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SOME COLONIAL FAMILIES 

OF VIRGINIA 

Sometimes I think that those we’ve lost, 

Safe lying on th’ Eternal Breast, 

Can hear no sounds from earth that mar 

The perfect sweetness of their rest; 

But when one thought of holy love 

Is stirr’d in hearts they love below 

Through some fine waves of ambient air, 

They feel, they see it, and they know. 

Duke of Argyll 

by 

Alexander Cordon, Jr. 
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SOME COLONIAL FAMILIES 

OF VIRGINIA 





FOREWORD 

The story and description of the lives and accomplish¬ 

ments of the members of the families contained herein have 

been collected and put together by me from old letters, 

from old newspaper cuttings, contained in family scrap¬ 

books, and from inscriptions in burial grounds in Scotland 

and Virginia and from other sources I believe to be reliable 

and authentic. This is a brief record of my ancestors and 

of their children from whom I descend in direct descent. I 

have not put in any of the collateral branches of these 

families as 1 am writing this merely as a record for my son, 

Alexander (Gordon, 111 to whom 1 dedicate this little family 

history, with the hope that it may be of some interest to him 

in the years to come. 

* 

Alkxandkk Gordonj Jr. 

Baltimore, April 17th, 1939. 
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THE GORDON FAMILY OF SCOTLAND, 

VIRGINIA AND MARYLAND 

Historians say that the progenitor of the Gordon family 

in Scotland was Sir Adam de Gordon who came into Scot¬ 

land from Normandy during the reign of David I of Scot¬ 

land (1124-1153) and from whom he received large grants 

of land. The Gordon family of Virginia derive their 

descent from Sir William de Gordon, second son of Sir 

Adam de Gordon, who received from his father the barony 

of Stichell and Glenbens in Kirkcudbright comprising 

Kenmuir, Lochinvar and Galloway. 

Sir John Gordon, Laird of Lochinvar was elevated to 

the peerage with the title of Viscount Kenmuir and Loch¬ 

invar—by Charles I in 1033 and from him descend the 

Gordons of Virginia and Maryland. 

Southwestern Scotland lying between the river Nith 

and the Irish Channel is known as Galloway. This was the 

early home of the Gordons of Scotland. Mr. J. M. Sloan 

in his well known book “Galloway” writes this of the 

Galwegians. 

“In the van of the Scottish army were the Galwegians 

in the War of Independence, in the Douglas feuds, down to 

the battle of Flodden in 1513. On Flodden’s field of woe 

for Scotland they fought with all their characteristic valour 

and fearless dash, reckless of wounds and with a contempt 

for death. Among the flower of the Scottish chivalry that 

fell at Flodden there were numerous Galloway lairds and 

their feudal retainers, the men who, in the battle of Sanehie 

had earned (lie deputation of ‘Ihe fierce Galwegians’. 

Among lhose who fell at Flodden was Sir Alexander 
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SOME COLONIAL FAMILIES OF VIRGINIA 

Gordon of Lochinvar—the ‘young Lochinvar’ of Lady 

Heron’s song in Marmion, Sir Alexander Stewart of 

Garlies, from whom the earls of Galloway are descended; 

and Macdowalls, McCullochs, Adairs and Maclellans.” 

Foremost in that holocaust which stupidity wrung from 

patriotism at Flodden, were the men of Galloway, when, 

as Scott described the carnage in “Marmion”:— 

Day dawned upon the mountain’s side:— 

There, Scotland! lay thy bravest pride, 

Chiefs, Knights, and nobles, many a one: 

The sad survivors all are gone. 

The first of the Gordon family of whom we have authen¬ 

tic record is Samuel Gordon, who was horn in 10.56. He 

married Miss Margaret McKinnell and they lived at 

“Stockerton” in the parish of Kirkcudbright in Scotland, 

where he died on April 1.5th, 1732 at the age of seventy-six. 

His circumstances were comfortable and he was related to 

the families of Lord Kenmuir and the Gordons of Earlston 

and Greenlaw. 

II is son, John Gordon, married Miss Grace Xewall and 

died on August 23rd, 1738, aged fifty-six years. 

Samuel Gordon the first of “Lochdougan”, son of John, 

was born in 1722 and married on June 1st, 17-18, Miss 

Nicholas Brown, the daughter of John llrown of Cragen 

Collie. He died on February 22nd, 1799, and she died on 

November 18th, 179.5, aged seventy-one years. 

Samuel Gordon and his wife, Nicholas Frown Gordon 

had a large family. Their eldest son John, at his father’s 

death, inherited “Lochdougan’. Two younger sons, 

Samuel and Fasil, and lheir nephew, Samuel Gordon, Jr., 

I he son of .John, Laird of “Lochdougan”, came from Scot- 
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THE GORDON FAMILY OF SCOTLAND, VIRGINIA AND MARYLAND 

land to Virginia and settled at Falmouth in 1783. They all 

three married sisters, the daughters of William Knox, 

Esquire of “Windsor Lodge,” Culpepper County, Virginia, 

whose wife was Susannah Stuart Fitz Hugh, a great grand¬ 

daughter of Colonel William Fitz Hugh, who came to 

Virginia from Bedford, England in 1670. 

Mr. Knox himself belonged to a branch of the family 

from which sprang John Knox, the renowned Scottish 

reformer. 

Samuel Gordon and his brother Basil were men of 

marked financial ability. Soon after settling in Falmouth, 

at the time that England was engaged in war with Spain, 

they saw their opportunity and they began exporting large 

quantities of tobacco, which could be procured from the 

neighboring plantations along the Rappahannock at a small 

price and sold in England for a large profit, and thus they 

laid the foundation while still young men for unusually 

large fortunes for those times. 

Samuel Gordon, the elder of the two brothers and my 

great grandfather, married in 1798 Miss Susannah Fitz 

Hugh Knox. He acquired “Kenmore” near Fredericks¬ 

burg, Virginia, the former estate of Fielding Lewis, the 

brother-in-law of General Washington. Samuel Gordon 

died there on January 16th, 1843, at the age of eighty-four 

and his wife died in Baltimore in 1869, aged ninety-four 

years. 

Samuel Gordon and his wife had six sons and three 

daughters. Their fifth son. Alexander B. Gordon was my 

grandfather. lie was a graduate of Yale, in the Class of 

1833, and was a well known member of the Baltimore Bar. 

He was married in 1840 to Miss Margaret MeKim, the 

only daughter of*Mr. and Mrs. William Duncan MeKim of 

3 
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SOME COLONIAL FAMILIES OF VIRGINIA 

Baltimore. He built the handsome residence at 604 Cathe¬ 

dral Street in which my father, Alexander Gordon, was 

horn in 1844. Ilis wife died when my father was horn and 

my grandfather died in 18(51 at “Kenmore,” and is buried 

there in the family graveyard beside his father and mother. 

“Kenmore” is said to have been built in 1749 by Colonel 

Fielding Lewis for his bride, Betty Washington, the sister 

of General George Washington. The house is one of the 

best examples of Colonial architecture in existence and is 

remarkably beautiful. Samuel Gordon acquired it in 181G 

and it was sold by his sons in 1864. 

The construction of “Kenmore” began in 1752 on the 

land that had been surveyed and plotted by Washington. 

He was the engineer that saw the design carried out. The 

ceiling decorations lie conceived, the mantels he designed. 

From Trenton he brought Hessian prisoners to mould the 

ceilings and while he was away upon a campaign Betty 

wrote him that the work he had designed was completed. 

In his tent that night, by candlelight, he sketched the alle¬ 

gory of the fox and the crow, designed for the children of 

his beloved sister. 

In 1922, Fredericksburg was startled and shocked by the 

news that the owner of “Kenmore” at that time intended 

to tear down the old house, destroying the oaks planted by 

Washington, and sell the estate for building lots. 

Thereupon, the Daughters of the American Revolution 

formed the “Kenmore Association” to endeavor to save the 

old house. The owner of the property offered to sell it for 

$80,000, and the Association was given a short time in which 

to make an initial payment of $10,000. They succeeded in 

doing this and came into the possession of the property 

about a year later. 
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THE GORDON FAMILY OF SCOTLAND, VIRGINIA, AND MARYLAND 

So “Kenmore” is now open to the public and dedicated 

as a shrine of love and devotion to the memory of Washing¬ 

ton and the many happy days he passed at “Kenmore” with 

his sister and her husband, Colonel Fielding Lewis. 

In front of “Kenmore” and about 300 yards away stands 

the monument marking the grave of Mary Washington 

and behind this monument is the old burial ground of the 

Gordon family of “Kenmore”. 
* 

In 1913, I visited Scotland for the first time with my 

parents. We went to the Town of Kirkcudbright by train 

from London, changing coaches three times after reaching 

the border of Scotland. We stayed at the little hotel in Kirk¬ 

cudbright and though there were only pitchers of water and 

hand basins in our rooms they were beautifully clean and 

the food was extremely good. I remember Bass’ Ale cost 

three pence a bottle at that time. We visited the old grave¬ 

yard in the town adjoining the Church where our ancestors 

were buried and I copied the following inscriptions from the 

graveyard in Kirkcudbright, Scotland: 

To the memory of Nicholas Brown, spouse to 

Samuel Gordon of Lochdougan who died 18th 

November 179.5, aged 71 years. Also the said 

Samuel Gordon who died 22nd February 1799 in 

the 77th year of his age. 

Basil Gordon son to John Gordon of Loch¬ 

dougan died 24th April, 1803, aged 17 years. 

Also the said John Gordon of Lochdougan 

who died February 22nd, 1812, aged .59 years. 

Also William Gordon fourth son of the said 

John Gordon who died at St. Louis, North Amer¬ 

ica 21sl March, 1823 aged 29 years. 
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SOME COLONIAL FAMILIES OF VIRGINIA 

Marion Brown, relict of the late John Gordon 

of Lochdougan who died at Gatehouse 5th June 

1837 aged 80 years. Their third son John died at 

Falmouth, Virginia 10th December, 1820, aged 35. 

Also Alexander their fifth son died at Fred¬ 

ericksburg, Virginia 10th of March, 1832 aged 3I 

years. 

Also their daughter Margaret who died at 

Kdinburg 18th of May 1853. 

In memory of Alexander Gordon son of John 

Gordon of Lochdougan who died 20th July 1810 

aged 03 and of Anna Susan Gordon his daughter 

and wife of Charles James Findlavson, who died 

17th February 1830 aged 32. 
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THE FITZ HUGH AND KNOX FAMILIES 

Colonel William Fit/. Hugh, the first of his family in 

America, was horn in Ledford, England, in January 1051. 

lie came to Virginia in 1070, and died there on his country 

estate, “Ledford” in October 1701. He married Sarah 

Tucker, whose father, John Tucker, was Torn in London, 

England, and died in Virginia in 1071. 

Colonel Fitz Hugh was Lieutenant Colonel, Westmore¬ 

land County, Virginia, in 1083 and a member of the House 

of Burgesses from 1078 to 1087. lie was Colonel of the 

Stafford County Forces in 1090. 

His son, Captain Henry Fitz Hugh (1087-1758) was 

also a member of the Virginia House of Burgesses from 

1730 to 1740. 

Miss Susannah Stuart Fitz Hugh, a great grand¬ 

daughter of Colonel William Fitz Hugh married William 

Knox of “Windsor Lodge”, Virginia in 17(57. 

William Knox himself was born in Renfrew, Scotland, 

and came to America as a young man with sufficient means 

to purchase an estate, or plantation, in Culpeper County, 

Virginia, to which he gave I lie name of “Windsor Lodge”. 

He was the son of William Knox of Renfrew, Scotland, 

who married Miss Janet Somerville of Jedburgh, Scotland, 

whose ancestors had been ennobled in the fifteenth century. 

Their son, William Knox, married, as I have stated 

above, Miss Susannah Stuart Fitz Hugh. She was one of 

the most learned women of her time: she bad been educated 

with her brother by an English tutor, for whom her father 

had sent to England, and with him she pursued what would 

7 



•'.'A a \u:-\ yo> I ti;)'ji} \ rri ain- 

^ , IWf'Ifli! ,!WoliiaJ| XI! I uni itHM ,ttl/x 

'■ !*«<■' " y ><u lr*U i*u« .0T;>[ ni mni^iiV ot mmo all 
‘ ' ' '• ' ->1 .I0-! ilafr) ,,, I wVt-jir : ■ 

• IV < ni jJisiyii / ni jj 45 |>nj. 

*w,‘n oV/ O it f,v» t!:•,») f X;i'f bnolo'j 

°‘!06; ! ll ■<1 « )'<t R Imii 'mi ni ,<iiaiaii7 ,v.JmioO IkioI 

' ! '»'■ ■ >■*■« ail .?* >t ol ITOI rent a V 

ni yiuij'O Ino'fixifg 

■ 

"" 1 1> • "'j; : ;• / 9(1 ‘ ! I r,(Iff II,I <>,!,( 

04-Tl otfim 

',nj:T3 Jkmijj -I .fi^oir , ;•! j-Mtirl?. xlnnii .--siH e»iU 

1 n ';Ui ii xh ■ iv V H I'xi .. ) i„ ti i,..;!, 
• Ti Pf (if i:in,ifiT/ .‘Svlv-a -nwlxii//•* 

.// nlnoj? ni n ml *.v/r iC.Mtrnifl zonH tr t-.riliV/ 
I’lif, IMfir ’JlflJl, (T It It Ifjil-J | j ; 

' > t><?•>([ Ill) ni ,n >;JisJfiisb{ <■., tin 9w:ilwjq oj 

':,i«i.: i vl.fii fl *>1(111(1 MJJ -j»«x .j I a-M-u oi Rini^fiV 

.Ilf >')f» ,v/Til if > 1 So /<)«}•: (fiftilli 7/ '|o f ,oj, f>(|) ,,j{ 

.1,1 1> llUxlirx flxxjxl ii,.,; Z'loJltTMIIS MWl'I'/T 

1 -1 "" .xniW mnilliw ,(«w ibifT 

»w . ; I euiti ibuinMdS | 

,rii I" tl/ ;■.»!!:i( -x : 'to natntw L911TC9I Jinom 

1 1 u' 1 ”*■ ’I (t-iiiv'f'M. fi t '£<( ihHo-mI i*j:i iUitr 

<7 ‘ :i- , J ix.ti :!(iw ‘ of;' . I»i f c < < 'l! ' : • 

T 



SOME COLONIAL FAMILIES OF VIRGINIA 

be called in this day a collegiate course. This proved of 

such value to her that she was enabled afterwards to instruct 

her own children in many subjects. After the death of her 

husband, William Knox, she retired to “Belmont”, her 

ancestral home, on the banks of the Rappahannock, where 

she could be near her children, as they were settled in the 

neighborhood of Fredericksburg. 

With her my grandmother, Agnes Campbell Gordon, 

when a mere child, read Milton’s “Paradise Lost”, the 

“Spectator” and many fables and allegories, and the after¬ 

noons spent at “Belmont” seated at the stately old lady’s 

feet, were always a great delight to her. 

Mrs. Susannah Fitz Hugh Knox lead an active life until 

her death, which occurred at the age of seventy-three. She 

is buried in the old Falmouth Cemetery in Virginia on a hill 

overlooking “Belmont.” Her daughter, Susannah Fitz 

Hugh Knox, married my great grandfather, Samuel 

Gordon, in 1798. I quote here from a letter dated 

December 4th, 1878: 

“Our grandfather, William Knox of “Windsor Lodge'1, Cul¬ 

peper, was a great reader of Latin, as well as English books, and 

had a fine collection of theological, historical, Belles Lettres and 

old time plays and novels. Our grandmother, Susanna Fitzhugh, 

was also a great reader—of Shakespeare and Homer, and every¬ 

thing ancient and modern, as long as she lived. Her education 

was wonderful for the time. She taught her six daughters 

entirely herself, except in dancing—and for that accomplishment 

a Mrs. Miller, who taught in some nobleman’s family, was im¬ 

ported from England. Our grandmother also taught her three 

sons Latin, until they were sent to a boarding school. Our grand¬ 

father was something of a musician. He played delightfully on 

the German flute, and sang Scotch songs by the score. He taught 

his three elder daughters the rudiments of music and they played 

well on the Spanish guitar.” 

8 



- I 'UWIV fO U.II..-Af JJJVO.KK) SUV* 

" * fT IS <i;h jsirfj ni [)3i[Ji0 .. t 

- to Lr, .jftnrtA «» ,,w„ ■: 

!™'\ ' "" 'N 11 * **”***•»*•** bnim*w 

11 1 ,iJ "- T 17 ’«»» tliail liifg , rj ,J i4MOa 

unWornlm™ }0 ftoorftodiljjbfl 

;,! ;rw: ! i.l'::'r;' "~L xm ,orf rfii'.V 
;1*b r1 »*« .mm-* 

. : 'Tv "Tv"1' '.■*» />»« -w^*- 
• ' l"“ "■ '• u Jiumibir* n Jireq.: a-oon 

/! ;t "* 1 ;?'bb 'a njj ,, 8vCW[b mw 

"T^1 ^ -i*i riy. TI sii'f rfr.fmUr'iiH ,aiJ/ 
• ”> ' ' : • *» •«!* »<s bwnio-s ri-ji’lw M 

TV ' 1,1 rfiuonilr.'f 1& orf, „i bh„(l 

j , .7 '' V’V ' ' h • :i "•!<■■ ,u.i^ir,v, 
; ;*• ; t«.n v,„ h‘J!TI -ffl ,xon/t ,I<J„H 

h * ‘ OT3,i ,toi,P I .rftu ni .noLroO 
^T8I 

0 , ll "" ' >'• " ■ ’ll// ,!'■:• k 0“ 

, - •- 1 '<* "«< 4 lo vh, ; „ u v„ ,,,,. 

,. V I "7 T1'" *10 -wbM *"*• * *«" 
T'." T,v “ •'I,'i i— 1.**;. ao;rij 

- *e .»* *J ,1 . 

,n;T 'T“9 V* T,,i b“' ^,b,,Bb«'<!*>« 
. »•« •< » ' '.'«IH0(«fl>n #•• Hi; ,„1) Orfw ,1 ,.,M : 

T "('7 ' •,’a ^ .b.i«l,4o:i 

■ 

Iri ' , . ' ' ' , r ' *• ' -ufnl 
• »• t.vW.i ■;:/ -It , ..ult 

“ ''' 11 '. '• " to'" '.. Mi .ii.uh t-! 
“.lJifiif*| »?VMtuqr: ttiti n<» l|*,w 

8 



THE FITZ HUGH AND KNOX FAMILIES 

I shall now introduce here several letters that are still 

preserved in our family, to illustrate the life of our ancestors 

at Windsor in those days. 

From my great, great grandmother, Mrs. Susannah 

Fitz Hugh Knox, to her husband: 

“What do you tell me, my dear Mr. Knox! of not coming 

home till next Monday or Tuesday? You surely have no Idea 

of my being entirely alone (or you would not delay coming 

so long). Yet so it is: I have not seen the Face of a white 

Person since last Sunday morning; it seems as if I lived in an 

uninhabited desert, which I am not sensible of when you are 

with me. 

‘For with you conversing I forget all time, 

All seasons and their change—all please alike,’ 

but I find it very different in your absence. I have tried every 

art to pass the time away since last Sunday, reading, working, 

walking, have been alternately tried, and I was just congratulat¬ 

ing myself that my Solitude was at an end, when I got your 

Letter, which has blasted my hopes in an instant, and thrown 

me back to my old employment, counting the minutes; the only 

way I have to support myself now is that I expect my Mama 

will make amends by staying with us six weeks at least. 

“You say (concerning politics) His most Christian Majesty’s 

Fleet has been driven off the Coast by the English. I shall be¬ 

lieve my share of that and make no doubt but what we shall 

hear of their drubbing the English by the next Post. 

“If my Brother wants to see me as much as I do him lie will 

not let the Brick burning hinder him from coming up. I long 

to hear an account of his late Peregrinations, and whether lie 

came across a Dulcinea to his mind or not. Farewell, my dear 

Will. 

“Believe me to be with the truest love, 

Yours only, 

Susanna Knox. 

Windsor, September 3, 1778. 

9 



■ ri.; ma-{ xofKr OfKA l.otm si ■'4 hit 

III!-'. *n ,/lj fir")i lirmws avjrf 'WtilionJui w.,n Herts I 

* >«'>•• '1 ’ •'!'! stfi-1-wiiii oJ , ;finic1 *hjo ni Imw >"a; 

•*'{nh l ni TO«f>m N Ui 

1 *• ^ l. Mi'll., p 1 ito*i;s» ’ in Mio'?r>I 

:-n ' ::li V>(I oj tX( tfy*i J ) «ji [ 

jn" 1" ’r r'A .lK ur*h ven f*m Ihl uoy of> h iV/ J 

"h rx‘ 1 'f »«7 °< : r HI *bmM If-Ml II iJ 9C orf 
1 ' '• 'A biti*»v«- r/ov 3 :i'i(] . ,n )o 

ifi'x b lo • m-’ •»» 1 itjf)? -on in, } ; gf u o*s 1»Y . j^ool o: 

l)|:| 1 >t M'*d r 1° * ‘fir'd »<•> foil me ’ HuMw iv. >■*.!> hsJidftflninu 

*>m tils// 

(9wyitJ l'« j ynh7''/rr.or) uov »i. v» toT 

1 • !i<; ; p- v. <{ 7i ; ,, , eno^<:-;„ TI/v 

J‘'" 1 ' »* id» 'tfO( ii Is vi;>v j; r I' I Jfjt[ 

r c w rtU>l •! /ft . ; 9:M’ V V#» ; :} if!i - ',<5 oj j- 

’ * ^**0 </ » bn .f >it! vlilrtimJ'i; imij >v«/l t j*/ 

• i; :!1' J- 1 1 lit it r'Kji : ym : •>!-, '.j i-i h ii!.< 

Jc''1 ‘f"'' I '10;/ Iff Jft!?l)|ijfi Jjfo VIII it) bf i -,ri! 

: 1 i ' \j “ - f 8f w.Oi U cV )■)■■• y.:» <>J •)•;■•''. { ,*/ 

.♦«i le «.i v// i a au dfivf §ni/HJ« yd abnonifc ,/sm Hi// 

•••’ '--.iil.' •• t .'iJ > ( iHtl.Kf is.hi. H>n . r a u- / ** 

*1" ':-i • * rd i <lf in* ir->vhii in.mi 'tiiii 

,fil1 ^ 1 I ‘I' •> /II >/u IT! !r ::s Vft?'’ >0 Vr»i wVt\ 

lt 1 ' ' ■ • 'i- .. vi . Un\> ii*> !• ;<> n *d 

'1 ‘ u '! - b ) •*!«. v . Mirr *iv .,•! .••!'»/{ r-dlniJi /id If " 

< ,fl 1 ' «nn-i' mi*? Tibnii' gainin'! il'-.bfl '-ill h\ ion 

T^fl' bnu • 'i * .liij’-ii/| )] A , !:i rnnmj, m; n, uj aj 

11 } ( 'r to !'. tin*. ti - i /iiMiYuli ij .►or)!; hii., ) 

Mr// 
- •‘•r; • ill aril flivr o f o» :..a 

f / 1CM 'We f 

•>" dp ir.«i/r! 



SOME COLONIAL FAMILIES OF VIRGINIA 

From Miss Helen G. Stuart to her friend Miss Susanna 

Fitz lino’ll Knox, who very shortly afterwards married my 

great grandfather, Samuel Gordon: 

‘‘Spring Hill, Mar. 7th, 1793 

‘’I have taken up my pen to apologize to my dear Susan for 

not writing to her by Coz. Dick; the reason was just this: he 

was so anxious to see you that he swam the runs while I was 

waiting for them to fall that I might send my letter to him. 

This said love is a very surprising thing, it makes a man go 

through so many difficulties, for when they first set out on a 

courting expedition, they can hardly have a glimmering hope 

of obtaining the beloved object. Indeed, my dear, their case is 

more pitiable than the female sex generally consider. I think a 

girl ought to have more compassion on those who travel in cold 

weather and over bad roads. I am afraid you'll suppose from 

what 1 have said that 1 have felt that passion. I was only think¬ 

ing of Coz. Dick, who possesses more perseverance than is 

common for Lovers in the present days. Mr. Roberts mentioned 

the other day (by what means he heard I can’t say, for 1 can get 

nothing from Cousin Dick) that you had determined never to 

be married. I think a man must possess very little eloquence if 

he can't persuade you out of that idea. From my acquaintance 

with the world 1 think a married state the happiest when hearts 

as well as hands are united. One or two instances of bad 

Husbands are not sufficient to make a person determined to live 

single all their lives. Was I a lover of my dear Susan’s and that 

her only objection, I should not despair of making her think dif¬ 

ferently. Report says that Miss Eliza Alexander is a-going to 

be married. 1 hope if it is the case that we shall have a 

wedding. It has been long talked of that she and Col. Lee were 

to make a match of it; this neighborhood has been parlicularl) 

dull for some time. I never spent a more solitary winter. 

From what 1 can learn you have been engaged in a round of 

gaiety. I think, my dear, had I been in your situation I should 

not have stood on Ceremony in writing \oii an account of my 

I ravels. 
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TIIK 1«TTZ HUGH AND KNOX FAMILIES 

“Adieu, my dear girl, my love to your papa and mama 

and family. And believe me with every sentiment of affection, 

Your friend, 

Helen G. Stuart 

Copy of letter written by my great grandmother, Sus¬ 

anna lutz Hugh Gordon, to her children in 18(37, when she 

was ninety-four years of age: 

My Dear Children: Feeling that my pilgrimage is drawing 

to a close, 1 wish to say a few last words to you, who have been 

the joy of my heart and the apple of my eye. The separation 

will be felt, no doubt very painfully for a time, but when you 

consider at what an advanced age, I have arrived and how 

happy you have rendered that long life by your uniform good 

conduct and dutiful affection to me, your sorrow will be of short 

duration, you will have no pangs of compunction at the recol¬ 

lection of any neglected duty or unkindness to me to reproach 

yourselves with, for 1 can say with truth, that your debt of grati¬ 

tude to me as a fond and too anxious Mother has been cancelled 

long ago. My heart is lifted up with joy and gratitude to the 

Giver of all good, for having bestowed on me his unworthy 

servant such a family. With regard to you 1 have nothing left 

to ask for you except that you may be taught of God to find the 

straight and narrow way to a blessed Eternity where there will 

be no more sin, no more sorrow, no more painful separations, 

and where 1 hope through the mercy of the Savior alone, to 

meet you all. 1 shall leave behind me a large united family, 

and Oh my children may you ever continue so, as 1 am per¬ 

suaded there is neither virtue or happiness without brotherly 

love. It is my anxious and earnest injunction that you will 

avoid every thing that might in the slightest decree create a 

coolness amongst you. The Savior’s last command to his dis¬ 

ciples was to Love one another, and my last prayer to God will 

be that you may be enabled to follow that divine precept 

throughout your lives. In searching out the sins of my heart, 

1 do not find that partiality to any one of my children is in the 

catalogue feeling thus it would be very agreeable to me to divide 
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SOME COLONIAL FAMILIES OF VIRGINIA 

my small property amongst you, but having but little, I hope 

you will think as I do it is my duty to bequeath that little, as 

you will find, in the enclosed will. And now my dear children 

I will bid you a long and last farewell praying that the Al¬ 

mighty will guide you safely through this world and in his 

own good time give you a happy entrance into that blest abode 

where all tears will be wiped away. 

Farewell—farewell 

Susan F. Gordon 

Copy of a letter in my possession written by my grand¬ 

mother, Agnes Campbell Gordon, to her future mother-in- 

law, Airs. George Armistead: 

“Kenmore, December 17th, 1340. 

“Although I feel great diffidence, my dear Madam, in reply¬ 

ing to your highly esteemed letter, yet the fear you should think 

me wanting in respect, or affection, constrains me to use my best 

endeavors to express the pleasure it gave me. 

“1 am happy to think that you are already prepared to re¬ 

ceive me cordially, and view me with partiality, and hope when 

you know me better you will be as willing to surrender to me 

that which 1 so ardently desire to retain, “the first place in his 

affections.” 

“The only charm I can bring with me is the sincere wish to 

render myself acceptable, and congenial to all those who have 

expressed so much affection for me, and should I fail of this de¬ 

sire or not adapt myself fully to you all, you will then, I trust, 

excuse and extend towards me those kind admonitions that you 

would to your own children, which I can assure you shall never 

pass unregarded by me. My Father and Mother and sisters 

join me in sentiments of affection to you, and believe me with 

great respect. 

Yours sincerely, 

Agnes C. Gordon 

Mrs. Armistead. 
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STUART FAMILY OF SCOTLAND 

AND VIRGINIA 

The Reverend David Stuart, of Inverness, 

Scotland, a member of the Church of Eng¬ 

land, is said to have been a descendant of 

James Stuart, Earl of Moray, half brother of 

Mary, Queen of Scots. 

The Reverend David Stuart took part in 

the Stuart uprising of 1715, to put the pre¬ 

tender on the throne, and be afterwards fled 

to Virginia and became a minister of the 

Church of England there. 

lie married Miss Jane Gibbons, a 

daughter of the then British Governor of 

Barbadoes, Sir John Gibbons. Their daughter, 

Sarah Stuart, was married on June 19th, 

1750, to Thomas Fitz Hugh of “Boscobel”, 

Virginia. 

13 
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THE ARM I STEAD FAMILY 

The first of this family of whom there is official record 

was Anthony Annistead of Kirk Deighton, Yorkshire, 

England. Kirk Deighton is in the west riding of Yorkshire, 

two miles from Wetherhy and five and a half miles from 

Knaresbrough. Anthony Annistead married Miss Frances 

Thompson in 1008, and on August 3rd, 1610 their son 

William was baptized in All Saints’ Church, Kirk Deighton, 

Yorkshire, England. In 1035 this William Annistead 

emigrated to Virginia, where he had large grants of land in 

Elizabeth City County and afterwards in Gloucester. lie 

died in 1059. His son, John Annistead, afterwards called 

“The Councillor” was horn in 1035. He was Sheriff of 

Gloucester County in 1075, member of the House of Bur- 

gesses in 1085 and appointed to the Council in 1087. In 

1080, John Annistead was Lieutenant-colonel of Horse in 

Gloucester County and also one of the justices of that 

county. lie married Judith Robinson and died in 1098. 

The Councillors were the most important officers in Colonial 

Virginia. 

John Annistead and his wife Judith had four children, 

Judith, Elizabeth, William and Henry (my ancestor). 

Judith married Robert Carter of “Corotoman”, in 

Lancaster County, Virginia, in 1088. He was known as 

“King Carter” on account of his great wealth, social posi¬ 

tion and influence in the colony. He died possessed of 300,- 

000 acres of land, 1,000 slaves and 10,000 sterling. 

Elizabeth Annistead married Ralph Wormeley of 

“Bosegill,” called the greatest man in the colony. 

These daughters of John Annistead must have had 

great beauty and attraction or rare qualities of mind and 

14 
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THE ARM I STEAD FAMILY 

character to have attracted the two most conspicuous men 

of their times in the colony. Governor Henry A. Wise, in 

his “Seven decades of the Union”, writes this of the women 

of the Armistead family: “The daughters of this family 

have been strikingly remarkable for their strength of 

character and beauty of person; and the continuous line 

of male descendants has marked the name of hero after 

hero on the tablets of their country’s history. 

“Colonel George Armistead, defender of Fort Mc¬ 

Henry in Baltimore against the British fleet in 1814; his 

brother, Addison Bowles Armistead killed in 1813 while 

engaged in the defense of Savannah; another brother, Lewis 

Gustavus Adolphos Armistead, captain of riflemen, was 

killed on September 17, 1814, in a sortie from Fort Erie, 

Canada, during the second war with Great Britain. 

“General Lewis Addison Armistead was killed at 

Gettysburg leading the famous charge of Pickett’s Divi¬ 

sion. 

“General Robert E. Lee, through his ancestress, great, 

great grandmother, Judith Armistead and President John 

Tyler, through his mother, Mary Armistead, sprang from 

the same family tree. One of the prevailing causes of the 

greatness of the men of that period was the lovely and 

noble character of their mothers.” 

My ancestor, Henry Armistead (1G70-1739) married 

M iss Martha Burwell in 1703. She was the daughter of 

Colonel the Honorable Lewis Burwell (1048-1710) who 

was commander of the Hundreds and a member of the 

Council of Virginia in 1702. 

Their son, William Armistead, married Miss Mary 

Bowles in December, 1738. She was the daughter of James 
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SOME COLONIAL FAMILIES OF VIRGINIA 

Bowles, one of the Right Honorable the Lord Proprietors’ 

Council of Maryland, and a granddaughter of Tobias 

Bowles, an eminent merchant of London, England, in the 

Virginia trade. 

James Bowles, the father of Mary Bowles Armistead, 

married INI iss Rebecca Addison, whose mother before her 

marriage to Colonel Thomas Addison, was Miss'Elizabeth 

'tasker, the daughter of Captain Thomas Tasker, who 

died in 1700. lie was a Justice of Calvert County in 108.5, 

a Burgess 1091-97, a member of the Council 1098-1700, 

and Treasurer of Maryland in 109.5. 

John Armistead, the son of William Armistead and 

Mary Bowles Armistead, married Miss Lucy Baylor on 

March 17th, 1704. She was a daughter of Colonel John 

Baylor II (172;5-1795) who was a member of the Virginia 

House of Burgesses for Caroline County from 1740 to 

1700. 

“Newmarket”, the historic old estate of the Baylor 

family, in Caroline County, Virginia, is one of the few 

in this country that has remained continuously in the pos¬ 

session of the same family through many successive genera¬ 

tions, going always to the eldest son of the family. 

It was originally granted to the first of the Baylor family 

who came to Virginia by King George I. 

Colonel George Baylor, of the Revolution, aide-de- 

camp of General Washington at Trenton, was born at 

“Newmarket”, and so was his nephew, Colonel George 

Armistead, whose defense of Fort McHenry inspired the 

National Anthem of the Republic, “The Star Spangled 

Banner.” 
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THE ARMISTEAD FAMILY 

George Armistead, hero of Fort McHenry, the son of 

John Armistead and Lucy Baylor Armistead, was born at 

“Newmarket”, the old estate of his mother’s family in 

Caroline County, Virginia, on April 10th, 1780. lie died in 

Baltimore on April 23th, 1818. 

He was appointed Second Lieutenant, U. S. Army, 

on January 8th, 1799; Captain, November 1st, 1806; 

Major, Third Artillery, March 3rd, 1813; was distinguished 

at the capture of Fort George, Upper Canada, on May 

18th, 1813, and was brevetted Lieutenant-colonel for his 

defense of Fort McHenry, Baltimore, on September 12th, 

1814. 

He married on October 26th, 1810, Miss Louisa 

Hughes, a sister of Christopher Hughes, Jr., Baltimore, 

U. S. Charge d’ Adairs in Denmark, Norway and Sweden 

for many years. 

In a clipping from the Baltimore Sun, Miss Keys 

writes: 

“I wonder how many of the descendants of the ’Old 

Defenders’ who have just celebrated the 12th of September 

remember the names of the heroes who made that day an 

epoch in the history of our people? 

“Let us pause to do honor to Major George Armistead, 

who on that day (September 14, 1814) saved our flag and 

so bravely and nobly held the fort against the British bom¬ 

bardment. He was the only man in the fort who knew 

that the powder magazine was not bombproof and that any 

moment should a shell strike it a horrible death awaited 

them all. But, thank God, a shell did not reach it, and 

Major Armistead, by so gallantly holding the fort, not 

only won for himself a glorious record, but historians tell 
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SOME COLONIAL FAMILIES OF VIRGINIA 

us saved the entire Atlantic seaboard from British 

vasion.” 

The two letters copied below were written by my great 

grandfather, Colonel George Armistead, to his wife while 

he was in command of Fort McHenry. The first letter was 

written before the attack on the fort by the British fleet, 

and the second was written a few days after the British 

attack had been repulsed. 

“Fort McHenry, 10th Sept. 1814. 

“My dear Louisa’s letters of the 7th have just arrived. I 

am really sorry to find you so dissatisfied. I wish to God you 

had not been compelled to leave Baltimore but you now must be 

contented as it is impossible for you in present situation to at¬ 

tempt a return. Your dear mother is better and recovering as 

fast as possible. 

“The British have left the Patuxent and are now at another 

point. We cannot correctly ascertain what their intentions are 

but should they depart from the Bay I will be with you immedi¬ 

ately so be not alarmed if I should pop in on you. 

“ I am perfectly well * * * 

I am truly sorry to find that my dear Mary does not get bet¬ 

ter and 1 am delighted to hear that our dear Mary is well. Has 

she fattened any—make her frequently talk of me. Present my 

respects to Mrs. Stewart, tell her the old gentleman is tottering 

to me at this moment he is quite well and advises your remain¬ 

ing where you are. Your father, Peggy and George are all well. 

1 am to dine with your father today and will not seal this until 

after dinner. 

“Saturday morning—Your mother was much better yester¬ 

day and recovering fast. 1 drempl last night you had presented 

me with a fine son. God grant it may be so and all well. I am 

confident il you do not fret that you will have a fine lime. The 

British are now at the mouth of the Potomac. Mr. B. died in 
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THE AHMISTEAD FAMILY 

the night—got up and got his sword and ran it through his 

body. His friends say it was done in a dream. Kiss my dear 

Mary Anne, love to Mary, Mrs Stewart and Isabel. God protect 

you my dear wife. 

Geo. Armistead.” 

“Baltimore, "September 22nd, 1814. 

“My dear wife: 

“Peggy has written you all that I can tell you, only that I 

am waiting on her husband in place of his waiting on me. He 

is limping about the house grunting and I am tightening for 

something to eat. 

“Lomax has been to see me and made me laugh until I thought 

1 should expire, the poor fellow is in very bad health and is on 

his way to Virginia. R. has returned and just reported him¬ 

self. 1 have ordered him to the fort on duty. 

“VVe have just dined and I have smacked my chops over a 

brace of blue wings. This is all talk my dear Louisa. I want 

to see you and my dear babies which will I am in hopes be soon. 

I shall visit the fort this evening but will not remain there. I 

am pestered out of my life with visitors—few I see. The Presi¬ 

dent promptly sent my promotion with a very handsome compli¬ 

ment. So you see my dear wife all is well, at least your husband 

has got a name and standing that nothing but divine providence 

could have given him, and 1 pray to our heavenly Father that 

we may long live to enjoy, it is now for you to exert yourself, 

do not fret, return thanks to your God that you have me. We 

must soon all meet and talk the war over. I do declare to you 

that 1 am not in the least disappointed in the little stranger. 

The old man says they are the best and 1 think so too. De¬ 

lighted all is tranquil in town. 

“God bless you my dear wife is the prayer of your affec¬ 

tionate husband, 

10 

Geo. Armistead. ’ 
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SOME COLONIAL FAMILIES OF VIRGINIA 

For his successful defense of Fort McHenry and for 

his defeat of the British fleet, Major Armistead was pro¬ 

moted to the rank of Colonel hy President Madison, a few 

days after the bombardment. 
* 

The City of Baltimore ordered Rembrandt Peale to 

paint his portrait for the city. This portrait is now in the 

Peale Museum in Baltimore. 

Colonel Armistead’s native state, Virginia, presented 

him with a beautifully engraved steel sword in a gold 

scabbard. 

Colonel Armistead continued to command Fort Mc¬ 

Henry until his death there on April 2,5th, 1818, just two 

weeks after his thirty-eighth birthday. His military funeral 

in Baltimore was the largest and the most memorable in 

the history of the city up to that time. He is buried in a 

vault of his father-in-law, Christopher Hughes, in old St. 

Paul’s graveyard on Fremont Avenue between Lombard 

and Redwood Streets in Baltimore, and General Lewis 

Addison Armistead who was killed while leading Pickett’s 

famous charge at Gettysburg is.buried besidb him in this 

same vault. 

On the 11th of May, 1810, John Lager Howard, 

Thomas Tennant, Isaac McKim and Robert Gilmor, Jr., 

a committee appointed by the citizens of Baltimore, pro¬ 

ceeded to Fort McHenry and presented to Colonel Arm¬ 

istead a superb silver punchbowl, representing one of the 

largest bombshells thrown into the fort by the British. The 

vase was accompanied by twelve silver cups and a ladle, 

the latter in the form of a shrapnel shell, and the whole 

placed on a very beautiful silver waiter. The body of the 

vase rests upon four eagles with outspread wings. Upon 

one side is an engraving surrounded by military trophies. 
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THE ARM ISTEAI) FAMILY 

representing the bombardment of Fort McHenry. Upon 

the other side is the following inscription: 

“Presented by a number of the citizens of Bal¬ 

timore to Lieutenant-Colonel George Armistead 

for bis gallant and successful defense of Fort Mc¬ 

Henry during the bombardment by a large British 

force on the 12th and 13th of September, 1814, 

when upward of 1500 shells were thrown, 400 

of which fell within the fort, and some of them 

within the diameter of this vase.” 

This silver service was presented to our National museum 

in Washington in 1921, by descendants of Colonel Armi¬ 

stead and is now on exhibition there. 

The gallant defense of Fort McHenry by Colonel 

Armistead is made more conspicuous from the fact that he 

alone knew that the magazine was not bomb-proof when 

the foe approached. He dared not reveal this fact for 

fear his men would refuse to remain in the fort, and so 

with these enormous chances against hijn he faithfully sus¬ 

tained that seige and won a victory and a name. This 

sense of responsibility and the great tax upon his nervous 

system during the bombardment left him with a disease 

of the heart, from which he died three and a half years 

later. 

After Colonel Armistead had repulsed the enemy from 

Fort McHenry, Commodore John Rodgers sent him the 

following expressive note: 

“Colonel Armistead: I congratulate you and a country that 

owes you much. The enemy is olT and the devil go with him. 

General boss is said to he mortally wounded. 

Yours truly, 

John Rodgers” 
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SOME COLONIAL FAMILIES OF VIRGINIA 

The following article is from the Baltimore Sun of 

September 12th: 1894. 

“Under resolutions approved March 4, 1827, and February 

4, 1828, the Mayor and City Council erected a monument to 

Colonel Armistead in the old City Spring, on Calvert Street, 

where the City Hospital now stands. 

“This monument was about eight feet high and stood in a 

niche of the keeper’s house. It consisted of a square column of 

Egyptian marble, with a projecting cornice, and was decorated 

with military emblems, two cannons as supports and a flaming 

shell on top. 

“During the civil war the spring lot and building became 

dilapidated, and repairs were ordered under a resolution of the 

City Council passed in 1863. When these repairs were finished 

the monument had disappeared. Years rolled on and then 

somebody inquired what had become of the Armistead monu¬ 

ment. Its disappearance remained unsolved until 1881, when 

The Sun of March 3 published the story of its disappearance. 

“The monument was broken when the repairs were made, 

during the war, and the remaining pieces had been taken to the 

marble-yard of Mr. John W. Maxwell, on Calvert street, near 

Franklin street, who had made the repairs. Employees of Mr. 

Maxwell stated that the die-block was sawed up and used as the 

base of a tombstone in one of the city cemeteries. Small pieces 

of the monument were thrown in a gutter near the marble-yard, 

and some pieces were still at Mr. Maxwell’s yard in 1881. 

“Meanwhile a movement was started for a new monument 

to Colonel Armistead, which was unveiled September 12, 1882, 

in Eutaw Place. A resolution of the Mayor and City Council, 

adopted in 1886, authorized the removal of this monument to 

Federal Hill, and it now stands at the northeast corner of that 

height, overlooking c ity and river. 
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THE A KM I STEAD FAMILY 

“The new monument is of white marble, 14 feet high, and 

resembles somewhat the old monument which wTas destroyed. 

The cornice, capstone and flaming shell are all of the same de¬ 

sign. The shaft of the monument tearing the inscriptions is 

- square, being exposed on four sides, but corresponds to the up¬ 

right slab of the old monument, which stood in a niche. A 

vertical stone cannon resting on its breech stands at each corner 

of the new monument, corresponding to the cannon which 

flanked the old monument.*’ 

On September 12th, 1914, one hundred years after 

the attack on Fort McHenry hy the British fleet, an heroic 

bronze statue of Colonel Armistead was placed in position 

and unveiled in Fort McHenry. The statue was ordered 

hy “The Star Spangled Banner” Centennial Commission 

and the Society of the War of 1812. Edward Berge of 

Baltimore was its sculptor. 

The following poem was written and dedicated to Col¬ 

onel Armistead hy Miss Susanna Warfield immediately 

after the battle in September 1814, when the British at¬ 

tack was repulsed. It reads as follows: 

“Hail, to the hero, our guardian qnd friend, 

Honor’d and bless’d may lie ever he hail’d 

As victor possessing the skill to defend 

Who baffl'd the foe when proudly assail’d. 

Ye patriots brave, who delight in true fame, 

Forever remember the warrior’s name, 

Who nobly defended the banners that wave 

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave.” 

urp 
To the shells bursting wide and cannon’s loud roar, 

Our brave gallant Armistead was adamant rock; 

Tho’ vengeance propell’d hy the sail and the oar, 

The thunders of Britain were to him no shock; 
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SOME COLONIAL FAMILIES OF VIRGINIA 

Their midnight assault lie with vigilance met, 

Oh! the gloom of that night we ne’er shall forget, 

And lovely the morn that beheld them retiring, 

For vanquished were Britons and Boss was expiring.” 

“Now gone is the foe whom with dread and with fear 

We saw proudly advancing with favoring tide, 

And what like our homes and our country so dear, 

We owe them to him, our protector and pride, 

Under him have our arm’d defied that proud foe, 

By him are we sav’d from pain and from woe, 

To him may the praise of posterity rise, 

And valor ne-er leave its abode in the skies.” 

n i «t<»* ica i. 

»OClFTV 
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McKIM FAMILY 

Sir Thomas McKim, of Londonderry, Ireland, who 

was knighted for his kindness to the poor of Londonderry, 

came to America and settled in Philadelphia in 1734. lie 

afterwards moved to Brandywine, Deleware, where he 

was commissioned by the Governor of Deleware, Lieuten- 

ant of Militia in the Tapper Regiment from Brandywine 

Hundred in 175(1 and Judge of the Court of Common 

Pleas, Xew Castle, Delaware in 1774. 
1910098 

His son, John McKim, was horn in 1742 in Brandy¬ 

wine, Delaware and came to Baltimore when a young man 

and established himself in a mercantile business on Balti¬ 

more Street. 

Later he married Miss Margaret Duncan of Phila¬ 

delphia and in 1777 he went to that city and engaged in 

business, but when his wife died in 1784, he returned again 

to Baltimore and became a shipping and importing mer¬ 

chant. In 1700 he took his sons into partnership with him 

and in 1801 he retired, with an ample fortune, and a few 

years later he removed to a country' home on the York 

Road, where he spent the remainder of his life. 

He was one of the founders and the first president of 

the Union Manufacturing Company, organized in 1808, 

which conducted one of the first cotton mills built in Amer¬ 

ica. lie was also the president of the Baltimore Water 

Company, that formerly supplied the city with water. He 

built and endowed the old McKim Free School building, 

still standing on Baltimore and Asquith Streets, for the 

education of poor boys. This school was opened in 1821 
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SOME COLONIAL FAMILIES OF VIRGINIA 

and was in successful operation for eight years before the 

first public schools were opened in Baltimore. 

M iss Margaret McKim, a granddaughter of John Mc- 

Ivim, married my grandfather, Alexander B. Gordon in 

1840. The letter below is a copy of one in my possession 

written by my grandmother, Margaret McKim Gordon, 

while in Paris on her wedding journey, to her sister-in-law, 

Mrs. William McKim: 

“Paris May 6th. 1840 

“My Dear Sister Margaret, 

“We arrived at Paris day before yesterday, and on going to 

the bankers yesterday Alexander found no less than ten letters 

for us. On opening them I need not tell you, how much our joy 

at receiving news from home, was damped on reading of your 

sister Georgiana’s death. The shock was the greater to us, from 

our not having heard before of her illness. I write this letter 

not to offer you any commonplace consolation, for I well know 

that time only can reconcile you to such a loss; but to assure 

you, My dear sister, of all our deepest sympathy with you in 

your bereavement. It must be some alleviation of your grief to 

think on the manner of her death, as our letters inform us, that 

she was sick for some time, and as our friends must be taken 

from us, we surely ought to be thankful to our heavenly father 

when he calls them in so gradual a way that they have time to 

prepare their minds for the change, and we to get accustomed 

to the idea of losing them. Perhaps I may have distressed you, 

my dear sister, by writing this letter, for hy the time you receive 

it, your grief may have become softened, and this may revive 

your recollections of your first feelings, but I could not forbear 

from letting you know, that though so far ofT we knew of your 

loss, and sincerely felt for you. 

“Our letters from Alexander's family all beg of us hy no 

means to come home after October, but we bad no intention of 
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MCKIM FAMILY 

staying longer than the last of August. Mother wishes to return 

in a steamer, none however sails at the time we would like. We 

think about the first of September would be a good time to leave 

Europe, if we came in a steamer, as if we left earlier we would 

get home before the warm weather is over. Haslett writes that 

Aunt McKim said she would join us in London in May, if she 

could get an opportunity of crossing with any one. I wrote 

in my letter to William from Rome, that we thought we should 

arrive in Paris by May. I think it would have been more agree¬ 

able to Aunt McKim to have joined us here. She could then 

have seen Paris and gone up the Rhine as we purpose doing 

after having staid here about six weeks. We shall be obliged to 

stay here so long, as we did not see any of the Lions of Paris 

when we were here before, and we all have our summer clothes 

to get, and a few things for housekeeping etc. The weather is 

so warm that we can accomplish very little. There has not been 

any rain here for three months they say. It is so warm today 

that I cannot go out, very much the same kind of weather that 

we have when the warm weather first comes, but it debilitates 

so much at first. We posted from Geneva here in five days, and 

we were almost suflicated with dust. Ma stood it very well, and 

says she thinks we might have come in four days. Among the 

letters here was one from John. He says that he went down to 

Naples and heard there, that we had left for Rome; he then went 

to Rome and they told him we had gone North, he sailed for 

Genoa whence his letter is dated, & said he expected to be in Mar¬ 

seilles by the 1st May & should take a few little trips in the neigh¬ 

borhood & that if we could write before the 1st of May to direc* 

to Marseilles, if not to Hottinguer. Ilottinguer says that he 

wrote to him to direct no more letters to be sent to him so we 

expect him here every day. We are at present in the fifth or 

sixth story all the hotels being crowded, but tomorrow we shall 

get comfortably fixed. Give Ma’s & my love to William & all & 

particularly to your family. Alexander desires to be remem¬ 

bered believe me 

Your affectionate sister, 

Margaret.” 
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SOME COLONIAL FAMILIES OF VIRGINIA 

Four years from the date of this letter, my grand¬ 

mother, Margaret McKim Gordon, died at her residence on 

Cathedral Street, in Baltimore, a few days after giving 

birth to my father. She was in her 20th year and was con¬ 

sidered very lovely and attractive. She had two older 

children, my uncle, William McKim Gordon, who never 

married, and my aunt, Susan McKim Gordon who married 

Maj or John S. Hayes, of Richmond and they made their 

home in Baltimore, where he was engaged in business. 

My father, the late Alexander Gordon, married his 

first cousin, Miss Agnes Gordon Armistead, in January 

1877. My parents’ residence was on Saint Paul Street, 

Baltimore, all during their married life. They had two 

children: I was the elder and my sister, Miss Margaret Mc¬ 

Kim Gordon, was their second child. I married, on June 

27th, 11)08, Mrs. Ferdinand C. Fischer, a widow, who be¬ 

fore her first marriage was Miss FJizabeth Bingo of Ken¬ 

tucky. Our son, Alexander Gordon III was born on 

November 12th, 1909. He is a graduate of Yale University 

and a member of the Baltimore Bar. He married Miss 

Margaret D’Arcy Ilillcs, a daughter of Mrs. William 

S. I lilies, and she had lived all her life at her parents’ villa 

in Cannes, France, until she came to Baltimore to make 

her debut in the Winter of 1933. They have two young 

daughters, Henrietta D’Arcy Gordon and Agnes Armi¬ 

stead Gordon. 

This concludes the story of the lives and the best known 

deeds and accomplishments of my ancestors. 

It seems to me that it should be a source of pride and 

satisfaction to everyone, no matter how successful their own 

individual lives may have been, to be able to reflect that 

their forebears did their part in the defense and upbuilding 
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MCKIM FAMILY 

of our great country, and that they themselves are descend¬ 

ed from ancestors who were “no mean citizens” in the days 

when our country was young. 

And it should he of some interest to a younger genera¬ 

tion to know how loyalty, heroism and industry were re¬ 

garded and rewarded in the early days of our republic. 



imj tik 

- n 













it
 


