Jerril, J eril,
and Geruld.
FLOOD, RICHARD.

In 1680, Philip Flood, of Guernsey, England, came to America,
and settled inN ewbury, where his son Richard was born Feb. 25,
1696. His name appears frequently in the proprietor's records.
He came to Contoocook in 1734. He was active in the defence
of the town against the Indians in 17 4.4, when he went out on a
scouting party. His son Richard married-- Farnum, of Concord, and became a citizen of that town, serving as a soldier during the Revolution. His sister marrieJ \Yilliam 1Danforth.
FLANDERS, JACOB.

He was grandson of Stephen Flanders, the first and only emigrant of that name, who came from England to Salisbury, with
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his wife Jane, between 16-10-1646, and was one of the first
settlers of that town. The grandson was born Aug. 5, 1GS0, in
Salisbury, and consequently was forty-five years of age wlH•n he
came from South Hampton to Contoocook, "'ith his wife :l\Iercy
Clough. He was one of the first settlers, and it is not strange
that he was looked up to as a leading spirit. He was one of the
committee to Jmilcl the first meeting-house, :tnd his son Jesse was
elected the second deacon of the church. His son Ezekiel was
killed by the Indians while hunting beaver at N mYfonnd lake,
1756. His son Philip serYed in several campaigns against the
French and Indians, and was killed at Crown Point the same
year. The eldest daughter, Tabitha, married Andrew Bohonnon
[see above], and lived to an achanced age.
His sons, Dea. Jesse and J olm, enlisted in Capt. Henry Dearborn's company in Arnold's expedition to Quebec, 177G, and
endured all the hardships of that terrilJle campaign.
Rev. Dr. Bouton, in the History of Concord, allmles to the
FlanJers family of Boscawen as men of great muscular strength
and endurance.
The descendants of Jacob Flanders and 1\fary Clough may be
reckoned by hundreds, if not by thousands.

Came from N ewbur.r~ and liYecl on Queen street. He probably \Yas married at the time of his settlement in Contoocook.
His second wife was 1\Irs. Anna Bamford, whose maiden name was
Anna Ellison, whose brother was grandfather of Ron. Benjamin
F. Butler, of Lowell. His name frequently appeal'S in the records
as an active citizen.
GERRISH, STEPHEN.

One of the leading men among the fiTst settlers was Captain
Stephen Gerrish. It is probable that none of them had a
larger estate to begin with than he, for they were beginning life, with little more than their own strong hands and resolute wills. He was born in Newbury, Jnne 3, 0. S. 1712, and
was but twenty-two years of age when he came to Contoocook,
with his ox team and plow)-the first in the town.
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He was a leading spirit, took an active part in all matters pertaining to the "\nlfare of the community, and was often appointed on
committees by his fellow proprietors. He established the first
ferry, was thrifty, and accumulated a large estate. Rev. ~1r.
Price says of him," He was particularly prepared to achance the settlement of a
new country, being young, robust, acqnainted with husbandry,
enterprising, industrious, economical. 'fhongh his education was
small and his manners unpolished, yet his strength of mind, his
frankness, and sympathetic feelings, rendered him useful and
agreeable. He well knew the discouragements and wants of a
new settlement, and to him many resorted for succor. Possessing
both the means and the disposition, he was liberal and hospital)le,
-a friend and father to multitudes. He diecl1788, having li-ved
to see his ehildren settletl and prosperous, and useful members of
both civil ancl religions societies.:'
l\Ir. Gerrish resided at the lower end of King street, and for a
time, near the close of hig life, he lived npon one of his farms in
Canterbury, on the intervale 1Jelow " J\Inchyetlo."
He married, first, Elizabeth Chase, probably of Newlmry, who
died some time lJetween 173-l anc117 40, leaving no children. His
second wife was .Joanna Hale, of Newbury, to whom he was married in 1741, who became the mother of five sons and one daughter,
- Henry, Samuel, Enoch, .Joseph, Stephen, and .J ane,-from whom
has descended a numerous posterity [see Genealogy J.
Although a citizen of sterling "\Yortl1, and a supporter of civil
and religions institutions, it appears that he was ha1itnally profane. One of his descendants, Rev . .Jacob Little, in a biographical notice of his mother, l\Irs. :Martha Gerrish Little, wl1ile quoting the euloginm pronounced by Rev. Mr. Price, says,-" The only
words of his which have come clown are a profane oath sworn on a
public occasion."
Aside from this one blemisl1, Captain Gerrish seems to have
been in every other respect worthy of honor. He was residing in
Canterbury in 1774, where he made his will, which is as follows :
" Canterbury October ye 13th 1774
''This may certify whom it may concern that I Stephen Gerrish of
Canterbury in the county of Jlockingham and Province of New Hampshire, Having the Day of the above Date: Settled my Estate by Deeds
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among my Children & cepting my Stock Household furniture & Utentials for Husbandry, of which I hear leave as my Request & Desire and
it is my will that they may be Disposed of in the following manner:
"first that my Beloved wife Joauna have out of my stock one horse
saddle & bridle & one Cow and five Sheep and also the one half of my
household furniture to be her own forever.
'' Secondly it is my will that the Remainder of my stock & my utentials for Ilnsbanury be equally Divided between my two sons Joseph
and Stephen.
"thirdly it is my will that the remaining half of my Household furniture be Equally Dividetl between my five sons, Henry, Samuel,
Enoch, .Jose ph & Stephen.
"furth ermore it is my will and Desire that my Debts be paid & my
Dnes Heci eved of what uamc or Nature Soever Equally by and amongst
my five sons, Henry, Samuel= Enoch, Joseph, and Stephell.
'Vitness by
Stephen Gerrish
George .T ackman Joanna Gerrish
.Jeremiah Clough."
GEURISH,

JO.A~X A

HALE, 1\IRS.

l\Irs. ,Joanna Hale Gerrish, a supposed descendant of Sir J\Iatthew Hale's family, granddaughter of Rev. Joseph Hal e, of Beverly, and daughter of Samuel and Apphia (Moody) Hale, was
born in N ewbury, June, 1715, and \Yas married to Capt. Stephen
Gerrish in 1741. She was a ·woman of strong character, and deeply
reiigion s,-in this respect differing widely from her husbaml, who
was habitually profane, but ·w ho in all other respects was a kind
and agreeable companion. ReY. Jacob Little says of her,'' She was eminently pious, left the Episcopal and joined the Congregational church to find Spirituality, & brought her branch of the Gerrish family within the covenant. The only words of hers which have
come down, are an expression which in extreme old age daily were uttered
in her secret devotion. They were reported by an old lady who in
childhood slept with her. This was the expression, 'Bless my children
to the lat es t generation.~ She was instrumental in turning the current
in the family, & her children, early pious, antl her hundreds of descendants have generally embraced religion in youth & united with the
church of her choice."
?~Irs. Gerrish died in 1702 at the age of 77, beloved and respected by all in the community.
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JACKl\IAN, GEORGE.

He was born inN ewbury, 1706-7. It is doubtful if he became
a permanent settler in 1734, though it is probable that he began the
improvements on his farm at that time. He married Hannah
Bishop in 1728, and liYed on the premises now owned by Prof. J olm
Jackman. Upon the organization of the church he was elected
deacon. He was an intelligent and influential citizen, greatly
respected. His son George was first town-clerk aml justice of
the peace [see Biography].
JACKMAN, RICHARD.

He was brother of George, born in Newbury, Oct. 17, 1709.
He married :Martha Call, daughter of Philip Call, ·who was a vigilant citizen during the war with the Indians. J\Irs. Jackman's
mother was killed by the Indians at South Franklin [see History].
!\IAXUEL, JOEL.

Little is known in regard to this settler. Diligent search has
failed to discover anything concerning his nativity. He came
to Contoocook in 1734, and his name appears in several pbces as
member of committees. His son .John resided on High street,
11ear the residence of Gen. E. G. \Vood. The family is nearly if
not quite extinct.
l\IELOOX, NATHANIEL.

Patient resen.rch has not thrown much light upon the origin of
tl1is name, and nothing whate,·er is known of the natiYity of this
settler. It is supposed that he was of French or Flemish origin.
The name is sometimes written J\falon, J\hloon, and J\Ielloon.
From the frequent appearance of his name upon the records, it is
evident that he was an influential citizen. He sen·ed as a soldier
in scouting parties during the Indian troubles.
In 1754, he moved to \Vest Salisbury, to avail himself of the extensive meadow lands in that Yicinity. His nearest neighbor was
Ed"·ard Emery, near Conch pond, four to fi,·e miles tlistant.
There he was surprised, and with his family captured-all exce pt
one son-by the Indians [see History-year 1756].
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Upon his return from cnptiYity he reoccupied his premises, nnd
became one of tho nctive citizens of SalisLury, Leing fre(p10ntly
elected to town offices; was selectman in 1701, when he was
well ndYnneed in life. His nnme is nppended to the following
paper:
"VANI>UE.

"ToLe set up at public Vandue on l\Ionday the 21 Day of Nov next
at three Oclock P l\1. one Sarah Veza for Boarding, to be struck off to
the lowest Lider at the house of Stephen "\Vebster
" Novye 10, 1791
Nathl Meloon
Joel Eastman
Selectmen of SalisLury."
PETERS, WILLIAM.

He wns one of the settlers of 1733, hnt it is not known whence
he cnme. He was sergennt in Cnpt. John Gaffe's company in
17 48, employed in sconting,-enlisting ]\fny 28, dischnrged Oct. 5,
his wages being £13 1 Gs. 5d. Calc b Emery, Joseph Eastm::m,
nnd \Yi11imn Courser, citizens of Contoocook, were in the same
company.
RIX, XATIIANIEL.

He appears to hnve been n settler in Contoocook, bnt it is probable thnt he soon remoYed to Concord, ns the nnme of ::Natl1aniel
Rix nppears npon the rPcords of thnt town, nnd do es not appenr
in the records of Boscnwen. Nothing is known of him.
ROLF, DANIEL.

The name is sometimes written Rolfe. It is probnhle he wns
rebted to the citizen of Concord of the snme name, niHl to Bcnjnmin Rolfe, not n first settler; hut nothing definite is known in
regnrd to him.
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ALDRICH, JOHX.

J ohn Alchich was born in Smithfield, R. I., .Jan. 20, 1185. He
married Ha.niet, daughter of Samuel Smith, Jan. 18, 1810, and
moYecl to l!Iendon, niass., where he resided till 1830, when he
made Bosca.\\en his hom e, purchasing a. farm on High street near
Salisbury line. He was a member of the Society of "Friends.
Through life, "l!Ir. and "l!Irs. A1tlrich manifestecl the frank, honest,
sincere traits of character ''hich are inculcated by the "Friends.
They "\Yere progressiYe in their religious Yiews, earnest in
their efforts to t1o good, en~r ready to help the poor, gui<.led hy a
simple faith and trust "·hich eYer Jed them to a higher spiritual
life. They ·were industrious and frugal, simple in a11 their tastes,
a.nt1 patterns of neatness. They liYed quietly and unostentatiously,
beloYwl and 1·espectetl hy their friem1s and neighbors. :L\Ir.
Aldrich passed to tll€ better life, ::Jla.rch 10, 1865, and l\Irs. Aldrich, l.Ia.y 13, 1812. Their ch ildren were,-.Armenia. Smith, born
NoY. 1, 1811. marrie(l Nathaniel \Yhite, of Concord, :No,·. 1, 1836;
J ohn, horn :Xo,·. 9, 182J, married OliYe French, of PemlJroke,
and who resides in Framingham, ::Jia.ss.
AREY, ISAIAH

ll.

Isaiah Hatch Arey was born on Cape Cod, 1827. His father
mo':ed to Boscawen when he ·was a. lall, and settled on the farm
south of the \Yoollbury plain. The son, after his father's death,
built the residence now standing south of the cemetery. He
ma.ni ed nii ss 'rerry, of Boscawen, was electc·d town-cl erk from
1861 to 18CiJ, and was holding that official position at the time of
his death, Oet. 16, 1870.
l\Ir . .Are5· possessed a sympatheti c nature, and "\Yas endowed
with fine feelings, which he "\Ye11 knew h ow to express by word
a.ml act. He was also a.n ingenious a.nll skilful mechanic, antl for
the last fifteen years of his life de,·otetl much time to the manufacture of Yiolins and guitars. Of the former he is known to
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have made eighty-six, and of the latter thirty-seven. These instruments are IlOW highly prized. For purity of tone and elegant
''.;orkmanship, perhaps they are not excelled by any made in this
country.
Ole Bull, the eminent Norwegian violinist, recognized 1\Ir.
Arey's talents, and assisted him with original drawings and valuaLle information. From a letter written Ly Ole Bull to 1\Ir. .Arey
in 18D7, the following extract is giYen :
" Allow me to congl'atulate you on the achievement of your violin,
an instrument that no artist or amateur would hesitate to take
to his bosom, and electrify by the breath of his inspiration. I sincerelywish that those further results of my experience, which I have communicated to yon, will prove a benefit to yonrself, and a blessing to those
who take your children to their hearts.
"Your success will always be sincerely felt and appreciated by your
friend,
OLE BuLL."

* *

ATKINSON, SAMUEL,

\Vas the son of Dea. Joseph Atkinson, of Newbury. He took
an aetiYe part in town affairs, and during the Revolution was
lieutenant in Stark's regiment, at the battle of Bunker hill, and
was employed l)y the committee of safety for the state on several
important occasions.
Upon the records of the committee of safety, Jan. 30, 1776, is
this entry:
" Ordered the Reciever General to pay Samnel Atkinson for his
time & Expenses in going after Col Bedell £1-Ils."

Col. B eLlel was in command of a regiment doing Jnty on the
Connecticut riYer.
''April D, 1776.
"Ordered the Heciever General to pay Lient Samuel Atkinson Fourteen pounds Thirteen Shill' & EleYen pence fur expense of Transporting the Im1ians sent from Exeter from Boscawen to Plymouth.''

No contemporary reconl throws any light upon this serYice. For
what purpose the Indians were sent to Plymouth is unknown.
Durin~ the summer of 1776, upon the advance of Gen. Carleton
and Gen. Burgoyne to Lake Champlain, there was great consternation in all the upper towns of :New Hampshire and Vermont, on
the Connecticut. It was nnnorecl that a large body of Indi::ms was
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to invade that section. Lieut. Atkinson started as a volunteer
for th e defence of the frontier. The condition of affairs is set
forth in a letter from Col. John Hurd, found in Provincial Papers
(Vol. 8, p. 306).
·
He visited Exeter, to report in person the state of affairs, and
recei\'ed an order to forward two small cannon, 'lvhich belonged to
the state, and which were in Canterbury, to Ha'l'erhill.
He was captain of a company enlisted to join Gen. Sulli\'an at
Ticonderoga.
In l\hy, 1777, Capt. Atkinson 'IYas employed by the town to
obtain fire-arms and equipments; and the committee of safety for
the state conferred authority upon him to raise men to seiTe
under Gen. Stark, after the battle of Bennington.
In 1779-80, he was employed by the committee of safety to
procure supplies, and rendered efficient aiel to the go,·ermnent
during the war.
He was honored anJ. trusted by his fellow-citizens, and was an
ardent patriot.
ATKIXSOX, HALE,

\Vhose likeness is here presented, 'lvas born l\hrch 3, 1199,
on the homestead which he inherited from his father. situated
on the river road, where his grandfather settled 'lvhen he mo\·ed
from Newbury, :Mass., in 1767. He was an obliging and kind
neighbor, a lo,·er of books, sustaining schools and the institutions of religion with cheerfulness, and always fulfilling the duties of a good citizen. In early life he had a f01ulness ~or military
parade, and at one time was captain of the cavalry company in
the 21st Regiment. His political ,·iews did not accord "·ith those
of the majority in town, bnt he "·as often chosen to office, the
duties of which he performed faithfully and impartially. He was
selectman in 1847, 1849, 1850, 1852, 1853, and 1857. H e 'IYas
unmarried ;-died April 15, 187 4.
ATKI:NSOX, HARVEY,

Son of Joseph Atkinson, was born in Boscawen, Jnly 19, 1806
[see Gen.]. He attended the district school, recei,·ing instruction
from l\Irs. Sally Kim ball :\Iartin, one of the renowned female
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teachers of the town, Snsan Pearson, Abigail Dix (sister of Gen.
Dix), :1\Iartlm Holt, Francis Danforth, Joseph Morrill, Samuel
Chamberlain, Erastus Torrey, aml Peabotly Atkinson. He was a
stmlent at the opening of the male department of Boscawen Academy, nuder the tuition of Janis Gregg, and also a student at
Franklin Academy. He became an instructor, teaching in his
own district--the Gulf-in 1828-29, also in 1829-30 and in
1830-01 at Horse hill in Concord.
In November, 1831, he moved to Ohio, where he taught four
years, returning to Boscawen in 1835. During the following
winters he tanght on Little hili, at High street, and at the Gulf.
Mr. Atkinson's father had the power of great concentration of
thought in mathematical calculation, and possessed a retentive
memory. He once calculated mentally the number of barleycorns
required to encircle the globe, allowing three to an inch, and put
the answer clown upon his slate. '.ro verify his calculation he
went through the problem by writing the figures, and arrived at
the same result.
l\Ir. Han·ey Atkinson, since 1837, has resided on his farm, giving his attention to agriculture.
BAKER, HENI:.Y W., LT.

At the breaking out of the war in 1861, Henry \V. Baker was
at work making honseholcl furniture, in the "Hollow," in Bosca\\·en. He was a young man of ardent temperament, a lover of
liberty, a true citizen, and an earnest patriot. He offered his
services to his country, and \\'as commissioned Second Lieutenant, Co. E, 7th Regiment, Nov. 12, 1861.
The rendezvous of the regiment was at l\fanchester. On Jan.
14, 1862, it broke camp, and was ordered toN cw York, where it
remained till Feb. 13, when it embarked on sailing vessels for the
Dry Tortugas, where it remained till June 16th, when it was ordered to Port Royal, and from thence to St. Augustine, subsequently to Fernandina, and again to Hilton Head.
On June 18, 1863, it joined the forces under Gen. Gilmore, and
was employed dnring the month in arduous duties. On the morning of Jnly 18, the troops designed to make an assault upon Fort
\Vagner were drawn np on the beach. During the night the 7th
Regiment had been under arms doing fatigue duty. A terrific
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thunder-storm had raged, and the soldiers were drenched with
rain. The regiment had been so reduced by sickness, that but
four hundred and eighty were in the ranks.
Through the entire day a terriLle cannonade was kept np by
the Union batteries and ironclads, which was responded to from
time to time by the guns of Fort \Vagner. All through the weary
hours, the soldiers of the 7th lay behind their entrenchments beneath the blazing sun.
The command had been entrusted to Gen. Trueman H. Seymour,
who determined to make an assault. He knew nothing of the
construction of Fort \Vaguer. No information of the impediments to be overcome had reached him. Col. Putnam, of the 7th,
commanding the second brigade, opposed the contemplated movement.
"I do not think that we can take the fort," he said ;-and when
Gen. Seymour reiterated his determination to make the attempt,
Col. Putnam said, "\Y e shall go like a flock of sheep."
The snn set, and the twilight faded. 'l'he soldiers were ordered
to remove the caps from the nipples of their rifles, and were told
that they must depend upon the bayonet alone. In the 100th N.
Y., which formed behind the 7th, this order was neglected.
In the darkness, the assaulting column nwYed forwarcl. The
ironclads and the Union batteries opened a hea'>Y fire, whic.h
was continued till the column was so near that further firing
would endanger it, when, at a signal, all the Union batteries
became silent. In an instant, Fort \Vaguer was aflame. Its
heavy siege guns, ho,vitzers, and forty-two pounder carronades
burst forth, pouring a stream of shot and shell into the alh·ancing
troops. And now, in addition, the parapet of the fort swarmed
with men, who, through the terrible cannonade of the day, had
been lying securely beneath the bomb-proofs. :Mingled with the
roar of the cannon were their volleys of musketry.
The first brigade bad the advance. Its ranks went down like
grass before the mower. Some of the soldiers fled, panic-strieken.
The second brigade, lell by the 7th N. H., pressecl on and filled
the decimated ranks. Slilldenly they found themselYes confronted by a ditch fifty feet wide and ten feet deep, with four feet of
water flowing into it. Only at the south-eastern angle was it
dry. It was enfiladed by howitzers. Into the ditch leaped the
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soldiers. Grape and canister mowe«l them down, but others
crowded on. 'l'hc 7th N. H., led by Lt. Col. Joseph C. ALhott,
made its \Yay unfalteringly into the ditch, through it, and up the
slope of the parapet. Cannon and musketry Llazed in their faces ;
and now there was a flash behind them-the lOOth ~. Y., not
haYing remoYed their caps, were firing into the dark ma.ss, not
knowing who was friend, who foe. All was confusion. All order disappeared. In the darkness no one could lJe re('ognized.
Amid the groans of the wounded, the shouting of officers, t he rattle of rifles, the roar of cannon, the Lm·sting of shells, it was impossiLle to maintain discipline. Col. Putnam, a few of his subordinates, and one or two hundred men entered the fort. The
enemy charged, but were driwn. Col. Putnam was killed ;-one
officer after another went <lown. Th e reserve, whi ch shonhl have
rushed up, did not come. The assault had lost its force. Like
sheep the Union sohliers fled as best they could through the devastating fire, leaving a ghastly heap of dead and ·wounded in the
ditch, and on the parapet of the fort. Among the killed was Henry \ V. Baker. By his side were Dexter Pritchanl, I...~iberty G.
Raymond, and Alexander F. Stevens, from Bosca\Yen, and of his
company, also killed. Among the wounded \vas Samuel l\IcEYely,
and among the prisoners was John Clancy, who Jiell in prison at
Rich monel.
In hi s first battle, Lieutenant Baker gave his life to his country.
Those who se1Tecl under him speak of him with affection. He
was cool and brave, an<l ever mindful of his duti es. He was
buried where he fell, with his commander, Col. Putnam, and his
subordinates, Pritchard, Raymond, and StcYcns. He was the
last of his family, his elder brother, J. C. Baker, l\I. D., of Abington, ::\Iass., deceased, being his only near relative. Those who
knew him best will eYer hold him in affectionate rem embrance.
BALLARD, WILLIA::\I WALLACE,

\Vas born in Peterborough in 1828. His father was Nathan Ballard, of Peterborough, who married Sarah D. Clement, of Dosca\Yen. He "·as left an orphan at an early age, but "·as allopted
by B enjamin \Valker, l\Irs. \V. Leing his aunt. He learned the
trade of stone-cutting, but spent most of his time with ~Ir. \Valker,
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attending the flistrict school-\Vater street, south. He was of a
quiet, gentle nature, and in boyhood showed none of those sterling
qualiti es of character which revealed themselves in after life.
It is altogether probable that the flame of patriotic ardor, which
at the breaking out of the war in lSGl induced him to he one of
the first to enlist, was kindlefl 1y l\Ir. Eliakim \Valker, R evolutionary pensioner, who never was weary of rehearsing the story of
Bunker hill; aml, without doubt, the flame was intensified by the
uncompromising hostility of l\Ir. Benjamin \V alker to sln;nry.
\Vh en the second regiment of N. H. Yolunteers "·as organized,
young Ballard enlisted in the Goodwin Rifles, of the 2d Regiment.
The regiment, on its way to the seat of war, was entertained at
Boston, in Music hall, wh ere l\Ir. Harrison D. Clement, of La-wrence, uncl e to Ballard, had a com·ersation with him.
"I did not suppose that yon had any great military ardor," was
the remark of :Mr. C.
"I haYe not, hut the call is urgent. I haYe no family; I can
go. l\Iilitary life has no attractions for me; but I owe a duty
to my country, and I shall do my best to perform it."
It is out of such men that heroes are made.
His regim ent was in the first battle of Bull Run, "·here Ballard acted with conspicuous coolness and deliberation. After the
engagement, he informed his uncle that he had se\·eral fair shots at
the enemy, at half the distance of which he was sure of his mark.
A few weeks subsequent to the battle he was sent to \Vashington to perform some duty, and, upon his rejoining the regiment,
found a second lieutenant's commission awaiting him, the promotion haYing been made wholly without his knowledge. A sword
and uniform were presented him by his brother officers.
He commaniled the company at the battle of \Villiamsburg, and
throughout nearly the entire Peninsula campaign, in which the
2d Regiment took an active part [see Atlgt. Gen. Report].
During the seven days' fighting, his clothes were pierced seyeral
times, and he was slightly " ·onnded on the forehead, which filled
his eyes and covered his face ·with blood; but he maintained his
place, leacling the men into action while thus disfigured.
During one of the battles, while in the thick of the fight, he
, dragged a wounded soldier behind a tree, aml himself took shelter.
\Vhile they were there the tree was struck seyenteen times.
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The regiment, at Gettysburg, "·as attached to the 3d corps, commandeLl by Gen. Siekles. During the march from the Rappaha.nnocl\:, Lieut. Ba.llanl mtR taken si_ek, and though entitleLl to ride in
the a.mbnhmce, resolutely mainta.ined his place with the company.
Altl10ngh he had the surgeon's certifica.h· in his pocket, excusing
him from duty, he not only ma.de the march, but was seen carrying
the guns of his worn-ont soldiers, and eYen the tent-pole, on his
shoulder. On the morning of July .3d, the surgeon and officers,
knowing how exhausted he was, tried to dissuade him from taking
part in the engagement, bnt in "Vain.
The regiment was stationed in Sherfey's pea.ch orchard, and
was one of the first to feel the 1Jlows inflieted by Longstreet's adYanc e.
In the first shock, nine of th e officers were killed or wounded.
The captain of Company B being one of the number, the commaml r_leyolYed npon Li eut. Ballard. X ot long after, he was mortally wonmleLl hy a. ba.ll passing tlnongh his hips and Lowels,
but dirl not fa.ll till, unable to moYe, he was knocked down by a.
battery wheeling into position. So close was the fighting at this
moment, that when his sword flew from hi s hand it fell close
to the rebel line,-so n ear, that one of the soldiers of the
regiment, in attempting to recoYer it, was ta.ken prisoner.
Lient. .BaJlarJ was taken to the rear, a.ml lingered five days, receh·ing all the care that was possible to gi,·e in the oYer-crowded
hospita.ls. H e knew that his ''"onnd was mortal, and ca.lmly
awaited the coming of death, semling this messa.ge to his friends:
'' Should I leave any property after paying my debts, I desire that it
may be given to the soldiers who have suffered for their country."

His remains were tnken to Boscawen, aml interred in the
cemetery, near the site of the old meeting-house. His funeral
sermon was preachell by his old chaplain, Prof. Parker-now of
Da.rtmonth college-in the Congregational church on the plain,
which was filled by a great concourse of people, who had known
his sterling qualities, a.nd which were thus set forth:
:, In the prime condition and obligation of life, which comes up to us
most forcibly in 'life's adieu, and beside the grave,-your life, dear friend,
did yon regard and employ it as yours for God? How happy to be
able here to-day to make mention of the fact, that, at the early age of
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fourteen, he made public profession of the Cl1ristian faith, and consecrated himself forever to the cross and service of the Redeemer.
" Of the consistency of all the years of his Christian life, I J.o not
know how faithfully he fulfilled the obligations of his Christian profession-! cannot fully testify ;-but this I do know: his soldier's career
was singularly free from the vices of army life. I never knew any departure in his conduct from the strict line of principle and virtue. His
character seemed as upright as his tall frame.
"lie vms one with whom, in the army, I had ever pleasant intercourse and strong congeniality of feeling. I can see him even now, accompanying his men, as was so invariably his custom, to our regimental
Sabbath services; or, as he often sat within my tent, conversing upon
themes which showed alike his excellent sense and excellent principles.
" It was no ordinary testimony to the esteem in which he was held by
the noble company of which he was a member, when from a private,
without ever having worn a corporal's stripes upon his arm, he was
passed over all the intermediate grades at a step, and made a lieutenant by common consent.
"The respect he had among you here at home, for his character and
worth, he never lost in the army; and had he been permitted to return
to live once more among you, it would have been to have enjoyed your
increased regard, I doubt not, as a man and a Christian.
''And now Lieut. Ballard, at the early age 0f thirty-four, sleeps in
death! No more campaignings, no more hard-fought fields: the march
and battle of life are over!
" That noble spirit of his, which animated him to the performance of
duty at whatever cost or hazard, which forbade his shrinking from any
peril, finally urged him forward with his men to the battle, althongh
debility and disease warranted inaction, and demanded rest; and his
sick and weakened frame was unable to sustain the shock and effect of
the wound then received.
''I might have expected all this, so often have I heard him say that,
if he could move, nothing should ever keep him from accompanying the
regiment when a battle was to occur.
"Brave soldier, noble officer, excellent young man, dearly beloved
friend, we ]eave thee. Thy life was thy country's: she has it:-and
now thy name is thy country's: she will keep it!
''"\Vas it a lasting honor to have fought with our Revolutionary
fathers to fonnd this government? Then is it enduring fame like
thee to have fought and died to sustain it!
'' Has no land ever more merited a patriot's love than thine? Then,
than thine, no patriot's devotion ever more merited gratitude; no patriot's death more merited honor.
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" And so we leave thee, heroic soldier, true-h earted patriot, Christian young man, esteemed, beloved friend. ·w ith mauy tears, and yet
with hearts beating to a deeper love of country, and a higher estimate
of the true citizen, of manly worth, of virtne, of right, of freedom, and
of religion, we consign th ese battle-torn remains to the grave, and thy
soul to God, tha nkfully trusting that the victory of the Christian life
and conflict is thine,-martial strain s exchanged for th e music and melodi es of angels, the sword for the harp of gold, the soldier' s laced and
plumed attire for the roLes of heaven and the crown of life and immortality!"
BUXTON,

E DWARD, 1:-EV.

The second p:-tstor of the Cougreg:-tt ion:-tl church in \Yebster,

R e,r. Edward Buxton, w:-ts born in He:-tding, J\Iass., Aug. 11, 1803,
-th e youngest son of B enj:-tmin and H ann:-th (Flint) Buxton,
who sul•seqn ently removetl to N ew Boston. l\Ir. Buxton desired
that one of hi::> sons shoulll enter the ministry; but in childhood the son w:-ts subj eeted to a fright whi ch produced an impediment of speech, and th e fath er gave up :-tll expectation of ever
seeing him engaged in the ministry. But th e son :-tdopted a
ri gicl course of discipline, by which he oYerc:-tm e, in a gooll degree, his stammering,-so mnch so, that in 1829 he began the
study of medicine. H e gave himself so thoroughly to study, however, that sickn ess intervened, antl he was compelled to relinquish
for a tim e hi s chosen pursuit.
R eco,·e1·ing his health in some degree, he en gaged in t eaching
in N ew Boston, and, to perfect him self as a teacher: attended
Exeter ac:-tclemy, then under B enjamin Abl•ot, th e preceptor who
conla count Edward Everett, Alexamler H. EYerett, and many
other distinguished men of the century, as his pupils.
Upon lea,·in g the academy, J\1r. Buxton becam e preceptor of the
academy in Greeltlancl, N. H., \Yhere he fonnd congenial society
in the p erson of R ev. \Yallace Clark, pas tor of the Congregational
church. The youn g preceptor became sup erin tendent of th e Sundn y-school, and wh eneYer the pas tor was ahsen t was select ed to
conduct the public exercises upon th e S:-tbb:-tth.
So acceptable were his services, that neighboring parishes, withant a minister, called upon the preceptor at Greenland to occupy
their pulpits. Thns gradually, and almost without any plan for
his future life, Edward Buxton became a preacher, tea.cbing by
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day in the academy, studying theology 1y night in the house of
his friend, Rev. :Mr. Clark. His studies, rather, were in the
early morning, for during those years he formed the habit of lighting his fire and lamp before the first glimmerings of dawn wore
seen in the east-a habit that has a<lhercd through life, and enabled him to accomplish much which otherwise never would have
been done.
He was ordained at Greenland in 1836, and was employed in
preaching at Rochester for a few months, then at Dorchester and
\Vhitefield, until called to \Yebster, in August, 1837.
He was installed pastor of the church December 13 the same
year, succeeding Re,·. l\Ir. Price, who had resigne<l the pastorate
in the spring of 1836. From that date to the present, with the
exception of a few months in 1876, he has preached to the people
of \Vebster, preaching his 40th anniversary sermon in December,
1877. He is the oldest pastor in the state. His term of office embraces an important ]JCriod in the history of the country. Since
his settlement, the nation has passed through a great civil war.
Previous to the breaking out of the conflict was the period of excitement inci<lent to the agitation of the anti-slavery question.
The church in \Yebstcr, in common with most of the churches,
was conservatiYe.-slow to act, and regarding with distrust the
methods of many of the earnest anti-slavery reformers. During the years of excitement, the pastor of the church manifested
that equipoise of judgment and calmness of disposition v;hich
carried him safely through a period in which many pastorates
were dissolved.
l\Ir. Buxton, like his predecessor, has performed arduous duties
as superintending committee of schools, and has taken great interest in the cause of education, giving individual instruction to
many young ladies and gentlemen.
He has been thrice married,-first, to Elizabeth l\IcFarland,
daughter of Rev. Asa l\IcFarland, D. D., of Concortl; second, to
l\Irs. Lois Jewett, of Laconia; third, to l\Irs. Louise Jane Dix
Pillsbury, widow of Gen. Moody A. Pillsbury, and daugllter of Col.
Timothy Dix, of Bo::;cawen.
In 1876, l\Ir. Buxton was elected delegate to the convention for
the revision of the state constitution.
By his fidelity as a pastor, his high character) his consistent
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life, his deYotion to duty, and his regard for the welfare of the
whole community, he has won the respect and affection of the
pnblic in a remarkable degree. It fa1ls to the lot of but few men
to be so nniYersally esteemetl.
Though past the age allotteu to man, he still ministers to the
people, ::m u maintains the stmlious ha,bits of his early years.
He is an ardent lover of music, aml is in full sympathy with
the progressive spirit of the age, endParing himself alike to old
and young, with the sports and pleasures of childhood, as well as
with the graYer duties of maturc·r years.
BUIWANK, ABUAIIAl\f, CAPT.

One of the prominent business men of Boscawen was Abraham
Burbank, cl<lest son of David Dm·bank, and grandson of Capt.
l\Ioses Burbank, one of the early settlers of the town. He was
born N oY. 1G, 1781, learned the trade of l•lacksmith of his father,
and carried on bbcb;mithing on Little hill with Jesse Little.
He was an adept in making axes, giving them a shape mnch liked
by the wood('hoppers at the beginning of the century, and of such
keen temper tha.t "Abe Burbank's axes" '"ere widely kno,Yn,
ancl ha.d a read)r sale.
He marriecll\Ia.ry Ca.ll, and, second, Polly M. Jackman, settled
in Ba.shan on the farm now ownetl l•y his son, l\Ir. Azro Sheriil1.n
Burbank, and engaged in lumbering.
\Vith his son, Friend L. Bnrl•ank, he became proprietor of the
mills on Blackwater riYer; a.lso, a mill on Knight's ::\Iea.tlow
brook; also, one on Pond brook At one time, nearly every mill
in Bosca.wen was employed in sa.wing his lumber, which was sent
do,vn the l\Ierrimack river to Lowell and Boston.
He was greatly respected by his fellow-citizens, a.nd was repeatedly elected to represent them in the legislature. He was a.
cheerful supporter of religious and charitnblc organizations, and
alive to a.1l interests affecting the public welfare.
He died in 18:'56, aged 75-an a.ctive, energetic, honoretl citizo-n
to the bst year of his life.
BURBAXK, LlTTLE,

Son of DaYid, was born in Boscawen [sec Genea.logy ]. He settled
in Bashan, on bud now ovmed by \Villiam Huntoon, at the
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corner of the road leading west to the cemetery, but subsequently
purchased the farm now O\Yned 1_,y F. F. & \Y m. Fisk He early
engaged in lumbering, sending masts, spars, aml oak timber to
l\Ietlford, and other kinds to Lowell. He was a man of great
indm;try, working early and hte, and employing many men. He
was a public-spirited citizen, a steadfast :-;upporter of ciYil and religious i nsti tu tions, a cons is tent mem her of the Congregational
church, and a respected member of society.
IlURBANK, CALVIN l\L,

Youngest son of Little Burbank [ ::;ee Genealogy], at the beginning of the war enlisted in the Goodwin Rifles, Company B, 2c1
Regiment, commanded by Col. Gilman :l\Iarston, of Exeter, and
attached to the brigade commanded by Gen. Burnside. The regiment was conspicuously engaged in the first battle of Bull Run,
in which :\Ir. Burbank displayed that undaunted bravery which
animated him in all subsequent engagements. Upon the retreat,
he carried a comrade-Holmes-on his back for a long distance,
and after leaving him in the hospital, picked np the rifles thrown
away l1y others, haYing at one time five on his shoulders.
During the fall of 18G1 the regiment \Yas stationed at Chikamo:x:en. In the Peninsular campaign it took part in the battle of
\Yilliamsburg. In a letter to his Lrother he giyes an account of
the engagement:
'' 'Ye started at sunrise, and pushed rapidly forward, onr corps taking the central ronte,-Keyes on our right and Sumner on onr left.
Our division took the lead, and at six o'clock we were in sight of the
rebel entrenchments before 'Villiamsburg. The action soon commenced, and as the day progressed grew hotter, till by noon it was absolutely terrific. Our division, the rest of the corps failing to come up,
had to withstand the whole force of the enemy's centre; and right Yaliantly did they do it, as the record of the day's fight will show. Four
times were they driven hack, and as many times did they rally, andrecover the gronnd they had lost. Thus the battle raged till four o'clock,
when reinforcements so long looked for at last arrived, and decided the
battle in our favor, when the enemy, being driven hard into their entrenchments, and dal'kncss settling over the earth, ended hostilities for
the day.
"To add to our hard fighting, it rained in torrents all Jay, and the
men were completely drencheu. Many of the men when they went

327

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.

into the fight threw away their knapsacks, and without any shelter yon
may judge that our situation was not to be envied. Still, the men
were resolute in their determination to commence the fight the next
mornin g.

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

" Yesterday afteruoon I took a stroll over the battle-field, and the
sight that met my eyes was sickening in the extreme. Friend antl. foe
lay side by side in scores. Evidences of the fierceness of the fight were
everywh ere Yisible, and it 'vas easy to t1·ace the prog1·ess and success of
the figltt by the too visible marks of the strife. Language fails me to
describe the :-~ppearance of a battle-field after the contest is over. It
must he seen to be realized to its full extent."

For gallantry at \Yilliamsburg, he was made a corporal.
En!lOwl'cl with a strong constitution, he passed through all the
lumbhips of the Peninsular campaign, doing his duties whenever
callc•!l npon , notwithstanding the malaria of the Ch1ckahominy.
He was in the thick of the fight at the second Bnll Rnn hattie, in
which the regiment suffere!l seyerely. Defeat had followell defeat. The soldiers had lost confidence in the management of the
army. But there was no faltering of patriotism.
In a letter written Oct. 30th, 1SG2, is this outburst of loyalty:
"I, for one. :nn getting heartily sick of this war, and the way it is
condu cted. The fact is, there has been blood enough spilled and lives
enough sacrificed to have pnt down the Rebellion ere this if rightly
managed ; yet I do not wish to see it settled in any other way, and
willin gly devote the term of my enlistment to attain the end for which
the war was commenced. And yet, there are recreants North who
wonld advocate a compromise, or peace on any terms,-wbo would even
consent to sever this glittering chain of strength and glory. There are
traitor kuave::; who would lift their sacrilegious hands to break that
which God hath united, which man mnst not sever. Is there a man
now who dares to advocate a disunion of ttese blood-brightened links?
Palsied be hi s tongue to the very roof of his mouth, ere he can croak
out one wonl of disnnion!
'' Pardo11 this flight of words; but I feel that all the hindrances are
owing to this class of persons."

H e 1vas in the battle of Fredericksburg, in Franklin's corps,
where th e regiment sufferell severely. In th e battle of Gettyslmrg, the 211 N. H. was, at the heginning of the action on the
secowl clay, stationed in Sherfey's peach orchard, behind a rail
fenc e. Upon the aclYance of Longstreet's corps, it \Yas almost
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the first regiment to open fire .. JHr. Burbank fired twice at the
advancing skirmi~hcrs. After the second shot, he jumped upon
the fence to see its effect, when a ball \Yent through one of his
thighs, shattering the hone, and he fell to the ground. The enemy was close at hand-30,000 men achancing rapidly. The
whole of Sickle's line, in which \Y:ts the 2d :N. H., was forced
back, and Dm·bank was left upon the fiehl. During the \Yhole of
the contest, he was exposed to the fire of both armies. His
clothes were pierced with bullets. A \YomuleLl comrade, lying
near him, had his head taken off Ly a cannon lmll. During
the night of Thur~cby he was in the enemy's hands; lmt they
had so many of their own woumled to care for that they could
pay no attention to the Union \YOmHletl.
Through the contest of Friday he by there upon the ground,
exposed to the terri1le storm of shot and shell. On Satunby
afternoon he \Yas exposetl to a thunder-sho\Yer. The rn,in poured
in torrents. He soon found himself in n, pool. The \Yn,ter ran
till it coYered his bo<ly, n,ml he could only keep from drowning by
propping up his head with his lompsack. The \rater n,ssun,ged
the terrible fc'Yer that had set in from his \Yonnt1, and quite likely
sl:wed his life>, n,s mortification ere long mu~t haYe set in. Upon
the retreat of the enemy, Saturday night, he \Y:ts taken up l1y the
ambnln,nce corps, ha,·ing lain \rhere he fel1 from Thurstby afternoon, with nothing to eat hut the few cr::1ekcr::; in his knapsack.
He "·as taken to the ho~pital at Brattle1orough, Yt., where he
remained till his wound was hen,lecl. He wa::; :impn,tient to join
his regiment. He applied to be sent back, but the surgeon
wouhlnot giYe him permission, thinking he \ras not well t·nough.
One clay he wn,s fonntl mis::;ing, aml '· tleserter" \\·as \nitten
against his name. The return ·was sent to the colonel of the regiment; bnt before it reachetl tlwre, Burbank \Yas doing his tlnty in
the ranks n,s picket, hn,Ying Yolnntarily returned. His colonel ordered him into his presence, and contlemnetl him to haYe an achlitionn,l stripe sewetl npon his right n,nn, n,chancing him to the mnk
of sergeant. Nothing bnt an impediment of speech debarred him
from receh·ing n, commission. He \Yas in n,Jl of the Ln,ttles of the
Wilderness campaign :in \\·hich the 2d N. H. took pn,rt.
On the lGth of l\Iay, lSGJ, the regiment v.·as engaged \Yith the
enemy in front of Riehmoncl, when Burbank, who was in ach·ance
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of the skirmish lin e, fouml him self eonfrontetl by a relwl. They
were but a few rods apart. Both raisetl their guns antl fired at
the same instant. The rebel ft~Jl tll•a:d: with a bullet through his
brain, while the ball from the rehel's gun passetl through Burbank's cheek, making a fearful woum1, an!l disfiguring that side
of hi s fac e. He was taken to the hospital, and mustere<l out of
service, June 21, 18G-1, having taken part in more than thirty
engagemen ts.
\Yi thout any disparagement to the valor or braYery of others,
it may be saitl that he was one of the bravest of the lJI·an. He
S<'lTecl his eountry from motives of pure patriotism, and has left
an imperishable reconl.
His tleath, which occ urred in l\[ay, 18GG, wa s very sad. It was
from small-pox, in the hospital at :M anchester. Strangers only
could care for him in his last hours on earth.
He married l\Iiss Louisa Nichols, who died before the war,
leavi ng one child, a daughter, now liYing.
BURBAXK, FP.IEXD L.

Friend Little Bm·hank, el1lest son of Capt. Abraham and
(Call) Bm·bank, was born in Bosca"·en, ,Jan. 29, 180G. He
marrietl Dorothy Jackman, tbnghter of J oshua Jackm an, of Boscawen. He engagetl with his father in the ot:cupation of lumbering. Through life he has followed that t:alling, manufacturing
many millions of feet in the mills that now bear his nam e.
His fe llow-citizens have honored him by electing him repeatedly to manage the affairs of the town, and to represent them in
th e legislature [see Town Affairs].
~hry

BURBANK , DAYID E.

David Emery Burbank, son of Capt. Abraham and Polly
(Jackman) Burbank, was born in Boscawen, l\Iay 1G, 1822. He
marri ed :\Iary Elliot, of Canterlmry, in 1845, and followetl the occupation of merchant at Sweatt's mills for several years. He
was a prominent member of Boscawen Li ght Infantry, and was
captain of the corps when th e military system of the state was
disbanded, in 1840-50.
Upon the organization of \Yebster he was elected town-clerk,
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and was seiTing in that capacity when he entered the military service in 1863.
Upon the organization of the 16th N. H. regiment, he was
commissionetl first lieutenant, Company H, a position which he
filled .,.;,rith honor to himself and his fellow-citizens. His commission \Yas issned X oY. J, 1862. The regiment \vas ordered to the
Department of the Gulf under Gen. Banks, and, though not engaged in any great conflict, performed anluons duties on the
J\Iississippi, at Port Hmlson and other localities. Lieut. Burbank, in Gommon \Yith many of the regim ent, was prostrated by
sickness. The post physicians could hold out no hope fo r his
recoYer~· in that climate, and advised his return to the X orth as
his only chance for recoYery. The regiment bad n early filled its
term of enlistment, and he accordingly resigned his commission,
July 18, 18G3.
He reached home, prostrated by disease. 'fhe fatigues, hardships, aml malaria had so nmlermined a hardy constitution,
that many months passed before he regained his health. He \Yas
appointe<l postmaster at \Y est Bosra\.-en before the \Ynr, and
while absent ~Irs. Burbank performed the duties of the office, and"
com1uctel1 the hnsiness of the store.
He subsequently moYell to :X orwich, Yt., where he still Jiyes,
engaged in milling.
BUitBAXK, EZEKIEL W.

Ezekiel \Yehster Burllank, son of Capt. Abraham a})(l Polly
(Jackman) BnrlJank, "·as horn in Boscawen, June lG, 1829. He
married :Jlartha Ann Pilbbnr~·· daughter of Enoch Pillsbury, and
resided with his brother on the hom estead in Bas han.
Upon the organization of the 16th N. H. regiment he enlisted
in Company H. of \Yhich his brother, DaYid E., was second lieutenant. H e seiTecl "·ith honor, \Yas faithful in all his military
duties. as in (>Yerything else. He soon fell a Yictim to the malaria of the l\lississippi, and died at Bmshea City, :Jiay 27, 1863.
His "·as a character that won respect and confhlence. He was a
true citizen and an earnest Christian.
CALL, OLOFF HA.KSOX, REV.,

A natiYe of \\~arner, became a resident of Boscawen in 1840. He
went through the academical course at Tilton Conference Semi-
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nary, and the theological course at the Concord seminary, and
became a member of the New Hampshire Conference in 1804.
Under appointment from that body, he preached at HaYerhill, Bath,
Benton, \Yarren, :i\Iarlow, SeaLrook, Salem, Lomlomlerry, Newmarket, and at Amesbury, ::\Iass. He moved to Kansas in 1875,
where he is still engaged in the ministry.
CALL,

XATHA~,

:\I. D.,

Son of Sibs Call, was born in Boscawen Sept. 25, 1827. He attended the common school on North \Vater street, hnt, aside from a term
or two at an acaLlemy, haLl no other literary course. He l)egan the
stmly of medicine with Dr. E. K. \ V eLster on th e Plain, Feb. 20,
1851, attended two courses of lectures at Hanonr and one at
Bnms,Yick, graduating at Hanover in 18.:>4. He attended one
course of lectures at the New York J\Ieclical College, studied dissection with Dr. E. H. Parker, then of Conconl, and began practice with Dr. \\~ ebster in ::\Iarch, 1855, when he was appointed
assistant phyBician at the N. H. Asylum for the Insane, at Concord, uncler the superintendence of Dr. J. E. Tyler. His duties
-n·ere acceptably discharged while in that official position. In
1859 he> returne(l to Boscawen mul resum ed practice, where
h e remained till 186-l-, when he remoYe(l to Suncook He '>Yas
marri ed in 1850 to :Jfiss Charlotte :JI. Coll)y, of Contoocook, was
eleoteLl secretary of the N. H. ::\Iedical Society in 1862, retaining
the position till 1866. He tlied at Suncook, J nne, 187;3, after a
brief illness, greatly lamented. In early life h e connected himself
"·ith the Christian Baptist clmrch, and li YeLl a life consis tent
with his profession. As a citizen h e "\Yas highly esteemed, and as
a physician occupied a high rank
CALL, WII.LI.Al\I W.

\Yilliam \Yalker Call, son of Lemnel Call, was 1Jorn Jan. 13,
1822. He workeLl on his father's farm till arriving at majority,
haYin g no etlucational atl,·antages except those of the Llistrict
school. In the fall of 1848, while residing at Lawrence, 1\Iass.,
he rend in the Boston Journal the first report of the discoYery of
gold in California. During the winter, as the reports of the r ielmess
of the deposits were confirmed, h e determined to seek his fortune
in that land. In company "·ith his brother Jonas and l\[r. Bit-
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field Burbank, he started from Boscawen l\1ay 11. Reaching
New York he found there was little prospect of going to California by the Isthmus of Panama. He l'ouldnot think of the long
ocean Yoyage around Cape Horn, and determined to push west
across the plains. At three o'dock on the clay after his arriYal in
New York he was on the train, with his companions, for Pittsburgh. Reaching that city, he took passage on the steamer "Ben
\Vest," which left the next <lay for St. Louis. The "Ben \Y est"
was a new boat, making her first trip. At Cincinnati a fast
steamer, also bound for St. Louis, eame alongside, and attempted
to pass the ,; Ren \Y est." The result v.·as a race the entire disbnce, the captains, reekless of consequence~, feeding the furnaces
till the flames spouted from the tops of the chimne,ys. The new
boat won the race by seycral hours. l\Ir. Call was quite willing to make so quick a passage, as it bore him so much the faster
on his journey.
At St. Louis~ he and his companions pur~ha~ecl a few articles of
t heir outfit, and embarked by steamer up the :Missouri. The boat
was croiYded IYith l\Iormons. The cholera broke out, and the boat
stopped seYeral times to bury the dead. Thirty-one passengers
died in two and one half days hetween St. Louis and Iudepl·ndence. The party from Boscawen had the wisdom to remain on
the hurricane deck most of the time, and thus eseaped the contagion.
At Independence they purchased a wagon and four mules,
and loaded the wagon with proYisions. In New England they.
had been accustomed to using oxen and horses, and knew nothing
of the nature of mules; but ere long they clisco,·ered that a mule
has a nature of his own-a peeuli.ar nature, a propensity to kick
wagons into kindling-wood, to stop when he is so inclined, to
set firmly back in the harness at times. The mules \Yere nnlJroken. To control them, ropes were tied around the necks of the
leaders, and two of the party walked by their side. They
startecll\Iay 22. At the descent of the first hill, the mules, instead of holding haek, l_,roke into a rnu. In Yain the efforts of the
men holding the ropes to stop them. Do1Yn the hill they went,
making gootl time tovmrds California, till one fe11, alHl the others
piled on top of him, and t h e wagon aboYe them all. Then the
heels flew. In a fe'v seconds there were some kindling-wood and
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strips of harness lying around loose. \Vith much labor the pile
was di~ent:mgled, and the party was astonished to find no damage
don e to the mules, who shook themselves, and meekly gazed upon
the scene as if nothing in particular had happ(·uetl.
Knowing from experience that oxen were conservative in their
nature, and woulJ. exercise a healthful influence upon such~ team,
one of the party returned to InJ.epewlence, pnrchaseJ. a yoke of
well-trained steers, hitched them to the team, and there "·ere no
mord stampedes nor settings l)ack in the harn ess.
The party joined a great train of fellow-tmvellers, experienced
all the han1ships of the long journey, lasting one hundred and
two days, when they reached P·leasant valley in California on
Sept. ~.
l\Ir. Call and his companions took np a claim near \Veaverville,
and worke<l till dri,ren ont by the fall mins, when they made their
way to Sacram ento. The yield of gol<1 was about $20 a day.
As no lJnsiness offered at Sacramento, the party proceeded to San
Franci:;;co, and pitched their tent at the foot of J\Ii::;sion street, obtained a ho:1t, boan1ed ships as they arrived, and purchased flour,
potatoe;;;, and other provisions, which they retailed at a -gooJ. profit, returning to the min e::; in the spring.
After a year awl a half of absence, 1\Ir. Ca11 visit ed Boscawen,
and removed his family to San Francisco, wl1ere he still resides.
CALL,

JO~ AS,

The third son of Lemuel Call, was 1Jorn m Boscawen, April
He attended the district school, and by dint of hard
la1or was able to attend Blanchard academy, Pembroke, ten
weeks.
Arriving at his majority, he began the battle of life-taught
school in winter, and worked at va1·ious occupations in summer.
\Vhen the news was recei,red of the discovery of gold in California, he was in :Maine. Upon the receipt of a letter from his
brother \Villiam, at Lawrence, requesting his opinion in regarJ.
to a trial of their fortunes in the land of gold, the younger brother,
inst ead of replying by letter, answered in person, reat1y to start
at once.
Some of the incidents of the journey are set forth in the biographical notice of his brother \Villiam.
~4, 1S~G.
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1\Ir. Jonas Call, while in the mines, discoYered that the profits
of a boarding-house-especially one for miners, where the boarder
settled his account prOinptly-"\Yere quite as great in the long
run as rocking the mining-cradle; and he turned his attention to
that business. He "\Yas also successful in mining. He saw, also,
that San Francisco "\Yas destin ed to be a great metropolis, and
secured a plot of land in the suburbs, which has greatly increased in ,·alne.
He Yisited the East after an absence of se,·eral years, and married 1\Iiss J\Iary A. Stone, of Acton, :Mass., and returned to California.
:1\Ir. Call again visited the East, and took up his residence for
one season on the old homestead, enjoying r est and relaxation
after years of business activity.
H e returned to California in 1873, and emharked in a new
mining enterprise, which has yielded large returns.
During the reign of the ,·igilance committee in San Francisco,
when the law-and-order-abiding citizens took possession of the
city government, which had fallen into the hands of a set of
thieYes and murderers, J\Ir. Call was on the side of law. He shouldered his rifle, took his plnce in the ranks, and aided in purging
the body politic.
CASS,

JOXATHAX.

One of the first houses built "\Yest of Blackwater riYer was
erected by Jonathan Cass. father to Hon. Lewis Cass. He moYed
from Exeter to BoscaiYen, and settled near Long pond, on the
farm now occupied by the Yenemhle DaYid Sweat. 'The cellar is
near iiir. S\Yeafs house. i\Ir. Cass "\Yas a blacksmith, and did all
the smithing for the entire region. He was an upright and honorable man, a good workman and citizen.
Hon. Lewis Cass was horn in Exeter, and ne\'"er lind in Boscawen. 1\Ir. Cass's "\Yife died in Exeter~ aml he having married
a second time moYe<l to Boscawen, "\Yhere he had a son, Barnard,
born to hiu:.., v.-!10 moyed to 1\Iuskingum, Ohio.
COFFIX, PETER, CAPT .

He "\Yas l,orn in Newbury, :May 21, 1722, son of J olm and
Judith (Greenleaf) Coffin, and was a nephew of CoL Joseph Coffin,
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clerk of the proprietors of Contoocook H e marri ed Tiebecca
H aseltine, of Chester, moved to Concord in 11GG, and to Boscawen
in 11 G8-G~l He settled on \Yatc·r street, erecting the house occupi ed thrmlgh life by his son rrhomas.
At that time tlwrc were but two, or, at th e most, three, houses
in what is no w the to,,·n of \Vel>ster. His hou se became the convenient stopping-place for all new set tlers. Capt. Coffin soon
had corn to sell; and no matter how scarce the gra.in, or how
high the current price, he never mn.de a man 's necessity his own
opportunity. He \Yas known as th e poor man's friend.
He l1ad no desire for public office•, and when chosen constable,
when the tO\Yn wonlfl not accept hi s declination, hiretl Benjamin
Eastma.n to perform his duti es.
H e was an ardent patriot during the ReYolution, alH1 although
there is no recon1 of his election as delegate to the Pnwincial
congress, held at Exeter, April 21, 1775, ,ret hi s name appears on
the l ist as a member of that all-important l.H)tly. He served
in the campaign of 1177, upon the approach of Burgoyne.
H e was eYer ready to support th e reli gions institutions of the
day, was a liberal, large-h earted man, r espected and belovetl. He
died r-;wldenly, D ec. 15, 1780.
COFFIX, TIEDECCA H.

R ebecca Haseltine, wife of Capt. Peter Coffin, was boru in
Chester, N. H. She was married in th e fall of 1168. During the sum mer Capt. Coffin had erected the frame of a honse
now occupi ed by :Mr. Colby, on \Yater stree t. The masons had
constructed th e chimney, the boanh; and shingles were on the
sicles and roof, and th e south-west corner room had been partiti01wcl off, when the yonng hricle, seatecl on a pillion behind her
hu!:ibant1, reached her future home. Their honse '"as on the frontier of eiviliza.tion. Posf:. ibly two imlivicluals had gone lJeyoncl
them, to Corse r hill ancl Blackwater, bnt the only road was a cartpath over t he rocks and hillocks, con1nroyed upon the marshy
places.
rrhe newly marri ed coupl e were beginning life. They had few
household articles,-a lJccl, kettle, frying-pan, ''"ooden or pewter
plates, a knife and fork each, and a few other honsehold articles,all of which were packed upon a led horse; but they had strong
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hands, and were undaunted by the hardships and trials before
them.
\Yhile the husband \Yas making the woods bow before his
stnrcly strokes, the wife kept the IYheel humming or the loom in
action from morn till night. She was a thrifty woman, looking
ever after the savings as well as the earnings. She was at the
same tim e liberal and kind, relieving the wants of those \Yho were
having a hard time in life.
Dea. Enoch Little, who often 1vhen a boy ate a howl of bread
and milk in her house, was accustomed to say, that if it had not
been for the kindness of Capt. and 1\Irs. Coffin, his father's family
would haYe found it hard to get through their first year in
Bosca\Yen.
l\frs. Coffin was intensely patriotic, and v.-hen the stamp act imposed a duty on tea, she resolutely put away the few ounces in
her cacllly, and would not have any of it used until the act was
repealed.
In 1177, when the order came for Capt. Peter Kimhall's company to march to Dennington, there were bYo soldiers who had
no shirts to wear. l\Irs. Coffin had a web parti:tlly woYen in the
loom. Seizing her shears she cut out what she had woYen, sat
up through the night, and made two shirts; and in the morning
the soldiers, thus provided for, took their places in the ranks.
That was on the morning of July 4th. On the 15th of the
same month she gaye birth to her second son, Thomas. A month
passed. On the lGth of August the Yictory of Bennington \Yas
won. :Messengers brought the glad ne\Ys, and Capt. Coffin, \Yho
had been out in a previous campaign, started once more, leaying
his energetic 1vife 1vith fiye children,-the oldest a boy of seven
years, the youngest an infant of fiye weeks.
The wheat was dead ripe; the birds 1vere deyouring it; the
\\inds were scattering the grains. It must be gathered ;-but who
could gather it, "-hen nearly eYery a1le-boclieJ citizen was hastening to driYe back the enemy? She remembered that Enoch
Little, who had moYed to Little hill a few months before, had several sons, for she had supplied them with bread and milk the
preYions summer, while l\Ir. Little was rearing his cabin. Possibly sh e might obtain one of the boys. She leayes the fonr oldest children at home, in the care of the eldest, Enoch, the boy of
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seven years, mounts the mare, takes her infant of five weeks in
her arms, rides through the forest, along the blazed path, fording
Beaver-tlam brook, climbing Corser hill, fording the Blackwater,
making her way to the log cabin of l\fr. Little, to find that the
three eldest sons are in the army,-that the only boy who can
aid her is Enoch, fourteen years old.
"Enoch can go, bnt he has no clothes," is the answer of l\frs.
Little to l\Irs. Coffin's request.
The boy has no coat, vest, hat, stockings, or shoes. His only
garments are a ragged pair of tow-and-linsey pants, and a ragged shirt.
"I can provide him with a coat," is the reply.
The boy leaps upon the pillion, and the mother, with the infant
in her arms, rides back through the forest to her home.
Enoch Little is no ordinary boy. He hears the birds in the
'voods,-but he has work to do, and plies the sickle, while l\frs.
Coffin, in the house, is making him a coat. She has no cloth, but
she has a meal-bag; and cutting a hole for his head, two holes for
his arms, and, sewing on the legs of a pair of her own long stockings for sleeves, the garment is complete!
Then going into the field, she lays her infant beneath the
shade of a tree, and binds the sheaves ! So she serves her country; so does what she can for human freedom.
She survived her husband many years. She was a woman of
great energy of character, and trained her sons to prize character
above everything else. All honor to her memory.
COFFI~,

CHARLES CARLETON,

\Vas born in Boscawen J u]y 26, 1823, son of Thomas and Hannah
(Kilburn) Coffin. His education, beyond the advantages of the
district school, ·was obtained at the academy on the Plain, and
one term at Blanchard academy, Pembroke. During the winter
of 1842, more for pastime than from any plan for the future, he
studied land surveying and the rudiments of civil engineering.
The time soon came when the slight knowledge thus obtained
could be turned to account. He joined the engineers' corps
in the preliminary surveys of the Northern Railroad in 1845, and
was employed upon its construction in 1846, also upon the pre-
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liminary survey of the Concord & Portsmouth road, and later
upon the Concord & Claremont.
He was married Feb. 18, 1846, to :Miss Sallie Russell Farmer,
daughter of Col. John Farmer, and sister of Prof. 1\Ioses G. Farmer. He purchased a farm on Pleasant street, now owned by
Mr. Tyler Sweatt, but health failing, decided to turn his attention
to other pursuits. This determination was brought about by the
favor with which some fugitive contributions to the newspapers
of the clay were received by the public. His first article was published in 18-15, in the Congregational Journal, published in Concord. He contributed to the Granite Farmer, printed at 1\Ianchester, and to the New IIampshire Statesman; was one of the
founders of the N. H. State Agricultural Society, ancl an active
member.
In the fall of 1849, Mr. Coffin constructed a telegraph line connecting the Astronomical Obsenatory of Harvard College in Cambridge with the telegraph lines in Boston, for the purpose of putting it in connection with other observatories; and in 1851 had
charge of the construction of the telegraphic fire-alarm for the city
of Boston, under the care of Prof. l\1. G. Farmer, and gave the
first alarm ever given by telegraph, April 29, 1852.
While performing these duties he found time to continue his
contributions to the press. Some stories entitled "The Old l\Ian's
:Meditations," contributed to the Boston T1-ctveller, may be found
in Littell's Living Age, 1852. Some lines,-" Death at Sunset,"
-contributed to the Iinickerbocker, have become one of the
selections of lyceum readers. 1\Iany of his contributions at this
time were to the Boston JJiuseum, a literary journal. He occasionally reported meetings am1 agricultural fairs for the daily
press, and was employed as assistant editor of the Pract?"cal Farmer, an agricultural journal conducted by Col. \Vm. S. King.
From 1854 to 1860 1\fr. Coffin was employed on several of the
newspapers published in Boston,-the Journal, Atlas, Traveller,
Bee, and Transcript,-and during the winter of 1860-61 was
employed as night editor of the Boston Journal. The Southern
states were then seceding, the peace congress was in session, and
J\fr. Coffin, during the long hours of the night, had time for
reflection upon the events of the hour, and saw, what all men did
not see, that a conflict of arms was approaching. He· was then a
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resident of l\falden, and, the morning after the surrender of Fort
Sumter, took measures for the calling of a public meeting of the
citizens of that town to sustain the President,-one of the first
of the meetings held throughout the country.
Upon the breaking out of the war, l\Ir. Coffin became a correspondent of the Journal, writing over the signature of" Carleton,"
was present at the first battle of Bull Run, reached \Vashington
during the night, and sent a full account of the action on the following morning.
In the fall he joined the Army of the \Vest, sent an account of
the taking of Fort Henry, which was republished in the papers of
New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore, before any other account
was published. Comprehending the craving of the public for
information, and the importance of having his correspondence
appear before any other, he took the first train from Cairo, wrote
his account in the cars, which when completed was placed in the
hands of an express messenger, while the writer returned to his
post of observation. By adopting this method, the Boston Journal was placed ahead of all its contemporaries, and published the
account two days before any other paper in the country heard
from its correspondent.
Mr. Coffin was at the surrender of Fort Donelson, reported the
movements of the Army of the \Vest from Pittsburg Landing to
Corinth, the operations at Island No. 10, New l\Iadrid, :b"'ort Pillow, and the battle of the gunboats at l\Iemphis, viewing it from
the deck of one of Admiral Davis's vessels.
Returning to the Army of the Potomac, he witnessed the battles
of Antietam and Fredericksburg. Knowing that a powerful fleet
of monitors was on its way to attack Fort Sumter, he visited the
Department of the South, and witnessed the attack and repulse,
and also the failure at Fort McAllister.
During twelve days of the Gettysburg campaign, l\fr. Coffin rode
between 250 and 300 miles in the saddle, more than 900 in the
cars, was on the ba.ttle-field three days and nights, and wrote a full
and elaborate account, which was republished in many papers
throughout the country, and was translated and copied by the
press of Berlin and Paris.
\Vhen Gen. Sherman reached the sea-coast l\fr. Coffin hastened
South, and the information that the flag of the Union was once
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more floating over Sumter was first given to the world through
the Journal, and was telegraphed over the country before any
paper in New York had possession of the intelligence.
In the campaign of 1864, the Journal's correspondent was an
eye-witness of every engagement from the "\Vilderness to Petersburg, and of nearly all the battles around Petersburg and Richmond, which city he entered upon its occupation by the Union
troops.
The correspondence of Mr. Coffin was accepted by the public
as authentic, and gave the Boston Journal a wide circulation.
The edition containing the account of the battle of Gettysburg exceeded one hundred and twenty thousand copies, while the daily
circulation not unfrequently reached eighty thousand. His letters
were regularly read by more than a quarter of a million of people.
Upon the breaking out of the war between Austria, on the one
side, and Prussia and Italy on the other, in 1866, l\Ir. Coffin, accompanied by l\frs. Coffin, sailed for Europe ; but Austria, having
been crippled by the single battle of Konnigratz, a truce was declared. l\fr. Coffin remained abroad, however, writing a series
of letters on current events. He visited Italy; saw the occupation
of Venice by the Italians; r eported the Paris exhibition of 1866;
reported the scenes in the House of Parliament in England on
the reform bill; was present at the coronation of the emperor of Austria as king of Hungary; made the acquaintance
of many of the public men of Europe ; visited Greece, Turkey,
Syria, Palestine, and Egypt ; embarked at Suez for Bomb:ty ;
travelled across India, before the completion of the railroad ; visited l\falacca, Singapore, Hong Kong, and Shanghai ; sailed up
the Yang-tse six hundred miles; visited Japan; crossed the Pacific to California ; and crossed the plains before the completion of
the Pacific Railroad,-having been absent two years and fiye
months. His correspondence during these years was widely read.
Of books, 1VIr. Coffin has published "l\Iy Days and Nights on
the Battle-Field," issued 1863 ; " Following the Flag," 1865 ;
"\Vinning his "\Vay," 1865 ; "Four Years of Fighting," 1866 ;
"Onr New \V ay Round the \V orld," 1869; "The Seat of Empire,"
1871; "Caleb Krinkle," 1874; "The Boys of '76," 18'76. Another
volume, "The Story of Liberty," will be issued in the spring of
1878.
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The honorary degree of A. l\L was conferred upon him by
Amherst college in 1870. He is an active member of the New
England Genealogical and Historical Society, and has contributed
to the library of that institution many valuable manuscripts relating to the late Rebellion. He has been elected a member of the
American Geographical Society, honorary member of the N. H.
Historical Society, and member of the American Association for
the Advancement of Science.
He has made many addresses on public occasions, and giYen
more than five hnnclred lectures before lyceums. He gaye the
centennial oration in his native town, July 4, 1876, and at the
reque::;t of his fellow-citizens has compiled the history of Boscawen
and \Vebster.
COFFIN, NEHEMIAH C.

Nehemiah Cogswell Coffin, son of :1\foses and Susanna (Farnum)
Coffin, was born ~larch 24, 1815. He prepared for college at
:Meriden academy, graduated at Dartmouth in 1836, taught the
academy at \Volfe borough two years, studied theology at Amlover,
~lass. , and at Lane Seminary, Cincinnati, was ordained pastor of
the Presbyterian church, Fearing, Ohio, Sept. 10, 1843. From
thence he removed to Bremen, Ohio, where he preached two years,
and from thence to Hebron, Ohio, where he remained six years.
In 1851 he became connected with the female seminary at
Granville, and was pastor at Piqua, Ohio, from 1852 to 1860.
His health failing, he removed to Marblehead, near Sandusky,
and gave his attention to the cultivation of the grape, thinking
by rural occupation to regain his health. He married l\Iiss Susan
Rust, of \Volfe borough [see Gen.]. He died Jan. 9, 1868, after
a life of much usefulness, lamented by all who knew him.
CORSER, REV. ENOCH,

\Vas born in Boscawen Jan. 2, 1787. · He was the son of David
Corser, and great-great-grandson of John, who (as is believed) was
born in Scotln.nd in 1678, emigrated to this country about 1690
[see Gen.].
Possessing an active intellect and a natural fondness for study,
Enoch Corser early decided to obtain a liberal education. After
a term of study at Salisbury academy, he completed his pre-
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paratory course under the tuition of Rev. Samuel \Vood, was admitted to 1\lidulebury college, Vt., 1807, and graduated in 1811.
Upon leaving college he opened a grammar school in Danvers,
Mass., following the occupation two and a half years, when he began the study of theology with Rev. \Valter Harris, D. D., of
DunLarton, and in the following year, 1815, was licensed to
preach. After some months of labor at l\Iiddleton, 1\Iass., and
Colebrook, N. H., he began preaching in Loudon, where he was
settled in :March, 1817. In the following ~lay he married l\Iiss
Sally Gerrish, daughter of Col. Joseph Gerrish, of Boscawen.
He remained in Louclon till 1837, ·when, after preaching a short
time at :l\Ieredith Village, he accepted a situation ·with the church
at Sanbornton Bridge, preaching as "stated supply," teaching
also a part of the time in the academy till 1843. During the following year he supplied the church at Plymouth, and at Lyndon,
Vt. In 1845 he began pastoral labor at Epping, where he remained till 1848, when he Temoved to Boscawen, supplying the
pulpit at Fisherville am1 other places.
In 1850, while fulfilling an engagement at \Varner, he was
prostrated by paralysis, but from which he recovered, anu began
preaching again in his olJ. parish in Loudon, where he remained
two years, till prostrated by sickness. He continued to reside
in Boscawen till his death, Jan. 17, 1868.
He was a man of great intellectual ability, rarely wrote his discourses, was earnest, forcible, and at times eloquent in the presentation of truth, an excellent pastor, and beloved by those lrho
attended npon his ministrations.
CORSER, CALEB B., COL.

He was the second son of David and Judith (Burbank) Corser,
and was born in Boscawen Oct. 14, 1803. His father's family
emigrn,ted to western New York, 1821, and settled first near
Canandaigua, anu from thence removed to Ogden, :Monroe county.
He was united in marrin.ge, 1828, to Henrietta S. Spencer, of
Spencerport, who died in 1840. His second wife was R. 1\Iaria
Chapman, of East Haddam, Conn., v;ho survins him.
He 'Yas a farmer, but was elected a magistrate, and during his
term of office, which continued for more than twenty years, none
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of his decisions were overruled by a higher court. One marked
feature was hi s promptness in th e di scharge of every duty. His
word was as good as his lwnd. H e was aliYe to all pro gressive
movements, plain in his manner of life, and liberal in his benefactions.
During th e outbreak npon the Canadian fronti er he commanded
a r egimell t of rifl emen, hut th ere was no occasion for actnal service. H e was often called npon to serve th e pnblic as a member
of th e stn.te assembly. In 18G3 he settled in H ochest er, where
he di ed April 2G, 1875, honored and r espected by his fellowcitizen s.
C IIA~DLER,

AI3IEL R.

Ahi el R olfe Chandler was born in Boscawen Aug. 25, 1805, son
of N n.thn.n and Jan e (Rolfe) Chandler. H e marri ed Eliza J. 1\Torrison, of Boscawen, and se ttl ed on a hrm west of F ishervill e. He
" ·as seYC>ral years selectman and representa-tive [ see Town Officers]. In 18[)2 he moved to Lawrence, accepting a situation in
th e employ of the E ssex co mpany, wher e he still r esides [see
Gen.].
CO GS WELL, JOHN C. ,

Cam e t o B oscawen at th e date of hi s first marriage, N ovember,
1821, purchased the pbce now owned by '1'. P. Hay mond, and establi shed himself in th e business of tanning anti currying, in which
he was emin ently successful. H e was a valua11 e and highly
estee med citizen, holtling during hi s life several town offices of r espon sibility. His death occurred Jan. 14, 1841. H e was a lineal
descendant of L ord Humphrey Cogswe11, an English nobleman of
th e fifte enth centnry, and of John Cogswell, a London merchant,
who came to this country in 1G35, and settled in Essex, l\Iass.,
then called Chebacco, where many of his descendants now reside.
C Ul{RIER, l\IOOD,Y, HO N.,

\Vas born in Boscaw en, April 22, 180G. At an early age his
parents moved t o Dunbarton, and th ence to B ow, wh ere hi s early
years were passed on a farm, attending the district school about
six weeks <luring the 'vinter. H e had an insatiable des ire for
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information, and devoured all the books he could lay his hands on,
reading through the long winter evenings by the light of a pitchpine knot, or a tallow candle.
He fitted for college at Hopkinton academy, and graduated at
Dartmouth in 1834.
Soon after leaving college he taught school in Concord, and, in
company with Ron. Asa Fowler, edited the New IIampsldre Literary Gazette. He was afterwards principal of the Hopkinton
academy for one year, and in 1836 became principal of the high
school at Lowell, l\Iass. He held that position for fiye years, and
in 1841 removed to l\Ianchester, where he has since continued to
reside. During his residence at Hopkinton and Lowell he studied law, and on going to .l\Ianchester was admitted to the bar,
and became a law partner with Ron. George \V. Morrison. In
1842 he purchased an interest in a weekly newspaper, the .Jianchester Democrat, and deYoted a part of his time to editorial
labors for about a year. His partnership with l\Ir. :Morrison was
dissolved in 1843, but he continued in the practice of his profession independently until1848. In that year the Amoskeag Bank
was organized, and he became its cashier, and has continued in
the banking business since that time.
Upon the organization of the Amoskeag SaYings Bank, in 1852,
he became its treasurer, and still holds the office. \Yhen the
Amoskeag National Bank was organized to succeed the old Amoskeag Bank, in 1864, he bc;came its president. He has been a director in the People's Bank at l\fanchester since it "·as organized,
in 1874 ; a director in the Blodgett Edge '.ruol Company during
the existence of the corporation; president and treasurer of the
Amoskeag Axe Company since its organization, in 1862; a director in the l\Ianchester Gas Light Company since 18G2 ; a director
in the l\Ianchester :Mills since the organization of the corporation,
in 1874; treasurer of the Concord & Portsmouth Railroad Company since 1856 ; treasurer of the Concord Railroad Company in
1871 and 1872; and is now treasurer of the New England Loan
Company, and president of the Eastern Ra.ilroad Company in ~ ew
Hampshire.
He was clerk of the New Hampshire senate in 1843 and 1844,
and was elected a member of that body from the third district in
1856 and 1857, and was president of the senate in the latter
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year. He was elected councillor in 18GO and 1861, and was chairman of the war committee of the council during the first fifteen
months of the -war of the Rebellion. In that position he exhibited great ability and energy, and rendered efficient sen·ice to the
state and the nation. He entered with his 'Yl10le soul into the
business of raising and equipping troops, and won grl'nt praise
from all parties for his efforts in this direction. The first eight
regiments of infantry, the 1st New Hampshire Battery, together
with four companies of cantlry and three companies of sharpshooters, were organized, equipped, and sent to the front with the
utmost despatch, whil e l\Ir. Currier was at the head of the war
committee. In compliment to him, the rendezvous of the 8th Regiment at Manchester was named "Camp Currier."
Mr. Currier has been three times marri ed. His first wife was
l\Iiss Lucretia. Dnstin, to whom he was married December 8, 1836.
His second wife, to whom he was married September 5, 1847, was
J\Iiss Mary \Y. Kidder. He was married to Miss Hannah A.
Slade, his present wife, November 1G, 1869.
He has had three children, one of whom, Charles J\I. Currier,
survives, and is the teller of the Amoskeag National Bank.
J\Ir. Currier has an ardent temperament, and versatile talent.
His practical judgment is shown in the succe::;s of the banking institntions which he has managed for many years, and abo in the
success of the various other enterprises with which he has been
connected in an official capacity. He is methodical and cautious
in his habits, and has always sustained the reputation of being
honorable and upright in all his business relations.
H e maintains a high rank as a. scholar, and, nnlike many other
men who haYe enjoyed the advantages of a liberal education, he
has throughout his whole life taken a strong interest in the study
of literatnrr, science, and philosophy. He retains a taste for the
ancient classics, and is quite familiar with the French, German, and
several other modern languages; he has written many pieces of
poetry, at interrals of leisure, which are very creditable in taste
and composition. lie is an independent thinker upon all subjects, aml, though he is decided in his conYictions and frank in
the avowal of his opinions, cherishes a tolerant spirit, and entertains the highest respect for those with whom he is obliged to
differ.
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By industry and prudence he has acquired a handsome fortune,
and his residence is a model of taste. He is liberal in his
gifts to 'vorthy objects, and especially to those which relate to intellectual culture. In 1876 he presented to the :Manchester city
library upwards of seven hundred volumes of valuable hooks,stanclard, classical, illustrated, ecclesiastical, and scientific. These
books were numbered ancl classed in the catalogue of the library
as the "Currier donation." In acknowledgment of this generous
gift, resolutions of thanks to :Mr. Currier were passed in both
branches of the city government, and by the board of trustees of
the city library.
H e has been for many years a member of the Unitarian society
of Manchester, and one of its most liberal benefactors.
DI:X:, Tll\IOTIIY, LIEUT.-COL.

The sn bject of this notice, after having passed several years as
a clerk in the mercantile house of Col. :l\1eans, at Amherst, N. H.,
settled in Boscawen with hi.s father, Timothy Dix, and his granclfather, Jonathan Dix, about the year 1790. The latter died in
Boscawen at the age of 94 years, and his son at Pembroke,
in 1824, at the age of 73. Timothy Dix, Sr., the father of
Col. Dix, was for several years post-master on Boscawen Plain,
and is noticecl in the historical collections of the state as distinguished for "integrity, faithfulness, firmness, promptitude, decision, and strong attachment to the cause of his country."
He raised a company of soldiers during the Re,'olutionary war,
and was familiarly known during his life as Lieut. Dix.
Col. Timothy Dix was a man of great activity and enterprise,
and gave a vigorous impulse to improvements in the to,vu, and
particularly in the village of his residence, known as Boscawen
Plain.
The character of the district school, " 'hich was far in advance
of most others at that period, was largely due to hi.s earnest and
persevering efforts. The teachers were usually engaged by him,
and were selected with a careful regard to their talents and social
standing. Among them were Gen. Fessenden, of Portlaml, l\Ie.,
father of the late senator from that state, and the accomplished
Grace Fletcher, the first wife of Daniel \V ebster.
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\Vhile Col. Dix was engaged in mercantile transactions, on an
extended scale for a country merchant, he purchased a township
in the northern part of the state, which benrs his nnme, nnd
which hns recently become renowned for its bol(l and romantic
scenery. By the terms of the sale, he was to make certain impronments within a given time; but in consequence of severe
losses in his business, caused chiefly hy the embargo lluring the
administrations of Jc·fferson and ~Iallison, he was m1able to fulfil
his engagements, and the ownership of the town passed into other
hands.
At the commencement of the war of 1812, he was appointed a
major in a New IIamps hire regiment, and was soon afterwards
transferred to the 14th Regiment of U. S. Infantry, a battalion of
which was recruited nnder his superintendence, in 1\laryland.
Early in the spring of 1813 he marched from Baltimore to
Sackett's Harbor with the troops he had raised, and in the fall of
that year he was promoted to the rank of lieutenant-colonel, the
colonel having been captured by the enemy on the Niagara frontier. He took command of the entire regiment.
Ife had been prostrated by fever during the summer, and was
offered the command of Sackett's Harbor by Gen. \Vilkinson, when
the latter 'vas organizing his expedition down the St. Lawrence
against :\Iontreal, and though strongly solicited by physicians to
remain, he refused to giYe np command of his regiment, which
formed a part of the expedition.
In the descent of the St. Lawrence it constituted the rear
guard uf the army, which was encamped on the Canadian bank of
the river, near Chrystler's fields, on the 10th of October. Early in
the morning it was attacked by a fleet of British gunboats, which
hung upon tho rear of the American forces, and brought on the
battle on the 11th. He had the day before been seized with a violent inflammatory attack of pneumonia, and was borne hy his
• son, John A. Dix, arul two other officers of his regiment, under the
fire of the enemy, to his boat, in which he died two days afterwards.
Col. Di:s: was not only a man of excellent business capacity, of
unconquerable lletermination in all be undertook, and of indefatigable industry, but he was an accomplished Jraughtsman, a tasteful musician, and a leader among his fellow-citizens in all intel-
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lectual pursuits and undertakings. His descendants haYe inherited his fondness for mental and personal accomplishments, and
some of them have acquired a distinguished reputation in the
field, in the forum, in literature, and in the fine arts. He was a
man of fine presence, of remarkably courteous and gentlemanly
bearing, and carried into his intercourse with others a degree of
frankness and freedom from assumption which won for him the
kind feeling of those with whom he was associated. He was for
several years the representative in the legislature of the town
which he had greatly benefited by his enterprise and by the special
exertions which he made to promote the interests of education.
DIX, JOHN ADAMS, GOV.

John Adams Di:x: was born in Boscawen, N.H., on the 24th day
of July, A. D. 1798. His father, Col. Timothy Dix, Jr., was one of
the most enterprising citizens of the town. His grandfather, Timothy Dix, is still rem em be red hy some of the survivors of the period
as an upright and intelligent man, and as post-master for many
years. His great-grandfather, Jonathan Dix, died in the Yillage
at the age of 94.
John Adams Dix, when ten years of age, was placetl under the
tuition of the Rev. Dr. \Vood, by whom many of the first young
men in the state of New Hampshire were trained in classical literature for college. The following year he was sent to Salisbury
academy, of which Col. Long, afterwards an eminent topographical
engineer in the service of the United States, was preceptor. In
1810 he became a student at Exeter academy, during the presidency of the Rev. Dr. Abbot, and there continued his classical
studies. In both those institutions he gaYe promise of the distinction which he gained in after years as a public speaker. At
the commencement of the year 1811 his father sent him to a college in :1\lontreal, for the purpose of ac•1uiring the French language,
where he remained until July, 1812. In that month all Americans
upwards of fourteen years of age were ordered to leave Canada, in
consequence of the declaration of war by the United States against
Great Britain. From July to December he continued his studies
under private tutors in Boston, and made rapid progress in Latin,
Greek, Spanish, mathematicsJ and elocution.
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In December, 1812, he receiYed his first commission in the army,
and was ordered to report to his father, who was then in 1\Iaryland,
raising the 14th Regiment of Infantry. In 1\Iarch, 1813, he resigned his cadet's appointment, received the commission of ensign
in his father's regiment, and in the following month joined the
army at Sackett's Harbor. His father, being then in command
of the 14th Infantry, was attacked by severe illness, which increased to such a degree that he was unable to walk; and he
was borne, by his son and a brother officer, under the fire of the
enemy, on the morning of the battle of Chrystler's fields, to a boat
on the St. Lawrence, in which he died as the army was landing at
French :Mills. During the war, young Dix,-who, before he was
fifteen years of age, was acting adjutant of an indepemlent battalion of the regular army, commanded by l\1ajor Timothy Upham,
-filled several staff appointments, and was afterwards for several
years aide-de-camp to l\Iajor-General Jacob Brown, when the btter was at the head of the American army. \Vhile hohling these
appointments, with a view to returning to private life he commencetl the stmly of the law, under \Villiam \Virt, then attorneygeneral of the United States. On resigning his commission in
the army: he was admitted to the bar in the city of \Vashington.
In 1828, at the village of Cooperstown, N. Y., 1\Tr. Dix commenced the practice of the law. In 1831, he received the appointment of adjutant-general of the state, and remo,red to Albany.
In 1833, he was made secretary of the state. \Vhile adjutantgeneral, he made a report on the militia system; and while secretary of state, he made a report on the education of common-school
teachers, and another on the geology of the state. These papers
are marked by extraordinary ability, and have ever been regarded
as standards in those departments of knowledge. He was called
upon, without previous consultation with him, by the legislature,
to report a plan for a geological smTey, in the spring of 1835 ;
and, without any previous knowledge on the subject, he prepared
himself, by indefatigable labor during the summer, for the performauce of the service, and was able to present his report at the
opening of the session of t-he legislature in the ensuing January.
It was adopted, anu macle the basis of the important work, whose
record, in some twenty quarto volumes, is well known to the scientific community.
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General Dix went to Europe in the year 1842, and returned in
In January, 1845, he was chosen a senator of the United
States in place of Silas \Vright, who had been elected governor
of the state of New York in the month of November preceding.
His first effort \vas a speech on the Oregon question, delivered in
the senate, Feb. 18 and 19, 1846. It placed him at once in the
front rank of public orators and statesmen. \Vhen he took his
seat, Col. Benton, the veteran senator from lVIissouri, rose and
said," I propose to speak to a branch of this question-not the
branch of it on which the senator from New York on my right [l\1r.
Dix] has spoken. If I had intended to speak on that branch,
I should have given up the design after hearing his speech
of yesterday and to-day. It l1as left nothing for me to say on the
point of title, familiar as I have been with that subject for thirty
years. He has placed the American title to the Columbia and to
the coast north of it on ground from which it can never be removed, and which must put an end to the argument wherever that
speech is read. A speech more perfect in its proofs, better sustained by history, more crowded with material pertinent to the issue, more satisfactory to all lovers of truth and justice, more
judiciously conceived and vigorously executed, I have never
heard delivered; and I make my congratulations to that senator
on the senice he has rendered to his country, and the honor he
has gained for himself by its delivery."
The position thus acquired was in no respect impaired by his
subsequent serYice in the senate. In his speeches on the warehouse system, French spoliations, the :Mexican war, the Roman
mission, slavery, and other questions, he displayed the same ability and thorough mastery of his subjects. Charles Sumner once
said, to a friend, that he should recommend to any young man, preparing himself for public life, to study the speeches of Gen. Dix
in preference to any others, as models of ability, eloquence, and
senatorial dignity.
In the year 1853, at the urgent request of President Pierce, he
accepted the office of assistant treasurer in the city of New York,
and was relieved, at his own solicitation, at the end of six months,
after having received and disbursed some sixty millions of dollars.
Early in 1860, the postmaster in the same city having absconded
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with $ 150,000 of th e public money, Gen. Dix was called upon by
Pres ident B uchanan to take that office. H e held it until January,
1861, wh en, on the occurrence of an other and a far more urgent
emergency, his servi ces were again in requ es t, and he was appointed secreta ry of the treasury after the desertion of Cobb, who
became one of the leaders in the moYement to overthrow th e government. It was while in that posi tion that Gen. Dix gave the
remarkable onler, which sent a thrill through the breasts of all
American patriots, when the secessionists were taking forcible
possess ion of the mints, forts, arsenals, and revenu e cutters of the
United States. Having been advi sed by his agent that a captain
of one of those cutters refu sed to obey his orders, he direct ed the
lieutenant to arrest him, and treat him as a mutin eer if h e resisted, closing his dispatch with the command, which will be remembered as long as the nation endures,- " If any one attempts to

haul down the American flag, shoot Mm on the spot."
On th e 16th of l\Iay, 1861~ Gen eral Dix was appointed majorgeneral of U. S. volunteers; and, after superintending the raising
of eleven regiments in N ew York, he was assigned to the command of the department embracing the states of P ennsylvania,
Delaware, and Maryland, and established hi s h ead-quarters at Baltimore. l\Iarylnnd was at that time in a state of semi-rebellion,
and there is little doubt that an ordinance of secession would have
been passed if the leaders in the legislatnre had not been arrested.
Gen. Dix immediately proceeded to fortify th e city, and, by a judicious combination of firmn ess and conciliation, the state was carried in the ensuing fall by a majority of thirty thousand for the
Uni on. This important service was follo·wed by a successful expedition, which h e organized and sent to the eastern shore of Virginia, dispersing the secessionist forces, and restoring that important
district to the Union. In the following year he was ordered to
Fortress l\Ionroe, and succeeded Gen. l\IcClellan in the command
of th e Departm ent of Virginia. His chief services in thi s department were in the defence of Suffolk, after an inYestment of a
month by a greatly superior force, and his mo,·ement against
Richmond, which contributed to the sudden return of Gen. Lee's
army to Virginia, after th e battle of Gettysburg. H e was immediately afterwards ordered to New York during th e riots got up
to defeat the draft, and, after completing it, was continued in com-
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mand of the Department of the East until Gen. Lee's surrender
to Gen. Grant, when he resigned his commission in the army, and
returned to private life.
In October, 1866, he accepted for a few weeks the appointment
of naval officer of the port of New York,. and was appointed minister to the Hague. He did not accept the latter appointment;
and in November was appointed minister to France. In 1869
he resigned, and returned to the United States. During his diplomatic sojourn at the French court, he contributed greatly by
his courtesy and friendly offices to remove the unkindly impression which had grown out of the expedition of Napoleon III to
J\fexico, and to restore the traditionary friendship between France
and the United States. His diplomatic correspondence with the
French government em1races, among other matters, the important questions of extradition and expatriation; and should they
be published, they will be found worthy of his former reputation
for research and solid reasoning.
The last public service of Gen. Dix was rendered as governor
of the state of New York,-an office to which he \Yas elected
against his wishes and remonstrances. It may justly be said,
that the affairs of that state have not for fifty years been more
ably, faithfully, or successfully administered. He found the
treasury defrau~ed, iu violation of the constitution of the state, of
more than six millions of dollars ; and during his administration
of two years he succeeded in replenishing it. His whole course
was marked hy freedom from partisanship and selfishness, and by
an earnest devotion to the best interests of the people of the state.
This praise has been freely conceded to him, even 1y his political
opponents.
Gen. Dix has never been an applicant for office. The positions
he has filled were always tendered to him without solicitation on
his part, and more than once against his earnest protest. He
was never a favorite with politicians. They were never able to
use him, and they knew it, and instinctively disliked their moral
superior. 'l'he government and the people have usually had recourse to him when they needed aiel. It wa.s so when he was
called to the offices of post-master of New York and secretary of
the treasury. His predecessors had proved faithless to their
trusts, and his experience and integrity were needed to carry out
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indispensable reforms. His name has carried with it those elements which the public require in time of danger, and which, in
prosperity, they are prone to pass over till some fresh disaster puts
them once more in demand.
No sketch of the life and services of John A. Dix would be complete vrhich clid not make mention of him as a student and a
scholar. 'rhroughout an official career of nearly half a century,
with occasional intermissions, he has devoted all his leisure moments to literary pursuits, and especially to the classics. 'rhe
country has very few men so conversant as he with the Latin
authors, in the study of whose works he takes unceasing delight.
His translations are remarkable. That of the "Dies Irre," the
great medireval hymn of the Christian church, is ranked by the
most distinguished critics as among the best renderings of that immortal production.
The following translation was made by Gen. Dix, at Fortress
:Monroe, Va., in 1863, when in command of the Department of
Virginia. He prefaces it with the following remarks:
''DIES IR.E.

''I have recently seen in the periodical press several new translations
of this noble canticle-the best produced by the l\liddle Ages, perhaps
by any age.
''Among the English versions, that o( the Earl of Roscommon seems
to have caught more of the inspiration of the original than any I have
seen. It is, nevertheless, a paraphrase rather than a translation. This
is a serious fault, notwithstanding its high poetic merit. A production
universally acknowledged to have no superior of its class, should be as
literally rendered as the structure of the langnage into which it is translated will admit. Moreover, no translation can be complete which
does not conform to the original in its rhythmic quantities. The music
of the Dies Irre is as old as the hymn, if not older; and with those who
are familiar with both they are inseparably connected in thought. To
satisfy the exactions of such minds, the cadences must be the same.
'' With full knowledge of what has been done and attempted in our
language, and of the difficulty of doing better, I have nevertheless ventured 011 a translation having in view the two ends which I have pointed out-musical notation, and literal rendering to the extent that is
attainable.
''It is the fruit of leisure moments gained from the hard service of
the camp, on rebel soil, but within Uuion entrenchments. If, in the

23

354

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.

ages of paganism, the strings of the Lesbian lyre might be, not unworthily, swept by hands inured to arms,' Qui ferox bello, tamen inter arma,
Liberum, et l\Iusas, Veneremque, et illi
Semper hrerentem puerum can~bat,'-

a soldier in a Christian age may not less worthily find relief from the asperities of war in themes more congenial with the higher dispensations
which he is, by the providence of God, permitted to share.
'':Fort---, Va., June 17, 1863."
DIES IR.<E.
I.

Dies irre, dies illa!
Solvet sreclum in favilla,
Teste David cum Sibylla.
II.

Qnantus tremor est futurus,
Quando Judex est venturus,
Cuncta stricte discuss urns!
III.

Tuba, mirum spargens souum
Per sepulcra regionum,
Coget omues ante thronum.
IV.

::Mors stupebit, et natura,
Quum resurget creatura
Jndicauti responsura.

v.
Liber scriptns proferetur,
In quo totum continetur,
Unde mundus judicetur.
VI.

Judex ergo quum sedebit,
Quidquid latet apparebit,
Nil inulturn remanebit.
VII.

Quid sum rni!ler tunc dicturu s,
Quem patronum rogaturus,
Qm1m vix justus sit secnrus?
VIII.

Rex tremeudre majestatis,
Qui salvandos sal vas gratis,
Salva me, fons pietatis!
IX.

Recordare, Jesu pie,
Quod sum causa Ture vire;
Ne me perdas illa die!

DIES IRlE.

1.
Day of vengeance, lo! that morning
On the earth in ashes dawning,
David with the Sibyl warning.
2.
Ah! what terror is impending,
When the Judge is seen descending,
And each secret veil is rending.
3.
To the throne, the trumpet sounding,
Through the sepulchres resounding,
Summons all, with voice astounding.

4.
Death and Nature, mazed, are quaking,
"\Vhen, the grave's deep slumber breaking,
1\Ian to judgment is awaking.
5.

Now the written book containing
Record to all time pertaining
Opens for the world's arraigning.
6.
See the Judge his seat attaiuing,
Darkest mysteries explaining,
Nothing unavenged remaining.
7.
"\Vhat shall I then say, unfriended,
By what advocate attended,
"\Vhen the just are scarce defended?

8.
King of majesty tremendous,
By Thy saving grace defend us;
Fount of pity, safety send us!
9.

Jesus, think of Thy wayfaring,
For my sins the death-crown wearing;
Save m e, in that day, despairing.
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10.

X.

Qua?rens me sedisti la~~n~,
Hetlemisti, cruecm pass us;
Tantns labor non sit cassns!

"\Yorn and weary Thou hast sought me,
By Thy cross and passion bought me;Spare the hope thy labors brought me.
11.

XI.

Juste Judex ultionis,
Donum fac r emissiouis
Ante diem rationis!
XII.

Ingemisco tanquam reus,
Culpa ru bet vult us mens:
Supplicanti parce, Deus!
XIII.

Qui l\Iariam absol visti,
Et latronem exaudisti,
l\lihi quoque spem dedisti.
XIV.

Preces mere non sunt dignre,
Sal Tn bonus fac benigne,
Ne perreni cremer igne!
XV.

Inter oves locum pra?sta,
Et ah hre<lis me sequestra,
Statu ens in parte dextra!
XVI.

Confutatis maledietis,
Fbmmis aeribns addictis,
Voca me cum benedict is!
XVII.

Oro supplex et aeclinis,
Cor contritum quasi cinis:
Gere curam mei finis!
XYIII.

Lacrymosa dies ilia
Qua resnrget ex favilla
Judicandus homo reus;
Huic ergo parce, Deus!

Rightcou~

Judge of retribution,
Give, 0 give me absolution
Ere that day of dissolution.

12.
As a guilty culprit groaning,
Flushed my face, my errors owning,
Spare, 0 God, Thy suppliant moaning!
13.

Thou to l\lary gav'st remission,
Heanl'st the dying thief's petition,
Bacl'st me hope in my contrition.

H.
In my prayers no worth discerning,
Yet on me Thy favor turning,
Save me from that endless burning!
15.
Gi\·e me, when Thy sheep confiding
Thou art from the goats dividing,
On Thy right a place abiding!

16.
"rhen the wicked are rejected,
And to bitter flames subjected,
Call me forth with thine elected!

17.
Luw In supplication bending,
Heart as though with ashes blending;
Care for me when all is ending.
18.

When on that dread day of weeping
Guilty man in ashes sleeping
'Vakes to his adjudication,
Save him, God! from condemnation!

Gen. Dix is as much at home in moJ.ern as in ancient languages. During his residence in Paris, while minister to the court
of France, he was present at a meeting of one of the literary societies of that capital, and, on being introduced to the company,
addressed them in an elegant and effecti,·e speech in the French
language, to the delight of all the listeners.
His summers are spent at" Seafielcl," his residence at West
Hampton, on the southern side of Long Island, about seventy
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miles from New York. The fmne of the old general as a keen
sportsman and dead shot has gone through all that region ; and
there, in congenial pursuits, and surrounded by a loving and devoted family, he passes, serenely and happily, the closing years of
a life which has been full of good service to God and his country,
and on which rests no cloud of dishonor. A state or town is
honored in bringing forth such citizens, and the men are happy
who leave such a name after them, for the comfort and encouragement of future generations.
DIX, ROGER

SHERl\IA~,

1\IAJ.,

Was born in Boscawen in 1810, son of Timothy Dix, Jr., and
younger brother of Gen. John A. Dix. He fitted for college at
Phillips academy, Andover, and entered Dartmouth ·when he
was fourteen, where he remained but one year, going from there
to vVest Point as a cadet. He graduated in 1832, and was attached to one of the infantry regiments, and stationed at Little
Rock, in Arkansas. He ·was appointed to the quartermaster's
depot, and subsequently transferred to the paymaster's department.
Upon the breaking out of the :Mexican war, he was attached to
the army under Gen. Taylor; and at the battle of Buena Vista
served as volunteer aid.
The signal service rendered Ly J\Iaj. Dix in this battle is narrated by Capt. James H. Carleton, of the 1st Dragoons. The 2d
Indiana volunteers had given way, and the moment was most
critical. An effort was made by several officers to rally the fugitives. The part taken by J\Iaj. Dix is thus set forth :
"None were so successful in arresting their flight as the intrepid
Major Dix, of the pay department. Having ridden rapidly among
them, he seized the standard of the 2d Indiana volunteers, and then
called to the men, and asked them if they would desert their colors.
He told them that they had sworn to protect them, and now, if they
were still determined to do so, they must return with him to the fight.
He swore to them that with God's help he would not see the state of
Indiana disgraced by having her flag carried out of battle until it could
be carried out in triumph; and that back into it again it should go, if
he had to take it there and defend it alone. This touched the hearts of
many of those who were within the sound of his voice. It seemed to

Birthplace of John Adams Dix.
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banish the panic which had fallen on them: they were themselves
again. They rallied, thought of their homes, gave three cheers for
Indiana, and again gathered around the flag. Captain Linnard, of the
topographical engineers, who had been very active in seconding Maj.
Dix in his appeal, now got a drum and fife, and directed the national
quickstep to be played, when the word was given to move on. Maj.
Dix then led off with the flag, while the gallant captain brought up the
rear; and those tlms gathered went back again into battle."
l\faj. Dix di ed suddenly, in Pennsylvania, of cholera, while on
a. journ ey from Tennessee to \Vashington, in 18-!9. He wa.s buried in the little town of Hannock, ncar the summit of the Alleghanies.
E.A.STl\IAN, JOSEPH, CAPT.

H e wa.s son of Joseph and Abigail (l\Ierrill) Eastma.n, of Salisbury, born in 1720. He moved to Contoocook in 1746. He
sened as a sohli er in Col. Blanchard's command in 1754, after the
a.ttack of the Indians upon Stennstown (South Franklin). In
17 57 h e enlisted as a ranger in Robert Rogers's battalion, and continn ed in sen·ice till the close of the war.
He was in one of the severest contests ever fought on American soil, on the shore of Lake George, Jan. 17, 1757, lasting from
two in the afternoon until dark. The rangers numbered seventyfour; the French aml Indians more than two hnnch·ed and fifty.
Of the rangers, fourteen were killed, six wounded, and six taken
prisoners; while of the French and Indians, one hundred and sixteen were killed and wounded.
In 1760, Gen. Amherst, at Crown Point, wished to communicate with Gen. :\Iurra.y, at Quebec, the distance being nearly three
hundred miles through almost a pathless wilderness, in possession
of the French and Indians. Gen. Amherst offered fifty pounds
to rmy four men who would undertake the journey. Sergeant
Be,·erley, who had been a prisoner in Canada, Luxford Goodwin,
John Shute, and Joseph Eastman, volunteered to accomplish the
undertaking.
Shute was from Concord, and all were rangers, a.ccustomed to
th e wilderness.
They took despatches and letters, and ·were
escorted to :\Iissisqnoi hay, on Lake Champlain. They struck
north-ea.st, and came to the St. Francis river. Tha.t stream
was a great Indian highwa.y; and the question was, whether to
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cross by daylight, or wait till night. They concluded to run the
risk of getting across during the day, and, collecting drift'IYood,
constructed two rafts.
They cast Jots t o see who should first attempt to cross the turbulent stream. The Jot fell to Eastman and Shute. They had
only two poles. 'l'h e current swept them dovm stream. They
saw that the raft would go oYer a swift fall, and they managed to
save themselves by leaping upon a rock with th eir guns and packs,
and thence reached the shore.
The other two were less fortunate. They were swept oYer the
falls. Goochvin and BeYerley 1arely escaped with their li'.'es, losing their coats, provisions, guns, and the letters entrustell to their
care.
It was a wet, swampy wihlerness through which they travelled. They had littl e to eat, but pressed on, steering north-east.
On Sunday morning they h ea.rd a bell, and found themselves
close to a village. Proceeding cautiously, they came to a log
house, found that the family were at church, and h elped themselves to provision s an(l clothing.
Starting on th eir way, they came to a second Jog house, in the
woods. A ladder rested against the gable end, leading to a door
fastened with a padlock. They broke open the door, found a.
chest fill ed with clothing, and took whatever pleased them. They
were in the enemy's country, and it was expected of a ranger that
he would do all th e harm h e could to the enemy. They avoided
all roads. At night they came to a farm-hou se: entered a 1arn,
and found a calf, 'vhich they killed. Each ran ger shouldered a
quarter of veal, and took the skin along, kindled a fire in the
woods, smoked the meat to preserYe it, made moccasins of the
skin, and continued their journey.
Four days later they came in sight of the St. Lawrence. and discovered a large encampment of troops. They were uncertai n as
to whether they were French or English. Beverley decilled to
approach the encampmeu t. If they were French, h e 'vas to make
a signal for the other three to take care of themseh'es. He approached the camp. Eastman and hi.s companions saw him stopped by a sentinel. After a short parley, they shook hands.
Upon this, Eastman, Shute, and Goodwin approached, and were
heartily welcomed. 'l'hcy were twenty miles above Quebec, but
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were at once sent to the city. Arriving there at midnight, they
were taken to Gen. lVInrray's quarters, slept on the floor in the
kitchen till morning, when they were taken into a large hall,
where Gen. Murray and a hundred officers of various grades were
assembled to hear their story. Gen. l\furray treated them to the
very best of liquor, "such," said Shute, "as I ne,·er h[we tasted
before nor since, nor have I ever drank anything so good in my
life." They were separately examined, and all had but one story
to tell. Gen. l\Iurray was so well pleased with them that he would
not let them return, bnt kept them to pilot the army, giving them
four guineas extra pay.
A few days later the army was in motion up the river to join
Amherst; and they had the satisfaction of being present at
Montreal, Sept. 8, 1760, when the domain of New Fra.nce was.
surrendered to the English.
Capt. Eastman married Elizn.beth J n.dnnn.n, daughter of George
J n.ckman [see Genealogy]. He moyed to Concord probably in
1769, n.s he was a voter in Boscawen in 1768; bnt his name does
not appear n.t a later day upon the records. He was a man of
decided character and energy, capn.ble of enduring great hardships, and an esteemed citizen in both towns. He llieu in 1815,
at the age of 95.
FARM:EJ{, JOHN.

Col. John Farmer was born in Billericn., l\1ass., December, 1791
[see Genen.logy ], moved to Boscawen with his mother abont 1810,
and engaged in farming; bnt, being of n. mechanicn.l turn of mind,
he gave his n.ttention to the improvement of mills for the manufacture of shingles, laths, and clapboards. He invented a. simple
machine for smoothing the side of a block of wood. It was, in
reality, a planing machine, one of the first ever brought into nse.
He evinced considerable skill in the contri,,ing of implelllents that
would save labor on the farm.
Quite early in life he began the manufacture of lumber, which
was rafted down the Merrimack to Lowell, and taken to Boston
through the Middlesex canal.
•
He married Sally, daughter of J\foses Gerrish, in 1819 [see
Genealogy]. He had great energy and decision of character, and
l1is influence was felt throughout the community for good, and
more especially after he became a member of the church.
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He was elected to the legislature in 1828-9, and again in
183±-5. He was often called upon to preside in town-meeting.
He bad a quick, judicial, discerning mind, was an early advocate
of the temperance reform, of the anti-slavery movement, and had
that coolness of judgment that held an even course between both
radical and conservative parties. He was kind and liberal in all
bis views and acts, giving largely of his means to sustain benevolent and missionary organizations. He was captain of the light
infantry, and colonel of the 21st Regiment.
Through his business operations, which became very extensive,
he was widely known, and no man in the section occupied a more
favorable position than he for political advancement. He died in
the fu11 vigor of life, from typhoid fever, July 17, 1836, at the
:ge of 45.
FARl\IER, l\IOSES G., PROF.

1\Ioses Gerrish Farmer, eldest child of Col. John and Sally Gerrish Farmer, was born in Boscawen, N. H., Feb. 9, 1820. In early
life he attended the district school in that town; also the academy
on Bosca·wen Plain.
He entered Philli}JS academy, An<lover, ~lass., in the autumn
of 1837. At that time music was with him an all-absorbing passion, and other studies were often neglectetl in consequence of it.
One clay, while seated at the organ when he should have been
preparing his lessons for the morrow, the door suddenly opened,
and the calm, stern face of Dr. Taylor was before him. "Farmer,
yon are disappointing the best hopes of your friends," were the
only '-rortls that fell upon tlle ear of the boy musician,-and the door
closed between them. Great was the influence of those ·words
upon the man who has ever found in duty his highest pleasure.
He entered Dartmoutl1 college in 1840, where he remained three
years, and then was obliged to leave on account of ill health. (The
degree of A. 1\I. was conferred upon him by the faculty of Dart_
month in 1853.)
A few months after leaYing college, he became preceptor of Elliot academy, l\fe., aml was married in that town Dec. 25, 18±±, to
1\1iss Hannah T., daughter of R.ichard Shapleigh, of Berwick, 1\Ie.
He remoYed immediately to DoYer, N. H., as he then had charge
of the Belknap school in that town, where he taught until the
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summer of 1847, when he turned his attention wholly to scientific pursuits, which were much more congenial to his tastes than
school-teaching.
During these years b e found his recreations in the study of
music. His fondness for mathematics, together v.-ith his love for
mnsic, ma(l e him a thorongh harmonist. The following anecdote
sets forth th e Yersatility of his talents: A clmrch in a neighboring town was ahout to settle a pastor, and tiw leader of the choir,
wishing to made the mu sical sen·ice unusually attractive, organized an orchestra, with clarinet, flute, violin, and other instruments,
but had no perfornwr for the double-bass viol. He was informed
that a gentleman in Dover was an excellent musician, and doubtless wonhl be able to render good service. Upon visiting Dover,
the conductor found, to his great gratification, that the musician
was a fellow-student at Dartmouth, who at once consented to play
the Yiol.
The eve ning came. ~Ir. Farmer was late, and only entered the
orchestra as the opening piece was to be performed. He snapped
th e strings of the instrnm ent to ascertain if it was jn tune, an!l, as
h e thew the bow across them, thus whispered to the conductor:
"I never played a double-bass in my life/' The leader was astonished at the intelligence. " \Vlmt are yon going to sing?" Mr. F.
asked . Th e leader laid the score before him. "I never saw it
before," he whispered.
E,·erything went well till the choir was about half tbrongh the
piece, when choir and amlience were startled by a crash, and, to
their horror, saw that th e pile of books npon which rested the
score of the ,·iolist had tumLl ed to the floor. Put there was no
interruption, for his knowlege of harmony enabled him to render
a fitting accompaniment to the end.
He began his experiments in electricity in 1845, im'enting at
tbat time an electro-magnetic engine. In 1846 he constructed a
small elect ro-magnetic loco motive, also a small railroad track, and
exhibitetl the same in ,·arious towns aml cities, lecturing upon the
subject of electro-magnetism and jts applications, showing also
how it coulfl lJe ada ptetl to the use of torpe(loes aml sub-marine
blasting. His first lectu re was given in Do·rer, and one of his
experiments was m::ul e witb a miniature ship, placed in a washbowl of water. The ship was blown up by electricity, and, com-
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ing down, struck on the top of the lecturer's head. This was,
perhaps, the reason why the experiment was never repeated before
another audience ; but the circumstance is often recalled now, as
ships may so quickly be turned into kindling-wood by the torpedoes which he uses at the present day.
In 1846 lw invented the hook or sickle-shaped climber, for the
use of repairers of telegraph lines in climbing poles, and came near
losing his life in showing how easy it was to use them!
About this time l~Ir. Farmer made the acquaintance of Hon. F.
0. J. Smith, who was then one of the most pro~1inent men in all
teh•graphic matters, which finally resulted in :Mr. Farmer's leaving
Dover, :in December, 1847, and taking up his residence in South
Framingham, 1t1ass., where he opened a telegraph office in the depot, and also had charge of the line between Boston, \Yorcester,
and Springfield. \Vhilc here he tried the experiment of telegraphing by the use of a current from an induction coil, using a common medical machine for the purpose. Early in the "·inter of
1848, Mr. Smith, president of the Portland line of telegraph, and
J\Ir. L. L. Sadler, superintendent of the Boston and New York
line, were one day talking over the possibilities of the telegraph
system, and the uses to which it could be applied; and l\Ir. Smith
suggested that an alarm of fire might be given by it, and
asked,-" \Vhere is the man who can devise the machinery that
will Le needed to do it'!" l\Ir. Sadler replied,-" I have an operator in my employ now, who can do it if anybody can, for he is the
most ingenious man I enr saw. He is in the Framingham office,
and his name is Farmer." "I know him," said :1\Ir. Smith; " yes,
he can do it, if it can be clone." :1\Ir. Farmer's attention was at
once called to the subject, and he asked for a week in which to
consider it. At the end of that time he showed them what h e had
done. He took the striking part of an olt1 clock, and inYentecl the
electrical part necessary to construct a miniature machine, "·hich
clearly demonstrated the thought in a visible form. This was the
first machine in the worltl for giving an alarm of fire by electricity.
1tiessrs. Smith and Sadler were perfectly satisfied with it, but
were too full of care in regard to their telegraph interests to do
anything further at that time, and the work was not resumed for
two years. Not so with 1tir. Farmer. If this \Yere something
that could be Jone, and the world needed it, the time would come
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when it could be carried into operation, and he was con stantly
devising ways and means by which to accomplish it. This was of
great help t o him when he was called to the work in 1851.
HaYing conscientious scruples about th e work required of him
on the L ord 's day by the New York T elegraph Co., he was released from his engagement there. He removed to Salem, l\Iass.,
July, 1848, and took charge of the telegraph office in that city,
also of temporary repairs on the lin e betwee n Boston and Newburyport.
In the autumn of the same year he receivecl an order from the
city of Boston to const ruct two small machines for strikin g alarms
of fire on church bells, the machines to be made accordin g to the
plan s which he had prm·iously submitted to l\fr. Smith. The machin es were constru ctetl at once by :Messrs. Howard & D aYi s, the
well known clock-m akers of Roxbury, 1\Iass., and were ex hibited
in Boston, December, 1848. On e was placed on the top of the
court-house, and th e other in the office of J\Ir. Sadler, the superintendent of the New York lin e of t elegraph. These machines
were connectecl by a wire, and 'iYere operated hy a circuit of the
main New York lin e, and the bells to whi ch th ey were attached
were both struck si multan eously by an operator in New York
city, two hundred ancl fifty mil es away. Th e experiment was
perfectly satisfactory to all who witnessed it, and accounts of the
wonderful even t were published in th e n ewspapers at the time.
Mayor Quincy's term of office expiring soon after, and the next
mayor not feeling th e necessity of furth er adi on on his part, the
subj ect was not resum ed that year, ancl ~Ir. Farmer continu etl his
experiment s in other directions.
Soon after this he devis ed an automatic circuit-closing apparatus, in whid1 the weight of the hand broke th e switch hran ches
of the main circuit, but this immediately closetl itself npon the
rem oval of the hand.
During th e year 1840 he contriYeu an electro-magnetic clock,
with dead-beat escapement, and with continuity-preserYin g circuitbreaker. This clock had only three wh eels, each wh eel sixty teeth;
-the second hand movefl each secon d, th e minute hand each minute, th e hour hand each five minutes. Thi s was patented in 1852,
and one was in use in the fire-alarm office in Boston for se Yeral
years after the introduction of the system into that city.
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In 18-!9, :M:r. Farmer left the telegraph office in Salem, 1\Iass.,
to open some of the new offices on th e Vermont and Boston telegraph line, commencing with :l\Ianchester, N. H. \Vhil e there he
invented the open-circuit automatic repeater~ as he found some
such device needful. This line was worked on the Bain, or chemical system.
In l\Iay, 1850, he was appointed superintendent of the line from
Boston to Burlington. During the year he applied automatic
repeaters to six or seven intermediate stations, and the lin e was
extended to OgdPnslmrgh, N. Y. \Vires were also run south to
Northampton, l\Iass.
In February, 1851, he received a note from Dr. \Vm. F. Channin g, of Boston, of whom he hau never heard before, requesting
an interview, as he desired to use the machines which l\Ir. }'armer
had devised and exhibited for giYing an alarm of fire by electrici ty.
Dr. Channing had published an article upon this subject in 1845,
although ~Ir. Farmer hau ne,·er heard of it, nor had he ever seen
the writer until he met him in his (~ Ir. Farmer~s) office on State
street. Dr. Channing had constructed no machin ery by which his
idea could be demonstratell, and l\Ir. Farmer con::;ented to the use
of the machines which had been exhibited two years before, and
also promised to assist Dr. Channing in the use of them.
The experimt•ntal trial satisfied the city government of Boston
of the feasibility of the plan, aml an appropriation of $10,000 was
made to carry it into effect. Mr. Farmer was immediately appointed superintendent of the construction, aml entered upon his
duties in July, 1851, resigning his position of superintendent of
the Yermont lin e for this purpose. The work was no sooner undertaken, than he found himself at sea without chart or compass.
Th e system, which had looked so beautiful on paper, ''"as only a
form , which must now be clothed before it could become an obedient
servant. How to do it engrossed eYery thought. Theorizing and
practi cal work were now found to be t'Yo very different things. l\Iachinery must be i1wentetl at e,·erj' step. Each bell-tower required
its peculiar adaptations. The position of the machinery, its size,
and the ·weight to be attached to it, a11 had to be taken into account. Difficulties met the young inventor at e,·ery turn. l\Ieans
applical1le to an ordinary telegraph line were of no help here,
but his absolute faith in final success bridged OYer eyery one of
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the many difficulti es, and the work of construction went steadily
on, until every doll ar of th e first appropriation had been expended.
The fire-alarm committee, never doubting hi s ability
to accomplish the work h e had und ertn,kcn, made another appropriation, and the task befdre him was pursued wi th th e same
untiring en ergy and wonderful fertility of invention, until success was attained. l\Ir. C. C. Coffin had charge of the men employed in its construction. rrhe first trial took place April 28,
1852, and the :first alarm was given by l\Ir. Coffin in th e eve ning
of the 29th.
Daily use of th e syst em brought to light its many defects,
and for th e next three or four years it required on l\Ir. F armer's
part alm ost sleepless vigilance to overcome the obstacles to
its complete a nd triumphant success. During the first fifteen month s after it went into operation, he spent forty-three
nights in the fire-alarm office in B oston, considering it unsafe to
leave it long enough to return to hi s home in Salem. Twice he
was sent fo r to return by carriage in th e ni ght. On ce, in a terrific storm, he found it almost impossible to obtain a horse or
driver. B ein g told that the storm was too terribl e for man or
beast to be out in, he simply repli ed,-" If I am willing to risk my
life, you certainly ought to be willing to risk on e of your horses."
The req_u est was granted, and he reach ed his office in Bost on past
midnight t o :find his worst fears more thnn realized. Every line
connected with the main office had been broken by the storm.
The operators were at their posts of duty, bnt alm ost despairing what t o do. If a fire had broken out that ni ght the whole
city of Boston would have been at the mercy of th e flam es .
Strange as it may seem at the present day, the firemen were
then the bitterest enemi es of the syst em, and th ey lost no opportunity to find fault with it, or to prevent its successful introduction. At tlmt time the :fire department was a Yoluntary organization; fire compani es were clubs, in some instances political organizations. False alarms were frequent, as it was very easy to start
the cry of "Fire." The t elegraphic system proposeLl to do away
with all this, prevent fal se alarms, and consequently much of
the excitement: hence the oppositi on of the firemen. \Vith l\Ir.
Farmer, however, there was no such word as fail ; and the labor
went steadily on. He never laid down his care of it until 1859.
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Then he felt that it was old enough to be vdwlly committed to the
care of others. He generously gave the system to the city, waiving all his rights under the patent law. He resignetl his position
of superintendent in August, 1855, but was still in daily communication with those having charge of it for the next four years,
and they had the benefit of his skill and experience upon which
to rely in every emergency.
T his was the fire-alarm telegraph of the past. To-day it is
in use in almost every large town in the United States and Canada. If this had been his life work, it would have been worth
living for; but it was only the beginning.
In 1855 he successfully deposited aluminum from its chloride solution, which n ever l1ad been accomplished before. He
also succeeded in depositing copper in a condition both hard
and brittle-a great achievement in electro-m etallurgy. In 1856
he conmwnced the business of electrotyping, and produced the
first undercut electrotype in this country from a gutta percha
mold. H e also mad e a sheet of copper one eighth of an inch thick,
brittle as glass ! This was anoth er womler in electro-metallurgy.
In this yea.r he also devoted much attention to electric repeaters, electric clocks, and printing telegraphs, and constructed for
the Dudley observatory, at Albany, N.Y., a chronograph and system of electric clocks. He invented, in conjunction ·with A. F.
Woodman, a closed circuit-repeater, which proved to be very
useful. In 1856 he constructed and sold a great many gyroscopes,
to one of " ·hich he applied an electro-magnetic engine, by which he
kept it in continual rotation. As early as the year 1852, J\fr.
Farmer's attention was directed to the subject of multiplex telegraphy. Between this time and 1855, he devised and constructed
an apparatus by which he was enabled to transmit four messages simultan eously over a single wire. In November, 1855, he
showed to Joseph B. Stearns the apparatus he had then constructed, and explained to him his theory of the manner in which
t h is could he accomplished. This was twelve years before J\ir.
Stearns brought out his apparatus known as the "Stearns duplex." About this time :Mr. Farmer devised a printing telegraph,
and was probably the first to make use of what is kno·wn as the
"unison stop." He was also undoubtedly the first to suggest the
use of the continuity-preserving key in the duplex telegraph.
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This was the earliest form of a duplex which made use of independent current reversals in sending messages. He perfected
double transmitters ·with reversed currents and constant resistance ; worked double transmission on a telegraph line between
Boston anu \Vorcester in 1856, both instruments being in the
Boston office, and two messages were sent simultaneously in opposite directions.
In 1852-3, permission ·was granted to Capt. Charles \Vilkes,
U. S. Navy, to use the circuits of the fire-alarm system, to determine, experimentally, the velocity of sound. Stations at Charlestown Navy Yard, \Vatertown Arsenal, Salem, Cambridge, South
Bosto11, and at Fort Independence were connected ·with the
central office in Boston. nir. Farmer constructed an especial
chronograph for this purpose, and many experiments were made,
the results of which were duly published by Capt. \Vilkes.
Previous to this time, at the request of Prof. Bache, of the
U. S. Coast Survey, l\Ir. Farmer had constructed a short line of
telegraph, connecting the observatory at Cambridge with the
New York and Boston line of telegraph.
In 1852 he devised one or more closed circuit-repeaters ; also
commenced the construction of apparatus for the simultaneous
transmission of four messages upon one wire, in the same or opposite directions. In 1852-3 he made many experiments upon
rheostats, voltometers, and magnetometers. In 1853 he received
a patent on an improved porous cell for galvanic batteries. In
1854 he experimented largely on magneto-electric machines, and
deposited copper on several cells in series, and endeavored to
ascertain the mechanical power required to accomplish it. He
also employed magneto-electric machines instead of a galvanic
battery, for the purpose of striking the bells of the fire-alarm telegraph, and also applied water-power apparatus instead of weights
to raise the bell-hammers. He contrived and constructed a resistance coil, with electro-static capacity, produced by winding sheets
of tin-foil between each byer of ·wire. In the same year he made
improvements in diaphragm water-meters. In 1855 he invented
improvements in fire-alarm signal apparatus, making use of a current in one direction to give one signal, and in the renrse direction to give another and different one. The same year he experimented on dial telegraphs; also on telegraphs for double

368

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.

transmission in the same direction; made experiments on electric signals for railroads ; invented a printing telegraph ; made
experiments looking to the construction of apparatus whereby
two opera tors could send simultaneously, O\'er one wire, from \Vashington to New York, reports in short-hand of congressional
speeches. In the winter of 1855-6 h e made successful experiments on the electro-deposition of aluminum.
In the summer of the same year he read a paper on l\fultiplex
Telegraphy before the American Association for the AdYancement
of Science, and was elected a member at their annual meeting.
During the winter of 1855-6 he continued his experiments in
duplex and printing telegra.phs. In 1857-8 he made a great
many experiments with double transmitters. At that time
he applied for an English patent on a combination of the
duplex and printer. He also constructed a duplex printing
telegraph, driven by an electro-magn etic motor. In 1858 ~Ir.
Farmer devised electro-magnetic apparatus, to show the height
of water in steam boilers, tanks, resenoirs, &c. He also invented an automatic regulator, for controlling the distribution
of electricity to numerous electric lamps. During the year 1858
he began a series of inYestigations upon the production of
light by electricity, and invented an automatic regulator, by
which the light can be kept at a uniform intensity for any
length of time. During the month of ,July, 1859, be had one
of the rooms of his house, in Salem, :Mass., lighted e\Tery evening by this subtle agent. The light was very beautiful, and
attracted a great deal of attention from the many visitors who
came to see it. The cost of the light was the only hindrance to
its coming into general use.
During the years 1860, '61, '62, and '63, h e bestowed much attention upon the manufacture of alloys of aluminum, with copper
and other metals. One of the alloys produced by him so closely
resembled 18-lmrat gold, as to deceive any one but an expert.
Between the years 1864 and 1868 h e devoted a good deal of
time to perfecting a thermo-electric battery, and in 1868 constructed the largest one ever built. This was used for the deposition of copper upon steel, in the production of what is known as
the American compound telegraph wire. This wire was a joint
invention of himself and l\Ir. G. F. l\Iillikin, of Boston, l\fass.
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Improvements in the manufactnrc of this ·wire h::we now reached
such a stage, that it can be furnished more cheaply than
an iron wire of equal conductivity. The innntion is thus described: " ...\_ copper telegraph wir<', with a case or covering of
iron or steel, steel being used for its great tem:ile strength, and
copper for its great cond uctivity.''
During the h'.tter part of 1869, l\Ir. Farmer "·as employed to
. examine and report upon the electric condition of tbe land lines
and of the cables of the :New York, :N ewfoumlland & London Telegraph Co.: and, as a result of t hese investigations, he invented
a n ew insulator, of which he furnished o1·er thirty thousand to
that company, and they have given the highest satisfaction.
Early in the year 1871, hi s attention was again turned to the
improvement of electro-magnetic machines; and during that and
the following years he manufactured a large number for depositing
copper am1 other purposes. He has made many ,·aluable improvements in the construction of these machines, especially in the one
contrived for the firing of torpedoes. This invention has been
adopted by the United States government, and the machines arc
now supplied to e1•ery ship in our navy. Some ha,·e been sold to
foreign governments, aml clou btless they will soon find their
way into all navies. They are also used quite extensively for
bb::;ting, in the mines of Colorallo and Nevada.
In October, 1872, l\Ir. Farmer accepted the professorship of
electrical science at the U. S. Naval Torpedo Station, established
in 1869, at Newport, R. I., for the instruction of the officers of the
navy in electricity and chemistry, as applied to the arts of "·ar;
and since his connection with the department, the station has
been snpp1iecl with the best known magneto-electric machines and
appliances to be found in this or any other country.
Doubtless, ere long, an electric li ght will be furnished to tho
steam marine of the country; and, without question, there is no
man in the conntry, if in the "·orld, who has devoted so many
years of almost continuous thonght to the subject, or who has
conductecl so many experiments, which are now on record, as
Prof. I1,armer.
Th e investigations begnn in 1858 have never been wholly rclinquishNl. \Vhil e he has so long and patiently contributed time,
strength, and brains to this work, he has always taken especial
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pains to say that his life-long friends, :l\Iessrs. Smith and Bates
of Boston, l\Iass., ha,e, with the utmost generosity, supplied him
with most of the means with which to carry on his experiments
in this direction.
I n all of Prof. Farmer's experiments and investigations, the outside ·world has always been allowed to look on and note ''hat he
was doing ; but the eyes of the curious have failed to follow- him
since his engagement at the torpedo station, as much of the work
done there is purposely kept secret; but enough is seen at the
annual exhibition of the class under instruction to show that he is
gidng the result of his life-work for the good of his country.
His highest ambition has been to bring out and develop all the
inventive talent and genius there is in the officers who are sent
there from year to year, either as instructors or students, and his
pride has been to show 'vhat they can do, rather than "·hat he
can do himself. The keenest observer "·ouldnot discover a spirit
of jealousy or self-seeking in Prof. Farmer; and this abnegation
of self has been one of the charms which have drawn all hearts to
him during the many eventful years of his life, since it has been
his privilege to be a benefit to the world through his rare and
wonderful mechanical gifts, "·hich have always been at the command of friend or foe. To the highest and low-est he is alike
accessible, and the advice and information, so constantly asked on
all subjects, is never withheld. His profession requires deep research and profound thought, and he finds his reward in searching after hidden things in science, that he may utilize them for
the good of the human race.
He stands in the foremost rank of scientific men ; and it may,
perhaps, be truthfully said, that as an electrician he is without a
peer on this side of the Atlantic, while among the scientists of Great
Britain, France, and Germany his opinions are quoted as authority.
His reputation is world-wide, and his inventions everywhere known.
He is often called as an electrical expert in the United States courts,
where his statements are never questioned. He has taken out a
great many different patents, of which the world has now the benefit. An eminent electrician said of him recently,-"1\Ir. Farmer has
undoubtedly done more real and lasting good to the world through
his abandoned inventions, than through those which he has perfected ; for the former are seed-thoughts scattered over the "·orld,
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which many will gather up, and from them reap a harvest after
his life-work is over." As a man and citizen, Prof. Farmer's influence has ever been on the side of right. To the poor he has
been ever a friend; to the weak, a helper.
Unlike many scientists of the day, whose speculations lead them
to doubt the existence of a Deity, and of a divine revelation,
Prof. Farmer sees in all the works and laws of nature a divine
mind. Each new discovery, to him, is one of God's thoughts, and
with him religion and science go hand in hand. Hence his is a
Christian household, and there are few happier homes than his.
Not many men have done more for the present and future generations than Moses Gerrish Farmer.
FESSENDEN, WILLIAlV[ PITT.

He was son of Gen. Samuel Fessenden of Portland, :1\Iaine,
and Ruth Greene, of Boscawen, and was born 16 Oct., 1806: in
the house subsequently owne(l hy Dea. Thomas Gerrish. 'l'he
child was christened after the Episcopal service, Daniel \Vebster
being godfather. He graduated from Bowdoin college in 1823,
with distinguished honors, receiving his degree of A. B. before he
had attained his seventeenth year. Such precocity has had few
parallels: one is that of Edward Everett; another, the great commoner of England for whom he was named-"\Villiam Pitt.
During his college days he taught school in Lewiston, l\Ie.,
then a small village, where he employed his winter evenings in
reading the books in the village library, consisting of about fifty
volumes, such as Biglancl's History of the \Vor1d, Rollin's Ancient
History, and Plutarch's Lives.
l\1r. Fessenden studied law with his father and Ron. Charles S.
Davis, of Portland, and was admitted to the bar at the age of
twenty-one, opening an office in 1827 at Bridgeton, an insignificant town, remaining there two years, and then moving to Portland, into his father's office. From thence he went to Bangor,
but returned to Portland and settled permanently in 1832, associating himself with Ron. "\Villiam "\Villis.
He was elected the same year to represent the city in the state
legislature. He was also offered the \Vhig nomination to congress, but declined being a candidate. He was chosen delegate
to the national convention which nominated Henry Clay. De-
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clining a reelection to the legislature, he deYoted himself wholly•
to his profession from 1832 to 1839, when he was again elected
to the legislature. He was a \Vhig, but the majorit.v of the
legislature v;ere Democrats; yet so highly was he esteemed that he
was made chairman of the judiciary committee. In 18-!:0 he was
nominated to congress by the \Vhigs, and was elected, outrunning the strength of his party. Although he was then but thirtyfive years of age, he made a very favorable impression by his
speeches. He declined a renomination in 1843, and returned to
his profession, receiYing the votes of his party for U. S. senator.
From 1845 to 1852 he gave himself wholly to his profession, with
a constantly extendii1g practice an(l reputation. During this
perioLl he attractE-d great attention by his argument before the
supreme court at \Vashington, by which he succeeded in reversing
a decision by Judge Story.
In 18-!:0 he was a member of the national convention that nominated Gen. Harrison for the presidency; in 1848, a member o£
the convention that nominated Gen. Taylor, in which he supported the claims of l\Ir. \Vebster ; in 1850 he was a candidate for
congress, but unwillingly. He was believed to be elected, lmt
the seat being giYen to his competitor, he declined to contest it.
In 1852 he was a member of the convention that nominatefl
Gen. Scott; in 1853 elected to the U. S. senate by one branch
of the legislature, but a concurrent vote was required, and
there was no choice. In 1854 he was again elected to the
legislature, which was Democratic in both branches. The Kansas-N ebraslm question operating as a disturbing clement, he was
elected U. S. senator on the first bal1ot, by a union of the \Vhigs
and Free Soil Democrats. This signalized the formation of the
Republican party in ~bine, in which Mr. Fessenden remained
ever after a leading exponent.
He took his seat in the senate on the 23d of February, and on
the night of l\farch 3d made one of the most eloquent and effective
speeches delivered against the Kansas-Nebraska bill. This effort
at once made him a leading membe1· of the senate, and his ,·oice
was heard whenever any important question was in order. He
introduced the French spoliation bill, opposed a bill for increasing
the army, discussed the bill for protecting United States officers,
spoke on our relations with England, Kansas affairs, on the Iowa
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senatorial election, etc., etc. He reviewed President Buchanan's
message on the Kansas question in the most severe manner.
During this time he was a leading member on the finance committee. In 1859 he was elected to the senate for six years, aml
was made chairman of the finance and library committees, and
regent of the Smithsonian Institute. The year before, Bowdoin
college eonferred on him the <legree of LL.D., and HaiTard paid
him the same compliment in 1864. In 1861 he \\'as appointed a.
member of the peace congress which met in February.
1'hronghout the war :nrr. Fessenden, in his clmracter as senator,
was a firm friend and ally of the Union cause, giving it the
assistance of his logic, eloquence, aml counsel, and as chairman of
the finance committee a.iding the seeretary of the treasury in
maintaining the national credit. In 1864, on the 30th of June,
l\Ir. Chase resigned the secretaryship of the treasnry. An instant
panic ensnetl, and gold, that snbtle index of pnl•lic feeling, rose
from 00 premium on .June 30th, to 185 premium July 11th. The
new secretary wonlu he expected to quiet this storm, and Mr.
Fessenden was chosen by :Mr. Lincoln as the new secretary. He
hesitate<l to accept, his health was so delicate, and the responsibility difficult an<l overwhelming. Senators and cabinet officers
urged, howen~r, and he entered on his duties the 5th of July.
The whole country looked t<? him for aid. The paper dollar was
worth only thirty-four cents. The sale of new loans had been
proYilled for, hut they fonnd comparatively few purchasers. Germany, Holland, awl Switzerland were our foreign markets, a,nd
political l•::tnkruptcy seem ed at lea,st possible. :nrr. Fessenden
then foun<l it his duty, and a, dnty a,s imperative as it was a,rdnons,
to r::tise at once the large sums necessary for carrying on the war,
and at the same time to enhance the value of the securities already
afloat. He appealed to the people., and, by withholding any further immediate issue of greenbacks, he inJnced the banks of the
country to adopt the national banking system. So successful was
he, that, on his resigni11g the secretaryship to take his sent ngain
in the senate, to '"hich he had been reelected, on the 4th of
:March, 18()5, gohl had reeeded to 90, anu on the 11th of .1\fay following it was qnotecl at 30. \Vhile secretary he urged upon congress a more effecti,,e system of taxation.
In the spring of 1868 the trial of President Johnson 1egan.
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Contrary to the hopes of many ardent members of the Republican
party, l\Ir. Fessenden voted against impeachment. He ga,,e his
reasons clearly anu explicitly. A storm of abuse was showered
upon him, but he braved it all, and before his death regained in a
great measure the confidence and esteem of those who had been
most bitter.
In some respects l\Ir. Fessenden was the foremost senator during his long period of service. In many critical stages of legislation his word was decisiYe, and few were the measures of congress which did not bear the marks of his acute intellect and his
sturdy devotion to public interests. This honorable distinction is
not due so much to his learning, or to any striking originality of
genius, as to the singular harmony of his powers for the legislative arena. He was equally quick anu cool. No assault could
disturb his equanimity, and his attack was as adroit as Yigorous.
He had a great faculty for condensation, of going straight to
the point, of using none but the most direct and lucid English.
\Vhen he was transferred to the senate, he was the best follower
that \Vebster ever had there in clear and com1mct statement. But
what particularly gave force to his words was the high character
of the man.
lie was long a sufferer from dyspepsia, and for many years
was an invalid, yet by force of will going on with his work.
He was of medium height, frail in person, but erect always,
whether sitting or standing. His clear gray eyes lookeJ out oYer
finely drawn features, that seldom changed, even under his most
fe1Tid oratory. To those who did not know him, he may have
been classed as stern and unyielding; but beneath a cold exterior
a warm heart was beating.
Once an estrangement occurred between l\Ir. Fessenden and a
senator, from 'Yonls spoken in debate. After a few clays of coldness, the page of the senate laid a note on Mr. Fessenden's Jesk,
sent by the senator, who said,-" If I have offended you, I ask
your forgiveness ; if you have offended me, I have forgotten it."
In an instant l\Ir. Fessenden was on his feet. He crossed the
chamber, and '-rith tears in his eyes, reached out his hand to his
ola friend.
JVIr. Fessenden, in debate, once dropped a word which was
thought to be an insult to l\Ir. Seward. \Vhen informed of it,
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and seeing that a wrong construction might be placed upon it, he
went instantly to l\Ir. Seward and said," J\Ir. Seward, I have insulted you. I am sorry for it. I did
not mean it."
The apology, so prompt and frank, delightedl\Ir. Seward, who,
grasping the offered hand, replied," God lJless you, Fessenden; I wish yon ·would insult me
again!"
J\Ir. Fessenden was an ahle Jebater:-his style clear, forcible,
concise, direct; his language simple and natural. There was a
striking resemblance between him and Hon. \Vi11iam E. Gladstone, of England,-the same methods and mann er, force, em·nestness, tenacity of purpose, clearness of statement, precision and
elegance of diction.
He died suddenly, Sept. 8, 18G9, after a week's illness.

.

FRENCH, HENRY S. G., REV.,

\Vas the son of J\fr. Joel French, a trader of Boscawen, with ·whom
Daniel \Y ebster ],oarded a part of the time during his residence
in Boscawen. He was born in the house now occupied by Mr.
James Gill, nearly opposite the Congregational meeting-house,
27 April, 1801. Upon the death of l\Ir. French, the son became an
apprentice as printer to George Hough, in Concord. He gre[ttly
desired to obtain a collegiate education, and by industry and economy prepared himself for college, and graduated at Yale in 1833.
He spent three years in the Andover Theological Seminary, graduating in 183G. He married Sarah C. Allison, of Concord, and
saile<l to the East Indies as a missionary, preaching at Singapore
a few months while acquiring the Siamese language.
H e was of slender frame, and unable to witlu;tand the enervating influences of a tropic[).] climate. He died at Bangkok, capital
of Siam, 14: Feb., 1842. [See Gen.]
FELLOWS, HEZEKIAH.

He was born in Salisbury, 22 Dec., 1782; settled in Boscawen,
on Corser hill, and with his brotl1er, :Moses, engaged in trade,
doing a, large business, for a conn try store, from 1820 to 1830.
He was elected town-clerk iu 1817, and continued to fill the office
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to 185:3, when, under the generaJ sweep of the " Know Nothing"
or Nath·e American party, which had a sudden rise and quick decline, he failed of an election. He was elected representative with
Ezekiel \Yebster in 1820; again in 1824 and 1825.
He was a ma,n of grea-t probity of chn-mcter. His word was as
good a,s his bond. His fellow-citizens trusted him implicitly, nor
did 11C' eYer do an act to forfeit their confidence. He ·wa.s a justic<:> of the pen-ce; a,ml, in the days when men resortel1 to litiga-tion for settlement of their difficnlties, Esquire Fellows ·wa,s the
ma-gistrate who >Yonltl decide \Yithout fear or favor to either pa-rty,
but ou t he merits of the case.
He den-It honestly with all men. His prices of whatever he
ba-d for sa-le were plainly mn-rke<-1 on his goods. He had no cypher
to represent the cost or the price. Be the purcha-ser the most respectetl citizen of the community, or one low Llown in society,
there wa,s the sa-me lin<:> of comlnct. A child woult1 clri,re jn:;t u.s
good a, ba-rgain u.s the shrewtlest a-dult.
He "\Ya-s kind, ge~ia,l, pa-tient, endowetl richly with commonsense, a-nd sense that is not alwa-ys common. \Yhen the Congregationa-l meeting-honse wa,s erected in 18:?3, he presented the
society with a brge Bible for the pulpit. He wa.s a, consta-nt attencbnt a-t church, occupying the pew nea-rest the pulpit a-t the
right ha.nd.
Prior to 1835, it wa-s the cnstom of town-clerks to ma,ke pnlJlic
announcement of those intending ma-rria-ge, which ·was done by
Esquire Fellows upon the pronouncement of the hem·diction, at
the dose of the n-ft<:>rnoon senice. The congrega-tion \Yaited to
h ear the "crying/' as it was tcrmetl, and possibly allowerl the publishin g of the ba-ns to usurp the place of the sermon in their minds,
as they smiled a-nd nodtlctl one to a-nother.
Esquire Fellows was simple in all his ways. He ha-d many warm
fri ends in Boston, whieh city he u~etl to visit twice a year to purcha-se goods, for which he a-lways pn-itl cash [for famil~,, se>e Genealogy]. He resided in the house now standing opposite the residence of l\Irs. Simeon B. Little. He diecl, 10 Oct., 1861, honored
and respected by all.
FELLOWS, l\'IOSES.

Capt. Moses Fellows, son of ~Ioses FelloiYS, hrother of Hezekia-h,
was born in Salisbury, 26 Jan., 1786. He lea.rned the trade of
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joiner, and settled in Boscawen, in the house now the residence
of R ev. 1\Ir. Buxton, to which he n,(hled a second story about
1835 or 1836. He \Yas elected S(•leetman in 1825, '26, :21, '28,
'2!), 30, '31, '33, '3;'3, '37, '30, a11d without doubt wonl<l have
been again m11l again entrusted with the affairs of the town
had he not removed to SalisJmry. He was elected representa-tin in 1832 and 1835, and "·a::; repeatet11y moderator. He "·as
energetic in business, and gave th e same fidelity to hi s public
duties that he gave to hi s private interests. H e \nts a superior
mechanic., mHl made the motlel for th e covered Jnitl ge across the
Bbelnmter, 110w stmHling. Like his ln·other, he was el1(lowed
with that sense which goes by the name of common, Lut which is
understood to be superior to the sense of most men. He was decided in hi s convictions of what was right antl what was Lest, nor
did he ever h esitate to make th em known. H e \vas a snpporter
of civil and religious institutions, anfl his influeDce was enr on
th e side of ri glit. His r emo,·al to Salisbury was felt to Le a loss
to tl1e town. He died in Sa1is1ury, 186-!.
GAGE, WILLIAM H.

Hon. \Yilliam Haselton Gage was lJorn in Sanl,ornton, 21
l\Iarch, 1701; removecl to Boscawen in 1804, antl enteretl the empl oy of Col. Isaac Chandler, on th e farm occupying the southeastern corner of th e town, which upon the death of Col. Chandler
came into hi s possession. After rein:tining with Col. C. fom years,
h e return ed to l1is natiYe town, amllearned the bu::;in ess of tlress:ing cloth of .Jonathan Chase, r eturning to Bosca wen in 1812,
wh ere he began the bu sinesses of lumbering, wool-carding, ancl
cloth-dressing. These occupations engrossetl hi s attention to 1833.
Th e building in which h e lJ egan business n ow forms part of the
"Harris" manufactory.
l\Ir. Gage in his political views differed from a majority of the
citizens of th e town, ancl thongh a D emocrat, such was hi::; probity,
so nni versa11y was h e esteemed, that party lin es were forgotte n,
awl the man, not the politit:ian, was elected as representative in
1833, and again in 1836. He served frequ ently as selectman,
was elected road commissioner for the county in 1841-2, and
a memb er of the senate in 1846, '47, an<l '48.
H e ·was social and kind to all, given to ho spitality, and a firm
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supporter of religious and educational institutions. His life was
prolonged to see the little neighborhood, of a few dwellings in
1804, increase to a thrifty village.
His early educational aclYantages were limited-a want keenly felt, and which awakened a desire to do ·what he conld to
promote tl1e education of his children and the community. He
was active in the establishment of Penacook academy, conveying
hYo acres to the institution as a free gift, and contributing liberally towards the erection of the builclings. In this connection, it is
worthy of notice that \Vm. H. Gage and his brother Richard
occupied a large property jointly bventy-seven years, and when
th e children of both arrived at manhood, a separation was accomplished in the same spirit in which the brothers had lived quietly
and satisfactorily. l\Ir. Gage married Polly, daughter of Bradbury l\Iorrison, of Sanbornton, 25 Jan .. 1814. He died 26 Sept.,
1872. His wife died 15 Feb., 1833 (see Gen.).
GAGE, ISAAC IL

Isaac Kimball Gage, son of \Vm. H. and Polly (Morrison) Gage,
was horn 27 Oct., 1818, obtained his education at the district
school and one year at Franklin and Boscawen academies. In
1841 he succeeded ~Teremiah Kimball as partner in trade with
Luth er G. Johnson, in Fisherville, in the store opposite his present
residence. He remained in trade till 1850, when, desiring a more
active and profitable employment, he moYed to Lawrence, ].\lass.,
and entcre<l the serYice of the Essex Co. In 1852, upon the organization of the first city government, he was elected to the common eonncil, and in 1853 was president of that body.
Returning to Boscawen in 1854, he became one of the firm of
Gage, Porter & Co., in the manufacture of saws, which has been
since carried on. He has frequently been chosen to fill offices in
town, was treasurer of the :New England Agricultural Society
from 1865 to 1869, "·as member of the convention to revise the
constitution in 1876, and is president of the Penacook Savings
Bank.
:Mr. Gage married :Miss Susan Johnson, daughter of Reuben
Johnson, 27 Oct., 1842 [see Gen.].

Residence of Dea. Thomas Gerrish.
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GERRI S H , TliOl\:IAS.

D ea. 'rh omas Gerrish, son of Col. H enry Gerrish, was born
12 Sept., 1786. H e married (1) B etsey G<:'rrish, daughter of Col.
Joseph Gerri sh, his cousin; (2) E lizabeth Patrick, sister of R ev.
\Ym. P atri ck, of Canterbury. H e settletl on Boscawen Plain,
purchas in g th e estate formerly occupi ed by N athani el Gree ne, Esq.,
a vi ew of which is given in thi s volum e. H e was an admirer of
horses, especially those adapted t o farm work, and had a ~ p a n so
well train ed that he never tiretl of th em. On Sunday, before the
meeting-house was repaired, wh en , at the close of th e service, the
seats went down with a bang, the horses, knowing that they were
needed, were accustom ed to back out of th e shed and move to the
door-step, rea.dy for th eir kind-h earted master, knowin g that oats
were in waiting at home. \Vhen threshing machines came into
use D ea. Gerrish purchased one, and employed his horses profitably from Augu st till mid-winter, threshing for th e farm ers
throughout th e county.
H e was energetic, an early ri ser, aml prompt in all hi s actions.
The energy which char:wt erized hi s daily bnsiness " ·as manifest
in hi::; rt:> li gions life. H e was an earnes t Christian, a pillar in the
chnrch, and was deacon for man y years. H e was kind and
genial, and was not only honored and res pected, but was regartled
with affecti on by all who kn ew him. H e was elected representative two ye ars [see Offi ce rs].
Durin g th e b st years of his life he resided with his son T homas
in \Vel1ster. His old age was heautiful, through his res ignation,
hopefuln ess, and expectation of a Letter life beyond the present.
H e died 10 F eb., 1875.
GERRISH, HE N RY, COL.

Col. H enry Gerrish, the el<lest son of Capt. Stephen Gerrish,
one of the first settl ers, was born in B oscawen, 2 l\Iay, 1742.
H e was actiYe in public affairs t hrough life, possess ing all the
qualiti es of charact er to make him a leader in any community,
and especially in a community like that of Boscawen.
In 17GG, at the age of twenty·four, he was an ensign in the
milit ia, and a selec tman. H e was often elected moderator o£
the town-meetings. H e was elected delegate to the first state
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convention, in 177 J; again, in 1775, representing Boscawen and
Salis bury; again, in 1779 and '80.
He was a land surveyor, and his serYices were ca11ed for in
e'l'ery direction, not only by the citizens of Boscawen, but of the
surrounding towns. He was called upon to lay out roads.
Being a justice of the peace, he was often selected as the fairminded an<l judicious magistrate and arbiter, to settle the difficulties between the citizens of the town and county.
He \Yas captain in the militia at the breaking out of the ReYolution, and marched with the minute-men to 1\fedford, upon the
receipt of the news of the battle of Lexington. He was lieutenant-colon el of Stickney's regiment at the time of the Bennington
campaign, but, haYing been detailed to other duty, was not in
the battle. He was present at the surrender of Burgoyne, being
on the left flank of Burgoyne at Battenkill, 'vhere he acted as
clerk at the sale of some of the plunder taken from the British.
The mess-book used on that ocrasion is still in existence. He
often acted as the town's agent during the Re,Tolution, performing the duties assigned him with tlw same care and cuergy that
characterized the management of hi~ pri Yate affairs.
He li\T<>d on Fish street, and was owner of a large tract of land,
now the county farm. His house stood near the present lmildings. He was a blacksmith as we11 as land-smTeyor, and forged
mi11-cranks and made mill-saws in his forge and on a common anvil. He kept a tavern, and his house was known as the Tr:-wellers' Home. 1\Iany people, too poor to pay for a Led, passed the
night under his roof, sleeping on hear-skins before the generous
fire in the large old-fashioned fireplace in his bar-room.
It is narrated that the settlers from New Chester (Hill), Bristol, Bridgewater, and other towns up the 1\Ierrimack, wh en the
corn-mi11 at the head of King street "'as the nearest to their homes,
were accustomed to leaYe home in the morning, reach Col. Gerrish's,
spend the night in his bar-room, purchase a grist, ca1T~T it to the
mi11 on their backs, get it groull<l in season to return to the hospitable hom e at night, ·where they would make a J ohuny-cake,
or basty-pudd ing, for supper and breakfast; and on the third
morning, with the bag on their backs, start for their distant
homes.
CoL Gerrish became an extensiYe land-owner. At that time, large
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tracts of land in th e north ern pnrt of the state could ue hnd at
low rates, and he uecame proprietor of many thou sand acres.
H.ev. l\fr. Price says of him, that " from early life he was a professor of religi on, and uniformly gave his support to r eligious society. H e acquired a great e::;tate, a nd Lrought up a large family
of chil Llren, t he most of wh om he lived to see well settled, and
whose hauits evidencctl that his gove rnm ent ove r them wa::; salutary ; and hi s house, though for many years the stranger's home,
was a house of order."
GER RISH, FitANK L.,

Only son of Col. Enoch and Miranda (Lawrence) Gerrish, was
hom 10 l\Iay, 1855, etlucated at Phillips academy, . . \ndover,
Mass., and at the Chantller Scientific Sehool, at Han o,·er. H e
afterward::; served a year in th e New Hampshire Savings Bnnk
in Coneonl, and is now preparing himself for agricultural pursuits, to which he is devotedly attached.
GEitlt iSH,

E~OCH,

COL .,

Only son of Isaac and Ca rolin e (L awrence) Gerrish, \Yas born at the
ohl homestead, on High street, 28 J u1y, 1822. H e obtained his
education at the academies in Boscawen, F ranklin, and l\Ieriden.
On th e death of hi s father he inherited a large portion of his
estate, and with it, at the age of t wenty, came th e care and management of an extensive farm. An adLlition of more than one
hundred acres made it one of the largest in l\Ierrimack county.
For twenty years he <le,·oted hi s time to the culti,·ati on and improvement of his soil, successfully d e,·eloping its re::;ources uy
rai sin g live stock, hay, and wool, when its hen.vy growth of wood
and timber attracted th e attention of th e lumber manufact urer,
to whom it was sold in 1865.
Possess ing a love for military pa rade aml drill, he was promoted from the lowest rank to that of colonel of th e 21st Hegimellt N. H. l\Iilitia.
H e wJ.s often elect ell to fill the ' 'a rio us offices in town, the
duties of which were well performed. A friend to the church
where hi s aucestors worshippell, and to reli gio us institutions generally, he manifested an interest in all measures that contriLutecl
to their us efulness.
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He moved to Concord after the sale of his farm, where his
sound judgment, particularly in matters of finance, was duly appreciated, as is shown by his appointment as one of the trustees of
the New Hampshire Savings Bank in Concord, and of the Rolfe
& Rumford Asylum.
GERRISH, ISAAC.

Isaac Gerrish, who resided on the homestead inherited from his
father, at the foot of Gerrish hill, on High street, was born 27
Nov., 1782. By his untiring industry and frugality he from time
to time added to the old homestead, so that he \Yas the possessor
of the largest cultivated farm in town, which was devoted to stockraising, and manufacturing butter and cheese. The products
of the dairies of Boscawen were well and favorably known in the
markets of New England. His dwelling and out-buildings were
burned 1 l\Iay, 1824. The same year he built a new set of buildings, which at that time were the largest and most commodious in
town. His services and advice were frequently sought for in
making deeds, wills, and other papers, usually executed by a justice of the peace. Being a neigh hor of Rev. Dr. \Vood, his attachments to him, and the church of \Yhich he was pastor, were
very strong, and his place at the meetings was seldom vacant. A
kind neighbor, strongly attached to friends, given to hospitality,
his house was open ; and the pleasant firesides in the large rooms
of his dwelling will be long remembered by the many who have
enjo,red them. He died 22 Aug., 1842.
GERRISH, EXOCH, l\IAJ.

:Maj. Enoch Gerrish, third son of Capt. Stephen, one of the first
settlers, was born in Boscawen 23 Jan., 1750. \Vhen eighteen
years of age he built his log cabin on the east side of the road
now called High street, where he cleared five acres of land, being
part of the homestead where he and his posterity have since resided. Chestnut rails, split by him one hundred and ten years
ago, are now in a good state of preservation on the farm. Although his principal occupation was the care and improvement of
his land, he had a fondness for mechanical labor, and framed
many of the buildings in town, including the churcl1es. The first
bridge across the l\1errimack, at the Plain, was built by him. He
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had a love for military parade, as his title indicntes. During his
life, he wns chosen to fill the offices of moderntor, selectman, nnd
representntin to the genernl court. A mnn strictly religions, he
joi1wd Dr. \Yood's church in 1781, and wns elected deacon m
1783, an office which he hehl until his denth, 1 l\hy, 1821.
GETIRISH, JACOB,

The fifth son of Col. Henry nncl l\Iarthn (Clough) Gerrish, was
born nt the old homestend on the river rond, now the l\Ierrimnck
county almshouse, 10 Nov., 177!). His fnther wns n large landowner, nnd wns able to give to each of his sons, as they became of
age, a quantity of lnnd suitable for a farm. The portion assigned
to Jacob is situated just north of the homestead. He married
Sarah, llaughter of David Ames, of Canterbury, 15 April, 1803,
settled npon his lnnd, and continued th e labor of clearing the rich
intervale, surrounding him s'elf with the comforts of home. Tlw
farm e:x:tende<l westerly nearly one mile, from the river to the sawmill built by Benjamin nn<l John Kimball, comprising, in addition
to th e intervale, the low lnnds drained by "Stirrup Iron Brook,"
and the high lnnd beyond known as "light-gains." The intervale
was co,·erecl with a gro·wth of large pine trees, 'vhich in clearing
were rolled into the river to get rid of them.
On this fnrm he reared n lnrge fnmily. He subsequently ncldecl
to his estate on the east side of the river, in Northfield and Canterbury, so that he was able to sub-divide nnd gin to each of his
three sons a valuable farm. On the completion of his new and
substantial dwelling, now standing near the railroad depot, he
opened it as n hotel, which he kept for many yenrs. His house
was often the head-quarters of the lumbermen from the north,
who were engaged in driving logs down the ~Ierrimnck to be
manufnctured into lumber at the mills near the mouth of the Contoocook He was kind and hospitable to strangers, indulgent to
his family, a good neighbor, active in sustaining schools and the
institutions of religion, and ready to ai(l ii;J.. every effort to advance
the prosperity of the town. He died 22 l\hy, 1861.
GETIRISII, MARTHA C., MRS.,

Daughter of Jeremiah Clough, Esq.~ of Canterhury, N. H., was
born 10 Nov., 1742. She married Col. Henry Gerrish, of Bos-
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cawcn, 10 No,·., 17f53, and was the worthy mother of seYen sons
and fonr daughters. The united ages of these eleven chilJren
amount to oYer 850 years,-average age exceeding 77.
Her early years were thrilled
with the events of Indian wars
ancl hlock-honse life, the family
residing for a time in the fort at
Canterbury, of which her father
was commantler. EnJmYe<l with
a vigorous constitution, and inured to the privations and hardships of frontier life, she "·as a
pattern of indu;-;try and frugality, "\Yorking willingly with her
hantls." Like the model \Yife described in I-)ro,·. 31, she was also
skilful and ingenious ; and there
is now in the possession of one
of her grand-dau·ghters a skirt
of home-made cloth, embroidered
in colors from natural flowers by
::\Iartha Clough in 1163.
In
those days it often became necessary for women to assist their
husbands and brothers on the
farm. Sai<l one of her sons,-" ::\Iy mother, when twenty years of
age, would mow all Jay in the field, and keep up with the men."
Anoth er son remembered seeing his father ride on horseback
three miles to church, with his \Yife sitting on a pillion behind
l1im, each ·with a child in arms. On showing her profile (see
engraving) to Dea. Thomas Gerrish, her youngest son, only fi,·e
weeks before his death, he said,-" That looks like my mother's
face;" and then added, "I remember of her riding to meeting on
l10rseback, while I, a boy of fifteen, sat on behind." :Thirs. Gerrish died 15 Oct., 1826.
GREEXE, NATIIAXIEL.

Nathaniel Greene was bo1't1 in Boscawen, 20 l\Iny, 1791. He
was christened Peter; but having great respect for the mem-
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ory of his father, by permission of the legislature of J\fassachusetts he took the name of Nathaniel.
Ellucational advantages at the beginning of the century 'rere
limited to eight or ten weeks of schooling in winter, and a term
of about the same length in summer. Two of his teachers were,:1\fiss Lucy Hartwell, 'vho afterwards became the wife of Col.
Timothy Dix, and Rev. Henry Coleman, then a young man, who
subsequently was a minister in Salem, l\Iass., aml who 'tlistinguished himself as a writer on agricultural subjects. One of :Mr.
Greene's schoolmates was J olm Adams Dix. Together they
stood with their toes to a crack in the floor, their spelling-books
in their hands, and made their "manners" when Lucy Hart\Yell
said, "Attention ! "
At the age of ten he went to Hopkinton, and became a clerk in
a store. \Vhile there he had some three months' acltlitionaJ schooling.
The death of his father when he was but eleven yea.rs of a.ge,
leaving a.n emba.rrassed estate, compelled him to begin the struggle of life under a.dverse circumsta.nces. He wa.s a grea.t reader,
a.ml devoured all books tha.t ca.me in his wa.y, a.nd which he could
find time to rea.tl. By chance he read a. memoir of Fmnldin,
which awakened in him a. desire to be a. printer, a.ncl especia.lly to
become a.n editor. The idea. took complete possession of his
youthful mind. He thought of it by da.y, a.nd drea.med of it by
night.
At this tin;e-1809-a. new pa.per made its appea.ra.nce in Concord-the New IIarnpshi1·e Patriot, esta.blished by Isa.a.c Hill.
On the 4th of Jnly he walked from Hopkinton to Concord, a.nd
offered himself to Mr. Hill as a.n apprentice, a.nd took his pbce a.t
the ca.se. Tha.t, however, wa.s not th e end of his ambition, but
only the beginning. It wa.s not to give other men's thoughts to
the world, but his own.
Ha.ving left Mr. Hill, he beca.me connected in 1812 with the
Concord Gazette, published by Jesse Tuttle. This wa.s the beginning of his editoria.l ca.reer. Th e newspa.per a.t tha.t time nsua.lly contained a. ponderous a.rticle on some politica.l topic, the
btest news from Europe, the victories of the French a.rmies or of
the Prussians, hut very little loca.l informa.tion. There were no
reports of meetings, no gathering up of home incidents. The
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paper was issued weekly, and there was abundant time for an editor to prepare his thunderbolt to launch at the opposing political
party.
In 1814 l\Ir. Greene moved to Portsmouth, and became connected with the New IIampshire lVctr Journal, published by
Beck & Foster. He remained there only a year, when he removed
to Haverhill, ~Iass., and became connected with the Haverhill
Gazet?'e, published by Burrell & Tileston. In this situation,
although but eighteen years of age, he had the sole editorial supenision of the paper.
In 1817, at the age of twenty, he became his own publisher,
and started the Essex Patriot. The vigor and energy of his
writing had already attracted the attention of the public, and he
was invited by some of the Democratic Republican politicians to
start a paper in Boston; and, complying with the request, he issued,
on G:E'eb., 1821, the first number of the Boston Statesman, a weekly,
still in existence. At that time there was a triangular contest for
the presidency, and the Statesman adYocated the election of ,V,
H. Crawford; but the result of the election-the elevation of John
Quincy Adams to the presidential chair-and the great and increasing popularity of Gen. Jackson, made it apparent to the
far-seeing young editor that the succeeding election would bring
Gen. Jackson prominently before the public. 1\Ir. Greene labored
earnestly to bring about the nomination and election of the hero
of New Orleans; and the triumph of the party, in 1828, paved
the way for l\Ir. Greene's future political success. ·
He was appointed post-master of Boston in 1829, and occupied
that official position until the accession of Gen. Harrison to the
presidency, when he was succeeded by 1\Ir. George 'Vm. Gordon;
and although this was one of the first public remoYals of the new
administration, yet one of the last measures of President Tyler
was to reinstate l\Ir. Greene in the same office, which he occupied
until after the election of Zachary Taylor, in 184:9. 1\Ir. Greene
had the reputation of conducting this department to the entire approval of the national executive, and, by his urbane and conciliatory deportment, to the satisfaction of the public in Boston.
\Vhile thus absorbed in official and editorial duties, he found
time to acquire the French, Italian, and German languages. The
French was taken up without much difficulty, as was also the
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Italian; and in a few weeks he was aLle to read th em. H e pnblisLecl, in 1836, a history of Italy, translated by himself from the
Italian ; antl subsequ ently, as a birth-clay present to his ni ece,
h e tran slated U mline from the German into the Italian. This
work ·was read by Signor nlonte, at that tim e professor of
Italian at HarVard college, who pronounced it admirably done,
and requirin g Yery little alt eration t o be ready for publication.
In 1836, at the sugges ti on of a fri end, he began German,
purchasing a, dictionary, a grammar, and a set of Van der Velde's
works. Taking them home, he sat down in the evenin g, and began " ·ith the title-page. Th e first word was " die," which, on
referring to the dictionary, he found to be the definit e article
"the." H e '"rote down the word, and went on to th e next, which
was " wiede1· taufm·." H e turned to the dictionary, but could
not find it. R ecollecting that many words in German are compounds, he looked for "wiede1·,'' and found that it mean t " again."
Th en looking for "taufe1·," he found that it meant "haptiser;"
and said to himself that "wieder taufer" must mean the re-baptiser, or Anabaptist. This was the title-page. H e thus began
with the first sentence of the t ext, and before retiring to rest
completed th e first period of a line and a half.
This was about Christmas time. Every evening during the
winter he went on with his translation, and about the first of J\Iay
following published the results of his labor in two clnodecimo Yolumes, entitled " Tales from the German." He translated about
fifty Yolumes, many of which have b een published. Such literary
perseverance has few parallels.
J\fr. Greene had a fine poetic fancy. :Many of his contributions
have been given to the public over the signature of " Boscawen,"
choosing the place of his birth as his nom de plume. His stanzas
entitled " P etrarch and Laura," published· in th e Boston Transc1·ipt, are marked by smoothn ess of rhy thm and delicate sentiment:
PETRARCH AKD LAURA .
Oh! deem not P etrarcb all unblest,
Iu that h e L aura nev er knew;
That no fond word his ear car essed,
In fair r eturn for love so tru e;
That no response he eve r beard
To lays in which his love was t old
In sweeter strains than lo\'e's own bird
In grove or forest ever trolletl.
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Though Laura might disdain to bear
The music from his heart-strings wrung,
Those strains now reaeh the listening ear
In every land and every tongue.
Though made the subject of her scorn,
From which in life he suffered long,
There's many a maiden, then unborn ,
""ho since bath loved him for his song.
:Not unrewarded nor unblest
The sorrows he in song deplored;
His sonnets oft relieved the breast
From which the strains divine were poured.
They won for him unrlying fame,
'Vhich brightens with the lapse of time,
And eternized fair Laura's name,
Embalmed in "choice Italian" rhyme.

After retiring from public life, l\1r. Greene spent a long period
abroad, travelling through Europe. \Vhile in Paris, in 185~, he
received intelligence of the death of a beloved daughter, who died
at Panama, while on her way to San Frnncisco to establish a
Home of the Sisters of Charity, to which order she had become attached. The fatl1er's heart, wrung with grief, found e:s:]!ression
in the appended feeling tribute to her memory :
TO 1\IY DAUGHTER IN BEAVEN.
I hall on earth but only thee;
Thy love was all th e world to me;
.And thou hast sought the silent shore
Where I had thought to go before !
A way from thee, in sad exile,
l\ly lips had long unlearned to smile;
Dright wit might flash, r ed wine might pour,
But I, alas! could smile no more!
Thy death in these my fading years,
!lath sealed and seared the fount of tears;
:My heart may bleed at every pore,
Dut I, alas! can weep no more!
Ah! how thy loss my soul cloth rend,
1\ly only daughter, sister, friend!
Of thee bereft, all joy is o'er,
~~ ncl I, on earth, can hope no more.
But in those realms beyond the sun,
In that bright heaven thy faith hath won,
'Vhere thou and kindred spirits reign,
There haply shall we meet again.
Paris, Sept. 20th, 1852.

-~".
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1\Tr. Greene married Miss Susan, daughter of Rev. \Vm. Batchelder, of HaYerhill, :Mass. His son, \Vm. B. Greene, was educated at \Y est Point, and serYed as li eutenant in the U.S. Army;
but resignin g his commission he entered the ministry, and settled
in Brookfield. )[ass. He marri ed a daughtL•r of Robert G. Shaw,
Esi]., of Boston. At th e breaking out of the Rebellion he was
li\·ing abroad. At the news of the attack upon Fort Sumter he
hasten ed home, and offered his services to th e gonrnmont. He
was appointed colonel of the 14th :l\Iass. Volunteers, which he
ably drillNl as a he:wy artillery regiment, and commanded the
line of fortifications on the I>otomac, se rving with distinction.
Mr. Nathaniel Greene died 29 No\·., 1877, at the age of eighty
years and fiye months. From among many of th e obituary
noticc>s of him ,,.e quote the following: "Another of Boston's
oltl and di stinguished citizens has been added to the vanished
throng. Few names ha,·e been more closely identified with tl1e
life and interests of this city than tl1at of Nathaniel Greene. He
wa~ eminently a successful man.
He handl ed the elements that
by befo re him with judgment and with vigor. For half a century his career was one of groat activity: and it yielded results
upon whid1 h e might well pride himself. He was a controlling
spirit, a progressive force>, in those circles wherein he movetl, and
hi s name will be remembered as long as tho eYonts of the Boston
of this nineteenth century are written about or spoken of."
GHEEXE, CHAllLES GOHDON, COL.,

The youngest son of Nathaniel Greene, Esq., was born in Boscawen .Tnly 1, 180±. His opportunities for obtaining an early education were as li mited as his brother's. In 1811 he accom panied
his parents to Yirginia. In the sncceoding year, his father having died, his mother, bearing a clonble burden of sorrow-her
berea\·emcnt aml an embarrassed estate-returned to New Hampshire. Three years passe<l, whc>n N athaniol, haYin g become connected with the Haverhill Gazette, took eharge of his younger
urother, ancl placed him in the Bra<lfonl academy. His preceptor
was the famous Benjamin Greenleaf, who has been characterized
by Horace Mann as "a huge crystallization of math ematics." In
1811, wh c>n his brother esbhli~hed the Essex Patr1'ot, Charles, at
the age of thirteen, began to learn the art of printing; and sub-
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sequently he served one year in the office of l\Ir. Lamson, at Exeter. In 182~ he ·went to Boston (to which city his brother had
remo\·ed and was publishing the Boston Statesman) and was employed in this estalJlislnnent until 1825, ·when he settled at Taunton, and published The Free Press one year, upon contract,
and upon which he began his editorial career, at the early age of
twenty-one.
Upon the closing of his contract he returned to Boston, and
published The Spectator, a literary journal edited by Charles Atwood, Esq. But the Spectator, after a brief independent existence, was nnitecl w·ith another publication, and Mr. Greene was
again engaged upon the Statesman, but only for a ::;hort time, for
in 1827 he became a partner with James A. Jones, of Philadelphia, in the publication of the 1\....ational Palladium of that city,
the first daily paper published in Pennsyhr~tnia, ach·ocating the
election of Andrew Jackson to the presiJ.ency. \Vhen he withdrew from that paper, in December, 1827, the United States
Gazette remarked of him that h e was '' an able champion of his
party, greatly endeared by his conciliatory and unobtrusiYe deportment." The warmth of his zeal in fayor of the election of
Andrew Jackson to the presidency is eYinced in this glowing and
eloquent passage from an oration deliYered 4 Jnly, 1831 : "His
race is run out. ~ ot a drop of his blood will be left flowing when
he is gone; not a lip to say, 'I glory in his memory, for he was
my kinsman.' Is it not, my friends,-is it not a spectacle to
move and touch the Yery soul? If there be moral sublimity in
anything, it is in unmingled self-deYotion to one's country; and
what hut this could ha,·e arrested, on the Yery threshold of the
tomb, the feet of him who, though he turns to bless his country at
her call, sees no child nor relative leaning forward to catch the
mantle of his glory."
In 1828 l\Ir. Greene was engaged in the office of the Urdted
States Telegraph at \Vashington, owned and conducted by Gen.
Duff Green, where he remained until after the election of Gen.
Jackson to the presidency. Returning to Boston, he succeeded
his brother Nathaniel as joint proprietor and pn hlislwr with
Benjamin True of the Statesman. The latter's interest he purchased in a few years, and he became sole owner; and on !) November, 1831, the Boston J.1Iondng Post made its appearance from
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the office of the Statesman, published and edited by l\fr. Greene.
It was a small sheet of sixteen columns, but quite as large as the
times warranted. l\Ir. Greene htbored with untiring diligence to
make the paper worthy of public confidence. His editorials were
sharp and incisive, but at the san:w time there was a geniality and
courtesy which won the respect and esteem of political opponents.
It was the period of the first secession manifestation, when Hayne
and \Vebster were the gladiators in the senate of the United
States. The Post snstained the administration, pronouncing
against the new doctrine of state rights as set forth by the
South Carolina school of politicians. It soon became the leading
Democratic journal of New England. It was all anthority, and
its voice was potent in the party, and by its generom; spirit
became a powerful influence over young men. The Post was
famous for its effective witticisms. "\Ve have seen the pnns of
this daily as sensibly affect the risibles of the sedate old man of
eighty as they do the merry youths of sixteen," says l\Ir. Loring,
in "'l'he Hundred Boston Orators." On the occurrence of its fortieth birth-day the colonel thus happily spoke of it: "Forty years
ago to-day the Boston Post shed its first effulgence npon an admiring "·oriel, dispe11ing the darkness thereof, and diffusing joy
among all people of the American species. From 0 N ovemher,
1851, to this morningr it has risen with the sun each week day,
giving light, warmth, and comfort to all ready to receive its hlessings. It is not for us, w·ho acted as accoucheur at its birth, to
boast of the promise it gave at its first breath, or of its stunly
youth, or of the power and activity of its present manhood. All
these pleasant little matters of fact will be freely admitted by
generous contemporaries, with \Yhom it has fought and shaken
hands hundreds of times; and after contests of two-score years, it
cn,n truly say it harbors no unkind thought towards one of them."
The Democratic party in the state and in Boston was in the
minority, but Col. Greene wn,s so much esteemed hy men of n,ll
parties that he w::ts elected representative to the l\Iassachusetts
legislature, and in 1848 was an aid to Gov. l\Iorton, on account of
which position he receiYed his title of "Colonel." Upon the accession of President Pierce, Col. Greene was appointed nn.val officer,
which position he held for eight yen.rs. Upon his retirement it was
sn.id of him thn.t he had "discharged the duties of the office with
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admirable efficiency and promptitude,-though quietly, unostentatiously, and IYithout political proscription." His political associates
often selected him as their candidate for mayor and member of congress. He was frequently mentioned for other positions, such as
postmaster-general, minister abroad, &c. Upon the breaking out
of the Rebellion, he took the side of the loyal states with all his
heart. Though the editorial pen often criticised the conduct of the
war and the methods of the administration, Col. Greene stood unflinchingly for the union of the 8tates and the crushing out of
secession. At various meetings held in Boston, in 1862, to take
action in regard to the call of the J:>resident for troops, Col. Greene
made many patriotic and eloquent speeches in fayor of promptly
responding to the call, and exerted himself zealously in favor of
enlistments. He was chairman of the general committee which
held its sessions on the Common, in 1862, to promote recruiting:
and his substantial aid to wounded soldiers and their families, unostentatiously administered, brought comfort to many of our brave
men. The following extract from a letter 1n-itten by l\Ir. Greene to
a New York committee, in 1864, inviting him to be present at a social meeting, \"rill serve to show his sentiments: "The rebellion of
the Southern states was totally unjustifiable; it is a deep sin, which
can only be expiated by suffering and repentance; but the disregard of the provisions of tho constitution, lTy those placed in power as its servants and its guardians, is as fatal to its pc11)etuity as
the enmity of its armed repudiators. In such an alarming complication of political affairs, the salvation of the country would
seem to depend upon the comlnct of those who have resolved to
resist both extremes,-namely, those men IYhose ma1lness has
arrayed them in rebellion against a benign government, and those
whose sordicl anll wicked ambition has led them into transgressions
and usurpations hardly surpassed by undisgnised treason." And
again, at a banquet given in honor of Capt. \Vinslow, of the
immortal Kearsarge, Col. Greene, in response to a call from the
president, said,-" No man, no class of men, can monopolize the
starry flag of the Union: it is the nation ·s banner, the emblem of
a nation of freemen ;-its triumphs are national glory. It is meet,
therefore, that we express our thanks in glowing worlls to tlwse
who beneath its folds contribute to the treasury of our common
honor. In the present festivities may we forget the family jars
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just p:tssctl, and, like a ban<1 of brothers, only see in the e\·ent we
now celebr::tte, new lustre and incl·ea,setl strength given to our
f::tth er's house,-the grc::tt temple of liberty erecte<1 by their
Y::tlor, t•cmented with their bloo<I,. ::tnd preserved by the bra\·ery
of their children. \You ld to he::tYen, sir, that the echoes of the
applaus e we now offer for gallant <Ie etls were for such a victory ::ts
would dmw cheering responses from each of the thirty-five states
of this gre::tt country; th::tt no pang should agonize oue Americ::tn
he::trt; th::tt the blow stru ck \Y::tS like unto that which t::tnght a
fort'ign foe 'the might th::tt slnmbers in a, freem::tn's ::trm.' But,
unh::tppily,-most unhappily,-such is not the c::tse. The present
necessity for spre~v.1ing tl e::tth onr sea, and land is an ::twful, a,
bm entalJle one,-::t necessity th::tt has ::trmyed in terrible comb::tt
one portion of our hou se ::tgainst ::tnother portion ; but, like the
R om::tn father, the gonrnment, while it administers justice with
throbl,ing heart ::tnd weeping eyes, c::tnnot withhold chastise ment.
Its integrity must be vimlicated, its a,uthority must be sustained,
its con~titution must be pcrpetu::tted, ::tnd the union of the states
mu st l,e n•est::tblished, ::tt whatever cost. Therefore, sir, I offer
::ts a to::tst, 'The Navy ::tntl Army of th e Unite<I States. J\by the
one drive pimey from the w::ttcr, am1 the other treason from the
lam1. ' ~'
On the 24th of October, 1827, Col. Greene \Y::ts married to Miss
Ch::trlotte E., daughter of Capt. Smnnel Hill, of Doston, a lady of
fine educ::ttion and talents, whose prose ana poetical contributions
h::tve often adorned the colunms of the .Post, antl who, in the earlier days of th:tt pu1lic::ttio n, wrote many of the book reviews,
-thereby saYing for the home libmry v::tlu::thle works from the
desecrating scissors and pencils of less careful rcYiewers. Their
famil y eonsistet1 of six children, three of whom now survin, all
h::tYin g inh erited a share of their p::trents' literary ability. Clmrles,
th e eld<'~t son, has contriLut e<l m::tny valu::tble articles to Sears's
Quarterly R evieu.:, besides lett ers aml shorter artides to various
peri odicals ::tnd new~papers, which h~we been highly comme nded
by thos e competent to jntlge of snch m::ttters. N::ttbaniel, the seconrl so n, ::tLly assisted his father for more than a, dozen years ::ts
managing editor of the Post, ::tntl dnring an extended foreign tour,
und rr the 710m de plume of "Fl::tneur/' wrote a series of most
mm1:-;ing ::tnd instructiYe letters to th::tt p::tper.
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Col. Greene's popularity in a social way is illustrated lJy the
following extract from the Boston Journal, 21 June, 1875:
''A WELL DESERVED CO:IIPLE\lKXT.

"The parlors of the Central Club on Satmday evening last were the
scene of a little incident so agreeable to all who participated, that we
may be pardoned for making a pnblic record of the plea~ant occasion.
Among the original members of the club, Col. Chas. G. Greene, editor
of the Boston Post, was enrolled. He accepted the position of vicepresident at the first orgaaization, declining of late years to hold any
office, though continuing one of its most interested members. His
genial presence and fund of pleasant reminiscences contribute so frequently to the pleasure of a chance hour passed beneath its roof that
many of his associates desireu to make some permanent recognition of
their regard. An excellent photograph of Col. Greene was reproduced
in crayon, and hung upon the walls.
''At the quarterly meeting held on Saturday evening, the donors presented the admirable portrait to the club. The president, in aclmowledging the receipt of the communication, alluded in plea"ant terms to
the gratification which the club must feel in receiving a gift so acceptable to all, and, with many pleasant allusions to the past, introdncecl Col.
Greene, who was not aware of the delicate compliment which had been
paid to him. His remarks we cannot reproduce, but this testimonial
ofregard drew from him a speech replete with kindly sentiment most
eloquently expressed. The club has honored itself in honoring one
whose absence in every social circle is a loss, and whose presence promotes good fellowship and kindly regard."

Col. Greene is esteemed as much for candor as for affability.
The Honorable David Henshaw said of him,-" He is the selfmade, self-taught man,-the energetic and polished writer; he
shows the superiority of real worth oYer fictitious greatness.:'
"His name," said a contemporar.v, "is a synon~·m for all that is
deemed estimable in a priYate citizen or politician; his ability is
unquestioned; he has never forgotten the dignity of his profession ; has always known where he stood, ahYays manfu11y maintained what he beJieYed to be right, anu never smirched his fair
fame by haYing to do with tricksters and jobbers. :No editor in
the country stands higher as a gentleman than Charles Gordon
Greene."
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GREENOUGH, JOHX.

,John Greenough, Esq., eldest son of Ebenezer and :l\Iary
(Flagg) Greenough, was born in Haverhill, l\Iass., 5 April, 1780.
His father moved to Canterbury in 1403, and commenced trade
th ere, em ploying his son J ohn as clerk. Two years later, at the
age of sixteen; he purchased the busi ness, and carried it on successfully from that time. Snccess from so early an age "·as due to
his ability, promptness, and syste matic habits. In 1803 he marriC'd Nancy, daughter of Hon. Abiel Foster, of Cante rbury. Th eir
childrC'n were one clanghter and five sons. She di ed in 1819.
In 1814 he removed to Boscawen, having purchased the house
am1 store previously owned and occupied by Col. Timothy Di:x:.
Hi s business requiring larger accommodation, in 1818 he built
th e bri ck store now stam1ing, locatin g it a short di stance north of
his residence. In thi s store he co ntinu ed lmsiness during the remainder of his life. His second wife was l\Iary BridgC', daughter
of Samuel Bridge, E sq., of Billeri ca, l\fass. Their chiltlren were
three danghters and one son. In early life he connected himself
with the Congregational church, and 'yas always a willing and
generous supporter of benevol ent and religion s in stitutions. He
was ever interested in edu cation. lie did mu ch towanls building
th e academy on the Plain, awl sustai ning it. He was one of the
original trustees,-an office whi ch he heltl through Iife,-and
most of t he time was chairman of the board. His pn Llic spirit
ancl sound judgment mad e him promin ent in town affairs. He
h eld the office of jnstice of the peace, was several tim es representative in the legislature of hi s state, and he was often consulted in
legal matters and called upon to draw up legal instruments. He ·
alway~; took an interest in everything t ending to advance the
prosperity of Boscawen , and was eYer ready to h elp, by counsel
or pecuniary aid, those ·who were trying to help them~ e l ves. He
Jied at the age of 82 years, retaining to the close of li fe his mental and physical faculti es.
JA CKl\IAN, CALEB,

\Vas born 5 July, 170-!, and resided in Boscawen until 1845,
wh en he removed to Canterbury, and in 1850 to Concord. He
was married to l\Iartha Burpee, daughter of Nathaniel Burpee,
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who, after being a most faithful and devoted wife and mother
for fifty-four years, ·was, at the age of 75, called to h er rest.
He hatl one son and one daughter,-Enoch and Emily. He was
engaged in t he business of farming, which he followed with
marked actiYity and energy to an advanced age. The vigor of
l1is constitution was not impaired by the use of tea, eoffce, or any
other ·warm drink, and at the age of nearly 84 yeai·s he had not
been confined to his room, for a whole day; at any one time in his
life.
His brothers were,-1\foses, David, J olm, and Enoch; and his
sisters,-Rnth, Sarah, and l\iartha. His father, l\foses Jackman
(taken captive by the Imlians ), "\YaS son of Richard Jackman, a
first proprietor, from N ewhury, and married l\Iartha, Morse,
daugh ter of l\foses 3.\forse, also a first proprietor, from Newbury.
KILBURX, ELIPHALET, DEA.

He was 1orn in Rowley. In 1770, on the 19th of April, he
startetl for Lexington, and enlisted for eight months in Capt.
Jacob Gerrish's company, which was (1uartere<1 at Cambridge,
Col. l\Ioses Little's regiment, aml was at Charlestown Neck at
th e time of the battle of Bunker Hill.
H e reenliste<l in the same company and uwler the same colonel
in 177G; was stationetl at Cam1ridge wh en the British evacuated
Boston. He hired a man to take his place in the ranks, while he
went home to Rowley.
He enlistetl in ti1e northern army the same year for six months,
in Capt. \Ym. Rogers's company, Col. \Yiggl esworth 's regiment,
Gen. Bricket's brigatle, and proceeded to Ticonrleroga.
In 1717 he enlisted as sergeant in Capt. Benjamin Adams's
company, Col. Johnson's regiment, for six mon ths. He "'as at
l\fonnt Independence, opposite Ticonderoga. At Saratoga the
regim ent was placed in Poor's brigade. He was in the battle of
the 19th of Augnst and 9th of October, and at the surrender of
Burgoyne. He "'as hOiiora1ly discharged upon the expiration of
his enlistment.
In 1718 he enlisted for six months as sergeant in Capt. Enos's
company, Col. - - - ' s regiment, and was under Gens. Sullivan
ancl Lafayette at Rhode Island-a hard and hazardous campaign.
In 1779 he enl isted for four months as sergeant in Capt.
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Stephen Jenkins's company, Col. J. Gerrish's regiment, n.ncl
marched to Greenbush, N. Y., bnt was dischargct1 "·ith the regiment after about t\yo months' service. His entire term of active
ser vice was about thirty months, most of the time as sergeant.
KILDURX, JR., ELIPIIALET,

\Vas born in 180-!, and resided through life upon th e hom esten,cl,
near Bbckwater ri,'er. He enjoyed no edncationn,l privileges
other than those of the district school, but e,·cr made mos t of h is
opportunities for n,cquiring information. He wn,s large-hem·tecl,
liberal in hi s ideas, and enthusin,stic in his support of everything
in which his sympathies were enlisted. He was foremos t in advocating temperance and anti-slavery reforms, and was eYer n,
friend to th e needy, exemplifying in cyery sbtion to whi ch he
was cn,Iled those virtues which go to mn,ke up the earuest Christian, the act ive citizen, aml the honest man.
KILBUH.~,

EXOCH.

Enoch Kilburn and his twin sister Hannah ·were born in 118G,
children of Dea. Eliphalet and l\hry ('l'horla) Kilburn. He had
few adYantages for obtaining an et1ncation. H e marri ed (1)
Elizabeth l\Iorse, of Boscawen: (2) Elizabeth Cogs,rell, of Derry,
and settlet1 on Battle street, in a hous e whieh was torn clown
in 1875. Upon the removal of H enry Little to Illinois in 1835,
he purchased the farm then owned 1y him, now o"·ned by Capt.
\ Vill iam George ; from th ence he removed to AndoYer, wh0re he
resided the remainder of his life.
He early engaged in the business of droYcr, purchasing cattle
and sheep in the Yicinity, eYentnally extending his operations to
the north ern section of the state and to Vermont, selling his
flocks and herds in Brighton. He conducted his business on
an extensive scale, and became familiarly known to a very large
number of people. He possessed a remarkabl e memory, and
t hrough life remembered minnte transactions that had taken
place,-even the weight, appearance, color, and shape of oxen
which he had sold years previous. This faculty of memory
enabled him to keep in mind from month to month the cattle
that would be ready for market, and their probable weight and
condition.
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The business of drover was not what the railroad now makes it,
but was a tedious journey of two weeks from Grafton county to
Brighton. Through cold and heat, sunshine and storm, he followed his business. No "falling market" disturbed him. If he
met with loss it was but a stimulant to induce him to retrieve
his fortunes, his sanguine temperament eYer leading him on.
He was an earnest supporter of religious institutions, a member
of the church, and earnest and zealous in his advocacy of what he
believed to be right. He was genial, kind, benevolent, and honest, and -..vould suffer wrong rather than do wrong. He died in
1876. [See Gen.]
Kll\IBALL, PETEU, CAPT.

Capt. Peter Kimball moved from Bradford, 1\fass., about 1765,
and settled on Queen street. He was a man of strong character.
Rev. 1\Ir. Price says of him,-" Possessing great self-command, a
sound judgment, and unwavering integrity, he soon came into
public notice, and was elected selectman in 1768, in which office
he serYed nine years. In our Revolutionary struggle he manifested a truly patriotic spirit, readily accepted those apvointments
with others which involved the clearest interests of individuals
and of the public. He contributed to the security of our indepemlence, not merely by his assiduous services at home, but endured the privations of four campaigns in defence of his country.
In one of them he vohmteered as a private soldier; but in the
other three he bore a captain's commission, and at Bennington
received a wound at the bead of his company-a precious memento of that signal battle. Capt. Kimball was a valuable citizen, a
much esteemed neighbor, aml consistent man."
Th e diary kept by Capt. Kimball in the campaign of 1776, and
at Bennington, is given in the body of this volume, in connection
with the events of the Revolution, from which it will be seen that
he was a prompt, efficient, and brave soldier. He barely mentions that he was wounded in the battle of Bennington,-leaving
it to others to speak of his bravery.
He moYed from Queen to \Vater street after the Revolution,
and continued till his death, at the age of 72, a useful and honored citizen. It may be said that Capt. Peter Kimball and Col.
Henry Gerrish were leading spirits in the town during the Revo-
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lutionnry period. Both were military officers ; nnd t he promptness with which they ordered out their commnnds when cn1led
upon, nttests their efficiency.
KIMBALL, BEXJAl\IIN T.

The youn gest son of Cnpt. P eter Kimball,-Benj amin Thurston
Kim1nll,-"·as born in Boscnwen, 4 :May, 1784. H e had no opportu nity for educntion except the meagre instruction of the district school. H e resided on th e homes tead wh ere he wn,s born,
and built the house now occupied by :Mr. \Vade. H e was an influ cntinl citizen, anJ a member of the Congregational church and
society. H e -..vas an early advocate of anti-slavery, nnd cast his
influence nnd his Yote in its l•ehalf. He longed for the cb y when
the sbYe would be a freemnn,-[t consummation he \vns not permitted to see. H e died 9 July, 1852. H e was hospitn1le, kind
to the poor, and chnritnble to those 'vho differed from him in
opinion. [ See Gen. J
KDIBALL, DAVID F., COL.,

Oldest son of Benjamin T. Kim1n11, wns born in Boscnwen, 24
D ec., 1811, at the old homestead, nnd lived th ere until 1845. He
was married in 1837 to 1\hry P. Kilburn, daughter of Enoch
Kilburn, of Boscawen. [ See Gen.] At the nge of 19 he was
appointed ensign in the first company of light infantry, -..vhen the
N ew Hmnpshire militin was in its glory. The next yenr h e was
ranked to captain, commnnding the company for three y ears.
From captain he was ranked to the colonelcy of the 21st R egiment, 'vhich he commnnded for four years, then was honorably
discharged.
In 18-!G he moved to Salisbury, N. H., and engaged in the tannin g husin ess, which he cnrried on successfu11y for ten yenrs;
moved to Beloit, \Vis., in the spring of 185G; wns in the gmin
trade for nenrly three y enrs ; then moYed to Chicngo, Ill., where
J\Irs. Kimbnll died. He mnrried ngain, in 18.J9, Mrs. Emily P.
Burke, <.b ughter of D en. George T. Pillsbury, of B oscnwen. He
remained in Chicngo in th e gmin nnd commission business eight
yenrs.
During th e war, Colon el nnd :1\'Irs. Kimball, with seventy others,
went to the army after the bnttle of Pittsburg Landing, to care
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for the sick and wounded soldiers. He there contracted the disease of the army, and after struggling with poor health for several years, returned east and settled in Concord, N. H. ; resided
there for fiye years, engaging in the same hu~iness as at Chicago.
In 1871 he moYed to Fisherville, N. H., ·where he now resides.
IDl\IBAL;L, PETER,

\Vas born 25 :May, 1817, in BoscaiYen, son of Benjamin and niary
(Kilburn) Kimball. He remained at home till his majority, then
enterecl the store of Greenleaf & Co., Salisbury. It was before
the construction of the Northern Railroad, when the Fourth New
Hampshire Turnpike was a great thoroughfare, and Salisbury a
centre of trade. After acquiring a knowledge of mercantile business, he married Miss Nancy A. Ac1ams, daughter of Cyrus Adams,
of Grafton, and remoYed thither, IYhere he has since resided, giving his attention to agriculture. He takes great interest and
pride in his calling, is one of the prominent farmers of th e state,
and actiYe in promoting the state and county agricultural societies.
Kll\IBALL, JOHN, liON.,

Son of Benjamin, born in Canterbury, 13 April, 1821, n10vecl to Boscawen with his parents in the spring of 182.J.. His education was
such as the town school afforded, and one year (1837) at the academy in Conconl. Next year he was apprenticed with his father's
cousin, \Yilliam ~I., sen·ing four years, constructing mills and
machinery. His first work after attaining his majority was to rebuild the grist and flouring mills, in the valley near the north
end of the Plain, in 1842, which are still in u~e. Afterwarlls he
followed the same 1usiness in Suncook and :l\Ianchester, and in
Lowell and Lawrence, J\Iass. In SeptemlJer, 1848, he ·was employed by the directors of the Concord Railroad to take charge of
the new machine and car shops then buihling at Concor<l ; promoted to master mechanic, 1830. He retaincLl this position teh
years, at which time circumstances rendered it desirable for him
to relinquish mechanical labor for other pursuits.
As a mechanic :Thir. Kimball has few superiors; and his sound
judgment and skill were in constant requisition in the responsible
position held for so many years at the R.ailroad shops in Concord.

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.

401

The experience and training of those early days have also been of
unqu estionable value to the city and state; for the knowledge
then acquired has contributed, not unfrequently, to the solution of
the knotty mechanical and scientific questions which have constantly arisen in connection with .the state and municipal offices
he has been called upon to fill.
H e was elected to the common council from \Vanl 5, in Concorll, in 1856, '57-was president the last year; member of the
legislature from the same ward 18.38, '59, and chairman of Committee on State Prison; collector of taxes, and city marshal, 1859,
60, 'Gl, '62; appointed by President Lincoln, in 1862, collector of
intemal revenue for the secoml tlistrict of New Hampshire, including the counties of Merrimack and Hillsborough, an office he helcl
seven years, during which time he collected aml paid over to the
treasurer of the United States nearly seven millions of dollars;
elected moderator of \Yard 5, 1861, and reelected ten successive
years. On the organization of the :Merrimack County Savings
Bank, in 1870, he was elected its treasurer, an office he now holds.
He was elected mayor in 1872, '73, '74, '7 5 ; during the time was
one of the water commissioners to supply the city with waterpresident of the board: in 1875; appointed in 1877 for three
years. He was member of the constitutional convention of 1876,
and chairman of the Committee on Finance. In August, 1877,
was appointed by Gov. Prescott one of the commissioners to build
a new state prison. At the first meeting of the commissioners, he
was unanimously ehosen chairman, and is now engaged with the
architects in making preparation for prosecuting the work during

1878.
Mr. Kimball possesses rare business and financial ability, and
his inh'grity is as firm as the everlasting hills of his native state.
In his management of public affairs he has ever displayed enlarged and progressive views, sound judgment, and conscientious
motives; and in private life he is a devoted friend, kind neighbor,
esteemed citizen, and a charitable, tolerant, self-reliant, manly
man, who alike honors his native town and the city of his adoption.
KIMBALL, BEXJA::\IIX A::\IES,

Youngest child of Benjamin and Ruth (.Ames) Kimball, was born
in Boscawen (FisherYille) 22 Aug.: 1833; learned the trade of
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machinist of his brother ,John. After snitahle preparation at Prof.
Hildreth's academy in Derry, he entered th e Chandler Scientific
Department of Dartmouth college in 1851, from "·hich he graduated in 1854:; immediately entered the Concord Railroad machine
shop as draftsman and machinist; after bvo years ·was made foreman of the locomotive department ; 1 Jan., 18;)8, succeeded his
brotl1er as master meclmnic, wh ere l1 e labored successfully until
1 April, 1865, when h e resigned to become a member of th e firm
of Ford & Kiml,all, manufacturers of car wh eels aml brass and
iron castings.
Jllfr. Kimball is not inclined to seek political positions, but has
filled several offices to the general satisfaction of his constituents.
H e was member of the legi::;lature in 1810, hut, owing to business
considerations, declined a reelection in 1871. He was appointed
one of the water commi ssioners at tl1e organization of the Loard
in 1872, and is now serYin~ the sixth year, and is its presitlent.
The compl et e success of this und ertaking is no donut largely due
to his untirin g and persistent bbor, hi s ripe mechanical judgment,
and his superior executiYe ability. He "\Vas re turn ed as one of
the members of the constitutional conYention of 1876, from the
sixth ward.
After the financial embarrassment of the "Xationar' (now Concord) Savin gs Bank, h e was named as one of the new trustees, and
15 Oct., 187 4, was elected its president. This position he resigned
in 1877, and now (1878) is travelling 'vith hi s fa mily in Europe.
LITTLE, EXOCH,

\Yas born in Newbury, 21 :1\Iay, 1728, son of Tristram Little and
Sarah (Dole) Little. H e married Sarah Pettingill, of Xewbury,
19 Feb., 1755, who died 10 ~larch, 1738, the mother of two children,-Friend and l\Iary. H e married for his second wife Hannah Ho-.,.ey, of Newbury, 5 Jun e, 1759. He \\·as a weaYer, and
also learned to make shoes. He moYed from Hampstead to Boscawen, April, 1774, a poor man " ·ith a large fa mily. He passed
the year in a house on the Hale Atkinson farm, Fish street,
carrying on land on High street, near Salisbury line; also
building a log house-his future home-on land now owned
by his great-grandson, Sherman Little. H e moved to his new
home on the 2d of September, 1774. His house had no floor.
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The fireplace, in all probability, was made of such stones as he
could conveniently obtain. The whole surrounding region was
a dense forest. Two other houses only had been erected west
of Blackwater,-the " Day" house, on land owned now by
Henry L. Dodge, and the "Cass" house, on the farm occupied by
1\Ir. David Sweatt, near Long pond. 1\Ir. Corser was living on
Corser hill. Capt. Peter Coffin's, and perhaps one or two other
houses, had been erected on \Vater street. \Vith neighbors so far
away, in an unbroken forest, 1\Ir. Little reared his humbl e home.
Rev. 1\Ir. Price, in a biographical notice, says that "he became a
Christinn nt the age of eleven, am1, like Enoch of old, 'walked
with God' seventy-seven years, sixty-four of which he was a disciple of Christ by a Christinn profession. He sought retirement,
pnrticnlnrly in his advanced nge, for what was most congenial
with the habits of his mind, giving him self to the reading of
the scriptures and prayer." He was the ancestor of numerous
descendants, many of whom have entered the ministry. H e died
21 Oct., 181G.
LITTLE, ENOCH, DEA.,

The second of the name in Boscawen, was the son of Enoch Little
and Hnnnah (Hovey) Little. rrhe incidents of his life nre leamed
in part from an antobiogrnphicnl sketch found among his papers.
''Enoch Little, born Jan. 17, 17G3, in Newbury, 1\Iass.
" 17GG. 1\Ioved to Hampstead at 3 years aud 3 months olrl-lived
there t; years.
"177·! . April, moved to Boscawen at 11 years and 3 months old.
"1785. At the age of 22 took my land wild and began to clear.
"178G. 'Vent to school at Atkinson.
"1787. Kept school on Corser hill in winter, and worked on my land
in snmmer.
'' 1787. Built my first barn.
'' 1788. Kept school on Corser Ilill. Hired Oliver Clement 7 months
this snmmer for 42 dollars. Cleared G acres on the hill, and by the lowest side of the new barn field.
"Kept school in Jo's house this winter, and carried on my farm alone
this s nmmer, and in the fall began to cut tim her for my house.
'' 17!)0. Prepared boards and shingles, bricks &c., for my house this
winter. Raised my house in June, made my cellar, covered my house,
built my chimneys this fall, and married the last day of Nov.
''Moved into my house Feb. 22, 17!)1. ''
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1\h. Little early in life identified himself with the cause of religion, became a prominent member of the church, and was elected
deacon to succeed Dea. Benjamin Sweatt.
He kept a day-book for many years. Although his entries are
brief, and almost phonographic, yet they are so terse that from
them we get, now and then, a complete picture of the times. He
was a natural poet, and many of his notes are in rhyme.
"Sat. 9 May, 1807.
"The ground is chiefly dressed in green,
But still some banks of snow are seen.

" 1810, Tues. July 31.
'' 1\ly corn is yet exceeding low,
Although it now begins to grow;
The field I travelled wholly through
To find one spindle in the blow.
'' 1812, Jan. 24:.
"The Northern blast for three full weeks
Has reign'd triumphant thro' the land;
The frost each narrow crevice seeks,
The brooks in iron fetters chained ;
Propitious Heaven! in mercy speak,
And bid the Southern breezes wake."

The next day we find an entry in rhyme indicating that the
weather has grown milder.
'' 1812, Jan. Sat. 25.
"Now Sol, propitious, condescends to pay
A longer visit each succeeding day ;
And as he runs his journey from the east,
Comfort administers to man & beast.''

In 1813, in the month of December, occurred an exceedingly
disastrous fire at Portsmouth, the light of which was seen in
Boscawen. His book contains these notes :
"1813, Dec. 25. Cold and windy. ·went to Salisbury.
to those who snffered by fire.
"The fire seen last 1Vednesday night,
\Vhich burned so long and shone so bright,
In Portsmouth dreadful havoc made,
And wide its desolations spread;
Above an hundred dwelling-houses burned,
Above 1000 people out of doors are turned.''

Paid $5.00
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1\fr. Little delighted in abbreviating words. He was naturally
a. phonographer, and almost invariably wrote "taters" instead of
IJotatoes, and "lasses " for molasses.
"Oct.

s, 1814.
'' The tater tops are green as yet,
But very soon they must be bit.

'' 1815, Ap. 22.
" Our sheep have left the barn to-day,
Took up with grass aud left the hay.
I've turned them out for good & all,
And fondly hope they'll stay till fa ll."

On his fifty-third birth-day, in four lines he throws a glance
backward over the buried years and onward to the close of life.
A pathetic minor chord runs through the stanza:
'' lSlG, Jan. 17. 53 years old to-day.
"My years are swiftly rolling on
And most of them are past:
Some one must end this mortal life,
And this may be my last."

In April the "notes" are ludicrous. During the month a
woman partially insane suddenly disappeared from one of the
neighbors' houses, and the neighborhood joined in searching for
her. Hence the allusion :
"Aprilll. Strayed from Mr. Stickney's a large girl 16 hands high.
"April12. Snowy day. Hunted for Sal Stick.n ey."

The winter of 1819 was an open one.
notes:

These are some of the

"Dec. 20.
"My hogs are fat and fit to go,
But yet the price is very low.
I wait awhi le for better times,
And spend my time in making rhymes.
''Feb. 10.
''No sleighs have gone to market this year.
" Stock is high and hay is low;
The ground is wholly void of snow."
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The following prayer :is remarkable for comprehensiveness and
felicitous expression. Dea. Little often repeated it, and taught it
to his children and grandchildren.
''AN EVEXIXG PRAYER.

" Lord, thou hast kept me through the day,
For which to Thee my thanks I pay;
0 keep me safely through the night,
And bring me to the morning light.
:Forgive my sins, renew my heart,
'Visdom and grace to me impart;
Grant me an interest in thy love,
And raise my thoughts to Thee above.''

His opportunities for obtaining an education were excee<lingly
limited. It is probable that during the eight years be Jiyecl at
Hampstead he learned to read, hut he left there at the age of 11.
The next year, 1774, "'as taken up with the removal of the family to Boscawen, to the house on Fish street, and in getting the
log cabin started on Little hill, and a patch of ground cleared.
His father and his older brothers went up from Fish street at the
beginning of the week chopping trees, and stayed till Saturday.
Enoch, then 12 years old, and one of his brothers, had to keep
them supplied with provisions. The house of Capt. Peter Coffin
on \Vater street was the half-way place, where they rested, and
ate a lJowl of ln·ead and milk which l\Irs. Coffin gave them. l\fr.
Coffin had been several y ears in town,-had quite a patch of
ground cleared, raised corn and rye, and was getting on in the
world.
In the fall of 1775 his father moved :into his log cabin, and during the long winter evenings Enoch employed his time in learning
to write, by lying on the split floor before the pitch knot fire,
with strips of birch bark for paper and a charred stick for a pen.
The family was very poor. There were many mouths to feed.
Nothing had been raised. Corn ·was scarce and high; but there
was one man to whom they could look for belp,-Capt. Peter Coffin, who never took athantage of his opportunity, but who supplied
them with corn at the regular price, on credit. There were so
many to be provided for, that in midwinter some of the children
'vere obliged to go with bare feet. Enoch often was obliged to
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wrap his feet in swingling tow, and stand on a chip while cutting
down trees in miLlwinter.
He went to Atkinson academy one term in 1186, when he was
23 years of age. There he made the acquaintance of a pleasant
girl, Polly Noyes, 15 years of age, whom he asked to be his wife,
and who accepted the offer,-agreeing to wait till he could get
started a, littl e in life. Her parents were prmlent people, and the
fatlter was not quite sure whether or not the young man from the
baekwoods would succeed in gdting a liYing; and so, when he
went down to claim his bride, in 1100, the father informed him
that the kettle, frying-pan, feather-be•], and quilts, which made
up the daughter's outfit, were loaned to him. The young husband,
flashing up, proposed not to take them. He would sleep on the
floor, and cook his porridge as best he could. The pluck displayed
pleased the father-in-law, and in November, 1100, with his bride
seated on a pillion behind him, aiHl all her outfit packed on a led
horse. he rode from .Atkinson to Little hill, and began married
life on the farm now occnpied l1y Dea. Francis B. Sawyer.
Before his marriage, as lcamecl from his autobiography, he
taught school on Corser hill, in the sonth-west corner room of the
hou se occupied by ReY. J\Ir. Price, and later by S. B. Little, Esq.,
and then owned by Samuel Corser. The seats were of plank,
without any backs. There were no desks. The only window was
half a sash of six lights. He taught reading, spelJing, and arithmetic. The school district emLraced the whole of what is now
the to"·n of \Y ebster. There were about forty boys, and a few
girls. l\Iany of the boys were from eighteen to twenty-four years
of age, and it required tact, diplomacy, and dignity to preserve
order; lmt the young man was equal to the occasion, and proved
himself a competent master.
He ''"as the firt't teacher of mn sic in the to,Yn. His first school
was taught in the hou se now owned by Henry L. Dollge. Mr.
Little was at that time tending the saw-mill near by. He studied
hiB arithmetic while the saw was going throngh a log, aml in the
evening taught mnsic gratuitously one term, but charged a shilling-seYentoen cents-an eYening the second term.
In regard to hi s knowlellge of music, he said,-" I knew but little about mnsic, but I gness I knew more at that time than any
other man in town."
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The rules were in rhyme-some of his own making. He had
the idea that triple time was suited to pensiYe music.
He was a man of remarkable vigor, physically and mentnJl;r,
lived in advance of his age, took long looks ahead, predicting
great things in the future,-of the ad,·aneement of society in
knowledge, and in the application of science to practical life. He
ever kept pace with the times, and was the first to produce merino wool in the town, if not in the county.
He "·as long an officer of the church, and was decided in his
own convictions, but tolerant of the opinions of others. His later
years were devoted to the study of the Bible, in whid1 he took
great delight. He "·as kind, genial, witty, a natural poet, a good
citizen, an earnest Christian, and an honor to hi:; age and generation.
LITTLE, 2D, E)l'OCH, DEA.,

Son of Enoch, deacon, the thin1 of the name, resi<led on Little
hill. He was born in 180-!, and acquired an acatl('mic education
at Pembroke, nncler the tuition of Rev. Amos Burnham. He
taught school in Boscawen and other to"·ns, and settled on
the homestead with his father. He gave attention to music, and
for a long period was leader of the choir connected with the
\Vebster Congregational church; taught singing-school in \Yehster and Salisbury ; had a high sense of the Yalne of sacred
music as a means of public worship, and sung, not for the enjoyment that came from singi11g merely, but as an act of deYotion
and a religion::; duty.
He was a man of strong convictions, a diligent student of
the BiLle, a constant attendant upon church selTices, and for
about thirty years an officer of the church; also one of the
first to engage in Sunday-school work, beginning as a teacher
when but eighteen years of age, and remaining to the close of
life a constant attendant.
He was a prominent member of the :Martin Luther ~Iusical
Society, a town organization, and also of the Central ~Insical Society, which flonri::;hed from 1820 to 1830; also a member of the
Boston Academy of :Music. He nenr sought pnblic life, but represented the town one year. He was an active member and president of the 1Ierrimack County Agricultural Society, and took

niOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.

400

great interest in the adyancement of agriculture aml sh eep husbandry.
He was eYer ready to give to charitable and beneyo}ent ohjccts,
and was a strong pillar in the \Y cbstcr Congregational church.
He h[l,d a Yigorous minll, and was tenacious of his own couYictions
of duty aml obligation. He died in the full hope of Christian immortality, honored and respected by all, October, 187:).
LITTLE, SDIEOX B.

Simeon Bartlett Little, son of Benjamin Little, E~"l· • "·as born
in Boscawen, 1G Dec., 1707. His etluc[ttion was acf}n irt>ll at the
common schooL In early life he was a news-carrier. The postal
faciliti es were of Jittle acconnt, especially for newspapers, an<l he
snpplicd the people of Hopkinton, Boscawen, Salisbury, anll Ando,·er with the Concord Gazette, printed by George Hough.
Starting from home early on the morning of its publi cr~tio n, he
rod e to Concord on horseback, filled his sathlle-bags with papers,
then riding through Hopkinton, reached hom e at night, a]}(l on
the second clay made the round of Salisbury and Anllonr. In
cold or stormy WPather, throe days were given to th e distribution.
Besides carrying papers he executed errnncls. By this n1l~ans he
acqnired his first money.
In all communities there are men who come into actiYe life
without effort of their own,-who are recognized as po:-;sessing
qualifications for leadership. Simeon B. Little was sul'h a man.
He ,,·as selectman ten years, two years a memher of tl1e legislature, and a delegate to the convention for the re,·i sion of the constitution. Bet\\·een the years 1839 and1858 inclusi n·, with but
two exceptions, be was electell moderator at the amnwl townmeeting. He was endowed with a jwlicial miml, aml h elcl throngh
the active years of life a magistrate';:; commission. He was administrator of bet\\·cen thirty and forty estates, anti mts concerned in the settlement of nearly as many more. He received
nearly twenty appointments as guar<lian for minors or insane
persons, and held a large amount of funds in trust.
His business as a conveyancer of deeds was very Jarge,-nearly
one thousand. l\Ien who wished to make their last wi11s and
testam ents ca11 ed npon him for connse1, and he wrote a large
number. If parties came with complaints, desiring litigation, he
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acted the part of peace-maker. "J\Iy docket," he said, near the
close of life, "had but one criminal and two civil cases."
H e was frequently chosen by parties, or was appointed by the
courts, as referee. Six times he sened as jnror. He learned landsmTcying at an early date, and surveyed many farms. He was
for a1out fifteen years president or director of the Granite Fire
Insurance Company, and for fifteen years or more director and
secretary.
l\lr. Little was one of the leading members of the church and
religious society, giYing his time, his colmst->1, and of his means
to sustain what he conceived to be for the vital interests of the
community. In spen.king of the part he had taken in public life,
he once said,-" I lmYe heeu elected more times to some responsible office in town by ballots, from 1828 to 1860, than there arc
years, and I can say what many cannot, that I never, directly or
indirectly. soli cited a n omination or vote."
l\Ir. Little's strong common-sense, his ha1its of thought, and
study of good models, gaye him every facility in the use of language. He ·wrote many articles for the press, on a great variety
of sn hjects. His contributions were noted for their strength,
clearness, and incisi,·eness. He greatly deplored his lack of education. His attcm1ance at the district school closed when h e was
His academical instruction was limited to eight
seYenteen.
weeks. l\fentally and physically he was sturdy and hon est. It
is not easy to estimate the influence of such a man,-one who
stood with all his might for the maintenance of his conYictions
of truth and justice. He had no sympathy with anything that
in any way ten ded to debase the tone of society.
l\lr. Little was naturally conservative, and his fears that rac1icalism might oyertnrn the foundations of society led him to resist
all innovations. He was a Puritan of the eighteenth century.
Such nwn make mistakes, hut they are errors of the head and not
of th e h eart; and their fellow-men will onrlook any error of judgment when t hey see that it is error and not fraud or hypocrisy.
l\Ien who opposed him politically, who dissented from his views,
ever acknowledged his integrity, the honesty of his intentions, and
his sterling worth.
During his last years he suffered' partial paralysis that incapacitated him for labor, but, even while the fires of life were dying
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out, he manifested a des ire to do what he could for th e good of
his fellow-men. [See Gen. J
LITTLE, TIIOl\I AS, CAPT.,

Son of J esse and l\Iartha (Gerrish) Little, was born in Boscawen,
2 J an ., 1803. He bad 11 0 elln cational alh·antages other than
those furnished by th e distri ct school. H e remained at home
upon the farm now ownell by 1\Ir. Clifford, while two of his elder
brotl1ers, Jacob and H em·.Y, entered college and studi ed for the
ministry, and another ehler brother, John, became a dresser of
cloth. H e married l\Iyra, daughter of Capt. Joseph Ames, 1839
[see Gen.], and moyed to \Vest Creek, Ind., 185-!, wh ere he resided
till hi s lleath.
H e " ·as kind, genial, \Yarm-h eartetl, ~mel had an overfio\v of
goo ll 11atnre \vhich made him every where welcome. He loved
cbilllren, aml was beloved by th em. H e was a good citizen, was
sever::tl times elected selectman, and was as faithful in pn Llic as
in pri\·ate life. H e was hea rty in his snpport of th e reli gions ancl
charitable institutions of the tlay. His influ ence was eve r for
good, an d he was respectell and honored by all who knew him.
H e llil·d at \Vest Creek, 19 Aug., 1877.
LITTLE, HOUA CE,

Son of Richard aml ::\Iary (Pillsbnr,Y) Little, was born 17 Sept.,
1833. His father Llying \Yhen h e \va s 1nt eight years of age, deprinll him of parental care and h elp. H e attended the district
school, anll went to P ennsylvania in 1851, \Vh ere h e has since resided. His present home is at Hidgeway. H e was empl oyed for
several years as a land-smTeyor, and while thus engaged had an
opportunity of making observations of th e valne of real estate in
the lmnber region s, which he has since turned to good account.
H e has bee n a large operator in land aml lumber. H e married
Ln cy A. 'raylor, of P enn syh·ania, and has five children. [See
Gen.]
LITTLE, C II.ATILES IIEIWEUT,

\Vas th e yonngest son of Benjamin and Rhoda (Bartlett) Little.
H e was born in Bosca\Yen, 5 D ec., 180-!, and prepared for college
und er the tuition of ReY. Daniel Lan caster ancl ReY. Samuel
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"\Vood. After graduating in 1827 he comvleted the course at
AndoYer Theological Semina1·y in 1830. Hoping to find a more
congenial climate, he passed most of the two subsequent years as
a teach er in a priYate family, and in a fC'mal e academy in South
Carolina. He returned to New Hampshire in August, 1833, and
became joint editor ant1 proprietor of the J..'ew IIampshire Observer, a religions paper printed at Concord. He resigned the
editorship in February, 1835, on account of gradually failing
health. He returned to his home, lingered till 1 Jan., 1836,
when he calmly passed away. His disease was consumption.
LITTLE, CIIARLES, 1\I. D.

Charles Little, son of Capt. Richard and :::\Iary C. Little, was
born at Little hill, \Vest Boscawen, 14 Feb., 1837. At the age
of fifte en he united with the Congregational church. He fitted
for college at Andover, :Mass., entered Dartmouth in 1856, and
was graduated in 1860. He began at once the stu<ly of medicine.
Liberty-loYing and eager for the service of his country, he enlisted
as hospital steward with the 15th Regiment Yt. V. 1\I. in 1862.
He was earnest and faithful in his work, enduring much hardship
upon the march and in care of the sick, often acting as nurse, and
watching through the long nights alone, with men ·who were too
sick to lJe moved when the orders came to "strike tents." It was
said of him, that among the sick he had the touch of a woman.
He took his medical degree at HanoYer, N. H., October, 1863,
and in November entered the U. S. NaYy as acting assistant surgeon. He was appointed to the "\Yinona," a Yessel of the blockading fleet off Charleston harbor, S. C. He had the medical care
of about one hundred men until the close of the war in 18G•3.
Life at sea was sometimes monotonous, but subject at all times,
night and clay, to sudden and intense excitements,-keeping clear
of torpedoes, sighting strange-looking craft, with now and then a
hot pursuit for a prize. The one grand, joyful event to them was
the receiYing of the mail. Shut out as they were from the world,
the suspense was sometimes terrible, so words from home and
news of the progress of the war were eagerly receiYed. The longedfor news came at length. He says, in his diary, 15 April, 1865,
-"The Canonicus came in with the certain information that Gen.
Lee has surrendered. Glory to God ! "
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Upon his discharge from service he continued the study of medicine six months at the College of Physicians and Surgeons, New
York city. June 11, 1866, he married the only daughter of Harris Cowdrey, l\I. D., of Acton, Mas~., and began in that town the
general practice of his profession. He entered npon his work
with zeal and ambition, and with such success as to give promise
of high rank among physicians.
He died of consumption 16 Nov., 1869, aged 32 years and 10
months. His career was brief, but it was eventful and manly.
LITTLE, HENRY, D. D.,

Son of Jesse and l\Iartha (Gerrish) Little, was born in Boscawen,
23 l\Iarch, 1800. At the age of 15 he united ·with the church
over which Rev. E. Price was pastor, and, with Enoch Kilburn,
Simeon B. Little, and other young men, sustained a young people's prayer-meeting every Saturday evening for five years.
At 17 and 18 he taught school at Canterbury, N. H., anu at
19 the school on \Vater street, Boscawen, in which fourteen of
his scholars became Christians. In the reformation that winter,
he took an actiYe part in the meetings, visited from house to
house, and helped twelYe men to commence family worship.
This reYival settled the question in regard to entering the min. istry, and near his twentieth birthday he began to fit for college,
studying with Samuel \Vood, D. D., of Boscawen, at Salisbury
academy, and at Hanover. He graduated at Dartmouth college
in 1826, at Andover Theological Seminary in 1829, and was ordained as an eyangelist the next clay, 24 Sept., in Park Street
church, Boston, with fifteen other home and foreign missionaries,
by the Presbytery of Newburyport, :l\Iass.
\Vhile a senior at A.ndoYer, Dr. Porter gave lYir. L. the credit
of bringing twenty from the two classes below him in college to
the seminary. His influence over so many students induced Dr.
Porter and the other professors, with Dr. Cornelius, tl1en secretary of the American Education Society, to select him as agent
for that object, which position he filled for about two years in
New England and the \Vest, commencing in New Hampshire and
l\Iassachusetts. Continuing in the same work, he visited the
\Vestern States, travelling on horseback over western PennsylYania, western Virginia, Ohio, Incliana, Kentucky, aucl Tennes-

414

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY,

see ; also through a part of Illinois and :Michigan. He soon
accepted a call from the Presbyterian church at Oxford, Ohio
(June, 1831), where in less than two years 2!)7 were added to its
number. His pastorate closed in April, 1833.
About this date, the American Board of Foreign l\Iissions and
the American Home :Missionary Society, "·ith the American Tract
Society and the American Education Society, all had a 1Jranch of
their work for the great \Vest at Cincinnati, Ohio, each of them
wishing him to be their secretary and general agent. He soon
received the appointment of secretary and agent for the Board of
Agency of the \Yestern States for the American Home :Missionary
Society.
Thus located at Cincinnati, the whole country west of the Alleghanies was his field, and his zealous, constant, and efficient labors
were crowned with success. He hall not yet given up the i<Iea of
being pastor, and had a successful pastorate of two years in l\Iadison, Ind. (from Nov., 1838, to 1840), during which time sixty
united with the church.
He once turned aside to beg $50,000 for Lane Theological Seminary, and once $10,000 for the \Y estern Female Seminary at Oxford, Ohio; but his main life-work has been that of home missions.
In many of the past years, between the fall and spring presbyteries, he has preached as often as once a day for five or six
months, and has seen thousands become Christians.
Dr. Little has ever been an earnest Sabbath-school worker, beginning at Boscawen, when such schools ·were first formed in that
town. The graded school system, aml its adoption by the state of
Indiana, found in him an earnest advocate ; and in the Indiana
Centennial School Report, Dr. Henry Little's name is given as
the originator of the first graded school in that state.
Dr. L. has twice had applications to be a professor in college,
has received invitations to settle over churches in St. Louis, Louisville, Cincinnati, Lo"·ell, l\Iass., and other places; but, after entering the home missionary work the second time, in 184:0, it
seemed his duty to continue in it the rest of his life. He married,
19 Sept., 1831, l\Iiss Susan Norton Smith, of Hatfield, l\fass., a
pupil of l\1iss Grant and :Miss :l\Iary Lyon. Of his eight chilclren, four are sons, all ministers, and settled over Presbyterian
churches at \Vashington, D. C., New Albany, Incl., l\Iankato, J\Iinn.,
and St. Louis, l\Io.
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An a rticle in the Independent, 9th l\hy, 1867, written by the
president of \Vabash college, Rev. Dr. Tuttle, sets forth the labors
of Dr. Little:
'' Dnring a brief pastorate, many scores were couverted, and some of
these fill places of great usefulne ss in th e church and state. There is
no labo r he shuns, in prosec nting his work as a sort of home missionary
bishop. Along the Miami, th e Scioto, the Musk ingnm, the " -hite,
and th e \Vabash, in tl1e heats of s umm er and the treme ndous discomforts of a 'Vestern winter, he pu shes hi s work ,-now in the gmnd old
woods, now in the log school-house or private mansion, or iu the humble meeting-house, telling men of Christ. He has rode four continuou s days on horseback, in the mud and rain, to reach an appointment.
"From Marietta to Evansville, from Cleveland to La Porte, this
man has gone,· planting churches, building up waste places, encouraging hom e missionaries, searching out the scattered sheep, holding protracted meetings, everywhere welcomed , honored , and loved. Thirtysix years has lte been at this wol'k, until he has publicly addressed more
audiences, visited more churches, worked directly in more revivals in
Ohi o and Indiana, talked to more people, seen more changes in communities and persons, than any man that can be nam ed.
" Go where he will, he meets those who owe everythin g to him as
God's instrument, those who have been encouraged by him, those who
have caught th e best impulses of life from him ;-and now, in this year
1867, this blessed man has preached fo .rteen times in eight days in one
pulpi t, preaching the gospel in such a cheerfnl lig ht th at his hearers
exclaim, ' w-ould to God we could love it as he does! ' "
The aboYe was written in 1861. Rev. Dr. Little is still engaged in the work of plantin g church es, makin g, since his ordination in 1829, more than forty-eight year s of continuous labor.
H e is now superintendent of missions for the state of Indiana..
The h ollorable title of D. D. was conferred on him by \Yabash
college in 1865.
LITTLE, ALFRED, l\IAJ.,

Son of H enry and S u san Little, and gran dson of Enoch and
Jesse Little, was born in Boscawen, 3 June, 1 823. At six years
of age a partial paralysis di sabled one limb, obliging him .to use a
crutch. In l\Iay, 1836, the family moved to Peoria, III., where a
severe attack of rheumatic fever in part d estroyed the use of his
other leg. After the death of his father (who died suddenly,
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29 April, 1838) he returne<-1 to Boscawen, in ~fay, 1840, and in
the autumn of the same year commenced to work in the melodeon
and seraphine shop of ~Ir. Charles Austin, at Concord, N. H., one
of the Yery earliest manufacturers of reed instruments in America.
N otecl from a child for his musical talents and correct ear, he
soon became tuner of these instruments, being among the first to
introduce ,·arions improvements in the voicing and tuning of
reeds, which have since been adopted by his brother craftsmen
throughout the country.
Two serious faults of the early instruments of this description
were, first, slowness of speech, and, second, a crude and reedy
quality of tone. To obviate these defects, ~Iaj. J.;ittle soon found
that a material change could be made by bending and shaping
the reeds, divesting them of their harsh and unpleasant sound,
and giving to them a tone more round and mellow. By this
method, an even tone of the same quality throughout the scale
was procluce1l, and with greater freedom of vibration, causing
them, in tuner's language, to "speak quick"
The ..1Jiusic T'rade Review, New York, of 3 Sept., 1877, contains an article, entitled "\Yho was the original inventor of the
art of voicing reeds?" in which the following extract of a letter
lrom J. D. Cheney, tuner and manufacturer of cabinet organs at
Stevens Plain, 1\Ie., is given:
"I was at A. Prescott's, Concord, N. H., from the winter of 1815-6
to 1850, and I am sure that Alfred Little, who was then tuning for
Charles Austin, used to bend the points of the reeds, as he said, 'to
take azca!J a part of the snarl I'

''This was previous to l\Ir. Carhart's improved tube-board, and
was done in connection with the old style force-bellows, round-keyed
melodeon."

At a :Mechanic's Fair, held in Boston, the attention of Dea.
Timothy Gilbert, piano-maker, was called to the peculiar quality
and pure t one of an instrument tuned by ~Iaj. Little, and he ever
after procured his reeds of :1\Ir. Austin for the ".lEolian attachment" to his pianos.
~Iaj. Little claims to be the first tuner in America who regularly set the equal temperament on reed instruments, and in this was
several years in advance of his contemporaries. For his first
efforts in this direction, he "Was greatly indebted to the late Prof.
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George \Vood, the sweet singer of Concord, N. H. It is probably
true that he tuned the first dou ble-reecl instrument in this country,- a seraphine, made by Charles Austin. He also tuned
melodeons for Dearborn & Bartlett, of Concord, N. H., continuing in the business until 1852. At this date he invented and
manufactured, for his own use, an instrument of considerable
power, and yet of remarkable s"·eetness, which has heen his
constant companion to the present day. On listening to its
tones, an eminent musical critic pronounced it a "miniature orchestra," which suggested its name,-the Orchestral :Melodeon
[see engraving]. For its versatility of musical effects, its inimitable t1·enwlo, and the dynamical expression of which it is capable, this instrument is unsurpassed.
The round-keyed melodeon, in use from 1838 to 1850, has almost
wholly disappeared, having been succeeded hy the cabinet organ.
The original melodeon (as seen in engraving) was blown by the
left arm, a movement awkward to most men, and giving a limited
use of the left hand. :l\Iaj. Little soon attained woill1 erful skilfulness in the manipulation of this instrument, aml as a player of
the round-keyed melodeon he is " ·ithout a peer in the world.
Possessing the rare gift of improvisation, seemingly without
any study he calls forth from his instrument many a gem of melody and harmony, which "to hear once is to wish to hear again."
Endowed with a Yoice of great sweetness and pathos, though not
of remarkable compass, and having a high appreciation of the
beautiful in poetry as well as in music, he became popular as a
concert giver. His first musical entertainment was in Pantheon
hall, Fisherville, N. H., l\Iarch, 1846. Since then he has given
delight to hundreds of thousands in New England, Ohio, Indiana,
and Illinois.
Ever ready to respond with voice and instrument to the calls of
charity and patriotism, cheering the patient on his bed of suffering, or teaching a Sabbath-school song to children, he has made
friends everywhere; and many a wayfarer has been aided by his
helping hand, or cheered by his buoyant sympathy.
He was appointed fife-major of the 21st N.H. Regiment by Col.
Joseph L. Pills bury, receiving the honorary commission at the
hands of Gov. N. B. Baker.
Nature does not always endow her poets with an exquisite
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sense of melody, or enable them to produce her harmonies in
music; but she has made an exception in the person of :Maj.
Little ;-he is both musician and poet. Few men have a profounder appreciation of the melodies of Haydn, or the soul-inspiring harmonies of Handel and Beethoven, than he; and there are
few who take greater delight in the study of :Milton and Shakespeare.
That l\Iaj. Little has poetic talent is manifest by the following
song-an apostrophe to a fine group of trees still adorning the old
homestead, now owned by Capt. \Villiam D. George:
1\IY l\IERRY MAPLE GROVE.
There is a spot to mem'ry dear,
'Vhere oft in childhood I would rove,
The merry wildbird's song to hear:
It was my l\Iaple Grove.
How fair the view 011 every sideThe church on yonder hill,
Kearsarge in all its lofty pride,
The pond so clear and still.
And then the moss-grown rock I'd climb,
To pick the berries ripe and red;
While squirrels scattered from the limb
Their nutshells on my head.
'Twas there I hammered from the ledge
Bright garnets hued like wine,
Or gathered from its western edge
The nodding columbine.
Dear l\Iaple Grove! I see thee now,
Enrobed in dress of flowing green;
There stands my boyhood's home below,
'Yith grassy lane between.
Though fairer scenes perchance may be
To win a poet's love,Yet thou art ever dear to me,
lily merry l\Iaple Grove.
There's not a tree that braves the gale,
Or towering rock or purling rill,
But telleth each its simple tale
Of recollection still.
Though flowers may fade and friends may die,
Though far away I rove,Yet oft shall winged mem'ry fly
To thee! my l\Iaple Grove.
LITTLE, JACOB, D. D.,

Son of Jesse and l\Iartha (Gerrish) Little, was born in Boscawen,

N. H., 1 May, 1795. At the age of eleven years he became a

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.

419

Christian, and united with the Congregational clmrch of Bosca·wen, \Vest Parish, 25 June, 1815. He fitted for college under
Samuel \Yood, D. D., of Bosca"·en, and at :Meriden academy; graduated at Dartmouth in 18~~; and at Amlonr Theological Seminary in 1825. He was ordainetl as an evangelist, at Goffstown,
N. H., and first preached six months at Hoosick, N. Y.
In 182G· he entered the employ of the \Yashington County
(Ohio) l\fissionary Society, reaching Belpre (near 1\larietta) Jnne
30. His labors in this anJ other towns within the county continued about one year. Here, and in neighboring places, BiLleclasses (the first in that section) were formed; here, also, he
preached his first temperance sermon.
He commenced his labors at Granville, Licking county, Ohio,
1 J nne, 1827, and at the end of six months was settled over the
Congregational church in that place, where he continued as pastor
until 4 Dec., 1864, a period of thirt.):-seven and one half years.
In this charming town of central Ohio, long noted for its cultured men and women, its churches and Yarious institutions of
learning, Dr. Little, with his shrewd good sense and pious example, led the people for nearly forty years.
Previous to his removal to Gram·ille, an unhappy quarrel had
split the church into faetions; but "·ith the most consummate tact
-l1e was the Yery prince of Christian tacticians-he brought
these factions together, and became the pastor of the now reunited
organization. In this, and in other matters connected with his
people, Dr. Little showed himself to be Ly nature a commantler,
in knowing what ought to he done, and how to do it. "Blessed
are the peace-makers," and he and his people were soon blessed
with a revival of wonderful power, the first of thirteen great revivals during his ministry.
His labors were so eminently successful that the church at
Gram·ille soon became the most noteJ religious organization in
central Ohio. rrhe parish was six miles square, but the pastor
systematically visited enry family belonging to his congregation,
organizing conference and prayer meetings as well as Bibleclasses in every district, which were conducted with astonishing
efficiency. In teaching and explaining the scriptures he took
great delight, ancl spent much time in fitting himself for this important duty.
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Dr. Little had the rare faculty of setting everybody to -n·ork.
There was hardly a male member in his church that did not pray
in public, and a large part of them exhorted publicly in the conference meeting. He soon became known as the "plain preacher"
-the man who dared to speak boldly in condemnation of vice.
His "New Years' Sermons," on the first Sunday in January, were
always reYiews of the year, and on that clay every seat am1 aisle
in the meeting-house was occupied. SeYeral of these sermons
were pn blished. A. letter in the New York Tribune, 29 July,
1854, gives the following sketch of Dr. L. :
"The most remarkable man in Granville, if not in the whole county,
is the Rev. Jacob Little, pastor of the Congregational church. He is
a graduate of Dartmouth college, and keeps his polite studies bright by
practice. He is extremely plain in his appearance, and in the pulpit
has none of the mannerisms of his profession. In style he is perfectly
simple, and yet there is such robust good sense in all that he does, and
such sagacity of judgment, rarely in error, accompanied by a rare purity
and integrity of character, that it may be said he stands among the
foremost ranks of his profession in this great state. His goodness is so
good as to amount to genius, and his simplicity of manner and style at
times produces the effects of the highest eloquence. He has a wonderful
passion for statistics connected with his own locality, and can tell you
bow many get drunk, how many drink intoxicating liquor, how many
use tobacco, how many have died since he was in Granville, and at what
age and of what disease, how many attend church, and who visit and
travel on Sundays," &c., &c.

The following is an extract from Dr. Little's new year's sermon of 1849:
''This township has 411 families and 1,37G adults. It has 37 drinking
families, 119 drinking adults, 21 drunkards, and during the past year
has consumed 4,153 gallons of intoxicating liquor. The families having
no altar are 219; reading no religious papers, 223; children between six
and twenty-one attending no Sabbath-school, 179; adults who visit,
work, or journey on the Sabbath, 183; neglect public worship, 113;
cannot read, 22; use profane language, 189; use tobacco, 36±; play
cards, 83; attend balls, 40; supposed to be impenitent, 777. The sending 150 persons to Botany bay vrould blot from our history most of the
above number."

During Dr. Little's pastorate at Granville, there were added
to his church 1,041 members, of whom 664 were received upon
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profession of their fa.ith. In these years he preached about 5,000
sermons, and more than 1,000 persons are supposed to ha,ve been
led to a religious life through his ministry.
Ilis kind a,nd genia,l nature secured the love and confidence of
children and youth, who ever felt free to come to him for needed
sympathy and counsel. His va,ried duties as pastor and prea,cher led
him to be systema,tic and exact. Says a writer in the New York
Evangelist,-" I never saw Jacob Little off duty and at leisure.
His industry was restless, and his method unyielding ·as iron
bands." As a writer, he was simple and plain, preferring force to
elegance, choosing to have his sentiments rather than his sentences remembered.
In 1863, Dr. Little delivereJ a course of lectures at Lane Theological Seminary, on Pastoral Theology; anJ from January, 1867,
to July, 1869, furnished a column each week for the Cla·istian
Herald, published at Cincinnati, entitled "The Pastor." Besides
the" New Years' Sermons," he puLlished several other discourses,
as well as many delightful anJ valuable articles in the religious
newspapers. Perhaps his most important work is the "History
of Granvillet publisheJ in fifty-nine numbers of the Ohio Obse1·ve1·, at Hudson, about the year 184:5.
The male academy and the female seminary of Granville (of the
latter of which he was trustee) owed their existence and much of
their prosperity to his efforts. ]Tor a numLer of years he was
trustee of 'Vestern R.cserYe college, and of Central college, Ohio.
He also served as trustee of l\Iarietta college from 1840 to 1870.
In person, Dr. Little was a large man, and possessed great physicnJ activity and enJurance. For thirty years his average weight
in the winter was 200 pounds. For thirty-five years he never
lost a Sabbath from ill health. This he attributed largely to his
regular and temperate habits, using neither tea, coffee, nor tobacco,
At the close of 1864:, Dr. Little resigned his pastorate over the
church at Granville, and removed to his farm near \Yarsaw, Ind.,
where he resided until 1874, preaching to nnsnpplieu churches
about one third of the time. His strength beginning to fail, he
then removed to the home of his son, Rev. Charles Little, at
'V abash, Ind., where he passed to his rest, 17 Dec., 1876, aged
81 years, 7 months, and 16 days.
In 1855, the degree of D. D. was conferred on him by l\Iarietta
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college. He married, 1st, Lucy, daughter of Capt. Joseph Gerrish, of Canterbury, N. H., 1 June, 1826, who died 5 Oct., 1834;
2d, Ann Dorothy, daughter of Hon. T. 1\1. Thompson, of Granville, Ohio, 23 1\Iarch, 1836. Four children,-one son by his first
and two sons and a daughter by his second marriage,-are now living, the three sons being ministers of the Presbyterian church.
(See Gen.)
1\IACURDY, DAVID A.,

C.-~PT.,

Enlisted as a private, with his brother 1\Iatthew, 11 Ang., 1862,
in the 14th Regiment [for mo\·ements of which see Adjutant-General's Report, state of New Hampshire]. During the fall and
winter the regiment was on duty at \Yashington and along the
Potomac, picketing the river for a distance of forty miles, enduring great hardships. The summer of 1863 was passed in doing
guard duty from Harper's Ferry to Fortress l\Ionroe. In the
spring of 186-±, the regiment was ordered to the Department of
the Gulf, and came ncar being ship1vrecked on the voyage to New
Orleans. After a short service on the Mississippi, the regiment
returned to the Potomac, and was ordered to the Shenandoah,
joining Sheridan's corps, Aug. 18.
On the 19th of Sept. occurred the battle of Perryville. The regiment was on the march at 2 A. l\1. rrhe artillery fire began before daylight, but the battle did not become general til111 o'clock
in th e forenoon. The 14th N. H. was on the extreme right of
Sheridan's infantry line. The advance of the Union troops \Yas
so impetuous that the enemy were driven at every point, but in
the ardor of pnrsnit the line became confused. The artillery of
the enemy opened with deadly effect. The order was given to
fall hack. \Vhile the movement was being executed, Capt. ~ln.
curdy's younger brother, 1\Iatthew, was instantly killed, and
the captain himself (then lieutenant) wounded. The loss to
the regiment was thirteen officers and one hundred and thirty
privates killed and wounded. After his wound had healed, Capt.
1\Ia.curdy rejoined his regiment, which was ordered to Savmmah
1 Jan., 1865, where it remained till the close of the war. Capt.
1\Iacnrdy was commissioned first lieutenant 27 l\Iay, 1864 ; promoted to captaincy 22 Nov., 186-±; and mustered out 8 July, 1865.
He has been honored by his fellow-citizens with the offices of
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selectman and representative [see Town Officers]. He has followed the occupation of trader in \Vebster, Concord, and again in
Webster.
l\IORRILL, ROBIE, REV.

The second minister of Boscawen was Rev. Robie J\Io!rill, son
of Abraham Morrill, of Salisbury, J\Iass. [see Gen.], where he was
born 28 Aug., 173±, the year in which the first band of settlers
reared their log cabins in Contoocook. He graduated at Harvard,
1755, studied theology, and was ordained minister 29 Dec., 1761.
He preached about five years, and then, owing to some disaffection [see Civil Hist. ], resigned his ministerial office. He never
again engaged in preaching, but became a teacher, and taught
many years during the closing decades of the last century. He
was a useful citizen, a gentleman of the old school, punctilious
in dress, yielding never to the changes of fashion, but wearing to
the close of life his wig, his black silk stockings, silver shoe and
knee buckles. He was small of stature, and was bald-headed, but
the loss of hair was supplied by a wig and cue, which the roguishly inclineLl, roystering school-boys had the temerity to dandle at
times, not nnfreqnently paying for it with aching palms.
Rev. 1\Ir. J\Iorrill was erratic in his ways. Tradition reports
that he once selected for his text the pronoun "it;" that once
he astonished his congregation by exclaiming,-" There goes a
mouse ! " . But if erratic, he was possessed of a rich vein of humor.
Some of the members of his congregation not unfrequently fell
asleep during his long-drawn sermon, and disturbed the preacher
by their snoring. On a Sunday J\Irs. J\Iorrill dropped asleep,
whereupon her husband paused in his preaching and thus addressed one of his w-akeful hearers : "My friend, won't you please
punch that man who snores so loud, for if he goes on at that rate
he will wake np my wife."
J\Ir. Morrill erected the house now standing near the site of the
ancient fort, the oldest framed bouse in the town. He was a man
of sterling character, and in the formative period, during the Revolutionary war and the first years of the republic, when society
and political institutions were undergoing a change, his influence
was ever on the right side. He died in 1813, greatly respected
by his fellow-citizens.
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1\IOODY, PHEBE K., MRS.

Phebe Knight, daughter of Caleb Knight, came to Boscawen
with her father in 1792, from Newbury, l\fass. She was employed
as a school-t eacher,-one of the few female teachers of the last
century. She was united in marriage to Nicholas l\Ioody, who
resided in a secluded locality west of Little hill. l\Irs. l\Ioocly,
though bound clown by the prosaic occupations of a farmer's
household, and cut off from associations generally deemed necessary to literary culture, found time to throw off, now and then, a
poetical effusion for h er friends. At the close of the last century
there were few newspapers, and fewer magazines; nevertheless
some of her poetical scraps found their way into print, and were
greatly admired. Sh e was endowed with native poetic talent of a
high order, a delicate appreciation of the beautiful, and rare facility of expression, as will be seen by the few fragments that
have been preserved :
POETICAL EPISTLE TO A YOVNG FRIEXD.
Dear Miss:
Your friend has requested a letter for yon,
llnt at p1·csent I know not what theme to pursue,
Unless of my dwelling I give yon a view.
I'm of the earth, earthly; and therefore my mind
To things of small moment is mostly inclin ed.
My time and my thoughts are employ'cl in m y dairy,
Though sometimes I scribble when of that I'm weary.
My writing, you'll notice, is none of the best,
Though perhaps not so coarse as my genius and taste.
But enough of this preface: I now will proceed
To draw you a landscape if you it can read.
In this lonely vale, half a mile from the road,
Shut out from the worlU, is my rnral abode.
A mile to the west you may houses discern;
But here quite alone stand my cottage and barn;
And around it are sporting the flocks and the h erds,
The turkeys and chickens, the squirrels and bird~.
And here is my garden, but we'll pass and not heed it;
Like my heart, 'tis uncnltured-I've neglected to weed it.
But the fi elds and the orchards, that a;,k not my care,
Are teeming with good fruit, and look very fair.
See yonder the ridge anfl the wood-cover'd hill,
And down in the hollow there ripples a rill;
In pleasing meanders it plays through the wood,
Till it meets and unit es in a neighboring flood.
The wide-spreading meadow, the sweet-flowing fonliltain,
The tall dusky forest, the high lofty mountain,
The steep craggy rock, and the grove and the brook,The prospect is pleasant wherever you look.
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On all sides are blooming the beauties of spring;
Cl:tu with corn and with clover, the vales shout and sing;
The sweet-scented briers that decl{ this green bell,
The soft fragrant zephyrs that play round my head,
The sweet little songsters that carol above,
All, all I have nam'u are the offspring of love!
Our God's name is Love, and love is his nature,
He rules us, he governs all worlds and each creature.
"'hatever he formed hi,; goodness protects,
And his tender mercies are o'er all his works.
But man is his best lov'u, mnn's nature he took;
That wonderful story we read in his Book,How for us he suffer'd, obey'u, liv'd, and died,
To make of us, rebels, his childt·en and bride.
And uow to this Jesus, whose name we adore,
Be blessing, and honor, and glory, aJl(l power:
To Jesus-Jehovah, the Ancient of DaysBe blessing, and honor, and glory, and praise.
Two natures united in our dearest Lor<l,
For the 'Vor<l was made flesh, and the \\'onl it was God.
He's God in the Father ami God in the Son,
And God in the Spirit, and thestJ three are one!
Oh, wonders on wonders! what myst'ry is here!
'Vhat heights anu what depths in our Jesus appear!
The Creator al'ldl!reature in unison join:
How blest are the branches of Jesus the vine!
" rhat though modern Pharisees say he's not God,
And treat with indignity our dearest Lonl,Yet, yet it is written, that Jesus the Larub,
Is God over all, the eternal I Am.
Seducers are saying, lo! here, ancllo! there
Is Jesus the Saviour, but let us beware;
For, though these false teachers will many deceive,
Our Jesus forbids us their lies to believe.
The things are fulfilling that Jesus foretold,
The signs of his coming we clearly behold;
False Christs aucl false prophets now swarm all around,
And faith uncorrupted is scarce to be found;
Of blasphemous errors, behold what a flood!
Denying the Saviour, who bought them with bloou!
But Jesus will come in his glory ere long,
And by his own power will silence each tongue
That !lOW speaks against him, perverting his word:
On such daring sinner have mercy, dear Lord!
l\IY COTTAGE.
Iu this retreat, remote and still,
l\ly fav'rite solitude I find;
This little cot beneath the hill
Has charms congenial to my mind.
How gracious, Heaven, art thou to me,
In answ'ring thus my early prayers;
From youth I ever wished to be
Far from the world and all its cares.
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Far from the world of noise and strife,
·with quiet here I'll pass my day:a;
In this sequester'd vale of life,
I've found that peace which ne'er decays.
And from this humble shade ere long,
To heaven, my home, I hope to rise,
Borne on the balmy wings of love,
To fairer mansions in the skies.
There Jesus sits, that God of love!
His glorious throne 's exalted high;
Though once he groan'd and bled and died
To save such guilty worms as I.
And is it not worth dying for,
To see my Heavenly Father's face,
'Yho sav'd me from destruction's jaws,
And bid me seek superior bliss?
A FRAGMENT.
THE PEN.

"How great is my use!" cries the quill of 11. goose;
"·who duly my merits appraise?
1\Iy praises resound the world all around,
I make e\·en fools to be wise."
THE NEEDLE.

"Hold! hold! prating goose, for I'm of most use,
Although I am shorter and slimmer;
By my little head many thousands are fed,
Whilst your scribble won't pur<!hase a dinner."
THE WHEEL.

"And what were ymar head were it not for my thread?
So, then, independent l\Iiss Steel,
Just acknowledge thy due to the wheel."
THE LOOM.

"And what were your worth were it not for my cloth?"
The loom, looking largely, replied.
"Both needle and thread might beg for their bread,
If I did not keep them employed."
THE .AXE.

l\lr. Axe raised his head, and to them he said," Come, yield the precedence to me;
For to me you must know your being you owe,
For I hewed you out of the tree.''
In this dispute among the tools,
'Ve see how much we look like fools
'Vhen pride begins to swell and rise,
And makes us great in our own eyes.
Shall human tools contend with Goll,
And boast as if they were no wood?
'Ve are his clay, formed by his hand,
For his own use, at his command.
Let not curst pride our hearts deceive,
For what h~ve we we've not received?
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PEARSON, NATIIA!{,

Son of Nathan Pearson, was born in Bosca~ren, 22 Sept., 1802.
He had no special adyantages for obtaining an education, being
limited to the meagre instruction furnished by the district school.
He married Eliza Couch, daughter of John Couch, of Salisbury,
and settled on the homestead now owned by Ephraim Little.
1\Ir. Pearson was a man of few words, ·who did his own thinking,
and was independent in his opinions. He was a good friend
and citizen, a constant attendant upon public worship, anu endeavored to supply, by reading and observation, the lack of opportunities for education in his early years. He was electeu selectman in 18-H and 1842, and representative in 1843 and 18-14.
Upon the division of the town, he was elected chairman of the
board of selectmen for "\Vebster. He <lied 8 Oct., 1868.
PECKER, J. E., COL.,

For several years a citizen of Boscawen, is a son of the late Jeremiah Peeker, Jr., and great grandson of Capt. J olm Chandler,
and was born in East Concord, 28 1\Iay, 1838. He attended the
Franklin Hall school in Concord, and graduated from the Chandeller Scientific Department of Dartmouth college in 1858. Subsequently he engaged in teaching, and for a number of years ·was
principal of the Fisherville high school. He then read law, but
abandoned the idea of that profession to become a correspondent
and reporter of the Boston Journal, upon which paper Le has
been regularly employed since 1862.
In 1865 he was historian in the military department of the
state goYernment, and aided largely in the preparation of the
extended reports issued that year by the adjntant-general.
He is now manager of the New Hampshire News Bureau of
the Boston Journal, having charge of its interests in this state.
As a newspaper correspondent, he has travelled extensively in
Canada and the provinces, and in the "\V estern and Southern
states.
In 1877 he was commissioned aide-de-camp on the military staff
of Go,·. Prescott, with the rank of coloneL He is biographical
secretary of the Chandler Alumni Association of Dartmouth
college.
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PETERSOY, DAXIEL, 1\:I:. D.

The first physician in Boscawen was Dr. Daniel Peterson, who
built the house afterwards occupie<l by Benjamin Oak and by
James \Vest. as a hotel, and now occupied by J\Ir. Dow. He
moved into town about 1770, and was a surgeon in the Bennington
and other campaigns. He was a physician of the old school ; indeed, there was no other school. Bleeding, blistering, cuppings, calomel, and jalop were its characteristics. The "school"
believed in an active treatment.
Dr. Peterson had an extensive practice in Boscawen, Salisbury,
Sanbornton, Canterbury, \Varner, \Yilmot, and other towns, riding as far north as Haverhill, always on horseback, with his saddle-bags stuffed with medicines.
He married a sister of Nathaniel Greene, Esq., and was uncle to
the late Senator Fessenden.
One of his fellow-physicians was Dr. Long, of Hopkinton.
Together Drs. Peterson and Long rode to Haverhill, X. H., and
were present at the execution of a negro who had committed a
heinou s crime, and who had sold his body to the two physicians
for dissection. Dr. Long skinned the body after the execution, had
the skin tanned, and a pair of boots made from it. Dr. Peterson,
from his service in the army, became widely known, and was
regarded as one of the best surgeons of his time.
PILLSBURY, JOSEPH L., COL.,

Son of Dea. Joseph and :Martha (Little) Pillsbury, \\·as born in
Boscawen, N. H., 10 Feb., 1829. At the age of twelve years he
accompanied his fath er to Pennsylvania, where he spent one summer with a sun·eying party, acting as chain-bearer. He was
not a robust youth, but life in the woods improved his health,
and he early matured to a vigorous manhood.
At the age of sixteen he displayeJ. a military spirit, making
himself familiar with tactics and drill exercises. At eighteen he
was captain, and at twenty-one was colonel of the 21st N. H. Regiment. He commenced the study of medicine, which he soon after abandoned, and in 1851 went to Pittsburgh, where for about
three years he acted as paymaster of the Ohio & Pennsylvania
Railroad. Possessing a mathematical and scientific mind, he
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qualified himself for the duties of civil engineer, which calling
he followed for abput twenty years.
In 185± Col. Pillsbury commenced as contractor and builder of
railroads in the South and \Vest, doing an extensive business
on the l\Iobile & Girard, Fort \Yayne & Chicago, and also on a
road running west from Dubuque, Iovm. Associated with him in
part of these contracts was his brother, Henry \V. Pillsbury.
Subsequently Col. Pillsbury was engaged in the oil business
in eastern Ohio and western Pennsylvania, where a number of oil
wells 'vere bored hy him. He was also superintendent of the
Deep Oil J\Iining Company, in northern Ohio.
Col. Pillsbury excelled as a hydraulic engineer. His first important work in this direction was the building of the Canton
(Ohio) water-works, in 1869, '70. He was also advising hydraulic
engineer for various cities in the \Vest.
The last great labor of his life was at Columbus, Ohio, where
in 1870 he was employed as chief engineer to supply that capital with water from the Scioto river. During the progress of this
enterprise his health was seriously impaired, and soon after its
successful eompletion he returned with his son and daughter to
Boscawen, where he died, 10 Jan., 1874.
Col. Pillsbury was a man of positive character, indomitable energy, and of great nobility and kindness of heart. In writing, he
had the happy faculty of expressing himself with fluency, and
to the point. From his youth he was an extensive reader
of books that required thought, whether in poetry or prose ; was a
diligent student, and greatly interested in mechanical and scientific pursuits. In the study of geology he took great delight, and
in this, as well as in other departments of science, his mind was
a rich storehouse of useful and interesting facts. He invented
several valuable improvements pertaining to his various fi eld's
of labor, and secured a patent on a hydrant for city water-works.
Col. Pillsbury was an active and esteemed member of the Episcopal church, at Canton, Ohio, and was always ready to do his
part in every good word and ,york He married, 18 ~Iay, 1854,
:Mary Anna Ely, of \Vooster, Ohio, daughter of Col. Daniel Ely,
of Owego, N. Y. She died at Delaware, Ohio, 18 Aug., 1867.
[See Gen.]
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PILLSBURY, MOODY A., GEN.

Gen. l\Ioocly Adams Pillsbury, son of Daniel and Eunice
(Thorla) Pillsbury, was born in Boscawen, 4 l\fay, 1794. His
educational advantages, like those of most boys of his time, were
those of the district school. Upon arriving at his majority he
settled in Rashan, upon the farm where he lived through life,
giving more attention to his saw-mill than to his farm. Bashan
was a new section, densely timbereLl, and his mills became a
source of profit.
He became an officer in the militia, was colonel of the 21st
Regiment for several years, and rose to the rank of brigadiergeneral.
Gen. Pillsbury took an active interest in the events of his
time. He was a constant attendant upon the public religious services of the Sabbath, gave liberally to the support of benevolent
objects, and "·as long a member of the church. He was one of
the first to espouse anti-slavery principles, and gave to the
cause of freedom his whole heart. He was a kind neighbor, a
friend to the poor, and a genial companion. He married, first,
l\Iiss Rachel Dix, sister of Gen. J olm A. Dix; second, l\Iiss Louisa
Frances Dix, her sister. He died 8 Jan., 1863.
PILLSBURY, GEORGE T.,

Son of Daniel Pillsbury, was born in the house now occupied by
l\Iiss Sarah Pillsbury, on \Vater street. He learned his father's
trade-that of carpenter-and built the house near the schoolhouse, on Little hill, where he resided a few years. He erected many
buildings in Concord, and began the erection of the South Congregational meeting-house in that town in 18:35, in partnership with
Capt. \Vm. Abbott. He received an injury in one of his legs,
which was followed by mortification and death in 1836. He was
a man of decided convictions, and active in all matters relating to religion and temperance. He was elected deacon of the
church in \Vebster, to succeed Dea. Enoch Little, 2d. His
death cast a gloom upon the community, and his funeral was
notably one of the largest ever attended in \Vebster. He died
as he had lived, in the full triumph of Christian faith.
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PRICE, EBE:NEZER, REV.,

The first pastor of the Congregational church in \Vebster, was
born in Newburyport, 14 Sept., 1771, and ·was the youngest child
of \Villiam Price [see Gen.]. His parents, from his birth, designed that he should receive a collegiate education. He began
l1is preparatory studies at the age of seventeen, in l\Ioore's Charity
School, Hanover, then under the tuition of Rev. Daniel Dana. He
entered Dartmouth in 1789, and graduated in 1793. His sister
had married Rev.l\Ir. Hidden, of Tamworth, with whom he passed
several months after graduating, where he made a public profession of religion, 24 Aug., 1794. Deciding to enter the ministry,
he placed himself under the theological instruction of Rev. Elihu
Thayer, D. D., of Kingston. He v•as licensed to preach, January,
1795, by the Deerfield association of ministers, and began his labor
as a minister of the gospel in Belfast, :1\Ie., l\Iarch, 1796, and was
ordained pastor of the church in that place on the 26th of December following. He was married 20 Jan., 1799, to :Miss Lucy
Farrer: eldest daughter of Humphrey and Lucy Farrer, of Hanover, N. H. He remained in Belfast till the 22d of September,
1802, a period of six years.
The burning of the meeting-house at the east end of Boscawen, the refusal of the town to build a second edifice, and the
erection of a building by a society on the Plain, brought about an
abnormal state of affairs. The town owned the frame at the
West end, and individuals owned the pews. There was no church
or society. At the invitation of the citizens of this section,
J\1r. Price began his labors. His preaching was followecl by a
manifest increase of attention to religion on the part of the
people. The \Vesterly Religious Society was organized in J anuary, 1804, and a church of eight members formed the 10th of
September following. l\Ir. Price accepted a call to become their
pastor, and was installed on the 26th of September. He maintained this pastoral relation thirty-three years, the connection
being dissolved by mutual council, 10 l\Iay, 1837.
During his pastorate, there were several marked seasoD:s of
religious interest. The whole number added to the church during his pastorate was 262. The greatest number in any one year
was 60, in 1838. The greatest number of members on the church
rolls at any one period was 198.
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J\Ir. Price continued to reside in the town, and became superintendent of the Sabbath-school, which position he held for eleven
years.
Upon the formation of the Granite :Mutual Fire Insurance Co.,
he was elected secretary, which office he he1J till he removed to
Boston, in 1859, to live with his eldest son, Ebenezer Sewell Price,
where he died in 1863, aged 92.
He took a lively interest in every benevolent or other movement looking to the welfare of the community. He was a genial
man, a perfect gentleman, respecting the rights of all, and exceedingly courteous. He dignified his office as a minister of the gospel, and adorned it by an exemplary life. Those most prejudiced
against religion could find no word of fault against it on account
of any dereliction of duty on his part. Being one of the superintending school committee from 1809 to 1835, he became acquainted with nearly all the children in town ; and if they stood
in awe of him on account of his official position, they learned to
love ancl respect the man who placed his hands on their heads
so benignantly, smiled so genially, and overlooked their shortcomings in the kindness of his nature.
He was fond of riding on horseback, and no gentleman of the
old school ever sat more gracefully than he in the sadLlle.
He was settletl in town at a time when liberty gave place to
license, when there was an uprising of some of the worst elements
in society; and in the middle period of his ministry came the
struggle for possession of the \Vest meeting-house. But those
who dissented from his religious opinions respected him as a man,
and welcom ed him heartily to their homes. His influence was
ever on the side of law and order, justice and right. After his
retirement from the ministry, his fellow-citizens manifested their
regard for him by twice electing him to represent them in the
legislature.
In 1820 :Mr. Price collected materials for a chronological history of the town. :Much of his information in regard to the
early settlement of the town was obtained from George Jackman, Esq., and from conversation ·with the oldest inhabitants.
It was printed in 1823, by Jacob B. :Moore, of Concord. The
town appropriated fifty dollars as compensation. It was published by private subscription. His sermons preached at the
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funeral of Dea. Benjamin Sweatt, and upon the death of ReY. Dr.
\Vood, were published by request. He was the author of the letter to Hon. Daniel \Vebster, which elicited his reply to his New
Hampshire neighbors. The letter aml reply are to be found in
the pu 11ished correspondence of l\Ir. \Vebster.
His relations to the church aml society, mul especially to his
successor in the ministry, ReY. Edward Buxton, were always fraternal and helpful. As a pastor, he was ever mimlful of the ·wants
of his people, sympathizing with them in their bereaYement~ and
afflictions, and entering as heartily into all their joys. He 1vas so
mindful of ali classes, that in his public prayers "the aged, the
middle-aged, the young, the youth, the infants," were ali rememberetl. His desire to leaYe nothing undone, to neglect no class,
to fili the full measure of his own responsibility, not infrequently
made his prayers and sermons of umlue length. On special occasions his prayers sometimes exceeded his sermons in length, occupying from fifty to seventy minutes.
In this respect he did not stand alone. In the ministry at that
periotl, brevity was the exception, length the rule. At the beginning of the century, people expected a service to occupy at least
two hours. During the short days of winter, those who lind
farthest from meeting sometimes saw the sun (lisappear behind
the \Varner hills before they reachetl home. Nor were they restless under a sermon that occupied an hour in th e cleliYery. They
expected a long sermon, and would have found fault with the
breYity of the sermon of the present clay.
His last years.were marked by serene peace and composure. He
was an attendant at l\Iount Vernon ('burch, in Boston, aml listened
with delight to the preaching of Rev. Dr. Kirk, who looketl upon
him as a father in the ministry. His influence for good never
can he measured, for under his preaching such men as ReY.
Enoch Corser, and Revs. Jacob an<l Henry Little, were led to
enter the ministry; aH<l through their instrumentality thousands
have been brought to :~ religions life.
The night before his death, Father Price calletl his son Sel\'ell
and wife to his bedside, and, taking their hands in his, thanked
them for their continued kindness to him, and trusted thnt in
their last days they might he cared for as tenderly. Sewell nskecl
his father how he felt in reg<trd to death. "Oh! that 1vns nil fix:eJ
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years and years ago.
l\Iaker: he has taken
the future ."
Rev. Jacob Little,
and pnblished in the
to Rev. :;\lr. Price :

I committed myself into the hands of my
care of me hitherto, and I have no fears for
in a sermon preached in Granville, Ohio,
Uhw·ch Dn·ion, 20 ~lay, 1876, thus alludes

"
* * A good man never dies. His good works follow
him, and he lives in them.
" Ready to return from a New England visit, I called to say good-by
to my pastor, who had outlived his years of preaching. \Vith tearful
eyes he said,-' I shall never see you again. You will again visit your
friends, but before that time I shall die.' " ' ishing to cheer him, Ireplied,-' ::\Ir. Price, you will never di e. I have received from you doctrine:;:, precepts, feelings, and ways of doing good, and in central Ohio
am impressing them on a great peopl e. Sabbath teachers and preachers are coming up in my congregation to scatter what I have received
from your lips, and pass it to the next generation. In Indiana, Bro.
Henry is doing the sam e thing on a larger scale, and so are others who
have gone from your congregation. 'Vllat you have taught by exam
pie and precept is spreading wider and wider, and going to th e second
and third generations, and will ever keep going, so that you will never
die.'''
ROGERS,

JOH~,

!II. D.

l\Iaj. "'\Villiam Rogers was born in Newbury, l\Iass., 1741, and
married Abigail "'\Y orth of th e same town. He "\Yas a lineal descendant of John Rogers, who was burned at the stake in Smithfield in 1555. He was drown ed at the mouth of l\Ierrimack river,
25 Sept., 1786. They had fiye children.
•
John was born 24: }Iay, 1787, at N ewburyport, 1\Iass. His
mother married :i\Ioocly Chase, aml moved to Ch ester, N. H.
Before preparing for college, h e learned the art of dressin g cloth
of \Yilliam Hesalton, of Suncook H e graduated at Dartmouth,
1816, studied medicine with Dr. Clmdbourne, of Concord, graduated from the l\Iedical Department of Dartmouth college in
1819, commenced th e practice of medicine in Chester, and remond to Boscawen in 1821 or 1822. He lived in the large dwelling-house (shown in the cut) near the church, where he practised
medicine nntil his death, 5 Jan., 1830. He married Sarah,
daughter of Caleb Knight, of Boscawen, in l\Iay, 1825. Their
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children were,-Samh, born 23 Sept., 1826, married \V. H. Harlow, of Everett, :l\Iass. ; J olm, born 23 Sept., 1826, died September, 1828; Abbie, born 6 l~eb., 1828, "·ho resides with her
sister.
8AlWEXT, W ALTEl~ H.,

Son of Isaac and Rebecca (Farnum) Sargent, was born in Boscawen in 1825. He enlisted in 1862, in Co. D~ 1Jth N. H. Hegiment, was appointecl sergeant, and on account of a fracture of one
of his legs was appointed recruiting officer, and enlisted fourteen
soldiers from Webster and vicinity. The regiment was on dnty
along the Potomac during th e fall and "'\Yinter of 1862-3, awl he
was detailed at Georgetown to pre-rent the smuggling of liquor
and other contraband articles into camp, a position re<ruiring the
closest scrntiny and circumspection.
From Georgetown he was detailed with fifty-seven men to do
gnm·d duty at the old capitol prison. It was in midsummer. The
officers aml soldiers were ordered to appear at all times in regulation ch·ess, an order of the regulation martinet, who sacrificed the
health of the detachment to sustain military red-tape. Broken
down in health, Lieut. Sargent was orderetl to New Hampshire
upon recruiting service, where he remained till the last of January,
1864.
\Vhile on duty near Harper's Ferry he fell upon the ice and
injured one of hi s legs-one that had previously been brokenwhich became exceedingly painful. \Vhile suffering from the
fall, h e commanded a scouting party of twenty men, reconnoitering the country as far south as Snicker's Gap.
On the 20th of :l\Iarch, 1864:, the regiment sailed from New
York, on steamer Daniel \Vebster, for New Orleans. Th e vessel
came near foundering in a terrific storm, " ·hich carried away
wh eel-houses and bulwarks. The steam-pipe burst. The steamer,
however, reached Hilton Head, was refitted, and the regiment
finally reached Carrollton, a suburb of New Orleans, April 12.
After service on the :Mississippi the regiment returned to Fortress
:Monroe, joined the army under Gen. Grant at Petersburg, was
joined to the 1Jth Army Corps, sent to the Shenandoah, and was
in the battle of Perryville, in th e thick of the fight. The regiment charged across an open field, driving the enemy. A rebel
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fired at Lieut. Sargent from behind a tree, but missed him; whereupon Lieut. Sargent rushed upon him, and the man threw down
his gun, and surrendered. A second rebel drew up his gun to
fire, but a stroke from the lieutenant's sword induced him to
change his mind, and hoth were brought into the lines prisoners.
In the retreat which the regiment was compe1led to make, Lieut.
Sargent was knocked down by a piece of shell. In the melee
-which followed the charge of the enemy, he was wounded in the
arm, \Yhile a second bullet struck him above the right eye. His
clothes were riddled, and he fell forward upon his face. The
enemy rushed OYer him. A rebel surgeon came to take his sword.
Lieut. Sargent ga,·e him his revoh·er, but refused to surrender
his sword except to an officer of the line. The surgeon took him
to a major, and the sword was given up.
\Vith other prisoners he was taken up the Shenandoah valley.
\Yatclting an opportunity he secreted himself in the bushes at
night, but was discovered. He ran through a piece of woods,
gained the river, plunged in, dived beneath a pile of drift-wood,
and managed to get his head aboYe the water amid the ln·u::;h, but
was discovered and delivered to the provost guard. He was closely watched. From being chilled he came near dying, hut \\'as
compelled to mareh day after day. He hafl nothing to eat for
several clays except raw corn, and a hit of bread which a rebel
officer gave him from his own rations. His arm was fearfully
swollen, and his lame leg was exceedingly painful, while his feet
were worn to the bone. He could go no farther. His guard ordered him to move on, and stated that his orders \YCre to shoot
him if he did not move. "I shall not move, and you will not dare
to shoot me," was the fearless reply. The soldier cockecl his gun
and levelled it, but did not clare to fire. He was put in an ambulance, t:1ken to Libby prison, and endured its horrors till 7 Oct.,
when he was paroled. On the 15th of January foJlowing, he was
hon01·ably discharged.
Lieut. Sargent resides in Bridgewater, N. H. He is fond of
hunting, and is renowned for his success in that line.
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SHEPARD, FOREST, PROF.

Prof. Forest Shepard, son of Daniel and Ann (Forest) Shepard, was born in Boscawen, 31 Oct., 1800. He graduated at
Dartmouth college, 1827, and studied theology at New Haven.
Prof. Shepard early manifest ed a loYe for science, especially
geology and mineralogy. He has been connected with the various geological smTeys of th e United States and CanaLla, and his
obselTa.tions have been extended over a large area. In Canada
he explored the region occupi ed by the Hudson's Bay Company.
He has vi::; iteLl E ngland, antl made the acquaintance of the scienti sts of that country. His explorations have been extended to
Panama, Un ba, New Gre nada, Mexico, an d California. He has
made many important discoveri es of mines. He has filled the
chair of natural science at \Y estern Reserve college, Hudson, Ohio,
and at otlwr institution s. He married :Miss Sophia \V. Storer, of
Rutbml, Yt. His present resitlence is in Connecticut.
STONE, PETER.

Dea. Prtcr Stone, son of George an d Hannah (Loverin g) Stone,
was born in Boscawen, 19 D ec . ~ 1799, an(l has always resided upon
the ol(l hom es tead. H e married Ruth Call, dau ghter of Silas Call,
of Boscawen. He was an actiYc member and officer of the Christian church and society, while that denomination maintained public worship, aml when emigration and change made it impossible
lon ger to sustain a church of his or(ler, with a 9atholi c spirit h e
became an attendant upon the Congregational church. He has
been an cxcee<lin gly industriou s man, laboring early aml late, not
compelled by necessity, but doing it as a duty and pleasure, carryin g into hi s daily life the scriptural injunction, " \Vhatsoever t hy
haml findeth to do, do it with thy might."
STONE, FHEDEIUCK P., CAPT .

Capt. .F'rederiek P. Stone, son of Peter, was born 2-1 :March,
H e remained on his fath er's farm until the breaking out
of the wa r, when he enlisted in the cavalry [ see l\Iilitary H ist.],
Co. I , 17 Dec., 18G1. H e was promotetl to first sergeant 1 March,
1SG3, reenlii;ted 5 June, 18GJ, promoted to first lieutenent Co. D,

18-11.
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15 April, 1864, and captain 10 June, 1865.
lowing engagements :
'Varrenton Junction,
Rappahannock,
Cedar 1\Ionntain,
North Rappahannock,
Catlett station,
Rappahannock station,
Sulphur spriug,
Groveton,
Second Bull Run,
Chantilly,
'Vhite 's Ford,
Mountville,
Hazel Run,
Fredericksburg.
Hartwood church,
Rapidan river,
Ellis ford,
Brandy station,
Middlebury,
'Varrentou,
Auburn,
Bristow station,

He was in the fol-

1G April, 1862.
,,
,,
18
9 Aug.,

21

,,

23
26
28

"
"

30

"

..

,,"
,,
,,

,,
,,
,,

1 Sept.,
,,
12 Oct.,
,,
31
1G Nov.,
13 Dec.,
"
25 Feb., 1863.
,,
1 l\lay,

4
9 .June,
17 "
12 Oct.,
14:

"
"
"

14

Some of these engagements were between small parties, others
where the enemy was in force. At Groveton, a valuable horse
which Capt. Stone had taken from Boscawen was shot beneath
him. At Chantilly he ·was near Gen. Kearney when he fell. At
Mountville he vms one of six that escaped, out of a party of sixty
that 'vere captured. At 1\IidLllehnry, which was one of the sharp
cavalry engagements of the \Ym·, h e was taken prisoner and immured in LiLby prison, Richmond, and at Belle Isle \Yas kept in
durance thirty-five days.
After his reenlistment his regiment was attached to Shericlan's command in the Yalley of the Shenandoah. At the battle
of \Vinchester, fought 21 Sept., 1864, h e was again captured,
was again sent to Libby, thence to Salislmry, N. C., and thence
to Danville, Va., in all, five months. He reached \Yashington in season to join the corps that hunted down the assassins
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who were engaged in the plot to mnrder l'resident Lincoln and
Secretary Seward.
He was mustered out of servi.ce 15 Jnly, 1865, was married to
:Miss Lo,·illa Sanborn, daughter of Joseph K. San1Jorn, of \Y ehster, and sailed for California 22 Oct., 186•3, since which time he
has been connected with the great pnhlishing house of Bancroft &
Co., of San Francisco, holuing a po::;ition of honor and profit, enjoying in a great degree the confidence of his employers, and the
respect of his fe llow-citizens.
SULLIVAN, 1\iARIAN 1\I., 1\IRS.

She was daughter of Col. Timothy Dix. After his death she
moved to Littleton, 1\f::ts::;., where she married John \V. ~ulli,· an,
Esq., a merchant of Boston. During her early married life she
wrote for the press, particularly fur the New England J1!agazine,
and for 1\Irs. Hale's Ladies' J1Iagazine. She early gaYe her attention to music, and lwcame a teacher of the piano-forte and guitar,
and a composer of ballads. 'fhe "Blue Juniata" and the "Field
of :Monterey" became immensely popular. Her genius for musical composition led to the pn l1lishing of two volumes of music,the "Juniata Ballads" and "Bible Songs.~~
Not merely n,s a 'niter and compo8er ·will she be remembered,
bnt as a woman of rare virtues,-sweet, gentle, sympath etic, qu ick
in her perceptions of the beautiful in nature, keenly aJiye to "·ant
and suffering, e\rer 1·eacly to aid where help a.nd sympathy were
needed, visiting the homes of the poor, c:uing for the wido\v and
orphan. By such virtues as these she eU<leared herself to all. Her
death occurred in 1860.
SMITH, Al\IBROSE, HEV.,

'Vas horn in Ossipee July 9, 1820, son of John and Sally (Ambrose) Smith. lie graduated at Dartmouth, 18-1:3, studied theology at AndoYer, graduating th ere in 18-!D. He was ordained as a
minister at N orthfi eitl, !) July, 1800, and was installed at Boscawen, 15 June, 1853. He died in office, greatly helo\·ecl ],y his
people. His style was dear, forcib le, and impressive. H e had
grea,t excell ence of eharacter, and his loss was deeply felt. He
married Cynthia :Maria Edgerton, of Hartford, Yt.
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WEBSTEn, JOHN, CAPT.

One of the proprietors of Boscawen, Capt. John \\T ebster, was
from Kingston. His name fre<luently appears on the proprietors'
records. He took an active part in promoting their interests.
\Yhen the Im1ian troubles broke out, in 1745, he joinell Capt.
J olm Chandler's company, and scouted around Penacook and
Contoocook, in midwinter, from 21 Jan. to 16 Feb.
He enlisted in Capt. J olm Goffe's company, 1 Jan., 1746, and
was in service till the 7th of April. Den. ~T esse Flanders, J olm
Flanders. Jr., and \Ym. Corser enlisted in the same company in
l\iarch. They scoured the "·oods all the country round.
In 1748 he was lieutenant of Capt. Goffe's company from 28
l\by to [) Oct. The company con:-;isted of 54 men, and kept a
vigilant ·watch of the frontier.
In 1154 began what is kno"·n as the Freneh and Indian vi"ar.
The Indians began hostilities by capturing Nathaniel n1eloon's
family at \Y est Stewnstown. Gov. \Y entwort h at once ordered
out a company, and gave the command to John \Yebster, whose
energy, efficiency, and experience admirably fitted him for the
place. His command consisted of twenty men, who servec..l about
six 'veeks,-retnrning home 2.! J nly. The next week the Indians
kille<l :Mrs. Call in Ea:-;t Stevenstown (Franklin), and Gov. \Y ent'vorth ordered out a full company of sixty-two men, under Capt.
Blanchard, to do sen·ice in the Merrimack valley. This enabled
Capt. \Y ebster and his men to rest.
In 175•3 :New Hampshire sent a regiment of six hundretl
men, under Col. Joseph Blanchard, of Dnnstahle, against Crown
l'oint. In this expetlition Capt. \Yebster serwd as a private in
Capt. Joseph Eastman's company. This '"as the regiment that
ma<le its rendezvous on the \Yebster farm at South Franklin, aml
built boats to pass up the .Merrimack river ant1 into the Connecticut by 'vater, so little was the country between the two rinrs
known. It finally nHtrchell across the state to X o. 4, and then to
Albany and Crown Point.
The next year, 175G, another expellition v1as sent against Cro"·n
Point, and the energetic John \Yebster enlisted,-this time in
Capt. Doe's company. Col. l\feser1·e, of Portsmouth, commanJetl
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the regiment. He enlisted 1 :May, and was m service till 21
Sept.
· In 1751 another expedition was sent out. Col. MeserYe was appointetl a second time to the connnaml, aml J olm \Y eb::;ter enlisted in Capt. Emery's company:-serYing from 7 l\hrch to 5 Nov.
1.'he regiment was at Fort \Yilliam H enry when it surrendered,
and sufferell terribly in the massacre that took place.
Upon the close of the war Capt. \Y ebster ,,·as instrumental in
obtaining a charter for the town, and was one of the first selectmen in 1760. The succeetling year he was chairman of the hoard.
The proprietors of Stewnsto\Yn, in 1159, granted him one hundred acre::; of bml for the lmilding of a saw-mill. There was no
obligation, no contract, but the mill "\ms built on Punch brook,on land owned by Ebenezer \Y ebster, father of Ezekiel and
Daniel, and not far from their birthplace. The foumbtions of
the dam are ~till vi::;ible, and the rude stones of the grist-mill are
still lyin g by the ln·ook
Capt. \Yebster remained a citizen of Boscawen till about 1164,
when he removed to S::tli::;bury; and became one of the leading
spirits of that town, as he hml been of Contoocook He was one
of its be::;t citizens, and exercised a \vide influ ence for good. The
one humlred acres of land granted him by the Stevenstown
proprietors is the land upon which the \Ve::;t village in Franklin is uow located. Capt. \Y ebster died in 1188, aged 17.
DAXIEL WEBSTER,

HO~.,

America's greatest statesman, prepared for college and began his
pnl,lic life iu Boscawen. He \ms a citizen of the town for about
three years, identified himself with its interests, Yoted at townmeetin g, paid taxes, enrolled himself as a member of the religious
society, and took part in the district school meetings. It was
eYer a plcasnre to him to return to the place, not alone to visit
his brothe r Ezekiel, but to renew his acquaintance with the people. The hi story of the town \Yould be incomplete if no allusion
were made to his residence here.
He came to Dr.\'{ood'::; in February, 1701, at the age of fifteen.
He had been to Exeter academy, where he had spent ::;ix months,
and hatl seen a little of the worlcl,-for Exeter was the capital, and
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there wa s more life there than in the quiet Salisbury home. Of
his residence with Dr. 'Vood, l\Ir. 'Yehster thus speaks in his
autobiography:
''In February, 1797, my father carried me to the Rev. Samuel 'Yood,
in Boscawen, and placed me under the tuition of that most benevolent
and excellent man. On the way to ~Ir. 'Vood 's, my father first intimated to me his intention of sending me to college. The very idea
thrilled my whole frame. He said he then lived bnt for his chiluren,
and if I would do all I could for myself he would do all he could for
me. I remember that I was quite overcome, and my head grew dizzy.
The thing appeared to me so high, and the expense and sacrifice it ·was
to cost my father so great, I could only press his hands, and shed tears.
Excellent, excellent parent! I cannot think of him now without being
a child again.
".1\Ir. 'Vood pnt me on Virgil and Tully, and I conceived a pleasure
in the study of them, especially the latter, which re11clered application
no longer a task. 'Vith what vehemence did I denou11ce Catili11~! 'Vith
what earnestness struggle for l\Iilo! In the spring I began the Greek
grammar, and at midsummer l\1 r. 'Vood said to me,-' I expected to
keep you till next year; but I am tired of yon, and I shall put yon i11to
college next month.' And so he did But it was a mere breaking-in. I
was indeed miserably prepared, both in Latin and Greek. But .Mr.
'Vood accomplished his promise, and I entered Dartmouth college as a
Freshman, August, 1707. At Boscawen I found a circulating library,
and read many of its volumes. I remember especially that I found
Don Quixote in the common translation, and in an edition, as I think,
of three or four duodecimo volumes. I began to read it, and it is literally true that I never closed my eyes till I had finisheu it; nor did I
lay it down for five minutes, so great was the power of that extraordinary book on my imagination."
'Vhile he was at Dr.
help at haying.

"r

oocl's, his father sent for him in Jnly, to

''.My father put me to work to turn hay. It was pretty lonely there,
and after working some time I found it very dull; and as I knew my
father was gone away, I walked home, and asked my sister Sally if she
didn't want to go and pick some whortleberries. She said yes. So I went
and got the horses, put the side-saddle on one of them, and we set off.
,,~e did not get home till pretty late, and I soon went to bed. 'Vhcn
my father came home he asked my mother where I was, and what I bad
been about. She told him. The next morning, when I awoke, I saw
all my clothes that I had brought from Dr. 'Vood's tied up in a small
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bundl e again. ·when I saw my father, he asked me how I lik ed haying. I told him I found it pretty dull and lonef'om e. '"'''e ll,~ said he,
'I believe yon may as well go back to Dr. " rood 's.' So I took my
bundle nnder my arm , and on my way met Thomas "''?· Thompson, a
lawyer in Salisbury. He laughed heartily when h e saw me. 'So,'
said he , ' your farming is over, is it?' "

A young man nam ed D~wid Palmer, a senior of Dartmouth college, was employed by D1·. \Voocl to teach him Greek He had
less than six weeks t o prepare in.
l\Ir. Palmer was from \Vindham, Conn., studied theology, ancl
was mini ster at Town send, :Mass., from 1800 to 1831. He died
in 1849.
Durin g th e spring and summ er months, whil e keeping np his
studies, gettin g so far in adYance of his associates t hat Dr. \Vood
was " tired " of him, Dani el found time to Yi sit l\Iill brook, with
his fish-hook and li ne, an<1, cutting an alder for a rod, obtain fine
strin gs of trout, 'Yhich doubtl ess were alwayt' accepta1le at Dr.
\Vood's table.
lie wrote thu s in regard t o hi s college life :
"1\ly coliege life was not an idle one. Besides th e r egular attendance
on prescrib ed duti es and studies, I read somethin g of E ngli sh history
and En glish literatu re. I even paid my board for a year by superintendin g a littl e weekly newl" paper, and maki11g selecti ons for it from
books of literature ~ n<l from th e contemporary pub li cation s .. ,

From Benj amin Clark, who was in coll ege with Dan iel, we
learn that collegians th en were not mu ch diffPrent from collegians
of all tim e- ever ready to play pranks upon th e faculty and upon
each oth er. There wrre strong ties between Dani el an d hi s associates, so endurin g thnt practi cal jokes never sundered t hem. It
is related th at these fri ends and brothers, as they called themselres, occnpiecl adj oining rooms, and, in order to fa cili tate social
enjoyments without th e cognizance of the Faculty, so fixe d the
panels in the ceiling that there was free passage from room to
room.
" Th ey had all things in common. The first to rise in t h e morning
dressed himself in the b est which the united apartw ents afforded, and
so of th e rest successively; but woe to the latest riser, whose equipments might have been furni shed at Hag Fair! n

l\Ir. Clark, who was from Princeton, l\Iass., who afterwards

444

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.

lived inN ew York, and was known as the "Honest Quaker," was
the fortunate possessor of a new beaver hat which cost some eight
or ten dollars, and was the em·y of the co1lege. One clay it was
nnssmg. He searched high and low, bnt could not find it. He
found an old slouch felt hat, which he was obliged to wear. Several \Yeeks passed. Daniel \V ebster was absent froni college,
k eeping schooL lie returned at length, and with him eame the
be~wer hat, which he had borrowed for a fe1Y \"'leeks ! He and
Clark shook hamls over the joke, and were better friends than
ever.
l\Ir. \Vebster graduated in August, 1801, and studied law with
l\Ir. Thompson, of Salisbury (Franklin), a near neighbor. His first
"case "-not in conrt, bnt outside of it-occurred while he was
with :l\Ir. Thompson. A trader in New Chester (Hill) had failed,
and his Boston creditors thought it was a voluntary suspension, with the intention of making money. They placed their
accounts in the hands of l\[r. Thompson, who sent Daniel toN ew
Chester with the sheriff to inYestigate affairs. They found the
store closed-shutters np and door locked-and a process served
upon the gootls. Daniel pondered the situation, then seized a
heavy log of ''"ootl aml hurled it against the door. The lock gave
way, and the door was· open. He was careful not to put his foot
inside the door, for that wonld haYe been "breaking and entering," a criminal affair which won1d ha\•e sent him to Hopkinton
jail for a term of years; but breaking was only a trespass, a matter of damage to the door and lock, an affair of a dollar or two.
The sheriff could not batter clown the door. That would be malfeasance of office: and "·auld send him to the jail; but seeing the
door was open he con1cl go in, and sen·e his attachments. It is
re1atetl that the Boston creditors "·ere well pleased with the result.
After teaching school at Fryeburg, and studying in ~Ir. Gore's
office, in Boston, after declining the tempting offer of the clerkship of Hillsborough county, he came to Boscawen, in l\farch,
1805, and opened his first office, in the house now occnpie<-1 by
l\fr. :i\Ieader, in the north-west corner chamber. The furniture
consisted of a pine table, a few she1Yes for books, and some chairs.
He remained in Boscawen till September, 1807, and then removed
to Portsmouth, turning oyer his business to his brother EzekieL
How many ca,ses he had in court is not known. At the April
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term, 1807, he had the suit of Jacob :Martin against Benjamin
Carter, for debt. 1\Ir. :Martin was a shoemaker, and his account
runs from 1802 to 1806 :
''Benjamin Carter to Jacob Martin Dr
1802
s
p
Dec.
To pare of shoes for your Dafter
6- 0
To pare of shoes for one children
4-6
To Caping and tapin your Boys' shoes
3- 6
To pare of shoes for your Littel gall
4- 0
January
1803
to mending your shoes
1-10
Febry
to mending your galls shoes
2- 6
l\larch
To mending mikels flhoes
3-0
3- 0
To mending your shoes
June
4- 6
To mending pare of pumps for your Dafter
26 To hoing one Day 35 to making you a pare of
7-0
shoes 4
To Bu shel of turnops ~ s to pare of shoes for
11-0
yourself 9
To making pare of shoes for your ·wife
11- 0
Nov
To making a pare of sho es for Bet:>ey & one
6-0
p:tre for Naty
3- 0
To making a pare of shoes for mik
11- 0
To onions 7-6-to making pare of shoes 3-6
3- G
23 To making pare of shoes for you
2-4
D ecember to making a small pare of shoes
1804
to making you a pare of shoes 4-G, to mend5- 9
ing 1-3
1-0-0
To 4 days of l\lr Con or
Aug
1-6
to mending a small pare of shoes
0
To mending miks shoes
3-9
To making your gal a pare of shoes
1-4
To mending yonr Boots
3- 6
To making your wife a pare of shoes
Nov 2
4- 6
To Cash
2-6
To me nding pare of shoe;;
3- ()
Jan 1805 t o making your wife a pare of shoes,
3-0
to mending your shoes,
0-0
To Baral of Cyder
4- 0
T o making ,Jeremiah pare of shoes
5-0
To pare of shoes for Doley
3-0
To your shoes
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To mend ing your \Vifes
·To galand of Cydar
to half B ushel of Corn
To keeping your mare
To Qnarter Lam
To Honse Rent

B
p
1-0

1- 0
2- G
5-6
2-7
1-16- 0
£10-12- 5

Erros excepted
Jacob Martin

"r

[In Mr.
ebster's writing] Dols 35.41
25th April 1807
for se rvice
23
travel
!)

0-32''

There are many anecllotes extant of l\Ir. \Vebster during the
tvm and a half years he resided in Boscawen. H e Joyed to hunt
and fish. H e knew eYery brook and pond, the best places for
trout, the ch oices t spots among the lily-pads for pickerel.
One of his companions on his huntin g expetlitiom; was N eh emiah Clark. It was currently reported that one day, while gunning,
a gray squirrel secreted himself among the thick foliage of a tree,
and that Clark dim bed the tree to rout him from his hiding-place.
" I see him," shouted \Vebster, from the ground, raising his
gun to fire.
"Don't y on shoot me!'' ::::aid Clark.
"No, I won't; you just keep still and I will bring him down."
The story runs that the charge entered 1\Ir. Clark:s knee, and
lamed him for life, which proha1ly is an exaggeration. It is quite
probable that a scattering shot hit Clark, but his lameness arose
from other causes. :1\fr. "\Vebster uever lost his friendship for
Clark, but was accustomed to call upon him whenever he visited
Boscawen.
\Vhilc a citizen of the town he had a volunteer military comp::tny. At that period a large business was done in the making of staves, and there was an extensive coopering establishment on the west sitle of K in g street, \vhere a dozen or more men
were employed. These were 1\Ir. \V ebster's soldiers, with others
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on the street. In moonlight evenings, with hoop-poles for weapons, th ey were marshall etl hy the young bwyer, th en twentyfour years of age, who wheeled, marched, and countermarched
them up and down the street to the music of the fife and drum.
About the time of his coming to Boscawen, h e sent $ 85 to
Boston to purchase law books, by a l\Ir. - - - o f Salisbury, who
lost the money; but l\Ir. \Yebste r did not allow the loss to
troubl e him. In a letter to Ezekiel, h e writes, und er date of April

30,1805,,, 1\Ir. - - - ' s family felt pretty sensibly Jonathan's misfortune, but
I believe are now reconciled to it.
"Fol de dol, dol de llol, di dol;
I'll n ever make money my idol;
Far away our dollars will fly all.
·with my friend an!l my pitcher
I'm twenty times richer
Than if I made money my idolFol de dol. dol de dol, eli dol!"

On the 30th of April he wrote to Ezekiel," l\ly residence here is tolerably pleasant. I live with Mr. French
[Mr. J oel French, who lived in the one story house north of the present
parsonage]. Some little busin ess is done here, anu I get a part. In
time, perhaps, I shall gratify my moderate rational wishes.''
To hi s classmate, l\Ir. Bingham, at Lempster, h e writes:
"Boscawen, 1\Iay 4, 1805.
''Dear Bingham: You must know that I have opened a shop in this
village for the manufacture of justice writs. Other mechanics do pretty
well here, and 1 am determined to try my luck, among others. 1\Iarch
25, I left Boston with a good deal of reg ret, 1 assure you. I was then
bound for Port:;mouth, but I found my father extremely ill, and little
fit to be left by all his sons; anJ, therefore, partly through duty, partly
through necessity, and partly through choice, I concluded to make my
stand here. Some little business is doing in this neighborhood, and of
that littl e I hope to get a little part. This is alll at present can say of
my prospects. For one thin g I ought to be thankful. If poverty
brings me so near to the wind that I cannot stay here in duty to my
stomach, I have only to take my hickory and walk. The disagreeable
incumbrances of house8, lands, and property need not delay me a moment. Nor shall I be hindered by love, nor fastened to Boscawen by
the power of beauty.''
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That l\Ir. \Vebster had started well is eYident from a sentence
in a letter written by Ezekiel:
"Boscawen, l\Iay lfl, 1805.
"Dear Daniel: llefore :.Mr. French [:Jfr. French was a trader, and
visited Boston to furnish goodsj had given me your letter, I had fo rwarded your trunk, with the blank books yon so much need for the entry of your fourteen actions.''

He had been in Boscawen five weeks, and had fourteen cases.
His sister Sally came from Salisbury to see him in his new
quarters, and wrote to Ezekiel in regard to him,'' Daniel is at the other end of the room filling out a blank; he looks
pleasant. I suppose he intends to get a dollar for it, towards the
eighty he has lost. It has been remarked that a bad beginning makes
a good ending. If that is the case, I think he will undoubtedly haye a
g0od end."

Daniel to Ezekiel:
''Sunday, June, 1805.
"Dear Zeke: I got home alive last evening, althongh most killed by
hot weather. Have not seen our folks, but hear they are well. Pray
send me a pair of gaiters like Fifield's. In going to church to-day, I
feel that man is dust, and can think of nothing to guard again~t sand
better than they do.
"Adieu, which is a very affectionate term from the French a-dieu,
and is synonymous with 'I commend yon to God.' "

On the 4th of July :1\Ir. \Vebster gave an oration at Salisbury
south village. Party spirit was running high. He spoke to the
Federalists, while :1\Ir. Pettingill a<-ldressed his fellow democrats
at the centre village, a mile distant. The last of July J\Ir. \Vebster wrote to Ezekiel,,, I shall make as many entries at the next court as I expected to, perhaps a few more. I pick up, however, but very little cash, hardly laying
my hand on a single dollar.''

In a letter to his classmate Bingham, dated Jan. 19, 1806, we
get a glimpse of his business:
"It is now eight months since I opened an office in this town, during
which time I have led a life which I know not how t o describe better
than by calling it a life of writs and su mmonses. No t that I have dealt
greatly in those articles, but that I have done little else. My business
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has been just about so, so; its quantity less objectionable than its quality.
•' I shall be able at the end of the year to pay my bills, and pay perhaps sixty pounds for books. I practise in Hillsborough: Rockingham,
and Grafton. Scattering business over so much surface is like spilling
water on the ground. * * I make no poetry,-fhe lines to D. Abbott are th e Alpha and Omega of my poetical labors for the year. In
this particular I mean to reform. Ilow would it do, think ye, to write
writs in verse? For instance, let one be clausum in his verbis-that is to
say, being interpreted, wrapt up in these word:>,"All good sheriffs in the lantl
\Ve commauu
That forthwith yon arrest John Dyer,
Esquire,
If in your precinct you can finu him,
And llinu him-&c., &c., &c."

He removed to Portsmouth in September, 1807, transferring
his business in Boscawen to his brother Ezekiel.
Da,niel \V t>bster's entrance upon public life ·was not of his own
seeking. Samuel Batchelder, of Cambridge, J\Iass., still li\'ing at
the age of 9±, was formerly a resident of New Hampshire, and
was instrumental in securing J\Ir. \Vebster's first nomination to
congress. He furnishes the follo\Ying statement:
''For several years previous to 1812, the Democratic party was a majority in the state of New Hampshire; bnt in 1812 the FeLlerali:;ts began to have hopes that by the nomination of a strong list of candidates
for members of congress, who were chosen by a general ticket, they
might carry the election. For this purpose ,Judge Timothy Farrar
was induced to consent to head the list. The judge had never been an
active politician, and was not ambitious of distinction, having been a
judge for more than thirty years, and at one time haJ resigned a place
on the bench of the Snpreme Court in order to take a place as judge of
the Court of Common Pleas.
''In the course of the year 1812 political feeling was undergoing such
a change that the Federal party felt confident of success, and there was
a strong disposition to sendl\Ir.\Yebster to congress; and it was known
that Judge Farrar had consented Yery reluctantly to his own nomination, and would be glad to have 1\Ir. \Vebster take his place, on acconn t
of friendship for him as well as for his fath~r, who was a judge on the
same bench with himself. Accordingly a meeting was held at Concord
during the session of the legislature, in June, and a committee was appointed, consisting of Judge Jeremiah Smith, Ezekiel \Vebster, and
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myself, to consult Judge Farrar, and make arrangements such as were
known would be agreeable to him.
"The committee agreed upon a day to meet at New Ipswich and attend to their duty; and Judge Smith took the stage by way of Boston,
and Ezekiel 'Vebster got into my chaise and proceeded with me to New
Ipswich, and arrangements were made with Judge Farrar to the satisfaction of all parties. Accordingly a meetiEJg was held at Brentwood,
in August, at which the famous Rockingham memorial and resolutions,
drawn by l\1r. ·webster, were adopted. l\1r. Webster's name was
placed at the head of the list for congress, and Judge Farrar was nominated one of the electors of president."
WEBSTER, EZEKIEL, HON.

Ezekiel \V Ebster, elder brother of Daniel, was born in Salisbury,
April11, 1780. The first nineteen years of his life were spent on
his father's farm, and it wa~ settled in the mind of J utlge \Vebster that he was to remain at home and be a farmer, while Daniel,
who had less physical strength in childhood, who seems to have
had little inclination for farming, was to be educated to one of the
learned professions.
Daniel entered college in 1797. It troubled him, however, to
think that Ezekiel was at home plodding on the farm while he
was obtaining an education. He says in his autobiography," I soon began to grow uneasy at my brother's situation. 1!is prospects were not promising, and he himself felt and saw this, and had aspirations beyond his condition. Nothing was proposed, however, by
way of change of plan, till two years later.
"In the spring of 1799, at the May vacation, being then a sophomore,
I visited my family. and then held serious consultation with my brother.
I remember well when we went to bed we began to talk matters over,
and that we rose after sunrise without having shut our eyes. But we
bad settled our plan.
"He had thought of going into some new part of the country. That
was discussed and disagreed to. All the p1·os and cons of the question
of remaining at home were weighed and considered, and when our council broke up, or, rather, got up, its result was that I should propose to
my father that he, late as it was, should be sent to school~ and also to
college. This we knew would be a trying thing to my father and mother and two unmarried sisters. l\Iy father was growing old, his health
not good, and his circumstances far from easy. The farm was to be
carried on, and the family taken care of; and ther~ was nobody to do
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all this but him who was regarJed as the main stay, that is to say, Ezekiel. However, I ventured on the negotiation, and it was carried, as
othe1· tldngs often are, by the earnest and sanguine manner of youth. I
told hi111 that I was unhappy at my brother's prospects. For myself
I sn.w my wn.y to knowledge, respectability, n.nd self-protection, but as
to him, all looked the other way; that I would keep school, and get
n.long as well as I could-be more than four years in getting through
college, if necessary-provideJ he also could be sent to study.
''lie said, at once, he lived but for hisehildren; that he had but little,
and on that little he put no value, except so far as it might be useful to
them; that to carry ns both through college would take all he was
worth; that for himself he was willing to run the risk, but that this
was a serious matter to our mother and two unmarried sisters; that we
must settle the matter with them, and if their consent was obtained he
would trust to Providence aml get along as well as he could."
The father hid the case before the mother. "The farm is already mortgaged, and if we send Ezekiel to college it will take all
we han•; but the boys think they can take care of ns," he said.
It <lid not take the strong-hearted, sagacious woman long to decide the matter : "\Ve can trust the boys."
Th e qnestion was settled. Daniel went back to Hano,·er, while
Ezekiel went, bundle in hanll, to Dr. \Vood's, and began the study
of Latin. He spent two terms at a school kept at Salisbury,
South Road Yillagc, and returned again to Dr. \YooJ's, -n·here his
expenses were about one dollar per week.
\Vhilo thus studying aml taking recreation beneath the magnifL
cent beeches that stood before the ]wuse, he kept up a frequent
correspondence with Daniel at Hanover. Ezekiel distrusted his
ability to get on. Daniel makes this reply to him, in a letter
written April 25, 1800:
"Yon tell me that you have difficulties to eneounter which I know
nothing of. 'Vhat do yon mean, Ezekiel? Do you mean to flatter?
That don't become you. Or do you think yon are inferior to me in
natural abilities? If ~o, be assured you greatly mistake. Therefore,
in the future say in yonr letters to me,' I am superior to you in natural endowments; I will know more in one year than you do now, and
more i11 six than yon ever will.'
"I should not resent the langnage,-I should be very well pleased in
hearing it; but be assured, as mighty as you are, your great puissance
shall never insure you a victory without a contest.''
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\Vith such words Drmiel endeaYored to cheer the struggling elder
brother.
In November, 1802, Daniel was at home in Salisbury, while
Ezekiel was struggling with poYerty at HanoYcr. Funds were
getting low in the \Y eh~ter homestead. Daniel 'vrites under date
of Nov. 4th:
"Now, Zeke, you will not read half a sentence, no, not one syllab1e
before you have thoroughly searched this sh eet for scrip; but my word
for it, you'll find no scrip here. 'Ye held a sanhedrim this morning ou
the subject of cash. Could not hit upon any way to get you any.
Just before we went away to hang ourselves through disappointment
it came into our heads that next week might do. The truth is, father
had an execution against Hubbard of N. Chester for about one hundred dollars. The money was collecting and just ready to drop into
the hanus of the creditors, when Hubbard suddenly died. This, you
see, stays the execution till the long process of administering is
completed.
"I have now by me two cents in lawful federal currency. Next
week I shall send them~ if they be all. They will buy a pipe; with a
pipe you can smoke; smoking inspires wisdom; wisdom is allied to for'titude; from fortituue it is but one step to stoicism; and stoicism never
pants for this world's goods;-so perhaps my two cents, by this process,
may put you quite at ease about cash. * * *
'' 'Ve are all here just in the old way, always behind and lacking.
Boys digging potatoes with frozen fing ers, and girls washing without
wood.''
T-n·o days later Ezekiel writes to Daniel. It is not an answer;
the l etters doubtless passed each other ou the way. Ezeki el, after
giving a just criticism on the writings of Horace, thus closes his
epistle:
''These cold frosty mornings very sensibly inform me that I want a
warm great-coat. I wish, Daniel, it might be convenient to send me
cloth for one, otherwise I shall be necessitateLl to purchase one here. I
do not care what color it is, or what kind of cloth it is-anything that
will keep the frost out. Some kind of shaggy cloth, I think, would be
cheapest. Deacon Pettingill has written, offering me fourteen dollars a
month [to keep school]. I believe I shall take it.
''Money, Daniel, money! As I was walking down to the office after
a letter, I happened to have one cent, which is the only' money I have
had since the second day after I came on. It is a fact, Dan, that I was
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callNl on for a dollar where I owed it, and borrowed it, and have borrowed it four times since to pay those I borrowed of."
From a paragraph in a letter, written by Daniel to his cla.ssmn,te, Bingham, of Lempster, it wonld appear that Ezekiel taught
school in Sanbornton in December, 1803:
" Zeke is at Sanbornton. He comes home once in a while, sits down
before the kitchen fire, begins to poke and rattle the andirons. I know
what is coming, and am mute. At length he puts his feet into the
oven's mouth, places his right eyebrow up on his forehead, & begins a
very pathetic lecture on the evils of poverty. It is like church service.
He docs all the talking, and I ouly say 'Amen! amen!'"
Ezekiel's funds failet1 in tho spring of 1804, and by permission
of the :Faculty he left Dartmouth, \Vent to Boston, where he purchased the good-will of a priYate school, which he taught with
great success ti]] April, 180.:>. He was gralluated at Dartmouth
meanwhile in 1804, having spent but three years in coilege.
\Yhile eaming a livelihood by teaching, he studied law with
Gor. Sullimu, then attorney-general of Massachusetts. In 180G
he studied with Parker Noyes, Esq., of Salisbury, next door to
Judge \Yehster's honse. Daniel lmving decided to lea,·e Bosca,vcn and take up his resitlence in Portsmouth, turned over his
practice to Ezekiel, who entered upon his profession as a lawyer
in Boscawen in the month of September, 1807. His legal knowledge and morn,] worth soon 1ecn,me known, and acquired for him
n,n ext cnsiYe business. He was not n,mlJitious to excel as an orator,
and it wai-i only the urgent nppcal of dnty or the imperatiYe obligation to his profession that overcame his instinctive aversion to a
crow(l, and cailetl forth his highest powers of eloquence. He never
encouraged litigation, but always used his personal influence to
1ring about a private adjustment of most of the eontested matters
originn,ting in the town. He repen,tedly represented the town in
th e legislature. He was eclucatetl a Federalist by his father, n,
\Vhig of 177G. He was old enough to remember the aclministmtion of \Vashington, and believed with all his heart in the political principles adhered to 1y the Federal party, which was in n,
minority in the sta.te after he came into public life. This a.dhercnce to politica.l principle preyented his election to congress, and
from holtling other offices in the gift of the people.
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Although devoted to his profession, he loved agriculture, and
retained the homestf'ad at Salisbury after his father's death, which
occurred in 1806. He was one of the projectors and an active
member of the l\Ierrimack Agricultural Society, and was active in
advancing improved methods of husbandry.
He was simple in his tastes, kind, genial, polite, and a perfect
gentleman. He attended to all the details of life, serYell as assessor in the religious society, and as committee-man for the school
district. He looked upon Dr. \Vood as a loving child lool~s upon
a de\"Otecl parent. A member of the bar, spending a Sabbath
with l\1r. \Vebster, and hearing Dr. \Yoml, took occasion to disparage the sermon. l\Ir. \Y ebster replied pointedly ::md with
spirit, that he doubted the gentleman's ability to appreciate the
performance. He was ever Dr. \Vood's confidential friend and
adviser. Together they planned the establishing of Boscawen
academy. l\fr. \Y ebster contributed fully $300 to the institution,
and by his heartiness and zeal stimulated his fellow-town smen to
carry on the project, while Daniel, then almost in the zenith of
his fame, contributed the bell.
He was an exemplary member of the church, aml his illfluence
was ever on the side of right. He was a constant attendant upon
religious services, and always maintained religious devotions in
his home.
On the 10th of April, 1829, he was making a plea hefore the
l\Ierrimack bar at Concord. He was standing erect. The conrtroom was crowded, for whenever the lawyer from Boscawen made
a plea the people flocked to hear him. The court, jurors, lawyers,
and audience were listening to his words, and noticing the play
of his clear cut features and tlw manly dignity of his commanding presence. He was speaking with vigor and earnestness. His
periods were rounded as usual, his utterance clear, his enunciation perfect. He closed one branch of his argument, uttered the
concluding sentence and the final word, distinctly and with his
accustomed cadence, his form erect as ever, his eye clear and
bright, his arms hanging naturally by his side, and then, without
a murmur, a groan, a lisp, raising not a hand, clutching at nothing, with no bending of a joint or quivering of the eyelids, he fell
backward upon the floor-dead! \Vith the quickness of the light-
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ning's flash, from the full vigor of a manly life, at the age of 49,
he died-one of the most remarkable deaths on record.
His funeral was attended on the fo11owing Sunday by a vast
concourse of people, and he was moumed by the entire community.
A writer in a public journal describes his appearance:
" He was nearly six feet in height, finely proportioneJ, with a Yery
commanding presence. His was a magnificent form, crowned with a
princely head, that in llis last years was thickly covered with snowy
hair. His complexion was jnst the opposite of Daniel's. Ilis countenance was open as the day; his heart was warm and affectionate; his
manners kind and courteous.''
Daniel, in a letter written in 1846, thus spoke of him:
''He appeared to me the finest human form that ever I laid eyes on.
I saw him in his coffin, a tinged cheek, a complexion clear as the heavenly light. "
One who saw him at church, on a cold day the winter before,
speaks of his appearance. It was before the introduction of a
stove. ~Ir. \Vebster came in, wearing a jacket, or "Spencer," as
the garment was ca11ed, over his coat, bringing a foot-stove in his
hand, which with p1·incely politeness he pl::tced at the feet of l\Irs.
Vvebster, and then took his seat, n.ncl joined reyerently in the
worship.
He held important trusts,-was trustee of Dartmouth college
from 1819 till his death, aml repeatedly represented the town in
the legislature. He married (1) Alice Bridge, of Billerica, Mass.,
13 Jan., 1809; (2) Achsa Pollard, of Conconl, 18~5. He left
two dn.nghters,-Alice Bridge, who mn.rrietl Jarvis Gregg, Jannary 1, 1836, the first preceptor of Boscawen academy-from 1828
to 1830. He was son of Den.. James and Betsey (Hopkins)
Gregg, of Londonderry; studied theology at Andover; ordained
as minister, 1835; and became Professor of Nat ural Philosophy and
Rhetoric at \Vestern Reserve college, Hudson, Ohio, 1835, where
he died. His widow married Prof. Guthrie, of l\Iarietta co11ege.
His seeond daughter, J\f::try Ann, married Prof. Edwin D. Sanborn, LL.D.: of Dartmouth college, 11 Dec., 1837. He is son of
David E. and Harriet (IIook) Sn.uborn, and was bom at Gilmanton in 1808. He graclun.tecl at Dartmouth in 1832, studied theol-
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ogy at Ando-rer, became tutor at Dartmouth in 1835, professor of
Latin and Greek from 1835 to 1837, and professor of Latin from
1837 to 1859. He Lecame president of \Yashington University,
St. Louis, from 1859 to 1863, but returned to Hanover, "·here
he now is professor of oratory and belles-letb·es.
WEBSTER, ELIPHALET K.,

Son of Re-r. Josiah \Y elJster, was born in Essex, :;\Iass., 3 :l\Iay,
His father removed to Hampstead in 1808, where he was
installed pastor of the Congregational church, continuing the relation till his death, in 1837. He had several other sons,-one,
Gen. J. D. \Vel,ster, of Chicago, chief of Gen. Grant's staff in the
early campaigns of the war; another is president of Olivet college,
:;\Iich.
Eliphalet K. was educated at Hampton academy, and at Phillips academy, Exeter. He began the study of medicine with Dr.
Farley of Francestown, continued with Dr. Ramsey, of Greenfield,
one year. He graduated at Dartmouth in 1829, began practice
at Hill, then New Chester, in February, 1833. He married
Emily \Yehster, daughter of Uol. Ebenezer \Vebster, of Salisbury,-youngest sister of Daniel,-August, 1833.
Dr. \VeLster moved to Boscawen in 1844, and engaged in a
lucrative pradice. He was post-master from 1854 to 1862, superintending school committee for a period of twelve years, was
elected secretary of the N. H. J\Iedieal Societ~· for many years,
and was honored lJy being elected president of the society in 1861.
He remoyed to Billerica, J\Iass., in 1870, where he still resides.

1802.

WIXX,

All~EH.

BOW:i.\L\.X,

Son of Reuben, was born in Hudson, 10 October, 1816; married
Frances l\I., clanghter of Jonathan Har,·ey, of Snrry, J\Iass.,
:;\larch 18, 1837, and moved to Boscawen in December, 1838. He
was the first in Fisherville to set in motion machinery for making
cloth, commencing in the lo"·er story of the stone factory (erected
in 1836), and continued in the same and similar business until l1is
death, 16 Sept., 1855.

BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.

457

He was a skilful meclumic, much deYoted to his occupation, a
kiml husband and neigh1or, open and generous in his di sposition,
and held the confiLlence of all his associates. He was elected to
the legislature in 1855, but next year declined a reelection.
WOOD, ltEV. S.Al\1 UEL, D. D.,

\Yas horn in :Mansfield, Conn., 11 .Ma.y, 17;32, and was the oldest of thirteen children. In his chil<lhood he suffered fro m a
sickness \rhich retarded his growth and strength. At an early
age he became religion~, and had a desire to Le a minister of the
gospel. His hther remoYed to J... ebanon, N. H., in 17GG, being
one of the early settlers uf the town. There were no schools, nor
ad...-anta~es of any kind for ohtaining an education. It was a
great trial to a lacl ·who had an ardent thirst for knowledge. H e
\Yorked hard to help his hther clear his newly acquirell Janel.
He united with the Lebanon chun.:h at its formation, fonr
years later, mH.1er the pastoral care of Re,·. ~Ir. Potter. The long
desirell opporbmity for the acljuisition of an education came, perhaps sooner than he expected. Dartmouth coll ege was established in 17G0, within six miles of his home. He entered that
institution in August, 17TG, at the age of 2J.. He was obliged to
exercise a rigid economy \Yhile going through his college course·
He gmdnate<l in 177D, gh·ing the ...-aledictory on that occasion,
sho\Ying his high standing as a student, the class numbering seYenteen. II is theme on that occasion was, "The Importance of
Education."
During his senior year, haYing the ministry in Yiew, he ga...-e
attention to the stwly of theolog.r; and haYing been licensed to
preach, g:we his first sermon at Lebanon, 13 O ctober, of the
same .''ear. His text in the morning was from J olm 12: 21," Sir, we would see J es ns." At the close of the sen·icc two men
came to him inquiring the ~vay of salYation. In the afternoon
he 1•reachecl from ,John 0 : ~7,-" \Vill y e also he his disciples?"
During the rema inder of 1TIU be preached in the surrou nding
to·wns.
Oetober 17, 1780, he married :1\Iiss Ennice Bliss, youngest
daughter of Hezekiah Bliss, of Lebanon, who had moYetl from
Connecticut with l_1i s large family of t\yeJye children-six sons
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and six daughters.
l\I:iss Bliss was twenty-five, l\Ir. 'Vood
twenty-nine years of age; and the marriage thus consmnmated
was a happy union that continued fifty-six years.
In the fall after his marriage :l\Ir. \Y ood visited in Connecticut,
and received an invitation to settle there, 1ut declined it. In
the spring of 1781 he received an application from the town of
Boscawen, to preach six Inonths; and his ministry ·was so accept~
able that he was ordained as pastor of the church and minister
of the town, 17 October, the same year.
"At the time of his settlement [says llev. ::O.Ir. Price, in Dr. "rood's
funeral sermon] he felt himself alone, as there were but three ministers
within forty miles who united with him in religions sentiment. The
others were either Armenians, or so loose in sentiment that he could
not exchange labors with them without sacrificing principle; and to usc
his own words, 'I was a speckled bird.'
* * A great revival
of religion was enjoyed at the opening of the spring of 1782. It was
the first ever experienced in the town, and it was a wonderful event to
all the people in all the region. Among the Rnldects of this work of
grace were between thirty and forty heads of families.''
Dr. 'Vood's civil contract with the town was dissoh·ell, 7 1\Iay,
1802, though his pastoral relation "·ith the church still continued.
In 180J, the Secoml church was organized, in the western section of the town, and Rev. Ebenezer Price settled as its pastor.
Rev. ~Ir. \Vood, during these years, prepared a number of young
men for college. Among them was Daniel \Ve1ster. Four were fitted for the ministry that did not go through college, four received
their entire help from him to carry them through college, while
fifteen others were aided in part. The last pupil fitted 1y him
entered the class of 1830-a promising young man from Dunbarton, by the name of \Yilson, who died Lefore completing his course.
Nearly fifty young men and women "·ere prepared as teachers
in the public schools.
From 1809 he "·as actively engage~! in promoting the cause of
education, and acted as visiting committee for twenty years.
As early as the year 1797 he endeavorell to seeure the establishment of an academy, but, failing in that, was the means of
starting a library. Thirty years later the project of an academy
was revived, and through the energy and liberality of Ron. Ezekiel
'Yebster, ami the hearty cooperation of the citizens, Dr. \Yood
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had the gratification of seeing the realization of his early plans.
He contributed liberally to establish the institntion,-giving the
shingles, which he had shaYed with his own hands. His salary
during th e first twenty years of his ministry was $233 ..34, and the
parsonage income, amounting to a few Jollars. During the last
thirty-fiye years of his mi1iistry it vms $230 and exemption from
taxation. lie delighted in husbandry, and took great pains to
obtain choice ntrieties of fruit. At one period he g:we his attention to the production of silk. He never neglected his parochial
duties, and during a period of forty-nine years lost but nine Sabbaths on account of sickness.
Dnring a period of a half century there were ten reviYals of religion. Under his ministration 480 " ·ere added to the church by
profession. There were 825 baptisms and 212 marriages solemnized JJy him. The degree of D. D. was conferred on him by his
Alma l\Iater, Dartmouth, in 1820. He took an acti,·e and leading part in all the beneYolent institutions of the clay, and his
genial and kindly disposition, and his ability as a preache1·, gave
him great influence. He was ever highl~· I'espected aml honored.
He did mnch to,Yards forming pnl•lic sentiment in the town, and
his influence will be felt for good far aud wi\le through coming
generations.

\
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GENEALOGICAJ__J .

~HE compilation of the Family Records in connection with

~ th e History of Boscawen has been attended by many tlifficulties. \Yith the ntmost painstaking it has l,cen impossible to obtain
complete and accnrate gencalogie~. The change from tho Ohl to
the New Style, by which, in 1752, eleven days ''"ere strieh:en
from the Calendar, wrought great confusion of dates. Year~
elapsed before the :X ew Style came into general usc· ;-hence
tho contr[tdictory records bebYeen the births and deaths. as preserved in family Bibles and in the to,Yn reconls. Man~~ familie~
having no written record, 1mn~ supplied names and elates from
memory,-an nnsntisfactor.r record being the result.
The genealogies being prepared by flifferent indiYiclnals Yary
in method. The only practicable methocris that '"hich atlheres
strictly to th e family name. The f'ystem which giYes the families
of female members after marriage leads to confusion ;-hence the
compilers have endeavored, as far as practicable; to present the
genealogies by the system which experience teaches is tho best.
Abbreviations:
b.
horn.
d.
died.
m.
married.
clan. tbnghter.
s.
son.
B.
Doscawcn.
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A BBOT.
Compiled by John Kim ball.
1

GEORGE came from England 164:0, ·was ancestor of the Abbot
families of AndoYer, :Mass., Concord, and Boscawen,
d. 5 Oct., 1681.
J Al\IES 3 (\Yilliam, 2 Gc01·ge 1) came to Concord in 1735; lived on
the fa rm now the homestead and residence of Simeon
Abbot.
REUBEX 4 (·James/ \ Yillimn/ George 1) settled in Concord, west
of Long pond; reached a more advanced age than
any other man that ever lived in Concord; saw his
descendants of the same name to the fonrth generation occupying the same house; d. 13 1\Iay, 1822,
aged 99.
EznA5 (Reuben 4) m. :Mary \Valker; had nine children. Two
of his sons, Timothy aml Job, settled in B.; also a
dan., Ruth, "Yrho m. ::)amuel Ellsworth.
Tr.i\IOTHY 6

(Ezra 5), b. 21 Dec., 1788; m. Rhoda, dau. ,Jonathan
Johnson, and granddau. of Reuben, 4 8 Aug., 1818.
He settled on Contoocook river, near the lower falls.
Ji_,or several years, in company with his brother Job
and others, he carried on the lumber business, and at
one time owned a share in the mills near his residence; d. G Jan., 184:7.

Chw·les, L. 2D July, 182:2.

J on 6 (Ezra 5), b. 14 Nov., 1790; lived in the house ·with his brother
'l'imothy ; m. Lydia, dau. of J olm 1\Ion·ison, of Sanbornton, 9 l\Iay, 1816; d. 20 Sept., 1876.
Samuel TV., b. 9 l\larch, 1817; d. 18 Feb., 1819.
Ezra .iii., b. 18 Jan., 181!); d. 22 Feb., 1819.
Jlfary E.~ther, b. 1:2 June, 18:20; d. 17 June, 1832.
Judith E., b. 31 l\Iarch. 1822; d. 2~ Sept., 1827.
Abigail, b. 2!) .!\l arch, 182±; m. James Tallant.
Emeline, b. 19 No v., 182G; m. B. \ V. Jewett.
Judith, b. 1:2 July, 18~D .
Lydia Ann, b. 10 Nov., 1831; m. Isaac N. Farley.
Achsah lV., b. 12 :Nov., 1833; d. 31 Oct., 185-1.
Augustus P., b. 9 Dec., 1833; m. RoseL. \Vitbers .

•TAnEz 4 (·James, 3 \Villiam, 2 George/) with two brothers, settled
near Sewell 's falls, in Concord ; m. PheLe, clau. of
EthvarcP Abbot, and had four children.
Joseph, b. 5 Aug., 1759.
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J OSEPIIs (•J abez 4) served in the war of the revolution, in Col.
Peabolly's regiment; in 1191 purchased the N. "\V.
corner lot in B., now \Vebster; m. :l\Iolly l\1elloon, of
Salisbury, 3 April, 1794. She was granddau. of N athaniel, who, with his family, was taken captive by
the Indians, 16 1\Iay, 1753.
Phebe, b. 17 Dec., 1704; d. 27 1\larch, 1796.
Nathaniel, b. 17 Aug., 1706.
JosejJh, b. ~~ April, 1708.
J"bez. b. 3Jnly,1800.
Clarissa, b. 3•rJan., 1803; d. 24 Sept., 180-!.
Plteoe, 2d, b. 26Feb., 1805; m. Jason D. 'Vatkins, of W'arner.
Ira, b. 10 Sept., 1807.
Nathan, b. 7 Feb., 1811.

NATHANIEL 6 (Joseph 5) m. 1\Iary Fitts, of Sandown; d. at Fisherville, ~8 Feb., 1865.
Jim·ace, b. 23 Nov., 1829; merchant at Fisherville; d. 28 June, 186.3.
~lllaryJ., b. 5Jnne, 1831; d.1 Oct., 183-! .
.1llaria F., b. 28 l\Iarch. 18:33 j d. 5 Ang., 1851.
Ju.lia A., b. 2~ ~lay, 1834.
Jlfm·y J., 2d, b. 7 Jan , 183(3.
George lV., b. 13 l\Iarch, 1837.

J OSEPH 6 (.J oseph 5) m. 1\Iary Elkins, of Hampton; livell in B.;
moved to Oakland, Cal.
Joltn E., b. 18 Nov., 183 t; lawyer at Vallejo, Cal.
J.,seplt E., b. 2:3 St>pt .. 1830; lives in San Francisco.
Oliver B., b. 26 July, 1838; served in the Union army; d. July, 180.).
Cltarles III., b. lll\lay, 1843 j lives at Oakland, Cal.
J ABEZ 6 ( J oseph 5), farmer, now living in \V ebster, on Little hill;
m. Eunice K. 1\Ioody.
Harriet, b. 12 Dec., 1829.
Ellen K., b. 8 Dec., 18:31; teacher.
Elmita, b. 11 ~larch, 1833; d. 5 April, 1834.
Livonia, b. 11 J\larch, 1834:; d. 22 Aug., 1851.
Cltarles III., b. 6 March, 1836; d. 18 April, 1852.
TVmTen, b. 20 March, 1838; teacher, lives in ·w ebster .
.Joshua P., b. 3 l\Iarch, 1840; lawyer in California.
Jane, b. 5 April, 18-!6.

lRA 6 (Josephs) m. Almira Elkins, of Sanbornton; d. 25 l\1arch,
1877.
Lydia A., b. 22 Oct., 1838.
Almita, b. 4 Jan., 1842.
Setlt, b. 25 Jan., 1840.
J.1 lary C., b. 5 l\lay, 18-18; d. 21 Jan., 1875.

NATIIAN6 (.Josephs), m. Janette C. Ryan; liYes in FisherYille.
LuCI'etia ]f., b. 4 Nov., IS:J!); d. 10 July, 1868.
Luannah JI., b. 27 l\larch, 18-18.
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GEORGE \V. 7 (Nathanie1 6) se1Ted three years in the Union army,
7th R egt. N. H. V. ; was wounded at the battle of
Olustee, Florida; re~ides at Fisherville; m., 1st, Almira, dan. of James I. Tucker, of Boston ; 2cl, Alldie
(1\:Iorrill) Batchehler.
Han·y S., h. 12 l\Iay, 1866; d. 20 Aug., 18G7; child of Almira.
Jlfyra III., b. 27 Oct., 1872; child of Addie.
CnARLES 7 (Timothy, 6 Ezra,S Renl,en 4) m., 1st, :M artha, dau. of
Benj. Haselton, of Springfield; :?cl, Sarah E., dau. of
Eben Haselton, of Springfit•l<l.
Roselle, b. G Sept .• 18-!G; d. 6 Sept., 18±8.
11/arlha E., b. 26 .Tan., 18±8; m. llufu s Cas!'<, 14 Nov .. 1SG7.
Nahum G., h. 6 Aug., 1850; m. Fanny II. .James, 27 .Jnly, 1572.
Willie, b. :.W l\lay, ]861.

Children of Sarah E. :
Dan G., b. 21 Nov., 1862; d. 15 Oct., 18Gi.
L ena 1lf., b. 26 l\lny, 18G7.
Fred S., b. 17 Jnue, 1800; d. 4 Sept.: 1870.
\VrLLIAl\I, Col. 6 (Nathan. 5 Renben/ ,Jam es, 3 \Yilliam, 2 Gem·ge 1),
h. ~3 Ang., 1703, m. Dorcas, clan. of Epbra.im Carter,
7 1\Iarch. 18~0,-joiner and carpenter. Settled in B.,
on \Yat er st. ; erected honse now occupied hy Jer emiah C. Chach·ick . He built churches at Somersworth, Cornish, \Y entworth, Unity, Thornton, Henniker, and \Vest Conconl; ::Lll:io m::Lny r esic1ences,that of the late Henry ::Lml Al_~i::Ll Gerrish, being ::L p::Lrt
of the 1\[errim::Lck connty ::Llmshonse, bm·ned March
12, 1878, ::Lncl tlmt now occnpietl by ?.Ir. Haymond.
lie w::Ls ::L liberal, energetic man, giyen to hospit::Llity,
active in every good work, re::Ldy to assist in ::L11 pn blic enterprises designed for th e good of t]Ie community. He went through ::Lll gmdes of offici::Ll position,
from serge::Lnt in the 1st Compmw of Infantry, to ensign, lienten::Lnt, c::Lpt::Lin, major, lienten::Lnt-colonel,
::Lml colonel of the :!113t R.egim ent. He employed ::L
brge numher of \\·orkm en, and his joiners' shop,
which stood l1etween the residences of ~Teremiah C.
Ch::Ld.wick and L. l\I. Cbatl\Yick, w::Ls ever an active
place of lm::;ines~. It was bnrned in 1833, or ::Lbout
that time, but, through the kind-heartedness of his
neighbors and his own indomit::Lble energy, workmen
"·ere hewing the timber for a new shop the same ::Lfternoon. He took ::Ln active p::Lrt in the temperance reform::Ltion. At the time of the erection of the meetinghouse ::Lt \Yest Concord, in 1832, the question cam e np
as to th e use of ardent spirits at the mising. 'l'hose
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who still a<lvocatotl moderate drinking urgetl the nso
of rnm : the temperance people oppost.•tl its use. 'l'he
argument of tho moderate drinl~ers was, that no meeting-house had en'r been raised without rum, and predicted that it wonltl not be possible to roar the frame
·w ithout liquor. "If there arc not temperance men
enough in Conconl to mise it, I will try and find
them othenYhercs,'' \vas the quiet reply of the energetic builder. ''~end me clown a dozen or more good
men," was the message sent to Thomas Coffin, who
had zealously espoused the temperance moyement.
The messenger who brought the Yerbal request enlarged the same, and thought that fifty men would be
needed; whereupon l\Ir. Coffin m11ietl the temperance
men of Boscawen, and so many were reacly to go that
the Yolunteers swelle<l the number to fu]]y one hunclretl, who "·ere on the grouml at an early hour, and
1·eared the frame with a zeal and abrrity that amazed
those who had predicted that it woultl1~ot be possible
to raise it with out the stimulus of rum. J\Ir. Abbot
d. at Concord, 3 Feb., 1837.
Julia Ann P., b. 17 Oct., 18:?:3; m. H enry C. \Vade, of Lowell;
resides on \Yater street, B.
TVilliam P., b. 15 Dec., 182:1.
Ernil!J E., b. 1 Jan., 18:27; m. Leonard Gerrish, of N orthfielJ [sec
Gerrish gen.].
George TV., b. 2:3 .Jan., 1831.
Charles C., b. 1:3 Feb., 18:33; resides in \Vorces ter.
Rogers A., b. 15 July, 18!J.); m . ..Anna Varney; resides in \Yorcester.

\VILLIAl\I P. 7 (\Villiam, Col., 6 Nathan,S Houben 4) m. Emily E.
Uran.
Frank lV., b. 1\lay, 1834:; d. 1 April, 1839.

GEOUGE \V. 7

(\Villiam~

Co1. 6) m. Eh·ira \Yhittemore.

Charles ill., Freddie, George II.

CHARLES C. 7 (\Vi11iam, Col., 6
Stevens.

~ athan, 5

Tieuben 4) m. Dorinda

n.

Charles E., A1·thur, lVilliam S., Dora, Ed11zulul S .. Florette.
JA~IES

BuswELL, l\I. D. 6 (Elias, 5 Ut>uben 4), b. 24: .June, 1109; m.,
1st, Nancy B. Hogers. of Northfield, 1G NoY., 1821,
who died 11 NoY., 1S31; 2tl, Elizabeth B. Rogers,
sister of Nancy, 2 Oct., 1808, who clic<l 27 Nov.,
184:2; 3tl, Sarah, dan. of Capt. J Oi-ioph Genish, of
Canterbury, 22 ~hrch, 18-!3 [see Gerrish genealogy].
His father moYed to Northfield, 1801. James B.
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began his studies for the medical profession ''ith Dr.
EuoR Hoyt, of N orthfiehl, and received the degree of
J\L D., at Dartmouth, in 182G. He began practice in
Canterbury, removed to Loudon, but settled in B.
in 1837, living in the house now occupied by S.
B. G. Corser. In 1832 he was elected Fellow of the
N. H. :Medical Society, and represented the society in
a national convention at Baltimore. He died at Sanbornton, G July, 1870, where he had been a practiBing physician for several years.
Children of Elizabeth :
James H., b. 3 Oct., 183!); d. 2D Feb., 18-!0.
James Henry TVhite, b. 30 May, 18-!::?; d. 1:2 Jan., 1865.

Child of Sarah :
Joseph Gerrish, b. -! Oct., 18±5.

AMES.
Compiled Ly John Kimball.

'_rhe Ames families of Boscawen and Canterbury probably came
from Amesbury, and were related to those of Bridgewater and
Easton, J\fass. The name in early records is sometimes spelled
Amos, Emos, and Eames.
J ACOB 1 was the earliest of the family known.
S.n1UEL/ b. 1724, and his wife Hannah, came to Canterbury.
Died 1G Jan., 1803. Hannah d. 23 Jan., 1804.
Samuel, b. 174!).
David, b. 27 May: 1749.

SAJUUEL 3 (Samuel/ J acob 1) came from Canterbury to B.; m.
Jane, only sister of Col. Henry Gerrish, and settled
on High street. He served in the revolutionary war,
at the battle of Stillwater, und.er Gen. Gates. TraJition says that his wife and son Joseph carried on
the farm while he went to the war against Burgoyne ; was chosen one of the selectmen in 1791. A
noted hunter. Diecl1 Sept., 1825. Jane, his wife, d.
30 March, 1814.
Joseph, b. 31 May, 1771.
Hannah, b. 14 Jan., 1776; m. Stephen Gerrish, 7 Feb., 179G; d.
18 Nov., 1834. [See Gerrish gen.]
Samh, b. 15 Nov., 1780; m. Nathan Plummer, 14 June, 1804; d.
25 Feb., 1842.
Polly, b. 1783 i d. 7 Dec., 1843, unmarried.
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DAVID 3 (Samuel, 2 J acobl) remained at Cante rbury; m. Phebe
Hoyt. They lived near the meeting-house, and afterward moved to a large fnrm in the ''Borough," which
is now in the possession of his descendant::.;. Five of
their daughtertl m. and settled in B. He d. 22 Sept.,
181~.
His wife d. 30 Od., 1838.
Hannah, b. 11 Aug., 1775; m. Joseph Ames; d. 18 June, 1827.
Thomas, b. 6 Oct., 1777; m. Lucy Foster; d. 10 Nov., 1840.
Saralt, b. 0 D~c., 1781 ; m ..Jacob Gerrish; d. 20 Oct., 1848.
Samuel, b. :W .July, 178.1; m. Myt'a Ayers; d. 30 June, 1870.
Jllar_1;, b. 1-! .Tan., 1786; m. Jo:-;iah Haines; d. 7 Sept., 1872.
David, b. 15 l\Iay, 1788; m. - - Fisk; d. July, 1870.
Jll.IJra, b. :28 Sept., 1702; m. Samuel Tilton; d. 7 1\Iar., 1857.
Phebe, b. n Jan., 1705; m. Charle;;; l\loody; d. 6 Sept., 1862.
Rnth, b. 20 Jnly, 1797 ; m. Benj. Kimbali; d. 22 Oct., 1874.
lUwda, b. ~0 Dec., 1799; m. 1st, Ira Elliott; 2d, Laban Morrill ;

d. 10 Sept., 18GD.
J OSEPII 4 (Samnel, 3 Samuel 2) m. Hannah, dau. of David, 3 of Can~
terbury, and resided on High street, where he kept a
hotel ; a man highly esteemed ; was selectman 1812,
'13, '14; d. 15 June, 1851. His wife d. 18 June, 1827,
::e. 48.
J.lfyra, b. 4 Jan .. 1804; m. Thomas Little, 2 June, 182() ; d. 17
June, 1869.
Jos eph, b. :?D June, 180G ; d. 20 Sept., 1826.
Luc,~;, b. 13 Sept., 1808; d. 30 Nov., 18:10.
David, b. 20 Dec., uno; lives West Creek, Ind.
Samuel, h. 14 Jnly, 1813.
Nathan Plummer, b. 16 Jnnc, 181G.
Steph en, b. 16 June, 181G; d. 1 Oct., 182G.
Phebe Jane, b. 22 Dec., 1810; d. 6 Aug., 1836.
SAl\IUEL 5 (Joseph/ Samn el, 3 SamneF) m. Lizzie Hubbard; lived
for a time on the \Valker farm, in Concord; moved to
\Vest Creek, Incl. ; represented his district in the legislature of that state 187 .J, '7G.
Edwanl Payson.
Lizzie.

P. 5 (.Joseph, 4 SamueJ3) m. Elvira, dan. of Thomas Coffin, 18 Feb., 1841; resided for a time on the old
homestead inheritell from his father, and moved to Chi~
cago, Ill. ; was colonel of the 21st R.egt. N. H. J\1ilitia.
Livonia Coffin, b. 18 April, 18-10; m. Geo. "\V. ·ware, 'Vorcester,

NATHAN

1\Iass.
Charles Ilenry, b. 5 Feb., 18-17; graduated at Amherst College,

1870.
Lucia Jane, b. 5 1\Iay, 1856.
Clam Preston, b. 13 May, 1859.
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FISHER 5 (Tho m~~/ DaYi<l, 3 Samuel, 2 Jacob 1), h. in Canterbury,
18 Oct., 1814; m. J\Iary, dan. of Nathan Plummer,
1u Feb., 1844; resided on Fish street for a time;
now liYes in Fisherville.
Sara P., b. 10 Jan., 18-±5.
Henry Gerrish, b. 16 Sept., 18±8; m. Emily L. Robie, 3 July, 1873;
1 child, Gracie Brown, b. 9 Dec., 1875; d. 27 ,July, 1876.

ATKINSON.
Compiled by Samuel Barnard Elliot, Pataskala, 0.

Tno~I.AS/

elder brother of Theodore Atkinson, of Boston.-ancestor of the distinguished statesman of the province of
New Hampshire,-came from Bury, Lancashire, England, and settled in Concord, l\Iass. He took the freem~n's oath 7 Dec., 1636, and d. in NoY., 1646.

Rebecca, b. 1638; m. John Hayward, of Concord.
John, b. 1640.
Susanna, b. 28 April, 16!1; m. Caleb Brooks, 10 .April, 1660; d.
lD Jan., 166!).
Hannah 1 b. 5 March , 16-1± j m. Caleb Brooks, 1670.

J OHN 2 (Thomas 1), b. in Concord, ~Iass., 1640. After the death
of his father, he \YaS adopted by his uncle rfheoclore,
of Boston, of whom he learned the hatters' trade, and
settled in Newbury, :Mass. ; m., 1st, Sarah ~Iyrick,
who was mother of all his children; 2d, widow Hannah Cheney, 3 Jnne, 1100. She d. [) ,J au., 1705.
Sarah, b. 27 Nov. 1665; m. Stephen Coffin, of Newbury, l\Iass.,
1685.
John, b. 1667.
Thomas, b. 27 Dec., 166!); grad. H. C., 16!)1.
Theodore, b. 23 Jan., 1672; drowned 2± July, 1685.
Abigail, b. 8 Nov., 1673.
Samuel, b. 16 .Tan., 1676.
Nathaniel, b. 20 Nov., 1677.
Elizabeth, b. 20 June, 1680.
Joseph, b. 1 l\lay, 1682; killed by Indians in l\Iaine, 1706 ; unmarried.
Rebecca.
Jon~ 3

(Jolm, 2 Thomas 1), b. 16()7; m. s~rah, cb.n. of Jonathan
\Vooclman. They joined the Congregational chnrrh
of Newbury, 1710.

Thomas, b. 16 l\larch, 169±.
John, b. 2!) Oct., 1695.
Theodore, b. 8 Oct., 16!)8.
Sarah, b. 6 Nov., 1700.
Hannah, b. 21 Jan., 1703.
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N"\.TIL\.NJEL 3

(.T ohn, 2 Thomas 1), 1,. 2!.> No\·., 1617; m. Deborah
I\: night, 22 .] an .. 1701. She joined the Congregational chnrch, 17:2~.

J.l!ary, b. 1708.
Sarah, b. 1710.
lii argaret, b. 171:!.
Natltuniel, b. 1D :\larcb, 1717.
Joseph, b. 28 .Nov., 1718.

N ATIU. NIEL 4 (NathanieP, ,John/ Thomas 1), b. at Newbury, ~lass.,
1D ~Iareh, 1717; m., ht, Elizal)eth Greenleaf, 30
NoY., 1138. They joined tho First Congregational
church of K ewhnr,r, 1741. She d. in 17 55. 1\L, :?d,
Sarah Morse, 175(). He moyctl to lJ. late in 1760,
and d. there 26 Oct., 179-1.
Chiltlren of ElizaLeth:
Parker, b. 1 Feb., 173D.
J.lfidtael.
1.liary, b. 18 ::\lay, 17±~; m . .l\Ioses Coffin ; died soon after.
Stephen, b. 15 Dec., 17H; published to l\Iercy Clark, 15 Dec.,
1770.
Eli:::.abeth, b. 10 Aug., 1747; m., bt, ,Jos. Adams; 2d, - - Ro\\·e;
3d, Jonathan ::\lorse.
Susanna, b. 11 Ang., 17:'50; died 5 Oct., 17.53.
J.Yath an iel, b. 12 Dec., 17 5:).

Children of Sarah :
Jonathan, h. :30 Dec., 175ti.
Joseph, b. 28 April, 1758.
John, b. 30 Oct., 173D; nnmarried; d. 21 Dec., 1845.
Be1~jamin, b. 7 .hn., 1761.
· Sal'ah, b. 8 .Tan., 1763; m. Samuel ::\:Iorrill, 28 April, 1785; d. 27

Feb., ISH .
.1llm·y, h. :\la:v, 17GJ; m . Daniel Carter, 15 April, 1784:; d. 15
Sept., 1854, ~t. DO.
Jwlitlz, b. 1763; m ..Joseph H. Monill, 2-! .June, 1790; tl. 0 Dec.,
17!)7. ~t. 32.
Eunice, b. 1767; m. Joseph Kimball.
Iiannah, d. yonng.
Tltevdore, b. 30 Sept., 176D.

J OSEPII 4 (X athanic1, 3 John/ Thomas 1 ). b. in :N ewburj', }\[ass., 28
Nov., 1718; m., 1st, Hannah, dan. of Samuel Hale, of
:N ewbnr~'; 1\[a:;s., :?::; Jnnc, 17 · ~5. She was b. 24 Jan.,
17:.!0; d. 7 Apri1, 1790. IIcr children were first
eonsins to Nathan Ha1e, the martyr spy, in the war
of ln<lependence. Ile moyeu to D. in 1767, and m.,
2J, 1\fr~. J\Iary Coueh, who cl. 14 Dec., 1818, ret. ~2.
He d. 20 Aug., 1801, ret. 82.
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Samuel, b. 24 Sept., 1748.
Simeon, b. 30 l\Iarch, 17 5-1:.
Susanna, b. 1.5 June, 1758; m. Edmund Chadwick, 27 June, 1778.
She d. 10 l\larch, 1829.
Hannah, b. 1G .July, 1760; m. Joseph Pearson, of Haverhill, and
d. 7 Oct., 1839.
Sarah, b. 11 ~Iay, 1764; m. l\lichael .Johnston, of Haverhill.
NATHA~IEL 5

(Nathaniel/ NathanieJ,3 .Tolm, 2 Thomas 1), b. in
Newbury, Mass., 12 Dec., 17G3; m. Abigail Bmclley,
2..! Sept., 1782; she was b. in IlaYerhill, Mass, 10
:May, 1760, and d. in B. 31 Oct., 1836. He d. in B.
4 :March, 184:1.

Elizabeth, b. 1 Sept., 1784; m. Timothy Copp.
Isaac, b. 8 Dec., 1786.
JJ[ary, b. 10 Ang. 1788; m. --Bean, of Salisbury; d. 22 Aug.,
183-!.
Hannah, b. 19 l\larch, 1791; m. - - Hubbard, of Canterbury. and
d. 17 July, 18S3.
Benjamin, b. 10 An g., 1792; moved to l\Iaine; unmarried.
Abigail, b. 2 l\Iarch, 1798; m. - - Laws ; d. in Peterborough, 4
Oct., 1832.

,J ONATHAN 5 (N athanie}/ N athanie1, 3 J ohn,2 Thomas 1), b. in Newbnry, 1\Iass., 00 Dec., 1756; grad. at D. C.; m. Betsey Pettingill, G Feb., 1794, and was ordained pastor
of the Congregational church in Limington, l\Ie., 15
Oct., same year; d. 27 1\Iarch, 1837.
Jonathan, b. 16 ::\larch, 1795, in Limington, l\le., and d. in Lowell,
l\lass .. 11 l\Iarch, 185:!.
Nathaniel, b. 16 Aug., 17!)6; d.l8 Oct., 1796.
Nathaniel, b. 10 Aug., 1797, in Limington, l\Ie., and d. there, 29
March, 1834.
Richard P., b. 5 April, 1799.
,JosEPH 5

(Nathaniel/ Nathanie1,3 John, 2 Thomas 1), b. in Newbury, l\Iass.: 28 ApriL 1758; m. Anna Atkinson,
grand-clan. of his uncle ,Joseph. Ire lllOYed to B. with
his fatbt>r in 1760, and d. 20 1\'Iarch, 1830.

Peabody, b. 30 Dec., 180-1.
Hen•ey, b. 10 July, 1806; unmarried; resides on the olJ homestead
in B.
Susan, b. 12 l\1arch, 1808; m. Geo .•Johnston, of Haverhill.
Henry, b. 10 July, 1809; m. l\1ary, dau. of his nncle Theodore, and
d ..5 April, 1864.
Ann, b. 30 July, 1812; m. l\lichael Johnston, of Haverhill; d.
April, 1859.

(Nathaniel/ Nathaniel,s ._Tohn/ Thonuts1), h. 7 Jan.,
1761; m. J anc Varney 8 July, 1784; liYed in B.
Sarah, b. 19 July, 1785; m. Dyer Abbot, of Henniker.

BENJAl\IIN 5

James Varney, b. 9 Dec., 1787; d. 1875, in Lowell, l\Iass.
Jane, b. 30 Jnne, 1791; d. in Rocl1ester, N.Y.
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TnEODORE 5 (Nathaniel/ Nathanie1, 3 .Tohn/ Thomas1), b. in Newbury, J\Iass., 30 Sept., 1760; m. Abiah Kimba11, 4
Sept., 1803; livell in Boscawen, and tl. 30 Sept., 1828.
Peter 1\.imball, b. 20 July, 180-1; d. 20 l\larch, 1817.
Fanny b. April, 1807; m. Sullivan Jackman, 1837; d. 1844.
Gem·ge 1V., b. March, 1810; unmarried.
J,fary, b. April, 1814; m. Henry Atkinson, Dec., 18-12.
Ruth, b. 1&18; d. 1822.
Abiah, b. 18:21; m. Henry Rolfe.

S..DIUEL 5 (Joseph, 4 Nathaniel, 3 ,John, 2 Thomas 1), b. in Newbury,
:Mass., 24 ~ept., 1748, and 1ive<l in B. He served as
a lieutenant :mel captain in the war of Independence;
m. Sarah Bamford, of Sa-nbornton, 1777; d. 4 Oct.,
1796. She d. 30 Jan., 1843, mt. 87 .
.Toseph,. b. G Dec., 1777.
Sllsanna, b. 30 Oct., 1770; d. 1804.
Anna, b. 13 April, 1782; m. Joseph Atkinson.
Nathaniel Peabody, b. 15 Jan., 1785.
Samuel, b. 27 Sept., 1788.
Jacob, b. 30 Dec., 17!)0; unmarried; gr:td. :tt Drown University;
d. 13 Feb., 18:36.

SniEox 5 (Joseph, 4 Nat.haniel, 3 John/ Thoma.s 1), b. in Newbury,
l\fass., 30 l\Iarch, 1754; moved to B. with his father,
a.ml sett1ecl on Fish street, in 1767; m. Phebe Clark,
23 April, 1781; J. 24 Feb., 1827. She d. 2 A pri1,
1830.
Sila.<?, b. 28 Dec., 1781.
Daniel Clm·k, b. 8 Sept., 1784-.
Simeon, b. 10 Feb., 17!H; unmarried; d. 20 .Ang., 1863.
Hannah, b. 8 .July, 1705; m.•James II. Gill, 12 Aug., 1830; d. 22
,July, 1850.
Hale, b. 3 l\Iarch, 17!)0; unmarried; d. 15 April, 1874.

Is.L\C 6 (Nathanie1, 5 Nathaniel/ Natbanie1, 3 John, 2 Thomas 1), b. 6
Dec., 1786; m. - - B ean ; d. 27 Jan., 1858.
Bradley, b. 10 May, 1810.

PE.ABODY 6 (.Joseph, 5 Nathaniel, 4 Nathanie1, 3 ,John, 2 Thomas 1), b.
in B. 30 Dec., 1804; m. l\Iarenda Elliot, of B., :u
Oct., 1831 ; moved to Ohio, aml settled in Licking
Co. H e d. at Pataskala, 8 ,Jnly, 1863. She d. 3 1\Iay,
186G.
.1l fary Frances, b. 4 Nov., 1832.
lViWam H enry, b. 26 Nov., 1836; d. 25 .July, 18:.J9.
Joseph, b. 23 .ran., 18:30.
George Johnston, b. 22 Feb., 18-11.
Samuel Peabody, h. 2J Nov., 1843; grad. D. C., 18G6; m. Irene
Schobe; live~ in Champaign Co., Ill.
A nnie Louisa, b. 16 Nov., 1847; d. 5 .July, 18!8.
Nettie Eli::a, b.!) Jau., 1852; d. March, 185G.
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J OSEPH 6 (Samuel,S J oseph, 4 N athanie1, 3 ,J obn, 2 Thomas 1), b. in B.,
6 Dec., 17:77; m. Sarah Blai~de ll , 1807. He ·was
colonel of the 21st Regt. N. H. l\Ii1itia. lie Ll. 28
Feb., 184;).
Hiram Lang, b. 1807.
Franklin Peaborly, b. G June, 1810; m. Irene Hosmer; no children.
Amanda, b 12 Dec., 1812; m. Dr. James Ewing, of Hebron, 0.,
Nov., 1835. She d. 18:1:5.

NATHANIEL PEABODY 6 (Samnel, 5 Joseph, 4 Nathanie),S John/
Thomas 1), b. in 13. 15 Jan., 1785; m. Betsey D., dau.
of l\Iic:hael and Sarah Atkinson Johnston, 8 Oct., 1827 ;
liYed in Ohio Co., \V. Va.; d. 13 ~ov., 1868.
·
Charles Peabody, b. 8 Oct., 1828.
IlaleJohnslon, b. 31.Jan., J8;10; d. 2.5 Aug., 1832.
Sarah Johnston, b. :26 .Jan., 1831.
Julia Amanda, b. 2.5 Nov., 1835.
A ugusla Hale, b. 25 Sept., 1838; d. 13 Feb., 184:0.
Samuel B., b. 24: Aug., JSJO; d. 30 July, 18·.14.
Edward JJielancthon, L. 3 :i\Iay, 18±~.
H elen ]Jm·ia, b. H April, 1845.

S.UIUEL 6 (Samnel,S Joseph, 4 Nathanie1,3 Jo1m, 2 Thomas 1), b. in B.
27 Sept., 1788 ; gratl. at Drown Uni-rersity; m., 1st,
Lncy l\Ioulton, 13 l\Iny, 1819 ; 2tl, l\Iary Chase
~Iou1ton, 22 J nly, 1822 ; 3d, J\'Iaria \Vithington, 17
J\farch, 18~5. Resitletl in Chillicothe, 0., \Vheeling,
\V. Ya., and Pataskala, 0.
Lucg ]Joulton, b. in Chillicothe, 0., 1:3 Dec., 1820; m. Dr. 'Vm·
'V. Sanger, 28 Dec., lSJD.
Charles Hammond, b. 2G .Tan., 182±; fl. 1D Aug., 182±.
:Mary .Moulton, b. 31 July, 1827; d. 26 .July. 1828.
Samh Ann. h. at ·wheeling, \V. Va., 11 Feb., 182D; d. 15 Feb.,
1846.
1Villiam Edgerton, b. at \\'he eling, \Y. Ya., 23 June, 1832.
Mary TV., lJ. 11 J\Iay, 18:35; m. Jonas Aylsworth; d. at Attica,
Ind., 9 Sept., 1877.
Samuel PNtbody, b. D Dec., 1S3G ; d. 23 July, 1838.
Ilenry Martyn, b. 0 Sept., 18:38.
Susan Lambdin, b. 8 .Tan., 18-11 ; d. young.
lllaria Sumna, b. G June, 18J3; J. :W Dec., 184:±.

SrLAS 6 (Simeon,S J oseph, 4 N athanie], 3 J o1m, 2 Thomas 1), b. 28
Dec.. 1781 : m., 1st. Dorothy Shepard; 2tl, Sally
Hutchins. He a. at Sanbornton, 23 tlept., 1837.
Dorothy, b. :28 1\Iarch, 1812; m. Samuel A. Ambrose, 23 NoY.,
I 836 ; d. 2:3 l\fny, 1870.
Atlte1'Qtes. b. H Feb .. 1815.
Asenath H., b. 17 }.larch, 1817; m. John M. \Vhicher, of Northfield, lfl Nov., 1840.
Alexander TVellinqtnn, b. 1 FeL., lSlD; d., at Yonkers, ~. Y., 23
March, 183D.
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Horatio .~..Yelson, b. 20 .Jnly, 1832.
Hannah, b. 7 Sept., 1827; drow11 e<l 25 Aug., 1830.
Simeon A ri:;tides , b. :!:5 Sept., 18:30 .
DANIEL CLAIU\. 6 (Simeon, 5 .Joseph/ Nathanie1, 3 John/ 'l'homas1),
b. 8 Sept., 178--L His talents, ea rl.v d eYeloped, induce<l his father to place him nnder the instruct ion of
Rev. Dr. \Yoo<l, where h e was fitted for and entered
Dartmouth co1Iege, in 1802. Ilis co11ege life was
characterized by industry, sobriety, and filh•lity, and
in 1806 he graduated with a full share of the honors
of his class. Soon after, h e entere< l the law office of
Daniel \Yebstc·r, of Boseawcn, as a student, to receiYe
the guidance and instru ction of that di stinguished
la,"·yer and ciYilian, then in the morning of his intellectual superiority. RPmaining there• un til ~Ir. \Veb~ter r emoYell to J:>ortsmoutl1, he continned his legal
stn cli es with I>arker Noyes, of Salislmry (now Franklin). After three years' preparation with J\Ir. \Vebster aml J\Ir. Noyes, he was admitted to the bar in
1800, when h e opened an office at Sa nbornton Bridge
(now Tilton), \rhich he oc:eupiecl until his death. He
\Ya:-; l'lected to the senate ancl l'Onncil for snccessiYe
years, \Yh en h e was appointed by <loY. Morrill judge
of prol•ate for ohl Straft'tml connty, comprising what
is now Strafford, Belknap, and Carroll counties-an
office he hel<l until 18::3~. 11 is public senices coYer a
period of nineteen years. ..After his d eath, Hon. Lyman B. \Yalker said of him ,- ' ' Hi~ heart and hand
were nnaffecte <lly open as day to melting charity.
\Yhere can the poor man, thu "\Yidow, an<l the orphan
now fin<l a liYing h eart su fl"eling and ready to relieYe
as was his? To the traYeller long accnstomed to pass
through that interesting Yillage, what can he ~:>ee that
do es not remind him of Daniel Clark Atkinson? Is
it the Academy':) lie olktined it:-; charter, an d more
than h elped to build that institution. Is it the tYro
chnrehes to b e seen there'! In them, too, he lives as
first patron. \Vith most there seen is m1nglecl the
memory of his originating, devising, aml helpiug hand,
tu bring them into sight a nd usefulness. The tloors
of his h ouse anll heart Wl'l'C nen·r closet! against the
oppre:-;secl aml sufft'ring, by night or Ly day. His
s un·i,·ing n eighbors, fl'w, Yery fl'w, of hi~:> ae<Jnaintance, can withhold th e tribute uf a tear to moisten the
cypress that waye:-; onr hi:-; tomb.n ~I., 1st, ~Iahala
Tilton ; 2ll, l\Il'hitn.ble, her sister. He d. G April,
184-2.
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Child of l\Iahala :
l'lapoleor~

Bonaparte, b. 14 April, 1819.

Children of l\Iehitahle:
Jllaltala T., b. ~6 Feb., 183!3; d. 12 Dec., 1851.
Josephine B., b. 25 Oct .. 183.5; m. John II. Goodale: resides in
Nashna; thre e chilclren,-one, Charlotte Atkinson, living.
Charlotte, b. ~9 Dec., 1837; music teacher in Concord.

RrciiARD 6 (J onathan, 5 :N athaniel, 4 :Nathaniel/ J olm, 2 Thomas 1),
b. anclliYed on the old hom estead, in Limington, :Me.;
m. Alice Gerry, 15 Oet., 1887; d. 2 Dec., 18G;5.
J.Yatlwniel, b. 17 Oct., 1838 ; (l. 1~ l\lay, 1873, at Cincinnati, Ohio.
John P., b. 14 Dec., 18-!0; d. D .Nov., 1862, Leesburg, Va., while in
the servicP of his country.
TVilliam II., b. 2D ,Jan., 18±2.
Elizabeth, b. 27 Jan., 18±4; m. Ezra l\Iiles, .Tr., of Limington, :Me.
Anna J., b. 31 Oct.. , 1851; m. P. S. (jriffi.th~ of Boston.

BRADLEY 7 (Isaac, 6 N athaniei,s :N athaniel,4 N athanie),3 John/
'l'homas 1), h. 10 May, 1810; m., 1st, Hannah Tucker,
10 Dec., 18:38, who d. 18•30 ; 2c1, Susan B. Thurston,
11 1\Iay, 1852; resid es in Boscawen.
Elvira C.. b. 8 Nov., 1839.
Edmu11d TV., b. 10 Jan., 1843.
Edwin B., b. 3 :\lay, 18-!7.
George C., b.~:"! .l\Iay, 1858.

JosEPH 7 (Peahody, 6 .Joseph, 5 NathanieJ,4 :Nathaniel/ .John/
Thomas 1), b. 23 Jan., 1880; m. ,Julia C., dan. of Dr.
James Ewing, of Hebron, 0., 10 Oct., 1872. He resides on the homestead, from which his father cleared
the primeval forest, near Pataskala, 0.
Chal'les Ewing, b. ~0 July, 187:].
Florence Elliot, b. 14 April, 187;'5.
Frank Peabody, b. 1 April, 1877.

GEOIWE .JoHXSTOX 7 (Peaho(ly, 6 .Joseph, 5 Nathaniel. 4 :Nathaniel, 3
~T ohn/ Thomas 1), b. 22 Feb., 184:1; grad. at .:\Iarietta
College, 18GJ ; attorney-at-law, Columbus, 0. ; m.
l\Iaclge R. J\IcGeah, 12 Sept., 1872.
John Guy JJicGeah, h. D Sept., 187:3.
Ethel Elliot, b. 13 Feb., 1876.

HIR.Al\I LANG7 (.Joseph, 6 Samuel, 5 ,Joseph/ Nathaniel, 3 John, 2
'l'homas 1), h. in B., 1807; resided in Licking Co., 0. ;
m. Elizabeth Beach, April, 1880; cl. D ee., 184:0. She
d. Feb., 184:1.
J.lfartha Beach, b .•June, 1840; d. 1864.

\VILLIAl\I EnGEUTox 7 (Samnel, 6 SamneV Joseph~ 4 Nathaniel/
John/ Thomas 1) b. at \Yheeling, \V. Va., 25 June,

GENEALOGICAL-ATKINSON.
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1832; m. ::\bry Fra,nce~;, cbu. of Pea,b ody Atkinson,

28 Dec., 1857; re::;il1 es in Ne\mrk, 0.
Alice TVitltin.lJion, b. G Nov., 1858.
Samuel McClellan,} b 17 \ .1 lSGl Sd. •! ~ov., 1R6:1.
Thomas P eabody,
·
J. pn '
' ~ d. 17 Oct., l SC:-L
J.V athaniel Peabody, b. 11 Oct., 1tiG4.
William Harry, b. !) .Tan., 1870.

HENRY l\IARTYX 7 (Sam-uel, 6 Sam-uel, 5 Jose ph/ Nnthaniel, 3 John/
Thomas 1), h. a,t \Yh eeling, \\r. Va., !) Sept., 1838; m.
Ka,tc, tbu. of lion. Thoma,s \V. Tipton, of Brown ville,
Neb. lie is now s-urveyor-general of the tenitory of
N" ew M exico, a,nd r esides at Santa li'e.
Alice.
ATIIARATE S7 (Sibs, 6 Simeon, 5 Joseph. 4 Na,thanieJ,3 John ,2 'fhomas1), b. in B., 14- Feb., 1815; m. ~hrtha, ,Ja,ne Fort, of
l\IilledgeYille, Ga., 2t> Dec., 1830; r esides in l\hdison,
Ga,.
Charles flacon, b. 21 Sept., 18-!0.
Alfred Ocerton, b. 13 Dec., 18-U.
Marc ellus, b. 1 l\lay, 184:J.
Alexander W ellington, b. :.?:2 .Jnne, ISH.
Helen Oteliert, b. :?2 Sept., 18-!3.
Silas Forl, b. 12 .July, 18±7.
Hale Aristirles, b. 1-! Nov., 18!8.
Eugen e Jurlsou, b. 13 .Ttllle, 1850.
Everett Gill. b. 11 April, 1852.
Cora T7 irginia, b. 12 Oct. 1853.
Rosa Dell, b. 22 Sept., 18.)3.
lJiillanl Fillmore, b. 15 Oct., 1856.
Paul Foster, b. 18 Sept., 1858.
Beatrice J_lla!J, b. 26 Jan .. 1860.
HoRATIO NELsox 7 (Sibs, 6 Simeon~ 5 J oseph, 4 N athaniel, 3 J ohn,::l
'l'homas 1), b. in B. 20 .July, 1822; m. Sns::m Pc·ar:-:on
Durgin, 10 Nov., 184G; resides in Tilton.
Frances llfaria, b. :28 Oct., 184!): d. 10 July, 1863.
Leroy Samuel, b. 31 l\farch, 1852.
SnmoN AmsTJDES 7 (Sibs, 6 Simeon, 5 .Tosepb, 4 Nathaniel, 3 .fohn/
Thomas 1), L. in Sanbornton, ~5 Sept., 1830; m. ::\hry
Etholimb Potter, of :l\Iadison, Ga., a, natiYe of St.
Croix, \V. I., 8 Oct., 1851.
Frank H ale, h. in l\Iarietta, Ga., 6 ,July, 1852.
Alice Louisa, b. in Marietta, Ga., ~5 Dec., 185--1; d. 4 .March, 18i5.
Sally Hu tchins, b. in Augusta, Ga., 7 June, 1857.
Leora Etlwlinda, b. in Augusta, Ga., 15 Sept. 1859.
Simeon Arthur, b. in Augusta, Ga .. 15 Jan., 186:!.
JJ[arie Eddrienne~ b. in l\Iadison, Ga., 4 Sept., 186-!.
Katie Lena, b. in .Athens, Ga., 27 Nov., 1871.
Co1'aAdelia, b. in Mount Yernon, N.Y., J;j Jan., 1875.
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NAPOLEO~

Box AP AnTE 7 (Daniel Cbrk, 6 Simeon, 5 Joseph, 4 :Nathaniel,3 John. 2 Thoma~ 1 ), b. in Sanbornton, 14 April,
1810; m. Zapharine Robinson, of Sanbomton; resides in l\hdison, Ga.

JJ!ary Ella, b. 23 )larch, 1855; d. 2-1: July, 18.)5.
\VrLLLHI

H. 7 (Richard P., 6 Jonathan/ Nnthaniel,4 Nathaniel/
John. 2 Thomas 1), ll. 29 .Tan., 18J2; m. :l\Iary H. Cur
rier, 0 Jan., 1868; resides in Chelsea, l\Iass.

George T., b. 6 X ov., 1868.
Arthur P., L. 21 Kov., 1870; ll. 4 Jan., 1876.
Louisa F., b. 27 J nne, 187:3.

BISHOP.
Brsnor, J OSIAII. 1 One of the first settlers of D. He wn,s cnpured by the Indians in 1746, nt the south e11<l of King
st., while at work in hi~ field, bken into the ·woods.
aml kill ell. [See Ci dl Hi st. J
Exos, 2 son of Josiah, m. Elizabeth ]~elbmy, of Newbnry, 21
Nov., 1740. In 176J, ·when the Inclinns atbcked the
honse of Philip Call, nt South Franklin, he wns one of
the pnrty sent in pursuit of the snvages, nml wns cnpturC'd [see I-Ii~t.J and taken to Cnnada. from whence
he malle his escnpe; enlistec1 in ReYolntionary serTice,
Col. Cilley's reg't; wns in bnttles of Samtogn, and
Stillwnter; d. in the army, 8 Aug., 1178.
Jonah, b. 7 Oct., 1750.
Susannah, b. 5 Dec., 1753.
John, b. 10 Dec., 1757; son of a second wife,-Anna.
Elizabeth, b. 31 Jan .. 1760.
Sarah, L. :31 .Jan., 1762; m. Ezekiel Flanders.
Hannah, b. 17 l\Iay, 176-l:.
Benjamin, b. 22 Oct., 176G.
Enos, b. 21 Nov., 1760. The family moved to Lisbon, N.H., in
1760.

BURBA:NK.
J

OSEPII 1

Jon:~}

came to Americn, in the ship Abignil, from London, 1635.
He spelled his name Barebanke. He is registered as
being 24 yenrs old at the time. It is not kno1-rn
where he settled.

of Ha,'erhill, probably was his son. He mnrriecl 15 Oct.,
1G63. Susannn, clan. Nathan l\Iorrill. He moYetl from
IItwerhill to Sl.lffield, 1680.
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~losEs, 4

Cn.pt. It is supposed that he wn.s granthon of John.
He was one of the first settlers of B., and came from
Hra.dfonl, l\bss., 110:1. He m. ~arah Emery, tuob[tbly
si:-;ter of Edward Emery, a first settler of B.

J.l!uses, b. ::?6 .Tune, 17 41; m. Sarah Danforth.
Samu el, b. An~ .. 1745; m. Eunice Pettingill.
Nathaniel, b. 14 Dec .. 1747; m . .Mary Durgin .
.Jlolly, b. :.?~ Feb., 17 -!(); m. Cutting X aye~; resided in D.
Dm·irl, b. -l ,July, 1754; d. 4 Nov., 1815.
Wells, b. 8 Aug., 1'i 3G. lie lived at one time on Water st., in a
log honse, on land now owncJ by G. \f. Fisher; taught
school.
Sarah. b. Sept., 1/58; m. Benjamin Blanchard.
Belly, b. 1 D ec., 17t.ilJ; m. Benjamin Bolter.
Eleu::er, h. 10 Jan., 1/G:); m .•-\..bigail Burbank.

:JiosEs 5 (.!\roses/ Capt.), b. 1141; m. J\fary Danforth .
.Tusialt, b. ao June, 17Gl; probably taught school in ·west Boscawen, l'iti-! .
.1Yatltaniel, h. 1 Sept., 1/G3.
Jonathan, b. 29 l\[ay, 1765; m. Salome Cass .
Daniel, b. ·1 Jan., 17GI; m. Hannah Eastman. He was school
teacher in 1788.
Steph en, b. :3 Feb., 17G8; d. same year.
Stephen, b. 17UD; m. :Mary Garveu.
Silas, b. 10 ;\larch, 1i''i 1 ; d. in the army.
l~riscilla, h. 8 April, 1773; m. JedeJiah Danforth.
Jlazen, b. 18 Oct., 1775.
Ilannah. h. 1:2 April, 1779.
_]loses, b. 4 .Jan., 1781.
S_\.3IUEL 5

(uloses/ Capt),

l1.

Aug., 174:5; m. Eunice Vettiugill.

Jnseph, b. ~;3 Aug., 1771; unmarrietl.
Sarah. b. :!S Ang., 177:~; m. Caleb Colman.
Eunice, h. :2 ;\lay, 1775.
Samu el, IJ. ~;) ~l~rch, 1777; m. l\lolly Jackman.
J.1Ioses, b. 1:! Oct., 1778.
Judith, L. ::?;, Sept., 1780; m. David Corser.
Josia/1, h. 11 .July, 178~: m. ---Chandler.
Jonathan, L. 11 April, 1784.
Natlt11n, b. 24 Feb., 178G.
Elizrtbeth, b. fi .Tnne. 1788.
Caleb, Rev., b. 1:2 Aug., 1702; m., 1st, Elizabeth Gillet., Kingsville,
0., 1830; 2d, Delphia Harris, Florence, 0., 1833.
XATHA)l"IEL 5

(.J[oscs, 4 Capt}

l1.

174-7; m. Mary Durgin.

John, b. 10 Aug., 1778.
DAYID 5

(1\Ioses/ Capt.), h. 4 .July, 175-1;

IlL,

1st, l\Iary Little,

dau. of Enoch Little; 2d, Dorothy Lowell. lie built
and IiYed in the parsonage on Boscawen Plain, moved
from thence to Bashan, to the farm now owned by
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Azro S. Bmba.nk, thence to the house now oecupiecl
l>y FrieiHl L. Burbank, thence to '' Schootlic," in\\.,. arner, where he d.
Children of ::\Iary :
Sarah, b. a Feb .. 1779; m . .Mo£>es Smith, Salisbury.
b. ~0 1\larch, 1780; d. 18 Jnly, ltHii.
Abraham, b. ]() i\ov .. 1781; cl. 1-! .TalL, 1856.
Elie:::e r, b. 1 Jan .. 1785 ; m. Drusilla Flanders, of B.
Little, b. j Feb., 17o7; <-1. 17 Nov .. 1870.

~·luigail,

Jesse, b. 1:3 .Jnue, 17!)0; d. in U. S. Xavy.
Enoch, b. ~U ,July, 17!):); moved to ::\licltigan.
Judith, L. 10 Jnly, 17!.18: n;. Bellj. Carter, of D.

Children of Dorothy :
Jiicah, m. ::\lary Eastman.
Jfary, m. True Jones.
\YELLS 5 (~Ioses,4

Capt.), b. 1756.

Jfoll!J, b. 2 Sept., 1784.
JJ,e~SC!J, b. 2U.,F~L., 17~~·~
Ell e::er, b. l·J .No\' ., ltotj.
~-\..Br.AHA~1 6

(Da.Yi<-P) Ill., 1st, :Mary Call: 2d, rolly, dan. of Benj.
Jackman, of B. [SL'e Biog. J

Children of :Mary :
Friend Little, b. 20 ,June, ISOG.
Joanna Call, b. 5 March. ISUS; d. 1!1 Feb., 18-!.:3.
Jlfary Little, b. lG Nov., 180!); m. \Voodman .Jackman, of D.
Sophronia Gerrish, L. :.!5 Aug., 181:2; d . 22 Feb., 18±7.
Jndith Call, b. 2 ~ov., 1t;15; m. ,J. Warren Jackman; d. ::!1 ;\ov.,
1847.

Children of Polly :
George TVa shington. b. :?9 .June, 1819; d. 1G ~lay, 1873.
Dauid Emory, b. 16 .!\Jay, 18::!2.
Di!field Plumm er, b. 1 ::\£arch, 1824; d. in Cal., 1860.
Abraham Pettingill, b. 2 Xov., 1823; m. Augusta Hunn els, of D.:
resides in Cal.
Azro Sh eri1lan , b. 29 Aug., 1827.
E::ekiel Tl'"ehste1·, b. 1() June, 1829; m .. ht, ::\Iart.ha A. Pilli'Lnry.
of B. ; 2d, Emelie Hunkins, or Sanbornton; YOinllteer 16th
N. H. Reg~t; d. on the l\lissi;:;sippi. 18(n.
Amanda Jan e, h. 11 ,June, 1831; n1. Horatio N. "\Yebber, of B.

Capt. (DaYiu, 5 nioses, 4 Capt.) 111 .•Judith c., uau. of ,J o::;hna
Jackman. [See Biog.J
Lucretia Little, b. 13 April, 1819; d. 12 Dec., 1838.
Jiannah Frmner, b. 27 Sept., 1821: d. 1!) Feu., 1842.
Emulou.~ lVarren, b. 20 Nov., 1825.
Calm'n ~lforris, b. 16 Jnue, 1802; d. 1\lay, 1866.

LITTLE, 6
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FniEND LrTTLE7 (Abraham, 6 David 5) m. Dorothy Ja,ckman, of B.
[See Biog.J
Luc1·etia Little, b. ~1 ~lay, 18±0; d. 10 Ang., 18Gl.
William TVirt, b. 1:3 Sept., 1842 .
.Joanna Cloug!t, b. :!~ J nne, 1tlJG; d. 23 Dec., 1848.
Irvin AlJram, b. IS April, 1854.
Almon Friend, b. 17 Oct.~ I 857.

DAVID E. 7 (Abmham,r, DaYicP) m. l\Iary Elliot, of Ca11terbury;
r esides at Norwich,Vt.; Lieut. l()th N.H. Yoluntee rs.
[See Biog.J
Alma J.l l., b. 1 Jan., 18-!7; m. ·william 'Valton, Phila.
Emily. h. 2:3 Sept., 1818; Ill. Wm. T. Strout, Manchester~ ~-H .
.Ann .M .. b. 24 .:\lay, 1850.

TVinfielrl.">'., b. 27 :Jan.,I862; d.1:3 Feb., I8fl2.
Charles E., b. lD .Jan., I856; d. 10 Nov., I857.
William E., b. 10 Jnne, 1860.
A{(red P., b. 26 Feb., 1SG:3; d. IS l\Iay, 1877.
Cum E., b. 8 Nov., 18G4.

Azno SHEmDAX 7 (Abmham, 6 DaYi(l5) m. Em eline S. Burpee, nf
B.; resides in \Vebster.
Ccm·ie J.l lawl, b. G Jan., 1865.
Ejfa .·ldell, b. 28 April, 186!).
E ~ruLous

\V.i (LittlL·, 6 DavicP) m . l\Iary A. Runn els; re~itles in
Lawrence, l\Iass .
.Alvin II., b. 30 ,July, 1831; m. _Ella Hnstus, of Lawrence, }\lass.
Anna Au_qusta, h. 1!) Oct., I86I; d. G Dec., loGl.
Ern est Wilc ox, b. 20 Oct., I 86:3.

CALYI.:'f J\IorrRisi (Little/ D:wicP) m. Louisa Xichols. [S ee Diog.J
Louisa .1Yichols, b. 20 June, I85G.

\VILLIAl\1 \VmT 8 (Friend L., 6 Abraluun 7) m. Ellen l\I. Dow, of
Concord.
Ellen Lucretia, b. 12 June, 1867.
Sarah Chandler, b. 2 June, ISG!).
Alice .:.llauel, b.4 June, 1871.

BURPEE.
Compiled by Augustus llm·pee, of New Hampton.

J EREIVIIAII/ l,. in Candia, 1748 ; m. Elizabeth, chu. of - - :Jiax:field; settled first in Sandwich, afterwards in Epping;
moved to B., 1792, on to a farm since ownetl by Solomon Arey. He was a brickmakcr hy trade.
Detsey, d. young.
Jeremiah, b. 1781.
J.Yathaniel, b. 1783.
Betsey.

·180
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Eliphalct, d. at French l\Iills, Ca.
EsthC7', m .•John Jackman; d. G Dec., 180().
1llartha, m. Caleb Jackman .

.J ERElVIIAH 2 (J eremiah 1) m. Nancy \Yells, of Loudon, 1804; settletl near the "Gulf," on the turnpike, where he carried on the pottery and brick-making business until
his death, 16 N m"., 1862. His wife was thrown from
the Gulf bridge and killed, 27 Dec., 1817. He m., 2d,
Sally D., dau. of \ Villiam Gi1l, 28 April, 1818.
Children of Nancy :
Eliza, b. 4 Feb., 180;); m .•John Knowlton.
Jurlith lV., b. 8 1\larcll, 1807; m. lteubcn Good\'r-in, of Concord.
Joshua JV., b. 28 April. I SOD; m. ;'\lary Arm ·webster, of Salisbury, 1 .Tan., 183:3; u. 2:3 Dec., JS:39.
Le1Dis, b. 1811; d. 1U Nov., 181;3.
Augustus, b. 12 .Jnly, 1812; n1. Sarah, dan. of Benjamin Robinson,
of New Hampton, 25 Sept., 18:>7, where they now r eside.
Member of the legislatme. 1875. Three children.
Roxa, b. 3 Feb .. 1815; m. James II. Peabody, of 1\ldhuen, 1\rass.
:MaryS., b. 9 Feb., 1817; m. Hiram Simpson, 2± March, 1836.

Children of Sally :
Tlrclls, b. 2D Dec., 1818; d. 22 Feb., 1819.
Ruth, b. 4 .T uly, JS20; d. 10 Dec., 18;3:3.
Samuel G .. b. 3 Aug., 18:.!2; m. Betsey E. Patch.
Je1·emiah, b. 20 July, lbU; m. Ann E. Reed.
Sally .Ann., b. 15 Oct., 18:!7; m. Levi Carter, ID Dec., 1860; d. 6
Ang., 156G.
James G., b. 3 .Tuue, 1830; m. Hebecca E. Jackson, 6 1\farch, 1863;
d. 27 .July, 1876.
John G., b. 1 Aug., 1832: d. 15 March, 1850.
Grace Ann, b. 28 Feb., 1835; d. 1840.
Infant., b. and d. Nov .. 1836.
DaniellVebstc1·, b. 8June, 1838: d.1839.
Jllartha J., b. 4 Oct., 1841; m. Geo. L. Raymond, 14 Dec., lSGl.

b. 27 Feb., 1782; m. Catharine Griffin, of Deerfield, 1803; moved to Cambridge, l\'Iass., in 1825; d.
there 4 Aug., 1868.

.KATHANIEL/

Thomas G., b. 16 Oct., 1805; tl. 22 April, 1807.
Josep h E., b. 1 Feb., 1807; m. Belinda Woodbury, 8 Jan., 1835.
Fanny G., b. 17 Nov., l t\09; d. 1\farch, 1877.
Natha niel, b. 21 April, 1812; d. 10 Oct., 1836.
Eliphalet, b. 25 Feb., 181±; m. J ane Masterman.
Catharin e, b. 23 Feb., 1817; d. 14 Feb., 1819.
Sully G., b. 11\larch, JS1D; d. 5 No\·., 182:2.
Samuel lV., b. 8 April, 18:21; d. 4 June, 1876.
JJia rtha T. J., b. 1D Sept., 1823.
Abigail G., b. 6 July, 1827
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BUTLER..
lawyer, d escende1l from the first settlers of Pelham ,
was born in that town 22 Feb., 1824-; rccoive<l his et1ucation at the common Rchouls in his nati,·e town,
at rinkerton aca(lemy, in Deny, alHl at PPmbroke
academy; stn<li ed law at the law sdwol at 1 farnLl·tl
Univcrsit,Y, and in the office of 1 fon. Asa Fowlr>r, i11
Con~onl; was admitte1l to the Menimack county har
in ~brch. 184-8, and soon after (:omrnenced the business of his pr()fcssion in D. Ir e marrie<l .:\Iary "Jbgoon, 1lan. of R.iehard Gage, 14 ~ov., 18-!~) Jn )fu,·.,
18:52, h e was appoiutc~<l ch'rk of the Buperior Comt of
Juclicatur~, and Court of Common Pleas for tl1e coniity of Menimac·k, succeeding l-Ion. N . D. Baker, and
move<l to Concord, wh ere he re8ided and held s~ti1l
clerkship until 18GO, when h e returned to H. andresumed the practice of law. In :M arch, J8G2, he wa:;
elected a county eomm issioncr, antl he1tl that offi<~e
until April, 18GS. Upon the d!'ceasc of Ilon. J.D.
Sleeper, h e \\·a:,; reiippointe1l clerk of the cunrb for
l~Ierrimack eonnty, and held that office OJW .P·a r.
In
1869 an<l 1810 he representeLl the town of B. in till~
legislature. Dnriug the late war he was a.gent of thu
town to fnmish its qnota of soldiPrs and attend to tlw
financial affairs connede1l therewith. He a1:so ~erYell
in the capacity of se l ec~tman anLl town treasurer f'en·ll
yean.:. ,July :?5th, 187G. he was appoint e< l juclge of
probate for the connty of :i\Ienimack, which ufficc lw
no\v holds.
Charles Nehemiah. b. ~(j April, 18.):1.
tiem·ge Gct(!P, b. 311\[arch. 18fi1; cl. 27 .Tuly. 18;)1.
:-iu.~an Olice, h. 17 .June. 18.)5; d. 5 Aug., 183ti .
.To!tn Ga;Je. b. I Dec., 18.)G.
Benjamin Franklin. b. :30 Oct., 18.JS.
Calvin Oage, b. 8 FtllJ., 18G.).

NEIIE:\IIAII,

BUXTO~.
ED\VARD,

p~t"tor

Con g. chnrd1, \VeLster; b. in N e\V Boston
[see Biog.J; In, 1st. Elizabeth l\fcFarland; uf Con-

REY,

L.:onl; 2t1, Lois .Trwett, of I.1aeonia; :}1,
Frances [Dix J Pilblniry, of B.

:Mr~.

Louise

Chihlren of Elizabeth:
Elizabeth JlfcFarlanrl, h. 2 April, 18:3!). Preceptrcss Female Academy, Zanesville, 0.
Er/lcanl, b. 2;) ~lay , 18:11; d. G Dec., 18!4.
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CARTER.
The Carter family of Boscawen descended from
Tno::~L~s 1

and 3Iary Oa,rter, who "·ere among the early settlers of
SalislJury, J\Iass.

,JnHx, 2 lJ. 18 :Jlay, 1G30; m. l\Iarthn, - - - .
THOl\IA~, 3

lJ. 0 :Jiarch, 1G83; m. Ann - - - .

TnoiiiA.s, 4 b. 20 Oct., 1707; m. ,Jncb, b. 1714, \Yho d. 13 Jan.,
17G1. lie went first to South Hampton, thence to
H. Children recon1et1 :
Winthrop, b.173G; d. 8.June,1808.
Jesse, b. 2D Oct., 17;30. "When D years old, was killed while playing upon a Ririe hill, by a stump rolling over llim.'' [Price's
Hist. BoRcawen.J
Dacitl, h. 3 .Tan., 17f,:t ''Supposed to have been killed by the kick
of a horse, an(l his \Yagon wheel passing over his body."

[IU.J
],eri.
41nue, m. 'Villiam Corser, who, with his son, was drowi1ed in Great
Panel.

Lieut. (Thomas, 4 Thomas, 3 John~), m. Susanna, dan.
of .r oseph and Dorothy Eastman. 1 I 37. SlH' d. ~)
Jlan~h, 18::?S.
Lieut. Carter held various offices of
trust, was a large landholder in Boscawen and Canterbury. licensed as inn-keeper 12 Ckt., 1700, kept taYPl'll in house now occupie(l by N. S. \Yebster, tht•
front part of \Yhich he built, alH1 planted the elm
:-;tanding near .

\YIXTHHOP, 5

.Tessf!, 1. 17 Aug., 17.)8; tl. 17 Aug., 18~8.

Daniel, b. I D Dec., 17.59; d. 4: 1\lareh, 18-±0.
JYrztl111n, b: G April. 1761 ; d. 25 Sept., 18±0.
Dorothy, b. J7G~; m. Josiah EaRtlllan, Draclford, Yt.
Jeremiah, b. ~G April, 1764; m. Hannah Gerrish, ~7 ::\lay, 17D.J; d.

28.Tuly, 1801.
.Judith, h. 176G: d. 178.3.
:·.:umh. b. G ApnL 17G!:l; m .•Joshua ,Jackman; d. 12 :\lay, 17DG.
Ilumphrcy. b. 1771; went from home aml nPver heard from .
.J.l [m·.'f, b. 7 ::\Iay, 177:3; m .•John Gill: d. ::?7 ::\Tarch. 183!).
JJetsey. m. Abner FlanderR, \Varner; d. at Hyde Park, Yt.
1\'aomi, b. D April. 1780; m. Caleb Pntney: d. 1::? Ang., 18.)::?.
Susanna, b. 2;) May, 178::?; m. David Elliott; d. !.? Feb., 18.)0.
DAXIEL,G

Lieut. (\Yinthrop,O Thomas 4), enlisted at 1G; serYed under Gens. Stark and SHlliYan; was at the 1Jatt1es of
Ben]]ington, Sti1hmter, Bemis Heights, and Saratoga;
was woumled in R. I. l\Iarried :Po1h' Atkinson, 13
April, 1784. She d. 25 Sept., 1854. ·
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Daniel, b. 1G ~larch, 178.J; t1. 10 Sept., 1S7:J.
::w Jan. , 1787 ; 111. .J ohn 0=-b ome, Londo n, so n of Jacob
allll Abigail O.,;Lol'lle. ~1 .;\lay. 181G; u. 1G Sov., 18.JG.
Sall!J, b. :!.7 April, liDO; d. 7 Sept . , 1870.

Jlur_~;, b.

X .-\.TIL-\.X 6

(\Yinthrop / Thomas 4 ) kept tanc>rn at the place nO\\'
occ upied b,r C. C. Hall ; m. ~arah Farnum, \rest Conco rd.

Judith, h. l.'i Dec., 1787; m .•Tohn French; d. 1:3 .Jan., 1871.
Jlns r>s . b. (j .\.ng., 179!1 ; d. :~() .;\lay. 18.)1.
.fnl111. h. 10 Dec., 17~7; d .•J llllP, 1Si)O.
.Tt·rnniah, IJ. ~() Feb .. 1SO:J; d. Jf) i\ U\' .. Hill.
X rt/1, 1111. h. ·1 F e b. , 1807 ; d. 1G F e b .. 187:') .
.P.\.XIEL 7

(l}m it>l,6 ]_.it' n t., \\Tintln·op 5) m.

::\Ir~.

;;lall,r Flint.

El!Jr irlge r ;, . L. -1 Dec., 1 SO~ .

•fmr'-.' 1 (Xat!Jan, 6 \Yiu t hrnu 5) m. Lydia fiill; liYetl in

Can te rl_~nry.

JJ,·urlbury U. , b. 3 Feb., 1827; m. AsL'Ilath Spiller, Concord; re side s
there.
l.uther, b . :2-! Aug., 1 S ~!) .
.lnl111. h. :!..i ~larch, 18:3:2; u. :2.) Au g., 18:]:3 .
.ful1n . I•. 1;) .:\larch, 1 8:1 L
Sllmh It .. b.-! O ct., 1 8:~8: :2d wife nf n.olu·rt (;. 1\I oni so n, Concon1.
ll'illia111. b. :20 Dec., 1 8-!~ ; m. :~\latti e C. Wheeler, Canterbnry .
• f t·: I:E:\I IAII 7

(Xatlw.n, G\\Tinthrop 5) lin·ll at Nt>wlmryport; m., 1st,
\\,..o otl ma n; :?tl, :i\Iary X. Yomtg.

~ally

Ch il;lt-t>"l nf Sally :
W i/liri/Jr !!., h. -} Ot.:t, 18:28 .
.!eremirth. !1. ~ 1\lareh, 1830 : d. in l\"ewLuryport.
,....,'l•r-rnwu .!., h. :2.) Oct .. 18:!1 .
•Yatl.cu1, h ..i .Tan., 1 8:1:~; m. L ucy G raft on ; r esid es in Stanwall
E:tst. Australia.
Surah C .. h.~ Oct., 1S:H; m. - - - ; resiu es in Lynn , }lass.; d.

D Xov., l SGO .
.T()lill S .. b.:!..) Feb., 18:}6; m. Annie \Y. Haske ll, Gloucest er, l\lass.:
r•·sidei' there.
!.11 r!J W., b. 11lay, JS:38; m. l\lo:;c:s lhvi s, Xewburyport; resides
in Lynn, ~las;: .

( 'ltilth·l·n of

~Iary:

1'., II. :2(1 .Tan .. 18-! I.
E llen J .. l1. 00 .Jun e, 18-:1:2; m. Cah·in ida1·den, X ewburyport , r ef'icles in C:lllt on, ~Ias<:.
r: ef)rqia11nu, b. :) D ec . . J S-!:3; resides in ~ e wburyport.
ll'uller l. b. :21 ::\lay, 18 1;); d. in infancy.

J.>ic.l,onl

X Y:'IIAX 7

(Xathan, 6 " Tinthrop 5) re:;itlc(l at Xowlmryport 20 ynar,:;;
\\'a:; comlndor N ewb nryport & Georgetown lbilroatl;
uniYersally heloY e<l a111l rel:lpcch•d; m. ::\[ary A. Pear:;on.
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Jfary A., b., 11 .Nov., 183:2; m. Charles A. Todd; resides in
Lynn, ~lass.
Sarah E., b. 2 April, 183-!; m. John T. Burrill; resides in Newburyport.
Nathan P., b. 27 April, 1836.
Caroline E., b. 29 .Tan., 18:38; m. Charles C. Stockman; resides in
Newburyport.
Lydia P., b. 4 Nov., 1841; m. Albert ,J . ..:Hkinson; resides in
Newburyport.
Ellen .J., h. 2 Ont., 18-!G; fl. 19 Aug., 18-!8.
Edward T., b. 17 Oct., 18-!8.
ELBRIDGE

G., 8 (DanieJ.7 Danie],6 Lient.) agent for U. S. & Canalb Express, Concord, for nwn~' ~-pars; resides at
Conconl; m. Sarah S. IIook, Concord.

Jlary 0 ., b. 10 Dec, l8:3G; m. L. E. 'rarreJJ, Littl eton, l\l:ls,:.,
Professor of :\Iathematics, Colby University, 'VatctTille,
Me.
George TJT., b. 18 .July, 1842.
LuTHEI~ 8

(.John,' X athan 6)
sides tlwre.

m.

::\hry A. Coffin, X ewb m·~·port; rP·

Jlory C., b. 1 Dec, 18;');).
Lilli11n F., h. 1:2 )lay, I ti.SS.
Luther E., b. 1 ~lay, 1863; d. 1 Aug., 186.) .

.Jonx 8 (John/ Xat1ntn 6) m .•Julia F. Bryant. llhdrid,

~Ie.

Fran!.: L., b. 14 Feb .. lSGO .
.J. W esley, h. 20 .April, 1SG-!.
J ennie E., h. 20 Oct., 1ti7 -f.
\YrLLIATII

I-I.,S (.Jeremiah, 7 :Nathan 6)

111.

Ann

,Y. Xowell,

xl'\\'-

1ur.rport.
l:eorge TV., b. 17 Ang., 18.)5.
John. h. 27 Oct., 18G5.
Geor;1ianna, b. 5 .July, 187 -!.
SHER:\IAX

.J. 8 (•T erem iah~' )fathan 6) m. Emma A. Do\\-; rc:->itle::; in
Gloucester,

~lass.

Sliennrm. b. ~6 April, 1831.
Jolin D., h. ;J .Jnly, 18.)G.
F'red 0 .. b. 28 Sept .. 18GO.
Emma F . •1., b. 16 Sept., 1SG3.

T. 8 (.T eremiah. 7 Na.t1mn 6) 111. Ann ette ,Johnson, Elb"\Yorth ; resides \Y est Thornton.
Jlury A., b. 2!) .Jnne, 1871.
XATIIAX P. 8 (Xathan, 7 :Nathan 6) Ill. Caroline nice) Boston; resides in Brooklyn, X. Y.
IUC'IIAR D

Bertie, b. 12 Nov., 1866. at St. Lonis: d. in infancy.
Ilottie S., h. 1:2 .July, 1Sfi8, at St.. Louis.
Eu.'rn e J., b. 25 Oct., 1871, at Astoria, X. Y.
Willie ~Y., b. 2:3 ~larch, 1576, at Brooklyn,~- Y.
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CH.AD\VICK.
Cn.ARLES was b. in Englaml, 1;'J!)G; came to Am erica in 1G30;
settlell at \Vatertowu. 'The Chadwicks of D. are
without dou1t hi s descendants.
Eu::\I U.:'{D 1 lind in Bmdfonl, l\Iass. His chiltlren wen•,~lbi!Jail, Jam es, Samuel,

JIHr!J,

Sarah, Jrilliam, E hene:.:er, Dorothy.

Eli:.:abeth .

•r.Dms, 2 b. 1± Dec., 1724- ; m. 1\Iary 'Thun;ton.
Ilannah, b. :.!2 Julle, 17G~; m .•Jonathan Blanchanl. of C'anterbnry.
Edmund, h. ~ Aprill 17;)-l; 111. :-)n;;auua Atk in ~un ; dea. of the
cbmch in B.; d. 20 Aug., 181U.
ED::\IU.:'{D, 3

1. 2 April, 17;)4-; m. Susanna Atkinson.

Samu el, b. :!.7 .:\lay, 17tl l; 111. Sarah l\Iorrill, of Ca11terbury; lived
on " rater :-;t.
•
.Tames, b. l .Jn11e, 178~, m. Betsev )Iorrill, of B.
lfannalt, b. 15 March. 178-!; m ••Tame:-; " ' a t f-;0 11. of B.
Joseph, b. 19 Jnly. 1787; m., 1st, .Jmlith )fonill. of B.: 'l.cl, Ennice
Bliss, of Lebanon. He was a clock-make1·, lived in hou.-e
north of academy, gave the la!ld for t!Jat edifice. His shop
stooll on spot now occnpie<l by P.O .. an(l it i;: nnw sta llding on the opposite f;i<le of the st1·eet. Di ed in B.
J[arff, b. ~ Oct., 1791 ; 111. Silas Call, of B.
Cyru::;, b.l Oct., 18ll0; Ill. Eliza A. Nichols; mo\·edto Ohio; ll. in
.Newark, 10 l\Iay, 1870.
~-LuruEr}

(EtlmuncP), l1. :37 1\Iny, 1780; m. Sarah l\Ivrrill, of Can-

t crhury.
Susan, b. lG )Iay, 180-±; 111. Bitfi el(I Plnmm<'J'.
CarolinP, b. 17 Dec., 1803; 111. 1st, II. Foster, of Canterbury;
m rwed to 0.; 2d, - - - Barro\vs.
Laban Jforrill, b. 13 )lay, 18'.7; m. Eliza Hale, of Franklin: lins
011 "'ater st.
Erlmwul Smith, 10 )Iar., J80D; m., 1st, Elizabeth Sanborn, of
Kingston; 2d, Emily Sanborn (sister). Published X. ll.
Ovsercer at Couconl; snbseqne utly a trader in Concord;
now living at Beloit, Wis.
A lbcrt Galatin, b., 8 K o\·., 18 10; m. H elen lllart.in; learned printing; puhlished Spirt:l of ln']uir!J at Conconl ; estab li sh~ tl
Calerloninn at St. Johnsbury, Vt.; d. St. Johusbury, G
.Aug., 1SG:3.
Jeremiah Clough, b.-± July. 181::!; m., ht, Ahhy Cate, of Korthiield; 2d. - . - - Pillsl.mry, of B.; learned printing; resides on \Vater st.
Petel' Jlon·ill, b. 24 ApriL 181.); m. ::\Iary Hanson~ of "rarner; resilled at Irasburg, Vt. ; lives in B.
J[aria, b. 4 ..i\farch, 1817; d. '27 .Juue, ISH:).
,'-J'arah Ann, b. 1.) Feb., 1821; m. Dr. Thomas Currie. of Xorthfield. practitioner in \Ycbstcr; now re:-;idi11g at Lebanon.
I.ouisa, b. 3 l\Iay, 182:.3; d. 5 .1\Iarch, 18-!6.
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J A:'IIES 1 (Et1mnmP), b. 1 June, 1782; m. Betsey l\:Iorrill.
Alonzo C., 10 Feb., 1810; m. ---Fitts, of Candia.
Louisa 111., 1:2 April, 1812; d. 13 April, 1813.
Cynthia, !) Dec.; d. in infancy.
Charles, 9 Sept., 1815; d. 5 April, 1816.
Charles Johnson, 11 Sept., 18:.H; m. 1st, Eliza J. l\Ioore, of London; 2d, l\Irs. Lucretia E. Chandler, dau. of Joseph
1\lorse, of B.; lives in B.

J OSEPH 4 (EchmmcP), b. 19 July, 1787;
2d, Eunice Bliss.

m., 1st, Betsey J\1:orrill ;

Crtloin .il l., lt. 15 .Tnly, 1813.
Eunice, 17 ,July, 18~2; m. - - - Iloyce.
Joseph.

CYnus 4 (Et1nnmcP), b. 1 Oct., 1800; cl. 10 J\hy, 1870.
1llary, 3 Sept., 1835; Charles, 20 Feb., 1837; Albert, 22 l\Iarch,
1839; 13!ron, 2-! April, 1810; Sarah A., 18 Sept., 18±3;living iu 0.

LABAN J\1. 5 (Samuel/ EdmuncP) b. 13 l\hy, 1807; m. Eliza Hale.
Hale, 3 Oct ., 1841.
John, 2-! April, 18-!3.
Harriet, 27 .April, 18-:1.5.
ALo~zo

C. 5 (James 4), h. 10 Feb., 1810; m. --Fitts of Candia;
lin's in La "Tence, :l\Iass.
Fitts H enry. b. 2-1: April, 18-!0; m. llattie B. \Vheaton, of Boston;
lives in Lawrence.
George Whitefield, 18 Nov., 185-!.

CHARLES J. 5 (.J ames 4), b.11 8ept., 1821; m., 1st, Eliza J. l\1oore;
:!ll, l\Irs. Lucretia Chandler (.l\Iorse).
Children of Eliza :
Cyrus TV., 23 .Tnne, 1851.
Emily JI., 26 Dec., 1855 ; d. '27 June, 1858.
Emma A., 7 July, 185!).
Elmer . J., }b 11 A
d .. f
Daughter,
·
ug.; · m 111 ancy.
FITTS HEXUY 6

(Alonzo 0. 5)

Julia E .. 22 Nov., 186!).
flem"!J ill., 1 .Aug., 1871.

111.

Hattie l\1. 'Vheaton.
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CHANDLER.
1

and his wife Annis vame from England, 1G37, and
settled in Roxbury.

TIIOl\IAS/

Capt., m. Hannah Brewer, of ..AmloYer, )\fass., and resided there.

'VILLIAl\1

Jon~}

Capt., m. Hannah ALbot, of Andover.

J onN/ Ensign, m. Hannah Frye, of AmloYer.
Jon~}

Capt., m. TaLiatha A.l)bot, of Convonl, N. H.
one of the original proprietors of that town.

He was

,T onx, 6 Capt., b. 1731 ; m. l\Iary Carter, of Concord.
John, b. 11 Dec., 1752; m. Naomi, clan. of Ephraim Farnum, of
Coucord; d. 24 Jan., 1825.
Nathan, b. 28 April, 17.:J.f; m. Susan Ambrose, of Concord; d. 13
April, 1781.
Isaac, b. 18 April, 1758; m. 1\Iary, dan. of Capt. Peter Kimball, of
D. lie served in Ticonderoga campaign, 1777, was colonel
21stRegt.; owneJ. the farm now owned bysom; of 'Vm. H.
Gage, E:->q. lie was universall.v e::;teemed. Died, 1826.
Jeremiah, b. 176±; m. Judith, dan. of Ephraim Farnum, of Concord; re~icled in house now occupied by John C. Gage;
moved to Lovell, 1\Ie., where he d. 12 Feb., 18:W. lie had
two children.

JoHN, 7 Capt. (.John, 6 Capt.), L. 11 Dec., 1752; m. Naomi Farnum.
John, b. 2.:5 Oct., 1780; m. Priscilla, dau. of Capt. Peter Kimball,
of B.; physician; d. G 1\Iarch, 1859.
1Yathan, b. 15 April. 1782; 111. J auc, dau. of Nathaniel Ilolfe; d. 1
April, 1835.
Epln·aim F., b. 4 Sept., 178±; m. Tabiatha, dau. of Theophilus
Currier, of 'Varner; d. 12 }.larch, 18:37.
J.lfary, b. 3 Sept., 1786; m. Jonathan Eastman, of East Concord;
d. 27 Feb., 1872.
Susamwh F., b. 7 Dec., 1788; m. Richard Gage.
Judith II., b. 19 March. 1793; m. lteuben .Johnson, of B. A
'voman of rare worth. Died 8 NoY .. 1843.
Rhoda C., m. Josephus Chandler; resides west.
~ron~}

Dr., b. 25 Oct., 1780; m. Priscilla Kimball; gra<l. D. C.,
180:); practised nwdici11e in H ebron, Methuen, Pembroke, Loudon, aml :North Fryeburg. He d. of apoplexy, in Goff::;town, G ~larch, 1839.

Roxanna , b. 1808; J.. in infancy.
Priscilla, b. 27 Sept., 1809; m ..Tohn S. Drake, of Chichester.
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Samlt K., b. 1811 ; d. in Loudon, 1832.
Jolin S .• b. 1813; d.1816.
Isaac TV.. b. 1815; m., 1st. Fanny Crowell, of Newark, N. J.; 2d,
Joanna Hinds, of Chichester; re::;iues in Ep,;om. Child of
Fanny. Eddie, b. 1861; child of Joanna, TVillie.
Jfary Ann, b. 18 Dec., 1817; m. Samuel C. Evans, of Fryeburg,
l\Ie.
John B. TV., b. 30 July, 1820; m., 1st, Elizabeth Godfr<>y. of Manchest.ei"; 2d, Lucretia, dau. of Joseph ~1orse, of \Vebster ;
cl. 1865.
Peter Kimball, b. 4 .July, 1823; m. Maria E. Harville, of Dedforcl;
resides in J\Ianche,ter; dea. 1st Con g-. church.
George P., b. 12 .l\larch, 1826; d. ] 3 June, 1827.
x_-\.THAN 8

(John7), b.15 April, 1782; m ..Jane Rolfe. Tie resided
in B. ; built the house uow occupied by the widow of
Ephraim PlummEr ; was sPlectmau 1812, '13, '16. In
1 ~ 2!) he moved to Concor<l, settling near the present
railroad station; d. 1 April: 1835.

Abial Rolfe, b. 26 Ang .. 1805; m. Eliza J. iiiorrison, of B; resides
in Lawrence. [See Biog.J
Jurlitlt Trall.·er, b. 5 Aug., lSOi; m. Enoch H. Dow, of Concord .
.Numni Farnum, b. 5 Dec., 180!J; m. Asa Il. l\lorrill, of Fisherville.
Nathan, b. 12 Jl111e, 1812; m. Louisa\'{. Ferrin, of Concord; resides
on homeste:ui; was representative 1874, '75.
Harriet, b. 10 .July, 1815.
Snmh B., b. 10 Ang., 1817; d. 16 Ft>b., 18-±1.
TTrilliam P., b. 27 Oct., 18~o; m. Sarah E. Kimball, of Orange;
civil engineer; lives in Ill.; was the first to develop the
extensi\'e coal mines of Dam·iile, in that state. Entered
U. S. army; was Lieut. Col. :35th Ill. Reg't; commanued
it two year~; p:trticipated in the battles of Pea Ricl~e,
Corinth, Perryville, Stone Uiver, Chickamauga, l\Iission
Iliuge, and others; was twice taken prisoner.
EPHRAE\I

F., h. 4 Sept., 1784; m. Tahiatha, dan. of Theophi1us
Currier, of \Varner; lived in B.; cl. 12 l\Iarch, 1837.

Philip J., b. 21 Oct., 181 !: went to sea when 18; never heard from.
Sarah C., h. 19 June, 1816; m. Luke Eastman.
Jonatltan Eastman .

b.20 Aug., 1800; m. Eliza J.
[See Biog. J

.AnrAL RoLFE 9 (~athan, 8 John 7),

1\Iorrison.

Ilem·y TValker, b. 2 Ang., 1830; d. 15 Ang., 18.50.
Kate Frances, b. 4 Dec., 18:31 ; m. W. A. Kimball, of Lawrence,
l\lass.
Annie Rebecca, b. 11 April, 1837.
NATHAN 9

(Nathan, 8 John 7), h. 12 June, 1812; m. Lovisa \Y.
Fenin.
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Edward 1Vebster, b. 11 Dt>c., 1811; m. Frances Ferrin, of Concord;
resides in Minonk, Ill.; three childreu.
Snralt B., b. 15 ,J uue, 18-!;J; 111 ••Janws L. Gerrish, of 'Vebster.
Frederic G., b. 3 I Dec., 1845; n1. l\Iary S. Abbott; resides at Fishervi lle.
William P., b. 30 Nov., 18-!9; m. Alice Boyce, of Fisherville; one
child.

JoHN \V. 9 [John, 8 Dr., Johu 7), h. 30 July, 1820, m., 1st, Elizabeth Godfrey; 2J, Lucretia 1\lorse.
Children of Elizabeth :
John Fmnklin, b. 18!6; m. Alice Fitz.
Sarah II., b. 18·! 7; d.-! Feb., 1876.
Emma, b.l8-!9; d.l8G7.
Hattie G., b. 185!; m. --Cotton; d. April, 1875.
TYiLLie Irving, b. 1853; d. 1854

J OSErnus CIIANDLEit, another branch of the Chandler family, of
Fryeburg, l\Ie., married Rhoda C., d,m. of Capt. John
Chandler, of B. They lived in Fryeburg, and moved
to Primro:;e, \Vis., where he d. 17 Feb., 18.39.
Catherine,~ b. 7 Sept., 1830; m. Charle::; Thompson; lives in "-is.
Caroline, Sb. 7 Sept., 18:3,1; f>nccessful school teacher in the 'Vest;
d. in 1\lonticello, la., 1870.
Joltn A., m. l\laria A. Grundy, of l\lonticello, Ia. Three children,Charles II., Elmer E., Catharine C.
George lV., soldier in 5th Wis. Heg't; fonght in battles of Army of
Potomac.
TVilliam Ilenry, engaged in mining in Montana.

CHOATE.
The first aucestor of the Choate family in this country (giYen
name unlmown), being pressed into the English uayy,
deserted from the man-of-war "Lion,'' while on the
American coast, and settled in Essex, 1\Iass. lie had
a son, IIum.pln·ey, there.
IluMPIIREY 2 ( Jeserter).
Tltoma.~, b. 1716, at Essex, l\lasR.; d. 17D8, at B.
Ilumpltrey (grandfather of Hon. Hufu;; Choate).

THOMAs 3 (Ilump1Hey 2): m. Dolly Proctor, of Essex, Mass.; was a
captain of Mass. militia under George II; came to B.
in 1788; settled on High street, where Samuel Choate
now resides.
Jacob, Thomas, Solomon, Susnn. 1lfiriam. llb·s. Lowe, Armer.
Benjamin, Col., b. 8 Sept .. l7GG; m. l\lehitable Plummer, of 13.; d.
7 April, 1839~ at Eufield.
Samuel, b. 18 March, 1769; d. 12 June, 1847.
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SAl\IUEL 4 (Thomas, 3 Capt., Hnmphrey2) m., 1st, Betsey Kimball;
2d, Nancy Jackman; 3d, :Mary Loomis, of Thetford,

Vt.
Child of Betsey :
Isaac C., b. 15 Aug., 1794; d. 6 Jan., 1860.

Children of Nancy:
Royal, b. 12 June, 1796.
Betsey, b. 9 Dec., 1797; d. 7 Jan., J82G .
.Anner, b. 13 April, 1800; m. Samuel Choate, Enfield.
Jl[m·ia, b. 12 Aug., ] 802; m. Thomas Choate, Enfield.
]{ancy, b. 22 Oct., 1804; m. Jonathan Currier, Candia.

Children of 1\'Iary :
;Vary, b. 1810; d. 7 Jan., 1827.
Sophia, d. 1818, aged 18 months.
Samuel, b. 1815; d. same year.

lsAAc 5 (Samuel/ Thomas, 3 Hnmphrey 2) m. Hannah Noyes, HebroiL
Samuel K., b. 5 Nov., 1820; m., 1st, ~Iartba Jane 'Valdron, of
Hopkinton; 2d, .Mary l\L ..Moore, of Calais, Me. ; lives in
Concord.
B etsey, b. 182±; d. 1826.

RoYAL 5 (Samne1, 4 Thomas/ Hnmphrey 2) m., 1st, Hannah Sawyer,
Salisbury; 2d, l\Irs. Eliza ~Iewrrs, Gilmanton.
Children of Hannah :
Da vidS., b. 28 Nov., 1827; d. 22 Feb., 1833.
Samuel, b. 2± Feb., 1830.
1Yan cy J. , b. 5 Nov., 1832; m. l\1oses C. Sanborn, Concord.

Children of Eliza :
Royal, b. 25 April, 1846; m. Nettie 'Yebster, :Manchester.
Lucy A., b. 3 Oct., 1849; m. John F. Colby.

SAl\IUEL 6 (Roya1, 5 SamueJ,4 Thomas 3) n1. Caroline l\I. Perkins,
Georgetown, l\fass.
llfary H., b. 20 July, 1863.
Lizzie JI., b. 10 Jan., 1865.
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COFFIN.
In the <: \Vorthies of D eYonshire," by Prince, the Coffin family
of l)ortl etlge is Rpokcn of as haYing occupied an estate ever since
the N urman coll<)llC.s t. Sir \Yilliam Coffin, of P ort ledge, was an
officer of high state in the reign of H enry VIII. The Coffins of
America are llescenda.nts of the P ortledge family.
PETEI~ CoFF I~, 1 of JJrixton, near Portledge, <.lied 1628. H iR widow,
Joanna 'l'hemb er Coffi n, with h er children, T'rist1·arn,
JIIw'!J, and Eunice, <.•migrated to Salisbury, l\fass., in
lGJ:!, settled in N ewb ur.r~ aml finally moved to Nantucket. S he d. in l\Iny, 1GG1, ageu 77. She was a
woman of remarkable' strength of character.
TmsTitA.:-.r 2 (Peter, of Brixton,), b. in England in 1609; m . Dionis
Ste,·ens, of Brixtoll ; came to Salisbury in 1G4:!, with
five children; mo,·ed to Haverhill, thence toN owbury,
1648, to Salis1ury again, 16.JJ. In 1659, with others,
he purchased nineteen twentieths of the island of
N antuckct, whither he r emoved in 1660, with several
of his chil<.lren. He d. there 2 Oct., 1681. H e had
nine children. His second son was Trist1·am.
TmsTnA::u 3 (Tristram/ Peter 1), b. in England in 1632; m. Judith
Greenleaf, of Newbury; was ancestor of all the Coffins ori ginating from Newbury. His last and tenth
child was Nathaniel.
NATHAXJEL 4 (Tristrnm, 3 Tristram, 2 P eter 1) , b. in Newbury, 22
:March, 1669; m. Sarah, widow of Henry D ole-name
before marriage, Sarah Brocklebank, of Rowley ; resided in the house erected by his father, and still
standing, 1878. H e had eight children.
John, b. 1 Jan., 169±; m. Judith Greenleaf, of Newbury ; d. 30
Sept., 1762.
Enoch, b . 7 Feb., 1G96.
Appltia, b. 9 J nne, 1678; d. 8 Oct., 1715.
Sam nel Brocklel)(mk, b. 24 Aug., 1700; a minister.
Jos eph~ Col., b. 30 Dec., 1702; grad. Harvard; clerk of proprietors
of Contoocook, 1733-1760; m. :Margaret Morse; d. 12
Sept., 177:3.
Jane, b. 1 Aug., 1705.
Edmund, Dr., b. 19 1\Iarch, liOS; J. 29 Jan., 1789.
llloses, b. 11 June, 1711; d. 22 Feb., 1793 .

.J OHN 5 (Nathaniel, 4 Tristram 3), b. 1 June, 16!)4; m. Judith Greenleaf.
Richanl, b. 22 Nov., 171 3 ; m. Abigail Hale; d. 9 March, 1773.
N atlwniel, L. 7 Sept., 1716; m. Patience Dole; d. in Portland, ia
17G6.

32
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Abigail, b. 8 Nov., 1718; m. Rev. Aaron ·whittemore, of Pembroke; d. 1 1 .;\lay, 1803 .
.Mary, b. 23 July, 1720; d. 25 Nov., 1737.
Peter, Capt., b.lll\lay, 1722; moved to Concord in 1766; to B.
in 17G8; m. ltebecca Ilazeltin r, of Chester; d. 15 Dec.,
1789. [See Biog.J
Apphia. b. 13 April, 17~-!; m. Ichabod .Jones.
William, b. 3 July, 1726; m. Sarah Hazeltine, of Chester; resided
in Concord, near present nurth school-house; d. 18 Oct.,
1815.
Snrnuel, b. 23 Nov., 1728; m. Anna Pettingill; d. 29 Jnne, 1818.
Judith, b. 3 Sept., 1732; d. 2 Nov., 17:37.
Sarah, b. 26 Sept., 173;5; d. 1 Nov., 1737.
PETER/

Capt. (John,S Nathanie1 4), h. 111\Iay, 1722; m. Rebecca
Haseltine. [See Biog. J

Peter, b. 29 April, 1770; d. 30 April, 1779.
Rebecca, b. 20 Oct., 1771; d. 17 .!\lay, 1787.
Joanna, b. 11 April, 1773; m. Dr. Eclmnnd Carleton, of Haverhill,
N.H.: d. about 183-!.
Abigail, b. 261\Iarch, 1775; d. at Haverhill, N.H., 28 Feb., 1836.
Thomas, Lieut., b. 15 .July, 1777; m., 1st. Hannah Kilburn; 2d,
Hannah Bartlet; d. 19 April, 18;)3.
]Ioses, Capt., b. 22 .Jnly, 1779; m. Susannah Farnum, of Concord:
d. 5 Sept., 1854.
Apphia, b. 8 Aug., 1791; m. Nehemiah Cogswell, of B.; d. 17 Dec.,
1839.
THOMAS/

Lient. (Peter, 6 Capt., ._Tohn 5), h. 1.:5 Jn1y, 1171; m.,
1st, Hannah Kilburn, dan. of Dea. Eliphalet Kilhnrn,
of B.; 2d, Hannah Bartlet, dan. of Dea. David Bartlet, of Campton, N. H., his cousin. He lived on
\Vater st., in the honse bnilt by his father, now owned
by 1\'Ir. Colby. He was elected selectman in 1810,
1811, representative in 1831. He was kind, geniaL
public-spirited, and universally respected. H e contributed liberally towards th e erection of the Congregational meeting-house in \Y ebs ter; was an early advocate of temperance in 18:31, abolishing artlent spirit:-:;
from his house, and refusing to make cider for sale.
He was foremost in the anti-slavery canse, and circulated petitions for the abolition of slavery in the territories, when there was a strong prejudice against
any interference with the institution. He was a, consistent member of the church, am1 gave liberally to
charitable objects.

Children of Hannah Kilburn :
Enoch, b. 20 April, 1808; d. 13 Oct., 1815.
John, b. 2 Sept., 1809; d. 9 Sept., 1809 .
.Apphia Cogswell, b. 6 Dec., 1810; m. Enoch Little, Jr., of B.

GENEALOGICAL-COFFIN.

493

1lfary Kilburn, b. 12 Nov., 1812; m. Edmund Carleton, Littleton,
N.H.
Frederick William, b. 28l\1ay, 1815; 1~. Harriet Choate, of Derry;
Col. 21st Re~'t; resides in Chicago.
Enoch, b. 5 1\Iarch, 1817; m. Emily Gerrish, dau. of Jacob Gerrish; resides in Beloit, Wis.
LiPonia,} b. 8 Aug., 181D; d. 6 Sept., 1820.
Elvira,
b. 8 Aug .. 181D; m. Nathan P. Ames; d. at 'Vest Creek,
Ind., Jan., 1861.
Charles Carleton, b. 2G July. 18~:3; m. Sallie R. Farmer, dau. of
Col. John Farmer. [See Biog.J

l\IosEs, 7 Capt. (Pete1·, 6 Capt., .Jolm 5), h. 22 .Jnly, 1770; m. Susannah Farnum, of Concord ; lived in house erected by
himself east of \Vater st., on road leading to Boscawen pla,in, now occupied J,y widow Farnum Coffin.
He was an energetic citizen, respected, and a consistent member of the Cong. church. Educated one of
his sons for the ministry. His wife, Susannah, d. 4
1\Iay, 1843. He d. lJ Sept., 1834:.
Rebecca, b. 13 March, 180-!; m. John Sanborn, of B.; d. Nov.,
1871.
Lucy Jane, b. 1805; m. Samuel Allen, of Reading, ~lass.
Peta, b. 2G .March, 1808; m. Ennice Couch, of ll.; lives in B.
Judith, b. 17 1\lay, 1810; d. June, 1842.
Famum, b. 13 .1\Iarch, 1813; m. Judith Gerrish, of Canterbury;
lived in B.; d. Sept.., 185G.
1Yehemiah Cogswell, Rev., b. 2± March, 1815; m. Susan Rust, of
'Volfeborongh ; d. in Sandusky, 0., D .Tan., 1868.
Susannah, b. 24 Nov., 1818; m. Enoch 1\Iorrill, of B., 24 Nov.,
18-!3.
Esther, b. 1821; m. Henry G-. Peach, of B.; d. Jnly, 18±3.

Col. ('rhomas, 7 Lieut., PetCl} Capt.), b. 28
1\Iay, 1815; m. Harriet Choate, of Derry; settled in B. ;
moved to Derry, _thence to Chicago; was captain of
Boscawen Light Infantry; colonel 21st Reg't.

FREDERICK \VrLLIAl\I, 8

TVm-ren Choate, b. 25 Feb., 184-!; m. Sarah Hanna, of Castile,
N.Y.
Harriet Newell, b. 25 Sept., 18-!G; d. at Beloit, "ris., 23 Feb.,
1861.
Henry Russell, b. 15 Aug., 1851; d. D Oct., 1870, at Chicago.
E~ocH 8

(Thomas, 7 Pete1} Capt.), b. 5 1\farch, 1817; m. Emily
Gerrish, of B. : lived on homestead : deacon of Cong.
church; moved to Beloit, \Vis., 1830.

Edwin Dwight, b. 12 Sept., 1813.
William Henry, b. 26 Feb., 18±9.
• Sarah Ames, b. g Jan., 1851.
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PETEH 8 (l\1oses,7 Capt., Peter, 6 Capt.), b. 26 l\Iarch, 1808; m.
Eunice Couch, of B. ; living in B.
Samh, b. 3 April, 1836; d. 1837.
George, b. 9 Dec., 1837; enlisted in 16th N. H. Volunteers, in
18G3; ordered to service under Gen. Banks, at New Orleans; d. of disease at Port Hudson.
Sarah E., b. 9 Dec., 1841.
Estha Peach, b. 15 Dec., 1843; m. G. 'V. Fisher; resides in B.

F ..u~N"Ul\1 (Moses/ Capt., Peter, 6 Capt.), b. 13 l\'Iarch, 1813; m.
8

Judith Gerrish, dau. of Joseph Gerrish, of Canterbury; resided on homestead; d. Sept., 1856.
John: b. 9 Jan .. 1846; m. Nellie Sleeper, of Bristol; resides in
Iowa; has two children.
Clara A., b. 18 Jan., 1850.
.Trtseph, } b. 1853; d. 6 June, 1858.
Henry,
b. 1853 ; resides in B.

XEHEl\IIAH CoGSWELL, 8 Rev. (l\Ioses,7 Capt., Peter, 6 Capt.), b. 24
1\iarch, 1815; grad. at Dartmouth, 1837; studied theology; m. Susan Rust, of \Volfeborough; preached at
Circleville, Piqua, and Sandusky, 0. ; d. at Sandusky,
Jan., 1865, respect ed and beloved. He was an earnest preacher and faithful pastor.
Ellen 1lf., b. 2 April, 1844; m. B. F. Stewart, of Hardwick, Vt.
John TV., b. 8 Feb., 18±6; d. April, 1846.
Lucy A., b. 5 Jan., 1849; d. 5 Dec., 1874.
H enry F., b. 1G Oct., 1850.
llfaty L., b. 20 Nov .. 1852.
Ilm-riet ]{., b. 15 Nov., 1861.
Elizabeth R., b. 20 Jan., 1864. The family resides at Marblehead,
Ohio.

\VAIWEN CHOATE9 (Frederick \V., 8 Col.), b. 25 Feb., 1844; rn.
Sarah Hanna ; resides in Chicago ; professor of music.
H enry Warren, b. 6 Jan., 1874; d. 2 Aug., 1874.
Frede1·ick York, b. 12 Dec., 1874.

JonN 9 (Farnum,S Moses 7), b. 9 Jan., 1846; m. Nellie Sleeper, of
Bristol; lives at Clear Lake, Iowa.
Lura, b. 25 March, 1873.
George Ifem·y, b. 10 Dec., 1875.

1\IosEs CoFFIN, another branch of the Coffin family of Newbury,
son of Joseph, b. in Newbury, 9 Sept., 1767. His
father d. when he was an infant. He was cared for
by his uncle Joseph (Col.), one of the original proprietors, and town-clerk of B. He was a tailor ; moved
to B. at the age of 21 ; settled on land now owned by
J abez Abbot; rn., 1st, Hannah Little, dau. of Enoch
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Little, first of the name in B.; 2cl, Ann \Vebster,
of Salisbury, N. H. He subsequently lived on the
place now owned by l\Irs. J\fary lVIorrill. He a. 3
Sept., 1843. He was for many years clerk of the
\V esterly Religious Society.
Children of Hannah :
Polly. b. 23 Ang., 179±; d. 14 Jan., 1813.
Judith, b. 22 Oct., 1795; d. Oct., 1825.

Children of Ann :
Joseph Hale, b. 11 July, 1815; m. Betsey Varney, of B.; resides in
Portland, l\le.
Jeremiah Webster, b. 8 1\farch, 1817; d. 22 Feb., 1842.
Frances Brown, b. 30 Oct., 1818; d. 30 Oct., 1825.

COGSWELL.
Compil ed by Alfred Little.

JoHN C. was b. of English parentage, in Essex, Mass., 28 Nov.,
1793. His father, Joseph Cogswell, moved to Derry,
N. H., with his family the following year. From
that place J olm C. removed and settled in B.,
1821, where he resided till his death, 14 Ja,n., 1841.
[See Biog.J Hem., 1st, Eliza vV. Kimball, Hanover,
13 Nov., 1821, who d. 25 Aug., 1832; 2d, Polly C.
Adams, Castine, l\Ie., who d. 3 June, 1836; 3d, Cynthia Knox, Pembroke, 3 Oct., 1837, who a. U June,
1848.
Children of Eliza :
Abigail C., b. 20 Aug., 1822; m., 1st, Enoch Gerrish, Canterbury,
7 ,Jan., 18±0 [see Gerrish gen.]; 2d, .John 0. \Vishard, St.
Bernice, Vcri11illion Co., Ind., 21 April, 1864.
Charle,~ E., b. 29 Jan., 182-!.
Harriette P., b. 15 April, 1827; m. James C. Taylor, Derry; d. 15
Nov., 1853.
Caroline P., b. 26 Aug., 1830; m. John Dickey, Londonderry.

Child of Cynthia :
John Cleveland, b. 2± 1\ln.rch, 1839.

CHARLES E. 2 (John C. 1) resides in Haverhill, Mass.; m., 1st,
Clarissa Campbell, \Vindham; 2d, Lydia A. Knowles,
Chester.
Children of Clarissa :
Clara E., b. 5 Dec., 1851; m. George ,V. Noyes, 'Vindham, 22
Feb., 1875.
:Mary A., b. 5 .July, 1806.
Charles R., b. 13 Feb., 1859.
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Children of Lydia :
Abby E., b. 11 July, 18G7; d. 8 March, 1868.
lllartha C., b. 20 July, 1871.
JOHN CLEYELAND 2 (John C. 1) resides in Haverhill, 1\1ass. ; m.
Jane A. Kenniston, of that city.
Lizzie C., b. 22 July, 1SGO.
Addie lJI., b. 14 Dec., 1862.
Edward P., b. 22 Sept., 1866.
Alice B., b. 22 April, 1870; d. 17 April, 1872.
Jane .il l., b. 22 March, 1877.
FRANCIS

resided on Corser hill; lawyer by profession; m. Elizabeth - - - ; moved to 1\1inn.

Sophia, b. 7 Jnne, 1822.
Amos, b. 29 Sept., 18:24. Before reaching his majority, with no
advantages except those furnished by the school on Corser
hill, he began the study of law with Franklin Pierce, of
Concord, and with Asa Fowler. Upon being admitted to
the bar he went to Michigan, where he supported himself
by teaching school, with an occasional case in the courts.
His first fee of five dollars he sent as a gift to his mother.
He began practice in Hebron, Ill. Engaged in political
speaking, in company with his cousin, .John 1Ventworth, of
Chicago, espousing the cause of the Democratic party.
Upon the election of Franklin Pierce to the Presidency he
was appointed examiner of pensions, which he held for a
short time only; returned to Ill.; practised law in 1Voodstock, and became editor of the 1Voodstock Republican;
moved to 1\Iinn., 1855; was elected delegate to the constitutional convention, member of the first honse of representatives, and elected speaker of that body, and has been
elected several times to the state senate. He resides at
Owatona.
Lydia C., b. 19 Jnne, 1827; d. 26 Dec., 1829.
George TV., b. 3 June, 1829.
Lydia B., b. 7 l\Iarch, 1832.
Frances Annette, b. 5 June, 183±.
Joseph, S., b. 29 Oct., 1836; went to California; engaged in mining for a short time; left the spade and taught school; return ed to N. H. in 1863; m. l\Iiss l\lary F. Darrah, of
Bedford. He entered the theological seminary, Bangor,
l\le., and graduated in 1868; moved to l\linn.; became pastor of the Cong. church, Zumbrota. 1\Irs. C. d. Nov.,
1868. Mr. C. was settled pastor of the Cong. church at
Holden, 1\Ie., and pastor of church at Strong, Me., 1873,
and 1Vest Auburn. 1874, where he is still engaged in
ministerial labor. Hem. Miss Ellen N. Hart, of Holden,
1870. He is a frequent contributor to the newspaper
and magazine press.
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CORSER.
Compiled by S.

n.

G. Corser.

JoHN/ the first of the name in B., was born, as is supposed,

in Scotland, ahont 1678. He was probably connected
with the family of \Villiam Conr:ser,* of Boston, who
came over in 1635, some of whose descendants, in the
female line (family of D. C. Colesworthy, bookseller
on Cornhill), still reside in that city. Emigrating to
t his country at an early age, he settled in Newbury,
1\Ia.ss., marrying Tal,itha Kenney, of that place, 8
J\Ia.rch, 1716 or 1717; removc-d to B. in the early settlement of th e town (the exact tlate is not known),
where he temlecl a saw-mill till disabled by a, terrible
accident (17-!5, says Price's History), whi~h deprived
him of sight; livea afterwards with his son .John on
Corser hill, where he d., at a very advanced age, in
the autumn of 1776. His wife is believed to haYe d.
in K ew bury, prior to l1is removal to B.
John. b. about 1718.
Natlt~n, m. Susan Danforth; no issue; d. in B. about 1800. His
widow d. in Thetford, Yt.
Tabitha, m. Peter Flood, of B.
Polly. m. Ezekiel Flanders, of Kingston, N. H.
Sarah, m. Samuel Davis, of B.
William, b. ahout 1730.
Hannah, m. John Bowley, of B.
J OHN 2 ( J ohn 1), h. about 1718; settled on a farm in Kingston;

Jiyed afterwards in Chester; lllO\red to n. in 1764,
Jocating on Corser hill, afterwards so called, where h e
cl. about 1791, aged 7:3. l\[arriecl, 1st, J ~me Nichols,
of Newbury, l\Iass. ; 2d, 1\fr::;. Hepsibuh Chuse, of
Dunbarton, 1789.

Children of Jane :
Thom as, b. 17 43.
Sarnuel, b. about 17 4G.

Jonathan, b. about 1747.
John, b. H l\Iay, 1751.
David, b. in Kingston, 27 Jan., 175-i.
Jane, b .•Tan., 1756; d. in l\lich., 2:3 Dec., 1836, aged 80; m., 1772,
Nathan Davis, of Conway; had 7 children.
*This mode of ~pelling the nam e i~ not uncommon in the earlier r ecords. The true
form, howe\•er (see d escription of family arms in English works of heraldry), is Corser, repr e~entetl originally by the Latin Cursor (fro m c1trro, to run), a Roman cognomen, and, at a later 1<tage, by the corresponding Italian form, Corsiere (by tran~lation,
Course I'), of which the name, as adopte<l by the reputed Italian founder of the family,
at Edinburgh, may be regarued as an abbreviation.
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1Villiam, b. about 1758.
Abbyneezer, b. about 1760; m., 1775, Lieut. Edward FitzGerald,
of B., who d. 11 Dec., 1817, aged 66. She d. 11 Oct.,
1836, aged 76; 15 children.
:Jfolly, b. in B., 24 May, 1765; m. Capt. SilaR Call: of B., 9 Feb.,
1785; d. 11 Oct., 1839, aged 74; 10 children.
\-VILLI.A.l\1 2

(John 1), b. about 1730; m. Anne Carter, of B.; was
drowned, with his son \Villiam, in Great pond, 1773.

A sa, b. 26 June, 1754.
1Villiam (or Jesse), b. 16 April, 1756; drowned in Great pond,
1773.
:Jfary, b. 4 Aug. 1750; d. 14 April, 1834, aged 7±; m., 1770, James
Uran, of B., who d. 18 Nov., 1845, aged 88; had 4 children.
Simeon, b. 10 July, 1763.
Judith, b. 20 ,Jan., 1766; m. Philander Carter, of Canterbury.
Anne, b. 21 Feb., 1771.

(.John/ John 1), 1). 1743; farmer; lived in B.; m., 1st,
Ann Dunlap, of Chester ; 2d, 1782, l\Irs. l\Iary Downing, of Kingston, who d. 6 l\hrch, 1840, aged 95;
served in the Ticonderoga campaign ; was drowned in
Long pond, 11 Dec., 1829, aged 86.
Children of Ann :

THOl\fAS 3

James, b. 12 Nov., 1764.
Polly, b. 24 Ang., 1766; m. John Fitz Gerald, 16 Nov., 1786; had
6 children.
Jane, b. 23 Oct., 1768; d. 13 Feb., 1821, aged 52; m. Davicl Call;
9 children.
Jonathan, b. 0 Nov., 1770; d. 30 Nov., 1821, agN1 51; m. Nancy
Badger, 311\Iay, 1792; children,-Jolm, Gilman,-a farmer
of Colebrook,-and 2 daughters.
Anna (or ]Yancy), b. 15 June, 1773; rn. ,Jonathan Downing, of B.,
:n ,June, 1792; was killed by lightning, 12 June, 1816; S
children.
Thomas, b. 12 1\Iay, 1775; moved to Thetford, Vt.; m. ALigail
Holcomb, 8 Oct., 1798; children,-Benjamin, True, Lm:ina,
and Holcomb.
Sarah, b. 17 1\Iarch, 1777.
Tabitha, b. 7 Sept., 1779; m. Nicholas Elliot, 111\lay, 1802.
J.l!oses, b. 2;) Sept., 1781.

Children of :Mary:
Elsey, b. 28 1\larch, 1783; d. 12 Sept., 1843, aged GO; m. Amos
Thorla, of B., 180:3; had 7 children.
Caleb, b. 3 Sept. 178!); d. 15 i\ov., 18:25, aged 40.
Dolly, m. ,JoRiah Jackman, 1806; family moved to Sandusky, 0 .
.1lliriam, m., 1st, Samuel Corser, 180G; 2d, Samuel Roby, 1833.
S.A.l\IUEL 3

(John/ John 1), h. about 1746; farmer in B., where he
d., 1 Nov., 1826, aged SO; m ... 1st, Sarah Fitz Gerald,
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176G; 2d, B etsey Colby, 1808 ; fought at the battle
of Bunker Hill.
Children of Sarah :
Steph en.
Jan e, m. Moses Jackman, 12 Oct., 1790.
Sarah.
Samuel, stone-cutter; m. 1\Iiriam Corse r , 1800; had Sa rah, who
m., 1829, John L. Pressy, of Canaan.
Jame.~, m. lletsey Annis, of \Varn e r, 1807; moved toN cw York ;
had Frienrl, Charles , and others.
Rachel; m. Samnel Gookin~ 28 Sept., 179±; 3 children.

JoNATHAN 3 (.Jolm, 2 John 1), b. about 1747; farmer in B., whence
h e remoYed t o V ershire, Vt.; m. Lu cy Foster, of Ipswich, l\1ass. ; fought at the battle of Bennington; d.
in Concord, Yt., 1831, aged 84.
Jonathan, b. 29 Aug., 1771.
Thomas, b. in B., 4 Oct., 1773; m. l\Iercy Bennett, of Thetford,
Yt.; moved to .New York ; had Erastus, Pltebe, and Carolin e.
Lucy, b. H .June, 1770; d. 1833, ag ed 77; m. J onathan Bartlett,
of Norwich, Vt., 19 Jan., 1801; 2 children.
Josiah, b. 2 Julv, 1781.
Polly, b. 11 Al)ril, 17 8-1: ; m. Ephraim Heath, of Salisbury, 1801;
6 children.
Benjamin, h. in B., 4 Oct., 1787; moved to 1\Iinn., where he d. in
187:3, aged 85; m. Sarah Gove, of Wilmot; had children,-Susan, Friend. Clwrle.~ A . , -s hoe deale r in Holyoke, l\Iass . ,-George, a nJ others .
Friend, b. 18 April, 1791.

J OH.X 3 (John/ J ohn 1), h. 13 ::\fay, 1751; farmer and inn-keeper
in B.; d. 19 Oct., 1838, age1l 87; m. Rachel Blasdell,
of Salisbury, l\Iass., who d~ 12 l\Iay, 1 8~ 8, age1l 76.
Daniel, d. in infancy.
Daniel, b. 28 Feb., 1775.
Joltn, b. 24 l\Iay, 1777.
Dauid, b. 15 l\larch, 177D.
Rachel, b. fJ April, 178 1; d. lD Nov., 1851, aged 73; m .•J eclediah
D anforth. of Salisbury, 22 Oct. , 1801; llaJ. 8 children.
Rice, b. 20 Sept., 1783 .
Joseph, b. 7 Feb., 1780 .
Timothy, b. 0 ~larch, 1788 .
Edward, b. 18 Aug., 17 00; m. Sarah Cass; went \Yest.
Richard, b. 16 Ang., 1792.

DAvm 3 (Jolm, 2 John 1), h. in Kingston, 27 Jan., 1754; farm<>r; livell in B., where b e ll. 23 Ang., 1828, age1l
7 4; m., 17 March, 1776, l{,uth Blas(lell , of Snlisbnry,
1\Iass., who d. 27 l\Iay, 1844, aged 88; fought at the
battle of B ennington.
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Betsey, b. 191\Iarch, 1777; d. 24: April, 1796, aged 19.
Ruth, b. 10 1\larch, 1770; m., 1st, Daniel Gookin, of B., 1797; 2d,
James Corser, of B., 1828; d. in 'Vebster, 17 Sept., 18H,
aged 95; had 6 children.
David, b. 22 l\Iarch, 1781.
Hannah, b. 2 Feb., 1783; m. 'Villiam Adams, Of Salisbury, 1\lass.,
who d. 26 July. 1816. She d. in Amesbury, Mass., 1829,
aged 46; 5 children.
Polly, b. 20 Dec., 178±; m., 20 June, 1803, Nathan Davis, of Orford, deceased; d. in Grantville, 1\Iass., 8 Oct., 1867, aged
82 ; G children.
Enoch, Rev., b. 2 Jan., 1787.
Silas, b. ]..! ,Tan., 1789.
Jane, b. 11 Jan., 1791; d. in Amesbury, 1\las~., 1863, aged 72; m.,
1st, Joseph 'Vadleigh, of Salisbury, 1\lass., 12 Oct., 1813;
2d, Richard Allen; no issue.
Luke, b. 10 1\larch, 1793. ·
Bliss, b 30 Aug., 1795.
Betsey, 1. 4 .Tune, 1798; m. 13 Feb., 1822, Joseph J\lorse, of Bradford, deceased; res. in Manchester; 7 children.
Eachel, b. 21 Sept., 1800; m., 23 Jan., 1829, Daniel G. Runels, of
'Varner, deceased; d. in 'Varner, 14 July, 1839, aged
38; 3 children.
WrLLIAM 3

(John, 2 Jolm 1), b. about 1158; settled in Salisbury;
enlisted in the ·w ar of 1812, and d. the same year
at Plattsburg, N. Y.; m. Abigail Gordon.

1Villiam, lived in Sebec, 1\le.; d. about 1860; had issue.
Abigail, d. unmarried, in Salisbury, 15 Sept., 1858.
Nathan, m. and went to Penn. There are descendants of Nathan
Corser, whom. Ann Freeman, resident in Kansas.
Sally, m. 'Villi am Bailly, of Salisbury; had issue.
Eliplwlet, d. in the 'Vest Indies.
Jaemiah, d. in the army.
Juhn.
Susan, d. young.
Jan e.
Elias, m. --Davis; lived in Sebec, Me.
Betsey, d. unmarried, in Sali::;bury, 7 March, 1865.
Lewis.
Orrin, b. 1803; lived in Salisbury, where he d., 1\Iarch, 1877; m.
--Tucker; chilclren,-Eliplwlet, of Franklin, TVilliam,
John, Chm·les lV., Nathan F., Auuie, and JJiary Ann.

AsA 3 (\Yilliam, 2 John 1), b. in B., 26 June, 1754; m. Jane Fitz
Gerald; was drummer in Ca.pt. Kimball's company
at the hattie of Bennington; moved to Thetford, Vt.,
where he d.
Susan, m. David 1\Ianuel, of Derby, Vt.
J.lfehitable, m. Edmund Rarely, of Pelham.
lVilliam, m. Anne, dan. of Simeon Corser; res. in Thetford, Yt.;
had Benjamin, J.llary, Persis, Charles, J.Vicholas, and others.
Sall!J, m. in Stansteau, C. E.
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Srl\IEON 3 (\Villiam, 2 J olm 1), b. in B., 10 July, 1763; moved to
Thetford, Vt., and thence to Stanstead, C. E., where
he d. ; 111. Lois SeYerauce, 10 Jan., 1782.
Ann e, m. ·william, son of Asa Corser; d. in Thetford, Vt.
1Yiclwlas.
J.Y athan.
Jesse.
Clarissa.

,JAl\IES 4 ('fhomas, 3 John/ John 1), b. in 13., 12 Nov., 1764; d.
there, 23 Aug., 1852, aged 87; farmer; m., 1st, l\Iartha Fitz Gera.ld, 12 1\Ia.rch, 178G; 2d, 1\Irs. Ruth
(Corser) Gookin, 24: July, 1828.
Children of l\Iartha :
R ebecca, b. 24 Oct., 1787; d. 8 Dec., 1815, aged 28; m. Jeremiah
Eastman, 29 Nov., 1804; had 2 children.
John, b. 13 July, 1791; d. young.
Amos, b. 15 July, 1793.

l\IosEs 4 (Thomas, 3 John, 2 John 1), b. in B., 25 Sept., 1781; d. 10
April, 1830, a.gell 4:8; m., 1st, R.nth Clough, of \Va.rner, 1804; 2d, Betsey Burgess, of Chelsea, Yt.; enlisted from B. in the war with France, 1708.
Children of Rnth :
lllittie, m. --Davenport.
Jl[artha.
Sall!J, deceased; m. Charles "\V. Spaulding, of Lowell, Mass.; 2
children.
Roxena, m. --Holden, of Lowell.
TVilliwn B. (Cours er), b. 1814.
Charlotte, m. Alva Fife.
B enjamin.

Children of Betsey:
Betsey, deceased ; m. Sumner Pratt, of Lowell.
lllerc!J, m. --'Vest.
B enjamin F., m. --Burnham; lived in Lowell.
Ruth E.

8TEPHEN 4 (Ra.mnel, 3 John, 2 John 1), b. in B.; m. Sara.h Gookin,
of B., 30 J nne, 1780.
Nathaniel, b. about 1790; m. and settled in Vt.; d. 18G7. aged 77;
children,-Clark, b. about 1817, and 1Villard~ of\Vaukegan,
]11.; Austin, of Ontonagon, l\lich.; and George TV., of Barron, \Vis.
llulda71.
lVashington, m. l\Iehitable Fitz Gerald.
Dolly.
Judith.
Tltornas.
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Jo:NATHA:N 4

(Jonathn,n, 3 ,John/ John 1), b. 29 Aug, 1771; farmer;
settled in Thetford, Vt., where he d. 1 .Ht.n., 1860,
aged 88; m. Rhoda, dan. of Samuel Jackman, of B.,
who d. 1863, aged 89.

1Vard, b. 22 An g., 1798; res. in Thetford.
Rhoda, b. 25 May, 1800; res. in Thetford.
Cprus, b. 131\Iarch, 1802.
Clark, b. Hl June, 1804.
Jonathan, b. 17 May, 1806.
J.lfartha, b. 22 April, 1808; m., 1st, ·william Howard ; 2d, Caleb
Strong, of Strafford, Vt., deceased; has children.
Submit, b. 4 April, 1810; d. 8 .Jnne. 1SG3, aged 53.
Proctor, b. 10 1\Iay, 1812; res. in Suffield, Conn.
Oliver, d. young.
llfary Ann, b. 21 Jnne, 1815; d. 18G.5, aged 50; m. George l\L Sawyer, of Norwich, Vt.; 10 children.
Ruth, b. 41\Iarch, 1817; m. Newton Smith, of Suffield, Conn., deceased.
Ilannah, b. 20 July, 1819; d. 1853, aged 34; m. Jacob Dartlett, of
Salisbury, l\Iass.; 3 children.
Lucia A. J., b. 23 June, 18:22; m. Horace Stebbens, of Painesville,
0.; 3 children.
Josi.A.H 4

(Jonathan, 3 John, 2 John 1), b. in B., 2 July, 1781, m.
Prudence Heath, of Sa1isbnry; moved to Canada, and
thence, about 1812, to Vermont; d. in Chestel', Vt., 14
Sept., 1854, aged 73.

Ruth, m. Joseph Farnnm, of Lancaster.
Orinda, b. 6 Dec., 1810; d. 6 1\lay, 1869, aged 58; m. Daniel Shaw,
of Springfield, Vt.
Erastzz .<: Thomas, b. 26 Jau., 1812.
Susan, d.
Jamison, m. Eben York, of Peterborough.
Angeline, m . .l\lills 'Vebb, of Laucn.,ter.
Emeline, m. John~[. Spaulding, of Lancaster.
FRIE:ND 4

(Jonathn,n, 3 John, 2 John 1), b. 18 April, 1791; blacksmith ; m. Rachel Joan Kicltler; d. in Fitchburg,
l\Iass., Aug., 1849, aged 58.

Lucy A., b. 17 Aug., 181 i); m. Cyrus Beal, of Keene; 4 chiluren.
PhebeJ., b. 22June, 1817~ deceasecl.
·
Rosaline D., b. 22 .Tuly, 181D; m. Luther Keyes; 6 children.
Emmaran za, b. 16 Nov., 182~. deceased; m. AlLert Danforth, of
Danville, Vt.; 4 children.
Samuel .Azro, b. 6 Dec., 182-!: m. Luthene Frost; res. in 'Vest
Chesterfield, l\Iass.; children,-Ida, Ada, Li:.:::ie, and Gem·ge

.A.

George Azm·, b. 23 Dec., 182G; m., 1st, Diantha J. Danforth; 2d,
l\Iaria .T. Tra,k ; res. in Leicester, Mass.; children,Luella .J. and Georgianna JI.
.Adelia L., b. 3 July, 18:20, decen.sed; m. John A. Nims.
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Josephine L., b. 26 D ec., 18!31; m. 'Yilliam Fletcher, of San Francisco, Cal.; 2 children.
Friendly 1., b. 10 Feb., 18:3G; n1. E. E. Johnson, of Chicago, Ill.;
2 children.
DAXIEL

4

(John/ John, 2 John 1), o. in B., 28 Feb., 1775; tl. in
Portland, l\Ie., 28 ,July. 1833, aged 48; m., Jan., 1801,
Lucy Taft, of Upton, l\Iass. ; farmer and inn-keeper;
settled in Thetford, Yt.; liYed afterwards in B., where
his ·wife d., 15 Jan., 1834, aged 54.

Lucy Fish el', L. 13 Feb., 1802; m., :3 April, 1810, Daniel M. 'Vinch,
dPceased; re;;;. in Pepperell, Mass.
Solomon Taft, b. 2"1 Dec., 1805.
Ilarvey Fisiwr (Courser), Col., b. 20 Jan., 1809.

JoHN 4 (John, 3 John, 2 Jo1m 1), L. in D., 24 l\lay, 1777; d. there, 21
D ec., 18uG, aged 8U ; farmer ; m., 1801, l\fehitable,
dan. of Daniel Clark, who d. 17 April, 1837, aged G2.
Bernice, b. 21 .Tuly, 1802; m., 7 Nov., 1827, John Danforth, of B.,
who d. 18j0, agerl 65; 2 children.
illeltilable C., b. 18 Oct., 180-1; d. 7 Oct., 1829, aged 24.
;.1/ary, b. n .T11ly, 1807; res. in Concord.
John, b. 15 Oct., 180D.
Ph ebe H., b. 15 1\lay, 1812 ; d. 21 July, 1812.
Panl C., b. 25 June, 181:::1; d. 21 Jan., 181U.
Phebe, b. 2G April, 1816; d. 22 Dec., 1835, aged 39.
Eunice TV., b. 17 1\lay: 1818; m., 12 Nov., 1845, George C. Lancaster; lived in Concord, where she tl. 19 Feb., 1873, aged
54; 5 children.

DAvm 4 (John, 3 John/ John 1), b. in B., 15 l\larch, 1779; m. Abigail KilLurn: 30 Jan., 1805; farmer in B., where he
d. 2G Dec., 1SG3, aged 84.
Freeman, b. 28 April, 1806.
illary Ann, b. 1810; d. 30 l\Iay, 1836, aged 26; m., 1G Aug., 1835,
B. F. Locke, of Lowell, Mass.
Rutlt K., b. 18 Dec., 1817; m., 17 Aug., 1840, w·illiam Green, of
lV aterford, l\Ie.

u. there,
12 1\Iay, 1852, aged G8 ; tanner ancl farmer; followed
the sea from 1810 to 1821, spending some years in
China, and suffering shipwreck off the coast of Holland; m., 1st, 19 FeL., 182G, Abigail 0. Stickney, of
Brownfield, .l\Ie., "\Yho d. 11 l\Iay, 1835, aged 3!); 2d,
2G l\fay, 183G, Irene Greeley, of Salisbury.

RrcE 4 (J ohn, 3 ,J ohn, 2 J ohn1), b. in B., 29 Sept., 1783;

llfarcia Q., b. 27 Feb., 1827; d. 18 Aug-., 1850, aged 23.
Octavia E., b. 27 1\Iarch. 1830; d. 111\Iay, 1853, aged 23.
Sarah J., b. 22 l\Iarch, 1832; <1. 3tl :\larch, 1848, aged 1G.
Elizabeth J., b. G Jan., 1834; d. 13 J nly, 1854, aged 20.
AbbaS., b. 31 1\Iay, 1838; res. in Salisbury.
Edwin G., b. 17 April, 1840.
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John II., b. 7 l\lay, 18-!3; d. 11 .July, 184:3.
Rice V., b. 29 Nov., 1844; d. :n April, 1848.
Rice H., b. 26 July, 18-±7; d. 5 Sept., 18-±8.

JosEPH 4 (Jolm, 3 John/ John 1), b. in B., 7 :Feb., 1786; d. 6 .Jan. ,
1873, aged 86; farmer in B. ; m., 1st, Elsey Downing, 1815; 2d, Lydia Butman, 1849.
Children of Elsey :
Judith P., b. 9 Nov., 1815; m. l\loses G. Downing, 1G June, 1803;
res. in Lowell, l\Iass.
Rice, b. 26 .Jan., 1818; farmer in 'Yebster; m. Sarah J. Page,
1844: children,-Ur.mla, Lizzie, Emma, Frank B., Joseph
H., and Elmer E.
Ursula, b. 25 Oct., 18:!0; m. Harvey Newton, of Orange, Yt., 11
Nov., 1838.
Nancy .. 1., b. 29 Sept., 18:?3; m. 'Yilliam E. Shattuck, 18-!3.
4

(.John, 3 tT ohn, 2 J olm 1), b. in B., 9 l\Iarch, 1788 ; d.
there, 6 Sept., 1819, aged ~11; m. Abiah Eastman, of
Hopkinton, 15 Feb., 18L3.
Ann E., b. 1 April, 181G; m. l\lay, 183G, John J. Coffin, deceased;
res. in Wis.; 6 d1ilLlren.
Louisa, b. 25 Dec., 1818; m., 2 June, 1841, Solomon B. Greeley,
of Salisbury; 7 children.

TDIOTHY

RICIIARD 4 (J ohn,S John/ J ohn 1), b. in B., 16 Aug., 1792; m. Rholh
Shepherd, 19 Aug., 1817; moved to Canandaigua, X.
Y., where he d., 20 Ang., 184•3, aged 53.
Daniel B., b. in B., 8 Oct., 1818 .
.Austin G., b. in B., 1 l\1arch, 1820.
Ann Jll., b. 21 July, 18:.?7.
Charles H., b. 3 June, 1829 .
.1llary J., b. 20 Sept., 18:31.
Lucretia S., b. 5 Oct., 1883.
DAVID 4 (Davic1, 3 J ohn,2 J olm 1), b. in B., 22 ~larch, 1181; farmer;
moved to New York about 1821, settling in Ogden~
near Rochester; m., 12 Jan., 1801, Judith, clan. of
Samuel Burbank, of B.; d. 1\fay, 1850, aged 60.
Gardiner, b. 20 Dec., 1801.
Caleb B., Col., b. 14. Oct., 1803.
Ruth, b. 2 Aug., 1805; m. Hiram Hubbard, of Canandaigua, N.Y.,
deceased ; 6 children.
Francis S., b. 2-± June, 1808: fitted for college; d. 2G Nov., 1831,
aged 23.
Eunice P., b. 25 Nov., 1810; m. --Hewes, of Canandaigua, N.Y.
Harriet L., b. in New York, 3 .i\larch, 1824; m. Henry C. Church,
12 Nov., 1844:; res. in Lowell, !~lass.; 3 children.
ExocH, 4 Rev. (David, 3 John/ John1), b. in B., 2 Jan.: 1787;
grad. at 1\Iicldlebnry Co11ege, 1811; preached at Loudon (1817 -'37), N orthfielcl and Sanbornton Bridge
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(1838-'43), Epping (1840-'48), and other pbces; removed to B. in 18-18, where he d. 17 Jnne, 18GS,
aged 81. lie m., :.m .l\by, 1817, Sally, tbu. of Uol.
,Joseph Gerrish, of B., who d. 17 Jan., 18;')1, aged G4.
Samuel B. G., b. 1.5 Nov., 1818; farmer in B.; grad. at Dart. Coil.,
1841; teacher for several years.
Elizabeth Jl. J., b. 4 <Tan., JS:H; res. in B.
Lucretia .1. F., b. 10 Sept., 18:23; res. in n.
},, in n., 14 .Ta.n., 1789; m., 1st
1 ~ov., 1810, Samh Annis, of \Varner; 2c1, E\·eline
Keeler; moved to :X ew York, \Yhere he cl. 10 ~brch,
1848, aged 50.
Children of Sarah :
Elbridge B., b. in B., 18 .Jan., 1812.
Emeline, h. in B., 9 July, 1814; m. - - \Vright, deceased; res. in

SrLAS 4 (Dayid, 3 J ohn, 2 J ohn 1),

Albion, N.Y.
Rutlt, b. 1:3 Oct., 1816.
llew·y II., b. 12 Nov., 1818; res. in Cal.
Susanna, b. 31 Dec., 18:2~.

Children of E,·eline:
Henrietta L., b. 16 :May, 1821).
Sarah Jane, b. 28 l\larch, 1828.
Jllartha J.l l., b. 8 Feb., 18:)11.
David TV., b. 25 :March, 183:].
Elizabeth, b. 23 .Tune, 1t>:J5.
Helen A., b. 17 .i\Iarch, 1838.
Ruth, b. 15 June, 1840.

LUKE 4 (D::wicl,S John/ John 1), b. in B., 10 ~hrch, 1793; m., 1st,
182·~, 1\hry Clough, of London, who d. 2;3 Feb., 1854;
2tl, .i\Irs. EJizaLeth (\Yhitncy) DiiJs; fa.rmer in \Yehster.
Children of ~fary :
Joseph C., b. 23 :Nov., 182±: d. while a student at Gilmanton acmlemy, preparing for college, 1:3 Oct., 18±3, aged 18.
Francis II., b. 10 .Jan., 1827; d. in Canterbury, 2£5 Feb., 185G,
aged 29; m., Feb., 1850, Sarah Perkins, who d. 30 March,
18G:3; had Clara, b. in B., 1G Dec., 1830, whom., 11 .June,
187±, Frank U. Churchill, of Lebanon.
Davhl TV., b. 10 Ang., 1820; <1. 25 :i\Iay, 1833.
David D., b. 21 Sept., 18:35; mechanic in Concord; m. Mary E.
Carter, of Concoru, ~J l\Iay, 18GO; has one son, Francis
Henry, b. 15 Feb., 18G2.

BLrss 4 (David, 3 John, 2 J ohn 1), h. in B., 30 Aug., 170;'3; m., 1st,
1 July, 1824, Hannah, dan. of CoL John Farmer, of
B., who d. in Portage, N. Y., 4 Ji"'eh., 18•32; 2d, Prnclence Parmelee, deceased; hrmer and i1wentor; res.
in Fairview, Penn.
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Bliss lV. , b . in B., 20 l\lay, 1826; millwright; res. in East Sagi-

naw , 1\lich.; m. l\1argaret Gould, of Oswego, N.Y.; has
one son,- Charles F., b. 1857; train-despatcher at Battle
Creek, Mich.
·
John F., L. in Brighton,~- Y., 30 Nov., 1834; shoe merchant in
Towanda, Penn.; m. Hattie E. Smith, 4 Sept., 1861;
children,-Ilm-r!J P., b. 13 April, 18G4; Arch£e F., b. '27
July, 1868; and Joltn n., b. 1-± Oct., 187B.
Al\Ios 5 (.James, 4 Thomas, 3 .Jolm, 2 Jolm 1), b. in B., 1 ~3 July, 1'793,
deceased; m. Beb:;ey Bean, of Salisbury, 1819; farmer; r es. in B.
Elizabeth B., b. 8 Aug., 18:20; m . Cyr us Fitz, 18±3; res. in 'Veb-

ster; 6 children.
Kr>u·ell J .. b. 1824; d. 182!1.
R ebecca A., b. 30 July. 1827, d ecease d; m. 'Villiam Pearson, 3
.Tan .. 181fl ; res. iu \Y ebster; had one so n.
' 'riLLLDI

B. 5 (Couw;;Im) 0Ioses,4 Thomas/ John/ John 1), b.
1814; re:s. in \Yarn er; m., 1st, Nancy l\Iorey, 1836 ;
2cl, l\Ia.ry A nn \Vhipple.

Children of Nancy:
Tltomas J., b .•July, 18:37; m., lr:t, Sarah E. Todd, of New London ;
2d, 187G, Addie E. l\larden, of New Boston; farmer in
\Vehste r; had by Sarah, Emma.!., George lV., and Fred.
N anc!J, b. Nov., 18'38; m. George Raud , of \Varner.
Children of :Mary :
William J.lf., b. Aug., 1843; grocer; m. and lives in Dover.
Jawes H., b. Nov., 18-16 , deceased; m. Abbie Ticknor .
.11Jary F., b. 1840; m. Georg-e Park er, of Springfield.
Ella J., b. Sept., 1855; m. John Sawtelle, of Warner.
Anna, b. March, 1850.
CYnus 5 (Jonathan/ Jonathan, 3 John/ Jolm 1), b. in Thetford, Vt.,
13 March, 1802; farmer; m. , 1st, :Marcia Clough; 2d,
Lucretia Heath, deceased ; r es. in '.£hetford.
Alarcia J., b. 1841; d. 1874, aged 33.
Edith, b. 1844.
ElleH A., b. lo±5; d. 1863.
Alplwnzo, b. 1851; d. 18G3.
Omer B., b. 1854.

CLARK5 (Jon a than, 4 Jon a than, 3 J ohn ,2 J ohn 1), b. in Th etford, Vt.,
19 Jun e, 180-!; m., 1st, Caroline Preston; 2d, l\Iercy
\Vest, d eceased; farmer in Norwich, Vt.
H ersey C. P., b. 5 Dec., 1835; foreman in a boot factory, Spencer,
Mass.; m. Cynthia E. - - - ; children,-lmogene E.,

Edgar P., and George H.
L eon TV., b. 10 Feb., 1850; res. in Royalston, l\Ia.ss.; m. and has

children.
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(,Tonn,thn,n ,4 ,Tonat1mn, 3 .John/ .To1m 1), b. in Th etfor<1,
Vt., 17 ~lay, 1806; m., 1st., Clarissa \Yootlworth ; 2d,
1SJ 7, Salome Shores, tlecen,sed; farmer in Suffie Ill,
Conn., wh ere he d., 18G0, n,geL1 G3.

,Jo:--r _\.TIL\.X 5

Jfurt!w .J.. b. 2 Aug. , 18-1 0; m . David P. Beebe; r es . in Ducklin, l\Io.; has -:1: children.
Albett J., b. 24: Oct. , 18±8; res . in Snflield; m. :1\Irs. Elizabeth P.
L each, 2G Ang., 187 -L
Harriet L., h . 8 ~l arc h , 183 1; drown ed , 1856 .
Az ro n., b. 21 Feb., lt;.):-3 ; m . .Tnlia Cook, 15 ..March, 1876 .
.J[m"!J J. , b. 1 Feb., 1835; m. Eleaze1· Lyman, of Suffield; d. 25
Nov., 1872; 1 daughter.
ER-\.STUS

5
(•J osiah/ .Tona.than, 3 .John/ J olm 1), h. in
Compton, C. E., 2(-) ,Jan., 1812 ; m., 1st, Harri et
E,·ans ; :2d, Lama. Grow; ~1d, }[ ancy Ayer; 4th, Lucy
Ayer; farmer; residence (since 186 7) in Dumm er~ 
ton, Yt.

'l'HOJUAS

Chilflren of H a.rri et:

::\I. Gould ; has
several childre n.
Charles D., b.-± :\lay, 18:38 : machinist; res. in Fitchburg, ::\fass .;
111. Pri scilla rr. Upton; chilLlren,-Jfary, Ilattie L., and

Gn!J T., b. 13 F eb., 18:15; paper-maker; m. Ellen

TVilliwn C.
[[(' nry C., b. :31 l\lay, 18:30 ; d. lG Oct., 18G2, agell 23.

Cel ina A., b. :?9 April , 1811; m. Frye D. Hopkins, of Springfield,
Vt.; 1 claugh tcr.

Chil1l of N a.ncy :
Jfaria N ., b. 10 Oct., 186 I ; m., 3 :X ov., 1877, X elson \V. Stevens,
of Son th wick, :\lass .

Children of Lucy:
Frrtnlc E., cl. yonng.
A(ti·etl, d. young.
Ar/r.lbert Jl., b. 30 .Tnn e, 18G:3 .
r;eorge E .. b. 8 .J uly, 1SG.) .
Jlary E., b ..5 .July, 1 ~G8 .
Etta C., b. 17 May, 1873.
S o LO::\IOX 'f.\.FT 5

(Da.niel, 4 .Jolm,3 ,J uhn/ .John 1) , b. in Thetfonl,
Yt., ~4 DPc., 1805; res. in Portland, M e.; formerly
P. uperinten dent of th e G. 'l'. R. R , am1 more r ecently
collector of customs at Portla.m1 ; m. l\Ia.rgaret F.
:--lawyer, 1 .Jan., 1K~V.

IlwTiot L., b. 13 Feb., 18:W ; m. Dr. ,John :i\L Cummings, of Portlallll, 1 :\larch, 184-8; :2 children.
r;f' nrrr H. , lJ. 11 N ov., JS:a; d. 01 Ang., 1830, agetl 18.
lJacirl F., b. 14 Jan., 18;3.); m. Annie E. Brazier; res. in Portland; children,-Georr;e II., b. 13 Jan., 1863, and Arthur
I. , b. l\Iay , 1 86 G.

33
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1llargaret E., b. 27 March, 1845; m. Rev. David A. Easton, a
clergyman of Danbury, Conn., 7 Dec. 1860; 1 daughter.

HARVEY FISHERs (Coui~SER), Col. (Daniel/ J ohn,S John, 2 .J olm1),
b. in Thetford, Yt., 20 Jan., 180!); merchant in Nashua ; m . ..Maria Estey, of Nashua, 14 ..May, 1839.
Lucy A., b. 3 April, 1840; m. 'Yilliam H. Greenleaf, 12 Sept..,
1865; res. in Nashua; has 2 children.
George A., b. 12 Oct., 184:2; d. 1 Sept., 1843.
Caroline L. E., b. 16 .July, 18-1.8; d. 10 Aug., 18!9.
JoHNs (John, 4 John, 3 John, 2 ,John 1), h. in' B., 15 Oct., 1809; fitted for college, and completed one term at Dartmouth;
carpenter by trade ; settled in Bristol, 'vhere he m.
l\'Iary A. Greenough, 1838; d. in Fisherville, 21 Aug.,

1872.
TVilliam C., b. 29 Aug., 1839; deceased.
Bmckett G., b. 5 Sept., 18!1; merchant tailor in St. John;:;bury,
Vt.; m. l\lary G. HyJe, of l\leriden, 186:2; children,Lnlu G., b. 10 July, 1865, and TVilliant H., b. 24 Dec.,
1867.
lllary 11!., b. 4 April, 1843; m. Leroy C. Shear, of New York city.
Norman De F., b. 24 Aug., 1845; merchant tailor in Fi~herville;
served in the war of the Rebellion; m. Emma E. Session;
children,-Lillian G., b. 9 April, 1870; llan·y E., b. 13
Aug., 1871; and Ilerbert II., b. 17 July, 1873.

FREEJYIANs (D:wid/ J olm, 3 John/ John/), b. in B., 28 April,
1806; n1. Hnrriet Crowell, who d. 19 Feb., 1874J nged
62; farmer in \V ebster.
Ariadne A., b. 24 Oct .. 1834; m. Edson A. Eastman; res. in Concord; 4 children.
Sarepta, b. 20 Sept., 1836; d. 16 May, 18.58, aged 21.
Hamilton, b. 17 Aug., 1808; served in the war of the Rebellion;
res. in Nevada.
Hamlet, b. 13 .May, 1848; res. in " rebster.
David S., b. 6 Aug., 18±7; attorney-at-law, Concord; served in the
war of the Rebellion.
John C., b. D Feb., 1840; res. in N eyada.
EDWIN G.s (Rice/ John, 3 John, 2 John 1), b. in B., 17 April, 1840;
settled on n farm in Illinois, whence he removed to
Concord, where he d. 9 1\lay, 1875, aged 33; m., 2[)
Nov., 1862, Belin Pilkington, of Ellsworth, IlL
Lizzie I., b. 6 Oct., 1863.
TVillie R., b. 12 Aug., 1865.
Harry T., b. 11\Iarch, 1868.
.Llfarcia 0., b. 23 April, 1870.
Judith A., b. 29 1\lay, 1873.
GARDINER5 (David, 4 David, 3 John, 2 Jolm 1), b. in B., 29 Dec.,
1801; farmer; res. in Gates, N. Y., where he d. 4
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July, 18-tO, aged 38 ; m. :l\Iercy Ann Thomas, of Ogden, N. Y., 11 Jan., 1825.
Charles A., b. 25 Sept., 18:25; d. 20 Jan., 1828.
Lewis II., b. 11 1\Iarch, 1827 ; m. Sarah E. \V ells, of Ogden, N.Y.,
2:! Feb., 1850; children,-Arabella and TVarr en G.
Laura A., b. 19 July, 1828; m. Lewis Bagley, of Pembroke, N.Y.
]?ranees J., b. 10 Sept., 1830; m. Eumuud Carroll, of Pembroke,
N.Y.
Charles A., b. 14 April, 1833; m. Sallie Friedline, of Pembroke,
N. Y., 4 July, 1853; children,-Frm1klin S., 1Velson A.,
L ewis E., Charles E., lllelvin D., and Frederic J.
Caroline F., b. a :May, 1835; d. 5 Aug., I8u7, aged 32; m. Jonathan Thomas, of Ogden, N. Y.
CALEn B.,S Col. (David/ David, 3 J ohn,2 J ohn 1), b. in B., 14 Oct.,
1803; farmer; settled in Gates, N. Y.; removed to
Rochester in 1863, where he d. 26 April, 1875, aged
71; m., 1st, 12 Oct., 1828, Henrietta L. Svencer, of
Spencerport, N. Y.; 2d,'1841, R. Maria Chapman, of
E. Haddam, Conn.
Children of Henrietta :
Helen L., b. 22 Dec., 1820; m. George R. Poulton, deceased; res.
in Spencerport, N. Y.
Francis S., b. 13 July, 1833; res. in Rochester, N.Y.
Elwood S., b. 3 Oct., 1835.
Children of R. 1\Iaria:
Freden'c G., b. 12 .June, 18-19; architect; res. in Minpeapolis, Minn.
Caleb E., b. 1851; d. in infancy.
H enrietta J.l i., b. 1853; d. in infancy.
ELWOOD S. 6 (Caleb B.,S David/ David, 3 Jo1m, 2 Jolm 1), b. in
Gates, N. Y., 3 Oct., 1835; resides in 1\linneapolis,
Minn. ; real estate dealer, and member of the city
government ; has an honorable record as a soldier
in the war of the Reuellion, serving in Co. B., 93d
Reg't N. Y. Vols., from Oct., 1861, to 1\Iay, 1864, in
the various grades from private to company commandant, and receiving a severe wound at Spottsylvania Court House, 12 May, 1864, which ended
his service ; m. 18 Oct., 1861, 1\lary A. Roycraft.
J.l lary E., b. 8 Dec, 1863.
Helen H., b. 13 July, 1865.

.)10
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COUCH.
Compiled by Ephraim Little .

''r

.TOSEPH 1 emigrated from
ales about 1740, and settled first in
:Newhuryport, hut removed to Boscawen, probably in
17G8. His name first appears on the tax-list for 176H.
He resirled v,·here 1\Iiss Nancy E. Couch now lives.
DiPd 1784. :Married, 1st, Elsie Rowell ; 2t1, l\Irs.
l\Iary [':'] \Y ebster; 3d, 1\Irs. ::i.\fnzzey.
Children of Elsie:
John, b. 1740; cl . •July, 18:37.
Elsie, IlL John Sawyer, Hopkinton.
Eenj([min, b. 25 .Tnne, 175:); d. 2G April, 181G.
Joseph, b. Dec .. 17M; d. 7 Feb., lS:.H.

Chihl of :Mary:
-"lfary, 1). 221\Iarch, 17Gl; 1fl.. Friend Little; d. 141\Iay, 1834 .

.T OHX 2 (Joseph 1), m. IYolly Gordon ; settled on Battle st. ; moved
to Springfield, where he live<l seven years; moved to
Sali1lbnry. \Yhen he moved to Springfield he wa~
ohlig~d to draw his goods upon a haml-sled for the
last seven miles. using snow-shoes. l\Irs. Couch followetl in his track. carrying an infant in her arms.
OceasionnJly she would sink so deeply as to be compelleJ to lay the child down on the snow in order to
extricate hel-..,elf. :Mr. Couch was an expert with the
rifle, and shot three l)ears near his house in Salisbury
-the last that were killed in the vicinity. He was
also an expert in throwing stones, killing in one day
fourteen partriclges in that manner.
Tr'"illiam, b. 1!) Oct., 177.:5i d. 11 April, 1856.
Elsie, m. Nathaniel 'Yare; settled in ""hite:field.
John, d. in inf:mcy.
John, b. 7 l\Iay, 1780; d. 7 Oct., 186G.
Polly, m. Elloch Colby.
Daniel, killed by a kick from a horse.
Joseph. d. yonn~.
Auir;ail, m. Bagley Colby.
Amos, b. in Salishnry, 11 ~fay, 1700.
Jlacltel, m. Caleb "ratf;on, Salisbury.
Samuel, d . 8 Jan., 18GG.
Snlly, d. in infancy.
Denjam:n, d. in infancy.
I~ENJAl\IIN 2

(.Joseph1) m. R.achel Heath, of Hampstead; settled
on Battle st.; soldier at Bunker Hill, and was woundell.

Nathaniel II., h. 5 Nov., 1777i d. 10 July, 184-1.
Joseph, b. 1U Jan., 1780; d. 1 Aug., 183:?.
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Polly P., b. 10 }!lay, 1782; m. "'William Clough', Hopkinton; J. ~-1:

Jan., 1865.
Benjamin, b. 8 March, 1785; cl. 8 Aug., 18:)5.
Samuel, b. 25 Jan., 1780; d. 1 l\Iarch, 18.)8.
Sally, b. 5 Feb., 1706; m. Ebed Lewis, Newburyport; d. 3 l\Iarch,
1827.

,J OSEPII 2 (J oseph 1) ·was solclier in Rm'olntion, enlisting from X ewburyport; m. Sarah Pi11sbury, of that city; 1iYed uH
horneste:-td, now residence of ~Iiss Nancy E. Couch.
Enoch, b. 2!3 Nov., 1780; d. I S Aug., 1780.
Sally, b. 23 Aug., 1787; m. Samuel Little; J. 5 ,J nne, 1S.j2.
Jo.>eph, Capt., b. 23 l\lay, 1780; d. at Naf'hna, 105 1.
Enoclt, b. 12 April, 170:3; d. 2J Ap ril , 186i.
Ph ebe, b. 2 ,July. 1798; m. H er shal Green. of Salisbury.
Eunice T., b. 4 July, 1810; m. Peter Cofliu, of D.
'VILLIAl\13

(John/ Joseph 1)

m., 1st, Polly Quim1Jy;

~(1,

Sally

Little.
Children of Po11y:
Sally, b. G June, 1790; m. Daniel C. Sargent, \Yarner.

Sophronia , b. 8 Nov., 1801; m. John Greeley, Salisbury; d. :2(i
April, 1876.
Simeon, b. 15 Jan., 180-l; d. April, 1836.
Hannal1, b. 20 nlay, l SOG; m. Trne Fland ers, SaliRbu ry.
Abigail, b. 21 J an., 1800; m., 1st, John Currier; 2d, Joseph L.
Couch.
Daniel TV., b. 16 Oct., 18 12.
Albert J., b. 0 l\larch, 1814.
JJ[ary, b. 31 Oct., 181G; m. Humphrey Jackman, \Y amer.
Emily .~.1!., b. 29 April, 1827; m. Alfred S. llillianl.
JoHx 3 (John, 2 Joseph1) m. Lydia Bean, Salisbury.
Snlly, b. 21 Jan., 180±; m. Panl Pearson. of B.; cl. '27 Nov . , 1Si.J.
Eliza, b. 8 Dec., 1807; m. Nath an Pearson, of B.; t1. 17 Aug. ,
18i7.
J.lliria m, b. 111\larch, 1810; m., 1st, Nathaniel \Yebster, Salisbury:
2d, Jon as 1\Ierriam, Concoru.
John, b. 4 Aug., 1814.

J oseph 1) lived in Salishury; moved to B., 18~1 :
m. Hann:-th Hay, Henniker, :.!0 :\larch, 1814, who <1.
24 July, 1853.

Al\IO S 3 ( J ohn,2

Hale, b. in Salisbury, 26 -:\lay, lSU; o. 20 Aug., 1853.
Eunice, b. in Sa.li:<:bury, 15 l\Iarch, 1818.
Charles fl., b. in B., 22 Oct., 18:28; tl. 1 Ang., 182-1:.
Cltarlotte, b. in B., 12 April, 18:]6; m. :Jloody A. Pillsbu ry, Jr.
SAl\IUEL3

(.John, 2 J osej)h 1) m., 1st, Susan 0:-tll, of B . ; 2d, Sall.r
:Moody, of B.
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Children of SHsan:
Henry C., b. 28 July, 1821.
J.lfartha J., b. 7 1\Iay, 1823; cl. 28 Oct., 1846.
George TV., b. 11 Aug., 1825; d. 13 July, 1867.
L evi TV., b. 19 Sept., 1827.
Charles, b. 18 Oct., 1829.
Adaline, b. 23 .April, 1833; m. Nathan Tucker, Salisbury.

NATHANIEL H. 3 (Benjamin, 2 Joseph1), m. Elizabeth Calef, Salisbury.
Nancy A., b. 15 Jan., 1801; m. Amos Stone; d. 2 Nov., 1874.
Polly, b. 8 Dec., 1805; d. 27 Dec., 1823.
John G., b. 26 April, 1800.

J

OSEPH 3

(Benjamin, 2 J oseph 1), a prominent school teacher; one
of the founders of the Christian Union Society; m.
l\Ieele Howard, Salisbury.

Samuel Dana, b. 30 Jan., 1806; d. 30 :March, 1872.
Joseph Lang, b. 19 Feb., 1810. He was for many years an instructor of youth, having taught fourteen terms in B., besides
teaching in a neighboring town. Enjoys in large measure
the confidence and esteem of his fellow-citizens. Has been
many years justice of the peace and quorum. Married
1\lrs. Abi~ail Currier.
Eliza, b. 8 Jan., 1814; rn. Samuel L. Couch.
Benjamin, b. 3 April, 1817; m. Lydia S. Currier, Hill; moved to
"\Varner.
Sarah, b. 4 Feb., 1820; m. Erastus Bugbee; d. in Chelsea, Vt., 3
April, 1860.
Gerrish, b. 2 July, 1825; d. 20 Nov., 1846.

BENJAl\nN 3 (Benjamin/ Joseph1) m. Sally l\forse, of B.
Prescott, b. 17 1\Iay, 1800; d. 4 April, 1837.
Jam es S., b. 7 l\Iay, 1811; d. 21 J nne, 1877.
Amos A., b. 23 June, 1815; m. Abigail S. Remick.
Plummer, b. in B., 8 Feb., 1818; cl. 20 April, 1859, Peoria county,
Ill.
Rachel, b. 20 l\lay, 1820; m. Stephen Blaisdell , Goffstown.
B enjamin Calvin, b. 19 Sept., 18:22; m. 1\lartha. J. Calef, Salisbury; lives in Ti:::;kil wa, Ill.
Ilarriman, b. 22 1\Iay, 1825; m. Phebe A. Parshal, Ill.
Caleb [{night, b. 11 June, 1829; m. Sophia H. Hall, Ill.; d. 4 Feb.,
1867.

S.BIUEL 3 (Benjamin/ J oseph 1) m. Eunice Howard, Salisbury.
Samuel L., b. 29 .Jan., 11315; d. 2 July, 1872.
Hiram ]J., b. 16 Feb., 1818; d. 13 Dec., 1862; physician iu Georgetown, 1\lass.
Im Hm·ris, b. 17 July, 1821.
Elbridge D., b. 27 July, 1825.
Ellen 111., b. 5 April, 1835.
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J OSEPH 3 (J osepb/ J oseph 1) m. :Niebitable Pettingill, of Salisbury,
1816. She cl. Sept., 1874.
Enoch P., b. 26 Jan., 18Hl; m. Clarinda E. Kirk, 1844.
Joseph, b. 1821; d. 18:28.

ExocH 3 (Joseph, 2 Joseph 1)
Stickney.
Children of Jane :

TIL:

1st, Nancy Eastman; 2cl, Jane 0.

.Nancy E., b. 12 Feb., 18:35.
Joseph, b. 22 .March, 1837; d. 14 l\Iarch, 1872.
Alary S., b. 12 June, 184!; m. Orlando \Vhitney; d. 17 April,
1876, leaving one chilll, H erbert C., b. 16 Nov., 1867.

SnrEON 4 (\Villiam, 3 John, 2 Josepl1 1) m. Rosamond Colby, of "\Varner.
Edgar 0 .. b. 2 .Jan., 183±; soldier in war of Rebellion; died in
rebel prison at Danville, Va., 16 Jan., 1865.
Clwrles H., b. 22 Jan., 1806; m. l\I:uinda l\Iorrill.
Simeon A., b. June, 1838; m. l\Irs. Barr.

DAXIEL \V. 4 (\Villiam, 3 John/ Joseph 1) m., 1st, Niary A. Davis,
New London ; 2tl, Etlnor J. Austin, Sutton.
Children of 1\far.y :
Erlmonrl D., b. 2± July, 18±0.
Sarah J .. b. 7 .Jan., 1842.
Emily Jl., b. 2± .June, 18-U; d. 11 April, 1875.
!\.ate P., b.18 Aug., 1816; d. 3l\Iarch, 1861.
Charles II., b. 20 .T uly, 184:8.
Lrmra A., b. 14 :\larch, 1850.
John T., b. 10 1\iay, 1853.

Children of Etlnor :
Daniel A., b. 31 Oct., 1837.
Frank TV., b. 21 July, 1861.
Cora E., b. 1:3 :\lay, 1865.
Alonzo, b. 2:~ June, 1871.

ALBEI:.T J. 4 (\Villiam, 3 Jolm, 2 Jo:::eph 1) m., 1st, Ruth Sargent,
\Varner; 2J, Abbie B. Smith, \Veare.
Children of Ruth:
Caluin P., b. 2 Sept., 18:35.
Retire 1ll., b. 5 April, 1830; m., 1st, l\Iinnie Leavitt; 2c1, Sarah
Goodrich.
J[arietta L., b. 31 .March, 18-H; d. 3 Nov., 1873.
Ellen 1ll., b. 16 l\lay, 18±:3; m. Cyrus Dow, 'Varner.
Albert R., b. 20 Sept., 184.8; d. 20 Nov., 1851.

Chiltlren of Abbie:
Abbie B., b. 23 Dec., 1855; m. Leroy C. Stevens, :Manchester.
Uz::ie K., b. 14 Aug., 1857; fl. 14 :\larch, 1858.
Winthrop B., b. 1 Oct., 1850.
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Jon:x 4 (John, 3 Johu, 2 ~Tosepl1 1 ) m., 1st, Almeda Greeley, Franklin; 2d, Maria Pickering, Barnstead.
Chih1ren of Almeda :
Benjamin TVarren, b. 15 Aug., 18:37.
Clara A., b. -±Jan., 18±0; m. Charles Rowell; d. 8 ::\Jay, 18G7.
Eliza J., b. 15 Aug., 1842; m. Edward Clough, Canterbury.

HALE 4 (Amos; 3 John, 2 J oseph1) m. Aclelin e Hale.
Horace, b. 4

~ov.,

18'16; m. Clara F. Burpee; d. 1D Aug., 1872.

HE:XRY C. 4 (Samue1, 3 John, 2 Joseph 1) m., 1st, Sarah .J. :JidYin. of
\Y eare ; 2d, Emily C. Page, of \Y anwr.
Child of Sarah :
Fran!.: .JI., b. 2± Dec., 18.JO; d. 25 June, 1851.

Chi1Jren of Emily:
Sarah J., b. 7 Nov., 18.57.
Clarence E., b. 4: Au2'., 18.:SD.
Ida E., b. 13 n1arcb, ~1861.
Ella F., b. 115 July, 186±.
Carrie E., b. 8 Sept., 1866.
Eddie, b. 28 Sept., 187'2.

GEORGE \V. 4 '(Samue1, 3 John/· Joseph 1) m. Mehitable Ea~tman,
\Yamer.
Frank S., b. 17 Jm1e, 18.57.
William 0., b. 18 Aug., 1860.
Herbert G., b. 23 Sept., 1863.
Samuelllf., b. 4: April, 1866.

LEYI \Y. 4 (Sarnuf'l, 3 John/ Joseph1) m. :Jiary .J . .A_1_,bott.
Arthur Y., b. 24: Aug., 18GO.
Alice Y., b. 4 l\1ay, 186-!; d. lD Sept., 18G3.
Annie L., b. 2G April, 1867; d. '27 April, 1867.
Carlos 1., b. 1G July, 186D .
.Jfary H., b. 31 Oct., 1874.

CHARLES 4 (Samnel,a J olm, 2 J oseph 1) m., 1st, Lucretia :JL Abl,ott,
of Plymouth; 2d, :Thlrs .. Jnclith Bulloc:k, of B.
Child of Lucretia:
Levant JI., b. '.!.1 Jan., 1868; d. 21 Sept., 1872.
J oHx GILl\IAX 4 (Nathaniel II., 3 Benjamin, 2 J o::;eph 1) m. Eliza Calef.
Infaut, b. 10 :May, lSH; d. 11 :\lay, 18·±-!.
David N., b. 23 July, 18-16.
John B., b. 26 Aug., 18-!9.

Sx:'IIUEL DAxA 4 (Joseph, 3 Benjamin, 2 Joscph1) m. Hannah Stone.
Henry J., b. 23 April, 18:31.
George S., b. 22 Sept., 1833.
1Valter S., b. 22 Sept., 1837.
Clara J., b. 17 Aug., 18-!4; m. John ~I. nlesene, Lawrence, l\Iass.
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(13enjnmiil, 3 Deuj:uuin, 2 Jo::;eph 1) m. Jrme \V. Sh<~.t
tuck.
George P., b. 10 Feb., 183;3; d. 15 .July, 1837 .

PRE::lCOTT 4

.JA.l\IE:;

S. 4 (Benjamin, 3 Benjamin, 2 J useph 1) m. J\Iary Eastman,
Hopkinton.

Rach el C., b. 23 April, 18-!5; m. Luke Call, Jr.
PLUl\Il\mn, 4

Rer. (Benjamin, 3 J3enjamin 2) moYNl to I1linois; \Yns
l\lethodi:-;t mini~ter tl11:•re ; 111. Clarissa. Brooks, Elm
Gro>'e, 'fa.zewell county, Ill., 2G Sept., 18J9.

Cah·in B., b. 10 Nov .. 18-10 .
.Mary E., b. 0 No,·., 184.:.?; m. Rev. T. S. Fowler, Limestone, Ill.,
D ec., 187G.
Sarah, b. 18 l\Iarch, 1845; d. 20 April, 1815.
Luther, b. 3 June, 1846.
L ewis C., b. :2!) .July, 1848; d. 20 Feb., 185!1.
Clara E., b. 8 1\lay, 1851; m. Yeecler Vanpetter, Limestone, III.,
1870.
Ella 1ll., b. ~2 Oct., 1853; d. 22 l\Iarch, 1856.
Thom as B., b. 1G Nov., 185.j; Ill. :Jlary Erauson, Kingston, Ill., 1!)
March, 1877.
Frank P., h. 3 Sept., 1857.
Francelia E., b. :22 Sept., 185!).
SAl\! UEL LY.:\IA~ 4

(Samuel, 3 Benjamin, 2 .Toseph1)

111.

Eliza Couch.

Warren, b. 7 .July, 1841.
Joseph, b. 18 Feb., 1843 .
Silas TV., b. 5 Jan., 18-±G.
CAL\T~\

P. 5 (Albert ,J ., 4 \Yilliam 3) m. )fartha K ennelly, Concord,
Kov., 18G3.

Ju stin D, b. 11 Ang., 18GG; d. '.!.7
Roswell S., b. 13 Dec .. 1867.
J.l lcwd A., b. 6 Nov., 1872.

BEXJAl\II~ \V An,imx 5

~lay,

1872.

(.J ohu, 4 John, 3 J o1m 2)

111.

Susie C. \Voo<l-

\Yard, Ihrtland, Yt., 3 1\Ia.rch, lSG-.1:.
John H., b. 15 J nne, 1863.
Benjamin W., b. 10 Ang., 1873.

J. 5 (Samuel D./ Joseph/ Benjamin 2)
1 t.l a.n., 1837.
Charles II., b. 30 Sept., 1858.

HEXRY

m. ~Iary

F. Davis,

Arthur D., b. 30 Sept., I8Gl ; d. 17 ,Jan., 18G3.
A(fred G., b. 24 Aug., 1863; d. :?6 Aug., 1863.
Omar E., b. 2 Dec., 18n±.
Grace Ina, b. 1 Oct., 18G6; d. 17 Oct., 18GG.
GEORGE

S. 5 (Samuel D .. 4 tT oseph, 3 Bcnjamin 2) m., 1st, Susan B.
\Yehster, 11 Jan., lSGO; 2c1, H elen E. DaYis.
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Children of Susan :
Jle?·bert TV., b. 23 June, 1861; d. 30 Nov., 1861.
Almon TV., b. 2 Jan., 1863.
Lilian ~I., b. 2~ Feb., 1867.

\VALTER 8. 5 (Samuel D./ J oseph, 3 Benjamin 2) m. Sarah J.
\Vebster.
Albert 1., b. 12 July, 1867.
CALYIN B., 5 Re\r. (Plummer, 4 Benjamin 3) m. ]\Iattie K. Zoll, Vermont, Fnlton Co., Ill., 22 Oct., 1867.
TVilUe A., b. 23 April, 1870.
Frank H., b. 20 July, 1873.

DANFORTH.
\YILLIAl\1 1 was born in London, probal,ly 1653. He was a resident of N ewlmry, 1G61. His first wife died 18 Oct.,
1678, leaving no children. He married, 2cl, Sarah
'l'horla.
lVilliam.
Jlfflr!J.

Richard, b. 31 June, 1{)80.
John, b. 8 Dec., 1681; d. Oct., 1772.
Jonathan, b. 18 1\Iay, 1685.
Thoma.~: b. 11 Sept., 1688.
Francis, b. 15 1\la.rch, 1691.
Joseph, b. 12 1\lay, 169-!.

NATIIANIEL, 3 gmndson of the above, was one of the first settlers
of B., came 1733.
Abigail, b. 7 Jan., 1735-the first child born in B.

She m. Thomas
Foss .
Elkannah, m. :Mary FlanderR, dan. of Jacob; he lived on Fish st.;
had son, Joshua, who took the name of Joshua Carleton.

\VILLIAl\r,3 probably brother of Nathaniel, a gra1iclson of \Villiam 1 ;
m. - - - Flood; came to B., 1733; owned at one
tim e th e mill at head of King st.
William, b. 18 Ang., 1748; m. Olive Elliot; d. 13 Oct., 1838.
Jededioh, m. - - - Rix, dan. of Nathaniel Rix.
Jllary, m. John Johnson.

Susan, m. Nathan Corser.

\VILLIAl\1 4 (\Villiam 3), h. 18 Ang., 1748; m. Olive Elliot.
Polly, L. 22 Nov., 1772; m. Folsom Bean.
Ruth, L. 20 Feb., 1777; m. Seth Conner.

Ennch, b. 1D Oct., 177-!; m. Hannah Haines.
1Villiam, b. 22 Jan., 1780; m. Betsey Putney; d. 24: Sept., 1846.
John, b. Aug., 1784; d. in infancy.
Jnlzn, b. 18 Dec., 1785; m. Bernice Corser; d. 18 Feb., 1850.
Edmund, b. 8 July, 1791; m. Rhoda Clough; d. 24 Oct., 1854.
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'\VrLLIAM 5 (\Villiam4 ), b. 22 Jan., 1780; m. Betsey Putney ; d.
24 Sept., 18-!G.
John Putney, b. f) Oct., 1811; m. Susan S. Putney.
Polly, b. 3 Feb. 1815; m. _0;'athan Kilburn.
Tamso n, b. 1 March, 1817 ; m. Joseph
.Jackman; lives in R.
Albert , b. :21 Dec., 1810; m., ht, ~Iary A. Fitts; 2Ll, Elizabeth
Nichols; :3<1. Rosanna E. SamlerR.
lVilliam . b. 2 May, 1820; m., 1st, 1\Iartha Sever; 2d, Lucia Nichols;
lives inl\Iinn.; civil e11gineer.
Orpha, h. 22 .Tan., 1827; d. D A11g., 1818.

"r·

ED:.vru.ND 5 (\ViJlimn 4), b. S July, 1191; m. llhoc1a Clough.

Hannah, b. 21 Dec., 181[); m. Daniel :\Iii ton.
Rlwrln, b. 3 Sept., 1821; d. 21 .Tune, 18:3-L
Enoch~ b. 41\Iay, 1825; m., 1st, l\Ielissa Colby; 2Ll, Lydia Fisk; lives
in Hopkinton.
George Sullivan, b. () 1\hy, 18:27; m., 1st, Maria Colby; 2d, Susan
Gwin; lives in San Francisco.
Reuben C., b. 17 Aug., 18::![); n1 . .Anna l\1. Dow; lives in Concord.
Chal'les S., b. 14 Nov., 18:31; 111. Fanny \V. ·w allace; lives in Concord.
Edmund, b. 12 .Tan., 1834:; m. l\Iary Safferty; lives in Cal.
Rhoda Rosetta, b. lll\Iarch, 18!3; m. Josiah C. Shaw.

J on.N 5 (\Villiam 4), b. 18 Dec., 1785; m. Bernice Corser.
Orin, b ..Jnne, 1831; m. A bra 1\Iorrill; lives in Gloucester, 1\Iass.;
children,-Artlmr, 1llar.11 Jlorrill.
Etta (christened .Llfeliitable), 1.>. 1G Oct., 1834; m. A. P. Bennett; d.
27 1\Iay, 1876.

C. 6 (Edmund, 5 \\Tilliam, 4 \Vi11iam 3), h. 17 Aug., 1829;
m. Anna l'U. Dow, of Concord, 20 .June, 1860.

TIEUBEN

Jiarian Elena, b. 8 June, 1862; d. 1 Feb., 18G3.
Jllarian Louisa, b. ~5 April, 186-t.
Can·iP. L ., b. 26 .Tnly, 18G7; d. 29 Oct., 1867.
llan·y A., b. 1 Jan., 187G.
ENocn 6 (Etlmnnd 5), b. 4 1\hy, 1824:; m., 1st, :Melissa Colby; 2d,

Lyllia Fisk.
.}laney A., Edu·ard Evaett, Edmund.
SuLLI\rAN 6

(Ednnmd 5), h. G 1\Iay, 1827;
Colby; 2d, Susan G\vin.

GEORGE

m., 1st, 1\Iaria

Edmund, Harry.
EDl\IUND

J onx

6

(Etlmun<JS), b. 12 Jan, 183-1 ; m. :Mary Safferty; four
children.

PuTNEY 6

(\Villiam 5) m. Susan Pntncy.

Henry P., b. Nov., 18-!5.
Emil!J J., b. J nne, 1848.
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ALBEnT 6

('iYilliam 5) m., 1st, l\hry Ann, dan. of Richard Fitts,
of B.: ~d, Nancy Elizabeth Nichols; 3ll, ~Irs. R. E.
Sander8.
Children of ~Inry Ann :
Fitts Albat, b. 7 June, 1840 .
.J.llary Ann, infant; d. 9 Feb., 1831.

Children of Nancy Elizabeth :
Lucius Nichols, b. 2 April, 185-±.
JJiary Li::::::ie , b. 18 Oct., 1857.

Child of R. E. Sanders :
Emma Lucinda, 22 Feb., 18Gl.

'iY ILLIA:u 6 (\Yilliam 5) m., 1st, :Martha Senr; 2d, Lucia :Xicbo s.
Children of Lucia, :
1Villimn, b. 1861.
Lucia, b. Sept., 1865.

DIX.
Compiled by Alfr ed Little.
RALPH/

one of the early settlers of Ipswich, ~lass. ; a fisherman ;
r emoYed to R eading, 1G62; m. Esther - - - ; died
there 2± Sept., 1GSS.

John, b. 1639; d. 12 .i.\Iarch, 17 J;j,
Samuel, b. 1GG1.
Stephen, L. 1GG±; d. young.
Stephen, b. 1672.
Sarah.

J OHN 2 (Ralph1 ) liYed on the homestead at R eading; m., 1st. Lydia - - - ; 2d, Anna, t;'\iuo",· of Joseph Fitch, 1 TOO.
Children of Lydia :
John,. ~ b. ancl d. 1693 .
L.-?JI l ta,
Lydia, b. 169;:5; d. 1709 .
Sarah, b. 1697.
Elizabeth, b. 1699.

Children of Anna :
Anna. b. 1702.
Smnuel, b.- 1706.
1lfary b. 1708.
Jonathan, b. 11 April, 1710.
Jam es, b. 1712.
Edson, b. 171-1. [See I!ist. Reading.]
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.JoxATHAX 3 (John/ Ralph 1), h. at Reading; was a tanner at Littleton, l\rass.; remoYed to H.; died there at the residence of his son, Timothy, 2-1 Dec., 1804, aged 9-!:
years, 8 months, 13 days ; was member of church
more than 75 years; m., 1st, Sarah, dan. of Rev. Benjamin Shattuck, of Littleton, Mass., 28 June, 1739,
·who d. tlH're 30 Sept., 177 5, agetl !)5 years, 9 months,
17 clays [see Shattuck :Memorial J; 2d, l\Iiriam Leland, of Hollis, .Jan., 1779, who d. there about 1833,
aged nearly 90.
One of Sarah's children was
Timothy, b. 7 Dec., 1743; d. 1824.

Child of J\Iiriam:
Jfiriam, d. at Hollis, agecl about 30.

TDWTHY 4 (.J onathan, 3 J olm 2) settled in B. ; was post-master for
many years ; remoYed to Pembroke, where he clietl.
l\[a,rried, 1st, Rachel Burbank, of Bow, 13 An g., 1769;
2<1, 1\Ir~. ---Brown; 3Ll, Mrs. Eliza Cunningham,
of Pembroke.
Children of Rachel:
Timothy, 1l. at French l\Iills, C.
Josiah Erou.:n, d. in childhood.

E., H .Xov., 1813.

TniOTIIY,S Col. (Timothy, 4 J onathan 3) was merckmt in B. [see
Hiog.J ; m., 1st; Abigail \Vilkins, of Amherst, 20
March, 1 1\J~, who d. 3 Dec., 1808 ; 2tl, Luey Hartwell, of Littleton, 1\Iass., 3 ,July, 1809; who Ll. 30
Dec., 186:3.
Chil<lren of Abigail:
Aliigail Wilkins, b. 1!) Nov., 1792; d. !) May, 1852; m. Gen. Moody
A. Pillsbury, of B., 1 Oct., 1818.
flaclzel Eurbrwk, b. 18 :\ pril, 170±; d. 15 Jan., 1827, at 1\Ialta; m.

l{ev. Daniel Temple, of Rearling, Mass., 4 Dec., 1821.
·were missionaries at Malta~ for which place they sailed 2
.T nn., 1822.
Timothy Ftlller Shattuck, b. 11 Feb., 17DG; d. Hi Oct., 1806 .
.John Adamg, b. 24 .Tnly, 1708.
Sophia Wilkins, b. 1 May, 1800; d. 2G .Tan., 1865, Portland, 1\le.;
m. Joshua C. Plummer, of B., 2.) Dec., 1828 .
...llarion .Jferzns, b. 17 April, 1802 ; cl .•Tnly, 1860, in Brookline,
l\Iass.; m .. John W'". Sulli\'an, 15 Dec., 18~5.
Lucy Jan e, b. 8 April, 1804; d. D Feb., 1858, in Bradford, Pa.; m.,
1st, Philip H. 'Vebster, of Bristol, 31 l\Iay, 1826, merchant at Danbury, who d. 7 Dec., 1830; 2cl, Col. Leavitt C.
Little, formerly of B., 30 June, 1837; lived at Bradford, Pa.
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Louisa Frances, b. 2:2 Jnly, 18013: m., ht, Gen. :\loony A. Pillsbury, of B., ~.) ~uv., 185:2; ~d, Rev. Etlw ard Buxton, of
\Vebster, 20 Dec., 1871.
JI.Iartlta Shennan, b. 16 Oct., 1808; d. 11 Jan., 180!1.

Chilllreu of Lucy :
Roger Sherman, b. 7 .June, 1810; cl. 7 .Jan., 1&±9, Hillsborough, Pa.
Timothy Browne, b. 21 Jan., 1812.
Cathe1·ine Hartlc ell, b. 1!J 1hy, 1813: 111. lion . .John A. llollcs,
\Vashington, D. C.
·
·

J OHX A., 6 Gen. (Timothy, 5 CoL, Tinwthy 4), m. Catharine :Horgan,
of New York city, 29 l\Iay,

18~6.

[S ee Biog.J

1lforgan , b. 1 Nov., 18::?7, in Kew York; reetor of Trinity church,
of that city; m . .Emily Woobcy Souther, of Xew York
city. 6 .Tune, 187 ±.
Baldwin, b. ~8 Nov., 1<::)~9, at Cooperstown, N.Y.; d. 1852, New
York city.
John TVilkins, b.:~ Dec., 1 83 ~, at Albany: N.Y.; d. 21 ..:\.pril, 1877,
in New York city.
Elizabeth Jlor.r~an, b. 7 :\1a.y, 183:), at Albany; m. Charles F. Blake,
New York city, 11 April, 1860.
Charles Temple, b. 2.:5 Feb., 1808, at ) .. lbany: m. Camilla. Ottalie
\\' atson, in Lontlon, Eng., D :\larch, 1868; d. at Rome,
l\Iarch, 1872.
Catharine .J lm·gan, b. H ,Jan., 1813, in l\ladeira; m. Thomas 'Vabh,
in Paris, lG April, 18G8.
Anna .Jlaria, b. and d. July, 18-!7, East Hampton) .N.Y.

RoGER

SrrERl\IA~, 6

Li<:'ut. CoL (Timothy, 5 Col., Timothy 4), m.
1\Irs. )lary Dean. [See Biog. J

Cathm·ine .J lorgan , Emma Sherman, Fanny Beall.
Trl\IOTHY BROW~E 6

(Timothy,S Col., Timothy 4)
Gibbs, Dec., 184:7.

m.

Caroline L.

Florence.
Evelyn.
Roger Sherman, b. 10 Dec., 1861.

DURGIX.
Compiled by )Irs. E. \V. Durgin.

\VILLIAl\r 1

came from England ·with a brother, 1690, awl settled
in ..Mass.

\VILLIAM, 2

h. 1117; m. Hannah Elliott; had seven sons and :fh:-e
tlaughters; settletl in Epping; moved thence to San1ornton, 1768; d. 1787.

Jorrx, 3 b. 13 Aug, 1736; n1. Lytlia Morrison; had eight children;
d. 1G Oct., 18-!S.

GENEALOGICAL-EASTMAN.

521

SAMUEL :lllomuso~, 4 b. 20 Jnly, 17!10; mowd to B., 1812, ' 1:J;
m. Hannah, dau. Capt. Joseph Pearson, of Haverhill;
settled in the Yalley near the chmch; erected building
now occupied by Charles J. Chadwick alH1 son, for
dressing cloth and canli11g wool. He mannhctured
hand spinning and linen wheeb; carried on earriagemaking and wheelwright business. lie was depnty
sheriff for many years, am1 selectman, and held Yarious other offices of trust. I le was a kind neighbor
and an excellent citizen. He d. 10 J nne, 187J. II is
wife, b. 1 Jan., 1788, Ll. 15 Feb.~ 1860.
Horace Johnson, b. 20 June, 1817; m . .Ta11e, widow of Simeon
Stevens, of Andover, 1\Ias~.: resides in Lawrence, 1\Iat:s;
one child, Jfaria, b. 1D Nov., 1850.
Susan Pearson, b.19 1\lay, 13::.?0; m.ll. N. Atkinson; d. 10 May,
1869.
Sarah Ann, b. 1± May, 182:2.
Isaac Pew·.~on, b. 8 June, 18:26.
Ezel.:iel Webster, b. 15 Jnne, 1831.

IsAAC PEARS0~ 5 (Samuel :nl. 4 ) m. Eliza J., dau. of Jam es l\I.
:Mitchell, 2() Dec., 1851.
Plumie A., b. 18 Sept., 1853; d. 4 Oct., 1853.
Annie C., b. 24 Jan., 1855; d. 7 Jnue, 1865.
~JJiary S., b. 15 June, 18.57.
Willie 1., b. 29 Aug., 18.)9.
Eddie C., b. 31 Dec., 1863.

EzEKIEL \Y. 5 (Samuel l\L 4) m. Mary A., Llan. of Lysias Em erson,
25 Dec., 18GG.
Everett TV., b. 23 Sept., 1867.
Sarah Edith, b. 20 Jan., 1871.
.Jlary Alice, b. 11 .June,] 872.
Frank H., b. 13 March, 1875.

EASTl\1AN.
Compiled by "rilliam Temple.

RoGER came from England in 1G40; settled at Sali~bury.
1

J OSEPH 3 (Benjamin/ Roger 1 ) was the youngest son of B enjamin
and Naomi (Flanders) Eastman ; b. in Salisbury,
1\Iass., 17 July, 1700; m., 2J Sept., 1724, Mrs. Dorothy (Lindsey) Quimby.
Elizabeth, b. 1 May, 1725.
Sarah, b. 2± Nov., 17:26.
Naomi, b. 17 Dec., 17:28; m. Joseph Long, of Chester.
Be11jamin, b. 9 Sept., 1730; lived where Hamilton P. Gill now
lives.
Elenor, b. 16 April, 173~.
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Timothy, m . Hannah Richardson, d. 1820, aged 87.
Susanna, m. ·winthrop Carter, of B.; d. 1828, a~ed 90.
J eremiah. b. in B., 5 Feb., 1740. The other children were b. in

Salisbury, Mass.

JosEPH/ Capt. (Joseph, 3 .Jolm, 2 Roger 1 ) m., 1st, Elizabeth ,Jackman, dau. of George Jackman; 2c1, Abigail Eastman~
of Concord. He was captain N. H. Hangers; movell
to Concord; d. 1815, ageLl 00. [See Biog. J
Children of Elizabeth:
TT"illiwn, b. 12 Feb., 1758; m. Phebe Elliot; settled at Horse Hill.
Elizabeth, b. 1D Sept., 17Gl; d. young.

Children of Abigail :
Ilenry, b. 12 July. 1765.
James, b. 5 Aug., 1767.
Dorothy, b. 7 Aug., 1 iG9.
Natlwn, b. :30 Jnly, 1772 .
.1Yaonii, b. 11 Feb., 1778.
Polly, b. 15 Oct., 1780.
Sarah, b. 30 July, 17S~l.

BEx J Al\II~ 4 ( ,J oseph 3) m. Susannah ,Jackman ; resided m B. till
1781; moYed to Newport.
Jeremiah, b. 2 .Tnly. 1758.
Johnson, h. 15 l\Iarch. 1764.
Snsannalt. b. Aug .. 176G.
E:::1·a,

b. 4 Jnlle,.17U9.

Enoch. b. 2G Oct., 1772.
Amos, b. IS Dec., 177-!.
Hannah, b. IS .i\larcb, 1777.
Benjamin, b. ~:2 .June, 1781.
,"J'usannah, b. G 1\larch, 178-L
TnroTHY 4 (J oseph 3), h. 17:33; m. Hannah R,ichardson, of Chester.

Sarah, b. 2 ,Tan., 1760; m. l\loses Morse; d. lG July, 1837.
Hannah. b. 9 l\Iay. 17Gl; m. Daniel Dnrbank.
Priscilla, b. 2 l\lay, 17G:3; m. Abraham Sweat.
Thomas. b. 1 Nov .. 17fi-±; m. Lois Baker.
Lydia, b. 2:3 Ang., 17GG; m. Jonathan Ball.
Enoch, b. 31 :;\larch, 1770; m ., 1st, Betsey Bartlett; 2cl, Judith

Adams.
J>ear:wn, b. 8 Oct., 1772; m. Martha Sweat.
J eremiah, b. :W Dec., 177-1; m. Rebekah Corser.
Timothy, b. 2 Dec., 1776; m. Dorothy IInnt.
Jonathan, b 17 Sept.. 1778; m. Snsan Vale.
Polly, m. David "'illiams.

GENEALOGICAL-ELLIOT.

ELLIOT.
('ompiled by John Kimball.

J OSEPH 1 moYeu from Newton to the '· Dorough," in Concord, 19
Feb., 1778. He m. Lydia Goollwin, who was h. in
Newton, 30 Jan., 1753. and d. G June, 1856 [see History of Concord, p. 651]. On the one hundredth anniversary of her birth, inten>::-;ting ::;en·ices were held at
the house of her son, David Elliot. She was lll. in 1773.
Sally, m. Ilezekiah Ilntchins, Rumford, l\le.
Poll!!· m. Leonard \Yhitney.
Dm·id, m.l\Iehitable Farnum; resided at the "Borough," in Concord.
Joseph, m. Dorcas Farnum.
Frerleric, m. Naucy Colby.
Jacob.
Samuel. m. Emma Sargent, Rumfonl.
Benjamin, b. 20 April, 1789.
Judith, m. David Colby, Rumford.
Eleanor, m .•Jacob Lnfkin, Uumford.
Lydia, m . .Nathaniel Simpson, Concord.
BEXJAl\II:N 2

1
( J oseph ),
born at the " Borough," in Concord;
m. J ullith Colby, who:::;e father lirecl on Dagody hill.
'l'hey settled first in Conconl, and afterwards at the
bend of the Contoocook river, in B., near the residence of Calvin Gage; d. July, 1865. His wife, h.
April, 17V-1, d. Sept., 18--1-2.

Rhoda, b. ~2 Sept., 18H; m. Enos Hutchins.
Parn ey, b. ~0 Ang., 1815; m., 1st, Chase Fowler; 2d, Alpheus
Clough.
Joseph, lJ. :2i3 Sept., 1817; m. Phebe Hutchins; cl. 2~ Feb., 1853.
Sarah, b. 5 Jnly, 181!); lives iu Oregon.
Benjamin, b. 8 Juue, 1821: m. Mary Pntney; d. Ang., 1868.
Phebe .J., b. G .Jnne, lS:n; m. Samuel K. Blanchard.
Dol'ca s C., b. 28 Aug., 1825; m. Cyrus F. Fletcher, of \Yest Concord.
Freeman. b.19 Sept., 1827.
Lucy, L. 8 Sept., 18::?9; d. 8 ..May, 1831.
Alfred, b. 5 Sept., 183:!.

J OXATHAN 1 (another family) m. Naomi Swett.
Jl!oses.
Lois, resided in the house now occupied by Luther Gage; m.
Euoch Gerald.

l\losEs 2 ( J onathan 1)~ b. at Newton ; grad. at Dart. college 1808;
m. Sarah Par::oons~ of N ewbnr.'r, ::\lass.; was at one
time settled as a Congregational mini::;ter in Reading,
Vt.; resided on Queen street (South); J. at Templeton, :\lass., 9 May, 18-±a.
Luther C., Jl!ilton, 1llilton. H em·y .Jf., .ll laria, El(jalt P., Soph1·onia,
.illoses, Sarah, Jonathan, .Jiutlnw P., Richard, Lo:s.
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SAl\IUEL

m. Ruth, dan. of Ezra Abbot: of Coneonl [see Abbot], 24
l\[arch, 18:?!); d. 6 Sept., 187:?.

TVilliam G., b. 14: Feb., 1830; cl. 8 ~lay, 185-l.
Je1·emiah L., b. 13 March, 1831; cl. 5 June, 1801.
Clwrle.~ J., b. 3 Dec., 1833; m. Henrietta 0. Swett .
.Tolm T., h. 10 Feb .. 18:35; cl. 6 Oct., 1857.
Amanda II., b. 8 Jan., 1846; d. 8 Nov., 1863.

FAIG\IER.
C'ompiled by l\Irs. C. C. C'offin.

The Farmers of America came from the Yicinity of Ansley,
\Yarwickshire, England, of which place John Farmer \Yas a substantial citizen in 160±.
J onN/ of Ansley, probably son of the above, married Isabella
narhage, of Great Parkinston. lie dieLl in Ansley
in 1660. His widow, Isabella, came to ~lass., with
some of her children, allCl settled in Billerica. She
subsequently m. Ehler Thomas \Yiswall, of Camhriclge,
now Newton. She d. in Billerica, Dee., 1683, very
aged.
EDWAim 2 (John 1), h. at Ansley, 16±1, came to l\[ass., 1610-1G73;
settled in Billerica; admitted to tom1 privileges 11
Jan., 1673. He lived a short time in \Voburn; held
offices of trust and honor; m. l\lary - - - ; d. in
Billerica, 27 l\Iay, 1721, aged 86. His homestead has
remained in the family for seYen generations.
Sarah, b. in England; m. her cousin, Thomas Pollard, of Coven-

try, England, who came to Billerica. She d. 3 l\lay, 1725.
John, b. 10 Aug., 1G'il; m. Abigail--; d. D Sept., 17313.
Edzcanl, b. 22 .March, lGH; m. :\Iary Hichardson; d. 17 Dec.,
1752.
llfary, b. 3 Nov., 1675.
Barberry, b. :2G Jan., 1677.
Elizabeth, b. 17 ~lay, 1G80; m. "William Green, of Malden.
Thomas, b. 8 ,Jan., 1G38; m. Sarah Hunt; d. in Hollis, 1767.
Oliver, b. 2 Feb., IG86; m. Abigail Johnson, of 'Voburn; d. 23
Feb., 17G1, at Billerica.
0LIVER 3

(Eclward, 2 Jolm 1), b. 2 Feb., 1686; m. Abigail Johnson.

Alligail. b. 22 Dec., 1717: d. 1718.
.rilligail, b. 14 Jan., 1719; m. Jonathan Richardson, of Billerica.

11/ary, b. 2G Aug., 1721; m. "~ illiam Baldwin, of Billerica; d. Sept.,
1803.
Sarah, }b 14 D
r')o, 5m. Edward .Jewett, Rowley; d. 1819.
Rebecca,
·
ec., I-<>' l m. Samuel Rogers, of Billerica; d. 30
Aug., 1809.
Oliver, b. 31 July, 1728.

/
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Isabella, b.
2:1
ErltNml, b.
John, b. 7
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2 .March, 1131; m. Benjamin ·warren, of Billerica; d.

Feb., 17Gl.
2! Feb., 17:3±; m. Sarah Brown; d. 19 Aug., 1811.
Dec., 1737; m., 1st, Ha11nah Davie; 2d, .!\Irs. Sarah
(Rus,;;ell) Adams.

J OH:N 4 (01ivcr, 3 Ech·an1, 2 John 1), b. 7 Dec., 1737; m., 1st, Hannah
Da,·is ; ~ll, l\[rs. t:\arah (l~ussell) (Bowers) Adams.
Sarah Russell was directly connected with the Russell
family, so long prominent in English hi.story,-Lord
\rilliam Rns::;ell, Lehe:tded in the tower-a \Yoman of
rare Yirtnes and character. She was born in Dracnt,
J\lass.; m., 1st.,--- Bower:;; 2L1, - - - Adams;
3tl, John Farmer. Upon the ll eath of her thinl 1ms1and, she came to B. with her children, ,John and
Hannah, to be near h er children by her first marriage,
who had become citizens of J~. Bhe lived to the age
of 85, in possession of all her faculties, with the exception of sight, of which she was deprived for more than
30 years. She tl. in Pembroke, :l\brch, 18-!G.
Children of Hannah:
Hannah, Rebecca, Abigail, Poll!}, John, Lucy.
Children of Sarah:
Jultn, Col., b. 11 Dec., li91; m. Sally Gerrish, dan. of l\Ioses Gerrish, of B. ; d. 17 .Jnly, 18:J6. [See Biog. J
Hannah, b. 15 Dec., 1794:; m. Bliss Corser, of B.; d. 4 Feb., 185:?,
Portage, N.Y.
JoH~} CoL (John/ 01iver, 3 Edward/ Johu 1), b. 11 Dec., 1791;
m. Sally Gerrish, 11 Feb., 1819. [See Biog. J
llfoses Ge1·ri.~11. Prof., b. 9 Feb., 1820; m. Hannah T. Shapleigh;
resides in Newport. lt. I. [See Biog. J
Page French, b. 28 .Jnne, 18:21; d. '27 July, 18:22.
John Page, b. 2! Sept., 1823; m. :i\lartha Locke, Great Falls; reRi<les in Minn.
Sallie R~tssell, b. 30 Ang., 1826; m. Charles C. Coffin; resides in
Boston.
Jane G1·ey,
~b. 7 JLg;_e, 1828; m. Ephraim Little, of \Yebster;
d._, .June, Hl67.

Je1'emialt Oti.~, . b. 7 June, 1828; d. G Dec., 1828.
l\IosES GERIU::m 6 (J ohn, 5 Col., .Tohn, 4 01i,'er, 3), h. 9 Feb., 1820;
m. Hann ah '_r. Shapleigh, of Elliot, .Me. [See Biog.J
Sarah Jane, b. 22 .Jnly, 18-!7.
Clatence, b. :2'"i .:\lay, 186U; d. 27 :i\Iay, 1860.

J

ORX

P A.GE 6 (.John, 5 Col., J o1m, 4 Oliver 3), b. 2-! Sept., 1823; rn.

l\Iartha Locke, Great Falls.
John Quincy, b. 2H Feb., 18±8; d. 8 l\[ay, 1857.
J.l!artha Jane, b. 17 .Jnne, 1851; d. 10 1\Iarcu, 1857.
J.lfary White, b. 22 1\Iarch, 1 85~.
Charles Russell, L. 11 .!\larch, 1855.
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FELLO\VS.
The Fellows family of Boscawen anJ Salisbury are descendants of
JOHN, 1

of King8ton.

l\IosEs 2 was born in Kingston, 9 Aug., 1755; settled m Salis-

bury; m. Sarah, dau. of Reuben Steyens, of Plaistow ; d. 1846.
Ilez ekiah, b. 22 Dec., 1782; d. 1783.
Hezekialt, b. 18 June, 178±; m. Pamelia F. Senter. [See Biog.]
Jlloses, b. 26 .Jan., 1786; m., 1st, Miriam Bean; 2d, 1\lehitable
Eastman, of Salisbury; 3d, Lucia Eastman, sister of ::\Iehitable; d. in Salisbury, 20 1\Iarch, 1864:. [See Biog.J
Reuben, b. 12 Oct., 1789.
Ebenezer, b. 21 Jun e, 1790; m. Elizabeth Carr; d. 21 Jan., 1857.
Jam es Senter, b. 7 Nov., 1791.
Sarah, b. 4 Dec., 1793.
Sanwel, b. 28 Nov., 1795; m. Betsey D. \Yilliams; lives inN. Y.
Elizabeth, b. 14 Sept., 1797.
Polly, b. 8 Feb., 180il; J. Feb.. 1863.
llleele, b. 3 April, 1802; d. 20 Oct., 1853.
Adonij'a!t, b. 17 :Jlarch, 1804.
Pierce, b. 3 July, 1807; d. April, 1862.

HEZEKIAH 2 (Moses 1), b. 18 June, 178J; m. Pamela F. Senter.
Salome. b. 26 .July, 1807; d. 23 Jan., 1823.
A son, b. 11 July, 1809; d. 30 Sept., 1809.
Catharine, b. 30 Sept., 1810; d. t5 1\larch, 1813.
Ebenezer S enter, b. 1813; d. 21 Oct., 1829.
John, b. 7 Oct., 1815; grad. Dart. coli., 1841; studied medicine;
practitioner at Loudon; m. Leonora Hosmer, of B.; d. at
Concord, 1873.
Jlloses, b. 11 1\Iarch, 1818; d. 14 July, 1819.
Catharine Ann, b. 6 ..l\Iay, 1820; m. Horace Gleason, of Boston, 23
Feb., 1837.
Lucy S enter, b. 27 1\lay, 1822; d. 4 Oct., 1846.
George Riley, b. 19 April, 182-l; m. Fanny B. \Yheeler, of Nashua; enlisted in Co. A, 8th N. H. Reg't; d. at Carrollton,
La., 13 Dec., 1862.
Salome, b. 25 Aug., 1827; m. D. A. Macurdy .
.MosEs 3 (~loses/ Jolm 1 ), b. 26 Jan., 1786; m., 1st, :Miriam Bean;
2J, l\lehitable Eastman; 3d, Lucia Eastman.

Children of l\Iehitable :
]lfiriwn, m. Hiram Gage.
Caroline, m. Fry \V. Gile, of Littleton; lives in Kansas.
Charles TV., m. Rebecca Eastman, of Salisbury; merchant iu Bos-

ton.

GENEALOGICAL-FITZGERALD, FLANDERS.
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FITZGERALD.

EDw_.um [see First SPttlers ], b. in Irelantl; m. l\Iehital)le Uran,
sister of John Uran.
Jr111e, b. 12 .Tan., 1142: m . .Asa Corser [see Corser].
Jlary, b. 24 .Tan., 1744.
Sr1rah, b. 1-l Feb., 17-!G; m. Samuel Corser; d. 1 .Tan., 1808.
Jame.~,
1
A
1- . {d. in army, at Ticonderoga.
R ebekah, ) 1). 10 ug., 1 48 ' m. Oliver lloyt; moved to Concord.
Edzcard, b. 24 Oct., 1751; m. ---Corser; d. 21 Nov., 1817.
Susanna, b. Oct., 1758.
Dorcas, b. 15 J\fay, 17.3G; m. Davill Carter; d. 13 Feb., 18JG.
ltachel, b. 9 .Tnly, 17;58; m. Samuel :l\Iorse; d. 7 Feb., 18:)7.
Jnlm, b. 10 .Tnly, 1761.
J.lfarllta, b. 10 June, 17G6; m. James Corser; d. 16 Feb., 1828.

FLA_l_'U)ERS.
STEPHE:~}

the only emigrant of the name, so far as i::; known,
came to Salisbury, 1\fass., ·with his wife Jane, between
1640 and 1646, n.ncl was one of the first settlers of that
town. He a. 'J7 June, 1684.

SteJlhen, b. 8 :i\Iarch, JG-16; m. Abigail Carter; d. July, 17H .
.1.l!ary.
Philip, b. 14 Jnne, 1G52.
Sorah.
j\'"aom/, m. Joseph Eastman.
John, b. 11 Feb., I G5!); m. Elizabeth Sargent; d. at South Hampton, 17 45.

J OH)I 2 (Stephen 1 ), b. 11 Feb., 1650; m. Elizabeth Sargent.
Jacob, b. 5 Ang., 168!); m. l\lercy Clough; John, Ezelc·iel, Josiah,
Philip, Jonathan, Tamson, Ilannah.

JAcon 3 (.Jolm, 2 Stephen 1). An early settler of B. One of the
committee to bnihl the log meeting-house, 1708. He
came from South Hampton ; m. ::\Iercy Clough.
Taliitlw, b. 7 April, 1711; m. Andrew Bohonon.
Jacob. b. 5 Ang., 1715; m. Naomi Darling; lived on Fish st.
J esse, Dea., m. nuth "r ebster, of Salisbury.
Ezekiel, m. Sarah Bishop.
Jnhn, m. Eunice Jackman.
Philip, killeJ at Crown Point [see Military History].
B f'tSC!J, m. Daniel Rolfe.
n,tth, m. John Elliot.
Jlannah, m. John Knowlton.
1ll ehitaVle.

JA con 4 (Jacoh, 3 John/ Stephcn 1) m. Raomi Darling.
Jferc!J, b. 17 1\Iay, 17-t 3.

Joseph, b. 27 July, 1753.
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Jlfary, b. 13 :May, 175.5; m. Elkannah Danforth.
One!.iyphorus, b. :.W Dec., 17tH ; m. Sarah Foster.

JESSE 4 (Jacob, 3 John, 2 Stephen 1 ), deacon of B. ehnrch; sol<lier at
Bunker Hill, Canada, &c. [See l\lilitary History.]
l\Iarried llnth \Y ebster, of Salisbury; resideJ in house
OIYned by F. P. Atkin~on.
Jlloses, b. 20 ,Jan., 1749; d. young.
Ilannah, b.] 7 .May, 175±; m. Aaron Flanders; d. 13 Dec., 18-±4.
J esse, b. 13 Aug., 1755; m. Elenor l\Iorey.
David, Capt., b. 1!) .Jan., 1758; m. Hannah Kimball; d. 31 Dec.,
1842. He was in battle of Bunker Hill; lived on 'Vater
st., at corner of road leading to Great Pund, near Bradley
Atkinson's residence; d. in .Franklin.
Sarah, b. 21 Feb., 1760; d. young.
Jllerc y, b. 28 l\Iarch, 17G2.
Jlloses, b. :2 .June, 1iG7; m. Hannah Clark.
Sarah, b. 1:2 Oct., 1769 ; m. Charles Collins.
EzEKIEL

4

(.Jacol,, 3 .John, 2 Stephen 1) Ill. Sarah Bishop; lin·d at
corner ],e]ow South sclwol-honse, on \Yater st.; killed
by the Indians 1vhile hunting 1erwer at N e1vfonnd
lake, 175G.

Ezekiel, b. 1743; m .•Jerusha Gooowin; d. 1 Jnne, 1825.
Enos, b. S Feb., l'i-:1:5; m. Sarah La1Jgley, of Dmham.
Sarah, b. 2 Dec., 1747.
Susannah, b. 2 No,r., 1749.
Aphia, b. 3 .!\'larch, 1752; m. ---Colby.
Jemima. b.!) April, 1754: m. Simeon Danforth; d. 15 1\Iay, 1812.
Benjamin, b. 8 Aug., 1836; lost at sea

J onx 4 (.Jacob, 3 John/ Stephen 1) m. Ennice Jackman ; lived
where hi::; gra11dson Jacob now li;res, near corner of
1·oad leatling to east end of Great Pond.
Aaron, b. 5 Aug., 17.1)0; m. Hannah Flanders.
John, Lieut., b. 13 Oct., 1752; m. Elizabeth, widow of .John Stevens, dau. of George Jackmau, E,q.; served iu HeYolution.
[ See Biog.J
Betty, b. 1:) June, 1755; m. Nichola'> Elliot.
Daniel, b. 18 ,June, 17 58 ; u. young.
Lois, b. 16 Feb., 1750; m .•Joseph Knowlton.
Daniel, b. 1G Sept., 1752; m. - - - Greeley.
Eunice. b.!) July, 17G5; m. Peter Dean .
.Tucob, b. 11 .April, 17G8; m. l.\Iargaret Hogers.
Jackman, b.!) Ang., 1773.
Joseph, m. Relief Drown.
Patience.
EzEKIEL 5

(Ezekiel/ Jacob, 3 John, 2 Stephen 1), b. 1743; m .•Ternsha
Good win, of Concord ; built house on to"·n poor-farm,
'Vater st.
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lllary, b. 20 :Nov., 1766; m. Samuel Robie.
Sarah, b. 1:3 F eb., 17()8; m. :::;auJUcl H emphill.
1llar£ha, b. 23 :::;ept., 176!); m .•Joseph llale.
Swmn nah, b. G Aug .. 1771; m. Thomas Austin.
Anna, b. 3 ,June, 177-!; m. Eliphalet Holmes .
E:::ekiel.
LJJ!lia, b. 20 .Tune, 1777; m. J eremiah ·webber.
Isra ~l .

b. 13 Nov., 1780; m. Sally Can.
111. Polly, dau. of Eliakim " ralker.

Benjamin, b. 19 Aug., 1782;

Exos 5 (Ez('kiel, 4 Jacob, 8 John, 2 Stephen 1), 1. 8 :Feu., 1145; m.
Sn,rah Lm1gley, of Durham; move<l to Ver~hire, Vt.
E11os . b. 17 July, 1'770.
Sanwel , b. 7 Feb., 1773.
John. b. 1 I Ang., 1777 ; m. Polly Brewer.
Eetself, b. 20 Dec., 1778.
Ee njc~min, m. Sarah Funnell.

Jacoh, 8 John/ Stephen 1), b. 5 Aug., 17.30; m.
lhnna.h :Fla11Llers; lived at ~;orner of \Vater ~t., lower
eml; d. 13 FeJJ., 18-t.G.

AAlW.x 5 (.Tohn,4

Aaron, b. 15 July, 1773; m. Betsey Fellows, of Dorchester; d. in
Hudson, N. Y.
IIanuah. h.:) Ja11., 1775; m. Phineas Flanders; d. 13 June, 1836.
~llehitable, b. 11 Jan., 1770; d. April, 1867.
Sophia, b. 2.5 ,June, 1778 ; d. 5 Oct., 1 7!19 .
.leslie, b. 18 July, 1779; m. Lydia Quimby, of Springfield; d. 20
Sept., 18.3fl.
John, b. ]:3 .Tan., 1781; m. Hannah Haines, of Dorchester; d. at St.
Albans.
Drusilla, b. 18 Feb., 178~; m. Eleazar Bm·hank, of St. Albans .
.1lfoses, b. 2-1 Sept., 1783; m. Eunice Flanders; d. at Ypsila11ti. Mich.
Jacob, b. 18 .Jan., 178;); m. Betsey Colt; d. at Cambria, N. Y.
Ruth , b. 10 Jnly, 1786; d. 1799.
ll'el;ster, b. :25 l\lay, 1788; ru. Olive Foster; d. at St. Albans.
llelwcca, b. 1~ Sept., 1700; m. John Hart; d. at Pomfret, Vt.
Charlo tte, b. 31 .1\Iarcb, 1792.
Apphia C(!tfin, 7 Nov., 179:3; m. Samnel C. Flanders; d. 1846.
ZilJihirt,
l b lfJ -:\I . l
111. J os0ph Burpee; d. I 8G7.
Experience,
me 1 ' 1 0 ' m. Sam'l Sanborn, of Dorchester.

t ··

S.-\.l\IUEL

rg-. {

J..

(Jolm, 5Phinea~ 4 ), b. 28 Feb., 1703; m. Anna
of Aaron :Flanders ; d. 18GG.

e.G

c., llau.

Ou.IJ C., b. 1 .Jan . . 1818; d. 18;37.
Plzon!t .A11n, b. ~;j l\lay, 1819; d. !] Nov., 18-ll.
Eli:::ul,ctlt .J., b. 11 Dec., 1820; m. Phin eas Flanders; resides in

\Vt>hster.
Ilannill(t.l IV., h. 21 April, 182:2; m. Ann llegan; resides in B.
John S., tl. in i11fancy.
John .S., h. ~ Sept., 182G; d. at Tiffin, 0.
Loui.~a

JI., b.~ Ang., 1828; d. Ang., 18H.

Sanwel 8., b. 25 Feb., 18:30; m. J::,ebecca Regan; d. at Clyde, 0.
Lucien G., b. 8 Dec., 183:1; d. 25 Dec., 18H.
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JoHx/ Li ent. (.John/ Jacob 3 ), b.13 Oct., 1752; soldier of Revolution [see Military History]; m. Elizabeth, widow of
.John Stevens ; cl. 1 April, 182T.
John S., b. 15 Nov., 1781.
George J., b. 10 Aug., 1783; m., 1st, Polly Call; 2J, Cynthia Ashley, of Owego, :N. Y.
Phin erts, b. 5 .June, 178!); m. Charlotte, dan. of Aaron Flanders.
Eliza1Jeth, b. 18 May, 17D1 ; m. Samuel B. Dailey.
Som~tel C., b. 28 Feb., 17D3; m. Anna C., dau. of Aaron Flanders.
Philip, b. 2D Feb., 17D7.
Guy C., b. 18 ::\Iarch, 17!)8; d. at sea.
Joseph , b. 27 .Tuly, 18''0.
Eanice, b. 26 Sept., 1802; m. l\loses Flanders.

PHINE.Af\ 6 (John, 5 Lieut.) m. Charlotte Flanders.
Charlotte, b. 17 .June, 1815.
JJ[ehitable, b. G l\Iay, 181 G.
Phin ette, b. 1818; d. young.

Phin eas, b. 1 July, 1820; m. Elizabeth J. , dau. of Samuel C. Flanden;.
Lm·ote, b. 21 April, 1822; d. young.

PHIXE..:'u.; 7 (Phineas 6) m. Elizabeth J. Flamlers; resid es
ster.

111

\Yeb-

Lvcien P., b. 17 Sei>t., 185±.
Lottie A., b. 16 Oct., 1 ~.)!).
Louisa J., b. 18 Jan., 18G l.

HANNIBAL \Y. 7 (Samu el C.,G Juhn, 5 Lieut.), 1. 21 ~\pri l, 1822;
m. Ann Ryan.
Leanda R .. b. 31 Ang., 1857.
Ann .JI., b. ± F eb., 1859.
Edgar H., b. Oct., 1864.

SAl\'IUEL S. 7 (Samuel C., 6 Jolm, 5 Lieut.), b. 25 Feb., 1830; m.
Rebecca, Regan; d. in Clyde, 0.
Emma J., b. 22 June, 1854.
John S., b. 1 Jan., 1~.)G.
Tlwnws .T., b. 2 Sept., 1857.
GeoJ'(JC S.
Olit·e1· II.
J.lfattie .A.

JAcon 5 (John/ JacoV), h. 11 .April, 17'68; m. Margaret Rogers;
lived in house now the resiLlence of J acub C.
Samuel I?., m. l\largaret Burnham, of Bow.
Jacou C., m. Louisa, tlau. of Ddvid Jackman.

S.A.l\IUEL R.. 6 (.J acoV) m. l\Iargaret Burnham .
.J.lfargaret, Jacob, Samu el .
.J.\.COB

C. 6 (.JacoL 5J m. Louisa Jackman.

David, who eulistecl in the U. S. service, supposed to have been
killed in Lattle.
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b. proba-bly in .Xewbnry; m. Abigail---.

Sarah, b. 0 .Tan., 1726; m .•Tohn Hale.
Olire, b. 2:3 Sept., 17:28.
LPnlll el. b 28 Oct., 17:30; d. S .Aug., 17:10.

1 •)·) l' b 1,...3"
1-":). ~ c.--•e.,
, ..).

c•
{ )l b 1"0t
;::.rww
P.

Abigail, } · " c ·' j · - ' - '
cl. 12 Aug., 173G.
Swmu:l, b. 13 Sept., 1 73-!.
LemuPl . b.± Sept., 17:3G.
Amw, b. 2 J\Iarch, •17:30; m. Samuel .Jackman.
Lucy, m. Ephraim
oodbury.

"r

LEl\JUEL

2

(SnmneP), h. 4: Sept., 17:36; m. ::\Iary
n enr Bea.Yer Dam brook.

lived

Sam11el, b. 9 FeL., 17£38.
Anna, b. 20 Nov., 17;)fl.
J.llofty, b. ~-!Nov., 171)1.
Rnyal, b. 9 July, 176:3.
J.Yathnniel, b. 20 .July, l'iG:l.
Eli.:ubetlt, b. 11 Jan., 17US.
Al1igail, h. 22 Dec., 1771.
Olive, b. 21 Sept.. 1773.
Lenw Pl, b. 18 Oct., 177li.
Samuel, h. 24. Oct., liSU; m. Eunice. clan. of Eliphalet Kilbnm, of H.
SA::\IUEL, 3

(LPmuel, 2 SamueP), b. 21 Sept., 1780; rn. Ennice Killmm, of B. ; liYed on Uor~er hill.

Cepfwg, b. 7 Feb., 1702.
b. 20 Feb., 1So±.
J.llary. m .•Tedediah Da11forth.
Eunice, b. 27 Aug., 1808; m. 'Ym. T. Pillsbnry, of B.
Stanton P., b. 30 April. 1811; m .• fane Hallock.
&mth E., b. 20 Jnne, 181±; m .•James Howe.
Jlaniet, b. 10 Feb., 1817; m. Aaron Brown.
NathaniPl, b. 12 March, 1819.
Eli:::abetlt, b. 2 Aug., 1824; nt. Nicholas Sheik.
R1~(us,

LE.!\IVEL 3

(Lemuel/ SnmueP), h. 18 Oct., 1706.

::n ,June, 1798.
f3mnuel, u. ~0 l\lay, 1801.
BenJumin, L. 16 .July, 180:3.
llfilfmry, b. 15 Oct., 1807.
Oily, b. 1:3 Oct., 1800.
L emuel, b.::?-! June, 1815.

Royal, b.

STAXTON PimXTICE 4

(SnmneJ3), h. 30 April, 1811; m. Jane N.

Hnlloek.
Stanton P., b. 20 Aug., l8t10; d ..Jan., 1859.
Cltarle.<; A ugttslus. b. lG Feb., 1818.
Cepfws, lives in Fisherville.
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Jon~,

b. 2 Dec., 1772; an early settler in B., cousin probably
of Lemuel. He 1nilt a honse on Queen st.
oml wife was ::\Irs. Anna (Ellison) Bamfonl.

His sec-

S.HIUEL came from Newbury, probably the first lawyer and tavern-keeper in B. Ilis Sl'Cond wife was J\ir~. Carter,
widow of Dr. Ezra Carter, of Concord, whose two
daughters marrietl Nathaniel Green, Esq., and Dr.
Daniel Peterson. He was a prominent and influential citizen.
FRENCII.
Compiled by Alfred Little.

JOEL/ b. at Tewkshnry, 1\hss., 24 :May, 1779; d. 27 Sept., 1826;
was merchant in B., 1801 to 1811, and town-clerk,
1807 to 1809. He, in connedio11 with \Yillimn G.
Emerson, and Col. Joseph and N. Pea hoLly Atkinson,
set out the elm trees now stamling on west side of the
street, lwtwPen his house (now ownecl 1Jy :Mrs. Daniel
Y. Bickford) and the Ambrose ltotel. He 111. Snsannah, llan. of Col. Henry and ::\Iartlm (Clongh) Gerrish, of B., 29 :l\Iarch, 180±. She d. at Nashua, 2 Jan.,

1867.
JohnS. A., b. 13 Feb., 1805; d. 26 .July, 1871, in Xashua.
HenryS. r:-., b. 27 April, 1807; d. 1:1: Feb., 18-1:2, in Bangkok,
Siam.
Enoch C. 0., b. 25 .Tune, 1800. Followed the sea. First voyage
was on a whaling vessel cmising in the Southern ocean.
lie d. 20 May, 1827, on a return voyage from Rotterdam,
while sailing through the English channel, anJ was buried
at sea off Portsmouth, England.
IsaacS. P., b. 27 Sept., 1811.
_,_lfartlw G., b. 1:2 Dec., 181-!; d. 30 Dec., 1877, in Nashua.
Samu el TV. L., b. 28 .July, 1817.
Stephen L. 0., b. 11 Nov., 18:21; deacon of 1st Congregational
church, ~ashua.

JoHN S. A. 2 (JoeP) removed from r.. to Nashua; m. Mary K.
Evenlean, of Glone<:>stt>r, Mass, 18 Feb., 18:3G.
!Jelen TV., b. at B. 2 Feb., 18:l8; m. John C. Cochran, Xew Boston, 18 May, 1861; resiLleJ at St. Louis, l\Io. She d. at
Nashua.
Joltn A., b. at D., 28 :i\larch, 18-!0; m. Emily IV. Leavitt, of Flushing, N. Y., 1-! Sept., 1870. lie gmc1. at \Yilliams college,
186:2; licensed to preach by the Presbytery of Brooklyn,
N.Y., 18G6; settled in Morristown, N. J., 18G8; settled
over the 4th Presbyterian church in Chicago, April, 1877.
Jos eph H., b. at B., 1!) Oct., 18J:2.
llfar.11 F., b. at Nashua, 2 ::\Iarch, 18-±D.
Frederic S., b. at Nashua, 8 July, 185±.
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S. G., 2 ReY. (.JoeP), was onlainctl at Concord for the foreign missionary sc1Ti~e, 1 D Sept., 1808; m. Sarah C.
Allison, of Concord,~) ApriL 180\.J. They saile<l as missionaries for Siam, S .July following; arriYed at ~inga
pore in Od., wh ore he rPmain ed six months. During
tltis time he \Yas engagt-<l in the stuJ.r of th e ~inmese
language, and in type-eutting. He reached Ba11gkok
in :;\Iay, 184:0, awl be<'ame superintendent of the l\Iission printing lll·partnH•nt. [~ e c Biog. J

llenry A., b. Bangkok, Siam, 10 :\lay, 18ll; learned the printers'
trarle at Concord; now eclitor allll proprietor of the Colomdu Sun, pnLlished at Greeley, Cui.

IsAACS. P. 2 (JoeP) resides in Lynn, 1\Iass.; m. Lucinda Drazer,
of Charlestown, ~lass., 28 Nov., 1838.
Jlfartlw .!., b. at Charlestown, 16 tTan., 18!2.
llenry TV., b. at Charlestown, 21 Dec., 18-:1.:3.
liEXHY

\V. 3 (IsaacS. P./ JocP) resi(les in Lynn, Mass.; m.l\Iary
E. Bichardson, of Lynn, ~() Sept., 1871.

Jllary P., b. H .July, 1872.

Grace P., b. 25 Xo\'., 1876.

FllEXCH.
Compileu by John Kimball.

J Al\IES movell from Rindge to B. in HWD; settled on Fi~h st. ;
m., 1st, - - - Cassell, of H.indgc; 2ll, Olive ~awyer,
of Canterbury; d. 1 ;:)ept, 1822.
1

Chih1ren of OliYe :
Fran cis S., b. :)l l\Iay, 1810; m. Asenath Sawyer; d. 4 April, 1870.
Olive. b. 1 Feb .. 1812; 111. Stewart ~oye~, Canterbury .
.Asa JI., b. 3 Oct., 1814; d. 8 Feb., 181D.
FRA~CIS

S. 2 (.Ta.mes 1), b. 31 :;\Iay, l870.
pul~Iic affairs.
[Sec Biug. J

A citizen prominent in

Anna .11!.. b. 2 :May, 18:39; grad. at Meriden academy, 1857; m. D.
1\l. Tenney. of Groton, 1872.

Emmn, h. G .May, 18-!-!: d. lD Aug., 18-15.
James F., b. H .Tan., 1818; m. Sarah E. \i'iggin, 187.5 .
.Asu JI., b. 1-! :\Ial'ch, 1850; gracl. Dart. Cullege, 1872; a civil engiueer, Texas.
Will ie A., h. o Dec., 1831; drowllcd iu nlerrimack river, 17 July,
1870.
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GAGE.
Compiled by Isaac K. Gage.

The Boscawen branch of the Gage family is descended from
THADDEus/ whose two sons, Richard am1 \Yilliam, settled in B.
RrcHARD 2 (Thadc1ens 1), b. in 1\Iethuen, l\hss., 11 Dec., 1 77G; m.
Sus:mnah, dan. of Capt. ,J olm Chal)(ller, G Feb., 1805.
He mow1l into B. preYions to 180-l; settled near the
lower falls on the Contoocook, ::mel subsef}nently in
company with his brother ac(1niretl a large lamlecl estate. including water privileges aucl mills, awl carried
on the lumbering business, which has been continnecl
by his sons. lie represented the to,vn in the legislature in 183S, '3\). Died 18 _May, 1850.
Hi1·wn, b. 1 Dec., 1807: d. 18 1\lay, 1815.
Luthcr, b. Hl Aug., 1800; d. '27 Nov., 1813.
Calvin, b. 17 Nov., 1811.
John Clwndla. b. 11 April, 181-±.
Hiram, b. 23 July, 18Hi.
Lutha. b. 5 .June, 18:20 .
.Jiar!J 1lfagoon, b. 11 Aug., 1822; m. Xebemiah Butler, 15 "Xov.,
18-!Cl.

Infant. b. anrl d. July, 1824.
B. Franklin, b. 7 Nov., 18:27.
Richard, b. 13 Sept., 1831.

(Richard/ Tha(ldens 1) m., 1st, Rebeeca, dan. of Isaac
Pc•a rson~ 21 Sept., 183•3.
She was b. 12 N oY., 1815;
<1. 22 Jnly, 183;), Two chihlren. 1\brriecl, 2cl, Elizabeth R., tlau. of Isaac Ryan, of Plymouth, 29 April,
18-iG. She was h. 4 .T uly, 1818. Ten children. H e
ha s held nearly all of the offic·es of trnst in to'lvn;
member of the legislatnre in 1849, '50. In company
with his brother, ,John C., he carrie(1 on an extensive
bnsiuess in the manufacture antl sale of lumber, near
the waterfalls of the Contoocook, a busine:-3s cstablishetl by their father and nnde.
Ilnnnah Pearson, b. 13 .Jnue, 18:)Q; cl. 5 .Jnly, 1852.

CAL vrx 3

Jllartha A., b. 10 1\lay, 18-!0; d. l9 ,Jnly, 18-!6.
George lr'"., b. 30 ,Jan., 11347: d. 8 April, 18[).1,
E ebecca P., b. 2 .:\lay, 18-±8; m. GeorgP D. B. Prescott, of Concord. 12 Oct., 1871. Oue cbild, Dana G., b. :27 Oct., 1874.
AnniP n., b. 18 Feb., 1850.
Harle!} C., b. 2-! Oct., 1851.
Hannah P., b. 5 Sept., 1853.
J.liary H., b. 8 1\lay, 185G.
J\Tettie A., L. :21 April, 1858.
John F., b. :3 i\lay, 18GO.
riem·r1e JI., b. 23 Dec., 18G3.
Spicer R., b. 21 Oct., 186G.
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CHANDLEl~ 3

(Richard, 2 Thacltleus 1) m., 1st, Elizabeth S.,
dau. of Sannwl ~argent, of CanterLur.\·, 2D K ov., 1843.
She was b. ~1 :March, 1821, J. 2G Feh., 18G:3. Three
chilJren. Married, :!d, Hannah C., dan. of AnJ.rew
flteYens, of Loutlon, :!7 Dec., 18M3. Four children.
He has fre(1uently Leen callell to fill places of trust in
town, and represented it in the legi::;]atures of 1853
and '04.
Jl.fartlw A., b. 18 July. 184G; m. Gco. Gleason.
Dan JV., b. ~0 Sept., 1850; d. 2± May, 1837.

JoHN

Frerl V .. b. H Feb., 185:3; cl. 11 Oct., 1860.
Li-::de 1lf., b. 29 Nov., 1855.
l1Iabel C., u. :!8 July, 1858.
Arthur A., b.~~ ,July, 1SG2.
/{ate L., b. 10 Sept., 1805; d. 1G July, 1868.

HmAl\1 3 (Richard/ Tharlaeus 1) m. l\Iiriam, dan. of ::\lo::;es F ellows,
:w Jan., 1843. Ilis wife was L. 16 l\Iarch, 181D, d.
11 Oct, 1875. They reside in Clinton, Iowa.
Susan .JI., b. H April, 18-H; m. ht, .Tohn 'Vayne, of Kansas, 18G9;
211, l\1. E. S. Storer, of Kansas, Oct., 1873.
Wiilimn II. II., b. '27 Jnne, 18-±5; served iu army.
Charles F., b. 3 .Nov., 18-±G; d. 20 Oct., 1848.
Caroline .~1., b. 7 Sept., 1848; m. G. It. Cole, of Kansas.
Lucia E., b. 21 Sept., 18.'i0; cl. 11 Nov., 1860.
Charlt!s F., b. 21 March, 1855; d. 21 Oct., 18GO.
Jesse B., b. f3 Feb., 18;')7.
Himm, b.:) June, 1860; ll. 19 Oct., 18G5.
LuTIIEt~ 3

(Richarc1, 2 Thac1deus 1) m., 1st, Sarah ~T., flau. of Philip
Cross, of )[orthfield. She was b. 1 :May, 1824, d. 1S
Sept., 1857. Four children. l\Jarried, 2<1, Priscilla,
dan. of Ephraim Plummer, 2 March, 185!). One
child. He was at one time engagetl in trade at
the south part of the town, where he now reside:;. He
has held the office of selectman and town treasurer,
and was member of the legislature in 1861, '63.

Edu·in .:lf., b. 18 Oct., 1817; d. 12 Nov., 1848.
Sandt P., b. 11 Oct., 18-:!D.
Nathan S. JI., b. 2 Oct., 1852.
Luther C., b. 4 Aug., 185(3.
.11/aw·ice P., b. 2 l\Iay, 18():3; d. 27 Sept., 18():3.

B.

FRANKLI~ 3

(Richarc1 2) m. Aman<la) dau. of Bickforcl Lang7 of
Pembroke, 8 Oct., 1854. She d. 8 Oct., 18G7.

Li.-::::ie Eurlom, b. '20 July, 1855.
J.lfarlella J., b. 20 April, 18fiD.

RrcHARD 3 (RichanP), m. Nancy, tlau. of Daniel 1\Iansfield ; d.
u Oct., 18-;-G. IIi::; wife, b. 13 l\Iay, 1831; cl. 17 July,
1866.
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Edwarrl Everett, b. 28 June, 1852.
Julia JV., b. 16 .July, 18.54; m. Oscar F. Smith.
Geor_qe II., b. 7 Nov., 1856.
Tharlrleus 0., b. 1 Auf?:., 1858.
Addison F., b. 1\lay, 1860.
Ileru ert C., b. 25 Aug., 1862.
\VrLLIAl\I HASELTI~E 2

(Thad<lens 1), h. in Sanbornton, 21 ::\Iarch,
1791 ; moved to B., 180-l ; m., 1st, Polly, <lau. of
Bradbury l\Iorrison, of Sanbornton; 2d, Sarah, dan. of
Samuel Sargent, of Canterbury. [See Biog.J
Children of Polly :
Soplt1·onia S., b. 21 Jan., 1815; m. John 0. Russ, Xov., 1835; d. 23
1\Iay, 184±.
Elcan der Wood, b. 11 .July, 181G; drowned in canal near Contoocook river, 25 :\lay, 1817. The body was recoYered nine
rlays later in the ::\Ierrimack, seven miles distant.
Isaac Eimball, b. 27 Oct., 1818; m. Susan G., dau. of Reuben
.Johnson. [See Biog.J
Asa .J.llorrison, h. 8 Aug., 1820; m. Sophia "\V., dan. of John Caldwell, of B.
Ph ebe Prescott, b. 23 Sept., 1822; m. Andrew J. Russ, d. D Aug.,
1853. Three children.
•
Rosilla JIJoJ"rison, b. 8 Aug., 182±; d. 28 Oct., 1827.

Child of Sarah :
Poll!J R osilla, b. 1 Aug., 1838; m. Samuel R.
Trilliam H. Gage.

~[ann.

One child,-

IsAAC K. 3 (\Yilliam H ,Z Thaddeus 1) m. Susan G. Johnson. [See
Biog.J
Frederick Johnson, b. 42 Sept., 18-!3; m. Hattie A. 1\Iorse.
Georgianna Judith, b. 16 Sept., 18±8; m. Abial
Rolfe. Two
children,-IIarr!J Gage, b. 5 July, 1872; H erbert Wilson, b.
1-! May, 1875.
Jllm·y .Jlorrison, b. 28 Dec, 1840; m. l\Iilton "\V. \Vilson; one child,
-Florence L ee, b. D Jan., 1877.
Charlotte IIubbel, b. 13 l\larch, 185~; d. 26 June, 18GG.
Luc!J Eimball, b. 11 .Tune, 18;)8.
Isaac TVilliam, b. 1 Sept., 18Gl.

"y·

AsA JH. 3 (\Yilliam H.,Z Thaddeus 1) m. Sophia \Y. Caldwell.
Frank H enry, b. 20 April, 1804; m. Lucy Ann Smith, of \\~arsaw,
Ky.; lives iu Troy, N. Y.; two children,- Edwin .Asa, b.
8 Feb., 1872; Fanny Atkinson, b. 27 Feb., lSi-!.
Helen Sophia, b. 1:3 Oct., 1817; m. Horace II. Danforth; one child,
-Jfaud Evel!Jn, b. 21 Oct., 1870.
Edwin Asa, b. 5 Aug., 18!8; d. 21 Sept., 1871.
Ida J1Ia!J, b. 8 Nov., 1851.
FREDERIC!<

J OH~sm;- 4 (Isaac K. 3)
jn Boston.

Blanche, b. 24 Nov., 18G9.
Lottie II., b. 22 Feb., 1873.
Fred Healey, b. 20 Oct., 187 4.

m.

Hattie A.

:~\Iors e ;

resides
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GERJUSJI.
Compiled by Alfred Little.
\\ILLI.Al\1,

•

1

Capt., was b. in Dri~to1, Somersetshire, Enghnd, 20
Ang., 1G17, where h e i;;; ·aid to have been educate,l in
th e mercantile hon:-;0 of PL•rciYal Lon·}e & Co. ; eame
t o X ew England as earl,,~ as 1G::>a, and setth·d that
year in Newbury, l\[ass. [ !? ee Coffin's History of Newbury]; "·as the fir::;t captain of the military J.,mH1 i11
that town, and l' C: }Il'P~entatiYe 1650-'.34; 111.~ ht, ""Toanna, "·icltm of ,J olm Oli,·er. of Newbury, 17 April,
1GJ3, who d. 14 .Tune, 1G7T, aged 58; remoY ec1 to
Hnston, 11)78, al!d there Ill.: 211, Ann, widow of John
:i\hnning; was tlw owner of No. 0, Long " ·harf, where
h e carried on bn::;int·~s. At the semi-cent r nnial anniYersary mc>eting of the town of Boston, 14 =.\hrrh,
H1S6, Ca]'t. Gerri~h OJ)(>ned mH1 closed the exercises
with pr:t)'('l'. He d. at his son B enjamin's hou:-;e, Sal em, Mas::;., 0 Aug., 1GST.

Chil11ren of Joanna:

John, L. 15 )lay. 16±G; d. 111 ·1; settled at Dover; m. th ere Elizabeth, dau. of ..Jlaj. H. Waldron; was a captain, sheriff,
representatiYe, cmmsellor, and judge of the supreme court
of N.H.
TVilliam, b. 6 ,J unc, 1G±S; was a physician at Charlestown, l\Iass.;
d. there 10 .Jla.y, lliS:J.
Joseph, b. 2:3 -:\larch, lG-HJ; cl. 6 .hn., 1720; m. Ann , dau. of 1\Iaj.
R. "~ alclron, Dover; ~rad. at Harvard college, lUG!); was
minister at \Venham, l\lass.
Benjamin, b. 31 Jan., 1651 ; was collector of his majesty's customs
at Salem: d. 2 April, 1713.
Eli::a1Jeth, b. 20 Sept., 16.54; cl. lD Nov .. 1678; m. Capt. Stephen
G1·eenleaf, of Newbmy, ~lass., 2:3 Oct., 1676.
}.fose.'l, b. D 1\Iay, 16:3(): d. <! Dec .. 16!H.
J.llary, b. 1 April. 1G58; m. Dr. John Dole, of Newbury, 1\Iass., 23
Oct., 1G7G.
Chil1l of Ann:
H enry, u. in Boston, 21 .:\larch, 1G79; d. without issue.

J\IosEs/ Col. (\Yilliam, 1 Capt.). live<1 in N ewhnry, =.\lass.; m. 2-!
Sc>pt., 1677, .Jane, dan. of Rev. Henry S ewalL and sist er of Chief J nstice ~ewall, of l\Iass. She was b. at
Baclesly, England, 2;j Oct., 1659, and d. 29 Jan., 1717.
Joanna, b. !3 Oct., 1G78.
Joseph, b. ::!0 )[arch, 1682; d. Jan., 176.), aged 82 years, 9 mouths,
and 20 days.
Sarah, b. 25 Dec., 168=3.
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Elizabeth, b. 27 Dec., 1685.

JJiary, b. 28 Oct., 1687.
Jultn, b. 2 April, 1695; m. Judith Coker.

J

OSEPn,S

Col (.Moses/ Col., \Villiam, 1 Capt.), lived inN ewbury,
.Mass.; was member of the ~.;olonial legislature 20
yea rs, and often elected by that body to his :majesty's
council, and as often rejected by the English governor
''because he was not supple;" \Yas e1ectet1 to a seat in
a provincial congress. Says Rev. J acolJ Little," Col. Joseph Gerrish had such muscnlnr po\ver, that
he swam the l\Ierrimack river, near its mouth,
every year till h e was past 70. The weight of four
of his children was 1,200 pounds.'' He m. :\Iary, dau.
of J.\fo,.;es and Lydia (Coffin) Little, of Newbury; published 2G Feb., 1703, '4. She was h. 13 Jan., 1686.

J.lloses, b. 15 April, 1706; m. 1\fary l\loody, 18 April, 1728; lived
in .Newbury (Byfield), 1\laf;s.
Joseph, b. 10 Sept., 1708; cl. :w :\lay. 1776; was a colonel; m.
Catherine Brown, of Reading, 1\lass.; settled in :.Newbury
(BvfiPld .)
Stephen, b. 2:2 Jan., 1711; d. 178~, in B.
Jlary, b. 10 Sept., 17H; m. --Griggs, of Roxbury, 1\Iass.
Jane, b. 12 Oct., 1717; m. Rev. Phineas Stevens, first minister at
IL ~4 Nov., 1741.
Elizabeth, b. 5 March, 1720; m. Stephen 1\larch, of Portsmouth, 14
June, 1753.
Sarah, b. 18 ,July, 1722; was adopted by Judge Samuel Sewall; m.
l\loses ~ewell.
.Jwlith, b. 7 ,Jan., 17:?4; m. Col. Thurston. ofBradford,l\lass.
Scmt~tel, b. 3 April, 17:?8 [?]; m. Sarah Johnson; lived at 'Vest
Newhnry.
R ebecca, b. 29 Oct., 1732 [?]; m. Joshua 1\Iarch, 1 Jan., 1752;
lived in West Newbury.
Three others d. yonng.
STEPHEN/

Capt. (.J oseph,S Col., l\Ioses,2 Col.), b. 22 Jan., 1711, in
N ewlmry, JUass. ; d. 1788, in B. [see Biog. J ; was a
resident of Canterbnry at date of his first m<Lrriage,
in 1738, and of "Contoocook" (B.) when m., 2d, in
1141. [See Newbury Records.] Marri ed, 1st, Martha Chase, of :Newbury, l\Iass., 21 Jnly, 1138; 2c1, J oanna Hale, 15 July, 17·11, who was b. J nne, 1715, and
d. about 179:? [see Biog.J. She was clau. of Samnel
Hale, of Newbury, and sister of Riehan1 Hale, the
father of Capt. Nathan Hale, the martyr spy, in the
war of American independence.

~ OTE. The nam es and birth-dates of th e chiltlren of Capt. \Villiam,l Col. :i\Ioses,2
and of the first eight children of Col. Joseph3 Gerrish, have been copied for the
compiler from the early records of .Newbury, .Masa., by \\'illimu Little, Esq., townclerk.

~
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Henry, b. 3 J\Iay, 1742; d. 16 l\Iay, 1806.
Jane, b. 20 April, 17 45; d. 30 March, 18H; m. Lieut. Samuel
Ames, of B., who d. 1 Sept., 18:?:'5.
Snmue, b. 20 April, 17~8; d. 16 Nov .. 18:?:).
E11r)('h, b. 1G .Jan., 1750; cl. 1 May, 1821.
Jus eph, L. 17 Sept., 1753; d. :H Nov., 1817.
Stephen, b. 1756; d. 24 Aug., 1777.
HExnY, 5* Col. (Stephen/ Capt, Joseph, 3 Col.), m. Martha, dan. of
Jeremiah Clough, of Canterbury, 10 Nov., l7G3. She
was b. 10 XuY., 1742; d. 15 Oct., 182G. [~ ee Biog.J
Jeremiah, b. 8 Aug .• 17134; d. 23 April, 18:36; m., 1st, Sarah, dan.
of Joseph Gerrish, of West B., 6 l\Iarch, 1788; m., 2d,
l\Iary, dan. of Nehemiah Cogswell. of B., 2U Nov., 1817 [?],
who was b. 2!:1 Feb., 178±. lle was a gunsmith and repaireJ' of clocks and watches, and made cnt-nails (prior to
1804, it is said) while living in the house now own ed by
Charles D. Glitten, at, 'Vebster, cutting them out of hoopiron with large shears driven by horse-power; built the first
saw-mill at the outlet of Long pond, in "'ebster; willed
his homestead to the Congregational society at B. for the
s upport of a minister.
Sarah, h. 3 April. 1766: d. 21 Aug.183D; m. Capt. Joseph 'Voocl,
of Lebanon, 15 Jan., 1784. He was b. in l\1ansfield, Ct.,
8 Nov., 1750, and d. 17 Dec., 185!:1-a centenarian, aged
100 years and 3!) clays; was one of the last surviving soldiers of the RevolutioN .
.J.lloses, b. 17 Feb., 1768; d. :24 Nov., 18.54.
Stephm, b. 16 April, 1770; d. 11 Nov., 1815.
II~nry , L. 2!) May, 1772; d. 11 Sept., 186:2.
Hannah, b. H Aug., 177±; d. 25 .June, 1855; m., 1st, Jeremiah
Carter, of B., 27 May, 1795; 2cl, Jacob l\Iarch, of Sanbornton, 4 April, 1802.
J.llartlw , b. 14 l\1ay, 1777; d. 28 Aug., 1855, at New Buffalo, 1\Iich.;
m. Jesse Little, of B.
Jacob, b. 10 Nov., 1779; d. 22 1\Iay, 18Gl.
Susannah, b. 28 Feb., 1782; d. 2 Jan., 1867, at Nashua; m. Joel
French, of B., 29 .i\Iarch, 180±.
Joseph, b. 25 1\larclJ, 1784; d. 2.5 1\lay, 1851.
Thomas, b. 12 Sept.: 1786; d. 1!) Feb., 1875.
NOTE. The "Gerrish m eeting" originated in the family of Col. Henry Gerrish, but
include<l others of the nam e. H is eleven children (with their families), living at uifferent points between Nashua and Lebanon, were accu stomed for many years to meet annually at their various homes for a family reunion, the last one occurring in 1849.

'<A part of the inscription on his gravestone at B. is incorrect, v:z., "Joseph Gerrish, captain of the Iife-gnar<l of G. R., 1st.'' It shouhl read thus: ''\Villiam Gerrish,
first captain ol'the .l\Iilitary lland at Newbury, .l\la-;s."
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8Al\IUEL 5

(Stephen/ Capt., J oseph, 3 Col.) settled first on High
street, B.; removed in 1776 to Canterlnuy, hi::; farm
lying on the l\It>rrimack riwr; m. Lucy Noyes, of Hebron, Jan., 1773, who d. 1818. aged 6G.

Enoch, b. 1775; m .. ht, .Tnditb, clan. of .Nath~n Chandler, of Concord, who d. at St. Annaud, L. C., 18:.?.5; :.?d, l\lartha Foster, of Canterbury, who d. at Montreal, 1s:~n. lie was a

merchant in B.; removed soon after 1820 to St. Armand,
where he d. 1856.
Joseph, b. HI l\larch, 1777; d. 31 July, 1839.
Stephen, b. 178!); d. 1811.
Dea. (Stepl1en, 4 Capt., J osepb, 3 Col.), m., ht, Mary E.,
clan. of Dea. Isaac Pearson, of B., Feb ·' 1772 ; she
\\'aS b. 3 Oct, 17;).3; d . .l\Iay, 178-! ;-nl.. :?d. Hannah
Kilburn, of B., 8 Dec., 178-!~ who d. 1-! .Tan., 1792;
3d, :Mary, dau. of Joseph Gerrish, of n., 2 ,J nly, 1792,
who d. 3 l\Iay, 1829.
Children of l\Iary E. :
Samuel, b. 7 July, 1773; was a physician at Sanbornton; d. there
31 Oct., 1809.
Enoch, b. 30 April, 1775; d. 24- Aug., 1831.
Stephen, b. 5 1\larch, 1778; d. 1781.
Sally, L. 4- l\Iarch, 1780; d. 10 .1\Iarch, 1811; m. R ev. L emuel Bliss,
of Bradford, 17 Jan., 1806.
Isaac,} b 97 N
rw>· 5 d. 22 Aug., 184-2.
Anna,
·ov., 1 -, l d. 2:.? St:>pt., 1815; m. Joseph B. Smith,
ofEaton, L. C., 21 Jan., 1812.
Children of Hannah :
1lfary, b. Oct., 1i83; cl. 2G l\Iarch, 1871; m. Capt. Ephraim 'Yood,
of Lebanon, 2!) Feb., 1816, who was b. 24: Aug., 1787, and
d. :23 April, 187 4.
Hannah, b. 4 .Jan., 1782; d. Jan., 1821; m. Dea. Isaac Pearson, of
B., 1 June, 1814.

E~ocH, 5

J

OSEPH, 5

Col. (Stephen/ Capt., J oseph, 3 Col.), was a prominent
man, and ·held various offices in to\\·n for man)· years ;
"\vas also delegate to convention for adoption of the
Federal constitution; m. Mary Bartlett, of Newbury,
Mass., Oct., 1179, who was b. l\Iay, 1762, and d. 18
Jan., 1827.
Judith, b. 12 Jnly, 1780; d. 19 Dec., 185!); m. Dea. John Clough,
of Canterbury, 31 l\larch, 1802.
Samuel Bartlett, b. 12 Dec., 1782; d. 7 Dec., 1866, nt Lebanon.
},fary, b. 17 Oct., 1784; d. Oct., 1825; m. R ev. 'Vm. Patrick, of
Canterbury, 15 Aug., 180;).
Sally, b. 19 Ang., 1786; d. 17 Jan., 1851; m. Rev. Enoch Corser,
of B., 2!) May, 1817.
Betsey, b. 31 Dec., 1787; d. 11 Oct., 1821; m. Dea. Thomas Gerrish, of B., 19 Sept., 1805.
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l\IosEs 6 (Henry, 5 Col., Stephen."' Capt.) settled in the south-western
pnrt of B., nt .. lhshnn/' named thus by Dea. Enoch
Little, ~en., from the many o~tks which grew there.
His hon~e has C'/er lwcn tlw alHJtle of hospitality. He
m. Sarah llsh'y, <hn. of Enoch Little.
Sall!J, b. 2G Oct., 1700; tl. 1 Sept., 18G-!; m. Col. John :Farmer, of
B., 11 Feb., 1810.
Jeremiah, b. 1 Jan., 170-!; d. 30 Oct., 18-±3.
STEl'HEx, 6 Lieut. (Henry, 5 Col., Sh~phen,"' Capt.), lived on High
street; was a man of great inYentive talent. The attachment of the sciYW to the pod-anger, and also the
first practical nnger for boring logs and wooden
pnntps, are said to ltaYe been his inventions. \Vith
his father, he nuule mill-sn.ws and cranks on n, common
forge. He was one of the first in this state to mnke
cut-nails, his nn,il-mill on High street being on the
south fork of Stirrnp-irnn brook; he also built the
Gulf bridge, but d. before its completion. He m.
IIannah, <bn. of Lieut. ~amnel Ames, of B. She d.
18 N OY., 1834.
Sall!J, b. :W .Tuly, 1706; d. 11 ,Jan., 18±0; m. Edmund Dearborn,
of X ortbfield, 1!) ,June, 1821.
Jane, b. 20 .July, 17D8; d. at Elkhorn, Brown Co., Ill., 22 April,
18-±-±; m. Jonathan Dearborn, :u. D., Northfield, 1± Oct.,
18~3; removed to Elkhorn, Ill., March, 1807, where he
cl. 15 :\larch, 187 5.
.~..llartha, b. 1± Sept., 1800; d. at Elkhorn, Ill., 10 Feb., 1868; m.
Stephen Kendrick, Lebanon. :.n Sept., 182G.
Sam, b. 2 .Nov., 180:3; d.-± Xov., 18!5, at Elkhorn, Ill.
Hannah, b. ::20 April, 180G; m. Baxter Clough, of Canterbury, lD
July, 1832; removed to Solon, 0 .. 1831, aud thence to
North .Amherst, 185:3, where he d. 30 Nov., 1ti72.
Sewall, b. 18 :March, 1800.
Harriet, b. :n l\larch, 1812; d. at Elkhorn, Ill., 2 Sept., 1874; m.
Absalom Gerrish, Northfield, 5 J nne, 1839.
Henry, b. 31 July, and d. 2 .Ang, 1814.
HEXR¥ 6 (IIenry ,5 Col., Stephen/ Capt.) first settled on High st.,
and afterwards on the homestead n.t Fish st., B. ; m.
Mary, dau. of Bon. Ahicl Foster, Canterbury, G June,
1796. She was b. 1 Oct., 1774; d. 23 Sept., 1869,
aged about 93.
Susanna, b. 15 J nne, 1707; m. Dr. Thomas Peach, of B., 2 Feb.,
1815; residence in "West Creek, Ind.
Infant dau., b. 9 and d. 21 Dec., 17DD.
Jacob, b. 29 Dec., 1801 ; d. :28 Oct., 1858; m. l\laria Ames, Canterbury, 25 Sept., 182!; removed to New Buffalo, .Mich.,
Sept .. 1835.
Lucy, b. 30 Sept., 1803; m. Ephraim Plumer, of B., 11 Jan.,
1821.
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Abiel, b. 7 1\Iarch, 1806 .
.11Iary, b. 9 Feb., 1808; d. 14 ~larch, 183G; m .•James Little, of
B., 15 Dec., 18:!9; removcJ. to New Buffalo, .i\Iich., 18:35.
Elizabeth, b. ~-± ,July, 181:3; d. 7 Xov., 1 8-±~; m. ,Joseph G. Ames,
Berrien Co., Mich., 4 Sept., 1889.
JACOB 6

(Henry, 5 Col., Stephen/ Capt.) m. Sarah, tlau. of DaYid
Ames, Canterbury, 15 AJH'il, 1803; lived on Fish st.,
B. [See Biog.J

"r·

Apphia, b. 27 April, 180±; m. Hev. Phannel
"rarrener, Canandaiglla. N. Y., ~8 Sept., 18~9 .
.1llartlta, b. ~6 i\ov., 1805; d. 17 April, 1867; m .. lRt. Samuel Chamberlain, Loudon, :.?-± Oct., 18::!-1, who d. 3 .Nov., 18:;8; 2d,
Ruel ·walker, Loudon, 20 Nov., 18-±0, who d. G,July, 1872,
aged 80.
·
Joseph, b. 22 June, 1807; d. 17 Dec., lSGO, at Fisherville; 111. Mehitable Plnmer, of B., 11 N"ov., 18:30.
Call•in, b. 31 :\lay, 1800.
Luther, b. 30 Aug., 181:2; d. 1 May, 18:21.
Da1·irl A., b. G Feb., 1816.
Stephen, b. 17 Dec., 1817; c1 17 April1818.
Sarah, b. 1 Feb., 1810; m. George W. Choate, EufielcL 13 Jan.,
18-±1.
Emily, b. G April, 1821; m. Dea. Enoch Coffin, of B., 20 Oct., 18±2;
resides in Beloit, 'Vis.

J OSEPH 6 (Henry,S Col., Stephen/ Capt.) settled in R orthfit•lcl about
1804:, his land (now a, part of J1"'ranldin) lying on l\Ierrimaek river, and opposite Daniel \Y ehster~s re:;idence;
was an extensiYe farmer and dealer in real estate; m.
Susan Hnncock, of N orthtidd, 'd10 was b. 13 July,
1791 ; d. 26 Nov., 18-±U.
Absalom, b. 22 ,June, 1800.
1lfilton. b. ::?9 Nov., 1811.
Cynthia .A., b. 8 Feb., 1813; m. Jacob K. l\Ioore, of Canterbury,
Aug., 183."5; removeu to Griggsville, Ill.. 1S 19.
Almira S., b. 13 March, 181.5; d. 2:3 Feb., 185-±; m. Charles H.
Ayers, Canterbnry, 4 Oct., 1838.
Louisa, b. ::?8 Jan., 1o17; d. ::?0 Dec., 18-±8; m. Dea. N'athan B.
Stenrns, Lebanon, 19 l\Iarch, 18-15.
Lucien, b. 8 Feb., 1819; d. 26 July, 185D.
Stephen, b. 29 Nov., 18::?1. Col. Stephen Gerrish remained on the
homestead for several years; now resides in Franklin village; m. Mrs. Alice B. Hammond, l\larch, 1Si'55.
Leonard, b. 11 June, 18:2:3.
Susan, b. ::?5 July, 18:23'; d. 3 Sept., 1869, at Lebanon; m., 27 Jan.,
1852, Luther C. Bean, l\1. D., of Fishenille, now practising
in Chicago.
Joseph. b. 2 :May, 1827: resides in l\Iinn.
Alfred A., b. 9 July, 1829; physician at Lowell, Ind.
Carlos E., b. 17 April, 1s:n; went by overland route to Cal., 1852.
Ellen 1lf .. b. 19 Oct., 18:33; m. Charles H. Ayers, Canterbury, 15
Oct., 185±.
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Tnol\L-\.S/ Den.. (Ilenry, 5 Col., Strphen, 4 Capt.), lived on Boscawen
Plain ; eledcd dc·acon of 1st Congregational church
in B. ; remoYed to \Vebster, J\Iarch, 1867; m., 1st,
Betsey~ dau. of Col. ~T osc·ph Gerrish, of B., 1!) Sept.,
180.5; :?d, Elizabeth Patrick, of \Veston, Jiass., Oct.,
182:?, who d. :!G Feb., 18GU. [~ee Biog.J
Chilllren of Betsey:

•

J[ary. b.1SOG; d. in infancy .
Joanna Eli::a, b. :?:? Aug., 1807; m., 23 Feb., 18!}0, Adams Shepherd, of Canterbnry, a teach er; removed to Orio, "'abash
county. 111
Ilenry, b. 80 11£ay, 1SOG; cl. at Patoka, l\1arion connty, Ill., 19
Feb., 1875. Ili::; father d. same day, at ·w ebster, N.H.
Joseph. b. 7 :\larch, 181:?: cl. 15 April, 181G .
.~.lfary D., h. :?-!:\larch, 181:'>; m., ht, l-Ion .•Jefferson G. Thurber,
of 1\Ionroe, Mid1., G March. 18:3-1, who d. G .Jiay, 18.::>7; 2<1,
Dea. Samnel 'Vood, 'Yest Lebanon, 5 Sept., 1871.
Ilarlrm P .. b. 6 ,J nne, 1818; d. in Clay City, Ill .. 13 April, 187G.
Tltnm((.~. l b 5 S t 18·'0· I
Eli::auetlt, ~ ·
ep ., - ' { m.•Jeremiah
\Vilson, llr. D., Hopkinton, 31 .Jiarch, 1SH.

"r·

J OSEPII, 6 Capt. (Samnel, 5 Stephcn, 4 Capt.), lived on the homestead,
Canterb1Jry; m., 1st, Sarah, lbu. of Nathan ChaiHlll'l',
Concord; 2d, Sarah, dan. of Dea. J olm Chureh, DnnlJai-ton, 181:3. l::;he wa::\ b. 0 ,June, 1784; d. :.3 Feb.,
1805.
Chihlren of Sarah Chanclh·r:
Judith, b. ~2 Feb., 1802; d. 21 Sept., 1820.
Lur:!J, b. ::?4 Jan., 180±: d. at Gt·atJville , 0., 5 Oct., IS:H; m. Rev.
Jacob Little, of B., 1 .Tune, 18:.?0.
Jfary, h. 1-! April, 1807; m. Re\". Hemy Shedd, Leominste1-, Mass.,
:28 Sept .. 1:32!); weut as home mis::;ioual'ies to 0., where
she d. 12 ~larch, 1 8:3.5.
•·
J.Yatlwn, b. 28 Oct., 1811; d. 1 June, 18:?5.

Children of Sa.rah Clmrch :
Jnhn, b. ~G April, ISH.
::>aruh, b. 2 .:\larch, 1Slu; 111. Dl'. James B. Abbott, of B., 22 1\Iarch,
18-!3.
E11oclt, b. 16 Feb., 1818; d. :30 ~[m·ch, 1858.
Susan, b. 1 Feh., 18:20; 111. Capt. Trne 0. Furnald, Canterbury, 3
Feb., 18±1; resides in 1\lanche.:;ter.
Chal'les, b. 1 .March, 18:!:?.
Jwlith, b. :?1 May, 182-!; m. Farnum Coffin, of B., 2± Nov., 18±2.
J.V ewell, b. 23 Feb., IS:W; went to Cal., 1S-!9, thence to Port Townsend, W. T.

Exocn, 6 Acljt. (Enoch,S Dea., Stephen, 4 Capt), m., 1st, Elizabeth,
dan. of Hon. Al,iel Foster, of Canterbury, 10 :March,
1800; she d. 18 July, 1803, aged 25 ; 2cl, Ruth,
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widow of Abner Clough. Loudon, I\I::trch, 1810, "\\ho
d. 10 Dec. 1 1833, aged 50.
Children of Elizabeth:
Stephen, b. 4 Jan., 1801; d. 2 Feb., 18JO; m. l\Iartha A., dau. of
.Joseph B. and Anna (Gerrish) Smith, of B., 22 8ept.,
1804:. Shi m., 2d, Gen. Enoch Gerrish Wood, 9 Oct.,

lSH.
Eli;;.abeth, b. 14 .Jan., 1803; d. 24 Aug., 1824.

Children of Ruth:

3o

lllary A., b. 14 l\Iarch, 1811; d. 30 June, 1827.
Rebecca P., b. 24 Sept., 1812; d. 29 .Tune, 18-15; m. Francis ,V.
Ame~. of Canterbury, 8 l\Iay, 18:38, who d. 30 Aug., 1838;
2d, ,V. ,y, Brown, l\1. D., Chester, 8 Oct., 18:3!).
Caroline L., b. 2:1: Aug., 181±; d. :2:) Sept., 1838; m. \Y. \Y.
Brown, l\1. D., Chester, 8 J.\Iay, 1838.

(Enoch, 5 Dea., Stephen/ Capt.) m. Carolin e La~nence. of
Canterbur)·, 1 June, 181;3, who was b. 1G No1·., 1197,
and cl. at \Ve::;t Lebanon, 25 Oct, 1810.
Twins, d. in infancv.

IsAAC 6

Lydia, b. 28 Jnne,"IstS; m. D ea. Samuel \Voocl, of \Vest Lebanon, 2J Oct.. 1838; d. 8 J nne, 18fH:i.
Enoch, h. 28 .July, 1822.
Eli;;.abeth, b. 12 Jan., 1S2G; d. 15 Apri l, 1828.

SA::.'IIUEL BARTLETT, 6 Capt. (J oseph, 5 CoL 8tephen, 4 Capt.), was
inn-keeper at B. alJout 1G years; remo-red to fiartlaml, Yt., 1820, from thence to L e1anon ; m. l\rar,r,
rlan. of Capt. ,Joseph \YnOll, of Lel):mon, ~ ~ept., 1SOG.
She was b. 1G Ang, 1-;-89; resides at Lebanon.
Sarah Tr'., b. 8 Aug., 1808; cl. 2 Feb., 18t51; m. Orlando Sargent, \Voodstock, Yt.. 8 .July, 182fl.
Joanna H., b. 27 Sept., 1812; d. 29 Aug., 18GG; m., 1st, John
Currie r, Lebanon, 28 April, 1840; 2d, George II. Gates,
Pomfret, Vt., 1i l\larch, 18.)1; 3d, Humphrey \Vooll, Lebanon, 13 April. 18.)!).
Susan, b. 22 Dec., 1814; m. Humphrey \\rood, Lebanon, 7 June,
18G8 .
.Jlary P., b. 19 April, 1819: resides at Lebanon.
Jo:;eph JV., b. 25 l\Iarch, Hi:25.
Samuel ..Jl., b . .5 ~larch, 1827; d. !30 .Tan ., 185-±; m. Clara T. Dearborn~ Lebanon, 28 No,·., 18.50.
George L., b. 2!) .T nly, 18:.W; m., 1st, Clari;:;~a l\L \Yhittier, 31
l\Iarch, 1S5G; 2J, Eveline .J. l\Iarsh, Faribault, :\linn.; resides at \Yaverly. J\Iiun.
Charles H., b. at Hartland, Vt., 27 Oct., 1832.

JEI!E::\IIAH, 7 Dea. (~ I oses 1 6 Ilenry, 5 Col.), liYecl on the homeRtead at
"Bashan ;'' sncceecle1l George T. Pillsbury. deceased,
as deacon of the Congrl'gational church at \Yest Boscawen, and was leatler of the choir about nineteen
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years. H e purchased, 26 :March, 1838, the first seraphine made by Charles Austin, of Concord. This W[tS
a reed instrument blown by pednls, [tllcl is r emnrknble
as being one of the enrliest in Americn. H e m. ,J nne,
dan. of Den. Enoch Little, of D., 8 l\Inrch, 18:!1.
Polly L., b. 27 Jnne, 18:.?3; d. 26 D ec. , 1813.
Je1·emil/h Edwin, b. Hl l\lay, 18:?6; «l. 7 Nov., 18-18.
Sarah J., b. 11 .Jan., 18:30; d. 21 June, 1872; m. George Little, of

·w ebster, 1!) Nov., 1867.
Ilem·y H., h. 21 Feb., 1833; m. Sarah .T., «Llll. of Col. Paul Pearso n, of\\' ebster, 11 ~ov., lS;)Q; lives on the homestead ;
wa,:; chosen deacon of Congregation al chnrch, at \Vebster, to succeed Dea. Enoch Little, resigned.
Jam esL., b. 11 May, 18:J8.

SAl\I 7 (Stephen, 6 Li eut., Henry, 5 Col.) r emove<l from B. to Solon,
0., Nov., 1831, nnd to Elkhorn, Brown county, Ill.,
l\brel1, 1837; m., :Lt Solon, Betsey Clough, of Canter-

bury, 17 July, 18.35.
Jnlm C., b. 22 1\Iav, 18:36; d. 20 ,Jan., 185-!.
Stephen, b. 6 .June: 18:39; d. 18 Sept., 18-:1.3.
Elizabeth, b. 19 and d. ~±Nov., 18-11.
Lncien, b. 19 .Jn1y, 18-!:.?; rl. 2± Aug., 186().
.
Jan e E., b. 22 1\Iarch, 18-1-!; m. J ohn B. Clough, Sept., 1866.
Sam. b. :25 Feb., 18-!G.

SEWALL 7 (Stt·pht>n, 6 Lieut., Henry, 5 Col.) removed from B. to
Elkhorn, Drown county, lll., Sept., 1836; m. there
E liznlJeth Groves, 8 Jan., 1846.
Ha nnah . b. 20 .July, ltl±S; m. Frank F. \Vinnaker, 26 Nov., 1871.
Jla rriet, b. 18 Feb., Hi.)O; m. Sam Gerri sh, 8 July, 1867.
Stephen, b. 1:? Dec., 1851; d. 3'1,Jan., 1831) .
.J..llartlta J., h. D Feb., 1833; m. George E. Richardson, 2:J April,

1875.
Srunu el S .. b. 18 .Jn1y, 18.1.5.
J.l faria .!., b. H .Jan., 1857.
Jl/colJ JJ., b. 12 March, 18tH.
C,ijllthia .J-1 ., b. l;") 1\[ay. 1866.
J.l fary E., b. 4 April, 18G8.

AEIEL 7 (Henry, 6 Hrnry,l' Col.) lived in Canter11ury, and afterw~twls on the homestend, since occupied ns the county
farm; removed to \Vest Creek, Lnke county, Ind.,
where he now r esid es ; m. Eliza, clnn. of Paul Dodge,
of D., 18 ,J nn., 1830.
jJJaria , b. in Canterbury, 15 April, 18:1 1; m. Joseph Barnard, Jr.,
of Contoocookville, 26 Oct., JSW .
:Martha, b. in Canterbury, 5 Nov., 18:12; m. \Vi11iam S. Freed, of

Dnuclas, Ont., Canada, 18 Aug., 1862; d. lG Dec, 1875.
}.fary, b. iu Canterbury, 22 Aug., 1834; m. Joseph A. Little,,Vest
Creek, Ind., 1 Nov., 1859.
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James L., b. in B., 15 Nov., 1836.
Jane P., b. 9 July, 18-!1; m. Thomas Stroud, of ·wheeler, Ind., 31
Dec., 1863; resides at Salina, Ill.
Ann E., b. 10 F eb., 18:1:7; m. David 13. Brush, 'Vaveland, Ind., 22
Sept., 1808.
CALVI~ 7

(Jacob, 6 H en ry,5 CoL) resiues in Concord; m. Ann S.
Fifield, of :Fmnklin, 1 Dec , 1836.
Susan Augusta, b. 4 Aug., 1838; m. Hiram K. Dewey, 'Yaterford,
Vt., 1 1\Iarch, 18GG; resides in Darton, Vt..
Hiram F., b. 27 Sept., 183D.

DAVID A. 7 (Jacoh, 6 Henry, 5 Col.) livetl on the hom estead; filled
yari ons offices of trnst; r emoved to Letonia, 0., ~\.pril,
1869; m. Eliznbeth Putnam . \Yarren, Mass., 11 Oct.,

18-H.
Fmnces E., b. 17 .Tan., 18-17; cl. 20 July, 1805.
Adaline. D., b. 0 Jan., 1850.

ABSALOl\1 7 (Joseph, 6 H cnry,S CoL) settled at Elkhorn, Brown co.,
Ill., in 1836; m. Harriet, dan. of Lieut . ~tephen Gerrish, of B., 5 .Jnne, 1830.
Joseph A., b. 7 Oct., 18:1:-1; d. 6 Oct., 1870, was greatly interested
in the study of natural history, commencing when a boy
to collect geological and other speci mens. His muse um of
curiosities became famous throughout the county.
l\hLTO~'}

Capt. (.J oseph, 6 Henry, 5 Col.), liYes on the paternal estate,
Franklin ; m. Hannah Dimick, \Vest Hartford, Yt., 28
Oct., 1830.
Clam L.. b. 28 .June, 18-12; m. Henry ,Y. Boutwell, of Lynde-

borough. 3 l\lay, 1872; resides at W est Medford, l\Jass.
Fmnk J.l!., b. 20 J nne, 18±8; resiJes in l\lauchester.
Charles F., b. 10 Oct., 1830.

Lucmx 7 (.Joseph, 6 Ilenry. 5 Col.) liYetl at Sanbornton Bridge (now
Tilton ) ; m. l\Iary J. Dimick, \Vest Hartfonl, Vt., 2
Oct., 184:6.
Samh F .. b. 0 Sept.,lS-±7; m. Samnel ,V,, son of Tiev. Joseph T.
Lewi s, 2l Au g., 1806; resi J es in Cincinnati, 0.
LEo~ ..uw 7

(.Joseph, 6 Ilenry, 5 Col.) r esit1es on the patemal estate,
Franklin; m Emily A. Gerrish, FisherYille, 15 l\larcl1,

184:0.
Josephin e .11!., b. 17 Oct., 1851.
H elen L., b. 6 Aug., 1858.
liE~ItY 7

(Thomas, 6 Den., Henry, 5 Col.) liYed in SaJl(loYal and Patoka, Ill.; m. Ennice Conl:h, of Friemlship, .N. Y., 21
Oct., 1841.
Harlan T., b. 11 Sept., 18-12.
Jacol1 E. R., b. 9 Dec., 18±3; cl. 15 Dec., 1801.
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.~.lfary E. , b. 2± Jan., lS±G; m. Samuel Britt, 2 :Nov. , 18()!) ,
L evi H., b. 11 l\f:nch, 18±8; m. Susan Parkel', H Sept., 1878.
Simeon S., b. and d. 1 .Jan., lS:JO.
Srzrah E., b. ':.!.7 Dec., 185U; d.lO Sept., 18G2 .
.Albert .JI., b. ± April, ],S;):).
Hiram E., b. 28 .Aug., 18•35; d. 3 March, 18GG .

HARLAN

P. 7 ('rhomn:-;, 6 Den., H enry, 5 Col.) rPmond to IlL, 1854;
was nwrch::tnt nt N::tnLlo,·nl; retired to a f;mn nt Ulay
City, 1871; m ., 1:-;t, ..Almira C. Um1lt, of Hook:,wtt,
.Jnne, 18-!lj ; :!L1, ~Irs. An:- lin D. \\routl; :1L1, ~In;. 1\htilLl::t E. Dc,•ore) uf Ulay C ity, Aug., 1871.

C hildren of Almira.:
Joltn C., b. 2 May, 1840 ; resides at Coffeysb urg, Daviess county,
l\Io.
J esse G., b. 10 Sept., 18.)1; Ll. 28 D ec. , 1832.

Children of 1\I::ttihla.:
D-mghter, b. 1872; d. ] 87/.
u. .:\larch, 1876.

Son,~b. June, 18.i5 ;

Tno:;II AS 7 (Thom n,:;;, 6 Den.., Il enry .5 Col.) resides in \Yebste r; m.,
1st) S nsn n ::\I. Colb.\·, of Hopkin to n, 3 Sept., 18•3G;
m. , ~Ll, C::trolin e H . L ewis, of :N ewpurt, 30 Aug., 1810.
Chil<l of Su:;an:
Fran/.; H. , b. 17 Apl'il, 1851.

Chil<lren of Carolin e :
.Alhert E .. b. ~B ~0\'., 1872; d. 2 F eb., 18i0.
Mary E., b. fJ .Tan., lSi ;) .
Erlitlt .1li., 1.>. 17 Oct., l SiG.
Jon~}

Rev. (.TosPph, 6 Capt., Snnn1 eP), entered Da.rt. coll ege,
18:J:?, Lut from ill h ealth was oLli geLl to leave t h e same
year; w ent t o C::tn::tLb in 180G; L'ntered Th eo. ~em.
nt lbu go r , :Me., 18-!3, ::tn<l was there licen seLl to pre::tch,
Aug., 1 8-1:;3: w::ts onbinl'd l•y Crnwfonls,·ille Presbyt ery, April, 18-bi, a.t Rob Roy, Tml. ; pre::tclwllin Vermillion county, Ind., senm ye ar~ ; mts in stnll ed pnstor at New \Ya~ hingto n , Ulnrk cou nty, lnLl., 18•33, a11<l
n·mnint·Ll nine y c::trs; nlso over the chureh at Homer,
l\[ich., .Jun e, 1SGG, wh er e h e cnntinu e<l about twelve
,YL'ars; was settled over t h e Pr e~d.~yt c ri ::t n chnrch, at
\Yas hin gto n, Davies coun ty, Iwl., 1S7S; receivetl the
honor::tble d egree of A. 1\f. from \Y<Lbash coll. in l8GO;
m . R.lwch D., clnu. of Ridu1nl Little, of B., 1-! Jan.,
1831.
Richard, b. 13 .Nov., 18:3i; d. 17 l\Iay, 18:30.
Lucy, b. 7 Sept., 1840.
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Exocn 7 ( J oseph. 6 Capt., Samuel5) \Yent to St. Armand. Canada,
in 1839; lin•d there six years, then at Thetfortl, Yt.;
remoYed to Helt township, Yermillion county, Ind.,
Sept., 1852; was an eltler of Presbyterian church;
m. Abbie C. Cogs\Yell, of B., 7 Jan., 18-10.
Clwl'les, b. 2 Jnly, 18±1, in L. C.; enlisted in 18th Hegt. Ind. Vol.
Infantry; was at the battle of Pea Uidge; se rved eleven
months; returned home and d. of disease contracted in the
army.
Lt~cien, b. 2G Feb., 1843, in L. C.; senecl in the 7l~t Ind. R eg' t
three months; was in the battle of lUchmond, Ky.; retnrned home, and d. from disease brongbt on by expo:;ure
ancl c:1mp life, 7 Oct., 1 86 ~.
John Q., b. 1 l\Iareh, 18-!8, in B.; d. 2-± Oct., 1Sti2.
jJJary E., b. 21 July, 18-!9, Th etford, Vt.; m. Rev. Henry l\1. ~o
lan, 17 Sept .. 1868, Erkar county. Ill.
Hattie JI., b. 20 Feb., 18.)1. Thetford, Yt.: m. Samuel S. ?\Iarshall, 111 Aug .. 1t;7:.>; resides in Helt towu:;hip, Yermillion connty, Ind.
Eda·ard, b. 1-! .Tan., 1853; m. Almira Skidm ore, 29 Feb., 1872;
resides iu Edgar county, Ill.
Jam es L., b. 21 .Tan., 185G.
CnARLEs, 7

Hon. (Joseph, 6 Capt., Samuel"). remoYed from Canterbury to .Jlinn., 18Ci3; re::;ides at St. Charles; is presidellt of the Dover Bank, :\Gnu. ; wa:-:: Uep. delegate
to the constitutional conYE'ntion of .Jiinn.: m OliYe
\Y. Dimick, 18 .Jlarch, 18-13, \Yest Hartford, Yt.

Allen, b. 10 Dec .. 18 I;) .
Adah, b. 1:3 SeiJt.. 18±9; m. Alvano B. Dyar, 18 XoY., 18GO, at St.
Charles, :\linn.
Etta Y., b. o Sept., 1o5o.

N EW:ELL 7 (•T o~epb, 6 Capt. , Samne J5) went to CaL in 18-!0. from
thence to Port Townsem1, \V. T., where he m., and
ha~ two children.
Heii1'!J, Cynthia A.

Exocn,7 CoL (Isaar, 6 Enoch,S Dea ). m. ::\Iiram1a 0., tlan. of ,Joseph
S. Lawrence, of L ee, 2:3 )lay, 183-1, \Yho was b. 15
t_T nn e, 1829.

[S ee Biog. J

Fran!.; L., b. 1!) :Jiay, 18.i5. [See Biog.J
Lizzie JI., b. 1-! J nne, 18GO.

JOSEPH \Y. 7 (Samuel B} Capt, J osepb, 5 Col.) resides in J.1ebanon;
m Ennice 1\L Hewes, of Lyme, G :B..,eb., 1833. [See
Biog.J
Charles TV., h. ~3 :Nov., 1855.
Emily J., b. 8 Sept., ISGl.
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CHAHLES H. 7 (Sa.mnel B., 6 Ca.pt., Joseph, 6 Col.) resides in I.1ebanon; rn., 1st, Anna l ;'ostl.· r, 13 Nov., 1866; 2d, Lydia.
A. Gates, 1-:1: Feh., 1815, both of Lebanon.
Cl1ihlren of Anna.:
Cltarles F., b. H Aug., 1S70; d. G March. 1S73.
Eugenr> D .. b. -±Oct., lSI:!.
Anna JI., b. 2.) July, lSI±; d. 16 Sept., 1S74.

JAl\IES L. 8 (•Tl'remiah, 7 Dea., ::\Ioses 13) resides on the homestead at
\Yehster; is justiee of the pea,ee, a,nd has filled Ynrion::.: offices of trust; "·as the first in town to en list unclPr Lieut. Dm·itl E. Bnrha.nk. in Co. E (of "·hich he
'nts corporal), 10th Heg't N.H. Y. 1\1. At the capture
of Fort Bm·ton. Butte La, Rose, La,., .20 April, 1863,
he was a sharpshooter on the gunboa,t Clifton, a,nd
took part in that enga,~ement. Hem. Sarah B. Chandler, of Fisherville~ 2.2 Dee., 186-J..
Erlll'tn r7wlll11a, b. -± ,Jnly. 1SG7.

1llary lmn;Jen, L. 21 Aug., 1S7:!; d. 31 Aug., 1S73.

Lucmx 8 (Smn.' Stt·phen, 6 Lieut.) m. 1\fary J. Scantlancl, Nov.,

1865.
Nora

Agn e.~.

b. S ,July, 1S67.

(Sam.j ~te ph e n~ 6 Li eut.) m. Harriet Gerrish, of Elkhorn,
Brown county, Ill., 8 J nly, 1867.
Nettie JI oy. b. 15 1\Iay. l SGS.

S..:-UI

8

Ilem·y L., b. :2G Sept., 1870; d. 15 1\larch, 1S7:2.
E mma E., b. 22 Ft>b., 1S7:1; d. 13 Aug., 1875.
llurr.IJ E., b. 16 .Jan. 1873.
Joseph H., L.!) May. lti77 .

.JA:\IES L. 8 (Al)iel, 7 Hcnry 6) rPsitles a.t \Vest Creek, Ind
JjcJw D. Dyer, of 'Vlwaton, Ill., 15 Feb., 1866.

rn.

H enry, b. 13 Feb., 1SG7.

r ' ..

Aqiii'S, ) b 9± ~
ISM::>
(';oTie.
~
ept., I:...

Eittie R., b. lG -:\lay, 1S7±.

HntAl\I F .8 (<'jn.1Yin, 7 Ja,co1 6) c·nlistet1 in Co. R, .2l1 Reg'tN. H. V.,
~h,l', 1861; seiTed in Yarious (1epartments of the
a,rmy fonr years a.ml nine months. in which time he
passed throngh the different gra,(lc·s from private to
t]H' rank of major,-was also brevettPCl ~Iajor. He
parti~:ipa,tec1 in tl1e following ha,ttles: First Bnll Run,
Fair Oaks, l\hh,ern Hill, Frcclcrick:-;burg, Cha,ncellorsYillP. Fort. H arrison, Getty::;lmrg, and Petersburg.
Aft~: r Lee's sm-re1Hler, l\faj. GPrrish took charge of
the mi1roa.(l from Appomattox to Fa,rmvi11e, Ya., and
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rnn the first engine over the road after it came into Federal possession ; was afterwards stationed at Freclerieludmrg as chief quarter-master, district of northeastern Yirginia; is nuw connected ~with the internal
revem1e department, Donr; m. Edith A. Eaton, of
Concord, 28 Aug., 18G5.
Herbert, b. 28l\1ay, and d. 10 Ang., 1SG9.
Ellen ~1., b. 23 April, 187G; cl. 27 Dec., 1877.
H~\.IU,.A~

T. 8 (Henry, 7 Thomas, 6 Dea.) m. l\Iary A. C. Flint, :?D
.March, 1864.
Lad. ·in H., b. U Feb., 18G5; d . .:\larch, 18GG .

.Jfary C. A., b. 11 April. and d. :22 .:\lay, 18U7.
Gerl1'_qe L., b. 10 .Tune, 1Sfi8; cl. 2D nlarch, 1870.
TVilliwn S., b. 21 ,Jan., 1871.
Infan t SOli, b. and d. 8 ~larch, 1873.
Lida E., b. ~)0 March, 1874.
ALLEX

8

(Ch:.w1cs,7 Hon., J osPph, 6 Capt.) resicles in St. Charles,
:l\Iinn.; m. Ida .A. Hill, Oct., 18GG.

Iua A., b. 28 .July, 1867.
Lily J., b. 8 June, 1SGD.
Charles TV., b. 15 Aug., 1873; d. in infancy.

The family of J oscph Gerrish, X e-wLury, l\Iass., who settled on
the Blackw<Lter.

J\IosEs, 4 eldPst son of Jnseph 3, Col., an<l ::\br,v (I. ittle) Gerrish~ of
:Newbury, ::\hss., ],, 1;) .April, 17UG; m. ::\[ary ~Ioo(ly,
18 April, 17~8 ; li1·ed in :N ew1nry (Byfield) ; was a,
farmer.
Sarah, b. 17:2!); d. lG ~larch, 177;3; m. Dea. Isaac Pearson (his 1st
wife) :28 Nov., 1751; he was a milleraml settlell in B.
Joseph, b. in Newbury; cl. in B. 10 Dec .. · 1 80~.
Paul, a farmer; lived at Townsend, l\lass.
Sumuel.
Trilliarn.
Betsey, d. young.
~ewLnry, Mass.,
to B., 111D, a,l}(l settled on the BlacbY:.lter rin'r, near
the present residence of Henr.Y L Do(lge. The next
yt'ar ['?] he bought of Col. Henry Genish the sawam1 grist-mill erectetl Ly the btter about 1774:-the
first miJl Luilt in \Yest B., and situated a few rOlls
:.1LoYe the one now ownetl .by F. L. Bm·hank & Son;
was a, miller :.1nd farmer; m. l\Iehitahle Currier, of
Ames bur~', illass., 1 Jan., 1761, who d. at B. 10
l\Iarch, 1810, :.1gecl 78.

JosErn 5 (Moses, 4 ,Joseph, 3 Col.) rPmoYe<1 from
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.Vary, b. 2-1 Oct., 1761; rl. 3 ::\lay, 1820: m., 1st, Den. Enoch Gerrish, of B. (his 3d wife), 2 July, 1702; 2d, Col. David
l\lcCrillis, of Canterbury, 17 Oct., 182:?.
Jan P. b. 4 Dec., 1703; d. D Oct., 18!0.
Sarah, b. 27 Aug., 17G8; d. 21 DL·c. , 1810; m. Jeremiah Gerrish,
of B., 6 March, 1788.
Jllo.~es, b. 18 July, 1772; d. 7 Dec., 1851.

l\1osE:;, 6 Col. (Joseph/ :Jio:.,;es 4), liYe<l at \Vest B., in the house
IlOW owned by l'lmrles D. Glitten; Ill , 1st, Sn:.,;anna
Clo ugh, of Canterbury, "\Vho wn,s l1. 16 1\Iarch, 1776,
anll ll. 25 ,J nne, 1~:30; 2d, l\1rs. Lyl1ia LoYejoy, of
Lebn,non, 1\[n,rch, 18J2.
Chiklren of Sns:-tillla:

Bet;:;ey, b. 18 .N"ov., 1706; d. 1850; m. Henry G. ·\"Vood, of Lebanou, 8 .Jan., .181G.
J aemiah, b. 18 .Jlay. 1708; d. 0 April, 1830.
Sa rah, b. 28 l\lay, ISOU; m., 1st, Daniel Bl aisdell, of B., 28 l\Iay,

18:.w ; ~d, Joshua George, of " Tarn e1·, 2 July, 18-! 5.
Jllary, b. 1D June, 18U!:J; m. John Noyes, of Lebauon, 11 June,
1ti4.j ,
Jos eph S., l>. 10 April, 1817; d. 12 June, 1843.

GILL.
Compiled by Elizn.beth P. Gill.

\V ILLL-L ;.u/ n, citizen of :Newmarket, was th o n,ncestor of the Gill
hmi li es of B., Concord, n,nd H opkinton ; d. about the
year 1810, at th e dwelling of hi s sou, on the Plain.
Susannah, b. :;\fay 22, JI G-!; m. John Kiml>all, of Hopkinton.
TVillirtm, b. o Feb., 17GG.
Bradbury, b. 7 April, 17GS.
Jlloses, b. 1-:1: Oct. , 1170; lived and d. in Portsmo nt.b.
John , b. 21 July, 177-±.
Lucy, b. 28 Feb.~ 1780 ; m. Isaac Shute, of Concord; d. 1\lnrch,
1828 ; eleven children.
'\VILLI.Al\I 2

(\Yi1liam 1 ) m. Ruth Haselton, of Concord, and settled
on the Plaiu , n en,rly opposite th e academy. H e planteel the elm tre e now standing near th e old r es i<lence,
wld cb being m eas ured, 15 Jan .) 1878, by his son,
J n,mes H., was fourteen feet in circu mferen ce fonr f eet
from th e ground , n,ml its bran ch es spreall oue hundred
awl fifteen feet. For the 1 en, ntifn1 elm trees on the
en,~t side of the highwn,y, l)etween the academy aml
Brid ge street, the town is indebted to him and hi s
brother J ohn, who planted them n early ninety years
ago.
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Susan B., b. 28 July, 1798; d. ,July, 183-.l.
Ruth, b. :2± Aug., 179-!; m. Benj. Dearborn, of Plymouth; d.
Sept., 1888 ; nine chiltlren.
]Jary, b. 2-.l Aug., 179G; nL ?\at.b. Drape1·, of Plymouth; d. Dec.,
1888; six children.
Sally, b. 20 Dec., 1707; m. Jeremiah BLupee; d. ~ov., 1872 [ see
llurpee family.]
TVilliam, b.-! Jan., ltiOU; m. Eliza Bartlett, 1825; d. Sept., 1853;
five chilJreu.
Samuel, b. 10 Aug., IS '3; d. Sept., 1819.
Hannah, b. 13 July, 180:); m. Charle::; F. Gage, of :\lethuen, ~lass.,
4 l\Iny, 1tiotl; three cbi ldren.
Harriet, b. 13 .Jnly, 1803; m. Rul>ert Cochran, of Plymouth; d .
.Jan., 1866; six chilclren.
James H., b. 1~ Oct., 1807 ..
Jolm JI., b. 16 Sept.. 180!).
Eliza, b. 2G Oct., lSU; d. Oct., 1817.
Judith, b. :w Dec., 1ti15; d. Oct., 1817. •

BR.ADBURY 2 (\Villiam 1 ) m. Rel1e~:ca Straw, awl settletl m Hopkin ton; cl. l\breh, 1812.
]loses, b. :.n Oct., 1707.
Lydia, b. 17 Nov., 17fJD; m .•John Carter, 182G; five children.
Betsey, b. 1!) .Jan., 180-!; d. Nov., 1819.
BradlJllr!J. b. 10 .Feb., !806; m. Ilauuah Farnum; two children.
Rebecca. L. 8 April, 180!); m. :\lr. At.ki11S, of Gardiner, l\Ie.
2

J OH~ (\Viliimn 1 ) m. Polly Carter, an(l lived in the house now
stall< ling nearly opposite the residence of Nathaniel
S. \Y uLster.
A son; Judith.

H. 3 (\Villiam, 2 \Villiam 1) m. Hannah, clan. of Simeon Atkinson, .Aug., 1830, and settled on the river road, near
the paternal homesteall of his wife. Snhsequently he
moved to the Plain, opposite the church, where he resides with his daughter.
Eli:::abetlt P., b. 8 .May, 1831.
JOHN H. 3 (\Yilliam, 2 \Villiam 1) m. Otessa Blodgett, of Plymouth,
Dec., 1832, and is now living there.

JAMES

1VIosEs 3 (Bradbnry, 2 \Villiam 1) m. Harriet Putney, 18 Dec., 1825,
::tnd settled on the Plain, where their son now lives; for
a time he was snperintem1ent of the city farm in Conconi, where he and his wife gained many friem1s, and
their labors in c::tring for the poor were duly appreciated.
Hamilton P., b. 26 Oct., 1826.
Rebecca S., b. l\Iarch, 1830; d. Sept., 1831.
Rebecca S., b. ~7 Dec., 18::)1; m. Andrew Jackson.
HAMILTON

P. 4 (~Ioses, 3 Bradbnry 2 \Villiam 1 ) m. Lydia A. Da·ds,
of Co11cord, 12 St·pt.: 18[30; resides on the homestead
inherited from his father.
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Harr£et E., b. 1 Ang .. 1801; d. 7 March, 18G7.
H enry II., b. 7 .Tnly, lt;5.">.
Esther D .. h. l!l .Tan. , 1 t'5S.
Jluody C., b. 17 .Jnly. ltiUU.

GREEXOUGII.
EnEXEZEr./ b. in I-Ta.,·erhill, ~[ass.; m . .l\fa1:y, dn,n. of Rev. Ebenezer Flagg, of Chester; mond to Canterbury, 1793.
Their eltihlrPn were seven sons n,nd four <-hnghters.
J olm, only, settle< I in B.

J OH~/ b. in Han·rhill, .:\lass ., 5 .April, 1780; mon:'cl to Canterlmry, with his father, ftlH l wn,s em ployed in his store
as clerk a-nd partner until he moved to B.; m. ~ ancy,
dan. of lion Al,iel Foster, of Cn,nterhnry, 1803. He
moveLl to B., ,Ja,n, 1814, :Lnd pnrchn,sed the house formerly the· residence of Col. Timothy Dix; opened a
store adjoining his h ouse for the sale of gooLls, and
conti nued in the sn,me 1usiness there until h e removed
to his new lJriek store, a few rolls north, n,bout 1820.
Ilis business incr eased in the new location so thn,t at
one time h e kept one of the largest stocks of gnotls in
N. H. He conti nued in bu:,inl'ss until hi::; den,th, 3
:-;(·pt . lS(j~.
[:-:ll'e Biog. J ::\In;. Greenough d. 28
Mar(·h, 1~1\1.
He m., :!<1, ~Inn', (bu. of Samuel
Uri(lge, Es(h of l~illeric;•, J\bss., 18::?0.
Children of :N n,ncy:

i.liary, b l.Tnly, 180!; m. Dea. Nehemiah Cogswell, 11 June, 1841.
Frederick William, b.~ April, 180G; m. Emily, dan. of - - Kinsman, of Pembroke, 4 Nov., 18!6; settled in Ohio.
Elbridge Flagg, b. :30 Feb., 1808; m. Elizabeth R., dau. of l\Ioses
Eastman, Esq., of Salislmry, 18 Jnne, 18!6; d. 31 May,
1875.

Henry, b. Aug., 1812; d. 0 l\Iay, 1817.
Jobn Bridrr. b. 8 Feu., 1816; m. Susan Hall, adopted dan. of Dea.
"'illiam Temple.l\Iay, 18!7; d. 17 Jan., 186-±.
Samuel F., b. 2~ ~larch, 1819; d. in infancy.
Chihlren of Mary :

Ellen Noyes, b. 9 Aug., 1821; m. Jlev. D. It. Brewer, June, 1845;
d. :2 ApriL 1852.
Ann Posta. b. lD ,July, 1823 ; m. John ,V. Sullivan, of Boston,
18 ~ov ., 18G:3.
Lucia .Jlaria, b. 11 Oct., 182G; m. Charles ,V. ·webster, of Boston,
5 .Jan., 18.'5:3. They now reside on the homestead of his
father, 'Vorcester 'Vebster, formerly the mansion of Hon.
Ezekiel Webster.
Henry Pollard, b. 15 Dec., 1831; d. 13 Dec., 1852.
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HARRIS.
Compiled by E. S. Harris.

BETIIUEL/ of Scottish origin, resided in Nelson, and became celebrated as a m-anufacturer of woollen goods.
ALl\10~ 2

(BethneP), h. 29 Aug., 1800; liYed with his father until
18:.!1; went to \Yatertown, ~la,8s., and worked at the
business canied on b)T his fnther fiye ye:us, returning
to X elson, and m. I)hebe, dan. of Ezra Shehlon, ~6
J mw, 18:!6; moved to l\lnrlow, and rrectetl mills for
sawing lumber, grinding grain, canling wool, and
dressing eloth. In 18:3~ he moYed on to a farm iu
\Yinchester. J':vidently he was not F:atisfiecl with an
agricultural life, for in 'three years he returned to ~ elson aml carried on the manufacture of woollen goods
until 18..!7. The gootl fa<.;i}ities for transportation,
aml the excellent watt,•r-power on the Contoocook,
with otlwr natural advantages, induced him to remoYe
there, and establish his business on a larger and more
perimtm'nt basis. He pnrclwsetl of :1\Iessrs. Gage the
water-power and mill-8ite wl1ich had long been occupied Ly their ancestors, and erectetl thereon the Duston Islaml \Yoollen ~Iills, whieh he awl his sons successfully operated until his death, 15 Sept., 1816. He
\Yas regardetl by his townsmen as a su bstnntial lmsiness man, and was frer1uently called to fill the office
of st>leetman. He was chosen to represent the town
in the legislatures of 186..! and 1865, was a member of
the Congregational church forty-four years, deacon anJ
snperintc·mlent of the Sabbath-school, in the towns
where he resided, many years.

Ezra Sheldon, b. 27 Nov., Hi27.
Betlwel Edwin, b. 18 l\lay, 182D.
Almon A inger, b. 2D Dec., 1832.

EzRA SHELDox 3 (Almon, 2 BethueP) m ..• 1st, Cassandra Andromache, Lbu. of :Nathan R Greene, 20 Jnne, 1860. She
d. 5 X oY., 1865. 1\Iarried, 2t1, Sarah Amelia, sister of
Cassandra, 12 Oct., 1861.
Children of Cassamlrn :
Grace Greene, b. H Oct., 1863.
Robert J.incoln. b. 3 l\Iay, 18G5.

Children of Sarah :
Harry Sheldon, b. 24 Ang., 1868.
Almon Greene, b. 24 .Jan., 1870.
I.ucy Cassandra, b. 3 Nov., 187 4.
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ED,YI~ 8

(Almon 2) m. AlJbie l\1., dan. of Charles T.
Eames, of l\Iilford, J\fass.

Bethuel Edwin, b. 11 Nov., 1SG6.
Amelir1 Cln.fiin, b. 7 April, 1S68.
Fran/.; S heldon, b. 10 Nov., 1871 ; d. 2:2 July, 1873.
Ilelen, b. 14 :i\Iarch, 1875.
.Mary Capen, b. 5 Nov., 1877.

ALl\IOX ArxGEg 3 (Almon 2) m. Eliza Jane, dan. of Ira Sweatt, 11
Sept., 1855.
Clwrles ~Vmulin e , b. 23 Aug., 1873; d. 7 Sept., 1874.
Isab el, b. 1 Oct., 1877.

.J_lfary

Ezra and Almon settled in B. (Fisherville) and still continue
the business established by their father and themselves under the
name of E. S. Harris & Co.
HOS:\IER.
Compileu by Jacob E. Hosmer.

JA:\IES 1 came from England to l\fass.; became a freeman 17 JUay,
1637; d. in Concon1, ~lass., 7 Feb., 1685.
JAl\IEs 2 n1. Sarah '\Vhite; was killed at the Sudbury fight.
'fHOl\IAs, 3

b. G July, 1672; m. Hannah Hartwell.

JAl\IES,4b. 1708.
SAl\IUEL, 5 b. 12 J\Iay, 1734:; m. Anmt Parlin, 5 June, 1755.
J Al\IEs, 6 b. in Concord, 1\Iass., 1761; m. Rhoda G., dau. of Capt.
Ebenezer Eastman, of Concord, N. H., 1784:; d. Aug.,
1835. Rhoda d. at B., 23 Nov., 1839.
James, b. 178;j; d. in New Orleans, Feb., 1831.
Jacob, b. 25 Aug., 1787.
Samuel, b. 5 l\lay, 1791; d. in Enfield, 25 Aug., 1836.
Nancy. b. 1798; d. same year.
Nathaniel, b. 1 April, 1800; d. in Orford, 1865.
R euben, b. 1802; d. in New Chester (now Hill), 1844.
Albe Cady, b. l 80±; d. in Texas.

JAcon 7 (James, 6 Samue1, 5 James/ Thomas, 3 James, 2 James 1) m.
Catherine '\V ellington, in Concord, Mass., 16 Oct.,
1808; movecl to Concord, N.H., 1812; went to Portsmonth a volunteer in the war of 1812, remained 21
days, when the war closed; movet1 to B. in 1815, and
purchased of Ezekiel '\Vebster the house and lot next
north of the cemetery on the Plain, where he successfully carried on the manufacture of fur hats; an estimable man and good citizen ; d. 21 June, 1868. His
wife d. 25 Jan., 1876.

36
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Lucy Ann A ugusta, b. 16 .July, 1809; m. Dr. Stephen l\1. Emery,
22 Nov., 1838; resided at Fisherville; d. 8 April, ISiS.
Charlotte Jllaria, b. 25 Jnn e, 1812; m. 1st, .James K. Br ickett. 30
Sept., 1835; 2cl, John Pntney, of East Coucord, 10 May,
18G2.
lVilliam Ilem·y, b. 13 .June, ] 81±.
L enora W ellington, b. 11 Oct., 1816; m. Dr. John Fellows; d. 14
F eb., 1877.
Jllary Catherine, b. 3 Dec., 1818; d. 21 Dec., 181 8.
Jacob Eastman, b. 2:~ April, 18:!0.
]Yancy Pmn elia, b. 7 Jnly, 18:2:2.
llfary Fronces, m. Af>a L. Drew, 2 Dec., 18.54.
Charles Freden'c, b. 23 l\[ay, 1827; <1. 21 Sept., 1831.
George Fnwklin, b. 27 Oct., 18:.W; d. 11 Aug .. 18:~~
Cltarles Frederic, b. 1 Jan., 18:3:2 ; d. 23 Jan., J 83D.

"'\VILLIAl\I HENRY 8 (.JacoV) m. ::\hry .hne Sanhorn, of Sanbornton, who tl. 7 :March, 1863; stuclietl medi cine ''"ith
Dr. Thoma,s P. Hill, of Sa,nhornton ; gratl. a,t Dart.
J\I0cl. Coli., (_Tuly, 1838; rcsi(les at Fisherville. 1\rarri ccl, 2d, Julia Ea,stman (Dnnlap), 15 .June, 1865.
Children of J\Iary:
~Iary

Fmnces, b. 2.) Sept., 1842; m., ] <:;t. Capt.\Yillimn F o;:;gnte, who
was kill ed at \ VincbeRtcr, Ya ...June, lS G-1; :!rL .John E.
Abbot, of Vallejo, Cal.; two children,-Ra/plt Jfvsmer and
Frank Brown.
Can·ie Elena, b. 28 Oct., 18-!S; d. JD April, 1850.
Ella Jan e, b. J;) Nov., 18;j}; 111. John Chadwick; t\YO children,
twins,-Julia and Jennie.

JA COB EAST:.\IAN 8 (Jaco17) m. Lncretia Adele Gillet, 2[) J\Iay,
1847; re sides at the h omestead on the Plain inherited
from his father.
Charles Emery, b. 8 Sept., 18.).).
Stella Adele, b. 8 Sept., 1859; d. 1 April, 1860.

JACK::\1AN.
Compilell by Enoch Jackman.

J Al\IES 1 came from Exeter, Enghn<.l, with his wife, J emirna, and
settled in NcwbmT Their chihlren were Sarah, Esthet, James, Joan;Ul, and Richw·d. The last 11amed
was ancestor of the tT ackmans of B. His son, Rich~
ard, 2 m. Elizal1eth ::\Iajors, whose sons, George 3 and
Ric!Ut?'Cl, 3 settled in B. in 1737.
GEORGE 3 m. Hannah Bi::;hop, 1 7:?8 ; was chosen deacon upon organization of the church. [8ee Civil lfist. J
~IeltitaVle,

m. l\foses Call; d. 1D Oct., 1809.
Eunice, b. 25 Nov., 1730; m ..John Flanders; d. 17 Jnne, ISIS.
William, b. 25 l\Iarch, 1733; d. in Hartford, Conn., 18~0.

\
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George, b. 28 Oct., 17:33.
Susannah.)
.
-·•
b. 0-0 Apl'll, 1 t ._~o;
Elizabeth, J
to Concord.
Benjamin, b. 7 .i\lay, 17 -t:3.
Hannah, b. 17-15; d. young.

t

{
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m. Benj. Eastman; moved to New-

port.
m. Capt. Joseph Eat:tman; moved

Rrcn ..u:m, 3 b. in :N ewbnry, 1700; brother of George; m. J\Iarthn.
Call, 1hn. of Philip Call, of Salisbury, whose mother
" ·as killed hy Indians. [See Civil Ilist.l
Rirhard, b. 6 Oct .. 17-10.
John, b. 21 An.~., 17 .t:J.
Jlloses, b. 26 April, 17 -±6.
Samuel, b. 17 l\Iarch. 17-i!J.
Samh, b. 11 Sept., 1751 ; d. in infancy.
Sa rah, b. :.W Sept., 17 55 ; m. Benj. Sweat (one of the first deacons
of the church in '\ Yebster); Ll. 20 :\larch, 18±5.

GEORGE/ Esq. (George, 3 Dea.), b. in :Newbury, 28 Oct., 1735; m.,
ht, ::\Iartha \Y ebster; 2d, - - - Thompson ; elected
fil'st town-cl erk, 17GO.
Elizabeth, b. J .Jnly. 1758; m., 1st, John Stevens; 2d, John Flanders; d. 18:3±.
W illiam, b. 1G "Nov. , 175!); m. Betsey. clan. of Robie ::\Iorrill.
Humphre!J, b. lG July, 1761; m. Judith Pettengill; d. 28 Aug.,

18 1:3.
Hwmah, b. 10 l\Iarch, 1768; m. Joseph l\Torrill.
J.1Jw·t!w, b. lo .T nne, 1765; m. Ephraim Wood, of Lebanon.
G eo rge, b. 14 April. 1767; m. l\Iarion Elliot; Ll. 6 Feb., 1803.
Ruth, b. 7 March, 17tiD; m .•Joseph l\Iorrill [?].
1Vathan, b. 21 Feb., 1771; m. Catherine Elliot; lived in Bradford.
John, b. 30 ..March, 1773; m. Hannah Pettengill; cl. 26 :May, 17D3.
Susannah, b. 10 ::\larch, 1775; m. Stephen Farnum; d. 5 .:\larch,
1797.

.

Stephen, b. 30 April, 1777; m. Sarah Bamford; d. July, 182D.
Sally, b. 14: Jan., 1770; m. ltobert Greenough.
J.l ieh itable, b. 11 Sept., 1780; d. 18 Sept., 1780.
.Jleh itable, m. Ephraim "\VooJ, of Lebanon.
BE~JAl\IIN/

Lieut. (George 8), m. Jane \Voodman; cl. 2G
1836.

~ov.,

B enjamin, b. 8 Sept., 176±; d. l\larcb , 1780.
Joshua, b. 11 .Jan., 1766.

Jan e, b. 20 Dec., 17G7 ; m. Ezra Abbot, of Concord; d. 2 ::\Iay,
18±7.
TVilliam, b. 6 April, 1870; d. 18 Au~., 182.), in lllinois.
George, b. 1:3 Oct., 1772; m. Hannah H eath; d. 18 l\Iarch, 1830.
Anna, b. 23 Oct., 1774:; d. 28 Sept., 1856.
Hannah, b. 31 Oct., 1776 ; m .•Jobn Plummer; d. 24 Aug., 182-!.
Jonathan, b. 1 Sept., 1780; m. ~lartha Good win; d. 2± March,
1838.
:Jfehitable, b. Oct., 1782; m. David Goodwin; d. 8 .March, 1839.
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B etsey, b. 4 1\Iarch, liS:); d. 4 Dec., 1850.
Polly .Llf., b. 20 1\larch, 1787; m. Abraham Burbank; d. 21 Sept.,
1858.

J OSHUA 5 (Benjamin, 4 George3), b. 11 .JmL; 17GG; m., 1st, Sally
Carter ; 2d, Dorothy Sweat.
BenJamin, b. 14 Aug., 178Q.
J eremiah, b. 20 Aug., 17!)1.
Judith, b. 10 Xov., 17!)3; m. Little Burbank.
Samuel, b. 28 Sept., 17D8.
Joshua Woodman, b. 1 Feb., 1801.
Hollis, b. 22 .Tune, 1803; m. Ruth BngLee.
Sally, b. 12 Sept., 1807; m. Isaac Hngbee.
J.YanczJ, b. 2 June, 1810; m. Eddie Tracy.
Joseph TYan·en . b. 22 .June, 18 12.
Dorothy, b. 21 Nov., 1815; m. Friend L. Burbank.
BEXJA~nx 6

(Joslma, 5 Benjamin, 4 Gt~orge 3 ) m. Betsey EeYerley.
(LiYing in \Vebster, 187G.)

Jeremiah , b. '27 April, ISH>; m. )lary Doe.
John, b. June, 18:!2.
J eltial. b. '!.7 Jnly, 1826; m. Ann 1\lullin.

JosHUA \YooDl\IAX 6 (Joshu::t 5) m.

~Iary

Burbank; d. in Chebea,

Vt.
Polly.

JosEPH WARREN 6 (Joshua 5) m., 1st, Judith Burbank; 2c1, Tamson Danforth.
George D., L. 7 1\Iay, 18:lG; d. S ::\ lay, 1865.
1Villiam TV., b. 2:5 June, 18Gl.
Cltades T., b. 15 .June, 185:1.
Judith 1lf., b. 1!) Aug., 1857.

RrcrU.RD 4 (RicharcP) m. Ruth Stmi\T. The family mond to
Tamworth, 1771.. Richard Jackman was one of the
first fonr settlers of that town. He subsequently
moved to :l\Iaine. [See Hist. Tamworth. J
Richm·d, b. 6 Aug., 1764.
H enry, b. 23 June, 1766.

J OHN 4 (RichnrcP), m. l\Iary, <.bu. of \Yilliam Danforth; d. l\Iarch,
1813.
J.V ehemiah, b. 4 July, 1764; m. Ruth Flanders; d. Oct., 18:1.5.
Samuel, b. 23 Dec., 1766 .
.Llloses, b. 1 Jan., 1760; m., 1st,--- Corser; 2d, - - - Cass;
d. 18 April, 1856.
J.l fary, b. 1 Aug., 1771: m. Dr. Denj. Knowlton.
Susannah, b. 17 1\lay, 1774:; m. Nathaniel Thurston.
Elizabeth, b. 28 Feb., 177Q; m. John Elliot, Jr.
Oliue, b. 7 Dec., 1781; m. Samuel Page.
Josiah, b. G April, 178:1:; m. Dorothea Cor8er.
William, b. 13 April, 1787; m. ---Huntoon.
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l\[osEs 4 (Richarcl3), captured by the Indians [see Civil Hist.J;
m. l\Iartha :Morse; d. 8 Dec., 1838.
Ruth, b. 1 l\Iay, 1774; m.,·1st, Ezekiel Eastman; 2d, Maciah Moul-

ton.
Jloses, b. 14 Jan., 177G; m., 1st, Rhoda Collins; 2d, Betsey
Beecher; d. 2-! Nov., 18Gl.
Da1-·icl, b. 251\Iarch, 1770; m., 1st, Naomi Elliot; 2d, :Mary Flanders; d. 14 1\lay, 187.5.
Sorah, b. 6 Nov., 1780; m. Samuel Gilman; d. 20 April, 18-!J.
Jlartlw, b. 1:2 Nov .. 1780; m. Jeremiah Noyes; d. 5 March, 1858.
John. b. ·1 .Tnly, J'i!)O.
Caleb, b. 5 .July, 179-!.
Enoch, b. 11 July, 1797; d. 4 Sept., 1825.

J orr:~- 5 (i\Ioscs 4) m. Esther Burpee ; d. 20 Sept., 18GO.
Esther.
John, b. 21.Tuly, 18:23; m. Sarah Boynton; professor of music;
resides in B.; one son,-Joseph Hem·y, b. 2:3 J\Iarch, 18Gl.
(~Ioses 4) m. ~Iarthn. Durpee; li,'es iu Concord [see Biog].
Emily, b. 13 ~lay, 18-U; m. Henry 1\I. Elliot.
Enoch, b. 7 May, 18:28; m. :\Iary Elizabeth l\loody; lives in Concord.

CALEB 5

S.DIUEL 4 (RicharcP), 111. 1st, Submit Drown; 2d, Hannah \Vinslow; a joiner. He erected the frame of the townhouse in \Vebster [see Hist.]; moved to Vt., thence
to Concord, where he <L ~() Aug., 18-15. He was called
",Joiner" ,J n.ckman, to llistinguish him from Samuel
Jackman, tl1e ldacksmith. He was a man of marked
aJ,ility an<l sterling intc,grity, and of great strength;
an athlete; he eonlcl climb trees feet foremost.
Rltuda, b. :22 l\Iay, 17/.-1: .
•'3anwel, b. :2G April. 177G; d. same year.
Jlm·tha, b.:> Jan., 1778.
Samuel, b. 15 Feb., 178 1; m. Lydia Shattuck; d. 16 Oct., 1852.
_;]folly, b. 1 :\larch, 1782; m. Samuel Burbauk.

Royal.

Exocn 6 (Caleb, 5 :Moscs 4) m. ::\hry Elizabeth l\Ioocly.
Jlm·tlw E., b. 22 .Jau., 1869.
Lillie ]della, 29 Au~., 1871.
E~tltet Burpee, b. ~;J April, 1877.

SAMUEL (nephew of Dc·a. George), blacksmith, came from Newltury about 1 i'TO; m. 1\nna Fowler, of N ewlmry. He
liYcd near ~Iillbrook, west of the late residenee of
Isaac and Col. Enoch Gerrish. His son Sam nel, in
1SH=, lost fiye rhiltlren in one week by spotted (scarlet) fe"\'er. Rev. l\Ir. Price bas the following paragraph in regard to the mortality: "On Sabbath
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morning, NO\. 27, l\Ir. Jackman had seYen children
in apparent good health. At eigl1t o'clock Hannah
KimLall, aged nine, and Isaac Gt'ITish, aged seyen
years, were taken ilL The boy died in eight and the
girl in h••enty-four hour:::. Their funeral attendell on
l\Ionday,-discourse deliYcretl by ReY. l\Ir. \\r oocl,
from ProY. 27. 1st ''erse,-aml l_,oth interred in one
grave. \Yalter Harri::;, fh·e years old, was attacked
by the same tlisease on Tue~t1ay morning : died in
twelve hours, awl 'Yas lmried on \Yednesday. On
Friday, David Flander::;, hro years old, was ·in like
manner ~eizec1, and dietl in six hours,-his fnn eral attended on ~aturclay: Rc•Y. J\Ir. \Yoocl preached on the
occasion from ,John, G:::?O; hnt in the time of the funeral exercises, Nancy, al,ont three years old. received
the fatal attack, died in ten hour~, a}](l was lmrietl on
the Sabbath. Thus a hol,\' Gu<l, ,\"lwse proYidenec is
inscrutalde, took from the fo1ul parents, ont of seYen,
fh·e 1on•1y children: in the short t erm of ::;eyen tla,\'S.
l\1edical aiel was early resorted to in these cases, but
the violen<:e of th e attack in C>aeh case admitted of no
relief from the application of medicine."
Sll\IEON,

a brother of Smnuel, the blacksmitll, came to D. from
~ ewbury, 177J, and ereded a saw-mill on Blat:kwatcr
nver.
JOHXSOX.
Compiled by John Kimball.

JoxATIIA~,

1

b. 31 Dec., 1753; m. Hhntla, dau. of Reuben Abbot,
of Concord, 8 Jan , 1778 (see .Abbot family) ; nearly
all of their deseemlants settled in B. ; <1. 1G ~ept ..
1821. Ilis wife, b. 31 Dec., 17iiG~ d. 3 Ang-.. 1S:)\J.
'rhey settled on Horse hill, in Concord, near the line,
and had tweh·e children.
Phebe, b. 10 Sept., 1778; m. Elt'ner Davis; d. 2:3 Sept., 181!).
Timothy, b.10 .Tnu., 1780; m. ::\lelimb Swett.
Elanor, b. 16 Oct., 1181; d. at B. ~9 .Jm1., 18:1 0.
Rhoda. b. 71\o,· .. 1783; m. Timothy Abbot; rl. ::?8 Sent .. lSG-1-.
Hannah, h. 13 May, 1785; m. Eze.kiel Eastman; nw.veLl toYermont; d. 2.') ::\larch, 1839.
Jolin, b. 11 Feb .. 1787; d. 2 Dec., 1700.
Reuben, b. 1~.Jan., 1789; m. ,J ndith II. Chandler.
Sarah Carter, b. 15 May, 1701 ; d. at B., ::!!) April, 1861.
John, b. 15 J:m., 1793; m. Sophia Abbot; d. 211 Nov., 1871.
Pltilip C .. b. 9 l\larciJ, 17!)5; m. ~lary Chandler.
fluth, b. 24 Aug., 1797; d. at B., G Feb .. 1813.
Obadiah C., b. 11 July, 1801; m. Detsey Charles.
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(Jonatlutn 1) m. Jlll1ith H., dan. of Capt .•John Chandler,
1811, and fM a time I i ved and carried on the woolcarding am1 cloth-dressing business at \Vest Concord;
moved to B. in 1818, aml succeeded Capt. Chamller in
the hotel at th e south part of the town (now the Penacook house), whieh he kt'pt until a few years before
his death, 1G ~larch, 18.)2. His wife d. 1 Nov., 184:3.

Lury Jane, b. 31 Ang., 1812; m. 'Vm. 1\I. Kimball, 8 .Tan., 1835.
Luther aoqe, b. 1::~ .Nov., 181:l; m. Cornelia, clau. of lion. Ezekiel
:Morrill, 21 Jan., 1847; resides in 1\liuHeapolis, 1\linn.
Twin, d. in infancy.
Charlotte, b. 9 Oct., 1815; clrowne(l2:3 .July, 182±.
Clarissa, h. :3 Dec., 1817; m .•J. C. Smith, of Salisbury: 2() May,
18-!1 ; resides in Salisbury.
Susan Oage, h. 5 July, 1820; m. Isaac K. Gage [see Gage family].
John C., b. lD Feb., 182;3; d. 12 1\larcb, 182().
John Clwnrller, b. 23 Sept., 1827; m. Ann, dau. of .Jeremiah Tilton, of Sanbornton, 3 Sept., 1831; resides in 1\Iinneapolis,
1\linn.
Charlotte, b. 9 ~ov., 182D; m. S. D. Hubbard, 1\Iarcb, 185 1; d.
9 Feb., 1852.
1lfary .Naomi, b. 17l\lay, 1832; m, ·w. B. Cogswell, 31 Jan., 185G;
d. 28 July, 1877, at l\Iine La .1\Iotte, 1\Io .
.Annette Eastman, b. 1 f.larcb, 18:37; d. 9 1\larch, 1838.

,Jonx 2 (Jonnthan 1) m. Sophia, dau. of Nnthnn Abbot, of Concord,
28 Aug., 1817. They settletl on Queen st., near the
south part of the town, where he carrietl on th e business of builder an<l carpenter until his death, 20 Nov.,
1871.
Lol'enzo, b. 17 Oct., 181!): d. 1 Sept., J 820.
Cath eri11 e C., h. 9 Dec., 1820; d. f) Nov., 1857.
Lorenzo, b. 1() Nov., 18::?2; m. Adaline Fiske, (j .Jan., 18-!7.
Lucretia, b. 9 ~lay, 182;); m. Eben Howe, 20 Oct., 1855.
Francis, b.:.?-! .Tulle, 1827; m. l\Iary J. 1.\utter, 1850.
Timothy, b. and d. 1;j April, 1830.
John, b. 25 April, 1831; d. 9 March, 183:1.
Sophia, b. 15 Sept., 183-!; d. 15 .Tan .. 18;31.
Julw, b. 10 Oct., 1837: m. 1st, Amanda l\I. Stewart; 2d, Judith
Knowlton, of Concord.

\V Ammx, another brnnch of the ,J olmson family, was b. in Northwood, [) Feb., 1800; moved to B. in the spring of
1825; m., 1st, J\Ierey San horn, of Springfield, 14 June,
18:?5. They settletl on tho brow of the hill overlooking the £:111; of the Contoocook, where he built :1 shop
and carried on the blacksmith llusiness, having previously learned the trade of edge-tool making at
Northwood. He possessetl superior skill as a worker
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of iron, and soon added to his business the manufachue of mill work, iron axle-trees, and iron-work generally for carriages and manufacturing purposes. He
was the first in town who put in operation the lathe
for turning iron, and other labor-saving machinery at
that time new, but now common. Hi::; shop was destroyed 1y fire in 183G, and rebuilt in 1837, where he
carri ed on business till 1843 ; resides in Fisherville.
His wife, b. 1 Sept., 1803, d. 18 Jnly, 1840. 1\Iarried,
2d, Sarah Ann Sargent, 1 Sept., 1841.
Children of 1\Iercy :
Jlfahala, b. 1 April, 1826; d. 24 :l \Iarch. 1827.
Alkander G., b. 23 Dec., 18:27; d. 1:1 April. 1829.
JonatlwnS., b.ll Jan .. 18:30 ; lives in Lawrence, Ma,s.
llfercy Ann, ( b.l-11\Iarch 1825 . Sl~ves ~n Law~·ence, l\Iass.
1Varren H., S
'
'l hves 111 :;\Iarwn, Iowa.

Children of Sarah :
Jlfartha F., b. 15 Aug., 18-!3; d. 13 Nov., 18Gl.
.1llillard F., b. 27 Oct., 1850; grad. at Brown Uni\'ersity; a Bap-

tist clergyman.
Flor-a C., b. 24 .L\Iay, 185-! ; resides at Fi sherville.

KILBURN.
Tno~rAs

1

was b. in the parish of \Yood Ditton, Cambridgeshire,
England, 1!'>78. His children wci"e _iliar[Jaret, Thomas, Illizabeth, George, Jl!ary, Lydia, F'rcmces, and
John. He sailed from England on ship "Increase,"
"·ith five of hi s children, at the age of fifty-fiye, and
settled in \Y eathersfield, Conn., 1G30. It is known
that Thomas, the elJest son, came in the ship "Elizabeth," 1638; and it is probable that George came
with him, and settled in Roxbury, l\Iass., "·here he is
r egisteretl as a member of the church the same year.

GEORGE 2 in 1GJO was Jiving in R.owley, and is registered as a
freemau. His " ·ife's name was Elizaueth.
llfal'y, Jvs cplt, Jacob, Sanwel, Isaac, Eli:::abeth.

SA.l\IUEL 3 (George/ Thomas 1), b. 1 Sept., 1G5G; m. 1\Iary Foster;
d. 22 April, 1122. His will is in the Ipswich probate
office.
Ifannah, Samuel, David, Jlfw·cia, J edediah, Eliplwlel.

JEDEDIAH 4 (Samucl, 3 George/ Thomas1), b. 20 April, 1609; m.
Susanna Fiske, of Ipsw ich. H e is put down as "cornet," 4 Feb., 1759.
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jYatlwn, b. 1750.
Eli'pltalet, b. 1752; d. 11 Dec., 18-14.
Lucy, b. 175±; m. Wm. Southwick; settled in D anvers.
21Iacy, b. 175G; m. Dani el Abbot, Couconl.
J edediall, b. 1702; Newburyport; a seaman.
l..'athaniel, b. 17G4; settled in D. ; moved to Th etford, Vt.
Susan, d. young.

D en.. ( J edediah 4), h. in Ro>r lc ~· ; se1Te1l in th e Revolution; m. Mary Thorla, of Howley; moYed to B.,
1780. [S ee Diog. J

ELIPIIALET,S

Eunice, b. 11 April, 1781; m. Samuel Fowler, of D.
Gern-ge T., b. 178-L
En och , ) b 1'"' 8 G· {
llannalt, ) . I , m. Thomas Coffin, of n. ; d. 20 Ang., 1833.
J.l fary, b. 1787; m. Benj. '1'. Kimball, of B.
S usan, b. 178D; m., 1st, Geo. T. Plllsuury! of U. ; 2d , ---Sawyer, of \\rarner.
B etsey, b. 170~; m .•Joseph Stone, of Salisbury.
Clarissa, b. 1800; resides with her sister, l\Irs. S. D. Little, in "'Web-

ster.
Sal1_11, m. 13 enj. T. Kimball; lives on \Yater st.ree t.
Ph ebe, b. 26 S ept., 1801; m. Simeon B. Little, of D.
Eliphalet, b. 180-1.
llfoorly A .. b. 1807; m., 1st, Luran a Bliss , of D.; 2d , Caroline 13.
Fifield, of Salisbury .
•
GEO R GE

T.G (E liphnlet 5), b. 1TSJ; m., 1st, AL igai1 Allen; 2d,
J\Ia.ry Morse.

Chilc1ren of Ahi gail:
Samu el N., b.1 8 1G; ll.1 82G.
Ilarriet X., b. Dec.. 18 18 .
Elliot TV., b. F eb., 18:20.
Enoclt 0 .. b. May, l 8:22; r esiJes in \Valtham , .1\Iass.
Fra11cis TV., b. 2.5 Dec., 18:24.
John A., b. S ept., 1826.
FRAX CIS

\V. 7 (George T. 6 )
cord.

m.

Eliza, A. Lou gee; lives m Con-

Arlele, h. 3i Oct .. 185G; d. l\Iarch, 1838.
l{ellie F., b. 12 Jnn., 18GO.
JoHN

A.7 (G eorge T. 6 ) m. Frances ni. Brick e tt, of F isherville;
lawyer; d. 20 N O\ T., 1SGO.

Willie E. , b.lG ~\pril, 18.)8 ; d. F eb., 18GO.
H elen .JI. , b. 28 Oct., 1850.
ELIPHALET 6 (Eliph a l e t, 5

lmry.

D ea.) m. 1\Iehita.Lle F os t e r, of Canter[ Sec Biog. J

Galen Foster, b. 7 l\[ay, 18:)4.
S arah J a11e, b . ."i An g., 183G; d. 3 Nov., 1855.
Lucien J.l lood.IJ, b. :20 .Jan ., 18-:12.
Clzarles Ilarrison, b. H Dec., 1847.
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FoSTER7 (Eliphalet,S Eliphalet,S Dea.), h. 7 l\Iay, 1834;
resided at home till 1837. His educational advantages ·were the common school and a few terms at an
academy. In 1831 he went \Yest and settled at Des
::Moines, Io·wa; taught school; studie<.l law "·ith J. E.
Jewett and C. C. Cole, the last since chief-justice of
Iowa; began practice at Fontan elle, Athir county,
Jan., 1860; was elected representatiYe, 1861; took a
JHominent part as a legislator; electetl trustee State
Agricultural College. In 1SIG he remontl to Creston,
where he now resitles, deYoting him self to his profession. .JhrrieLl, 1st, Jennie A., clau. of ReY. Joseph
l\Iathes; 2tl, Emilie C. Baker.
Children of Jennie :
Lucien J.lf., b. l\Iarch, 1861.
Ellen A., b .•July, 1SG:3.
Rtlmunrl, b. Dec., 186f:L
Fannie L., b. Jan., 1870.
TTrinnie, b. Nov., 1875.

LuCIE~ ].1. 7

(Eliphalet 6)

111.

Lizzie Peet.

Charles TT'"•. b. Jnly, 1872.
George 0., b. Ja~1., 187±.

Exocu 6 (Elipbalet,S Dea.), h. 7 Feb., 1784; m., ht, Betsey :l\Iorse;
2<1, Elizabeth Cogs'\Yell; tL at Anclon~r, 24 1Teb., 1873.
[See Biog.J
Children of Betsey:
.1llary P., b. 1813; m. D. F. Kimball, of D.
Judith .A., b. 18 15; m. Moses Farnum, of Concord; d. 18GD.
Gilbert T., b.l81D.
Enoch, b. 1821; d. young.
LiPonia C., b. 182:).
Enoch G., b. 1826; d. 1871.
Benjamin Fmnklin, b. 1828.

Chiltlren of Eliza1Jeth :
H en ry TV., b. ~6 Sept. 1837.
Jos eph C., b ..5 July, 183!).
Elizab eth S., b. 18:1:~.
John C., 2G :\larch, 1843; m. Nancy Dnsse11, of Andoyer; one child,

-B. Frank.
7

GILBERT T. (Enoch, 6 Eliphalet, 5 Dea.), 1. 1819; m. Abby Scribner; lin•s in Concortl.
George T., Den S.

Exocn G. 7 (EnoC'h 6), b. 18~6; m., 1st, Clara Fletcher; 2cl, Sybil
Y. Hoyt; d. 1870.
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Chiltlren of first wife :
J.lfary, Gerrish.
BE~JAl\IIN

F. 7 (Enoch 6), h. 1828; m. Jane E. Haley, of Andover;
liYed in Concord; <l. 187:!.

lTTillimn II., Ella 1lf., Frederick.

HENRY \Y. 7 (Enoch, 6 Eliphalet, 5 Doa.), h. 2G Sept., 1837; m.
Sophronia Herse,\r, of Hill.
Anson H ersey , b. 213 l\farch, l 8!iG.
Sidney Gen·i~h, b. Hl Xov., 1871.

J OSEPII 0. 7 (Enoch 6), h. r5 ,J nly, 1837; m. ALhy Hawkins, of SanlJornton ; lives in Henniker.
TValter Edward.

Tnol\IAs 4 (Joscph, 3 George, 2 Thomas 1), 1,. 3 Sept., 1753; m. Anna
Plumer, of Newbury.
Daniel.
Abiqail, b. 7 Sept., 1783; m. Dm·i<l Corser, of B.
Butlt, b. 14 Dec ., 17DU; m. \rm. ~Warn~n. of"Waterford, l\Ie.
Thomas, b. 17D~; m. Lydia ~\Y arren, of ~W aterford, l\le.

John.

J OH~ 5 (Thomas 4), b. 12 K ov., 170-!; m. JUnry Butler, of Essex,
Mass. ; d. 187 G.
William TV., b. G Sept... 1820; m. Louisa .McClnre.
Thomas, b. 2G Feb., 182G; m., 1st,--- Dearborn; 2d, Elizabeth
~lcCnrdy.

Daniel, h. 11 Dec., 1830.
John, b. 2 Sept., ]8:37; m. Fin ette Flanders.

(Thonuts 4)

DAXJEL 5

m., 1st, - -

Urnn; 2d, --Butler.

.Al!Jert Pl11mmer.
Charles, b. lG June, 181-1; d. 1~ l\Iarch, 1838.
ALllEl~T

P. 6 (Danie1 5), h. 1 N OY., 1810; m. ALi gail Tuttle.

]{rmcy, m. Hiram Little.

Charles P., h. ~1 .Jan., 18--1:0; d. D Aug., 1842.
Dam:el P., b. 1.5l\larch, 18-15; member U.S. Sharpshooters; d. lG
::\larch, 1864.
Charle.~ . f., b. 51\Iarch, ISW; d. 2D Sept., 1837.
Flnra Ella. b. 10 l\larch, 18iJ1~ cl. 1857.
Charles Albert, b. lG Dec., 18;j/,

NATIIAX 5 (.l edl'diah,4 Sam1wL 3 George/ Thomas 1 ), h. 1750; m.
Bamh Plummer, uf N ewlJury; settled in B., 1704.
.Toltn.
Jwi1 e.~,

b. 17 Nov., 178:3; m. Elizabeth Thurston, of Newbury; d.
11 Dec., 18GD.
1Yathrm, d. young.
Sarah, d. yonng.
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(~ath::m7 ).

Elizabeth, b. D Sept., 1808; m. Dr. Peter Carleton;d.10 April, 1827,
in lnd.
Judith T., b. 14 l\Iarch, 1810; d. April, 1831.
Erlnah, b. 18 .Jan., 1812; d. 1 Sept., 1838 .
.Nathan, b. 2 :\larch, 1814.
Euni"e. b. 13 .July, 1816; m. John T. Dole.
Jurlith Frances, b. 28 Sept., 1832; m. Oscar F. Lawrence, Ill.

N ATHAX 7 ( James 6), h. 2 ::\larch, 1813; m., 1st, Polly Danforth ;
2d, Harriet ~. Huntoon.

Children of Polly :
Albert, b. 13 Aug., 18-!0; d. Dec., 181 -!.
Samlt C., b. 2.5 June. 18-12.
Angelia, b. 22 Sept., 18-!7.
J.lfanetta, b. 27 June, 1831.
KI:JIBALL.
Compiled by John Kimball.

JOSEPH,

1

b. in Exeter in 1-;-28: mowd to CanterbmT in 1193.
Some of his descend an b; settlell in n. He' had seYen
:-;ons and four daughters. Sarah, John~ and Joseph
came to Canterbury the next year. During a seYere
sickness in early life he became blind. He nen·r
lookell upon the town of Canterbury, "·h ere he resided
twenty-one years, and neYer saw six of his children.
H e d. G Nov., 1814:.

JoHx 2 (Joseph 1 ), h. in Exeter, 20 XoY., 1167; m. Sarah, dau. of
Benj. :;\Ioulton, of K ensington, 21 X O"\',, 17~3; mo\ed
to Canterbury 1 I Feb., 1194, and settled on their
h omestead, jnst north of Shaker Yillage. "\Yhere they
resided nearly sixty years. After th e death of his
w·ife, 30 April, 18.3:3, 'he lind "·ith hi::; ::;on until his
death, :?G Feb., 1861. Their children '"ere six sons
and three rlaughters, of whom B e11jamin aml John
settled in B.
JosEPH 2 (Joseph 1 ), h. in Exeter. 23 ::\lay, 111~; moYed to Canterbury, and m. Polly Hall: they settled near the
meeting-house at the centre of the town; their chilclren were four sons and six 1langhters. He d. 19
June, 1863. Jeremiah and lVilliam ~1Ioody settled
in B.
BENJA1nx 3 (J ohn, 2 J oseph 1), b. in Canterbnry, 21 Dec., 1194;
m. Ruth Ames, dan. of DaYid Ames~ ~ Feb., 1820;
mo\ed to B. in the spring of 18~4:, and settled on the
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farm known as the Fro~t place, High st. ; resided
there until :Xov., 1830, "·hen they removed to the
Routh part of the town, no"· Fisherville; tl. 21 July,
183-!. He was an acti,·e and influential business man.
In 1831 he erectcll the dam across the Contoocook
river, and the brick gri~t- and flouring-mill 11ow standing near the stone factory; and afterwards, with his
cousin, \rilliam ]If., carried on the business of manufacturing lumber. He took an active part in all that
was essential to the geneml and religions welfare of
the town. In ~I arch precetling his death he was
elected to represent the tom1 in the legislature, but
his health was so impaired he was nut able to take
his seat.
John. b. 13 April, 182l.
Elizabeth J., b. 12 April, 1825; d. 20 Sept., 18-±0.
Joseph A .. b. 8 Oct., 182G; d. 20 Feb., 1827.
Lucy .A., b. 28 Aug., 18:?9; d. 23 Aug., 1832.
Benjamin A., b. 2~ Aug., 18:3:3.

Jonx 3 (Jolm 2), b. in Canterbury, 31 l\Iay, 1798; m. Sally S.,
dan. of J olm PeYerly, 2-! Oct., 182G; moved to B. the
next day, and settled on the farm known as the Rolfe
place, High st. They resi(le(l there until his death,
:JO Sept., 1820. Their chiltl, Jolm P., b. 23 Dec.,
1821, with his mother, returned to Canterbury soon
after, where they now reside. She afterwards married David :Morrill.
J EREl\:IIAII 3 ( J oseph 2), b. in Canterbury, 30 Nov., 1799 ; educated
at Phillips Exeter Academy; m., 1st, Julia, dan. of
Timothy Gleason, in 182G; 2Ll, Kate, dan. of J\I. N.
Brown, 4 Jan., 18G0. After following the business
of a merchant in Canterbury and Northfield ten years,
he removed to B. in 183G, anti formed a business connection with Luther G. Johnson. They were the first
tradesmen who opened a store for the sale of goods in
the south part of the town. He remained here and
carried on the same business nearly twenty years,
when he remoYed to Concord, where he is an active
business man, at the age of seventy-nine.
\VILLIAl\I

l\[oonY 3 (J oseph 2), h. in Canterbury, 4 Dec., 1809;
moved to B. in 1832, and associated himself in business
\rith his cousin Benjamin; m. Lucy. Jane, clau. of
Ren ben Johnson, 8 Jan., 1833. He has been repeatedly elected to fill \·arions offices in town, for which he
was well qualified. At one time he was owner in the
large and valuable water-power now the basis of the
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flourishing village of Fisherville. In early life he was
s uc ces~fully enga.gecl in lJuilLling mills and machinery
in \rarious parts of the state, for which he and others
of the same family became celebratecl. For a time he
was employed hy one of the large manniacturing companies in the city of Lawrence, l\Iass. They remo,·ed
to :\Iinneapolis in 1851, their present residence. During the war he senetl as 11uartl~rmaster of ~ihley's expedition ngain::ot the Sioux: lm1i:.ws,-a difficult position, requiring great energy aml despatch.
TVillimn S .. b. 31 ~Iarch. 1837.
JI. Eli;;;aueth, b. 28 Dec., 11:)::)8; m. l-Ion. E. M. "'ilson, of Minneapolis, Minn., G St'pt .. 1865.
Hel en, b. 17 Aug., 18-W; d. 27 Dec., 1851.
Eduxml J., b. 20 Nov., 183:2 ; m. Elllily, dan. of\Yinthrop Young,
of :\linneapolis, :Jiinn., 22 Ang., 1877.

J Oic-; 4 (Benjamin 3), b. in Canterbury; moYed to B. ,,·ith his parents in t.llC spring of 1~~-l; m. M::t ria H. Phillips, of
R.npert, Yt., ~1 :\Iay, 18-16.
Clal'a _lfaria , b. 20 l\Iarch. 18±8; m. A. TL Ayres, 4 Jnne, 1873;
chilllren,-Ruth Ames and .Tvltn f{imuall. [See Biog.J
BEXJA?.IIX .Al'IIES 4 (Dcnjamin 3 ), h. in D., 22 Aug., 1803; m. :Jlyra

'Tilton, dau. uf Ira Elliott, 1U Jan., 1861.
[See Biog.J

H enry Ames, b. ID Oct., 186±.

J

OII~

P. 4 (J ohn 3), b. in B.; m. l\Iary Eliza, dau. of Samuel Hill,
3 Jnne, 1852; settletl in Canterbury.

Gem·ge E., b. 23 Sept., 18.)6; d. lG :Jiay, 1863.
F'rlanGk E.,} b. 13 May, 1850.
1 (a .,
Georgiana, b. ID Oct., 18G7.

\VrLLIA.l\1 Sl\IITII 4 (\Villiam :l\1. 3), b. in D.; eclncated in the pub-

lic schools of La,wrence, :Mass., Prof. Hihlreth's academy: Derry, ancl at the Rens:;elaer Polytechnic Institute, Troy, N. Y. ; studied to 1ecome a mechanical
engineer; m. Marion, •htu. of R.ufns Keeler, of Roche:;ter, ~. Y., T Oct., 1858, where he settled. During the
war, 1862 and 1863, was in charge of the U. S. :N a\al
machine shops at Port Royal, S. C. He has become,
by his enterprise, prudence, and industry, one of the
most snccessfnl manufacturers in the city of Rochester.
Charles !Im·old, b. 5 :March, 1861.
1llargaret Keeler, b. 2;} 1\Iarch, 18G4:; d. 25 Aug., 1864.
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Rrcn.Arm/ at the age of thirty-nine, with his wife Ursnl::t, came
to America in the ship "Elizabeth;'' embarketl at Ipswich, 10 April, 1604, ·with Ifenty, H>, Elizabetlt, u:;,
Ric!wtd, 11, Jllary, H, .Jiart!w, 5, John, 0, Thomas,
1. 8ettlecl in "\V atertown, :Mass. ; moYed to Ipswi<.:h,
1607. 'l'hc B. family is descended from
HE~nY, 2

the oh1est chih1, ,YllO lind at Ipswi ch, and had a son,-

RrcnARD,B who was b. at Ipswieh, 1648; mo,·ed to Bradford;
was mw of the first sett1Prs of that town ; m. Sarah
Sheffon1, supposed his second wife, Sept., 168~. He
had a son,-

J OSEPII/ b. 29 Dec.: 1701; m. Abigail Peabody; lived at Bradford.
PETEn, 5 Ca.pt. (.Toseph, 4 Richard, 3 Henry, 2 H.icharcF), b. 1 Sept.,
173D ; m. Elizaheth Thnrston ; r esided a short time
in Hanrhill; moYed to B., 1765. [ See Biog.J
Hannah. h. at liaverhill, 2 Ang., 17G:3.
JiollfJ. b. 30 Ang., 17G5; m. Isaac Chandler; d. 21 Jan., 1847.
Jos eph. b.:!± .Nov., 17G7.
Judi th. b . 2:1 Nov., liU!); cl. 7 Oct., 1800.
Betty . b. ~-! April, 1 ?72; m. Samn el Choate, of B.
Abiah, lJ. 2U J\lay, 177-i; m. Theodore Atkinson; d. July, 185!).
France.~, b.!) Ang., 1776; m. Uev. :Uose::; Sawyer.
Sally, b. 31 D ec., 1778; m. Solomon 1\Iartin.
Priscilla, b. 7 Aug., 1781; m .•Tohn Chandler; d. 1\larch, 1868.
Benjamin TlwJ·ston, b. 4 l\lay, 178-!; d. 2 July, 1852.

J OSEPH 6 (Petm} Capt.), h. 24 Nov., 1767; m., 1st, Ennice Atkinson; 2t1, Polly Fisher, of Newport; moved to Newport ; was one of the 1ea<1ing singers of B. at the beginning of the century; d. at Newport, 1848.
Children of Eunice :
Peter, b. 5 Marc!J, 17!)3; became a minister; preached in the "\Vest;
m. :Mary \Yilcox, of Newport.
B etsey, b. 1 Sept., 17DG; m. Charles Comstock, of Newport.
J.llilton, b. 20 Feb., 179!); mini st er nt Augusta, Ill. ; d. in 1865.
P!tila, b. lG .Jnne. 1801; m. --Blanchard; J. at Rochester, N.Y.,
June, 1877.

Children of Polly:
Jesse TV., b. lG ,June, 1805; m. Emily Cotton, of Claremont; d. at
Galeshnrg, Ill., Aug., lt)77.
Eun ice, b. 2fl Dec., 1807; m. --Griffin, of Galesburg, Ill.
Solon, b. 6 Oct., 1809.
Soplwnia, b. 12 Dec., 1811; d. young.
Lycurgus, b. 1-! April, 181-:1:; became a minister; d. at Galesburg,
Ill.
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T. 6 (Peter/ Capt.), b. 4 :.\farch, 1784; m., 1st, :Mary,
clau. of Den.. Eliphalet Kilburtl'; 2d, Sally, her sister.
[See Biog.J

Abiah, b. 6 Oct., 1ti06; d. 18 Oct., 1823.
RoX!f Ann 1 b. 2~ Dec., 18UD; m. Cnlvin Crane;

lives in Portland.
Dm·id Flanders , b. 2-! Dec., 1811.
Peter, b. 25 l\larch, 1817.
Caroline, b. 30 Oct., 181D; m. l\loses K. Sawyer, who d. in Portland, Jan. , 1875.

Austin George, b. 2-! Feb., 1821.
DAVID

m., 1st, J\hry P., dan. of Enoch Kilbnrn; 2Ll. :Mrs. Emily Burke, dan. of Geo. T. Pillsbnry. [:)ee Biog.J

F. 7 (Benjamin T. 6)

Benjamin Ru:>lt, h. 29 .Jnly, 1838; m. Carrie F. Jackman; lives in

Bloomington, 111.
Ann, b. 2:? Feb., 18-!1.
Peter TV., b. 11 Dec., 1812; cl. 11 .April, 1860.
Lh•onia Coffin, b. 18 Nov., 18!±.
PETEit7

(Benjamin T. 6), b. 25 l\hrch, 1817; m. N n.ncy A. Adams,
of Grafton.

[See Biog. J

]lfary A., b. 6 Jnue, 18.52.
Cyru s A., b. 30 .April, 18.55; d. 20 Ang., 1856.
Carrie A., b. 8 Jan., 1857.
Cyrus A., b. April. 18l31.
George B., b. 28 .Jan., 1865.
Harry C., b. 26 ~Iay, 1872; d. 2G Jan., 1876.
AusTIN GEORGE 7

(Benjamin 7. 6), b. 24 Feb., 1821; m. Ellen, cbu.
of Isaac Hale, of Franklin.
J."'lfary E., b. 8 July, 18-!6; m. Thomas l\1. Lang, of B., 1869.
Ella G., b. 5 Sept., 18-!8; m. George ~lorse, of Fisheryille, 1871.
George E., b. 2G July, 1850; m. Mary E. Nelson, of Fisherville,

1871.
Emma J., b. 28 June, 185!.
HannahS .• b. 12 l\larch, 1858.
Peter TV., b. 20 Dec., 1860.
1Villie II., b. 20 .l\Iarch, 1867.
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LANG.
Compiled by J ohn Kimball.

STEPHE~ 1

resided in Loudon; m. Abign.il, dnu. of Hon. 1\leshech
\Yenre,* of Hnmpton Falls.

SA:\IUEL \VEAim 2 (Stephen 1), b. 26 1\Iay, 1784; settled in East
Concord, nml was employed in the sto re of Stephen
Ambrose till he was twenty-one years old; moved t o
B. in 1805, and associated himself in business with
t.Toel French in the sale of goods, in a building now
standing opposite the meeting-house on the plain; m.
1\Iary~ dan. of .Jonathan Eastman, 8en., of Concord, 9
1\Iay, 1809. H e was frequently elected to fill the various offices in town, nnd held that of town-clerk until
his death, 26 April, 1816.
Esther Jolm8on, b. 12 i\Iay, 1810; m. Robert E. Peeker, 6 :May,
18:32; d. 9 April, 18-!7.
Jonathan Eastman, b. '27 Aug., 1811; m. Sophia 1\I., dan. of Jere-

miah Tilton, 29 Oct., 18:38; u. 17 Oct., 1876.
TVilliam, b. 1 Nov., 1812; d. in infancy .
.1l. lm·y Chandla, b. 27 June, 1816; m. Charles II. Clough, 24: Sept.,
18-!0.

'"' :\Iesh ech " rcare was born in Hampton Fall:>, 16 .June, 1713. "He was an active
lealler of the fri ends of liberty, and his n:1.mc is associated with the most important
trans:1.ctions in New lhmpshire through the whole of the R evolntionnry war and the
perioLl of the formation of the general ::t!Hl state government>~. lJ e h eld almost every
important position in the state, and had maintain eu an untarnish ed r eputation in all.' '
H e was in the public service forty-five years; llied 15 Jan ., 1786.
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LITTLE.
Compiled by Alfred Little.

GEORGE/

a resident of Unicorn st., London, by occupation a
tailor, came to Newbury, l\Iass., in 16-10. He seems
to have been a man of enterprise and good jmlgment,
and soon acquired some of the most productive land
in that town, of which a large part has ever since
been owned and occupied by his lineal descendants.
He also bought land at Saco, 1\Ie., at Stonington and
Quiunebang, Conn.; also in N. H. alHl N. J. The
site of his last house, built in 167!) or 1680, is now
marked by the resitlence of Dea. Joseph Little, at
Newbury. He was a Christian man and good citizen;
d. between 15 March, 1603, antl 27 Nov., 1694; m.,
1st, Alice Poore, of Newbury. She, at the age of 20,
with her brotlH•rs Samuel antl Dnniel, cnme to thnt
place with l\Ir. Stephen Dummer, on his second voynge to N. E., in the "Bevis," Capt. Robert Hatten,
which sniled from Southnmpton, Enghml, l\by, 1()38.
She d. 1 Dec., 1680, ngecl 62. He m., :?tl, Elennor,
wi<low of Thomas Barnard, of Amesbury, l\hss., 19
July, 1681, who d. 27 Nov., 160-!.

Children of Alice :
Sarah, b. 8 May, lfi52; d. 19 Nov., same year.
Joseph, Capt., b. 22 Sept., 16.58; d. 6 Sept., 17±0; m. l\lary, dan.
of Tristram Coffin, Esq., of Newbury, l\lass., :31 Oct.,
1677.
John, b. 28 July, 16;35; d. 20 July, 1672 .
.Jl[oses, b. 11 March, 1G57; d. 8 .l\Iarch, 1691.
Sarah, b. 2± Nov., 1G61; m. Joseph Ilsley of Newbury, 3 ~Iarch,
1682.

J\losEs 2 (George 1) lived on the l10mestead nt Newbury. His estnte was returned to probate court, 3 Nov., 1691, as
amounting to £1065.6; m. Lydia, cbu. of Tristram
Coffin, Esq., of Newbury.
John, b. 8 .Jan., 1680; d. 25 l\Iarch, 1753.
Tristram, b. 9 Dec., 1681; d. 11 Nov., 1765.
Sarah, b.28April, 1684:; d. 10 Dec., 1710; m. Thomas Pike, 3
Jan.,1710.
Jl,fary, b. 13 Jan., 1686; m. Col. Joseph Gerrish, of Newbury; date
of marriage publishment, 26 Feb., 1703-4:.
Elizabeth, b. 25 1\Iay, 1688; d. 17 l\larch, 1710; m. Anthony l\lorse,
21 Jan., 1718.
Jl,foses, b. 26 Feb., 1601; d. 17 Oct., 1780; m. Sarah Jaques, 12
Feb., 17Hi.
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TRISTRA:tu 8 (1foses, 2 Ge01·ge 1) was a fa.rmer. 'rhe house which
he erectetl on the paternal estate still stands, and is
now the residenc e of \Villiam J_,ittle, Esq., town-clerk
of N ewbnry; m. Sarah, clan. of Henry Dole, of NewlJnry, l\lass., 30 Od., 1107, who was b. 12 Feb., 1689.
Samlt, b. G Aug., 1708; m. James Noyes, 30 1\Iay, 172D; lived in
Atkinson.
Ilenry, b. 31 Dec., 1710; m. Lydia Little, 7 Dec., 1738; d. Dec.,
178G.
Samuel, b. IS Feb., 1713; d. 2D Sept., 1792; m. Dorothy Noyes,
18 Feb., 17:3(); lived in Atkim;on .
.. lpphia, baptized 1715; (1. 15 Feb., 1743.
Jane b. G .Tnne, 1718; m. Edmnnd Knight, 23 ::\lay, 1741.
Eli::abetll, b. 211 Nov., 1720; d. 15 April, 1818; m. Humphrey
Noyes, 22 Nov., 17-!3; lived in Atkinson .
.1Yathaniel,
.
b. 2! l\lay, 1723; d. before Louisburg, C. B., 13 Nov.,
1745.
fliclwrd, b. 6 .Tune, 1725; d. 13 Feb., 180G; m. Jane Noyes, 17
Sept., 1754.
Enoch, b. 211\lay, 1728; d. at B., 21 Oct., 1816 .
.1l fary, b. 4 Feb., 1731; d. yonng.
Joltn, b. 14 .July. 17:3.5; d. 2;) Aug., 1800; m. Hannah Noyes, 27
Oct., 17G7.*

ExocH 4 (Tristrmn, 3 l\Ioses,2 George 1) lived near the "Upper
Green," at N ewbnry, 1\[ass., where his first seven
children were horn ; removed to Hampstead in April,
176G, aJl(l to B. in April, 1774. At the age of 11
years, while listening to the preaching of \Vhitefield
in Newbur.vport, he became a Christian, and united
with the Old Sonth chnrch in that place, 7 Ang., 1773,
while living at Hampstead. After his removal to B.,
until enfeebled by age, he went to Newburyport every
year (over 60 miles) to he present at the August communion. H e m., 1st, Sarah Pettengill, of N ewbnry,
1\Iass., 19 Feb., 1755, who was h. 6 Sept., 1731,
and d. 10 }\[arch, 1758 ; 2d, Hannah Ho,'ey, of Newbury, 1\lass., 5 Jnne, 1759, who was b. 27 Feb., 173J,
and d. 15 1\Iarch, 1801. [See Biog. J
Children of Sarah :
Frienrl, b. 19 Jan., 1756; d. 19 Nov., 183G.
b. 1D Sept., 1757; d. 25 .July, 1807; m. David Burbank, of
B., 20 April, 1778.

~lllary,

Children of Hannah:
BenJamin, b. 13 April, 1760; d. 30 Aug., 18-!G.
Joseph, b. 30 J\Iay, 1761; d. 26 l\larch, 1843.
• In giving the families of GEORGE,l ~lOSES, 2 and TRISTR.UI,3 the compiler is
greatly inclehted to the "Genealogy of tlle Little Ft\mily," by Ueorge T. Little, published in 187'i.
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Enoch, b. 17 Jan., 1763; d. 311\Iarch, 18±8.
Ilannah, b. 3 Sept., 1764; d. 17 Oct., 1/64.
Noah, b. 1 Nov., 17G5; d. in Cass county, l\Iich., U Aug., 1837.
Jesse, b. 30 Jnly, 17G7: d. 10 Aug., 18-lO.
Phebe, b. 10 Feb., 17G9: d. 7 June, 17G9.
Samh Jlsley, b. 20 April, 1770; d. 10 Dec., 18!3G; m. ::\Ioses Gerrish, of B.
John JI., b. 12 1\larch, 1772; d. 29 Aug., 1773.
Hannah, b.10 April, 1775; d. 4 Nov.,1811; m. t.loseR Coffin, of B.,
25 Dec., 1792, who was b. at Newbury, ~lass., D Sept.,
1707, and d. at Salisbury, 3 Feb., 1840.

FRIE.ND 5 (Enoch/ Tristram 3) li,·ed on Little hill, then at Dashan,
in B. ; a soldier of the Revolution ; 'ms at the battle
of Bennington ; hronght the first apple-trees to Little
hill; m. J\hry Couch, G Feb., 1781.
Samuel, b. 7 Dec., 1781; d. 24 Ang., 1840.
1lfoses, b . .') Nov., 1783: d. 5 June, 1871.
Sally, b. 12 Sept., 1785; d. 4 Aug., 18G9; m. \Ym. Couch, of Hopkinton, 12 l\lay, 1836.
Joseph, b. 1 Aug., 1787; 1l. 28 Oct., 18-!7.
Judith, b. 4 April, 1780; d. 29 April, 1s;)s; m. Stephen Sweatt, of
B., 1 l\Iarch, ISH, who d. at Pittsfield, 11 Dec., 1851.
_Uary, b. 1!) Sept., 1791; d. 2G Kov., 1~GD.
!Iannah, b. 24 April, 1708; m. Asa Kimball, of Hopkinton, 30
Dec .. 1819.

Capt. (Enoch, 4 Tristram 3), lived on the homestead;
at the age of 11 mts a sohlier in the l1attle of Bennington He was a man of sound judgment, and .possessed in a high degree tbe confidence of his fellowcitizens, being chosen selectman eight year::;, and
repre~entative four years; was the ii.fth man in to'iYll
to receive a magistrate's commission. l\larried, 1st,
Rhoda Bartlett, of \Varner, 2.3 Nov., 1790, who was
h. 13 April, 11GS, and d. 27 Aug., 1814. She was
niece of Dr. ,Josiah Bartlett, of Kingston, a signer of
the Declaration of Independence, and first governor
of N. H. nnder its free constitution. l\Iarricd, 2d,
Persis Herbert, of Concord, 5 l\Iarch, 1816.

BENJAl\IIN/

Children of llhoda :
Richanl, b. 27 N'ov .. 1701; d. 20 Oct., 1840.
John, b. 30 June, 1794; d. 17 .Jan., 1707.
Simeon Bartlett, b. 1G Dec., 17D7; d. 29 Dec., 1874.
Rhoda, b. 14 April, 1801; d. at Windham, 15 Aug., 1852; m. Rev.
Calvin Cntler, 3 June, 182:1:, who was a beloved pastor of
the PreRbyterian church at 'Vindham for many years.
Carrol Cutler, president of ·western Heserve college, is
their son.
Charles JierbeTt, Uev., b. 5 Dec., 1804; d. 1 Jan., 1836. [See
Biog.J
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Lient. (Enoch/ Tristram 3), lived on Little hill; was a
soldier of the Re,·olntion; enlistetl on his seventeenth
birthday in Capt. Spurr's company, CoL Nixon's regiment, l\Iass. Line; served nine months; also two
other termR of two months each; was with \Vashington at \Vhite Plains; was stationed at \Vest Point at
the time of Arnold's treason, and saw Andre led to
execution. l\Iarried Anna, (lau. of Rev. llobie and
Elizabeth Morrill, of B., 30 Nov., 1784, who was b. 20
Oct., 1763, awl tl. 17 Nov., 183U.

Eliza, b. 7 April, 1787; d. 17 Feb., 1835.
Phebe, b. 26 Jan.,178!.l; d. 8 Dec., 1850, at Rochester,?'\. Y.
Jane, b. 23 Aug., 1701; d. 21 Feb., 1836, at .Jerseyville, Ill. ; m.
llev. Amos r. Brown, of Campton, 11 Feb., 1817, who was
afterwards missionary in the 'Vest for many years, aud d.
at TI.nshville, 111.. 16 April, 1859, aged 67.
Jaemiah, b. 1 Sept., 17():1:; d. 5 April, ] 8;):3, at Rochester. N. Y.
Sm·alt, b. 18 April, 1800; d. 30 Sept., 1856, at Rochester, N. Y.
Caroline, b. 8 .Tune, 1803; resides with her nephew, Rev. John 1\l.
Drown, at Ilighland, Doniphan county, Kansas.

Exocn, 5 Dea. (Enoch, 4 'l'ristram 3), lind on Little hill; m. Polly,
dan. of Capt. James Noyes, of Atkinson, 30 Nov.,
1100, who was b. 15 l\Iarch, 1771, and a. 11 July,
1833. [See Biog.J
Ilenry, b. 1 .Tan., 1702; d. 2() ~\pril, 1838, at Peoria, Ill.
Jane, b. ] Jnne, 1706; d. 27 Oct., 17!.l6.
Polly, b. 11 Nov., 1707; <1. 3 Feb., 18~0.
Jane, b. 2 Feb., 1800; d. D April, 1877; m. Dca. Jeremiah Gerrish,
of n., 8 I\Iarch, 1821.
Enoch, b. 8 Nov., 1802; d. 13 Oct., 1875.
James, b. 3 Aug., 180-1:; d. 8 Sept., 1836; m. Mary Gerrish, of B.,
15 Dec., 1829; removed to New Buffalo, :Mich., in1835.

:X o.\.H 5 (Enoch/ Tristr:un 3) li1·ed in B. for a time, then at the
'· Gore," in \Yarner; was a man of observation and
intelligence; travelled extensin'l.Y through various
states of the Union; m . ..Ascenath Elliot, of B., who
d. 8 June, 1808, agetl ~11.
John, b. in B. l!.l ::\!arch, 1788; d. 11 Sept., 18:3~.
Elsey, b.!) Oct.,l78D; m. Samuel -Wells, of \\'aruer; lived there,
also at Lisbon·, where she (l. about 18:}0.
Silas, b. 2!) Jan., 17!)1; settled at Cleveland, 0.; d. 22 l\Iay, 1821;
m. Adelia Doan, "·ho Ll. in 18:20; had four children, who
cl. young.
Enoclt, b. ] 1 Sept., 17DG; d. about 182:1:; was a hatter; removed
to the state of N. Y.; m. and had one child, who d. in
infancy.
Laura, b. :!3 June, 1709; d. 25 Aug., 1838.
David, b. 11 Oct., 1801; d. 13 l\lay, 1875, in Adams county, Iowa.
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Hannah Lucia, b. 23 Aug., 1803; d. 1 1\Iarch, 18-!G; m .•Joseph
Story, G April, 182G; lived at Bashan.
Harriet, b. 25 I\lay, 1806; m. llichard 'Vebber, of B., 24 Nov.,
1820; who d. 111\Iarch, 1835, aged 30.

JESSE 5 (Enocl1, 4 Tristntm 3) built and resi<led in the house on Little hill now owned by Hiram Clifford; was a consistent Christian and good citizen, beloved and respected
by all; was a good thinker, and his mind ·was a storebouse of useful aud entertaining information. He m.
1\:fartha, dau. of Col. Henry Gerrish, of B., who was b.
1J l\Iay, 177'7, and d. at New Buffalo, 1\lich., 28
Aug., 1855.
Jacob, b. 11\Iay, 170.5; d. at 'VaLash, Iud., 17 Dec., 187G.
John, b. 25 Nov., 1706; u. 15 Feb., 182().
Susan, b. 23 l\brch, 1798; m., ht, Henry Little, of B.. 7 Dec ..
1815; 2d, Dea. Timothy l\I. Rose, of (~ran ville, 0., 28
April, 1858.
Henry, b. 20 l\Iarch, 1800.
Thomas, b. 2 .Jan., 1802; d. at West Creek, Ind., 19 Aug., 1877 .
.1llartha, b. 2 June, 1503; m. Dea. Joseph Pillsbury, of B., 10 1\Iay,
1825.
Leavitt C., b. 2-! Feb., 1805; d. at Buffalo, N. Y., 20 :March, 185-!.
Infant son, b. 1:3 and tl. 1.5 :\larch, 1807.
Emma, b. L1l\Iay, 1808; d. in Belpre, 0., 11 Aug., 1830; m. Addison Kingsblll'y, D. D., of North Coventry, Ct., 27 April,
1830.
Sarah G., b. 7 Aug., 1810; m. Rev. Henrey 0. Higley, of Castleton, Vt., :!D Sept., 1829, who was b. 1-! .Tuly, 1801, and
d. 4 April, 1878. Prof. E. H. Higley, of 1\Iiddlebury college, is their son.

SAMUEL 6 (Frienc1,5 Enoch 4) was a surveyor; justice of the peace;
suceeeded Dea. Enoch Little, Sen., as chorister, and
led the choir at \Yest B. 20 years; m. Sally Conch, of
B., 2~1 June, 1811, who d. 7 June, 18u2.
Hiram C., b. 10 Feb., 181:3; d. ±Dec., 18G9.
Rhoda B., b. 1G Jnly, 1815; J. 21 July, 1822.
Samuel, b. 20' 1\ov., 1817.
:iarah P., b. 2 Juue, 1820; m .•Jonathan K. Pillsbury, 21 Nov.,
1850.
Joseph C., b. 21 April. 1822; d. 29 Dec .. 18:10.
~Mary, b. 8 Aug., 182G; d. 21 June, 18:j:3; m. Albe Cady Swe~tt,
of D., 17 May, 18-!9.
Enoch C., b. lG July, 18:?0; d. in San Francisco, Cal., 16 Jan.,
1870.

l\IosEs 6 (Friend,S Enoch 4) was a farmer; resided for a time at B.,
and d. there ; m. Sa11y Ca11, of \Y arner, 15 Jan., 1818,
who was b. 24 July, 178'7, and d. 28 Sept., 18GG .
.1lfary C., b. at B., 9 Dec. , 1819; d. 3 Oct., 1851; m. Capt. Hiram
Scribner, of Salisbury, 14 Nov., 1819.
~Moses C., b. 11 June, 182-!.
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(Friend, 5 Enoch 4) li vccl on the homestead at Basl1an ;
was a farmer ; m. Sarah Burns Sea vy, of l\Iilford (a
second cousin of Robert Burns, the Scotti~h poet), 12
l\Iarch, 1812, who was b. 28 Jan., 1786, and d. 22
June, 1869.

Adaline T., b. 1D Jan., 1813; m. William Trussell, of B., '27 June,

1850.
Jllar.1f B., b. G and d. 2:3 Feb., 181±.
Joshua P., b. 31 l\lay, 1815; d. 10 April, 1818 .
.Joshua P., b. 23 .June, 181!); d. '20 Nov., 18.50.
Charles D., b. 26 June, 18~2.

RrciiARD, 6 Capt. (Benjamin,S Capt., Enoch 4), resided on Little
hill; an officer in the wa,r of 1812; was st::ttionecl a,t
Portsmouth in 181"1. He was a, m::tn of few ·words,
but of clear thoughts a,ncl d ecided convi ctions; was a
faithful friend, a va]ua,ble citizen, a,nd a, consistent
Chri~tian ma,n. l\farried, 1st, Priscilla Plumer, of B.,
7 Dec., 1815; 2c1, l\Iary C. Pillsbury, of B., 22 l\Iay,
1~27.

Children of Priscilla:
l?ltoda D., b.!) Dec., 1816; m. Rev. John Gerrish, of St. Armand,
L. C., H Jan., 18:37.
Bitfield Plumer, b. 1.5 Aug., 1818; d. at Brandy Camp, Elk county,
Pa., 2 l\Iay, 186H .
Ephraim, b. H April, 1820; lived on Pleasant st. ; present residence near the Blackwater, on the farm formerly owned
by Nathan Pearson, in \Yebster; m. Jane Grey, youngest
dan. of Col. ,John Farmer, of B., 22 Dec., 18±7, who was
b. 7 June, 1828, and d. 27 June, 18G7.
Lurana C., b. 30 ,Tune, 182:2; d. 15 Nov., 1843.
Charles, b. 13 Jan., 1825; d. D Oct., 1835.
Children of l\Iary:
Calvin, b. 20 Feb., 1828; resides on the homestead. Though only
12 years of age at hi s father's decease, after the first year
he took charge of the farm and managed it with success,
greatly a~sisti11g his younger brothers and sisters in acqniring an education, and getting a start in life.
LPvi, b. 18 July, 1830.
Ilorace, b. 17 Sept. , 1832.
Emily, b. 10 Jan., 183;); d. 3 Dec., 18-!7.
Charfes, b. H Feb., 18:37; d. lG Nov., 18GD; was a physician at
Acton, Mass., an<l there m. H elen E., dan. of Harris Cowdrey, l\I. n., 11 ,June, 18GG. [See Biog.J
Priscilla, b. 30 Jan., 1839; graJ. at l\It. Holyoke Sem.; has been a
successful teacher in N. E. and Pa.
Snmo~ D., 6 Esq. (Benjmnin, 5 C::tpt., Enoch 4), lived on the home-

stead, then on Corser hill, in \V ebster; m., 1 st, Harriet Boyd, of Antrim, 16 Sept., 1824, who was b. 17
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Sept., 1798, and d. 3 Oet., 1850; 2d, Phebe Kilburn,
of B., 20 Oct., 1851. [See Biog.J
Children of Harriet:
George, b. 23 Aug., 182.'5.
b. 30 Dec., 1820; d. 31 Oct., 1835.
JYarcissa, b. 25 Dec., 1831; d. 8 Feb., 1832.
Eveline, b. 13 Dec., 1832.
Shennan, b. 6 Feb., 1835.
Alice~

i~~j:~;,'} b.24l\Iay,1837; ~d. 10 July~ 1858.
J EREl\II.A.H 6 ( J osepb, 5 Lieut., Enoch 4) li \eel in B. ; was a merchant
on Corser hill for several years ; removed to Rochester, N. Y., in Sept., 1830; m. Elizabeth, clan. of Capt.
J oshna Pillsbury, of B., 5 l\Iarcb, 1816.
Joshua P., b. 10 Nov., 1817; d. 5 Feb., 18-!0; learned the printers'
trade in Concord, and worked as journeyman in the Statesman office.

HmntY 6 (Enoch, 5 Dea., Enoch 4) resided on the farm now owned
by Capt. 'Yilliam D. George; built the house afterwards occupied by Enoch Kilbnrn and John Shaw,
which was burned 10 N OY., 1856; was a farmer, surYeyor; and owned the saw-mill situated on the Knight
meadow brook; was a school-teacher for seYeral years,
before and after marriage, in Yarious to·wns in N. H.
and :lliass.; excelled as a player on the bass-Yiol; 'ras
the first president of the Martin Luther :lliusical Society, and its secretary for many years ; removed 'Vest
in Sept., 1835, and settled in Peoria, Ill., :May, 1836;
was a genial, kind, and Christian gentleman; m. Susan, dan. of Jesse Little, of B., 7 Dec., 1815.
Albert Gerrish, b. 27 Sept., 1817.
Polly, b. 7 l\Iay, 1820; d. G l\Iarch, 1821.
Alfred, b. 3 .June, 1823. [See Biog.J
Emma Kingsbury, b. 27 Sept., 18:30; grad. at Grandlle Female
college, 0., in 18±8 ; a faithful and successful music
teacher; m. Rev. Joseph Little (son of Jacob Little, D. D.)
15 Aug., 185:1:.

ENOCH, 6 Dea. (Enocb, 5 Dea., Enoch 4), liYed on the homestead;
m. Apphia C., clan. of Lieut. Thomas Coffin, of B., 18
NoY., 1820. [See Biog.J
JJ[ary Frances, b. 28 .Jan., 1831; d. 15 June, 18:1:0.
Ellen, b. 27 Feb., 1803; d. 5 Oct., 1870: m. Dea. Francis B. Sawyer, of Salisbury, 11 Sept., 1851, who was b. 14 April,
1823.
Ilenry Lyman, b. 28 March, 1835; d. 26 :\larch, 1836.
Louisa, b. 1 Dec .. 1836 ; d. 19 April, 1866; m. Geo. Little, of B .,
2D Nov., 1855.
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OHN 6

(Noah, 5 Enoch 4) settled in Sanbornton; lived afterwards
at Plymouth and l\leredith; m. Nancy Hoit, of Sanbornton, >vho was b. 13 1\Iay, 1797 .
.1.llary A. II., b. 5 March, 1815; m. Ituel \Vest, of Concord, DMarch,

185±.
John E., b. 11 l\Ia.rch, 1817.
Henry, b. 28 April, 1819.
Ilan·iet TV., b. lG April, 1822; d. 21 l\larch, 18±1.
.iYoalt, b. 31 l\lay, 18::!4..
Jllartha J., b. 20 .Tnly, 18:?7; d. 22 July, 1829.
George TV., b. 24. Feb., 18:JO.

(:Noah, 5 Enoch 4) li\·ed in Cleveland, 0., then in Cass county, .l\Iich ; removed thence to Minn., n ear Blue Earth
City; m . .1\fary Hulbert, of Granvill e, 0., 2 Aug.,
1825, who was L. in Yt., 1.3 Sept., 1801, and d. in
.1\finn., 25 .Aug., 18GG.
James, b. D Oct., 18::!G [1827 ?] ; m. Hnth Pitts, of Elkhart, Ind.;

DAVID 6

reside;; in Adams county, Iowa.
Alonzo G., b. 20 .i\Iarch, l 8::!9.
Infant son., b. and d. in 1831.
Eliza, b. 12 S2pt., 183:2; m. Thomas Fitzgerald, ll Sept., 1856;
residence Jwar Avonrlale, Adan1s county, Iowa.
Ilarriet, b: ~Oct .. 18:3;) [1830?]; d. 1 April, 1857; m. James Dobson, 2 Feb., 1854 .
.Adaline, b. 30 .Tun e, 1838; m .•Tames Dobson,4 Dec., 18.J9 [1800?];
resides at Winnebago City, l\linn.

(.Jesse, 5 Enoch 4 ) was pastor at Granvill e, Ohio, 37
years; m., 1st, Lncy, clan. of Capt. ~r oseph Gerrish, of
Canterbury, 1 Jnne, 1826; 2d, Ann D., clan. of Ron.
1'. l\I. Thompson, of GranYille, 0., 23 :Jhrch, 1836.
[See Biog.J
Children of Lncy :
Joseph, Hev., b. 4. Nov., 1828; resides at Hanging Rock, 0.; grad.
at \\r estern Iteserve college in 18&:!; m. Emma K. Little,

JAcon, 6

D. D.

at Liverpool, lll., 1:) Aug., 185:1:; grad. at Lane Theological Sem in ary, 10 1\Iay, 1860; was licensed to preach 13
.Tune, 1t:iGO, at Granville, 0. He enga~ed iu the Home
l\Iissionary and Sabbath-school work, :\larch, 1861, in the
furnace regions of Lawrence co unty, 0.; entcrt>d the
Union army 1!) Nov., 18G::?, as chaplain of 5th Va. Vol.
Infantry; sub sequently of ht \\'t•st Ya. ·Vol. Yeterans,
and conti11ned to the close of tl1 e war in that capacity, till
his regiment was di scharged at \\·heeling, W. Ya. In
caring for the wounded and thirsty soldiers on the battlefield, in holding meetings and schools for them in camp,
or in leading them in song with voice and melodeon, he
proved him>;plf to be a faithful ancl efficient chaplain.
Alfi·ed, b. 3 Sept., 18:31: d. near North Berne, Fairfielu connty,
0., 2:1: 1\Iay, 18G5.
George, b. 8 Oct., 1833; d. 22 Sept., 183:1:.
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Children of Ann:
Lucy A., b. '27 Oct., 1837; d. 8 Sept., 1838.
Georqe A., b. 6 March, 1839.
TVilliam T., b. '27 Dec., 18-!0; d. !) Oct., 18;j6.
Lucy, b. '29 Jan., 184:3; Q'rad. at Granville Female college, in
1862; m .•Tames II., son of Ron. William 'Yilliams, of
'Varsaw, Ind., '2± Dec., 1865; resides at 1Yashington,

D. C.
Infant son, b. '21 and d. '28 Nov., 184±.
Charles, Rev., b. 1 Dec., 18-±5; grad. at 1\Iarietta college, 26 ,Tunc>,
1867; taught in pn hlic school" of that place two years; gracl.
at Lane Theo. Sem. !) 1\Iny, 187'2; licensed by Athens
Presbytery, July, 1871; ordained by l\luncie Presbytery, 10
.April, 1873, and installed same year over the Presbyterian chmch in 'Vabash, Ind., of which he is now pastor 1
m. l\Iyra l\I. Rice. '2 Srpt., 1873, who d. 4 June, 1874.
illartha E., b. 23 Aug., 18-±9; d. :20 Dec., 1854.

J OHN 6 (Jesse, 5 EnocJrl) was a clothier; Jiyed in Rristo1; m.
1\Iiriam LoYejoy, of Conconl, 10 Sept., 182±, who cl.
8 Dec., 18G.3, aged G1.
John A .. b. '21 1\Iay, 1826; d. 31 Aug., 18±0.
Emma A., b. 5 .Tune, 18:28; m . .Tohn L. Challis, of 1\Ianchester, '27
Oct., 185:2; reside:; in Chicago.
1-IEXRY, 6 D. D.

(J esse, 5

l~noch 4 ),

is superintemlent of missions for
the state of Incliana; resi(les in J\Iadison; m., 10 Sept.,
1831, Snsan Norton Smith, of Hatfie1cl, l\hss., '"ho
was b. 22 ~lay, 1810. [See Biog.J

Sarah J.ll., b. 19 April, 18:1:J.
Jos eph B., b. '25 Oct., 18:~5.
Henry S., b. '28 ::\Iarch. 18:37.
George 0 ., b. 2 ::\lay, 1839.
J.llary E., b. 6 Oct., 184:1; grar1. at the "~estern Female Seminary,
Oxford, 0., July, 1863; m ••Joseph E., f'On of Leverett
Griggs, n. D., of Bristol, Ct., 3 .Tan., 1867.
Cornelia, b. 10 .Tan., 18±±; gra<l. at the 'Vestern Female Seminary,
Oxford, 0., .July, 18G:2; m. Rev. Leverett S .. son of Leverett Griggs, n. D., of Bristol, Ct., 13 July, 186±; resides
in Terryville, Ct.
Elizabeth F., b. '2 .Tune, 18±G.
Charles H., b. 20 Sept., 18±8.

Capt. (Jesse, 5 Enoch 4), 1iYed on the homesteall; remoYecl to \Vest Creek, Lake county, Ind., in 1855; m.
J\1yra, dan. of Capt. Joseph Ames, of B., 2 June: 1829,
who d. 17 June, 18G9. [See Biog.J
Joseph A .. b. '24: l\Iay, 1830.
Sarah II., b. 20 Aug., 1833; d.]!) Feb., 1874:.

THOl\IAs, 6

Lucy J., b. 30 .1\Iarch, !837; m. Thomas H. Donham, of Elizabethtown, 0., 2 Aug., 18GO.
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C., 6 Col. (.J esse,S Enoch 4), first commenced business ·w ith
l>hilip H. \Vebster, in a store at Danbury; afterwards
established himself at Cincinnati, and was engaged for
seYeml years in selling patent .scales in Ohio, Ind.,
and Ky. In 1837 he remoYell to Pa., and became resilient agent of the U. S. Lmul Co., of Boston, for a
large tra.ct of la.nd situated in 1\IcKean and Elk counties, remaining in that position through life. The
village of Bradford, in ·which he bnilt the first house,
has recently become one of the principal oil cities of
I>a. Col. L. took a prominent part in organizing the
McKean Connty Agricultural Society, and was its
first president. Foremost in e\·ery gooJ. wonl ancl
work, in the church, SaLbath-school, and as a citizen,
he will long l)e remembered \vith gratitude aml affection. He m. Lucy Jane, widow of Philip II. \Vebster, anclllan. of Col. Timothy Dix, of B., 30 June,
1837.

Ellen, b. G l\Ia.y, 1838; m. Emmett 1\lix, of Columbus, 0., D ~Iarch,
1865.
John S., b. 20 Dec., 1830.
Susan, b. 15 Ang., 18±1; m. Rev. Chas. ,V, "'allace, of Jacksontown, 0., 23 Dec., 1SG:3; resides in Monroeville, 0.
Sarah G .. b. 22 Flept., 18-±3; m. H.obert Davis, ofl\Iabomet, Ill., H
Sept., 1876.
HIRAM

C.7 (Smnnel, 6 FriewP) linll in \VeLster; m. there N[tncy
A. Kilborn, 20 No,·., 185G.

H£rmn P., d. G Dec., 1861. aged 4:.
Joseph A., b. 15 Sept., 1858.
JIIary E., b. lll\lay, 1860.

S.tDIUEL 7 (Samnel, 6 Friend5) is [t fm·mer; resides in \Vebster; m.
Jane S., wiclo\Y of Lewis Sturtevm1t, 8 April, 1859.
John F., b. 2G July, 1860.

ExocH C. 7 (Samuel, 6 Friel1lP) liYell at Fisherville; removed to
Califomi[t, Oct., 1867; m., 1st, :l\Iartha .J. Sargent, of
Hopkinton, 24 Nov.~ 1853, who cl. 14 1\Iay, 1863; 2d,
13etsey .J. ~Taclnnm1, of Fmnklin, NoY., 1864, ·who d.
in San Francisco.
Children of l\hrtha :
Alta .1lfaria, b. 17 March, 1855 ; d. 20 Jnne, 18GO.
Addie J.lf., b. 12 Oct., 185G; resides in Franklin.
Helen E., b. 14 Sept., 1850; resides in Franklin.

Child of Betsey:
:.Mabel, b. 3 l\Iay, 180!); d. 17 Jan., 1870.
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::l\IosEs C. 7 (:J\Ioses, 6 FriemP) resides in Louisiana, Pike county,
1\Io. ; received an ::tcademic education. In the ::tutnmn
of 18±±, he commenced work in the engineering department on the N. R. R., remaining there till its
cornpletion; was next employed in :1 survey of the
Vt. Central R. R. ; went to J\Io., J\Iarch, 1850, and
commenced engineering for the county of St. Louis,
having charge of the new system of roads (plank and
J\Iacaclam), continuing these improvements until 1858.
In 1860 he accepted :1 position in the city engineer's
office of St. Louis ; was superintendent of special
work in the sewerage clep::trtment, and built the largest
sewer in the U. S ; remained in this position 7 ye::trs,
and then received the appointment of road commi::;sioner for Pike county, I\Io. From 1860 to 1873 be
was chief engineer of the Louisiana & ::l\Iissouri River
R. R. ; constructed 100 miles of the most difficult portion of the road, including one crossing of the ~Iis
sonri river; w::ts ::tlso employed in other railroad "·ork.
Subsequently be was engaged in making plans and
specific::ttions, ::tnd doing contract work, on dminage
and rese1Toirs for the St::tte Lunatic Asylmn ::tt :F'ulton, :Mo. Hem. JuliaN. Southard, of St. Louis; :Mo.,
1± April, 1858.
TVillie .Llf. C., b. 2 1\lay, 1850; d. 27 Sept .. 1850.
J.1fw·!J J., b. 17 Aug., 1862; d. 1D April, 1865.
Annie, b. 20 Jan., 187±.

CHARLES B. 7 (J oseph, 6 FriencP) lives on the homestead in \Yehster; m., 1st, Susan J. Smith, of B., 23 :1\Iay, 1850,
who cl. 17 ~larch, 18G3: 2d, Emeline B. Harvey, of
Hopkinton, 6 April, 186±.
Children of Susan:
Caleb P .. b. 1-± April, 1851.
Adaline T., b. 2G .March. 185:3.
Gem·ge B., b. U ,June, 1855.
Charles E., b. 10 June, 1858.

Child of Emeline:
Emma J., b. 8 1\Iarch, 18GG.

BITFIELD PLUJHER7 (R.icban1, 6 Capt., Benjamin, 5 Capt.) went to
P::t. in 18±0 as a sunreyor, and settled ::tt Brancl~T
Camp, Elk county; was afterwards land agent, anJ
extensiYely engaged in the lumber business ; m.
Lydia A. :1\Ianson, of St. Armand, L. C., 4 Aug., 185±,
who was b. 30 J\brch, 1825.
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Francis, b. 3 Sept., 18.5!"i;} at present date (1878), students in
Elwin, b. 18 ::\lay, 18;")!);
'Yestcrn Reserve college.
Heber, b. 20 Sept., 18Gl.

J.. En, 7 HeY. (Richnrc1, 6 Capt., Benjamin, 5 Cnpt.), resides nt \Vnquoit, J\bss. ; gracl. nt Dm-tmouth college in 1854,
aml nt Andover Thenlogical Seminary in 1857; wns
licensed to prench, hy the Hopkinton Association, in
April, 185G; m. Snsan A. Dourne, of Falmouth, l\bss.,
5 J nn., 18GO.
EichanZ. H., b. 2~ Dec., 1860.
Andrew F., b. 7 Nov., 18G~.
Dnra, h. 13 Oct .. 1864; tl. 20 June, 1869.
E'dtcanl A., h. 15 Nov., 18G6.
Cl11crles, b. 30 Nov., 1860.
Edith Jll., b. 3 .Jan., 187:3.
Ellen P., b. 3 Feb., 1875.

HonACE7 (Riclmrc1, 6 Capt., Benjamin, 5 Cnpt.) resides in Ridgeway, Pa.; rn. Lucy A. Taylor, of Fox township, Elk
eounty, Pa., 30 l\f::ty, 1857. [See Biog.J
Arthur B .. b. :.?2 l\farch. 18.58 .
.1.l!ary .~.li., b. 15 :fllarch, 18Gl.
Ilelen, b. 25 Sept., 18G:J.
B enjamin P., b. 2 May, 1868.
Louise Y., b. 3 Aug., 1873.
GEOlWE;

(Simeon B., 6 B cnjamin, 5 Capt,) is a merchnnt on
Corser hill, \Y ebster, in the store so long occupied
hy Hezekinh Fellows, Esrj.; m., 1st, Lonisa, tln.n.
of Dea. Enoch Little, of \Yebster, 29 Nov., 1855;
2tl, Sarah J., dnn. of Dea.. Jeremiah Gerrish, 19 Nov.,
18G7; 3d, Lucy A. Snwyer, of SnlisLury, 15 Oct.,

18i3.
. Chilllren of Lonisn :
H enry L., b. D Aug., 1857.
Luth er B., b. 7 July, 185!) .
.~.llary

Alice, b. 21 l\Iay, 1861.
Charles II., b. 10 Oct., 18G-1; d. 8 May, 18G5.

SnEIU\L\.~ 7

(Simeon B., 6 Benjamin, 5 Capt.) remains on the homestead ; is a business man and intlnentinl citizen;
m. 1\Iary A., cbu. of Dea. Elcbcl Austin, of \Yebster,
8 Sept., 1850.
Harriet B., b. 30 Sept., 18GO.
Arthur C., b. 22 April, 1862.
Ellen A., b. 19 Aug., 18G:3.
Jliym .A., b. H June, 1SG5.
John E., b. 2 March, 1867.
Charles S., b. 12 Feb., 1860.
Cla)'(l llf., b. 6 June, 1872.
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Rev. (Simeon B.: 6 Benjamin, 5 Capt.), grad. at Dartmouth college in 1860 ; studied theology at AndoYer and Princeton ; recein'cl the appointment of chaplain for the 1st Vt. Heavy Artillery, and was ordained
for this office at \Yebster, 16 l\Iarch, 1 863; was mustered out of service 7 .July, 1863; commenced his ministry over the Presbyterian church in Bedford, Oct.,
1865, and remained three years; settled in Nov.,
1868, over the 1st Congregational church at Fond du
Lac, \Vis. ; was dismissec11~ Feb., 1878, and the same
month became pastor of the N. E. Congregational
church at Chicago, Ill.; m. Laura E., dau. of Benjamin Frost, of Thetford, Yt., 15 Aug., 1R63 .
.il lary Brant, b. 19 .June, 1867.
ALBERT G. 7 (Henry, 6 Enoch,'; Dea.) first settled at Liverpool, and
afterwards at Altona, Knox county, Ill., where he now
clwel1s; is a carpenter, and dealer in musical instruments; has been justice of the peace, alHl h eld various offices in town and county; m., 1st, Deborah, dan.
of Nehemiah and lHargaret (Maxfield) Brush, of
Lewistown, Ill., 10 Nov., 184~, who was b. in Pa. in
1821, and d. 11 April, 1850; 2tl_. Jane, dan. of Charles
and Emeline Steel, at LiYerpool, Ill., 5 Dec., 1850,
'vho was b. in Ind., 8 Oct., 18~0.

ARTHUR,'

Children of Deborah :
Caroline Amanda, b. 2 Nov., 18!:3; m. Henry Loranz, treasurer of

Page county, Iowa . 18 Feb., 1860; resides at Clarinda.
Jfary Emma, b. 4 Dec., 18±4; grad. at Elm wood Institute, at B.~
Nov., 1863; m. Charles l\1. l\Iorton, State Sec. of Y. l\1. C

Associations of Ill., 4 Dec., 1866; resides in Chicago.
Phebe, b. 3 Arril, . 18±6; grad. at Steubenville, 0.; m. Jesse J.
Pursell, 12 March, 1872; resides at llrimfield, Ill.
Susan, b. 28 Feb., 18±8; m. Charles Brush, of Haverhill, 0., 10

June, 1875.
Alice, b. 25 Aug., 1848; d. 25 July, 1830.

Children of Jane :
Ilenr!J, b. 23 Jan., 1852; d. 20 Feb., 1852.
1lfary Ellen, b. 10 Aug., 1853; d. 21 Aug., 185±.
.1lfartha. b. 17 Dec., 185±; has been a successful music teacher in

Ill. and Iowa.
Charles Coffin, b. 23 May, 185G; d. 5 Oct., 1858.
Ann Cora, b. 14 Feb., 1858; d. 30 Jan., 1850.
Ella, b. 17 Dec., 18.5fl.
J ennie, b. 27 l\Jay, 18Gl.
Charles A{fred, b. 4 Aug., 186±; d. 17 Aug., 1865.
Olh·e, b. 24: Oct., 1865.
Sammy S., b. 5 Jan., 1868; d. 26 July, 1868.
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JoHN E. 7 (John, 6 Noah 5) resides in Laconia; m. Lettice A. Robinson, of Meredith Village, 4 Nov., 1843.
llarriet JV., b. 1~ Aug., 1844; m. Osman Baker, of Holderness, 10
l\Iarch, 1866.

.1Yelly B., b. 8 Jan., 1851; m. Abrabam l\Iorrison, of Sanbornton,
:W Sept., 1874; resides in Franklin .
.J.llary E., b. 20 Oct., 1854; m. Frank Hollins, of Sanbornton, 6
April, 1877 .
.Nancy fl., b. 5 .June, 1857.
L ettice R., b. 9 May, 1850.

HEN1W 7 (John, 6 N oah 5) resides in Concord ; m., 1st, Harriet S.
Perkins, of that city, 24 Nov., 1846, who d. 16 Sept.,
1863; 2d, Hannah B. \Viuch, of Marshfield, Vt., 24
Nov., 1864.
Children of Harriet:
TVilliam II., b. 7 June. 1850.
Addie G., b. 1 Aug.,1854.
Ilan·iet J., b. 3 Oct., 1858; m. Fred Sanborn, of Concord, 26 Nov.,

1816.
Rose E., b. 1:3 March, 1863; d. 12 Aug., 186:3.

N oAn 7 (John, 6 N oah 5 ) is a manufacturer and dealer in bla.nkbooks at Boston, Mass.; ·m. :1\Iary E., dan. of Capt.
Nathan Call, of Concord, 311\lay, 1846.
rreorge lV., b. 2:3 l\Iarch, 1547.
Prank II., b. 16 Sept., 1852.

GEORGE \V. 7 ( J ohu, 6 N oah 5) resitles in Plymouth ; m. Helen H.
Holden, of Rumney, 20 Nov.: 1854 .
.i.lfel::ena E., b. 17 Aug., 1856.

ALONZO G. 7 (David, 6 Noah 5) resides in \Vichita, Sedgwick county, Kansas; m. Jane Mitchell, near Elkhart, Ind., 16
Nov., 1856.
Albert A., b. 17 Aug., 1857.
Emeline E., b. 7 Jan., 1860.
Andrew D., b. 5 April, 18\H.
Clara J., b. 25 Oct., 1866.
Charles 0., b. 25 Feb., 1876.

ALFRED,' Den.. (Jacob, 6 D. D.: .Jesse5) was reacher in common,
academy, and high schools successively; also taught
Yocal and instrumental music; m. Sarah C., dan. of
Den.. Joseph Little, of N ev.rbury, 1\Ia.ss., 31 July, 1855,
who d. at Granville, 0., 25 l\Iarch, 1863.
Anna T., b. 1!) June, 1856; resides in Newbury, l\lass.
GEORGE A} Rev. (Jacob, 6 D. D., Jesse 5) enlisted in the spring of
1862; was taken prisoner at Harper's Ferry, Va.,
same year; grad. at l\Iarietta college, 2 J nly, 18G3, at
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Lane Theological Seminary, 1866; licensed to preach
by the Cincinnati Presbytery, 5 April, 186;3; 'IYas ordained in 1866, and preached one year at :::\Iassillon,
0., and nearly seYen years at Oconto, \Yis.; was settled oyer the Presbyterian chnrcb, at Plymouth, Incl.,
1 Dec, 1815; m. :Sarah C. Da,ngler, of l\Iassillon, 0.,
14: NoY., 1861.
TVill iam, b. 10 Sept., 18GS; d. 5 Ang., 1869.
Jfary B., b. ~-±June. 1870; d. 1:3 Oct., 1876.
Frank, l.J. 25 .Jan., 1870.

JOSEPH B., 7 ReY. (Henry, 6 D. D., Jesses) grad. at Amherst college
in 18GO, at Lane Theological Seminary in 1863; was
ordained at ::\Iaclison, Iml., 8 Sept., 1863; is pastor of
Presbyterian church, at Mankato, Minn. ; m. l\Irs.
:Mary A. Cromwell, of Lima, 0., 21 :Nov., 1866.
lferman G., b. 2G Sept .. 18G7; d. 10 July, 1868.
George B., b. 4 l\lay,186D.
1lfary P., b. 13 Xov., 1871.
Dayton C., b. 28 Sept., 1873; d. Sept., 187 4.

HEXRY S} ReY. (Henry, 6 D. D., J esses), grad. at \Y abash college in
1863, at Lane Theological Seminary in 1866; was orchinecl at Rising Snn, Iml., 11 April, 1866; is pastor
of the Presbyterian church at Carondelet, South St.
Louis, .l\Io.; m. Anna H, dau. of ReY. \Villiam H.
~IcCarer, of EYansYille, Incl., 29 ::\lay, 1866.
H enry, b. 2-± ~larch, 1867.
TVWiam JI., b. 5 S~pt., 18GS; d. 2 Feb., 1869.
Sarah JI.. b. 2-± ~ov., 1860.

Cornelia, b. 10 Sept., 1871; d. 5 Sept., 1872.
Charles H., b. 16 March, 1873; d. 30 :May, 187±.
Susan N., b. 27 Dec., 1875.

GEORGE 0.,7 Rev. (Henry, 6 D. D., Jesses), grad. at Amherst college in 1860, at Lane Theological Seminary in 1863;
was onbinecl 8 Sept., of same year, at ~Iaclison,
Ind.; is pastor of the Assembly's church (Presbyterian) at \Yashington, D. C.; m. l\Iattie H., dau. of
Jethro JUitchell, Esq., of l\It. An burn, Cincinnati, 0.,
3 Sept., 1863.
Artltur }If., b. 10 April, 1865.
Erlward . N., b. ::n Sept., 1807.
Jl{orton JJ., b. 3 Jan., 1873.
Edith, b. 11 Sept., 187 -!.

CHARLES H./ Re....-. (Henry/ D. D., Jesses), grad. at \\Tabash coli.
1810, and at Lane Theological Seminary in 1813 ;
was ordained at Richmond, Ind., 8 April, 1874:; is
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pastor of the 2c1 Presh,rterian church, at New Albany,
Incl.; m. Lettie IL, clan. of Thomas \V. Fry, l\I. D., of
Lafayette, Incl., 23 F eb., 1870.
Thomas TV., b. 28 Oct .. 187 4.
Charles P., b. 10 Dec., 1877.

JOSEPH A. 7 ('l'homas, 6 Capt., J esse 5) is an extensive farmer and
stock-raiser at \Vest Creek, Lake county, Incl. ; m.
1\Iary, dan. of Auiel Gerrish, of \Vest Creek, Incl., 1
Xov., 1850.
Leu·is 0., b. 21 Feb., 1SG1.
Jnfant clan., b. 20 Nov. and d. 30 Dec., 1SG2.
James ll., b. 27 .Nov., 1863.
Ellen, b. 31 ,Jan., 186G.
Je.~s e , b. 17 Jan., 1868.
Jll!JI'a A., b. 2G April, lSi:?.
Mar!J E., b. 4 April, 1877.
,Jon~

Su LLIVAX 7 (Leavi tt, 6 Col., J esse5) resides in Bradford,
:McKean county, Pa.; m Louise H. Mathews, of
Marshall, Ill., 26 Aug., 1875.

Dix JI., b. 28 No':·• 1870.

\VrLLLBI H. 8 (Henry/ J ohn 6) resitles m Concord; m. Ida l\I.
Vincent, 9 Dec., 1869.
Frank B, b. 27 Sept., 1870.
TVilliam J[., b. 30 May, 1872.
Arthur TV., b. D April, 1874.
Cora 1lf., b. 12 Feb., 1877.

FRANK II.8 (Noah, 7 John 6) resides in South Boston, l\1ass.; m.
Lottie J. Pearson, of Boston, 8 Oct., 1864.
G eorge A/fred, b. 3 Aug., 1875.
J ennie C., b. 30 Nov., 1876.
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:MORRILL.
ABRAHA]I.I 1 carne from England in 1632.
IsAAC, 2 b. 10 ~hy, 16±6; a. 17 Oct., 1713.
ABRAHAJ1,1, 3 b. 21 June, 1671.
AERAHAl\1 14 b. 22 No'.·., 1705; d. at Salisbury, J\Iass.
Ror:IE, 5 b. 28 Aug., 17:H; grad. at Ha1Tanl coiL 1755; ordained
minister of B. 21 Dec., 1761 [see Biog.J; rn. Elizabeth
Hobson; d. 13 Sept., 1813.
Samuel, b. at Salisbnry, 1\Iass. i d. in B .. 14 Oct., 18-!G.
Elizabeth, b. :31 July, 17G2; m. 'Vm. Jackman, of B.
Anna, b. 20 Oct., 17G:3: m. Jo,:;eph Little, of B.; d. 17 Nov., 1830.
Jos eph Hnbsnn, b. 13 Jnne, 17G.); m. Anna Jackman; d. -± June,

1858.
Jeremiah. b. 18 Jan., 1775.
Sall!J, L. 30 1\Iay, 1777; d. 20 April, 18.50.
Jan e, b. 2G Dec., 17G8; d. 30 Sept., 183:2.

SAMUEL, 6 (Robie 5), b. 5 .Jan., 1761.
Betseu J I., b. 8 March, 1787; m. James Chadwick, of B.; d. 17

Nov., 18;::)1.

•

Eunic e, b. 4 April, 1788 i cl. 10 l.Iarch, 1828.
Nathaniel, b. 8 Sept., 1789.
Judith , b. 13 Dec., 1792; m. Joseph Chadwick, of D.; d. 12 )larch,

18:21.
Benjamin, b. 1G Jan., 17D4.
Anna Hobson, b. ll ·Sept., 1797; m. Dr. - - - ::\Ierrill, Hopkin-

ton, 1\Iass.
JOSEPH H. 6 (Robie/ Rev.), b. 15 Jan., 1765; m., 1st, ---Atkinson; 2d, - - - Lunt; d. 21 J\Iarch, 1858.
Joseph, b. 23 l\Iay, 1793.
Jndith, b. 29 Nov., 1797; m. Nehemiah Cogswell; d. 10 Nov., 18±0.
Caloin, b. G Dec., 1805; m. l\1ary Clark, of B.; tl. in Webster, 14

l\Iay, 1875.
6

JEHEl\IIAH (Robie/ Rev.), h. 18 Jan., 1875; m. Anna Jackman;
d. 4 ,June, 1858.
1Vancy, b. D Oct., 1800; m. l\Ioses Foster, of Canterbury.
R euben Prentice, b. 12 April, 1808; m. --Forbes.
Hm·rison Otis, b. 20 1\Iay, 1810 .
.Jfm·u, b. 11 Dec., 1812; m. Sewell Fifield.
Roger Shennan, b. 25 Dec., 1815; d. 9 Sept., 1861.

NATHANIEL 7 (SamneJ,6 Robie, 5 ReY.), b. 8 Sept., 1780; m. - :l\Iorrill; liYed in Canterbury.
J.l fary Emil!J, b. 3 :March, 1821; m. --Fitts; d. :?3 Oct., 1845.
Cath erine, b. 27 Aug., 1823; d. 14 Oct., 18-11.
Reuben, b. 11 :Jiay, 18:25.
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Samuel Atkinson, b. ~13 May, 18~7.
C harles Franklin, b. '27 May, 1820.

Enoch, b. 1G Sept., 18:J3.
Eli:::abetlt C., b. 7 l\larch, 18:31; d. ~4 April, 1832.
B E XJA.l\II~ 7

(Samnel, 6 Hobic, 5 R.ev.), b. 1G JmL: 1794; m., 1st,
- - Ea::5tman ; 2d, - - Choat, of Derry; livecl on
B. Plain, in hous e owned lJy S. B. G. Cort;t•r, abo in
the house erect ed by his grandfather, RcY. Robie. He
was a clock- an<l scale-maker,-a man of great ingenuity. At one time-about 1840, '4.3-he manufactured
melodeons and scraphines. He d. 21 April, 1857.
Lucretia, dau. 1st wife, m. --Donaldson; lives in Ill.

Franklin C., b. l\Iarch, 18:-33.
Jlary Frances, b. 2--l Aug., 1843.

JoSEI'H 7 (Joseph H., 6 llobic/' Rev.), b. 23 May, 1793; m. - Lunt; d. J Jan., 184-t. He taught sehool many years ;
was representatiYe two years; an earnet;t Christian;
for many years :mperintendent of ~uiHlay-school ;
liYed on the Plain Vi'ith his father.
Jlury TV., b. lSI!); d. :27 Nov., 183i).
Enoclt Lunt, b. 0 Oct., 1820.
Jo::; eph Hobson, b. 15 .Tnne, 1828.

Exocn L. 8 (.Joseph/ J o::-:eph H., 6 Robie, 5 Rev.), b. 9 Oct., 1820;
m. Susannah Uoftin; d. 2 Dec., 187-t.
Emma Adelaide, b. 1818; d. 1851.
Eli;;a{Jeth, h. 11 .June, 1850.
Erl!Card P., b. f) April, 1852.
J.:mmallee, d. iu infancy.

J[alcina, d. in infancy.
Elmer F., b.:.? Dec., 1861; resides in ::\[anchester.

JosEPH

lloBso~ 8

(Joseph/ Joseph H.,S Hol,ie} Rev.), b. 15
June, 1828; m. 0. A. :l \fnnroe; lin·::: in Concord .

.Mary Ella, b. 8ept., 18D4.

0. 7 (.Jeremiah, 0 Uobie, 5 Rev.), lJ. 30
- - Hichanlson.
1Villiam, Emma, Edward Everett.
REUBEN P. 7 (Jeremiah 6) m. --Forbes.
TVarren, Jer e11tialt.

HARRISON

~lay,

1818; m.
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:!\I ORRISON.
Compiled by A biel H.. Chandler.

J oux

H.~

(Abner1), b. in DeTry, 4 June, 1779; m. l\fary, dau. of
David Paul, of Derry; settled in B. just below the
Plain, in 1803; d. 11 Aug., 18;38. His wife d. 14
J nly, 18G3.

J.lfar_1; Holm es, b. 27 ,Jan., 1802; d. 11 Oct., 1812.
Eliza Jane, b. 1 Oct., 1803; m., 1820, ALiel H. Chandler, of B.
[See Chandler Biog.J
George, b. 15 Dec., 1805; m. Sally Randall, of Great Falls; d. 1
Feb., 1860.
L eonard, b. 7 Oct., 1807; m. Sally Cole, of B.
Persis, b. 5 Oct., 180!1; m. Edward B. Kimball, of Hanover, and
settled in Quincy, lll .
.Mar!J, b. 6 Jan., 1812; m. Charles Stoby, of Quincy, Ill.; d. 21
Ang., 187G.
Sylvia Ann, b. 13 Dec., 1813; m. Charles Ford, of Brookline,
Mass.; d. 1 Sept., 1875.
Louisa Jllaria, b. 2G Jan., 1816; m. Jonathan P. Howe, of B.
John Sh erman, b. 19 Jan .. 1819; d. 9 l\Iarch, 1819.
Somu el TVood, ( b
A .1 18., 0 . 5 d. 1\Iay, 18-!5.
Nancv Wingate, S • 19· pn'
- ' (d. 3 1\lay, 1820.

NOYES.
Compiled by William Temple.

NICHOLAS 1 allll Rev. J .uiEs, brothers, came from '\Viltshire, Eng.,
1638, and were among the first settlers of N ewbnry.
The B. branch is descended from Nicholas, ·who had
a son,TniOTIIY/ who had a son,JAl\IES,3 m. Sarah Coffin, of Newbury.
Isaac, b. J.± July, 1719.
Daniel, b. 30 Jan., 172:3;-perhaps others.
IsAAC 4 (James 3), b. 14 July, 1719; m. Sarah Pettingill, 24 NoY.,
1743; movetl to B., 1768.
Cutting, b. 2 June, 1745.
Amos, b. 19 Feb., 174fl.
Elizabeth, b. 7 ,July, 1i60.
Samlt, b. 2 l\Iay, 1755.
CuTTI~G 5

(Isaac/ J·ames, 3 Timothy,~ Nichohs 1), b. in Newbury,
2 June, 1745; came with his father to B.; settled on
farm owned in 1876 by L. M. Chadwick, Esq. ; m.
l\folly Burbank; was elected selectman, 1776, '77, '78,
'81, '88; elected deacon of the church, 1786; monel
to Newport, 1794.
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Isaac, b . 15 .Aug., 1772.
Jloses, b. 21 Dec., 1774.
Sarah, b. 8 Oct., 1770.
Samuel J.lfttZZ!f, b. 21 Ang., l'ii8.
Judith, b.lO 1\Iay, 1780.
Dol'cas, b. 17 Feb., 1782 .
.Amos, b. lD Dec., 178:).
Enoch, b. 10 Nov .. 178;).
Benjamin, b. 9 .June, 1787.
Abigail, b. 20 Jan., 1793.
DA~IEL 4

(J::nnes, 3
112:3 ;
at one
Flint;

Timothy, 2 :N"icholas1 ), h. in N ewhnry, 30 ,Jan.,
came to B .. 1761 ; lived on the farm occnpieJ
perioll by .i\Ir. t\olomon Arey,-later by Daniel
m. Anna Chase, of Haverhill, l\Iass., 1145.

.Jlury, b. 13 April. 17-!G; 111. "Nicholas Davis: d. 10 June, 18:29.
Jocuwa. b. 27 l\Iarch, 17-!9; m. ltichard Carr.
Samh, b. 29 l\Iarch, 17D2; d. young.
James, b. 2:! l\lay, 1754; d. yonug.
Tristram, b. 7 ~larch. 1759.
Isaac, b. 19 .Tune, 1702; m., 1st, Phebe Goodwin; 2J, Mrs. Sarah
Hoard man; d. 9 J.. pril, 18-11.
Daniel, b. 20 .Tan., 17G5; m. Pollv l\Iarston; cl. 21Jan., 18;)2; studied medicine with Dr. Daniel Peterson, of B.; settled in
Enfield; moved to 0.

TRISTRA::u 5 (Daniel, 4 ,James 3), L. 7 ~larch, 1750; m. Miriam Eastman, of Salisbury, l\Iass. He was a carpenter and
plo\v-maker,-:m ingenious mechanic; d. Aug., 182±.
Jlary, b. 20 An.S!., 1 i8.3; m. Peter King; d. :!8 Aug., 18GO .
.Jeremiah, h. 28 1\Iarch, 1788.
Jane, b. 28 .Jan., 17911; m., 1st, Eben Hall; 2d, Isaac Atwood; d.
2 Feb., 1857.
Chase, b. 8 Feb., 1792; m. Nancy Kempton; d. May, 1802.
Sancy, b. 14 l\larch, l7!H; d. young.
Ruth, b. 25 Ang., 17!)G; m .• fabez Hannaford; d. U Aug., 1860.
Enoch, b. 10 Jan., 17!)9; d. 10 Sept., 184!).
Jlary, m. Obed Kempton.
Susanna, h.-! Dec .. l8!):J; m. \Vm. Temple; living, lSiG, at East
\Vobnrn, l\lass.

JE:rm:nu. n 6 (Tristram,S Daniel 4 ), h. 28 :March, 1788; m. l\Iartlm
Jackman; lived in honse occnpiecl Ly Prentis Fowler,
1876, south end King st.; snr\'eyor, wheelwright; inheritor of his father\; mechanical ingenuity; selectman; justice of the peacn; d. I Nov., 1868.
Jfartlw L., b. 0 .Tune, 1812; d.l3 Sept., l83fi.
Sarah Jackman, b. I Sept., 181.'5; m. ~Ioody l\I Pinkerton.
Jfary Eing, b. 22 Sept., 1817.
Enoch Russell, b. 27 April, 18:20.
Esther Jackman, b. G Jan., 18:?3; m. Geo. Allison.
Sumuel Gilman, b. 12 Oct., 1827; m. Achsah .J. Brown.
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EPHRAnu, 1 another branch of the Noyes family, b. in Newbury ;
m. _1\[olly, sister of Nathaniel Thurston, of B. ; settled
on Corser hill; d. 13 l\Iay, 1856, aged 92.
Jane Pearson, b. 5 Oct., 17DG; d. :?0 Sept., 1819.
Eli::abetlt TV., b. 9 Aug., 1798.
Edna Adams, b. 13 l\Iay, 1801.
Judith Stickney, b. 20 Aug., 1808; m. - - \Yhicher, of Rowley.
Nicholas llloody, b. 2± Oct., 1806; m. Phebe Kelley; one son,Ifenry.

PEAR SO~.

J OHX came from England to Ro·wley, J\Iass., in lG--13 or lG--15.
1

aml erected a mill for dressing cloth.
BEXJAl\II.N

2

(John 1 ), h. lG--18; m. Hannah, <.lau. of Daniel
aml Anne (Pell) Thurston.

BEXJAl\II.N,S fourth child of Benjamin/ b. 12 Aug., 1G90; m.
Dorothy Moody.
Isaac.
Jeremiah.

IsAAC/ Dea., b. 21 Oct., 1128; m., 1st, 28 KoY., 1151, Sarah
Gerrish, who d. 1G J\lareh, 1713, aged -±-± years; 2cl,
Anna Plumer, 11 Jan., 1714, who d. 2 April, 1 18\J,
without issue; ;)cl. :Mary Eaton. 1189. who <1. 30
J\Iarch, 1848, aged ~)G, without issne. He ·was chosen
<leacon of the church of B. ahont the ywr 1710; 'Yas
abo elected <.leacon of the church in the east part of the
town in the :"ear 17SG; d. 8 l\Iarch, 1805, aged 77.
Children of Sarah :
.llloses, b. 21 Nov., ]/;)2; d. 8 Dec., 1752 .
.J.l!ary Elisebeth, b. 3 Oct., 175:3; m. :Maj. Enoch Gerrish.
Joseph, b. 17 Aug., 1755; m. Hannah .Atkinson; moved to Haverhill, "N. 11.
Jane, b. 1 Dec., 1757; d. 20 l\lay, 1758.
Ja11e, b. 10 l\Iay, 175U; d. -±.July, 1750.
Isaac, b. 7 .Aug., 1760; m. Sarah Allison; li>ed in :Xorthfielcl; d.
without issue.
Somasby, b. "2'1 Aug., 17G3 .
.llfm~es, b. 12 Dec., 17G5; d. 31 Jan., 17G7.

Sol\IERSnY, 5 Capt. (Isaac, 4 Dea.), b. 27 Aug., 17G:3; d. 12 Jnly,
1811, age<.l 48 ; n1. J tulith, <.lan. of ,Joshua aml Rebecca (Gerrish) .1\Iarch, 'd10 d. 0 Dec., 1820, aged 50.
Isaac, b. l..J: l\lay, 1702.
1lfary, b. 7 April, 179-±; m. John Cogswell; d. 5 April, 1823, aged
2!).
Rebecca, b. li99; d. 4 l\Iay, 1Bl2, aged 13.
Judith, b. 1803; d. 17 April, 1819, aged 16.
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IsAA C6 (SonH' rsby: 5 C:tpt.), h. 1·1 :i\Iny, 1702; d. 4 l\Iarch, 1824,
aged 02 years ; m. Hann:th, dan. of l\Iajor Enoch
Uerrish, 1 J nnl', 1.Sl-!, who tl. ~0 Jan., 18:!1.
R ebecca. h. U ~ o v., 181:); <1. 2~ .Jul y , 181-1:; m. Calvin Gage, of
B.; chiltlren,-Ilwuwh Pe fu-.~nn , b. 1:1 ,J nn e, l S:)(l ; d. 5
.Tnly, 18.):2, age<l 1G ; Jlal'flta Ann , b. 10 May, 18-!0 ; d. 10
July, 18-!G.

'l'hc family of Capt. Somcrsb.r Pearson is ext in ct.
JEim::\IL\.II 4 (D en jamin, 3 B enjamin / John 1) m. Elizabeth Pearson.
J.Vathan, b. 1/GG.
Samu el, b. 28 Nov .. 1771.
Poll!J, m. l'aul Dodge.
NATII.Ax 5 (Jt' remiah 4) m. Elis:tbeth Thurlow; d. J:tn., 1850;
moYed to B. from :N ewbnr.r, 1\Iass., 1705.
Pull,1;, b. 17 .July, 1787; m. Isaac H ale ; d. 1± Nov., 18!35.
Betsey, b. 2.) April. 1700; IH. l:; a:1c IIale ; d. D Jan., 183~.
Paul, b. 10 Jnly, 1702; d. 27 S ept., 1707.
raul, b. 10 Oct., 179 8.
J.Yatlwn, b. 2~ Sept., 1802.

h. :2S :N OY. , 1 TTl; 111. 11In.ry n. L:tne;
m oYed to D. from Nl' wlmry, 17£1G; d. 20 Nov., 18·13.
Ann ie, b. G Sept., 17!)7; d. 27 .Jan., 1800.
Lydirr, b. 24: .Jnly, 17RO; d. 11 Dec .. 1801).
Annie, b. H 111arch, 1802; d. !) .Apt·il, 1 801.
lllrzry, b. ~3 Nov., 1805 : m. Plnnllner 1L Stev ens.
J.Y an cy, b. 25 Jan., 1808 ; d. 20 Nov., 183G .

SAl\1UEL 5

4
( J eremi:th ),

PAUL 6 (Xa.tha.n, 5 Jeremia h 4) m. Sarah Couch; member of the
1egis1atnre 18Gti, 18;')7.
TVilliam, b. 5 l.\Iarch, 18:27.
Cltarlc.~.

b. 17 Aug., 1S:?!J.

Srtralt J .. b. 2:2 Dec ., 18:35; m. H enry II. Gerrish.
Ilem·!J F., b. :23 July, 18 :W.
~ATHAX 6

(N ath:tn 5) m. E1iz:t Colll·h, J. 12 Oct., 1SGS [sec Biog. J

John C., b. 23 ::\lay, 18:J5.

\VILLL\.:n 7 (Pn.u1 6) m. Rebecca Corsvr.
Clm·a , h. :J .Tan., 18.)0; d. 22 June, 1 S;J!) ,
Cll(trles, h. 2:3 April, 18Gl.
CnAULES 7

a.

(Paul 6) m: F:tnny Prescott;
llhrch, 185G.
Li:::.:ie F. , b. 18 Jan., 1853; m. D. B. Badger, of Boaton.

HEXHY F. 7 (Pa.nl 6) m. H enri etta Bill s.
Et!IL'in ll., b. D F eb. , 1863.
O eorr;e L., b. :H l\Iat·ch, 180;),
Jessie E., b. 30 .July, 1860.
H enr!/ F.,} b. 3 Oct. 1873.
Ilennetta,
'
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Jonx C. 7 (Nathrm 6) m. Elizn.beth S. Colby; member of legisbture
1871, 1872; resides n.t Fisherville.
Carrie E., b. 23 Dec., 1857.

Edww·d N., b. 7 Sept., 1850 ; in Dart. coli., class 188 I.
John TValter, b. 17 Feb., 1862.
Harlow C., b. 27 Nov., 1872.

PILLSBURY.
Compiled by Alfred Little.

\VILLIAM 1

(the nmne originn.lly cnlled Pillesbnrgh,-see Coffin's
Hist. of N ewbnry) wns b. in Staffordshire, England,
1605; en me to Newbury, l\bss., in 1641, thence to
Dorchester the same yenr; m. Dorothy Uroshy of thnt
town, in 16-b2; retnrne<l to Newbury in 1G51 [?],
where he d. 10 ,June, 1G8G. H e l1onght his fnrm of
Eclwnrd Rn,n;on, secretnry of state, which hns enr
since been ownell by his linenl descendnnt~, nncl is
no"· occupied by Joslmn Pillsbnr;' of High st., Newhnryport. lie wns n man of wenlth ; owneJ n large
trnct of lnncl, nnd lwd money to let. which tmclition
snys he kept socretetl under the onYes of his thntchecl
bnrn.

Job, h. in Dorchester, 1\Iass., lG Oct., 16-:1.3.
11foses.
Abel, b. 1G52.
Caleb, b. at Newbury,l\Iasa., 28 Jan., 16;)-1; J. 4 July, 1680.
TVilliam, b. 27 Jnly, 1G3G.
Experience, b. 10 April, 1658.
Increase, b. 10 Oct., 1GGO.
Tlwn!tful, b. 22 April. 1GG2.
Joshua, b. 20 June, 167-1.

J ?D 2 (\Villimn1) m. Kn.thnrine Gavet, 5 April, 1677.
Daniel, b. 20 Sept., 1678.
Josiah, b. 17 April, 1G8G.
DAXIEL 3

(Job, 2 \Villinm 1). In 1700, he hnilt tho Pillsbury house
on High st., X ewbnryport, which lms e'i·er since been
occupied by his descemlnnts ; m. Sn.rnh Allen, 18 J nn.,

1103.
Joshua, b. 11 Feb., 1704; d. 21 l\Iarch, 1788.

,J OSIIUA 4 (Dnniel, 3 J oh 2) m. l\hry Somers by, of N ewhnry, .:\Inss.,
1731, who d. lG .April, 170J, ngecl 87.
Joshua, b. 23 :\larch, 17:J8; d. G April, 1798.
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J OSHUA5 (J os1nut, 4 DnnieJ3) m. Ttebeclmh \Vithmn, of Peppersbora' (\Yells), Me., 17GJ, who d. 28 Jmw, ISH>, nged
77.
Daniel, b. H> April. 176;3; d. at D, 8 Dec., 18-±-1.
Joshua, b. 1769; d. at D., 15 Aug., 1811.

He had also several other chiluren,-daughters.
DAXIEL, 6

Lieut. (Joshnn, 5 Joslm::t 4), m. Ennice Thurlow, of Newburyport, l\hss., 5 Fell., 1788; who wn:-; b. 5 l\by, 17G5,
::tncl d. 27 Oct., 1 SJ 7. Soon ::tfter his m::trringe he remoYed to B. ::tml settlell on his fnther's fa.rm on \V nter
st., which he l3nhseqnently pnn:hnsetl; was n. earpenter nncl mill-wright. rl1 l10ugh ::t m::tn of medium stnture, yet the unitcll heights of his 7 sons amounted to
42± feet.

Daniel, b. 20 1\Inrch, 1789; d. 19 July, 187:2 .
Enoch, b. 1± Aug., 1700.
Geor,qe T., b. 7 Feb., 1792; d. 1G :May, 18:J6.
Jloody A., b. 4 May, 179-!; d. 8 .Tan., 186~L
ltehecca, b. ::?0 April, 179(); d. 5 Oct., 187-±; m. Jeremiah Titcomb,
of Derry, 20 April, 18:2:;; lived in D.
Paul P., b. 0 NoY., 1707.
Joseph, b. 7 Ang .. 17DO; J. 14 May, 1861.
Eunice, b. :22 Sept., 180:3; cl. 2 Nov., 18.!3.
J.llar.7J. b. G Feh., 1805; d. 7 April, lo-±:3.
Sarrdt, b. ·1 Nov., 1SOG; re:>.i<lcs on the l10mestead.
TVilliam T., b. 2-! Aug., 180D; d. ::?7 Aug., 181:"5 .

.J osnuA, 6 Cnpt. (J oshna, 5 ,J oslm::t 4), m. Elizabeth \Yootl, of :if ewburyport, :l\Iass., 17\J3~ who d. 1 Dec., 1816.
moved to B. in 180V.

lie re-

Ennclt, h. 7 .Tan., 1705: d. at Xashua, 2G Jan., 1857.
Joshua, b. 13 Aug .• 17DG.
Eli::auelh, b.l Aug., 1708; d.16 Oct., 182::i; m. Jeremiah Little,of
n., 5 :\larch, 1816 .
.1Yathaniel, h. 13 Sept .. 1800; d. 14 April, 18G:~.
Eunice, b. 2 .Jan., 1803; d. in Lawrenc:e, .Jlass., 1 Aug., 1872; m.
Simon Brow11, of Derry. in 1828.
"-1 Iary C .. b. 20 l\Iarch, 1805; Ll. 20 July, 18GO; m. Capt. Richard
Little, of B., 22 l\Iay, 18~7.
Ph ebe , b. 21 :\lay, 1807; m. in 182D.
Carolin e, b. 10 July, 1811; m. lS:H.
DAXIEL,7

Capt. (Dnn1e1, 6 Lieut., .Toshn::t5), remoYe(l to \Vest Newl,ury, ~lass ; m., 1st, D orothy ~e::trles, of X cw Chest er, :26 i.fov., 1812, \Yhn tl. J June, 1~10; 2d. Betsey
Burleigh, of Franklin, 0 No,·., 1820, \Yho d. lD Sept.,

18GS.
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Children of Dorothy :
Elvira D., b.25 .J une, 1815; d. 7 Aug., 182±.
IIIelvin, b. 11 ,July, 1818.

Children of Betsey :
J.liary A ., b. 10 Sept., 1821; d. 2 July, 18:34.
Joseplt B., b. 19 .June, 1823: d. 2:3 Dec., 18:3:3.
Beujamin D., b. 2.:) Oct., 18:?-L
E~ocH 7

•

(Daniel, 6 Lient., ,J oshua 5 ) was a solclic>r in the \Yar of 1812;
resides in \Y elJster; m. l\Iartha Bm·leigh, of Franklin,
6 Dec., 1822.

Enoch Ililton, b. 5 1\Iay, 182±; d. 2:3 Dec., 1857 .
.Ji m·tlw A., b. 2G .Tau., 1836; d. 22 Sept., JSGO; m. Ezekiel
Burbank, of 'Yebster, in 1851.

,V.

T., 7 Dea. (Danie1, 6 Lient., Joshna 5), liYed in B.; "\Yas a
mill-wright aml carpenter, and the first man in town
to fnune lmihlings 1y Stlnarc rnle ; m. Susannah: dau.
of Dea. Eliphalet Kilburn, of B., 1G June, 1813, "\Yho
m.ts b. 1G FdJ., liDO, and d. in Chicago, Ill., 31
l\Iarrb, lSGl. [See Biog.J
Emil!), b. 26 Sept., ISH; was a successful teacher in N. E. and at
the South; m., 1st, He\·. A. B. Burke, in Alexander,

GEORGE

Burke com1ty, Ga., 19 Dec., 1848, who d. 10 l\lay, 18-19;
2d. Col. D. F. Kimball, of Chicago, Ill., HI Sept., 1859;
resides in Fisherville.
Catharine, h. 22 Sept., 1820; d. 19 Oct., 18~3; m. Sewell Hoit,of
Concord, 2G Jan., 1837.

l\IooD¥ A} Gen. (Daniel, 6 Lieut., ,J oslma 5), live«l at Bashan ; m.,
1st, Abigail \V., tlan. of Col. Timotb~r Dix, of B.,
1 Oct., 1818, who d. 9 :i\Iay, ] 8[)2; 2d, Lonisa F. Dix.
sister of Al)igail, 2.J N oY., 1SG:2. [See Biog. J
Children of Al)igail:
1llood!J Adams, b. 20 Sept., J 8~0; m. Charlotte Couch, of D., 15
l\larch, 1847; resides in. 'Yebster.

Gem·ge, h.17 Oct., 182:J.
Charles W., b. 7 .Jnne, 182t"i; d. 17 l\lay, 1828.
Charles S., b. H April, 1820.

P} Capt. (Daniel, 6 Lient., .Toshna5), resitles at Andoyer,
l\Iass.; m., 1st, Ha,nnah Frost, 2 l\Ia:y, 1825, who d.
21 Sept., 184 I, rtgecl ;)2 years, G months; 2tl, Sarah
A. Stephens, of AndoYer, l\hss., 10 Jan., ] SJS, who d .
.5 Feb., 18GS, aged 52 years, 1U months.
Chilc1 of Hannah :

PAUL

Solomon F., b. 8 June, 1829; d. 29 Aug., 1847.
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Children of Sarah :
Solomon B., b. 14 Dec., 18-!8.
George P., b. 22 Nov., 1851.
Infant, b. and d. 1~ May, 1835.

JosEPH/ Den. (Dnniel, 6 Lient., Joslmn 5), receiYeLl n commonschool eclnention, "·hich was improYecl ]l~r jndicions
rending and association with people of intelligence.
He, as we>ll as five of his hrotlwrs, hehl n captain's
commission. In P-arly life he experienc-ed religion,
and nnite<l with the Congregational clmreh, of which
he was eYer an nctiYe and eonsistent me>m her; was
chose>n deacon of First Congregational chnrch in B.
He first settled on a farm at East B. Tn 1831, he
accepted the position as agent and oYcrseer of n htrge
farm, containing 1,500 acres, in J nckson, :Me>., owneLl
lJy Thorndike~ ~ears & Co., of Boston. Here he remained fiye years, filling tl1is pbce of responsi1i1ity
with satisfaction to his employers. He returned to
B. in 18.'36, nml settle(l on the ":l\lt. Pleasant'' farm,
·which he occnpied through life. In 1840, '41, nnJ
'4:!, he ·was employed lly the U. S. I-1nnd Co., of Boston, as inspedor and apprnise>r of their lands in western l'n. He "·as 'Yell lmo,Yn as n progressiYe and
pmcticnl ngricnltnrist. \Yhile n yonng man he recei,·ecl an injm·y that resn1tetl in n chronic disease of
the stomach, from "·hieh he "·as a snfferer till death.
He possesse><l n genial, social nntnre, and his life was
filled with deeds of ki111lness. J~"o1· a description of
his chnmetPr, see Titns, 1st, 8th. He m. :;\hrtha, dan.
of Jesse Little, of B., 10 11Iay, 182.3.
Henr!J TV., Col., b. 27 June, 1827; was a yonnf! man of promise in
the church and Sal>bath-school. During the years 1849
and 1830 he was employed by Col. L. C. Little, in the ltunber business, on the Alleghany and Ohio riYers. In 1833
and JS;).f he became overseer, a11d fnrnished lumber snpplies
for the Chicago & I•'ort "'Yayne R. lL; subsequently was
in company with his brother. Col. J. L. Pillsbury, as contractor on the :1\Iobile & Girarrl R lL; w::~s last engnged
in railroad work at Dubuqnc: Iowa, where he J. 1:2 Dec.,
18;)7.
Joseph L., b. 10 Feb., 1820; d. at D., 10 ,Jan., 1873.
Oeor9e T., b. 26 1\Inrch, 188:3; d. 11 Oet .. 180±.
llfartlw S., h. lG Feb., 1836; m. Daniel D. "rebster, of B., 2-1
April, 18G7.
George L., b. 17 l\Iay, 1839.
\YrLLIAl\I

T.,7 Capt. (Dnniel, 6 Lient., J oshu~ 5 ), liYetl in Solon, 0.,
for se,'eral ye~rs; returned to N. H. and settled on
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the "mountain farm" in Salisbury; was a noted
hunter; m. Eunice Fowler, of D., 10 Jan., 1833, who
was b. 27 Aug., 1808.
Elvira, b. 26 April, 18:~!).
Ellenette, b. 4 June, 18-!2.

ENocn 7 (Joshna, 6 Capt., Joshua 5) liYed in B., aftcrwanls removed to Naslnm; m. Margaret~ dau. of Caleb Knight,
Esq., of D., 22 Feb., 181G, who "·as b. 2 .Jan., 1795,
and d. at Nashua, 19 Sept., 1845.
Children of Margaret:
Jonathan J{., b. 21 Feb., 18 17; ,1, at \Yalpole, 1\hss., D Dec., 1876.
Srtrah Elizabeth, L. 21 1\Iarch, 1810.
Phebe E., b. G April, 1t121; d. at ~ashna. 21 .Jan., 18!5.
J.lfargaret A., b. :.!3 April, 18:2:); d. at 1\lalden, ~lass., 14 Aug.,
186G. ·
Caleb J{., b. 30 Dec., 18:.!-±.
Eunice TV., b. HJ Feb., 18:27; 111. \Vm. G. Bailey, of \Yeymouth,
l\lass., 30 Nov., 18.5 1; re sides at Beverly, X .T.
Joshua P., b. "1 Jan., 18:30; (1. at 'Voonsocket, R.I., 28 Oct., 1877.
Sophia F., b. 1:2 .Jnly, and cl. 2J Aug., 18 ;~:3.
Rebecca D., b. 10 Oct., 18:3!; m. Jame.:> 'Voou, of Leban on, 2-± Oct.,
1855.
Catherine B., b. H April, 18:37; m. Ilev. Jesse K. Bragg, 23 Dec.,
1861, who d. at Norfolk, l\lass., 14 June, 1874.

JosnuA 7 (.Jos1ma, 6 Capt., ,Joslma 5) resides in the hons1~ built by
Danie1,3 on the farm pnrcha,sed hy \Villiam, 1 situate<l
on High st., Newburyport. lie m. Sara.h D. Rolfe,
of that cit.v, 2-! ,July, lS:.H.
Samuel R., b. 8 ~lay, 18:22; d ..Tau .. 18-±2.
Ilannah R., b. 21 April, 182!: m. IInbbartl Getchell, of Sanford,
;\le., Xov., 18-±8: resiLles iu Kewburyport.
Joshua, b. 2t) .April, 18:28.
Geor,r;e, b. 5 1\larcb, 18:32; d. 17 .Jnly, ] 83 L
Saralt J., b. 1 Aug., 1838; d. 17 Nov., 1865.

NATHANIEL 7 (Jos1ma, 6 Capt., .Jus1ma 5) lind in NeYvbnryport;
m., 1st, Hannah Gilhlings, of Derry, 1~2-! , who d.
Aug., 1830; 2d: Martlut A. Hnse, of \Yindham.
Children of Hannah :
Francis E., b. Feb., 18:25.
Joltn TV., b. :i 828.
Geor,r;e TV., b. 1832; d. 1\lay, 18-±3.

Children of .l\lartha :
Ernily TV., .1llary E., Ilarvey II.,-all married.

l\fELVI:X 8 (Daniel, 7 Capt .. Daniel,S Licnt.) resides in ~ ewbnryport; is a machinist; m., 1st, lUary J. Craig, of Readfield, l\Ie., 2 JHay, 1830, who d. 13 April, 180-!; 2d,
l\Iary H. :l \farling, in Da.nvers, 1\Iass., G l\Iarch, 18GS.
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Children of l\Iary J. :
Ifem·ietta R., b. 12 Feb., 18!0; d. 4 l\Iay, 18GG; m. Phineas "\V.
Penin, in Aurora, lll., 28 1\larch, 18GU.
Georgiannrr D.,J.). 17 Feb., 18n; d. at Oakland, Cal., 12 July,
lti75; m. Clinton Cnshing, l\I. D., of Turner, Ill., 4 May,
18Gi>.

Ella F., b. 28 l\Iay, 18±5; d. 18 l\larch, 1850.

Chihl of ::\hry H.:
Frank .J.lf., b. 17 .July, 18GD.

BEXJAl\IIX D.,S Rev. (Daniel, 7 Capt., Daniel, 6 Lient.), is presiding
elder in the .Methodist ehnrch, at l\Iitldletown, Ct. ;
m. there l\Iaria Chamller, April, 1848.
Chanrlfa, b. 10 Aug., 1854 .
.Minnie, b. 1857; d. 187-:1..

GEOIWE,8 Dea. (.~Ioody A., 7 Gen., Daniel, 6 Lient.), is a farmer;
resicles at Tewksbury, 1\Iass. ; m. Lydia A. l\Iarsha1l,
· of that town, 1 April, 1852.
AMy JI.. b. 3 Sept., 1855.
George E., b. 2ti July, J8;)7; is a civil engineer.
Louisa F., b. 2 Sept., 1850.
Charles A., b. 2l Sept., 1SG:2.
Arthur JI., b. 17 Oct., 1865.
lferbert TV., b. 7 J nne, 1868.

CnAULES S. 8 (.Moody A} Gen., Danie1, 6 Lieut.) lives in Lonclon(lerry; is a farmer, justice of the peace, and has filled
various offices in town ; m. Mary C. Runnels, of \V arner, 24 Dec., 18G3.
Charles G., b. 15 Feb., 1865.
Adams D., b. 23 l\Iarch. 1868; d. 3 1\Iay, 1877.
John A., b. 26 Aug., 1872; d. 17 Jan., 1873.

JosEPH L.,S Col. (Joseph/ Dea., Daniel, 6 I.1ieut.), m. 1\Iary A.
Ely, of \Vooster, 0., 18 May, 1854. [See Biog.J
J.lfary E., b. 1 l\Iay, 1855; resides in Wooster, 0.
G eorye ll., b. 18 Ang., 1857; d. 211\larch, 1865.
Charles D., b. 1D Nov., 1850.

GEORGE L. 8 (.J oseph, 7 Dea., Daniel, 6 Lieut.), carpenter; resiJes
at B.; m. there Lncina rr. Quimby, 2 Dec., 1873.
Joseph Ilenry, b. 23 Nov., 1875; d. 20 .l\1arch, 187G.
J.l fary.Agnes, b. 15 Dec., 1876.

JoNATIIA X K. 8 (Enoch, 7 ,Toslmn, 6 Capt.) liYed at Nashua, afterwards at \Yalpo1e, 1\hss.; m. Sarah P. Little, of B.,
21 Nov., 1850.
1lfary E., b. 31 Oct., 1853; m. Julius Guild, of 'Valpole, .l\1a3s, 9
Sept., 1875.
Fannie L.,} b 30 A
18:--6
Addie L.,
·
ug., 0 •
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CALEB K. 8 (Enoch/ Joshua, 6 Capt.) resitles in Lawrence, :l\Iass. ;
m. Ellen B. Smith, of Andover, ~lass., 18 Sept., 1862.
Annie S., b. 15 ~larch, 18G-!.
Lucretia S., b. 20 Jan., 18GS.

JosHUA P.,S Capt. (Enoch, 7 ,Joslma, 6 Capt.), lived at \Voonsocket, R. I. ; m. there Celia :\I. Jencks, 8 ~ oY., 1860.
Sh erwin J., b. 23 Oct., 1863.
Bertha, b. 16 July, 18G5.

JosHuA 8 (Joshua/ ,Joshna, 6 Capt.) m. AlJbie J. Sargent, of Lawrence, 1\Iass., Nov., 1834.
George S., b. 18 ..May, 1856.
Charles J., b. 1!) ~larch, 1850.
H ele n A., b. 18 Dec., 1868.
FRA~CIS

E. 8 (~ athaniel,7 J oshna. 6 Capt.) resides in ~ ewhnryport, :\Iass.; m. Ahlly Lunt, of that city, :\Iay, 1852.

Frank 0., b. ~7 l\larch, ] 8.j:3; m. Florence A. Ellis, of \Y alpole,
1\lass., 23 April, 1878.

JoHx \Y. 8 (Xathani e1,7 Jo:.;hua,r, Capt.) m. Hannah B. :;\Ierrill, of
N en·bnryport, Jan., 1852.
Helen .A., b. l\lay, 185±.
J[attiel b. Feb., and d. Oct., 1863.
Lizzie G., b. 1866.

PINKERTO:N.
Compiled by David Pinkerton.

DA vm, 1 son of :;\Iatthew Pinkerton: was born in Londonderry, 17
June, 1775; m. Susannah, dau. of Dea. Griffin, of
Londonderry; moved to B. in 1817, and settled on
the river road near Salisbury (now Franklin) line.
John Jf., b. 15 .Tune, 1800; m. Hebecca Hastings, of Littleton;
lived and d. at Lockport, N. Y.
Jan e B., b. 20 ~ov., 1802; m. Israel \Vebster, of :Jianchester; d.
1872.
Hamwh D., b. 3 Feb., 1806; d. in 18G2.
Sarah J., b. 12 Nov., 1808; m. J. B. Robertson; moved to Iowa;
d. 1876.
David, b. 3 Nov., 1813; graduated at Dartmouth college; studied
theology at Andover Seminary; grad. 1843; sent to "\Vis.
by Home :Jliss. Society; m. l\lary Ann Hitchcock, of
Galesburg, Ill., in 184;); resides at Grinnell, I. illary, the
oldest, is a teacher in the Zulu mission.
J.l foody J[., b.!) Dec., 1815; 111. Jane Clark, of Portland, 1\le. Two
sons,-Jfyron, the oldest, b. in B., 18 July, 1843; grad.
at Ripon college, \Vis., .Tuly, 1868, and at Chicago Theo.
Sem., April, 1871; sailed for Znlu mission, D Aug., 1871,
with his wife, dau. of II. II. Byington, Chicago, Ill.
Jmnes, b. 2± Oct., 1818; m. l\Iary E. Howser, of Salisbury Mills,
.N. Y.; lives in \Yis.
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PLU~DIER.
Compiled by H elen Elizabeth Plummer.

The Plumm er bmilies of D. were descendants of

F RAx crs/ " ·ho came from En gland in 1633. H e was a linen
weaYer, aml se ttl ed in .N ewbur,r, 1\Iass., 1G3.J. His
first wife, Ruth, cl. I S Aug., Hi-11. H e m., 2d, Ann
Palmer, who d. 18 Oct. , 1GG;) ; 3d, Beatt·ice, widow of
\Villiam Cantlebnry, of Sal em, ~[ass . , :m Nov., 1GG5;
d. 11 J an , 1673. The laud O\nwd Ly him is still
hel<l in th e family.
S amu el, b. 1610.
Joseplt, b. lO:Jo.
1lfary.
S .-\.1\IUEL~

(Francis 1) m. ~fa ry - - ; d. Jan. , 1702.
S amuel, b. 20 April.l047; 111. Joanua Woodbury.
Jlfary , b. S Feb., 1050.
John , b. 11 l\Iay, 1G 5 ~.
Ephraim, b . 10 Sept., 10.5-5.
Jlannah , h. lG F eb., J (j;) 7.
Silcanus, b. 22 Feb., 1058.
Ruth, b. 7 Aug., lOGO.
Elisabeth , b. ID Oct., 1002.
D eborah, b. l;J March, 1005.
Joshu a. b. 2 ,July, lGGS ; } m. Elizabeth Dale.
Lydia, b. 2 July, lOGS.
Bathslt ina, b. 31 July, I 070.

EP IIRAil\1 3 (Samu el/ Francis1)

111.

Hann ah J ac1u es, 1.3 Jan., 1680 .

.Jl. !ary, b. 19 Feb. , 108 1.
Hann ah, b. 12 Oct., 1682 .
Samu el, b. '27 Oct., 1OS±.
Elizabeth, b. :n Nov., 1080.
John, b. 7 Nov., lO SS.
Ruth., u. 5 Nov., 1000.
Daniel, b. 10 l\Iarch, 1003.
Ricltard, b. 3 Aug., 1605.
Bit.field, b. 12 June, 1007.
Sarah, b. 26 ,Jnly, lG!JD.
Emma, b. 21 June, 1704.

SAl\IUEL 4 (Ephraim, 3 Samuel/ F ra.n cis 1) m. Elizabeth - - -.
Joltn, b. 5 F eb., 172'2.

J OHN 5 (Samuel/ Ephmim 3 ) m. Hannah - - - .
Bitfield, b. 11 Feb., 1742.
BrT F IELD 6

(Jolm,5 Samne],4 Ephraim 3) m. Priscilla Hiclmrclson,
of Ches ter, Oct., 17G0; came from Newbury to B.;
settled on land still hel(l by his <lesce mhnts; was
kill ed by a falling tree, 19 :No,·., 1788.
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Ephraim, b. 1771.
John, b. 10 Aug., 1774.
Pr iscilla~

b. 12 Jan., 178G; m. Richard Little, 7 Dec., 1815; d.
Feb., 1825.

~-1

ErHRAnu 7 (Bitfieltl, 6 J ohn, 5 Samne1 4) m. Rachel, tlau. of N ehemiah Cogswell, 31 1\Iay, 1792 ; li \'ell on the homestead ; d. G l\fay, 1193.
Ephraim, b. 29 Aug., 1793.

EPHRAil\I 8 (Ephraim, 7 Bitfielt1 6) m. Lucy, dan. of Henry Gerrish,
11 Jan., 1821, and resided on the homestead inherited
from his fathcr-aftenvarcls removed to the south part
of the ton·n; a man of strict integrity, and an excellent citizen; d. 20 July, 1872.
Polly Littlq, b. 23 Nov., 1821; m. Henry L. Dodge, 17 June, 184:1.
Abiel G., b. ~4 l\lay, 1824.
Priscilla P., b. 28 l\Iay, 1826; m. Luther Gage, 2 March, 1859.
Helen Elizabeth, b. 2G 1\larch, 18:3-±.
Frances Ann, b. 18 Nov., 18~7; m. Albert Reed, 26 Nov., 186!.

ABIEL9 (Ephraim, 8 Ephraim 7 ) m. Kate Baughman, 5 June, 1853;
resides at \Yest Creek, Ind.
Frank B., b. lG Jan., 1858.
Albert fl., b. H March, 1863.
Edwin: b. 19 Aug., 1864.
Jorr~ 7

(Bitfieltl 6) m. Hannah Jackman, 1 Jan., 1799; d. 24: Feb.,
1827.

Bi~field,

b. 9 Nov., 1790.

Nancy, b. 7 Sept., 1801: m. Daniel Emerson; d. 11 :l\Iarch, 1853.
Jeremiah, b. 8 Oct., 18113; d. 1 July, 1867, at Lancaster, Pa.
1./ar!J, b. 25 An g., 1805; m. Charles Abbot, of Lowell, Mass.; d.

Dec., 1868.
Hannah, b. 31 l\Iarch, 1807 ; d. 9 Sept., 1823.
Frederick T., b. 15 Sept., 180!); d. 24: l\Iarch, 1815.
George TV., b. 2!) July, 1814; d. 10 July, 1841.
Frederick T., b. 26 July, 1817; d. 25 Nov., 1853.
jYathan, b. 21 July, 1821; d. 2 Nov., 1873.

BrTFIELD 8 (J ohn, 7 Bitfield 6) m. Susan Chadwick, 2 Nov., 1835; d.
~3 Oct., 1875.
Hannah 1.1., b, () Sept., 1836; d. 13 June, 1$38.
FrankJ., b.lG Feb., 18±!.

JEREl\IIAH 8 (Johu, 7 Bitfie1d 6) m. EJecta Day, of Springfield, :l\Iass.,
~3 April, 1843; d. 13 July, 1867.
Elizabeth Hamlin, b. 14 June, 1845; m. 'Villiam Fowler, 25 Dec.,

1869.
George TV., b. 26 Aug., 18:1:(); d. 4 Aug., 1849.
l.fary Frances,} b l 0 J
! . {d. 29 Aug., 1850.
Frank,
· - nne, 18 9 ' d. 20 June, 1849.
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J.l !m·y Frances, b. 30 l\lay, 18;)4.
Jerernialt. d. from injuries receiveu by a boiler explosion, 18 July,
1867.

FI!AXK J. 9 (Bitfield, 8 J ohn 7) m. Abbie D. Knowles, 17 Sept., 1868.
Hannah Lnuise, b. 27 Feb., 1872.
Jlfm·y Alibie, b. 20 Dec., 1873.
Charlotte 1lf., b. 4 April, 1875.
Geo1'[Je Eitfield, ~b. 23 Auo-. 1876.
Inez Eca
S
::>'
Sarah A1~genette, b. 4 Nov., 1877.

Another branch of the Plummer family came from Newbury,
:Mass. 'l'he first was
JOSEPH 1
BENJAJUIN 2 m. l\Iary \Voocl.
NATHAN/ b. in Rowley, l\hss. ·
NATHAN 4 moYed from Newbury, Mass.; m. Elizabeth Dustin, 18
Oct., 1771; d. on B. Plain, 1773.
.J.lfehitable. b. 25 Feb., 1772; m. Col. Benj. Choate, 20 Nov., 1793;
u. at Enfielu, 17 Dec., 1858.
Nathan, b. in B., 2 April, 1774.
NATHAN 5 (Nathan, 4 Nathan, 3 Benjam.in, 2 Joseph 1) m. Sarah, dau.
of Samuel Ames, 14 June, 1804, and settled on Fish
street. A persevering and energetic business man.
To the care of his farm h e added the business
of lumbering. A good citizen, and highly esteemed;
represented B. in legislature two terms ; d. 7 April,
1848. Sarah cl. 25 Feb., 1842.
Jlfehitable, b. 14 June, 180G; m. 1st, Joseph Gerrish, 11 Nov., 1830;
2d, Thomas Lyford, of Sanbornton, 16 Nov., 1854; d. at
Fishe1·ville. 15 Feb., 1877.
JJ!ary, b. lG Jan., 1810; m. Fisher Ames, of Canterbury, 15 Feb.,
1844. [See Ames Gen.]
Eliza Jan e, b. 31 Oct., 1814; m. Dearborn Glines, 11 June, 1846;
u. 2 Sept., 1877.
Another branch of the Plummer family :
JOSHUA C., Capt., son of Samuel and Dorcas (Coffin) Plummer,
ca,me to Boscawen from Newbury, J\hss., while a youth,
and lived with his uncle, Caleb Knight, Esq. ; afterwards settled upon the Knight homestcad,-the farm
now owned by Capt. George \V. Stone. He is remembered as a man of culture, of gentlemanly bearing,

39
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and one who was active in the promotion of religion
and good order. Removed to Ba'n gor, l\le ., 1829; d.
there 10 Dec., 1844. He m., 1st, Eunice. Knight, 21
?\larch, 1816 ; 2d, Sophia \V. Dix, 25 Dec., 1828.
Children of Eunice:
Caleb K., b. 5 Dec., 1816; d. 28 Oct.,.1818.
Charles F., b. 4 Jan., 1819; d. 4 Sept., 1820.
Luc1·etia A., b. 22 Aug., 1820; d. 3 Dec., 1864; m. Charles Tem-

ple.
Lo11isa, b. ::26 Aug., 1822; d. 12 July, 1876.
TVillimn L., b. 11 l\lay, 182±; d. 17 Dec., 1874.
Catharin e f{., b. 29 April, 1826; d. 2!3 Nov., 1828.
Eunice, b. 16 Sept., 1827; d. 10 Jan., 1828.

Children of Sophia :
Gem·_qe D., b. 8 March, 1830; d. at Memphis, Teun., 12 Oct., 1873.
FrNldie, ~
. .
Eddie, Sd. m mfancy.
Fran ces J.lf. P., b. 23 Dec., 1833; m. Edward L. Pickard.
Lucy H., b. 6 July, 1836; m. - - - Chapin, Otsego, Mich.
Edtcard D., d. Feb., 184-!.
John A., b. 4.l\lay, 1841.
f{atlzerine III., b. 29 April, 18±5.

PRICE.
EBENEZER, 1

},faty

Rev., son of \Yilliam and Sarah Price, -n·as b. in
N ewbnryport, 14 Sept., 1771; m. Lucy Farrer; d. lU
Feb., 1864. [See Biog.J
F., b. 26 Dec., 180±; m. Rev. Addison Kin gsbury, D. D.; resides in Zanesville, 0.

Lucy Ellswm·th, b. 17 Jan., 1808; d. 20 .l\larch, ] 8;59.
Emily Preston, b. 25 Oct., 1809; m. Rev. Zerah H. Hawley; lives

in .l\lemphis, Tenn.
Ebeneza Sewall, b. 1 Feb., 1812; m. Elizabeth \Yilson, of Boston,

l\la'3s. He was trained to mercantile pursuits, which he
followed in B., and afterwards in Boston ; and subsequently for nearly 20 years was in the U. S. revenue service in
Boston, l\Iass.
Frederic C., b. 6 Aug., 1815; was educated at D artmou th; removed
to the ·west; m. l\Iary Belt; practised as a physician.
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PUTNEY.
Compileu by )Iiss Ida Putney, of "rebster.

The Putney family cnme from Scotlnnd. The B. brnuch nre
descencbnts of n fmuily thnt settled in Dunbnrton. In 1752, SAl\IUI<:L PuTNEY 1 nnd n citizen by the nmne of Kimball were cnptured
by Indinns, who nlso undertook to surprise the settlement at
Contoocook, but who were themselves surprised by the settlers nenr the "l\[ountnin." In their hnste to escape they left
young Putney behinll. He settled on "Putney hill," in Hopkinton. His sons were Joseph, lVilUam, .b'noch, Samuel, Stephen.
STEPHEN 2

(SamncP), lJ. 12 Feb., 17G5; enlisted as soldier in the
Tievolution,-seiTecl one yenr and three months. In
1795 he purchased a piece of land of \Vm. Coffin, of
N ewbnry, 1\[ass., and cleared his fnrm, now occupied
by his son, Chnrle:; E. Putney; m., 1st, Snlly Enstman, of Hopkinton, who d. 1809; 2d, Susan Eastman;
3d, Sally Eastman,-three wives of the name of Eastman, and the first and third named Sally. The record
of six of the twelve children of Sally, 1st, is wanting.
Stephen Putney was the father of 22 children. He
wa.s a.n industrious man, and a.n estimable citizen. He
d. 18 Feb., 18·-17.

Children of Sa.lly :
Nelson, b. 10 Aug., 1786.
Enoch, b. 15 July, 1788.
True, b. 1\Iarch, 1800.
Pluma.
Hannah.
Stephen.

Children of Susa.n:
Clarissa.
Sarah.
David, b. 5 Aug., 1812.

Lucy, b. 2 July, 1814.
Azariah.

Children of Snlly:
Charles .Ll fonson, b. 1 Oct., 1820; d. 15 Sept., 1821.
JJ[ary An.rJaline, b. G July, 1825; d. 20 July, 1825.
Charles E., b. 10 June, 1827; m. Susan, dau. of Johu Sanborn;
lives in "\Vebster.
Semantha S., b. 3 Aug., 1829; m. Dustin Spaulding; resides in
Contoocook.

NELsox 3 (Stephen, 2 Sa.mueP), b. 10 Aug., 1786; m. Sa.lly \Vhittier; moved to \-Voodstock, Vt.; d. 20 April, 1872.
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Louis S., b. 17 Jnly, 1810; d. 1 Dec., 1839.
Thomas Elliot, b. 5 Jan., 1816.
Hannah, b.12July, 1817; d.17 April, 1833.

THO)IAS E. 4 (N elson, 3 Stephen 2), b. 5 Jan., 1816; m. Lucretia
Hoyt, of Concord.
Sarah H., b. 26 July, 1848; m. ---l\Iarsh.
B enjamin F., b. D Oct., 18-±5; d. 12 ~lay, 1867.
True N elson, b. Nov., 1847.
Roxa Ann, b. 5 July, 1850; m. ---Leonard.
Jason L., b. G l\larch, 1853.
Rhoda E., b. 16 1\larch. 1857; d. 25 Nov., 1870.
11Iaria H., b. 30 April, 18G2.

ENocn 3 (Stephen 2), b. 15 July, 1788; m. Sally Carlton; settled
on the place now owned by Francis S. Putney, in \V. ;
d. 2 March, 1853.
Fmnces S., b. 20 Oct., 1818 .
.11loses, b. H Dec., 1820; d. 10 NoY., 184:1.
Clw·issa, b. 21 Sept., 1824; d. 3 June, 18-!8.

FRANCIS 8. 4 (Enoch,S Stephen, 2 SamueF), b. 20 Oct., 1820; m.
Nancy Sibley.
TVillie, b. 23 Sept., 184±; d. 11 Feb., 1844.
Fran!..:, b. 12 April, 18-±7; d. 23 Dec., 1840.
TTTillie, b. 2-± l\larch, 18-!0; m. ,Jennie, dau. 'Vm. D. Call, of B.
Clara, b. 28 Sept., I 850; d. 1878 .
.Marv Anna, b. 25 Dec., 1852; m. Sheldon Scribner.
Josephin e, b. 1G Dec .. 1854; d. 2G Dec., 1857.
Ori_qen, b. 20 Dec., 18.56.
Luther, b. 26 July, 1850.
Fred, b. 21 Jan., 1866.

TnuE 3 (Stephen, 2 SamneP), b. NoY., 1800; m. Hester Ann Caull,
of Cambridge, :M:J..; stone-mason. The firm of Sweatt
& Co., of which he was a member, laid the first track
on the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, from the Relay
House to Ellicott's l\Iills,-six miles in six weeks. At
that time (1830-1 835) railroad engineering required
stone ties, or longitudinal blocks of granite to \rhich
the rails were spiked. He also bid a longitudinal
track of stone from Ellicott's l\Iil1s to l\IorrillsYille,ten miles,-requiring 100,000 cubic feet of stone;
also a track from Frenchtown to Newcastle, in Delaware ; also track upon other roads in l\Iaryland. In
183G-'37 he supplied the government with stone for
the public warehouse in Baltimore. In 1838-'39 he
furnished stone for the goYernment in \Vashington.
In 1855 he was appointed master-mason on the new
treasury building, 'Vashington, holding the position
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till lSG-1:. 'fhat massive building has 1·isen wholly
nuder his snperintcndence. He resides in \Vashington.
Plumm er, Sarah, George, Benjamin, Lucy,-al! d. young.
DA YID 3 (Stephen/ SamueP), b. 5 Aug., 1812; settled in 1\Iaryland.
Steph en, George, True, Lttcy, S emantlta.
CHARLES

E. 3 (Stephen/ SamneJ,l), b. 10 J nne, 1827; m. Susan
Sanborn.

Ida J., b. 24: Oct., 1831.
Charles H., b. 1D Feb., 185:3.
Joltn S., b. 27 .Jan., 185.1.
Cora E., b. 2D Sept., 1858.
Bertha 1lfay, b. G .Jnly, 18G8.

QUIMBY.
h.L.tc/ b. at New Ch ester (Hill), 1 NoY., 178-1:; d. 7 Feb., 18-1:8;
m. Polly Sargent, of New Chester, .Nov., 1812, who
was b. 31 Oct., 1781, n.ml tl. 29 Dec., 1844.
Ti1·::alt J., b. 12 Sept., 1815; m. Lnther Winchester, of Providence,
H. I.
Joltn S., b. 28 June, 18::?:3; d. 8 Sept.,1876, at B.

Joux S. 2 (Isaac 1) settl ed in B. in 1852; m. Jane B. Dustin, of
Hill, 27 NoY., 1845; who was b. ::n July, 1825. She
is the sixth gen. in descent from Hn.nnah Dustin.
Andrew E., b. 4 .Jan., 1847.
Jlary J., b. 30 Nov., 1848; m. Charles H. 'Veeks, of 'Vest Thornton, 1:3 l\Iarch, 1867.
Lucina T .. b. H June, 1851 i m. George L. Pillsbury, of B., 2 Dec.
1873.
Genrge L., h. 8 Nov., 1853.
John C .. b. 1G .Tnly, 1856.
Annie 1ll., b. 17 April, 1859; d. 15 Oct., 186:3.
Etf,carrl TV., b. 7 Oct., 18G-!.
Jlattie II., b. 5 April, 1868.
ANDREW

E. 3 (John S., 2 Isaac1) is station agent at North B.; m.
Alice N. Page, of Thornton, 10 Dec., 1873.

George A., b. 11 Oct., 187!.
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ROLFE.
Compiled by John Kimball.

The ancestors of the Rolfe families in B. and Concord were
two brothers, who came from England and settled in Newbury,
1\Iass., about 1635. The tradition was, that these brothers were
the ancestors of all the Rolfes in this country; bnt the records of
Ipswich, l\fass., show that in 1640 there were two men in that
town by the name of Daniel and Ezra Rolfe: so this tradition is
erroneous.
HEXRY, 1 with his wife Honour, awl his brother John, with his
wife Esther, were in N ewbnry before 1642.
Jol!1y, BenJamin, and two daughters.
J OHN 2 (Henry 1) m. and lived a short time in N ewbnry, then
moved to Nantucket, and from there to Cambridge.
He had 14 or 15 chil<1ren. Five of his sons went to
\Voodbridge, N. J. Their descendants generally spell
their name Rolph.
BEXJAl\IIX 2 (Henry 1) m. Apphia, only danghter of Thomas Hale,
an early settler in N ewhnry, and the ancestor of the
Hales in New England and New York
John, BenJamin, Henry, Nathaniel, Samttel, and four daughters.
J OHN 3 (Benjamin, 2 Henry 1) was the ancestor of the families of
that name who settled in B.
John.

BEXJAl\IIX 3 (Benjamin 2) ·was the minister killed by the Indians
in their attack at Haverhill, 1\Iass., in 1708.
HENRY 3 (Benjamin 2) was the ancestor of the Rolfe families of
Concord.
Nathaniel.
JoHx 4 (.John,S Benjamin, 2 Henry1) m. Judith Dole, 7 Oct., 1713.
Ricltard, b. 14 Feb., 171G; d. 2:3 Dec., 17:35.
John, b. 10 Feb., 1718; d. young.
Hannah, b. 25 Dec .. 17~0; m. :N"athaniel Rolfe. 4
Enoch, b. 25 Feb., 1725 or 1/~(j; m. lluth Ilsley.
BenJamin, b. 25 Dec., 1731.

BENJAl\IIX 5 (John/ John, 3 Benjamin/ Henry 1) came from Xewbur.v, l\Iass.; m. Lydia Pearsons, :?3 Dec., 1760; settled on High street; d. 1823.
John. b. 27 July, 1762.
Elizabeth, called Betsey, b. 20 Feb., 1765; d. June, 1853.
Silas, b. 8 Jan., 17G7; d. 18±6.
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Judith, b. ~1 Dec., 1709; d. April, 1847.
Amos, d . yonng.
Benjamin, b. 20 Jan., 1773.

J OHN 6 (Benjamin5 ) settled on Battle street; d. Sept., 1833.
John, b. 9 l\lay, 1785; m. Hoflanna Burbank, 31 May, 1814.
Amo.~, b. 1~ \pril. 17137; d. '27 Jan., 1811.
LJ;tlia, b. ~5 Sept., 1791; d. Feb., 1875 .
.llficlwel, b. 1 11 Feb., 170:3; d. 28 Jan., 1810.
Eliza, b. 29 .Tnly, 1797.
Judith, b. 1:} Feb .. 1790.
Paul, b. '27 Oct., 1802; d. Sept., 1824.
NanC!J, b. 2;) Sept., 1806; d. '27 l\Iarch, 1830.
Susatt P., b. Sept., 1808; d. 17 Oct., 1877.
Jeremiah, b. 8 Jan., 1812.

SILAS 6 (Benjamin:;) m. Nancy Perkins; moved to northern N. Y.
Sarah, b. 5 April, 170±.
Amos, b. 7 .July, 1795.
Pear.~on, b. :.!0 Sept., 1798.
Benjamin, b. 15 March, 1800.

BEXJA:mx 6 (Denjamin 5) succeeded to the homestead of hi:; father;
m. l\Iargaret, dan. of Rev. Jonathan Searle, of Salis·
bury. He bad a fondness for mechanical labor ; and
in ac1tlition to the cares of his farm employed himself
making wood aqueducts and pumps. Nearly all of
that kind of business in the en.st part of th e town was
1lo11 e under his direction. Many of his pumps made
from the old white pine are now in use, and are preferreJ b~~~ome to the modern inventions. He d. 19
Jan., ltlD/.
Three children, d. young.
Enoch Sanbnm, b. 12 ~lay, 1819.
Ilem·!J Pear.~ons, b. 13 Feb., 1821.
Charles Benjamin, b. April, 1823; d. 1 Oct., 1851.

Al\IOS 7 (.John, 6 Benjamin, 5) m. Fanny Burbank, 18 Nov., 1813.
Davit/ C., b. 17 Feb., 1815.
Louisa, b. 5 Sept., 1816; m. N. Colby; d. 11 Nov., 18-18.
TVilliam, b. 8 Aug., 1819; d. 13 Feb., 1844.
Rosannah , b. 7 Nov., 1821; m. Lugby Sherwood.
Albat, b. 3 .June, 1824.
Hiram., b. 10 .May, 1&27; d. 24 Aug., 1854:.
Harriet, b. 1 Feb., 18::20; d. 11 ,July, 1849 .
.Afelissa, b. 7 .:\larch, 183:2; d. 2:3 June, 1867.

JEREl\IIAII7 (Jolm, 6 B enjamin5 ) m. Lucy Ann, dan. of Caleb
Smith, 4 Oct., 1843. In early life he manifested a
love for mechanicn.l bbor. In mn.nhooJ his services
were in demand by bridge-builders, mill-owners, and
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carpenters, from whom he obtained constant employment and good compensation. Declining health compelled him to return to his farm on High street.
Jolzn Smith, b.ll Feb., 1850; drowned in Merrimack river, 17 July,
1870.
Kate Evvie, b. 10 1\Iay, 1856; d. 1 July, 1865.

HEXRY PEARsoxs 7 (Benjamin 6). educated at New· Hampton Institution, and entered Dartmouth coli.; graduated in
184:8; stndied law in the office of Asa Fowler, of Concord; admitted to practice, 1851, forming a co-partnership with the late A. S. 1\Iarshall; elected to the legislature from Concord, 1853, and after the 'city "·as
incorporated, from \Yard 5, 1SG3, 18G·l; appointetl
U. S. district attorne~· for N. H., hy President Grant,
1869, an office he hehl till 1874; m. l\Iary Rebecca,
clan. of Robert H. Sherburne, 22 Nov., 1853.
Jlfarshall P., b. 29 Sept., 18;jJ; d. 6 Aug., 1862 .
.Margaret F., b. 12 Jan., 1857; d. 2 1\lay, 1857.
Ilem·ietta 1lf., b. 17 .Tan., 1861: d. 22 Sept., 1862.
Robert He11ry, b. lG Oct., 18G3.
George Hamilton, b. 2± Dec., 1866.

DAVID C. 8 (Amos 7) m. :Mary E. Smith, June, 1856.
Geor(Je, b. 31 May, 1857.
]?rank, b. 11 Nov., 1851.
Lewis, b. 20 Sept., 186±; d. 13 Sept., 1877.

ALBERTs (Amos 7) m. 1\Iary Alexantler, Claremont.
Angie, b. 17 Dec., lSW.

The Rolfe families of Conconl were connected "·ith those of
viz.:

n.,

NATHAXIEL 4 (Henry, 3 Benjamin 2) married
HAXXAn 5 (John, 4 John, 3 Benjamin 2) had nine chiltlren. rrhey
moved to Concord, and settled on what is now the
city farm in \Yard 3.
XATHAXIEL 5 (Nathaniel 4) m. widow Judith Chan<ller, dan. of
Rev. Timothy \Valker, and settled near the mouth of
Contoocook river; d. 15 1\o,·., 18:?0.
Abiel, b. 6 April, 1781; unmarried; d. 19 Feb., 1840.
Jane. b. 21 Jan., 1782; m. Nathan Chandler.
Ilenry, b. 31 Aug., 178?5; m. Deborah Carter.

BEXJAl\nx 5 (Nathaniel/ Henry, 3 Benjamin/ Henry 1), b. in Haverhill, 1\Iass., 31 1\Iay, 1752; m. 1\Iolly Sweatt, and
had six children. The youngest,-
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BENJAl\u~}

h. in Rumford, 1\Ie., 10 F eb., 179G; m. l\fary N.
Flanders, tlau. of l\Irs. D aYid J ackman, of B., 28 Dec.,
1820; lived at the t oll-house a t B. bridge for a time ;
se ttled in Concord; d. 12 Jan., 1 ~ G7.
Ilarriet, b. 8 July, 1822; m. John ,V. Brown.

Iliram, b. 24 Dec .. 1823; m. Georgianna Coombs.
Jlfar!J Ann, b. 30 Nov., 1828; m. A. C. Osbmn e ; cl. 3 Feb., 1854.
Charlotte, b. 2G Sept., 18!3:3; m .•Jonathan C. H arvey.
Da vid Jackman , b. 2!) April, 1838 ; m. Adelia Carn er.
Eli::a N eu;ell, b. ±Feb., 1842; d. 30 Sept., 1804.

RUS S.
Jonx 0. 1 m. Sophronia S., clan. of \Vm. H. Gage.
haac Oage. b. 2 Sept., 18:3G.
John Franklin , b. 2!) June, 1830.
William G., b. :Jiay, lSH; d. in infancy .
IsAA C GA GE 2 (.John 0.1), h. 2 Sept. , 18:3G; m .. 1st, Semantha R.
Lang ; 2d, B etsey Steve ns; 3ll, An n Di ck ey.
Child of Bet sey :
Sophronia G . , b. 2± Aug., 1860.

Joux FrrANKLrx 2 (.John 0. 1), h. 2D Jan. , 1839; m. A ug nstaJ.
•
Plumer.
llan·y, b. 7 Sept., 18G5.
Ern est, b. Hi June, 187G.
SLEEPER.
NEIIE:\II.AII

2

D. , R ev. (Thomas 1) , lJ. in A n<lon•r, 3 ,July, 1193 ; m.
Charlott e, clan. of Jam es Taylor , of S utton . 31 Jan. ,
1822; mo n el t o B. in 1 ~3i5 , aml l•ecmn e mini st er of
t1Ie Christ ian Union R eli g ious Society, remaining till
1RJ2. H e resided in th e house n ow occupied by
H orace Simpson. Hi s wife d 1 Dec., 1839. His
preachin g was acceptable t o hi s church, a nd he labored
zealously while in town. H e re~i cl es at Contoocook.

Carolin e, b. 18 l\Iay, 1826 ; m. Chas. H ..Jackman; m oved to l\Iaine.
Joseph T. , b. 7 Dec., 1834 ; m. H elen R. Dole, 17 .Tan., 1860; resides in Concord.
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SMITH.
Al\IBROSE/

Rev., b. in Ossipee, 9 July, 1820; m. Cynthia l\L
Edgerton. [See Biog. J

Francis E., b. ill Northfield, Vt., 8 April, 1831; m. Eliza A.
Currier, 13 May, 1873; farmer; lives in Hartford, Vt.
Lyndon A., b. in B., 15 July, 1854; member of the class of '80,
Dartmo11th colle~e.
Justin Harvey, b. in B., l3 Jan., 1857; grad. at Dart. coli., 1877.
He was one of five who have obtain ed perfect marks in
Dartmouth since its founding, in 17GO; appointed private
secreta1·y to the superintendent of schools of Boston, and
was principal of the N epouset en·ning school. In 1878
was appointed literm·y assistant to Hon. John D. Philbrick, superintende11t of the United States educational exhiLit at the Paris Exposition of 1878.

STONE.
Compiled by Alfred Little.

GEORGE/

Capt.. was b. at Lexington. ~Iass .. 21 :;\Iarch, 1760, ancl
d. at \Yest B., 8 Dec., 1834:. He was a soldier of the
ReYo]ution, enlisting at the age of 15. and sened fiye
~·ears ; participated in the l•attles of Brandywine,
Stillwater: and other engagements; \Yitnessed the sur-"
render of Burgoyne; endured the suffering and priYation of the winter encampment at Yalley Forge; and
was wounded at the battle of .:;\Ionmouth. On the return of peace, he settled in B., lmt the depreciation of
Continental money left him so poor that be had only
twenty cents to begin life \Yith. By industry he \Yas
soon able to purchase twenty acres, upon \Yhich he
commenced funning, and in tim e acqnired land sufficient to giYe each of his eight children a homestead.
He m., 1st, Hannah LaYering, of Kingston, about
1788, who d. 27 Dec., 1826, aged 65; 2d, Abigail
Currier, of Canterbury, in 1830, who d. 18 April,
1849, aged 66.

Children of Hannah :
Sarah, b. 28 Dec .. 1789; d. D Jan., 1858; m. :\loses Call, of Salisbury, in 1829, who d. 1 l\lay, 18:18.
John, b. 28 }'eb., 17!)2; d. 2i5 .Jan., i870.
Amos, b. 20 June, 179-±; d. G Feb., 1875.
Polly, b. 27 ::\Iay, 17!)7; m. Benj. C. Swasey, of Canterbury, 1831.
Peter, b. 11 Dec., 17f.l9.
George TV., L..) Sept., 1802.
Hannah, b. H Feb., 1804; d. 27 Nov., 186±; m. Samnel D. Couch,
of \Ve:-;t B .• 26 April, 1830.
Royal, b. 27 July, 1807.

GENEALOGICAL-STONE.

613

J OII:N 2 (George/ Capt.) lived on Battle st., \Vebster; was dmfted
in 1814 for three months, aml stationed at Portsmouth; m. Submit Sweatt, of \Vest B.
B enjamin S., b. Hi June, 1815; lives on Battle st.; m. Frances C.,
dan. of Z. G. ·w hitman, Esq., W est B., :?8 July, 18:10.
Hiram G., b. 2± :\lay, 18:?::?.
Al\IOS 2

(George/ Capt.) lived on Battle st., afterwards at Canterbury; m. Na11cy A. Couch, of \Vest B., 31 Dec., 1818,
who d. 22 Nov., 1874.
lllary A., b. 1 Ang., 1819; m., 1st, Gco. "\V. Shackford, of Barrington, 27 Nov .. 18-!::?; 2d, Frank C. Smith, of Concord, 13 l\Iarch. 1835.
Eli::a C .• b. H Oct., 1820; m. llenj. F. Call, of Salisbury, '27
Nov., 18-15.
Gilman C., b. 11 1\Iarch, 1823.
Jm A., b. 13 June, 1825; d.15 Oct., 1846.
Joseph TVwTen, b. 10 Oct .. 18::?7.
Ha1walt A., b. 12 April, 1830; m. John B. Sanborn, of Concord, 2
April, 1856.
Jlenry F., b. 20 Aug., 1833.
Royal H., b. 15 .June, 1837; d. 9 l\Iarch, 18-!2.
Nancy .J., b. 13 Oct., 183G; d. 13 l\larch, 18±::? .
.Jiyron H., b. 18 1\larch, 18-!3.

PETEn/ Dea. (George/ Capt.), resides nt the hom estead on Pro,·ince road, near the Blackwater; m. Ruth Ca11, of B.,
27 Dec., 1824, who wns b. 31 Dec., 1802 [see Biog.J.
Phebe C., b. 2± Sept., 182.5; d. 22 July, 1863; m. John A.
1\fcClure, of B., l\Iarch, 18±8.
Charles J. F., b. 21 April, 1827; d. 19 April, 1860.
Ilann ah E., b. 12 Dec., 1828; d. 2G Oct., 1865; m. Geo. T. Sanborn, of West B., 13 Jan., 1850.
Silas C., h. 14 Nov., 18:30.
.Mary .T., b. 18 Sept., and d. 22 Nov., 1832.
J1.Iary J., b. 3 Nov., 180:3; 111. l\Ioses F. Heath, of "\\Test n., '25
,June, 18 3~.
Ruth E., b. 18 Dec., 183.); d. :?3 March, 18±1.
Charlotte A., b. 25 .Feb., 18:3!); m., ht, .John Sawyer, of Concord;
:!d. Joshua. Sargent, of San Francisco, Cal., Aug., 1865.
Frederick P., b. 24 l\Iarch, 18-U.
Nathan J., b. 11 June, 18-!3.
Emma It., b. G Jnly, 18±5; m. Frank II. Swett, of Andover, 9
Oct., 186:3; resides in Sauta. Ro.:;a, Cal.

GEOIWE \Y./ Capt. (George/ Capt.), resi<l e" in \Vebster, on the
farm form erly owned by CalelJ Knight, Esq.; m. Julia.
A. Sweatt, of \Ye:;t B., 13 1\In,r, 1833.
Caroline, b. 4 1\Iarch, 1S:H; d. 4 Sept., 18-!2.
Catharine, b. :!0 Oct., 1838; d. l!) Feb .. 1863; m. Joseph \Varren
Stone, of West B., 20 Nov., 1855.
Cyrus A., b. 10 Jan., 18:1~.
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Jlfarcia A., b. 4 April, 18!4; d. 7 Nov.,
Ella F., b. 26 Nov., 18-!G.

186~.

George H enry, b. 17 Feb., 1850; m. Lottie J. Seavey, of B., 3 Jan.,
1877.
Jllarietta, b. 17 Ang., 1852; m. Benj. Pettengill, of Salisbury, 13
l\ray, 1870.
Julia .Augusta, b. 18 ::\Iay, 185G.

RoYAL 2 (George/ Capt.) settled in Andover; m. Ruth Currier,
of Canterbury, who was h. 19 Sept., 1821.
Christiana C., b. 18-!0 [?]; m., 1st, Hichard Davis; 2d, - - l\Ianuel, of Frnnklin.
George R., b. 1G l\lay, 1843; grad. at Dart. coll.; practised law at
Lynn, l\Iass.; m. Ella M. Chandler, of .:.\Ie.

IIntAl\I G. 3 (John/ George, 1 Capt.), resides on Battle st., \Yehster; has Leon succe::;sful as a writer. farmer, and orchardist; m., 1st, .J lary Ann C. Ticknor, of Lebanon,
26 Jan., 18-!7, who d. 10 :NoY., 1856; 2Ll, Lucinda
Lane, of Epsom, 5 Dec., 1851.
Children of :Mary Ann :
..Jfelvin T., b. 28 July, ] 85±.
Jfm·y Ann T., b. 18 Ang., 185G; d. :?1 Sept., lSiO.

Child of Lucinda :
Ina

~I.,

GILl\IA~

b. 20 Sept., 18G8.

C. 3 (Amos, 2 George/ Capt.) resides in \Vebster; is a, carpenter; m. ~Iary F. Boutelle, of Hopkinton, 29 N oY.,
1855.

Ira Francis, b. 8 ,July, and d. 21 Oct., 18G2.
Arthur JV., b. 23 Oct., 18G5.

J osEPH \YARREX 3 (..Amos/ George/ Capt.) resides in Canterbury;
m., 1st, Catharine Stone, of \Yest B ., 28 Xo,r., 1855;
2ct 11Iary J. LoYering, of Loudon, 19 ·F eb .. 186-!.
Children of :Mary:
Gate J., b. 7 .Jan., 18GJ.
Carrie .LY., b. 7 March, 18G8; d. 28 July, 1871.
Ira TV., b. 1 Dec., 1873.

HEXRY F. 3 (Amos,Z G eo rge~ 1 Capt.) liYes in :\I::mche~t e r; m.
Adelia A. B. Sanborn, of \Vest B., 11 Oct., 185;3.
Oscar P., b. 2-! Sept., 18;)8.
Clarence P., b. 11 Nov., 18G3; d. 12 Oct., 1877.
~Inw~

H. 3 (Amos/ George/ Capt.) liYes in J\lancbester; m.
Hannah )loore, of Canterbury, 28 July, 1860.

Leona G., b. 18 Jnly, 1870.
Leon ili., b. 13 Aug., 1871.
B ertha L.~ b. ]5 ~larch, 1876.
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CHARLES J. F., 3 Esq. (Peter, 2 Dea., George,I Capt.), was a member of the military academy at Norwich, Vt.; afterwards studied law with Austin F. Pike, Esq., at
Franklin, and at the Cambridge Law School; was admittecl to the bar aml practised law at Plymouth; m.
Abby A. \Veare, of Andover, 20 Sept., 1855.
George TV., b. 11 Nov., 1857;} graduates of Dart. coll.,-class of
Charles TV., b. 6 Ang., 1850;

SILAS

1878.

c.,a Dea.

(Peter, 2 Dea., George/ Capt.), resides at \Vest
Ro.xlmry, l\lass.; a successful teacher; is now master
of the Sherwin school, Boston; m. Julia A. Pattee, of
Goff:::;town, 6 Feb., 1854.

Alaric, b. 28 Jan., 1855.
S. Abbie, b. 10 July, 1861.
Annie F. S., b. 3 Aug., 1867.

FimDERI CK P., 3 Capt. (Peter/ Dea., George/ Capt.). [See Biog.J
Charles F., b. 22 Nov., 1868.
Josephin e L., b. 7 Feb., 1870.
Hub ert H. B., b. 2± Sept., 1871.
Dora B., b. 1873; d. 1874.

NATIUX J. 3 (Peter. 2 Dea., George/ Capt.) resides in Santa Rosa,
Cal. ; was for several years clerk in the bookstore of
the Bancrofts, at San Francisco; travelled extensively
for them in the territories, Cal., and the Atlantic
states ; also in Europe, for a firm in Y okahama, Japan,
where for the last five years he has been engaged in
mercantile business; m. Annie Call, of San Francisco,
Cal.
Infant son, b. 16 and d. 17 May, 1876.
Infant dan., b. 19 and d. 20 Jan., 1878.
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TEl\IPLE.
Compiled by Dea. Wm. Temple,

"~oburn,

1\Iass.

The name of Temple dates back in English history to the 11th
century. The first of the name in America was
RoBERT, 1 of Saco, l\Ie. According to tradition, he was killed by
the Indians in 1675, and the family moYed to Lynn or
Boston.
RICHARD, 2 one of the sons, "·as indentured to Dea. Thomas Bancroft, of Reading, ancestor of the historian, Hon. Geo.
Bancroft. He m., in 1693, Deborah, clan. of Thomas
Parker, and reared a family of ten chihlren.
JoxATHAx, 3 the third child, was b. 1698 or 1699, aucl m., 1st,
Sarah Harndou, 1734; 2cl~ Sarah Damon, in 1759.
He d. 20 l\Iay, 1789. Had six children.
DANIEL/ the youngest, h. 4 Aug., 1767; m., l 7 Oct., 1788, Sarah
Beard.
DANIEL, 5 b. 23 Dec., 1789; grad. Dartmouth coiL, 1817, and Anclover TheologicaJ Seminary, 18:!1; ordained missionary of the American Board at Bridgewater, l\Iass., 3
Oct., 1821; m. Rachel, tlau. of Col. Timothy Dix, of
B., 4 Dec., 1~21, missionary at l\Ialta; d. in Reading, 9 Ang., 1851.
Daniel. L. 13 Nov., 18~~; m. Louisa 1\1. ~ewlin.
Charles, b. 20July, 18~4; m., 1st, Lucretia, dau. of Joshua Plummer, of Bangor, formerly of B.; 2<1, Ursula E. Chapin;
lives in Otsego, 1\Iich.
Catherine, b. 2± Dec .. 182.5; d. 16 April, 1827.
William, b. 30 Dec., 1826; d. 8 :\Iarch, 1827.
Jon~}

fifth child of Richard/ b. 21 Oct., 1704; m. Rebecca,
clau. of Ebenezer Parker; had seven children.

\VrLLIAM/ b. 3 Jan., 1745; m. Rebecca \Yestou; had three
children.
\VrLLIAl\r,5 b. 5 June, 1773; m. Zerviah, clan. of Zebulon Richardson, of ·\Voburn; d. 27 April, 1802.
\VILLIAl\r, 6 b. 15 Sept., 1801; only child of \Villiam. 5 I_Jearned
blacksmithing; m. Susanna Noyes, 12 J uue, '1823;
settled in B., where he carried on blacksmithing many
years ; has resided at East \Voburn since 1865 ; was
captain of artillery; deacon of Congregational church;
has been much interested in history and genealogy;
was one of the original subscribers to the N. E. Gen.
Register; an ardent aclYocate of anti-slavery, temperance, and other reforms.
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'VEBSTER.
'VILLIAJU 1 descended from the 'Vebsters of Hampstead ; settled
in Salisbury, N. H.
Nathaniel, b. 1;") Feb., 1781.
Eben ezer, b. 1-1 Aug., 1787.
1Vm·cester, b. 1704.
Benjamin, d. at Haverhill.
TVilliam, d. in Canada..
Ruth, d. at Hill.
.Mary, b. 177D; d. at B., 25 Dec., 1847.
Amos, d. at Crescent City, Ill.

N A1'IIANIEL 2 (\Vi11iam 1) m. Betsey, dan. of l\foses Sawyer, of
SaJisLury, 1 Nov., 1815; d. 8 Aug., 1828.
Betsey S., b. 11 Feb., 1817; d. 8 Sept., 1825.
1Yathaniel S., b. 11 l\Iay, 1818; m. Lucy Ann Lord, 2 July, 1846;
representative in 1876 and 1877. Two children,-Julia
A., a1Hl Clu1rles I.
William , b. 20 Feb., 1821; d. 8 Aug., 1826.
Ann Httth , b. 2G :Xov., 1823; m. Rev. Horace Eaton, D. D., Palmyra, N. Y. Three children living.

EDEXEZER/ Col. (\Yilliam 1), b. 14: Aug., 1787; m. Sarah, l1is
cousin, dan. of Hon. Ebenezer 'Vebster_, and sister of
Daniel and Ezekiel; engaged in trade in Hill from
1815 to 18..!:6, when he removed to B., where he d. 3
June, 1861. He was colonel of militia.
Emily, b. 12 Feb., 180D; m: E. K. 'Vebster,

1\I.

D.,

of Hampstead.

'VoRCESTER2 ('Yilliam 1), b. 1794:; m., 1st, Polly Pettengill, of
Salisbury; 2<1, l\fary ,Jane, clau. of Hou. Silas Betton,
and grand-daughter of :Matthew Thornton, one of the
signer~ o~ the Declaration of Independence.
Charles Williams, b. 14 Sept., 1826; m. Lucia l\I., dau. of John
Greenough, of B.
George 1Vorcester, b. 1831; d. June, 1860.
},fary .Ann, b .•July, 183D; m. Chas. E. Johnson; resides in Brook-

line, l\Iass.

ELIPHALET K., son of Rev. Josiah, of Hampstead, b. 3 1\Iay,
1802; m. Emily, dan. of Col. Ebenezer 'Vebster, of
Salisbury. [See Biog.J
Daniel Dana, b. 11 .Feb., 1835; m. l\Iartha Susan, dau. of Dea.
Joseph Pillsbury, of B.; resides in l\liddlebury, Vt.; one
child,-Alice Emily, b. 1 .Feb., 1870.
Sarah Elizabeth, b. 3 Sept., 1837; m. Alfred Livingston, l\I. D., of
Lowell, l\lass.; one child.
Emily l.Iaria, b. 17 Jan., lSH.
Edith, b. 24 Oct., 1868.
Edward !\.n ight, b. 5 Aug., 1848; merchant at Pittsfield, N.H.
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\YEBSTER.
Compiled by Cllarlotte (Webster)
EBEXEZER,

~lace.

b. inN ewbury, Yt., in 1778, on the "ox-bow " farm;
m. Betsey, clan. of Eben \V eils, of New Hampton, in
1802; rnoYetl to B., April, 1816; lived on Fish street,
and afterwards near the church. In 1823 he built a
house near the "Gulf," and lived there till 18±7; d.
in Piermont, 26 Sept., 1850. His wife, b. 1786, d. at
B. 29 Dec., 1863. They had eight children.

Parker, b. 1803; d. in infancy.
Parker, b. 24: June, 1803; m. Hannah, dau. of Elisha Drew, of
Portsmouth, 10 May, 1827; d. in Concord, 13 Dec., 1863.
Ephraim, b. 30 t.Iarch, 1807; m. Elisabeth Steyens, of l\lanchester,
1831; d. 23 June, 1831.
Freeman, b. 12 Aug., 1809; m. Nancy, dau. of ~athan Emery, of
Canterbnrv: resides in Concord.
Betsey, b. 13 Sept.: 1811; m. 'Vm. Campbell, of Manchester, 31
Aug., 18-!2.
TValter, b. 12 Sept., 1813; m. Catharine Stevens, of Plymouth,
1838.
]Jarilla B., b. 11 Sept., 1815; m. D. F. Lane, of Gilmanton, 3
July, 1842.
J.lfary P., b. 11 Aug., 1820; m. John Adams, April, 1848; d. :?3
April, 1872.

MISCELLANY.
OFFICIAL HISTORY.
t

ii'ir_HE corpora.te existence of Boscawen began in 1760; tha.t of
· ~ \Vebster in 1860. In jts centennjal year the town wa.s
c.liYided. The ca.nses that brought about the division were many.
The geographical features made a division practicable. Beaver
dam, entering the town from the north a.ncl running clue south,
parallel with the eastern and western boundaries, would be a natural dividing line.
The changes brought about by the construction of the Northern
and Concord & Cla.remont railroads, the cha.nges of tra.de,-those
living in Bashan doing their trading at Concord, those west of
Long pond having more in common with Contoocook, or with
\Varner, than with Boscawen Plain,-were influences tending to
a division.
There was no bond of nnion,-no centralizing force. The
meeting-house question had been a disturbing element as early
as 1791 [see p. 137], when 71 citizens, living west of Beaver dam,
had petitioned for a new town. The remodelling of the meetinghouse on the Plain in 1840, making it necessary to hold the
amuutl meetings at the \Vest end two years in succession, brought
up the question of a. division once more.
In civil history, important events are sometimes the outcome
of insignificant ca.uses. An influence more potent than those
already cited was the purchase of a fire engine, to be located at
Fisherville. Some of the voters of the \Vest end were much
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incensed at such a disposition of the pnldic funds. They complained that the vote was carried through after the majority had
gone home.
The growth of Fisherville, the increase of taxable property, the
feeling of property-holders at the East end that the large nnm ber
of bridges across the Blaek\\'ater was a burden, were influences
that had weight with re~illents of th e East end, who believed that
it would be for their interest to haYe the town dividetl.
Political and geographical considerations and party ascenclency
were disturbing elements. From 1824, when the population was
sufficient to entitle the town to two representatives, the proper
distribution of public offices among political aspirants was a
disturbing element in political parties. Each section claime<.l
its share. Sectional rivalries and personal jealousies ·were engendered.
These and other causes combined, finally resulted in a petition
to the legislature from the residents, mainly at the East enLl, for
a division, they retaining the name and the records. The petition was resisted. It was felt to be a hardship by the majority
at the \Vest end to be thrust out in such a manner; to be cast off
offensively; to have a name forcell upon them not of their choosing; to be deprived of their inheritance in the historic fame of
Boscawen, which had maintained its position during the Indian
troubles of the colonial period, when other frontier toYI'ns,-Hopkinton, \Yarner, and Salisbnry,-were abandoned; to be cut off
from a town that could number among its citizens men who had
'vritten their names large on the roll of honor.
\Vhether the action of the petitioners was wise or umvise,
whether the material interests of the community as a whole
would be advanced or retarded, men did not stop to consider;
passion crowded out reason; the time had come for a division. In
communities as well as in families, from the time of Abraham and
Lot to the present day, separation is sometimes better than union.
Possibly the citizens of the \Vest end thought that their fellowcitizens of the East end did not emulate the · example of the
patriarch of the Hebrew race in bringing about the division; and
now, that time has thrown its mellowing influences over the transaction, citizens of the East end may possibly see that a t1i·dsion
might have been brought about with less irritation and bitterness.
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So, after one lnmdrell years of corporate existence, Boscawen
cut off one half of its territory and estaLli::shed the town of \Vebster.
It has been eharaderistic of the people, from the first settlement, to sf•lect good men to conduct their public affairs. Singularly fortunate has bc·en their selection of town-clerk. Of a1l the
original proprietors, not one probal•ly posse::ssetl higher qualifications for that office than Joseph Coffin, aiHl when the plantation
became a town, the man be::st qualified for the office, George Jackman, "·as chosen, holding it from 1760 to 179G.
Equally well qualified was ,Joel Freneh, who held the office from
1807 till his death in 1810. His succe::ssor, ~amucl \V. Lang,
who held the po~ition from 1810 to 1817, was the equal of his
pret1ecessors. From 1817 to 1856, Hezekiah lfellows, a magistrate who understood forms~ pains-taking, metlwtlical, a fair penman, kept the records. Thus, Ly choosing, in the main, competent men for this office, the records of BoscaV~·en have been preserved almost intact.
In the selection of selectmen the citizens have, with Lut few
exceptions, chosen men who were co1~1petent to transact the 1msiness, and who were animated by a sincere desire to promote the
interests of the town rather than their own aggrandisement.
There has been but one notable exception, which occurred at the
close of the last century: when all the worst elements in the community united to obtain power. The leaders, \Vinthrop Carter
and Thomas Thorla, were able men, and, through the influence
they exercised, directed the affairs of the town during 1796 and
1797. The first year, however, they were checkmated at every
step by Enoch Little,-the second of the name in the town,who was elected third selectman. In 1707, Carter, Thorla, and
Daniel Shepard were elected, and managed as they pleased. Their
accounts became confused, and there "·as a deficit which they could
not explain. They were arraigned not only at the bar of public
opinion, but before a committee of investigation. It was the old
story: the men who had seized the ship could not manage it, and
they were ignominiously thrown overboard the next year. \Vith
this exception the affairs of the town have been conducted with a
fidelity that presents a pleasing contrast to the municipal management of many other localities in these later years.
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The men who have been selectetl to represent the towns haYe
been citizens of high character. Col. Henry Gerrish, George Jackman, Capt. Joseph Gerrish, Maj. Enoch Gerrish, and Capt. Benjamin Little, were the representatives of the last century. These
five men represented the town from 1760 to 1801.
During the first quarter of the present centnry, such men as
Timothy Dix, Caleb Knight, Ezekiel \Vebster, Joseph Little,
Jeremiah Gerrish, l\Iaj. Enoch Gerrish, and Col. Isaac Chandler,
acted as legislators. Their snccessors in the next quarter were
snch men as Hezekiah Fellows, Col. John Farmer, Capt. ,Joseph
Ames, J olm Greenough: l\Ioses Fellows, Thomas Coffin, \Yilliam
H. Gage, Benjamin Kimball, Nathan Plummer, Alwaham Burhank, Richard Gage, Simeon B. IJittlP, Joseph Morrill, Rev.
Ebenezer Price, Elln·it1ge :F. Grernough, Abiel R. Chand.ler,
Nathan Pearson, Jr., Thomas Gerrish, Luke Corser, Caleb Smith,
and Calvin Gage.
Of these, all hnt three are numbered among the dead,-their
life-work over,-and the historian may freely speak of them.
They were men who honored the town~ who sought. its welfare,
who a1lowed no private interest or personal ambition to iuterfere
with th eir public dnti(~S as legislators. This may be said with
equal truth of those who since 1850 have represented the towns.
The official record is a roll of honor.
TOWN OFFICERS.

l\I., moderator; C., clerk; S., selectmen; Del., delegate; Rep., representatives.

1760.
l\I.
Joseph Coffin.
C.
George Jackman.*
S.
John Fowler,
John "\Vebster,
Joseph Eastman.
1761.

:M.

s.

John "\Yebster.
.Tohn "\Vebster,
Enos Bishop,
George ,Jackman.
*Froml'i60 to 1796 he was reelected.

1762.
l\1.
Joseph Eastman.
s.
George Jackman,
John Flanders,
Joseph Hoit.
1763.
l\L
John Fowler.
Joseph Hoit,
s.
Ephraim Plummer,
Thomas Foss.
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176-1.
M.

s.

1771.
M.

J olm Fowler.
George Jackman,
John Fowler,
Jesse Flanders.

l\1.

Joseph Eastman.
Moses Burbank,
l\Ioses Call,
Henry Gerrish.

~I.

Jesse Flanders.
Ilemy Gerrish,
George Jackman,
Jesse Flanders.

~I.

Peter Coffin.
Samuel ~Inzzy,
I)eter Kim ball,
Jesse Flanders.
Del. State Convention,
Henry Genish.

John Fowler.
Henry Gerrish,
Peter Kimball,
Oliver Fowler.

~1.

1\Ioses l\Iorse.
Capt. Henry Gerrish,
l\Ioses ~Iorse,
George Jackman.

l\1.

Rev. Robie -:\lorrill.

l\1.

l\Ioses 1\Iorse,
Henry Gerrish,
Peter Kim ball.

s.

s.

1765.
l\I.

s.

1772.

s.

1773.

s.

s.

s.

1775.

1768.
l\1.

s.

Stephen ·w ebster.
l\Ioses Call,
Euoch Gerrish,
George Jackman.
Del. State Con.,
Henry Gerrish.

s.

176!).
l\1.

s.

1776.

s.

s.

Robie 1\Iorrill.
George Jackman,
Cutting Noyes,
J olm Eliot.

1777.

1770.

M.

Henry Gerrish.
Ebenezer Hidden,
Samuel Gerrish,
George Jackman.

177±.

1767.
~I.

Capt. Henry Gerrish.
George Jackman,
De a .•Tesse Flanders,
Samuel Muzzy.

s.

1766.
l\1.

l\Ioses Mor~e.
"'inthrop Carter,
Moses Call,
Moses l\lorse.

John Fowler.
George Jackman,
Jesse Flanders,
Oliver Fowler.

Henry Gerrish.
George Jackman,
John Eliot,
Cutting Noyes.
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1778.
M.

s.
Del.

liS±.
Henry Gerrish.
George Jackman,
Lieut. Enoch Gerrish,
Cutting Noyes,
George Jackman.

1\l.

s.

1779.

l\1.

s.
Del.

1785.
Henry Gerrish.
George Jackman,
Enoch Gerrish,
Samuel l\Inzzy.
George Jackman,
Hemy Gerrish.

l\1.

Peter Kimball.
George Jackman,
Stephen "\Vehster,
Cutting Noyes.
Henry Gerrish.

l\l.

Henry Gerrish.
George Jackman,
Cutting Noyes,
Capt. Peter Kimball.

l\1.

Peter Coffin.
George ,Jackman,
Joseph Jackman,
David Corser.

Henry (jerrish.
Joseph Gerrish,
Cutting Noyes,
Peter Kimball.
Rep.
George .Taekman,
Del. to Convention,
Henry Gerrish.

s.
Rep.

1780.

1\l.

s.
Rep.

s.

s.
Rep.

s.

s.

s.

Henry Gerrish.
Joseph Gerrish,
Peter Kim ball,
Benjamin Little.

1788.
l\1.

s.

1780.

1783.

l\I.

Samuel Fowler.
George Jackman,
Benjamin SweatL
Lieut. Benjamin Jackman.
George Jackman.

1787.

1782.

l\1.

Ebenezer Hidden.
Lient. Enoch Gerrish,
Benj~min Sweatt,
George Jackman.
George Jackman.

1786.

1781.

l\1.

Peter Kimball.
Enoch Gerrish,
Peter Kimball,
George Jackman .

Ebenezer Hidden.
George Jackman,
Isaac Pearson,
David Corser.

:M.

s.

Peter Coffin.
Joseph Gerrish,
Peter Kimball,
Benjamin Little.

OFFICIAL HISTORY.

1790.
J osepb Gerrish.
M.
s.
Joseph Gerrish,
Peter Kim ball,
Benjamin Little.
Henry Gerrish.
Rep.

1796.
l\I.

c.
s.
Rep.
1797.

1791.
l\I.

Enoch Gerrish.

s.

.T oseph Gerrish,

:M.

c.
s.

George Jackman,
Samuel Ames,
David Corser,
.:;'~Tathaniel Green.
Rep.
Henry Gerrish.
Rep.
Del. to r evi8e State Constitution,
Nathaniel Green.
1792.
1798.
1\I.
1\I.
Enoch Gerrish.
s.
Benjamin Little,
c.
s.
Enoch Gerrish,
Lieut. John Chandler.
Enoch Gerrish.
Rep.
Rep.
1793.
1799.
l\1.
:u.
Henry Gerrish.
•Toseph Gerri;;;h,
c.
s.
Benjamin Little,
s.
George Jackman.
Rep.
Enoch Gerrish.
Rep.
179-L
1800.
l\I.
Henry Gerrish.
l\1.
,Joseph Gerrish,
s.
c.
s.
Beujamin Little,
Geo rge Jackman.
Enoch Gerrish.
Hep.
Rep.
1795.
1R01.
l\1.
Joseph Gerri sh.
l\1.
Joseph Gerrish,
c.
s.
Enoch Little,
s.
George .T ackman.
Benjamin Little.
Rep.
Rep.

Thomas Thorla.
Tristram Noyes.
'Vinthrop Carter,
Thomas Thorla,
Enoch Little.
Benjamin Little.
Thomas Thorla.
Tristram Noyes.
'Yinthrop Carter,
Thomas Thorla,
Daniel Shepard.
Enoch Gerrish .

Enoch Gerrish.
George ,Jackman,
Enoch Gerrish,
Timothy Dix, Jr.,
Joseph Little.
Enoch Gerrish.

l\Iaj. Enoch Gerrish.
George Jackman.
Enoch Gerrish,
Timothy Dix, Jr.,
Joseph Little.
lUnj. Joseph Gerrish.
Thomas Thorla.
Samnel Choate.
Benjamin Jackman, '
Joseph Couch,
Caleb Knight.
Enoch Gerrish.
Nathaniel Green.
Samuel Choate.
Benjamin Jackman,
Joseph Couch,
Caleb Knight.
Timothy Dix, Jr.
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1802.
l\1.

c.

s.

Rep.
1803.

:M.

c.
s.

1808.
Nathaniel Green.
Phinehas Bailey.
Joseph Couch,
Nathaniel Green,
Samuel 1\Inzzy.
Timothy Dix, Jr.
Enoch Gerrish.
Joseph Couch.
Nathaniel Green,
Nathan Davis,
Benjamin .Jackman.
Timothy Dix, Jr.

Rep.
180-!.
1\I.
Nathaniel Green.
Joseph Couch.
c.
s.
Benjamin Jackman,
Isaac Chandler,
•Joseph Little.
Timothy Dix, Jr.
Rep.
1805.
Col. Joseph Gerrish.
l\1.
c.
Caleb Pntney.
s.
Benjamin Jackman,
Joseph Little,
Maj. Isaac Chandler.
Rep.
Caleb Knigh t.
1806.
l\1.
Joseph Gerrish.
Samuel Choate.
c.
Joseph Little,
s.
Daniel Pillsbury,
Joseph H. 1\lorrill.
Benjamin Little.
Rep.

:M.

c.
s.

Rep.
1809.
l\1.
Joseph Gerrish.
c.
J oel French.
s.
Stephen Gerrish,
Joseph H. Morrill,
Peletiah Peasley.
Rep.
Enoch Gerrish.
1810.
l\1.
Joseph Gerrish.
Samuel ,V. Lang.
c.
s.
Stephen Gerrish,
Joseph Little,
Thomas Coffin .
Rep.
Ezekiel 'Vebster.
1811.
1\I.
Col. .Joseph Gerrish.
Samuel ,Y, Lang.
C.
Thomas Coffin,
s.
Benjamin Little,
Joel French.
llep.
Ezekiel 'Vebster.
1812.
Isaac ChalJdler.
l\1.
Samuel ,V. Lang.
c.
Nathan Chandler,
s.
Joseph Ames,
Capt. 1\Ioses Gerrish.
Ezekiel 'Veb ster.
Rep.

1807.
1813.
1\I.
M.
.Joseph Gerrish.
,Joel French.
c.
s.
Daniel Pillsbury,
s.
Joseph Little,
Capt. Somershy Pearson.
Rep.
Rep.
Benjamin Little.

c.

Joseph Gerrish.
Joel French.
Cnpt. Somersby Pearson,
Ezekiel Morse,
Stephen Gerrish.
Enoch Gerrish.

Ezekiel 'Yebster.
Samuel
Lang.
Capt. 1\Ioses Gerrish,
Joseph Ames,
Nathan Chandler.
Ezekiel 'Vebster.
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1814.
Ezekiel 1\Tebster.
l\l.
c.
Samuel \V. Lang.
s.
Capt. l\1 oses Gerrish,
Joseph Ames,
I saac Gerrish.
Ezekiel \Yebster.
Rep.
1815.
l\1.
Ezekiel \Yehster.
c.
Samuel IV. Lang.
s.
Isaac Gerrish,
Jesse Little,
•Joseph H. l\lorrill.
Rep.
Joseph Little.
1816.
Ezekiel Webster.
~I.
Samnel IV. Lang.
c.
l\laj. l\loses Gerrish,
s.
Daniel Pillsbury,
Nathan Chandler.
Rep.
Joseph Little.
1817.
Enoch Little.
ill.
II ezekiah Fellows.*
c.
l\laj. 1\Ioses Gerrish,
s.
Daniel Pillsbury,
Nehemiah Cogswell.
•Jeremiah Gerrish.
Rep.
1818.
Ezekiel IV e bster.
~1. .
Col. l\Ioses Gerrish,
s.
Nehemiah Cogswell,
Samuel B. Gerrish.
Rep.
Jeremiah Gerrish.
1819.
l\1.

s.
Rep.

Ezekiel Webster.
N ehemiah Cogswell,
Joseph Conch,
Daniel Pillsbury.
Isaac Chandler.

1820.
Ezekiel \Vebster.
l\1.
Nehemiah Cogswell,
s.
Samuel Little,
Isaac Gerrish.
Isaac Chandler.
Rep.
1821.
Ezekiel \Vebster.
l\l.
s.
Samuel Littl e,
l\Ioses Gerrish,
Isaac P earson.
R ep .
Ezekiel \V ebster.
1822.
l\I.

s.
Rep.

Ezekiel \Yebste r.
Samuel Little,
l\loses Gerrish,
Isaac Pearson.
Ezekiel Webster.

1823.
l\I.

s.
Hep.

Ezekiel \Yebst er.
Col. l\loses Gerrish,
John Farmer,
Thomas Gerrish.
Ezekiel Webster .

1824.
Ezeki el "'ebster.
l\1.
John Farmer,
s.
Nehemiah Cogswell,
l\loses Fellows.
Ezekiel \Vebster,
Rep.
IIezekiah Fellows.
1825.
1\l.
Ezekiel \Vebster.
John Farmer,
s.
l\Ioses Fellows,
\Yilliam H. Gage.
Ezekiel \Vebster,
Rep.
Hezekiah F ellows.

*From this date to 1851 he was reelected.
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1826.
1\1.
Ezekiel
ebster.
s.
1\Ioses Fellows,
'Villiam H. Gage,
JoReph Couch, Jr.
Rep.
Hezekiah Fellows,
Joseph Ames.
1827.
1\I.
John Farmer.
s.
J\loses Fellows,
'Yilliam H. Gage,
Joseph Couch, Jr.
Rep.
Ezekiel Webster,
John Farmer.
1828.
M.
Ezekiel W'" ebster.
s.
Moses Fellows,
R enben Johnson,
Simeon B. Little.
Rep.
Ezekiel
ebster,
John Farmer.
1829.
1\l.
Ezekiel
ebster.
s.
J\loses Fellows,
Simeon B. Little,
Thomas Gerrish.
Rep.
John Farmer,
John Greenough.
1830.
1\I.
John Farmer.
1\Ioses Fellows.
s.
Simeon B. Little,
Thomas Gerrish.
,John Greenough,
Rep.
1\Ioses Fellows,
1831.
John Fanner,
1\I.
1\Ioses Fellows,
s.
Simeon B. Little,
Thomas Gerrish.
Rep.
1\loses Fellows,
Thomas Coffin.

"r

"r

"r

1832.
1\1.
John Farmer .
s.
1\Ioses Fellows,
"Tilliam H. Gage,
'Vyatt Boyden.
1\Ioses Fellows.
Rep.
1833.
1\1.
John Farmer.
1\Ioses Fellow:::;,
s.
·william H. Gage,
"ryatt Boyden.
" Tilliam H. Gage.
Rep.
1834.
,John Farmer.
1\1.
·wyatt Boyden,
s.
Abraham Burbank,
Hale Atkinson.
John Farmer,
Rep.
Benjamin Kimball.
1835.
John Farmer.
1\I.
Abraham Burbank,
s.
Hale Atkinson,
1\Ioses Fellows.
.John Farmer,
Rep.
1\loses Fellows.
183G.
1\Ioses Fellows,
1\I.
s.
Simeon Little,
1\Ioses Ft>llows,
.John C. Cogswell.
Nathan Plummer,
Rep.
"~illiam II. Gage.
1837.
1\Ioses Fellows.
1\'I.
Simeon B. Little,
s.
1\Ioses Fellows,
J olm C. Cogswell.
Nathan Plummer,
Rep.
Abraham Burbank.
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1838.
1\I.
l\foses Fellows.
Simeon B. Little,
Jeremiah Noyes,
'Villiam l\1. Kimball.
Rep.
Abraham Burbank,
Richard Gage.

1844.
Simeon B. Little.
l\l.
Caleb Smith,
s.
Samuell\I. Dnrgin,
Friend L. Burbank.
Nathan Pearson, Jr.,
Rep.
Abiel R. Chandler.

1839.
l\L
Simeon B. Little.
s.
'Villiam l\1. Kimball,
Moses Fellows,
Thomas Little.
Rep.
Richard Gage,
Simeon B. Little.

1845.
M.
1\Ioody A. Pillsbury,
Caleb Sntith,
Thomas Elliot,
Eliphalet Kilburn.
Thomas Gerrish,
Rep.
Luke Corser.

1840.
M.
Simeon B. Little.
s.
Thomas Little,
Wyatt Boyden,
Abiel R. Chandler.
Rep.
Simeon B. Little,
Joseph l\Iorrill.
1841.
M.
Simeon B. Little.
s.
'Vyatt Boyden,
Abiel Chandler,
Nathan Pearson.
llep.
Joseph l\Iorrill,
llev. Ebenezer Price.
1842.
l\1.
Simeon B. Little.
s.
Abicl H.. Chandler,
Nathan Pearson,
'Vyatt Boyden.
llep.
Rev. Ebenezer Pt·ice,
Elbridge F. Greenough.
18±3.
1\I.
Simeon B. Little.
Benjamin F. Kimball,
s.
Thomas Elliot,
'Villiam H. Gage.
Rep.
Abiel R. Chandler,
Nathan Pearson, Jr.

184G.
M.
Simeon B. Little.
Caleb Smith,
s.
Samuel M. Durgin,
Friend L. Burbank.
Rep.
Thomas Gerrish,
Luke Corser.
1847.
l\1.
Simeon B. Little.
Hale Atkinson,
s.
Samnell\I. Durgin,
Calvin Gage.
Abraham Burbank,
Hep.
Caleb Smith.

s.

s.

18-!8.
Caleb Smith.
l\L
Eliphalet Kilburn,
s.
Abiel H.. Chandler,
Friencl L. Burbank.
Abraham Burbank,
Rep.
Caleb Smith.
18-H).
Simeon D. Little.
1\I.
Hale Atkinson,
s.
Abiel R. Chandler,
Albert Danforth.
Calvin Gage.
Rep.
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1850.
1\I.

s.
Rep.

1855.
Simeon B. Little.
Hale Atkinson,
Abner Sargent,
Simeon B. Little.
Calvin Gage,
Paul Pearson.

1851.
l\1.

s.
Rep.

s.
Rep.

c.

s.

Rep.

Simeon B. Little.
Simeon B. Little,
Dan S. Balch,
David A. Gerrish.
Paul Pearson,
Abiel Gerrish.

Simeon B. Little.
Simeon B. Little,
David A. Gerrish,
Hale Atkinson.
Abiel Gerrish,
Friend L. Burbank.

l\1.

c.
s.
Rep.

s.
Rep.

1858.
Simeon B. Little.
Simeon D. Little,
David A. Gerrish.
Hale Atkinson.
Friend L. Burbank,
John C. Gage.

l\1.

c.

s.

Rep.

s.
Rep.

Enoch Gerrish.
David E. Burbank.
1\loses ·w hittier,
Enoch Gerrish,
David A. Gerrish.
Francis S. French,
\Villiam 11. Sweatt.

1859.

1854.
l\1.

Simeon B. Little.
Franklin P. Atkinson.
Francis S. French,
J\loses Whittier,
Ira Sweatt.
Albert Runnels,
Abner B. " Tiun.

1857.
Enoch Gerrish.
M.
c.
George 'V. Stevens.
Abner Sarge11t,
s.
Hale Atkinson,
Caleb Smith.
Francis S. French,
Rep.
·william ~I. Sweatt.

1853.
l\1.

Simeon B. Little.
Franklin P. Atkinson.
Francis S. French,
1\loses 'Vhi t tier,
Ira Sweatt.
Albert Runnels,
Abner B. 'Vinn.

1856.

1852.
)I.

M.

Simeon B. Little.
Abner Sargent,
Caleb Smith,
Hale Atkinson.
John C. Gage,
Enoch Little.

1\I.

c.
s.
Rep.

Enoch Gerrish.
David L. Burbank.
Enoch Gerrish,
.1\loses Gill,
Jeremiah S. 'Vebber.
Moses 'Vhittier,
Thaddeus 0. Wilson.
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18GO.

l\L

c.
s.

Hep.

18G5.

Enoch Gerrish.
David E. Burbank.
Enoch Gerrish,
•Jeremiah S. 'Vebber,
Almon Harris.
l\foses "rhittier,
Thaddeus 0. "rilson.

:M.

c.
s.
Rep.

1861.

l\I.

c.

s.

Rep.

1866.

Isaac K. Gage.
Isaiah H. Arey.
Almon Harris,
Francis S. French,
Hale Atkinson.
Luther Gage.

l\1.

c.
s.

Rep.

1862.

l\I.

c.
s.

Rep.

c.
s.

Rep.

Nathan B. Greene.
Isaiah H. Arey.
Almon Harris,
Francis S. French,
Peter Coffin.
Luther Gage.

~I.

c.
s.

Rep.

c.

s.
Rep.

Isaac K. Gage.
Charles Smith.
Enoch G. 'Vood,
Healey l\Iorse,
James II. Gill.
Franklin C. l\Iorrill.

1868.

Jonathan Tenney.
Isaiah H. Arey.
Nehemiah Entler,
Peter Coffin,
George Knowles.
Almon Harris.

l\I.

c.

s.

Rep.

Franklin C. Morrill.
Charles E. Chadwick.
Nehemiah Butler,
Ezra S. Harris,
Bradley Atkinson.
Franklin C. l\Iorrill.

18G!>.

1864.

l\I.

Franklin C. l\[orrill.
Charles Smith.
Enoch G. "rood,
Healey :l\lorse,
James II. Gill.
David A. Gerrish.

18G7.

1863.

M.

Franklin C. l\Iorrill.
Calvin l\1. Chadwick.
Nehemiah Butler,
George Knowles,
Samuel Choate.
David A. Gerrish.

Franklin C. l\£orrill.
Isaiah II. Arey.
Nehemiah Butler,
George Knowles,
Samuel Choate.
Almon Harris.

l\1.

c.

s.
Rep.

Franklin C. l\lorrill.
Charles E. Chadwick.
Ezra S. Harris,
Luther Gage,
Bradley Atkinson.
Nehemiah Butler.
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1874.

1870.
l\1.

c.
s.
Rep.

Thaddeus "0. 'Vilson.
Charles E . Chad wick.
Nehemiah Butler,
Hamilton P. Gill,
Joseph G. Eastman.
Nehemiah Butler.

1\l.

c.

s.

Rep.
1875.

1871.
l\1.

c.
s.

Rep.

Thaddeus 0. 'Vilson.
John Seavey.
Calvin Gage,
John E. Hines,
Enoch G. 'y oocl.
Enoch G. 'Vood.

1\I.

c.
s.

Rep.

c.

s.

Rep.

David F. Kimball.
Charles E. Chadwick.
David F. Kimball,
l\larcus K. Howser,
Samuel B. Chadwick.
Daniel Y. Bickford.

1\I.

c.

s.

Rep.

c.
s.

Rep.

Calvin Gage.
George A. 1\lorse.
John C. Gage,
Enoch G. 'Voocl,
Caleb C. Hall.
Nathaniel S. 'Vebster.

1877.

1873.
l\1.

David F. Kimball.
Charles E. Chadwick.
N chemiah Butler,
.Joseph G. Eastman,
Austin G. Kimball.
Marcus K. Howser.

1876.

1872.
l\1.

David F. Kimball.
Charles E. Chadwick.
Nehemiah Entler,
l\1arcus K. Howser,
Samuel B. Chadwick.
Marcus K. Howser.

David F. Kimball.
Charles E. Chadwick.
David F. Kim ball,
l\1arcus K. Howser,
Samuel B. Chadwick.
Daniel Y. Bickford.

M.

c.

s.

Rep.

Thaddeus 0. 'Vilson.
Charles E. Chadwick.
John C. Gage,
Caleb C. Hall,
Luther Gage.
Nathaniel S. Webster.

1878.

1\I.
C.
S.

Rep.

David F. Kim ball.
Charles E. Chadwick.
Luther Gage,
Charles '"'"· Hardy,
:Marcus K. Howser.
Peter Coffin.
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TOWN OFFICERS OF WERSTER.

The act incorporating the town of \Vebster was passed at the
June se::;sion of the legislature, tSGO, Jeremiah S. \Vebber and
Joseph L. Conch being empowerell to call the first town-meeting,
which was he1J August, 18(:)0.
1860.
:JI.
Simeon B. Little.
c.
Davitl E. Burbank.
s.
Nathan Pearson,
Jeremiah S. \Yebber,
Albcr·t Runnels.

1865.
l\1.

c.
s.

Rep.
1561.
l\1.
Sim eon B. Little.
c.
Davi(l E. Durbank.
s.
.Jeremiah S. Webber,
Albert Uunnels,
George Lit.tle.
Rep.
Aluert Runnels.
186:2.
1\1.
Silueon B. Little.
c.
David E. Burbank.
s.
Gc01·ge Little,
"\Yilliam D. Call,
David A. 1\lacurdy.

1866.
l\1.
Simeon 13. Little.

c.
s.

c.
s.

Rep.

Atherton Sweatt.
Hiram G. ~tone,
Henry H. Gerrish,
Sherman Little.
No Hep.
1867.

l\1.

c.

s.

*

Rep.

Simeon B. Little.
Atherton Sweatt.
George Little,
"\Villiaru D. Call,
John C. Pearson.
Jeremiah S. Webber.

~1.

1863.

:M.

Simeon B. Little.
Atherton Sweatt.
John C. P earso n,
Hiram G. Stone,
Henry H. (~errish.
George Little.

Joseph L. Conch.
Atherton Sweatt.
John Colby,
John Sanborn,
D. C. Hubbard.
'Villiam D. Call.

1868.

18tH.
l\L
Simeon B. Little.
c.
Atherton Sweatt.
"\Villiam D. Call,
s.
.John C. Pearson,
Hiram G. Stone.
Rep.
George Little.

c.

s.

Rep.
1869.
l\1.

c.

s.

Rep.

David A. l\Iacurcly.
Atbert.on Sweatt.
8herman Little,
"\Villiam \V. Austin,
Atherton Sweatt.
·w illiam D. Call.
David A. 1\Iacurdy.
Atherton Sweatt.
Sherman Little,
'Villiam ,V. Austin,
Atherton Sweatt.
David A. 1\lacurdy.

• After many ballots for representative without choice, the town voted not to senu,
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1870.
l\I.

c.

s.

1874.
David A. Macnrdy.
Atherton Sweatt.
Charles E. Kimball,
Joseph L. Couch,
Atherton Sweatt.

l\1.

c.
s.

Rep.
1875.

1871.
l\I.

c.
s.

Rep.

)I.

David S. Corser.
Atherton s,veatt.
Charles E. Kim ball,
P. F. S. Clark,
C. Sweatt.
John C. Pearson.

c.

s.

Rep.

1872.

l\1.

c.

s.

Rep.

c.
s.

Rep.

Sherman Little.
Atherton Sweatt.
Charles C. Kim ball,
Hirnm G. Stone,
James L. Gerrish.
Sherman I . ittle.

187G.
David S. Corser.
Atherton Sweatt.
Albe C. Sweatt,
P. F. S. Clark,
\Villiam \V. Burbank.
John C. Pearson.

~I.

c.
s.

Rep.

Sherman Little.
Atherton Sweatt.
Charles C. Kimball,
James L. Gerrish,
James M. Snyder.
Sherman Little.

1877.

1873.

l\1.

Sherman Little.
Athertou Sweatt.
\Yilliam \V. Burbank,
Charles C. Kimball,
George Little.
Albee C. Sweatt.

Sherman Little.
Atherton Sweatt.
Atherton Swea~t,
P. F. S. Clark,
\Yilliam \V. Burbank.
Albee C. Sweatt.

l\1.

c.
s.

Rep.

Sherman Little.
Atherton Sweatt.
James L. Gerrish,
James l\I. Snyder,
\Y"illiam W. Austin.
Charles C. Kimball.

1878.

l\1.

c.

s.

Rep.

Sherman Littie.
Atherton Sweatt.
James l\1. Snyder,
"\Villiam \Y. Austin,
Moody A. Pillsbury.
Charles C. Kim ball.
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POPULATION-ELEVATIONS.

POPULATION.
The first census of the town w~s th~t of 1767 [p. 99], 285
In 1783, when the first census after the Revolution
w~s t~ken, the nnm ber w~s 756 [p. 128]. The first census of the
gener~l government w~s in 1790. The returns ~re as follows:
inh~bitants.

17G7,
1783,
1790,
1800,
1810,
1820,

285
756
1108
HU
1829
2116

1830,
1840,
1850,
1860,
1870,

20!)3
1965
20G3
1458*
1637

"TEBSTEIL
18GO,

817

1870,

G89

ELEVATIONS.
The "Geology of New Hampshire," by Prof. C. H. Hitchcock,
vol. 1, contains a ch~pter on ~ltitudes in the state, that h~ve been
obt~ined ~ccurately by the v~rious railroad snrveys,-others less
~ccur~tely by barometric~] me~surements made by the Geological
Suryey, ~nd by the trigonometric~} me~surements of the United
St~tes Co~st Survey. 'rhe measurements are above tide-water,
and those along the Northern R~ilroau are made on the top of the
rail ~t the v~rious localities. 'l'hey ~re giYen in feet and hundredths of feet :
Feet.

Fisherville bridge, leading to Duston island,
Boscawen depot,
North Boscawen depot,

267.89
273.89
290.01

The altitudes along the Bbckwater were obtained by surveys
made in 1845, and again in 1871:
Feet.

l\:Iast Yard (in Concord),
Dingit corner,
Blackwater river, near mill above Dingit corner,
Bank of river on levelland near residence of Orlando Fitts,
Bank of river above Blackwater mills,
North line of Webster,
"Town divided.

41

374.57
4'f9.!JO
442.96
508.80
555.00
5G8.72
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HEALTH.

The United States Coast Suryey, by trigonometrical measurements made from the station on Kearsarge mountain, gives two
measurements in \Vebster:
Feet.

Blackwater mills,
Corser hill meeting-house,

555.00
786.00

The highest Janel in \Y ebster is the hill west of the residence of
Capt. \Villiam D. George, which probably has an elevation of between 900 and 1,000 feet. J\Iount \Yashington is plainly seen
from that point in a clear atmosphere. The \Vhite ?IIountains
may also be seen from the residence of Peter 1I. Chadwick, in
Boscawen, and probably from other localities.
As the Merrimack forms the eastern and the Contoocook skirts
the southern boundaries, the lowest ele,·ation is at the junction of
the two streams, 2GT.89 feet above tide-w·ater. Nearly all the territory-all except the intervale of the :\Ierrimack-has an elevation
exceeding 300 feet; while Clark's hill, Upper High street, North
\\'ater street, Cook~s hill, Little hill, and. Sanborn's hill, have elevations approaching 1,000 feet.
HEALTH.
A territory like that comprised in the seHn miles square granted to the proprietors of Contoocook, diversified by hills and vales,
with a primitive geological formation, with an altitude varying
from 300 to 1,000 feet above the sea, '\vith pure water flowing
from innumerable springs and everyw·here obtainable, never '\Yill
be subject to malarial disease, or epidemic of any kind, if proper
attention be given to hygienic laws.
A record of mortality was kept by Rev. Ebenezer Price from
1808 to 1837, and is preserved in the records for 1841. The least
number of deaths in any one year was in 1809, when there were
but nine deaths in a population of 1,800. The greatest mortality
was in 1825, when the deaths numbered 51 in a population of
about 2,200. The ayerage number of deaths per annum was 27.
One third of the deaths during the period were of children under
five years of age, and one half of the deaths '\Yere of persons under
25. The disease most prevalent among adults was consumption,
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which from 1822 to 1837 had an increasing ratio,-110 persons
having died of that disease, or one eighth of the total number of
deaths. Persons arriving at the age of 55 had a prospect of longevity. In 183G and 1837 seven persons died whose united ages
amounted to 590 years,-an average of 84 years. In 1S3S there
were lidng in town 20 persons between SO and 94 years of age,
who;;;e united ages amounted to 1,71G years, an average of nearly
87 years per individual.
INDUSTRIES.
Boscawen and 'Y ebster are classed as agricultural towns, but
they have also had a fair share of industrial pursuits. Rev. Mr.
Price, writing in 1820, thus speaks of the industries of the town
at that period:
"There are in this town seventeen saw-mills, five corn-mills,-three
of which have two runs of stones, and all furnished with bolts,-four
fulling-mills, five carding-machines, two mills for grinding tanners'
bark. one trip-hammer, one mill for turning cart-wheel hubs and felloes,
and one for grinding lead for potters' ware."
LUl\IBER.

A chief industry from the first settlement of the town was the
manufacture of lumber. The original forest growth was very
dense, consisting of white and Nonvay pine, white and red oak,
chestnut, ash, white, red, and brown elm, hemlock, poplar, bass,
maple, and other woods. Of pine lumber thousands of masts,
spars, and bowsprits were rafted down the l\Ierrimack, or turned
adrift in the Contoocook, to run the falls during the periods of high
water. The "1\Iast Yard" station on the Concord & Claremont
Railroad has derived its name from the fact that the bank of the
Contoocook at that point was a place of deposit for the many
masts drawn thither from the pine woods of Bashan, and the adjoining territory of Concord and Hopkinton.
The sawed lumber was rafted at different points along the 1\Ierrimack, especially in the bend above Canterbury bridge. For a
period of more than half a century the ground now occupied by
the main and side tracks of the Northern Railroad was piled, in
winter, with lumber, round logs, oak and pine ship-timber, masts
and spars, that were rafted to l\Iedford ;-in summerJ the same
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ground was covered with huge piles of planks, boards, shingles,
clapboards, and laths. The planks and boards were rafted in
cribs, suitable for passing the locks at various points, and the
shingles, clapboards, and laths \Yere taken as "top-loading." The
markets were Lo·well aml Boston.
Early in the century a large business was clone in the manufacture of staves for sugar and molasses hogsheads, and beef and
pork barrels. They were ma<le up into "shooks," each shook
containing the staves of a single barrel or hogshead. The market, before the construction of the I\Iiddlesex canal between the
.Merrimack and Boston, was at Newburyport. A "culler" of
staves was an important town officer, annually elected, who inspecte<l the "shooks." The shooks were taken down the ~Ierri
mack as top-loading on rafts. Coopering, from the Revolution to
the year 1830, was a distinct industry, furnishing employment to
a large number of persons.
::\!ILLS.

The saw-mills existing in 1820 \\·ere thus located: One on tl1e
Contoocook at FisherYille; one on :l\Iill brook; one in the "Hollow,"
on the site of the first mill erected in the town ; one on the site
now owned by Hannibal Flanders; one near Long street, on land
now owned by Jeremiah C. Chadwiek; one on Pond brook; one on
the site of the second mill erected in town, south of Great pond;
one near the residence of Joseph Burpee ; one owned by Gen. ~I.
A. Pillsbury; one by Enoch Pillsbury; and one on the site now
owned by Harvey Chase. At North Boscawen was a mill on the
brook emptying into the :Merrimack south of the county farm,
and one on Stirrup-iron hrook. On the Blackwater was one on
the site near the residence of Samuel Little; one a mile north of
Dingit corner; one on the site now occupied by F. L. & ,V. \Y.
Burbank ; one on Knight's J\Ieadow brook; and one at the outlet of Long pond. On Cold brook there was a mill w·ith a large
overshot wheel, the flume supplying it being carried over the
highway leading south from the cemetery to Queen street. It
was built by David Jackman.
The corn-mills, existing in 1820, were locatecl,-one in the
"Hollow ; " one on the site now owned by Hannibal ];"landers ;
Sweatt & Gookin's, on the Blackwater; and a mill with one run of
stones, on Pond brook, owned by Gen. J\I. A. Pillsbury.
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The fulling and cloth-dressing mills were Ga.ge's, a.t Fisherville,
Durgin's, in the '' Hollow,"-the fir:>t established in town, by
Den. Isn.n.c P earson,-a.nd "S wen.tt'~," on th e Blackwater.
The canling-mn.chines were in the same locn.lities. The first
carding-machine in the United Stn.tcs wa.s set up hy Arthur
Scolfiehl, a. machinist who cn.me from England n.ml scttl eLl in
Pittsfield, 1\Inss., in th e ycnr 1800. England at thn.t time wn.s intent upon building up h er mnnufacturing industries, an<l prohibited the cn.rrying out of thnt co1mtry mn.chinists' took The
baggnge of e\·er.r pnssenger was ri gorously sen.rched, so that Scolfichl cn.me without his t ools; but bei ng ingenious, n.nd possessing a
retenti,·e memory, he matle his tools n.s h e needed th em, n.nd built
a mn.chin e for carding. At that time n.ll carding wn.s clone by
hn.nd; n.mlmcn aml wom en during the long winter evenings spent
their tim e in cm·cling, sen.ted arouml th e wide-mouthetl firepbces.
The Pittsfiehl Sun, of No. 2, 1801, con tnins the following n.dvcrtisem ent of the first machin e in the U nited Stn.tes:
"Arthur Scolfielcl respectfully inform s the inhabitants of Pittsfield
anu the neighboring to,vns that he has a carcling-nw.chine half a mile
west of the meeting-house, where they may have th eir wool carded into
rolls for twelve aliu a half cents a pound; mixeu, fifteen cents per
pound. If they find grease and pick the grease in, it will be ten cents
a pound; and twelve and a half for mixed.''

"J\Iixed " hn.s reference to black aml white wools, and "picking
the grease in " has referen ce to th e lubrication of the wool, n ecessary for carding aml spinning. Cm·cling by mn.chin ery soon supersetled hand carding to a great exten t, though the compiler of
this history can recall the days of hand carding, and once saw
Rev. Dr. \Yoo<l using the cards and stmlyi ng at the same time his
next Sunday's sermon.
The first carding-machines in Boscawen were probably set up
about 1810-1812. A carding-mill was a building, which, besides
its machin ery, contained a ln.rge pile of wool done up in blankets,
old counterpanes, aml rngs, and a pot contn.ining the unsavory
dye, which must be kept in a warm place to bring it to perfection.
SPIX~ING

AND WE.A YING.

Spinning was don e by hand. Twelve to fifteen skeins per day
was considered a goocl day's work, though there were housewives
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who could spin twenty. Thirteen skeins were equivalent to three
and eight one hnndreths miles of thread, in spinning which the
spinner walked about five miles. Having spun the wool into
yarn, that designed for the warp was placed upon the reel and
wound upon large spools, '1-rhich were in turn placed in a form,
and from thence transferred to the "warping bars." As many
spools were used as there were threads in the proposed warp.
From the "bars" the warp was transferred to the loom, wound
upon the "beam," and drawn through the "harness~' and the reetl,
and was ready for the weaver.
The "filling" or weft was spun differently from the warp, with
more or less hardness, according to the qnaJity of cloth desired.
It was transferred from the skein to "Cjuills" made from elder
stocks, which were used in the shuttle. The preparation of the
weft was far less arduous work than the preparation of the warp.
To weaYe checks and stripes, mucl1 care was required in the preparation of both warp and weft, and in the weaving. The production of a web of c1oth was quite an eYent in the household. Dyed
clothes were dyed in the wool, in the skein, or in the web. Cloth
dyed in the 'IYool usually hehl its color best. The aphorism in
common use, in regard to a man whose principles are fixed, that
"he is dyed in the 'IYool," had its origin in this process of dyeing.
SPIXXIXG BY 1\IA.CHIXERY.

Early in the century, between 1810 and 1815, 1\Ir. Benjamin
Pritchard estab1ished a neY> industry, the spinning of cotton yarn.
He erected a building on the mill-site now owned by Hannibal
Flanders, and spun yarn by machinery. The building \\as subsequently moved to a site north of Ambrose's tavern, and was used
as a shop for the manufacture of carriages, and is now a d'IYellinghouse in :B_,isherville. The yarn spun by :Mr. Pritchard was used
for warp by the housewives in the manufacture of satinets.
The establishment of manufactures of cotton and woollen goods
by machinery throughout the country brought about an entire
change in the domestic industries. The spinning-vd1eel aml loom
disappeared from the household; the bumping of the fulling-mill
no longer was heard; the dye-pots were banished from the hearthstones; and the carders and cloth-dressers were forced to turn
their attention to new occupations.

Carding and Spinning.
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HATS.

The industry that in part took the place of spinning and weaving was the bmiding of palm-leaf hats. 'fhe palm-leaf was purchased in bales by the traders, who supplied it to families who
split and bmided it into hats. The industry was not a universal
one. The merchants paid cash only in part, making, of course, a
large profit on the goods sold. Families in comfortable circumstances would not engage in an employment in which they would
be at the mercy of the merchant, who, though he might Le scrupulously honest, yet could fix his own profit and their measure of
gain. It was a jug with only one handle, and that in the hands
of the merchant. Notwithsta1uling this drawback, the industry
gave employment to a large nnmber of women and girls, who
otherwise had little chance of earning money.

.

SHOES .

Following this industry, was the manufacture of shoes. This
enterprise, which had long been a leading industry in l\fassachnsetts and along the sea-coast towns of New Hampshire, did not
gain a foothold in Boscawen till about 1842. The leather,-upper
and sole,-cnt into desired patterns, with linings and bindings,
was taken into the farmers' houses, and shops. 'l'he stitching and
binding were done by women and girls, and the bottoming by the
men and boys, who purchased their shoe-pegs Ly the peck, and
their nails by the pouml. Many farmers, who never had learned
anything of shoe-making, turned their attention to pegging shoes;
but the tralle demanded better work, and it was discovered that
"system" was necessary to secure the host results in manufacture : hence a change in the industry. Al>out 1850, the manufacture, instead of being carried on by the community at large,
became concentrated, and the workmen were brought together in
shops. For a few years Boscawen Plain was a shoe manufacturing village; lmt the introduction of machinery into the manufachue in J\Iassachusetts, and the distance of Boscawen from the
great eentre of New Englantl trade, operated to break down the
industry, which never has redvcd.
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The manufacture of beaver and felt hats in the early decades of
the century gave employment to many men in the community at
large. There were two hat establishments in Boscawen,-l\Ir.
Jacob Hosmer's, on the Plain, and l\[r. Colum.bus George's, \Vhite
Plain. They purchased mink and muskrat skins of the farmers,
and also made silk and wool hats, finding a market at the country
stores, or manufacturing to a citizen's order. The compiler of this
history has a distinct recollection of having a hat made to order
and fitted to his head in the shop of l\Ir. Hosmer.
POTTEJ~Y.

Queen's-ware was manufactured for many years m Bosca·wen
by Jeremiah Burpee. His establishment stood on the spot now
occupied by the residence of J olm Rines. During the bright
summer days, travellers on the turnp_ike were accustomed to see !1.
white horse going his rounds, attached to the sweep of the claymill, while through an open wimlow of the shop they saw l\lr.
Burpee and his sons fashioning milk-jars and cream-pots and jugs
upon the S\viftly revolving wheels. Upon long boards on the
southern side of the shop were rows of manufactured articles
drying in the sun. Later in the season, at mil1night, the shop
was all aglow with the light of the flame of the kiln. The ware
found a market among the farmers of the country.
CUT NAILS.

There was a time when all nails were manufactured of wrought
iron, by hand. The blacksmiths of the count1~r, when not engaged
in other labors incident to their occupation, engagell in making
nails, knowing that the time wonlu come wlwn they would be
wanted.
In 1795, five years after the passage of the patent law, J osia.h
G. Pearson, of New York, patented a.n inYention for cutting nails.
\Vhether nails had l•een manufactured by cutting before that, is
not known. The next year (1796) eleven patents \Yere issned for
methods of making nails, brads, and tacks, the greater part of
the machines having reference to ': cntting .a nd heading." The
manufacture of nails and tacks soon became a. widespreall industry. :Mr. Jeremiah Gerrish engaged in the business on the farm
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now owned by Charles Glitten. The manufacture was also carried on in the "Hollow" Ly water-power. At what date the manufacture began in the town is· not known, nor how long it was
continnell. The machinery was rude, aml proLaLly gave place to
the greatly improved machinery which ::tppeare'l about 1809, invented by James Reed, of Malden, 1\Iass., which cut and headed
a nail at a single operation.
CLOCKS.

Boscawen at one time had two establishments for the manufacture of eight-day clocks, wl1ich also exhibited on the dial the <lays
of the week and the changes of the moon. 'l'he cases were usnally mmle of cherry, and ornamented \Yith brass rings and knobs.
They were excellent time-keepers. Mr. Cha<lwick's shop was a
one-storied building, which stood on the spot now occupied by the
post-office. It was subsequently moved ::tcross the street, a second
story added, and is now a clwelling-l10nse. J\Ir. 1\Iorrill's shop is
now the residence of Charles E. Chaclwiek.
Upon the introduction of the more modern "time-piece," J\fr.
Chadwick retired from business, ana removed to Vermont. J\rr.
:Morrill accommodated himself to the new order of things, an<l
made time-pieces; but machine-made clocks soon supplanted the
time-pieces, ancll\lr. J\forrill engaged in the m::tnnfactnre of counter scales. In 1841, upon the appearance of the new musical
reed instruments, he engaged in the manufacture of "melodeons''
and "seraphines."
'J'ANNIXG.

The great aLundance of oak and hemlock bark gave an opportunity for the tanning of leather. There were three tanneries in
town,-that of J olm C. Cogswell, now occnpietl by 1\Ir. Raymond;
one owned by John Plummer, at the junction of \Yater and Long
streets; and one owned by John SteYens at Sweatt's mills. l\Ir.
Cogswell and Mr. Stevens usetl water-power for grinding the ba.rk
and working their rude machinery. J\Ir. PlumnH:>r used horsepower. They purchased hides of the farmers, or tanned them
on hire.
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:MANUFACTURING AT FISHERVILLE.
No attempt was made to utilize the water of the Contoocook
river till 1787, when a sa.w-mill wa.s bnilt a.t the "Bnrrough" on
the Concord side. Not long a.fter, a saw-mill was built on the
Boscawen side near the :1\Ierrima.ck, on the site of the present
mill. This was followed by tho canling-mill nncl cloth-dressing
esta1lishment of \Yilliam H. Ga.ge. The ma.nnfa.cture of cotton
and woollen goods at length made a demam1 for water-power to
drive tha.t machinery. This power attracted the attention of capitalists; a.ncl in 182:3 or 1824: a. gentlema.n of the na.mo of Varney,
from the vicinity of Dover, ma.de a. pnrclmse of the power a.nd the
1a.nd on the north side of the river now owned by the present compa.ny. He bnilt a, clmn where the upper dam now is; but for some
rea.son his project fell through, a.nd nothing more was clone until
1830, when the V a.rney pnrcha.se 1ms conveyed to Benjamin Kimball, Esq., by the Hon. Jeremiah :1\fason, acting for the United
Sta.tes Ba.nk, into whose hands it had passed.
JUr. Kimball 1mi1t the clam at the lower falls, on his purchase,
and erected the grist-mill adjoining the Contoocook mill. lie died
in 1S3J; and the property was sold to l\lessrs. Calvin Gage and
\Villimn :1\I. Kimball, being deeded to them by }\fr. Kimball a.bout
three weeks before his clea.th. They obtained the cha.rter for the
Contoocook :1\Iannfactnring Compa.ny, and sold to the :\Iessrs.
Fisher, of Boston, '"hose heirs now own all, or nearly all, of the
stock. In 1836, the Contoocook mill was erected. It is 100 feet
by 50, fiye stories high, a.nd was built of granite. In consequence
of the financia.l revulsion in 1837, this mill stood idle, or nearly
so, till 184:2. It was then leased by l\Iessrs. II. H. & J. S. Drown,
of Attleborough, l\Iass. They fittetl the mill with machinery, a.nd
set the wheel in motion. Then the vilbge began to grow, a.nd the
"Union llistrict" became FisherYille.
The compa.ny not long after purcha.secl the land on the south
side of the river, and in 184:6 built the Pena.cook mill. This
mill is 300 feet by 52, three stories bigh, with a wheel-house at
each end 36 feet by 30. It is built of stone. This mill was
lease<l by the i\Iessrs. Brown, and run in connection with the Contoocook mill. Both mills ma.nufacturo "print cloth," and have
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been run all or nearly all the time by the :Messrs. Brown, either
in partnership or separately.
In 1841, Almon Harris, of Ihrrisvillt', purchase<.l the site of the
ohl grist- and clothing-mill near the Merrimack, and built a stone
edifice 75 feet by 40, three stories high, aml commenced the manufacture of woollen good.s. .As the manufacture of cotton and
·woollens always draws in other imlustries, it "'as not long before
the saw factory and the flouring-mill were erected near the J\Ierrimack, and in the centre of the village. Buildings fur the manufacture of furniture and various kinds of iron and wood products
were erected, so that to-day Fisherville can exhibit a variety of
manufactures. Fisherville has now about three thousand inhabitants, is pleasantly situated on both sides of the Contoocook and
partly on the :Herrimack riYers. That portion of it that lies in
Concord constitn tes \Yard One of that city. The portion in Boscawen em braces the most densely populated part of the town. It
has the usual number of churches and school-houses, of stores and
shops, that arc usually founll in such villages, mainly locatell on
the Concord sitle.
•
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CANTElmURY BRlDGE.

The first brillge between Boscawen Plain aml Canterbury was
erected in 1804 [Civil Hist., p. 165]. Toll was exacted till 1816,
when the proprietors allowed persons to pass free of charge, at their
own risk, the Lritlge not being considered safe. The great freshet
of 1819 s"·ept the structure a'Yay, whereupon the proprietors
erected a new britlge, under the supervision of Col. Isaac Chandler
of Boscawen, aml Jacob Dlanchanl of CanterLury. It was completed in the summer of 1820, hut "·as washed a"·ay in a great
winter freshet in the month of February, 1824.
The third bridge was built uy Benjamin Kimba1l, of Boscawen,
for the proprietors, in 1820, which remained till J ammry, 1839.
There was a great body of snow upon the ground. There came a
warm min, which poured continuously nearly 3G hours. The
consequence was a breaking up of the ice, which had an average
thickness of about two feet. Every bridge on the J\Ierrimack,
south of Franklin, with the exception of the Hooksett and the
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Amoskeag falls bridge, was S\vept away. 'rhe proprietors once
more constructed a bridge, a portion of which was carried away
in th e winter of 1848.
The construction of the Northern and :M ontreal railroads had
revolutionized af-fairs in Boscawen. The highways were no longer
crowded with teams. The tavern-keepers cut tlown their signs.
The merchants no longer had a throng of customers from other
towns. The tide of travel between Boscawen aml Canterbury was
greatly djminished, and there was no inducement for private individuals to invest their money in a bridge.
Up to this time there ha<.l been but one free bridge across the
l\1errimack, from Campton to the sea-that erected in Concord in
1839, which had been carried away in 1841, and rebuilt, and again
seriously injured. The town of Concorll had voted, in 1842, that
in the opinion of the legal voters the bridge ought not to be maintained at the expem:e of the town. It ·was argued that the
town ought not to support it for the benefit of the general pnblic,
hut that it ~ught to be a county affair. The other towns in the
county opposed it on the plea that it wns no concern of theirs, ns
they had little or no occasion to use it.
\Vhile Concord was thus discussing the question, citizens of
Boscawen and Canterbury petitioned the county commissioners to
erect a ln·idge to be supported by the two towns. This was resisted hy both towns, till 1857. Meanwhile the pnblic had been
educated up to the idea of free bridges, the Boscawen hridge
having been built meanwhile. The petitioners were finally successful in their efforts; nnd the present covered structure was
er·ected in the autnnui of 1857, by l\1r. E. L. Childs, of ConcorJ,
under the supervision of ~Ir. J olm Abbott, of the same place.
BOSCA WE~ BRIDGE.

The bridge across the l\Ierrimack, at its jun ction with the Contoocook, was built by a co mpauy incorporated in 1802, and was
constructed the same y<:ar. 'l'he cnpital stock consisted of 29
shares, the par Yalue of which was $20. The stock was taken by
citizens of Boscnwen and Concord. Col. Isaac Chandler was the
largest stockhohler,-subseribing for six shares. It was sometimes called Chandler's bridge.
At that time Portsmouth and N ewbnryport were important
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commercial towns, ana the travel was largely in that direction.
For a few years the bridge was remunerative to the proprietors,
but the selection of Concord for the capital, and the opening of
the l\Iiddlescx canal, with boating to Concord, turned the travel
in a new direction. ~rhe original structure stood till 1830, when
it was swept away by the great ice freshet which destroyed many
bridges on the l\Ierrimack. A chain-ferry scn·ecl the public till
1853, when the present bridge was built Ly Boscawen aml Canterbmy.
SECO~D

COXTOOCOOK BIUDGE.

The second bridge across the Contoocook was built in 1805, on
the site of the first bridge, in the bend of the riYer, east of Penacook hotel. The contract was taken hy Lieut. John Flanders,
on 2 September, 180u, to be completed 1 October, the same year.
The original document is in existence. 'l'he bridge was to be
of good pine timber, 20 feet wide; to Le three and one half feet
higher than the old bridge at the ends, and five feet higher in the
middle. The piers \Yere to lmve four posts each 16 inches square,
a good mud-sill, allll a cap 16 Ly 20 inches, and two braces 16 inches
square, "as long as may be necessary." "There shall be a pier on
each side of the old box, with gooll mud-sills and four posts to each
pier, the end-posts to Le 17 hy 20 inches square, and the middle
posts shaiJ be 13 by 10 inches square. Tho two piers shall be
be planked with good plank to within two feet of low water, and
up within four feet of the cap. Said bridge shall be planked witJ1
good plank three and a half inches in thickness. There shall be
bolts of iron one inch square through the string piece in the same
manner as in the old bridge." The bridge was constructed by the
towns of Boscawen and Concord.
CONTOOCOOK RIVER BRIDGE

CO~TROVERSY.

Previous to 1823 the highway leading from the tavern of Capt.
John Chandler to Concord was laid easterly by the residence of
Nathan Chandler, down the steep hill to the right, crossing the
Contoocook river at the narrow gorge below the falls, thence
south across the line between the towns by the school-house and
lwmestead of 'Vinthrop Elliot (a house now standing) to the
main road. The large amount of transportation over this highway
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by teams from the north required a road that would avoid the
steep hill on the north bank of the river. For the better accommodation of the public, the court of sessions, in the year 1821,
which by the law of 8 Feb., 17£11, had the power to lay out public
highways in certain cases, laid out a road from the tavern before
mentioned in Boscawen, in a straight line across Contoocook
river to what is now \Vashington square in Concord, upon conclition that the town of Boscawen should give security to maintain
one half the bridge over the Contoocook, which bridge was part of
the road so laid out. 'rhis change would remove the bridge from
the town of Boscawen to Concord. The bond is in the handwriting of Ezekiel \Yebster, and bears date 12 Jan., 1822.
By this arrangement the briJge was built in 1823, and the
agreement adhered to until 1839, when a controversy arose between the towns in regard to the boundary, when the town of
Boscawen neglected to carry out the provisions of the contract entered into in 1822. The town of Col1Cord, being aggrieved at the
action of the town of Boscawen in this matter, commenced a suit
against Boscawen, upon the bond, in the court of common pleas,
which was afterwards transferred to the superior court, of which
Ron. Joel Parker was chief-justice. The case was conducted by
Franklin Pierce and Asa Ji..,owler for Concord, ·and Ichabod Bartlett for Boscawen. At the Dec. term, 18-±5, a decision was rendered by Judge \Yoods in favor of Boscawen, who said that "the
eontract by which they undertook to bind themselves to raise
money for building the bridge was not founded upon such a consideration as to create a debt_, and thus give the town a power to
raise money." Since 18-±5 this bridge has been maintained by
Concord.
THE DUSTON

niE~IORIAL.

On the island at the mouth of the Contoocook river stands the
granite memorial erected to commemorate the achievement of
1\1rs. Duston, JHary Neff, and Samuel Leonardson, in liberating
themselves from captivity. The statue was erected mainly through
the efforts of Robert B. CaYerly of Lowell, and E. S. Nutter of
Concord. The first step to that end was the conveyance, by
Messrs. John C. and Calvin Gage, to Rev. Natl1aniel Bouton, E.
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S. Nntt t?r, n.nd R. B . Caverly, in t rust, all of the land lying en.st
of th e N orthern Railroad, npon the isbml, fo r th e purpose of estauli shing n. memorial. F u11ds to th e n.m ount of $ 6,000 were
rai~ e d by subscription. Th e statu e aml p e d c~ tal are of Concord
grani te, after a design hy \Yilliam Andrews, of I_jowell. The
sculptors were An<lrew Orsolini, James l\Inrmy, and Charles H.
Amlrcws, th e builder P or ter E. Blanchard.
Th e monument was un n·iled 17 Jnne, 1 8 7~1, \Yith appropriate
ceremoni es. There was a large gath erin g of peopl e. Addresses
were made by Rev. N. B outon, of Concorll ; H.. H. Crw erly, E sq.,
of L owell; Ron. G. \V. X esmHh, of Franldi11 ; :Maj. Gen. S. G.
Griffin, of K eene; D. 0. All en, of L owell; H on. B. F. P rescott,
of Epping ; Col. J. H. George, of Concord; lleY. E lbs Nason, of
Billericn. ; Chn.rles C. Coffin , of B oston ; R eY. \V. T. Sn.vage, of
Franklin ; Ex:.-Gov. Onslow Stearns, of Conconl,-aml others.
GoY. J n.mes A. "\V eston accepted the dcell in tru ~ t for the state.
ANClEN'r HOUSES.
The oldest house now remn.inin g in Boscn.wen is that standing
near the site of the old fort, occupi ed by th e second minister of
the town , R ev. Robie Morrill [see Civil I-Iist.] , who became n, citizen in 1761. The building probauly \Yas erected by him.
The house next in n.ge, probably, is the residence of l\Ir. Frank• lin P. Atkinson, which wn.s occupied hy D en.. J esse Fbntlers, and
was bnilt by him before 1765.
The residence of l\ir. Colby, on \Vater street, was built in 1768,
by Capt. P et er Coffin.
The house of G. \V. Fi sher, form erly th e resid ence of Peter
Coffin, son of Capt. l\loses, was built n.bout 1770, by George Jackman.
The house of 1\lr. SilYer next west of J\Ir. Franklin P.
Atkinson:s, form erly stood near the residence of l\fr. J a.cob C.
Flanders. It was built by Andrew Boh onnon, and possibly is one
of the oldest in town.
In 17'75 th e re~ were but t wo fra med hou ses wes t of Deaver Dam
brook, neither of which is stn.ndin g. They were the houses of
Jonathan Cass and B enjamin Day.
The oldest house in \Vebster is the residence of l\Ir. Tilton, on
Corser hill, built by David Corser.
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The house of Dr. Graves, on Boscawen Plain, was built by Dr.
Daniel Peterson, and it has been occupied for many years by phySicians. Dr. Peterson, Dr. \Varren E. Chase, Dr. E. K. \Yebster,
and Dr. GraYes, all have resided there.
The residence of l\lr. C. \V. \Ve bster was built in 1798 by John
Jackman, who also did most of the work on the meeting-house.
The house owned by :1\Ir. James Gill was built by :1\fr. Gregg
Emerson, early in the century.
The parsonage of the Congregational society, Boscawen, was
built by David Bm·hank, whose blacksmith-shop stood near by.
It was the residence of l\fr. Jeremiah Gerrish, who presented it to
the society in his last will and testament.

\VILD A:NIMALS.
\Volves were abundant when the town was first settled. The
Jnst wolf killed in Boscawen was shot about 1831-'32 hy Samuel
Call, near Cook's hill.
Bears were also abundant, and as late as 1810-'15 were frequently seen in town.
Beavers were numerous on all the streams. The compiler can
recall seyeral dams \Yhich were distinctly recognizable in his boyhood, around Great pond and the ·\Yater street meadows.
\Vhen the town was first settled rattlesnakes abounded, especially on the rocky hills of Bashan. J\Ioses Gerrish,-one of
the early settlers of that section,-killed more than 50 in one day.
Empirics in medicine prescribed the oil of rattlesnakes' hearts as
a specific for consumption, and the oil thus obtained by :Mr. Gerrish was sold to the Canterbury Shakers for such use. Two rattlesnakes were killed by Gen. J\L A. Pillsbury on l1is farm about
1840, and J\Ir. Bitfield Bm·bank despatched one at a still later
date,-about 1847.
CHARACTERS.
This history would be incomplete if no mention were made of
the "characters," or the peculiar men, numbered among the citizens. In eYery community such men may be found. Their
neighbors call them "odd sticks." They are wits, jesters, satirists, or possessed of some idiosyncrasy that distinguishes them
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from their neighbors. They may be wholly uneducated, but yet
make up in mother-wit any lack of acquiretl knowletlge. 'l'hey
may be stnpitl in some things, and exceedingly brilliant in others.
They are usually men abounding in gootl nature, ·who rarely take
umbrage at any mistake or blunder that may be made, who are
keenly alive to fun, who appreciate a joke, who utter ludicrous
sayings "·ithout knowing it, or who coin words not to be fouml in
any lexicon.
One of the latter class 'vas :Mr. Amos Blanchard, whose acquaintance with books was limitetl, who possibly never conned a
page of \Vebster's Unabridged Dictionary, but who nevertheless
sometimes coined words that expressed his ideas quite as well as
any from Greek or Latin roots. He invariably usetl "ascertain"
as a synonym for think or comp1·ehend. " I should ascertain
that it was going to rain," was a common form of expression.
If the weather was lowering, he used "dulJerous" for dubious.
A winter's day, when the win<l was blowing a gale, and the air
filled with drifting snow, was "boistorious" and "fluergent." Is
there a word in common use that better tlescribes such a day?
Another character was Thomas Corser, who was accustomed to
travel through the town with medicinal herbs, distributing them
to the housewives. He usually had a large bundle of catnip, feverbush, golden-rod, etc., which were much nsed the first third of the
century. He charged nothing for these herbs. He had great
faith in their efficacy. He once called at the house of 1\fr. Joel
French, whose child was sick, and urged the mother to steep
some of his herbs.
"Do it, do it, if you want to sav~ his life! Do it! If it kills
him I'll pay for it!"
J\Ir. Corser lost his life by attempting to cross Long pond on
the ice before it was sufficiently strong to l•ear him.
1\fr. James \Vest, who for many years kept tavern on the Plain,
in the house occupied by J\Ir. Dow, 'vas a genial man, a popular
host with the travelling community, good at telling a story,
and who J.elighted in a joke. About the close of the first third
of the century, Potter, a sleight-of-hand performer, of Andover, for
whom the station "Potter Place" was mtmed, gave an entertainment on the Plain. One of the performances of the evening was
cooking eggs in a hat. The prestidigitateur borrowed a hat from
42
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some one in the audience, broke seYeral eggs into it, seemingly,
then pronouncing some cabalistic words, and shaking the hat, produced from this novel frying-kettle eggs nicely cooked, which
w·ere passed around to the audience, and the hat also, without a
stain npon its lining. Of course no eggs were broken into the
hat: ]t ''"as all deception.
On the evening after the performance, the usual circle of
loungers of the bar-room were discnssing the nuuyelJous trick
over their grog, and among them was one who expressed some
doubt about the performance. The landlord saw a chance to
play off one of his practical joke~, and said,'· I'll bt>t a quart of rum that I can do that trick."
"I'll bkc that lJet !" was the quick r esponse of the wearer of
the new hat.
"Done! then gi,·e U:'; your hat,"' said 1\Ir. \Y., taking it from
the wearer's heatl, and deliberately breaking seYeral eggs into
it.
The loafers crowded aroun<l the lmr to see the performan~:e.
An essential part of the performance " ·as the nse of highsounding gibberish, ·which l\fr. \Yest gave, ending with the words,
"Presto, change!'' meanwhile shaking the hat.
"I tleclare, they don't sizzle yet,'' he said, looking into the hat,
and then repeating the gibberish, and shaking it once n1ore, till
the inside was ''"ell splashed with the yolk
"They don't cook, that's a fact. I'Ye lost my Let. Here, bke
your rum."
A roar of laughter from the crowd set the " 'inner to thinking
that it was his hat which the- landlord had Lecn using for a frykettle. The l::tndlor<l had his joke, ltut he was not a man to indulge his humor at the pecuniary expense of another, and made
ample satisfaction.
Another character was l\Ir. David Her.th, more familiarly
known as ·',Jester'' Heath, from his je~ts and jokes. If they were
some'.Yhat coar8e, there was also at times rare humor in them.
There 'yas a period when hoop-poles were an article of commerce,
and :;.\lr. H eath was not ahmys particular in regard to bomularies
when engaged in cutting poles.
"If you never will cut any more on my land, I will giYe you a
pig," was the offer of Capt. Little Bm·Lank.
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"If you will not cut any more on mine, I will give you a sheep/'
saitl Capt .. Abraham Burbank.
"I am much obliged to you, gentleman, but a man can't afford
to sell everything,'·' was the reply.
Another character was Mr. :Nathan Hunt whose natural
endowments ·were by no means of an inferior order, but who by
indulging in ch·ink became a wreck of his former self, and earned
a precarious li''ing by making haskets and bottoming chairs. He
was an excellent workman. No Letter baskets were ever made·
They were strong, eYCn ly "·oven, and of symmetrical form. \Vhatever he did was well done, though his customers, especially those
who had paid for their wares, were greatly troubled by his procrastination. He had a keen sense of hnmor. During sickness
he was attended lly Dr. Long, of Hopkinton. Those were the
clays when calomel was given in large doses, and so much was administered to the patient that his teeth were loosened in the
gums. After his recovery ::\[r. Hunt made payment in handrakes. One may imagine the inward chuckling of the rakemaker, as he shaved the teeth and head of the implements from
unseasoned wood-how in a few days the teeth would loosen and
drop from their sockets.
The rakes were speedily finished after being ordered. The
doetor was surprised at the unwonted promptness of the maker.
The rakes were beautiful to the eye, smoothly shaven the handles,
tight and firm the teeth. rl'he doctor admire1l them.
A few days passed. The workmen usetl the implements in the
summer slm, when, lo ! the rakes were toothless.
"Every tooth has come out of those rakes which you made,"
said the irate physician to Mr. Hunt.
"Ah, doctor, you have been giving them calomel, I reckon,"
said l\Ir. Hunt.
The physician appreciated the joke, and told it with a relish.
No man eyer walketl the l1ighways of Boscawen who had so
hearty a laugh as 1\Ir. Hunt. \Vhen anything pleased him he
laughed all over, with a heartiness that was contagious. He began with a haw-ha"·-haw, deep, resonant, to be written large, if
expressed in writing, accelerating the haw-haw, catching his
breath, beginning over again, repeating, changing to ho-ho-ho,
for several minutes.
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Once his supper was hasty-pudding and milk, and he ate
heartily,-ate till the platter was clean. It was in the days when
fire-places were used, and he laid down upon the floor to enjoy
its genial warmth, and soon fell asleep. Some young men, who
had dropped in, thought it an excellent opportunity to play a joke
upon the sleeper, and, creeping up stairs and raising a board~ they
dropped a pumpkin in the last stage of mello';rness plnmp upon
the prostrate form. They were roystering fellows, who tlicl not
stop to reflect upon the indecency. ~Ir. Hunt awoke, and in
lugubrious tones thus upLraided his wife:
"There, wife, now see what you have done. \Yhat did you
give me all that pudden for? Yon might have ]mown I would
eat it all, even if there was a bushel of it. HE're I am, busted!"
Another character was ~Ir. Obadiah Elkins, whose otluity may
have been intensified by a disappointment of the affections. He
was a builder of many houses. They were not spaeious, or lofty,
but of small size. He would o1tain permission from some kind
neighbor to put up a cabin, and with much diligence adtl room
after room at all sides. \Vhen weary of residing in that locality
he would dispose of them for a small sum, anti begin again in
another place. He resi<.led chiefly in l3ashan.
Once he grew weary of life, and resolved to commit suicide. He
made his way to Pillsbury's mill-pond, and plunged in, held his
head beneath the water awhile, and then waded to the shore. In
rehearsing what he had done, he said he ''couldn't hold his Lreath
long enough to dro"·n." He did not see the absurdity of theremark, and even wondered at the laughter it created.
Again, when sick, he wished to shuffie off this mortal coil.
" I have tried to die," he said. "If I were to die, I couldn't try
any harder !"
\Vhile prostrated by sickness, Rev ..l\Ir. Price called upon him
to offer the consolations of religion, praying not alone for the sick
man, but giving wide scope to his supplication. l\Ir. Elkins was
restored to health, and, wishing to show his appreciation of l\Ir.
Price's kindness, determined to make him a present of a half
bushel of beans. He showed a grim humor by oLtaining from the
neighbors several varieties, white and speckled, cranberry and
pink-eyed, bush and pole, large and small.
"I notice, l\fr. Elkins, that ·you have all sorts of beans in your
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basket," was the remark of the reverend gentleman, vdlCn he
thanked the donor for the gift.
"\Yell, sir, yon prayed all sorts, and I thought I would give
you all sorts," was the witty reply. The humor was keenly relished hy the recipient.
ConYinced in his own mind that he \Yas not going to live long,
he resolYed to haYe his coffin made, that his friends might not be
burdened by such a tlnty, and carriet1 the boards to a joiner, who,
upon measuring them, saitl to J\Ir. Elkins:
"The hoards are not long enough."
"Oh ! I can scrooch up a little," was the reply.
He lived in the days when men drank liquor. He usually
tlrank in moderation, hut when his lJrain \Yas excited by alcohol,
there was a delicious incongruity in his humor. He called one
clay at the house of Col. ,John ]Tanner, where the good \Yives of
the neighborhood bad assembled for a quilting. He seated himself hefore the fire, and taking a clean shirt from a package, proceeded to chauge his clothing, \Vhereupon l\Irs. F. told him that
he could have the use of the adjoining room.
"Oh, I can shut my eyes!" was the reply.
Once, \Yhen l1a\·ing been refused a mug of cider by the same
lady, he politely expressed his angE'r, not by wishing she were
dead, bnt \\·i~:>hing that she \nre "nicely in beaYcn."
His house and the grounds around were ever a pattern of neatness. He was kind-hearted, and ever ready to oblige his neighbors. Nature was not niggardly in her endowments, but a bitter
disappointment blighted his life aml made him what he was.
Kind-hearted men were they all, and they made the town
merry with their wit.
One of Doctor Elijah Bl::tisdel's female patients was noted for
her ct.:onomy, never permitting anything to be wasted. There had
been sickness in the family, and there was a good supply of pills
and }10\Yder::; on hand, after the recovery of the children.
"It's too bad to han; them wasted," said the mother, who,
mixing jalop, calomel, ipecac, all in one mess, swallowed the
mixture ! The results may be imagined.
Anothel' woman, who never had travelled, hut who contemplated a visit to distant friends, fearful that she might he ill, sat
up through the night, and drank so much herb tea that in the
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morning she was prostrated with sickness, and the journey never
was made.
V. D. 1\I.
On page 159, mention is made of the enlogy upon \Vashington,
delivered by R.ev. Ariel Kendrick, v. D. 1\I., with the statement
that none of the oldest inhabitants lmew the meaning of the cabalistic letters. Since the page has been printed, it has been ascertained that they stood for Veterinary Dodor of l\Ie,licine; or,
in other words, that Tie\r. 1\Ir. Kendrick, in addition to his calling
~s a preacher, united th~tt of "cow doctor."

TREES.
1'he first trees transplanted in Boscawen, probably, were those
set out by Rev. Phineas Ste\·ens, none of which remain except
possibly the tree standing ncar the residrnce of ~T acob Hosmer.
One of those set out by ltev. 1\Ir. S. stooll in front of the hat-shop
of J\Ir. Jacob Hosmer, senior ;-it was blown Jown in 1834.
The large elm opposite the academy was set out 1y \Villiam
Gill about 1190 [see Gill Gen., p. 551].
The elms standing on the west sicle of King street, between the
residence of James H. Gill and l\fr. Hickfonl, were set out by
.Joel French, \Ym. G. Emerson, CoL Joseph and N. P. Atkinson, some time during the flrst llecalle of the century [seep. :332].
Those on the opposHe siLlc of the street, south of the meetinghouse, were set out by Russell Ambrose, 1834: [see p. 232], for
which he recei,red the thanks of the Congregational society.
The largest elms in the academy yard were transplanted in
1829 Ly Davill K. Jones, a stmlent at the a<.;ademy. He went
\Vest, aml died in l\Iichigan. 1'he maple near the entrance was
set ont by Charles C. Coffin, in 183a. IIe set out others, lmt that
alone survived, owing to the rude treatment to which all were sul•jected from being used as hitching-posts.
The first damask rose in town, probably, grew on a bush
brought from Newbury (Byfield parish), ::\las::;., J,y Henry Little,
about 181G. He obtained it from the garL1cn of lion. Gorham
Parsons. It was transplanted in Dea. Enoch Little's front yard)
and flourished for many years.
The lilac trees standing in front of the resiLience of II. H.
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and J. L. Gerrish, the largest of which is eighteen inches in circumference four feet from the ground, and sixteen feet high, were
brought from Hopkinton by J\Iiss Sally Gerrish, mother of I)rof.
J\f. G. Farmer, prior to 1810. She obtained them from the garden of Dr. Currier.
COLLEGIA'fE AND l)ROFESSIONAL RECORD.
The record ineludes those who have entered professional life
with or without a collegiate course,-ministers, doctors, lawyers,
teaehers, editors, journalists, civil and mechanical engineers,-and
comprises not only those who were Lorn in Boscawen, but those
who have made it their place of residence.
ABBOT, JAJ\IES B., physician [see Gen.].
ABBOT, .Ton~ E., grad. Dart., 1858; attorney in Cal. [see Gen.].
ABBOT, 'VARnEs, teacher; lives in 'Vebster [see Gen.].
A:\IES, Crr ARLES H., grad. Amherst, 18i0; resides in Boston; engaged
in publishing.
AREY, ~ATHANIEL H., grad. Dart., 18-U; physician in 'VeLster.
ATKINSO~, JoNATHAN, Rev., grad. Dart., 1787; minister at Limington,
Me. [see Gen.].
ATKI~SON, DANIEL C., Han., grad. Dart., 1806 [see Gen.].
ATIONSON, SA:\IUEL, grad. Brown, 1815 [sec Biog.J.
ATKINSON, JAcon, grad. Brown, 1815 [see Gen.].
ATKINSON, SIJ\IEON, grad. Dart.; stndied medicine [see Gen.].
BAKER, JosEPH, stndied medicine with Dr. Alpheus :Morrill, of Concord; physician at Abington; died about 18li5 or 1860.
BACIIELDER, CALVIN, physician on Corser hill, 1830-1840; moved to
Salisbury.
BENNET, SAL:\ION, Rev., grad. l\liddlebury; associate pastor Cong.
church in B., 1832-1836.
BLAISDEL, ELIJAH, physician on Corser hill from 1830 to his death in
1840; had large practice.
BrSBEE, MARVIN D., Rev., grad. Dart.; minister Cong. church, Fisherville, 187 -!-1877.
, BOWERS, DENNISO~, physician on the Plain, 180:.!-1815.
Bnowx, 'VtLLIAlii ,V., physician on the Plain, 1853-1850.
BunnANK, CALEB, Hev., grad. Dart., 1821; Cong. minister at Chester, Rutland, l\laclison, and Bloomfield, 0. [see Geu.J.
BuxTo~, EDWAJtD, Ilev., pastor Cong. ehurch, Webster, 1830-1878
[see Biog.J.
BUTLER, NEHEliiiAII, attorney, Fisherville [see Gen.].
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BuRPEE, J. G., grad. Dart. l\Iedical School, 1857.
CALL, TIMOTHY, grad. Dart., 1790; attorney; resided in Gilmanton
and Cleveland, Ct.; drowned in Lake Champlain in 1804.
CALL, NATHAN, physician [see Gen.].
CALL, RoYAL, physician; resided at Lowell.
CALL, 0LOFF H., Rev., grad. N. H. Conference Seminary; thinister
Methodist church [see Biog.J.
CHA:\lBEr:LAIN, \VILLIA:\1, physician in \\r orcester, Mass.
CHANDLER, JoHN, grad. Dart., 1805 [see Gen.].
CHASE~ \V AHREN E., physician; resided on Plain from 1830-184:5.
when he moved to Portland, where he practised till his death.
CHASE, \VARREX P., grad. Dart., 1857; physician in Portland.
CHADWICK, ED:\IUND S., editor N. H. Observe1· [see Gen.].
CHADWICK, ALBERT G., editor Caledonian, St. J olmsbury, Vt. [see
Gen.].
CrrADWICK, A. G., grad. Dart. :Medical School; died before engaging
in practice.
CoFFIN, NEIIEl'IIlAII C., Rev., grad. Dart., 1837; minister Cong.
church, Circleville, Piqua, and Sandusky, 0. [see Biog.J.
CoFFIN, CnARLES C., author and journalist; resides in Boston [see
lliog.].
CoGSWELL, FRANCIS, attorney; resided on Corser hill; now in l\Iinn.
[see Gen.].
CoGs·wELL, AliiOS, attorney; resides Owatona, l\Iinn. [see Gen.].
CoGSWELL, JosEPH S., Rev., Cong. minister \\'"est Auburn, l\Ie. [see
Gen.].
CoLBURN, S.DIUEL, Rev., grad. Dart., 1808; minister Cong. church,
Taunton, Abington, Attleboro', Sandwich, 1\Iass., Newark, N.J.
CoRSEI!, ENocu, Rev., grad. Middlebury, 1811; Cong. minister [see
Biog.J.
CoRSER, S. G. ll., grad. Dart., 1841; teacher [see Gen.].
CoRSER, DA vm S., attorney; resides in Concord; served in Rebellion
[see Mil. Hist.].
Coucn, PLU:\Il\IER, Rev., minister :l\Iethodist church, Ill. [see Gen.].
DAsco:u, \VrLLIA:\1 1 physician; resided on the Plain, 1832 and 1833.
DAXFORTII, 1V"rLLIA:\I, civil engineer; resides in l\Iinn.
Drx, .[onN A., Hon., governor of N. Y., etc. [see Biog.J.
ELLIOT, l\IosEs, Rev., grad. Dart.; Cong. minister [see Gen.].
E:\IERY, S. l\1., physician at Fisherville.
EATO~, HoRACE, D. D., Hev., grad. Dart.; resided several years in
Boscawen; has been pastor Cong. church, Palmyra, N.Y., for
nearly 30 years.
FAR:IIER, MosEs G., Prof., U.S. Naval Torpedo Station, Newport, R.
I. [see Biog.J.
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FAvoR, l\I. P., Rev., minister Christian Union church, 'Vebster •
.FESSENDEN, 'VILLIA:\I P., Hon., grad. Bowdoin; senator in Congress;
Secretary of Treasury [see Diog.J.
FELLOWS, JonN, grad. Dart., 1838; physician at Loudon and Concord
[see Gen.].
FISKE, A. ,V., Rev., minister Cong. church, Fisherville.
FITTS, JOHN l\I., physician at Bradford and 'Varner.
FowLEn, SAMUEL, firt't lawyer in Boscawen; resided on Plain.
FHENCH, HENHY S. G., Rev., grad. Yale; missionary to Siam [see
Biog.].
FRENCH, JonN A., Rev., grad. 'Villiams; minister Fonrth Presbyterian church, Chicago [sec Gen.].
FnENCII 1 AsA l\I., grad. Dart., 1873; civil engineer [see Gen.].
GEOHGE, AusTIN, physician; resided on 'Vater st. and Corser hill,
1816-1828; moved '"est.
GERIUsn, SA:\I UEL graLl. Dart., 1703; ph} sician in Sanbornton; died
1800 [see Gen.].
GREENOUGH, ELBRIDGI<~ F., grad. Dart., 1828; attorney [see Gen.].
GREENOUGH, JoHN B., grad. Yale, 1834 [see Gen.].
GREEN, PETER, attorney, 1705; resided on the Plain.
GHEEN, NATHANIEL, attorney, 1705-1808; resided on the Plain.
GmmN, NATHANIEL, Jr., editor Boston Post, and author [see Biog. ].
GnEI~N, CHAHLES G., editor Boston Post [see Biog.J.
GRAYES, E. E., physician on the Plain.
liAHDY, A. C., Hev., teacher, Penacook Academy [p. 202].
ILuwiMAN, DA Y1D, Rev., minister Christian Union church, 1825-1833!
died in 'Veare, 18-U.
HASELTINE, HICIIAIW, physician mentioned in Rev. l\Ir. Price's history.
HOS:\IER, 'VILLTA:\I II., physician; grad. Dart. l\Iedical College; resides in Fisherville [see Gen.].
JACK:\lAN, JonN, teacher of music; resides on Qlleen st. [see Gen.].
JEWETT, 'VILLIAM R., Rev., minister Cong. church, Fisherville, 1863-

1874.
KrLDURN, JoHN A., attorney; graJ. Harvard; resided in Fisherville;
died in 1860.
KILnUim, GALEN F., ~ttorney; resides in Creston, Iowa [see Gen.].
KnmALL, PETEn, Rev., Cong. minister; preached in Ill.
KnmALL, LYcunGus P., Rev., grad. lllinois college; Cong. minister in
l\Iilford and other places; died 1851.
KIMBALL, l\IILTON, Rev., Cong. minister; preached 'Vest.
KIMBALL, 'VILLIA::\1 l\I., mechanical engineer; resides in l\Iinneapo1is,
l\Iinn. [see Gen.].
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Kil\IBALL, 'VILLIAl\1 S., mechanical engineer; resides in Rochester, N.
Y. [see Gen.].
Kn.IBALL, JonN, mechanical engineer [see Biog.J.
KnmALL, BEN.JAl\IIX A., grad. Dart. Scientific School, 1852; mechani.
cal engineer [see Biog.J.
LITTLE, JACOB, D. D., Rev., grad. Dart. 1822; Cong. minister, Granville, 0. [see Biog.J.
LITTLE, HEXRY, D. D., Rev., grad. Dart., 1826; agent Amer. Home
1\liss. Society [see Biog.].
LITTI.E, CHARLES H., Hev., grad. Dart., 1827; editor N. H. Observer
[ see Biog.J.
LITTLE, Lr<:vr, Rev., grad. Dart., 1854; Cong. minister [see Gen.].
LITTLE, ARTHUR, Rev., grad. Dart., 18GO; Cong. winister Bedford,
and Fondnlac, 'Vis., N. E. church, Chicago [see Gen.].
LITTLE, CuARLES, grad. Dart., 18GO; surgeon U. S. Navy; physic1an
at Acton, l\[ass. [see Biog.J.
LITTLE, 1\losEs C., civil engineer, St. Louis, 1\lo. [See Gen.].
MERIULL, NATHANIEL, Rev., grad. Harvard, 1755; third minister in
Boscawen [see Hist.J.
MoRRILL, RomE, Rev., grad. Harvard, 175t); second minister in
Boscawen [see lliog.J.
1\loRRILL, CALvrx, grad. Dart. , 1820; teacher; resided on Corser hill
[see Gen.].
MoRRILL, 'YILLIAl\I S., Rev., minister Christian Union church [sec
Ecclesiastical Ilist.J.
PEACH, TIIOl\IAS, physician on Plain 1813-1832; moved to "rest Creek,
Ind., 185G, where he still resides.
PEeKER, J. E., teacher and journalist [see Diog.J.
PETERsox, DAXIEL. first physician in Boscawen, 1772-1817; surgeon in
Bennington campaign; had an exteusive practice.
PETERsox, DAXIEL, Jr., physician.
rETERSON, SAl\IUEL, physician.
PILLSBURY, BEN.IAl\IIN D., Hev., presiding elder M. E. church, Middl etown, Conn.
PILLSBURY, JosEPH L., engineer [see Biog.J.
PIXKERTOX, DAVID, Rev., grad. Dart.; Cong. minister ; resides Grinnell, Iowa [see Ge11.].
PrNKEnTox, 1\Iynox, Hev., grad. Ripon college, \Vis.; missionary
Amer. Board to South Africa [see Gen.].
PoLLY, l\losEs, R ev ., minister Christian Union church, 1840-1815.
PnocTon, .JoHN, physician on the Plain , 1820-1825; moved to Epsom.
PRICE, EnEXEZim, Rev., first minister Co11g. church,
ebster [see
Biog.J.
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FREDERIC, grad. Dart., 1838; physician in Ohio [see Gen.].
RoWELL, ELI.JAH, physician on Corser hill, 181 G-1820.
RoLFE, HE~HY P., grad. Dart. 18±8; attorney in Con~ord [see Gen.].
SAWYER, S.uiUgL, physician mentioned by Rev. l\Ir. Price.
SAWYER, BENJA:\IIN, physician on Corser hill, 18-!0-1843.
SEYERAXCE, l\I. L., Rev., grad. :Middlebury; minister Cong. church,
186!-186!), now at Orwell, Vt.
SIIEPAI~D, FoRREST, Pl'of., grad. Dart., 18:27 [see Biog.J.
SLEEPER, NEIII~:\IIAII, Rev., minister Christian Uuion church, 18351840 [see Gen.].
S:-.IITII, A:'>IBIWS~<:, He,·., grad. Dart. 18±5; minister Cong. church,
18.):3-186:2 [see lliog.].
S.:'IIITII, JusTIX H., grad. Dart., 1877 [see Gen.].
SToxE, SILAS C., teacher; master Sherwin school, Boston [see Gen.].
STOXE 1 C. J. F., attorney at Plymouth; died 18GO [see Gen.].
STE\'Exs, PmXEAs, Hev., grad. Harvard; first minister in Boscawen
[see Biog.J.
STEVExs, TinADFOlW N., Hon., grad. Dart., 1835; attorney at Princeton, Ill.; member of Cougress.
TEXXEY, .ToxATIIAx, grad. Dart., 18-1:1; teacher Pembroke Academy,
1844-184!); Pittsfield, 1850-1853; Manche:;ter, 1853-185G; Elmwood Institute, 1856-1868 [p. 291]; connected with N.Y. State
Board of Education; Librarian of Young l\Ien's Christian Association at Albany.
TILTOX, Jorrx. Itev., minister Christian Union church.
TITCO:\IB, G. P., physician in Salisbury.
TnACY, CALEB B., Hcv., grad. 'Villiams; minister Con g. church, 18371851 [see Ecclesiastical Ilist.J.
TuCKER, \VILLIA:\1 J., D. D., Rev., grad. Dart., 18Gl; minister Franklin St. Cong. church, Manchester, now of l\ladison Square Presbyterian church, New York.
,,. ALI~ER, SILAS C., grad. Dart., 182!); attorney in Virginia, l\lississippi; died in Arkansas, 18.58.
\\'~<:BSTEH, DAxmL, lion., grad. Dart., 1801; attorney [see Biog.J.
·wEBSTER, Ez~<:K£EL, lion., grad. Dart., 180-1; attorney [see Biog.J.
'''1msnm, ELIPIIALET K., physician [see Biog.J.
\\YELLS, THO:\IAS, physician on the Plain, 17!)5-1800; moved to IIopkinton.
\Y.mniAX, Z. G., grad. Harvard; attorney on Corser hill, 1831-18±0.
\VILsox, .Ton, physician; resided on \Vater st., afterwards in Franklin.
\Vooo, SA:\IUEL, llev., grad. Dart., 17i!.l; minister in Boscawen [see
Diog.J.
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In addition to those citizens of Boscawen and \Vebster who
have entered the ministry, arc the women whose names are here
given, who have married ministers, and have thus been influential
in moulding society:
BRIDGE, EMILY, dau. Samuel, of Billerica, l\lass.; resides in B.; m.
Rev. Henry Jewett, Cong. minister in l\laine.
CoGSWELL, Runr, dan. Nehemiah, sen.; m. Rev. Samuel ,y, Colburn
[see Professional Record].
Drx, RACHEL B., dan. Col. Timothy; m. Rev. Daniel Temple, of Reading, l\Iass.; missionary to l\lalta [see Gen.].
Dzx, LoursA FRANCES, dau. Col. Timothy; m. Rev. Edward Buxton,
of B. [see Gen.].
GREE:\'OUGH, ELLEN, dan. J olm; m. Rev. D. R. Brewer, minister
Episcopal church.
GEnRrsn, SALLY, dau. of Dea. Enoch; m. Rev. Samuel Bliss [ see Gen.].
GEnRrs rr, SALLY, dau. of Col. Joseph; m. Rev. Enoch Corser [see Gerrish and Corser Gen.].
GERRISH, l\IARY, dan. Uol. Joseph; m. Rev. 'Vm. Patrick, of Canterbury [see Gen.].
GERRI SH, APPHIA, dau. Jacob; m. Rev. Phannuel Warriner, ofCanandaigua, N. Y.; resides in Texas [see Gen.].
KNIGIIT, CATHARlNE, dau. of Caleb; m. Rev. Nathaniel Barker, Coug.
minister at 'Vakefiel<l for many years.
LITTLE, RI.WDA, dau. Benjamin; m. Rev. Calvin Cutter, Presbyterian
minister at 'Vindham. Her eldest son, Rev. Charles , is Cong.
minister in Ohio; her second son, H.ev. Carrol, is pre sident 'Yestern Reserve College, Ohio [see Gen.].
LITTLE, JANE, dau. of Joseph; m. Rev. Amos P. Brown, of Campton,
home missionary for many years in Ill. [see Gen.].
LITTLE, E:~nrA, dau. Jesse; m. Rev. Addison Kingsbury, of Putnam,
0. [see Gen.].
PATRICK, MARY, dau. of John, and great-granddaughter of Col. Joseph Gerrish, is missionary to Turkey, residence at Constantinople.
PRicE, :MAnY F., dau. Rev. Ebenezer; m. Rev. Addison Kingsbury, of
Putnam, 0.
PRicE, E7~1ILY P., dan. Rev. Ebenezer; m. Rev. Z. K. Hawley, Cong.
minister of Conn.; resides in l\Iemphis, Tenn.
PLUMMER, LUCRETIA A., dan. Capt. Joshua C.; m. Rev. Charles Temple.
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SWEATT, FLORA, dan. Isaac T.; m. Rev. II. Hartwell, minister l\Iethodist church.
SWEATT, El\11LY 1 dau. Isaac T.; m. llev. Greenleaf 'Varner, minister
l\Iethodist church.
SWEATT, AntETTA, dau. George; m. Rev. G. ,V. Smith, minister
l\Ietbodist church.
'VEBSTER, ALICE, dan. Hon. Ezekiel; m., 1st, Rev. Jarvis Gregg, professor at 'Vestern Reserve college, 0.; 2d, !lev. Geo. B. Whipple, of Oberlin.
'VEnsTER, MARY ANN, dan. l-Ion. Ezekiel; m. Prof. Edwin D. Sanborn, of Dartmouth college.
"'EllSTEH, ANN R., dau. Nathaniel; m. Rev. Horace Eaton, D. D., minister at Palmyra, N. Y.
"rORCESTER, BETSEY, niece of Rev. Samuel 'Vood; m. Rev. Stephen
J3liss: Cong. minister.
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•\ssociation, ministerial, 228.
Association test, IH, 115.

Centennial celebration, 215.
Characters, 6fi0.
Check-list, 181.
Church and state, 152, 161.
Church difficultie~. 241.
Churches in ~ew Hampshire, 216.
Christian Rapti~t church, 242.
"
Union society, 188, 191, 206, 240,
242.

-

Rattle of Lexington, 247.
Baptisms, 240.
Baptbt society, 21l5.
" church, 243.
Basllanl\lining Co., 170.
Ray State l'salm Hook, 2!l3.
l:enniugton campaign, 253.
''
battle, 257.
soldier~,

l!55, 265.

anniversary, 225.
Rennet, Salmon, Rev., 232, 235.
Tiishop, J o~iah, killed by Imlians, 3D.
"
Enos, captured by Indians, 69, 76.
Biographical history, 301.
Boscawen, how spelleu, 83.
Boston, Fort hill, 105.
noscawen l\lnsical Society, 206.
I:omls, taxation of, 223.
" sale of, 224.
Bounties for soldiers, 22Z.
llritlges-Boscawen, 19~, G4G.
"
Blackwater, 104, 105, 128, 131.
"
Canterbury, 1G5, 166, IDS, 645.
Chamller's, 646.
Clay hill, 131.
"
Contoocook, 21, 02, 166, 18!:!, 647.
Brown, ,John, journal, 11.
l~uxton, Edward, Rev., 239, 323.
Hunker hill sohliers, 248.
Burial grounus, ISO, 22:~.
Cmnbritlge platform, 233.
Campaign of 1777, 252.
Call, Philip, J\lrs., ldlle1l l1y Indians, 6D.
California emigration, 210.
Cresar killed by Inuians, 41.
Canterbury garrison, 40.
Central Musical Society, 298.
Celebration at .Xewbnry, 79.

Clocks, 643.
Clough, Almer, journal, 43, 45.
Clough, Jeremiah, 40, 78.
Collegiate record, 657.
Coos sohliers, 253.
Coiis, roatl to, 55.
Coltl Friday, liS.
Colonial jurisdiction, 33, 35.
Con~titntion of N. II., 143, 221, 224.
Cook, Thomas, killcu by Indians, 41.
County almshouse, 222.
Coffin, Peter, Capt., 111. 113.
Correspondence between Gov. \Yentworth
and Gov. Shirley, 57, 62.
Committee of Safety, 112.
Commercial distress, 202.
Corser hill meeting-house, 236.
Continental soldier>:, 267.
Congregational church in :Fisherville, 243.
Congregationalism, return to, 235.
Cut nails, 642.
Currency, 55,101,117, 110,129,132, 156.
Customs, 174, 194, 195.
Crows, 197.
Dartmouth college, 227.
"
"
road to, 131.
Day-book of Den. Enoch Little, 184.
Debt, funding of, 213.
Destitution, 184.
Diary of Col. Henry Gerrish, 247.
"
Lieut. John Flamlers, 250.
Capt. Peter Kimball, 253, 261.
Disturbance in town-meeting, 168.
Division of the town, 619.
Dollars, first use of the word, 100.
1 >us ton, l\Irs., 5.
Duston memorial, 648.
Dutch ovens, 176.
Ea~tahrook,

Samuel, Rev., 118.
Early singing, 294.
Ecclesiastical history, 226.
Educational history, 279.
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.l\Tap for schools, 2IC.
,)Ierrimac k valley settlements, 19.
•·
hall, :.?33.
:\Terrill, .Xatllanid, HeY., 97, !J!J, 100, 101,
10:.?, 104, lOS, 234.
.l\leloon family captured, 63, 65, 6G, G7.
.l\T ethodist church, 243 .
Fctleml soldiers, 20'3.
.Mecting-lwuse~. 23, 25. 98, lOl. 105, 11(1, 12D,
"
cou~titntion, 134, 135.
131, 136, 137, 13!1, UO, HI, 153, 157, 187,
Fe~tiYitie~, 141.
1~ 8, 200, 22G.
Felt hats, tH2.
Ferry, :.:!2.
l\lilitary history, 245.
First l:tw-suit, 92.
"
spirit, 170.
preparations, 2GS.
" ~cttlers, Vi.
" minister, 22.
"
receip~~. 252, .266;..~ ')- n-o
c:unpmgns,
269, ~,o, ~•1, ::;,~, 273.
" town·meeting, 83.
::\1 ills, 17, 2 I, :!24, 225, G3S.
election under the constitution, 135.
l\lini~t<>rs,
657.
'' utilitary company, 3i.
l\linister's lot, 75.
saw-mill, ]j, 21.
"
patriotism, 228.
" child, IS.
oaths, 22i.
Fire precinct. 209.
wive,.,
GG2.
" e ngine, !.!Oi.
Foxes, 19i.
l\liscellauy, Gl9.
:\Ioney, :o.c:rrcity of, 132.
Fort, 26, 52.
1\IothPr Iloit, 176.
:French war, 51, ';'G, i!l.
.:'IToml society, 182.
1•'mmed houses, 85.
l"reshcts, J!J1, 19:?, 19,q,
)[orrill, Hoi.Jie, l~e,·., 84, SG, 8i, SS, 91, 93,
\H, 96,113.
Gate~, llorutio, thanl;s to Doscawcn sol- .l\Tnsters, 1 ~~ 2, 193, 273, 2i4, 2i5 .
.l\Iusical societies, llJtl.
tliers, 2ti6.
Ge ntl emen's f:u·m;,, 10.
education, 29:>.
"
instruments, 296.
Goffe, ,John, 41. 72.
Hoiug to meeting, 1H.
Grant to Contoocook, 3.
Xewspapers, Iii.
Graft.on Presbytery, 108, 234.
Xew style, L5 .
Urbt-mill in Concord, 48.
Xew lights, 233.
Urist.mills in Boscawen, G3'l.
Xew county, 134, ISS, 189.
Xew York campaign, 251.
Gunpowder, 132.
Xorway plain, 212.
Hay-scale;., 17i.
Xotices of first settlers, 302.
ll ear~e horse,;, 193.
Health, 63G.
Occupations, 173, 174, 175.
Highway ob;;trnctiou~, 2'1.
Unlinatiou of Hev. l'hineas Stevens, 29, ::;o,
31, 32.
History of the town, 2H, :!24, 223.
Honorable action of proprieton, 52.
U\·erhanling a committee, 131.
Household furniture, 73, 176.
U!licial history, G19.
IJutl~on Ri\·er campaign, 251.
Palm-leaf hat~, G41.
Illegal Yoting, 211.
Patriotic action, 117, 21!J, 220.
Implement~, 1 .4.
Parsonage lands, sale of, H3.
Industries, 637.
Pains, 88.
lnsnrancP company, 20G.
l'uper rags , 120.
Indians, 37, 39, 40, 41, 42, 53, Go, G4, G5, G8 .l'arty spirit, 174,202,203.
GD, iO, 71, 75, i8.
Paupers, 105, 162, 178.
Iro11 axleR, 184.
Penacook acatlemy, 292.
Penalties, 312
Jackman, lllo.;es, captnre•l hv Iudians, 78. People's lleclaration, lOG, 107.
Jutitice of the peace , D-l.
•
Petitions of citizens of _\nllover anti other
towns, 1.
Kears::trge mountain,-!-!.
Petition of citir.ens of Xewl>ury, 3.
P etitions of citir.en~ of Contoocook, 23, 37,
Lexington, l>attl(' of, 111, 11~.
38, 47, 48, G-!, H, 94, 97.
LPgacy of ltev. ::;amnel \\"oo•l, 232.
Petition for a new town, 137.
Lin•~ l>etweeu Bo~cawen anti Canterl>urv, Physicians, 108.
209.
• Plunder, sale at Battenkill, 265.
Lin e l>etwecn Bo~cawe n and Concord, 1!J8. Pound, H9.
"
''
~la s~. atl\1 X. II., 34.
Post routes , 1-13, 20G.
J,il>rary, 1-H.
Pottery, 642.
Licenses, H~, 193.
Polls. 100.
Lien of m echanic.•, 20!).
l:opulation.!J4, !J!J, 112, 128, 133, 191, 635.
Lot~, 1~. 14, 23, 24, 88.
I rogress, 1, ::;,
Lords proprietor~, 49, 12G.
Professional record, 661.
},umber, 210, G37.
Prisoners, liberation of, 59.
Produce, prices of, 155.
l\lartin Luther 1\Tusical :Society, 298.
Province road, 103.
l\Iauufacturers, 132, GH.
Price, Ebenezer, Rev., lSi, 236.
Ela, Samuel, Rev., 113.
Elmwoo•lln~titute, 291.
Elevations, 635.
Endicott, Uov., 5.
Expedition to Upper Connecticut, GS.
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Proprietors' records, 208.
Proprietors' meeting;~, 3. S, D, 16, 17, 20, 26,
35, 38, 40, 46, 47, 49, 50, 51, 63, 75, 77, SD,
150.
Propri etors' clerk, 84.
!'reaching at the 'Vest end, 118.
Quebec expedition, 249.

Stevens, Phineas, Tiev., 22, 28, 72.
Stores, 148.
Snits to recover taxes, 151.
Surplus re~eune, 197, 201.
Survey of Contoocook, 8.
l':iunday tmvclliug, 1GO.
"
;;chool~, 183, 2-H.
Swine, 181, 19~.

Rai~ing

the meeting-house, 148.
Railroaus, 207, 208, 211.
Record of mortality, 636.
R evimls, 182.
Jleceipt for gun, 249.
ltebellion, 212, 213, 217, 219.
Religious society reco rd;~, 230.
"
controversy, 174.
di~Sf'llt, 50, 51, 'jj,
Reduction of Canada, 85.
lU1o•le bland campaign, 267.
l~oll of honor at Bunker hill, 249.
Hoad to llopkintou, 190.

Tanning, 643.
Taxation, exemption from, 224.
Tavern~, 149, 150, 1o5, 193.
Teachers' institute, 2~2.
Temperance, 19-1, !D5, 196.
Theology, 125.
Ticonderoga sol<1ier;;, 251.
Town charter, 74, 76, 7D.
"
corn, 108.
censn~, 128.
hon;;e , 21, 201, 206, ~09.
f.'ll'lll, 190, 197.
seal, 19~.
ol!icers, 622
Saw-mills on the Blackwater, llD.
Transition period, 11!0.
Trespass, 156.
Sabatis aJHl Plansawa, 53, 5G, 57.
Trees, 232, 656.
Sale of almshonse, 2H.
Tra veiling on ~unday, 1~3.
Scouting party, G3.
Selectmen's acco unts, 87, 88, 81, 93, 94, 108, Trouble with England, 149.
Turnpikes, 162.
11 8, llD, 120, 121, 122, 123, 14~, 170.
Tract uistril.Jution, 229.
Settlemeuts, 85, DO.
:;emphine~,

209.

Second Cong. church, 238,239.
Schools, 86, 92, 07, 10-1, 108, 109, 112, 113 ,
116,118, 124, 128, 129, 135, 148, 153, 1G7,
169.
School lots, ]3.5.
" law, 169.
Shay's r ebellion, 133.
Sheep, 180. 193.
Singing-schools, 299, 390.
Soldiers in Inuian war;;, 2H, 245.
"
in Hevolntion, 247, 2-10, 251, 253,
255, 263, 267.
Soluiers in war with Great Tiritain, ':?69.
"
in the Rebellion, 276, 277, 278.
Smith, Ambrose, R ev., 235.
Small pox, 218, 160.
Spinning-, 637.
~tages, 178.
State eapital, 163.
" bounties, 222.
" police, 2~3.

Univer,;alist society, 161, 197.
Vagrant s, 197,202.
Vermont Committee of Safety, 254.
Yoltmteers, 212, 213.
"ra~ hington,

'·

death of, 158.
Benevolent Soci ety, 181.

" T:\1' with Great Britain, l ot,

~6~.

" rnr of Hebellion. 275.
" ' arning out, 90, 130.
W esterly Religions society, 1G6, 236.
" "ehster, Ezekiel, d eath of, 1D3.
"
John, Cn ptain, 7I.
incorporation of, 217.
first town-meeti ng in, 219.
settlement with Uoscawen, 219.
WhijJping-posts, 170.
" ' ilt animals, 650.
"rood, ~amuel, llev., 123, 125, lH, 161.
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