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I. TH E .i\LASGSCTIIPT ITISTORlES BY SIR no:::rERT GOTIDOi\. 

1. T HE E.\.I:LIE~T )1A..'\1JSCRIPT OF 1630. 

L'\ the early part of the seventeenth century two famous family hi;;torians 

were assiduously occupied on the histories of the two n~ry ancient and re

nowned houses in which they were respectively interested. Oue of these 

authors was Sir Robert Gordon of Gordonston, Baronet. H e was the secoud 

surviving son of Alexander, eleventh Earl of Sutherb.nd, aml his seeouJ 

Countess, Lady Jane Gordon, and after mauy years' labour, from 1615 t0 

1630, he completed his history of the Earls of Sutherland. 

The other author was :\lr. D:nid Hume of Godscroft, who wrote his well

known work on "The H ouses of Douglas and Angus." These two works, 

although on kindred subjects, had very different fates. The Douglas family 

promoted the laborious work on their great house by the learned author 

during his life, aud made certain compensation to him before his death. 

The work was also soon published, although, owing to a family litigation, 

it at first appeared ouly in a small folio, indifferently print eLl and bouml. 
VOL. 1. 
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Between the year 1 o.J..t, when the Dongla;; l1istory v;as first puLli shed, and 

the present time,- sever(ll editions. of tht:! work have al•pe:areLl. 

On the other haurl, the hi ::< tory written Ly Sir l:rJbc rt GorLlou remained 

in manuscri}!t from the year 1 G30, when it was fini shed, till the year 18 13, 

when it was published under the ru:;pice~ of the Sutherland family, i11 one 

large fol io volume, in cludin~ a continuation by Gilbert Gordon of Salbchy, 

from 1 G30 to 16.1 1. 

It is not irrele\·ant to make the aboYe reference to the Douglas history 

as being a contemporary work with that of Sir RoLe rt Gonion's Sutherland 

h istory, although the t<;>o learned authors, being engaged the one in the 

south aml the other in the north of Sceotl:mcl, were ]•rol1ably unaware of 

each othe r's labours. The question of the itleut ity of origin of the 

D ouglas onrl Snth e: tland hrnilies, a<> mustratell by their armorial bearin;::s, 

has often engaged tlH: attention of writers on these two houses, cYcn in the 

remote days of the ''encrablc Andrew "\Yyntown, one of the early historians 

of Scotland. ::\ly attention >tas nec•3ssar ily directed to the question while I 

was engaged on "The Douglas Book," and the results of a careful investiga

tion of the subject will be found in that work.1 

The oldest manuscript of Sir Hobert Gordon's hi~tory is preserved at 

Dunrobin. It is a folio consi~tiug of 228 pa;::es, to which is prefixed-

(1) An elaborate tit le-page, extcuding OYer the whole page; 

(2) Catalogue of the principal authors consulted, includiug volumes col

lected by the learned "\\-illiam Camden, t wo pages; 

(3) " The E pistle Dedicatorie" to J obn, t hirteenth Earl of Sutherlaml, 

t wo pages; 

(4 and 5) D escriptions of the armorial bearings of the Earl of Sutherland 

and Sir Robert Gordon, one page each ; 

1 The Doughs Book, \'Ol. i. pp. 1·36, 
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(G) "The c.lescription of the 1•rowince ofr Sutherland witl1 tlw commodi ties 

tlwrull~' ::.enn page~; . 

( ; ) The l'rc.face, one pa~c. 

"\ p!Jended to the" Geuealo:;ic" 1•roper there is" A shnrt discourse oi tbe Earle 

of Southirlaml his preccd cncie in l'arliameut of the Earle of Catteyue.ss, 

wryten the year lGl i by :3ir l~ouert Gordonu," twehe pa:;es. 

The volume is ueautiiully bound in Hnssi:tn leather, anJ on a fly-leaf of 

the modern· bimliug is t he fullowing note holograph of the :;econtl ll11kc of 

Sntherlancl :-"This manuscript of the H istory of thr:: Faruily of Sutl~t:rland 

was given to me by :IIr. r:icL:nc.l Gordon, descendant of Sir Roucrt Gvnlon, 

in 18·13. St:mr.I:L.L'\u." 

Underneath that note is another-" This .-olume is altogether in the band

writing of Sir Robert himself." This second note is iu ]1enci l uy the late ~Ir. 

Co;;mo Innes. Ilis opinion is entitleu to con:::iJeration. A t the same time, a 

cardul examinatio0. of c•:ery page of the ori;,;inal manuscript, and a compari

son of other manuscri11ts iu the Gordonston and Halmyre collection", leaJs me 

to a d ifferent conclusion. Although the family of Sir Houert GorLlou, who 

inherited his manuscript history; mn.y have believed it to be altogether in the 

hauJ writ ing of Sir Tiobert hiwself, it would apt~ear that there had been an 

earlier draft of the history holograph of Sir Hobert, or dictated by him to au 

amanuensis. Of that draft a copy was made in very neat hanJwriting, 

somewhat resemuling tLat of ::::.ir Tiobe:rt Gordon, uut whicL is really the work 

of Alexander FiJde;;, who was copyist to Sir Robert Gordon at GorJonston, 

as appears from a will made there by Sir nobert on 2Gth .:\lay lG5~.1 

T hroughout the copy there are many adLlitions and a l t~rations in the 

u ndoubted handwriting of Sir Hobert, extending occasionally to whole 11ages, 

whi le his marginal addi tions are numerous. T hese certainly show that the 

1 Original in Sutherland Charter-chest. 
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finely engrossed copy was m;1de from au earlier draft wl1ich had been 

supersedeJ by the copy on which the author m~Je his auditions ancl emenda

tions from time to time. In this way the copy of the original draft bad come 

to be considered as the original. 

2. TH E SECOXD :JL\ :SUSCHIPT OF 1656. 

A work by so high an authority as Sir Hober t GorJon, ami which entered 

largely into the histories of the famili es of Gonion, Sinclair, anJ ::\Iackay, as 

well as of Sutherland, could not fail to be co1•ied by some one iuterested in 

these families, during the long period of nearly two centuries in wldch the 

manu:;ctil,t remained unprinted. This i1lea is borne out by the existence at 

Dumobin of another rnanuscript copy of Sir n oht:rt Gordon's liistory. J\Ir. 

Hobf'rt GorJon of Cluny, fourth son of Sir I:obert, had obtained, by pmc!tase 

or otherwise, a copy of hi;; father's history, as appears from his name on the 

flyl ea f, " Robe1t Gordon, ~:! Fehr. 1 G5o," to show that he was the owner 

of the book. That copy contains the history brought down to the date of 

1630, as Sir Robert ultimately arrangeJ it. Th e copy extends to 314 folio 

pages, and is engrossed in a plain hand of the seYenteenth century. The 

"Short Discourse" on the precedency of the Earl of Sutherland over the Earl 

of Caithness is also appended to that copy. This volume furth er contains a 

continuation, styled "Historic and Genealogie otT the Earles of Southerland 

collected together by Giluert Gordou ofr Sallagh," which extends to sixty

three folios. At the end of the sixty-third folio, it is stateJ that "This whole 

booke was copied out of the author's own copies in the year 1656." TIIis state

ment shows that more copies than one of the origiual work of Sir TI•Jbert Gordon 

existed in that year. On folio 6-! of the copy of 1656, there are entries of the 

births of the chilJreu of :Jir. Hobert GorJon of Cluny, the possessor of the 

manuscript. Lady ,J can \Y emyss, Countess of George, four teenth Earl of 
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SntllcrLmd, acquired the manuscript Yolmue of 1G 5G, and made it a Xcw Ynr':. 

gilt lo l1er ~011, .. foh u, t!fteenth ):arl, on ht January 1iOG, accunlin .~ to the 

hoiograph i nscriptioa by her at the be6inniug of the ,-ol nlll e. On the back oi 

the same leaf, ::\lr. In nes Las notetl in pe:1cil, that the volume" is a copy J,y 

a scribe from the original [oldes t] ~IS. of Sir n obert, made in 1 r.5G. This 

alone seems to luwc been used for the printed edit ion." Thi s sb.te111ent 

is probably correct, as the olJest manuscript \>aS on ly acquired by the lJ uke 

c•f Sutherland iu 18-!3. 

This second COl•Y of the hi:;tory remainetl at Dnnrobin siuce the )'l'C· 

scntation of it to the fifteenth E arl \las made by his mother, the Counks~ . in 

1 i05.1 This Earl \ \aS afterwarJs much occnpied in p utting down tl11.! rebel

lion of 1 i15, wl1ilc lris gr nnJson and successor, "William, the si.xtr•.: nth 

Earl, was similarly engaged with the rising of 17 45. Until the succc.-;

sion of Elizabe~h. Countess of Suthell and, afterwarJs Duchess CoitJJt f.'s."', tl. c 

copy made in 1656 appears to haYe been little noticed Ly any Jll •: lllht-r 

of the family. The D uchess Countess was the cotTespondcnt uf 11;any 

eminent literary gentlemen, including Sir ·walter Scott, }Ir. Challcs Kirk

patrick Sharpe, Mr. George Chalmers, author of "Caledonia," ami others. 

She brought her copy of the work under the notice of these gentkmcn, 

and this ultimately led to the publicati on of the work. 

l'RIXTI~G OF THE }L\Xl"i:'CRIPT OF lG36 ATIRAXGEfJ WI '.l'H ::\I!C. COXSTAI;LE 

I~ 1SOG, AND l' UBLI;:iHED IX 1813. 

After much consillerat ion by the Duchess Countess, then ,jfarchioness of 

Stafford, and her son, Ea rl Gower, the manuscript copy of 16-56 was intrustctl 

by them to }Jr. Archibald Constable in October 1SOG, to be printcly printed 

1 There is also a third manuscript copy, now in the Advoc:>.tes' Library, EJ.inl•ur;;h, 
made by Alexander Munro, Master of the ~l usic ~chool atTain, 173G. 
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for presentation to friends. 1t was then arranged to have the nwHuscript 

CvlJied, aud one. Lnwlrec\ copies privately lJrin ted in the form of a thick 

C!U1rto volmne, t <) UC finished in about six mont!Js.1 

The correspondence between E:'.!l Gower anu )fr. Sharpe contains many 

references to the m:muscri1•t and the arrangements as to printing it. The 

earliest notice occurs in a letter from Lord Gowe r to :i\Ir. Sharpe, dated 

Dnnrobin, :22d .August lSOG, in which his Lonh;hip says:-" Yon ask me 

if Sir I:obert Gordon's H istory could be sent to yon. I would have been 

most happy .so to do, and would br'.ve trusted it s<!lf in your hands without 

auy fears or april·chcnsion: but it is by this ti111e on its way here, to be 

compared with an old copy of it, whirl! I have discovered iu the library 

here in a most deplorable condition, more than half-decayed. \Ye luwe 

some idea, in order to preserve the book, to have it printed. If we do so 

you shall most certainly have a copy. If v;c do not , yon shall certainly 

(if you wish it) hase a reading of the :\IS. Tint at present, for the reason 

I lw.ve mentioned, 'tis impo;;;siule. I ba\·c been very busy copying the one 

I have found here, 'vhich is no ca<>y thing, as the writing is very old and 

difficult to read, especially as I am not used very much to read such." 2 

The estimate as to the size of the Yolumc, and the time required for 

editing it, were t•oth understated. In subsequent letters reference is made 

to this by L'ldy Stafford. On :? 3th August 1811 she expressed her dis

appoiutruent at fiuding Constaulc so sluw, but she expe.cts the Look will 

I Earl Gower, io a letter to 1lr. Sharpe, 
dated Edinburgh, OctoL~r 1st, l~OG, writes 
that Constable h:t<l un<lertaken the ta~k .>ith 
a most admirable and ]:lUdahle degree of 
zeal. prr. Sharpe's Letters, vol. i. l'P· :279, 
2S2.) 

2 A week or two later, on 7th September 
1 S06, Earl Gower asks 1Ir. Sharpe, "!'ray, 

have you my valuahle Latin genEalogical 
manuscript of t he hm.ily of Sutherland? 
Eithe r Inglis, Riddel, or you ha,·e, anr1 I 
th ink l:iddel. If yon have it, take th e fiPst 
opportunity of sending to me, a~ it way be 
of usc at present." [Sharpe's Letters, vol. i. 
pp. 273-2ili.] 
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sr.on appear, aud promises .Jir. Sharpe a copy with a large margin. I u 

expcclatiuu of ~he book Lc iUJ COllllileb . .:u, ::\lr. Sharpe lmtl maJe dt..twin:.;:> 

uf sen.?ro.l persons ll!cntioned in it, and presented them to Earl Gower, 

who said, iu a letter of 4th December l Sll, th ey woulJ be great orna

meuts to his copy of the Look, which he iutenlleJ to adoru anJ illustrate 

very handsomc:ly. He aJde,i that he thought the book must soon co1ne 

out, though he had uot heard from CoustaLle for some time. Later iu the 

same month Lally StafT•JrJ \Hites to ~Jr. Sharpe that she imagines ConstaLle 

clcl::tys sending out the book till the X ew Year, as she had not latdy heard 

from him, aml he promised it before this tillle.1 Sti ll further delay 

occuncd, and Lord Go\rer says in a letter to ::\Jr. Sharpe, dated ~nth :.ray 

1 Sl :l :-" J am glad that you lt avc, Ly yonr questions, perhaps stimnlateJ 

Constable, though he has shown no signs of life yet. ... I have bought, 

tl!C Lonl knows wl1at, of prints to illustrate 'the I~ook,' so you runst come 

to tow!: next winter aud a~si~t." 2 The '1\0rk w:ts not entirely fini, itcd, 

nl'crmling to the ti tle-page, till the yea r 1813. There is a short l 'rc:face 

under the heading of ".Ad\·ertisement," dated from Dunrobiu L'astle, 

Odober l st, lRl:l, and no doubt '1\ritten by Lady Stafford herself. It is 

stateu that the manuscript from which the work is }'tinted is in the pos

session of the ::\hrchioness of StafforJ, and that a siwilar one is in the 

Advocates' Library at Edinburgh. These, >vith two others," are all that arc 

known to exi.sL of this History."· 3 

It appears from Sir Walter Scott's Journal that the editing of the 

"Geuealogie" was intrusted, under :;\Ir. Constable, to ::\Ir. Henry ". eber, 

tben amanuensis to Sir ·walter, and who was also engaged ill literary work 
1 l>lr. Sharpe's Letters, vol. i. p. 515. 
1 I bid. YO!. i . pp. 53!), 540. 
3 In the sub-title page in the printecl 

volume the editor and printer have 01:1de the 

mistake of giving the date of Hi39 instea<l of 
Ui30, as iu the wannscript from which th e 
priut was made. 
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on his own account. This appears from let ters from Sir ·walter and ~Ir. 

W eber to Lady St~fford in July 1 SOG, in which the btter acknowJe,Jges a 

very hr~.ndsome present from her laLlysllip, and his most grateful acknowledg

ment, with the assurance that nothing on his p:trL shou],.J be wan ting to 

render the "Genealogie" of the Earls of Sutherland as correct as possiulc. 

Sir \ \'alter, at the same time, in a separate letter, sent !J er ~Ir. "'eLer's 

most respec tful ackno\dcdgments for her token of liberality, adding, " I have 

no doubt [it] will stimulate him to every possible exertion on behalf of 

the work." 1 These letters were written in the year 1808, three years after 

the book had been intrusted to ~Ir. Consbble to priut. But it was not 

till four yeais lA.ter that the colllpletell work a]'peared. At the first arrange

ment the printed Yolume \~'<'l.S to Le in a quarto size, lmt it ultimately 

appeared in folio form. I n justice to l.Ir. Constable and ~Ir. W eber, in 

reference to the complaints made of delay in pro•lucing the work, it must be 

no ticeLl th:1t the origin~! arrangement as to pri\·ate printing was changed to 

that of publication in the ordinary way, at the desire of l.Ir. Constable 

himsel£.2 I n a letter from Lady Stafford to ~Ir. Sharpe, dated 21st December 

1809 , she says:-" I hope soon to send you the old Claslzmaclam·, which 

Constable promised should be finished 1efore this time; but l have not 

heard anything of it for some months, though I sec he has advertised it. I 

hope it will turn out a sort of Fl'ois.sart, which I haYe been reading lately, 

much to my amusement; but do not hope to find anything in it equal to the 

history he gives of the Comte de Foix, which, if you have not happened to 

read, I beg you may immediately, and you will find him to be a perfect 

model of a feudal grand seigneur dans son chateau , in spite of the accident of 

killing his son, and the blemish of being rather cross to h is wife. The story 

of the Familiar Spirit and the Bear also, I fe::.r, exceed iu interest anytbing 

l Yo!. ii. of this work, p. 31i. :1 ~Ir. Sharpe•s Letters, vol. i. p. 375. 
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we .flh:t ll fiml iu Sir I:obert Gord un ; but the description of the T!l:ttmen of 

t ll0 Scotch utrty bq more fa,·ourabl_e." 1 

In the following year Lord Go1•·er again refers to the progress of !Jriuting 

t he history. " Tl1 e l.Jook, Const;.1ble says, ''"ill be reaJ y by June. I saw 

some of it printiug. I t \vill be a Yery handsome book-large mar;;in, etc. 

Constable is printing a copy-large paiJer, on .-ellum, for a pre5eut to my 

father." 2 It is probable that ::\fr. Sharpe's etchings of portrait s, as illustra 

t inus for the book, which att racted the attention of Lady SL1fford aucl Lord 

Gowe r, had requ ired consideration, and that subsequent arrangements had 

been made by her l:l.uyship, with her high artistic t astes, to illust rate the 

volume with eugraYings of port raits, ca~tlcs, etc., which would occupy a 

very consideraule time after th e uook was Jt ca rly completed wit!toul them, 

in the year l oll. The frontispiece to the uook is the portrait of J ohn, thir

teenth Earl of Sutherland, kno\Yll as the Co.-enanling E arl. The titl e-page 

coataius a view cf D•.wro"Sin C::>.,t le, sketched by the ::\ farchione~s of Stafford 

in J an uary 1812. There is also a dra wing of the ruins of Helmsdale Cast le 

by It er ladyship, aud in the same year the1e " ·ere added illustrations 

showing the armorial beari11gs of the Earls of Sutherland, and a facsimile of 

the inde uture between 'Yilliarn , Ea1 l of Suthe rland, and A rchibald, uishop of 

Cai thness, in the year 12 i 5. All t hese engrav ings, ei ther in steel or copper, 

1·robably occupied a great part of the year 1812, as they all bear that U[l.te. 

They l1ad been the latest jJOrtions of the work fiui shed thal year, and it was 

com pleted and pub]i,hed in the year. following. 

Sir Walter Scott in h is "Journal," un de r date March l Oth, 18%, 

gives a melanch oly account of the fate of H enry ' r eber, whqse name was 

1 .\[r. Sharpe's Lette rs, vo l. i. p. 404. 
2 I bid. p. 4~3 . T he copy of t he hi ~ tory 

'~<":l.!! pnnted on \· ell uru and presented " ' here 

VOL. I. 

proposed, and is still preserved in the 
l ibra ry at Du orobin. 

d 
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associated >vith the history a~ the editor of the printect eLlitiou. Sir Walter 

says:-

"Stmuge t:nnu;:h tl.at IIenr~ '\\' ehcr, who nc tcJ afterwnrd~ a~ my mn:UiUPn~is f,J r 
many years, k1d aL;o :1 melaucholy fate ultimattly. H t: w:1s :1 lll:tll of wry superior 
attainments, un r.xcdlent lingni:;t and gro;:rapher, aiJil a remarkaLlc antiqu~ry. He 
publi::>heJ a ccdlt>ction of m:cient rurnan~es, sli pcri ll r, I think, to the elaborate f:itson. 
IIe also put.]i,heJ an C<litiou of I~t·.m::nont an•l fletcher, but t ou r:.reJcs,Jy dr.nc to ],e 
reput.blc. He ll'a~ a violent Jaeohin, •.Yhich he thou; ht he di~guiscd frum me , '1\·hile 
I , 11 ho rared not a fi6 about the po0r young Ul an's pr,]iti cs, useJ to amn>e mysel f 11 ith 
tca>in;; him. He was an ex.:clkut n1Hl atl'crt ionate creature, but nnha[opily was atflidt:•l 
with partial in;;::cnity, e~pcchliy if he used strong liquo r~, to wl.ich, like others wi th 
that unhappy t elllkncy, he w"" orca5ionally adJiderl. I n l S 14 he L~c·am .. quite 
iu.ane, aud, at the risk of my lifL·, I bad to di<nrn1 Li m of a r•:..ir of loaded pistc•ls, 
wh ich I diJ loy exerting the ciO rt of authority \\'],jd,, I Lelievc, gives an effectual 
cnutrol in such cases. Hi5 fri enJ . .;, who were re~pect,\l,]e , pl.1ced him in the Yurk 
Asylum, where be pined away auu ui~ ·J , I tlJink iu 181-l vr 1 ~ 15." 

I n a la ter ent ry, on ..:\l'ril 15th, 1 8 ~ 8. Sir \ Yaltcr makes t he following 

rderence to \Ycber :-

"It is written that nothing shall fiouri:;h unJer my shadow-the Ballantynes, 
Terry, X elson, \Veber, all came to distress. X ature ha5 written on lli)' brow : ' You r 
sh;tde shall be broad, but there shall be no protection ueriYcu from it to aught you 
fn1•our.' " 1 

1 Si r \\'alte r ::i~ott's J ournal, \·ol. i. p. 
H G, and ~ol. ii . p. 1G O. In Lockh:~rt's Liie of 
Sir \\' alter. t here a re HU!ll~rot.d re f,:, rences to 
\Veb~ r, but his charact er is less indu lgently 
sketcherl. Lc,ckbar t says he was a J>I)O r 
Germ:\n scbobr, who, e,capiug from mis for
tunes in his own country in 1SU-1, carue t o 

Scotland, and rc~eived occ:\sional employment 
from Sir \ \' alt~r as an amanucnsi3 fo r ten 
years. Ilis attempted duel wi th :Sir Walter 
is graphically dcscn bed in Lo~khart's Life. 
He died in Y\)rk .\sylum in l SIS. [Life of 
Scutt, vol. iii. pp. 109-11 ::!. ] 
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Jl : ~fA::\ USCniPT YOLF:\fE, I:\SCI:IDED ox THE D.\CK "]~ ();.;::;j CO\IITD! 

S unn~r. LA: AxxAu:s,'~ rx THF: L mr:Ar.Y AT Dc-:-:nonrx. 

This is a manuscript hi ., ~ o :-y of the Ealls of Sutherbnd, written in Latin 

Ly Alexander Ross. I t. is imp0rfcct, beginning ";ith p. 3 1. The heading to 

that page is " Comih·m Southerlandi;;e AnnJ.les," and begins with the worJs :

" f! l'g nante Corurerlo I'rimo Scotorum l~ege." 

This is th e Lttin I:I istor:· r.:· ferred to by Eai·l Gower in his letter to :\Ir. 

Sharpe, dated 7tlt September I SOG, pre,·ion:;ly noted. The \York is not au 

ori;..:i11al history of the Sutherl..:Hl family, lJnt only an abstract or compenrl in 

Lati n of Sir Hobert Gordon'.s work. Hoss ':;" An11alc~ ·· ha,·e bee u rngrosscll in 

a Ycry legible haml, but haJ lJ .;•·n at one tillle seriously damaged Ly clamp, atHl 

tlte volume has Lecn carefully bouud in orLler to remedy the de fc:cts so cau<;•!d. 

Through t lu' kinLin•css of }[r. GorLlon of Ihlmyrc, d1o lw-; iuhnit.·J ma11y 

r·f tbc 1nuuiments of the last baronet of the original creation, Sir \Ydlialll 

< ;(, rllon of GorJow;ton, I have been intr11stecl with the inspection of th c:<P, 

r,n,J h;<ve Jisco\'ert:Jd hvo copies of the "Annales" by Ross more p·~rf..;d 

th an the rrccelling. 

TLe first is a folio volume, bound in leathe r, written in a clear auJ 

distinct band, containing the f·.lllowiug title-page:-

Sutherl:md i::e Comitum Annales, 
in qu ibus eorum ori,;;o et iucre-

meu ta, v it~ et re;; b~llu pnceque 
gest.::'l dilucide explicantnr. 

Multa quoque notatu Jigna in regionibus 
Scotire vlrr;\ Caledonios, a Scriptoribus 

nostris \·d breviter tacta, vel penitus 
omi..'.>a fus ius proponuntu r. 

Authore Alexandru Ros~::eo 

Aberuvuens~ Sco to 1631. 
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xx LOSS OF THE FIRST ) f.UTSCRIJ'T OF TJ/J: AX.YALS. 

Hoss's work is dedicated to Sir Tiohert Gordon, with all bi s l1 onou rs care

fully descri bed, .as gentleman of the Led-chamber to the bug of Great 

Britain, second bora son of "\.l exander, Earl of Sutherland, t utor aud ad

ministrator of Sut berland, first b::tronet of Scot !rtnd, sheriff of I m·ernc;;s, and 

vice-chamberlain of Scotland. 

After the ded ication, ;.rr. Tios3 explains that his reasons for writing 

the Annals were to show a token of respect to the family of Sutherland , 

and to r eturu thanks to Sir Robert for h is many civili tir.s toward 'S him. Ile 

al so notices the accidental loss of a vre\'ious copy of the Aunals, in the 

following tenus (in Ltt iu) :-

'' Sc•eral years ago I wouhl haYe JUade the public acquainted with the Annals of 
your ancestors collected out of monuments of ancient ltistorics 1111(1 many manuscript 
copies. But by some acriJ~ut, I know not how (w hil~ yon were !Jrcparing for a 

jou rney to Scotland), the ropy \I'M lost, ant! we l0d the labour and oil (as the saying 
i.-). Wherefore we hal'e agaiu lllltlertaken this province (uontanJCU E,'(WV a.:xo~·TI. ~,f. 

8uf1.w, to ~l'e;tk u;; Homer doc~), an•! we hare wille·l tb~se ' Annales' written under 
your an3pices, now inscribed wi th your name, to go fvr th to the public." 

Uany memorable act ions, the author states, were explained more fully 

than in the previous copy, whil e a description of Sutherland is prefixed, 

taken from Sir Robert's observations, who had seen the region and travelled 

over it. Various etymologies from the Scoto-llibernic language are also 

ex plained. Thr..: pre!acL~ i.:; dated " Ex. mu;; :-eo nostro Southamptonire," 

l D ecember 163 1.1 

In the " Fearwee11," wri tten by Si r I:obert Gordon to his nephew, J ohn, 

t hirteenth Earl of Sutherlaud, he earnest ly advises the Earl to preserve 

his own history of his family safely amongst l1is best writs, and abo the 

"Compend" written in Lati.n by .:.rr. Alexande r Ross.2 

1 Original volume a.t Halmyre. " Original" Fearweell "at Dnnrobin, vol. ii. of tbi~ work, p. 3:~; . 
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The second maim:>cript at H almyr(; i:> in a small quarto volume bound in 

l':uduueut, (.,vat~iuing 

I . F errerius' Hi ~tory of the family of Gordon. 

II. Alexander lloss's ".Annales." 

This volume is writ ten in what appears to be the so.me handw riting as 

thaL of the earliest manuscript copy of Sir :r..ober t Gordon's history at 

l>unrobin, and establishes the fact that the oldest of Sir RoLcrt's Jnanu

scripts already descriLed, is uot in his own handwriting, but in that of 

au amanuensis who had been employed by l1im and Alexande r n oss to 

t:ngross fair eopies of the histories of the Sutherlands and Gordons on 

which they were wut.u;tlly engaged. The Sutherland " .Annales" in this 

parchment volume contains se veral alterat ion.3 on the previous manu::.crip ts 

1uentioned. 

~Ir. r\l c xaud~r I:.oss was a well-known and voluminous author of the 

;:cventcenth century. H e was a ScotclJman, and connected with ALerdeen, 

whence l1e dates his dedication, but he went to England in the reign of 

King Charles the Fi rst. H e \l·as appointed one of his ?.Iajesty's chaplaius 

aud mastt' r of the free school at Southampton. .As he was very at tentive to 

Sir I:.oLert Gordon, who was an influential courtier, he may have obtain t:d 

Lis royal chaplaincy through the patronage of Sir HoLert. Th e l iterary 

works of Hoss are very numerous, dealing with theology and religion, history, 

the scientific topics of his time, anJ nuious other subjects. H e published 

a continuat ion of Sir ·w alter Ualeigh's Hi :> tory of the W~rld, which Granger 

calls "his great work"; but adds, that "it is like a piece of bad Got hie tacked 

to a magnificent pile of Roman architecture, which serves to heighten the 

effect of it, while it exposes its own deficiency in strengt h and beauty." 1 

Chalmers gives a long list of Ross 's works, but the "Anuales" of the Earls 

1 Chalmers's Biographical Dictionary, \'OI. xxvi. pp. :>S 7 -8. 
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of Sutherland are 1.1 ot incluJ~d. nncl were prob:1bly unknown to him. The 

\\·a rks uf n o:;:; \l"tly bO !IUUlt!rOUS ns to 8i\'l.) l ise to Dutlcr's w cll-knO\\' ll lines:-

"Thrre was nn f>n~ient ~~ge pbilo~opher 

Viho had re:1.rl "\lexandcr Rnss o;er, 
And swore the wurl•l, as he coul<l prove, 
Was mad~ of fi~hting awl of l·we. 
Just so romances are, for ,,·bat else 
Is in them all but love and battles.'' 1 

l ll . Dr..IEF .. ~.:\_-\LYSIS OF Silt HODERT GOltDOX'S HISTORY. 

After what has been stated of the se,·eral manuscripts of the history of 

Sir Hobert Gordon , a short analysis of the work may be gi ,·en. A learned 

author, in a work ou the llighlanders, descriued Sir Robert's Yolume as 

"ponderous. " It may be generally described as a Pw·age and E aron(tgc 

for the northern counties of Scotland, as the Gordons figure in it as fully 

as the Sutherlands. The work also includes detailed histories of the 

Stewarts, Dukes of Lennox, the Sinclairs, Earls of Caithness, the niackays 

of Fan, the Gunns, the ~Iacleods of .A.ssynt., and many other clans; but the 

account::; of these families and clans are much intermixed with tl1e general 

narrative. ~Ir. Alexander Ross, in his "Comi tnm Sutherlandire Annales," 

above described, omi tted, almost entirely, any no tice of the families of 

Gordon and others who have been promiscuously introduced iu to Sir 

Robert's Yolnme. 

The great industry and labour bestowed Ly Sir Robert Gordon on his work 

are con~picuous from the beginning to the end of it, notwi thstanding certain 

1 Hu<l. ibras, by Samuel Bntl~r, eJitio n by 
Henry G. Bohn, l $j9, vol. i. p. 42. The 
f un of the farce is heightened hy the fact 

that t he "aucient sage pbilo~opher" ...-a3 
Emperlocles, wh o lived 2100 y ears before 
Ross. 
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mani fest errors, which will be noticed on a later page. T he work is a \'ery 

\'aluahle one for. the uorthem parts of Scot laud. H e had llwuy ad \'antn:~es 

for th e compila tion of such a work, and with his learnin g-, personal r1uali

li eations and family ad,·an tages he could not fail t o produce an cnJuring 

reconl of the very ancient house of wl1ich he was a me111be r. T he latt.. r 

e\'ents \l·hich he commemorates, often in quaint and graphic terms, durin;; 

three generations of the family, are authenticated by his own lJ Crsonal 

knowledge, and i t is delightful t0 read the precision wi th which he re

cor,l:; events. He generally states th e \'ery day, mo uth anJ year with all 

the minutene~s of a parish registe r, or a recorder's death-roll. 

Sir Houert could not fail to lea rn much from his father of the tenth 

I~arl, the" good Earl J ohu," whose death by IJOisoning \\'as a sensa tional 

e\·ent not to be forgotten in the family. The father of the good Earl 

.J ohn was AlexanJer, :\laster of Sutherland, whose parents were El izabeth , 

c. ,u ut e::;s of Sutherland, aud her husLanU, Adam Gordon of A L•lylw. 

The uiscussion s auout the succession of the heiress, Countess E lizaL<!tll, 

and the peculiar circumstances of her father and brother must lw.ve L.; ~·n 

well known in the falllily. H er marriage to Adam Gordon was au epodt 

in the Sutherland history, and their descendants for several generations 

bore the surname of Gordon. Sir Robert Gordon may therefore be 

accepted with crellit as a historian of the House of Sutherland for the 

six generations from Elizabeth Sutherland, Countess o~ Sutherland, who 

succeeded her brother John, the ninth Earl, in 1514, down to his own 

day, and the close of his history iu 1 G30. 

Continuing the analysis of Sir Robert's work, we have next to noti ce 

tl1e uine generations of the Sutherland fa1u ily previous to th e su ccession 

of the heiress, Elizabeth Sutherland, Countess of Sutherland. It would be 

unreasonable to expect that Sir R obert Gordon, with all his lea ming an1l 
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research, conld write with the sallie accuracy on those of his ancestors 

who figured in the twPlfth, thir~ccnth , an d fomteen th centmir.s, as on 

those who existed in his own day, and we ha;-c been obli ged, in the 

l\Iemoirs of these early Sutherland ancestors, to take serious exception to 

seYeral of the early chapters in l1is work. In his time, it was the fashion , 

in writing histories of Scottish families, to coJuln encc thcl!l in prc

l1istoric times, with a fabulous founder, who was said to have performed 

some prodigy of val our or other mernorahlc action. Xo family history 

at that period would haYc been accepted if it had connnenced with 

any commonplace ancestor. An instance of this is afforded in th e 

work already nferreu to by th e learned illr. Davie! IIume of Gods

croft, who repre5ented his " black grey man," "Sholto Douglas," as 

having turned tl1e tide of battle on Lchalf of his sovereign, King 

Solvathius, in the year i Gi, when he was almost vanquished by D onald 

TI:1ne the mnrpcr. But this imaginary hero "Sholto D ouglas " has long 

been dis r.ard e1l as purely fictitious. Family historie~ of modem times have 

very properly discarded similar fa bles, aml endeavoured to rest upon the 

solid foundation of strict ly legal evidence. 

Following the fashion of the period, Sir nol.>ert Gordon claimed as his early 

ancestors Tl1anes and E arls of Suthe1land who never had any existence. 

The first of these he describes as "Alane Southerland, Thane of Souther

laud," who in the year 1031 , in the d;~ys of King .:\Ialcolm the Sccoud, 

fought a cruel battle at Criegh , in Sutherland, against the Danes anJ Xor

wegians, who had invaded Sutherland to des troy the inhabitants. After 

a long battle the Danes were overthrowu. 1 Sir Robert adds that among 

other noble3 against whom ~Lie beth, during his reign, had exercised tyranny, 

was this Alan Sutherland, who was slain on the pretence of justice, leaving 

Genealogy, p. 2::!. 
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a :1on, ·walter Suth ~:rlallll,t who was created Earl of Sutherland by l\Llkulru 

l'.urmorc in a lJarliament at I'orLLr in the year l OG!. Sir Hobert says : 

·· Frum that '\'alter, Earl of Sutherlaml, the Ealls of Sntherla.ml Jo lineally 

!h:sceuo.l, atlll do continue successively, without interruption of ulooJ, unto 

this day." 2 

The next Earl of Sutherlaml introduced by Sir Tioben is l~obert, the 

lirst of t!tat uame.3 The author is not so precise in his dates with this 

l:ubcrt the secouJ Earl, as l1e was \vith Alan the Thaue and '\'alter tlte first 

Earl, Lnt gi\·es l1im creL!i t as tlw first foumler auJ l.milLler of the Cast le of 

!Junnrobin, so calleJ from his name : Doun-Tiobin signifying the ],ill or 

tnoat of HoLert.4 

These three generations, however, arc unantheuticatcJ, aud the first 

a"r:t:rtainrd owner of SutherlauJ, of the Sutherland family, was Huc;h 

Frc~kin, sun of Freskin, their tirst known ancestor. In his origiual maun 

~c ril ' t of 1 G30, Sir l :oLert ~tales: ".-\.lexander, the first of that nnlllc, Earle 

.. 1r :SuthirbuJ." ];ut that statement is altered l.Jy Sir P.ober t's own hauJ to 

11 u:,;h, Earl of Sutherland, " called Freskin." These statements and correc

ti<Jll ~ :;huw tlt~ difficulty which Sir nouert felt in regard to Hugh Freskin. 

X ot withstanding his great research, Sir Hobert Gonlon failed to trace even 

th~ nisteuce of thi:3 Freskiu the first. Sir Robert, indeed, describr.s Hugh 

Sut],crland as the third Earl of SntherlanJ, uicknamcd "Freskin." But 

nowhere has he stated iu his book that Hugh was the sou of Frcskiu, nor is 

tl1e existcuce of Freski n melltioueJ. 

One other important poiut in Sir RoLert Gordon's History requires to Le 

uote·l for correct ion. In Jealing with ' Villiam the third of that name aull 

tltc "seventh " [fifth ] Earl of Sutherland, he is represented as having 

attainell to that high degree of favour with his prince as to obtain in 
1 Genealogy, p. ~3. 

\'UL. I. 

2 Jbirl. p. ~4 . 3 Ibid. p. ~G. ~ /lm l. p. ~6. 
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marria~e the T'rinces:; ::\Iar;.;aret Drncc, daughter of King n obert Bruce, 

by whom Sir Ho1ert says Le !tad two so us, Al exander and .T ohn Suther

land. Sir J:obert Gordon makes Alex<1nder die in London while there a-; a 

pledge for the ransom of his uncle, King David the Second, while the second 

son, John, is described as "ei~hth " E rr rl of SutherlaJul and the father of 

Nicholas Suthcrlaml, the "ninth" earl, who :1gain was the father of I:uber t 

Sutherlallll. the "tenth" earl, and the ance>;tor of th e subsequent Earls 

of Sutherland, the cl esceu L of th e wh ole being tbercby tlt:ri\·cd from tbc mar

riage of Earl \\'ill iaru Un!l the Princess ;.[argaret nrucc. This line of descent 

has been adopted in most of the modern peerage books, when treating uf the 

Sutherlallll family, but th.; followi u~ mewoirs show it to ue erroneous. Lord 

Hailes, \Yhen engaged on his elabor,1.te case for Eli zabeth, Countess of Suther

land, was at fir:;t misled in to the belief th r.t J ohn Snth'O'rland, the son of 

Earl \\'illiam, was the ancestor of the subsequent Earls of Sutherland. 

J~nt the mistake was p oi nteLl out in the pleading of n riYnl claimant, and 

Lord H ailes admitted and corrected his error. There is abundant eYidence 

in regard to Earl ·william and his two marriages t o prove that the issue 

of the royal maniage became extinct, \Yhile that of the second marriage, 

which was unknown or unnoticed by Sir P.obert Gordon, carried on the 

line of the family. 1 

IV. STATISTICAL ACCOU"NTS OF SliTHEl~LAXD PARISHES. 

Although Scotland is not so \Yell supplied with Yaluable county l1i5tories 

as E ngland, it possesses histories of all the parishes into which it is 

ecclesiastically cliYi<ied, known as the Old aucl X cw Statistical Accounts 

of Scotland. The first, which was superintended by Sir John Sinclair of 

1 Vol. i. of t his work, pp. 313·4~ . 
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l 'Jh.;tc r, J:aronct, was commcncc<l in the year 1 iDl a nd cornpldc•l in 

twt'uty-ot l0 \ oluu~cs octaYu in the year 1 i !)\l.1 The i\ew Stali~tical A ccount 

wa.<; commenced iu the yea r lt>3 -l and completed in the year 18-!.'5 in fifteen 

orl.L\'O ,·olumcs, under the superintendence of the l:e,· .. John Gonion, a very 

'' " llll'dent editor. The history of the county of Sutherland was incluued 

in the last or fiftee n th volume, acco rding to the thirteen parishes int•) 

which the county is ecclesiastically arranged . 

.. All the accounts of these thirteen parishes, as well in the Old as in 

the New Statistical Account, Lave been carefully examinetl for the pur

po.:;c of asce rtaining if such a wide circle of loc::ll writers disclosctl ::my 

inform.ation bearing on the history of the fa.mily of Sutherlanu i Lut with 

a few cxCCjJtions the search has Leen UIJ satisfactory. One of the lon:;est 

nn•l most Llborions of the contributions to the Old Statistical . \ ccouut 

is that on the parish of Assynt , by the I:ev. ·w illiam ::\lackenzie, lllini.;t.er 

of th ~- p:1rish.2 H e says, "Tradition auJ e\·cu documents dccbre that the 

J•n•l•erly of the parish wa-; a forest of the aneient Thanes of Suthcrl:md. One 

(• f t!t esc prime Thanes gave it in vassalage to one t.fac-Kry-cul, whu, in 

ancient times, h eld the coast of Coigach, that part of it at the !Jlace presC'nlly 

(I 703) called the village of Ullapool.3 The. n oble Thane made Assiut onr in 

1 The history of each parish was, for the 
most part, wri tten by th e l'"-rish minister. and 
ti.~ l'roll t•, a~ well as the property of the 
work, wer~ generously assigned t o the Society 
for t he Benefi t of the Sons and Daughte rs oi 
t he Ck rgy. 

~ It is number S of volume xvi., ami ex
t~ud~ to 45 page3, ueing from pp. I G3-2! 1, 
•d dch i~ far Ri Ore than the aHra;;e length 
uf u~~cription bestowet! on other parishes, 
although the portion referring to the family 
of S .. therla n<l i~ compar:.ti\·ely small. 

J "Larich Teay :\lacKry-cul is still known 

at C1lapool village, i.e. that very spot where 
;\lac-Kry-cul Lad his house is knuwn. H e is 
reported by the people here to be the pot~nt 
man of whom are descended the ;\!J.cnicub, 
Xicol•, an•! ~icholsons (p. I G2)." 

~Ir. Skene, in hi.s "High landers, " ref~rs to 
the grant in fav our of :.Iac-Kry-cul as being 
substantially confi rUled by an old mauuscril't 
dated 14.30, upon wuich ~lr. Skene frequently 
founds, and in which tue descent of the clan 
::-.'icol is trace<! from a certain Gregall, l'laiuly 
the Grycul of the reverend minister of Assynt. 
(Highlanders of Scotland, vol. ii. pp. 2!);, 2~JS.] 





xxviii C'IIAR1'ER OF ASSL\'1' TO .1/.IC-IU:l"-C'CL. 

the above manner, a;; :Jlac-Kry-cul had recovcrt•d a great qnautity of c:tttlc 

canit.:J ofi' flo~ tl1e county of Suthel'laml b) fur<>ign i11vaders. :'lfac-Kry

cul's family, by the fate of war in those days of old, being rcclt;c0el to one 

heir female, she was given in marriage to a younger son of :\[ael~od, bird of 

Lewis, the Thane of Sutherland consentin~ thrrcto; and also making this 

parish oYer to the new manicll couplt~, together ·with its sGperiority. The 

result of this marrbge \\':l.S fourt een success ive lairds here of the name of 

MacleoLl." 1 

In the .Xew Statistical Account, the n ev. Charles Gordon SUJJpJicg au 

omission of his predeccswr's notice of thP charter by the Thane of Snth r·rbnd 

to :\hc-Kry-cnl by stating that the term of cndnrancc of the grant was "a:> 

long as a cow gives milk, and "a \'CS beat on a. rock." 2 This is certainly 

unique, aud is no dou1t to be taken with the salllc seriousness as the alleged 

charter by :\Ialcolm Canmore to Xorman H unter of Polmood of the lands of 

Hope, "as free to t hee and thine as ever God ga.-e it to me and mine." 3 

In the last volume of the Old Sta tistical Account, l\Ir. William K eith, 

then minister of Golspie, sent a second account of that parish, in which he 

states "that it was of old called Culmalic, from a village, two mil es west of 

Golspie, near which the kirk stood. There are vestiges of that olrl kirk re

maining, and a burying-place on the same spot, wltere it is said that sixteen 

I Olc'c Statistical Accou;,t, "''!. x\·i. pp. 1!l0, 
1!H. The U.ate of the first grant of Assynt 
t o Torq~:;il :\ladeorl, whether be acquired it 
t hrough ao heiress or not , is in 136!), Juring 
the reign of King David the Second. [Robert
son's I nuex, p. 100.) 

2 N ew Statistical Account, vol. xv. p. 
110. Th e late ~fr. Cosmo Innes U.id not 
highly appreciate the Old Statistical Account. 
In a lttter to i:>I r . James Loeb, dated ~U. 

June 1533, he writes, "Xo term s can be 
t oo bad for t he Statistical Account of Scot
lan<l. With a powerful machinery actively 
set in motion it is difficult to imagine bow 
so unsatisfactory a r~sult was 1•ro•lnceu. I 
hope (though not confi,Jeutly) the new one 
in J>rogre's may be !.Jetter." [Origin:U lttter 
at Dunrohin. ] 

J Oltl copy of cbarter,anLI ll istory of l'ccbles
sbire, by 'William Chambers, 1SG4, p. 4::?6. 
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~·f the Thanes of SuthetlanJ. arc lmrieJ.." 1 In tlw 1\ew Statistiral ~\rcvu 11 t 
tbl' J; ~.; \ . ..:\l (.)~~uH.lc r ::\t::q .JH:rs_on lta . .; a shorL notice of tlt c family of Sutltcr

l.lild, inclwi ing tlt c than e<; of th ~lt name aud the linea l descent of the presen t 

fami ly as frurn J~oLe1 t the Druce, Kinz of Scotland, through the marriage 

c•f '\"i lliaJtl, thinl [tittlt] Earl of SutherlanJ, to the Princess ::\largarct. 

:\h . .JiaCJ•herson also explaius that in Celtic the title of the Earls of Suther

land is ,;\lorfhear Chatt, aucl that of the Countess, Dana :Jihorfcar Chatt, 

l!,ma being the feminine prefix. Hotli the Celtic tit les are cxpressiYC of 

noLil ity in any degree; and thus they still con tinue Ujl]Jlicable.2 

.From these it is pleasant to turn to the more accurate account of tlte 

~utherbnd family in the general o'Qservations on the county of Sutherland in 

the Xew Statistical Account. It Yms written by the b.te .Jir. George Suther

bnd Taylor, writer in Golspi e, the local law-agent of the second JJuke of 

SnthcrLuHL Ilis Grace also askeJ. .Jir, Taylor to prepare a detailed l1istory 

of the family, which 1" unJ.ertook, and the resu lt s are contained in a mnnn

sr: rilJt Yolume, Lut in tlte fo11u of memoranda or notes ruther than of a 

conucctccl history. 

V. ORIGIXES PATIOCIIL\.LES SCOTL E. 

The "Origines r arochiales Scotia:," or the Antilplities, Ecclesiastica l 

and Terri torial, of the Parishes of Scotland, was projected Ly tlte late .J[r. 

Cosmo In nes, but it was neYer. completed. Two Yoluwes of tlli s irnport:mL 

work were editt:d by himself, the late Mr. J oseph n obertson, and other 

charter scholars. The second volume was diYiued into· two parts, and 

l'art II. was the contribution to the Dannatyne Club of his Grace, the second 

1 Old Statistical Account, ~oL xxi. p. 215. 2 VoL xv. p. 29. 
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Duke of Suthcrl:md, and the J :i~ht H onb1e. Sir 1hvid Dnndas, who were 

botlt llluch inte!·ested in the county of Sntberland, the one as its chief 

landowner aml the other as its repre::;eutati ,·e in Parli:unent. The work 

contained, all!ong other dioceses, that of Cait!tnes.s, in wltich were included 

the pari~hes of Sutherlalld. The chapter on the parish of Golspie, al!long 

others, " ·as intrusted to the late :\Ir. James n. Drichan. 1 H e was per

mitted to inspect the Sutherlanfl charters at J)nnrobin, and made good 

usc of them, in the history of the district. ~[r. Brichnn giYes an account 

of the Earl .s of SuthcrlanJ from \rilli:un , the first Earl,~ who, he says, 

was so createLl by King Alexander the Secoml abont tlte year 12 3 i , and 

dismisses the ea1lier E.uls ancl Thanes ~tateu by Sir n CJbert Uortlon as 

"imaginary." The hbtory of the fa111ily is Lrougltt down to John, the 

thirteenth Earl. l'or all the generations of the family from the first Earl 

in the thirteenth ceutury to the thirteenth Earl in the seventeenth cen

t ury, :\Ir. Brichan refers to the f::unily cltarters and other legal evidence ; 

and, upon th e whole, his account of the family is correct. At one portion 

of it, however, his account of the succession of Earls is somewhat obscure. 

In dealing Yrith the two marriages of \\.illiam, the tlfth Earl,3 first with the 

Princess ~Iargaret Eruct>, and secondly with J ohauna :\Ienteith, Countess of 

Strathern, :Jir. Drichan made an earnest effort to get at the real facts. Hut 

owing probably to his not having seen t\1e whole of the evidence uow 

disclosed in the present work, his notes on the theories which have been 

started in reference to Earl ·william, his two marriages, and the issue and 

descent of each, have left that portion of his work without that clearness 

which he has thrown around the other portions of his labours. 

l\Ir. Bricban also takes notice of the Castle of Dunrobin, sometimes 

I Origines Parochi:l.les, vol. ii. pp. 648-683. 2 Ibid. pp. 654·655. 
3 I bid. p. 660, footnote 2. 
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THE CA STLE OF D U ... YEOBJX. n:xi 

S}Jellcll " l >uurabyn " and " Druwraby11," 1 antl dismiss.::,;; the statelllcnt of 

::;ir Houert GorLlQn that tlJC castle was uuilt J..,y aud named after an Earl 

J~ ouert who n t:,·e:· cxiJted. As explained in the :Memoir of Houert, sixth 

Earl of SutherlauJ, he gr:mteu a charter at t he Castle of Duurobyn,2 in 

the year HOl, which is the earliest notice of the cast le iu authentic record. 

His so11 and. succe~sor, J uLn, seYent lt E arl, granted a prese ntation 011 l Otl1 

:;\Iay 144 8 at DuuroLiu.3 .John, eigbth Earl, granted a precept on :! Dth 

~larch 1-Hi 2 at his ca~t l c of "Dwurouby u." 4 lu the sixteenth Ct.mtury 

there arc n ot ices of successive constal,les of the Castle, anJ the cLaplaiu 

of St. Andrew of Golsvie was uounJ, accurJiug to the foun dation of the 

chaj'laimy, to offici.-ttc, wh en possiLle, iu the pl ace or fortalice of DumoLiu.5 

In t he midst of the court within the castle there is one of the deepest 

draw-well s in Scotlanu, all lined v;ith ashlar-work, which was built aud 

finished Lt.Jore the house was begun. The well \\·as known as that of 

St. Joh~1. I n the y ear 1512 sasine of the earlllom and ca:stlc was taken 

at the well. At other times sasine was t ak en at the castle, at its gates, 

O!' near the well.e 

VI. THE CARTUL.AnY OF .MOTIAY. 

The first D uke of Sutherland through ).Ir. J arues Lot.:h gaYe a commission 

to Mr. Cosmo I nnes t o euit antl 1·ri11t the Cartultcry of M oray. Tbi~ \vas 

in the year 1833, and the book \V as not eomvleted when· the Duke Lli eJ in 

December of that year. The work was cuntiuu eJ by ~Ir. Innes for the 

second Duke of SutherlaHcl, and was com}JlcteJ iu tb e yea r l S3 i , when it 

I Origines I' a roc hi:des, Yol. ii. p. GS I. 
2 For~e and Sutherlancl Charters, quot .,.! 

by .:O.Ir. Rrichan, i/,irl. p. 68 I. 
3 \"oL iii. of this work , p. 27. 

• I bid. p. 3i. 
> Origines Parochi ale~, vol. ii. pp. G50, IJS:!. 
e I bid. pp. oiJI, GS l. 
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appeared under the title of "J:c:.; istrum E piscopatus :\Ioravieus is." It was 

presented to the Ji:umatyue Clnld•y the tlrst and seco nd llukes uf Suther

lanu, aml forms a very Y<\luable volume, particularly for the l1 istory of thP. 

district of l\[orn.y. l-Ir. I nnes entered upnn his task of editor with zeal anll 

auility. His f<1mily was long connecte1l with the :\foray distri ct, and th e 

work was very congenial to bim. Hi::; preface to the Cartnlary is \'Cry 

interesting, but in the tabular reuigree printeu by :.rr. Jun es of the descen

<hnts of Freskin, only four gcnPra t ions are given.1 Five generations of the 

family uf Sutherl anu are stateJ 1Jy :\f r. Inues, inclulliug the first to tht: 

fifth E arls, out be has lll:hle o n·~ generation too many Ly inserting a 

\\'illiam de ).for:wia, l.onl uf Suthcrbml, 1efore the first Earl, tltus 

making tlie latter tl1e grambou insteau of the sou of H ugl1 Freskiu. 

Mr. I nnes end~ his accouut with Willi:-!m, fifth E:nl of Sutherland, 

who married ::\fargaret, daughter of Robert the }'irst, auuing, "the 

family name in his t ime was f'ti ll De ).lora via or De ?If unit. 1 fis 

son and successor was callecl during his father's life \ Yilliam De :.Inrrif. 

It is only necessary further to mention that this earl " (meaning the fifth 

earl)" married seCO !Jdly J o.m, Countess of Stra thern." 2 For that statement 

be refers to a very important document, which aflonls ample eviuence of the 

second marriage. That doculllent is in the charter-chest of the Duke of 

.t\thole, and is printed in the present work.3 I n regard to his assertion 

above llUOteu that the family name was still lJe ::\Ioravia iu the time of the 

fi fth Earl, and that his sou and successor \\' illiau1 was so called cluring his 

father's lifetime, the contrary is shown in th e present work.4 

Other points of interest to the Sutherland fami ly may be uoteu from 

l\Ir. Innes's lette rs. I n one dated 13th ) farch 1835 he writes to :J fr. Loch, 

1 Registrum Episcopatus ~Ior:n·icnsi3, p. xuix. 
~ I bid. pp. xxxii.-xxxiv. 

3 \·ol. iii . p. I'>. 
• Vol. i. p. :!Set s•q. 
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·• ,\ rc you aware of hr>.lf-a-doz.:u trc'J£SUIIIJ1!.> (uuder tl1 e atlc;;tal ion of Sir 

.l .. !ta Skene) vf the _old Sutltellatlll c:trhlolll chartcn (n..;. l~oL. I. anu l>a\·. IL), 

ail( l of tlmt curious charter of the marriage of the Jauglttcr of ~Ialis, E :nl of 

Strathern i!, etc., 1334 (1 3-1-1 ], \vhi ch you sent we a copy of ftoru l> nmoLiu? 

They arc in our I:egis ter H onse, auJ 5hould be perhaps at DunruLi n, a5 I l•rc

"tllne tltey mu,;t have come fro111 tl1cre." 1 These a rc now in the Sutherhur1 

charter-chest and are printed in another Yuluille of this work,2 but UHsuc

c<:'s:; fnl search has been made for the precept by J oli n, eighth Earl of ~nther

lanrl, dated ~ !:lth ~[arch 14 9:3, the terms of which h<we been ascertained from 

a tr.1ns...: ript of the \Hit, with drawing of tLe seal appended, made by ~Ir. 

Iu nes while the original precept v;as preserYecl iu the Hegister IIouse.3 

YJ I. COnitESPOXDE.XCE r.ETWEE ::\IR. ,JAm:s I .. ocu, ~IR . Cos~ro h~ES, 

r.lR. \\', F. SKE~E, A).l) 0THHS, 0~ THE lii.STOI:Y OF St:THEP.LA~D. 
1833-1835. 

The late ::Hr. James Loch took an intense interest in the antiquities of 

Sutherland, ::\Ioray, Caithness, etc. H e endeavolll ed to ascertain wheth er 

Frt:; kin, the first known ancestor of the Sutherland family, '\\as a 

native of ::\Ioray by descent from the more auci t'nt chiefs of ~Ioray, 

or of Flemish origin. "With this view he entereu into coillmuuicatiou 

with va rious leam ed hi5torians and antiquarians, incluuing ::\Ir. Cosm o 

I nnes, ::\Ir. \Yilliam F orbes Skene, ::\Ir. Long, Professor of Greek in 

Lontlon UniYersity, ~Ir. James Chalmers, nephew of ::\fr. George Chalmers, 

author of " Caledonia," anu others. That cor respondence embraced the 

period from ~lay 1833 to April 1835, and discloses much research and 
1 Original letter at Duurobiu. 2 \ . ol. iii. of this work, pp. I 3. I 0, 2 I , 23. 

3 I bid. pp. 36, 3; . 

ro~L j 
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i ngenuity on either side, as well as couflicting opinion,;.1 .:\ Ir. Skene, in 

particular, was very decided in hi-;; opinion in Llvou r of ;1, nati\·e 2\Ioravian 

descent for Fresl:in, wl:il", on the fJthrr l1ancl, ::\Ir. Chalmers in;;isted that 

Freskiu wa s a Fleming, auJ that the mme wa s certainly Flerni~h. H e says 

he never could find its bt ing :1pplied in auy in.•t::mce but to a Fl eming. 

::\Ir. I nne3, in a letter tbted 31st ::\hrch 1833, sai<l "that he lookefl on the 

nati\'C origin as improLable, but ctrtainly ne\·er !10peJ to demomtrate it to be 

false. Chalmers'::. Llictum of the Frisia.~ £lescent is one instance of the rash 

coufidence of assert ion which sometimes succcedeu with him. If they were 

of native and ::\lorayshire descent, how do we find them having their 

earli est descent in Linlith,:::;o"'?" In another le tter, dated 10th ::\lay 1833, 

he says :-" I cannot say upon 11hat authority t he author of ' Caledonia' 

brough t Friskiu from F landers. Chah rers had a passion for Flemish 

descents, and did not examine the evidence on which he asserted them 

too narrow:i.y. I doubt "hether he had any better proof than the sound 

of his name, which has a Fl'i, ican ai r about it. I think it is quite possiule 

he might h aYe been a foreigner, a Fleming or Frieslander, lmt i t is rather 

too much to state it as a certainty." This ~roping for the true origin of 

F risk iu, the first knowu Sutherland ance~tor, as disclosed by the corre

spondence, was Yery deciJed and Yery contradictory. EYeu at the vresent 

day th e question remains much in the same unsatisfactory state as when , 

half a century ago, so many eminent illves tigators were at work to settle 

the point. 

I n a let ter from ::\ Ir. Loch to ::\Ir. Skene, dated ::\larch l 835, he discusses 

the history of the )lackays,- ::\Iunays, ::\Iathesons, who were Guuns , and who 

prevailed until they were interfered with, in Doruoch anJ Creich, by the 

I~osses. ::\Ir. Loch adds:-" I have collected a vasL body of curious local 
1 Copy Correspondence at Dunrobin. 
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i11 formatiou on these points, intendiug to tl1row them togetlH~ r so1uc Jay in 

the shJpe of a cuu!}t)' hi:,tory." In reference to this collectiou, as tlJC result 

of his long-continued researches iu north-country history, I Iuadc particular 

inquiries of :\I r. ·will iam Loch, of Lon Jon, son of :\I r. J au1c3 Loch, if his 

fath er had left auy detai leJ history or genealogy of the Earls of SutherlauJ. 

After making many searches amongst papers left by bis fath er, auJ his son, 

th e late ~Ir. George Loch, who succeeded him as commissioner in Sutherland , 

1\Ir. W illiam I.och rep01 ted to me that he coulJ find no snch history or 

genealogy of the Suthel'land family. 1 

Dnring the progress of printing and editing the Cartulary of Moray, ~Ir. 

Junes conespondcJ with :\Ir. Loch. H is letters arc sometimes of very great 

length. One of them in particular, in J uuc 1833, when lUr. Iuncs was 

staying on holiday at Aberdou r, in Fife, extends to eleven quarto pages. Tie 

states "that the greater part of this letter was written in a steamboat 

crossing from Fife, without books or necessary quietness. It has run t o 

such an e;...travagant length tlw t I should hesitate t o send it if I saw a 

prospect of soon writing another in its stead." 

In the same mouth, \'i'hilc ).Ir. Inues was stil l on holiday at AberJonr, 

he wrote another long letter to ~Ir. Loch, commenci ng : "I again lleYote 

the quiet of a Sunday morning in the country to writing t o you of the 

subjects in which we take a common iuterest." H e then proceeds to 

explain the particular form in which he intends to arrange the Cr.rtulary 

of ).Ioray, including the tracing the connection of the southern .l\Iorays of 

1 From a lett erhy ~Ir . Innes t o i\!r. Loch, 
dated Eilinbnrgh. !lth F eb ruary 1834, it ap. 
pears that a plan h:1d becu submitted to ~I r. 

Loch for t he printing of th is county hi•tory. 
Mr. Innes did not approve of the plan, and 
thought that i\Ir. Loch "might in many 

ca>es haYe occasion to differ from the opinions 
of the gent leman who had suggested the plan 
of co-operati on, and that wotd<l haYe an awk
ward and pyel;ald effect within the bounds 
of one >olume." [Original letter at Dun. 
robin.) 
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Athole with the earLi er :\ l o r:~y :=; in Elgin, nwl nc!th : " 1\ntly with a view to 

t he early aml cLu-k }JarL of the l1i:>tory, allll partly that [ migl1t collect any 

notices likely to be of sen · ice to your impo1 Utnt work , J am diggiug in the 

northern hi '3to riau:; and sac;a;:. I have Pinkerton here, hut at the ri~k of 

repeat ing him , or, what i-; w ore u::mg~ ro n s, of contradicting his acconnt of the 

X orse colonisation of Scotbntl , I will set tluwn " l1at sce: u1s to me fairly to be 

gath··rctl from tho-;e source<> of the hi'3 to ry of the maiulnut.l of Sc:otlanJ, i.<·. 

as one indites a history on a ~heet of lettc r-pa1:•e r.'' ) l r. lunes then discusse::: 

Sigurd the .First as J arl of the Orkneys and Sh etland, aml his successors.1 

VIII. ACQFISITIOX OF THE REAY COUXTRY I~ THE Wr:sTEI:~ Dis
TRICT OF SC'TllF.T:LA~D, A~D OTHER ESTATES IX TilE COL!XTY. 

D uring the li fetime of the Duchess-Conntes:; of Sntherl:\nd large acq uisi

tions of terri tory \>ere adJed to the anciPnt earldom. After her marriage to 

Lord Gower, who afterwarJs uccame ~larquis of Stafford anJ first Dnke of 

Sutherland, he in 182D !JUrchased from E ric, LorJ n eay, the whole of the 

Reny country, at a cost of £ 300,000. H e also at Jiffereut times acquired the 

following lands: the estate of I:ighouse, from :\I ajor Colin :\bckay; the ba rony 

of .Skclbo, in the parish of Creich ; the lauds of Armadalc ant.l Strathy, in the 

barony of :Farr ; t he barony of Turboll ; the lands of Fppat, near Dumobin; 

the e~tate of Carrol , in tll(; pari.sh of Clyne ; lhat of ArJross , with fishings on 

1 Original Letter at Dunrobin. .Another 
letter to ~I r. Loch, without date, but aJ•]Jar
ently in or about the year H·:~-t. shows ~Ir. 

Innes's f~eling on th e sul,jects of in ,·estiga
t ious in charter-chests and fie!J sports:
"If I go down t o th" ::-< orth this autumn I 
shall ask yon for a ci rcular billet on all aud 
sundry, especially on Lord Caw.!or, afte r he 

himself aud his family are gone, for l<'a\·e to 
shoot-of which I am only les.> iond than of 
o!tl chartas. I must say I never fouu d any 
day'• sport so exciting as a hunt through a 
well-rill~<! and unexplored chartcr-ehest. The 
other amn>cment, h •>We,·er, is more healthy, 
au.! becomes Yery necessary for a man of 
seJentary pursuits." [Letter at Dunrobin.] 
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the Shiu; part of the Kyles of Oykd awl the Dom och Firtl1; the !awls of 

lin.t:l.:tu, frvw ~.l.H.:)~uLl uf C,tolLvll; Y.itlt tlte Sll!:'CI'iuri ty of tLe IJurgh of ·wick 

and certain properLie~ iu D omoch. l\·~~ides these 1mrcha~es by the first Dul;:c, 

his so11, the secou·l Duke, p1ior to 1835 pnrchasc-•1 the lands of Crcicl1, also 

the lauds of Langwell, being part of the Skibo estate, another part of the 

same estate, Saudycroft or Caplain'.s l'ark, Lciug acquire•l Ly an excambion 

with :\Ir. D empster nf .S kibo; likewise the lamls of Teabreck, near Tain, 

and the lands of Eu.1bo, witlt Yarions properties iu tlw burgh~ of Taiu, ·wick, 

and Dornoch. 

These acquisitions of lands lJy the firs~ and second Dukes were of great 

,·alue and extent, aml comoliJatcd by far the greater portion of Sutherland 

in their possession. Originally the Snthel'land interest by on the east coast, 

stretching northwards from the Dornoch Firth, and the acquisition of the 

western pol'tion of the country gave them a continuous stretch fro111 Dornoch 

on the eac:;t to Tongu e aud Cape ·wrath Oil the west. 

The Sutherlaml estates haYe always 1een administered with great liberality 

towan1s the tenants aud other depenclant3, and, as is well known, the 

Duke of Sutherland has vied \~ith his predecessors in taking measures for 

the welfare of the people. Desid~.:s opening up Sutherland, C.1itlmess, and 

other parts of th e Xorth of Scotland, at great expense, by milways, he laid 

out over a quarter of a million of pounds sterling in recla1nation works 

at Lairg and Kilclonan. By these efforts he endeavome~l to Lriug land 

hitherto waste in to fertility, and to provi•le farms for many additional 

families on his estates. .At first appearances were hopeful, and crops of great 

promise were maJe to grow where formerly were only sterile wastes ; but 

these, it was found, could not be sustained with ultimate profi t. By reo peuing 

the long disused coal-mines at Brora, and inaugnrating other works for brick

making, sawmills, and other industries, the Duke provided employment for 
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lll llllber;; of his people, and rliLl rnuch to dcYcl,)p the resources of his couutry 

of ~ntherland. !t ,.;;tance:~ of thi>;_ wer.; \.Jrouglst oni l>y the Comtui>'-iiJ!l which 

was appointC'd Ly tLt• Cr0 11 11 t u in•1nir\.! into the agitntiuu c::nriecl on f• Jr many 

years uy the small tennnts and crofters in tlJe II ighl anllS aud I~buds of 

Scot land. It was JWOYCJ that, under the l!lanageltlent of the nuke and 

his father, the second Duke, the expenditure for tls e t l1irty )'t!:Jrs from 1653 

to 188:! on what was properly eHate works amouuteJ to £1,~95,000. The 

reYenue for the same period was also stateJ to tlJC Cmumissiouers, :mel, 

deducting the reYenuc from the expend i!.ure, there remaineJ a deficiency of 

£ :15-1,000. 

IX. TilE SUTHETILAXD ~IFXDIEXTS, A1\"D THE ALLEGW Bu1~1:-~G oF 

'l'H E)l BY Gr.ORGE, E.\.TI.L OF CAITHXESS. 

The Charter-chest of the Earls of Sutherland and its contents seem to 

have b~.;n su\.Jjected to niore Yicissitudes than usual with family \nits. A 

great gap certainly occurs in the continuity of the feud al progresses of the 

writs of Sutl:Prland from the time of Ki ng \\"illiam the Lion tLrough several 

generations of the ...,cottish sovereigns, for "·hich it is not cnsy to account after 

the lapse of time. But it may ue interesting to mention here some of these 

-vicissitudes of the Sutherland muniments. 

During the minority of .. 'd exander, the eleventh Earl of Sutherland, or about 

the year 1577, Sir n obort GorJon tells 11s that the Earl of Caithness endea

voured to destmy the family writs~ He purchased the right of gum.1ianship 

oYer the young Earl, and for some time resided with his family at Dunrobi n. 

There, it is said, he diu "burue and destroy all the infeftments and eYidents 

perteyning to the house of Sutherland which he coulLl finJ within the cuntrey, 

becaus they serued to aJn.nce the honor anJ profite of tl1at familie." I It 
I Genealogie of the Earls of Sutbe rlaml, 1813, pp. 151, 152. 
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wonld~·appc:ar, lwwe\'er, that th e tcmth Earl of Suthcrlaud, to prevent injury 

to his \\'rits, haLl J_eposilCd bis principal charters in the keepiug of l1is 

frienu, tbe Laira of Caruegie. 

Sir I!obert. Gonion also states ih:\t the writs were restored by Carnegie's 

successor to hiw,:elf when l1e Lecame tut or of Sutherland, for the use of l1is 

nephew and wanl, .J olan, thirteenth Earl of :)utherb.nd. On this point, however, 

Sir Hobert's memory must have failccl him, as we find from a letter to him 

by his b rother the twelft!J Earl tbat the writs were before that tiwe at 

J>nnrobin. Th e Earl writes from Edinburgh: "As concerning suche thingis 

as ye wreiL w11to me to send yow ancui our geuelogie, ye knaw l can do lytill 

in that matter, Leing still heir . .. . Ye knaw it wilue Lard to try the par

ticular dayis and yei ris of suche af1'aircs, nud if I wer at home I knaw ther is 

amaugst the wreittis that wer in E:ynuairdis cnslodie that wald do you 

goode." 1 lt is thus c,·ident that the •n·its \·:ere at DuuroLiu some time 

before Sir I!ol>eri Gordon's tutorship began, as the Earl Jiyed for some months 

after the date of his letter. 

The death of the twelfth Earl led to another change in the cus

tody of the Sutherland mnuiments. \Yh ether Sir I!obert, when entering 

upon his tutorship, was afraiu of a11y harm attendiug the charters owing to 

his enforced long absences from Scotland, or \';hether the change was made 

for the sake uf some special couvenit:nce, docs not apl-Jear. Bnt the Suther

land \\'ri ts were removeJ to Kilclrumlllie Castle iu ~Im, then in the possession 

of Lord Elphinstone, the brother-in- law of the deceased twelfth .Earl. The time 

of their remoYal cannot be pn:ci:;ely statccl, Lut in .April lGlS Sir Donalll 

~Iackay wrote to Sir Tiobert Gordon tl1at Lord Elpbiustoue would not meet 

him in l-Iar, bnt had ordered any writs to be delivered to Sir I!oLert that he 

pleased, a statement which indicates that the writs were then at K ildrulllm.ie. 

I Holyroodhouse, 23<1 February 1615. Vol. ii. of this work, p. 1!5. 
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So.early :B the year 1 l;l(i frequent. rderenc l'o; are made to Lnnl El phiustone 

and his interest ju Sutl1erlaml aft:tirs, l'i;]'e<.:ia llr iu cases uf li ti~utiou, \Yh ich 

suggest that he l1tay then li :n-P- beeu t!t c: custodi,·r of imporl:mt SutherbnJ 

writs.1 The wri ts remai11ed at Kildrnmmic for sume time, such l':l}"~r;; ns 

were ne.:ded uy Sir I:c•l •e rt ucing tal..:en out upou receipt.2 Sir Al·~xaude r 

Gordon of XaYicl <l le wrote to hi;; brother Sir l:c)Ucl t in June I G2S exprc·ssino; 

anxi ety about the Charter-chest, wl1iclt \\'as sti ll nt Kihlrummie. One of the 

young Earl's curators, cfnlll es Elphinstune of Hams, lind died; nncl th ough the 

.ilhster of Elphiustone hn(l prnmised to J,c nnswer,1blc for the care of the 

writs, Sir AlexnllCler urges his bwther to advise "quha t best cowr.c; to take 

thairwith, seing it is nu e 111ater off so gryt imporUws." 3 

About that time Ln rLl El],J,in~toue l1atl to surrender the castle of Kil

dnuurnie to .John, Earl of )[ar, when the Sutherland wri ts were apparently 

tra11sfened to LoJ\l Elpliin <> tone's house in Stirli11gshire. But in October IG 40 

they were a6.:in at Dumobin, though in gre,1t confusion-so much so, that 

their owner, the thirteenth Enrl, wrote to ltis law-agent that he could get no 

writs out of h1s "charter kist" till "it be red up, a1.1cl that I have some 

understanding man by me to drnwe up aue inYen tar off the wryts." 4 EYeu 

. then it wonld appear that some of the E~trl 's Yaluables remained at Elphin
stone, as .Airth was then calle(l. 

Some injury to the Charter-chest, howeYer, occurred a huudred years 

later, when the H ighlaHrl ers uuller the Earl of Cromartie occupieJ Dunrobiu 

Castle for some time in :\larch aLiJ .April 17 4 G. They broke opeu all lock

fast plnces, aJl(l among other tLing~ cnnied away a 1.1umLer of chnrters ami 
1 Yo!. ii. of this work, p. 137. l st Apri l 

1618. Cf. pp. l ~G , 1::!1, 13{. 135. 
2 Cf. a list of some ".Suthe rlan•l charters 

taken from the chest at K1ldrummie Cast le, 
1620, signed by Si r Hobert Gordon ami his 

brother ~ir Alex-au,ler Gordon,, in Sutherland 
Charter-ches t. 

3 Yol. ii. ofthiswork, p. 1·!1. 
1 Vol. i. oi this work, p. 232; cf. also p. 

2iS. 
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papers of importance, one of v.-hich, a sasine of tl1e ye:1r 1j 73, fell iJ:to tll'~ 

h&ud:, of ~l1. Jam~s Fr.tser, utiuister of Aluess in l ~oss, many mile5 away fro111 

Jhmrobiu, and was restored to the Earl of Suthcrland.1 l'roLaLly otlte r "\Yrits 

also were scattered abroad, ancl restored in a similar manner. 

Yet, notwithstanding all the changes of custody and vicissitudes above 

related, the contents of the Snthcrlaml Chat tor-chest arc, as regards the 

older writs, practically the same as when Sir P.obcrt Gordon \ras tutor of 

Sutherbncl . He marle more than one list of the priucipal docuUicnts belong

ing to the Earls of Sutherlaud, and the v.-rit:> mentionecl in the::e are alluow 

in the charter-chest and are printeLl in another volume of tltis work, with 

a fe\Y exceptions, wltich appear really to bclnng to other charter-chests. 

These were noted by Sir P.obcrt Gonlou, uot as being in the SuthcrlanJ 

Ch:nter-ehest, but o11ly as being producible to prove the precedency of the 

title of Sutherland O\'Cr that of Caithness.2 Even the n;;recrnent with the 

Earl of Caithne.:;s in 151G, the oriJinal of \Yhich Sir nvhert Gordon decla res 

w~s destroyeJ with other writs iu 1.577, appear5 in the form of a contem

porary copy, which still exists to show the terms of the transaction. 

Further, in regarJ to the Sutherbud writs after Sir Tiobert's time, and which 

might baYe suffereLl, as indicated, in 17 4G, there is evidence that they also 

have been preserved. An " Inventory of \Yrits of the Earldom of Suther

land," printed in 18 13, in which th e last entry is of date 27th :Jiay 1707,3 

contains all the writs as now printed with the above exceptions, titus showing 

that, whateYer may have happened before the time of Sir Tiobert Go-:-Jou, 

siuce his day the Su therland \\'Tits have success fully surviveJ their various 

adventures and changes of custody. 
1 Yo!. i. of this work, pp. 4~2, 423; \"OL ii. 

pp. 26 1, 2G2. 

2 Genealogy, etc , Ed. I S 13, pp. 4:26·432 ; 

VOL. I. 

vol. iii. of this work, pp. I !J:?. J !15; cf. also 
pp. II, 17 , 24, 33, 37, G7, 72. 

! Geneal ogy, etc., EJ. ISI3. _\p pencli.:t II. 
pp. 5GG -572. 

g 
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X. TIIE " TIEG l STTIU~I IIOXOTIIS DE SUTllETILAi\D " l'IWPC•SED BY 

l\I t:. Cos::.ro b~r:s 1s 18 t8. 

At the request. of the second l >ukc of Sutherland, the late ::\Ir. Cosmo 

I nnes made an inspection and general arrangcme11t of the Sutherlantl muni

ments at Dunr obin. Xo catalogue or inventory of them w·as then made, and 

the arrangement a ud docqueti ng of LuuJles " ·as not ,·ery complete. ::\I r. 

I nnes had in !lis luillll at the time a sche111e for a "Hcgistru m H onoris de 

Sutherland," and soon after h is retum from D nnroLill he suumitted it t o the 

Duke. The proposal so submitted was YE:ry comprebe:nsive, mill the work 

would Lave been one of great value for the fa111ily. The iJea was suggested 

by tlJC "Tiegist rum H onoris de n iclunond," puul i~hed by TI. Gosling, 

London, in 1 i :::!::? , which contains the genealogies of the Earls of l~ichmond 

after the conquest of E nglaml, and many munimeuts relating to them. The 

scheme of ::\Ir. l nnes, with Lis explanatory letter to the D uke, was t ransmitted 

uy the latter to ::\Ir. J ames Loch, his commi5sioncr, for his considcmtion. 

l\fr. Loch reported that " i t would form a 'rork of in tense interest, and would 

snpply a very important gap in the history of the Xorth of Scotland." H e 

added t l1 at "some book of t he sort would be an addition to the antiquarian 

history of Scot land which is ueYer likely to occur if ll Ot now done .. . . You 

see how the original sin creeps out. You must not Le i11fluenced by what I 

am now going t o say, that it woulJ Le a comfort to the re.st of my life t o 

think that such a work was l ikely to be produced." 1 

About t he same time ::.Ir. I nnes edited for tl1e Bannatyue Club the "Regi.s

t rum H onoris de ::\l orton," which includes the ancient charters aud correspon

dence of the Douglas Earls of ::.Iorton. That work was projected by ::\Ir. Thomas 

Thomson, sometime Deputy Clerk Hegi :s ter of Scotland, who intended to 

1 Ori;;ioal proposal by ~I r . Innes, aud relative letters by h im :1nd ~Ir. Loch, at Dunrobin. 
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include iu it a dissertation 011 the gr~:at hon.oc of Dvuglas. nut this was Dt-\er 

rowpletetl by hiw. _In his prdace to the ~lorton Book :;\Ir. Innes referred 

to several prominent members of tl1~.: :.\Iorton-DongL:ts fallli ly, but does not 

inclt11le in the work any detailed history of that historical branch of il1e 

illust rious house of D ouglas. 

The proposalmaJe by ::\h. Innes was, as v;e ha,·c seen, carefully considen:d 

by the second Duke of SutherlauJ, and heartily recommended by his com

missioner ~Ir. Lor.h, whose eagerness f ur the preparation of such a work is 

very avparcnL in his correspondence. Tl1c projected work, howe\·er, was 

not authorised at the time of its proposal, although it was not abandoned, 

but merely delayed. After the sccOHll Duke l1ad passed away, and also 

his commissioner, ).f r. J ames Loch, they " ·ere succeedeJ in their re:;pective 

positions by thei r eldest sous. The ).larquis of Stafford became third 

Duke of Sutherland, and ).lr. George I.och succceL!ell to his father's 

position as commissioner on the Sutherland estates. T!te third Duke, with 

the appro\·al of ~Ir. George Loch, was pleased to intrust to me two separate 

family histories-one on the Earls of SntherlauJ, and the other on the 

Earls of Cromartie, who were represented by the late Anne, Duchess 

of Sutherland, created Countess of Cromartie, Viscountess of Tarbat, etc., 

in her own right. The Cromartie Book was completed by me in the 

year 18 i 6, in two large quarto volume:;, vrofusely illustrated with family 

portrai ts, fac:;imiles of aueieut cLartt!rs aud correspondence~ and views of 

castles, mansious, etc. Anu now, after an interval of sixteen years, a delay 

for which I am not altogether responsible, the Sutherland Family ll istory has 

been completed iu three quarto volumes. 

The FI!:ST YOL"C")lE includes the HISTORY of the SUTIIEJ:LAXD FA~!ILY, from 

Freskin, thei r first known ancestor in the twelfth century, down to his li11 eal 

descendant and representatin', Lady Elizabeth, l>uchcss-Countess of Suther-
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lanu. It also conbins dct::-,iled ccucalogies or th0 Suthcrbntl fau1ily down 

to the preseu t Jay. 

The SEC\JXD \"OLC~.!E cout~tins a selection from tl1e CORRES!'OXDEXCE of 

the SntlH:rlauu family. The first letter is one Ly King Edwaru tl1e First of 

Engb.nd to \Yillimn, secoml Earl of Sutherland, tlinllkiug him fur his goou 

fitith and goo,] 'rill, dated from St. Andrews, 4th April 130-!. There are 

IUany other royal letters in the col1ection, including among t!te ·writers ).fary 

of Guise, ::\hry, Queen of Scots, Queen Elizabeth, Kings James the Sixtl1, 

Charles the 'First, Charles the Second, ·william the Third, George the First, 

aml ""ill iam, Duke of Cumberland. Besides th e::c there are tllC separate 

sections of the State anLl Ofilcial Letters and the Family and Domestic Letters. 

One of the most remarkal!le lette rs in tl1e latter class is the letter of ach·ice 

by Sir HoLert G01·Jon, the historia n, to his nephew, the thirteenth Earl of 

Satherlaml, which, for worldly wisdom, emulates the I'roverbs of Solumon. 

Tl1e rrintecl CORP.ESPOXD[:>CE comprises t.hree huudreJ anu forty-seven letters 

in all, among which are se\·eml by Sir \\·al ter Scott and two by the first 

Duke of\Yellington. 

The THir:D TOLU~IE of this work is a selection from the SGTHERLAXD 

CHARTERS, which extends in all to one hundred and forty-three writs, and 

embraces several l·y King William the Lion and King DaviJ the Second. 

Facsimiles of some of these arc given as illustrations in the volume. An 

abstract in English of each charter is given at the beginning of the volume, 

anJ at the end of it there i;; an IXDEX, comprehending the names of all 

persons and places mentioned in the three volumes. 

I n the course of the present Introduction allusion has been m:1de to 

the vast expenditure of the three Dukes of Sutherland in the imlJrove

ment of the Sutherbnd estates by milways, reclamations, harbours, 

anJ Yarious other ways. ·when urgiug the necessity for the establish-
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w_ent of a IIighlnnd book-cluu at I nverness, a l:ltc member of parliamen t, 

r. ~Hl ~ utLo r of s ~"' vrral nln1uk L·)Oks connected with ihat district, referred to 

the literary cont~ibutions 1y tl te ·sutherlaurl family as haYing been "princely." 

H e added : "But there are yet at Dnnrouiu, as well as at Tarbat," and other 

places specially referred to, "treasures of papers." The charter treasures at 

Tarbat were OlJencd up to the public in the t wo volumes of " Tbe Earls of 

Cromartie," as previously explained; and the . charter treasures at Dunrc•bin 

being n ow also made availabk to the public th rough the 1•resent three 

volumes, it is h oped that t h·~Y m:q be as indulgently received as the former 

literary contributions of the Su~herland family, to which reference has been 

made. 

I11 the preparation of the 1•resent work much valuable assistance has been 

affo rded in every departmen t of it by many friends, to wltom my best thanks 

are due. In the " E arls of Cromartie," in l SiG, I acknov;ledged tlte sen-ice 

which I r eceived iu that work from tlte l~ev. Dr. J oass of Gol.spie, who is 

well known for his gre::tt l earning iu connection with the ltistory allll 

antiquities of Sutherl and and the other nor thern counties. Again, in the 

present work, Dr. J oass has gene rously gi\·en the benefit of his learning and 

knowledge by a careful re\·isioll of all the memoirs of the Sutherland family 

\'lhich are contained in the first Yolurnc. lie has also 1J1aterially assisted in 

the selec tion of the cbar tE:Ts and correspoudeuce in the charter-room, which 

form the snuj ect of the seconJ anJ tl1irJ ;-olum~s. 

EDI!'& URG II, :J:! c.~TLE Sn:u:T, 
159::!. 

" "ILLIA.:OI FTIASER. 
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DEATH OF THE TIIIUD DUKE OF SUTIIEHLA:\D. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

THE foregoing I utroduct iou was written l1y me in September 1892. On 

the 16th of that month I was aule to \Hite to the Hev. nr. Joass, for the 

inform ation of his Crace the Duke of Sutherland, who was then at Dunrobin 

Castle, that the family Look was now pmctically completed in so far as I was 

personally concerned. On the day following my communication I went to 

one of the southern coun ties of Scotland to organise a family history similar 

to that of Sutherland. W ithin a few days, while I was actually engaged 

in that ue\Y work, I recei,·ed a letter from Dr. J oass, giving me the sad 

account of •he sudJen death of the Duke on the 2'2ud. The event natural ly 

createJ a great gloom, not only over the whole north of Scotland, with 

·which the Duke was so intimately connected, but aho in the southerly 

portion of the kiugJom. 

During my intercourse with his Grace, as well in reference to the Cromartie 

Family llistory as to that of Sutherland, he always extended to me great 

courtesy anJ consideration, aUll the most generous confiJence in intrusting to 

me his valuable munimen ts. In the year 18 i5, wheu I wac; at Dunrobin 

investigating the charter-room there, and other rooms in the Castle into which 

I thought it poss ible documents might have strayeJ, his Grace often said to 

me," Be sure that you get everything you want;" and he always expressed 

satisfaction with my work 1Joth to myself anJ to others. 

'\YILLLD1 FTI.\SER. 
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HISTORY OF THE 

EARLS AND EARLDO~I OF SUTI-IERLAND 

I.-FRESKI~, TilE FIP.ST K~O \V.:-l" A~CESTO R OF THE SUTIIERLA!\D FA:.IILY. 

c. 1130-c. 1153. 

THE long ennobled aml illust rious family which takes its surname from 

Sutherlauu is more fortunate than many other noble and baronial 

houses of Scotland. Its high Qlltiquity anu splendid lineage are established 

in an unbroken line from the days of King David the l;irst in the twelfth 

century, while tLe dignity of Earl of SutherbnJ is nearly contemporary with 

the first known ancestor of the family. The earldom was created by 

King Alexander the Second of Scotland about the year 1235, and has long 

been recognised and ranked as the most ancient in that kingdom. 

The earliest historian of the Sutherland family was Sir Robert Gordon 

of Gordonston. He was the second surviving son of Alexander, the eleventh 

Earl of Sutherland, and his history of the fa mily, after many years of labour, 

was finished in the year 1630. A contemporary copy of the original 

manuscript is still preserved at Dunrohin, along with a later copy from 

wh ich the printed edition of 1813 was made, and a cont inuation of the 

history down to the year 165 1 by Gilbert Gordon of Sallachy. Sir Tiobert 

Goruon's book is a well-known historical and genealogical work, and has 

Leeu largely quoted by later historian<>. 

In regarll to the earlier generations, and especially as to the origin 
YO~ L A 
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of tlte family of Sulherlau.l, Sir I:ohert Gonlt)ll does not esc:-q.e frum 

the prevailing f::Llllt of the !tisturi;lns of his day. In his desire to assign a 

greater antiquity to the fawily titan that w!tich they hnYe frow the twelfth 

century, !te \"entnres far beyoull the dmuain of authcutic record. He tells 

us that in the year A.D. 63 a "ct:rtan people callcJ ~.[orrayes," ex)Jelbl 

frolll Germany, arriYcd in the F irth of F orth, am! fintling fo.wour iu the 

eyes of Corlm.!tl, king of Seotlallll, were settled in the region between the 

Spey and the X c:>s, t hereafter calleJ :..Iorayland from its iuhaLitants. Thirty 

years later, iu A.D. !)1, anotlter company of G cnnnn .~ arrivetl, who recei\·eJ 

lands to the north of ::\Iorayland, aml gaYe their own name to the locality, 

calling it Cattey. nut as they were of.the same kin as their predecessors in 

:..Ioraylantl, these Cattean G12rmans were also in time styled :..ron·ayes, anll 

"divers thaines and chciftayne::; of that stok anJ surname did successivelie 

governe and rul e titer, one cfter another." 

Sir n obett furtlter relates the stury of an Alan, Thane of Sutherlaml, 

who was killed by ::\Iacbeth, and. a \ \'alter, Earl of Suthel'land, who was 

created by :..I alcohn Canlllore. Dut these are faLuluus, and must be dis

carllell from th e true his tory of the Sutherland family. 1 Their earliest known 

ancestor wi1s Fl~~:SK l:-1, who urHler K ing Davill the First, iu the twelft h 

l LtJrd H::~ iles, in \nitin;; his arl,Jitional 
ca.se ag ... inst the claim of Str I~ ol>ut GorJon 
of G<>r,lon stun to t he ~nthcrlaud l•ecrag<', 
17 GG- 177i , r efers to this in letters to the 
family law ao;eut. He says:-'" Ther~ i-1 a 
paso::~ge in our c::~"e about t he Th::~nes of 
S11therland and Earls of S11therbnd creat.-d 
loy ~blcolm Kanmore. It is an nulncky one, 
a nd is more so, bec::~nse I r~rnember it w::~s 
t ak en from the first draught, ::~ml it neYer 
w as my opinion to use it." And ag::~in h~ 

says-Sir Robert Gonion (t he cbill!:tnt) h:\.0 
" found it more for his account t o ar _;ue 

upon our foolish tl.eory of Th::~ne s of Snther
l.tnd aft"rwanls rua<lc earl~ by :\lalculru 111. 

Fur n•y o"·n p::~rt I am satisfied that there 
was no comi!otus of S11therbnu t ill well on in 
the reign of Alexan<ler II. :::;- othing has gi Yen 
me more trouLie than to change ou r ground 
in that p::~rt icnla r. Great part of the l c::~rn

in;; in ~ir I:ubert Guruon's Case is bestowed 
upon our concession al>out t hanes and earls. 
Our canst! waq munlere•l in the beginning of 
that century." [Original letters to :.r r. Alex
an<ILr :.r •Kenzie, clerk to the Si~n('t. in 0dv· 

her 1 i70, in Sutherlan<l Charter-chest.] 
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century, held the lxtrOilj' of Strabrol:k in \\"e~ t J .othian, "·ith D uffus awl 

otl lCr lamh> in ~Ivrays!,ire. To the::;e pos3essions lJi s son Wi lliam succeeded, 

nud to !Jim Kin g William the Lion confirmed the1u by charter on the same 

terms as his fat her Fn:skin hel•l them nntler King David. 

In the history gin~n in ~isuct's System of HeralLlry, of the family of 

~I urray, Earls, Marquises and llukes of Atll"le, \rho were clescciiLled fro1n 

\ Villiam, sou of Freskin, the \n·itcr slate-; that the cJ,nrter iuclnde:d the 

bmls of Straurock, l> nffus, Tioseile, Jnchikel, ~f::tchcr, am! Kin trai, "quas 

terras pater suus }'rcskiu tenuit t empore regis David avi mci." The 

charter has no date, but must have been granted between 1165 all!! 1111 , 

as Felix, uishop of :Jloray, who died in 1171, is a ''itlless. Tv authenticate 

his descript ion the \vriter states that the charter was umler tl1e great 8eal 

of King ·william the Li on, and adds:-" The original charter I have seen, 

ami copie<l it from the original in tl1e custody of Dame K atherine Stewart, 

Lady Cardross, who was proprietor of the bnds of Strabrock, as is also her 

son, the prese nt Earl of Duchan, who has sti ll the charter in his ch:utcr-cl1est."1 

The learned editor o£ the Cartulary of :Jioray, which was presented 

in the year 183 i to the Dannatyne Clnu by the first. and second Dukes 

of Sutherland, specinlly refers to this charter as afTurding tlirect cvid··n~e 

that ·william was the son of Freskin, awl that Freskin himself 'ras the 

first known ancestor of the Sutherland family. ~Ir. Innes says," \\'illi dmus 

filius Freskin \Yitnessed a charter granted uy :Jialcolm ~\". to Dcrowaldus 

Flal!llrensis of the lands of Innes at Christmas 1160. Between 1162 and 

11 i1 he outaineJ a charter from that king of the lands of Strabrok, 

Duffus, r.osile, Inchikel, ~Iach er and Kintrni, 'qn:-ts terras pater suus 

}'reskiu tenuit tempore regis David avi mei.' ". In a foot note l.Ir. Innes 

adds,-" Thi s ch:uter certainly existed in the mid,llc of b st cent my in 

1 A Syst~m of ll eraldry, by AlcxanJer };isbet, Eu. ! SO l, >ol. ii., Appendix, p. 183. 
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the clw 1 tt.:t· chest of the Earl of I:llL·han, tlt c l 'ruprietr,r of t ltc laucls of 

~trabrok iu Linlithgowsl1ire. Tl10ugh uow ut i~~i 11 ~, it is still iu tl!C iu

Yentory of his lonlship's titk- t.l f)e: ds, allll it wa<s st:eu :1t1Ll COJ ,il'd by Ki~lJet, 

from wl10m the worJs abo\'e arc qnoted [Xisbet, Appenrlix, p. 183l" In 

these quotat ions, l.Ir. Innes concctly states the terms of the chmter, and 

the proper place of its Jeposit-the cltarter-chest of t1w E arl of Dnchan, 

the earl being then owner of the buds of· Strnbrock. l.Ir. In nes has, 

howe\'er, inad·•erte11tly stated tltat tlte chart(•!' \Ya-" granted 1y King .Jialcolm 

the .Jiaideu, in stead of his brother, Kiug \ \"ill iam the Lion.1 

As already indicated, :\lr. Junes supposed the description of that impor

tant ehart~r to be wri tten hy Xi::lJt· t himself. In th e prdace to the second 

edition of Nisbet's wurk, it is explaineLl tl!at many memorials of privr..te 

families are printed in the \York, which neither "l\Ir. Nisbet nor the 

publisher are any ways answera1le for. They must stand upon tl1e faith 

of th~ who gave them in, and the Youchers tl1ey adduce for their support." 

Dut, from a knowledge of l1is style, we ha,·e 110 ltesi tat iou in saying that 

the history of the .Jfurray fa mily and the special n ot ice of the charter in 

question were written by George Cra\Yford, author of the "Peerage," 

. " Ofilcers of State," etc., and may be relied upon as accurate. From its 

importrmce in establishing Freskin as their first knowu ancestor, this charter 

by King \Villiam tl1e Lion nmst 1e said to be the founuation charter of 

t he Sutherland family. 

F !·eskin had three sons, from one of whom, H ugh, is descended the family 

of Sutherland. Of h im a memoir follows. 

1 This is not the fi rst instance in which 
Mr. Innes has bee n unfortunate iu hi3 rde r
ence t o King ~lalcolm the Fourth. In the 
t rao~lation of the famous charter by that 

k ing to the abbey of Kelso, ~I r. Innes makes 
King David nocle t o .Malcolm instc.ld of 
grantli"ther. [X a tiona! ?>ISS. of Scotland, 
l'art i. !'<' o. xx.'tii.] 
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J.\... S Hugh }' rcskiu was the first known owner of the t erritoty of SutherlanL!, 

aud the Llirect and immediate a11cestor of the Sutherland family, il 

wa.s natural to expect that Sir Robert Gordon ~.-ouhl give a full and detailr.•d 

account of him. Sir Uubcrt, inJeeLl, does deYote a full chapter to "Hugh 

Sutherland, Eo.rl of Suthr;rlaud, niekuamed Freskin," unf1er the Pighth 

section of hi .s history, but only a small portion is pertinent to Hugh :Frcskin1 

The writer was iguorant of tl1e existence of F rcsk iu, the fatl!er of H ugh 

.Fn.•s.kiu, and !Jla~.: es the latter immediately after Tiobert, the second carl, a-; 

tl1 c thirJ earl, implying that he was the innncuiate successor of TioLett , the 

sccont.l carl. Du.t this Robert, his title of Earl of SutherlaHL1, auJ tl1c title 

nf t·arl assi;;t\Ctl to II uc;;b }'rcsk in, are all alike apocryphal. 

llu;;h Frc5k iu fir:;t occurs as a "it,ness to a gt·ant by RoLert, Lisltop of 

f; t... .\tlllrews, iu fayour of H erbert, bishop of Glas~uw, of the clmrcb of J.och

urwart, now .Dort lmick, in .:\I.iJiothiau. This charter was made in 1)l·escnce 

of Kin;; Da\·iJ the Fi rs t, his son I'riuce H enry, anu a large number of clergy 

nHJ barons ; Hugh, sou 'Of Freskin, being the last person uamed.2 Iu a 

charter by King William the Lion of the church of Kil1gussie, two of the 

witnesse3 are Hugh :Freskin and ·w illiam hi3 brother.3 In another charter 

l1y King 'William the Lion to the 1bbots and monks of Kinloss, of the Janus 

1 The larger portion of Sir Robert Gordon' a 
chapter on Hugh Freskin is occupied with 
notices of Bertram, or Bertrand Gordon, and 
1-~ogc r Gordon, his father, who were con
cerned in the killing of King RicharJ the 
Fmst of England. ~ir Robert Gordon was >ery 
J>artia.l to all of the name of Gordon, and he 
..,mits no opportunity of introduci ng them 
iato the history of the Sutherland fauJi!y, 

centuries before the real connection with 
th e Cordons was formed by the marria;;e of 
AdJ.m Gordon of Aboyn e to the heiress of 
Sutherland. 

2 Registrum Episcopatus Glasgucns i•, ,·ol. 
i. p. 13. Thi.s charter must have been graut~,J 

bciore ll5:.!, when Prince Henry dieJ . 

3 Registrum )Ioravicn se, p. It, ~ o. 1 !I. 
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of StratLisla, two of the witnesses arc thus designated, " Willelmo fi.lio Freskyn, 

J ru;,;J.:-: C.Ev I'rc:.:;l;yn.''l Th~.:,;~ ::;~.:parate aHJ it lll~pL:IlUC Ut charters thus 

establish that IIngh Frr.skin was a son of Frr.ski n. 

The charter or grant by which Hugh Frcskin acquired tl:c territory of 

SutherlanJ has not bee n presen ·e<l; but there i:; cvi tlence still extant to 

show that he was the owner of that uistrict. lie grante:d to Gilbert, arch

deacon of .:.roray, the lanJs of Skelbo, lnY ~.: r::,hin, :1 11 <1 Fe ru~.:buc k lyn, whi ch 

am described as p:ut of the grant er's lands of Sutherland, tow:u-ds the west.2 

These lands probably incluJ.e•l the whole parish of Creich. That charter was 

conftrmed to the grantee by Kiug \\' illbm the Lion. 

Gilbert the arcbJ.eacon was a memuer of the family of De .:.Ioravia, and 

was probably a relatiYe of Hugh Freskin himself, although no relationship is 

indicated in tL t~ grant. It was made to Gilbert, not as reprc~enting tbe 

church, but as au inJiviJ.ual, to himself aml to his heirs of his :kindred to 

whom h e should give the lanJs. Availing l1imsclf of that destination, 

Gilber t, when he became bi~wp of Caithness, granted the lands of Skelbo 

and others to TiicharJ ~Ioray, his brother.3 

In noticing these grants of Skelbo and other lands, Sir Hober t Gordon 

inspected the origiual charter by Hugh }' reskin, and the confirmation of it 

by King ·william the Liou, which are still extant among the Earl of 

Sutherland's writs. ~ He musL th erefore have seen that Hugh }'rcskin is 

uenr in any one of these designa ted Ktrl of Sutherland, but only o.nJ 

invariauly H ugh Freskin , which plainly proves that he ne,·er held the 

title of Earl of Sutherland attributed to hi m by Sir Tiobert. 

The territory of Sutherland which \\aS possessed by Hugh Freskin diJ 

not comprehend the ·whole, but only a port ion of the modern county. From 

I Shaw's ~Ioray , Appendix, p. 406. 2 Vol. iii. of this work, p. I. 3 !bid. p. o. 
I Genealogy oi t he Earls of SntberlanJ , p. 2 :5. 
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tl10 Norse writers we learn th:tt at an early period the e:nhlom of Caithness, 

whculJch1 1, ::.\vl·;;e;;:an l:;J.rls, iududt!J l>vth lht! lllOLh:rn counties of Caith

ness and Sutherland. The Lli;;trict known as Smlrland, Sutherlawl, or the 

south part of Caithness [Cataiuh], was, speaking LroaLlly, tltat tenitory 

which lay south of the great chain of hills \rhich runs across the county 

from the bill of Onl to F orsinarLl, and thence westward to Suilven in Assynt. 

It embraceu only the modern parishes of Domoch, Creich, Gols1Jie, Bogart, 

Clyne, and Loth, with part of Kihlonan and Lairg, thus excluding the 

districts of Assynt., ELluerachilHs, Durness, allll Stratlwaver or Farr, which 

now form part of the moJeru county. These parishes are the most thickly 

populated, and probaLly in Hugh Freskin's day they r cpreseu ted the more 

cultivated and civiliseJ portion of the neighbourlwoLl. 

"'e fur ther learn from Norwegian somt;es that aLout the year Si::! 

Caithuess aud Sutherland were couCJ_uercd by a comLinatiou of Norse earls, 

who also held sway over Tioss anJ ~foray. A century later, Earl Sigurd, the 

Stout, is said to h ave ruleLl Caithness, Tioss, iiiomy, and both divisions of tbe 

modern Sutherland. He married, as his second wife, a Janghter of l\!alcolm 

the Second of Scotland, by whom he had a son, Thorfinn. In lOU, ou 

Jo:arl Sigurd's deat h, Thorfi nn, then ouly fixe years' old, was made carl 

of Caithness allll Sutherland by his grandfather, Kin~ illalcolrn, who also 

assisteJ him in the government. King l\falco!UJ diet! in 103-1, and his 

successor demanJed from Earl Thorfinu a tribute for .his earluom of 

Caithness. The earl refused, and war broke out. Yet though the district 

t hen known as Sutherland was apparently at the time estranged from the 

earl's allegiance, as the Scottish king was able to raise an army there 

against him, Thorfinn subJued the country anJ overr::m I:oss anu a great 

part of Scotland, even, it is said, to Fife.1 

1 Torf:1cus, Bollk i. caps. 4, 10, l':! an•ll3. 
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Earl Thorfinn he!tl all hi ~ acquisitions together until ld:; llc.lth, the )'t'!H 

ot which eveut is variously stateJ .as lU57 or lOti · ~, l;uL afte r that we ]()am 

that many provinces which he haJ s ubJ~; ed fell ufl' from the authority of his 

successors, and their inhal.itaut;; sougb t the protection of those uath·e chid;;, 

who were territorially born to rule oYer them.1 On e of these districts appears 

to have been that called Sutherland, as more than ouce it was OYerrnn by 

aJ hercn ts of the Norwegian <.:arls, who 'rere· beiug graJually ouliged to 

confine their dominion to Caithness and the Orkneys. So late as ll3G, 

the inhabitants of Sutherland took part in a war between two CC!ITI} •eh1g 

claimants for the cai'IJom of Orkney, and, in re\·euge, the country W:J.s laid 

waste in 113 D. This date \\·a~ some years lat•: r than the confiscation by 

King DaYiu the First of the lands of :iioray, and it may be that hi:; 

attenHou was at the same ti me directed to the disturbed state of the 

district of Sutherland. A total absence of authentic information renders 

it ituvos~ible to determine tLe point, but· it is not improbable that 

K ing Dasid in his desire to ci viliSB l1is kingllom, and to form another 

buh;ark against the X orwegian ear1s, t ook arhantage of the subdueu 

state of Sutherland to plant uew settler.~ therc.2 Hugh Freskin way, 

t_herefore, not haYe been the fint of his family to hold land in Sutherbntl, 

although the first on record. His father, Fre.>kin, may ha,·e helu the 

territory, insecurely perhaps, but fortifi ed tl1crei n by Ids large posses

sions in Morayshirc, which ·were more under control. And this may 

account for tl1e ::\{orayshire lands ·passing apparently to the younger son 

I Collectanea de rebus Albanicis, p. 346. 
2 We learn from th<> Register of Dnnfe rm

l,jp.e that, betwe en 1146 :md 1153, Kin;; Davit! 
had sufficient hold o1·er Sutherland so c:dJc,J as 
to grant land3 near Dornoch toAnJrew,bishop 
of Caithnes~, t o be heltl by no ot he r t{' nu rc 

th;m that of the king's scn·ice, which im
plies t hat the ci~trict W~S theh snbject to the 
.Scottish Crown, and not to the Norwegian 
ea rls. [Registrum rle Dnui~rmelyo, pp. 14, 
15.] 
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o ~ :Freskin, the more extensive property in Snthcrbnu being held lq tile 

dJc;1. Tb t the ::::-o:-\',·es in.n f;!l:_;:ts, or histol'inns, (1o not take notice of 

Freskin and his- fn.mily docs not affect the qne~t io u , os they preserve to llii 

no names of native chiefs or rulers, except two, who seem to have fa.vourcu 

the invaders. A few persons who mauc themselves obnoxious to the 

reigning earls are naJJ.ted, Lut peaceful sett ler:>, however prominent, were 

uot worthy of notice. Besides, the sagas as_ they approach the end of the 

twelfth century recorll events much more briclly, and in many cases show a 

total ignorance of Scottish aff<tirs. 

Lord H ailes suggests that the family of Freskin may have received a 

gran t of South Caithness or Sutherland on the forfeiture of Earl Harald 

Maddadson in the reign of K ing William the Lion. Dut it docs not 

appear that H arald was forfeited. lie had occupied the district of :\Ioray, 

and, about ll 9G, K ing \Yilliam leLl an arwy north to the borders of Caith

ness to drive him ont, when II:uald, fi nd ing himself too weak to resis~, 

submitted, and was permitted to retain half of Caithness, while the other 

half was given by the kll1g to a younger Harald. I n 12 02, it is said, Ear 1 

H amhl, bei ng again threatened with punishment, made a second submission ;1 

but in the account nothing is said of forfeiture, nor is t!Jere mention of 

Sutherland as being under H arald's rule. As al ready stated, that province 

was never strong in its allegiance to the i'\ orse earls, aud was JJy thi s 

time au integral part of the Scott ish kingdom. 

Hugh Freskin probably died about the year l:! 14, and was succeeded 

by his only son, \Yilliam, of whom a memoir follows. 

1 Hoveden, fjUoted by Skene, Celtic Scotland, vol. i. p. 482 .• 

VOL. I. n 
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IJ UGH Fl~ ESK I X was succeeded by his son ·w illiam, of whom the earliest 

.. J.. notice on rcconl is the charter granteLl by him under the designation 

of \ Yilliam, Lord of SuthnlanJ, and son allll heir of the late H ugh Freskin. 

'\Yilliam therehy confirms to Gilbert, archcleacon of ::\ Ioray, the lands of 

BkelLo and others.1 The charter is undated, but it must hm·e Leeu grantell 

Lefore the year I ::!~2, \vhen Gi l!Jert was rnallc bi shop of Caith ness, his 

p romotion being doubtless due to the influence of his kinsma n. 

' nlliam, l -ord of Sutherland, proLaLly attended K ing Alexander the 

Secoml when he marcl1eJ north in t he cml of the yea r 12::! 2 to punish the 

men of Caithness, who had nmrJered thei r bishop. The king nnJ his nobles 

theu honoured with tl1eir vrescnce the elect ion of Gilbert lle :\Ior<wia, the new 

bishop of Caithness.~ It is sometime.;; a~se rtell that it was at that date that 

"William, Lord of Sutherland, was created Earl of Sutherland, but t here is no 

evi<lence of this, a.ud it is more probable the creation \\"as made some years 

later. 

Accoruing to Bower, the continuator of }'ordun, a local rebellion occurred. 

in the district of .i\Ioray, headed by a certain G illescop, \\' ho prubaoly claimeJ 

descent from a native chieftain. H e bur uctl seYera l woollen strongh olJs and 

attacked suthlenly the mansion of Tllomas Thirbtanc, baron of Abertarff, 

whom he killed. Tie also burned a great part of I nYcrness, and carried off 

spoii from the king's lnnd.'l a(ljoining that town. K ing Alexander committed 

the punishment of this marauder to the Earl of Buchan as justiciary, furuish

ing him 'i'l"ith a considerable force for the purpose. This oc cu~red in the year 

12::! 8, and Gillescop, \Yith his two sons, was captured in the following year, 

l VoL iii. of t his work, pp. ~, 3. 1 Fordun a Goodall, vol. ii. pp. 46, 47. 
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ami their heads sent to the king.1 Chalmer.:; and other authorities state in 

l' (•ll!l~'c~i·'n dth t!1is ri'if' g that "the Fr0skius ... probably coutributed 

their assistance" in crushing it. Chalmers adLls-" It was on this occasion 

perhaps that the gratitude, as well as the policy, of Alexander the Secon1l 

t hought fit to raise ·will iam Freskin to the dignity of Earl of Sutherl and, in 

order to l1alance the power or overawe tlie turLnlence of the Earl of Caith

ness." 2 Dut in the narrative of n ewer nothing is saill of any share in the 

matter taken by any one save the l;:ing anLl the Earl of I:uchan. The Lord 

of Sutl1e:rland as a vassal of the king may have been called upon to aid the 

j nsticiary, bnt there i.3 no evidence on the point. 

Another hypothesis as to the date of the creation of the earldom of 

Sutherland is that it was gran ted to ·will iam, the son of Hugh Freskin, 

after the death in 12 31 of John IIarald,;on, the last of the ancieut Earls of 

Orkney aml Caithne::.s. An account of the Earls of Orkney, dated about 

1 !!3, states that Earl John was succeed eli by E:ul )fagu us the second, from 

whom Alexander, K ing of Scots, took the earldom of Sutber1nnd.3 "It 

is," says Lord llailes, "the opiuion generally recei•·ed that Alexander II. 

granted the earlJom of Caithness to ) Iag11us, the second son of GilliLride, 

Earl of Angus, in 1 :l:l::l." 4 Sir James Dal rymple also states that the earldom 

of Caithness was giYen to ::\Iagnus, son of GilliLride, Earl of Angus.5 

J ohn H araldson, Earl of Caithness, died in 1~31, and was succeeded by 

:;\Iagnus, a sou of the Earl of Angus, not ho~rever of Earl GilliLride, Lut of 

Earl )hlcolm, who became Earl of Angus before 12~G . Earl J ohn HaralJ

son had issue one daughter, who was giYen into the custody of King William 

the Lion as a hos tage for her father's good behaviour. lier name is said t o 

L Forcluo a Goodall, vol ii. pp. 57, 5S. 
2 Caledooi:l., vol. i. p. li06. 
3 Liber I usnl.e Missarum, pp. !iii, liv. 
4 Annals, H•l. i. I'· 1·!5. Lord Hailes , hOIV· 

e\·er,' admits that t he date 1222 must Le 
erron~ous, a11<l he ex presses his scuse of tL e 
ouscurity of tl.e wlwlc "nbj~ct. 

~ l!i, torit:al L'vllc c tiL'D~, p. h x iii. 
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have been ?lfati llh, and it is possible t hat she was 1narrictl to ?lralcolro, E arl 

of Angus, ami Ll1at ~ibg nus was )H:r so n. .:\1 aguus, however, may have been 

her lwsbaml, Lut in any c;l~c . whate\·er claiw he batl to the earlJom of 

C[l. ithness arose through her. 1 

Tin t though Kiug A!t.:xanJer the Second thus created or accepted )fagnus 

as Ea1l of Caithness, it cann ot be said th :1t he d'~priveJ hi m of the earldom 

of Sutherland. The t erri to ry kuo1m by that- name h:ul, as alreaJy shown, 

long passed from the allegiance of the X orwcgian earls, anJ l1au been in the 

pos:;cssion of H ugh Freskin and Lis son \','illi aru for sowc time. I t is pro

baLlc that it was at this pe rioLl that King Alexander conferred the titl e of 

carl upon \Yilli:un, Lord of Suthe rbn1l H e may have thought it well t o 

consolidate power in the baud~ of n. family who haLl always been attachetl 

to the Crown, and be no doubt consiJered the occasion favoura1lc for 

dd ining the separate teni torics of Sutherbnd autl Caithness. But, he 

this as it mny, the creation of the earldom of Sutherland may be Leld as 

having been made in t he year 1 ::?35, antl the grantee enjoyed it for the follow

ing thirteen years t i1l his llt:atb in 12±8. X o pateL.t or charLeT of creation 

of the ea rldom has been traceu amongst the family munimcnts, though these 

inclmle a few charters of lands of au earlier uate, and the want of it gave 

rise to a k een competition for the ti tle of Earl of Sutherland in the yen r 

1 i6 G. Lady Elizabeth Sutherland, the heir of line of the family, was 

preferred to the title as hei r of tl:c bally of W illiam wbo was Earl of Suther

bnu . in the year l :!i .J. H e was the second Earl of Sutherland, being the 

son and successor of \Yillimu the first Earl of Sutherlaml, but the same 

1 ~Ir. Skene, Celtic Scotland, \"Ol. iii. p . -!30, 
su <'roests that J ohauua, Lady of Stratl.tnaver, 
wh~ married Frcskiu de " lorav i:-., Lord 0f 
Duffus, about l~-! 0 , was t he dJ.nc,:J,tc r c,f E.lrl 
J ohn Jia;alcbon. lie al.o su:;:;<:.;t.:l that 

::'>Iagnus of Angus was the aon of a sister of a 
former Earl of Caithness. H is ar15umcut.• arc 
J•lau ~i l,!e, but there is no Yery good evidence 
in support of t hem. 
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instrument which was tal\en as proof of the existence of an r.arl of Suther

Llr:u :,t tl!:tt J ale, ::>lso Jcf,-·r ~ to 1-~:d 1\'illiam, his fat lter, who ·was then 

dl'au, aurl thus est a bli~hcs an ea!'l ier creation. 

Even after tLe creation of 1\'illiam as Earl of Sutherland he appears 

sduom in contemporary record. L"11uer his influence, howen:r, his territory 

became more ciYilised and settled, a result partly due to the greater hohl 

over Caithness which was attained Ly the king's policy. Proof of this is 

found in the constitution ur:nm up by the new bishop of Caithness some 

time after his appointment to the diocese. The catheJral church was 

situated at Dornoch, within the earl's territory of Sutherland, Lut the 

Lishop t ells us that owin::; to the po\'erty of the pbc:c, and bee a use of 

frequent hostile commotion, only a single priest hac! hitherto ministered 

there. To remeLly this the Lishop resolved to build a cathedral church 

at lt is own ex pense, cledicat.ug it to the Yirgin ~Iary, and in proportion 

to his means to make it con \·cntnal. H e therefore ordained tbat there 

should Le ten canons in the church, over whom the l>ishop shan],] preside as 

head, five <>f the others holuing the dignities of dean, precentor, chancellor, 

treasurer, and archueacon. For the maintenance of these and tlte other 

canons, and for the lighting of the cathedral, the bishop assigned fourteen 

parish churches with thei r teiuds, and reserveu six for episcopal uses.l 

These churches included the whole of the present parishes in the modern 

counties of Sutherland and Caithness, and it is evident the LisholJ felt he 

could uow rely on securing the payment of teinus and other' church dues over 

a district so lately in a disturl>ed condition. Sir Tiobe rt GorJon states that 

Earl William was a great help to Disltop Gilber t in the lmilding of the 

catheJral, and in the erect ion of the canonries, lJy appointing them lands anu 

ti thes, to the earl's "great cost and charges."~ 

I \ " oJ. iii. of th is WQfk. pp. 3-6. 2 C: enealo;;y, p. ;n 
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The uishop alii! the earl did not, lwwe\'Cr, always agree, as before the 

Li;;lwl/" dt.::.tL, in l:.Jlj, a contron:tsy took place Ldwcen them us to certain 

lands. An agreement waa made at tlJC time, but the clispute was not settled 

in their tlay. It was left as a legacy to tl1eir successors. 

Sir Tiobert Gordon relates an e11cmmter between the meu of Sutherland 

under this earl's comm:wd aml an i11YaJing force of Xorwegian nwranLlt>rs. 

The earl, it is saiJ, first Jespatehed Lis rdainer, HicharJ .Moray, bruther of 

Bishop Gilbert, to keep tlte inYULlers in check until he himself could raise 

a sufficient force to give them battle. TI.icbanl :\Turay finding tl1e enemy 

cardess, attacked them, ami was k!ll ed in the conflict, but the earl comiug 

up with reiuforcemcnts, defeated the Xorwegians, killing their 1eat1er, ·anLl 

driYiug them to their ships. Sir l~obert :ulJs that the earl erecteL! to the 

memory of his vassal the tomb with recumbent figure still in Domoch 

Cathedral. EwLo is said to have Leen tl1e scene of the conflict, which 

was cow111eruorateJ by a cross, now no louger in existencc.1 

Sir R obert Gordon states that ·willirtm, first Earl of Sutherland, JieJ at 

Dunrobiu in l :l4 8, and was buried in the south aisle of the cathedral chmch 

of D ornoeh, which from thenceforth v.-as the usual burial-place of the earls 

of SutherlauJ.2 lie left issue, so far as is known, only one son, ·william, 

second Earl of Sutherland, who sncceedell him, aud of whom a tnemo;r 

follows. 

1 Genc:Uogy, pp. 32, 33; Origines Parochial~s , '' ul. ii. p. G47. 1 Genealogy, p. 33. 
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ON the ueath of \Villiam, first Earl of Suthedand, in 12 48, he was succeeded 

by his only son, 1\'illiam, as t!JC second Earl of Snthcrbnrl, wl10, 

according to the tradition in the family, was young at the time of l1is father's 

dt'alll, and as he survived till the year 130i, l1c was thns in possession of the 

earldom of Sutherland for about sixty years. Sir HoLert Gordon deYotes to 

this E n.rl of Sutherland a large space of hi,; work. The reason of tl1is arises 

partly from the author's having eonfoundeJ the earl with his son, the third 

earl, unt chiefly from large digressions about lhe Gordon family.1 

The fi rst recorded nutices of the secollll Earl of Sutherland appear in the 

E xchequer Holls fur 1%3 aml 1 ~GG, when the sheriff of I nverness, whose 

j uri st1iction then incl uded Sutherland anJ Cai thness, accounted in each year 

for .£ ::!0 as par t of the fine tluc to the king from the Earl of Sutherland. Similar 

fines were also paid at the same time by the bishop of lloss and Earl of Caith

ness. \Yhy these sums were exacted does not appear. They may have haJ 

some reference to the ~orwegian invasion of 1 ::!G3, but it is to be noted that at a 

later date £15 \Yas exigiLle from the earldom of Sutherland every seYen yea1s.2 

Earl "William, in the beginning of the year 1 ~69, was at :;{aim, and 

I Thus a n enti re folio pa;c is rle,·otetl to 
the account of a single combat in 1::!67, be
tweeu Sir Adam Gord,,n ancl Prince Edward 
of England, better k nown a.s Edward the 
First, or "the H ammer of Scotland." :Not
withs~anding the strength, ruanhood ancl 
valour ilisplayed by his ancestor on that 
occasion, Sir Robert shows that the great pcr
SOllal comhn.t only resulted in :1. draw11 battle. 
Simibrly he e:xtuls t he bra..-ery of Sir William 
Gordon, who was slain in the lloly Laud, 
and of :5ir Ad:uu Gordon, son of Sir William, 

for :Jssisting Sir \ \.illiam \Yallace "in h i3 
must dangerous exvloits." Sir .A tlam, it is 
said, di t'<l in 13 12, .l.nd h i3 widow buil t the 
chave! of II untly in the ~I ersc, in the same 
jJbce "wher t he boar was slain by the Gor
don in King ~hlcr,Jm Kean ~loir his d:-.yes." 
This refers to a fa!Jie as to the origin of the 
great family of Gordon, who carry, a.s part 
of their armorial e11signs, three Loa rs' beaus 
cou]'cd, in commemoratio n of the alleged 
ex!Jioit. [Gcne:Uo~y, pp. 34, 35, 37, 3S.) 

~ Exch~quer I:.o!ls, vol. i. pp. 13, 19, 5;0. 
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witnessed a charter by \ \'illi :uu, Earl of r.oss, who coufirmctl to the church 

of .1\Ioray a grant of lamls toaJe by his brother-in-law the late Freskin 

of !\foray, Lonl of Duf1'u<>. 1 Oue of the other witn cssc:s to tlJC same 

writ was ArchiualJ ITeroclt, archdeacon of :'IIoray. .A few years later tl1e 

arclHleacon was clectcJ bi~hop of C<tithness, and one of his fi rst acts iu his 

new sphere ·was t () enter into au agreewcnt with the E:ul of Sutherl and to 

put an end to a controversy about certain lands, which had continued from 

the days of Disl10p Gi lbert. The bncls in qne~tion were the castle an\l lands 

of Skibo, Sytheraw now Cyclerhall, :'lli;,;Jell , SorJdl, Crcich, with the fi sh

ings of Bonar, E n :>lix, l'roucy, Thorboll, Lairg and others. The uishop's 

predecessors haJ claimed rigltt to tl.ese lanJs auJ the castle of Skibo, in the 

name of the church of Cai tllll e~s . a claim which ha(l bcenllisputc(l both by tl1e 

present rarl anJ his fa ther, to the great expense of both parties. :'llatters had 

become so serious that for the sake of the church a number of prelates auJ 

norJlemen now interposed, anJ after sc•me discuss ion, tltc controYersy ·w<B 

settled by the earl agreeing to gi,·e to the church the castle of Skibo, the 

lands of Sliibo, Cydcrhall unJ otltcrs, whi le En:lix and all the other b.n(ls 

were resigned by the bishop to the earl allll his heirs. . The bishop also, to 

secure the benefits confcrrcll, gr.wtell to the earl the lands of Owencs, valued 

at half a merk, aml the pri ,·ilege of presenting a chaplain to celebrate per

petually at the altar of St. James, in the church of Dornoch, for the souls of 

the earl, his preJecessors ami succe~ sors, assig!ling to .the cha]1laiu five 

merks a year for h is maintenance. The agreement wa~ made and sealed 

in the cathedral church at Dornoch, ??J September 1?75, by the uishop, 

dean, archdeacon, precentor, and chancellor of Caithness ou tl1e one side, aud 

Earl William, Sir W illiam of .Jiontealto, Si r Andrew .Jioray, Sir Al cxanucr 

:Moray, and Sir Davill of Invcrlunan on the other s i ~lc.2 

L TI.egistrum Mor::wie n~e, PI'· 278, 279. 2 Vol iii. of this work , pp. 7 · 9. 
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Probably aLout the same date the earl wit nessed a cl1arter Ly Sir Davit! 

of Inn.:rluuau tu t;iC ll~OuL; vf the J!liory of n eanly.1 About 128+, llc was 

also a y;itness t o a charter Ly J ~hn nioray, SOil of :\Ialcolm :\Ior:ly, to his 

Lrotber, ·william 1Ioray, of the lands of " Culnacloich '' and "Tiuthtreleu" in 

Strathbogic.2 The granter helJ these l:mJs of tllC Earl of SuthorlauJ, anll 

we thus learn that Lhe latter possessed l:mJs in A l.JerJeeushirc, though there 

is no eYidence rLS to how or wl te n they were acquirCll. 

I n tllC same year we find the carl run.king his first appcara11ce i11 affairs 

affecting the whole kingLlom. .King Alexn.mler the ThirJ, owing to the 

deaths, ~>ithin a short space of one another, of his eldest so11 a11d l1 is 

daughter, was left without an heir, except his inLmt granddaughter, popu

brly known as "The ~[ai Ll of X orway." H e therefore summoned a meeting of 

l\uliament at Scone to consillcr tLe state of the succession. At this a5sembly 

the Earl of SntherlanJ was present, anJ along with tho other barons of tlw 

rca.lw, Lound himself to accept the infant ::\brgaret, daug!Jtc r of Princess 

?~Iargaret of Scotland and the Kin~ of 1\orway, as 'luccn of ScotlanJ, failing 

any issue of .K.iug .A.lexnude r or of his lately Llcceasell soH.3 As is well 

known, any hopes of such issue were disappointed, and Scotland \Yas 

threatened with all the evils of a long minority Ly the death of its monarch 

and the youth of its futuTe queen. 

·what part the E arl of Sutherland took immediately after the sudJen 

death of King AlexanLler, or whether l 1e silled at fi rst with either of the 

factioiJS which then began to contend for the succession, is nowhere on record. 

But we find him joining ~>ith the other nobles anll magnates of the kingJom 

in the letter which they adJressed to King EJwarJ the .First from Birgha1u 

VOL. I. 

1 History of Be:\uly Priory, by E. C. Batten, pp. 60, 61. 
2 Registruru ~lorariense , p. 46:?. 
3 Acts of the Parliamen ts of ScotlanJ, vol. i. p. 424. 

c 
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on 1 ith ::\larch 1 ~90, conscuting to the proposed marriage Letween tl1e young 

l 'rim'e of \\"ales r.ud tho infaut Queeu of ::icullaml. Th e J<:st.:ttes had alreaJy 

agreed to t he treaty armugell at s~Lli :; l.Jury in the l•n..:vious Xuveml.H~ I', stipulat

ing that t l1e young queen was toLe l•ronght frotu Kurway, either to Scotlaml 

or Eu~lamJ.l A latPr meeting of the E&l::ttes was held at Dirgh::tm on 

18th July 1:?90, \vhen the mani~tge was finally arranged, allll a tren.ty m:1.de 

wi th E dwanl in terms \\·l1ieh seclll'eJ the imlepeudence of Scotland. The 

E arl of Satherl:Lncl was probably }Jrc~ent at this parliameut., Lut th ere is 110 

detailed reco rd of its proceedings.2 

The hopes entertained regardiug the proposed Illnrriage were fru strated 

by the death of thD ").IaiJ of ~ o r way" while on her way tn Scot lam!. 

])isswsions t lwu arose amon6 rival claimants to the throne, Lut in con

nection y.·ith these am! the proceedings \\·hich followeu, the name of the 

Earl of Sutherland does not occur. H e would appear to Jm,·e bet.:tkcn 

himself to l1i s own country of Sut herlanu, as in t!Jo sumLler of 120 1, when 

E uwanl the :Fu·st visiteLl various towus of Seutland, exacting homage from 

tl1e places vrherc h e stayed, and apJIOiutiuJ otlicer.-; to receive the oaths of 

those who li ,·ed in remote districts, tl1e castdlan of Im:emess was directed 

to take the oath of the Eall of Suthcrlat1Ll. Tile earl was to give his oath of 

fealty to the constaule, Si r \\"ill iam Dra.ytoft, and then they were jointly to 

receive the hoUJage of the shcrift: Lai lies, ancl otl1ers of the connty.3 It is 

not stated whether this was doLe, uut proual.Jly it was, at~d, as will appear, 

t he earl did homage personally at a later date to the Engli::; h king. The 

report upon the c1aims of the riYal competitors for the crown of Scotlanu 

was to be given in on 2d June 1292. The fin al decision \vas fixed for the 

15th of Octuber, and, afte r some delays, decree was given for J oLn Balic•l 

I At Birgham, 14th ~[arch I ~!10. 
2 Cf. Fredcra, vol. i. pp. i 35, i 36. 

Ste>ell~on's H istorical DocumeDts, YO!. i. p. I ~9. 
J fcedera, \·ol. i. p. ;; -!. 
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------------------
011 17th X ovember l ~D:l. Ddween these dates there appears in the E11gli:;h 

recorus an attestation by the Earl of Sutherland that he had sworn to 

assist I~obert Bruce, lord of Anm.n•lalc, ' vi th all advice and aid in pro

secuting his claim to t he tl1rone.1 The earl ha(l evidently, whateYer hi :l 

previous opini ons, bee n won over to the party of Brnce. 

D uring the nex t few years the E ,u l of Sntherl:J.nd's name is not men

tioned i n any reconl. H is atta~'hnwnt to the party of Bruce may have 

indisposed him to pay cour t to Baliol. H e does not appear to have j oined 

the army of the noitl1eru earls who in 120G revolteu against Edward 's 

tyranuy, and indeed he would seem to h ~n-e remained constant t o the English 

party, a'3 at this date did Druce hi m;:;elf aml many of his adherents. The 

earl, however, gave his oath of fealty to King E 1.lward at Berwick on 28th 

August of that year, hi~ name being conjoined with those of the E arls of 

S tratl!Crn, Buchan, :Jiar, ::\Ienteith an1l Lennox, and other magnates, including 

nriau Fi tz ..Alan, who bad Leen one of the regents of Sco tland.2 In :Jiay of 

th e following year the king issued to the carl as well as to Druce and a 

number of Scottish noLles a letter requiriug him to give specia1 credence to 

the instruct ions and statemen ts made by Hugh Cress ingham, t he treasurer, 

an d other officers as to the king's expellition to Flanders. These statements 

referred to the benefits and favours to Le bestowed upon such Scotsmen as 

chose voluntarily to accompany the expedition.3 

It uoes not appear that th e E;ll"l of Sutherland accepteu the invitation to 

go abroad, as a few months later anoth er royal missive was directed to h im 

in coruial t erms, making no reference to F la nders, Lut gi\·iug him special 

thanks tha t he had always, aud particularly in these days, conducted h imsel f 

1 Cal endar of Documents relating to Scotbnrl, vol. ii. ~o. 643. 
2 Ibid. vol. i i. p. 19J; H i.toncal Docum ents, vol. ii. p. uG. 
3 Fwd era, vof. i. p. 8·j6; lhstorical Doc uments, vol. ii. p. I u~. 
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well a.ml faith fu lly in Scotland. The letter fnr tl1 cr informed the carl that 

.Dri:111 l'itz-.\.l.m, \r ho k1d sworn fealty alvng with Liltl at Berwick, was 

appuinted Guardian of Scutla nJ, anJ he is e11jOi11ed by his homage, fidelity 

und love to Ring Edward, aud the peace of the realm, to assist the new 

governor. He is de::;ireJ to continue, as he had begun, manfully and land

ably, from good to bette r, ~tUJ to aid with his horses, arrus, anJ wh ole power 

in rcpressiug the malice of tLc king's enemies in ScoLhml, as often as was 

necessary, ancl as he should be required by :Fi tz-Alan.1 The terms of this 

missiYe iudic::tte that up to that time the Earl of Sutherland had continued 

faitllful to his oath of homage; aud he was still an adherent of Edward in the 

beginning of 1304. This we learn from a letter m·itten by the king, then at 

St. Andrews, addressed to ltim as the "faithful and loyal ·william, Earl of 

Sutherland." The king accepts his fidelity aud tl.anks him for his good faith 

and good will so often sho;vn, expre~sing willingness to serve hilll in returu.2 

This early royr.l letter is now in the Public l:econl Ofllce, London, and a 

facsimile of it is given in volnrue second of this work. It is rare that missive 

letters of so early a date are preserved, and this is one of the earliest of such 

documents addressed to a nouleman of Scotland. Two years later we 1ind 

the carl's nawe inscribed nmon~ those adherents of Edward to whom he 

promised lands as a rewarJ for their sen·ices in his last campaign. The 

lamls requested by the earl were those of Thomas of Dolays, apparently in 

1[oray.3 

Sir HoLert Gordon states that the second Earl of Sutherland was at the 

battle of Bannockburn, aml manfully assisted Druce in his brilliant victory, 

and that he dicJ iu the year 13:;5 at a great age; but this is disproved by 

contemporary evidence recently discovereJ. In a letter or petition from 

I Rotuli ScotLe, vol. i. p. 50. i Vol. ii. of this work, p. I. 
3 Palgrave's Documents, I'· 31~. 





1/ IS DL'A 1'11, "1.\"JJ ECE!AL .11' D OE.\.OCJ!. 

William, Earl of Hoss, to Ki ng Ellward tl1e Second, which, though undated, 

must from its contents have 1ccn written in the spriug or early part of 

th e year 13 08, tlH3 earl says, "l~e J!leasecl to know that \Villi:nn, formerly 

Earl of Sutherlaml, was at the faith of our lord, your father. And when 

he died, Sir .Aymer de Yalcncl!, then Guardian of Scotbud, gmnted the 

ward of that earldom to onr younger son J oh n to answer for the issues of 

the earldom, saving his expenses." 1 There is a fur ther reference to the 

heir, but the ldter will again be cited in the next memoir. Sir .Aymer de 

Valence \yas appointed Guardian of Scotland in April 130G, and was super

seJed in September 1307. The death of the seconJ Earl of Sutherlanll 

must therefore ha,·e taken place between these two dates, and may have 

preceded that of King Ell ward the :First, who died in July 1307. It is 

probable that the earl was buried in the cathedral church of J?ornoch, tl1e 

erect ion of ' rhich his father, the fi rst ea rl , did so much to promote, and 

to which he hiwself had contributcu. 

The second Earl of Sutherland bad issu.e two sons :-

1. William, who succeeded as third Earl of SnthcrlanJ. 

2. Kenneth, w·bo succeeded his brother as fourth Earl of Sutherland. Of 

these two earl3 memoirs follow. 

1 Vol. iii of this work, p. 10. 
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1v· ILLLUf, the third Earl of S:J.therlanJ, succe.c,led to th~ carlJom ~n 
\ 130 7, and \Y:ts then under age. As stateJ 10 the prevwus 1nemmr, 

l1is warJ wa:< grautetl to .John, the younger son of ·william, Earl of noss. 

That carl wrote to King E tlwarJ the Secoutl, reminding !lim of the grant, 

and desiring that as the son of the deceaseLl Earl of Sutherland was not of 

sufficieut experience to govern the earlJom, th e king would empower the 

writer and his son to receiYe the fealty of the young l1eir, and to uplift the 

relief duty of the earldom for their great expenses in its defence against the 

king's enemies. 

Though the young Earl of SutherlanJ was under age, he was not far 

from his majority.1 The anxiety of the Earl of Itoss abont securing the 

fidelity of the heir of Sutherland, and as to the defence of his territory, is 

explaineJ by another part of the letter. He infonns K iug Ech.·ard that 

Itobcrt Druce had advanced northward with a great force which he anJ 

the supporters· of Edward in that district were unable to withstand; 

that for a fortnight Bntce with three thousand men had remained on the 

borders of TI.oss, Sutherland and Caithness at thei r expense, and that these 

earldoms were threatened with ut ter destruction. They had maJe a truce 

with the enemy to last. till the cotning \\' hitsunday, when he hopes tktt 

succour may arrive from King E Llwaru, on whom all thei r"Lopes of freedoiH 

rest. The earl adds that they would not have maJe the truce, lmt the 

Guanl ian of ::\foray was at a distance, and l1is men refuse aid ;vithout 

having the king's orJers. H e has, therefore, no hope of assistance 

bnt from the king.2 

1 He must ha1·e been about nineteen, as he seems to have atta iucd his majority befure 
:.Ia.rcb 1309. % VoL iii. of this work, p. 10. 
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The refen~ncu to tlae ud \"aJJec of ll1 uce nnd to tLe coming \Yh it,;n nLby fix 

the date u1 tlae leL~el as milttn iu_ ~\ p1il or tll'' 1Jrginniug of :\lay, 1308. 

There is considerable uncertaiuty among histori:1ns as to tl1e 1novemcn t:; 

of l~ruce at that time, but the furebulling in the letter of utter 

devastation of the country uule-;s a truce had been made, seems to imJ•ly 

that King Tiobert la aLl carrieL1 out his terrible h::nrying of Buchan. A ccord

ing to Barbour, h e 

" gert his men Lrin all Boucbane 

Fra CllU till end, anu sparit nane, 

Anrl heryit thnm on sic maner 

That eftir th~t '1\"ele fafty yher 

Men me11it the berscLip of J~ oucbane .'' I 

\Yi th such an example before his eyes, no wonder that the Earl of Ros.;; 

dreadtd the apl-'roach of the conqueror. It does not :1ppear tl1at King 

ELl ward sell t the desired assistance,2 and DarlJour adds-

"Tl..ae king than till his pes has tanc 
The north cuntre that humilly 

OLesi t t ill his senybory." 3 

Barbour does not tell us of King R obert's adrance to the borders of 

Sutherland, and we know nothing of the campaign there, but the E arl of 

!loss formally submitted to Bruce at .. :\.uldearn in ).Ioray, on 31 st Odober of 

the same year.4 The original deed narrating the homage is still presened, 

and from it we learn that the king received the earl very graciously and con-

1 Barbour's "The Erus," Spalding Club, 
pp. 20::!, 203. 

2 On 20th ~ray 1308 King Erlward :J.d. 
dressed to the Earl of Ross, and his son Hugh, 
letters thanking them for their fidelity to his 
late father, and desiring th e continuance of 
th ei r servic·e and assistance [Frede ra, vol. ii. 

p. 45]. He could not therefore at that date 
ha>"e knov;n the sta aits they were in. 

3 Barbour ut supra. 
4 Origin al in General R egister Hons<', 

printed in Acts of the Parliaments of Scot 
land, ,·ol. i. p. 477. Th e earl's two sons H ugh 
and John append their seals. 
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firu1ell to him all his possessiuns. lie also bestowed upon his new Ya5sal the 

buds of Dingwali, aml those of "Ferncroskry " in the earldom of Sutherland. 

The last-uam ell lands appear to l!aw been iu the parish of Crei~h. aml may 

have Leen granted iu lieu of the warLbhip of the young Ea!l of Sutherland. 

There is no reference to the young carl in the deed ubon recited, nor 

does he appear as a wi tness to it. But a few months later he was preseut at 

a parliament held at St. Andrev;s, on 1 Gth March 1308-9, from " ·hich it may 

be presumed that he had attained his maj ori ty in the interval. The chief 

recorded result, and perhaps the principal occasion of that parliament, was a 

letter addressed by the nobles and barons of Scotbnd to Phil ip, King of 

France, who by au amLassador haLl asked assistance in his crusade against 

the Saracens. This was the first diplomatic recognition which King TioLert 

Druce Lad recei\·ed, and it is evidence how far his power was consolidated in 

Scotland. The letter sent by the Scots in reply to the King of France, 

thanked him for recall ing the former alliances Letween the nations, and for 

his expressions of kindness to'l"l'"ards Kiug TioLort. They, ho>veYer, while 

expressing sympathy with the crusade, declined to join it uutil Scotland was 

deliYered from oppression and the storms of war.1 

The next recorded e>eut iu the life of ·william, third Earl of Sutherlnnd, 

is his presence at the pal'liament at Arbroath as one of those who joined in 

the famous letter to the Pope in the year 13:.?0, asserting the independence of 

Scotland. Sir Robert Gordon's statement that the Earl of Sutherland fought 

at Bannockburn probably refers to this earl, though of this there is no record. 

The earl, ho'l"l'"ever, may have attended the king on this and other important 

1 .Acts of the Parliaments of Scotland, 
'l"ol. i. p. 459. T he origin:~! of this writ is 
still preserved in the General R~gister House. 
It i3 mutilated, and what appea~ to l>e the 
Earl of Sutherland's name is J>3rtly ol> Iitcr:~.ted, 

but Sir I~obert Gordon, who h:~.J e-.idently 
seen the writ, tells us the e:~.r! was present, 
and 1l cscril>es the :~.rmo rial be.1rings, "thrie 
sbrres or muletts," on his seal, which i3 now 
want ing. 
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, ... ·cnsions, in clulling, perhaps, the assetnuly at Ayr iu 131 5 wh icl1 se:ttlo.;Ll tl~o· 

~u.:,· ... ·s~ i o n to the crown. Hut he is speciall.f natnt!d as one of the eight cad;; 

wiln, with the other nobles, sent the letter to the l'ope referred to.1 Sir 

I:obert also implies t k1t he was a memuer of the so-call ed Dbck 

l'arliament in Augnst of the same year, when Sir William Soulis awl 

others were foun<l guilty of trea.~on . Gi\·ing Fordnn as his authority, 

lt..: a<ltls that \Yilliam, Earl of Sutherl:mrl, with other nobles who were not 

guilty of that treason, " percertning the king to beir them some grudge for 

that wl1ich wrts clone at the Black P arliament, did write un to Pope J ollll 

shewing how King r:obert had clelt harLllic ·with t hem," and that as the rrsult 

of the l'ope's gooLl offices they, and especially :Earl \Yilliam, were rcceiwd 

ugai n in to fa\·our. T his statement, howeYer, is not ·1varr:mteJ Ly any th ing 

in Fnrdnn'Q hi story, and seems to be founded on. a misreading . 

..:\ ccorJing to Sir Tiobert Gordon, Earl \\'illiam was "·ith K ing l :ol.._.rt 

I: rucc nt I:ilanJ iu 132::!. He is also said t o have died in 13::!.i, Lut it 

i~ 1 "- rmi-o ~ ible to believe he may have lived a few years longer, and wa .:> , 

J•t' rh :lJ•S, the Earl of Sutherland who is referred to in the Exchequer l~olls a:i 

c:u:~rJian of the bishopric of Caithness in the year 1327. .Unfortunately, t he 

e.ul's clnistian n nme is not given.2 

I n any case William, third Earl of Sutherland, was dead before D ecember 

1330. H e ·was succeeded by his brother K enneth, as fourth Earl of Suther

lanu, of whom a ~Iemoir follows. 

1 The name of the E:ul of Sutherland is written at the foot of t he letter ahuve the 
tag for hill seal. Bnt the seal itself is wanting. 

2 Exchequer Rolls, vol. i. p. 114. 

\'OL. I. 
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L.\DY :ILu:Y oF .JLu:, IJ JS Cov~n:ss. 

IT E~:\"ETH , Earl of Sutbcrhml, succeclled to Lis elder 1rother, ·willialll , 

.\.._ the t llin1 Ead, and not to his father as is u:;ually stated. H is 

t enure of th e earldom was !Jricf, as he fdl .on the fat.1l field of IIaliclon 

Hill in 1333. 

H e aplJears first on record in December 1330, wbcn he granted to 

n eginald .Jioray of Culbin a writ renouncing all claim o\·er 11Iorny's pos

sessions -within the earld om of SntherlaiHl. This writ, in which Earl 

K enneth describes himself as the son of t he late ·w illiam, Earl of 

Sutherland, that is, the second Earl, was 111adc for the amiable 1•urpose of 

settling all disputes \vhich had arisen 1etween their respective forefathers, 

a nd securing concord and fri endship 1etwecn them:>eh ·es and their families. 

To this end I.:arl E:cnneth re:signs aud renounces all rights and e::mcticllls 

which he could claim from I~eginald's lands within the earldom, remitting 

all such wholly, and makes onr to )foray the wh ole relief of his lands in 

S utherland on account of a matrimonial connection Letwten Gilbert .Jioray, 

son aud heir of Tieginald, and E ustachia, the earl's own eldest daugbter. 

The carl concludes !Jy otl'ering to furnish all \Hits necessary for securing 

t he obligations thus made.1 1 

H ow far the Earl of Sutherland took part in the struggles against English 

invasion after the death of t he n egent R andolph in 13 3~, is not knoll'n, but 

h e was present at the battle of H al idon H ill, fought on Ul~h or ::! Oth July 

1333. Sir Tio1ert Gordon states that he and the Earl of Tioss commanded 

1 Vol iii. of this work, pp. I I , 12. The t he ,;ew that Earl Kenneth was the Lrother 
phraseology of t he writ implies t hat t he of E:~rl William the ThirJ. 
marriage had taken place, which confirms 
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th , .:ill of the Scottish force, lm t l1 e was really one of tliC leaucrs of tlt~.! 

r· · ··· rv<\ 1 le i ~ also snitl to hn\'c been one of tlwsc \\'ho prnucutly allvi se• l 

: ht• J:,·;.-:c t• t, Arch ibald D ongla:;, not to attack t he English in the st ron~ 

I·n -itiun tht>y held. l~u t when this achice was clisrcgnrued, aud the att ack 

tll: t.!e, ~ir Jiobert snys the earl diu his duty gallnntly, nnd he nncl the F.arl 

of J: o~ s \\' ere ki_lleJ in leading t heir men agaimt that wing of the E ngli"h 

army which EdwarJ Baliol comm:mdeJ. Sir liobert pnys the tribute to 

Earl Kenneth as au expert nnJ judicious commander, that " peremptorili e 

hn:l rtling all, and tlierwith hi ..; lyff, he losseLl the same in the miue:s t of 

hi.~ t·uemics, with the pryce of a uumber cA ther dent hs; haYehg couragio u.slic 

tlt .·:- cwletl his tb ycs wi th grent honor for the righteous quarrell of bis 

cu!ltrcy; lening his mcmornule actions and end as ane excel lent oma

I. J•·nt. tu !lis postcri tic." 

.\ ec01·d ing to Sir Hober t, Earl K enneth mnrrieu Lady l.Inry, daughter of 

I ' ·•llal•l. tt·ut!J Earl of .i.Iar, ::mJ bad issue two sons and a daughter:-

1. William, who succce•le•l as fifth Earl, aml of whom a memoir fullows. 

'' .:\icob ,-, whu r~cei vl!u from his brother, Earl W illiam, l:>uteeu Javoc!Js of bl!ll 

withiu Sut herlaml, iu t he free barony ealleu Torholl, as bountlcu aml 

1leseriueu iu the writ, rlatetl at ALcnlecn l :Jth September 13G0.1 On 

l Oth December 13G :?, Xiculas received a safe-conduct to go into EngLmJ 
for one year. 2 lie marricu a daughter antl co-heiress of Sir Tiegina!J 

Cheyne and Mary de ~l oraYia, ant! with her obtainnl part of the ancient 

barony uf Duffus in illuray. He was the ance~tor of the family of Suth~r

lanu of Dufl'us. Sec separate peJigree of the Sutherland.; of Duffus ant! 

their cadets. 

I. Eustachia, 'rho married Gilbert Moray, younger of Culbin, and hatl issue. 

1 
,. ol. iii. of this work, pp. 1 S, 19. 

oo 17th October 1 36 ~. Ibid. p. ~0. 
The charter was coofirrn ed by King Da\·jd the Second 

2 Rotuli Scotia:, vol. i. p. S6i. 
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(1 ) Princess ~fARGAI\ET nt:l"CE, ll!S Fll:ST Col;:-:n:ss. 

(2) Jo.l.~;\ .1. ~IJ::~TEIT II, Cor:srr:ss OF STIL\TII EI:x, m:; SECOND Couxn::-:;s. 

13:{3- 13 i O. 

A:r..IOXG all the members of the house of Sutherland, Sir l:ouert Gordon 

rauks t he fifth earl as Yery f:unons. H i;; loyalty to his sov~reign 

King D avid Bruce, wlto was his bwther-in-la\\", was cons1'icuons. 

\\Tilli::un, fifth Earl of Sutherlan J, snccee<lcll to h is father, E arl K enneth, 

in 1333, aud must then h~\·e been of age or nea rly so, as he took an active 

part in the enLlea,·oura of the patriotic pmty in Scot !awl to Jri\'e the E11gl i~h 

out of the country. Si r l:obert GorJon states that the young earl joined 

Sir .Amlrew ::\Iorn.y, the Earl of Dun1ar, anJ other Jc.a.ders, in their march 

to raise the siege of Ki lclrummy in ~far, and touk part in the battle of 

Kilblene on 30th X oH:lULer 133 5, wlwre DaYiLl CoiHyn, E arl of .Atholc, 

was slain. This statement lloes not re." t on auy other e,·iJcnce, bu t in the 

following year, accorJing to an Engl ish chronicle, the carl, ·with the E arl s 

of ]<'ifc aml Dunbar or ::O.. Iardt, b iu siege to the castle of Cupnr-Fife, then 

helu by William Bullok, a warlike ccclcsinstic, in t h\) E nglish in te rest. 

The siege, howcYer, failcll, owi ng to the activity of Sir J olm Stirli ng, 

Constabl e of E dinburgh Castle, ''"ho, assem bliug a t1 otilla of 3::? boats, 

secretly crossed the Forth with 1 ~0 men, nearly his whole garrisCln. H e 

arriYed at Cupnr in the early morning, set fire to some houses close to the 

castle, and with his force rushed sulhlenly upon the Lesiegers. These, 

Lewihl crecl with the smoke and the suJden onset Loth from wi thi n and 
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without the castle, fl ed precipitatdy, l.:;wiug Lehind them their Inilit;uy 

t·ugult 'S, anus auJ lJl'Ovisiuu.3, which 3ir John Stirliu;;, :-tfte r pursuing tLo} 

~cuts for some disl:-tnce, seized and &J-•propri:-tted, Luruing the engi ue~ nsul 

in the siege. The chronicler attributes t he p:-tuie of tl1c Scots to their 

ldicf tb t a large army, then on the march froitl F.ugland, had come up(l n 

ti H'lll by surprisc.1 The cln oniclcr is corroborated Ly Sir J ohn Stilling's 

ncconut, remlered to the Eugli:;h Exchequer, v:hcre l1e refers to his visit 

to Cupar, which only occupicLl four days.~ 

The Earl of Sntherland, \vhose exploits on Lehalf of his country even 

reached the ears of Froissart, again distingui :ohed l1imself iu the year 13 10 

l•y a for[ly into Eugl:.md al on~ with the Earl of ::\farch. They wen; rcpnbc• l 

by Sir Thonns Gray, who Limself records the fa ct in his "Scala Crunica," 

bu t his mauuscript nnfortnn:1tely is defcc tiYe at this poiut. Si r J:oLL·rt 

l: urdon ~tates tlwt the expeLlition diLl much tlamage in EngJan,J, but tk1t 

\d n: ll rt't urnin :,; lwrue hc:wily laden wi th spoil, it was beset l>y au <1 111hu ,h 

uud,· r Tiwlllas Grny and other English le:-tders, and the Scol:; \W r c ] 'lit 

t tJ the \\"ursc, thou~h nut till after a SQ l'e fight. Sir nuLert Gunlon :1Lhb f>t •llll.! 

other part iculars \Yhich are incorrect, but l1is statement that the carl's 

force tliL1 lllnch damage is corrouoratecl by official documents. T n 1311 a 

t.:"lll]'laint was made to Kiug Elh>arJ the Third that the slJcriff of X orthHnl

o•·rh ml ins i ~ted 011 gathering th e USU:\J tax from the men of CC!'taill L]i ::;t ricts, 

altlwugh tl,cir \Yl wle crop,, stock, etc., wue com]Jletely des troyed, burncll, 

ur carziell off iu the Scottish invasion of 1340.3 As this complai11t was 

made by the men of Carham, l~mnxton, :ForJ, and breJ;ty-one other ]Jarishcs, 

it s!.ows the exte nt of the raid, nllll the ener;;y \rith which it w~s conducted. 

Ki ng DaYiJ. the Second, who had been nine years in France, returnetl to 

I Chronicon ue La nercost , p. 3 - 5. 
: Calen•lar uf lJuc um ents rcla:ing to s~otland, vol. iii. p. 354. 3 ! hid. p. 21.i:!. 
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his native kingdom in 1311, am1 appc:us to h:we taken the Earl of Sutlter

lanJ in to high favour. lf, as ::;ir Houcrt Gordon aliegcs, tLc earl touk 1Jart iu 

the sncc'.'ssful attack on 1:.oxburgh Cas tle, whicl1 was captnrell on 30th ?lfarch 

1342, th e king's faxour ruight Lc iuc:reased. Dut no other writer names tl1 e 

carl in connection with I:ox burg],, wltich was surrendered to Sir .Alcxa11der 

Hams.<y of Dalhousie, anJ, morco\'er, Sir J:oLert. Gordon apparent ly 111isL1aks 

the eYcnt about two years, placiug it iiumctliatcly after the foray of 1340. 

The royal favour resulted in the carl's marriage to t!Jc king's si;;tcr, the 

l 'rincess Margaret, for wh iclt a papal di::;pcus:Hion was issued in the end of 

the year 13l2. It i-> in similar trrm~ to documents of the same c:l1aracter 

at that elate, am1 sl1ows the rcht ions!Jip between the parties. The follo·wing 

is a translation of the ducmw·nt :-
Cletnent, etc., to a ..,.encrable brother DiBhop of Caithness, greeting, etc.-

A petition, shown to us on behalf of :~ beloved son, a noble mau, Will iam, Earl uf 
Sutherland, of t he diocc~e of Ct\ithuess, an•! a bclo\·etl daughter in Christ, a nol>le \Yoman, 
Margaret, 5i>tcr-g<:rmau of our very (!t:ar ~un in Chri~t, the ilJu , trious DaYiJ, King of 
Scots, set~ forth that between the said earl awl lllar;;aret anti their forefathers anti 
friends, by the wkketl means of the oltl enemy, there have arisen wars, Ji~pute;:, and · 
many offence;>, on which account murder~, burnin;:;s, tlepreJati •)ns, forays and other 
evils have frequently happened anti cea;;e nut to J,appen continually, and mauy churches 
of these parts have sufl"erctl no s!llall damages, :lil t! greater troul,Jcs are expecteJ unless 
prel·eJJtC( I by an immediate remedy. Wherefore, with the conscut anti will of the kiug, the 
said William <tnt! ?tlargart:t, \rho are relate• ! t•J each other in the fourth degree of r.on
sauguiuity, de5ceud ing from the e'1IDC stock, 11 itilting to prevent ~o many ant! so great 
dangers, desire to contract each other in marringe, anti thus it is believed it may be pos
sible to prevent the5e perils; anti the forc.>ai·l king, William, aJHI ;\Iargaret have humbly 
petitioned us that for the go••tl "f peace we would t!eigu to proYi Li e the saitl \\"illiam 
anti l\Llrgaret with the benefit uf a fitting dispensation. \\'e, therefore, who freely 
furnish the Lencfits of peace to the faithful in Christ, desiring to prevent these perils 
so f<.tr as we c<.tn in the Lortl, ha..-ing yieJ,Jetl to their prayers, commit autl commaml by 
apostolic writs to your frat ernity, iu whkh we have full confi,Jcnce, that if it be so 
with the saitl William allll ;)Iargaret, you may hy our authority dispense, n ot"it!J~tnntl-
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iu.; tloc illl] •colimcnt ari~iu~ fro•m their cous:wguiuity, that tl .ey Ul :-> y l:l\\ fully Cl lltlao\ 
L .. or: !.._:; .: tc·~ ·:t l i r r , tlecl·,rill ;:; th : hme to he bom of such marriag-e to be l:J.wf11l. Ginn 
at .\.1· i~nun the Kal~nch of Do::cember in the first year of our pontificate 1 [I :;t Dccl'lil
Ler 13 42]. 

The marriage prouauly took }•lace in the follo·,ying year. "·hat the 

pav 1l Lli.~ J •cns ati on refers to 'rhen it describes the wars and feuds formerly 

existing uetween the parties and their fri ends is not clear. :Dut such a 

statement is not uncommon in si1nilar documents rel ating to ScotlallLt at tbt 

l•e riod, and in this case it may refer to the disturbed couo1i tion of the country, 

or, perhaps, of Suthed anll. The ancestor fro111 whom the degree of cuu

s:lllguinity is t raced has not bee11 ascertained. 

Aft er the marriage, King David the Second conferred upon his brother-i n

hw aml sister various charters of lands in TalJid succession. I u Sq•teinl,cr 

13·1:1 they received a grant of the tbauage of D uwnie in the shire of F orLtr; 

tl1e thau nge:s of Kincardine, with F cttcrcairn, and of .Aucrluthnot or :JLuykill:, 

:d l in tl1 e shire of K incarJine ; also half of the tlw.mges of }'orm:utinc aJL<l 

K illtc•re in AuerJeensl:ire ; to ue h eld by the grantees a11d the heirs (If 

tlll:ir uod ics in fee, heritage, and free barony. The charter contains this C0 11-

llit ion, that sho1fld there be no surviving heir at the death of the grantees, all 

t he bnds "Were to rcrert to the Cro,,n, saving the right of ::\Iatilda Druce, the 

kin:;'s olller sister, to the other half of the t hanages of Formartine aml 

1\. intorc, should she happen t o survive her siste r ::\Iargaret. I n Octuber of 

the same year, the earldom of Sutherland "Was erected into a free regality, 

and in N ovember the barony of Cluny in .Aberdeenshire was added to the 

c:ul's possess ions.2 

In :\larch of the following year, 1346, the earl and his countess receivctl 

a grant of the important stronghold of Dunnot tar in the :\learns. The 

1 Theiner's Yetera ~lonumenta, etc., p. 278. 2 'Vol. iii. of this wor k, pp. 12-15. 
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cknlcr Cullvcys the wltule rock ,w nag of Duunottar, awl gi ,·es ~pceia l 

licence lu lmilLl a fult,tlice U}Jt) ll. it ill whatcvl:r ltt anner tile enrl 1nay tltiu k 

most cxpedietJt..l Tl tis }'crwi s:-; iuu l'oi nte,l to tlt e erect ion of a new or a 

stone cast.le on the crag, for there is eYitlcnce of a fort ification on it long 

hefore thi :; date. lt is rcfo:netl to in the reign of l\:ing \\'ill iam the Lion.2 

In 1 :!07, accordiug lo Dliml H arry, it was held uy the Engl isl1, and was 

attackull by Sir \\" illiarn \Yallace, \\'Ito bnrnell.it, aml the church which tlteu 

also stouJ upon the rock.3 I n 133G Kin~ E tl\\'arJ the Third gave svecial 

orders for its repair, and a st rong garrison to hohl it,4 hut shortly afterwards 

it was retaken Ly the Scots, ancl JemolisbeJ that it rnigltt l 'e useless to tlt c 

English. A recent wri ter asserts tltat it then LclongeLl t o tl1e Earl of 

Sutlt r; rb.nJ.5 lie lllay have mi:.tah n tlte dat e of the grant to th e earl, but 

011 the other hand, the carl may lwse UCC'll in possession of the territory for 

some t ime previous, a llll if so, it W[lS natural he should rel..milJ it as a st rong

lJOld for Scotlanu. It does not appear wltcther the Earl of Sutherland forti

fied the crag, or built auy part of the C[lstle, tl1 e ruins of which have still a 

very picturesque Ul'Pr;arauce on that bolJ rocky coast. That building is 

usually assig11ell to Sir \Yilliam Keith, ~Iarischal. of Scotland, and it is pro

Lal.Jle that the Earl of Sutherland I_Jarted with Dunnottar in the year 1358, 

as will be 11oted on a later p:1ge. 

The earl's name is not connected by historians with the raids into 

England which King Da,iJ the Secoud llladc l.Jcfore the yea r 13-!G. In that 

year, h owever, the king, encourageJ by the absence of Edward the Third in 

:France, and illStigatcd by letters from the Frcuch kiug, resolved to lead a 

large army to invade England. H e gave orders for a great muster, which 

1 Vol. iii. of this work , I'P· 15, 16. 
2 Act~ of the l' .1rli~rue nts of Scotland, 

vol. i. p. 373. 
3 \Y~lbce, by nl in<l H~rry, J.1mieson'~ 

cditioo, p. 162. 
4 Rotuli Scotire, vol. i. pp. 411, 414, 41 6. 
6 ~Iemorials of Angus ant! ~l earns, J,y 

A .. Jervise, p. 443. 
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t u(•k place at ]'erth, aml i'.lllOllg other northern magnates tlte E:ul of SutiH..: l'

bncl j•Ji ned the army. Froiss.nt, in [1 11 aGcoHuL of the Scottish Illn~ lc r at 

J \ ·rth, wl1 ich appears to r efer t o this date, says : "Tl.e Ead of Orkney w:1.;; 

t be fir:ot \\ ho obey ell the summons; he was a great and powerful La ron, nu 1 

k,J marrieu Ki ug nl\'id's sister. There came with h im ma11y mcn-a t

unns.'' 1 The French historian was pro1Jnoly not well versed in Scolli, la 

names, n;hl it is no clou bt the Enrl of Sutberl nml w] ,om he tllll::> descrilJl:s. 

As is well kn own, the atlvaucc of the Scottish ar my into England was, aftt:r 

lu \IL'h ll e\'n:>tatiou on their part almost t o the gates of Tlurhalil, brought t•J 

a cluse by the Lattle of X e\·ille's Cross, in which the Scots were totally 

Lh:fL:atcLI, their king and many n obles Leing mnL1 e prisoners. 

1\ nlf•llg the capti,•es was the E arl of Suthel'land. An English histori an 

r:Jnb hiw amon;; the slain, Lnt thi.:; is e rroneous, and the Scottish writt:1 ,; 

Ul •i k in l •bGing him among those taken prisoner. H e is, howevL:r, uut 

J,:;J;H.:d in any oflicial list of the magnates taken at Durham, nor iu any utl1 •:r 

!wi. icc of the Scot tish captives, and it is prohaul e that be fell into tlw lJ:u,d ,; 

,,r $OIIH! ouc who speeJily put l1im to ransom, or wl10 allowed him to cscapt:.~ 

lie tu:tkes no appearance in Scottish record for the nex t few years, ant] J,i5 

l latue llO t!S not occur iu connect ion ·with the n£>gotiations in 1348 aml 1 :J I !:l 

!ur King David's ransom. In June 1351, however, he is nameJ in a safe

cond uct g ranted tbat he might attend a couferencc on that subj cct to be he], [ 

at X ewcast le.3 In Se:ptember of the same y ear he rece} ved permission, as 

one of a party, to escort King D avid into ScothnJ, there to remain for a f~w 

mont us, while J ohn, son of the earl , and nephew of the king, and other hos

tages, were gi\·en in the king's stead. 

1 Froiss:~rt, ed. 1842, vol. i. p. 9S. 
2 lu llc,·e mher 1341), a commission was 

i&.<ne. i hy t he Engliab king for in•}ni ry in 
I~,n e:l!;hire concerning those who had re-

V•• L. !. 

leased, either for ransom or otherwise, t hei r 
prisoner•, or had allowed them to esc.,J •<!. 
[F~·lera, vol. iii. pp. 9S, !):J.] 

3 Ibid. p. ::!25. 

E 
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The king remained in Seotl:md till ).by 13;) :! , when he returned tu cap

tivi ty, and the J.osLtges \\'Cre rdeased. ln .Tunc 135 -t , the ea rl was again oue 

of the Scottish commi;:;::.iouer3 to treat for l':J. USOJll , out does not al'pear to 

haYe been present at the coml'letion of tlJC t reaty sign ell at X ewcastl·~ on 

13th .July of that year, when t he terms of the king's release were armngcd, 

and th e earl's eldest son, John Sutherland, was aga in named ail a. hostage.1 

Early in the following year, however, the truce bct \Ycen E ngland ami 

Scollaud was broken, and the negotiations for the ransom ceased. I n 13:17 

the treaty was rene\';ed, anol the Earl of Sutherland m ts one of the 

pl eni poteut iaries specially depnterl hy the Scottish parliament to complete 

the negotintiuns. The treaty, by which the Scots agreed to ransom the kiug 

for 100,000 111arks sterl ing, payable in ten yearly instalments, \Yas arrangcJ 

at Dcrv.- ick on 3Ll October 135i, and t\\'o days later the Em1 of Sutherbud 

and the other plenipotentia ries rat it1ed the Jocument.2 

One condition of the t reaty was that three out of SL"'\: great lord3 were to 

place thcmsel ves by t urns in the han us of the E n;;lish, in addition to the 

t wenty 1JCirs of uoule families \\"hO were the ordinary hostages for the keeping 

of the agreement. The E::ul of Sutherland was one of the magnates who 

were exchanged for Kiug D aviu in Octuucr 135i, and he and his son John 

tra\·ellcll to Lonuou together to remain under the care of the ChanceJ1 or of 

England. T he earl remained in Eugland for more than ten years, an•1 the 

notices of him during that time arc chiefly safe-coudu~t s at iuten ·als for 

h imself or his servants passing backwards and forwards to Scotland. 

In 13:58 the earl resigned all his lan ds which he haJ received in Kin

cardine-incl uding probauly the cas tle of Dunnottar-into the hands of the 

1 FreJ era, vul. iii. pp. ~'j() , ~ " I. 
2 ! hid. pp. 372-37 4, 37G, 37i. The earl's 

seal is sti ll attached to t he ratitication, and is 
ue<crihcd a~ of re•l wax. "On a raised shield 

within interbced poin tc•l tracery 3 mnllet~ . 
~ an.l I : 'S.' W il'mi C'•Jmitis ::iuthy rl:lnd.'" 
[l.ide Engra1·ipg on p. 37.) 
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J.w:.:, ·wbn in c xchaug~ coufeneJ tl]JOII him auLl bis son Julm Sutl!i.:rl,, 11 ,] 

the barony of Urqulwrt, with il~ ca:,lle, in t] ,c colmty uf luvcrlll·'.;;. 

L:l'r, hvwcver, the king confhme~.l to th e earl tile former grant of tltc 

loa10ni~s of Downy, K incardine, .Aberlutlmot, :mLl otlters.1 Iu SeptemuL:r 

1 :>GO the earl granteJ a charter to his bruthcr ::\id10las, the elating of \Yitidt 

Wt•n iJ imply he was then at Aberdee:n, though accor .. ling to the entries 

rl'.,;arding him in the English records he was not then in ScollanLl. ll •! 

nppcar:; to have been allowed to visit Scotlnnu itt the spring of 135G anJ in 

1 3G ~. In 13G:l lte gr:utted the clw.pcl of St. J uhn the lhptist at H eltnscbk 

t ~.1 the monks of the aubey of Kinlo.:;s in l\loray.2 lu December 13G:J, he 

atl'l his scconJ countess, J uanna, rccei\·eu pcrmi:;::;ion to visit the shrine of St. 

Thomas at Cantcruury. I n Dccemucr 1364 the carl ha• l a safe-conrluct int0 

~ .. ···tlawl, \Y ltich, by extensions, lasteJ till Se!JtClU ucr 13G I. A l•]•:tn:ut ly fruJII 

tLe term:; of a s:tfc-conLluct in l\l::trch l 3G 7 the earl a11J I tis countess Wl!J e 

tht·n rL:tnru iug to .Eu~lanJ. This seems to be the last safu-comluct gr:mu·d, 

atJ •l it has J..een suppuseJ tlt:t t he was finally liucr:ctell nol lung afterwanls.3 

!Jmiug one of the earl's visits to Scotland, he grantcJ a charter tu .J.,Itn 

uf Tarale ot· Terrel l of six davochs of hull in Stratb.fleet, confirmcJ by Ki n~ 

I l.t\'iu the Secollll iu 13G3.4 In 1365 the king grantet.l to the Earl of 

!"uthcrl:.tt1Ll and the hei rs-male of his body, the h :clf thanage of Formartin l! 

in AbCI'llt'cnshi re, which hau al ready ueen grantcl to !tim for life.5 Dd\\'C(: ll 

1360 anLl 13G5 also, tbe carl receivcll various sums of money, :1.1nouuting to 

.£~G 7, G_s. Sd., paiL! to him by the Exchequer in auJition to £SO paid l..y 

J\: ing DaviJ towards his expenses in England.6 

According to Sir Tiobert Gordon, William, fifth Earl of Sutherland, diL:d in 

1 Vul. iii. of this work, pp. l i, I S. 

: Stuart's Recunls of Kiuloss, p . xl. 

J Originls Parochiales, vol. ii. l'P· 65 8, 650. 

4 :?Hb July 133:-l. Y ol. iii. of this work, 
l'P· ~o. 2 1. 5 Jbirl. pp. ~~. :!:.!. 

6 Exche'}uer R olls, vol. ii . 1'1'· i D, s-:!, 11:1, 

130, 14!, IG6. 
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l ~iO, antl tl.is statemcut apJ •Car.s to Lc corrobnmte<l by the fact that the 

rastlt' of lJrcF1hart, which haLl bdongcLl to him, wa -o in 13il in the haw-Is of 

t he Crown.1 Dut the e\·i,knce is not conclmivc, and he 111ay ha\'e surviYeu 

l onger, though he does 11ot appear on rcco t'l1 after :?ith FelJruary 13GD- i0. 

On that Jute the king gnmtcd to W alter Lcsly, knight, the rcYersion of the 

t hauagc of KincarJiue, awl oth·~r.,, of which the fmnk-t cnement then existeJ 

in the lwnJs of " 'illi:lm, Earl of Suthcrb.ml.~ He was dcaJ, however, before 

13SD, \Yhcn Hobert, his son, was }~arl of Suthellantl. 

" 'illiam, fifth Earl of SutherhuJ, was tv.-i cc married. A s already stated, 

l1is first countess was the P rincess ::'lfnrgaret Druce, Jaugh t t' r of King Hobert 

Bruce, and sister-ge rman of King ])ayid Uruce, whom he married in 13-13. 

She llied Ldore 135:?. The earl's sect1llU wife was J oanna l\Icutcith, 

Countess of Stmtheru, widow of ::\[amice Moray, who was created Earl of 

:-:itratheru in 13-13, and was killcJ at the Latt lc of Durham in 13-16. H er 

warriage to tLe l:arl of SutlH~rla nd must l::.ve taken place between that 

year aml 13 52, when she is nallleu as his eountess.3 

William, fifth E arl of Sutherlaud, haJ issne three sous :-

1. J ohn Sutherbnrl, ~Iastt>r of Sutherlunu. Of l1im, the only son of the Princess 
Mar,garet l:rnce, wh•) predeceased IIi;; father, a memoir follows. 

2. I:.oLert Sutherland. who became si.xth Earl of Sutherland in succession t•J hi;; 
father, the fifth earL Of him a memoir follows. 

3. Kenneth Suthcrlarnl. Tic recei ved, in 1-10 1, a charter from his Lrother, Earl 
Robert, of the land,; of Drurnmoy, Dackics and others, wLich was conrirmcd 
hy }{obert. Duke of Albany, in I 408. 1 Among the Forse charter~, quotct! 
by Lortl Hailes, is one Ly Mary Cheyne on l Gth June 1 i OS, "Kenctho 
uc Sutherl andia filio quonuam \\'illielwi cumitis Suthcrlandi;c," 5 lie was 

1 On 19th J une 1371 , King RoLcrt t he 
!'econd granted t he b:lrony ami castle of 
l'rquh'l.rt t o h is son DaYi<l, Earl of ::;trathcru 
[Registrum ~lagui Sigilli, vol. i. p. b5). 

2 RE'gi~trum )la.;ni ::i•gill1, \'OL i. p. i I, 

Xo. ~ -!:!. 
3 \ " ul. iii. of thi s work, pp. 16, 17. 
i fb H{. p. ~:!. 

5 ::Sutherland .\dditional Case, p. 1~, note 11, 
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nucc·>o tur of the family c.f St:T!lERLA :\D OF FoRsE, of wllich a ~eparatc Jn'digrrc 
i:; gircll in this work. The uescend:mt uf Kenndh in I i G G, ns hLir-m:~lt; 

C'f the first Earl of Suth~rlan ll , claimcLl the peer~gc. I~ut the !Jci r or lint', 
La•.ly Elizabeth Sutherlaud, was the succc~~ful elaimant. 1 

I A William de ::-Inrri ff or ::-I or:ty, described 
ns a &on uf \\"i lliam, Earl of Suth erland, re
~ ··i •·e,J a >CLfe.contluct from l~i o;; E.lwar•l the 
T io in! in the year 13G 7. Ht has been claimed 
a< the successor of \\'ill iam, !lith earl, an.! the 
h~hr r of I:ouert , sixth earl. It is, howe>er , 
llllllCC PSSary to insert a generation udween 
Will iam am! Rul·~rt. T he ti.Jree sons oi \\"il

Ium, fiith carl, J oh n, l:ohert , and Keuncth, 
h .. ,J the bUm:wv of Sutherlar.d ; th eir uncle 
~id10l.lS hat! also the surn:~me of i' uthcrland, 

so there must ha'l'e been s::~me r ecnliarity 
con nected with the birth of t hi>l son, who is 
surnamed ::-Ioray. A William of ::-lur:~y i~ 

H1 L"n tioned am on;; the J• risuners taken at !Jur. 
h :\m in I 3 W, a ~d if he be identical with tbi~ 
\ \.ilh arn , he may La\'e been the son, not oi 
W illiam, fi fth , lJtit of an earlier E.nl of 
Sutherland. li, otherwi~e , then be wa.q J·ro. 
baLly illegitimat~, an,J rec,,ivcd the surn:llll<) 

of ::-I oray t o make a distinction Letw~~n hirn 
and bib three lcgitilllate Lrotber:s. 
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J OH); OF ~ l'TH E I:L.\~n, :11.\Sl ER tit' SUTI! t:R I..L'i D, son of WtLLIDI, nrTn E.\J.:L oF 

SUTIIERUXfl, allll the f'Ja);CESd fihRG.\ REr BRUCE. c. l:JH-13Gl. 

"\J,JE h;n·e now arrire<l a t a nry important epoch in the ]Ii;,t ory of tlte Sutla;rlaml 

l' \ family. William, the ftfth Earl of Su therlawl, tliet! in or about the year 

1370, having hat! issue hy his first anrl sccont! wives, three son~, J ohn, l~oLert, an<l 

K enneth. A tl ctail eu metuoir of t he eldc;,t son, J ohu, J\l a~ t c r of Suthcrlant!, is hCiu 

given, iu wh ich all availaLlc eviu•·n ce Learing upon Lim is carefully consiuereu. 

It was long a belief in th e Suth rrhtn <l Family, whi ch was fustnet!, if not originateJ, 

hy S ir TioLert Gurt!on, that by the marriage of W illiam, t he fifth earl, tu J\l argaret 

Druce, t he bloou of the royal family of Druce ran in their veins. That this Lelief was 

hclu by the f.1mi ly in the Lt'giuning of the eighteenth ceutmy is slwwn by the gran t of 

t he at!t!ition of the doul;le tressure to their arms Ly King George the Fir~t in 171 D.l 
In t he light of later investigations there is goo•! gmuu us fur rejecting the Leli~f, an.! 

even then the Lyon king-at-arms questionecl the gronut! on wldeh the grant was cla imed, 

although it was ultimately cvncetle,J. \\'Lile the ease was peut!ing, the Lunily law

agent, Alex:~uder Ross, writing to the Earl of Sutherlauu, rq•orts the substance of a 

conversation Le Lad on the subject "ith the Lyon anu his deputes. He says : " The 

ditlieulty they bad furmerly will still remaine. For t hu' they be satisfieu of Earl 

"William's mariage with the king's daugh ter, nothing appears to instruct your lonbhip's 

descent of that mariage. I observeu tu your loruship formerly, that as your lorJ .,hip 

has it likewise, our historians all aggree tl1at the name of the hostage sent for Lis uncle 

was Alex:~nder ; anu yet R hymer, in his letters t o t lte Lis!top of Carlisle (as noticeu 

also in your own inform:~tion in the preeetlency), calls him John. From this they 

seem to think E:ul \Vi lli:lm hat! two sons, ant! perhaps of two di.JJ'erent ma.riages. If 
so, any retour whieh instruct;, your lordship's ucscent from Earl William, might as 

well be by another mariage as that with the king's sister. " 2 

The dispensation for the marriage of William, Earl of Sutherland, anu J\Iargaret, 

uaughter of King Robert t he E ruce, by L:~tly Elizabeth ue .Curgh, t!augbter of tlte 

Earl of L"lster, as alreat!y stateu, \\·as ohtai net! tow :~ rus the end of the year 1342. She 

and her eltler si>ter, Jiatilua, were probably Lorn after 1315, as neither of them is 

namet! iu the se ttlement of the crown made by their father iu April of that year. 

I Y o!. iii. of this work, pp. ~ 20- ~2~. 
2 Original letter, ~1 st ~ ovemb~r 171 i, in Sutherland Charter-cheat. 
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Fr 1nu t!.e recurJ of ti1 e king', IH)IW:hoiJ. expenses it appears tktt the two tJriut't "iit'S 
,, , ,.J '" L':;.,lrJ,;; iu f. tmilj' ,, it h I:: in; Dwi. l th.~ :::ec•:. nJ anJ hi~ qn•:en, :mJ Wl'llt '' it h 
t!,\.'1:1 to thl'! r .:urtlll:ltion at Scune in 13 3 1. Pour ~crgcauts of the ch~1uLcrs in wait in;.; 

1 ;p<~U th·~ kiu;;, the queen, the Ia ly :Jbtil·la nn•l lwr si,tt r, 'l':hilc guing t• J ward ~ S··onl' 
t l the 1.adiall1Cll t, receive as wages fur thirty-nine Jay:-;' stayin.:; <11111 rdurnin :;, ,.: ... h 
r •tlr J'l'lllliL':i per diem, 5::!s. The rents uf the than~·;;!) of .Kin tore auu of the bar::;h 
,,f Cr.1ii \\ere in l ~ 1 1. :oc t apart for the suppvrt of the t1vo sisters of the kiug. 
l'ay 111 eut j . .; made to their tai l·•rs ant.l thu:w of the queen at ALerJt:en for rnakin;; 
t :,l'i r cluthe~. Boger Tiphill, cu;;tumar of Invcrkei tliiug, in 13~ ~ brings theii <:c t·l 
lluinbarton the clot hcs au. ! fttn of the kin;;'s sisters, who then, f•Jl' ll!J I•ard :.11d 
tli\'<'rs cxpl'nsc:;, receive front the charnherbin t ile sum of £03, l Gs. SJ. Tt.c la.-t. 
t·ntry alMtt the priuces.st?s whc,n to;c ther refers to t he king aud queen :tllll };is 
.- i . .; t.:rs ehyiug at Danff f•J r one ni;;h t between ~ray 13 !2 ant.l July l :J-!a, :t.'! if 
t hey haJ then been c0nvuying their si<ter to li e!' northe:rn Lome. Iu l :J30 p::tymu• t 
j , m.l•lc f,,r Sllll tlry h ·~ atl · llres;es fur L::tdy ilhrgarc-t alutll', :l G5. Sll., aud fur a l•ttl fur 
In is pai•l 3:ls. 4J.l 

Tit·~ tx:wt ,Jato of tl1.: Li tth of J ob n, sou of Wi ll iam, [ail of Snthulan.J, aJ:• I 
t lic l'ri iir•·":! ~l:lr;;ard h:t.s not bee n asccrtaineJ, Lm it was pr<JLably in 13 J J, :liHI 
}' .. r. Jun ~ .• y:~ that lJi' mother tlieJ in chilt1he.l. Certain it is that the warritd lifl' of 
t!.c t•riw.·;.> w ;~~ shurt; allll tlwt J ohn, the .Jfaster of Sutherbn•l, her ;;nn, whik t•n:y 
~ :t ur ~eHn yrars (• f a6e h,\,J to IJeco me a hostage fur his unde, l~ in:; Davi.1 tL•· 
:::.._..,,,n·l, "!w ha·l l•cen 1naue pri.soncr at the hat tie of Durham. Sullll! years btl' r, 
in I :J.i I, it was reso!l'cJ that King Dadu should be Iibera teLI to visit ScotlanJ, Lu~ 

t.nly aft er a number of hu,tagc;, sons anJ heirs of the principal famili es of the country, 
wac gil't:ll up as secu rity fur bi.s return; and in choosing these tile son anu heir of 
l'rinrt'R.'! ~largarct, ant! acphew of the king, was not overlooked. 

Kin;; Euwar•l the ThirJ nceortlin_,;ly gmntc,1 a safc-con·luct to J ohn, son an• I hei r of 
tho.! Stewart! of Scotland, J ohn of Dunbar, son and heir of the Earl of llbrch, J ullll, 
""n ant! . heir of t h(' E[l.rl of Sutherlanll, ::tnrl others, to come to Bcrwick-npJn-Tweul, 
'1\ it h a hun llreu horsemen, an ,] to go to othe r places assigneu to them in Englan,l, in 
<'Xrhange for D:n·iu of Druce, the exch:lllge to take place at Berwick or Xewcastle.on
Tyne, wh ile no action was to lie a~ain5t the hostages for any deetl done Ly them 
n;;aiust either the nation of Englanu or Scotlanu till the retum of the king. The 

1 E.~~ hcqu e r Rolls, Yo!. i. PI'· 339, 340, 359, 3S l, 3S::!, :lS4, 3S9, 390,484, 493 ·4!15, 505,51 G. 
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safe-cond uct wa.;; nftcrw:mh extcllll l?•.l to tht> ht of :\fay fullnwiu~, when tl1e host~~es 
were rclt•a,ed. lntitructiui•S \>ere gi ven to the conSLLl•k uf Xottin~h.un ('a::;t]c, aud the 
sheriff of York, to reccirc the hosta~es from Heury de Percy nw l I::.ndulph de Xcrill, 
and to keep them ~afcly.J 

In a couvent iou m.ulc on 13th July l 3.'i J for Kin;; D:\ri,J's release, the son and 
heir of the Enrl of Snt!Jcrl:tnd i• the first namctl of t he t\\·cnty htlst~grs propo,cd fur 
payment of the ransom; 2 but thi~ convention, ow in;; to the outhrrak of ho;.tilit! ·:, 
never took effect. The fin al agreement for his release was made at Dcrwick-<•11-
Twecd on 3J October 135 7, the ran;:oru being fix.-d at I 00.000 merks. Twcnt,v 
hostages 'llt're required as scrurity for its payment, an<l a~ain J uh n, son and heir of 
the Earl uf Sutherland, occurs a.s oue of them. 3 fn thc mcmor:wdurn of the naruts 
and destinat ions of the ho~t:<;es, the entry reg:mling the carl's son i;;..-3 ohn, ~"u 
aud heir of the Earl of Sutherland, was sent to London in company "'·ith his 
father to abide wi th the ehanct·llur-who at this time was Willi:un J:dington, bi•lwp 
of 'Vine hester. 4 ' Yilliam, Earl vf Sutherland, as nlr.:;atly stnteJ, was one uf 
the three noblemen who were selected to be hosta;cs "cu afrorcemcnt," or as an 
additional security for th.~ payment of the ransom, alHl so fathe r and son tranllctl 
together to London, aud no rloubt resirlcd to~eth<:r in the hou5e of the chancellor. 

The :Master, however, fell a victim to a pestilence which raged in Eug1and iu 
l 3G l ,5 a fact specially commemorated Ly the hi~torians of Scotland, and it is from 
them we gather the most important facts reganliug him. 

J ohn of Fordun, in hi;: Gcsta .A.n nalia, wri tten between l 3G3 ami 1385, gives in 
one chapter the issue of King Robert by hh first wife, I,;abclh, daugh ter of Gartney, 
Earl of Mar; and in the fullowing chapter his issue by Elizabeth, daughter of Aymer 
de Burgh, Earl of Llster. He mentions that by her be ba,J two d.mghters :\fntil<h and 
Margaret, au t! states that Margaret wed,Jcd the Earl of Sutherland, of whom he 
begat an only son, J uhn by name, "'·ho was a bo~tage iu England along with Lis 

1 5th September 1:!5 1, Rymer'3 FreJera, 
edition 1325, vol. iii. Part i. p. 231. 

2 Ibirl. p. 2SI. 
3 I bid. p. ~72. 
4 Ibid. p. 3u7. Bain's C:l!en•hr of Docu

ments relating t o Scotbnd, \·oL iii. p. 435. 
s In 1360 and 13GI, the ch::unLerbin of 

Scotland twice pays for the expenses of J ohn 
of Sutherland, the sum of £G, 13s. 4J. But 

this John of Sntherl:mJ was not the earl's 
son. There was anothe r J ohn Sutherlar.-1 nt 
the time, "ho, with )\ icholas of Crichton, of 
ScotlanJ, on 14 th ~lay 1360, receives a saie
couJuct t o visit W11liam, Earl of Sutherland, 
when in England. (F:xchcq ncr l~olls uf ::icvt
lan<l, vol. ii. 1'1'· 4 9, iS; Rymer's f eet! era, 
vol. iii. Part i. p. 494 .] 
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f:t~h,,r, fL,r the deliverance of Davit! the Serund, Kiug of ::icot land, Lut that hi; 
~ ... ,, .. , : Lk 1•.t t l,·•l !":· _,n : ~~ . i ·! if,, lu· r··.;•li tt~ ly :< f!. r·;· his J,irth. 1 

Wyu touu, who wa:s ma.l \3 pliur 'of St. S•· rf 's Inch in Lochlcveu J•rcviond to tho 
year 1305, aud whose Chronicle was Gui.;h~u between 14:!0 and 14::!4, when he wa.'\ 
nu ol•l lllUn, also refct~; to Earl William's marriaf;e. When euumcrating the dtiltlrcn 
..,[ Kiug l:oLert Bruce and Elizabeth de Eurg-b, he says of the Princesd i">largaret-

The Erie of Swthyrbnd in h is lyf 
Tuk t his l>brgr~t til his wyf. 
A swne on hyr this Erie gat, 
Tl,at Jhon he ca!J. eftyr that: 
He ost.~ge ior his Erne wes SPilt! 
I n Ingl:md, for that he wes ken•! 
The Kyng Da"·ys systyr swne: 
Thare ware all hys uayis dwne. 2 

"A. n. That ilke yere in -til Y oglanol 
I 3GJ. The second Decle was fast wedaml 

Of th e osbgis bydanrl thare 
For the King Dlwy eleele tL.~u ware : 
TLe Erlys son of Suthirlanrl 
In that Ded deit in Yngl:tn•l ; 
And of ~loraue Schir Thoruas 
Dtlde th:.t:) ere in London w:-.s." 3 

J:.'Jwer, writing mueh later than the two authors named, simply ampliftcs Fordun'd 
arl'onnt, adding that John, ~laster of Sutherland , dierl nt Lincoln aLout the Sth vi 
S•!ptt•mber 1361.4, From the statements of these writers, the first of whom "''"~ 
act.nally a contemporary, it is impossible to doubt that J uhn, Master of SutberlanJ, 
W:l3 the only child of Princess Margaret Bruce, and that he died without issue.5 

I F ordnu's IIistory, edition 1S7t, vol. i. 
p. 318; vol iL p. 31::?. 

2 The Orygynal Cronykil of Scotland. Be 
Androw of \\'yntoun. Edited by Da\-id 
l>lacpherson, vol. ii. pp. 66, 67, Book viii 
C.>p. vii. l ines 1::!5-13:!. 

3 Ibid. Book viii. cap. rii. lin es 91-9S. 
4 Fordnn a Goodall, vol. ii. p. 366. 
6 I n the celebra ted Sutherland Peerage 

l'a~e. between the years 1766-17 71, the 
VOL. I. 

·coun~el for Lady Elizabeth Sutherhn•l, th~ 
successfu l claimant, at first adopted th~ 
view that the Sutherland family were de
scended from John, the son of Princess ~1:\r
gar"t and William, Earl of Sutherland. In 
the tabular geue:J.Io,;y appenJed to the print.·. ! 
Case J ohu is stated as the fifth Earl oi Sn th<·r· 
land, and ancestor of the subseqnBnt eark 
Sir Tiobert Goruon, the opJ•Osing claim:mt, 
pointed out in his Supplement:J.l C:1.•~ th::.t 

F 
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· There is another comi•kratiun, 11 hio:h of it~ l' lf e•Hll'l ll oirc ly pr·n·c~ t!t:lt after the 
rl t>:lt h uf J oh n there ll'a~ nu i~:mc ~u nil'in~ of tltt~ n,:uria;::P of E:Irl \Yilli:llll wi th th e 
l 'rinccss l\Inrgarct. The (·arldom ·of :'ut],er] :,rnl w:ts er~ct~· l Ly Kin g D.~vitl the 
Second, in 1 3·1 :J, iutu a n•gality in Lruur of them an• I the heir.> of tll('ir murri:~ge, 

Lu t thi,; privil,•;;e of regality t:ntir.:ly lap>etl upon the o.lrath of E:t rl \\'ill i:1 rn. "\s it 
a!l'e rt tl merely the l'arltlom •)f Suth••rlawl, anrl was enti rely !\i,tinct from the other 
t crrit c•rial grants of t hau~~~-" ami latub marie on t hi.> o~ca,ion J,y the kin~, the right 
of regali ty blwultl certainly h:t•;e e"utinu•:ll to the de;;ccmlan ts of t l.i-; lll ar riage had any 
cxistru other than J uhn. J;tlt it entirely tlioapJ•Cars from the faulily after Ea rl Wil 
liam's lie:~th, unt il it was re~to re• l in 1 COl , by a r<'g rant in expn·:;s terms frum Kin g 
.Jamc·s the Sixth in favour Llf Juhn. twelfth Earl nf !-:utherlauu, for hi s own !Jt?rsonal 
scn·iees to tLe kiu g, nn·l not n> inlu·ritor of the ro>g:di ty tlnon~h uescent. 

l!e~i·ie .,, the fifth Earl of :=:urhcrlanrl, in 13G.J, ol,taincd from King Dand the 
Scconcl a re~mut of tile half-t~l:tlla;fe of FormartiP.c, iu ALt:rJ(;cush in•, which he ha•l in 
p:>s,essiou at the time. Th.: fh.;;t grant was ma•lc, a~ formerly state.!, in 13-!5, to the 
earl and the Pr:nee>> ~Iar!;ant, anJ the heirs of their marriage. But ou thh occa>ion 
it i:; to the c:nl aurl the h ~in-male of hi.< Lotl y. Th is alteration in the dt)stination, 
coming thu;; after the Jeath of th•• prince;;s anJ her son, J oh n, corroborates the other 
eritlcnce alre:~dy 6tated, that t l1erc ·wa > no i ~~nc tht n ~un iving to fulfil the fnrmcr 
destination, a11• l that the lanJ:; were intended by the 111; w a11u extcnd~::d grant to 
de.'lceuu to the carl's is.';ue by any other mr:rriage. 

J ohn, the only son of Princess .:-ra rgarct, clied 
without issue while a ho.ta;,;e in Englaurl, 
and then Lord Haile~, in writing the Snpple
mr· ntal Case fvr La•ly Eli z11.heth, omitted 
J oh n as an Earl of Sutherland. In l~tte rg 

to the bw-a.~ent of t he Sutherland family 
be says ; "It is im possible ior us t o rebin 
J ohn, the hostage, i. e. the fiith earl. I have 
wade the best excuse I could for uur former 
error." And again, " I wish we had not 

mccldled with J uhn, the hosb~e. I suspect 
t hat he di,] not carry on the line of the 
family, bnt tb:J.t his broth.:r 'William, wen
titmetl in Ry me r, did, anrl that the I:obert 
in our peJigr€e "as hi.<, not a son of John." 
[ Lett~rs iu Suthcrlaml CLarter-che>t.] I n 

· t his, howe\·er, t lae eminent counsel was 
again in error, for, as has been al ready 
show n, tl, is W illiam was apparently ille
gitimate. 
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TnE THA:" .\ GE" :tnu uthe r Cr-ow:-; L.\:->I·s gran thl t.y hi:->G D .\Ylf, 1111: ~I:U•:"C• t, 

\\"IJ. LT.\\1 1 FI FTH E.u:L OF St'T l!t'l~L\:->D , as marria_;;e portion \',ith tlte l 'r.I~·ll.-, 

1\l .\P.GA l~ l:T l:RL·u:, si.,re r of the Ki ng. 

h hig memoir of \\-illiam, fi fth E:n l of Snthcrlauol, Si r F: ol•ert Gonl()n !'!t ll lllC·t:t~t·~ 
at great length the thauago:s and other lanJ.;; which King Dm·i,J .Cwrr gr:lltt•:• l t•> 

t he e:trl in order t Ll testify his great farour and goo(i1vill tuwanh him. li e ~tat<'.' !l.at 

illl metl iately after King Dm·iJ was ran~nrueJ anJ returned into f-i cutland, lte c .• II< I ,, 
)•:trliament, ~·herei n he disinherited r.ubert Stewart, J.i .;; clucst si.'-tt·r's o•Jil, a.;; lw: r
ltJ•r:m:nt tn the crown, because he wa.~ the chief iw<trnnten!; of tl tc overthrow :1t 

1 lnrham, aUl! re~olr~d to adopt Alexander, son of the Earl of ~ntl wrl:ntd, n.-; LL·ir In t ],,. 

t hrone; antl that on the appoint mt'n t of l1is son, Al<.>xander, as h,·ir-apJ•arc:. t ,J 1!,~ 

cro1m of Scotb.nu, the earl g,t\'e aw:ty many of hi.;; hnol~ to his frieHtls, iwlwlir:; tb· 
t hauages of F L>rmart ine, Aucrluthnot, Kiutore, Kineartliue, anol Fctt ~rl'a irn, :lltd ti n! 
Cra;; of llu11nottar, to tlte fl ay5, Fra~ers, Goruo u:<, Sindairs. anol othl'r:., tlti11ki P~ tl •.. t 
in ret urn t hey wonhl tillJ•purt his son AlexanJ er in his title tu the crtl\\'11. l :•tt in th .t: , 
ad.Js ~ir I:ol.ot:rt, the earl wa., disappointed, for his snn "\h·x:ullhr, lor·i u:; ;:i·,, :r in 
J•lo:ol ;;c to r~main in .Cngl:m•.l until the ransuru-muney fur the kiu.:;, bi:; Ul!t:l.:, ''.,; )'·•:·! , 
,J i.:d at l,.n~olnn.l 

'l'!t l'se ~tatt•JJJ ~ll t-> of ::ii r Rolocrt Goruun are inaccurat e, an•l lte i.-1 ii!II··l >:•··l f r 
them tu ll t'ctn r ] :o~cct> , wlto, howe>er, correct ly gires .Jol:n as t he n:llliC ut' tl..: ,. n 
.,f the Eio<tc r uf Davitl the SeeonJ, though he incorrectly gi \·es her uamc a.~ Jan<·. l'u~ 
iu chronicl ing the lleath of tlti_, J ohn, I:oece lourie;; tl.o> hopes an t! expc.-tati••n . .; ,,f : : ... 

Earl of ::iuthc:rlan•l t hat hi;; S•Jll would succeed to t l:e Scotti~h etown, wl .ich ~!r l: .. •.,·r' 
tr ic~ to supJ•Ort by gid ng the princess another sr:m, the AlcxanJcr referred to, "] .. , i
au (·ntirdy mythical per~onage . Sir l~obe rt also prob.1bly accqJtcu But'L'e 's ll :u r:~t i,··· 
as a sufli ·icn t explanatio1n why the land~ which were giYen in uowry wi th the Ptill'-'l''·' 
:,fargaret .Cruce di• l not uesccnt! to the heirs of Earl \\'i lliam.2 It may, hv,,-e, cr, 1 • .: 

interesti ng and iutitructi\'e t" c-o:ls iJe r in fuller uetai} the hititory of the St!\'Cra] tJ.aa:•d•··i 
nut! other ervwn la1llb in qae-tion. They were-

( I) The thanage of Du1r ny, in tl te shire of F01f:11'; 
(2) The thanage of KinearJiue, with the cas tle or manor place anJ park tl:crc,.f ; 
(3) The thanage of Fetterc:~ irn ; 

( 4) The than age uf Abe rlnthnnt, in tlt e shire of Kin cardine; 
1 Gtncalogy, pp. 5 1, 53. ~ Bellen•len's Eocce, £d. I S:!~. \'Ol. ii. !'-·I l ). 
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(.5) The half of the thnna~cs of Furmarti ne anu KintorP, in the sh ire of AlJeruecn ; 
( G) Tbt: L.trutty of l'l,my in ..:'.Uc' r•ICl'll~hire ; ami 
(7) The Crag uf Dllllllottar in the euun ty uf Kiucar<l ine. 

All the thanagcg wcre grante•l ttno!er the eollllitiun that they sltou],], in tenus of their 
cou~titutiun as t hanage.~, re\·ert to t he Crown, if the earl auu the l'rillet· s~ .Jiargard 
dece:tseu without I ~avin; a s~m·iving heir uf thl'ir bodie~ ; but resenatiun wa~ 

ma<le to .Jlatiltb Je !-1rnet\ the kin;;'s s i ~ter , uf her r ight to the half of the thmwgcs of 
Formartine anti Ki ntore, acconling to the king':; grant to her thereof, if she surrirrd 
Iter ~btcr :'llargare t. The IJ:,runy c•f Clnuy a.w l t he Crag uf Duunuttar were grantt:J 
wi thout any proviso of renrsion to the l'rowu. l 

On the rc'tnrn of tlJC king from his captivity in Englantl, provision rer1uiretl to b~ 
mat!e for the ruyal houst.:hulcl. I11 the parliament lt eltl at ~cone on Gth l\ un:mbc r 
13.5 7, an art was passed that the king :>hott.!u re~Hme into his own hands all !antis, 
rents ami poo:sessions which Jt.,, ] Leen grantc<l Ly him tu any per:'on, ancl t],at all 
such lauds and rents that aneirutly belouge,] t o the Crown shuulu remain wholly aiHI 
perprtu:tlly in his lnmt!s, so that the cumruunity which was buruene• l with 1is ransom 
should nut be further oppretiseu fur his expenses ; tlJat the ki ng ohc•uld renew his oatl1 
not to alienate his Iautlti, auu that no revokeu Janus shoulu be alienate<! wirhont 

mature eouuse\. 2 

King David Ji,] not, bowenr, resume posse:;siou of the Iantis of t he Earl of Su ther
land, who was then, aluug with Juhn his son, a ho.,tage in Euglautl for payllltnt of the 
ki ug's rausolll. The accounts of Williaru .JJeldnun, sumetime ~heritf of Aberdeen, anu 
his snecessDr in o!.ficc, in l J5a, show that the Exchcrp1cr haLl rcceiml no receipts ~ince 
the year 1348 from the thana;;es of Formartiue and Ki nture, Leause thebe harullit:s 
had been in the hanus of the Earl of Sntherlaud auu of Thomas Ysaac, who hau 
married the Princess ~btilu:t . 3 Similarly no receipts were oLtaiueu from the thanages 

1 VoL iii of th ia work, pp. 12-15 . 
2 Acts of the Parliament.> of Scotland, 

v ol. i. p. 492. 
3 Exchequer R olls of Sco tlancl, \"ol. i. pp. 

5-IG, 5.51. Tb e;e two baronies uf Formar
t ine anrl Kintore are sbtet l in R .. Lertwu's 
Index of ,\Ji;,"iug Charters t o ha,· e Leen gi\"Cn 
at first to ,\b tilob de Btu) s, "To :\l.,t.: l<l 
Bruce, sister t o th e k mg, "f the lanols oi 
Fronterteine and t hana.c;c of Kint•Jre," p. :;6, 

X o. 2. T hey are m~n.tioned as in her hands 
by t he will of the k ing in 13-tS [Exchequer 
R ulls, vol. i. p. 542], whe n h er husband is 
not allndeJ t o. An earli er g rant was matl e 
of these an<l oth Pr lands tn R ana],l :\l ore, 
chamberlain (iu 13:!!l). H e receives a charter 
of the J .. n<IR of Funn el tdne, Akiutur, Oboyn, 
:\lctkle :\[o rfy, Dnuny and Caverays, whilk 
" as Iso.Lel Dal liol's, heir to Thoma.> D.l!Lol. ., 

[l:obertson's lr t<l ex, ]'·53, ~o. G.] 
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------------------------------------------------
1,f Al•erlnthnut, Ki ncardine, r cttercairn, tln: Park of K!nt':tr•line, the castle a1, 1 k.,; 11 

, .f th<.: o.LIIl.:! , l_,_ ·~.;{; th·:.<f' Wt•rc ir. t.hc lJ ;Ir.do of th !) F·nl t)l Suthcrhu,J by grant ,,f tl '.' 
J;i ng.l A simihr cu try fur the thrt'•l tcru16 ]• rcccJin;; E.to;ter l :i 50, occur.'! a~ t.1 t!:·· 
t han:1~c of D,:rwuy, because uf the maniage of t he kin:;';; ;;istcr, wh il..: it iJ sLLtt- 1 in 
the same ~ ceo1 111t that nothing wa> got from the f0urtu r·:ut of .\Iony~.:kl.y, ],..,·.u1 ••• ! 

uf the unju-;t alictution tlwreof, wl.J ich was t o be resLr>cJ till the cowiug of tb1! L.1r! 

of ~u therlan•l into the kiu;.:•l<!UL~ 

As already narrated, King Davi•l granted to the E.:trl of Sntherlau<l the L:~runy ,,f 

Urqulmrt in I nn:rucsa-shire in PXr~.m!.ion for all the l.u!l!s in Kincanl ine wh i··h tl1~ 

earl hatl obtaineu with the king's ~bter. TJ,e charter of L"r.1uh:.ut docs nut no1Y rxi>t. 

am! uu uther record La> been Jis.:o\"ere• l of the earl's connection therewith. 1:ut 1:-: 
remained in ]'f>3sessio n of the Kiac:~rdiu~shire laud d, fJr eoon afterward~ the ki:•:.; 
fnlly rati fieJ the grant which ht:: had m:~•le to \V illiam, Earl of Sutherland, aH•l ti.e 
late l\[;lrg.lrct Brui.'c, hi; dParest sister, of the barony of Downy, ctc. 3 In tLi~ 6•·•:••!1 1 

charter of th e Jan,Js thus granted to the earl iu free m.,rriage, they arc all, wi:h :lw 
single exception of Kintorc, c.llleJ baronies. In the e;ulil'r charrcr thL·y wn0 ,· .• r:,.,f 
t i mua~c ~, auu th ey are after wards occasionally so called. At this ti mo aJs., t l:.! Liu~ 
tuaolc a rl'- grant to th e earl and the heir6-male uf l1is bu. ly, of the half ut" t in~ t l •. •u.:.;.: 

uf Folmartiuc.t 

l n t he parliamen t held at Scone in Scptewucr 13G7, nn act w ::ts ] W.-.< I i ·r t '.'-' 

) •ll rJ >O:iC Qf makiug pro1 i ~ion for the kiug's ho u~c hold : and ouc uf its rc'"Jl:ni :1, '' .... 

that al l dumi nical an•! othe r lands, rents, kains, ofiices, etc. , which bdut•.;•·d I•• t. ,. 

L'rown at th e ti we of King P obert's deatb, antl Jurin6 the time of Ki ng Akx:ll:dcr tl.·· 

T hi rd, shou!J l•e resum ed ; aml that the grants made, even uy Kin g lJavi,J !.iu.o . .:i, 
~l wnl• l Le revoketl 5 As a conse<tncnce, at the uext au·1it of Exchequer, quc,ti"IIS ar .. >X· 

R~ to the paymcu t uf ren ts due frnm the land:! revoked, and in t ile Exdwqu• ·r l'u1: r: 

bcl.J :~t Edin burgh in J anua ry IJ GI -8, it is stated that, by the kiug'<> 11ill, 1·:,n '" ' 

eutr!cs in the accouu t$ of t he ,heritl's renudetl at P erth iu Jan uary were left lk] •<'tal.:u t 

t ill the next council meeting tu be hdd at EJinbur::;h on the I 7th of F cl•ruary. .\ 

1 Acconut of William de Ketb. shc ritf of 
KyncarJme, from ~lnrt i n n&as 133i to 5th 
April 1339. Excheq ner Rolls, voL i. p. 5S3. 

2 Ex cheop1er g ,IJs, \'ol. i. pp. 3S!J, 5!JO. 
3 l'erth, ~4 th July J:J:)!l. Y11l. iii. of t his 

w urk, I'· 17 . Robe1·taou's l u•lex, pp . .t!l, (;:!, 

Xo. 53. 
' Dundee, 30th July !3G.i. YoL iii. of 

this work, p. Z l. llobcrt$oc's Iedet, p. Ct;, 

No.~-
• ~ Acts of the Parli:unents of ScotboJ. 
vol. i. p. 501. 
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list is gi nn of the Jan ,J., re>okr• l, in whidt the Earl uf Sutherlancl, a] ,,ng with the 
s,e ,r.:.rJ l'f :3t:vtLuJ, ~:r \Yil!iam I~dth, the Earl of )Iar• h, Sir \biter Lt·,lie, aud 
many oth er«, b nam crl as atrectc,] J,y thi.'i rt:\'Ut':!tiun, aml tJ ,c Hllt•s he had !••tid t•• 
the Crown art! ~Lted. D,·,-i•le' £ 1,; fur the a~size uf tl !e t arld .. m of ~uth•·rlatu l 

itself, the f(;nns of t he thanages l• f Fcmuartine anrl Ki ntore arc ~tatetl , the fir,t 
exten tl inf; to £63, 3s. ::?.!., :uuJ t he secowl to .-t ~!:'. In 1\ inr:mlinl', the kaiu of t Le 
!awl$ of AlJctluthuot \\ <13 ::? Os.; the dotuiuieal lau•ls of 1\: inrardiue, with the lllill of 
the thanagc, anJ twu tow ns of Cr:~ gnortht oun, are worth of .,],] £::!.3, Os. 4tl.; t l.e 
than:tgl) of Al.e rluthu•)t w~s worth of old, Lc:,;ic]es the Iantis giftcJ Ly J~ing Tiohfrt, 
£:)0, l :.ls. -i ·l ; the tLanage of Fdtcrcairn was of the \'alue of £2G, 3s. ·hl., and the 
thauage of Downy £::?0, l 3s. 4cJ.l 

The Crown lawb fur which the;;e reub were cxig-ibit! :~re, with the excf'ptiou of 
Formartinc and Kiuturr, of which t he owner,hip is uot state,), describ.;d ;~s btdy iu the 
banJs of the Earl of ~utherbnJ, ~howin,; that they were re>okeJ in tenus of the an. 

This w:\~ the sccoutl act of rel'uc:l tion pa :>oc<l J,y the t•::uli:1111 ent of King T> ari•L Tl. c
fir~t, iu 135 i , dicl not affect the carl's po:'ses~ i ons , Lut this act JiJ, thuugh how fur 
this was owiug to the fact that John ~1lth crh1llu, the sun of Lady :'llar;,;art:t Bruer,\'::\~ 

then dead, i ~ not certain. It b prubaLk that the revocation woulJ hare taken cfi'cct iu 
any case, but his death t1 •)ubtk;~ af1'ecteJ tJ,e future J i~ ],osi ti on of the lands. Certain 
of th em were rcgranteJ to, and continue•! to be hehl l,y, the Earl of Sutherlanrl, but 
t:ndently on ly iu liftrent, which sntlicic·ntly explains why the lands Jid uot ut·sceuJ tu 

hi3 heirs. Tim~ Kiug DaviJ , iu tl .e las t year of !tis r~ign , granteJ to \ \"alter Le>lie, 
knight, the fee ancl rc\·ershn of the thauages of Kiue;tr•l iue, A berln thnot, and Fdtc·r

cairn, in the sheritfdorn of E: incarclin, " of wh irh th r frank-tentmeut now exi:;ts in t l:c 
hanJ of \\'i lliam, Earl of Suthirlan<l "; to be helJ Ly hi m an•l Enfamia uf Roos, h:s 
~ ron;,c.'L These t haunges, aertlrclingly, on the dr :~th of Earl \ \'ill iam, p;~~seJ itJ to the 

l-' "S~essio n uf Sir Walter Lcolic ; an• l he iti suun after fouuJ e.xcrci ~ing his ri gltt~. 

King I:obe rt the Sccc>ud, in l;); 8, gr:~utt:J to Patrick of I nnerpefii, burgess of DunJPc, 
t l.e king 's Janus of Balma]e,Jy, B:dmeth11arh, Smythyltill, Jl altoun, anJ Aterln th
nut, iu the sLire of KincarJine, which Lelongetl to Walter of Le~l y, k nic;ht, anJ 

I Acts of the Parliament3 of s~otlantl, vol. i. 
l'l'· 5:!S-53 l. The last eutry apr,ears t o 
intlicate that t he l:atl of Sutherlant.l had tLe 
ftan k- tenc rneut oi Duwny . 

2 r~rth, ~7 th February ! 3G9-70. r. egis
trnm ) lagni Sigilli, \' Ol. i. p. il, Xo. :! !::?. 

l :obertson's lwlcx, 1'· G5, Xo. 15, alsop. S9, 
No. ~4:? . 
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l:uf:unia. hi., spuusc, anJ were n:,,igne, \ by the saiJ l\' al ter. 1 The kin;; r .•gr.\utt>tl t1 11: 

c.:..·: j,, free b.non,r a f. •\'; Y•'·tr-; lat.nr.~ 

The J ispnsition of the rest of the buJ-; given to J:ad IYillia m, au.l resnll!et! hy the 
< ·row n, may !Je briefly noteJ. 1\:ing- no bert the t:ee .. nd granted to Alex:uukr "f 
l.yit , J.-~ay t!te thauagc of Dowuy, in tlte <lii re of Forfar, us a haro11y, allll to J .. hn, 
J::trl of ~[nmy, his son-in-law, the tl tnnage of Kintorc, rc~en·ing to t il': kin;; all 
t t•n:\ll t.~ , kains, c t l~ . , ti ne to him. 3 An·! he regran te tl the latter, with teuamlries au,J 
k :~i n ~, etc .. except the Jan us of Tbaynstouu, at Kincardine, :?;),j ,January, tll'ellth yrar 

pf rl'i;;n [ 1381 -:!]. 4 Fonuart ine was fi rst given to .John, Earl of Carr ick, tbc k in~·s 
el,l c~t sou, to whom th e barony of 'Cn1ulwrt lt:ld abo b l'Pil gi ,·en. T liis is a.,cert<t iucd 
frout a st:1temcnt by King l!oLert the ~ reond in a cunncil held at Perth on i th .June 
I :l S ~ , that it \\'US no t his intcntiull , in giring the lawb of Form:~rtine t o !Ji~ cJ.Jc~t ~"II, 

t•J t ransfer to him the secon:I tithe~ Utte from the ren ts to t he church nnJ l·i:-h·•p rd' 
Alu:nlLcn ; nor was it his sun's intention to do so in hestowing them on J allll:.-; 1>f 
I ywl e;.:ly '· ncpoti no;;tro." 5 F ur the retlemption of R::tlldulp\1 J e 1\•rcy, an EngJi,h 
ktti ;;h t, King F: oLcrt the Third grautc•l Formartiue anJ other lauds, re'-igiteJ hy ~it· 
J.tmc' ,,f Limll·;;ay, to Sir Henry of Preston, who was tLe founder of t lte Luuily of 

l 'n ·>' t•l!l of Furmarti nc.~ J 
Thr half-lawls of Cluny, in Auerdceushire, rame into the possc;;sion l• f Alrx:m•J,·r 

K('ith , l •ll wh ose resignation they ~r e re granted Ly King JtoLert the TJ ,ir. l tu J oh n 
!lJ.lzd l. a! on;; wi th 0ther lamls. 7 The Crag of Dunnottar came into J•Cls;;e,-,ion ' ,f 
!:'i r William LitHlsay of tiJC Byres, who, "ith conRe ut of Chrbtian Keith, !tis wife, in 
130::!, entereJ into a contrac t of excambion with Sir \Yilliarn Kei th, mari.,chal of 
~eotlanJ , and ..\Iargarct Fraser, his spouse, by which the Lu11ls of Ugt rethrestrothr·r 
vr Struther . .:, PettinJreich, anJ \\'ester :Jiarkinrh, in Fi fe, were giYcn by the rnari.-chal 

an•! Ids wife for the ca; tle anJ estate of D unnottar. 8 

1 Dat~d at D undee, 28th December, ninth 
year of r eigu [1 378]. g egis t rum ~1 agni 

!' i;:illi , vol. i. p. 152. 
~ Dundee, 28th July [13 S3]. Ibid. p. 170. 
3 2Gth August 1375. I bid. p. 140. 
4 11J id.p.16l. 
5 Precept, 8th June 138 ~. in Registrum 

Episcovatus .A Lerd onensis, >ol. i. p. 138. 
6 2Sth September 13!JO. R egis trum ::'l lagni 

S igilli , vol. i. p. 18 4. 
T Robertson 's I ndex, p. 138, X o. 30. 
B T he Frasers of Philortb, LorJs Saltonn, 

vol. L p. 85. 
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Lui\· :'I I.~ t :(;AI:I::r STE\L\.I:T (oF BrcHA:"), 1113 Cou,:.;n:s:::>. 

c. 1310-144:?. 

A
FTEJ~ the de~th of \\~il]i ,~m, the fifth earl , the h u.slm1d of the Princes~ 

~Ia.rgaret Druce, Su l .oloert Gordon states that .Tohu, the first of 

that name, Earl of Sutherland, succccdetl and married .JiaLelb, d:mgltte r of 

the Earl of :\larch, by whom he had t\\'O sous, X icolas and Hector. Sir 

}~obc rt also alleges that this .John, Earl of Sutherland, with otlter prominent 

Scots, joined in the inroa.J in to E1.gland in 13SS v;hen the memoraLle battle 

of Otterbmn wn;.; f•)tight, in whkh the Scots were victorious, H enry Percy, 

popularly knowu ag "Ilotspu r," and Tialph P ercy, two so11s of the Earl of 

Korthumherland, with many others, being takeu prisoners. J ames, Earl of 

Douglas r.ud nlar, was amoug the slai11, and his tragic death was long 

mourned both in vrose an d poetry by th e Scots as that of their greatest 

leader. As usual, Sir Tio'Lert Gordon makes his Gorllon ancestors figu re very 

gaJlantly throughout all the great b:.1ttles fought during this period. Sir 

. Robert closes the memoir \':ith the statement th:~.t E:.1rl John died in his own 

country much regretteu, and was buried at D ornoch in the sepulchre of his 

fathers in the year 1389.1 

Sir Uobert also devotes a chapter to· Xicobs Sutherland, Earl of Suther

land, and alleged son :md successor of Earl J ohn, detailing some con

troversies bet ween him and the ;.rackays in Stratlmavcr. H e then describes 

the great clan fight Lefore the king at Perth, between the clan Chattan and 

clan K ay, in the year 1396, which has in modem times been commemorated 

by a magic hand in the Fair ;.raid of P ertb, and finally states that E:.1rl 
1 Genealogy, pp. 54-57. 





liiS EIRTIJ AXD SL'CCE.':J'SI OX. 

X it:uh~ dietl in 139 !) ::uHl wm; bmieJ at lJornuch ; auJ tlnL Hnto Lita 

L'" ufortunaldy fu r lhe•,; 

stalt:ments, later inves tigations prove tlwt there was no .) ohn aml ll ' J 

::\i..:olas, E:~ rl s of Sutherland in succession to \ Yilliam, tlte fiflh Knl, who.;;..; 

~on J ohu, having preJcccasetl him, never was Earl of Sutherland. 

The successor of Earl \\rilliam was unclouLtedly HoLert, who i:; styled Earl 

of SutltcdanJ in 1389, when he was a wit ness to the ecclesiast ical decr. :e 

pronounced against Alexander Ste,,·,-:. rt, E arl of I~ uchan, in regard to his wi f,! 

Euphemia Ross.2 Ile was cer taiu ly the son of a " \\rilliam, Earl of Snth•:r

lnnd,'' and Lonl H ailes makes him the granJsou of t he brotl1cr-in-law of 

David the Second, assuming that the latter \\·as a Yery old m:~n. Dut t!te 

llll:sl•a tHl of .:\ fal'g<uet Dr uce Leing comparatively young when he succcctbl 

tu t he t:arl,lom, the appearance of E arl l~obert in 138!) renders it J•roLaul t: 

t i:at li e was the son anu uot the grandson of \Yill bUl, the fi ft h catP 

lt i~ prohalJ!y Earl Hobert who figures iu the pages of Froi.ssart n..> one ur 
l lw.i •J ~.:a rl 5 au ll r.oulcs who in 138 -1 \velcolllcu Si r Geofl'rey Cknney auJ ],i .; 

colllpn.uious M visitors to ScotLmu, and for their pleasure organi::;d a r.lid 

iutu EugLm tl . Tl w carl was also one of those who in . the following yc;u 

gree ted Sir .JoLn de Yicnnc and his company who came as an expedition from 

France to wage war against England from the Scottish frontier. H e wJ.s 

!•resent when the barons of France waited on the King of Scot:;, and mn.y 

hare Lt.:en among those who "were much r t:j oiccJ" when an inYasiou of 

E ngland was resolved upon.• W hether he j oined the .expeditiou which 

followed is not stated, but Le was not one of those magnates who shareJ in 

the distribution of the 40,000 francs of gold which de Yieune brought witlt 

1 Geoe;1!ogy, p. 53. 
2 Regis tmm ~loraviense , p. 35! . 
3 Earl Willi:~m, if he died in 1370, coulol 

•cucdy h:~ve been more th<ln 55 y e:~ rs of "-ge, 

)" OL. I. 

and his younger brother Xichob s was sti ll 
al ive more t h :~n t hirty ye;1rs later [ cf. vol. iii. 
of t his work, p. ~2]. 

• Frois;;1rt, Johnes' EJitiun, vul. ii. p. 4:1 

G 
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ltim from Fr~uce. These were clti.,Oy appropriu.t£.:•1 lJy such uoLles as !tad 

suffered most from th e English invasions of 1385. 

Froissart is also the authority wh ich tells us that the Earl of Sntherln.nd 

attenJed the meeting of Scottish nobles anll their followers which took place 

at South dean in the Forest of J edLnrgh, anJ wltich resnlteJ in the bat tl~ of 

Otterburn. Ire came th ere in pursuance of a resolution entered into at a 

meeting in Aberdeen in the summer of 13SS, to t ake advantnge of the 

disputes between the English king and his noLles and make a raiLl into 

England on a large scale, partly in rebliation for th e Engli~h invasion under 

Hichard the Second in person three yenrs previously. The result of the 

asseruubge at SouthJean ic; well known. The Scottish leaders divided tlteir 

force in to t wo unequal por tions, the slnallcr of wlticlt, untler Jam es, second 

Earl of Douglas and ::\Iar, marchetl direct to :N ewcastle-on-Tyne, and ravaged 

Durham almost t o the confinrs of Yorkshire. On their return th e battle of 

Otterburn \Yas fough t, where Douglas was slai n. 1\Ieanwhile the larger 

division, nnder I:obert Stewart, E arl of Fife anJ ::\Ienteith, Archibald Douglas, 

LorJ of Galloway, and others, entered England by the 'Western ::\ larches nnd 

advanced towards Carli.sle.1 It was to this force tlt at the Earl of Sutherlaml 

was attached, but its doings have not been recorJed by the Scottish hi storians. 

I n the year following the battle of Otteruurn, 1389, Hobert, Earl of 

Sutherland, "'as, as already stated, concerued in an important matter affecting 

the family circle of Alexander Stewart, Earl of Bucltan. That nobleman, the 

fourth son of King Robert tl te Second, anJ better known as "The ·wolf of 

Badenoch," married, in 13 8 ~, Euphemia, Countess of Ross, J anghter of 

1 Froissart, J ohnes' Edition, voL ii. pp. 362, 
36! . It may be noted that Froiss art nam~s 

t his Earl of ~utberbnd J ohn, '\ hich may 
account for Sir Robert Gonion's statement , 
b ut as Froissart also speaks of a William, Earl 

of Fife, Stephen, Earl of Menteith, and Wil
liam, Earl of ~Iar, none of whom t hen 
cxistcrl, his accuracy as regards Scott ish 
names is not U! be relied on. 
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I ~:nu, Earl of n oss. H e deserted be t· for a woman nameJ. " ~la.riota filia 

.A tltyu," and on 2J. l\ovember 1389 , he was orJaincLl lJy the lJi , !t o p~ uf 

~Ioray anJ Rosa to liYe with h is wife, and lJeeame lJounJ. not to maltreat lter 

unJer a penalty of £ ::!00. The decree against the E arl of Ducltau was pro

llOnnccJ in the Church of the Friars preachers of Inverness. The E arl of Suther

land was not ouly a witness to the proceeJings, but was named by Buchan , 

who was also present, as one of the sureties for his ful fi lment of the tcnns of 

the dccree.1 This office Earl llobert accepted, prouably on account of his re

lationsltip to the Earl of Buchan, whose Jaughter he appears to have marrieJ. 

There is no fur ther mention in any record or charter of Robert, E:ul of 

:-; utherlanJ, until the year HOI, but au iuciJeut which Sir Robert Gonion 

assigns to the year 1395 may relate to him. Sir Robert states that t!Je Earl 

"f Snthcrlaml at that date, whom he calls Xicholns, appoin ted a mediu;.: at 

llingwall with the LorJ of the Isles (probably .Alexander of tl1e I sles, LurL! uf 

Ln~hal.Jt'r) aml others to bring about a reconcilia tion 1etweeu llirnself awl the 

~l.td:ap uf Strathua\·er. The part ies met anJ were loJgeJ in the ca:'ltk t•f 

1 liu~wall, Lnt unfortunately the Earl of Sutherbnd anJ the elJer ~Iack:ty 

'Ilr:nrdleJ OYer t he subject of dispute, and the earl, in the heat of passion, 

killeJ both the elder ~hckay anJ his son, escaping to his own country with 

dilllculty from the vengeance of their followera.2 

In J anuary 1401 E arl Robert granted to his brother, K enneth of Suther

lanJ, and his heirs-male, the lauds of Drumrnoy, Torrish, and Dackies, giYing 

common pasture in the land called, in English, the Glen, to all the inhaLi

tau ts of t he land of Backies. The earl resened to himself and his heirs the 

1 P..egistrum ~Ioraviense, p. 30-t 
: C: cncalogy o£ the Earls o£ Sutherburl, 

p . .'iS. Some doubt has been thrown on this 
•t,ry, ancl an opiuion has been expressed 
t ha t in any case the date must be erroneous. 

On this point, howe>er, as Si r Robert \.or
don appears to be t he sole authority for t Lo 
tr:uiition, there is not sufficient evirlencc t n 
warrant a definite judgmen t. H e may ha..-e 
u:istakeo the date. 
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mill calleJ the mill of Dunrubin, with the cro ft lying LehYcen the mill Md 

the water r unning on th e wes t sille of th r· croft ; aL;o the fat fish coming 

to the hwls of Drnmmoy awl };,ll.!kies, except tl1e fish cnlled "T'ellokis," 

which alone the grantee should be all•m-ed to carry holllc, and about, which 

no question sl10nltl Le raiscrl by th e earl or llis lteirs. The grantee as tenant 

of the lands of Ihd:ies \vas uounrl to ean~c carry milbtones to the mill of 

Dunrol>in, the millhomc to be maintained nccording to ancient custom. 

Similar service was due to the lllill of Kil mal ie fur the lands of Drnmn1 oy, 

the lauds of };,,ckics ancl Dnnnnmy l>eing free of multure. :Further, fa iling 

K enneth Sutherland anJ ltis male heirs, the lands ·were to revert to the Earl 

and his heirs. I 

This charter is saiJ t •) he chteJ at the cnstle of Dnnrobin, the first 

reference in authentic record to that builJiug. Sir l~obert Gordon asserts 

t hat l lunwuin was foumlell al>out the year 1100 by an imaginary Robert, 

Earl of Sutherland, and was "so called from his name; for D oun-Hobin 

signefieth the mote or hill of Hobm t." .Anotht.:r suggestion by a more recent 

writer a!; to the name and founding of the C'astle is, that ilmay be ascribed to 

Rafn, "one and apparently the chief of seYeral prefects left to rnle the 

country 1y f:ognwalJ Gndrollson, in the re:ign of K ing \Yilliam the Lion, and 

subsequently in 1222 pr.::scnt at the death of Dishop .-\Jam, whom he had in 

vain ach·ised to conciliate the infuri:1tcJ populace." 2 The same writer says 

that, from Sir n obert Gordon's rlcscription in 1630 of the site of the castle as 

"a place seated upon a round mote," it may fairly be inferred to have taken 

the place of a more ancient edifice, one of those curious st ructures k nown 

as Pictish Towers. This is poss iule, but it is not iruprouable that as we 

I Charter, dated 2~ rl J an uary 140 1, cited at length in Origines Parochiales, vol ii. 
p. 673 ; conti n nen by Hobrrt, Duke of .\ lb:\ny, in 1108, vaL iii. of this work, p. 22. 

1 Origines ParocbiJ1es, ,·ol. ii. p. 68 I uote. 
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have the first mention of the castle only iu 1401, the suLjcct of the prcs.:ut 

111e11wir, it uot dH~ f•;uudt:l', was t ltc .Grst of tlw Earl s of Sntherlallll to U::,e 

tlte l>uilding as a resideuce, and that it was named from ltim. 

Hobert, sixth Earl of Suth erland, held the earldom for seventy years, 

cluring a gn~at pa1t of which both higlJlnnds and lowlands were in a troubled 

nntl unsettled com1ition. Sir l :ouert G01·don accordingly fiml s ample tuatcrial 

fur tlescri bing nt great length the feuds aud. battles between the :J[ackay::;, 

:.racleods, and other lli~h lanu clans who inhab ited Sutherland. The~c 

uecu uot Le detailed at length, but only referred to in so far as they 

aO'cc tcd the carl hiruself or r ec1uired his inten·ention. The firsL event related, 

whether first in pC>int of time or not i3 uncerta in, is a coufl ict between the 

lll Cn of Sutherland and the :\Iacleods of I.ewi:>, which is thus introdt1ce• l l·y 
~ir l: •JL r. rt: "ln this E arl of Southerland hi s tyme, tltc termulc contlict of 

Tut~im Tan'i'igh wa.3 fongh ten Ly the inhabitants of Southerlaud aud ::itratb 

ll;ln' r a;.;ainst. :.ralculme 1Ia.ckloyu of tlle I.e wes." Angus .:OL1ckay of l'an· in 

:-;tr:1 tlmnver, wbosc fatl tc r bad Leen kill ed at Diugwall Ly Earll~uL~rt, baJ 

l•ft l! r nu interval of hosti lity reconciled hiruself to the earl. Augus soon 

aftl' rward.:; died, leaviug his widow, a sister of ~Iacleod of tlte Lewis, and two 

J..,ys tu the care of his brother Uu_;h. The latter ill-treated the wido w, auJ 

~I ac l eod visiting her and being displeased at her ill-usage, on his way home

ward plundered Strathnaver and "the Braechat" or part of Lairg, in Suther

brnl. Earl l!obert hearing of this, both because of the damage done, and his 

friembhip with ~Iackay, g:we orders for pursuit of the ).Iacleods. Tbis was 

dune by a force under Alexander ).Iurray of Culbin, wiJO, after a severe coHUict 

ddeated the .:OfaeleoJs, leaving, it is said, only one. of tbeir. company ali\'e, 

who escaped to his own country but died shortly afterwarJs.1 

Passing over the battle of Harlaw in 1411 and some other inci,]ents in 

I Geoea.lo;y, pp. 6 I, 6::?. 
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which the Earl of Sutherland apparently took no part, we fin1l lli1n in another 

contlict fonglit near Tongue in the parish of Farr. .A descendaut of one of 

the ~Inckays, Tho mac; :;\Iacnei l or X eilson, had nmrdcreLl the laird of }'res wick 

and lmrned the chapel of St. D uthac near Tain, where the , -ictim h:~d t:~k en 

refuge. For this he was proclaimed a rel.JPl by King James tl1e First, 

who offered his estates to th e person apprelicnding hi1n. Angus :Moray, 

a cadet of the Culbin family, nndertook this, and eulislcd in his service the 

two Lrothers of the murderer, promising them the aid of tlJC Earl of Suther

land to gain buds in Strathuaver. ".i th th ei r assi,:;tance the munlere r was 

taken aml delivered up, ::md Angus ::\Ior::1 y, to fu lfi l his prom ise, invaded 

Str::tthmn•r wi th a company of Sutherlaud men, lcd ed with the consent of 

Earl n ouert. Angns Dow iiiackay, the chief of that clan, mustered his 

follow ers, uut being unable to head them himself, he placed them under the 

command of his natural son, known ag John Aberigh. H e first, however, 

offered to make terms ·with the iuYaders, which were refused, and a battle 

ensued, fought with great ferocity on both sides, so "that there remayned iu 

the end verie few aJi,·e on either syd." 1 Angus :\foray an<l his two accomplices 

were slain, while J ohn Aberigh only escaped with life, but sorely \Younded. 

The Earl of Sutherland, howe,·er, it is s~id, II OW pursued him hotly in 
revenge for Angus Moray's cl e~th. John Abcrigh fl ed, but afterwards came 

to Strathullie, \vhcre he again fell uuder the carl's displeasure and was forced 

to submit and craYe pardon for his offences, wltich was granted. 

Tl1is conflict took place about H::Ja, or abont two years after a parliament 

which King James had summCi ned to meet at I m-e m ess, on which occasion 

these two chiefs, Angus Dow :\Iackay and Angus ~foray, had been seized and 

imprisoned for a time as a warning to keep the peace. It is probable that 

1 Genealogy, p. 66. Bower (Scotichronicon, Lib. xvi. cap. xvii.) states that of 1400 men 
who took part in the fight, only nine persons suniveJ. 
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t h!! Earl of SuthNiand was l•l'Cseut at the asscmlJly, \Jut there i:> no rccortl of 

i .. -> pu<.~.: <!Jiug~. 

lf Sir TioberL Conlon, insteall of recounting these sanguinary conrlict~ 

[.etwcen neigltbouriHg clans, had considered the question of the parentage nf 

tl1is E :ul of Sutherland, and detailed the result of his investigations allll 

prclOf:; as to whether the rrincess :Jiargaret , the fi rst wife of his fatll cr Earl 

\\"illiam was ltis mother, or whetlter E arl Robert was r eally the son of hi :; 

f.1 lhcr's seconJ wife, J oanna ::\Ienteith, Countes:; of Strathern, lti s \rork at 

this point would h aYC bee n more satisfac tory. Such testimony would have 

L .·en tl JC more ·;::~ln alJle as at tlw.t early period of our history it is only in 

rare instances that contl·acts of marriage arc to be found presern:cl in 

t ilt~ pri\'atc charter-chests c\·en of a great and ancient family like that r•f 

~u: herlaml. Among the muniments of the great Ito usc of D ouglns, tlt el'c' 

i.; incb :J a coutmct of marringP, dated on P alm-Sunday 1::! .)!) , Lcing Jl(:arly 

a century n.ntL' rior to the marriage of Will iam, the fifth Earl of Suthc:rbllll, 

a : ~·.l ! 1i~ first wife, l'rincess ~hrgaret Druce. As the Douglas contract f•Jr a 

J ;la rri:l~ ~· bet ween tlte l\vo families of Douglas and Auernelhy, l>otl1 great 

nt~<l J>uwc rful at tl w time, is still extant, it might be suppo:scJ t!tat the 

rc>ntnct of marriage of a daughter of King llobert th e Druce, unJcr the 

·auspices of her b::-other, King DaYid Druce, with the bead of the house of 

~utherlallll, shoulll also La\'e been preserved. But the Douglas writ is an 

C\:CC'ptional document, l.>eing one of the oldest, if not the oldest of its kind in 

Scotland, and no contracts of marriage Letween the fifth Earl of Sutherbncl 

and liis first or second ·wives have been discovered. The contents of the 

royal marriage contract, if any existeJ, may be inferred, in part at least, 

frum tl1e charters and grants of royal property described i~ the prerious 

!'ages under the memoir of the Earl \Yilliam and his son J ohu. Dut Sir 

I: ~~b..-rt Gordon makes no allusion whatever to the earl's second marriage, 
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though it is asc0rtaineJ frolll other sources. T he pruof.~ stated on a furm er · 

p<lge show that 1tobPrt tnusl have uccn til e offspriug (A tltc second marriage. 

Hobert, sixth Earl of Sutlwrlanll, is said t o have dieLl in 1442, and he was 

certainly dca(l in l4H, when his son J ultn is designated E arl of Sutherlawl. 

The countess of th is Earl of Sutherland was LaJy :\Iargarct Stewart, 

daughter of Alexander Stewart, Earl of Bnc!Jan. \\'yntoi.ln, wl10 was a 

contemporary of the earl, speaks of hi s son J ohn in 1-tOS as the nephew of 

Alexander Stewart, Earl of ?liar. Tlte only ex pla nation of this relationship 

i;; that Tiobcrt, E arl of SutherlauJ, married a sister of Alexander Stewart, 

l:arl of l\Iar. If so, l1is wife must have been a dauglttcr of Alexander 

Stewart, E arl of B uchan, who had one daugh te r named M argaret . The 

earl and his wife h ad iss nc, 

1. J ohn, who succeeded his father in the earhluru as se\·enth earl. Of him a 

memoir follows. 

<> n obert, according to Sir Robert Gunlon, married the younger J anghte r 

a nd co-beiresa of J ames D unb;U of Fr.:udraugLt, and bad a sun J ohn, 
"·ho dietl without isaue. This statement has not teen verified, and Sir 

I!.obert's pedigree of the Dunb:1r family is enoneou.~. It may Le notcJ , 

however, that Janet D unbar, the ci•IPst co-heiress, who rnarrieJ J amea 

Crich tun, married as her second hnsbanJ before 1458 a J ohn SutherJnn,J, 

who may have been the son of Robert, Lut they had no issue. Rohett 

Sutherland was, accunliug to the fam ily historian, still alive in ll S i, whm 

he is said to have led a rompany of SutherlalHl meu against the I!.os~es at 

the battle of AlJycharri-sh ; but if su, he must haYe Lcen a very old man, 

and it may be doubted if it were not another person of the same uame. t 

3. Alexander, of whom nothing h3..'5 been definitely ascertained. He may have 

Leen the ancestor of A.lcx3nJcr Sutherlaml of Dilrecl, who was killed in 14 !:i !l. 

I Genealogy, pp. 7 4, iS, 79. 
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MARGARET D.\TLLI F~ [or L.u!I:\GTO:\], ms Couxn:s;;. 

1443-1-! GO. 

rrHE first mention of this Earl of Suthcrl auLl is by Andrew " ·yutonn in 

- lJis rhyming chron ic! ~. The exact dat e of the rcfereucc is uncertain , 

but the event;:; narrate,} took place in the ye~r 1408. Th e passage in a cer

tain sense is rather an appendix. t o than an actual portion of the chroniclt3 

itself, a;; it rela tes to cnnts "·hich took t'l ace out:,iJe Scotland, but th ey " ·ere 

cvi,Jently noted down at t he time from the lirs of persons present, as th•· 

author iudicates. The narrative deals with the fame and exploit'l of the 

ehlcst so11 of the" Wolf of Badenoch," Alexamler Stewart, Earl of :. Iar, wl1o, 

from being a wild youth an tl a leader of caterans, had bee-owe a lil:lfl of 

great wealth UllU COIISiLJCralJJe leiiOWll in anns.1 " 'yntOIIII, after d ctai ]iu~ 

"r-'me other CX!Jioits, tells us that the Earl of ~[ar, in the year 14 06, l'ao.,..:• l 

into r rancc " in l1is ll r:litc and his !Jlcssance," with a noble company 

"\r de arayit nnd Jantely 
Knychtis awl Sqwieri:>, gret Gentilmen." 

In Paris he is said t o have kept royal stnte , holuiug open hou::e for 

tweh ·c weeks. There he rnade the acquaintance of th e rc ign in~ Duke of 

I:urgunJy, .John the F earless, and this led, at a later date in the sa111e y~ar, 

to his being asked, after he harl gone to I~rugcs, to join the arwy rai sed by 

the Duke and t he Count of H olland on behalf of their brother-in-law, thu 

bishop of Liege. To this request Wyntoun says the earl maLle a blithe answer-

VOL. I. 

" And said, 'Set we be nocht rna 
Bot I and my Boy, we twa, 

I sal be thare that fon1id day, 
Purrait, as I be purrayt may.'" 

1 ForJun a Gooriall, \'OL ii. p. 500. 

II 
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\\.116 the 1•articnhr "l>oy" was that was to be thus tlistinguishcd is not 

state<!, but the yonng ltH'tl of Suther land was ccrtninly in attenJance upou 

the earl at the tim e, and no douut was "·i th hi m tluring his stay in France. 

H e was one of those ,..-ho now accompanietl the earl to the tleld. The whole 

force numbered only a lnmclrctl mrn, but tbesc were very well equipped, and, 

few as they were, the carl and his party were l1eartily welcomed Ly the D uke 

of Burgundy, \';·ho gave them a place of honour in the van. According 

to custom, the earl Lefore the battle knightctl seYeral of the squires \\'ho 

waiteJ upon him, aml first of these "as J ohn of Sutherland, 

" . • . hi~ N' e\i·ew, 
A lord [!ppcranu of \\·t:rtcw, 
Hcrctabil Erl of that countr0." 

In the b:tttle which followeLl, although only the earl's own exploits are 

dwelt upon, we are told regarding the ea rl's nephew and his companions that 

"Thir sex knyrhtis stout and wych t, 
Wytb foure knyrhtis before than ma•l, 
Of Lis nat iooe than ten he had 
Manful, har,Jy, stout anLl wyrht 
In all the halt: force of that fi cht ; 
And all hi~ Srp>yer~ ami. Yomen 
Provit all st·mt anu mallful then." 1 

The victory remained with the force to ·which the Earl of Mar and his men 

were attacheLl, and the Scot tish writers att ribute the result chiefly to his 

advice. 
Of the young Earl of Sutherland, the winning of whose .spurs is thus 

referred to, no further notice is founJ on record until the year 14.J..l., wheu he 

was at P ontefract Castle, where he appears to have been as a hostage for 

1 Wyntoun's Chronicle, ed. I j !J5, vol. ii. pp. 434, 435; cf. pp. 4~4-HO. 
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payment of King James the First's r:wsolll. H e or hi s fath er had gPilc t• 1 

Engla~~tl in 1-1:27, as a suLsLitute for tlw eltlcst sun of ll~e E url of i~Lnc !J. 

T!tc hos tages were appnrerttly allo\\'etl to rccei,·e their fri c;nJs a11ll tran -act 

bu siness, allll thus we finJ hitn g t"<1llting to hi ~ kinstnau, AlexauJer Snt!t.·r

I.uul of Dntfu3, a charLer of the lanllS of Torbol l, in tenns of rcsignatiun-; by 

Alcxant!er's fatl te r aml granJfatl1er.1 The grant was wit ucsscJ by \·ari•nt.; 

Scutti;,h gentlemen, who >~·ere also h ustages, :\[ ichael ScoLt of Ualwear iL· , 

.\Iexanllcr Erskine of Dun, Al exanJer Straton of t a uriston, allll Si r \\' illiatll 

]\;1illie of IIoprig, who was either brother-in-law or father-in-law to tl1 e t•a rl 

ililllsC'!f. There was thus in l'ontefract a little community of hostagl's, :;onw 

uf wl10m prubauly hall tl1eir fm_..tilies wi th them . 

.Al thou3h t!tere is no eYiJeuce as to why he wns allowed to ka\·c E u;.:l.wd, 

the C'arl was in Lis own cou ntry, anJ r esiJing at Uunrobiu Ca~tk in ~l:Jy 

1-H ~. wh ere ltc iss net! a prese nt a ti ou in faYOtll' of A lcxatlller l:attJr tv loe 

rhal•bin uf St. .Amlrcw's chaplaimy at Gol;:;pic. Tltc Clllulullient ;; of tit•.: ,,Jl;,:,l 

\l• ·te detin:J froll1 the lanLls of Dntmwoy, with crofts, etc., ruund the c!l:lj "·l. 

n:tJ a cruft upon the ltill uet\Yeen the burns, \vbi<.: h are comeycJ in tltc L;,r\';; 

prcsenta tiuu.2 

Li ttle fmther is recorLled of this Earl of Sut!terlanJ. In l-! 51 lt c n.:t.:ci \ •·•1 

to ltimself anJ his wife, :\Iargaret, a crowu charter of Crakaig, Easler Lotl1, 

0\·erglen of Loth, \\'ester Loth, and other lauds in the parish of Lo-·th.3 T ltu 

earl also, iu 1-!:iG, resigne,J the ead uoll1 into the hanJs of Kiug .James tli•: 

Second, for a regrant to John, !tis second son, and his iteirs, uut rcsen·iu:; 

the lifereut of the above·named lamls to himself and his col!utcss.4 

Sir l ~obert GorJon relates that in the ti me of this earl, SntLcrlaud was 

1 l~th July 1411. \' 0 1. iii. of this work, 
p. ~j. 

: l biJ. 1'1'· ::!li, ~7. 

3 P.egistrum .)fagni ='igilli, \'OJ. ii. Xo. 41:1. 

4 Vol. iii. of this work, J'tJ· 2:i·3:!. 
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iuvaded loy ::\laeJ onalJ of the l:;lcs, \rho, with five or six hundred foJlo,vers, 

penetm.lt·• i as far as SkiLo, anJ ,~· a:; there tlt.:feaLeLl. Another J•a rty who came 

at u ht~r perioJ were met at ::)tmthtled, allll afler a sharp skirmhh were put 

t o flight. 

John, se,·enth E arl of SutherlanJ, aceonling to Si r noLert died at Dun

robi u lll the y ear 1-1 GO. li e is fur l her sa iLl to have been burietl iu the 

chapel of St. Anurew at Gobpie.1 This wa.;; contrary to the previous eustom 

of the family, \\'bich was to bn ry in the cathedral a t D vrnor;h. 

H e married ::\brga ret Baill ie, apparently a Lbnghter or sis ter of one of hi s 

fellow-l10stages , Sir 'William l ~.1illie of H oprig allll Lamington. Sir l~obert 

Gordon extols l1er beauty. She sun·ived h er first husbanu, and was alive in 

the first lntlf of the y ea r 1509, for she receiveLl paym ent of her terce up t o 

30th .AJ•ril of that year; but she dieLl before 1510. Sir Tiobert Gordon states 

that she was annoy eLl by the }•crsecutions of her son, E arl J ohu, who }.lulled 

down a tower erccteu by her at liehnsllale. She built a chapel at E ast 

Garty, anLl for some time resi•led near i t. lt is said she was eompelleu to 

marry Alexander D unba r, a l.trother of Sir James Dun Lar, to whom her 

llaughter J ean \Yas married, but this is not true. Sir James Dunbar of 

Cumnock manieJ Eul•ht:mia Dunbar of ::.Iochrum, aml he lw.d no brother 

uamed .Alexander. H is father, Si r .Alexanuer Dunbar of \\" estfielu, may be 

m eant, but he marri eLl au Isabel Sutherbnd, who survived him. N"o 

c videuee has bC;en fouml of a second marria;e of Countess ::\Iargaret. 

T he earl and his countess had issue :-

1. Alexander, Master of Sutherland. He i ~ named. as such iu a t.:ha.rter hy 

Alexander, Earl of Ross, uateu at I uveru e£s, 1Oth OduLer 1-!4 4-, 2 and he 
uie<l, Lefvre 1-!.)G, while hi.> father was ~ti ll ali,·e. 'Acconll ng to Sir 

Robert Gordon he lei\ j.,sue, Ly a wif.: 11ho~e u:tmc n.uu falJ.I ily are nvt 

1 Gene:dogy. p. 75. 
~ l : ,·;; is trum ~bgni :"i:;ill i, vol. ii. ~ o. ~81. 
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recorded, a daughter .Jiarjo)rie, '\\ ho married \\'i lliam Siudair, fir~t Earl of 
l'ai,htJ~:~:l. LuH.l ll::il•:", l!O\\ CYC I , l''"')H'S that :'.Iarj•)ric, Coantc~J of C'aith· 
uess, was the daughter c.f Al~x:mder SutLerhnd uf lJu nheath, a1 .. ! in 
conscqueucc he dl·llbled the existence of Al exa.nd~:- r, Maste r of ~utLerLu11l ; 
but he couJ ,J not kl\'e Leen aware of the charter rtferred to aLovc. Alex. 
amler muot Lave died witlwut i.~sue previous to l-l 5G, when !Jis next brutlu:r, 
J ohu, wa;; t reated as the !Jei r to the tit le ami earldom uf Suthcrlautl. 

!! . J ohn, \v ho became ci~Lth Earl of ::iutherlaud, and of whom a memoir folk·w ~. 

3. Xicub.s, v•ho is a wit nc3s to Lis father's ktter of presentat ion in 14 -13, but t•f 

whom nothing furt her La~ Lecn ascertainetl. 
4. Thomas, known as Th omas Eeg, of whom nothing has Lccn definitely asn•r

tained ; but according to Sir l ~obcr t Gurdon, be was the ancestor of a 
fam ily of Sutherlands in Strathullie. 

The tbughters arc sai•l to ha1e been Lady J can, wLo married Sir Ja!Jles Duul.m 
of Cumnock, and had i>stH', among others, Carin Duuha r, ),j.;!l t· p ,,f 
Aberdeen; ami Lady ~lurid, who marri~:d Alex:mder Seton of ~Id•Jnun. r, ,, t 
while there is eviden~e t l:at Alexander Seton umrried a .\lurid Suth·J!.,.,.!, 
her conucction with the Earl of :)utlierbnd ba.s not bcr·n nsce rt:~in• ·· l, and 
in tJ,,~ Seton pedigree she is s:lid to he of the family of I ) ull'n~. Furt ;:<·r, 
Sir James Dunhar uf Cumnock marriet.l Euphemia Dunbar uf .Jioch ru :n. 
His fat!J er, Sir Akx::mder DuuLar of "\\" e.~tfie!t l, marri.::tl, a bunt 14 ,; ", a 
lady named l >uuel Sutherland; Lut she is generally su pposed to 11:-~ve Lc, ·n 
a daughter of Alexander Sutherland, Lord of Dutl'i1s, an,] they were I"Crt:Liuly 
the parents of Gavin , bishop of Aberd een. lsoLel survived her hn,L:lll•l, 
who dietl aLent U97. This disposes of the story that ::llargaret f.ai lli L•, 
Countess of Sutherland, married au Alexander Dunbar who was slain aLuut 
that date. 

TLe Earl bad also. acco rding to Sir Robert Gordon, a natural son, Thomas ::livre, 
\\ ho bad is~ue two sons, killed afterwards by their unelr, Earl J ohn. 
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(~) CATHr.r:rxE (scr.x.\:--tr. r:--;;;:xow:s-), ms s~::coxo Cot:xrr.ss. 
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t\ LEX.-\.XDEit, ;.rast•:r of ._' ut!,crlaud , wi10 was the eldest son of J ohn, 

.I".i seYenth E:ul of ;:;u therbnd, ha\'ing rre<lece:tse•l ],is fath~r bet-.,een 

l Oth Odoher 1441 and ~~J F elm1ary 14513, wi thout bwin~ i~me, hi,: next 

brother, J ohn, berarnc heir-al'p:nent in the earlJo111 to Lis father, who, to 

l!leet th e altere.l po~iti•m of th~ !"Uccession, res!~neJ. the earldom for a n~w 

investiture in fa...-our of .John, his :;econ•l son, an•l h is be:irs. The re~ignation 

was made on 2:?d F ebru:uy 1-t.5G, in the garJen of the chapel of ._t. ;.rary 

the Yir::;in, at Inwrness, abou t fcur o'clock in the afternoon, in~ o the hands 

of the kin~ . who receiYd the re~i;u :lt ion from the earl, and reJeli\·ered the 

earldom by gi \·i ng of stafl' and lxtton to the procurator of J ohn, the son and 

h ei r of the earl, \\ho docs not a1 pear to have Leen pre~ent. In the Jlrecept 

and crown charter the destination of the earl•lom is to .John anJ. his heirs.l 

Earl John is referred to in UG4 as being rel•rese11te• l by a procurator in 

the parliament of that year when King James the ThirJ made the usual 

formal reYocation of alienations of Crown property. He receiYell in 1467 a 

charter of the lands of :3pan zieda1e, now ~pinnin.:; dal.:, and P ulrossie. The 

original 'Hit, tbou;;h kno\m to Sir P.obert Gonlon, is not now extant, and 

Sir P.obe rt does not name the granter, but as these lands were in 1464 

granted and confirmed to Cdestine of the Isles, it is proba~le they were 

bes towed by him. 

The i11 ciJents of this earl's life, so far as th ey have Leen ascertaineJ. or 
1 Charter, ~-!th February 1-!.35-6, and other writ•, voL iii. of th i.; work, pp. ~5 - 3~. 
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rL·coni~Ll, n.;·e not <:pecially eveutful, althou gh he he!J tl1e earldom for Jn ore 

t h:tll fot·ly p :: ar:;. Ill H 71, he 0rautt:d, a:; superi or, a precept for infdtin~ 

<I ohn Sutherland. of Forse ns heir to his fath er, Hicli:trd ~utherb llll of FoJv , 

in the lauds of Dackies, Tonish, aHd Drummoy. I n the sa me capncity the 

earl in the following year granted to Xicholas Sutherhnd, son nJ1Ll ln:ir 

appareut of Angus Suthc!land of Torboll, a charter of the lands of Torl>oll, 

l 'ronsy, anJ others, whi ch had been resigneJ iuto the earl's l1ancl.s at Domoch. 

Twenty ye.us later Xicholas Sutherland of Torboll, aucl a brother, Donald, 

were both deal1, apparently without issue, nml Hugh, a third ~on of "\u gu~. 

rccc·iYetl the laud:; from the carl. Another acL of the earl as superior was lL• 

coulirm to Jean Tenell the lands to which :;he was hei ress, knO\I"ll a;; tl "· 

"Tnrcl's lands- in St rathfleet." These lands were situated in the pari~ h c·f 

l :ogart, anJ appear to corre~pond to the ruodt·I n Tiovic, ] >a YocltlJ(·g, I ucl ta 1 .,., 

AcheilliL•, l:ossal, rmll J'itt entrail. Jean or Jouct Terrell inlu:; rited theHI ::1 ~ 

ltl'ir of her gnmdfathcr, li ugh TerrclJ.l 

The t>arl, iu 1-1 iG, ltaJ a dispute with Sir nouert Crichton of S:lllfJllk:r ;, , 

to tl1e property of the lauds of Cragton, perhaps at Cnhuaily, iu <.: ul=-]·ie 

J•arish. Crichton accmed tliC earl of wrongfully occupying aml withholJin:.; 

the rents of these la.nJs nnd the fisbings attached. ·when the case was tri ·~ol 

Lefore the Lords Auditors they decided against the carP Two other cases of 

li ti~atiou are rccorcleJ in 'IYhich the carl w:~s concerned. The first was an 

action at the instance of Sir Gilbert Keith of Inverugie .for the reduction vf 

first, a letter of reversion granted by him to the earl of £4 0 worth of lands 

in Strathnllie in Sutherland; and secondly, of a charter made by Sir Gilbert 

in favour of the earl of £40 worth of the lands of Subister and otlicrs, in 

Cai thness. The Lor•ls of Council continued the case for the earl to pruJnce 

1 \ ol. iii. of t his work, pp. 33, 34, 3G, 37; cf. p. 21); Origines Parochial~s, \"ol. ii. f'· 719. 
~.-\eta Auditorum, p. 5:!. 17 th July 1476. 
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l1is titles, hut no decision is reconleLJ.l Two days late r, iu the same year, 

l-!9-l, th~ Lortls of Council declared that t11C' ca rl aml hi3 accomplices hnd 

done v;rong in taking and withhohling the castle of Skelbo, ::mu also two 

children of John ),[urr[ly. They furt he r onlcrcu the carl to ddivcr the castle 

to Thot11as Kinnaird of that Jlk, to be hel,l by l1im in terms of n. charter, to 

set the children immeLlirrtely at liberty, and to pay l 00 111erks Scots to 

KinnairLl for !liS "dampnag anu scat his." 2 X 0 furth er proceedings against 

the earl are recorded, though po3session of the castle continued to be debated 

between the ),lnrrays and Kinnairds. 

The earl is also occasionally named in connection 'With events in which 

he did not directly take ]•art, but in wl1ich he was iuterested. Snch an 

event was the battle of AlLlycharrish or lhrcha. Angus, the chief of the 

clan l\Iackay, had been shiu by some of the clan I:os.::;. His son, John 

l\Iackay, who succeedeLI, desired to avenge his father's death, and t o do so 

effectually he requested the permission aurl aid of the Earl of SutLerlanJ.. 

The earl consented, ami, it is said, commis.::;ioncu his uncle, Hobert Suther

h nd,3 to assi<Jt ) lack::ty with a company of pickeu men. The combined 

forces invaded the country of the Rosses, who rctaliate<i under the leadership 

of Tioss of Balnagowan, and encountererl )1ackay and h is party at a place 

called Aldycharrish, said to be identical with Doricha or Darcha in Creich 

parish. " Ther ensueu a cruell bat tell which continued a long space with 

incredible obstinacie," but at last the Uoss-shire men were defeated, their 

leader and a number of their principal men being left dead on the fi eld. Si r 

Robert Gordon adds that when the spoil was d ivided a proposal was made to 

attack the Sutherland men unawares, and plunder them on thei r way home 

1 Acta Dominorum Concilii, pp. 34 5, 346. 
30th J une 1494. 

2 Ibid. p. 343. 1st J uly 1494. 

3 So says Sir Robert Gordon, but at t he 
date assigned t o the battle, 1457, the earl's 
nncle must have been a ;-ery old man. 
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l1cforc succour conlJ :nri,·e frolil the earl, who \las entirely uinu::]•ieiuu" v i 

snda trcal:hcry, LuL L], j , plO}'O;:,~ll \1 .l :; at:ieated. 1 

Sir ltobert Gorllon recorJ s other eYeuts in which the earl fi~:ures uu

f:n·ourably. Two sons of his bastard Lrother Thomas !taLl inceme.J the e:trl 

by their contluct, ami at last, enragcJ hy their constaut proyocation;;, h.• 

onlereLl tl tcna tu be killed. Uuc of them was slain wi th in the ltou~e of 

J1 unrobin, >>hile the othe r escaped to s.0me litt le di~>tance, but l •cin~ 

wounueLl, was soon oYcrtaken and des]'atched. The earl is also charged witl a 

unkindness to his mot her, "~>h ose bnilLling at HelmsLlale he is said to kt\'• ' 

pu11ed dO\\·n, and \Yi t h forcing her to a second marria2e, Lut this l:att•·r 

accusation has been shown to be unfomHled. 

The earl's shortcomin6s, howenr, seem to haYe been due to a f:Lct (Jf 

which Sir l~obert \\'as either ignorant, or of which he says Jlt •tlain~. 

wuncly, mental wcak11 es~. ..-\. "Lrie\·e of idiot ry was issm.'Ll l>y 1\ in~ J a!!JL"' tlt·· 

}'ourth in 1404, and Sir Duncau For.sk r of Skipni:;lt , J ohn Cu in ntin;..; L•f Ea:n

f'id r, anLl Alcxanllcr Culll ming or .Altyw were sworn in as sheri if:; ,l( 1 Il\'e l"ll •:<, 

SJ•ecially appointed to carry out the legal sE: n ·ice of the bri e f.~ The b:uo:a:J 

nn~l frct..'hohlcrs of the shires of l uYerness, Elgin, Forres, D~ufr aml .\\.enlc•:ll, 

we: rc summoneLl to attend the inquc'3t. There does not appear to be auy 

record of the proceedings, but proclamation of the brief was duly maLle, au•l 

the carl, having Leen declared incapable of managing his own afl:1ir;::, wa<> 

placeLl under the cartl oi a tutor.3 The fact of th is carl's legal incapacity !t.1-; 

been entirely overlooked by Sir Tiobert Gordon and Lord Hailes, but it ha.q 

an .important bearin6 upon the circumstances which led to the succession t•J 

the earldom of his daughter FJizabeth. 

1 Genealogy, pp. ; s, 19. 
! Acb Uumiuorum Concilli, pp. 378, 37!1. 
3 Trc:l3urer's Ac!!au:ots, \'OL i. pp. ::!21 , 

\'OL. r. 

23S, 239: I OO merb were pai J as a coru 
!'Oaition fo r the oilice of tutor, Lut tt •~ m•t 
st:.teJ "1\ ho was :l!'pvint~J . 
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The em! survi\"Cll for some years after thiq datl', lmt under conLinuou'l 

guar,lianship. The late:ot tlc!lnite notice of him wllich kts l>cen di::;covered 

is an orllcr issued in FdH·nary 1199 l>.r the lord;; of council reqniriug 

Sir James Dunbar of Cumnock to l>ring tlw carl and his 111iuor son to 

the kiug, their e:q.cnses l>eing provider} for. The carl's situation at tlds 

time appears to exonerate him from a charge made against him by a 

recent wri tcr.1 Alexander Sutherland of D ilrell is asserted to have sbin 

nn ~\.lexaml er Dunbar, who, acconling to Sir n ouer t. Gordon, was a 

l>rother of Sir J ames Dnnhar of Cnumock, bnt who irom dates and other 

cireumst::mces 'vas more probably his fathrr, Si r .Alexanuer ])unbar of \\·est

fi eld.z A comwis:;ion was i ~sued to apprehend Sutherland of Dilred, \rhi ch 

was carried out by his uncle Oc.lo or Y. ). f:"tckny of Strat hnavcr, anJ the 

charge has been made that. the task was difficult Lecanse the murderer was 

protected by Earl John, and sheltered in Lis district. But this charge 

appears under the circumstances to be groundless, auJ in any case Earl J ohn 

at the date was helJ not responsible for his actions. It way ue noted that 

:Mackay in 1499 receiYed a cl1artcr of Alexander Sutherland's lands of 

] )ilrcd ns a reward for apprehending ltim, but no reference is made to any 

murder, Sntherlnnd and his accomplices being cltarcied wi th rcbellion.3 

Earl J ohn, according to Sir llobert Gonion, dieJ in the year 1508, and 

this is probably the case, though the documents which would haYe settled the 

question are not now in the family clt:trter-cltest. 

There is considerable difficulty about the marriage or m::mbgcs of this 

Earl. Sir 1~obert Gordon says he married a daughter of the Lord of 

the I sles, Earl of Jloss. No eYidencc ltas been found of this, l>ut, as already 

1 II is tory of the House :1.11<1 Cbu oi ~be kay, 
by Robert ~l ackay, pp. Si, 8!3. 

2 ::<a trace of any other Alexander Dunbar 
bas been fonn•.l , .and Si r Jameo L:~J , so iar a.s 

appears, no brother of tbn.t name. Sir Alex
ander certainly died at the d;~.te of the alleged 

mttrder. 
J Regiot rum ~h~oi Si _:; illi, Yol. ii. Xo. !!50G, 
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~t:-~tetl, the earl, in 1467, receiveLl a grant of tlte buds of Spinningdale nn d 

l'ulrossie, \\"ltich, in 14G-!, lt :-~ d Leeu grantetl anu confirmed to Cd~sti n e of th •• 

bles, a natural brother of tllc then Earl of I~oss . It is not illlproLald·~ tb a~ 

tl1e lands 1aay h:-~\·e Lecn a mo.rriagc portion, aml that it was a do.ugl1ter of 

Celestine whom the earl married. Sir Hobert states that this laLly met lu' r 

death Ly drowning, 1.-hilc cros.~i ug th e ferry at l Tnts, but lw giYes no da te. 

The question of the earl's marriage or 1narriages is complieatcu by facts wLich 

m:re unknown to Sir HoLert. In 1-!99, wl1en tlle lords of council onlercLl tl H~ 

earl to be Lrought to ELliuburgh, tltey refer to a divorce bd\,·een him an<! 

h is wife, tlm~-" And as to the mater of dinorce betuix the so.ue J hone, Erlt! 

of Sutherland and Fi ugole, his spouse, tltC loruis reserds that matt.:r to th e 

vycarc-generale of Catlm es, rcqueranu him that he call the partiis ldur 

]Jim, aml with the consale of my lord of }loray anJ his eheptourc av i<t' th ~~ 

1•roecss, anu as he findis it and couelmlcs in the snmyn, that he ~l" ll <l it l•) 

the lonli s of eonsale, th:.1 t the kings hieues may Le nryf~it in the 11 1:-Ll• r 

hw it is prvCLLli t, ami how sella sal ltaf hir [liv]iug allLl Le su.:; teni t in tyJ JJe 

tn <:I! ln." \\"ho this "}'ingole •· was has not Leen aseertainell, but the fact 

that the wife of Celestine of the r ~l es bore a similar name suggests a ll .:~c t ' n t 

from tltat family. On the other hand, in the years 1500 to 1512, d n rin ~ 

which period the rents of the earluom were auministereu l1y the Crown, a 

Catherin e, Countess of Sutherland, is fouml drawing terce from the h11tl s, a 

de:1r proof that she was the wiuow of Earl J ohn, Lut wl10 she was, ondl(;lhr 

slte was iucntieal with Fiugole, has not been aseertaineu. 

Earl J ohn had issue. 

1. J oh n! ninth Earl of Sutherlanu. A short memoir of l1illl follows. 

2. Elizabeth, who mnrried .;:\.uam Gordon of .Aboyue, anu who SUCCCCllCll 

l1er brother Jobu in the earlllorn. A memoir of her is given 011 a 

later page. 





GS JO!I.\', RIGJJTll J..'.WL OF SCTIIEHL.J Xn. 

The earl hn•l nl~o, acconling to Sir I:obcrl C:\l rUoll, two ill cgi tim :-~te sons, Alcx
au,!cr m11l Ct·•J<·.c;c, J,y a •hn;;],t (' !' r, f }~ ... ,,~ t•f na!n :•:~"''· n . Of Crorgc nothing fnrtla:r 
i.'l known, but Alcxan• lr r's le;:,1 timary h;ts hccn atlinuetl by some, "'IIilc dcnieJ l.>y 
others. Lord l lail"~ , wloil e JouLtiu.:; his k git in1:tcy, sugg-es ted tl1at lt c \\'::ts the ofiispring 
of a mar:iage ·within t he forbitltlo.• n rle;;n·l' ~, :-~nd cannnically unht11 fnl , but the fact that 
E:-~rl J ohn's wi •lnw suniYet!, an•l reccivcJ her h gnl terce , rcnJera this hypo the~i~ 

J ouLtful. 
Alexander, in I :30!J , was only eighteen years of agr, and must have been born iu 

I 4 D I, only a fe1v years l>efure his father's tlerlare• l insauity, :tnJ he is, no tlunbt, the 
"minor sou'' who wa:> sent fL't' t o Et! iubnrgb in !4 !)[1. Iu I50!J, although a minor, 
he oppascd the serricc of his brothe r J ulm aci hri r to their fath t r, prayiug at the same 
t ime fur the appointmen t of curators ad I Itt'.< to him~df. Am!rl'w, Lishop e>f Cai tLnrss, 
the Earl of C'aithnecis, the .Jlabter c. f At hole, aut! L'thers " ·ere uarucd on hi ~ behalf, but. 
they, aft er com;ult;• tion, aJ ri~•·r1 him to rc11ouncc ],is ri!'h t in ant! to thl! car!Jom iu 
favour of !Jis brutlic l' J ohn ant! his ~ i :;tr r Eliz:.~Lc tl•, am! her husLanJ, Adam GorJou, 
reserving his right of successiiJ n, if tll l'y aud the ir heirs wlwlly f<til ctl. 'rids he con
sented tu dv, anJ recciYetl in rctnm a •lu:J :;ccnriug llim in lanJa wortL forty mcrks 
yearly.1 \\"bile the rents of SutherlauJ were admiuihtercJ Ly the Crown, AkxauJcr 
is referred t o as rcceiring this sum, as son of the htc carl. 

After the death of his brother John in I 514, when !l is sister Elizabeth was sciTcd 
heir in the ear!Jorn , Alexauder, 11 Ito in tile iitlcrni! !Iatl attai11Cd his majority, again 
opposeJ the servire, acting by a J•rocurat•)r, .Jir. I:oLcrt 1\Iunro, \\'Ito is J escriLcJ as his 
brother. On this occasion Al cx••utler l·a~c• l his pn: tcmions uot un Ids righ t of Llood, 
which, if legitimate, sbou!J ha\·c been sutlicieut, Lut ou an allcgeJ JceJ of ei.1tail iu !lis 
favour. This Ll eeJ , however, when J emauJeJ, \ras not protluct:•l, ant! the jury procccJcJ 
to the service of Elizabeth.2 

AlexaDtlcr Sutherb UL! was sue• I, in l 51:;, by J ames D uubar of Cumnock, fur cer
tain acts of spoliation, aut! betwee n .Jiarch anJ September ! 5 1 i he \ras cunfiucJ in 
the castle of EJinburgh at the instance of tl1c Earl of llnutly, as sheriff of In,·erncss, 
because he had upli ft cJ the relief duti es of tl 1e earltlom of ~uthcrbnJ for which Huntly 

1 VoL iii. of this work , pp. -!1--!3. 
2 I bid. pp. 56, 57. It i~ uut stat~· l in the 

writ t o what family :;\[r. l:uL~rt ~lunro he· 
lvugeJ, but iu this conucctiuu it lll:\j' Lc• nntc<l 
that in an old ~[~. genealogy of !~c os uf D.d-

tt3gown, in the ~utherbnd Cbarter·cl. cs t, a 
dau;;htt r uf Al~xanJe r Hoss, wl1o was killed 
Ill 1 -!~7, i" saitl t v wany Gco1gc ~lunro of 
Fu11lis. 
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w.c'l rr;:ponsible to the Crowu. lie a]~o, iu tl1e s~me year, rai ~et l a summons uf rrrnr 
i.u['<l;.;nil.g tl1e l:icrl'i<'e uf Lii ~i~ter Eli7ahnth, but fur some rPn~un the action wa~ ltut 
l' ru•c•·utcJ to any r~sult. In Septem!,cr 1517 he was rdC'a~ctl from Edinburgh Ca ,t!P, 
J.u t w.1s com mitteL! to th e care of .\l.:xandPr 1-Ste\\'art, J•rior of \\'hithorn, the latter br·ing 
111:\<le rC';;punsil· le that hi s war• I "might uocht Jl:lSS in the north parts to mak trouble." 
Tlw prior wa~ \'cry uml'illiug to undertake the charge laid upon Lim, and it aJ•J•ears to 
ha\e rntletl in February 151 S. ..Uex:mtlcr diu go to t he north, anu did make t rouLlc 
t ! .. r,·, l.ut the circumst~·nccs will 1>t:: more fully detailed in the memoir of his ~ister 

Eliwl•dh, Cuuute~s of Sutherlautl. lie met with hi.> death some time in the year 
Li I~ or l;j::!O. II c is Raiu to ha\·e married a si~ter of J ohn 1\Iackay of Strathnaver, 
a no! !Ja,] is~nc one son, cl ulm Sutherlaud. 

So.:a.l of John, ei;;Lth Cat! of Sutherbntl, 14!l:!. 
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X. 1.-- .Jorrx, :n:\Til E:d:L or Scnrr.n.\::P, I:I :OT!IF.tl or ELIZ.\P.F:TII, 

COUl\TESS OF SUT!lr!!LA:\Il. 

1508-1514. 

rrl!IE history of this e:ul is very Lrief and very satl , as his life was over-

shauowed by iuberi tiug bis fatl1er's mental malally. The date of his 

Lirth is nncertaiu, as the retour Ly which he was sen-eJ hei r to his fatl1er in 

1509, though extant in l G30, is llO\\' wanting, and it is not stated in auy other 

writ " ·hether he was then of lawful age. l'roLaLly !tis sister Elizabeth \\' as 

oluer than he. At the date of her father's death site haJ apparently Lei?n 

married for some time, as her eluest son was of marriageable age iu 1518. 

Sir l~obcrt Gordon notes of t his earl nuLl his sister that l1e "was weak of 

j udgemcut, depri vecl of uatura\1 \Yitt and understanding, being able to 

go,·erne n either himself nor otlwrs ; bot his siste r Lady Elizabeth Souther

bud (the wyff of Atlam Gordon of .Aboyn) \Yas full of &pirite and \Yitt." I 

Sir Hou~rt also states that Earl J ollll's sister, anJ particularly her hus

band, Adam Gordon, coutrolleu tbe estate ::mel his afl'ain;~ so that he was earl 

only in name for a few years. This statement, bowe,·cr, must be qualified 

by the fact, also related lJy Sir Tiobert, that the earluom was administered 

by the Crown officers for three years. H e further narrates that .Adam 

Goruon, seeing Earl J ohn';; i11 capacity, anu that his wife, Lady ElizaLcth, 

was the earl's sister and ouly heir, began prudently to tr)· and bri11g about 

1 A goot! deal of hostile cr iticism bas, from 
various causes, ueen direc t ed against Si r 
R oLert Gord un's account of Earl J ohn an<l 
h is relations. There is no rloubt that :':ii r 
I'ouert 's sta tements in many case~ are biass~ · l 

or erroneous, unt be is generall y accurate in 
hi~ reading of the Suth~rbnd paj•Crs, and it 

must also be rem embcrc•l that 'h e himself was 
uorn in 15SO, at no great inten ·al from the 
ti me of Earl J uho, regartling "horn and his 
siste r ~i r ItuLcrt wi); l't easily have oral 
el·i,!cncc at secooJ hantl, if not from 3Ctual 
contemporaries. 
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a set tlement of the estate upou himself aml h is successors, Al cxatHl..:r 

:-i utln~rlaml, r. suu uf the late earl, rwLicd in the previous memoir, lwin~ 

11 riml claimant. To seenrc this re::;ult .-\.Llam G01don caused hi .~ wif0 

E-t:'n·c herself heir to her father, but as h er rights must proeeeJ from l1r.·r 

Iowt her, "who wold be alwiso estecu1ed to be his f~ ther's heyre uu till he 

was r.lccla red uncapable to go\'ern," ..:'ubm procured lais brother-in -law to be 

sc rve(l heir t o the late earl. TLese statements of Sir Hobert are borne ou t Ly 

a hrieve from Chancery for the service of Lady Elizabeth which was 110L 

neted upon, allll by the retour of her Lrother J ohn t wo months latcr.1 

Earl J uhn was served heir to his father ou :24th J nly 150G. On tlH.! 

fdll"wiug clay his brother .dlexauuer maLle resignation of the earhlum as 

nlrt'<1• ly rcbted, in favour of Ea rl J ohn and his sister E lizal.1eth. J:nt 

:.! thou;,;h E.ul J ohn was thns server.l heir, he did not, owing probalJly tn lai -; 

it ii::Ij'acity, immeuiately complete his ti tle by the fenLlal investiture of sa-i nt· . 

,\ :i a r~.: ,;n lt the earldom remained in non-entry for three years, awl tlae r ~.:nt~ 

naaol expenditure of the Sutht.:lhllll estates were admini,tere<l hy .~\ ndr..:w 

~t~ w::!rt, bi,I!OJ' of Caithness, who was then high treasnr.~r aml al so aclct! as 

d a:unl,crbin of Sutherland. The greater part, though not the whole, of lai s 

account rendered to Exchequer is still extant, and '1\e arc thus enaulcr.l to 

furm some idea of the extent of the earl's possessions and thei r value. They 

nre di\·ideu into two classes, property lands, or those held by the carl, 

nnd t enandry lands helLl by his tacksmen or free t enants. The first class 

included Lairg, Golspie, Dunrobin, Uppat, Loth, IIellllsclale, Kil donau, Kiu

Lrace, Brora, and others, a great portion of "the best lands of the sou them 

nnd eastern par ts of the county." The total rents of the property lands were 

£1 03, 4s. Sd., 50 chnhlers 8 bolls burley, 30t marts, 3 dozen and 8 poultry, 

1 Genealogy, pp. 83, 84; Brieve, date,l !Jth ~Iay 150!J ; Retour, 2Hh July 150!J. 
\' ol. iii. oi this work, pp. 40, 41. 
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43 sheep, 3 chahlcrs of oats, aml 253 " wcthy is " of iron. The t enandry 

hn<ls, wl1ich included Et! J~_• rac!J ill s, an •l Coul in ;\ s .~y H t, wi th a largP- l'ortion 

of the present pa ri s h c~ nf Clyne and n ogmt, and olhers, muonntctl in yearly 

rl!nt to £117, l3 s. -!J. ant! scnn ckdders barlcy.1 

}'rom these sums were pai J dming the lir.:;t year of the account the 

terces of t'wo couutesscs. Payment was also maLic for a const::tble fiHLl :1 

small garrison of eight men on guard in the castle of Dunrobiu, "hich 

the earl docs not appear to have pcrsoually occupictl. In 1512 a snm of 

£1 00 was paid for his expenses in food nnrl other necessaries, :\Ir. Cuthucrt 

Baillie being responsible, but the place of his resitlcncc is uot n ::tmed.2 

The acconnt to E xchequer as nO\\ prescrYcrl closes in July 1512, but it 

was not until the following D t'cembcr that 1 •'1S~e!';sion of the earldom was 

given nt the ca<>tle of D unrobin, Patrick ]iai llic nct ing for Earl J ohn. Sir 

Tiobert indicat es that th is in fe ftment was canietl out at the instance of 

.Aclalll Gordon, as a necessary preliminary to his subsequent process of 

idiotry against Earl J ohn. In cons e.qncncc of his application, apparent ly iu 

his "ire's name, to the Crown, a commission \vas issued by the Chancery of 

K ing James the Fifth to '\"illiam, Lon! P..utlwen, J ohn, Lord Drummond, and 

others, to act for the time as sheriffs of Innrncss, to deal with the service 

and execution of the brie,·e of iJ.iotry against the earl, but to hold their 

meetings at I'erth in order to- be free from local influences. The usual 

forms were observed, and the special commissioners, and t}1e jurors "ho had 

been summoned, met at I'erth to cognosce the earl, who was also present. 

The earl himself was examined, \vhich shows that he was not regarded as 

a complete idiot, though he was provably of weak intellect, and he appears 

1 E xchequer P-olls, vol. xiii. pp. cxxxix-cxli, ~63·2G!J. 
2 Ibid. p. 4-!S. It :~.p pc:~.rs th:~.t )lr. Cuthbert Uaillie W33 rector of Sanqnh:~.r. [\.ol. iii. 

of this work, p. 48.) 
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to !:w e lltHl t~ r~tooJ the nature of the proceedings. DefMc the jury ldt t],,! 

rou rt th L• !>lll' rill's intJUireLl of !titu wl10 ::-houltl Le hr:hl to succeed to him and 

l. i~ ]11, 1itage and enjoy hi:; possessions by hereditary right, Lliling lawful !teir,; 

of ),is own bo1ly. In reply, it i ~ said, he declared that Elizabeth, his sister

gt' rtll :1ll, her lnt'iband, .Adam Gordon, and their chi lllrcn were his nearc;;t 

bcirs uml imwediate succe;;sors in default of his own issue, a!lll tktt he 

gave his full consent atlll a:;reement to thi .:;. TLe notary 's nmnti\' t! 

then proccr.tls- " .And because the saiLl lord earl l1as been and is weak of 

!tat ural intellcd, and on that account " ·as afraid lest !tis estate, in whole or in 

J•art, ~lwulJ he alienated or sqt~audered , he, on condition of licence lo.:: ing 

1•1 •taineLl from the kiug, chnse and nominnteLl . .Adat11 Gordon, spouse of his 

~i.-k r Elizabet h, antl ,John Sntherlaurl, burgess of Elgin, a::~ 1•ownful nnol 

pn~tlent cumtors of l1imself anLl his affair3, to rule and gon:m !Jim:;elf, ],j ~ 

l :u~tl s and llO"~c3.~ io ns whatsoe\·cr, with his gooLls, montl.ole allll iututo\·al,J,•, 

1 : 's.•:!tt r.n ·! fut t:re, so that the said curators shall sustain hiu1 houout.tL!y 

ia f, ... ,L) nn•l cluthi ng, under pettnlty of tl LC laws." 1 How f<tr tid .:; rL']•Iy \'.:ts 

t!i ( : .• ~ .:d to the carl ca nnot now be known, but it nmoPnt.t!• l in lawton vvlun

t .lr)' iutcrdiction of himself from making improper settlements or convcp.nccs 

(•! his estate. .As sucl1 an iutcrLliction \\as entirely lt.:gal, ami wa~ th e Ju('lsL 

t•rn•lcnt course as regarded all parties claiming the estates, it \\'as acceptcLl, aml 

the l'roceC'dings ceasccl wi thout the earl's being form ally declared incapalole. 

\\·hate\·er further steps might La\'C become ueccssnry were !JTe\'ented loy 

the tlenth of the earl about a month after the meeting at I'crth.2 The place 

wl1ere he died and the spot where he was bu ried are not recorded Ly Sir 

l ~oLe rt Gordon, who is usually particular in these matters, but who in tlai~ 

iustaucc scarcely c\·eu notices the earl's decease. H e wa.s succeeLled Ly hi s 

siste r, La,Jy Elizabeth, of whom a memoir follows. 
1 Vol. iii. of this work, pp. 5::?, 53. 13th June 151!. 

\"OL. L 

ZJ&id. p. !,(j, 
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X. ~ .-ELIZADETII, Cou:n~::ss OF St:TIIEI:LAXIl, oxLr DAUGHTER OF 

J onx, F.IGHTII E.n:.L. 

ADA~! Gor.DoN OF ADOY:::\E, EARL OF SlTTf!ERLAKD. 

1514-1 538. 

Tim first fact recorded in the history of tl1is lady is her marriage, -wltich, 

acconling t o Sir l~obcrt Gordon, took pLtc•: in the year 15 00. There is 

no iufonnation as to the Jate of her Lirlh, nor other particulars rcgan1ing her 

until her nwrriage to Adam Gonion, sceoiill son of George, scconu E arl of 

Huntly, by l1is first wife, Annabella, youngest llaughter of King James the 

}'irst. The earliest notices of Adalll Goruon are about the year 1490, wl1en 

he appears as a witness to various documents, and in that year also he 

received from his father a grant of the lands of Tulloquhody and many 

others in the barony of Aboync, AberLlcensLirc. These bnus were ginn in 

exchange fur the lauds of Schevcs which had belonged to ALlam, and were 

resigned Ly him to be given to his brother \\'il liam.1 Thereafter ALlam 

Gordon adopted the territorial designation of Aboyne. The same lands were, 

in the year 14%, resigued and regranted to ALlam as before, with a further 

destinat ion to Lis younger l 'rother J ames.2 

If tl1e marriage of AdaUl Gonion with Elizabeth Sutherland took place 

auout 1500, it is not until 1500 that we h~Ye any record ·of his dealing in 

the affairs of the carluom of Sutherland. rrolml_~ly during the life of his 

father-in-law there was IJO uCeLl for his intervention, but Sir n obcrt Gordon 

informs us that the mental !'·eakuess of John, the ninth carl, led· Adam to 

interfere lest the estate might be improperly alienated, aml to enueavour to 

I Vol. iii. of this work, p. 35; cf. Antiquities of AberJ een, etc., \'ol. iii. p. GS. 
2 Vol. iii. of this work, pp. 38, 39. 
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,-., ·.:nru !tis own rights. \Yhat steps h(; took to this cnt.l have been narralcll in 

t ill' J•rt:ccdmg tuemuirs, ·viz., the service of E a! I J ohn as hdr to his father, :111<! 

t l!~ intptiry at l 'ertlt iuto the carl's m cu ta l coudition. After tltc earl'::; tlcath 

i 11 .luly 1 r.u, some little time elapsed lief ore fur ther proceedings were taken, 

<! nd it was not until the 3J of Octouer, in the same year, that Lady Eliza

\.d h wa::; serveu heir t o her urotl1er.1 Tltis service, the inquest for wlti ch sat 

at Inverness, Sutherland being then iu that sh eriffllom, was opposed by her 

l•rother Alexander, who seut lt is "brother," ).Ir. Hobert ::\Inuro, as his pro

curator, to object to the proceeuiugs. 

}fanr au1·erse criticisms have been made, notably by Sir Hobert Gonion 

<•f G t> nl on~ to n, one of the claimants, in 1 i GG, of the Sutlterlaml pec ragt>, 

HJ•< •ll Adam Goruou, the husband of Elizabeth Sutherl:.md, in reg:ml to hi ::; 

all··~nl il l-trc:J.tment of A lexander Sutherland, who is assmneu by Sir l:<Jl)l' t t 

I <~ hu l l·~ iti111ate, auu the r iglttful male heir. The notary's ius tmment \1 lt ich 

U.l ff:l~l'f> the protest maue by Alexanuer, but which was then Ullknowu tl) ;-; j r 

I>Lcrt Gorllvn, nuu was p rouuceu uy LaLly Eli zalieth's counsel in the peerage 

ca.'e in the last century, is the only uocuwent upon which any charge can 

l•l' f .. unlled of har:sh treatment t o Alexander Sutherland. Among otl1 c'r 

l '!,·as maue Ly ltis procurator was the assertion that Alexander coulol 1111t 

him:sclf safely come to Inverness t o oppose the service on accoun t of the 

tyranny of the Earl of Huntly aud other favourers of Elizabeth Suthcrlallll . 

.:\ssnrance was then gi ven unucr severe p enalties, both liy Huntly am! 

Adam Goruon, that Alexander should have safe conduct to and from 

Iuvcrness. H e docs not, however, appear to h ave availed himself of i t, anJ 

his procurator in act ing for him did not make the usual legal objections to 

the service. lie did not oliject to the brief or its execution, or to the 

lllembcrs of the L:uurt, uor anything in special, Lut allegeJ the existence of 

I VoL iii of tl..U..> work, r· 55. 
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an (?llln i1 lJy roynl charter, of the hunls au,} c:1rhlom of Sntlrcrlaml. \Ylren 

callcLl upou lo l'r,,Juce tlri.::; clw.rlc.r, lrowewr, l1c faileJ to do so, an<l the jmy 

aecurdirrgl_r p·occc,.1ccl witL the scrvi c,\1 UjlCJ!l \vhich, nnLl a crown l'rcccpt which 

followcu, Elizo.L•cth Suthcrb.ml w:1s iufdt iu the lauds 011 30th Juuc Li15.2 

She aud her husba11d, itumeLliately after the infeftment, v;ere kn own as 

Earl allll Countess of Sntl1erlaHJ. A'bm Gor"llon styles lJimsclf Earl of 

Suthedn!lll i11 a letter of presentation, (btel1 31st August Li 15, in fa Your of 

Sir ltolJert ).!"lt aitb, as dra],Jain c.f the cLurch of St. AnJn:w at GcJlspie.3 

From a docr1uct alllxctl to tl ris v•rit, we learn that tlrc enr1 \\·as for the time 

resiJiug at Gort1on Castle, the n so recently lJuilt as to lJe sti ll known as 

X ewark on the Spey. Hi .s re.sidencc thr rt: may haYe lJecn only temporary, 

ot· it may have lJeen a matter of policy previous to the full complet ion of !ric:; 

wi fe':> ti tle to Sutherla!.!J. 

Then~ is no definite infornwtion as to the proceedings of the conntess and 

her huslJauJ for a year after J mw I;Jl .i. Sir TioLert Gonion, the l1istorian, states 

that ".Adam, E arle of Southerl and, forseiug great truLies lildic to fall fur th 

in his cuutrey, 11 e e11tcrcu in familiari tie aml freiud.:>chip with J ohn Sineklcr, 

Erle of Catteyues, tl1i.s yeir of God 131G." H u al.so states, without giYiug a 

. date, uut :t}Jp:trcutly rcferrin;; to a later )•erioLl, that while Earl Adam was in 

Strathbo6ie, Alexamler Sutherland, the claimant of the earlJom, seizell the 

castle of D uu rolJ in. lt wouhl appear, howe,·er, from the uond of friendship 
1 Vol. ii i. of tb i.> work, p. 5G. 
2 Ibid. pp. 5 7, :i0, GO. T here is on ly one 

d ocum•nt in the Sutherland Charter·che~ t 

"b ich suggest s t he cxuci5e of unclue iutlu~nce 
in carrying through the se rv ice of ElizaLeth 
Sutberhnd. Dy a notarial instrument, d •• ted 
in January 1515, the Earl of Tiuntly, A1lam 
Gordon's brother, rtnounced in Adatu'~ fa,·our 
a contrad, J,y \1 hich Adam resigned t hP bn.J o 
of .dbo) ne t u th e earl, on coucitt ion that the 

latte r wotild s~curc th e h wfn l entry of 
Elizabeth Suth~rlauJ i nto h er lands, with 
po~"e::.s i o n, Hu ntly was sh~riti of t he whole 
<listric!, am\ it was evidently dt:sir e<l be 
sbouhl c<•tUJ'lt!c th t> lacly's title quickly, but 
it was nut unt il th e following )Jay that he 
grantetl the usual prect·pt for b~r iu fdtme ut. 
l\'t·l. ii i. of t his work, I'· 5S; d. p. GO.) 

3 f !,id. p. Gl. 
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AGI~EE.lfEXT IJ'll'JI C. llTJJj.ESS TO HL' CO J'L'!:. DC\'EOBI.\". ;; 

wiLh. the E:1rl of Caitluwss, wltich i'3 still extant, and w!tieh is dat ·:d in 

SepLentL~r 15 l G, tlJat .\lexan.Jer ~uth~rlau·l was at that date in posses<; ion rof 

lluuroLin. Doth the carl antl co~ntess were parties to tl1e agreement, the 

first clause of which proYided tlwt the Earl of Caithness should recoYer the 

cas t!(.) of DunroLin out of Alexander Sutherland's hands as quickly as possiLit•, 

awl llelin:r i t up t o i ts owners within twenty Jays after its reco \'ery. 

Caithness was al so to intromit \ri th the rents anJ duties of the earldom until 

l1 e recovered the cast!~, Lut only to the extent of his cxpeuses, the Lalance 

h . .:ing left in the hands of the tenants, tl1ough he was not to Le re::;pon~il,Jc 

f, ,r spoliation l•y those iu the castle. H e was aho to support and tldl'ud 

the Ead aml Countcs.~ of Sutherland in their p ossession of the e::uhlolll. 

On the otl1er hand, tLey bouml thcmseln:s to maintai n and dt:ft•ntl 

l'aithucss iu hi s earldoll1 and p ossessions. If certain pcrsous \>l 1o a1 o) 

nalltl'•l gave their assistauce to him iu reg<liuing D unroLin, "the erill .u:ol 

t uuq.tas uf Sutl1irlar1ll sal Le }'lesauut to thai m thairfor," am] tl1ey ~;l1all ~~~ .. • 

J,i,; n.hit:e in 111atters rebtin::; to these 1•ersons. It \ \"aS also a;;reed tlwt if tltl' 

t:.t s! lo.: ~lwuhl not Le speetlily won, or if it should suffer in the ~t ru ~:,.:lo• t•> 

re~ain it, Earl .Allam aw l his wife should have rdu~e in ally strull:::hul• l 

l'a it lmess could provide for them in his t erritory 1111til Dumobin were n.wly. 

·Fur this sen'ice they promised to secure the Earl of Caithness in tW~.!Illj' 

puuwls "·orth of land in Strathullie, now H elmsdale, until he coulll Le 

sec ured in the same \'aluc of lam! iu . Caithness, he granting a lette r of 

reYer::;iou thereof. The necessary documents were to Le completetl awl 

pl aceu in the ha uds of Sir James Crichton of Frend ruught, to be J cl iY ertd 

to either party when the castle \\'as regained. In terms of this agreement, 

a charter and precept of sasine of the lauds of H elmsdale were gmntet! to 

the Earl of Caithness, awl he s ig ned a letter of rcnrsion in llue form.1 

1 Vol. iii. of this work, pp. G3-6i. 
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. H ow far t his a~l"C l' lll t: Ht was carried ou t at this ti me, is uot clear. Sir 

l :oLert Go1Llu11 a liegc:; that the Earl of Caithucss tliLI not pcrfurm t he cuu 

tlitions of lt i;:; bond tltongh he kc1't the la11Js. Yet in l\! n. rr h of the fullo w

ing year, l :i l i , and unti l FeLruary 15 18, A kxa nJer Suthcrlaud was i 11 

E •linburgh, either coufiucu in t ile castl e t here or u nder p ri n tte custOL!y, 

though, so far as al'pears, tltis wa" uot Lroug!Jt aLout by the agency of the 

Earl of Caithness, but Ly that of tlJC Earl of 1 [uu tly. The latter was 

sheriff of Jnverncas-:,hire, mu.l was responsible to the Cro\l"lt for t he dut ies 

exigiLie from the lands whi le in non-cutry. Alexander Sutherland had 

seized upon and aa)ropriated t11e Crown dues to l1is own use, and i t was 

for this ofl'ence he was committed to ward in Ed inbu rgh castle.1 

Sir Tiober t Gordon says not bing y; Jt ,~t evcr of Al exander Snt lterlaml's 

imprisonment at th is llate, nor Lloes he indicate him as the parti cubr cause 

of the agree111ent \Yi th th e Earl of Caithness, the making of 'dtich seems 

to warrant il1e inference that .Adam Gordon's obtaining the earldom was not 

looked upon with favou r Ly the iultahitants of Sutherland. Sir l~oLe rt's 

own language in some places implies the existence of such di sfavour, wh ich 

he attributes to j ealousy of the great ltousc of Gordon, and to ot her base 

motives. Yet, seeiug the ea rl and countess had not influence enough in t ltci r 

own territory to retake their cast le witl lUut t:alli11g in the a id of a ueigh

Louri ng baron, it follows that citlt er Alexauder Sut herland's abili ty nmst 

ltave been consiLleraLle, or the belief in . l1i s .(Jrdeusions to the earldo m m us t 

have been so strong as to enaLle l1im to holJ the cas tle, and e\·en, as ,Yill 

appe~ r, t o seize it a second time. 

Sir Robert Gordou's dates at tltis period are confused, aml ?is sequence of 

events is llouLtful. After referring to the agreement above cited wi th the 

I Acta. Domiuorum Concilii, citetl in Supplemental C:J.Sc fur Sir f:. ubcrt Gordon of 
Gordonston in Sutherland f'~c ra0e. 
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E ,rll•f Cai thucss, wl1ich he rightly p laces iu the y ea r l !J lG, be as:sigus tu the 

~. 1 : B•' y··n what l1 e ca1ls a·' L~l ll tl of s~;: r vic.e" l•y Y. ?.lac:kny of Stralhn::tvcr to 

.;\ ll.un , E:ul of Sutherl and, and makes ~\1 ackny die shortly a fkrw:nds. Tl 11: 

ltt~ Bd, !Jowcvcr, is exta nt, and is dated in 151 i, a yea r late r t! Ja u Sir ]~obl'rt 

~t.1~es it to Lc. He also descriLcs it as if it were 6rrantct l by an in ferior to 

n !< upcriur, which is not the case. The agreement, cxce]_Ji for the ack now

kd~<Jll fact that Earl Adam was :Mackay's oYer-lord in certain la uds, is 

n transaction Letweeu equals. They nmtnally promise to respect and l •ro

tl'ct each other's possess ions, llll1ler a penalty of on e thousauLl merks, payabk 

l•y the party infringiug the contract. The writ is dateJ at hlYcl'll ess, wh ich 

may im1•ly that the carl \\·as not yet resiJing in his own carlllom.1 

Sir I:oLL"rt Gordon fu rther s tate.:: that a ft er Y . ::\facby's death l1is ~··n 

,1 .-.lm ~uccced ell, who, taking ad\·antage of E arl ..Ada m's aL:::ence in the sout h 

uf Scutbwl, innlleLl SutherlmHI and rnv[lged the earl's t enitory. J:ut tile 

l ••l:uk;,s, "Lt:i ug •• ~ hulll c in the cuutrey, a nd havei n~ cert ane intc ll i~t·nce of 

t hi.i inra~ inn, shoe delt eame::; tlie with her bastard Lruther, Al exande r 

!' .. m tl lerl.lllll, nnd pcrsuadeLl him to resist :\facky, whenmto he y iehled." 

~ i r l:<1Lcrt then gi,· es a description of a clan battle, at a place called 

Tt• rramlow or Cnocandow in Tiogart parish, in which tho StrathnaYcr llH' Il 

wen:! routed with great slaughter, au event \vhich he places in the year 

1 [d 7, enfortunately, however, for his narra tive, it k1s been ::~!ready 

1>hown tlwt John )fackay could not have succeeded until af ter July 151i, 

and ::1lso that Alexander Sutherland himself was a captive during the \rhole 

of tbat year. 

In other respects also Sir Robert Gordon's narratiYe of the various 

encounters with the l.Iackays at this time must be r eeei \·ed with caution, tll ou~h 

fur some of the events be relates there is a basis of f::~ct. He states tha t 

1 VoL iiL of this work, p. 6S, 31st July 1517. 
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beside the fata l battle rcferretl to there were lesser conflicts ari sing from 

a feud Letwcen Julm ::\Iackay awl J ohn ).[urray of . .\hcrscross w!ticb 

again r esnltet1 in tl1e di .::cowfitme of. the ::\l::\ckays. I n consequence of 

th is, Sir J~ol•ert ~Hhl;;, " J olm .:\f:-tcky suh111ittel1 him sclff to Earle "\dalll aftrr 

h is return from :E,linburglt, and gave bim h is banu of service, tlatetl tlt e yci r 

of God one thowsanJ fyye lntn•lrc1l and ri~htceu." This is correct, the bollll 

in question, which is still extant, being date(} in .August of that r ear, all!! 

there is e\·idcnce that Earl Adam, during \Yhose abscne;e in the south 

Mackay's inYas iou is alle;ct1 to have Lcen made, was in Edinburgh in 

}'ebruary 1518 and pcrhap'l later, while he was again in the n r•r th rm1l 

resident at Dunrobi n on the l Oth of :J lay.1 It was also iu F ebruary l;:ilS, or 

about tha t time, that .Alexander Suthabud w:-ts finally liberated. 

ny the t1 ·1·ms of the agreement between Earl Adam and John ).lackay 

further <1ouLt is thrown on the sequence of eYents as chronicled by Sir 

Hobert Gordon, who probn.uly repeated the con fused t raditions of the 

country. The fi rst clause Linds ).lackay in the usual form to do man 

r ent service to tl1e ea rl, but there is a special pro\·isiou that if .A lex

ander Sutherlaml comes into any part belon~iug to :Jlackay, or to any 

place near the bounds of SutherlanLl, or into Sutlterland, l\Iacl;Gy sha11 

do his utmost to seize .Aiexand8r or any of lti s party, and to bring them 

lo the earl, \\'ho, in such a ca~e, is bound to defeml il fackay if challengeJ 

before the king and counci l fo r his proceeding~. It ·is also stipulated 

that such proceCllings should no t cost :Jiackay th e loss of his lands in 

1 Act:~ Dom inorum Concilii, of date Feb
r uary 15 1 i -IS ; ,-ol. iii. of this work, p. 60. 
E arl Adam, when at D•wrobin, grantecl t o 
J vhn :'-1 urray, bn rges3 of Dornoch, t he mar
riage of J anet and Elizabeth Clyne, daughte rs 
of the late William Clyne of that I lk, t hat 

t hey might be marrie,J t o th" t wo sons of the 
grantee. Sir r..oLert Conlon notices t his 
grant , :mel adLls th:~t :'-l urr:~y 's sons di,J not 
marry the two h~irc~scs . lie furth er alleges 
t hat t he grantee was Murray of ALcrscross, 
Lnt this docs not a)'pcar in the wri t . 
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Slrathfl ee t which the earl bad given !tim, but he should fOI·f,•it tltCIIt if !t.· 

Ltih!<l tv fuhtltlt~: CO IIL.·,,ct. The eat ! in return Limb himself to ue ":lilt~ ~:nid 

J,ml :wd maister" to ,:O.Iacl;:ny, anrl also to give him the l:mJs named " f•Jr hi~ 

gui,l service to be Lloyne." There is no hint in the agreement of any sub. 

111iss ion 011 .:Jiacby's part; Earl Adam treats with him rather as a11 nlly. In 

short, these arrangements, taken in con11ection wi th the fact that so tne mont I:.~ 

J•reviously, in September 151 i, the lonls of council , although . .\IexatHl•T 

Sntber!anLl had bceu released from strict confinement, 1:efusecl to allow him t·• 

go north, lest he shoulL! "111ak trouble," would suggest that the Jisturuancrs i11 

Sutherland, if any, were the work not of .:Jiackay, but of Earl "\ Lbm's ''1'

ponent after his liberntion in February. It is also to be noted that .\h:x:md··r 

Suthcrlanu , after his release from Elli nlJUrgh Castle, instituted J•rut:L'•·din.:; 

l·dore the council in prosecution of his claim to the e:n!Jolll, aut! iu UJ•l" •"i· 

tiun to his sister's se rvicr, t hou~h he apparently faileJ to punuc the «'a.-;e. 1 

Tlw second part of the a~rcement uctwccn E:1rl . .\Jam aud .:\!.lcJ..a y 

rebt.::; to J uhn ?\I urmy. Sir I:obert Gonlun states th:1t Jol111 :'llurray ,,f 

,\herscross was one of the princi!Ja l of those who !'ought a~aim; t t\:e .:\lacl.;.t) ~ 

at Cuocando'-'·, and that in revenge he was t\\'ice after\\'al'lls attacked \.y 

them, Lut wail on both occasions Yictorious, which led to :Jlackay ':; sulJIIIi ''i"n. 

But as already indicatetl, there is uo trace in the agreement of a11y sud t 

attitude on :Jiacb.y's part, and tlJC clause relating to ?\I urray docs 11(.: 

accord with the alleged circumstances. Earl Auaru specially decl:uc~ that 

he will not reset :Jiurray nor yet agree with him or his kinsmen without 

)fack:ty's consent and aJvice, and ?lfackay is not to agree with :Ji urro~y 

without the earl 's consent. This clause is consistent with the existence ()[ ;t 

quarrel between :.rurray and .:Jiackay, but it is incompatiL!e \rith tIt\' 

assertion that }.Iackay was an inYalle r, aml :'If mray one of the prc~l' r n·r.; of 

1 Acta Dominorum Couci1ii, of da te September 1517 antl February I 5 I"· 
VOL. I. L 
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thP. enrJ,]nm of ~ntltcrJam] . 1\f rWCOYCr, tl1e :l~ reement '1\'l\S signed lJy tbe 

contracting p:nt iL·S aL .\Lerscross, the re::,itleuce of J ohn ~l11rr:1y l1 imself. 

Either Earl .. Atblll was ~n:--io u s to secure ,J,;lln :\fackay's assistance at all 

hazards, or ). £urrr~y may have Lcen a 1 •nrti ::>an of .\lcxanJer SntherhnJ, 

and fvr tlw time at le,1st OPlHJ~eLll•otll to Earl .Arhm a1Hl to :\fa<.: krty.1 

'l'he nex t recorJeJ event of whid1 thc: re is any clear evidence is Lhrtt 

AlexaHJcr Sutherland ngnin lllntlc ltilllself master of J)nnruui n.. Sir J:ohert 

Gordon states Lhrtt about tl1i;; ti111 c, 151 8, Earl Adam arrangcLl the maniage 

of his son, Alcxrtnder GorJc,u, :\IastL•r of SutherLtwl, anJ he implies that 

one conse.<]_uenee of this '\ras "a grcrtt st irr and insurn.:ction" made lJy 

Alexamkr Sntht>rlanJ, tl1e cb imrtn t of the ertrl•lom. Ertrl .:\dam, it is snit!, 

offereJ l1illl "many gooLl rtnLl rertsonrtlJle eol1Llitious," v:hich he rt>jecte.J, 

inspired by "aml•ition, a rcasoulcssc :lllrl restlcs honor." Ile now openly 

claillleJ the earlLlom, repndirttiug the renunciat ion he !trtd formerly maLic 

at I nverness, rtnJ alleging tk.t "his mother was haudf:lsted and fian ced 

to his father," Em·l J ohn, alld thrtt he \vas tl1c rightful heir.2 "\Ve haYc 

al reaLly seen tho.t Alexrtmler hrtd begun legrtl proceedings to reduce his 

sister's infeftments, aml it is proLalJlc thrtt he \ras now encoumgeJ to han 

recourse to violence, as Sir Tiobert states that lll~ "gain eLl a great faYor" 

with the men of Sutberhnd. "He was fullo'>Y eLl by mrtnie and mrtnteyned 

by the Ertrle of CrtttPynes and ).bcky, \rhosc sister he had now mrtrcid, rtnd 

who wes ghitl to find so gooLl opportuuitie to sow the seid of dissentiOil in 

Southerl:md." Taking aJ,·antage of }:arl Adam's rtbsence in Strathbogie, 

he "gathered a grertt comprtny of men and beseitlgeJ the crtstel of Donn

robin, the cheif strenth rtnJ fort in Soutl 1orhml, wl1icb in end he took 

befor Earle Adrtm could returne.'' 3 H is cl1ief follower aml assistant on this 

1 Agreement, dated 16th August 151S, Yol. iii. of this work, pp. 6~-il. :'>Iurr.:~y is not .:1 

~ i tnes~ t o the writ. ! Gene.:~logy, p. 95. 3 /l.id. 
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a11 .1 cxecntt~t l.l The historian add 5, that to c1uell the iusurreetio u E.u 1 
.\.!:un st·ut, bdore he came himsel f, ~\.lexanLler Leslie of Kiuninvie with a 

c11n1p:wy of tueu to Sutherland to assist J obn 1\Iurray of Aberscross. They 

Lti·l siege to Dunrouin, which was yielded to them, as .Alexander Sutltcr

bttL! hntl retired to Strath11aver, \rhence, however, he made a fr e::>h hostile 

descent, which iu the end led to his dcs tructiou. 

Sir l~obe rt Gordon gives uo iuJication of the time over which the c\·ents 

which he records extendeLl, but the seizure of the castle is pro\·ctl by an 

iudL·pendent authority, which shows that the LuilJiug was iu the lmud:> 

of tlte rel.Jels in ::\larch 1519, and that the affair attracted a wider atlcutiua 

than the merdy local interest Sir Tiouert assigns to it. The Earl of Caitlt

Ii L·~ was called upon to fulfil his portion of the agreement made in l .J IG, 

l·ut :seuns to have refused ltis co-operation, and was legally !JrOceL•ded a;.;aiu :-- t 

t. (<.>Jr.liugly. So much may be gathereLl from the tenus of au ad of 

r· •U 11 cil, dated 11th .:\farch 1519, which narrates tlw.t .AlexanJ.:r, Earl vf 

lluntly,li eutenaut of the northern counties, had c-:mseuteJ to rdea.se Ju!tll, 

E:1rl of Caithucss, from the horn for the space of twenty days tlta.t be 111i ~llt 

collie Lefort,; the council and ouey their commands in such thing;:; as t!tey 

sl•all think expedient for the '1\'elfare of the kingdom. Earl John is to Le 

certified that if he do not appear '1\'ithin the time stated, be will Le of uew 

denounced a rebel unless he "in the meantime pass with his folks about 

the House of Duurobine for the reco\·ering of the same out of SauJcrs 

(.\.lexander) Sutherland's hands and to close it with his folks while he get 

ltelp and supply fra the Earl of Huntly." 2 H e is to receive royal Idlers 
1 On 27th June 151!1, the E:\rl of Huntly 

gr:-.ntcd t o Juhn Terrell of Doll aiHI others a 
rde:J.Sc of th e forfeiture incurre•l by them for 
'-v> lc6-iug the .;a,tlc of L'llUIOUi n. [\\'rit in 

SutLerlaml Charter-chest.) 
2 Act:-. llominorum Concilii, of date II th 

March 1519. 
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etnpowering him to raise the lieges to aid him in the siege ami recovery 

of the ca~t l e. ~\l e~uwh ilr> t lu~ COUIJC'i l sn ~ 1 )(.: 11tl th1) letters procureLl Ly the 

E:ul of Cait hness for sureties awl lawbu rrow;; to Lc taken of tl 1C Eal'ls nf 

llnnt.ly, Sntherbuu and thei r fricu,ls, uccan::c H unt ly ba•lumlertaken, UIHlet• 

a penalty of tm,;"nty th o n~awllll c~rk s, th at he 1> h:,ll sa fely come to th e counci l. 

It is J• roLal,le that Cait lu u:·~s was sumtuoncd to EJi nburgh either to get 

!tim out of th e v;ay or to compd !t im to :ti ll in regaining DunrolJin. How 

far l1 e was success ful th ere is 110 iml L' pcnclcut evidence to show. Sir Hobert 

Gordon iwli catcs that tlt•3 ca~t l c w:1 s surrendered, though he says notlting of 

the Earl of Caithness, but as the latter is aften nn Lls fouu'l in possession of 

the lands namccl in his agreement, it may Lc prcsumcLl he fulfilled its comli

tions howcYcr nn willingly. Alexander Sntbcrbnrl docs not appear to have 

long surviYeLl the takiug of the castle of 1 >uuroLin. lie met his fate, 

according to Sir Houcrt, iu a conflict which touk place bet ween him ami 

his followers and the men of the Earl of Suthcrb llll, at a place near Kintrau

well in Loth parish. His party ·was dc featccl and he himself slain. "His 

!tead wcs carcid to Dounrouin on a spear, anrl wcs placed upon the height of 

the great tour; which shewes ws that wh,Ltsoc ver by fate is allotted, though 

sometymes forshcwed, can ucnr uc a,·oyclccl." For the witches hau fo!'e

told to Alexand er "that his head should he the higltcst tbat ever wes of 

the Sontherlancls, which he did foolishli e interpret, that some uay he shoulu 

be Earle of Southerl:lllu aml in honor au•;ve all lti :: prediccssors." 1 

The next few years appear to Lc uneventful. Earl ~\.(lam is mentioned in 

1523 as a defender iu an action of spoliation Lrought agaiu::;t him aud others 

by ElizaLctl1, Countess of H untly. They were charged with carrying ofl' from 

the lauds of " Dawanc," uelouging to the countess in conjunct fL•e, two 

hundred uolls of oats, valucJ at l 3s. !d. the Lull, OIIC hunured uoll,; of Lear, 

I C:cnc;"~logy. p. !JG . 
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I a·~· _0-. the Loll, with feather-Letls, l•ol:st•~ rs, aud other fumi sbings. 

~ .) 

The 
l ·r~>~,·rutnr , l.JoweYer, craved tke~·cc a~ninst one of the defenders only, awl 

Earl AJam wa:o acr1uitted.1 The carl in AJ'til 15:2 4 grantcJ to J ohn Terrt:ll, 

~on of .Ah•xander Tcm~ll of Ll;JlJ, form~1ly uaJncd at the seizure of DunnJlJi n, 

the lanJs of Kilcalmkil in Strathhrora/ awl bter in the same year he wa.-; 

l'liC:;l:;cll in a dispute with th e Earl of Caithness as to tlte fishings of ITelmsdak 

Sir l:obert Gordon's account of this nffair is to the effect that Earl ~\.Jain 

a11<l th e E.ul of Caithness "did cuter in sute of law" about the lands of 

~tratllllllie , auJ some other parti culars then iu qu estion betwi xt th <.: lll. 

"Earle .Atlam allcu::;ed tktt the Earl e of Catteyncs ll:lu not kcipt his l'l'vinise 

nor a~s i s t cll him against his enemies, for the which cause, aud no ot lt e rwi~··, 

he lt<Hl gii'CII l tim thc:1c land ;;," so they weut to Edinburgh to fight it out 

ldorc tlte ]a,,. cou rts. nut they rderred the whole subject of clel.Ja te t•J 

t: avin lhlllhar, Lishop of .Abl'rlleen, who cl ccitlecl the coutroYersy. 

Tl tc gl'nCr:ll accuracy of this unrrati re i ~ borne out l•y the teru1s of the 

dl•t: rec·-:nbit ral pronoullced Ly th e l.Ji shop, in \Yhich the parties nrc descriLed 

n~ .J ohu, Earl of Caithness, on the one hand, and ~\dam, Earl of Su thcrLut d, 

awl El izaueth, his countess, on the other. The suuject of dispute w;L<; 

t l!C po:>session of the fi shing of the water of Helmsdale, and certain lands 

on the \res t siJe of the same, with "all other debaittis '' depending l.Jet wceu 

the parties. At the giYiu6 of the award the Earl of Caithness appeaml J,er· 

sonnlly on lti s ow n behalf, \rhile AlexanJer, ?.Jaster vf Sutherland, repre

sented bis fa ther aud mother. The Lishop deciclecl, in the first place, tbat 

the Earl and Countess of Sutherland had full right t~ the salmon fishing of 

tbc water of Helmstlale, to enjoy the same without hindrance. by the Earl of 

Caithness, with free entry to shoot and draw their nets, anll to Lwd tlwir 

1 Acta Dominvrum Concilii, at <.b.t c 30th May 1.3:?3. 
2 Vol. iii. of this "'ork, p. i2. 





86 L'L!Z.U:L'l'll, COU.\'J'f.'SS OP SU1'1!ERLIXD. 

cubles and fi;;h enneu as sklll Le necessary fur tl1c usc of the fi :sln~ry. TLis 

::;,,·,a~cl v.·as iu :tl.t:urd,lllce v.ilh tlt..: re, l'l'\-<llion of the sal111oll fi :shiugs maue in 

the agr..:eweut of l 51G, cited on a ]nev ious vnge, and the Earl of Caitlllless 

" ·as required to renounce all rigM atal cbitn to the fis ],iugs. In t],e secoucl 

1•lacc, it was decem ed that the E <trl of Caithness shouhl enjoy all the lands of 

IIelrnsdalc uameJ in l1is cknter, as m·ll on the west siJe of t l1e ri\·er as on 

the east bit.le. F urthe r, for "eertane cousiJeratiuus," which a rc not JefineJ , 

the arLitcr directs the Earl allll Couutess of Sut!Ierlallll to secure tl1 e 1-:rnl 

of Caithness in " ten vnut.lis \Y urthe of land" within Snthcrlawl ll!lllcr 

ren~ rsion for tLt) sum of three ltuuJrcd merks. This is in allt.lition to the 

£ :20 Ian(] stipulated for in the former agreeweut , and is not t o affect that 

conJit ion.1 l n conclusion, the ui ;; lwp "Ol\linis all the sairl is partiis to stand 

in ltettlie kynuncs" to each· other in time to come, wl1ich injunction, accon1-

ing to Sir n out: rt, \ \'US obeyell during tliC rest of tll cir days . 

.A week or two later, Earl A uaw anu h is cot ul te.<:s, who were then appar

ently H:siLl ing at Elgin, grautetl a cl wrtcr of tl1c l:lllus of Proucy, including 

l 'roncy-nain, En.:lix, aml others to \Yilliam Sutherland of l>nf1'us. The ;nit 

narrates that the granters, desi rous that lauds in their lord:;IIi}J sl10u!J not 

pass to persons unknown or having no titl e, auJ consitl ering the right of suc

cess ion of \Yilliam Sutherland in virtue of an entail to the lands by the 

deceas~ of the late H ugh Suthcr1am1 of l'roncy without lieirs-malc, thry 

therefore grant the lands to \\.illiam and !1is hcirs.2 Another writ granted 

hy Earl Adam at th is time, with consent of bis countess, was a precept for 

infefti ng J ohn Kinnaird, son and hei r of the l at~ Andrew Kinnai rJ of that 

ilk, in the lauds of Skelbo anJ others, including AchavanJra, Dalvraid, AlJc rs

cross, P ittcntrail, Im·~rshin, Assynt, Etlderachills, and others.3 

1 Decree, II th .\larch 15::? -t -5, vol. iii. of tllia work, 1'1'· 74, 75. 
2 I &iJ.. pp. 75-77, ~Gth ~l arch 15::?5. 3 13th July 1 5 ~5, ibid. pp. 77, 73. 
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. T wu yt:ars late r, in August 15:2 i , the Earl of Suthcrl:mu is nantC'tl in C'••ll· 

nect ion wi th hi s grandnephew, tht! y•)ung E:1 rl of IInutly, in a writ whir! 1 

1·xplai ns a specially eulogistic pas;:agc in Sir J~obc:rt Gortlou's hi>'!o ry . 

Geor;;e, Earl of ll uutly, a minor, in 15? 3, on liis grandfather's dt ·atlt, w~h 

commi t teu to t he E arl of Angus" to be instructcu in all gooLlncs an•IIuan

n c r~. answer ing to the excellency of that witt wherwitlt he was inci 1H·d." 

.~\ml iL is adJeLl, "This George wes aLlorneLl with such excellent sueitncs , ,f 

manners and pleasantncs of witt tlHtt the Earle of Angus ,,-old never or Y• ·rie 

kmllic su ffe r hi m to depairt out of ltis cowpanie." The writ in questirm is 

an obl ignt ion by I:obr:rt Barton of ( h·er-Darnton to the Earl of A ngn;:, thrn 

chnncellor, t l1at ·when the Earl o£ Tiuully pa!3secl "to the X urthhnLl t(J Yi ,it 

lli s fr ie urls, and t o do his other 1:-mfu l erands," Darton shon]J reslure au.! 

d,..li,·er h im to .Angus within a specified li me, or failing Earl Georg .... , sh••ll l·l 

deliver up th e heir to t he earlLlom of Huntly. The Earl of Suthcrl:t !id. 

ro :1 one of Hunt ly 's rcbtiYes, was, \Yl lh othe rs, a stll'<,ty for J~artou in t];j , 

l•oml, the l 'c n :-~ lty for fai lure bei ng ten thousand lllCJ"ks. The tcrrus uf i~ 

su;:;:;cst that the chancellor's object ion to 1•art with H untly was less rourautl•' 

lhau that assigned auoYe, the young earl being really an imp•1rla11t \Yard f•f 

the Crown, n luable not in himself bu t only as hei r t o the ea rhlom, r•'J•r.:· 

senting so much Cro"\\n property, for the safe keeping of whi ch the ckmcellt•r 

was responsible. The young earl was returned safe and sound before the litn·~ 

appoin ted, and Barton aml his su reties \>ere released from thei r obligations.1 

Towards the close of t he same year, 1527, Ea rl Adam and h is countess 

were again at Elgin, where it is probable they were in the habi t of spending 

the winter mon ths. At this time t hey entered into an an:angemeut with 

their eldest son, Alexander, )Iaster of Sutherland, by which they rcsignetl in 

his favour the whole earldom, retaini ng their liferent rights. IIe in return 
1 Acta Dominorum Concili~ l !l th Angust 15::!7, and 4th December 1 5~7. 
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ou)igcd ltimsclf to pny to his father all<l111othcr yearly t\\'Cnty-t!trCe chnJders, 

.C22 in mcncy, ~SO "vctlJcis" of iron, awl t\\·cnty In ~nls, wlticli were to ue 

tlcliYcrcJ at the ports of II cltusJal c and Dumol•iu or nrora in Snthcrlaml. 

There were other provisions in the contract Lctwecn tlte parties, which will 

be noticed in the next memoir, as they relate more directly to the ::\laster of 

Suthmhnd. The Jay after the agreement, tltc Count rss of Sutherh.n•l, witlt 

consent of her husuantl, Earl .Ad :1 m, resigned tlte cnr!Jom in tlte usual forw, 

'vhich was duly followeLl hy ch:uter ant! sasine in favour of her son. 1 

From this date tlte :\laster of SutlJcrland mlminist E:rcd the afTairs of 

the earldom, and th ere arc fewer notices of Earl ~\dam. He is, however, 

referred to in 1G3::!, in connection with a claim ngainst l1im for spoliation 

of teinds. :Jir. Thomas Jiay, Llcau of Dunuar, nnJ pa rson of J:utlm:m, 

compl ained before the lorJs of council that Enrl .Adam !Jad masterfully 

despoiled him of tciml sltcaves, cxtcmling to lG bolls of wheat at ::!Os. the 

boll, 2-1 bolls of oats at Ss. tliC bol1, 5~ bolls of barley at Gs. the boll, anJ ·1 

bolls of rye at the same price. The earl tliJ no t appear in answer to the 

cl1arge, and the court deciJcLl against him, rcC'luiring him to restore or pay 

for the teiuds abstractell. 

Elizaueth, Countess of SuthcrlanLl, died in tltc month of September 1535, 

at Aboyne, and was LurieJ there, "a lady of gooLl judgement, auJ great 

modestie," accorJing to the family historian. H er husbaml, .Adam Gordon, 

Earl of Su the rland, did not long survive her, <lyiug on lith ~larch 153 7-8 

also in ~\.boyne at a place nameJ " }'cnack," probably }'errar, anJ was lmrieJ. 

besiue his wife. They arc saill to h:we had issue-

1. Alexander Gonion, :Jia, ter of Sutherland. He prcllcccasc<l his parents in 
153 0. Of him a notice fullu'l'l"s. 

2. J o] ,n Gordon, who is referred to in the agreement with his clJer Lruther as 

1 Yol iii. of this work, pp. 78-SG. 
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t t> the ear!Jom of Sutht·rlanJ iu Xove111Ler ].);!';'. :::;i r 1:ul.,ert j :,mJr, 11 

bl·•ll' '> ll 1aL Lc ); ;cJ a t THli-:I,.~ttJie or Ti!lycha.J,]y in .-\ hen] cell~hirc. li e 

bHI j,snc a (I.utghter, marri~d to George Gonlun of Cor·hlaracl,ic. 
3 . . Mr . .-\uam Gord0n, who li.ed at Ferrar in Aboyne. He was killeJ at tl 1e 

b~ ttltl of Pinkie in 1 fi-! i. He lefc ouly an ille.;;itimate son, A Jaw t_;ordun 
of Gol~pie-.Kirkton, who •lieu in 16:?6, very aged. 

·i. Gi!Lcrt GorJon of Garty. lie i3 nameJ in a charter of 1 ;JG::;, as uudc uf 
Jolm, tenth Earl of Suthe rbnJ .1 lie marricll Isabel Sincbir, dau~hter uf 
the Laird of DnnbPath, Ly whom he haJ two sous, J ohn au,[ Patrick, ld.i 
succes~ors in Garty, nl ;;o several daugh ters. It was his \rife who W:li 
aeeuserl of poisoning J oh n, ten th Earl of Sutherl:md, in 15GS. Ge•Jr;;c 
Gonion of :Ji arle in Strathnllie was an illl'gitimate son of this Gilhnt. 

The earl and C•)u utess had al3o d:mgLters, as U]'Jlcar6 fr om the eout ract l•f 
15'21' already ei ted, but that writ Joe::. not state their lLUll tha or Inmcs. 
Sir f:.obert Gorllon state., that there were ftJur, Lnt only naUJl'S thrc•', aJ~< I 

hi8 statement~ regarding them cannot l•e verifieJ. They were-

1. l:eatrix, who InarrieJ the Lai r•! of Cormack. 
'' Lle:~twr, who marrieJ, fir~ t, GorJon of TilliwhowJie, aml, secouJiy, t:~vr~c 

C: or,lun of Craig. 
:1. Eli.?.abcth, who marrierl the LairJ of Letbintie. 
4. A daughter, who marrieJ the Laird of Leys and Birkenbog. 
Au ille;;itirnate dan6hter ma.rri ed John f:.obson, chieftain of the Cbn Gunn. 

1 It is to be nut .. u that in the agr~emeut of 
! :;::!;, wLere t he ~Ia,ter of Sutherland is 
Lound to pro,·ide for his brother and sisters, 
ouly one brother, John Gordon , is mentioned, 

VOL. I. 

and there is no indication th:~t he ln.l any 
others. It is possible that ~lr. Athm at •. l 
Gilbert GorJon were sons of Earl AJaru Ly a 
previous ltlarriage. 
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THETIE is no preci<>e evidence as to when the :\faste r of Sutl1erbnd w:~<> 

bom. If, as Inay be prcsumcll, he ktll reached majority in or Lefore 

November 1 5~7, wh~n his father an<l mother resigned the earldom in his 

favour, he was probahly born about 150 G. J~ ut as be appears first on recorLl 

as a witness to a \\rit in 1515,1 he may I1:J.Ye been older, and may have Leen 

t wenty-five when be rec·:ived the est~1tes. 

The next reference to him i~ in 1 5~2. \vhen J ohn ).fackay of Strathm\·er 

took an oatb t o serw bim as he did his father, Earl Adam. Sir I:obert 

Gordon relates that before this orLth was given, Earl Adam began gradually 

to put the affai rs of the earldom more and more into th e hands of his son, 

"which J olm ).Iackay percean:ing, he resolveth to invaJe SoutherlanJ, therby 

to try what 10hift or action \\es in the master." The master, howeYer, was 

unexpect edly active in repelling the invasion, and not only twice defeated 

Mackay, who first attacked the district of Creich, and then that of Lairg, 

but carried a hostile expedition into Strathna,•er. I:eturning from this rai~.l, 

the master once more encountered ).Iackay, who was again plundering Lairg, 

and coming sud~.lenly upon him, completely ro-uted his force, compelling him 

to ta.ke refuge in an island in Loch Shin called ).f urie.2 ).Iackay next day 

1 Vol. iii. of this work, p. 61. 
2 Genealogy,pp. 9;, 9S. A recent writ er says 

" either of these battles (near Lai rg) seems to 
ha\·e been fought at Cnock-a-chath, 'the hill 
of the fight,' a place marked by tumuli." There 
are a consideraLie number of t umuli , and also 
hut c ircle~ in the neighbourhood of Cnoc.a-

chatha and Lair;;, but it may be doubte•\ 
whether t he tumuli commemorate the battles 
in question. They are !Jrobably relics of more 
ancient conflicts, and it is possible that in his 
ll{:counh of sume of the battles Sir Robert 
Gordon has followed tr:~d itions of such :~ncient 
tight3, ass1gniug them tu hio; own heroes. 
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rt·turnNl ~ecretly to l1is own country, anJ afterwarJ.s " submitteth 1Iimsclf 

: .• :Lr- master allLl to hi,; father, Earle .AJ:lul." The sulnnission is still extaut, 

• 11 ~ . ! altl!ougb it affords no iuilication of such conflicts, it is in 1!1nre :ullpl·~ 

t (• nus than 1-Iaekay's former 1ond, and takes the form of an oath, sworn 

in the cathedral ch urch of Caithness upon the gospels anu the relics of 

St. Gilbert, that ::\Iackay 'rould Jo ~uch homage, service, anJ sulnnissi•m 

("lnunilitatcw ")to the ).[aster of SutherlauJ as lte had promised to ..:.\Jam, 

Earl of Sutherland. The master iu return faithfully promised to !Jrob;t 

a:tLl main tai n .Mackay in terms of the c:u-l's coutract.1 

The !Uaster, in March 15~5, was in ELlinbmgh representing his parr nL3 

in the sett lement of the dispute »ith the Eal'l of Caithness, anJ in Xon:mlo...:r 

I ~·'.? 7 thq resigneu the earldom of Sutherlaml in his favour. Some vf til" 

crotHlitions of tktt res ignation, which haYe bceu referreJ to in the )'l'e\·iuus 

111\:Illv ir, aJ• J•areutly arose out of the master's maniagr-eoutr:1ct wit h J.ll l\ t 

~: ;._.wart , daughter of the _E:1rl of Atlwle. There were a].;o others \ 1 l!itli 

l'tir·ubted that if the carl and countess di.~J before thei r Jaugldt·r~ '"•:It' 

JU:\rrietl, the master \YaS to pay to each of l1 is sisters tlicn unu1:1rrieJ t h•! 

~llln of tl1ree hundred merks Scots as a marriage port ion; tltat he wou] . .l u••! 

l1is infl uence to induce the Earl of Huntly to receive Jolm Gonl•m , Lr.,thl'r 

uf Al exanJer, as tenant in certain lanJs of A.Loyue, ancl that he wuu],[ set 

:q.art the proceeds of any J'rocess of for feiture or other feuJal dealiug'> witl1 

the tenants for this brother. If, as liferenters, the earl an• l. coUtJtt:ss eli• ~e 

to intrumit "·ith tltc affairs of the carldo1n, tltq were to entertain the lllastt·r 

nud his ll'ife lwnourauly iu hou ;;chohl with th e111 in the meantime; wh ile tile 

was te r LonnJ himself to secure payment to his father ailll mother of tlH~ stun 

of /i\·e hundred merks due \ll!Ller a cuntract ur the late Earl of .At holc. 

All parties not only signed , uut separately, and with tlteir cautioncrs, touk 

1 \' ul. iii. of this 1\'nrk, I'· i I. 
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solemn oatlts to kee1• these con(litions, aml were duly admolli:;l!ed to do so 

Ly tlit: ecdc::,i..tSLical ..~.uLhurit.y tJ v•hvm they sulJ!nittcd thcmsclres.1 

}'ollowing U!JOn thi :> contract the Cou utcss of Sutherland formally 

resigned the earldom in f::tvour of her son, and he was duly secured l•y the 

USU :J.l Crown charter anu subsequcut sasiu e.2 This took }.Jace in December 

152 i , and in the followiu~ }.farch he aml ltis wife received a special Crown 

charter of the lands of X cveymlale or X n.Yidale, in the }Jarish of Kildonan , 

and of Carty, Culgower, Glenh.th, Lc•thmore, all!l others in the parish of 

Loth, with tlt e fishing in the water of H elntsLlalc, reserving, however, the 

liferent of Lothmore and the fishing to Earl Allam and his countess.3 

From this cbte the }.Jaster of Sutherland \'irtually adtninistered the 

earldom. The first recorded reference to him after 152 i is of some interest. 

He sold in April 1529 tLe lands of Doll aud Carroll to J ohn 1\.:rrell and his 

wife, Christina ::Hurray, and their heirs, to be held for service done and to be 

done, resen·ing-, among other things, rig!Jt to "the sea coal (carbonibns 

marinis) found and to be fonnrl." ~ This is the first notice of coal deposits 

in Sutherland, and seems to inrlicatc tkt that mineral had then beeu 

disconred. J ohn, tenth earl of Sutherland, made sollle efforts to begiu the 

\rorkiug of the coal, but it was not uutil l::i0S that Jane Gordon, Countess 

of Sutherland, causeu a pit to 1e openeu. The coal-fieltl was not a la.rge one 

- the principal bed or Yein 1eing abont three feet fi,·e inches in thickness 

and a1ont t\YO hunclreJ fec.t below tlte snrfacc.5 

1 Y.ol. iii. of t his work, pp. 73-S 1. 
2 l&id. pp. 82-~G. 
3 Regist rum ~logu i Sigilli, ,·ol. iii. Xo. 55i. 
~ Original charter in Sutherland Charter-

chest, 22d AJ•ril 1529. 
S T he Brora coal wa,, up till 159S, probably 

d ug at ebb-t1•le from it3 outcrop on the be~wh. 
Suallow pits were 3iterwanh u.:.Je in the 

neighbouring links, and in 1614 John, 
elev~nth Earl, ha-,J a ~mall shaft sunk t here. 
Better result~ being e:1:pected at greater 
cleJ•ths, and the bt<l diJ•J<ing uorthwarrl or 
landward, J ohn \Ytlliamq, the mineralogist, 
Sll['erintcnd<tl the siukiut; of two shaftd iu 
171;-t, north of the older workings, and su\,. 
scquently of two otl1ers, oue of which \\as 





r
-- D F..t1'1I OF Jr /LL!AJf SL'l'U E'/IL.JS D OP D U E'E'CS. 1, 111~.!~ Slwrtly aftcrwarc.ls the ).laster of Sutherland, as superior of llie ., 

111 the car!Juw, confillll~ ll a c1I.uter of s::tlt! of the la.1Hh of AlH.: I sc ro~s awl 

I un·rshin, with the fishings and linn thereof, in favour of \Yilliam SullicrLmd 

uf llu!Yus grantell by John Kinnainl of Skelbo. I n the following Sc1•tcmuer 

J ohn Kinnairc.l disposell of his barony of Skelbo to the same \\"illia!ll 

Sutherland, a grant ''"hich v;as also confirmec.l by the master. 1 

This William Sutherland of J)uJTus was the son of the \Yilliam Suther

land who, according to Sir Tio1ert Gordon, was kill eJ by the Chn Gu na in 

the town of Thurso, at the iu~tigati on of Andrew Stewart, bishop of C.tith

I ICSS, an event which lJC yhces in the year 15:2!>. Sir Robert's account of 

t he ewnts which fullo>Yed the wurJer is confusec.l, and would bl! of II •> 

special int erest, v:ere it uot for a reference lw makes to an inYa;-i.,n of 

Sntherlaml by J ohn ~Iackay. H e alleges that l\Iaeby died in tl!i,; }'l'ar, 

l :•:!a, 1ei ng forced Ly si ckuess to ret ire from an inroatl iuto Su~bnl.Ind 

wLicl1 he made Juring th·~ master's h~t illness, prnctratiug a,; far ::t-' :-::..i Lo~ . 

This l"latelllent is <.luuLtful, because if ~Iackay Ji c>J in 1 J~0. he \\ ;t~ 

surYive<l hy the master. A recent writer suggt~sts that ~hckay's l•r.: . .; t'll l' •: 

at SkiiJo may have Leeu caused by an attempt on Lis part to pu nisl1 th· · 

bishop of Cai thness for the murder of Sutherlaml. This is l•o.ssil •le. buL 

the further 11ypolhesis that Duffus was killeu, while levying men in C:ti tllnr.'~ 

to help Mackay in his quarrel against the 11aster of SuthcrlanJ, i:; n.:fn k ol 

:ll) yards rl ecp. T he shaft on tLe north bank 
rof the river, aloou t a mile to t he north-east of 
the last, was sunk to a. depth of 8:3 yard s in 
1 S I 0, and four years l at~ r th e prese nt sh:1ft 
on t he op posi te 1,a11k. 1-' rum this pi t up till 
F~L ruary 18:.! i, al.out ; o,nuo tons of co:1! haJ 
heen "won." AbanJoned a fe w years late r, 
it W S-3 io I Sj :! re-openeri by the present 
.Ink~, in the hope t hat new methods and 

appliances might secure greater success. Till" 
expectation Las been so far j ustiti~ · l ina.•
much as the coal, although uot of t he liu• > ~ 

quality, being of the oolil ic and not lLe tar
boniferous age, is yet specially sn it:l hlc f .. r 
certain purposes, anrl thereiore SII J •J'IiL"~ ~•·D•C · 
what more than a mere local dem:wd. 

1 Original writs, 16th ~hy an<l ~.1 ·"··p· 
tember 152:1, in Suth~rlaD<I l'La1 t~r-cLc•l. 
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b): eYideuce fmni sl1etl by Sir HoLcrl l1 imself, wl1ich, with other information, 

1 •roves that iL '' as t he 1•roprietor . of Skel bo wl10 was k illcLI, not l1is fath er, and 

tltJ.t the murder must lwvc taken place in 1530, after Lotl1 )Jackay and the 

)Jaster of Suthcrlanrl were deaJ. 1 

There is, however, foundati(Jn for the statement that :\Ial'kay gave trouLle 

to the master at this time, at l~a ~t if the terms of a bollcl of wanrent aud 

maintenance entered in to between the master and a certain John nory 

M'Aneson, are to be strictly interpreted. llh\ncson binds hi mself to tnke 

part with the master on nll occa;; ions against all men, the king excepted, but 

specially against J ohn 1Iackay of StratJ, naver, his brother, D onald :l\Iackay, 

and their friends. H e will defend the waster, his country, and allies with 

" his vttir power," and shall "invaid the said ::\I'Ky and his parttalmris in all 

ki nd of sort ... bayth in ~er;; in~ and :::eking of the saidis Jhone )I'Ky, 

Donald l\I'Ky, thair parttakaris, an d their gndJis" if required. H e also 

promises that if he J:nows "ony in conYeJJient" l 'roposed by Mackay agaiust 

t he master, either privat<:! ly or opeuly, he shall at once warn the master, 

advise and defend Lim from the danger. H e will al so faithfully counsel the 

Mas ter in all matters, if required , " and in special, to the uttyr displesou r of 

~I·Ky and his kyne." The master in retnrn binds l1imself to maintain and 

help )1' Aneson against all , Lut c.specially again.>t ::\Iackay.2 

It is clear, therefore, that, from what eve r cause, tl 1e ~ Jaster of Sutherland 

fnnnd it necessary to sL:cme allies agai n~t :'llat:kay, and the conclusion of the 

a;.;reement indicates how quiet wtts to be secured, in a manner peculiarly 

I H ist ory of the Clan ~!ack ay, p. lOS. It 
n1ay be note•! that the mnrrlerers of the Laird 
of Dnffus found ca ution on Sept~rnhe r 3, 1530 
(l:riminal Trial s, •·ol. i. p. 14:l .. ), to un·l~rly 
t h<) bw. They wer~> :~.II clergymen of ,·arions 
r auk3, linn.; iu the oci,;Lbourh ood of l'Lnrso. 

Th e bishop is not nam ed, the principal person 
b~ ing ~lr. T ho111as ~tewart, tn·aw rer of 
Caithness. The two may L:H"e been con
founded in poJ•Hlar tra•li tinn. 

2 Bon d, dat., ,J :! 9th J uuc 1 .J:!!l. \" ol. iii . of 
th is work, pp. SS, S!J. 
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iilu-;trati\·e of the custo!IJS of tlw COlllltry. To rt.;WL!l"Ll Jullll :\L\!Je:i<•ll r .... 
titt! ~en·i.:t: :lllJ. kinLlnc:;s to 1-.: uv11e Ly ltiin, tlw }.Jaster uf ~utlJO:tlaH•J uloli:-,,·~ 

himself to Lestow upou ltim, as" spous allll YellLlit yyf," ~Iargard, dau::;ht•·r 

of John ?llnrmy of CawLusav ie. Ftuthcr, Lccause a di::o]JCusation \\ it~ 

required, aml aLso a dowry to Lc }1aiJ. to .:.I'Ancson for completiug the lli;.t . 

riagc, either party is contcut to choose fom fricuJ.s, two fur eacl1 l1art y, uf 

their " best awisit freu,Jis," anJ suLrnit the affair to their arLitratiun. They 

slwll then, if "pecc and res t be hed in the cuutrethis that is lJL~tuix th 

rnastir anJ :;u·Ky," abiJe the award of these fom persons, to Lc made nt 

l )onwch as to "q uhat am! ho\\' mekil tochir, geyr, and yuhat t ennis th e ~aiJ 

.Allexamler sal! gif to the s.1id Jhone, aml on quhaiis expen.,;is tlw sai,J di.o

J•Cnsacion sal! emu lw.y1ne l1ctuix the sai.l personeis." l mmcdiatd.r 011 l "'IH .~ 

l •(•ing made, if the dispensation be delayed, )I '.A.ncso ll shall Lin• ! !tiw~d i 

llliL!cr penalties to solemnise the marriage with )Iarg•nd }.fmray, "ia tl. oJ 

Llc~ of haly kirk," as soon as the dispensation arrives," and the ;;ai·l ~l.lr

grt.:t in tliC meyne tyme to pas ,·ith the saiu Jhollc (:\1'~\.Hc:son) t u :-;t:.l:ll

neuyr or quhar he schap is to duel!," a species of" hanJ.fasting" which wa.; 

ar •pareutly consiuered legal and LiuJing. The parties Linu the:msdn::; t•J 

b~'ep this agreement under the penalty of one hundred merks. 

The remaining incidents of the master's history, so far as rccorJe•l, m·· 

few. He granted in Au;:;ust of the same year, 15:!9, t o ·walter Imu.:s uf 

TouciJ, and Janet Terrell, his \vifc, a charter of the lands formerly Lt:lon;;iur; 

to her family, of TioYie-Kirkton, Kin traid, Incbape, and ~thers, with tLe 

usual precept for completing tLeir title.1 In the following September the 

uew tenant of the barony of Skelbo, ·william Sutherland of Duffus, cntcre,} 

into a bond of manrent with the maste r as his O\'er-lord, in acknowledgml'llt 

of the latte r's consenting to receive him as tenant and vassal in the lordship 
1 2d August 15::!9. Yol. iii. of this work, pp. 90-9::!. 
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of Skelbo. In return also for the master's promise to defend and protect 

l1im in his rights, Sntherhnu bimls himself and his lwirs to be "ley II and 

h·ew," to "ryid, gang, and serue" the master at all times, and in CY~:<ry way 

he ca11. He and his heirs, if required personally, or at their castle of Skeluo, 

or failing them, their bailies, ·were to rise "wyth all the power of men, 

kynnismen , t ennentis, am] seruaudis," upon their own expenses, and take 

part with the master and his heirs, in all plac~s within the diocese of Caith

ness and Tioss, as often as demanJeJ , under a penalty of £1500 Seots.1 

This \\rit, so far as has been ascertained, the latest in which tl1e l\Iaster 

of Sutherland i<> named, is signed at Dunrouin, where Le appears to l1ave 

fixed his r esidence, as a1l the writs issued by him in l i:i2 9, with one excep

tion dated at Domocb, ar~ from Dunrouin. H e died there on 15th January 

1530, being, as Sir Robert Gorllon remarks, "in the current of his victories 

and best actions, evin in the floore of his youth, to the great regrate of all 

his cuntriemen and freinds (cheiflic of his parents), leaveing ane impression 

of him in everie man his mynd, a;:; a t estimonie of his worth." 2 

H e '\las sur viYed by his wife, L1.dy J anet Stewart, eldest daughter of 

J ohn Stewart, second Earl of .:\thole, and Lady J anet Campbell, daughter of 

the Earl of Argyll. Sir Tiobert Gordon assigns the date of the marriage as 

about the year 1518, but from a reference in the agreement of 15:37 for the 

resignation of the earldom of Sutherland, to a contract between the Earl and 

Countess of Sutherland and J ohn, late Earl of A thole, of date, at Dunrobin, 

1 Gth June 1520, i t is probable the marriage took place at that time.3 J anet 

1 4th September 15:!9. i bid, pp. !J:!.!J4. 
2 Ge nealogy, p. 10 1. 
3 This contract shows that J ohn Stewart, 

second Earl of Athol~, was not killed at 
Flodden on !J tb September 151 3, as is usually 
stated, al~o that h is wife'~ name was J anet, 

and not Mary, a.nd that she survived him. 
H e probably died in 1521. His son John 
was infeft a.s hls hei r only on 3d ~by 1522, 
by a precept from chancery of 4th January 
1522. (Eighth Report of Historical M Ss. 

Commission, p. 711.) 
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I :t,· \\ art sun i \'l.!tl the Inn:;rer, anJ lll::trrit.:J, before 153 ~. Sir Il nglt Kelllltdy of 

(.; irvanmains, uy whout ~he haJ i6;:;ue a11ll wh om 5he al su surviw•l. Henry, 

Lurd ?IIcth ,·en, was her third husband, whom sl1 e married h(' fore 15·14. She 

retained the right to her t erce, as " :\Ii :>t rcss of the earldom of Suthedand," 

J,u t some Jillicu lty oecurreu with the tenants, and h:ttcrs wen~ i:s.~ucu in 

August l 5H, uude:· the royal signet, enforcing her cbitns to her due rents. 

H er sou, John, then Earl of Suth~:rlanu, acted as her factor, anll in XoYetnber 

15 44, produecu these letters in a bailie court held at Dunrol.in by her l•ailie, 

J ohn l.Iurray of Cnm1usaYie. The letters charged the teuants of her con

j unct fee bulls to }Jay all rents, profit.~, iron, 'ictuals, etc., due to her. They 

were fir~t proclaimed in a loud voie~ by tlt e oillcer of court, and then 

explaineJ hy him, with the aid of au interpreter, in GaPlic to the tcnauts, n 

solemn protest l •eing made agaiust them if they faiied to pay ns cl1arged. 1 

Hy Lord ).! ethven, J anet Stewart had issue a son auu three daughter;;. 

He died before 1557, in i':hich year she manicd Patrick, Lord l:uth vcn, to 

wl.om also she bore a son. Patrick, I.ord nuthnn, dice! in 15GG, Lut the 

uate of Janet Stewa1t's death bas not been ascertained.2 

Alexander, ).[aster of Sutherland, by his wife J anet Stewart had issue-

1. J ohn Gordon, tenth Earl of Sutb erland , of whom a memoir follow:>. 

2. Alexanuer Goruon, wh o in l\Iay 154 7 receiYeJ a charter from TLom:~s 

Stewart of Kinteswk of the lamb of Kiutcssuk in the county of Elgin.3 

Sir Robert Gvnlou states that in 1550 anrl 155 1, when Earl John wa~ 

abroad, his brother, Alexander, gorerneu the earlJom in his n.bsence with 

such severity that t he people raised a t umult again~ t him, wh ich, how

ever, he succeeded in quelling. In 15 51 he repulsed an invasion of tl1e 

l\fackays, and carried ofi' a large booty from Strathnaver. H e died in 1552 

1 Eighth Report of H istorical ~I SS. Com
mission, pp. 191, 192. 

2 Sir Robert Gordon states that she mar
ried, fifthly, James Gray, son of Lord Gray, 

\'IJ!.. [. 

of Foulis, '1\-ithout issue, but this st.:ltement 
has not been veri fie d. 

3 :Registru.m ~Iagni Sigilli, vol. iv. :Ko. 1~3. 
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at Elgin, by :1. fall frtJm hi,; hor:;e, "excecuiuglit• bmcut~u loy all bis frci nus, 
arHl cueitlie !.y lii."l brotiJcr, Earle ,lulm, who I<>I"CU him iutirlic." 1 

3. William Gonln n, 'rho is name.] by Sir l~oLvrt Goul•Jll iu bis Histo ry, but of 
whom no other uoticc ha5 beeu fuunu. 

1. J anet Gonluu, who marric•i Sir Patrit:k Dunbar of \Yeotficl•J an<l C'umn oek. 
2. l~catrice Uoruou, wlw marrie•l \\'illiam Sinclair of l>unbcatu. She uieu 

between 15GO and 15G6.2 

1 Genealogy, pp. I 3:', 133. 3 Cf. l'.egistrum Magni Sigilli, vol. iv. No. I 705. 
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L ALlY E LIZADETII CA~!PBELL, I!IS FII!5T COL');TF.SS. 

LADY li F.LE:.\OR STEWAl:T, ms SEco:s-u Cou);n:;:;s. 

H O);. :\1.-~.mo:s- SETO~, HIS TIIIRD Cou.:-:n:ss. 

1533- 1567. 

JOHX GOHDO~. the eldest son of Alexander Gordon, ).faster of Suther

land, aml his wife, Janet Stewart, was the next successor iu the honours 

nml estates of Sutherland, as tile tenth earl. Born iu 1525, he was but a few 

yc:ns ohl at his f~•th e r's deatl!. \\'ithin a year or two after that C\'~.:nl l1i s 

motl,cr 1uarrie~.l ht'r second busbam1, H ugh Kennelly of Girv:unmins, in th·~ 

cnnu!y of .A yr,1 but notwithstanding this, the care and upLriu;;ing of th e 

youn;; bcir was continued with her. D onLllcss, while they ·sun·in;, l, E.tr l 

A•hlll an,\ Countess Elizabeth , his gramliathcr and grandmother, ex('rc:i!>c• l 

t~ slqJt:r\'isiun oYer his early t raining, Lut they Loth dicJ while he wus s~ill 

n yuulh , and lris stepfather, II u:;lt Kennedy, acted for the yonll8 ca rl iu 

estate business. H e, too, dieJ before the earl attained l1is maj r;rity , n1Hl 

J <tJHt Stewart, hav ing married, as her third husband, H enry, Lord ).ldhven, 

whose former wife was ).fa rgaret Tudor, the widowed queen of K ing James 

the l'ourtl1, the young carl fell under the guiJance of a second slq•f.tther, 

who, however, uoes not appear to have inter feretl iu the a ffa irs of the earlJom 

of Sutl ~t~ rlanJ. 

Sir J ohn Campbell of Cawdor, on l st .A J? r il 1538, receh·ed a gift from 

King J ames t he F ifth of the non- entry, ward, and relief duties of all the 

1 T he re is a cbart~r to Janet Stewar t, 
relict of Alexanucr Gordon, fia r of Suthe r· 
lan<i , in life ren t , and the hei rs-male la wfully 
heg<:>ttcn of he r and H ugh Kennedy of Gi r. 

vanmains, of the lamls of Gin·:1.nnains 1n<i 

others in Ayrshire resi ,..ncd by h im, r!At<-ol 
13th ;lay 1532. {Regis~rum :'1! ac;ni :-:ibtllo, 
,·ol. iii . .No. l! G5.J 
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l a nds which ha~.l belonged to .:\lexantkr, ::'lhster of Sntl~t.:rlallll, ::md to Earl 

Adam :md Countess Elizabeth, lJis fatllE?r and muther, a~ well as of tl1c 

mania~c of John G•Jrtlon, his son ar::fl l1cir, or of auy otlicr l1cir in the 

event of h is dPath. 1 F ortunately, duriug the most part of tiJC young carl's 

minority, the C•)l\utry cnjoyc .. l a cessation of tl1e hos tilities which had 

r.1gcd t.e tv.-eeu the Gonluus aml th e ::'lbd-:ays. l~ut, in 1 5·1~, these were 

1cnewed by an invasion of the ~fackays iuto Sutberbml, which was repulseLl 

by H ew K ennedy. After his d~ath the earl allicll him self with George, Earl 

of H untly. _-\s tbis nobl eman was a near rcbtivc this sl ej' was natural, while, 

ns he was the most powerful pcr~(Jnage in tl1c north, it ,,-as prudent. As one 

of t he Catholic nobles in the l:efvnuation strug . .:;k the carl ich:utifi cLl himself 

generally with the policy pursuc•ll1y Huntly, aud th i;; will more fully appear 

in t !Je sequel. ..-\.long with that uoLlcman he snp]•Ortccl Cardinal l leaton in 

his eff~.1rts to secure the regency on the death of K ing James the Fifth, aud 

wheu thcs~ wer~;: unsucces:-fu l, he, like Hnutly, ,r,1s one of the signatories of 

a secrE:t bouu drawn by the cardinal, and signcLl by his f1iends at Linli t Lgow 

on ~4 th Ju1y 1513, fo r attemptiug a reYolntion in the government.!! 

T!Je Earl was present at IJ uutly Castle on seYeral occasions when neigh

bouri ng birds ten .. lered their bonLls of waurent t here to its owner,3 and he 

spent a whole Jay in assisting the Earl of H untly to t ake personal iuft:ftmcnt 

of a numuer of hnds in the l orJ~hips of 1\cig and ::'IIonymnsk, Aberdccnshire, 

wh ich had been gr~mtcJ to h im l·y Cardinal lJeaton. Owing to the nn:uber 

and remote situation of the lanJs, the proceeding::;, \rl1ich began at niuc in the 

morning, did not conclude till scYen in the evening. The reason for t his 

g rant is gi veu as the fea r of the C!Iurch at the spreading of the" Luth eran 

1 Registe r of t he Pri,·y ~eal , lib. xi. p. 58. 
~ The H amilton l'ap~r~. '"" 1. i. l'P· 4 ~ i. 556, 6:ll . 
3 ::'.l iscellany ni th e ~~·;d•hng Uuh, w•l. i'·· 1'1'· ::o~. ~I I , ::!14. 
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heresies," anJ the uecc&sity of securing the aid of such powerful Laro11 ., i· ,r 

ber t•n•tcdiun; 1 but J vuLtltss i~ _wr.s al~o as a fee fur llnlltly's l•a:; t :u.d 

f11ture ser\"ices. 

lu l>t•cemLer 1~4~, though sti ll under age, J ohn, Earl of Sutherland, wa~ 

l'rescnL and took his seat as a baron in the parliament hehl at EJin bu r::;h uu 

the 4th of that rnon th. IT e i~ :~Lso mentioned as being preseut on the 15th. 

l'rouably he went south in company with the Earl of H untly, who, soon :1ftl r 

the co-tablishment of the regency in the person of James, Earl of .Arran, con

:;equent on the death of Kiug J ames the Fifth, was appointcLl by th·~ 

governor lieutenant of the Horth of Scotland.2 To him, as such, the Eall 

uf Sutherlaud, along with the Earl of A.tl1olc, Lord Lov:~t and otln:rs, ;::aw h i~ 

bond tlt:l.L lw would in e\·ery possible way further his lawlaule eff,rt~ tn )ll tt 

duwu LlisorLl er anJ crime, by punishing evil-doers within bis own jmisdio:ti•lll, 

or ddi\·er any such '• v;ithvut fh.: tion or faYunr" to the licut(;!Jant to !I'C•: ivo: 

ju;,ticc. This anangemcnt was maJc at }]~in on 8th lJ .:cciJiuer, ptub :. ly i11 

tl1e year 1~14.3 The young earl's appearance in XoYemi.Jer lC•II in t l1 •! 

bailie court at Dumobin, as factor for his mother, LaJy Janet Stewart, L,., 

l·een related in the }Jrevious memoir. 

On attaining his majority Earl John wa~, ou 4th iiiay 154G, l'ervrtl l1~·ir 

t ~ l1 is father in the lands and earldom of Sutherland, the Earl of Huntly, :H 

:sheriff-}lrincipal of I nvcrness, personally presiding at the inq nQst, and he w.1' 

duly i nfd~ on a prcce}lt from chancc· ry on it h June followiug. J\ s tl1e 

earldom haJ been for eight years in the hands of the Crown, since the Jl.'atl, 

of Earl ~\.darn, the large sum of £ .:> 333, 6s. SJ. was exacted as non-entry Juty, 

the annual rental being stated as £GG6, 13s. -hl.4 The earl was already 

1 Antiquitie3 of Aberdeenshirc, ~palrling Club, >ol. i\·, p. 450. 
2 Spal•liug Club ::'-li s~ellauy, v uL i\·, l'l'· 14~ · 144. 
3 ibid. pp. ~~~. ~13. 4 Yo!. iii. of tbis work , PI'· 100- 101. 
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married to his first wife, Lady Elizabctl1 Campbell, daughter of Colin, third 

Earl oi .ArgylL Bhe lw·l warriell in or before 1&::!!3 James Stewart, Earl of 

~Ioray, natnrd son of King Jawes tl1e Yomth by J anet Kennedy,1 who 

died in ).Iay 1j!4. .As Countess of )1oray she brought her terce of that 

earldom to her second husband, the Earl of Sutherland. 

I mmediately after his infeftment in the ealldom of Sutherland, the earl 

resigned it into the hands of James, Earl of Arran, Governor of Scotland, 

and obtained a re-grant of it to himself and his couutess in conjoint fee, and 

to their heirs, and upon this he was again seised in the earldom on 1 :lth 

October of the same year.2 b dy Elizabeth Campbell, however, did not long 

survive. She is mentioned as decensed in the dispensation obtained in 

.April 15 -!9 for the earl's marriage to his second wife. 

A few days after his service as heir in the earldom of Sutherland, which 

took place at Inverne5s, the earl was present at Elgin with t he Earl of 

H untly, and attes:ed t here the reciprocal bonds of manrent and maintenance, 

entered into between J ames Grant of Freuchie and his son J ohn and the 

Earl of Huntly, who made the chief of the Grants responsible for the ma.in

ten:mce of good order in Strath:won, and placed him in possession of the castle 

of Drummin, at the confluence of the A Yon wi th the Livet.3 The earl after

wards passed south ·with the Earl of Huntly aml took his seat as a member 

of the privy council at a meeting held at Stirling, presided over by the queen 

dowager, on ~ cl June.4 The uay followiug Huntly went to I'crth to meet 

with George, Earl of Errol, and the two, for thei r respectiYe houses, entered 

into a mutual bond of defeuce, to cement wbi ch the more strongly it was 

arranged that J oh n Gordon, the third sou of the Earl of Huntly_, sbould marry 

1 Registrum ~Iagn i Sigilli, \"ol. iii. Xo. 
24. 

~ Vol. iii. of tbi~ work, pp. 104-106. 
3 8th )lay 154(j. Sl'alding Club l\liscel· 

!any, \"Ol. iv. p. 214. The Cuiefs of Gra1.1t, 
YO!. iii. p. 97. 

4 Regis ter of the Privy Co'lncil, vol. i. p. 
23. 
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~l.n,;a rt:t llny, the secoml Jaughter of the Earl of Errul. J 1Jllll ( ;"r.! .. 11 

w.li young at the time, ru"J baJ ut cn adoptcJ uy ~'dexamle r O;.;i l1 i·~ vf 

J'~: 1 . il:itcr as his heir and succes.:;or, consequent on tlw d isinheriting of Li; 

owu son, mHl had therefore as5umed the suruarne of OgilYie. The tenn,; uf 

the lll arriage contract were to be arran.sed in ue tail at a later date at F ordyee, 

awl .T uhn, Earl of Sutherland, was named by lluntly as one of t ho!=lc w hu 

were to t reat ou his behalf on that occasion.1 

T he sequel to this incident is not generally known, nor the ca uses whic b 

let! to t he incident itself. Alexander Ogilvie haJ au only son Jame;;, 11 h•J 

was for some time master of the householJ to the queen-regent. ll i! ,,·a.:; th·! 

~·m of his first wife, Janet, daughter of J ames, thirJ LorJ ~\bc mdl1y 1-f 

~ dtonn. .Alexanller Og ilvie married as hi s second wift', Elizaueth c; ,ll•:L·JJ , a 

•hu~likr of Allam Goruon, dean of Caithness, anJ a niece of Gcor;;•:, SL·cou· l 

I:.a rl of H untly, and it was all eged that James Ogih·ie " solicitcJ h is f.1:h•·t\ 

·,; :fl• to Ji .-;!,o:le:> ty, not only "' ith hi mself but ·wit!J other ffi (: l!," :llld :d ...... l 

"ti1Jt l1e tuok purlJOSe with otl1 er;; to take his father and put l1ill\ i11 t •1 :1 thl k 

housr, awl there keep him waking tmtil he bec.1me stark IO:lll, anll tLat L•:i ll ~ 

d•Jlle he tlwugbt t o ente r into possession of t he house aud land." H is L tb· r 

a~ lt a ~ t udieved these stories, and disinheriting his son, by the a•hi c ·~ of 

his wife, he adopted J oh11 G ordon as his heir. Elizabeth O~ihie ht·r:;,·lf, 

nfter her hu sband's death, married tl1e youthful heir, but \\'i th in a montl1 

J u!m Gordo n, tiring of 11er, shut her up in a close chamber, and kept her ns 

a prisoner, as she had the li fe rent of all the lanlls. )lean while J arue3 

Cl~ il vie had raised an action at law for the reduction of his father's settle

IIJent, and be seemed likely to prove successful. This \\·as in l 5G~, null 

.Tultn, now Sir John, Gordon, who was then an aspirant for the ham.l oi 

Queen :.rary, meeting his rival in Edinburgh, set upon him in the stret:l 

I Spalding Clnb ~Ii.scelbny, vol. ii. p. 2'i 4 ; iv. p. 216. 
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anu sevcrel_y wounul:ll him iu tl1e r ight arm . Sir J uhn was arrestee] antl 

comm itted to prison , but lllaking his escape he joi netl his fath er in the insur

rec tion v:hiclt tcnninntet.! in the battle of Corrid1i0, and a few days Ltter 

was executed in Queen )Iary's prescuce at Aberdeen. J ames Ogilvie gnt 

back his estates ancl succe,sion, and was the grandfather of ·walter, fit-.~t 

Lord O.:;ilvie of D~skforlJ.l 

·w hether the Earl of Sutherland accompanied the Earl of II nntly to 

P erth on the occa5ion of his meeting with George, E nrl of Errol, is not 

certain, bu t it is not imptobahle. Thr~re i;; at least a curious coincidence of 

events in the case; for though J oh n Gordon did not marry )[argaret H ay, 

the F.arl of Sntl1erlaud not long aitcrwards married the dowager countess of 

Errol. HunLly returnccl to Stirli ng to nttc nd aHother meeting of t he council 

on the 5th of June 1546, where he was offered and accepted the high oftice 

of chancellor of Seotla11d, 1ut the Lul of Sntherlan•J's narne is not mentioned 

among tbose who were present on that occasion.2 

After the death of Canlinal Jkaton and the sub~cqne nt occupation of the 

castle of St. Andrews by 1lis slaye rs, determined efforts \Y ere made by the 

queen regent to reconr the castle anll inflict COJHl ign punishment on tile 

garrison. Summonses were issued for a muster in force to besiege it, but 

notwithstanding special proclamations to that effect t he Earl of Sutherland 

did not respond. H e, howeYCr, was eng;~ged in the service of the country in 

Lochabe r along with the Earl of lluu tly at the time, and.on that accoun t, 

and to pre,·ent future inconvenience.:;, procured a remission for himself and 

the inhauitants of the com1tics of Inverness, Naim, and Cromarty.3 In 

February of 1541 he was present with Huntly at Invcrness,4 and in the 

1 State Papers, Foreign, l 5G2, p. 330. 
2 Register of the Privy Council, vol. i. p. :!3. 
3 Dated lSth December 1546. The Chie f~ 

of C rant, val. iii. p. fJ6 ; cf. Register of the 
l'riY}' Council, vol. i. p. 39. 

4 Spalding Club :\1isctllany, vol. iv. p. 218 
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fullnwing lllOilth att~.:llllcLI with him a meeting of the privy cuuucil at 

::>llt;tllg. . ... Lh~,; ::...ll.i<; l':.H .. .: L..; ::. .• L r\g.lill n.L tlH} priyy (;ul\:h .. il uuarc1 il: lito.: 

end uf ;.Iay,1 ab out wh ich time, or previou,;ly, liuully seems to ltave 

ddcgatcd to !lim a large s b :~. re of !tis authority in tLc north of Scolbn.J, as iu 

a wilitary dispensation granted by him to a vassal he J e.;;iguate3 him -;~.:lf 

"licntenaut from Spq north." 2 The dist,ensation refers to [L rcn' !..:zvous uf 

tltc army at l'eebles on l Oth Jnly for the purpose of raising tbc si~.:;;e ol' 

I .augholm, wl ticb ltad Leen occnpicu by th e Euglish, antl it may be inferr~.:d 

that thither with the rest of his Yassab the c.ul duly repaired. .\.L kast 

tl tere is no mention of hi '> absence, aud ..:\.nan, in tlte C}ll l'c>!l's name, on tlw 

24th of that month, made him a gift of the esc:heat of Jolin lfectorson ut' 

Gare>loch, who haLl ahscut c- rl himse1f.3 Soon after tltis, on l Oth Sq.Jtember, 

the Lattle of l'inkie 'vas foug-Jtt., aU<.l th e Earl of Sutherl ::111U was prese ut ou 

the lidLI iu cornmanJ of the rearguan.lnnLler IIuntly. The Lat tlo result eLl in 

disaster to the Scots, ''ho were ouliged to flee, all(l though in the fli;,;ht 

H untly fl'll a l 'risoncr in to lhe hands of tLe English and was carricJ to 

Lomlou, the Earl of Sutherlaml madr good his escave.4 

As already stated, uy his first wife the Earl of SutherlauJ haJ o'Llained 

an interest in the earldom of ;.roray, and in her behalf while ;,lJC lin:J 

managed the affairs of her terce. But, in addition, lte appears lo l1 aYl~ 

obtained a lease of the remainder of that earldom from the quee n-regent, 

and also of her jointure lands in l:os.s-s lt ire.5 ·when Arran auJ the queeu

dowager made over the earldom of ::\Ioray to George, Earl of Huntly, after 

his escape from his English captivity, charge was gi1·en to the Earl of 

Sutherland, who is mentioned as occupier of the earldom of .:.foray, n.nJ 
1 Register of the l'rivy Council, vol. i. pp. 

67, 6S. 
2 Vol. iii. of this work, p. 106. 
3 Letters of Gift, dated at St. Andrew~, 

VOL. I. 

~4th July !54i, io Sutherland Charter-chest. 
' Genealogy, p. l~ S . 

6 l-~egi~t c r of the Privy Se:ll, m. , H. ~f. 
General Register llouse, EuiuburgJ, , I'· !!0. 

u 
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also to JauH'S Grant of Frt:U<' ltie, a~ the occu1•i t' t' c•f the lonbltitJ of .A.Ler

uethy, ::tliLl to \ \"ill iam ~facki u to:;h of 1Juuacltton a<> the occupier of tlt e 

lands of l'ctty, J\rachli c anJ Str.ttllf:l'll, to ou(•y Huntly anc.l his fact()rs 

thercin. 1 In 1550 the carl La•l fallo•n in to ancars with tltc paymcut of bi . .; 

n~11t f•·r the carltlom of l:uss to t!t e exten t of .nooo Scot~. auJ not haviug 

suftlcient money to pay, he assign cLl to the queen-uu\';agcr his lease of 

the lands ~ml lorLhltip of the earlJmn of ::\Ioray an• l lorlhltip of .Abernethy, 

with the castle of DarnaiYay au(l others, and also of the lauJs of .:\foray and 

Abernethy pl'rta iuing to the rpiCc n, hC' r daugltter, so far as these pe1tn ined to 

the deceased El iz.abdh, Cuumcss of ~Ioray , as her terce anll jointure lands. 

The queeu-Jo,,-[,;er thereupon appoin ted lxtilies of her own to take charge 

of these huch 2 ..A s th e queen';; tenant in tl1e eariL!om of Tioss the en.rl 

granted his boll(l of sen·ice to th e queen-dowager and received in return her 

bond of maintenance.3 

\\Titl1 regn.rd to the en.rldom of ?II01·ay, Huntly, afte r receiving it, kept it 

for rt yeat· or t\\'O in his own ltanl!S, anu, at '\YhitSUllLlrt)' 15fi2, gave a lease of 

it to J ohn, Earl of Sutherl:wd, for seven years, at the yearly rent of £300 

Scots, anll iu aLlLlition, the Earl of Sutherland was bouml to maintain the 

castle of Darnaway at hi ~ O\m co~t. On this sul,j8ct the earls entered int o 

a mutual agreement for fri en llship, the terms of \vhich infer that some 

cstraugemeut bctw·een thetu lHtd taken place. Sir l~obert Gordon states that 

some jealousy was conceived between them because tlJC Earl of Sutherland 

got the government of the earlllom of Moray from the queen in 15 -!8 

for three years. But he adds th ey were ctuickly reconciled, as the Earl of 

Sutherland renounced the earlJom, stipulating that H uutly should give hi1 1l 

I Copy Charge, dated 5th ~larch 1548-!l, 
in Sutherland Charter-chtst. 

~ Lette~ of Bailiary, dated at Edinbur;;h, 

Gtb May 1550. The Earl's brother-uterine, 
H ew Kennedy of Girvan mains, was a witne~•. 

3 Vul. 111 . of thii wot k, p. 107. 
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11 s11 m annually out of the r ents.1 Besides Lurying all enmity, "di;;]'lesvuris, 

rallC(IIIr awlinalice" tha.t },ad :uisen, tltey agreed that in consi~.leratirm of the 

E:trl of Sutherland Lcing infeft in a five lmndred ruerkland of the t.:addorn, 

that is, wltich wonlLl yiel (l 500 merks yearly of rent, h e slLOnld gi,·e his Loud 

of waurent to the Earl of Iluntly, who in return would gi,·e hi-; Lonrl of 

ll!aintenance. These bouds were to expire if Huntly loi' t the earhlom, 

aml he engaged not to dispose of it \Yi tl1out the conseut of tlw Earl of 

:-;utherbnd or hi:; heirs, wliile, at the sallle time, if he recein·ll nny 

confirmation of his pos~ession of the earldom, he pl edc;~~Ll himself to 

coufirm the Earl of Sutherland's right to tlus amount of hnd.2 Hut this 

agreement wty soon Lecame effete, as in 1551, owing to some maladmini

stration of just ice in the north, in v;hich Huntly caused "William :O.Iac

kiutosh, cJ,ief of the Clan Chattan, to Le put to d.;ath, he wa::; depriYed 

of the earldom of :O.Ioray aud some other lnnLls, imprisoned for a time, 

a:1d uarrO\\·]y escaped the capital penalty. 

l n .August 1548, the Ea.d of SutherlanJ married his sccoDLl \rife, Lady 

I Idenor or Eleanor Stewart, Countess of ErroL She was the only daughter 

of Juhn, Earl of Lenuox, and l1ad previously Lcen married to \\'illiam 

Hay, sixth Earl of Errol,3 who died in April 1541, in his twentie th year, 

leaviug a daughter by her.4 She had also borne a son to King James the 

Fifth.5 After their marri,1ge it was discovered , that owing to tlwse and other 

IdationsLips, the earl and countess were in a somewl1at cOmlJlcx way within 

the forbidd en degrees, and that a papal dispensation would Le necessary to 

legalise thei r .u nion. The pope's precept for the dispensat iou \Vas oLtained 

1 Genealogy, p. 131. 
2 Yo!. ii. of this work, pp. 110- 113. 
3 :-.he is usually said to have marrierl t he 

fifth earl, but be appears to have died in 
! :;:!::? , in Lis :!7th year. [~liscellany of the 

Spalding Club, vol. ii. p. 343.) 
' Lady Je:m Hay, who married Andrew, 

ei;;hth Earl of Errol. 
0 Adam Stewart, prior of the Charterhou•e 

at Perth. 





l OS J OID", TE.\"TJI E.IRL OF .YC7'11L'RL.4.\"D. 

on .15th April 1549.1 The c •nntess brought to the ea rl, as her terce lands, 

luchmichael and other land <> iu. the barony of Errol, l'erths1Iirc,2 and the 

earl gave her in li ferent the ~bins of Dum ouin, with the ca<;tle, Kibnalie, and 

other lands.3 By this marri:-~ge the Earl of Sutherland was brought in to 

close relationship with ~Iatthen· , Earl of Lennox, :.lftcrw:-~rds regeut, nne\ 

I:obctt Stewart, then bishop-elec t of Caithness, and afterwards Earl of 

Lennox, both lJrotbcrs of his wife. 

The church buds or Caithness were at this tim r. somewhat of a bone of 

contention amon6 the neigh touring landowners, and probably this fact had 

some influence in the promotion of the marriage. At any rate, Rouett 

Stewart soon afterwards exerted him srlf to put thillgs on a more satisfactory 

foo t ing for himself. 4 Duri ng his absence the see of Caithness bad been 

lH~stowcd in a provisional snrt of way upon Alexande r Gordon, a brother of 

George, Earl of Huntly, who was styled postulate of Cai thness. · T he Earl of 

Caithness and Doual<.l .JI:tckay of 1-'arr, at their own hand, made free with the 

bishop's lands, but by 1548, I:obert Stewart had succeeded in making his 

I Copy Signature for Dispcnsat'vn in the 
Sutherland Charter-chest. T he rel:ltions of 
t he Connt~ss of Errol with Kin~ James the 

·Fifth are notecl, "Jacobus quimua qui ip; am 
Eleonoram carualiter cogno,·erat. '' 

2 Charter by George, Earl of Errol, t o 
H elenor St~ wart, wirluw of \\" ilbrn, Earl of 
E rrol, his vredeces,;nr, rla t~d Stb .:.larcL 15-11, 
confirmed by King James the F ift h the wl
l .. wing · day. P.egistrum .\Ia;ni Sigilli , 
val. iii. X o. %16. 

3 Charter by John, Earl of Sutb~ rlanrl , to 
H elenor Stewart, dated Gth Au ;:mt, anrl con
tirmed by Queen .:\bry lOth Au;;ust l.HS. 
!bid. v al. i'·· :s-o. ~-11. 

• This bishop of Cait!HH••s is 'tated by 
K~itb [Catalogue of t b~ ~c•J lttob Bi,Lovs, 

p. ~15 ] to have bc f n forfeited aloug with his 
l•rotber .\Iattb~w. Earl of Lennox, and obliged 
t o remain ia exile in Eugb nd for twenty-two 
years. This, bo" ever, i~ so far a mistake. 
H e was proceeded against for treason in 
1545 by the parliament, bnt on a protest by 
Cardinal Beaton against their taking pro
ceedings against a spiritual man, at pre· 
sent on trial befo re him, h is ordiu:u·y, the 
parli.uuentary proceedings wPre stopped. 
There i• abuntbnt evidence in this work and 
elsewhere that he was not only not in exi le 
during the perioJ menti, ne'cl, but also that 
I.e, for a great part of that time, was fltlly 
recognised as bishop, and actively snpe rin
t enrled the affairs of th e rli ocese. [l:f. abo 
Origines Paruchi«les , \" ol. ii. p. GOD.] 
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l'c ,let', anJ was buck in Caithuess secki116 reposses:;ion of his Li:;IIU]•ric. ll 

~c·elu::. prc•baLle Ll.tat il was about thi.> ti1 ne ],c lll :l.lle the agre~l!Jt:nt wi th t!:e 

E:ul of Sutherland, stipuL•ting tllat on account of the local Jisor,Jc:r!l rm•l 

cumlJl O~ i ons, til e carl shoulcl protect the bi <>hop r.n1l l1is chapte r in tLL·ir 

persons and property, assist them iu collecting their rents, tei uds aud Jnti,·s. 

ami relieYe and defeuLl them if moleste•l. For this they promise to ]1:.y the 

earl £1 00 Scots yearly, and to assist him in turn in all his lawfnl conccrno, 

so far as in thei r power. The deed appears to ktvc been drawn up at Durn och, 

Lut the date lias Lcen torn ::t\'>ay.1 Tiobert Stewart seized the l•ouse anJ ]•bet: 

of Scrabster from .Alexander GorJon,2 aud there, iu 154 ~ , conn~:1iuc; bdur .: 

him the Earl;; of Sntlll:> rland and Cait hness, he persnadeJ them to enter into a 

mu tual bond of frienclshi!J for themselYes and their followers, an1l lo krm in.tt•: 

all rinllries, ~nmities anJ quarrels among themseh es, out of n·g:ud tn t l, ~· 

]•nblic weal of the realm aml res i ~ tiug of "om au]J inime:s vf I u~l.lu • l."' 

The chid cause of their immediate quarrel was th e posscs~io n of tb L• 1.111\l.; t•f 

;\ ur.!J :Hlnly, aml this t l1ey 1ot h agree to refer to the J~:ci~ion c•f arLitr.lt ur ·• 

who are named. Two days late r the same parties met at Girn ig", tl a.: ~·:at d 

the Earl of Cai t hness, along with Donald :\Tnckay of J.'a_rr, aml all four, ( •:J 

apparently quite equal terms, entered into a mutual bonJ of fri e1 1d,.hi p an,] 

ddence, swearing to be faithful to each other for all the d:1ys of their 

lires.3 

I n .Aug ust 1350 the queen-dowage;: took a Yoyage to }"ranee, nlll l w :1~ 

at.:companied by a mm1uer of the Scottish noules, inclucling the Earls of 

Huntly anJ Sutherlan u. She was receiYed wi th great honour at the French 

court, and , accorJing to Sir Tiobert GorJon, th e Earl of Sutherland, as well as 

I Yo!. iii. of t his work, pp. 07-100. 
~ Pitcairu '• Crim in al Trials, \·ol. i. p. 337*. 
3 :! ti th a n•l :::! Sth April, vol. iii. of t hi; work, 1'1'· 107-11 0. 





110 JOl/X, TRXTJJ EA f:L OF ::>Cl'l!L'RL:JXD. 

Huntly, was inves ted by tl1c French l•ing \vith the onll.!r of the kni;;hthoor.l 

of St. Midl:~d the arcb .... ugd. The yueen 1\!iu:tilll!Ll iu rr,wce fvr fully a year, 

aud rcLnmed tl1euce to Scot laml throuf;lt Eugbntl , where she was eY(:rywhere 

receiYed with great state.1 Jn this Yisit to France tl1e earl incun '3d sowe 

expense on the queen';; account, which he paiLl in September 1553, aml 

thereupon recei \'ed her majesty's receipt.2 The queen shortly afterwards 

succeeded in l'ersnaJ.ing Arran to quit the regency in her f:l\'onr, and the 

Earl of Sutherland's name occurs in t he net of exoneration granted to him 

by the queell and the three estates of parliament.3 

Reference has already bet:n mnJe to the fri euJ.ly relations wl1ich existed 

between the earl aud the slLeriif of .Jforay, Alexander Duubar of Cumnock. 

I n 155-! both the sherifl' auJ. hi s son, with a sen·ant and others, were iuvolved 

in two cases of slaughter, aud failing to appear, the Earl of Sutherland, who 

had become cautioner for their doi11g so, was fined in the sums of .£~00 

Scots anJ. four hunJ.red merks.4 There is also another sum of fhe hundred 

merks which is referred to in an assignation maLle by J ohn Hamilton, 

archbishop 0£ St. Andrews, to Sir Robert Carnegie of Kinnaird. Sir R{)bert 

had at the archbishop's desire borrowell that amount f~om ::\fr. Alt>xander 

F orrest, parson of Logy-montrose. For llis relief the arcl1bishop assigned to 

him h is right to this sum of five hnutlred merks, which was due to him as 

treasurer by J olm, Earl of SutherlanJ, as cautioner for AlexanJer Dunbar of 

Cumnock, sheriff of Elgin aml Forre.>.5 Two years later the earl acted in a 

similar manner as ba il for the re-entry to justice of other two of his neigh· 

l Diurnal of Occur rents in Scotland, pp. 
.'ill, 51. 

2 Vol. ii. of this work, p. ~. 

3 12th April 1554. Act• of the Parlia.. 
DJents of Scotland, val. ii. p. 603. 

' :!Oth ::\ovemher 1554. Pitcairn's Crimi. 

nal Trials, val. i. p. 3i0*. 
6 Copy As• ignation, <Ia ted 15th December 

1554, in Sutherland Charter chc~t. One of 
t he witnesse3 was :.Jr. Andr~w Oliphant, sub· 
dean of the Q11een's College, near E.lin · 
hurgh. 
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i•ut~L3, Ah:xanJer, I.ord F1-.t.~er uf Loral, in t t!u tlwus.mLl lll erks, autl Jalllt:.'> 

l.i ,1 al.a1' it< .C 1000 Sev~:;, lmt h~ does Hot app~..ar to l1J. \'e ::;ufi'erc,J in cou

::;,•,l'wuce of their default. 1 

In rc\rard, liO\re\·cr, of sen·ices rt!Hderecl t o her maje~ty, t he qnern

uowage r, in 1555, in which year !:he held a circuit court at In\'ern e~s in 

v ·rson , waJe t lw carl a gift of a yearly pensiou of one thousand merb, 

wbich was to cease when the queen was able to confer upon bim -:clf \';ards 

and marriages, or on some friend such a Lenefice as shoulJ Le e•1ual to 

tlwt amount.~ .At the same time she collfened ou him the care of tltc 

earlJom of Ross, aucl appoiitted Lim bailie of the lamls of Farr. Thi<> last 

uppointnH•nt brought Lim into sh,up conilict with the ::'.Iackays. lteference 

has alre;tt!y l1een made to the making of a mutual Lontl of friendship Let ween 

t he earl and ~fuckay and others, but D onald .JJackay was now deatl, ancl 

tl uri llg the earl's abseHce in France with t he qut!eu-downger, Y. ~Iackay, 

u St'll of Ilouald, had iuYadcJ SutherlanJ in warlike guise. H e w;~s repulsed 

Ly tlt e ea rl's Lrother, Alexander Gonion (who was a great fa,·om itc \\ith tbe 

l'arl, am! haJ Lcen left in charge while tLe earl was a way, but exercised his 

authority with such r igour that t he people almost rose against him), and 

).l ackay was now summoned to answer before the queen for h is misdc· 

rucanour. H e refused to appear, ·whereupon h(;r majesty granteJ a commis· 

sion to J ohn, E arl of Sutherland, t o arrest him and reduce his country 

to orde r. Balfour adds t hat, " ·hile the E arl of Sutherland was sent on 

this errand with an army by land, the queen-regent sent J ohu K cnneJy 

with a naYy by sea to assist him.3 The earl accordi11 gly, collect ing h is 

forces, marched into StrathnaYe r, and failing to fiut! ).Iackay, laid siege 

to the castl e of Bon ·e, ncar the town of .Farr, which he took awl JemolisheJ, 

1 Pitcairn's Criminal Trial s, vol. i. pp. 300*·302'<. 
2 Vol. ii. of th is " o;k, pp. 2, 3. 3 Annales, vol. i. p. 306. 
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hanging the captain, l~orie :Uaeean \ ·oyrc. ::\fackay meanwhi le had doubled 

on his pmsucrs, nud entering the :::imherl:md k 11itory, bumcll the church of 

Loth, and committ ':!ll some other deYn>tatiuu, Lut at l::l.st, finding himself 

without a retreat, be yielded to the Earl of Sutherland, anll was conveyed 

to Edinburgl1, \>here he WCI.s committed a prisoner to tl1c castle. 

The capture of :Mackay, howen~r, J id not end hos tilities, as during the 

earl's absence at Ediubnrgl1, l1is rclatin, John l\fore ::\faekuy, iun.tl cd a large 

district of Sutherland, including Xavidale, \vhcrc they burn ed the chapel 

of St. Ninian. But the in vad ers were not permitted to escape, for, being 

pur.:;ucd by tl tc earl':; vassals and friemls, who surrounded them unperceived, 

they \\ere compelled to stan.-1 at t he foot of Dinmoir, in DcrrieJale, an ti 

sustained a severe dcfeat.1 A commission was also granted auout this time 

Ly the queen to the carl to npprehcnd one Neil ilfackay, for slaughter com

mitted in Strathuaver, anrl a little bter he was conjoi neJ wi th t he Earl of 

Caithness in anothE:r commissi~"~n f•)r apvrchcmling a pirate, named Thomas 

Rohertsou, who appears to have been then iufestiug the nor Lhern seas.2 

Robert, bishop of Caithness, as formerly shown, on account of local 

commotions had fel t the need of help from h is hrother.in-law, the E arl of 

Sutherland. Dnt other than merely local disturbances were extending their 

influences OYer the church b uds throughout the kingdom at this tin1e, and 

the see of Caithness wa~ no exception to tlt e general rul e. In 1553 tlte 

bishop and his chapter ktd found i t expedient to constitt)te the enrl here

ditary bailie of all the lands, bounds and possession of the diocese ; 3 and in 

1557 they granted a very large portion of these lands in feufann to the 

earl and his countess, LaLly H elenor Stewart, and their heirs. Some of these 

lands were in Sutherland, some in Caithness, and others in Inverness-shire, 

1 Genealogy, pp. 134.136. 2 Vol. ii. of this work, pp. 3·5. 
3 Origines Paroch iales, vol. ii. p. 610. 
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induding, an1ong other~, the lallll-> aml castle of Skibo, CyLiCi hall, For.-••, 

~ ·:r:th.< tt·r aml its C;l'itlc, an•J tlw lauds, city and palace of Dornoch. (J!' 

t lie en-,! lc of SnaLster aucl :palace of D omocb, which were appuint•·d 

til J,,. tlte principal messuage: of the whole btJds granted for tl1c pnrpose uf 

inf,•ftmcnt, allll wh ich are described as situated among the fierce and 

nut amctl Scots, aiHl in an Iri ~h [Gaelie-speakit1g] conntry, the carl atlll bi~ 

ltcirs were comtituted beredit::try constables. For the keeping of these tltey 

were allowed the rents of the lands around, and the whole fen-duties f,,r 

tbe remaining buds amounted to aLout £~30 Scots yc:nly.1 Sub.>cquent 

grants to the same effect were made Ly the uishop to the earl in J[,;l~ 

aml 15GO. In 155!) the lanJs aequireJ by tlte carl thus in fcufanu 

inclutlcu Dnmcs;;, Sandwat, .Astlair, l .axforJ, and the island of Jlo.1n in 

Snthcrbud, auu Halkirk, Skail, Thormesdailc, and others in CaithiH:;:;,;; allll 

iu l.:iGO the hmls then added were Skibo, with it:; castle, J\ilmalie an•l 

1!(•;,.::-.J t in SutllerlanJ, and Brims i n Caitlmess; \\Licit urou~ht up tho f.:u

dut ies payaLl c to the Lishop to over £ 330 Scots.2 

SncL progress hatl Lcen made in Scot land by the principles of the I~dur

lll:-ttion (or the Luth eran heresy, as the elmrchmen calleJ them), that tho 

tdurmcrs, who uumbered many of the nobles and uarons in thrir raub, wero, 

by 1558, organisetl in to a cou~regation, and their titkJ leaders 1-.t.;camo :1 

party in the state as the lords of tile congregation. The Earl of Sutbcrlanol 

was prescnL at the conventiun of estates, held in EdinLurgh in Noven~lll'l' 

and December 1558, anu was elected one of the lords of the articles.3 ~\t 

th is meeting the reformers presented their demands for the redress of 

grievances, and were met by the queen-regent with fair promises of fur-

1 Yol. iii. of tlti s \H>rk, pp. 11 6-1::!4. 
~ Origio~3 Parochiales, vol. 1i. pp. 611-61.1. 
3 A cts o£ the Parliaments of ~cot! and, vol. ii. I'P· 50:l, 504. 

vor.. r. 
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he:1rr~nc c an•l pruh:ct ion. JJisrc·g:n.Jing tlt,·:;,; as sou n as tlte pressure was 

remon:d, she J •ruc.:!~.:d~:Ll tn t;tb~ strL•llg ItH~asurcs fur the l"C'J'res,;ion of tltP 

l"CfOI"lllCLl r•reac}~ei"S aud t} H;ll" teaching, an<] W!tl'l! J"Cll1i 11JecJ of ltL·r prOiill~es, 

replied that promi'3es ougltt uot t•J Le ur~cd UJ"'It 1ninccs nulo:ss they conld 

couvcL iently fulfil them. Tltcu, \rns tlte ~~Hswe r, if yvur gr<tce will keep 11 0 

faith with your snhject~ they may renoun·~e tltci r allegiance to you. Short]_:: 

afterwanh lwstilitics broke out between the two l· ~~rtil's, anLI the queen-regent 

bruught lllCrcenaries fro1n France to sulHlue the rdurmcrs, \Yhilc they in tum 

solicited anJ recciYell the assistnncc of Engln11Ll. 

The Earl of Sutltcrlaml, on 1st . .:\.rril l;i5D, wns H]•pointeJ by George, 

Lord Gonlon, Llcputy-sheriff of the county of Jnrcrness over the LouuJ'> of 

the ear1llorn of Sutherl..mJ.1 He acted a lung wi th tLe Earl of II nutly iu t!te 

national crisis, thou~h ::\hitLtnd of J.ethin~ton reports him as l!eutrnl in 

December of tltis yenr. Ir i" first aJ·p~nrauce on the scene of action was 

made in J anuary 15[lD-GO, when he came tn the lords of the congregation , 

then in Fif~. ltnYing been sent by H untly to ufY~.:r to tl1eir lonlships "acljunc

tion" in thei r common action nnJ all his a<s;;i:;tance. Knox srrys that 

Sutherb.nLl professed to be sent fr,Jm H untly "to confottl) tlte lord is in thair 

affiictioull, butt ot!tcris whi"lJCreJ that his 1•rinc:ipall connuissioun was unto 

the qucne re;;ent," aml Keith also is of the same opinio11. H o\reYcr 

that might be, l1e shorlly after lti" nni\·al took pnrt in a skirmish against 

the }, rench sokliers of the queen at Kinghorn, an.J wos ba(lly wounJeLl 

in the left arm by a shot from a hagbut. lie \\aS canicd to Cupnr, 

t hen the heaJqumtcrs of the congrc~atiun, and afterwanls returned hollle, 

anLl because of his wuund became a dcciLl t>Ll I'UClllY to the Frenclt.~ 

1 Original in Sutherland Ch:lrter-ch~st. 
2 Knox's H istory of th ~ J~dorm:~tion, e.l. 

La'ng, vol. ii. pp. 6, j ; cf. Sa•llt'r's Sbte 
l'apers, val. i. p['. GS-l, G:ll, i u·~; S::~:e 

Papers, Elizabeth, Foreign Ser:es, 15.i!l-GO, 
l'P· 17 4, ~i -l, ~ !lO . Keith's Ilistory of Scot
l:~nrl, p. ll:l. 
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Hl"l"ore· his rdmn he receind a letter from H untly ll l'sirin:~ bi, 11 t, 

ir n1•n~ -~" upuH "hi;:; fi-i uml" to ECC that among the En ;.:l i ~ h t n•·Jj•., t.1 

be St~nt to Scotland Llrerc were ~WO O, or at lea <;t 1 OliO J,u\\'Illtn, n.~ 

that 1rould be tire firs t thing to deft>at th e French lwgllll 1 1e r~ . ...:\ J..,, t l.. 1: 

LorLl .Armn 5houhl not adventure himself in skirmishes, as so lllllch now 

dcpendeLl upon hi m; and that he , for his part, wonlclleave nothin~ undll!:(·. l 

The" friend" here referred to appears to have been tlre Earl of Arr.1n lr illlc ·I f. 

as that earl, wri ting to Cecil, states that Lonl Huntly haLl se nt Lor tl ~ uth··r

land to l1im (Arr.m) des iring "the Hatlll" that he mi3ht suhsnih: i• . 

and promising that wlr euever the English assLtance came, he would a.-~i·t 

him as faithfully as his O\'.'U father. This promise, Anan add :::, tL L• J: trl , f 

Sutherland has confirm P.d with his Ll ood, for the Frenchm en lnnt lr iru in tl11' 

arm. T!Jis hurt., Anan states in another let ter to ::\laitlnnd of Ldhi n.~'· u, t l:o

t•arl sustained the second day of his coruin~. " H e \\' .1 S !-hnt thron~:lt th·· .. r ·~~ 

and in great danger to lose the same if he be 110 t \Yell C ll l l·d .''~ J: .c!J•I ·i; !r, 

the En61ish resident, takes notice of the Earl uf Sn tlrerlaud's IJ.i--i .. n a~. I 

hi" wound, auJ furth er, alluding to the arrival of the English n.!mi r.d, \\" i1•\• I 

with ass istance to the Scottish lords, remarks that it w::ts uow th<Jll::ht : l. 1t 

an ohl prophecy-that tl1ere should be two winters in fine ;·ear, in "hi•. h 

many wonders shouhl chance iu Scotland-had Leen fnl tlli•·•J.3 

Huntly's real intentions were still somewhat obscnn·, but l!.ritt lulJ·h 11 ;1~ 

of opiniou that if he faileJ in performing his prowises, Sutherla nd wo~n l ·l 

leave him, adding wi th refereuce to H untly, "Some 'vise men jndgt' hilll 

better lost than founJ." 4 For some time, howe,·e r, the wound in hi s nn u 

kept the Earl of Sutherlan<l from active parti cipat ion in nfrairs. I:ut he w .1-1 

1 State P:1pel"ll, Elizabeth, Foreign Series, 
155!l-60, p. ~()!. 

2 Ihid. pp. ~vs, ~~~. 

3 State Papers, Eliz:\Ldh, For <"ic; n :-:~ ri<o. 

p. :~35. 

~ f /, j ,l, p. 51~-
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p resent at the llic>Ct illg of 1•arliamcnt in ,\ugust at E Ll iHburgl! , wlJen owing 

tu tl~t: liU l:l:U-lL'gen t'::; dca ll1, antl th e wi ll aln' . .-;tl of tlt c: .Frencl1 troops, mat ters 

had set tletl in favour of the lords of th e congregat ion. At this mce:ti ng of 

rarli::u uent the Scots Confession of th~ Protestant fai th was ratifie<l , and 

au alliance wi th E ngland J:>roposetl. \"\'ith this .Sntherlaud is relJresented 

hy l~:mdolph as well pleased, aud he signetl the offe r w ade by the Scottish 

parliament of the Earl of Arran as a h nsballll to Qneeu El izaheth.1 H untly 

did Hot attend the parliament, 1Jleat1 iug a 'veak leg. .A new cleme ut of 

uncertainty as to the i:;sue of event:; was introduced by the tlt:ath of the 

king of Franc~, and the probable retu rn of Queen :'IL-.. ry t o Scotlaml. The 

lords of the congregat ion '"ere in correspondence with the quee:n, w·h ile 

Huntly, as the st ill recog nised head of the Catholic ]'arty, h <:' ld a conv ention 

of his fr iends, including the Earl of Sutherland, at Dunbar, in December 1560, 

when Lord Humc "·as deputed to communicate with the queen on their 

beh al£.2 His miss ion, however, seems to have been postponed, as a few 

ruontbs later )Ir. J olm Lc;:;lic, afterwards Lisltop of l:osc:;, was th e bearer of 

Huntly's proposals to the queen, one of which was that she should make her 

landing in Scotland somewhere in the north, "·here they would proviJe h er 

with an arruy of 20,000 meu, with which she woultl be able to bear down 

all opposition.s But ~Iary had been informed of his recent t emporising 

policy aud ignored his advice. 

Huntly and the E arl of Sutherland are mentioned by nandolph as again 

coming to EJin burgh on 15th ~larch 15 GO-l, the very time their envoy was 

leaving Aberdeen for France, aml he ent ered into conversation with them on 

the state of their country. Writing to Cecil, the English resident speaks in 

1 State PaF ers, Elizabeth, Fortign Serie~ . 
151i0-6 1, p. ~I S. Act s o[ t!.e Parliament3 
of s~otlan(l, vol. ii. 1'1'· 5:!,), Gll6. 

2 State Papers, Foreign, 1560-61, pp. 460, 
4 Gl. 

J Keith'• H is tory, 1'1' 157, 160 . 





M.l R!UAGE OP QCJ:.'l'.\' JJARY .L\-D DAR.\'LEY Pl:OJ'OS!.'U. 11; 

warm t erms of the htarty receptio n he !J:1d from tl11~m. H e uevcr fvllt .·l 

better cntertailllllLilt at eithet· o£ ~heir banJ ::; in his life, or more niTc<:t!u 11 .,~ -: 

words or more cordial ucsirt.: to maintain a1J1ity. Cecil , he adl1:<, hiu~;,. !f 

knew them both, and they were just what they lHHl UCCll.1 Huntly lllli Sl , 

of course, have dissembl ed his r enl intentions, and flattered r..audoll'h. He 

was at this t ime being sti nmlated by the Guises and the Catholic faction iu 

France to stand in defence of the old faith, and tl1ey flatteretll1im with the 

hopes of his son, Sir John Gordon, then laird of }'indlatcr, marrying (~llt: l ll 

~bry, and so forming an alliance by means of which they llli;:;l1t on:rthrtJW 

the n eformatiun and restore Scotbnd to h er ancient faith. H i,; bop,· :<, 

however, v;ere fnt ilc, aud his E:ffurts unrren. H e was compel led to i •. . ·! 

himself powcrl c'3s at eourt in pre:;ence of the reformed uoldt• <;, t<) Ft'< ' 

h i!llsclf shorn of some of his fai rest possession:;, and at last, in a tk·t··lit tll;.! 

dfurt to regain h is old intlueut:e by force, he hilli 'lelf atlll one of J.j, ~u :1 s ln -t 

thei r lin~.s. allll, fnr a time, h is family their e:;tate.s. Tv the last the E.1rl..! 

:-; uthe rland Lelriemle•l Huntly, bnt his fricn Ll:>hip on thi s occasitlll n• ... t ouly 

i mp~·rillcd his own beaU., Lut also the very c:,.,istence of his house. 

Quee n ::.rary landed in h er kingdom on the morning of the 1 ~·th ot .\ u;;u· t 

15G 1, a !Ill tllC carl was probably among the noulcs \\'ho attenJe1l ht·r fr or n 

L•.: ith to H olyrood P alace. A few w eeks later she wade a joum.·y l,y 

Stirling and Per th to Dundee. Just after she had left Edinburgh, .. \rthur 

Lilliard, tutor of H enry, Lord D arn ley,. arr ived with letters for the qtll't: ll 

respecting th e proposed marriage between her and his pup iL LilliarJ was a t 

a loss .what to do till "\\-at the falconer" accidentally meeting the Earl c•f 

Sutherland, tolJ Lim the circumstances, and be undertook to vrocnre L illi:wl 

au inten·iew with the queen. The earl had a family interest iri the r •rnpo~ l· .! 

111arriage, Damley beiug the nephew of the Cou 11t es.~ of Sutherbrul, :wd },,. 

I State Papers, Fore ig n, 1 561- ~ , p. 30. 
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ha.d beeu prcYiomly cvtt:sultetl on lite ~ul>ject hy !ti s si:>ter-in-law, th e Conutcss 

vi Lcutwx. H0 lvvl: Lilli.nll tv ~tit1iug, all(! illtro•lnced ltitll tu QneE:n iiiary 

ou the monting of the 1 I.ith SqJtetHl>er, wlte n she was mounting her horse tu 

set. out. fur Perth ; all(\ h e was pre:.,· tt t at liH·ir illten·icw, ,vJtich took place in 

th e courtyard. The I]Ueeu rccd,-cd Darnll'y's messenger kimlly, and made 

inqniries as t o the ag•·, stature, an• l dtaracteristics of the asJ,iraut to Iter hand, 

but would uot then gi,·e any J.ecided an;;wer.1 

In December of the sallle yea r the carl was aga in in E clinlmrgh alon.,: 

wi th his brother-in-l aw, the bisho}' of C'aitLness, fur tlte pnrpose of attending 

a conwntiou of e.;tates \vlt id1 t ook l'hce that tnontlt. A 1t1eeting of the 

C: enernl AssE·mbly of tlte nefotmc.J Church of Scotland was also to be lteld, 

and li te ilnportant question of the church re,·euues was to be discusseJ.. In 

tllis the enrl LaJ. a direct intere-:t as ,,-ell as his brother-in-law, who, 

Handolph ob;;ern;;;, "is reputed lt one" t enou;,; lt ;" and speaking of them Lotit, 

he adJs, "\Yhatsoever tlwy seek it is presc1,tly applieJ.," 2 though what this 

remark menus is not ea."ily m ul erstood. 

I n the latt er half of tlte f,Jllowing year, 1 5G~. the qu('en resoh·ed to make 

a progress in person through some of tlte northe rn count ies for tltc dispensa

tion of justice and other cames. .-\s one of the northern barons the E.ul of 

- Sutherland eit her accompanied her from E dinburgh or joined her ret inue on 

her arrival in the north. H untly was at th e ti tne in a peculiar p osition. 

H is son, Sir J ohn Gordon, also kno"·n as la:rd of FiudLtter, and to \vltotn 

reference bas already been made in an earlier part of this mcllloir, had bce!l 

committed t o prison for lti s a.;;"nult upon .T :IlllCS O;;i lvie, but had sncceetled 

in making lt is escape, and nol\\it!tstanJing a cltarge to surrender himself was 

still at large, and a declared rebel. Hu nt ly, though chancell~r of Scotland, 

anJ. sheriff of Inverness, was bel ie\'ed to be sltid lling hi m, and nothin;; 

t State Paper~, Foreign, 156-:!, PI'· 1 :? , 13, 64. z i bid. 156 1-2, p. 4~i. 
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} .. : J. to do sv. II e haLl n:lircll fwm the court iu dnJgeou, ancl \\'a;; now l!Jl·,1;. 

t. 11111 ;.: a 11 :.~L • ..:k upun tl:c clu-t:n's furc.:~, \',Lilc sl1 c \Yas in l:i ~ own country, 

with tlw fJhjl'd of taking l1r:r out of the hmls of the rcfonllc(l l•mh, an•l 

J.a\'ing the influence of her presence fur the rallying uf the Catholic ]•arty; 

Lnt he 1uanageJ affairs so badly that l1e only prcei]•itated l1is own ruin. 

f ln the qnccr/s arri\'a l at Iu n:ruess admission to the ca.-;llc was rcfn~eJ hn 

without tl1e permission of the Earl of Huntly, although it 'l'as a ropl]>Os,,.,. 

!<ion, an,l he only keeper. It \\'as, howeYer, taken, nnrl the captain executed. 

~imilarly the house of Fimllater, wlJCn SUllJillOncll l•y the queen, was rcfnse•l. 

nt:d !;l1e consequently uecliuell tbe oiler of H untly's hospitality at :C:tm tlll.u~i··, 

vn her \Yay to Aberdeen. She hall good reason for doi ng so, ns he b:1d 

l'wh·aYc•nrell to seize her at tl1e passage of the S]'cy. "\\' IJil e tlu! queen \1 .:-; 

ut ,\J,crdeen 1ueasures were taken to reduce H untly, aml I:a ullt•ll•h, ,,·!Jn W:t" 

tra\·clliu:,; \\'i tl1 the Scottish comt, slates tl1at Sulhe!la iHl and.·\ thoiL', \1 !J,J \1'1:1•' 

\lith til~ '!ur·eu, were quiet ly favouring H unt ly. This c~nl, uow at tJ:.: hc•fll, 

brii.c; rdtL~eJ to sm-rellder either his son to jmtice or lti :> castle of :-'tLJtlt

l -u;.; il', L'Sca pcJ to the hills, and tl!reateueJ to holtl ouL in J:adeuuch n;.;:1i1J,t 

ltis cuemies ; but the government now set free all those of tl1e cLws wl 10 lwl 

fullucrly l1een at deauly feud with liuntly, with full power to bnrass hi Ill in l1i~ 

retreat should he go thither. Au assault ·was made by Sir J olm nnnlon Oil tlle 

royal troops, and a. few days Inter, ou ~Sth October, Huntly in versou mart.:lll·d 

upon Al•erJeen \ri th 700 followers, but. w~s m0t at Corrichie, about twelve w ik> 

from Aberdeen, by ::\Iurrny, .Athole, anu ::\Iortoll, with ~000 men. After a very 

1rief struggle HunLly's troovs fled. H e yieldeu, and was about to Le taken, 

when, as Randolph states it, he "without Llow or stroke, being on horscL:-~ck 

before his taker, suddenly fell from his horse stark dead." Two of his sons w~:re 

taken, Sir John, "the rebel," and Adam, a lad of seventeen years, and the former 

was rxccuted at Abenleen, in his confession lnying all the blame upo11 his fat !J,•r. 
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I -Ou the e.111's ho1ly being Lrought to "\ bc rJce n ce rtain ld tcrs were found 

npon him which provel] that he h:Hl UCC !l in rcgubr CO!Illllllllicntion with ihe 

Earl of Sntl1erbnd aud :'lfr. J ohn Leslie, wl10 furni shed l1im with information 

of the quccn's de:>ig ns agn in st him. l~awlr .. ll·h says th ey di :;coYereu that 

Sntli erlflllll was one of the contrinrs of the \rl1olc m ischief.l l >oubt.less the 

Earl of Sutherlnud at once left the court, nnd secured his persoml safely, but 

a process wns institu ted aga inst him for treason, and in Jun e l 5G3 Loth he 

and the Enrl of U nutly were comlr mned nnJ forfei tc •l by parliament. Prior 

to this the Countess of Suthe:rbm1 went to court at St. Andrews, anfl}'leaded 

for her husbnnu wit h the queen. She " ·as 1nore J•iticJ for her o>nl sake than 

his, says Randolph. I .a t er, unt. :< t ill l ,c fo r·~ the trial, the earl himself venture,] 

to Fi fe, although the court " ·a;; stiU at St. "\ llllrews, and meeting the Earl of 

l\Iurrny at a fr iend' il house, ofl'L"rcd to place l1iiOse1f in the queen's wilL But 

none of these methods met with succcss.2 

The earl spen t tl1e next tw·o years in exile, chiefly at J~om·ain in FlnnJer~. 

aml was accommodated there wi th money, as uecess ity required, by Robert 

Morris, a bur;ess Qf Campvcre, to the extent of £:?50.3 Through the Earl 

of Leunox, his brother-in-lnw, he had petitioueJ Queen Elizabeth to be 

allo\Yed to reside iu Engbnu ; lmt bcfure replying, Elizabeth wrote to her 

resident in Scot1and to ascertain if her compliance with the request \\Ou!d 

be agreeable to I\Iary .4 Prcsmnauly it was not, as the boon craved was not 

accorded. 

After the earl's forfeiture the queeu made a gift to tl1e Countess of 

Sutherland, who "wes nawyiss participaut of the tresouaule crymes anJ 

couspimceis comitit and done be Johnne, somtyme Erle of S~thirln.nd, hir 

1 Keith's History, p. 230. 
2 State Papers, Foreign, LiG2, X os. 919, 

9G i ; 15G3, Nos. 426, GSG, 839, Sil. 

3 Register of the l'ri.-y Council, >ol. i. p. 

678. 
• Vol. ii. of this work, pp. 5, G. 
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}111 ;;}o,uttl, quhairuf he wcs co111·ict in }l:trlimnellt, lJot ignorant uf the ~atllyll," 

( ol ;dl laticl.>, lif..!lclib, nuLll\!~t·c.; Lclun::; iug to herself, either l•y tb0. dcatb ,,f 

Iter tirsL ltu:>b:mJ or gifteJ n.uJ di::poued to her Ly ltcr prc:sent. lnt~Latul; :u •. t 

tnot euver, bn maj esty, moYcd ·with }Jity and compassion toward tlt \! c:ount. · "· 

"knawnml her t o be ane Lonorabill personage, discenJit of gutle aml nvl.ill 

l)'llll:Jge," gaYe her the profits auJ duties of all the laud s pettaini11g to ltd· i:t 

liferent, viz., those granteJ by George, E::ul of Errol, those Ji spon eLl to her l·y 

t.he Earl of SutherlanJ, anJ those feufarmeJ to them l•y the bishop, the deau. 

anJ chantor of Caitlwess, \\·i th the escheat of all the earl's goods, movcaJ,J,. 

uuJ inuuowable.1 The rctnainJcr of tlw lands and superiority of tl ~t• 

earldo111, generally, \vith slight exceptions, tLe queell, by a silllilar gift uu.J . r 

tl w pri,·y seal, dateLl ~:!cl Septrmber, the s::une year, con ferred on her n::ttnal 

Lrutltt.:r, J:obert Stewart, called younger,2 J•robably the prior of \\" I,itl wm. 

wlto nssunte,l the title anJ ~tyle of Earl of Sutlterlawl, am! gralll•:,l cl,ar:. 1' 

of 1•ortiun" of the earldom.J Dut later, on Gth :\larch 15G3-4 , she t. e~ t"\\'• .t 

the barony of ..A'tJoyue upon .Alexamlcr GorLlou, :\laste r of Sutht·rbntl, t l,.~ 

earl's eldest sou, as he haJ uo .share iu Li.s f:tllter's treaS!J II .t 

Ere long, howc \·cr, a change wa5 effected in the Sc?ttish comt. ~ .. 

etlutts of the reformeJ lorLls coulJ persuade l.Iary t o change Iter reli.~i u u, but 

when she bad made up her mind t o ruarry ] Jaml cy, who was of the ~alii•' 

religion as h erself, tLey resolved to pre\'ent the danger they thought wuuJ .t 

accrue to rcligiou thereby Ly stratagem or force. Their schemes failcJ, Lu~ 

tLey ruaJe ~Iary their open enemy, anJ she summoned her · subjects to her 

aid to proceed against them. Especially now she haJ recourse to th·~ 

Catholic lords. George, LorJ Gordon, who, after Corrichie, haJ also been 

1 Copy Gift under the Privy Seal, dated 
12th June 1563, inSutherlan<l Ch:utcr-cbest. 

2 King James the Fifth hJoJ two natural 
sons n:.meJ Robert, the elder being at this 

\'t>L. I. 

time commendator of H olyrood, JonJ aft<·r· 
wards Earl of Orkney. 

3 Origines l'arochiales, vol. ii. pp. G:l:l, 1; 1;G. 
4 Y ol. iii. of this work, p. 1 :!!J. 

Q 
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fuuntl guilty of t rcn<;o n, aw l conJemucJ to tl c:;th, l1u t It a.! !tis seutCJJCe com 

mutcLl to one of i111prisoumeut ill .tl te ca=- tlt~ of 1Jnuba1·, was LJUugl tt t h uce 

t o comt, and soon a ften rards rc~to red to l tis father's ti tlt~s, !touou ts, a 11 \l 

estat es. Sut ltc rland was wri tt en fur t o rlamkr~, and Uoth well a11 d others 

" ·ere summoned from France. The en rl at once respollcl ed, awl t ook sltip fur 

Scotla11d in a small crn ft of somP. twenty-six tons lnmlcn. 

The .En~li s h author it ies were in sy11q >athy witlt tl1e rdonned lord:>, :\11 •1 

t o thwart Queen :Jfary's policy against tbem, the Earl of l~ cdfonl, goYeruor of 

Berwick, employ ed a pri\·at cer or pira te , sailing nntll' r letters of marrp te from 

the King of Swetlen, t o inte rce1•t Bothwell and I.ord Scton on tltei r way. 

H e failetl as reganls them, buL falling in witlt the boat containing the E arl of 

Sutherland, he m atle him prisoner, and brougl1t him to Berwick. Sc,·en 

other persons of less note were taken \Yith him. The reason of his captnrc 

is stated by the E arl of D.:.Uonl in a ktter t o Queen Elizabeth, as on accou ut 

of his being " of great p:uty in his country, aml follows the queen a nd her 

r eligion, and th erefore might the more annoy h er friend s there." H e wishes 

t o h.-now how long he should detain him. Two letters whidt the earl brougltt 

from Sir Franc is Eu~l efield. at Louvain, \Yere also t aken from him, aml seut 

.to Elizaueth's secretary, Cecil. l'resnmaoly on I:anJolph's O!Jinion t o Cecil 

that the earl wns no fit ma n for ScotlaHtl nt this time, nor any that were in 

his company, Queen Elizabeth sent ins tructions to Bed ford to k eep them 

safely at l3erwick, but not to make any direct usc of the pira te ·wilson, as he 

had d~spoilefl, not only the Flemings and French, uut also the Engli:;h; and 

t he ambassaJors of France anti Spain had pressed more for his apprehension 

titan that of a ny otlter pirate.1 

As soon as Queen ?.Iary knew of the arrest of the earl sh e wrute 

t o I:audol!Jh and also to the Earl of DeJforJ J emnmling his immcJiate 

I State P:1per9, Forei~, 1564·5, X os. 1417, IH3, 1H4, 1146, 1-l5G, 1-t C ~, 1-1Ci, 16CS. 
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r,. ],·:\Sl'. t Meanwhile the carl fell sil'k of a severe ague, aiHl l:col furd 

ill lll~ •.' l l, pilying l,i:; ca:;~, l lla~le int.::t•e:;t for his t dl'aSC. r 11t the 1\.:bti••ll."i 

!. ,.~ wcPn tl•e two courts \H:!c in 2. state of tension, al!Ll ElizalJ(;th, w};il..: 

dirl'rliu~ tl1a.t eYery care should be taken of the earl's health, onkrcJ l1ill! 

~ti ll to be kept secure. In Xovember, Quee n Mary herself wrote to Qut.:l' ll 

Elizabeth requesting the release of tho earl? who continued wea kly, an1l 

J:,:dford in furwarJing the messenger from JJerwick UL'g5ed Cecil to cou:-iLler 

his case f~won rably. " 1 he parliament," he aL!tls, "uegins in Scotlantl witl,in 

tc u or t\\' e]Ye days, anJ if his lonlsLip shouhl not ue restoreu thereat, he 

~ hould never haYe the like opportunity, because the Earl of H uutlcy and otiicr 

his frieUtls are now in place. He i-: a good gentleman thougli." 3 l 11 lit.' !' 

~<·ply Queen Elizabeth stntes that tl1e Fnmch ambassador had aho usr- ,J hi;; 

g<~Lld ofiices with her for the earl's release, but that as tli~<.mle r.;; arc cuullnittcd 

Oi l the uonJ,•rs, al!ll the JeagtteS Of amity l'Cillalll Yi olat•.:d On Qu•'l' ll ~l. ll'_l'•'l 

;·· trt, !'Ill' rn u~t fDrLear gran ting l1er request unti l the COill ]•laill l:> madl' un 

j,,J: h siJ .:.; were heard am! rcclresseJ.t A uothcr rncL1 iatur, 110\\'l'Y,·r, w:-t-; 

f,HlllU, who etl'ected what these had Ltiletl to Jo. In J anu :-try l 5G0 I:at lll••l!•l l 

\Holt: to Cecil frorn :Uerwick that the Earl of Sutherhnd \yas fully n:cunl'ilt·,! 

'' ith the Earl of ::\I ntny, r.nd had prorni ~etl that if the queen \\' uU\1! perUJil 

him to return to Scotland, he would use all• tl1e means he cuultl fur ::.I urray':; 

Tt.!;,toration. Dedfurd wrote the Earl of Leice tcr and Cecil, aud th e Earl 

uf ::\Iurray himself wrot0 to Cecil to the same effect. Th is at leugth l ·n~ 

\·ailed with Elizabeth, and Bedford reported to Cecil on ~i st FeLruary tb at 

tl1 e Earl of Sutherland was now gone. H e wonlu not, however, haYe it 

known that his deliYerance comes of the Earl of ::-Iurray's suit. H e was 

1 Sth September 1 5G.~ . State Papers, 
Fu n·ign, 1;'i(i-t-5, N o. 1 i40; vol. ii. of this 
work, p. 6. 

: :!Gth 1\'o\·erubcr 15G5. ll•:d. p. 7. 

3 :?!l th X ovember. State Papers, Fun ·i£n, 
1,';6 1-5, No. l'j'O~. 

' lbitl . No. 1'j :!4, ith Decctnber. 
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also able to tdl him a few lh ys hter that the carl harl been " restored to all 

bis land '> a!lll honour:; auJ gooLls .. " 1 

\ Vithout ,\·aiti n:; for the carl's release from Engbn1l, Kin;; H enry an rl 

Queen Mary, on 12th lJccemlJc r 15G5, granted their letters nuder the great 

seal fully rchabili tati n;; him in all l1is estates aml J is'11 it ies as before the 

forfcitmc, anJ autlwrisin;; him to pursue for the reLluctiun thc rcof.2 Then, 

shortly after his return to Scotland, on 7th :\!arch 1 fiG;J-G, the queen carne 

~pecially to a lilect ing of the parliamen t in Edinlmrgh for the choosing of the 

lords of the articles, and this Lcing done, the only other Lusiness t ransacted 

that day, and apparently in that p:uliament, which had been summoucJ for 

the forfeiture of the b~mishcd lorJs , was the restoring of the Earl s of Huntly 

and SutlJ crhml to their po~sess ions.3 

The full restoration of the earl, however, was only accomplished by the 

reduction of the sentence of forfeiture in parliament, on the ~round that the 

whole procedure was null on account of certain informalities, allll because 

tLe earl, wl1en summoneLl to appear on that occasion, \ras not in a posi tion 

freely to do so either personally or by a procurator. He had pre\-iously 

hccn pnt to the li om at the instance of J ohn "·is hart of Pittarrow, then 

collector-general, for non-payment of his thinl'3 of tltc lJishopric of Caithness , 

he being tacksman thereof, and in such case ltaJ Le appeared, he might 

have been slain by any of his enemies wi thout remedy of law.4 H e was 

restoreJ, as Sir Itobert Gordoll points ou t., in i Jde:FIWt and not o: [Ji"Hfia , allll 

therefore the same person anJ same bl ood being restored, and the forfeiture 

Jecla~ed null Ly act of parliament, it is not to be accounted a forfeiture, nor 

an interruption by forfeiture in the line of the Earl of Sutherland. The 

1 State Papers, Foreign, 15Gll-15GS, Nos. 
50, 51, 52, 5.5, l lH, 118, l:l~l. 

2 Copy in Sutherland Cbar t er- r bcst. 

3 Dittrnal of o~current3 in Scotl:md, p. SO. 
i I (lth .\ prill.:it17. Act" of the Parliarucuts 

of Scotland, \" OI. ii pp 570·5Sl. 
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cr~rl was abv inclndeu in a remiss ic>n granted by the qnct: ll at ~doJ I\ 011 

::Li th l" ..:Lwary l;:i GG ·7 to tl1e r ,n l of Ilu:1tly anll llis friends.1 

Shortly after the earl's return to s~otbnJ the mnrJcr of Tii zzio tO<lk l·hCll 

in Hulyrootl Palace, and he was there ou that eventful nigl1t.2 It w::v; tepott \· d 

that the bauisheu lords, including the Ead of 1\fntTay, were rctuming fru111 

Englaud, at the command of the king, and iu evillent fear of a n.! \'olnt i,llt. 

Huntly and Bothwell, who were also in the pal::lce, thought it expedicnL tu 

take to flight, and malle their cse:1pe from their chamber windows loy a rop••. 

Sutherland, though of Huntly's party, ltad nothing to Cear from th eir rdnm, 

as in implement of his promise to illnnay, he had assisted to briug it al11m t. 

On the ~5th of the same month the Earl of Sutherland reccj,·,:d irc 'm 

the king and queen (Henry and :Jiary) a new ch,uler of !tis ht11b , t l11J 

whole beiug erected into a free earldom to be called the E.\.UPO~f nr :-- n ll u: 

I.A :\fl, with tbe CASTLE OF Drxr.omx as princip:1l mcss 11 a~~ . :111,1 h.! w , ~.., 

infeft therein in the end of the fvllowin~ mouth of ::\lay.3 ll.: i:; a) .. , 

lliL'IItione,J as present at some meetings of the pri,·y conucil bd,J at ~ tir: i u c: 

in January 15GG-i,4 anJ Le took part in the proceedings of the I .. :nli.ln. ·:: tt 

Jte] , j at Edinunrgh in the followiug April, at 'lvhich his own forf.: itmc wai 

n·~c imled.5 The last day of the parliament wa<> the 1Oth of tlt:tt Hwnth, 

and on that or the following eveniug the famous supper at .Ain, Jic:'s taY··m 

took place. Bothwell inYited the principal 11oulemen to sup with Lint, an ,! 

at the feast, after the house had ueen surrounded with anneJ 111 en, pro

duced a uocnment which he desired them to sign. I t ouliged the si~natu ri t:s 

to maintain Bothwell's innocence of Darnley:s nmrder at all costs, au•l to 

recommend, advance, and defend his marriage to the queen. The E,nl of 

1 G.,nealogy, pp. 1-15, HG; ~Iiscellany of 
the Spa.!Jing CluJ,, vol. iv. pp. 154-156. 

~ !Jth ~larch l.':i G5-6. 
3 Y c>l. iii. of this "·urk, pp. 135-13!1. 

4 Re;:;ister of the Privy Council, vol. i. 
p. 59!. 

5 Acts of the Parliaments of ::i•:othud, 

vol. ii. PI'· 5 tG , 5·1S. 
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Sutherland was present aut! atlhibitctl his signature to the bond, :wd so uid 

Huntly, ali.Luuglt he wa::; lhe Lrotltcr uf Dvtlm~:ll's inj 11teu wife, from 

wh om !tc was now seeking a. di\'ul-..:e.1 But proLalJiy she herself was not 

altogt:ther a ,·crse to the riud~wee. 

To the Earl of SutherLmu anu his ltousc the e\·ent was of more iu tcrest 

than !JrobaLly he i n~agined at the time. n othwell's characte r was notoriously 

Lall. I~anuolph , writing of billl to Cecil in June l 5G3, :-;ays," I adv ise all my 

fri ends to take heed how th•·y loLlge such a guest. I Leseech your honour, 

put him >\"'here you will, s::n-i11g in J)o,·er castk; not for fear of my old mother, 

but my sister is youllg nnu bath w auy daugh ters. lie has sought to borrow 

111011ey of some of his cotwtrylll en, J llercha nt~. but can get none." 2 The 

E arl of Su therland was one of the few nobles present at the marriage of the 

queen to Bothwell. It took place within the " auld chappell" i11 t he palace 

of Ilolyrood, on the l ::itl1 ~Iay 15G 7, alJout ten in the forenoon, A Jam, 

Lishop of Orkney, officiating "not wi th the mess, uot with preitcbing;" anJ 

the chronicler nuLls, "~\.t th is marriage thair wes nathir pl esonr 110r pas

tyllle vsit as vse wes wont to Le v:;it flUltcn princes '"es mariit.'' 3 

N ot much appears on reeorJ with re~pect to th is ea rl among !1is vassals 

anu tenants. H e was fri endly to the ~Iomos, and 1•ar ticu larly to the family 

of ~Ionro of ~Iilto n. Sir Hobert relates that when the l\Ionros Legan to builL! 

t he castle of ).I ilton, Itoss of Balnagowu enueavoureJ to stop th em, where

upon the Earl of Sutherland went in pcrt;on to uefcnd them against the 

J:cJSSCS, and when he returned, he left a company of men to protect th e 

bni!tlers un ti l the house was nearly completed. In connectiou with the 

?~Ivnros of .:-.J ilton he also narrates !10w one of that family, Amlrcw ~fonro of 

iii ilton, was the JU eans of the Jeath of one of the Earl of Sutherland's ser-

1 Tytler's History of Scotland, ,-ol. v. 
I' · ·IU-t; K<·itu's I!i~ tory, p. 3S l. 

2 State Paper~, Foreign, l :ifi3, p. 383. 
J !Jutrnal of O~.:c urr~nt<, p. Ill. 
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vant-~. Alexander Gunn, sou of the cLief of tltc cl:m Gunn. li e w:L; a <1. 11 , 

:,~lull~ Ju<lll, •• u~ lJ.-.•.1 incund tlte resentment of the Earl of :Jiunay, ].,,c,1 t, .,. 

l•ll one occa'-ion when his master au<l the l=arl of Huntly w..:rc r •a-.-~~.~· 

through the street of Aberdeen, he beiug iu the front rank before tlaelll , 1a: t 

the Earl of :JI nrray, and refnsiug to give way forced ::\I urray to leave tl11.: st r•·· :. 

\\ hich was then esteemed no small insult. During tlt e Earl of SutlJ~:rl.u" i'" 

exile ::\I urray caused .:-.Iomo ap}'rc:hend Guuu, and then had l,illl c:o.t>cut.d. 

According to Sir nobcrt this earl had also a great friendship fur the :\f.l•:

hnzies, and made the chief of the clan his bailie of the earldom of H u:o:•, 

receiving his bonLl of manr.::nt in 15-15.1 

Iu l1i.s time, too, the .!JOssession.s of the family were greatly exl··:n!t·•l. 

especially by the grants of the church lands in Sutherhwd anrl C' •• i~ill. •···'.:, 

wl1ich reference has already 1een made. One of these ac•pti~iti uu.> ''·'' 

Scmhst.· r anJ it.s castle, and in connection \vith this lwldiug tb• Lad !....! 

oce:l..3ion to issue an order 1y his oilicer to tlte tenants, husb;md Hlt.:ll, ~>::.1 

inhabitants thereof, that r.s they were "t11 irled" to hi!> mills, tb ou,;ll ,,,,: t" 

auy one of il1em in particular, it was his will that they slwuld carry ,\11 tL··:r 

corns to the mill of Fors.s, and pay the righteous multnn's to tbe fac~ or d 

\\.ill iam Sinclair, his feuar, ay and until they should be disch:uged thr~:uC.: 

During the earl's absence in Flanders his secoud wife, H elen or, Cuuu:· ~.~ 

of Errol, dieLl, and he married, as his third wife, ).Iarion Seton, the dJ·: ·! 

daugl1ter of George, fourth Lord Seton, and widow of John, fourth Lul l'f 

ilfen teith. They had not been long married when both lllCt '"ith n 

treacherous and tragic end, being poisoned at H elmsdale in Sutherhllll by 

i sobel Sinclai r, the wife of Gilbert Gordon of Garty, the carl's un c!l'. 

According to Sir Robert Gordon, this crime was the result of il UCt'l' 

1 Genealogy, pp. IH-14 6. 
2 Ori,;inal order, dated at Dnnrobin, 5th October 15Gl, in Sutherland CLarta.chcst. 
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con~piraey bet ween cc: rt ain mernbt>rs of the Caithness Lu nily, including the 

Earl of Caithn\'Ss and \\' illiam Sinclair of l>unLeath, tl1e brother of ! soLei 

Sinchir, to cut off the whole fatnily, including the Earl of Sutl~erland's ouly 

sou, Alexamler. H e was only l;I·ese:rYecl by being accident ally late in ret urn

ing from tLc hunting fielu. Corning in huniecl ly he was about to partake of 

the Yiands when his f,1ll1er, fee ling tl1at he haJ been poisoned, took the taLle

co,·er and threw it along the floor, nlll1 then SCitt his sou off to Dunrohin . 

I sobel Sinclair's own son, who also caUJe in hurrieLlly, calling for uriuk, was 

supplied by a sen·ant \lith some liquor thai hac! been }>O isoned, :lllU perishell 

with his 1nother's other two ,·ictims. The earl and his couutess, who was 

pregnant at the time, were carried to Dnmobiu, an<l dieLl th ere on ~3d June 

15G i. Th ey were buried in the cathedral church of Dvrnoch in the follow

ing month of Jul~·. On the day the carl died he was Leiug served heir at 

I n\'Cruess to hi::> grandfath er and grandmother.1 

Sir nobeit ascrib€s various motiYCS for the crime. The Earl of Caithness, 

be says, enYied and hated Earl J ohn · on account of his prosperity, whi le 

I so bel Sinclair hoped t hat if t!te deeLl sueceeLleJ, Ler own eldest son, J olt n 

Gordon (who was poisoned), would Lecome Earl of Sutherlauu, he Leing tlH~ 

n ext heir-male. \Yilliam Sinclair of DnuLcath, again, was actuated Ly 

cupidity. H e had married the earl's youngest sister, Deatri..x Gordon, aml 

was the earl's tenant in the lands of D ouurey in Caithuess , one of his recent 

acquisitions from the bi~hop of CaiLhness. "\Yhen obligecl to lea \'C Scotland 

on account of Corrichie, the earl intrusteLl the writs of these lands to Sinclair, 

and he, thinking to secure them altogether, t ook a. gift of the lands to his 

own use, and suppresse.J the earl's wri ts. Fearing the loss of the lands, anJ 

the earl's WTath On discovering what he had UOllC, he entered into the plot for 

the earl's death. The Earl of Caitlmess, Sir Tiouert proceeJs to s3y, made a 

I Vol. tii. of this work, pp. 139, 140, 150. 
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f,·i nt of punishing thOSl' who haJ been gnilly of the crime', he heiu~ jtHir·i.~r 

d l 'Jithm•,;s, and for the pnrpv:oe uf diYt fliug SUS}Jiciou frum l1i tu ~·J f ; ]. <l 

his ptt•tisbments fell upon the innocent frieads of the honse of ~uthr:d:u,d, 

while! the guilty were l t.ft alone. H o\reYer, tllC friends of Sutherbull ~lJ'l ' I<'· 

hcllllerl Isobel Sinclair, wlJO was tried and condemned, Lut JieJ, it is su p

posed o( poison, the very Jay she was to have been exeeuteJ. 

Sir n oLcrt sums up the character of this e:ul as follows :-He was ind nc.] 

with lllany good and excellent gifts, 1oth of minJ anJ body. H e was of a 

comely stature and proportion, of a fair and good countenance. H e was~' ' 

kind and courteous towards all men, so full of mildness and affabili ty, ;,nJ 

so well beloved of all good men that he was recommendeJ to vo,.tc nty 

Ly the name o( good Earl Jolm. 1 

Of the three mr.miages of this earl he had issue only by L:~. •ly Il t.:l··tm 

~tcw:ut, Countess of Errol, two sons and three llang!Jters.2 They wcrt·-

1. .Tvl:n, who uicti youn,;. 
0 Alex:m•ll'r, who sncce(ueu a,; elerenth Earl, anti of whor:t a mellluir f,,J:,•··"'· 
l. 1\Iar;;:u·ct, who died unmarrieu. 
'' Jaud, who marrieJ (1) Alexanuer June~ of that ilk, who tiic,J in l ."•7t~, ·'.''·. 

c~> Thomas GorJon, SOD of George, Earl of lluutly . . Sh·~ ,Ji,.J in Ja m; .• :y 

l.:i S-!, anti wa~ burieti in the calheJral church of El;;i n. 
3. Eleanor, who was contracted on 15th April 15i 9 to l! ubert l\funrn, yonn~rr 

of Foulis,3 Lut tiieJ the ni;;ht precetiing the day appointed fur her tuarria:.;l!. 
1 GenealorJ·, pp. l -16-1-!9. 2 Ibid. p. 11 3. 
3 Original contract in Sutherland Ch:uter-cht:st. 
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XIIL-ALEXAxnn:, ELE\'EXTII Ku:L or Surmr.L.\:\D. 

LADY D .\I!ilARA SIXCLAlR (CAJTilXESs ), HIS FU:ST COIJXT£:->;.; , 

LADY JAXE GOI:lJO::-< (RL"""XTLY), !ILS SECOXD Couxn::;s. 

15Gi-1594. 

rrHE tragic fate of .Earl John once more lef t the earldom of Sutherland in 

- the unh appy position of a wardship through the minority of its own e- r, 

a ;; Alexauder Gort1on, his second but sole survi\'ing sou, was only t!ft o:•_· u 

years of age at the time of hi s father's death. Alexanucr was l • t>~ll 1:1 

Harn::nvay Castle r..t midsummer 155 2, and apparently rccein:! cl !tis nalrt•' in 

mrmory of his uncle, Earl Joh11's brother, who shortly l•dore l1ad J.,., n 

killed at Elgin by a fall from his horsc.1 ]).uuaway may ba\·e l·c•· n in 

bdtcr comlition at that ti me than it was t en years later, whf'n l:a!: -! ·!J !. 

dl'scriloes it as ",·cry ruinous, sa\'e the halle, \'Cry fair :-.n,l br(!•'-"~ l 11 l.:·; 

early years, .Alexauuer was l•runght up in the family of l Jun\..ll of G ·.-.w..:•·· 

hill, and just before his father died be was placeJ iu the ca..-; tle "'f :--:1.1:. , 
for security, a ft er narrowly escaping the fate of his parents, as mtn~ i .. u,-.1 

iu the preYious memoir. 

The castle of Skibo was at this time kept by John Gray of SwonlLII, :>.1 

heritable constable thereof, and in passing it may be noticed that l ess tb .1n 

two years before the earl sent his son thither it was in a very ruinous condi

tion. n obert, bishop of Caithness, in a. letter renewing the grant of the 

keeping of the palace or castle of Skibo to J ohn Gray, ElizaLcth Jbrcl<l)', ltii 

spouse, the surviYor of them, and their heirs anfl ass ignees, acknowbl:.;es l1i" 

obligation to maintain the castle in repair, which now "is nocht only rcwyll ui:i 

in wallis, thek, rowis, clunis, wiudois, tymmerwerk an ll iru cwark, uut nh i!l 

I Gf'ncalogy, p. !33. 2 State Pa['ets, Foreign, J jt.i:.', p. :lJO. 
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--------- - --------------------
neir tlecait, faillit and lk:;titnte of 1•lcn isiug to the l1tlrt uf ws .. . . in our 

resorting and ll ewlin~ tbairin, awl grf'it hlll t uf th(! west p:-1.i 1t uf Sutherland 

in trul1ilis tymr, Lend a11e barbonre aut! sow;1gc ro\l"lne, circu11dat and 

enwenonit with clanBis anJ Lrcokin me11 , au~l l·t:cau<;e," Lc alhls, " \Ve may 

nocht help to bige, forti fic nor rc1•a ir the s:m1cn soLlanlie thruch grcit cxac

tiones yeirlie payit and appciring to !Je 1•ay it, \\")" llflcrous far by the usc aiHl 

custome usit in our prcclicessouris dayi$; yit that snmthing may he do11e 

yeirl ie in the amcwbment au\1 llel j•:ng nf ourc said furtilice .... and for 

11plwlding of the Eamen in all tymcs CUliJing, to tl1c pul•lict wcill of thi.:; 

real me, in d:J.nting of lym mcris, S\Yirtie of p:-1ssi ugcris a11d ressaviug of W f3 ," he 

grants to the constaLle crrtain additional lanlls, the rents of which are to ue 

applieJ to the reparation of the cas tle. Jt could not, l10wcver, enn then, 

have been entirely nninhaLitaulc, forth ~ Li:,hop dates this letter from it,l 

The •vard anJ marria6e duties of the young Earl of Sutherl and were 

gifted by Queen ::.'.Iary to l1is sister, Lady )!ar~:net Gordon, who was then in 

the qneen's service, but the care of Lady , IargareL herself ... .-as giYen to or 

assumed by John Stew:ut, }:arl of .Athole, aud the wanlship and mani<lge 

of Earl Al exander also fell into Lis hanLls. H e was reckonell a f1 ieml to th e 

house of Sutherland, but he v;as prevail ed upon to sell the \\·anlsh ip of the 

young earl to George, Earl of Caithness, who had recently Lcen extending his 

power in the north, and who probauly thought he might still furth er aggran

dise himself at tl1c exr.ensc of his neighbours, as he seems to have been an 

unscrupulous man. Before the late earl's death he had obtained a. commis

sion of justiciary oYer all the Sutherland country, as well as l1is own, fro111 

Portnaculter (Doruoch Firtl1) to . Pentl:J.nd Firth, and from the east sea to the 

west sea, and in 1569 he is call ed the king's lieutcuanl.2 

1 R 0giotrum ~[agui :-: i;;i lli, vol. v. K o. 361. 
2 n e;;istcr of the l'ri,·y Conncil, vol. i. l'l'· -t 5a, 6.ii. 





A.LLJ:CL'D BL'RXJ.YC OF SCl'llL'l~Lt.rD Wl.'l7'S. 1:1:1 

---- -------- ------ ---
Caithness at ouce took possession of the person of E:n l Alexander, wl ror 11 

I. •! fvnnJ at the castle of Skibo, a!Hl the ca~lle it :sel f was renJ ..: rc: .J l•y tl w 

( ·., rr ~ t al_.l c to lriw on the onl·~ r of RolJcrt, bishop of Caitlruess. He ('1JIIn· y. ~ ,J 

the young earl to Iris owu house in Caithness, aml soon aftcr\\"ar.J:; uratlt• 

birn marry !tis daughter, Lat..ly J:arLara Sinclai r, "anc \" Ufi tt matth indei•l," 

exdaims Sir l ~obe rt Gortlon, " a youth of fyf tene mareiLl to a wmna u (•f 

thret tie-tuo ycirs ; Lnt,' ' he arlcls, "a match fit t enough to co,·er l1cr iuc(lllti

uenec and i ,·il lyff which s!JOe leL1 with Y. ~Jacky, for the which shoe was 

afterwards di,·orced from Earle Alexanuer." 1 

After staying for some tiwe in Caith ness, whi ther he compellcLl the Sutht.. r

I.nul tenants to resort fur settlement of their pleas and other affairs, the l~n l 

o[ Caithness remov~: d to Dm,roLin, aud took up his resiLience tlrcrc with hi;; 

wlwlc f.nuily. And here, Sir Robert Gordon states, he searclwd out n11• l 

hnrnet..l :tll the " infd tments and evidents pertaining tn tlre_housc of Sutht: r

LuHl wlrich l1e could find within the country." But the lat e earl, Ire nd.J.; , 

lrad in a great measure taken steps against such a calmnity, l1 aYinr.: plart"d 

lri .; }•rincir•al chart ers iu the kce1•ing of his friend the Lainl of Carnt>;;ie, 

from whose successor Sir l~obert himself :tft erwarll s rect: i\·ell them. 

Meanwhile the Suthe rlaml conutry was in a deplorable state of nnarchy. 

Tlre late earl's death having remo\'ed restraint, the :\hckays, with tire eon

ni rance of the Earl of Caithness, pursued an old fend \ri th the :\Iu rrays, who 

dwelt in and around Dornoch and in the barony of Skibo. Haviu~ procured 

the ait..l of the laird of Duffu s, they invaded Strath tl ~el , and attacked allll bu rn et} 

the town of Dornoch. .A noth er feud arose between the ~ [ u rrays and tire 

~l· l'h a il s , a sept of the :Jiackays, which was also attended with con;; id t.> raLi e 

Lloot..l shed ; and the Earl of Caithness wielded his justiciary powe rs with 

great rigour anJ iuju;:;tiee against the f:l.\'ourers of the l10usc of ~ut herlaud . 

1 Genealogy, l'P· 140·13 1. 
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Sir n uuert relates that tbis carl , pereei\·ing that tlwre was lit tle likel ihood of 

any issue of the m:uriagc of J~arl Alexamler and his daughter, re3olved 

upo11 the execution of auotlter sc]Jenw fur ret:lining Sutherland in Lis own 

family by making away with Earl ~\.l exa!lfl e r, aml marrying ltis elLlcst sister, 

Lady iiiargaret Gonion, whom also he k1d now got in his hanus, to his own 

second son, 'Yill imn Sinclair, who, in the event of A lcxanuer's death, migltt 

becowc ]~a rl of :.:utlwrbnLl. F or tbe bett er cffccti11g !t is design and di\'erting 

suspicion frolll hi mself, he made a j ou rney to EJinlll!rgh, but left suitable 

instructions bel1ind him. J I is I• lot, howcYcr, bec:uue known to the carl's 

fri ends, and tl. ey resohetl to resc ue hii11 out of the han tls of the :Earl 

of Caitlwcss. As soon as l te had de]'urte<l tLey lai1l their plans, and one 

night in the darkne:;s, an ambuscatle \ms set at Gol spie Durn, not far from 

J >unrobin Castle. Alexander Gonl ou of Sid em, tlisguised as a petllar 

obtained access to t1te castle, and ac<!uain teLl the young earl wi th their 

design, anJ he, in taking his morning walk, attenrletl as usual by the 

domestics of the Earl of Caithness, leu them into tl1e ambush, nlld was 

himself seized. H is Ca)>tors conve-yed !Jim sout]l\l'anls with all speed, and 

crossing the D ornoch .Firth with great ri :;k owing to a S~Idtlen storm which 

arose, they placed him in the charge of the Earl of Huntly at Strathbogic. 

The Caithness men pursne•l a<> far as I'ortnaculter, but were there com

pelled to rctnrn. This took place in 15G(). A numlJer of the fri ends of 

Sutherland were now, in C•)ni=eqn ence of the earl's escape, olJliged to lea\·e 

the country for :o.. time, but were provided for in Huntly's di~trict. 
The Earl of H untly was at this time acti,·ely engaged for Quee n 

::Hary against the regency of the E arl of )1m-ray, having been appointed 

Iter lieutenant-general in tl1e north . Dnt the Earl of Sutherland does not 

appear to have taken any decidetl or acth·e part on either side in the 

national struggle, though, according to K eith, he was present with Huntly 
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at Hamilton, wh en, after Queen ~Iary's csc~pe from LocltleYcn C'fl.s tle, l1 cr 

"'' l'i ''':· ~ c:·s ' - ~ '"'l V "r1 t ~ !r•' f•) '' ho>r defenc\'. He si.~nc •J the 1om1 for that 

pte·poo~ entered i1:to hy nin e earls, nine hi::-hops, an•l eigh teen lonls, with 

oth\'rs,1 but ·ucither l1e nor Huntly were r•rcsent at the h ~tt.tl e of Ln.ngsitle. 

Prob~bly u ot anticipating tl1e }•rompt action taken by tliC I~ egcnt ~r urray, 

tl1ey had gone home to bring n. stronger force, bnt if so, ere they conlJ 

return, l\Iary's cause was lo.ot. .After the assass inatiun of the n cgcnt in 

l5 'jQ, the C :1~·J's sign:1ture arpenrs in a letter sent by the }orllS of the quccn's 

party to Queen Eli?.alleth,2 bu t he is not nanwJ. as b~ing concerned in 

any of the active efl'o rts of n uutly to restore Queen ilfary's government. 

::lfatthew, Earl of Lennox, v;as appoi:1teJ regent in succession to )Inrray, bat 

~as killell on 4th Septcmbei.· 15 71, in a cont1ict with Huntly at Stirling. 

fiuth"rlanrl seems to h;we bea n present in Stirling at the time with the 

re({ent, his nnelE.' , for on the follo" ing Lhy he took part in the election of 

J ohn, Earl of ::\Iar, as his successor, and at the same time signed the 

warning nJLlresse•l by tho parliament to those of the qucen's party who held 

Edinburgh and it s castle.3 

While residing in Strathbogie, the earl and his vassals assisted the 

Cordons in a clan struggle, which, r.ccording to Sir Hobert GorLlon, had been 

provoked by the conduct of J ohn, ::\laster of forbes, to\\·ards his wife, J.ady 

l\Iargaret Gordon, who was a. sister of the Earl of Huutly. It cuhninatcd 

in the battle of Cr<1.bstaue, fought in 1 :i i2, when the Gordons were 

victorious. Similar disastrous fends were theu raging in l;.is own country, 

but in these the earl could not presently interfere. He coulJ. not venture 

north from his slH: lter in Strathbogie, but his visits south were not restricted, 

as he was present at meetings of the pri \")' count:il held by the Regent 11ar 

1 Keith's History, p. 476. 
1 C:\lderwootl's H istory, vol. ii. p. 530. 

3 Acts of t he rarliawcnta of Scotlantl, 
vol. iii. pp. 65, iO. 
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at Leith in :\fay anJ ,Tunc 1 5i~ ;1 nnJ he colltinuecl to make Stralhbogie 

his home until the expiry of hi.s minority in 15i3. 

In thnt year the earl, having reached his l!Jajority, look steps to oulain 

legal possession of his estates. The sen·ing hiiU heir to his father, however, 

was atte11ded with mu ch trouL!e. The county of InYemess was in such 

a condition of feud that within even its ext ensive limits, a sufficient 

number of barons and gentlemen could not uc convened without risk of 

bloodshed. Such was the re1'rc::;cutation roacle by th ·~ carl to the privy 

conncil. H e instanced Culiu ~Iackenzie of Kintail, H ug!t, Lord Fraser of 

Lont, Lachlan Macki11tosh of Duuachton, anJ I:oLert ~Iunro of Fowlis, 

with others, as pnrsuing each other '\Yith tlcatlly !tate, autl acconlingly he 

solicited the appointment of a special court to be lte1tl at ,\ bcrdeen for the 

purpose of his service, wi th liLerty to sckct his jury of inquest from Inverness 

and the four shires adjoining. George, Earl of Huntly, as sheriff I:Jri ncipal 

of Jnverness and } .. L(;rdcen, cons~ntiug , the ki::1g granted commission to Jolm 

Le!:lie of Balqultain, Gil bert :1Icnzies, apparent of I'itfoddels, ~Ir. Rouert 

Lumsden of Clava, l\ttrick ~I enzics, and Patrick Rutherford, burgesses of 

Aberdeen, to act as sheriffs for se rYing the earl, and on Sth July 15 i 3 the 

. service was duly expede at Aberdeen. According to the retour the lamls 

had been in non-entry for si x: years, except a few days, and were of the value 

of 500 merks in time of peace, and now 1000 merks.2 

The Earl of Sutherland fort hwith ch:uged the Earb of Athole anJ 

Caithpess to remove from his lauds, and thereupon returned to Dunrobin 

wi th snch of his followers as had been expelled · for the time. The 

messenger-at-arms, called ·william Taylor, on entering th_e t erritory of 

Caithness, was killed, Sir Tiobert says, by direction of the earl, who 

1 Regist er of the Pri,·y Council, vol. ii. pp. 135, 149. 
~Yo!. iii. of this work, pp. 141-l.:iO. 
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;q •( •o intcLl the munlerer toLe keeper of hi s elu e~ t son, tl1e .Jia~tl:r of Caitl 1 -

l h:-~ . who was thcu imprisoned in irm1s in his f~ tb er's cac;tle of Cirni;.;o. ] 11 

tL e 1.revious year E:nl Alexantl.:r k l'J J;, i:;;cd a prucess of lli\'orce a~:tiu·.L Jo~; 

,, ifL·, n arbam Sincbir, who bad been livi ng opeuly with .JI::tt:kay, aud ];,. 

(Jutain.ed decree against her. She died, either whi le the c ~tuse was in p rocirl' ~.; 

ur shortly afterwards, and the carl, on 13th DecernLer 1573, manied La•l:• 

,lane Gordou, the di1·orced wife of Botl t\\"ell. She was the d;Htghtc r uf 

l: L'orge, fourth Earl of H untly, anJ tlte marriage took pbce at Strat!i

bugie.1 

\ \"hen sett led iu hi.3 tlolllains, the fit·,;t c~rc of the earl was to H::>lur•: 

onler among his t enants and vassals. He "pacified tlte C>Jlllltr•:y L•f 

:-;outherl auci," says Sir llobert, " and the clannes thernf, \\·i th such a.hllir:.J,! · 

antl hap)Jie dexteritie that there wes not one J rop vf bl(>oJ sheol ; ''hi, h J. .• 

so wyslic pu -fonnrtl, aud 1ritlt so g1 cat for.- ight, that l1e procu red t ln~ 1 .. ·.,. ' f 

all !t i:> couutreym cn, eavcn of Slll:h as bad bee n furmerl ie rn n.'Ot L·a:-:• r a . ..:.ull ! 

bi :n. H~ coutinne·J st ill so fnYorable and loveing towarLl th•·rn, th.t: w:..,:··)
c\'L' r wes at tempted against !t im afterward, they wer J'(adie to l •re w t:~ it . :J.t> I 

to spend their wealth auJ blood in his defence." 2 Ouc th in;!. J.,,.,,.,.v<:r . 

operated greatly against the carl in this good work, viz., tl te ]'" 'Sl'·''i"'' vf 

rights of justiciary over h is conut ry by the Earl of Cnilhue.:,s. Dut tltl:'~ r i:.:!.h 

Earl Alexander at once took steps to reduce by an action before t ile lurLl> l·f 

session. This was only accomplished by a tedious process, in wh ich J ,~c r.:,· t 

was not given unti l 5th ::\lay 1532, but it was in the earl's favour, auJ ,·.-a;; 

rat ified in parliament on ~ 2d August 1584, notwithstanding a protes t 1y 

Caithness, to which Earl Al~xander replied by a coun ter protest.3 

During the regency of the Earl of ::\lorton, :Earl Alexander took but lit tl· ~ 

VOL. I. 

1 G enealogy, p. I GS. ~ I bid. p. I i O. 
3 Act~ of the Parliaments of Scotland, vol. i i i. pp. 357-36v. 
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part in state afl:1irs, tliough as a privy conm:illur he attt>lllleJ Se\·erallllecti ugs 

at llolyrootl uetween D eceinue r l57G allll ~\.pril 157 8.1 But after tl1e arrival 

of Lis cousin, Esme Stewart, Lon! d' .\nbiguy, afterwanls fint lJuke of 

Lennox, at the Scottish cou rt, the G01·t!ous became more welcome there, allll 

the e:u l was wi th his kinsman ucarly all the ti111e he rcmnineu in Scotlaml. 

H e was one of the as~ize which, in 158 1, convictetl the l:cge ut :Jfolton of 

treason, upon v•hieh tlw.t earl was executed; and in tlte same year he i::1 

meutioneu as }•resent at the meet ing of parliament in E Llinuurgh in October 

and K o,·ember, at one se~s i on of \rhieh lte was appointeu to put in force the 

fi shery acts r especting cruivcs and wei rs on the rin.:rs and wat ers of ltis 

own country, an<l in conjunction with l!oss of Halnagowan, and :Jfonro of 

Fowlis, on the water of" Killo:::ochal," or the Kyles of OykcJ.2 The I:.u tli\·en 

raid obliged Lennox to retu ru to l<'ranee in the end of 15 82, and he died 

there a few montl1s later; but after the kiug's escape from the raiders, the 

Earl of Sutherland was appointed royal lieutenant anu justice-uepute within 

the bounds of Sutherland and Strathnavcr.3 

He does not appear to have associatcu with Huntly in the plot of the 

Spanish blanks in 1592, nor with the various attempts of that earl to get the 

king and country into his power, though, acconling to Sir Jlobert Goruon, he 

assisted. him against A thole in 15 SG, their purposes, howeYCr, being interfered 

with by the king. During tl1is perio•l he was chargeu Ly tlte general assemLly 

uefore the king with being an entertainer of popish. emissaries, notauly 

1fr. James Gordon, uncle to the }:ad of Huntly, and at their instance was 

charged to ueliYer h im up on pai n of rebellion. About the same time he was 

obliged to find caution to the extent of 20,000 merks that lte would keep goou 

1 Register of the PriYy Council, vol. ii. pp. 573, 606, 653, GG~, 6i:l, 67 1i, GSO. 
2 Acts of the Parliament• of Scotland, vol. iii. pp. l !J5, l!J6, :?li, 30-l. 
8 Genealogy, I'· 177. 
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1 ul e 1111J make his ml'n ame!Jaulc to justice, but this WllS a llleasurc wl.i~h 

\\u~ aJ•J•lieu to all the H ighbnd lauded men at this time.1 

\Yi thi n lt is own cotu:try, for a great part of his tim!.', the carl khl tn 

lllain!ain his own authority and position by force of arms against !tis ul!i(:!lt

\.onrs, especially against George, Earl of Caithness, with whom scver.d 

~an,;uiu::uy engagements took place. These, howe,·er, were not Lloou-fcu•ls 

.so much as the results of oisagreements about laud, property :'. Ill] juri;;Jic

t i'J il. To a;:;certaiu, so far as possible, the causes at work in prodnci11g thl'·c 

di;:,turbances, it will be expedient to look in this couuection at tlte earl's la!Hl 

tran3actious and acquisitions . 

.As has been noticed in the preceding memoir of his father, the carl, 

wltile the fortunes of the house were unoer tlJe cloud of forfeiture, aJH.l the 

title had. been coitferred upon another, recei Yeu from Qucc 11 ~fary a grant of 

th e bn•b in the barony of .-\boyne, Aberdeenshire, \vhich his fath('r had }>fl5· 

E-t"'eu.2 Iu aJtlitivn to this the queen gifted to him tl1c reYersion of ccr

t:t in l:lnus \vh ich !tau been wadset by his fatlt er,3 and his uncle, l~olw1:, 

l·i~ltop uf Ca i t hn c~~. into wl10se hand s, as superior, the feu lamls uf Cai t httl·~.~ 

li:HI falle n, regrautcu them to him.4 The bishop's charter was July cou 

fi rmed llll!l er the great seal uy ?~Iary and Darnley, who nrqnittcd the SQII r,f 

nny participation in the crime for which his father at t!te tillle sufr~l"l'll 

exi le. These rights, howe,·cr, expired wl ten the forfeiture was rescinded in 

l [•G i, but th ry are interesting as sho':'·ing the regard. bnll to the family of 

Sutberland dnriug the ouly, and happily very brief, p~ri od in wbich it cn· r 

fdl under the di sfavour of the Scottish Cro11·t J. 
1 R~;;is ter of th e Privy Council, voL iv. 

PP· ~-!G, 484, 803 ; CaldPrwood, vol. iv. 
p. 6:!-:!; Thorpe's Calendar, p. f>75. 

1 \\, 1. iii. of th is w ork , pp. 1-:!9- 13 1. 6th 
:'-fa.q:h 1563· 4 In st rum ent of sa<ine t hereon, 
II t h :- ray 15tH, in S ttherland C:hartc r -che. t. 

3 Gift onder the privy seal, dated 6th )larch 
1f.G:q. Ibid. 

~ Charter, dated 15 th April 1564, c.m. 

fil'med on 4th October 1365. Regi,t rum 

)!agni S gilli, vol. iv. ~o. 1669. 
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After his father's deat ll, and during the earl's minority, uegotintioJIS 

were enten:d into betwceu George, Earl of Huntly, aml Y. }[ackay of 

Farr, relat iYe to the htit>r's ently to his patemal estates. The ::'llackay 

country of Strathnawr and Farr bad beeu gifted to Huntly Ly Queen 

Mary in 15G7, after the deat h of Dona ILl ::Hackay, on the ground that 

t!Iey had fallen into the h:mds of the Crown by his death without 

legitimate issue.1 But II untly, in l3G 9, agreeLl with Donald's son, at 

Elgi n, to restore to him the l::tnds of Stmthnan:r, f;O far as these were 

uot tl1e property of the Earl of Sutherland, for payment of four thousand 

werks ; and in the finn l contract. bet ween tl1em in the following year the 

Earl of Sutherland was one of the parties, and signed the deed. As tlte 

contract shows, he haJ a ;-cry direct iuterest in the transaction. Some 

of the land:; which were being granteJ to ::\fackay were among those feued 

to the earl's father by Tiobert, bisl10p of Caithness, including Skaill, Tiegeuolr, 

:Sandwat, Dlenliall [Isle of lion], AlstlieLnbrg, and .Alsthelarmoir, and 

to decide the question it 'r as submitteLl to the decision of J ohn, Earl of 

Athole, Sir J ohn Bellenden of Auchnoule, justice clerk, )Ir. n o bert Crichton 

of Elliok, lorLl advocate, Sir J allles Balfour of l'i ttcndriech, presiJent of tbe 

court of se~sior:, George Gunlon of G kht, and ~\l e.xande r Gordon of A uer

gelJie, for the Earl of Sutherlaml, anLl Will iam, Lord }'orbes, J ohn Grant of 

Freuchie, ::'IIr. Duncan Forbes of }Ionymusk, J oh n Calder of .Asloine, )h. 

Tiobert Lu m~den of Clova, and }Ir. Alexander Skene, advocate, for Y. )lac

kay, with the Earl of Huntly as oversman. Bes iLles that tl1ere were tbe 

hnds of Kiunauld, Golspitour, Kill colmkill, and Edderaehillis, of \vhich 

the Earl of Sutherland clairued the superiori ty, aud as he furth er charged 

)f.lckay with having occn1•ieJ his lauds of Stratldlcet and Braechat duriug l1 is 

1 Xnte of charter in Sutherland Charter-chest, Cf. Register of the Pri''Y Coun cil, 
,-n'. t. I'· tl;O. 
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110!mg.:, it was made a stipulation of the agreement that he should cease fro1 n 

i11terfeiing with these lands. 1 

Two days b.tcr the earl granted the ch.uter agreed upon to :\faekny .~ L11t 

it was placed in the k ee ping of \\"illiam, Lord Forbes, and sas ine was not to 

l·e taken until complete payment of the st ipulated a moun t had been Iuatle. 

This was accomplished by :? Oth Avril 15 71,3 as on that day :\lackay took 

sasine. On th e day the charte r was granted :\fackay gave his bond c.f 

lllanrent to II untly at Aberdeen , to which tit~ Earl of Sutherla llll adh iLitcd 

l1is name as a witness.~ :\Iackay died in the following y ear; anu in 157ti, 

after E arl Alexander was fully esb.bli5Led in his own estates, the J~arl vi 

Huntly conferreu u pon him the gift of the ward and non-entry of S t r.llh

navrr and the Mack ay lands from the date of Y. )fackny's dca th. 5 'rli i» 

gift proved of little ~tmil to the E :ul of Sutherlaml at tl w tim e, l•ut it w .1s 

afterward,; tbe m eans of str.:: ngtLening his hold upon Strathna \ er. 

In 1 :i7G the earl was serYed h eir to hi s uncle, Alexander C urdo n, i11 

t11 e hnds of Kintessack, and tl1rough his countess, applied to L:tdy .\gnl"s 

l~ ei th, Connlcss of :\Ioray , and now also Countess of Argyll , to sign :111 d ~"al, 

with her pre;;ent husba nd for his interest, a vrecevt of chm : constat in b is 

fa\·our th0rein, 'rhicb he sent for that purpose.6 They must readi ly k n·c 

a~reed to the r equest of Lady Sutherland, as Sir R obert Gonion states tLat 

the carl gifted these land;;, which were situatecl. in the earldo m of ::\foray, to 

the Hegent )lorton, t o purchase his friend ~hip and faYotu in his law-suit 

with the Earl of Caithness, fur reduction of the latter's powers of justid:l ry 

1 Copy contract, dated 2:Jth July 1570, in 
Sutherbud Ch:.rter-d1es t. 

1 Original in :'utherbnd Charter - ~hest, 
::!~th July 1570. 

3 l n•trument o f sa , in~ in :'u therland CLJr
ter-cllt!>t. 

~ :\IiscE>llany of the Spalding Club, vol. i'·· 
pp. 2::!S, 220. 

; 15th .April 1576, in Sutherlan<l Ch:mer
cL~st; Genealogy, p. I 64. 

6 \" ul. ii. of t his wor!< , p. 112. 
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over Sutherlaud. ~l orton, accorJiug to Sir Hobert, took the lands, but yet 

gave his support to the Earl of Caithness, t hough, lwppily in the end, the 

decision was in favour of Erul .Alex::unlcr. 1 Bcfure the expiry of this year 

also, E::nl .Alexander tuok sas ine in the feu-l::md::; grunted to his father in 

1558, receiving a precept of clare constat from his uncle, Hobctt, bishop of 

Caithness, the original gmntc r, for tbat cffcct.2 

During the tninority of ::\Iackay's son and heir, Huchcon or Hugh, his 

guardians, wl!O ·were bi:> half-brother, Jolm neg .::\lackay, and his cousin, John 

Moir ?IIackay, adlaerecl to the earl, probably in consequence of his becoming 

superior of Stratlmawr. But the Earl of Caithness won over Hucheon 

l.Iackay for a time, giving him in marriage his own sister, Lady Elizabeth 

Sinclair, widow of ~\.l exander Sutherland of Duffus, and throngh him raised 

strife in the country bctweeu the ::\I::Icbys aml the clan Gunu, which led to an 

invasion of Stratllilaver and the battle of Creagh-urumi-doun, in which the 

earl was involved. This set on foot a series of reprisals among ti re vmious 

cl aus int erested, and for a time the ::\fackays maintained an atti tude of hos

tility t owards their feudal lord, taking part with Caitlmess and others against 

him. But, as the se•1uel shows, the carl after~·ards brought Mackay back to 

his allegiance. 

Just about thi s time also, through some" contentious worus" which passed 

in the kiug's presence in counci l between George Gordon of Gicht and 

Alexander Forbes, yonnger of Tullic, the two familie.s of Gordon and Forbes 

were roused to renew a deaLlly feud against each other which had just been 

apparently settled; and, with others, both persons j ust named were slain. In 

orLler to pacify the country and end this feud, the conncil required the Earl of 

Sutherland, as a chief among the Gordons, and other heads of houses on both 

1 Genealogy, p. 172. 
2 Precept, dated 15th, and instrum~ nt of 

ea~ine, dated Z~th and ~!at January 1576 ·7, 
in Sutherland Charter-chest. 
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::;i.!d, _to suLsc ribe assmances for h·eping the peace for six months to CCI!llt', 

11111 l~r tlte pain of rebellion. 'l'Le earl, as formerly noticed, hatl in h i-> 

minority taken p~ut in the feud agafnst the Forbeses, especially in the l·~tttl o• 

of Crabstane fougl1t in 15i:2.1 

H aving now a son, and having learned by his own experience tl H~ evili 

of ward:ship during the minority of an heir, th e carl judged it prud ~:n t ttt 

place his son in possession of the fee of all his earldom, while he himstl f 

rdained the li ferent; and as he died uefore his son attained majority, lti3 

foresight prouaLly saved his son much inconvenience. Sir Bobert GorJon 

states that the cr:.rl took thi:: skp in 15 7i when his eldest son \vas l•ut one 

year old, and f urther t lta t in resi~ning hi:; estates, E arl Alexand er m:ttle an 

euta il thereof to the heirs-male of his own body, whom failing, to J esce n·l 

to the house of Huntly, "and this he did least the earlJome of Soutlu:rl.1nJ 

~lwuld by a daugh ter fall frolll the surname of GorLl oun to some othl·r 

family." 2 But the carl's resignation was not made until 18th :J farch 1 J~ll·l,3 

allll the charter by K ing James the Sixth thereou was granted on the :!3d of 

the same month,' though sasine was not taken till 11 th ,June 1 ;~~3.5 1-'or tL ll 

!itatement that the earldom and estates were entailed l1y }:arl },Jexa!l•lc r to 

the house of H uutly there seems no founJation, as not even a !tint of sueh a 

thing appears in any of the deeds of that earl during his whole life. Sir 

I:ober t has prouably confuseJ this entail with that made by his own l1rot h~r. 

M oreover, when he resigned the earldom to Lis son, the earl made 

resignation also in t he hands of his u~cle, Hobert, bishop of Caithuess, 

of the feu-lands of Caithness for a re-gran t of these to himself, and the lawful 

heirs-male of h is body, whom failing, to t l1e eldest heir-female of his body, 

1 January 1579-80. Register of the Privy 
Council, voL iii p. ~6 1; cf. Genealogy, pp. 164, 
I H. 

t Genealogy, p p. 17:::!, ~3 :::!. 

3 \ ·ol. iii. of this work , pp. ·153, 154. 
' Registrum ) fagn i Sigilli, \"ol. , •. ~ o. 1 5 ~. 
6 Original instrument of sasine in Sutloer· 

laud Cha rter -chest. 
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wi thout division, whou1 failing, to llis own lteirs and assignees whomsoever; 

anll lw had a cktrter of tlte lauds frorn the Li::;hop the same day lJC resigned 

them, Hb February 1580-l, on wh ich he was infeft on !:!8th September 

fullowing, and \vh ich was confirmeJ to him hy King J ames the Sixtl1 on 

23d Xovember 1531.1 lie received also fru1n the uishop,in February 1580-1, 

a new lease of the teinJs of certain of l1is lands iu tlJC parisl1es of I,oth and 

Unlmalie or Golspie, for the li fetime;; of him,:;elf and lJi s countess and John, 

io.Iaster of SutherlanJ, aml uineteen years there:1.fter, for which the duty 

l.Jaya1le was £ 80 Scots, but in addit ion the earl oul igcd ltimself t o pay to 

the bishop, during his lifetime, SSO merks, making in all 1000 merks yearly. 

One condit ion in the lease was that every three years the earl should find two 

Ediulmrgh burgesses as snret.ies for payment of tl tis duty, and that the deed 

shoultl remain in tl1cir hands for the greater security of payment. This 

additioual paymen t is said to be lllade for good deeds, and pleasures done to 

t hem by the bishop, and later r efereuces in the lease connect these with the 

feu-lands of Caithness.2 The bishop is in this lease styled E arl of ).larch, and 

commendator of the priory of St. Andrews, as well as bishop of Caithness, and 

the earl's negot iations with him took place at St. .Andrews, where he resided 

until his death in 1586. H e succeedeu to the earldom of Lennox after 

the death of his nephew, Earl Charles, and haLl a charter of the earldom 

from King James the Sixth on 16th June 1578, in which be was created 

Earl of Lennox.3 But when Esme Stewart, Lord d'.Aubigny, his nephew, 

came to Scotland from France, King James persuaded the now aged church

man and noble to give up Lennox, and accept of the earldom of :Jiarch in 

1 Instrument of resignation, feu-charter, 
and s:Bine in Sutherland Charter-chest. Con
firmation, Registrum ~bgni Sigilli, voL v. 

2 Copy lease contained in summons of 

transference of cautionera at the instance of 
Ludovick, Duke of Lennox, in 1587, also 
original lease in Sutherland Charter chest. 

3 Registrum ~bgni Sigilli, vol. iv. Xo. :?7SJ. 
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-------------------------
ih 1.J. 1r1•• 1 [e acconlingly receiYcd a chatter of the carl Jom of :\fardt ,,11 

:::.:] 1 t ldul!l· r 15:32, creat ing him an.l the lawfol ltcirs-malc of Lis 'L•u!y 

E 1rl" (If :\larch.1 nut as th e transfer of the earldom of Lennox to"k t·l:t~··· 

it: :\larch I Gifl-80, I:.oLert Stev;art, as tl1is lease shows, assumell the title uf 

Earl of :\larch long before lte recei,·ed the charter of creation, ami tlH.:re 

j~ C\'iJenee that he acteJ rtllQ YOted in parJi :-nncnt UU Ue r this title in 

~oYeJnuer 158 1.2 In 158 -l the Earl of Sutherland obtained :mother clt:ute r 

0f the same feu-la uds of Caithness, with exception of the lnnus of Cuhu:J.li•_•, 

Kirk ton, anu TI.ogartmoir.3 

The Earl of Hri.ntly, l1is brother-in-lnw, haYing dieu in l:iiG, the Ea:l t• f 

Sutherlanu was appointed one of the cmators of George, sixth Earl of H uurly, 

who w:1s then under age.4 From him, in ::\iay Eo 83, the Earl of Snt ho ·rla11·l 

rlX'ein~J a grant of the superiority of the l::wds awl l>:l!(lll)' of Fan, at:.J 

of the ~h ~;riff~hip of Sutherlan1l, for which he gn.Ye np the b!llb of .\1 "') t:•'. 

Thb exc:ltan;;e i:> not mentivne1l iu tltc charter of conlimt:ltion by the kin;: ,,f 

Jlt:!lt!y's gr:111t, but the Jce·l of excambion is notcu hy Sir J:oln:rL c; ,_,r•l•>tt in 

tllt' n]') 'rutlix to his ca~e iu 1 7GG. 5 Tlt is placed tlte c:~rl in the J•(l';itiott ,.f 

! .. _·in6 :\ fackay's superior, a conuit ion of affairs which was uot rclisltcJ loy tl~~· 

J:u l of Cai thness, who aftenYards endeavoured to induce Huntly to re\' i)ke 

bis gnn t.. Dut the Earl of Sutherland decl ined to giYe ll}J his nc•ptisitir,n, 

nntl notwithstanding the annoyance and tempor::try displea~ure of Hu ntly, h ·~ 

rc~igned the lands of Farr and Stratlmaver into the hands of the king for n 

1 l!egistrum ~Iagn i Sigilli, vol. v. Xo. 44S. 
1 A ct~ of the Parliament s of Scotland , 

\'vi. iii. p. !:!3i. 
3 Charter, dated 5th September, in Suther

b nd Charter-chest. 

' Hegister of the Privy Council, voL iii. 
p. 40 1. 

\'OL. I. 

5 Genealogy, p. ISO ; CasP,Appen<lix ,p. ~ 1 . 

Registrum :\Iagni S igilli , vol. v. Xo. ;J!'-11. 

Original iu5trumell t of resignativn Ly H untly, 
dated :!9th :\fay, proc nratory of resi,;natiou, 
i th ?>lay, crown ch:uter of rPsignatwn there""• 
dated 5th July, an<l ins trumen t of sn.<in~. 
dateJ 6th August 15S3, in Snthcrlan•l l'uar· 

ter-cheot. 
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ni-gnmt to his el,Je;;t sou, J ol1n, :.ta<ste r of SntherLmd, "ho thrrcu pon 

rcce iYc•l n crown charter of n·sic;·nnt ion fro111 King J nmcs th e Sixth.1 

" Thile h.; tim> cxkmletl his l'n ~ .-;ess i o n<; northwarJ, the earl, at the same 

time, succeeded in ac.-ptiring a suh~tanli n l interest in Ho~s- shire, across the 

1\.yl.'S of Oyhl, lly a1mexing a \' cry consiJcraulc· portion, if not the whole, of 

the estates of Gt:orgc I:.oss of lblnago\\·att. That lninl sre1us to ha\·e been on 

a Yi ~it to Dnnrol.in bct\\'ccn Odober allll Dceelllber l.'i 83, and dming that 

]Jeriod the negotiations took 1•lace. l~oth th P. cad and the laird hac! yOlmg 

families, and to cement more finnly tl1e fri cwl sh ip Letween the two houses 

they agrecLI that George I:.oss shoui<l marry his c:!J est so n and heir-apparent, 

DaviJ, to ::\I::try Gunl on , t.he earl's tlnngbtcr. }'ailing either of those nnmed 

by death, then the next !OOn allll heir of the l::t.irJ of Halnagowan was to marry 

a dangl1tcr of the earl so loug a:- any remained. If George I:.oss should have 

no heirs-male to succeeLI in l1is estates, then he asrrecd that John, :\laster of 

SutherlanJ, should marry his eldest daughter, J ean n os:>, or, as before, tl1 e carl's 

eltlc:;t son shoulLI marry the binl's ddest tlaughtcr, am! the laird should infeft 

them in his whole e~tate, reservillg tl10 l iferent and tb e conjunct fee bmls of 

his wife, l-Iarj ory Campl ,ell. Further, it was stii ·ubted that if the bird of 

I~alnagowan had heirs-male, ye t he should not contract any of his daugl!ters 

in marriage without the coaseut of the Earl of SuthcrlanJ, and that he should 

gi\·e his bond of rnanrent to the earl, and cause all his kin to do the same 

against all persons, excepting only the goYern1nent anJ the Earl of Argyll. 

In the eYent of Dadd I:.oss or the heir-male of the body of George Hoss not 

fulfilling the contract of marriage, n oss was to pay a penalty of 10,000 merks, 

and the penalty was of the sa111e amount for Lreac1J of his LonJ of manreut: 

I Procur~tory of resignation, d~ted ::!I ~t Sutherland Charte r-chest. Cf. R <'gistrum 
April, illl!trumeu t of resignation and crown ~lagni Sigilli, val. v. ~ u. 15-16. 
chart<:'r t her.,on, d~teJ :?Oth ~lay JjSS, in 
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but !;b011h\ he, in the event of haviug 110 heirs -male of his uody, fail to 111:-trry 

his l'hk~t Llaughtcr to the ~laster of SutlLerlawl, the ]•tmalty was £:!0, 01111 

;:;t:uls. On tin: earl's part, 4000 tncrks were to ue given wit!L his lbu::_.:],:,•r 

n-; t•Jchcr, payable after tLe marriage took place, and he was to grant to J:.,, , 

b is LunJ of uwintcnance aga inst all persons, saving only the governtnent 

and thl' Earl of H untly, auJ failure in either of these two points invvlved 

],im ina peualty of 4000 merks. 

I n aJJition to this, anll in view of the marriage, George I:oss of l ~nlm

guwan ouligell h imself presently to ill feft the earl's daughter, :.\ Iary Gt•r<lL •II, 

,,·ho wa;; only to marry D;n·ill n oss "at the perfyte aige and Lyme } 'n·snyu i~ 

to all miuoris Lc tLe law aud cousuetude of the realme to Le mnrcit," in Ltu c!-< 

y idLling a rental of 400 rnerks yearly, wi th au0tl wr daYach or hn•l i11 

anguwu tation tbercof. The lauds nall!ecl were Lyl hcstouu, :\l ylnt"un, Littl•: 

li.dla;:: , allll lJvwuie, in the ua rouy of \\'e.st ray and J •n ri ~h c>f Ed·ktt•.~uu; 

Langwel l, amt TulmntmTache, Stretltall, lla\\'auchtall, :Hill Cuk .• u:·~ i11 

;o-; :rat hoikd; anJ the ki rldauds of the auuacy ol' Fearn, and l hllliiUfcafll a~ tl.•. 

d. n·:wh laud in augmeutatiou, anJ these :\Iary GorJ•m was l() j ••Ji,~l·~o;. in tL.· 

l'\' l'll t of the marriage not taki n~ place, until the penalty of I 0,000 111erks w:.~ 

1•aid. 1 In these lamls she \Yas duly infe ft.~ anll she wa<; al~•) iufl'fL in tJ ,,. 

Ll nds of Easter Gany on a charter hy George I:oss grante1l at the s:une tiuw." 

:\ Ioreuver, on 1st DecemLer, the laird of l:al nagowan, fur no aJ•J •n rl.'nt 

allef!ua te reason, gmntetl a charte r selling tu the Earl of Su!hcrla nd Hi,]c ntly 

],is \Yi tule estate, iududing his l::mJs of Strathoikel , I uve rcaslay, with the 

1 ~I inn t<J of con trac t., rlatcd l ith Qd,loe r 
I ;,:o;3, :m<l con trac t of ruarri:.se, unJat~J. in 
::;uth~rlanol Charter-chest. 

2 I nstruuwnt of s:tsine, Jat~J ; th anJ Sth 
.holy Li S-! , wi th cha1 t ernf confirmation the1 eoof, 
nn 3, ] ~larch 1J S3--1, by Ja mes t h~ ::itxth,gh·-

ing date of charter by T!oss as l Oth :o\ uv~mlwr 

l .'iS:l, i'•i f. 
3 Cbarttr of Easter Ciany, dateJ I Oth, :tn•l 

instrument of sasine thereon, olat,·ol I Ilio 

Xo,cmbc r 13S:l, ibid. 
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fi shing thereof called Stralak, half of Cullanc and Cassi lbw, Glenca31ay, 

C:lcnmnkc, Crocane, Tut umtan :adt, 'ri th its fh hiugs, th e t wo Tnruochi:;, with 

the fi s l1illg.~ of Essekell, 1\. inlucbt:l l, Dru mloch; the lanfl;; of .Amat and 

I~angwe ll , wi th the fislli ngs of E in ig, 1Jall anacht:me, ancl llownie, \';ith thei r 

mill s aml forests; the Ja nus of ::i t rathcarron, Soyal, Knockiuarrow, Langwell, 

with its fi shings, Skewitiquhaill , a11d Greeny::m\s, wi th t heir fishi n~s, 

.t\ uchingullane, Lit tle and ::\Ieikle Dollcs , "\rdmoir, Dalleliche, ::\Iiltown of 

\\'estray, Little Dawane, EsseLolg, aud .Annat, wi th 1uill> aml forests, bnds of 

Balnagown, wi th the mains, for ta liccs, and kirkl ands, .Auclmagylc, Torrcnlea, 

aud Knockartie, l'et teeowie, Daclca ll , ::\fnltowie, Cowlnahea, a11 d Dalliulonc, 

with mill s aud forests, patronages, etc., all in the e:uhlow oi Uoss an(l county 

of Inverness. Of this extensive gra11t of lanJs the earl obtai ned a confirma

tion from the crown; 1 but bow bitterly auJ d c:~ rly Hoss rued th is remark

able transaction will appear from the prolouged lawsui ts which afterwards 

t ook IJlace oYer the w at ter, and the fa ct that he, disregarding h is bond 

of mament to Sutlterl anu, took arms with the Earl of Caithness in his 

sanguiuary fenJs with Sutherland. 

For a series of these were now abou t to break out which im·oiYcd the 

country in much bloodshed. The olJ E arl of Caithness d ied in 15 8~ . and " ·as 

succeerled by l1is grandson, George, fifth ca rl, \Yb o, while quite of a mind to 

maintain the trad itional feud with the family of Sutherland, had l1is ani

mosity increased by t he succe;;s of Earl ..-\lexarJdcr iu reJ 1:cing tLe usurped 

jnri.sdiction of Cai thness oYer SutherbuJ, ·which was done j ust Le fore til e 

fourth earl's J eath. \\'hen, in 158-i, the decision o( the lords of sess ion was 

ratified by the parliament, Caithness protest ed. :Mackay .was now at his. 

service, and between them it \\"as arranged to make an attack upon some of 

t he vassals of Sutherland in .Assyn t, \Yh ither accordingly, in 1585, ::\Iackay 

1 R~gistrum ~h~ni Si;;illi, voL v. Xo. i !lO, <latet.l 3d ~larch l i>S i-.3. 
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leo! ::t fnrce lJoih of Ids own a!lll Caitbnes::;' m en. On lcaming thi::; tliC L ar l 

<•f Sutherlawl o1gnnised two parties, one to proceed to the scene of ar t iuu in 

dl'ieucc of Lis vassals, alll1 the other to act. against Caithness. .:'llackay wa.;; 

t'blige<l to retire to his own couiltry, aud at the int ervention of lnlltnal 

fr iclllls, chiefly Hu ntly, whose sister Caithness was about to marry, host ilities 

between Sutherland and Caithness were aYerted, and they came togetL\'r at. 

Elgin to settle the t erms of amity. It was, h oweYCr, but for a short ti lllt: 

th:-~t the p ence bsted. One of the arti cles agreed upon w:-~s that st<·l •S 

should be t al;en by both for the r ernoYal of the clan Gunn, especially fro!JI 

Caithness, as they were r eputed to be the authors of much of the di~cur,l 

between the two counties. 

On his retu rn home, Caithness, who h ad prom ised t o deliYer np SHch of 

the eLm as were on his estates, declined to fulfil the agreclllcnt, a nd llllll t 1 y 

n:,.:ain interposeJ, when it was arranged tha.t both earls shoulJ siniul t.1 1l <:<l'J"! y 

senti nn armed force to tlriYe the clan Gunn out of both :::uthl'rlautl l,!.d 

t'ait hue>::;. Tit is rouseJ. the clan to t ake desperate mea us for t lwir d:..'feiJco·, 

!l lll} as the furces in pursuit were still rivals, the Gunns fir;:;t at tackt•,l tl.•! 

Caithness men at .Aldgo>vne, and beat them off with s~vcre lo.-;s , whi !..: t J,c 

Sutherla11Ll men managed never to sight the foe. According t o Sir }: .. be rt, 

however, they made up for this by dealing effectively 'vith the clan C utlll 

by themselves, and forcing them out of their territories t owarJ.s t he more 

mountainous west.l 

For a short time there was peace, but in the nature of .things it could not 

last, and in 1587 a pretext was found for breaking it in the somewl1at 

insolent conduct of George Gord on of 11Iarle, son of GillJert GorJun or 
Gnrty, and a Sutherland Yassa!, to~TarJs the Earl of Caithness. This was 

resen ted by a siege of 11Iarle by Caithness, "·hen, in attempting to cs o.: ap··, 

1 Genealogy, pp. 177 -IS I. 
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Gonlon was killed. The Earl of Sutlwrlal1l1 again assembled his men, and 

two considerable forces soou lay facing each other on opposite sitks of the 

ri\•er of Helmsdale. Deyoml some skinni~hing, howeYer, nothing Ycry serious 

was done on tl1is occa:;ion, as once wore by li untly's effor~s the two earls 

were brought together for fri endly arbitration at EJinburgh in 1;) 88. )lean

while mutnal assurances were exchanged, which were renewed from time tr> 

time until tl1e agreement was COUJ]Ji eted, but in the interval the Earl of 

Sutherland obtained a lcLter of special vrotection to himself and countess 

and household from King J ames the Sixth against his enemies. In that 

writ the king states that he has annexed the kirklands of Caithness to the 

Crown, and that consequently the feu-duties were now payable to him. 

He therefore grants this protection against all molestation of his kirkland:; 

in Caithness or elsewhere, and commanJs George, Earl of Huntly, sheriff 

of lnYerness, antl l1is J eputes, Sir l'atrick Gonlon of Auchindoun, Thomas 

Gordon of Cluny, James Dunbar of Cumnock, sheriff of Elgin and Forres, 

and his deputes, James Dunbar of Tarbat , DaYid Duubar of Durris, .Tolm 

Campbell of Caddell, Hu che011 n ose of Kilras~ck, Colin Mackenzie of 

Kintail, Tiorie 1Iackenzie of .Anlophailie, Simon, I ,orJ Lovat, Thomas 

Fraser of Kuokie, \Yi lliam Fraser of Strynr, [John] Grant of Freuchie, 

Lachlan U ackintosh of Dunae!Jton, Alexander Hoss of Baluagowan, George 

Hoss of Balnagowan, yonuger, Xicolas Tioss of l'itallane, Hobert .:'.Ionru 

of Foulis, and Hobert )lomo, fiar of Foulis, to rise in arms with tl1eir 

kin and friends and ass ist the Earl of Sutherland when required for the 

above purpose.1 H ow far this command \vas honoureLl by those referred to 

may be judged from the fact of a renewal of the protection two years and a 

half later, in which the lauguage is somewhat chaugeJ. Tl1e persons named 

are now charged to desist and cease from troubling the Earl of Sutherlau cl 
1 Original protection, dated 6th :\lay 1555, in Sutherbud CLarter-che~t. 
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nud his fri enus, anu of new commancleJ to give him their assistancr: wl 1,. 11 

r •. ,111 irt't1, bei ng assured of fu ll remission for all slaughter.:;, tnntihti cm.-, ur 

spoli:\tiuus committed on any verson iu the execution of this com1nis:; iou. ' 

Illllced it was just after the issue of the first protection that the fL·n· l 

between Sutherland ancl Caithuess reached its climax, aud iu\'olvcd the wh"J,. 

dis trict on one siJe or tllC other. Sir l~obe rt Gordon relates a snccess i•m uf 

rnids and reprisals which' now took place. Caithness refusing to ful fil th e 

COIHlitions of his agreement, the Ead of Sutherland sent a body of men iut<l 

l1is couHtry who spoi lerl the parishes of Latherou aJHl DuuLeath. Thl' ll 

haviug for t ified himself with a commission from the Crown against Ca i thnc·,~ 

for the slaught er of Gordon of ::\I arle, he ad\'anced in r"'r3on iuto Caitht~t · ~ -; 

with all his following, biJ siege to the cast le of Girni,:;o, a1Hl fnr t ll"t· h •' 

day<> beleagucreLl that fortress, while his troops ravageLl the Ctmn try far 11:c·l 

wi,Je. The lawn of \\.ick was bu rned, but the church was nnt touchc.J, ~a\··· 

that the tom b of the late Earl of Caitlmess was rilleJ of his hc:u t wl• idt L·l 

l•c..:u th' po.sit eJ there in a ca.sket o£ lead, tlte co ntents of which w ~:re u w 

&trcwn to the wi nd. At last the Earl of Caithn ess sent to desi re n ce--.\· 

t ion of host ilities, and a reference of their di fferences to mutual frieucl •, t·l 

which the Earl of Sutherland the more readily agreed as the prn~pet t (,( 

reJucing Girnigo, owing to its strength anJ supplies, \Vas remote. At th ·~ 

making of the truce he accordin~ly returncJ to Sutherland, ha\·ing, :l.CC(I rdi~.;; 

to Sir Hobert, lost bu t one man in the ·expeJition. This seems, llOWe\'l'r, a 

somewhat remarkable statement, considering the magni tude of the operatio11s 

Sir n ouert himself describes, and also a statement Ly Hoss of Balnagowan, in 

legal pleadings made in :\larch 15::\8-9,2 that in this feud" there is laitl ic the 

number of thre bunderethe personis all slane togiLlde r and at a tyme." Si r 

1 Original protection, dated Gth ::\o,·ember ]5()0, in Sutherland Charter-ch est. 
~ To be afterwarcls mort! fu lly rtfe rred to. 
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Itouert places the expedition in th e F euruary prccetl iug, and it is prouauly 

the same to which Tioss, who was personally in the fi eld, alludes. If so, Sir 

Tiouert's comput.1tion of the loss of Suthcrbml. is very much umlerstateu.1 

rroceediug, Sir Tioucrt narrates tLat not long after the making of the 

truce, and before any reference had Leeu made, the Earl of Caithness 

violated it by semling a force of men to spoil the Earl of Sutherland's place 

of HadLlenligh, who killed his herdsman tl!Cre. In ret aliation, at "\Yhi tsunday 

158(), Earl Alexander sent another expedition into Caithness, who" ranged at 

large, spoiled and wasted fri elie all the cuutrie bofor them, filled many places 

with rwyne and desolation, pursued the encmie \Yith a Lloodie execution, so 

long as their furie did last, killed di\"Cl'S of the Seill-wick-I wer and other 

inhabitants of Catteynes, and so returned home into Southerland with 

a great booty, without skirmish or the losso of oue man." 2 Following upon 

this, three thousand Caithness men, under Sinclair of 1.1urkle, ravaged 

Stratbullie anu Strathbrora, but were pursued by ::.rackay, who was now of 

Sntherlaud's party, and forced to auamlou tl1eir 1ooty, and the Earl of 

Sutherland himself prepared to a'lvance in force into Caithness, where also 

all available men were assembled to meet tl1em. Tiut though Earl Alexander 

did lead Lis men into Caitlmess, on the renewed intervention of the Earl of 

Huntly he withdrew, both the cLicf comuatant3 agreeing to submit their 

differences to him and other mutual frienus at Elgin.3 

The decree gi,·en by the arbiters, as well as the formal submission of 

their quarrel and differences by the two earls, has been preserved, and is 

printed in another part of this work.4 Details are set fortl1 of the slaughters 

and spoliations of both parties sinee 13th Feuruary l.'!Si-8 to the date of the 

decree, and both parties being considered to be equally guilty, they are 

1 Genea.logy, pp. 193 -107. 2 Ibid. p. lOS. 3 J'biJ. 199, 200. 
• Vol. iii. pp. 157- lu7, 2Gth a.nd 2ath ~oYeruLer 1589. 
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r ~• J ilin'tl to acquit each other for c\·er. T!te other Leads of (1•Jjn•licati•, 11 

l·y t he :nLiters show the c:1uscs of enmity between th e two carL;, l•f 

\l·!tid 1 these slanghters anrl spoilings \\"ere the di re result. First , th r· n• 

w:1s the question of the hereditary right to the exercise of ju:;ticiary, 

which the Earl of Caithness claimed O\'cr all the lands belonging to tbc 

E~1rl of Sutherland which were within the 1ouuds of Caithness. This the 

judges disallowed, and decreed that all such lands should be exempt frow 

the powe r of justiciary chimed Ly Caithness. Secondly, there was tltc 

question of the revcrsicn of the land:; of Strathullie, ,rJuch the Ea1l nf 

~ ulherland claimeJ from the E:nl of Caithness in terms of a contract mad·~ 

Ly their rc.>pective predecessors. This was an oiJ story, Jatiug back to 1 ~·!·~. 

auJ t he j mlgcs not feeling themselves compcteut to J cal with it cft"~di\·,.·!y. 

t•rtlaiucd the p0rties to take the case to the lorJs of council and se.>s ion, ar; I 

to do so without delay. To secure the maintenance of peace :11111 cuuc•·t·l. 

!.uth earls were placed under heayy pe11altie.:; for the obse rvan ce of a rBu tu .• l 

l ~m· l uf friendship to bl! entcrcJ into between tl1eut, aml tl1c ]l('ads ,,f 

which arc set down, chiefly the respecting of the lawful juri~Jicti •.o ll an·l 

propcrty of eac h other, and mutual a.ssi:>tanc.e in case of attack from o: lt•·t "· 

T he pc11alty for brt:ach of this bond was appoiutet.l to Le 50,000 merb, !Jil' 

it was not to be accounted a breach the reof if the Earl of Caithness illvadct! 

nny of t he E arl of Sutherland's dependants, and the E arl of Suthcrlaml J•lu· 

ccctled to their aid. Further, 1oth earls were enjoined to cause their ful· 

lowers to grant mutual letters of slains, anJ to repossess all, or the heir.~ 

of such as had been shin, who had been oustct.l from thei r farms or lullll,;, 

or had been compelled to lcaYe the same for fear of t heir li\'es, whether ia 

Cai thness, Sut herlan t.l , or Strathnaver, since A pril 1586.1 A fter this t.leci.;ion 

the Earl of H untly granted to the E arl of Sutherland, and his heirs and 

I Letters of Charge, dated 1st J tlly 15!10, in SutbcrlanJ Chartcr·chc;t. 
VOL. I. \J 
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~u ccc;;sors, Lcing E~rl s of Suthcrlantl, the ofllcc of sheriff of Inverness within 

Snt hetlaml, cxccptiug Strathullic; ~uLl abo over the Janus \Yhich he heM in 

Strath naver allll C<.tithncss. This grant was coufirmeu to the earluy King 

James the Sixth in 1590.1 

For some tillle ~lftP r this p~cifi cation there seems to have been a disposi

tion on the part of both e~rls to houour their uonJ, uut Si r TI.ouert Gord on 

notes that amongst their fulJ o,rers, who, inJeed, had been the principal 

losers, actiYe reprisals still took place. The Earl of Sutherland, in accordance 

with the decision of the arbiters, carried the qnestiou of the reversion of 

Strathullie to the court of sc.ssion. lie raised l:Jroccedings against Caithness, 

and a fortnight after he had doue so, he again complained that Caithness 

refused to carry out the terms of the llecreet-ar1Jitra1, especially in the 

repouing of CYictccl persons to their possessions anJ the giving of letters of 

slains. The cour t accorJiugly ordereJ Caithness to perform his obligations 

by the decreet within six days.2 To strengthen his position, as he had 

placed his son, the }.faster of Sutherland, in possession of the fee of the 

estates, the earl assigned the bond of reversion granted by the Earl of 

Caithness in 151 G, to the )laster of Sutherland, with po\\er to sue for its 

fulfilment, and redeem the lands,3 and in consequence a new summons was 

granted by the lords of session at the master's instance for the appearance 

of the Earl of Caithness befure them.4 

The reply made by Caithness to these proceedings was a practical one. 

Sir Tiober t says that in October 1590 he sent a frie ndly and higl.lly compli

mentary letter to the earl (some correspondence had been passing between 

I Charter, dated at Bog of Gight, 
gth Decembe r 1559 ; Confirmation, 19th 
Jun e 1590, Regis trum ~Iagni Sig1lli, vo l. v. 
No. Ii 3S. 

~ Letters of Charge, dated 15th July 1590, 

in Sutherland Charter-cbe~t. 
3 Vol. iii. of this work, pp. l GS-1 70. 
~ Summons, dJ.ted Gth August 1.390, in 

Sutherland Charter-chest. 
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them for some time previously rcganling the s ituation), aiHl imnwli:ttdy 

afterwarJ" ,he w aue a SliUllcc iucur:;iou into Sutherlallll with a stroug fu:, .,. 

,_, f Caithues3 lllCll, pcnetratiu;;: to J~a ckics, \ri thiu a few miles of DuuroLin. 

au,! then retiring with a large booty. . The invaJers were uot, lwwcwr, 

J'L'nu itteu to depart unmolestcLl, but unhappily, E:.nl .Alexauucr lay sick iu 

his eastlc at the time, ami a contc:ntion arose between the Gorclous at1d 

.:'.Iurmys for the honour of first attacking the foe. .As neither would yil·ld, 

the :r.I uirays retired to a. hill ::mel look ed on while the GorJons attacketl tL L' 

iu\'<Hlcrs IJy themselves near Clyue, and rescned the prey. .A.moug tl1c slain 

0 11 the siJe of the E arl of Caithness was Xicolas Snthed and, 1rothcr uf t!....: 

lairLl of Forse. rnder cover of night the E arl of Caithness rcgai:ll'.\ b io. 

own country, only to lind that in his absence it had been rangcll ill tt::n l·y 

ll u;;h )la~.:by of Farr, who was now a strong ally of the E.trl of Suthcrland. 1 

l u the 8pr ing of t he following year renewed efforts WL' re m:Hle to t. nui· 

11:1le thi.> llisconl a rHl LlooJshcJ between t.he L\ro n01theru carl ,.;, ur1d at h · ~ 

th c.:c ,;·ere crowuCLl with success. A new sub111is:;ion was m:<·le Ly butb t .• 

the fri enllly arbitration of George Sinclair uf ~[ey Oil bcl1alf of tltt.: Earl l.f 

Caithness, and Sir P atrick Gordon of AuchillCloun on L~.;kdf of th .. · I:..ul ,,f 

f'uth crlanJ , wit.h the Earl of H untly as over::.man.2 Their llec rec t wa;, issnl'•l 

ten J ays later, and eujoincd the earls to adhere to the terms of the la< 

J.ecreet-ar1itral respecting the staunchiug of the fen d. They also Jt:alt wi~h 

the question of the reYersiou of St rathullie, ,-,-hich they required C:-tithuc .~ s 

to make o\·er to the E arl of Sutherland, who in return w~s required tu 

make over to Caithness the lanJs of W ick and Papigo, Sonth am! ~ortlt 

Kilimste rs, a nd the illill of \\"indies, in the pari.sh of \\"i ck, together with 

\ "lgramoi r and \ 1grabeg, Thormisdale, E asteruale, aml \ \ ' csterdale, in th •' 

1 C:en ealogy, pp. ~0 1 -204 . 
2 ::iul,mis~ion, da ted Jtjth )larch 1590-l, 

and Decreet-arbitral th ereon, cblc•l :.:CtL 
.March 1591, in SutLn~ :~.wl ('bar!tr ,Lo t. 
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parishes of H alkirk and SkeunaJl(l , mHler reservation, l10wever, of certain 

fi'US set by the e:-nl. Sir I: ulwrt Gonlon says that lhe earls '{Jersoually lllct 

on this occasion at StrnthLogie, 'vhcn all byp:1st injuries were forgiven on 

eithPr sille, old griefs aJtll grtH.lges no more to be revi ved, but buried from 

henceforth, together wi th the memory of these later times. H e adds that 

Earl Alex:1mll'r then disponeLl some of the feu lamls of the bishopric 

lying witltin C:1ithness, for the tea daYoch:; of laud lying upon the ea'>t side 

uf th e ri ver of Helmsdale, which had formerly been given by Adam, Earl of 

Sutherland, to J oL n, Earl of Caithness, in 151 6.1 In the renunciation of 

Stmthullie maLlc by Caithness in favour of the Earl and ::\Jaster of Suther

land, ou ~Oth ::\lay 1501, these davochs are named Dalnavaliaeh, Kildouan, 

Suisgill, Kinbrace, Knokfin, Free, H elmsLlale, and Auclw.dalie.2 

I n this b st decree t-arbitral there was a new claim i ntroduced by the 

Earl of Caithness, who required that Elizabeth Sinclair, his father's sister, 

and the wiftl of IIngh :\I ackay, should Lave the adherence of her spouse, 

and that th eir ]awful children should succeed to his heritage. The arbiters, 

l10wever, declined to t ake up th is matter, directing Caithness to seek ltis 

remedy in a legal way, but declaring that the Earl of Sutherland in fortifying 

:\Iackay in his Llefence of himself should not be held to have broken Lis 

band with Caitlmess. 

The relations of Mackay to the two earls had completely changed during 

the progress of the feud just nanated. At first he was a partisan of Caith

ness, and married the late ea rl's sister, who lllust have been very much his 

senior in years. At the same time Le was legally, as has been formerly 

shown, the vassal of the Earl of Sutherlaud, but he ignored that earl's legal 

1 Genea.logy, pp. 204, 20.:i ; cf. Registrum ~l agni Sigilli, vol. v, No. l !li7. 
2 Renunciat ion, also Procuratory of Re•iguation by Caithness, dat~d 4th June 159 1, in 

Sntherhucl Charter-ches t. 
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ri;..:hL; antl took an actiYc part in the fend agaiu st hil!l . ·when trncr. ,, a.~ 

p ndaimeJ. l'chvcrn the en d s in P Si, th e E arl of S utherl a llll llecliue, ] t .. 

:t •lt :li l :'lfackay to l.Jc a party wi th Caithness and l1iwself, allll as it bc:calnc 

l ':t rt of tlt e agreement made by t he earls to proceed t ogetl1er agaiust :'llackay, 

the lat'.e r saw it t o be h is bes t policy to leave Caith ness aud viace h imself 

in the mercy of his legal snperior. A fter some preliminary negotiation <>, the 

carl and :.rackny met a t E lgin in the eml of X ovcmbcr 158t>, nml ag rcL'' l 

upou terms of peace. Dut mean while E arl ..:\lexander had resigneJ his rio;ht 

to the lauds and barony of F a iT, in fa ,·our of his son, the master, to \rl wu1 

King James tl1e Sixth couun neJ the same.1 

Iu tl iC agreement whic h was m ade between them the earl promised, iu 

rdurn for ~Iackn.y's bond of service, to infeft him in the lauds of Strathn:ner 

by a precept of clare consta t, iu those lands in \rhich hi s fa ther Y . .:daekay 

diL'U last infeft, anJ he was al::;o h eir of his brother J ohn l~eg :.rae ka y. :\ t tl11.: 

~;uu e time the carl'::; doing so was uot to prejudice his own righ t to the land~ uf 

:\slc rcarwoir, Aslercarbcg, Carnagarrou, Saud \"\'a t, Caruamaniche, ~bil e, au • I 

I: .·gchole, with tl!C isle of Jioa, and salmon-fishings of .Allingn.rrow, L:n fvrd, 

auu Sanuwat. These tl1e carl claimed in t erms of the charte r thcn:.,f by 

J:uLert, Li shop of Caithn ess, to his father, Earl J ohn. l\Iackay also clai n1e•l 

t It em, auu the question of possession was referred t o the arL itratiou of 

Si r Patrick G onion of .Auch iucloun, Thomas G ordon of Cluuie, Alex n.mle r 

e onlon of Tullirnenit, )fr. Alexanuer Gordon, chancellor of .:Jioray, Amlrew 

~fonro of D auchartie, and Angus ::\I ackintosh of D unachton, chosen by the 

Earl of. Sutherland, wi th John, :.raster o f Forbes, James Baillie of 'l'arLat, 

George Sinclair of :Jiey, Alexander B ayne of T ullich, Hn~h ::.Ionro of 

1 Procura t ory, datctl :?lst A pril, and In 
strument of Resignation, <late<l :?Oth ~lay 

1 -i~ ~ . m Sutherlantl Charter-chest; also ag-ree
lu eut_ at E 'c;in, :!;ltb X o,·e mbe r 15SS, the 

sig natures appended to which are repro· 
duce<l in facsimil e on p. I iil po.<terz . ~ec also 
Tiegis trum .::-Iagui Sigill i. \' ul. \'. :;:\o. 5::>0. 
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Assint, and Mr. Hobert Graham, archJeau of Tioss, chosen by Mackay, 

J.achlan Mackin tosh of D uuach ton being appoin ted oudman aud overseer. 

Their dccis iou was to be gin·n Lcfon' l .Jth X ovcmbcr of the following year, 

when, if the lauds named were found to belong to the carl, ?.Iackay agreed 

to pay him 2000 merks for them before ~ Oth Xon~mbcr 1590, otherwise 

they were to remain the carl's property. But IJ Ot\vithstanding this the earl 

signifies his pleasure that .:'llackay shouhl cuntinne to enjoy and possess these 

lauds so long as he has ro~.scss ion by tolerance of the lands of l>um css, for 

payment merely of the dntics tl1ercof contained in the earl's charters. 

}'nrther, Mackay is to be entered in the la.ncls of Strathuaver for true and 

~ingubr service, and is to sign a heri table bollll of maurent in the s:tme 

form as the deceased \\'illiam Sutherland of Duffus made to Alexander, 

~laster of Sutherland, which had bceu ra ti fi ed by ·william Sutherlaml , 

presently of Dnffns, he and his heirs being astrictcd to honour and serve the 

Earl of Sutherland with his kin, fri ends, and followers against all men, the 

king and the authori ty alone excepted. On the other hand, the earl obliged 

himself to discharge )fackay of all by-run J cbts of money, non-entry duties, 

questions of law, fires and slaughters, for the ext inguishing. of all deadly feuLl 

in the future, and to give h im his bond of main tenance anJ defence against 

all, the king and the Earl of Huntly only cxccpteLl. 

As soon as he was infeft in Strathnaver anJ before he received this 

discharge from the earl, ~Iackay was to iufeft tlJC earl anJ l 1_i ~ heirs her itably 

in the lands and barony of W estmoyn, includin;; the laHds of Eriboll, Stand

lane, Ardnaboill, Hoip, l\lustraw in Strath:urodaill, Elleu, and Tiyzie, ami also 

i n the lands of :i\lillenes and Kayndloche in th e barouy of Kintail, the whole 

being ''"arra.utetl to be worth to the ea rl 20,000 mcrks. When ::\Iackay 

should l1ave obtained frorn ·w illiam Sutl1erlaud of Dufl'us (who was present 

at their meeting) the lands of EJderaclJil!is, clearly as his own property, he 





JIA CA"A r 0/JTAIXS 1'11 E BAROXY OF DCJ:XESS. 1;. 0 

\1 ;!."; to iufdt the carl antl h is Leirs tl1erein by dmrtcr of alienation, anJ the 

··arl was th ,• n to graut to Mackay a letter of l"lll·ersion Lcaring tlw Sllllt <, f 

:!11,000 tncrk-;, aml conbining the stipulat ion that not\\" i thstimuing th~ carl'~ 

iufL·fllncnt iu tl u~ lauds alHl fi slJiugs beforcmentioued, iL should not be lawft~l 

t n bim or his heirs to cuter thereto till it were }.lroveu befo1e Donah1 Gonn 

pbcJouahl ] of Slcat, Lacl1lan :\Iackintosh of Duuachton, ?IIr. H ec lur }.fomo, 

apparent of F oulis, Antlrew 1Iunro C•f D aucharLie, H ector l.lunro of Kil tlcr

lltorie, H u:,;h ~1onro of Assynt, or in case of their refu~al, before the judge> 

com]Jeteut, that ::\Iuckay h:11l Lroken l1is bond of service. These lanJs were 

in th a ~ cast.! to become the property of and be possessed by the earl an.l 

ltis hei rs uutil redeemed by ::\Iackay and his Lei rs for 20,000 rnerks . 

.c\ud fiua1ly, for tile honourable and uutiful service to Lc done Ly ). facby, 

tlw carl t olerates him and !J is heirs, being of perfect age, and ha\"illg 

:'llackay's I· h ce allll t he command of hi3 country, to possess anJ cujoy his fL" t l 

latl'ls of thl' l •arony of Dumess, but only from year to year during tll'3 go• ;, ] 

'' ill t•f tl1e I:arls of Sutherland, and for payment of the feu-duty contaiuc,l in 

the e .. ul's charters thereof from Uobert, bishop of Caithness. Uut it wa;; II<Jt 

to l•e lawful for the earl to remo\·e .:\Iackuy from the lands unti l Lread1 of l1i s 

l-oud uf manrcnt were proved, otherwise tLe Larony of \Yestmoyu, tl1c lawL; 

in tl11~ b:uony of Kintail, and the sum of :?0,000 merks thereon, ;vere to l:q ·s~· 

to :'lfal:kay. 1 Three days later the earl granted the promised precept of clar.· 

t '>nstat to ::\Iackay. 2 

This arrangement appears t o Lave Leen a very fair one for .:\Iackay; Lut 

in the following year another agreement was made between tLeUI which con

siJ-: rauly modified the former, anJ which was then or a little later followc• l 

hy a new presentation ou t he part of the earl of the sta te of ma tters between 

1 Copy Contract in Suth erland Charter
ches t, 2 Jtb ::\ .) \"ember 15SS. 

~ Original Precept, dated ~ .1 D ~ccrul"' r 
15SS, iu Sutherland Char ter-chest. 
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them. In this second agreem ent the lnntls wl1ich in the former were sub

mitted to arbitrat ion ::11\) fuunLl by the nrbitcrs t•> pertain to the Earl (Jf 

Suthcrlaml, as part of th t: feu l:tnJ:; of Caithness, ancl uut t o be a !JCmlicle uf 

the barouy of Farr. Yet uotwit ltstandiug thi~ tl10 ea rl Linus himself to gran t 

lllael;:ay a charter of donation of these laut.ls to be lll: lu of hiu1 for ward 

ant.l relief. H e also discharges ::\Iackay of the s um of :woo merks, a11<l 

l\Iackay in turn discharges all previous contracts made between the earl arHl 

h im !Jrior to the Jate uf the !Jrese ni agreement, especially the one aboYe 

uescribcd, and in par ticular the olJJigatiOil COiltaineL] therein tO enter him 

by precept of clare cO'nstat in Strathna \'cr, to discharge him of all by-ruu 

debts dnc by his fo.ther and Lrot her for Dumc:ss from L1G7 to ·whitsuntlay 

151:$ 0, and for the llOu-cutrie;; of StrnthnaYer since the carl's entry thereto, 

thereby reponing the earl in all h is rights as before the making of the firs t 

agreemeut, \Ybich is to be he!tl as canccll eLl aml dest royed. 

Thereupon, probably the same day, ~I ackay grants an obligation to the 

ea1l as his superior in Strathnawr, in which he acknowledges the earl's 

undoulJted rigl1t to pursue l1im anJ l1is heirs, not only for the non-entry 

Juties of StrathnaYer anrl the relief thereof since 1583, but also for the by-run 

duties of Durness from 15GI un til ~hrch 1380, wl1ich extend in all far aboYe 

£50,000 Scots, and tl1at if the carl should pur.:; ue him for these. he could not 

fail to evict him from the whole property of Stratlrnaver, and he binds himself 

as for himself, and as heir of h is fatbe r anc_l brother, to pay this sum of £ 50,0 00 

Scots to the earl before 1st NoYember next, or fa iling this to make a formal 

resignation of the whole lands and barony of Farr in tl1e earl's fayour.l 

?.Iackay was thus now h:gally entirely at the earl's mercy, not only as l1i8 

superior, but as having the power to deprive him of his ancestral property. 

The earl, however, desired no more than to ef1'ectually detach :-.Iacby from 

1 Copy, u ndate•l, but prob:J.l ,Jy in ~brch 1 5S~, in Sutl& ~ri :J.tlll Cb:1rte r-~hest. 
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Cai thness, and secure his allcgia11ce to Limsdf. l.Iack:ty also slton·cd th r.t 

thi :; \1".1:-l his C ';)'!l de~ire, by t:-~ki•1g an Hf>•i,·e and lead iu:; part :tg:tinst C:~itlt

nc:;s in the feUll bet ween the e<uls, and :-~.5 he ha( [ uow repudiated hi3 1vi fc , 

the aunt of the Earl of Caitlmcss, on acco uut, as Sir J:ohert Gorllon alleges, 

of her adultery ·with a kinsman of her husband, the Earl of Sutherland gaYe 

l1im his elder d~JUght er, L tlly .r :~ nc Gonlon, then fift een years of age, in 

marriage. "She was," says her brother, Sir Tiouert, "a lady of excdlcut 

ber.uty allll comliness, wit ty, illLln~d with sundry good qualities, both of mynd 

and body." They were married in Decrwber l 58D, awJ had seyeral cl1illlrcn, 

the eld est son being Donahl, fi rst Lonl He,ty.1 l'rior to this the carl h:tLl 

again by precept of clare constat infeft ~Iackay in Fan} but it \vas in order 

that he might resigu it, as he dicl a few days later, in the earl's favour,3 who, 

}w.ving thus secured his righ L, reponed him in tl~t") lands. ~I acby also at 

t his time, however, made on::r to the earl the huds of Ereboll, Ardrieboll , 

H oi p, ~.Iiudalc, ElLm, and Strathall, to hold of the Crom1.4 

George Hoss of n alnagowau, io whom reference has already been ma•le as 

having entered into agreement with the Ea!l of Sntl!Crland for the marria~c 

of their children , and ::lS h aving made o1·er his lands to the earl, and given 

l1im his bond of manrcnt, was, dnriug the Caithness feud, a supporter of the 

Earl of Caithness agaiust Suthcrhud. This could only have been from 

moti>es of hostility to the latter, as his principal estates aml interests lay on 

the other side of Sutherland, or rather the Sntherlaull estD.tes l ~y l1ctween 

Caithness and Tioss. lie had evidently quickly repented of his transactions 

with the ear l, and indeed 110 motive is apparen t why he should ever haYe 

entered into them. Shortly after the outbreak of the feud he commeucell 

I Genealogy, p. ::!00. 
2 Original precept, dated 31st October 

1589, in Sutherlan.l Charter-chest. 
~ Original instrument of resignation by 

VOL. I. 

H ugh :\l.lckay of Farr, dated 8th Xovemhe r J 
1589, ibid. 

4 Original cb:trter by :\[ackay, dat .. <l ~J 

~o\·cmuer l .3'i9, ibid. 

X 
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legal 1•roceeding;; aga inst the Earl of Su thcrlanJ fur the purpose of reduci ng 

t he deeLls he form~rly grant~:Ll. l [e held a re\'cr;;i•m of his gmn t, but \Vhen 

l1e came to make uc;e of it, l11.l found that the earl had omittcJ to append his 

seal to it, aiHl that tl1er ufore it \vas not altogetll c: r in legal form. H e accord

ingly Slimmo 11r d t l1e c:nl to ar1l1Car before tl1c lords of session, and append 

l1is seal to the reYersiou. In another snnunons of the same date, he required 

t he carl t o duliH'r to h iu1 accu rate cop!•.;s of the severn} contracts t hat haJ 

been lll tlll C uelwecu t hem since 1 ;1SO, el'pecirrlly tl1c COli t ract of marriage, and 

the charters of alic·nation to the err rl l1imsclf and to }[ary C onlon, his 

daughter, \\'l 1ich h rHl not been maLle in Juplicate as tht'Y ought to h aYe l1een. 

Ire wished to pursue t he c::nl f0r ful fi lment of some of these, and for 

reJuctinn of othcrs.1 

The Earl of Suthcrbnd mennv;hilc t ook steps for oLta ining possession of 

the lnlllls wlli t:h l~oss haJ gr<mteJ to the earl's J aughter, by summoning h im 

to appear in the sheri ff-cour t of I nw rness, :mu see due \Yarning made to 

h im nnJ l1is tenants therei n to remoYe tlwmsdns therefrom, a proceeding 

Wllich n oss enJea YoU reJ to COUnteract U}' obtaining }etters of advocation, 

cl1 ~1l'ging the sheriff and l1is deputes to Ll l':, i ~ t. a charge which was d uly made, 

but disregarJed.~ l ~oss then procureJ 8Hother summons, cl1arging the earl 

and the sheri ff,and his J epnteo; to appear ucfore the lonls of council , anJ the 

reasons adduced uy lli m for refusing the Ll ecree of the she ri tl'-court were

First, T ha t the case \vas t oo weigh ty for a court com posed 9f men not versed 

in law, seeing the snLject of process \ras that of fiyc or six baronies ; Secondly, 

The Earl of H untly, the sheri ff, conlJ be no competent j ml ;;e in h is case, on 

account of h is relationship to the E arl of Sutherland, and his consequent 

I Original summonses, date<l ~ra.rch 6, 
15SS-!J, in Sntherlan<l CLartc r-cbes t. 

2 (\ri;;iual ldters of a<hoca tion, J c. ted Gth 

::lfarch , also cbaq;e t o sheriff-court, anJ J eered 
of warniug by sheriff-cou rt, date,] !!::!J :\larch 
15SS-!J, i~iJ. 
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iuteresl ; nwl Thirdly, In n;:,p(·ct of the bte "deilllie feid" broken out Ld''•l't·n 

c:eor:;l' , E.1rl vf C.tithne.:;s, and Alexander, Earl of Sutherland," in the qnltilk 

ttu Lill llt •tir is laitlie the mtmbc:r of tlue !tunderet!Je lJcrsuni.'J all l>lat": 

tngidt!er ant! at a tyme," '"hen the complainer was actually iu the fie!J with 

bis fri ends, and assisted the Earl of Caithness, while lluntly an t! all h i.-; 

J•et•plc assisted the Earl vf Sutherland. :Jioreonr, Huntly had lately :wowl'd 

!timself a party with Sutherland in the saill feml and "cmnmer," and so the 

complainer cvultl not '>vith safety go to the town of Imerness.1 

Probably the troubles v;ith Caithness preYented this Dl[Lttt:r procl'etlin::; 

fmther aL the time; lmt even when these bad been set at rest, tbe con! ru\·L·r'y 

cvnli nucd between Hoss anLl the earl, for in the end of 15n3 the l'[i.rl twi c::e 

rai sed summonses of "spulzie" against Hoss, whom he charged with wa .;t:u~ 

!tis lands on several occasivns. One \HLS in FeLrnary 15 :JO, when ! 11.! tu"l

from the lands of Strathbrora tweh e rnan:s and a courser, ant! anutiwr wa'l 

in l :i!l:!, when he took from the l::tncls of Schenis otlu:r twl'hc tn an·s n11• l a 

"rnowsellit hor,;e." The earl estimates his luss t!trongh the tln:ft of ti~> .. ·" ;.t 

.£100 for ~:at:h vf the two hvrscs, and their lost lal.oour at 1:~ .5. -ld. ca<;h ,].lily; 

ami 100 merks for each of the mares, with £100 more for cadt in fua] , ) ··~ul.'·· 

J :ut the greatest spoliation was that made on the lands of A uch:my in .I u; )' 

l 5!l3, when I~oss is alleged to ha,-e canied off fifty work hor,;cs, each \\'l.>t :lt 

.£!0, with other 1 Os. each for lost labour; forty-four mares, each wurth £ ll\ 

with other £:20 each on account of loss in foals; nine score great kye " ·i th 

calf, each wor lh ::!0 merks, with £1 0 more for each in loss of milk, stit k, 

butter, ch eese, etc. ; fi fty draught oxen aml twenty young oxen, worth £:.!0 

each, with their lost labour at six firlots of oatmeal each, at the. price of £I 

1 Ori;-inal summons, do.ted ~:2d :.larch 
!.iSS-a; also another summons to the earl 
and his dau;ht er, dated :2d .-\pril 1559, t o 

quash the proceedings of the sb~riiT-court <'D 

account of t he iujuuction, in ~utlll·rl.:u •• l 
Cho.rt~r-chest. 
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per boll; two hundred and fifty milk ewes, worth 40~. each, \rith 30s. more 

each for loss of wool, lalllb, 1Jiltter, cliCcqe, etc.; two hundred wetllltrs, w01th 

£3 each; two hunllrc,] she goats, worth 30.:>. ead1, with other 30s. each for 

loss in milk and kill; twenty-four Lrooll swine, worth £4 each, ann E·ach 

ha,·ing thirteen gryces, \vorth 30s. each. Jie;;idcs the above-mentioned stock 

tltere were carried away th ree score of double 1•laid::, each worth 10 merks; 

forty stones of wool, valued at 10 merks the stone; twenty-four swords, at £10 

the piece; thirty bows, worth each l 0 mcrks; anll thirty dozen arrows at 30s. 

a dozen; t\\'enty kettle;;, e:lCh worth £3; ten brcw i n~ caldrons, each worth 

£4.0; and £1 000 in tl1irty, twen ty, and ten sl1illiug pieces, and in ha\f.merk 

pieces. F or these svoliations Hoss was cited to appear and answer on 15th 

}'cbruary 15 93 -4. Dut the differences between l1im and the earl were not 

settled in E:nl Alexander's time, and Lecame a lrgacy to his son.1 

Of auothcr of the Caithness families who hall taken part against him in the 

Caithness feud, that of Sutherland of Forse, the carl became the legal guardian 

by the death of the lain! during the n1inority of his heir. The carl wa3 

superior of the lands of Drummoy, Dack ies, and Torrish, the original posses

sions of the F orse family, anll he nscJ his right by selecting a young GorLlon 

lady as a wife for his ward. H e conl•l not compel Alexander Sutherland of 

Forse to marry her, 1ut he instructed his messengers to protest for payment 

of the double of the marriage duty if he refused her. She was :Jiargarct 

Gordon, daughter of the lately d<:>ceased J ohn GOI·Jon of nu_ckie.2 It is interest

ing to note in t his connection that this laird of F orse soon afterwards solJ 

the lanlls in which tl1c E arl of Sutherlanll was his superior, Drummoy, to 

Hugh Gordon of Dallonc, anll Dackies and Torrish to J ohn Gordon of Dackies.3 

1 Summonses, dated 6th September and 
'; th December 15!)3, iu ::intherland Charter
chest. 

2 \" ol. iii. of this work, r . 17 .3. 

3 In I GOG, June G. Th ese lands were 
resigned in the b:-.ntls of the Earl of Suther
land for the purpose stated. Documen ts in 
Sutherland Chartcr·chc;t. 
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J:d~rcnce was III:ltle in t he earl's agreement with ::.Iackny to his fli cndly 

relat iuus with Sut1 erland of Duffus. As in the case of Furse, "'\\'i llia 111 

SutherlauJ of Duffus, at an earlier date, Lecame a ward of tl1e Eat! li f 

SutherhuJ, who, when he afterwards estaLlished him in his possessions, 

caused h im renew and ratify the boud of manren t which l1is great ·gr:l.Jlll· 

father, " "ill iam Sutherland of Duffus, had 1nade to the earl's gran•liat lu:r, 

Alexander, Master of Sui herlnnd, in 1 5~!). and they appear to have 

cont inued throughout on very fri endly tenus.1 D uffus 'Yas the possessor of 

the lands of Gol;;pieto\rer, his family having acquired them fron1 J a11W.1 

Dunbar of Cumnock, in 1 5 ~ 7 , and the E arl of Sutherland wishing to obtain 

these lands, agreed to exchange t],em wi th D uffus for the lands of I:oartlll oir, 

with mill. The terms of t he excamLion were arranged on 30th )fay l :i~to , J,y 

Sir l'at rick Gorllvn of Auchindoun and ·william Sinclair of Du11bcath. TJ ,j.; 

nrr:mt;emcut., however, diu not t ake effect, and i u l [•~.t, tl~e ea rl auJ lti ~ StHI , 

the master, and Duff us, mutually renounced their agreclllcnt, UlHl 1 )ufrus at 

the sa. me ti me eugn.geu himself to resign the b.nLls of G olspietowt· r into 

tl1•! earl's hnmls, so that they might thereaft er relllain in the carl's pt~:; .<~'::." i un, 

and he was also to cause his brother-german, J ames SnthcrlanJ of l\:i nst.1ric, 

to appear before the sherif.r or commissary of l\l oray, and renounce any 

claim he haJ. to these lands. :Dy this contract t he opportunity was taken to 

rectify a mistake in a. charter of the lands of K innauld, which ha,J Lccn 

granted to D uffus by H ugh :J i urray o f Auerscross, iu warralldice of the 

lands of Auchandra, wherein sal mon fish ings uelonging to t he lands c·f 

Kinnanld were incl ndeu. But the earl showing that no such tlshings were 

attached to these lands, Duffus formally renoun ced tl1e alleged fishiugs.'.! 

1 YoL iii. of thi3 work, p. 151. Precepts of clare con3!at, etc., ~1 st F ebru:.ry J ::i';~-SO, ao·l 
I ;,t!J :\larch 1580-1, in Sutherl:.od Charter-ches t. 

2 Contract, dat ed ::?Sth .:\J.m;h 15!14, in Sutherlauu Charte r-chest . 
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Towards the close of his life, ant! just _as his fath er lwd done before hi111 

at a similar period of his life, Earl Alexancler obtained sen·ice of himself as 

heir-general to Adam Gonlon, Lul of Snthei-l:llld, his great-gram]f,lther, awl 

to Elizabeth Sutherlantl, Coul!te.'-'S of Sut!Lel'land, h is great-grandmother.1 

H e altered the day of I>ornoch Fair, calletl St. I~arr's Fair, from 25th Sep

tember to lO th Octobe r.~ H e seems, during his last ye~us, to have beeu 

frequently in bad health. One instance has loeen alrea.ly referretl to wh•·u 

the Earl of Caithness made a raid into the vicinity of Dunrobin, and th e 

earl was unable to take the fit:IJ against hi m, being then sick in bed. 

Another occas ion is chronicleJ in the register of the PriYy Council, before 

which the earl had been summoned to appear on ~7th February 159 2-3, 

when the coun cil excused !tis ab:;euce on account of his "present disease aud 

inhabilite," which bad been certified to them by "\Yilliam Gray, minister at 

Lairg and Hogart, aml AI1clrew AIH!erson , mini itter at Loth, wlLO both 

appeared to verify their certificate. His proc urator, David .Jlonro of Nigg, 

who also appea.r.~J and '' excnsei t the absens of the said erll be his said 

disease," Wa3 instructed to iuform the earl uf the prorogat ion of the case 

until 15 th .JI::ty following.3 H e died at Duu robin on Gth December 159± in 

the 43Ll year of his age, an• l wa3 bmied in Durnoch cathedral. H is character 

is thus summed up by his son, Sir I~obe rt :-

,,Earle Alexander wes aue honorable and l1yemyn.Jed man, one that 

lo\·ed U1uch to be weill followe.J, verie liberal !. ... .At l1is return into his 

ownc cuntrey, being absent from thence some few yeirs, he found the same 

iu great trouble and disorder, occa:;ioned by the guvemment of ane enemie 

during his rninoritie, which he pacifeid without the effusio n u[ blood, therby 

I 1-:?th January I.i!lO-!ll, vol. iii. of thu work, pp. IG7, !liS. 
~ l;enea.logy, p. :.! :}:.!. 
3 l~e;;ister of the Privy Couuc;), val. , .. I'P· 41, 4:.!. 
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]'lll'd tasi ng to l1i UJ~elf the \"ll tlouuteLl comnlelnbtion r,£ clemency. Some he 

:q •l'ca:;eLl anLlreconc:il c:J Yuto !Jim by l1i s liuemli tic, utLers he essaye,l by fair 

forhL•arauce t o pm·d1:bc their love, e\·in vf some who bat] bene must bent 

agaiust him aud his frei nds . 0 0 E arle .Al exander WCS a lllO!-:it assurcu 

performer of his \YOnl, when he had once in;:;adgeLl himsclfl: whid1 l1c ltath 

left as nne b erctlitary 'lu::tlitie to his clJil,Jren. H e wes verie con -; tant aml 

resolute in the prosecution of his purposes. H e wes Ly nature frameLl to 

wind anu insinuat himself!' so into everic man's affection, th:-t t not o1tlie from 

thenceforth t hey diLl alwise re111ayn constantlie fait!Jfu l ,·nto ltim, bot al so 

they did ensalie hazanl their lyn!s antl thcr fortuns in any exlrernitic of 

danger for his sake. H e wes nrie Ypright in all lti s actions, vntitt for these 

om dayes, w·herein intcgriti e lyeth speeel1les alitl vplight Llt·alling is 1eaJic 

to give vp the ghost." H e left the charge of his chil dren allll general afl~1irs 

to ltis countess.1 

.Alexamler, eleventh Rul of Sutherland, was twice married, h is first wife 

being Lady I~arbara Sinclai r, daughter of George, fourth E arl of Caithness, 

who has been alreaLly referreu to. H is second wife was Latly J ane Gonion, 

Llangl1ter of George, Earl of Huntly, who, born in L14G, \Yrts, on 25th February 

l :->G5-G, marrieu to James H epbnm, fourth Enrl of ] ;ot lmell, nncl a di spensa

tion for their marriage was granted by J ohn, archbishop of St. .A ndrews, on 

the 17th of that month.~ This mnrriage \Yas not of long duration. Both 

the spouses raised actions of divo rce against enc.h other. The countess 

accuseLl her husuand of infide lity, and obtained a di,·orce, while HotL.well 

also obtained a similar decree on the grounu of consanguinity. Th is was in 

order to marry Qu een :Jiary, which he diu in :Jiay 15Gi, a step which quickly 

lmrrieu both the queen anu himself to their ruin. L ady Jane Gonlon, how-

1 Genealogy, pp. ~3~. ~33. 
2 Parish Regis tH of C.mongate, quoted by 

Pitcairn, Criminal Trials, i. pp. 4G~*, 4G3*; 
vol. iii. of this work, p. 131. 
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ever, conti nued to enjoy the liiercnt lands prO\·ided to her by ];othwell, and 

dealt; with them as her property in liferent, these being Crichton, with the 

tower, ThornyLiik~s, Loc!tqnhorctt ot Dvrtl l\vick and Yogri e, all in the county 

of :\liLiloth ian, and also X t.:t lu:: r Hail~:;. She was married to ,\lexander, 

Earl of Sutlwhnd, at StrathlJociic on 13th Decemuer 1513. "She was," 

says Sir n obert GoHlon, It er son, "a n rtnous and comli e larly, judicious, 

of excellent memoric, and of grea t vndcrsta mli ng aLove the capac itic of her 

sex; in this much to be commended, that dureing th e coutiuuall changes 

ami 1•artienl:u factions of the Court in the raigne of Qncin :\lary, and in 

the minoritie of King James the SixL (which wer many) shoe alwisc 

managed h r r cffairs wi th so great I•rud(.:nce and forsight that the enemies 

of her familie culd never prevaile against It er, nor wowc these that wer 

the chciff ruellers uf the state for t}Je tymc to doc anything to her 

prejudice .... Further shoe hath Ly Iter great care and dilligence broug1tt 

to a prosperous end lllany h:ud and tlifllcult Lnssines, of great consequence 

appcrteyning to the house of Southerland. Aud hy reasone of her husband, 

Eade Alexander, his seiklie disposition, togetller with ller son's minoritie at 

the tyme uf his fatl1er's death, shoe wes in a manner constrayned anJ 

forced to tak vpon her the manao;cing of all the effairs of that house a 

good ·whyle, which shoe clitl perfonn e with great care, to her owne credet, 

and th e weill of that familic; all being cowmittcJ to ber charge by reason of 

the singular affection which shoe did carie to the preservation of that house, 

as lykwise for her dexteriti e in rnanageing of uusiness." 

Sir Robert also adds that after the death of her second husband, Earl 

Alexander, she married Alexander Ogilvie of Boyne, her oLject being to 

secure the interests of her children. ·within a few years she was again left 

a widow, and so remained until her death. S!Je carried out the designs of 

John, tenth Earl of Sutherland, who had made Lorings and discoYered coal 
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at the rh·er of Drora, :J.11d to her lJclougs the hoJionr of fi rsL working the 

coal in SutherlauJ, whil e she a1so ori~i u aleLl the salt-wo1ks there. f.:!t,! 

resided for many years in tbe ltOUSt! of Cracock or Cmkaig in the p:t ri , lt 

of Loth, which she built.1 On account of being a Homan Catholic she wa3 

frequently challenged Ly the <1uthori ties for harbouring priests and jesnits.2 

She survived till IG:.?G, dying at Dumo1;iu, on 14th ::.ray of that year, in tl tc 

eighty-fourth year of her age, and was Luried beside her hu,baH•.l, the Earl 

of Snlherlaud, in the cathedral church of Dornoch.3 They had issue finl 

sons and two daughter,:;. 

1. J uhn, twelfth E:\rl of Sutbcrbwl, of whom a memoir fullows. 
!l. Alexander, who dieLI in infancy. 
3. Arhm, who ab o died in in faucy. 

4. Sir Robert Gordon of Gurdonston, Earonet, of wftoru a short mr moi r fulluws. 
5. Sir Alcxan•lcr Gonion of X:widale, of \rhom also a short memoir fullow3. 
1. Latly Jane, who wa3 burn on lst Ko.-cmbcr l.5 i-l, awlmarri~ll ll u;;h :\fu,l:ty 

of Farr, and haLl i.,suc, DonalLl, fir5t Lord Heay, ant! other chiltlren. 

~ - Lady Mary, who was b0rn I Hh Augnst 1 5ti~, aud married, in lJ~d, D:1vit! 
Ross of Dalnagown. She died in 1605, without issue. 

t Genealogy, pp. l 6S, 169. 
2 Yol. ii. of this work, p. 9; Pitcairn's Criminal Trials, vol. i. p. 3-!S; Regiolcr o£ 

the Privy Council, vol. '· p. ~IS. 3 Gencal(lgy, p. 40~. 

T'OL. r. 
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Signatures to agreement bet ween AlExander, F.arl of Sutherlanrl, anJ Hugh ~!ackay of 
Fa•·r, dnt~al at Elgin, ::9th ~o,·ember 1 5~~. !€f~rre<l to un I'· 159 nnlea. 
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XI\r.-JOII::\, T\\"ELFTII E AI:L OF SUTli ERL.L'l'D. 

TuE liox .• \ G);J::S (or. AxxE) E LrnJXSTOXE, ms CouxrEss. 

15!J4-1Gl5. 

ONCE more the Earldom of Sutherlawl dcvoh ·ell upon an heir in his 

minority, but on this occ:~ s io n with no such disastrous consequences 

as formerly. 'When Earl Alexander dieJ, his elJest son, J oh n, was in his 

nineteenth year, but as already narrated he had been betimes placeLl by his 

father in possession of the fee of his estates,l and consequently he had not 

to undergo a period of non-c11t ry. 

J ohn, twelfth Earl of Sutherland, was born on ~th July 15iG. H ow his 

early years were spent, his bruther, Sir Hobert Gordon , docs not relate, except 

that he attended sclJOol at D ornoch untler )lr. ·william r ape. After his 

f.1thcr's death he ·went t o Abcrcleen anc1 paid his court to his kil1Sman, I"uclovick, 

D uke of Lennox, wh om King J ames, after the battle of Glenlivct, had 

appointed lieutenant in the north, and he remained at .Aberdeen until the 

duke's departure. H e next made a visit, in 1595, to George, Earl of Caithucss, 

at Girnigo, for the purpose of cementing their friendship, and with amiable 

counsels, of rectifying some minor causes of dispeacc. IIe was receiYed \\' ith 

cheerful hospitality, and they parted great friends. nut he learned tc his 

dismay that while being entertained by Caithness, that earl had despatched a 

secret mission into Strathullie to slay a YalueLl follower. The mission failed 

in its object, but the treachery of the act so roused the wrath of the youthful 

1 He was infeft in the earldom on 11 th 
June 1533, upon the resi!o'Tlation made by his 
father on ! Sth :'.larch, an.! r rown charter 
follo\\·iug thereon, rlateJ 23J ;\lar~h 1550- 1. 

Charters, etc. , in Sutherlaml Charter-chest. 
Cf. l:cgistrum ;\!agni Sigilli, >ol. v. No. 152. 
In 15SS he was also infeft iu Farr, ibid. Xo. 
1516. 
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earl that he summoned his vassals, rrnd wonlll have mndc n raid in force on 

C:tithncs:;, if the Errrl of Httntly hnd not int c rpo~erl and sccm·cd pcace.1 

By th e privy counci l l'oth earls were then rcrtnirecl to finll cnutil)n in 

~0,000 roerks for keeping the peace and maintrriui11g his mrrjesty's authority.2 

In the beginning of the yenr 15£l7 the En.rl of :::Jutherlnwl went to conrt, 

and took np his rc;;ideuce in E ll iulmrgh fur a consi.lernble time. During this 

year he attrrined his majority. Towards the lrrtter end of it, in November 

and December, fl. meeting of parlinwent was held in Eclinhurgh, in which the 

ea rl took his se:1t, the principrr1 business being the restoration of the catholic 

earls of ~\ngus , Errol!, anc1 Hun tly. A fonnnl riding of prrrliament took 

place on the 13th of December, on which day the restoration of the three earls 

was proclaimed at the cross of EJiu!,mgh, when the king rrttcndcd the par

li ament in person, and the E arl of Sutherland clnimed, and was accorded, his 

hereditary right of beari11g the sword of state before the king.3 The Earl of 

Caithness "·as also present at tlds parliament, and di.!Oputed the right of the 

E arl of Sutherland to take prt:Cellence of him. This was the beginning of a 

fresh feud between these two earls, which lasted Juring the lifetime of this 

E arl of Sutherland, and was only settled by a formal renunciation to his son 

in 1 Gl G, by Lord Bcrridale, the eldest son of Caithness.4 The question of 

precedence came before the king and council in }'ebrnary lGOI, but decision 

was postpon ed till the te11th day br.fore the merting of the next parliament, 

wh enever the same should be h clll, ,rJ,en both parties were ordained to 

produce their evillcnts and wri ts, \Vith certification that if either of them 

failed herein, no writs wou!J "be hearll afterwrrrd~ on his behalf." s I t was 

to some extent this case which was the occasion of the making of the decreet 

I Genc:-.logy, pp. ~3:l, 2:!4. 
2 Ret,.-istc r of the Privy Council, voL v. 

I'· 738. 
3 C:UJcrwood, vol. v. p. 6GS ; "\.cts of the 

P o.rlhmcuts of Scotl:lnd, vol. iv. pp. 123.!30. 
• Genealogy, pp. ~;;;;, ~:lG. 
6 ftcgistcr of the Pri1·y Council, voL vi. 

p. 2 1:?. 
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of ranking of the nobility of Scotland by a special commission in l GOG , 

according to which th e uobles were afterwards 1W1uircd to take their place.'! 

iu }•arli;~ment. Among the curb Sutherland was ranked the six th , and 

Caithness tl1e fourteenth. The five earl s !Jlaccd Lcfore the Earl of Suther

land were Anguc;, Argyll, Crawford, Enol\, aml Marischal. These earls 

were not ranked according to the d.lt es of their respective creations, sowe of 

'd1ich were long posterior to the creation of the Earl of Sutherland. It 

dates back to aLout l ~35, in the reign of King Alexander the Second, w},i]e 

Angus, the earliest of tl1e fi ve, dates only from King Hobert the Bruce. It 

was, however, left open to any peer who thought himself aggrieve•\ to han) 

l1is claim decided Ly the proper leg:1l court,1 and at a later period in the 

h btory of the Sutherland family this wa::; done. 

About 15!l7 the carl entertaiued the inteution of goi ng aLroad fur n 

time, and before the meeting ofparli :1meut just referred to obtained a written 

l'crmission from th e kiug and counci l for hirnself aml three land._·d lllcn with 

him to go to }'ranee, Fbmlers, aud any other places LeyonJ sea.2 I h•, !low

ever, postponeJ his dcp:1rture until July 1598, as he attcmh•d a liH.:et ing 11f 

the com·ention of estates at Edinbmgh in the eml of the previous muutl1, 

where ~fonday was appointed a weekly holiday throughout Scotl.111ll.3 ]:,.rlllt.l 

going he also signed a bond giving cau tion in ~0,000 mcrks, for w\,icb ui1w 

landed men in the north were his sureties, tlwt good rule :lltll ord er wou ld \.e 

maintained in his domains.4 He left the management of tbe estates duri11g 

l1i s aLsence in the hands of his mother, L:-tdy Jane Gordon, Cuuutess of 

Sntherland, and "·as abro:1d for more than two years, returning in SeJ•tclllkr 

1 GOO. His oLject in thus travelling on the Continent was, acconling to Sir 
1 Register of the l'rivy Council , vol. \'li. 

p. ~IS. 
2 ::!ath October 15!J7. Yul. ii. of thi3 

work. p. 10. 

3 Acts of t he Parli:l.ment3 of :-; l'o tb"'l, 
vol. iv. pp. 15S-160 ; Itcgister uf th e l'll\·y 
Council, vol. v. p. 4G::!. 

~ f bi.{. p. 746. 
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Hobert Gordon, not merely his own recreation, but the acquisition of such 

knowledge and experience as wo!J]J fit him for being of greater service to hi~ 

king and conntry.1 

Soon after his return, .John, Earl of Sutherland, married the Honourable 

Agnes (or Anne) Elphinstoue, the eldest daughter of .Alexander, fourth Lord 

Elphinstone, then ).faster of Elphinstoue and lord high treasurer 11f Scotland. 

The marriage took place on l st February l GO l, and on the same occasion 

her next sister, Jean, was warried to Arthur, ninth Lord Forbes. So 

important were the nup tials considered, th~t Lent, which should have begun 

on the 5th of that month, was postponed to allow them to take place at 

Edinburgh, \\·here they were graced by the presence of King James, his 

queen, and the most part of the nobility.2 

The earl's prospects of becoming a statesman were hindered by a some

what delicate constitution, aud also by the removal of the court from Edin

burgh to London within a short period after his marriage, and before lte had 

time to put his designs in opemtion. "'ith all the vigour, howeYer, that 

he could command he applied himself to develop his estates and benetit his 

people. The coal-pits at Brora were opened during hi5 time, and kept going 

by him, and at the sam e place salt-pans were erected and salt made, which 

. was in demand not only in Sutherland and the neighbouring country, but 

also for exportation. He diYerted tlte riYer Loth, to make its course more 

direct from the hill to the sea. In this Glen of Loth the earl and his 

retinue on one occasion had a narrow escape from being overwhelmed and 

perisl{ing in a snow storm. On l~th February lGO~, the morning being 

fine, the earl set out for his house at Kilieirnan, in Strathullie, the road 

to which lay through this glen. The ground was already deep in snow, and 

just as they got among the hills another blinding storm overtook them. 

l Genealogy, Pi'· ~36·23(). ! Birrcl's Dias"Y, p. 48; Genealogy, p. 240. 
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Tho~e wl10 kept t ogeth er, ami r efr ::dned from driuk iug "nqun.v itil"," w!. icb, 

sa) :> Sir l~ooett , " hnppPne'l by chance to be t hrre," mnnagell to we:• tb1r 

t he !o torm ; out tlm~e of the ca rl's retainer~, i nelucli ug Donald ~rackean, l1i-> 

h•upr r, }•l· r i ~ J. e u in the snow, while others would h ave shared the sam~ 

f.tt t', lutd not their comralles carri ed th em upon their :::houlders.1 Aoou t 

tb i'l tillll', foll owing upon nn orJcr by the govern meut for the holdin~ of 

muste rs and weaponshaws among the highlanders, which had been n eglected, 

a dcmnnd \vas mnde by King J ames for a l eYy of h ighlnnde rs t o a~sis t 

Queeu E liznbeth in snoduing a n :bell ion which had broken out in l n:hml. 

E :1.ch of the great highland lamlowners was r cqnired to send so many lll l' ll, 

UIHl the number demandcJ. fro m the E :1.rl of Sutherland nnd :;\Iackay coll

juin~ly \ras one hnndrell. Capta ins and offire rs were to be appointed, a t.d 

powC'I's ' rere gh·en to compel the men to enlist.2 

In 1 GO 1 th e c.nl obtained a crown charter of his earldo m aml oth·· r pos

st:s..; iuns fro m K ing J ames the Sixth, and the gran t is of consi ·l erable 

iml>Oi"t.lnce in several r espects. By it the earl entailed the S uthcrla11•l 

c.., tat es and earldom, fai ling h eirs-male of hi s marriage with .\ nne 

E ll'l •i u; tone, nnd other law ful h eirs-male of his own bod y, upon n obrrt 

Gor,Jon, his elder brother-german, and the heirs-male of his body, and f.:ili n~ 

these upon .Alexander, his younger brother-german, and the heirs-male of his 

body. Failing the earl's brothers and their issue the estates were entailrd 

npnn Adam Gordon, son of Geo rge, ~Iarquis of Huntly, at}d his h eirs-male 

wl10msoever. By this charter also the king recognised and confi rmed tl1e 

erect ion of the earldom of Sutherland by King David the Second into a 

regality, and of new erected not only the ancient earldom, but also all the 

lan1ls now granted into an entire and free regality, with free chapel anJ 

cbnncery. He also created tl1e Inver of Brora into a free burgh of barony 

1 Ge ne:.logy, pp. 237, 246, 2.~2. % Register of the Privy Council, • ol. \-i. p. 34 3. 
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a11<l rega1i ty, to be called I ~TEr:nr.o l:.\ , with all t he priri lezes uf such 

hmghs, power of holLling courts, and a \reck ly mnrkr:t on Sattmlays, UJH l 

of keepi11g four fai rs in thr year, e:wh of forty-eight hours' duration. 

Fnrther, he annexed aml erected aH the fc n-hmh of the sec of Caitlmcss, 

wldch, Ly act of parli alllent, were now held of the Crown, together with 

the other possessions of the carl, into a seJ>aratc and distinct sherill!.lom to 

be called the sheri fl\ lom of Sutherlallll, appoint ing the }~arls of Sutherland 

hereditary sheri ffs and coronators of the sherifl"dom, and InYerbrora was 

constitnt rd th e chief burgl t of tl te sbirc. AU \\'CI'P to be held by the Earl of 

Sutherland and his successors of tbc Crom1, ],]cl!rh, for payment of a pair 

of gilt spurs at mid-summer, if askctl, the holding being changed from tlmt 

of ward and reli ef.! 

J:y this charter a considerable modification was mad e in the extent of 

the shire of Sutherland, and, what was of more importance, the carl now 

secured full judicial control over all his estates, including the lands he owned 

in the county of Caithness. To the Earl of Caithness this arrangement was 

far from acceptable, and though the real relations between the two earls 

were at no time sincerely fri endly, the Earl of Sutberland was generous 

enough to perceiYc this, and to make over to Caithness all the remain ing 

feu -lands he belJ in that county, along with his rights of shcriffship over 

these lands. A large part of the hn<ls in Caithness, as mentioned in the 

previous memoir, had already been made onr to Caithness by Earl Alex

ander in exchange for Strathullie. 

During the Earl of Sutherland'.~ absence on the Continent, Sir Tiobert 

Gordon relates that the Earl of Caithness stirred up hostilities. Pretending 

a desire to hunt. with his household in Dnrn ess, he sought and obtained 

permission from ::\hckay, in name of the Earl of Sutherland, to do so. Eut 

1 Dated 20th April 1601. Original charter in SnthcrJan,l Charter-ches t. 
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----------------------
wh••n ).f acby fuunJ that Caitl.r1ess was ruu ::. tering a large force of his 

llwn wi th wl rich to illYaJc Suth~J-laud , h e as~emult:d hi:; fricuJ~ and fol

I·•Wt·r~ tv re.<i.;t them; and IJJattcr.s were in this p osture when the Earl of 

Sutl~e.!r ia11d returnell. The Earl of Caithucss refrained for the ti111e; but in 

Ju ly l G0 1, after the ohtaiuin~ of the charter referretl to, as that carl still 

prvclaitneLl l ri ~; Jetcrmimtiou to hunt on his neighbour's lantls at ]Jleasurl.', 

the Lu l of Sutherland, supported by :\laeby :md also uy the :\Iunro:;, 

prep::t rl.'tl to inYaLlc Caithness. Ap'[.·n rently beforcltauJ in his preparations, 

l'aitl!llc.ss entered SutherLmLl with his army as far as Deu Griam , "·Lere he 

l'llCOUntcreJ the forc es of the E:ul of Sutherland, but uefore fi6hting beg:l.ll 

he seui messengers to exphlin that his demonstr.1.tiou was maLle merely fur 

the purposP of countcmclill::; :'.lackny's "brags and uuasts," and to offer tltl~ 

J:a rl of Sutherland pennissi•)ll to enter Caithness twice as far as he h :~· I 

innlletl Suthe rland, if he wbhcd. I u reply, the E arl of Sutherland g:L\ e 

lt im t ill next 1Uorning to leaYc the count ry or sustain battle; aud the retreat 

of Caitl!lle:::s averted Lloou;;heJ.1 

I n 1\oveml.Jer 1 G04 the two earls met at Dunrvhin, when it was arrango.:· l 

that tl1e E arl of Sutht:rland should sell t o Caitlme~s all the clturc:h htu tb 

lr c possessed \Yit!Jin the county of Caitlmcss, the price being 1ixctl at fvrty 

thousand mcrks, " ·hieh \Ycre t o be paid on or before 11 th .:\ fay folluwi n::;. 

Tlus sum was duly paiJ; uut as it was considered that the contra.ct requiretl 

alteration in sevcr.1l points, a new agrcclllE:llt was ente:rcd iuto at El.,:i n 

on 30th A pril I G05. The lands soU were those of Stambuster, kdf d 

llrymn~es, F orss wit h the mill, Baillie, Lythmoi r, Ow ist, D oraric, .:\lyr ro.: 

micha:lis, Scrabster " ·ith its cast le and per ti.ncnts, auJ others. The Earl oi 

Sutherland came under ouli~ation t o complete h is own tit le to al l these 

lands, and th en eom·ey them to Caitlmess, to \Yhom he gaYe a bond, in \vltidt 

1 Gene:Uogy, pp. 240-243. 
VOL. I. 
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he, his fa ther-in-law, ~\.lexanrl c r, LorLl Elphinslone, and t\Yo other per.~olls 

were ol.Jligcd to h:wc n 11 coHchttletl Ly a fixed day, nuder t he penalty of 

~ 0,000 merks. Th e earl haJ aln:ady, in lGOl, been sen·ecl heir to his fnth L:r 

in the feu-lands of Caithness,1 Lut he was a;;nin retou red thercin,2 and 

delirered the necessary deed:> on 11th Kon:mber 1G05, which was 1eforc the 

day appointed. lr is bond shouhl then l1aw 1een rdumeJ to him, but Caith

ness retained it for years; am! though, in 1 G 11, tht: Earl of Suthednml com 

menced a process 1.:fore the lorJs of session to obtain its delivery, and went 

t hrough all the forms, even to caption, ·to euforc:c their lon1ships' decrEe, 

he failed to obt:1in it. Jt wn'5 only in 1 G 16, aftf'r the Earl of Suthcrlnnd's 

death, that a di:;charge was granted by Caithnes:> and his son, the ::uaster of 

Herrieuale, to the earl's son anLl successor, acknmvlcdging that the bond in 

quest ion bad been fulfill ed in all its pnrt:;.3 

The reaso n of this was doubtless, as alrca(1y remarked, the undercurrent 

of hostilit.y which, notwithstandiiJg the:><! concess ions on SutlJcr!anu's par t, 

Caithness maintained towards h im. Sir Tiobert Gon1on says that Cnitlmess, 

in July 160i, attempted to r enew his exploit of 1601 of hunting without 

permission in Sutl1erland. But this th e earl promptly storped, and was aided 

by his brother-in-l aw, Hu~h ~Iackny of Farr. Huntly prevailed upon the 

t wo earls a little later to meet at Elgin, and come to tenus of peace, and t l1is 

they did, but, according to Sir I:olJcrt, the E arl of Sutherland was surported 

there so strongly by the Frasers, the lJunbars, the 11ackenzies, th e 

?lfunros, the ~Iackintosh es, and others, that Caithness vms quite put out of 

countenance and would never again condescend to meet with his neighbour 

earl in a similar way.4 

Sir r:obert narrates at the same ti me how this Earl of Caithness tri ed to 

1 Gene:Jogy, p. ~ 43. 2 2:?,t July 1G05. Abl·rc\·iate of Rt> t ours, Caithness, ~o. 6. 
3 Original documents in Sutherland Charter-chest. 1 Genealogy, pp. ::!5o, ~53 . 
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•·tnulatc tl1c c0w.lnct of l Ltnuu, ki 11g of Am mon, to the messengers of D,w id, 

l; !n~ of br~d. ;-i uuJc uf the E.tr! of Orkuey's servau ts 'rere oLiigcd tLrvugh 

str·: -;s l) f w.::1thr r to take rdu;;c ou tL.e Cai tlmess coast , and were brou:,;ht to 

t ltl• c:1rl, wh u hr.;t maLlc thew Llnwk, anJ th en shayed on e s iJe of t hei r l1cad:; 

atlll one SillC of their ucanl.', f,m.:iug them iu that condition t o go t o sea ag:1i u 

in t hcir Loat, notwi tltstaurlin;; tLat t he tell1}•CSt h~d not abated. The men 

succcedl'Ll in gaining their own shores in safety, but Orkney resented the 

out rage committed on his se:rYan t:s, aucl Lrought an act ion at la w against 

Caitlmcss. l'atrick, E arl of Orkn ey, at thi s t ime was on terms of great 

fr ienLhhip with the E arl of S ut herland, who, with Lis brother, the historian, 

had l ' ~1iLl him a Yisi t ill Augu:S t 1 G O ~, at Birsay alll1 Kirkw~ll, being cou

n~ycd thi ther in the E arl of Ork ney's W:l r:;hip, c~ll e d the "Dunkirk," and 

~jl·'ndi ug a fort night very vleasan t ly in the i::;lands. Earl I'a trick lCt urncd 

t he visit a t D nnroLin iu lG O!, an d was honourably entertained. D urin;; 

his stay a son w~s bavtizcJ t o the Earl of Sutherland, ~nd n~med rat rick, 

in ltouotu of the v isitor, >\'ho stood as t he child's godfatlter.1 This secws to 

h~ \·c Lcen t he earl's eldest son, but h e died in iniaucy. A bout t wo year:; 

la ter, wlteu the Earl of Ork ney was suwruoned Lefore parli~mcut to answer 

to a ch:-Lrge of t reason, th e E arl of Sutlter!~nJ attended ill E Ll inburglt from 

~Iay to J uly, J!robably in the interest of Orkney, t he proceedings against 

\\'hOffi Were eventually quash eLl by tlJ,~ k ing ~S Uei ug friYOlOUS.z 111 t JtiS ye~r, 

1 GOG, on account of " some vari allce an d contraversie" l•etwecn the E a rls of 

Sutherland and Caithness, both were ordained l!y t he council, unde r va in of re

Lellion, to subscri be, within twe lve hours after being charged so to do, sucl1 form 

of assurance as should be presented to them, to endure till 1st A u;;nst l GOi.3 

I Genealogy, pp. ~ -15, ~5:.!. 
2 A ct~ of t he Parliame nt s of Scotland, 'I"Ol. iv. pp. ~i S, 27 !>, 3!>6. 
3 Regis ter of the Privy Counc il, vol. vii. p. 233. 
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His hertlt h failing ltim, rtud ueing rt1lviscJ to go to foreign pm·ts for its 

impro\·emeut, tlw Ertrl of Suthr rl allll, in Jmw 1G08, ol.Jt:1ined licence from 

tl1e king rtnd counci l to rtbsent himself from tile country for three yertrs. Jl e 

lliclnot, however, avrtil himself of this permission, but for the smne rertsou he 

oht:1in ed rt similrtr permit in J anmry 1 G 11. The royal letter represents the 

earl as ueiug "mbiect to din~rse discassis anLl infinniteis of bouy, and thrtt 

for the recovcrie of his helth he i:; rtdvisit to rcprti r to foreyne countreyis," 

allll allows hi tn to go to \l'hatsoe,·er prtrts beyond sea he plertses.1 H e took 

rtdmntage of thi s permit, rtncl remaiued abrortLl for over two years, chiefly in 

Fmnce, returning home rtgnin in ::Uny 1 G 13. Sir Hobert strttes that he 

t ravelled into Frrt nce, Flanders, and Engbnd for his pleasure and recreation.2 

P erhaps on the former occasion of receiving the licence to go abroad, the 

ertrl wrts delayed by a srtuguinrtry frrty \l·hich took place in D ornoch on 

1st July lGOS, in which t\\'o ruini:;tcrs of the Mrne of P:lpe, brothers, were 

nertrly L.illeLl, aud a tl1ir,J bro:,ltL'r, n lawyer, actually slain.3 Complai nt 

lt rtving l.Jeen mrtcle to the prh-y co11ncil, the earl, l.Joth as lancUord aud as 

,iuLlge of the country, was, on 14t1t July, charged to present the perpetrators 

uf this ontmge before the council, on pain of r c:belliou. l\Iackay of Farr 

\rrtS also clwrge.d to the same eff.oct as n landlorJ. The culprits, howeve1·, 

ba\ing mrtde gooJ their escape from the country, were not to be found; and 

for failure to ol.Jey their commands, the counci l in September ordered the 

Earl of Sutherland anJ :\Iacby to be denou nced rebels. As iu No,·ellluer 

the culprits "~> ere sti ll at large, the counci l gmnted commissions to the Earl 

of Sutherland aud )lackay \Yithi n Sutherbml, to the Earl of Caithness 

within Caithness, and to t he authorities of n oss aud of Cromartie respec

t ively, to make search for the offenders, try them and aLlmiuister justice upon 

tl1em, but no11e of them were taken. On uthe r occa~ions also in the inter-

1 \ . ol. ii. of this work, pp. l '2, 13. :! GenPalngy, p. ~;'S. 3 Ibid. p. '257. 
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w11in~ years the e~ul wa;; r£>quircd by the council to search for and :q.pr0-

lwll• l fu:..;itiv e'> fro111 jnstic0 wh(l were snpposctl to be lurking in hi,; couutry.l 

llmiu~: th r L"arl's al•scnco in l'rancc a fr£>sh and serious outl.ncak occnnerl 

h•tween SnthPrhn.J aml C:lit hn~ss, inYoh·ing uloocbhcd and subscrplcnt lt:gal 

] ll\1Cecdin~s ucforc th e l'(IUllcil. The e:\ciling cause was one .\rthur Smith, a 

c"i ner of false woney, who, in 1 59~1, having fleLl from Bauff into Sntherlall!l 

lo escape justice, ' ':as arres teLl th ere by the Countess of SnthcrhnJ, and 

halllleLl oYer to the anthoritie:;. He was condc1nned to death at Ediulmr~h 

for crimes confessed uy himself. He appears to hase been a Cllllllill6 :lllll 

rare artificer, as during his imprisouJHeut he made a lock of SlH.:h intrica te 

workmanship that nothing like it haJ eYer been seen. This \r::ts prcseutetl 

to }~ing James, and was the meaus of procming ]Iilll, first a re.~p it (\ arHl 

afte rwards his liberty. Passing into Caithne:'3s, this m::m was takl' l! i~tto 

service by George, Earl of Caithness, who kept l1im for sen·n or l'i . ..! ht 

years, proYidiug him e. suutcrranen.n challlber under Castle Sincl,ti r, tu which 

there was a secret p:1ssage from the carl's bedchamber, awl uu one cl-;o 

had access. In course of time the whole of the surroundin~ con ntry wa:-~ 

discovered to be filled with spurious coin, both gold and sih cr. Sir n.>ur.:rt 

GoJ\lon, broth~r of the Eat! of SntherlanJ, who had been left in cli;Lr;..:c 

du ring the earl's absence, complained to the king, and obtained a warral!t 

for the arrest of Smith. Being unaule to execnte it himself, he pL1ced the 

commission in tl1e hands of his nephew, Donald illackn.y, and Jolin Gurdon, 

yon~1ger of Embo, who, mth a company of men,. went in ::\lay 1612 to 

Thurso, where Smith had a house, and seized him. Some of the friends of 

the }~arl of Caithness endeavoured to rescue him, but to aYpid thi.> SuJith':i 

eaptors slew him, and also, in self-defence, seYerol of his woul d-be rescuers. 

Immediately cross-summonses were issued for legal procc.::ses uctwetn 
1 R egiste r of the Privy Cou nci l, \'o l. vi ii. pp. !:!(), I GI , JG(), :.:;:; ~. -1:3. 
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Caitl}tle~S, Suthcrlaucl, aml ::>.Iacby, the last Iwm ecJ having :1. SJ•CCial com

plaint a;.;a inst CaiLllll b3 fur md~n,fully seiz iug ailll iu1pri:souiug one of his 

scn·ants in Castle Si11dair, a nd kPcping him th ere in iruus fur seven weeks . 

At the king's desire, lwwen; r, the matter was made one of fri eudly arLitration 

Lcfore the lords of coun ci l, and parties, strongly accomp:mied, cawe to Edin

burgh for that purpose. After sume di!llcultj', all 1,art ics were i lllluecd t o 

submit to this ruode of settl in;; their difli: rcnces,1 and althou.:;h l•oth Caith

ness aml the others haJ been Lonml over Ly the council to keep the peace, 

th ey die] not h~ave E LlinLur<:;h before a welee bad tal:en pl ace on the High 

Street, though fortuuatcly without serious result. The awanl of the arbiters 

was to Le dedared in ~fay 1 Gl3, auJ parties were summoned to at teu d at 

E,\iul•urgh at that date. 

The council, however, failed to decide the question, and ordereJ the par

ti es to make a n ew subrniss iou, Il'fcrriiJg it to the ).farquis of H uutly; but 

lte, in turn, seeing little hope of success, shifted it Lack upon the counci l. 

Caithness then threateued to take reLlress iuto his ow11 h:mds, and in Oc:touer 

1G13, assembling his men, h e marclteJ for SutherhuJ, carrying cannon from 

Girnigo in his train. The E~rl of SutberlarHl, ai,l r d Ly Mackay anJ others, 

massed his forces on the heigh ts of Stratlmll ie, but a battle was anr ted by 

ti1e wise couusels of the fri enus of Caitlmcs~ , who ad \·i ,eLl liim not to l1azarcl 

a fight, Lut await llic council's decision. Sir n obert Gordon, by his influence 

at court, ultimately secureLl a royal ren1issiou for the slau~htcrs made at 

Thurso, and so ended the affair.2 

W ith his brother-in-law, Hugh ).Iackay of Farr, the Earl of Sutherland 

ruaiutaiued constant fri endly relations, and receivecl l1is continued and ardent 

support. The Earl, in 1 GOO, along with Ar lhnr, :Jiaste r · of Forbes, 

1 \ ·ol. iii. of this work, pp. I S:>-1 Si ; Pitcairn's Criruin:J.l Tri:J.Is, ..-ol. iii. p. ~31 ; Register of 

the P rivy Council, Yol. ix. l'l'· 3:33, 40!:1. ~ Genealogy, 1'1'· :!19 - ~!)G. 
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}.,·came surety tu the council tli::tt ::\Iackay a11Ll his men "·ould keep U )\~ 

h !n;.:·~ peact', a1ul redress injuries, confonn to tl1e laws. Jn tl te sa111C yt'a r 

r,._. :;rant l'd a cltarter of alicnatiun aJ;J sale to Ilugh i~Iackay of Parr, in lifl.' 

rcut, Ull(l l Juuahl ::\Iaekay, l1i s SL<I I, iu fee, of all the bnJs and barony of Fat r, 

and al::;o by anollwr chartt.:r coufirmL"J to thern the l::tnJs of Droneach, l> ilrit , 

Cattach, aiHl the island of Stroma. Aflcr his O\\"ll iufeftrneut by the Crown 

in Strathnaver in 1605, the carl renewed his gr<tllt to tlw ::\Iackays in the 

full owing year, but some qne;;t ions were allowed to re1uain over at that tiu1e 

fur future settl ement, respect ing the marches between Suthel"lnnJ aml SLrath

Jla Yer. These were amicahly settl eLl ,,. hen, in A]•ril 1613, the carl, his twu 

bruther:;, and his two nephews, Douahl and John Mackay, accomp:micJ by a 

number of Sutherland gent lt'meii, paid n. visit to his fathcr-in-Llw, Lord 

Elphiu-;toue, at the ca:stlc of Kil dnuHmy, in ::\Iar. Submission was m:ule tn 

the arbitration of fom frit.: uds, LorJ Elphiustouc, J.orcl Furbes, Si1· J:obert 

Gurduu, and ::.Ir. l~ubert Forbes of ::.renie, allll au arrangement e11\:ctctl, wltt' ll 

tho carl at this time made over Durness to his brother-in-law and ne~:>hews , 

a:; a fee for their service t o the house of Suthcrlanu, it Leing stipulated thn.L 

it should always remain with the chief of the ::.Iacka.ys, and not be Lli ~ 

poncd by him, even to a brother. Sir Jlobcrt says the close fri cnch,hip (I[ 

::\Iackay with Sutherlnud was a sore thorn to Caithness, anJ that he attcmptcll 

in varions ways to sever them, bnt could not succecu. 1 

I u connection with Strathnaver it may be mentioned th.at in 1601 George, 

l\Iarquis of Huntly, confirmed to J ohn, Earl of Sutherland, the agreCIIl L'l lL 

maue with his father, Earl .Alexander, in 1583 , whereby they exchnngeu the 

Janus of Aboyne for the superiority of Strathnaver, anJ IIuutly furtht' r 

promiseJ never to oppose this arrangement in any way.2 

1 Original charters, etc , in Snther!J.nd 
Chart~r-cLest. Genealogy, pp. 296, 299. 

z Copy oblig:-.tion , d:-.tctl 2Hh s ~ pt,• ruhc r 

1601, in Sutherland Charter-cL~st . 
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Another of his ueigltbour;;, \rith whom his fa ther's re1at iom at the tim~J 

of his death were uHsa tidactory, \\·as by thi s earl won back to be a fast 

fri eml of the family. This was George l!oss of ]~alnagown, who seems 

fooli shly to have gifted away his estate~, as is narrated in the previou., 

memoir. H e and the earl met at D ornoch in Feuruary 1 :J~ i -8, and arranget l 

that the marriage of r>,1vid 1loss, apparent of .Daluagown, and Lady ::\[ary 

Gonl.ou, the earl's sister, who were contracted to each otlter in 1383, shoultl 

take J:llace ut.:fore 11th Xovem'uer following, her dowry to ue, as formerly 

arranged, four thous:l!ld merks. To presene amity, ailllJJromote tltc Ftantl

ing of the patrimony of Balnago wn in tlte name of J:oss, the Earl of 

SutherlauLl agreed to resign \Yitatcver rigltts "·ere acquired by his fath er in 

the lands of Balnago'\m, in fasour of na,·id lloss allll the lteirs-male of tltis 

marriage, whom failing, the other lteirs-male of the uody of D avid, whom 

failing, the heirs-male of the said Geor::;e Hoss, whose liferent was reserYetl. 

In the event of there being no such heirs-male, it was agreed that 

~Iackay of Fan, .Angus ::\Iurmy, citizen in D ornoch, Hugh Gordon of 

Dallalone, .Alexander GurLlon of Cillerhall, .T ohn Gonlou of Gol spictower, and 

Jolm Gordon of Kilcolmkill, on the ! 'ai-t of the E arl of Sutherbncl, and George 

Sinclair of :\I cy, Alexa11der Ross in Invercharron, H u:;h Hoss of Tallie, 

Nicolas Boss of Pitcalzcan, .Alexander Boss, portioner of \Veste r Ganic, antl 

:Mr. John Ross, parson of Logy, on the part of George Boss, should meet at 

Dornoch, on the last day of 1\ o\'Cmber wlten the occasion_ rel]_uired it, to 

choose an heir-male for Balnagown. bearing the name aml arms of Boss. Tl te 

parties named were empowered to fill up any vacancy caused in their number 

by J eath, and to choose an oYersm:J.n, by whose decision the priucipal parties 

to this a:;reement pledged tbemsclYes to auide. 1 A year or two later the earl. 

was present at the making of a contract of marriage between Hu;:;h, the son 

1 Original contract, daten 21st Febmary 15Gi -8, in Sutherbnd Charter-chest. 
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aiHl .app:trcn L hei r of ll u~h noss of Tollic, and Marg~net GnrJon, SCCOllll 

d:ltl:_:htr r of ,T olm Gordon of Gob]'ictower, aml wi•.low uf Julm Siacbir, 

•q•}•:trc~Il uf l> iun, v;hich aho took }JLec nt Dornoch.1 

Out c•f his Sutlwrlawl estates tlic ca rl, dnring his time, granted a 

consiJcr:tul c n um ber of wndsets. He seems from t ime to time to have been 

sL•mcwhat pressed for wan t of money- a common complaint in those days

and Sir noLcrt notes umler the year 1 GOD that "about this tyme the inhaLi

t:lnts of Southerland did she\·; ther cxcciJing great loYe tow:~rd3 Earle Jollll 

in gi,·ciJJg him a generall support of money in regaird of his neidful l imploy· 

lllen ts and weighty dfair.:;, both :~t !toine and abroaJ, 'lr!Jicb they did so will

iu~l ie pcr fon ne (althougl1 it. Jj,l extend to the tenth part of their frie gouth), 

tl1at none in all the cuntrcy, of what degrie soever, wolJ be exemcd ; which 

voluntaric gooJ \Yi!l of h is cuntriemcn, t he E arle of Southerland d iu requyle 

with all h.-yndncs '110ll C\'cry fiCcasion." Sir n oLcr t also notes under this 

year the tli s~CoYery of " a rock of bastanl l.·y ml of cristall . , • in the huru of 

Golspic, harLl by the Glen of Doumobin." 2 

Through the influence of Sir Robert Gordon, who was much a.t court, the 

Earl of Sutherland obtained , in 1 G 1 :? , from Ludo vick, D uke of Lennox, 

hi~h admiral of Scotland , an heritable gift of atlmiral ty wi thi n t he diocese 

o.f Caithness, tho profits to Le accoun ted for to the duke and his hcirs.3 

Some years rreviously, as Si r n obert records, fou r teen h uge 1\·halcs, SOll lC 

of them ninety feeL in length, were stranded on the shore n0ar D ornoch, 

anrl appropriated by the inhabit ant:>; al so two large ships were uri \·cn 

ashore and wrecked, the one, full of Norwegian tim bcr, at r ncs, and tl te 

other, full of Dutch commodit ies, at Kintradwell, on the coast. uf Sut herbml. 

The sailors of the former were all drowned, but those of the b ttc r, lindiug 

1 Contr:1.et, d:~t ed 2-.?d J une I GO I, in Sutherland Charter-chest. 
2 Genealogy, pp. ~59, ~GO. 3 I bid. p. ::!79. 
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it impossible to save their ship, sohl it to tl1e Earl of Sutherland. Lennox 

laid claim to the s.1lvagc, and also to the \rhales, and :;omc controversy 

ensued, but Sir UobC'rt nrrn att.)S that i t was not main tained, and that the 

duke resigned his interes t in favour of the earl, l1is kinsman.1 

This Earl of Sutherlnnd, notwithst:tnlling the general adoption of the 

principles of the Ticformation throughout Scotland, adhered to the old fai th 

of his family, which was catholic. H e ·was fJ. Ui tc unobtrusive in his rel igion, 

yet he suffered in its l.Jehalf on account of the general odium aroused 

by the popish plots which disturbed the reign of King J ames the Sixth, 

and in ,~·hi c h his neighbour Earls of Hnutly, Angus and Erroll, took a 

more active part. In H O:l the t;encral assembly appointed a minister to 

reside for three months \vith the earl ancl his fa mily to inst ruct them in the 

reformed fnith, r;nd later, in lGOG, at the convention of ministers held at 

Linlithgow, it was ordained that the Earl of Sutherland and his wife and 

mother sJ10uld bc·confincd in Inverness, for receiving the benefit of instruction 

from the ministry there.2 This onlcr docs not seem to h:wc taken effect, and 

for a considcrnLlc time the earl ll"as unmolested. Sir I~obert Gol'Llon indi

cates that the carl's trouLl es on this acl:ount were renewed in 1614, at the 

instigation of the Earl of Caithness, purely with the view of giving annoy

ance. "He moYes the archLishop of St. .Andrews and the clergie of Scotland 

to molest and trouLlc the Earle of So\vthcrland for his religion, surmising 

that he wes a Homan Catholick, ·whereof the bishops diu infoxme his maj estic, 

by whose w-arrand the Earle of So\>thcrland wes afterw-ards w-arded at St .. 

Andrews." s T he earl craved a month's delay from the bishops, promising 

that before th at time he ·would either give them satisfaction, or obey their 

1 Genealogy, p. ~39. 
2 Register of the rrivy Council, vol. vi. p. 47j; 'l'ol. vii. p. :!53 ; Calderwood's History, 

val. vi. p. GOS. 3 Genealogy, p. ~98. 
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Cllllllll :tnd, bnt his retlucst \\·as refused by the high cormnission court, ·which 

then Lon~ rule in matters ecclesiastical. H owever, Sir I:obert Gordou, being 

in fnnnctl hy i1is LrotLer, Sir .Alt:!x.ander, uf t!Je state of matters with tlteir 

J,r ... tht:r, the earl , used !tis per.3on:tl influence with the king, who imrnecl iately 

gr:1ntcd an onler, suspending th:tt for l1 is ward ing for fully two months, or 

uutil 20th ~\pril following. 1 The reasons given hy the king for so doing were 

the state of the earl 's private afl:tirs, and the stormy uature of the weather, 

making it almost impossible for him to travel. Sir Hobert says the post. 

ponement of the earl's wan.ling was till :!Gth August, at v;hich date he did 

L'Htcr Limself iu ward at St. Andrews. If this Le so, he probably received a 

second extension of his time of liberty. H e was only a few days in St. 

Amlrews when the bishops required him, either to suuscribe :-~nll communi

cate, or ward himself in the castle of Edinburgh ; so, seeing no esc:-~pe, he 

yielded to at tend church. They then pressed l1im to commuuicate, but he 

nskell and oLta..inccl lc.:we to reside in Edinburgh, and had his lodgings in 

H olyroodhouse. The Countess of Sutherland and their fami ly aecOlllJJauied 

him, and here his youngest daughter, ~Iary, was born, and here also site 

died, when little over two months old. At Eel in burgh the earl "hauntell the 

preachingis Llaylie as occasione offred," and" subscryvell such articles as wes 

c.lesyred," and having done so, he wrote to his brother, Sir RoLe1t, to 

acqu:tint the king with these facts, and also with his intentiou, if allowed 

to return to his estates, "to haunt th e churche at home," only he begged 

that he should not be urged to receive the communion until the deaLlly 

feud between him and Caithness was settled. When that was doue, he 

promised either to give the ministry satisfaction therein or abide their 

censure. Sir Hobert's application was successful, and, in ~!arch 1 G 15, 

the earl was permitted to return home, on giving caution "wnder paine 

1 Vol. iii. of thid work, p. 158. Dated 31st January JGH. 
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of fyue t honsaud merkis ather to suuscryne allll sucar, or ellis to entir in 

wnird again at :.rert imes uixt." 1 

Dming the warJ.ing of the earl in St. Andrews an(l Edinburgh, the Earl 

of Caithucss was employed to reduce an insurrcct iou in Orkucy made by 

Robert Stewart, natural sou of the E:ul of Orkney. H e succeeded, an1l both 

that earl and his son were executed. After tl1is sen·ice Caithness \ren t to 

court to sue for a re\>tml. His movements and designs were reported by the 

Earl of Sutherland to his brother, Sir l~obert, who was theu aLsent from court 

on aecouut of domestic a111iction. But as the r1uarrels between Sutherland 

and Caithness were at the time sub f udice by the king, and were liable to be 

prejudiced if Caithness were allowed h is own way at court, Sir Robert 

immediately repaired thi ther, aud succeh led in defeating any designs of 

Caithness. That earl came to EJinLurgh from court in January 1615, while 

the Earl of Sutherland was resiLient at H olyrood, and laid an information 

soon n.ftenmrds "ith the privy council that the Earl of Sutherlantl had the 

previous night beset his huuse in order to take his life. For proof h e pro

duced a burgess of the city as his author, but the man denied haviug told 

him any such thing, aml Caithness was reprimanded for his unfounded 

suspicions and rashness iu bringing such charges agaimt no1lcmen.2 

The earl's absence and a se\·ere winter told heavily upon the prosperity 

of Sutherland during that year, aud the earl, after his return, lamented that 

many of his people would have to suffer through famin e anJ want of seed 

corn. H is own great expenses at St. Andrews aud Edinburgh had stopped 

useful works aud improvements which he had commenced in his own 

country, one of which was the reparatio n of the cathedral church of Dornocb. 

"If I haid stayed at hame," he says, " the church of Dornach haid bene weill 

repaired or now, and ruonie gooJ turnes done that never \\'ilbe done in my 

I \ ol ii. of this work, pp. 11 3- 1'20. ~ Gene:1logy, pp. ~G!), 310. 
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n\.;c 11s." He had a zesideuce in Doruoch, and lte tells his brother, Sir 

J:.,l •e rt, th:-1t if he got leave to re~win at home, he and ~Iac1my, aurJ the 

"]1:till genlihm·n of the crJntrey" intended to li\·c there during the coming 

wi!lter, a!11l so" mak the toun udtcr." 1 

Uut that was not to be; and the temper of the high commission court 

was uot furth er t ested in his case. He was seized \dth "a uloodie flux and 

di:-;sent. rie" at l>nnrobin, nnll was connyecl thence to his Louse at Dornoch, 

whPre he died on lith September 1615, in the fortieth year of his age. H e 

''as burictl among hh ancestors at Tlornoch. His character is portrayed by 

tl.c hniHl of his brother, Sir Tiobert, in kindly terms. H e says, Earl J olm 

was exceedingly beloYcll l,y the inhabitants of his country, unto whom he 

haJ Lccn a loving father aud a careful master. H e was nry religious au.! 

gvdly, uot overruled Ly any notable or main vice; endowed with diYers gooll 

parts anJ qualities both of mind a11<l body, well-disposed, awl active in all 

lllannl'r of bodily exercises ; of a comely countenance and personable body; 

fur integrity and upright dealing, so just that no wan, yea, not his greate;;t 

enemies, could touch Lis reputa tion with the least spot of dissimula tion anJ 

deceit. H e was loving, kind and courteous unto all men, if not rather too 

familiar with his own, wbich often breedeth contempt. H e left his home 

o~·e rburdcned with debt, which he was urged to contract, partly by the 

troubles which he haJ sustaine•l for his religion, anJ by the restless ancl 

unruly endea\'Ours of his enemies who. troulJled him with tedious and 

unnecessary suits in law, partly also Ly enterprising some works- salt pans 

at Drora, which, at his great cost., were just finished anu brought to perfect ion 

\\hen he died. H is death in terrupted their working. In his will he left the 

care and government of th e family and his estates to his brother, Sir Robert 

Gordon, tntor of Sutherland, his eldest son being but six-and-a-half years old.2 

1 Y ul. ii. of this work, l'l'· 117 120 ; G euealogy, p. 309. 1 Ibid. p. 313. 
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Of .Agnes ElpLiustoue, countess of John: twelith E arl of Suthcrlauu, 

little is on record. Sir Tiobert says she was a brly of gooJ inclination, 

of a w eek disposition, r.IIll very provi\ient. He ~dtls, tltat uuriug her short 

widowhood she spared a reasonable portion for her children out of het• 

j ointure estate; and repaired the bouse of Craka ig. A letter to her tailor in 

Edinburgh for dressea to h erself and daugltter iu February 1616, a11u his 

account, are preserved at Gordonston.1 She died at Crakaig on 18th Sep

tember 161 i, aged tbirty-six, and was Luritd at lJurnoch. 

T he eltildrcn of John, Earl of Sutherland, aud his countess, were-

1. Patrick, born in 1604-. 
2. Alexander. 
3. RoberL; all three dying in infancy. 
4 . • John, who sueeceue•l n.:; t hirt ~e nth e:tr l, nllf l of whom a memoir follows. 
5. Adam, Loru 15th .i.\Iay 1613. Tu l 631, he entered the S('rvice of Gustarus 

Adolphu.~, king of Sweden, an•l ha• l just been promoted to the rank of 
lieutenant-coluuel, when he was ki lled at the Lattlc of Koruliogcn, 27th 
August 1634. He died unmarried. 

6. George, who was horn after hi.s father's death, on 9 th February I 6 I G. He 
attended the un i\·ersity of St. Anurews. lie received from his brother in 
1639 the t wo da\'orh lands of Dull in wadset, but held them only till 
1642.2 He lctl a company of Sutherla nd men to Keweastle in 1640, ant! 
wrote thence to his uncle, Sir 1~ol.Jert Gordon, on the progress of affairs. 
H e was first captain in Gellcral Leven's regiment in the Scots army in 
Ireland, and rose to be lieutenant-colonel. Tic h:Hl engaged as captain in a 
regirueu t raised loy the Earl of l n ·inc ns the French king"s body guard, but 
obtained leave to delay this se rvice for a year. He married, in I 64 3, Lady 
I~osc iiiacdonnell, daugLter of Randal, first Earl of Antrim, and had a son 
George. 

1 Soci:1l Life in Former D.lys, by Capt:~.in E. Dnnbar Duub:~.r, sccontl series, pp. ;;;, i7. 
Z Ori~iual docuwento iu SutherlauJ Charter-chest. 
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TJ.c Lbuglttcrs wcre-

1. Jane, who lliP.ll in iufancy. 
'' Elizotbdh, w!Jo marrieLI, on 25th FcLruary 1 G 10, J ames Crichton of Fren

dranght. She was mother of the first Yiscouut of frentlraught. 
3. Anne, who marricLI, in December l G::l3, Sir Gilbert l\Ieuzics of Pitfodud;;, 

nnJ hau i5suc. She wc11t abro:lLl in July 1 GJS ou account of her rd igiuu, 
Lut the ship was wrecked on the coast of Holbnu, auJ she pt:ritihed. 

4. Mary, Lorn Ulth No>cmLer 1 G 14, anJ dieu on :.?J FeLruary following. 
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Sm RonEr.T Gonnox OF Gor.DAXSTo::-o, Tutor of J olm, thirteenth Earl of SutlJCrland. 
J ~ril 15 80. Died ltj,jt), 

ON the death of J ohn, twelfth Earl of SutherbnJ, lea,·ing his eJ,Jcst son anti heir 
a ch iJ ,J in the scveut h yea r of his agt', the care an•l control of the earJ,J um of 

SutherlauJ, nnJ of it .;; yt•lll ltful owner, natu rally nttd lcgall:: <levul>e•l upon Sir l:olJer t 
Gordon. IIe, by nature, cJucation . and po.>i tion was atlwirably qualitieJ fur hi.> du ties 
as t utor of Sutherland, and tLc c•• n11 Jent recomrucnJation of all things to his care by 
his l.Jrothcr on hi.'l tl eathJ,~ J, reu.lt reJ the charge a still more sacreJ trust-a tru>t 
which he e.xecnteJ with sul' h fi dl'lity a:; to greatly l.Jcnd it his pupil :1uu the house of 
SuthPrhu~tl, anJ securl) hi~ CI II'D h ,t iug rretlit an•l honour. For the chief e>ent~ of l li ~ 

own life we arc inJel.J ted to the l.Ji o;;rapLical notes Slt l•rlieJ by himself in his "Genealogy 
of the Earb of SutLerl:lnd ." 

The fourth, Lut 8econ•l sun·iving son of Alexand.-r, eleventh Earl of Sutherlaud, 
awl Lady J ane G•)rdon, his count e., g, Sir l:ol.Jert GorJun was born at the castle of 
Dunrol.Jin QU 14 th ::'\lay l.'i30. Hia nnr~e or foster-mot her was Margaret l'l!acHaitlt, 
wirlow of J ohn Gortlon uf Drumnmy, whu lireJ at Culmalie Kirktown. \rith !Ji.-; 

elder brother, J ulm, he attenJeJ, at Dc•rnoch, t he ~c!Ju., J of .i\Ir. William Pape (wh -1 
was afterwartls minibter of Dornuch), until l59 G, anJ two year;; later, at his own 
request, was sent, with hi;; younger Lrother, Alexander, to tlJC university of St. 
Andrews. H ere they remnine,J t~Jr ~ix month3, an•l then went to Edinburgh, the 
university of which tl1ey attem]e,l for three yean 'l'he studies of Si r Hubert were 
privately superintenJed by .Ji r. Willirtm Craig anJ :Jir. John l: ae, both regents in thl) 
university, and to them he renders his dutiful acknowleJgment . ..;. At this university, he 
tells us, he so beha>etl himself a3 to win the love of thtl principal and regents there. 
In 1 GO:l be returned to Sutherlau ,J aut! accompanieJ. his brother, the earl, on his >isit 
to the Earl of Orkney. Takin~ a resolution to travel on the Continent, Sir Robert anti 
his brother, Alexander, obtaineJ a licence from the king anJ council to do so, and to 
remain abroad fur the space of :;even years.l They \I Cre accompauietl by Mr. J ohn 
Gray, afterwards dean of Caithne~, and g••ing through England in to France in t he 
beginning of 1603, made a stay of two month.~ in Paris. Thence' l1e visiteJ Orleans, 
and journeyed by the Loire tu Saumur, where he spent fi ve months, anJ wa.~ 

1 Date•l :!.3th ~by l GO:! . Vol. ii. of th is work, p. 11. 
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f1l'q::rntly in thf' eomp:wy of the lo>:uncu Philip de Mornny, Sieur Du Plessis, an'\ 
!:·•Wruur r.f Samnnr. At PoictieN he remain eLl twelrc ll!OHths, perfceting his stu,lic.; 
in ,i,·il I.Lw, nnd cmplo,: in6 himSL' lf in 1J1,1n ly exert:bes. After seeing other parts of 
t l. 1• l"<lunt ry, he made a ~ta~· of fuur mouths at Uourgcs i11 Berry, then one of six mo~;ths 
11t Pari:;, whence he retnrne<l home through England in October 1 G05. 

In J :muary of the fullowing year he entered the service of King James the Sixth, 
Leing appointed one of the gentlemen of the privy chamber, ami was sent with the 
1 luke of Lennox in 1606 to meet Christian, Ki ng of Denmark, at Gravesend, anu 
king him tu Lon<lon . He ro.'<c rapidly into fwour with King James the Sixth, "·ho 
in l GOG bf' ~t .. wctl upon him the honour of knighthood, aud grantcJ him a yearly 
l '""~iun of £:!00 sterling. On a l'i5it to Sntherlaurl in the foll owing year he was taken 
ill uf a terti.m ague, whi1·h confincJ him to Dunrobin for se\·cutecn weeb, but he 
r(·turncd to his tluties in England in 1 t) l l. 

Il e marriL•tl, at Lowlon, on 1 Gth February 1 G 13, Loui~u, only dau~ht er an•l 
htires.'> of J uhu Gnrdon, Lon! uf Lnngorrncs and Dean of ::)a]i,;lmry. Sbe had Lccn 
!.ruu:;ht up in France with Queen ll enrictta i\Iaria, anu in En~Ltn d ·with the l'rin ('t·s~ 

El izal.cth, allfl wa-; marrie,.J the sccowl Jay after the mnriagc uf that prince~.> to the 
Ekctor Pala tine of the n hine. Sir Hobert's wife "·hen married was of the age uf 
fi ftt:cu years and two wonths. Her father, a son of Alexander Gordon, Li, J.op of 
I ::dloway, and n nq.hew of George, fourth Earl of Huntly, had settle<] in Fr:u:ce, nnd 
I•nrrieu , fir~t, in ].'i 7 G, a noble and rich widow, called An toiLette de lliarruls, with 
"horn be obta inC'll the lordship of Longormes and other lauus. By her he b::d 
~·~vc ral chi ldren, but all of them tlied in infancy, and, she dying in I.i 0 I, he marrit'd 
~t· ·· .. wlly, in 15 9-J,, Genevieve Petaw, daughter of M. de Moylett, first presiJcn t of tl:e 
cou rt of parliament in Brittany, by whom he had this only daughter, Louisa. .lul•n 
G•Jrdon was famous for his erutlition and accomplishments, ant! was r•:calleJ f10111 
Fr:-~nce by King J:-~mes the Sixth in 1603 and made dean of Salisbury. His lady "·ag 

at the same time appointed to a charge about the Princess Elizabeth. 
After his m:-~rri:-~ge, Sir Robert Gordon had his family resitlcnce at Salisl•u ry, anu 

here it appears at this time he first applied himself to the historical studies out uf 
which in lriter years emerged his work on the "Genealogy of the Earls of SutLerlan<l." 
It probably quickened his literary tastes and proclivities that 'IV hen in ;\larch l G 15 he 
accomp:-~nied the king on a visit to Cambridge, the uni\·crsity authorities there made 
him a master of arts. Tie abo aeeompanieu the ki ng to Scotbnd in l G l 7, bringin;; 
his family with him, nnd after remaining in Edinburgh until the court's retu m anJ 

YOL. I. 2 ll 
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dnring the ses~ion of the parli;.tHE'tJt, In~ went t•> ~utltcrland, ,,.h.,re he remained a ~.:on

si•lerable tim e. Durin6 the kiu ~'s vi:;it tltere were frcrpJCnt ~port~ ant! frienuly 
CQnt~~ts at Hulyroo•l b.:twcen tl.c I:n :;Ji..;h aJIIl s~ot ti,Jt courtiers. A pr ile awl a si lver 
armw wt re ofl'ercu f,Jr the be~t Ji,-pby , ,f nrLitl'l'j', ami these wne won l!y Sir Ti obert. 

The death of his f.tth rr-in-law at Sali~bnry, un :>,J Septem ber 161 !l, recalleu Sir 
Tiobert auu his hot\i;e]w],] to England, ""h ithe r he went in ); OY~'lllber of that year. 
By tlti3 en·ut con~i,!erable property both in Engl:ulll awl Frauce un·uln:d nvon him, 
but, as he jwlged it pnulent to gd clear uf p0.<~iulc cutangkmenL~ in France, he went 
there iu Jaunary I G:.?O and ~ol•l the lorJ.,hi p of Longor111 e~ to \'l':dt ,• r St::wart, son uf 
Anthony Stewart of Cl•'rie. After a vi,i t tu tlt e Dud1e~ses of Lennox at AuLigny in 
Berry, he returnetl to Engla uJ in August of that year, an•l afterwards to Scuthtnd, 
·where he was coustraiuetl Ly the cu nucil to h·ad an CX]Jctlitiou intn Caitlme.:;s to reduce 
t he Earl uf Caithnes~ . That e:~rl's cre<litors lw•l sr t th~ l:tw in operat ion against him, 
but he J crideJ all the sunnn,usc;; of the council nwl furtifi P.tl bitmelf in his castle of 

Akergill again:>t the k!ng's forces. .\.t Sir Tiohert's npproach, however, the earl !let! tu 
Orkney, anu all his castles we-re surrcllllcre<l. After Sir I:obcrt's retu rn to J.::nglantl, on 
the death of E~me, four th Duke oi· Lennox, iu 1 G:"l t, he wa.~ appoiutetl one of the 
commissioners on the L PJJt iOX C':state.s, an•l a curator of the youthful Duke, James. 
King James •lieu in tl .. ~ f,l llnwi ng year, Lut Sir I:uLer t w as co11tinueJ in his office as 

gentlem:m onlin:uy of the privy ehamb('r by King Ch ,H I<•s th e Fir~ t. 

Sir l~obert was a warm suppurte r of the Xo1·a Seuti:l. colon isation scheme of Sir 
William .Alex;utder of :'IIenstric, afterwards E·1rl of Stirling. lD return for his contri

bution of 3000 merks Scots he re re ired a charter of 1 G,OiJO ac res of land on the east 
sitle of the bay c.1.1led Port de :Jlouton, erected into a free barony calletl the B.\RO);Y 

OF GoRDO.:-<, and with powers of regality. To people his barony, Sir Tiol,ert agreed 
t o send out a number of settkrs from Suthc rlunJ, well e•1 ui pped with weapuns an <l 
implements, and supplieJ wit.h c.ltlle anti pro 1· i~ iuns. 1 In cunn.:ctiou with th is natioml 
enterprise, Si r Hobert Lad the J i~ tiu ction, on ::! .::i th ~r..y I G:?5, to· be created the first 
knight baronet of Nova Scotia. 

After the passing of the act of reYocation of King Charles the First, Sir n ubert 
was in lG:?G appointed one of the membera of the commL;siou of surrenders conse
quen t upon that act, an• l for se1·eral year~ he scn etl on t his commi~sion, wh ich 
dealt with the church !J.nd~ throughout the kingd om. In this work the earldom uf 

1 Geue:tlogy, p. 3i l ; IIiot. ~t s.•. Cummis.oion'.:~ Sixth I:eport, ApJ'euJix, p. GS!. 
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~utJ 1 rt!:tii .J wn~ ,)in•rtly intc rl'~tr• l , ar11l his !llother wrute to remi nu Lim nf t!Jig, w!Jr n 
1\in;: .1 :1111"~ initiate•! lire m•·a:;nre w·bkh his son carrieJ into eft'ect. 1 In lG:l!'J he was 
~ ·:!!:t'•"l!<'•l tu :-:cotland to ]':I)' the · h -t tlutiL"s to thi;; now Ycncrable Ju;ly, wh u, dying 
.. n li th :\lay :1t l)unrul,in, wa~ ]aiel t •) rest in DornudJ c::ttheJral. Dmiug hrr whole 
lir"·· ~1"' ]..,,] hr!,l f:, , t to her early faith, notwithstan,ling m::~ny trial:> w·l ,irh site !tat! to 

l li<lUI't' Oil that llt'('O lll!t, inclncling wanliu;:: :lllll CXCOJnmunic.ltion. Sir r:ubrrt fre

'l ''~ utly intl'l'Jl•'''''l fllr her rt·lir f, th.-•ug-h lte tli•l not share her religious sympathira. Ire 
' U:l twitt ed f,Jr tl,i:; on one occasion in a letter from T.orJ DerrieJale, who in a P•hl

~<'~'i]•t sap, •· !.at tltir present~ rcucl'n tber my louc to my goocl lady, your mother, an cl 
sh<~w llir boly~hip thnt I myncl shortlie to fpJlo\\. hir in snf'rring for Chri~t hi,; s~tik, 

" bil k (it f,·:HL'~ me) yow 11cwr wyucl t" Jo." 2 I n her tt·stamen t Sir TiuLc· t t was 
nppoirlttcl cxe•:ntur of her la~t wi:ol tc~ . 

Th e ftnH·ral o1JSL'<1Uie;; of h i~ lil"thcr being completed, f\i r T: uucrt rcturn rll to 
J:u ~l:\llc l , hut ha•luot been lo11g there when it e was sent back to pacify the nur th of 
~cu tlau . l, whirlt lta•l l•~:c n thrown into a fi••rce fcrm~:nt by the quarrl'l hdwct'tl thr 
l.tird ~ of t: .. thi .. ·may ami Fretlllraugltt. Huntly having fl'~i~m· •l hi5 sheritl'.Jtip .,f 
l nnrn.·:...~, it wa~ euufc•rretl upon Sir Tiubcrt, wh o, in tL c matt<'r refl'rre tl to, art"] in 
tlli < ··a!'a,·ity. ~]•:titling f.:t)'S th e uf:liec was coufcrrcJ only for one yl'ar, lottt ~ir 

l : ... t.ut s• t·lu;; t,, have hclJ it lon:;cr.3 Irt 1 G:J I, Ul •Oll the tlcp:utnre abroa•lof Jam .. ,., 

11ukl' uf l ..t.·nnox, who w·as hereditary lorJ high chamberlain ::tllll :ul miral nf Scutl:tud, 
~ir l :ulx::rt was app•linteJ by him, w1tlr the kin~'s consent, Yice-eh:unbcrbin of ~··ot

l.mJ. In lti.-; c:Jp::tcity as an oflicer of stat e, Sir Rohert's duty \\'as to attcnJ the kin; 
t•·r;·onally at state functi ons in Scotlantl, antl eonse•lncntly he atten<leJ the CPr<'•It:ltion 
,,f King Cb::trles the First at EJinburgh in 1 G33, anJ e::~rric J the king'il t rain from 
the castle to the abhey of Holyrood, in which sen·icc be \\':l.~ a.::;;bteJ by the cl·bt 
~on~ of fuur earls. Ile also atteude,] the king iu hi;; htcr vi;; it to Scothn•l in 1 ti II. 
Sir I!u1crt's fifth son, Clwrle~, was n::tmed after the kin;;. who actetl a.~ one of hi..; gocl· 
fathrrs on the occasion of his baptism in September 1 G32. ~ 

For fifteen years. from I G 15 to I G30, Sir Tiobert GorJou wa;; tutor of Sutherl:tn<l, 
anJ h:1.u the care and· acti¥e control of the earldom dnring the minority of his nephew, 
J ohn, the thirteenth earl. As his duties at court diu not permi t more th:m occasi•·ual 

1 Yo!. ii. of this work, p. 13-:!. 
2 Lette r, uated :!d October ! G~7. in Suther· 

1:\nd Charter-chest. 
) l!cgister of Royal Letters by the Earl of 

Stirling, vol. L p. 3-;.:;; Spalding's ~Icmoriall • , 
vol. i. p. 21. 

4 !fist. ~I SS . Commission's Sixth Hcpe>rt, 
Appendix, f'P· GS :.', GS3. 
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resitlences in ~utherbn<l, Sir Tiu!,ert oLtaiueJ fwm the king letters to the lortls of 
council ant! se>~ion, requiring them to rl'ganl the interests of the Earl of Sutherland 
in any mat ter.> tha t came bcfprc them al!'t•ct ing l1 ill1, '''JH'r·ially as ou accunut of IIi .; 
ncar cousaugninity to the ki1.g, h•.) ha,J rt:s<J]rcd to l1 a\' l! a special care of his Ct!ucatiun 
anJ estate. ! At the outset ::iir 1 :a be rt v>as con,-i ,h•rably hamperetl by the intrigues of 
his ney,hew, Tloualt.l i\Iackay, who, haYing hceu iutruotetl l•y the late carl Juring l:i .:; 
latter years with a hrge share of authority throughout ~ utl •crbnd, saw that he was now 
likely to be supcrsctle<l. Ha>i n6 no Jau,Je<l iutcrc3t iu SuthL·rl:tllll proper, he purchased 
Golspictowcr anol S1Jm e other hll<l~, an<l l•eroUatlcrl tl tc younger Countess of Sutherlan<l 
to make on:r to hi m all her jointure bnr1> in return for the payment uf an aunuity in 
money. These transactiun3, hrmrver, reqniretl the c on~<c ut of the tutor, a!ll.l he refusPLI 
to ratify them, as on his arrival in Sutherland he k11l Lccn told of several thiu~s whirh 
led him to s-uspect Mackay's intentions. Dy Sir Tiobert's fri cmlly persuasions l\Iacby 
was indnccJ at tl. c time to renouucc these t r:msactions. SJ,ortly afterwards Sir 
l~obert t0ok ~Iack:ly t;ith him to Lomlon, kept !tim at the court for a month, anti 
introducetl him to King J ames the Sixth, who knighted him. On his return to Stratlt
naver, Mackay, regrdtiug his clilllinid!Ct.l. ~~ower, an<l frcttin;; un,ler an ad.ersc dccisi(il! 
in a question of m~rches hetwceu Stratlma>er aud the Sutlwrland estates, went over fur 
a time to the Earl of Caithness, but soon fdl out with him, anJ was obliged to seek a 

reconciliation with Sir HoLcrt. These tlitl"e renrr ~, however, were finally laid asiJe iu 
1 G2:! Ly l\Iackay agreeing to clcft:r all further questions Let ween his house ant.l. that u.f 
Sutherhunl until the earl attained his mnjority.2 

With the Earl of Caithness, as the here llitary foe of the house of Sutherland, Sir 
Robert laid his account for muclJ trouble, and he was not mi~takeu . Eut by a foolish 
act in causing the stackyarJ of Arthur, LorJ Furhe.3, who had succeetlcd to a property 
which Caithn c~s expected to inherit, to be set on ftrc and burned, that earl place•! 
himself so much in hi;; power that he was \ .-illing to make auy termq, so that he miglt t 
escape the vengeance of the law. Sir n obrrt Gonlou took auvantage of this for 
en tering into a new agreement, wherein all by,.:one cau;;es of animosity between the 
two houses were mlltually remitted, ami Caithness with his son, Lord Eerricdalc, 
for thcmsel>cs ant! their heirs, renounce<! all pretence of sheritfship or jurisd iction 
over the Sutherland or StrathnaYer !a!lJs, and any lands now or in future belong
ing to the Earls of Sutherland within the diocese of Cait!JUCtiS, and they prumiscJ 

1 Genealogy, p. 3~~- ~ lb irl. I'P· 3:.!3 -3:26, 333, 347-333, 366, 373. 
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nr rer· from ]lt'nccfurth to e<nit cml with tl1e Earb of Sutherbnd for preceJcncy or 

1.ri .. ri ty l, f place in parli:mH.: nt , but tv keep peace au<l awity wit h them auJ thei r 
t 1 i, · ud~ , awl uut to h:•rh ,Hr fugitire:; from j u~ ti ce, all nuder hcary pecuniary 
1"-'u:dti,·:;. Bt·~iJt::; this they a:;rcc rl to pay to LorJ l'urbe.o; ar: d :.\Iackay ~ 0, 000 merk•, 
:•Ial deli ver up the ac tual iuccllllia rics of t he corn. Caith ness and Sir l:obcrt after
" ar t! s exchangetl cou'l'limeut:u y visi ts at Girnigo and Duurul,in. Sir I:obcrt statt-s 
t !t:-~ t clnring these Lruib he roJc from ~eotlanJ to the Court of England six tiruc3 
wi thi n fift ee n mouths, at gn'at J•a in.s awl expense. 

:Cut tl1c Earl of L'aithnes.s h:vl al>u thr Gur eru mcn t· to J eal with in reference to tl1c 

l>urniug of the corn , aud was obli."e'l a.s a puui~hmeut to make over some part of his 
rt·n·utly acquirl'J church lanJs t0 the bi.::lwp of Caith ness. On doing this he was tu 
It'cc irc a rcm i s~ i rJn . His crcJ itors in E<linlmrgh, howe>er, thinking this their Ol•pur
tuuity, got the rcm i~s i on st•'l'r cJ until Le came to t0rms \Yi th them, :uul they set t it~ 

whole machi nery of the law in operation a!;a.ii tSt hilll. Cuable to p:•y, Caithnc::s wa~ 

l.l tiu.atcly driven to J efy the hw, whid1 occaoioncu the expeJ it ion at;aiust hi1n alrc:vly 
n.f,· rrc, J to, wh~n the carl w:1s dr inn L'llt uf hi.s estates and these put uuJcr the rare uf 
Lon! l~ erril'Llal e in trust fur the creJitorti.1 

~ir lt ubt'r t also rdates some minor difl"crenccs which l1e had Jnrin:; his tutory with 
lite Lairrl uf D utTuil, Cor•lun of EmLo, and others, Lut by tact anJ pcr~everallcc I.e suc
cccdl'U in ~ett ling all in an amicalJle '1\ay. Tic wa;; a1le tu pay uff all the debts ou the 
<·.,tares ldt by the late carl, though no t to redeem the warbets. He di ,-pcn:;c,J j u ~t i ,,e 

~<trictly, anti was ahly 8npportcd in the maintenance of ortler by Lis Lrutha, Si r 
AlexanJer GurJon of Xa>i<lale, who took charge in his absences. Duriiig his tntory the 
Cathedral Church of Dornoch wn.~ repaired, the roof being corcrct! \Yi th slates from a 
uewly J.iscuvereu quarry near Dorn och, and frum the same slate quarry a new ru<>f 
was put on Skibu Castle. Sir E oLert also repaired the church at Gob1·ie, aiHl gt't 
it maJe the parish church inst e<1rl of Cullllalie Kirk ton, which Lad hitbertu helrl that 
position, Gol~pie Leiug more central to t he ·parish and nearer Dunrr)bin. He also 
repaired. the parish churches of Lairg, Luth, and KilJouan, while llr. J ohn Cray, J ean 
uf Caithness, repaire•l that of Clyne at his own expense.~ . 

'When the young Earl of Sutherland at taiued the age of fourteeu years he chose 
as Li.J curators his two maternal uncles, and two others--but the chief cnntrul wa.s 

cuntinueJ in the hands of Sir I:oLert for the next seven years, or until the carl reached 

1 Gcuc::!ogy, pp. 318,231-336, 36!-3S2. 2 I bid. pp. 346, 3Gl, 30(). 
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--------·---------------------
the ngc of twenty-one . At the expiry of that pc:rioJ, iu 1 G:::O, he resigned his tu tory, 
after fift een year~' govcrnwcut of tl1e catldom, and in tltc following yenr he h1ul 
the satbfacti•m t•f 3cein~ >u•·cc~,t\rliy l'<•lu Jd"tcd, a \rurk which haJ rust him great 
h l•om for the last ~cwu y•:ar~ of Li~ tutory, r.an1t'ly, the settliu:; of the Ellrritl'fhip an•l 
regality of Sutherhllltl, th•: di~joiuin.;; it fr·•lll tl:e :;h ire uf Irn·c1 u.:ss, ami erection of tltc 
town of DL)rnoch a;; the lt•·a• l l.ur;;h of ~utherlawl. He had lmt a. year or twn 
preriously obtaincJ from tho: kir;; that lJvrnoch should l•c ma<lc a r .. yaJ burgh. l 

During his tn t0ry Sir l:ubLrt, in tlJC fear tl1at both lte aut! l!i; brotLc·r ~ir 
AlcxanJer might Ji,) before the earl J,~ CaiHC of :lgt>, took the truul•le to write iu 
fnll J~tail his aolvit:es to th ~ youn:; e:.trl concerniug the m:lllagemen t of both his person 
anrl his C3tatcs. These arc cor,taine,J in a small qn:uto l\JS. volume of OYer GO fL)Iiu::, 
wh ich is entitled-" E:i r J: obcrt t:o~,J.-,ne, lti:> Fean1·cell , conteyning ccrt:me vrecept.; 
nnt.l. adwcrti~mcub to his ncpllll'-'. J h(•ll Earle of Suutherlan•l." In his concluding 
remarks he says-" I t ruay be if Gu I ~pare my Jayes awl heal th , that by !.is assistance 
and grace I shall rerf•mnc some of thc~e thing:; l,cfore you r m:,jori tie. lJut si;;iug ther 
is none be;yt.l..s my st:l fe and yuwr ,-ucle, Sir Alex:.llHlc:r, dcsccnJcJ of yowr owne famelie 
to ruauage th.:· afTairt~~ of your he n~c J nring your llL•rwge, I ha we tl1erfur wryteu these 
precepts for yow that incacc Go•l do C:!ll vs tu llim.>df yow ma.y advyse with these 
instructions as if wee were alywe to gin~ yow coun;;ef l." 

So far as a]'pcar;;, howc1·er, this '· l'can rcdl " was ncrer J elivered t o t he yonng 
Earl of SutberlanJ, as it rcmaiueJ in the pos~e>sion uf tLe dcst:endants of Sir I:obct t 
Gordon till the year I S! ;l, 11 h~:n either the ori~inal or a contemporary copy was pre
~entcd by one uf them to the late Dukt of Suthcrhn•l. Sir I:obcrt was spared long 
enough to see most of his J e~igns carri•:J into etfeet, either by himself as tutor, or by 
the earl at his aJvice, and be was al•le pcr.;onally to tl'nu the moulding of the yonng 
ca rl's character into an h0nrJt1rable and robust UJ:wlworl . The entire treatise is priuted 
in another part of thi~ work .~ 

\rith rega rJ to his o\rn hnJs and rstat~, the ftrst of Si r Robert Gordon's posses
sions wa:s the estate of Kinmoni>ie, iu · the pa.ri»h uf Lairg, wh ieh he acquired wit h the 
arljace.nt prope rties of Turuboll, Douhy, and I: hh·e, in wa.J5ct from hi~ Lrother, Earl 
J ohn, in 16 02. After ac•Juirin;- Kinmoni,·ic ~ir I:ohcrt took that territ orial de~igna
tion. I~1ter, in l G12, he acquired from ReiJ of _-\ikculJcad all the right whieh Bishc•p 
Reid of Orkuey ha.d acquired to the lantls uf Strathna>er by the gifts of the bastarJy 

1 Gen~a.lo;y, pp. 3S ~, 40 i, 4~~. 4.3 1. 2 Vol. ii. AppeuJix. 
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r. f II•Jrml•l :'lfark:ly, wldeh that Li-hop hatl rcec iretl from Queen lllnry, an<l he fLirthl'r 
,,1.t:1in•:•l fur l. imo;l'!f from Kin~ J:1 m~R a gift of the non-entry of Strathnaver since tbe 

i ·luth ,,f e iola•l l' J:ei·l. l ie ]•Urcin.;:f<l t.lte hnHI.; of Gol.spictuwcr, in lG~Ll, from J .. !tn 
l ; .. r.!.m ::~t<u his ~on, afterwards of Eutbo, anu gare them as a purtiou to his dauglitcr, 
f ':.tht ·rim\ Si'niiLirly hr. Lungbt tiLe Lmtls of }:ackies and Gol~pid;irkton. J:ut 
l ><·,·au~e all the,e b.nJd were in proximity to Dllluo1,in he re•leemed Gol~pietowcr from 
l<i:l J.mghter awl m:-tdc th em OI'L'l" to his 11epbcw the rarl in I G:~~. In that year 
I J,,nalJ, Lortl He:1y, grantcJ to :'ir P.ul.~ert, his uncle, a mortgage of the bllCls of Farr, 
Turri,Jalc, :-tnd othe rs in f;trat hn:n er; and when, in I G i :?, John, Earl of Snlii rihlld, 
J•Urch:tRc•l all Strathnarer from Lon] l teay, Sir J:oLert renounrc<l in the carl's fav our all 
cl1\ims he haJ upon the :\fackny lantL.l 

In addition to these Janus in SutherlanJ posscssetl at least for a time by Sir n"Lcrt, 
l• e inheriteJ t he po.'lsessions in Fr:mcc, Englan·l, and Scutlan•.l of his father-in-law, J uhn 
C:Prtl•>ll, tlt:an of Sali~l·nry. These wcrr, in Fr:mec, t iLe lorJship of LoT>gornit'R, to "·hiC"h 
rdcrenee bus hl•en ma•.lc alrc::t<ly; in Eughu,], some property alonut Salisbury; mul in 
sl'<•thll<1, the ]omlsh ip of Gkulu re in Gall<)ll':lY. This Ionhhip II:-tJ Lelungc·l t •J 
l ~l\\Tl'nce u .wal uu, abLot 0r eommcud:~.tor of Glcnluce, y onn,e:c~t Lruthcr t•f the <lean 
r·f ~ali;,laury , in wl w5>~ f:wou r it was crertcd loy King .Tall!t'.> the ::iixth intu a t< mp .. ral 
l•·r·!,hip in l G0:?,2 anJ upon his Jcath, in 1 G I 0, wit hont la\1·ful II eirs-rnale (•f I Ii::~ l•ully, 
it p:~.<:.-eJ, nceorali ng to the J estimttiuu in the clwrter, to hi>< next heir-lll::tle, the Je.Lu, 
who di>pune<l it to Sir Robert Goruou, hi~ sou-in-law. 

The pus.,e:~sion of Gleuluce, howenr, c:1.n hardly be saiu ewr to ])ale l•Pen reali-<'<l 
Ly Sir n ob•·rt. On the tlc:~.th of t he cornmentlator coutlicting iut crl'~ t.; immctlia~l'ly 

:H•l>C. The Li,.;hop of Galloway thought. the lonls!Jip necessary for maintaiuiog l>im in 
suitaL!c dignity; while the Gonlons of Lochiuvar, who had formerly ]"•sse:;"etl tl.c 
nLbacy, had a certain reversionary interest, all the more so tlwt the eommcn<latllf whl'n 
ali\·e had expressed a desire that it shouiJ reHt t to that family failiug hcir~- l!lalc of 
himself. 3 George ::\hkcartncy in Argrenan<l, the commentbtur's agent, who atknded 
him during his last days, refers t•J this in a let ter to the dean : "It wes your vmrrnhill 
bruthc ri~ wish that al thoch t it be nocht in his lat ter will that the biru of Locbinwn 

1 Genealogy, pp. 316, 400, 449, 4 7 3, 4 S I, 
~. 0::1 ; \' ol. ii. of this work, p. 131 ; anJ Writs 
in ~utherland Charter -che>t. 

l He,;i; trnm :-Io.~ni Sigilli, vol. vi. X o. 133S. 

3 The comme!lllator left only an illc;;:itim"'te 
son, Alexander Gurdon, He h:!.t1 aho tw•> 

daughters by :-Iary Cunuingh:1.m, his wtfc: 
:-Iar;pre t, who predcceasctl loim, an.! J.wd .. 
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succcd it to the lcvi ng of Glen I net! fal zei n ~ airis m:oill ather <•f him.-cltT or yonr h ·d
sc lt ip in r e~peck fm thame it Cu llH', and [he) kHl mai• l nne fai thfull promc: i:; thairaucut 
::1:1 loe dyuerb tp o.; Pg ~d . cw ll! C, au ,J ;: p,•eialli•) on hi.~ tk iLl!.c-d, !] Uliilk then tnicl,it loi s 
conscience, bot he coul•l norht mellll it ltaifin;; taue Glt·ul nce to hi ~ airi.; 1nail l." 1 

Hence iu •lisposiug of lti :; persunality tl1c t!ying comni•cll •l:l t•J r g:wc tlte laird of Loch
iuvar an int cre~t , ' ' gif his wyli be with Larn c being of t he mail! keynd." ?l l·Cicllau 
of lhmq (Calm:t). whu W:t:l married to an mmt of the co m1new.lator, ru atle i ntL·re~ t to 
h:n- ~ his second so n, J;tmc>, ente rtained at the scho•·b t•nt of the cummcn•htor's estate, 
awl that t he rlean might Lea "father., to him>'rlf, wbich, s:1ys :II::.cart ncy, "he eum
mamlit to be olonc, and Le [I :. tb na] he~ the fir~t lettir wcs IJiaid all intc rlyB it, anJ. my 
lorJ. causit t he wicker anJ. we ~ubSCf)'\IC the samyn, no<" ht kn :m.1nd of D:uncyis fa!:; 
cruftie consaitti~, qul.a. Lefoir the eo;·p i~ we;; LaW." clcu " it l1 wulis past hai, tilie ont 
of the kirb: but .onr &uidnie ltti ~ ; ;m l 8L"nsyne, as I am snrlic informit, is riuuin to 
lllr. J uhn11e Gordoun to gd ane hand ling of Gl• · nlu ~e, haif:t ll< l the iuterlynit lattir 
will and snpplicat iuun thai rin , (lllhai rt hru w he may get the mair crcde: it at ::.\Ir. J ohnnis 
hand. Bot he J id lyk ane J vuLill disccucr, as he wes all hi.> dayis, ami diocewi t Lea tlt 
lllY lord, the wieker anJ me ; anu I l10upe it sail succe itl n:< bettir with hilll nor in 
the rest of all his aetionnes !.ygane. For it wes newer tny lurtli.'l will th n.t ather he 
nor Clarie sou!J haiiT had o11y J.andliug nf his levin;; bc·c •• us !IC wes sa sair Littin wi th 
t bnme befoir." 2 

In t he letters quoted, ant! othrrs, reference is freqn~"nt ly made to the Lishop'a 
endeavours to get possession of the abbary, but so long as it was in the ban ds of a 
churchman he diu not succeed. After the death of the Jean of Salisbury, however, 
he applied to the king, who in:; t ructcJ t he t•r ivy council of Sco tland tv investigate 
Sir Jlobert's right to Glenluec. \\·hen this was fuuml guod anJ. ,·alid, K ing J ames, 
still desirous of adJ.ing that liring to the see of Gallo\\·ay, o!l"c rcu Sir t :oLert £~000 
sterli ng fur it, which r;as aeceptc• l, anll Si r Jl obe rt w.:s permittc•i to retain hi:; right 
thereto until be recei\·eu paymen t or security fur the same. This was in I G:!:!, anJ. in 
1 6:!5 I\i ng J ame:; gran teLl \rarraut for payment of this sum to Sir Hvtcrt. The 
warra.nt was renewed in 1 G3~ by King Charles the F irst, and a proposal u1a•1e for his 
rece iving the fourth part of t he benefit of t he cupper mouey to be coi nct! in Scotland 
by 'William, Vi£eonnt of Stirling, t ill t he amount of his dcLt W:\..'l pail!. But the 

1 Letter, dated in February lGJ 0, in Sut!J. er· 
hod Charter-chest. 

2 Letter to the Laird of Lochin'>ar, dated 

11 th february l Gl O, in the Sutherl:mrl Char
t er-chest, cf . n •l. iii. of this work, pp. 1 ';7 • 
lS :l. 
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J)Hmt')' nut l· ·i n~ pai.l by 1 G 3.), Sir Hobert made a representation t o the kiug on the 
matter. li e ha.I, l1c Eaid, rerciH•l neith fr principal nor interest, nor yet the profit ~ of 
tho aloLt'y fur thr~ pa~ t tl,i rtecu year;;, the stun of which nnw amounted to J.: .J .-{.')0 

! t rrlin ·~ ns Cl'rtific,J nuder the l!:mol ~ uf t ho bb hop of Ros:l1 and Dr. \rhytf•ml, nnJ 
], ,. J'd itiuurJ the king fur a graut of the re v er~iou of the place of either l; ubtou or 

~~ '') le, t1ro of the three prothonotaries of the com mon pleas, that of Bromley bcin~ 
nlre:l'ly grant c<l in n:vcrsi,,n, To this the kin;; agreed Oil the understanding that Sir 
I:ubert woulLl first Jepo~it with the arrhbishop of Canterbury a bond for surrendering 
the abbey of Glenluce in fa vuur of the l•islli'P of Gallo way.2 

As alrrao ly stateol, Sir l :oLcrt GorJon attendeJ .King Charles on l1i.> visit tu 
~eollan tl in 1 G33, anJ, in the f•Jllo-wing year, at the kiug's special in:: taucP, be wa!l 
nppnint•·d a member of the privy cotw •· il of Scotland. lie was selected by the 
kin ~ au.! coun cil fur a special mi::.siun t o ;)hetland, in the f'ame year, to iun•,tigak :ml 
tJ,,.,] with a lllt ll1hcr of grieva11ces and OJ>JH'e~~ ion~ of which the islawlcrll h;LU rnm

pl. tin col. H is pre1·iou:> succe~s in the case of Caithness was rcmcmbereu, anJ be ll':t.~ 

cnn,.; id<'rt:J mo~ t <[ll :t.li!le<l t .1 c:-orry out t he exped ition Rnrce,sfnlly .3 The matte r, 
J,owt' l't' r, was dclayeJ. In the same year also he was ma•le a member of the high 
cuulm iS:: ion Cllllrt. • 

lturing the events of the ~Pconri Reformat ion s trug~le in Scotland Sir Rnlocrt nt 
fi r.-• t aolherl'd to the ki n;;, and supportcr.l his measure.>. He j •>ined in taking the 
col"t:ll:t.Dt known as the kin;; '::~ covenant, anJ "l"l'a> one of th ose appointed to can va...;.,; fur 
&i,;u;Lturcs in his O"I"I'U part of the country. In IG38 he was summoneJ by the 
chamberlain of Eugb.nrl to attend in the army of King Charl e.> at York, and h tl' r tLe 
king sent him to comfort H untly, "l"l'ho had been imprisoneJ by the covcn:mtt rs at 
Edinburgh, when Huntly sent him back with message:> to the ki ng, an•l to !l•'•JU:Iint 
l1is majesty with the progress of events in Scotland. He was the fin;t to t el l Kin ~ 
Charlrs that Leslie had been a] •poiuteu generalissimo of the co>cnauter.s' furcc.'l. IIi :~ 

nephew, George, brother of the Earl of Sutherland, "l"l'as with the col'enanters, at the 

1 I n a. letter from J ohn, bishop of Ross, to 
Sir Robert Gordon, da. tet! ~d October 1636, 
the following pa.s3age occur3 :-" I than ke 
you kyndly for your kynd remembrances and 
wish to be enga.dgerl, yea morgarlged in thi.s 
•urt of deLt, and be redeemed at what ransom 
you will." [Original in Sutherland Charte r-

IOL. I. 

chest. ] 
2 VoL ii of this work, pp. 13-IG; f;t.~t.l 

Papers, Domestic, lti23-1G25; p. 502; auJ 

1635, p. 63. 
3 The Earl of Stirling's R~gi~ t e r of Ropl 

Letters, vol. ii. pp. 741,770. 
' Baillie's Letter31 \'OL L p. 425. 
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heaJ of a drtad11nrnt of men sent by the e:nl. nwl he informed Sir Tiobert that the 
Scots parliamrnt were taking prnrertling;; a;aiust him. But the pacification of 
Berwidc re,toreu J•l'art:fnl rdatic•II3. ami in,:IL"atl uf LL"ing reqnir.cJ to atteml at the 
bar of the house, Sir I: olJert \\ a6 J•l't>scnt in l he J•arliamc-nt of 1 G-! 1 with the king as 
an officer of state, and was also continuetl in Lis oflice of priYy councillor. During the 
king's stay in E.linhnr~h Sir l{ ubrrt wa;; commis<ioned to procertl to Glas;;ow to 
choose and appoint the 1J1:1gistrates of that city. Thi~ prh·ilege anciently belon:;cd to 
the arcltbbhup of Gla>gow, hut since the al•ulition of rpi.,cnpaey, it h:Hl tlevolYed upon 
the king. Sir Robert was corJially receiYcd in Glasgow, w~1.;; feaste.J, an•.l aho mucic 
one of the hurge3oes.l 

Sir Hol>e1 t returned to his senicc at the En_:;:li.sh court with the king, but owin.:; 
to the conilict now proceeding brtwe.:n tbr. king aml J>arli::lluent, matters h:vl brcume 
so unpleasant that he rcsoherl to rdire fro111 the court. lie had from time to tinte 
been making purchases in Jior.1y,hi re, cbidly in the p:Lrish of Spynie, aud these 
included the Lmls of Drainic, Ettie.,, l'lt:lrlan•ls, O~.,ton and ndlormie, some of which 
\l'ere united :mrl erected by the king in 1 G±2 into the R~RO~Y oF GoRnn::-.-sTo::-.-. 
H ither accordingly Sir Rubert bronght his family from England in 1 G 43, including his 
mother-in -law, now over eighty years of age, auJ she tlied there in the end of the 
same year. Here. too, Sir 1-!obert sr•ent the last twc!Yc years of his life.2 

These were for the most par t ereutful and troubleso me year::, and during some of 
them :Moray su!Tered severely from the r:~Yages of ::'llontrosc and others. Since the 
pacification Sir T:obert had joined the co1·enamers, and in 164 ::! was intrmted by the 
general as:;embly with a cumrni:;siun to d :iit. along- with several minbtcrs, the clmr~hes 
of I:oss, Sntherland, Caithness, Shetland, ant! Orkney, and to report upon their condi
tion. Mon trose, however, knowing his long sen·ke with the king, expected to receire 
his a~sistance '·both openly and in secrett," a'l well as that by his influence he would 
gain over the Earl of Sutlterbnd to the king-'s cause. Sir T:obert was Jepnterl by !tis 
neigJ, bo ur.s in :\Ioray to J~~l with ~Ioutruse in the iutere~ts of the county. Spa!Jin.:;
says that be came to ~Iontrose at Elgin in February I G±5, bnt in the following year 
the presbytery of Elgin granted him a te~tific:tte tlwt sin ce his resi<lence among them 
Sir Robert bad been "a main arh-aurer otT the true rdigion, and a great fordNer an•l 
helpe in what concerneLI t!Jis present rcfunnation j anJ is weill a!Tedcd to the church 
and peace ofi' this country, and hath yee!Jcd full an<l constant oh:,Jience to all publick 

1 Genealogy, p. 50S ; Paillie'~ Letters, \'ol. ii. p. 5. 
z Genealogy, l'P· 4SO, 49t, 49i, 5i0. 
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ordiu:mces ulr tLe cJ.urch. •· A similar testificate \\'J.S given by the ol1ic'!•rs uf the g:ll ri.,oll 
C'f "r-;·ni•'. who ~tate that Sir lt. Jbert ha•l lent the111 great :l~ >i<tlllcc, an•l th at aoythin;; 
that ],a,J "es~a t •P.U the swl ;-.ir l: i!Lcrt, J•l" uC~·d"l [l<.;ll\ il1c vi.,!c:•:,· l f tl.() c;;~:,t:· i!l l•i.; 
l~o •Ull\!d. t 'm·atcuin:; daily Lc•th hi;; own an• I hi.;; tenants' mille \1 ith fyrc awl swortl." 1 

::'. f:ljor G,•ueral ?llitldlct on Jate~ a !t:tter f.-u:u Gc)rJ•mstc•n in .January 1 G 18.2 The 

datmbe su;tained by his eotates dmiog thc:;e troubles was ~ s timated at.£ 10, !0 I, Os. 8·1. 
~\:0(8. 3 

Sir I:.obert t •wk nn actinl p.ut as member uf 1:lt irc cutJJiuit:e~s :m•l local cr•mmi.,. 
sions in the north, aw l in this connt·ct!on he \Hotc to Jc•hn Grant of l~allit,dallodl in 

rr f.·rtn ce t·J a tlilTeren•·c bt':wecn him aud l1 is chid, t he Lairtl of Crant. 4 lle die•l at 
U·•rolon<ton in ~Ian·h 1 G:'5G, anrl was Lurir•l at tlH.: ul•lehnrd1 of Ogston. now Dm:uic, 
on the ::! ht nf that month.5 He W;t'l in the sev.:nty-se1 enth year of J ,l~ age, ·an,1 wa' 

infirm f.Jr sc>eral year,; l,tf,•rc hi~ d~ath. He Ill:\lle sc· 1· cr;t! testaments, the Ja ,t cof 
,,·J.i<:h, tbtc 1 in :JLlrch l ~) .jl), i:; }Jl'iut•:d ci.""·vherc.G The utllt'rs arc ciatetl in 165:), 

l f.:>:!, a!lll ll).'i-L That ,,f 1 G.'i-l l.cque~•.th ... to h i~ s·m, Lu<lovick, lUHl his heirs-mal•:, 

t !:c t,·~hl,,r·s or•kr C•t kni~ht bar .. IH:t, with sonw tliatil<JaJs upon it, which if t'18 
r•:•:ipi..:n t J•l<':tot'.l, h·· mi;;ht carry aLot.t hL, neck on a sn;aU gullien chain, a.~ v.-cll as 

H!Jc•ll a ri lcluJn. ll e cxpt'ctd t hat hi.~ .,., ife woul• l kcl\"e her ;;reat diamon d j ewel wit h 
t l.•.: r·i..:t!lr(' cf Kin; J::.mt'S upon it to hi-; c·J,J~,;t S:<n and gr:mtlson to be an heirloom in 
ti.,, LmPy, :1.' it was lu: r mother's wi ... h Ehc ~houhl Jv s•), null's,; she were fclrCetl to se!l 

it f.,r 1 :1yment of r:J•:ir Jebts. Al :<o that Rhe would gi•·e to thei r dtlest gramlsJn :til< ] 
l.is lwirs-m:ue "tli c• ],.;t{ u.llll fu rniture of t ent ~titch y:ro;;ht up.-m fercin cl.Jth, with the 

rurtain~, vabnrl', coophoord. cloith, st•JO!t:5, chair, au,I coutch apperte:11ing t h<:·rd", '' 
\I hich Wt're all t lw l:.wdiwork of Ler nwrher, Genevit>ve l'eta1o. He also rccL•nJtnc:nJc: l 
to hi~ wife an• I t heir ehle:ot s·:·n th e IJuil·ling of the church of Drainit', rspeeially a~ th~y 
ha,J taken <l·m·n the old church of KinneJor.7 As f,J r!llerly remarke,J, Sir Robert \Ya; 
a keen stut!ent. of hititnry, anti amasse•l a consi•leraLle lil;rary. When it was s~>lli J.y 
one of h is de3cendants in 1 S l G, the rc1ri ty anJ val ue of many of the books wac 
lll:ltters of ~eneral comment in suhsequent book manual:~. 

1 llist . ;uss. C'o!Umissic'n's Sixth R eport, 
A j•pcu•li x, pp. tiS l-GS:3; Sp:1.!Jing's ~l~mo

ri:llls of the Tr~Lle•, vol. ii. p. HS. 
: \"ol. ii. of this work, p. 41. 
3 Acts c>f the l'ar!t:J.m ent.> of Scothn•l, 

'nl. vi. part ii. p . j 1 (), 

4 Th e Chiefs c• i Grant, voL ii. p. 84. 
~ BroJie's Di:J.ry, p. 175. 
6 Yol.ii.ofth iswork,pp. l!JS-:?01. 
7 Hist. :.JSS. Cvmmi:>sion's Sixth Report, 

Apj•Cndix, p. G~3. 
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Gilbert CorJ on of Sallachy, the continuator of Sir HoLcrt Gordon's H istory, and 
who knew him well, S::t)S, "l m:ty, without thtterie, aflirnw ~ir llubtrt Gordun to be a 
rnnu intluetl Yiith nutaule gift~ ot' tuiuJ ar,d botly; jmliciou:;, nct il·~, lib.:ral, y...t }•Tori
dent, t ruly generous and noLle htartctl ; subcr an1l rno•lcrate in his dyet, hat ing all 
druHkrnHcs and internperaucie; well fCCn in Li~torie; wise as any hath Lin these 
many agrs, of that familic; rdigions, given to J•cace, ~pr~mling much time in taking 
a'llay contron' rsics and EPt!ing uf such ,]~bates :ts dill arysc amongst the inhal_,i tants of 
that province. II ~ hath ty Li~ wisdum, d.-xt~ritie, an1l I•rovidcncc restored almMt the 
decayrJ state of that l.vus and famili c, cuusidcring t!IC bnnlen whf'Tcwith !Jis Lroth~r, 
Earl J ohn, had left his c;;t:tt.~ orerwhdmed, hy reation of ],j~ troubles with the Earl of 
Catcynea, the disingagemcnt ant] ath-aneL"meut whereof l1ath still bin Sir l{ohert 
Gordon his greatest c;ue; yea, rathe r too farr transported anJ carried with a fern:r:t 
afl'ection that way, hariug th er<'in ~pent a great part of his time anJ ofl' l1is ruPane~. 

He hath compasserl Ly l•is policie and wi~• l<1mc senrall and intricate Lm,ines which 
roucernetl the lrous allll fantili e uf SutLerland, nnd brought them to a prospe rou:; 
end; being oft en cros,ed in these all'aircs allfl Jrsignes, not onlie Ly his enemies, but 
also by his owu nearest fr i~nds and ki:. snJCH. A most constaut performer of his 
word ami pr,•mi~c when he bllc once iuga,J gcd the saurc ; Finccrc anJ honest in nil 
his proceeding~, anJ so rq.utcJ gtnc:rallie Lc all men; too vehement and pa~sionatc in 
any action, which nah;rall irnpc:rfectiou l1c ,]i,] often moderate Ly judgrmcut ar;~l 

rlisrretion ; a painfnll and ex:-~ct justic:iary, without p:utialitie ; a man tlealing tru!iC', 
fearing God, hating covetousness ; a great maintainer ancl a;;sister of the church and 
churchmen 'llithin these Lountls; a stout and eager tll'fendcr of the iuhaLitants of that 
countrie from the injuric of their adjuyning ncigl1bor~; a close and wise dealer ·with 
his own coutriemen, whereby he procured tl1eir lore and favor,-a hanl matter among 
so many factions '~>hereunto they arc iudyncd. He may Le justlie calcd a rare instru
me nt iu Southerland, fur the at!ranclment uf God's church there, fur the weill of that 
fa.milie, and for the flourishing estate of the comruonwe:tlth in that countrie, baring 
mu ch reformed the fa~hions and customcs of the inhabitants of that province, conformc 
to that which be haJe oLservetl ehwhcre in Lis travills aLroad. But men are rwt 
saints ; these vertues must nceJs Le accompanied with sou1e vices: .\ Litter enemie, 
so long as he professed it ; cholerick; Lnt his eminent virt ues did OYcrballance an.! 
oLscure these vi ces." 1 

I Genealogy, pp. Hi, 448. 
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Loui,:a (;orJou, the wife of Sir Bouert, survived till Septemuer 1 GSO, dyin6 at 
tJ. ,, adl'atwnl age of eighty-three ycard. Tlteir issue and Jescenuants are giw:11 in the 
t.1LuLk•l gl'ntaln;;y of tlw fa;nili<:s vf Gor.lu!l of G•Jtd•lllstou ~n.t.l Xavirlale, l•rit:kd in 
auvtlt..r part of this volume. Orer their burial-place, which was in the o!J parioh 
··hurdt of Ogston, near G.1rJonston, the wi•low of Sir I:obert's grandson erected in 
I i05 a be;mtiful mausoleum in rncdi;lOval Gothic stylr, which contains a mural tab!t.:t 
roconling the deaths of a number of t!te rncmloerd of the falllily. It brgius-

s 
li :r. G 
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Here's a register of the :-~ge and d e:-~th of the most consi•lerablc persons of the fatu ily 
of Goruom,toun here interred-Dame Gen~wieu I'ct:\w, the daughter of Gi•lcon I'etaw, 
L m l of l\Iault in the hle of France, ,vj ,Jow of John G11rJon , Lou. of Gleulnl'e at11! 
Dea n of SaliRhury, and the mother-i n-law of Sir Bobcrt Gordon of Gonlon~t11un, Jj,.,J 
Dec. Gt h, 1 G43, in the :33u year of her age.-Sr. Hol•crt Goruon of Gor•l·!ll ~ t~~un, svn 
t•J thl' Larle of Sutherbutl, by my Lady J ean Goruon, daughter to the Earle of Huntley, 
d ie•! ~larch l Gjll, :~ge<l 77 yeurs.-Dame Lncia Gonlun, his laoly, daughter II\ J,,hn 
t ;vr•l••n, L:ltl. of Glcnlucc unu Dean of Salisbury, by D. Gencwien I'd:.w, Jieu i Ler 
JGS0, ng-eJ 83 years. 





20G 

Sat ALLXA);DER Gor.no", Knight, of ::\avidall', Sheriff of Sutherland. 

SIR AuxA:-.-nr.r. GoRDuY 11a<> the .fi ft h, but third Funiring, sou c•f Alex:mder, 
elenmth Earl of Sutherland, anJ L1•Jy Jane Gord on, Counto?ss of Sutherland, 

llis wifl', and v;a> born on 5th l.f.m·b 1585 at Duurobin. Like his two ehlcr Lrother.; 
be received a u11inrsity educaliou at St. Andrews aud. "Cdinburgh, !l.Itd afterward.> 
t ravell eJ fnr al.oout two years iu I'mncc. Ilis fir~t purchase of law! was ruaJe in 15 05 , 
wheu only ten years old, when he bought the mill of lnues aml some aujaeeut groun•l 
from Alexantler Gorllon, apparent uf O.xbilJ.l I n J u11e 1 G 10 he married }J., rg~uet , 

daughter of Donal· l Hanc ::\hcleo•l of Assynt, also calleJ X eilson, and in the t;_.]!,Jwing 
year obtained from his i>.:-othcr, the carl, in v.-adset, tlte lauds uf Auchindean iu tlte p;,ri.;h 
of Dornoch, from ,.,.hich he touk lti.'i first t•·rritorial J e~ ign.ltio u. He bad abu from hi;; 
t•rother, in wadsd, the land; of ::\lark, Euh~s(lale, TurLoll, Kiltlonan, ""est Helmsdale, 
and Achadale in the p . .uish of Kil•lonan, aud the three ua1·ochs of Lairg in the pari:0h 
of Lairg.~ X aYiJale, then in the pari~h of Loth, now in Kildon:m, by which he i5 
usually desiguateJ, be acquired later. 

lie as.>istetl Lis brother Sir Rohert greatly in the management of the Sutherland 
estates tluring their nephew's minority, ami held the ollice of sheri ff of Sutherland. 
Kiug James the Sixth, on visi ting Scutbml in 1 G I i, conferred the honour of 
knighthood upon Sir A...lc.xawler Gordon at Holyrood, wlten some other north country 
gentlemen were simil:\rly hououred.3 H e wa.'l frequently conccructl in quelling local 
commotions in t be north of Scotland. In 1 G l 3 the privy council a.ssociated him wi th 
t he Earl of :Cnzie in a commi5siou against Allan Cameron of Lochiel,4 and in Sutherland 
he had frequent skirrubhes with the Earl of C:titLues~, an1l 1vith others. One such toc·k 
place, j ust after his nephew'5 death, with the laircl uf lJatl'us in reference to certain teind 
sheave8, and Sir Alex:\llJer relates the incidents of t lte case in a. lett P-r to hia brotbcr.5 
H e was em pl0yed by the :.\Ian1uis of Huntly in I G::!S to reconcile Frt:ndraught and 
Rothiemay, :tnd succeeded in doing so. G Sir Alexander's property marched with 
Caithness, and in the summer of l G 18 the Earl of C:~itLuess sen t him a letter com -

1 Copy charte r, dated at t"rqnhart, 24 th 
October 1595, in Sutherland Cbarter·chest. 

2 Charters and Re\'ersions in 1611 and 
1612, ibid. 

J Genealogy, p. 343. 

4 Register of the Privy Council, .-ol. 
pp. lS.j-190. 

6 \ 'ol. i i. of this work, pp. 12 .3-12~. 
8 Ibid. p. 1-li. 
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!'l,,j 11 in; th:ot his s!.ielings haJ been built on tl 1i~ occasion LeyonJ the aecustome•l 
1. , 11 ~. ! · , an,J JL·~irin:.; him to remo\·c them. At the s~me t ime Sir Alexander re.~riYC.[ 

w,;.! th .• t ],i ~ ,!Ji,.]ing:l h:"l b.:.:n J cmoli;heJ Ly the Earl of C'aithncl'>. Il ·~ rC]•li c• l t.l 
tl•<' ('ar] ·, ktter deprc.:atiu;; this t rcatmPn t, anJ iufurmeJ him that on a C•·rtain thy 
in t Itt• fu!lowing week he would rebuiiJ the shielings whate\·er oppo;;ition the earl migl,t 

111 :~ke tu }ti; Joing so. He arcorJingly rehuilt t he shielings at Torri$h in Strathullie, 
:\:1, ] wi:lw11t any nwlestatinu from the Earl of Caithu e~~. 1 Sir Rt;bt:rt GorJuu rcbb' 3 

:111other fray w hieh took place in 1 G2 o between Sir Alexander an.! the lairJ of I>utl'n• 
auJ hi~ frit: uus reg-anling the appr.:hen.> iou of oue of the cbn Gunn, ralletl Angu;.; I : .. y. 
1 t was acco mpanieJ by a passage of arms at the bri Jge of Brora, but Sir Alex.Lu• l•-r 
~uccrcJe,[ in as,ertiug Lis authority in the matter.2 

Like his mother and e!Jt:~t brother, Sir Alexan•.ler aJhereJ to the catholic n·!i;i·•n 
in whirh he was brought up. In his mother's te5t::tment, Sir R•Jb(·rt Gur.Ivn, :::• 
tx ccutor, w as onlained, as he dr5i rc•l her bkssing, to pay over to , ir Alexander n oum 
(Jf .:iOO mtrb fur such causes a-; she had desireJ Sir Alexand er to show to hi m. TJ.:, 
111:<)' !. ave rc· ferrnce to some reli6ious ri tes afte r her J eath. Vu.Jer the hi:.:h cuillllli.--i.,:I 

t'"lllt Sir Alexander !tirusclf haJ to sutTe r much on account uf !.tis reli..;inn, a:. .! f ·r 
r..Cu<in.:: to coufonn tu rpi.;cvpacy. Thinkiug he woulJ ul>t:lin IWJrt:! fre rd•>!ll f,.r i:" 
n t·rd.;c in 1 relan•1, he weut tl1ither in Allgm,t I C3 1, with his wife an•l f.11 nily? Lnt 

I.e> H'ein'l to have retumed t <> Snthcrlan•l in 16 :3 ~, to arrange about part (•f Lis l.llt•h 
t i,<:rc whkh !.is nephew, the Earl of Sutherland, ti esi re• l to redee m. li e Wa..i J,a , i.: 

11;;ai n in J6 ;i G, ant! made a stay at Durnoeh of se1·eral munth-;' Jur;ltion. 4 lfc Uj•J•ea•• 

t lu·u tu L:rre been titill in possession of XaviJale. Bnt nothing furt her i,; known tot 
J, i~ later career. 

r.y hi;; wife, :J iarg:u et ~IacleoJ of .A.ssynt, Sir Alexander GorJou ha•l i~~ue tire Evl.i-\ 

unJ two tbughters. They were :-

1. Captain Alexanuer Gordon , who was born on lith Septerabr r lCI -L ln 
1 G3 7 he led a company of his countrymen to Germany in the rr~iru<'n t (J f 
Colonel Alexander Cunningham, for the service of SweJen. I:Ie afte rwar.L• 
fought in the roya.list army of King Charles the First, allll was slain at tho! 
Lat tle of EJgehill in O~tvber 1 Gn.s 

2. Captain John GorJon, who was born on 1 i th February 16 16. He nccorn · 

1 (; £·nea.logy, p. 352. 2 Ibid. p. 402. 3 l/Jirl. p. 41(1. 

' \ 'vi. ii. uf thu work, pp. 153- 1.'55, 163-169. 5 Genealogy, pp. %2, 4:1j, jJI. 
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panietl his brothe r t •) Germauy iu l G3 i , and afterw:mls letl a cotnpany of 

Suthcrlan•l men, seut Ly the earl, to assist tlu~ covenanters ag-ainst King 

Chm It:,; the F ir.::t in I G J 0. He r.ccmn p:n!i~tl the Scuts army iuto Ir.:J~nol as 
a l ieutenant, anti ufter the CaJ•tnrc of the Earl of Antrim was on one occa

sion, in October l G-!3, appointe• I upun hi~ guard. lie funnd me1tus t rJ 

convey ropes to the impri soned carl, or as Spa!Jin!:; puts it-" This Livc

tennand Gunlonn ..:raftellic com·oyit wp vne~pyit in his brt:ikis certane towis, 

Le t he qubilk the erll Pscaipit allll wan friclic away," and he adds, "the 

liYetcnn:mtl follon it and 11.:.-d :~!so." 1 

3. Robert, who was Lorn on ~5th Scptr.mbcr 1617 . 
.J. Fran cis, v.-b o was horn in Xovembcr 1G:!3; and 

5. Patrick, Lorn ia l G 2 i . 
The daughters were-

1. J ean, who married in 1 G31, a.;; Ids scroml wife, Angus l\Iackay of Bighouse, 

'~>i thout issue. 2 

2. Elizabeth. 

1 Genealogy, p p. 262, 320, 502, 513; Spalding's ~[emorialls of the TruL!es, vol. ii. 
pp. 291, 2 9;?. 2 Genealogy, pp. 3G:!, 45 1. 
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XY.-Jou:-;, THWTEr·:~nn Eu:L oF Sl:THF:r:LA:\D. 

L\DY J EA:\ Dr:DDW:\D (PEI:TII), ms FIRsT Cot::\TES~. 

Hox. A:\XA Fr:.-I.SER (LOVAT), ms SECO:\D CvU:\TEss. 

1G1:J-IG79. 

J
OII~, thirteenth Earl of Sutherlaml, who was commonly called Earl 

John Glas, was born on flt h ).larch IG Of!, and succeeded to ihe 

earldom on the death of his fa thrr in September 1 G 15, when he \Vas not 

f 1ui te seven y ears of age. Previous to this \\'C leam nothing regarll ing him 

c :-. ct' ]' t that his fath er, shortly Lefore his death, in a letter to his Lrother, Sir 

l! uucrt C: onl on, beg;; him to outain anJ send him a pair of the finest 

vir;,; in ~tl s, " seing my Learnis ar learning to !Jhy and sing." In his last will 

nwl t estauwnt t!Je earl had commi tted his heir aml other child ren to the 

care of Si r Houcrt, \Yho was at once allvised of h is brother's death. li e 

bastcnerl down from London, and after a brief stay in Edinburgh, arrived in 

:SutherLmJ in December 1 G I ::i, where he at once took up the duties of his tutory. 

The flrst mentiun of the young earl is in a writ narrating his motl1er's 

revoca tion of n. g rant which she had made t o him in 1G13, while he was still 

~!aster of Snt her land. She had then resigncLl in his fa \'OUr tlw lands of 

lloll, Brora wa ter, and the cruive.:; aml salmon fishing of that _river, but n ow, 

in November 1615, she appeared before the commissary of Caitlmess, aml 

declared that she had made the grant by the special command aud desire 

of her late husband, and to h er own great prejudice, as she had received no 

corresponding benefit. She therefore revoked her grant, . and desired to be 

replaced in h er full right of the subjects in qucstion.1 The countess at a 

1 Revocation, 9th :::-lo\·ember 1615, in Sutherl :md Cb:1rter-cheot. 
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Inter date was visiting her father, 1\.l exnndcr, fourth Lon1 Elpbinstonr, at 

K ildrummy castle, and :1.mong otl1cr reports of that visit giwn l1y Sir .Alcx

anuer GorJon of Xnviurtle to hi -> In·othcr :-:ir l:oberl, tlte:n~ is a reference to 

the revocation cited above: ·· J l1eir our guid.sister snyis to all lllCn schoe 

will n:nrayis hyid be hir fatl1cris dclywcnncc in rcwoiking in ldr soneis 

fnwouris it (that) qnl1ilk schoc fir ~ t rewoikit. ... 1 lippen (trust) for na 

better at hir hanJs, for qul1en scl10 h'ft the IIOwse off Dunrot•in ~rt bnir that 

scho left noc!Jt sa ruikill as the cruik tl1airiu, allCl tuik awny the ai el kist 

quhilk keipit the l•rcnL1 in J•nnhit·, qnl1ilk the Ed! of C'atlmes left thair, I 

t hink schoo 5all do littill "1\"tller guid to ltir soue." She is also nwarently 

reported as s::~ying, "tlwt schoo will not giwt~ bir ~eir to l.l1ak wpe llis tutoris, 

bot if schoo mcy i'l•air ony guiLl it will be· to thcteis that nr onprovyiduit, 

qnhilk I lippen als littill for as the rest." 1 

Sir l~obert lo.st no time in making arrangements for sen-ing his young 

ward as h£:ir to his father, allll in terms of a royal dispensatiou on account of 

h is minority, the formnl retour "l'."ns duly maJe at I nvemess on -ith June 1 G 1 G. 

The bnds of the earldom were, with tlte herecl itary office of sl1eritY and 

coroner, valned at one thousand merks, and in time of r enee at five hundred 

merks; the lnnJs of Kn ockfi n anu others at £GG aml £36 ; and the barony 

of Farr at £50 and £13, Gs. SJ.2 The sum of forty merks was r aid to th e 

exchequer as the estimated value of the gilt srnrs, which were due to the 

Crown at the entry of each heir to the earldom. Sasine followell on tlw 

retol!-r in June 161 i , in terms of a precept from chancery, date<l 13th X o

vewher 1616,3 "l'."hile the sum of £ 333, Gs. 8J. "\\"as raid in lGl i to Ludo,-ick, 

Duke of Lennox, as a composition fo r the amount of the non-entry duties. 

The young earl "\\"as placed under the care of ::\Ir. John Gray, dean of 

1 Letter from Dunrobin, 30th June I CI6, in Sutherland Ch:1rter-chcst. 
~ Copy retou r in Su therland Charter-ches t. 3 I nventory of writs, j~jd. 
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('.1 ithuco~. His mother h:lLl quarrelled with his grandmother, Ln.Lt)' .lane 

1 ; .. r,],ln, ami with his unc.:le, .t\. lcxander, n.ud the d·Jwagcr couutess nccorJill;,;ly 

l>•·at hiw to ~I r. Gray, a:; she states in a letter to Sir Hobert, "to lemc stun 

111 .tir n:rtc.~ nor he culJ sic athil' vith hir [his mother] or me." Another 

r··.t;:;Lm given i<; that his mother had proposed to scuJ hilll to her father, 

l.()nl EJ],hiusto nc. L:llly J•1.ne begs Sir I~obert to see to his outfit, etc., as sht.! 

tl 1ink.:; the otho:>rs will not spcml much upon him.1 Fmther information is 

~i,·cu Ly C: co tge Gray of ::iwordale, in a letter to Sir l~obcrt about the same 

lbte: ":'-fy lord is oftt::st with :.rr .. JhonE', my Lrother, for my belie thocltt 

lit to hawe him in ).Ir. <Th•mis cumpany for fear the nrchiLischope suspect his 

edncationn with hir. 1\'e heir say my I.orJ Elphinstoune thinkis to briu~ 

Litn tu hilll ~d\f; alvayis it is oversehoone yit to ;vair great exren<;is on It ;, 

\'] •kin;..:ing, for any ktruing he mey be capabil l off yit, he l11L·y gdt t l1c 

~amcu in Sutl1irl:tnJ ." ~ 

~en·r:d quest ions arose at lhis time with the youn~ couutt::::.:; aO',_·ct illg 

tl10: i:ll!,h of Dull aml the fi;;hings of Drura. Sir l ~oLc rt GurJon :-tp] •l':tl:l 

u, h.tvc required her to retract her revocation formerly rc:ferred to, and m~ 

h :1\·~ g l i:np.~cs of the afl':tir in letters to lt im. Gray of SworJalc writ•'S: 

"Thr~r is l·vt colcl fa .:;chouns amongst our ladeis at hotue, atHl in sp.•c: iall tlt. :r 

i.; nu faschouns betuix my young Jn.Jie and your 1rothcr the shcrilf,3 alw.tyi-; 

scho sayis that scho will sattill lowinglie ;vith your wot·schip at yom halllc

cuming ; yit I fear the coutrar, for sa fur as I cane heir from rny IaLiie an • I 

hir m:-tn, 1\'illiam Elwhin~stoune, seho mynJis only to giwe the fi schcing of 

Brora for hir teindis aml naway is to giwe the Doll." 4 Later on in the same 

y.::ar, Si r ..:\.lexanJer Gordon refers to the sul•jcct, anJ objects strongly to 

1 Letter, ~.tth September 1616 , vol. ii. of this work, p. 1::?~. 
~ Letter, ~5th Septemher 1616, in Sttthcrland Ch:~rt e r-cbcst. 
3 Sir Alcxa oo.le r GorJou of XaYidale. • Letter, ~J th ~ertember 1GI G, "I srt; r•r. 
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such an arrangement. H e wi~hes, if po~s iLl e, that a settlement may be 

defcrrecl until a mcct inf; f,w conference can Lc had between tl1e parties.1 

Sir Hobert himself states that a 1neeting for arbitration was appointed for 

October 1 Gll, bu t tl1e question was set at rest. lJy the sudden death of the 

young countess in the l'rcceding September. 

Another dispute arose with Suthcrlantl of Duffus, relat ing to the teinds 

of Skelbo, Torboll, ;mll l'roncy, particularly the latter. Sir Alexander 

Gordon, ' vho t ook a prominent part in the afh ir, expresses himself indig

nantly on the shame it woulrl be if tllc Earl of Sutllcrland "suhl be ontschot 

l>c his a"·in wassail." H e then explain s how he had, as sheriff, ar rested the 

corn on the lands of Proncy to secure payment of the teincls. This arrest

ment Duffus bad obtai nell autlwrity to loose, :1nd i rumcdi:ttely had all tl1e 

barley cut and carried to the farmyard:-;, " ·h icl1, says Sir Alexander, "I 

tbocht ·werie h ard and ane gryt l icl!tlic,2 nocllt onlie to the Erll off Suthir-

1and (quha is bot a barne) bot lykwayis to ws quha hcs anc cair off his adois 

for the tyme." Sir Alexander in return asst>mbled a numl!er of men and 

horses, nnll, taking the gr:tin from the bamyarcls of Duffus, carri ed off the 

tcinds. The tenants c:~.lled upon for tbis work diclnot respond very r eadily; 

and in commenting on this, ~ir Alexander exclaims : "I pray God the Erll of 

Suthcrlanclis guid tnrn be never lippinit to manic in tl1is cnntrcy, for I think 

giwe they sav•c his bake at the w:1ll in ane gryt m:ttcr they wald stres thame 

selffis l ittill to rdciff him qnhcn they maid scruppill in. sik anc triflill." 3 

Par ties took the matter to the cou rt of session, where it was ultimately decided 

against Duffus, and the tei nds seem ed to the Earl of Sutherbnd. Other 

questions in dispute v;i th Duffus were at a later date settled by arbitrat ion. 

Meanwhile the young earl was quietly pursuing his studies at Dornoch 

I Vol. ii. of th is work, p. I ::!G. 2 Mark of contempt. 
3 \' ol. iii. of this '1\'0rk, pp. I ~G, I :.!i. 
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1111 ,Jrr tlte care of ~Ir. John Gray. At least, that is all Wt: learn rcgarJiu~ 

}1im l.Jet ween the years 1616 and 16:2:2, the information being chicl1y 

.lerinJ from the tutory accouut:;. £ 67, 13s. 4d. were paid for lds 1 :-ovi

si011 and board at the :,chool in Dornoch for part of the year 1616. His 

clothes for that year cost £53. .An entry for 161 i states that £6i, l3s. -ltl. 

were gin~n for "my lorLl's proYi5ioun and his pedago;;ne and servant this 

year at schoole for marts, mmtone, butter, cheis, and talloune, and that at 

llomogh." Similar entries occur for the years lG 1 S, 1619, and 1 G~O, the 

1uoncy l'aid being £10 more, in addition to two chalders of victual. J n 

16 ~ 1, the carl's tuitiou was shared by Lis 1rother Adam, when £110 was paiJ 

for board, cte., wi th the same sum in 162:2.1 

Some of tlt c young earl's pursuits are indicated by entries during two 

years of sums of £1:2 and £10 respectinly, for bows and arrows, golf clnbJ 

and J,alJs, to be mcJ 1y hirn, as well as for Looks, }Japcr, ink, aml otlH:r 

::-elJuol necessaries. .An entry in 1617 records the }'ayment of £1G fvr a 

:;;a,]Jic m:,llwrsc furni slting5, followed 1y a similar entry of £10 in l>ccel!lbcr 

I GIS. His fi1st "hunting" expeJition is mentioned in August 1618 as tabn;; 

I·lacc in "Sleutcdell" or Glen Sletdale, his resiJeucc during the stalkinr; 

H:ason being at Crakaig. The earl, during 1Gl8, was imlisposeJ,as £13, lis. ~d. 

·is given "to X eill Betone, phi;;itian, for coming to Sutherland to cure my 

lord, Lcing disscased." 2 In 16:20 and 16:3~ also he was seized with illnc.:;s, 

1 Tutory Accounts, 1 615- 1 6~~. in Suther. 
lanJ Charter-chest. 

2 TLis .Kei1 Beton seems to ha-.e been the 
descendant of a long line of physicians, the 
li rst of whom on record was Ferchard called 
Leche, described as" Ferchard Beton, a nati-.e 
of ! slay, anJ a fa mous physician," who 
rccei,·ed a grant of lands in Sutherland from 
King ltoucrt the Second in 13:;6. There io an 

inte resting inscription in Iona to the memory 
of one of these medical Beatons, who is sairl to 
ha-.e attended King Jaru es n. : llic jard 
Joannes Eetonus Jlaclenon<m Famili~ nurlirt~• 
qui mortuu.s est l!J .\·ou·cmbris anno D vmi11 i 
1657 d etalil .<ue 65. IJIYT!alrlus !Jeto7l!<~ me 
jfcit 167 4. Ecce cadit j<Jculo t·ictrici rnorti.• 
inique qui totiea alios solt·eral ipse malis. Soi i 
Deo []Ioria. 
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£.4.4 being p :-ti J. in th e former ye:1.r "to one ·will iam Culluning for healing 

::md curing my lurJ's hca<l, being Jisca~ed ;" aml fur the same sen ·ice in 

1 G22, .C tO \ra~ vaid, Lt:~ i tks tL r•!e Lulls of victual, the last Leing given to a 

·woman that dressed aud cureJ the you ng earl's lt ead. In 1 G21 a vi -; it to 

Elgin is noted, maJ.e l•y the ca rl in com1 •any with his grandmother, Lady 

Jane GorJ.on, and his Lrothers anJ sister in the month of Augnst. 

In 1G 2:1 the young earl re;:ignct1 a number of church Llnrls in the 

parishes or Durn t!S:1, C: olspie, ::mel Durnoch, with the office of constaLle of the 

castles anJ. 11ah ce of :Skibo ::mJ. Dornocl t, into the lwnJ.s of the bishop of 

Caithness. ' In the follO\I"ing year he selected Sir Thomas urquhart of 

Crom::nt ie, Sir .-\.l ex::tml~r G L1 l"clon of XaYidale, James Elphinstone of n .uns, 

aml 1-Ir. John Gr,,y, J ean of c ,, ithness, as curators for t be remainder of 

his minority. The earl auJ. his cur,1tors lost no time in granting a fnll 

commission to Sir R obert (.;orJ.ou to mamgc the wl ,ole estate of Su thetland 

Juring the wiuority of Uw earl That cowmiss ion narrates the previ ous goou 

m anagement of Sir Hubert as tutor.~ The earl uml his curators granted 

yearly discharges to Sir Hohert uutil 1G 30, when the carl attaine(l his majori ty. 

Sir Hobert Gordon states that wh eu the young earl chose l1is curators, it 

was re:.;oh·ed by them that he shouh1 in the following spriug be sent to "the 

universitic to be bretl in nrtue aud leaming." The earl was accordingly, 

in the following .<\ pril, sen t to Edinburgh, anJ Legan his studi es there. 

So ltluch interest diJ his cla.nsmeu and people tal'e in his caree r, or, as Sir 

Tiober~ GorJon has it, so exceedingly luving aml thn.nkful tliJ they show them

seh·es, that. they no t only contriLuted a marriage p o1 tiou for the earl's sister, 

but they voluntarily subscribed a yearly sum to assist in maint~iuing the eal"l 

and his two brothers at the universi ty for five years in a manner l.Jefi tt ing 

I Copy procuratory of reoignation, Dornoch, %th .-\ugu~t 16'2"!, ia Sutherbnu Charter-chest. 
2 Origiual Commission, dat ed 20th Octuber 1623, at lblrnyre. 
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thei r rank. Even Sir D unal•l ::\fack:J.y joined in this contribution: "S,> 

nn:f'lt JiLl they Yalne anti rcgai rJ tl 1e good Lreidiug aw.l education of bi1u 

"·Lowes to governc aml couu n;uHl them, kuo,r iug ],o\Y much it duth conceme 

e\ L·rie state and cuutrey to ban v;eill bred aud wyse SUJ'criors." 1 The earl, 

"Lecaus that ensnein~ surmner-seasoue wes lyklie to !Jl'OYe hote," '\'.·as m::tclc 

to reside aL Leith for a time un til he became "acqnented ,~·i th " the air of 

E ·linburgh. Of his career at Edinburgh unin:r:>ity there is no r ecord, bnt 

he stndieLl tl1ere for less than hYo years, being r emoved in D ecember 1 G:?G 

to St. .Ant.lrcws. One of his teachers in ~uthe rl and, anLl for some t ime in 

Edinbnrgh, w as a :\lr. Gilbert Gonlon, who was Llismissed by Sir J:ober t from 

attendance on his nephew. This tl ,e ex-tutor greatly resented, and wrote a 

long lettc:r of r emonstrauce to Sir I!obert, which tbe lat ter dcscribeLl as a 

"railing libel." The letter, howeYCr, tells us nothing of the carl himself, and 

need not here be fur ther Jetai lcLl.2 

The Earl of Sutherland entered the college of St . .Anllrews on tlJC same 

Lhy witl1 th e young E arl of ::\Iont rose, afterwards tLc: fmnous marquis.3 The 

t \\'o young earls became friend:>, though Sutherland was three years the 

dder. They joined in each other's pastimes, aml ill\·i ted each otht>r to break

fast anJ occ.1sional festivities.! \Ye have, however, very few references to 

t he Earl of Sutherland's career at college. In 1 G:?S his uncle, Sir ..-\lexan tl·~r 

Gordon of X a ,·idale, paid him a visit at St. AnJre ws, antl reported to Sir 

Itouert Gm·Jon that the earl and hi:; two brothers " ere in gooJ l1 ealth. Th e 

1 Genealogy, pp. 3S:!, 3S3. 
2 }'rioted in "Social Life in F ormer Days,'' 

second series, pp. 57-64, wh ere the wr iter's 
signature is gi,·en as "A. Gordoun," but Sir 
I~obert in his reply (in the Sutherland Char
t er-chest) refers to bim as ;\Ir. Gilbert Gordon. 

3 Xomina incorporntorum et j urantiuru in 
reli!;ioni:l articulos et _\ caJemi:e leges, :!G 

Januuij Hi:!j, e Collegio Salvatoriano; recto re 
.P.oberto H ov:eo, S.S. Th. D., et Collegii 
~Iariani pr.tfecto ; rc;;~nte ~I. Gulielmo 
~Iartino. 

J oannes GorJonius, Curues SuthirlanJi:.,. 
Jacobus Gr:unns, Comes ~l on t~ronse. 

[.let a Rectorum, Cni.-ersity of ;-;t, .ln•lrews.] 
t Sa pier's Liie oi :.tootrosc, vol. i. pp. 43 , 4~. 
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earl· profited by his uncle's vi ~it to obtain a new stAerl , the one he was riding, 

a black horse, apparently snp1•lied to hirn Ly Si r l:obert Gordon, lJcing 

de5cribcd as a very" iwill pcnnieworthe." " H e ryues so lwttlie tlw.i no mall 

is able to sitt him .•. lti .> lonbchipis foottmanis ~Ito uhler Lone and choller 

bone ar broken with anc fall he gatt o£r him." 

l\Ir. J. Cunningham, who writes this infonnat ion to Sir RoLcrt Gonion, 

also states that Sir Alexamler Wa') Yery ues irous that the carl should go 

north, but the carl refuseJ to lca,·e St. Anllrmvs unless Lord Elphinstonc sent 

for him. As to the earl's progrcs;; in :stully, the writer says," Gif his lorJ

schip wald tak paincs ltis lordschip walll do rcasonaulie, bot alwayes l 

hope his lorJschip sal! no tt think hi" tyllle cweill spent h2ir, for his 

lordscbip will ue wery yule gi f he Jo nott some good." ·we learn from 

the same source that the earl's brot her, Allnm, "·as to come to the college iu 

November, though not quite up to the usual stanJard of scholarship, but the 

youngest brother, George, was esteemeJ likely to be the scholar of the fa mily.l 

The earl remaineJ at St. Andrews unti l 1630, when he reached his 

majority, and was accounted capable of m:maging his own afl'airs. In ::\fay 

of that year he was, accorJing to a fashion that arose at that period, retoured 

heir to three of his remote ancestors, William, fi rst Earl, William, fifth Earl, 

and J ohn, eighth Earl of Sutherland.2 These retonrs, however, are uot 

reliable as statements of tho family pedigree. They were, no doubt, giYen 

up in t erms of information furni sheJ · by :Sir Hobert Gordon, and they 

embody t he errors found in his History. About two months later the 

young earl granted to Si r I:obert Gordon, 'vho had already received dis

charges from the curators of his dealings as tutor, Lut who had, by their 

request, continued to manage the minor's es tate, a full acquittance of all h is 

1 Vol. ii. of this work, pp. 147-149: wh o ~1r. Cunningh am was h:1.s not been ascertained. 
%Vol iii. of th is work, pp. 159-1 91: 14th ~lay l ti30. 
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aLlmiuistratiuu. The diseharge etllbraccd, unt ouly all tlealin:,;s \\'itli tliC rent.~ 

:t i~<l!• rofits of the earlJom, but also all supplies and aJditirms granted to tl1 e: 

r arl by hi :; country rucu ami fri ends, and any claims be lmd to his mother':; 

I•tO]•Crty. Th e.-;c moneys haLl all passeJ tLrough Sir Hobrrt's hands, anJ \\'~.;re 

ncconnted for by him.1 In :\o\·ember of tbe same year, the carl granted to 

!tis uncle a six years' lease of the chn]olaiury Janus of Gol spie-Kirktou , 

wi th the annual rent of tl1~ lands of Drnrmuoy, anJ the privilege of tbe 

passage boat aml port of t• ue:::, at a yearly rental of forty bolls barley, to be 

ueliYcred at the ferry of Uncs or the girncl of Golspie.~ 

The carl now began to take part in public affairs, and even before his 

f•;rmal entering into possc::siou of his estates he useJ his influence along 

wit h that of h is mrcl•.', Sir Ti ntoe rt, to ayert a th reate ned spoliation of tl1e 

l:u:ds of Frendranght br>lnnging to his brother-in-law. A quarrel about 

~.d1uun-fishin~s , between ,Tames Crichton of Frendrangbt and his neighbou r, 

\ \"iliialll t: lml"n of n othiernny, haJ lcJ to tbe Lleath of GorJon, and cmbroilt•J 

their rd.ttiYes. In l\Lty 1G30, Sir Hobert C: ord ou, on his way uorthward 

from EJiulourgh, lea rning at Strathbogie that a banJ of two ltllllLlreJ higl1lal1Ll 

marallll crs were at J:othiemay wi th in ten t t o pluuder }'renJraugh t, wlH:re 

t he Earl of SutherlanJ anLl Sir Alexauder Gordon of Xa\'idale were ou a 

vi:;it, at once apprised them of the fact, and they all l•rocceLlCll t o n uthiemay, 

where they induced the plunderers to dispe rse.3 

The earl soon after this accompanieJ his uncle to I n Ycrn~ss, anJ thcuce 

to Sutherlaud, from which he had been six years absent. Sir Hobert 

indicates that the interval was spent in tra\'elling abroaJ, but in August 

163 1 the earl was in Edinburgh, where he concluded an agreement with 

K ing Charles the First about the sheriffship of Sutherland. In 1G0 1, as 

1 Extract disch'lrge, dated 1st Jnly I 630, in Sutherland Charter-chest. 
~ Leaae, lith ~overuber 16:JO, ibid. J Uenealugy, p. 4!'l. 

YU L. L 
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narratctl in the previous memoir, Ki11 g James the Sixth erected the earldom 

of Snthcrb.nd illtO a. fr ee regali~y, \\·i th the usual privileges, and appoiuted 

the earls to be hereditary sheriff:; uf SutherlanJ, whic.h previous to that date 

was included in the sltNiffJom of Iuverncs;;. Sir J:ouert now procured the 

erection of SuthcrlauJ into a separate juri~J ictio n. To tl1is enJ OYerturcs 

were matle to Ki ng Charles the First i11 I G::! i, by \rh ich it \\";lS prC•JX?Sed 

that the earl should rt•sign his right to th e rcgn.lity anJ the lteritable·shcriff

ship into the king's kmJs. The idea was fa vouraoly entcrtainell by the 

king, because the proposal appeared likely to increase l1is revenue by yielding 

a certain yearly fen-duty, and also becauRe it promoted his intenti~u of 

reducing all herital>le ollices unJcr the Cro\nl. He wrote to tl1is e·ffect to 

the cotnmissioners of tith es desiring th •. ·m to J•roccrd in the matter, ancl 

authorising them to pay n. smn, not excf:'cding £I 000 sterling, for the 

privileges surrenJer.;d, or a lower rn.te if they could so arrange. 1 ..:\. similar 

letter was issued to the commissio ners of surrenders in OctoLtr 1 G:' s,~ out 

it was only in IG3I that a final a;;reeiHent was concluded. 

The Earl of Suthe rl :md uy this agreement resigneJ into the king's hands 

the heritable oflices of sheriff and coroner of Sutherland, and his heritable 

right of regali ty, in return for which l1is Inajesty promised ld m £10 00 

sterling. On the otlter hand, aJding the districts of Strathnaver, EdJera

chilles, Durness, Str.tthlmllaJale, ~\. ss;-nt, and" }'airintoscar alias Sleischeles," 

the latter being part of the pari .,h of Cn::ich, to tlte district .known as Suther

land, the king erected tlte whol e into a free and separate sherifl'Jom to be 

called the sheri fl~Jom of Sutherland. Dornoch, which a few years before, in 

I 628, had been erected into a free royal burgh with the usual privileges, was 

declared to be the head burgh of the new sheritfJom, with right to send a 

I Letter, 15th July 16~7. RPgist~r of Ropl Letters, vol. i. p. 19!. 
s 2Uth Oc:t oLa I G::!S. /~ i- 1 . p. 314. 
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C•)Jil!n issioncr to p:trliam ent. The hereJ itn ry ofi1ces of 5heriff anJ coroner oi 

t h·~ n~w ~heri O'd om. an'l the ri~ht of reg:-tl ity oYer the earl Jom of Sutherland , 

" !' re t l1e n rt:-grantt!ll to tl lC earl in the f,)rm of a \Y:tdset or mortgage, th C'se 

<·llit:L'S to be helJ Ll ench of the Crown, anJ to be recleerualJle on the payment 

, f the sum of £1000 sterling. This contrnct was signell both hy the kin;; anrl 

t he earl, and was foll owed by a char ter of the sheri ffdom a few dnys afte r 

t- i;,: nature. The ·whole ngreement anJ charter were formnlly ratifieJ J,y 

1•arli:nnent in 1G3~.1 

The earl, in ::\lay ·of the same year, 1 G31, wheth er he hall returned ho1ne 

or not, "·as requested by the ::O.I arquis of Hamilton, th en fitting out a force to 

Ee rve in Germany under Gustavus Adolphus, to nssist him in rccruitin;;. 1 n 

n:sponse to this request the earl's brother, Adnm GorLlon, "hrtving reo;oln:•l 

to tr:.wll abroo.lll, went into Gennany, with a number of resolut e soldier~. 

to se r_ve the King of ~wcde n, anJ to visit th ese kingdomes."~ Tbi::; contir:gt> ul 

:lftc rwarJs diJ gooJ service in th e thirty years' war. 

One of the consequences of the feud bet ween the earl's brother-in-law, 

,Tames Crichton of Frendranght, and Gordon of n otltiemay, was the 1umin~. 

r•n 9th OctoLer 1630, of the castle of Frendraught, nnd the uufortun atc Jcath 

of the Viscount o{ :\Ielgum or Aboyne, seconJ son of Gcorse, J!rt rrruis r, f 

Huntly. This melancholy event led to a coolness bet ween the families t>f 

Sutherland and Huntly. Spalding tells us how, upon the morn in;; after t l.!.! 

fire, Lq_dy Frendraught, the earl 's sister, "buskit in aue white plai 'l an• I 

ryding on ane small nag, ha~eing ane boy leiJing hir bars without any mae 

in hir company; in this pitiful] maner scho cam weiping and morn ing " to 

Gordon Castle, de3iring to see the marquis. She was, however, rcfusell 

1 Contract signed lSth July and 26th August 1631 ; charter, 4th Sept ember IG31; 
Acta of the Parliaments of Scotlanrl, vol. v. T'P· 62, 63. 

3 Genealogy, p. 450; vol. ii. oi this work, p. 38. 
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entrance, " so scho rctumit bak to l1c r a win hrJUs the same get (way) scho 

cam, comfortl es.'"1 ~imihr treatmeut was shown to th e earl him~clf, when, 

auout fifteen 1nonths later, he e:nne to Uord on Casllc on his way southward. 

H e had been st :1.ying at Quarrprond, uear Elgin, whence he rode v.-ith a 

small company of att endants to "the J:o:.;,'' as Gordon Castle was tLen 

familiarly call ed, lw}Jing to pass !liP night there. H e was a kinsman uf 

t he l\brquis of Huntly, anLl was jonrnt:·ying to EJinburgh to celelJrate l1i5 

ma n iage with Lady .J~a n IhummouLl. Eitlwr of th ese facts might have won 

for him a pleasant recept ion; yet he was coldly received, ancl the marl}nis, ia 

conversat ion, told him he must give up tlie binl of FrenJraught or himself. 

Tlie earl replied that he wonlLl pref~r the fri endship of the marquis to tl1at 

of h is b rother-in-1a"·, but he coulLl Hot, with ]Jonollr, repmliate the latter, 

so long as he was ln. w-frce. The marquis sai•l sharply, "The11 God be with 

you, my lord," ami turnc•.l hig back npon the earl, who respondcJ in like 

man ner, and going out, took his lea\·e of the marcl1ioness and Ler daughters. 

She urged h im to remaiu al l night., as his cl1anJl;er was prep:neJ for him, 1ut 

l1e dec1ined , and passed the nigh~ in a taYern adjoining the castle gate. H e 

pursued h is journey sonthw:ml early in the momin~, a,ml when he returned 

later in t he year, with his bride, they avoiJeLl "the n og" by crossing the 

water to a ho~telry on the otl1er side.2 

Soon after the earl'5 marriage, his uncle, ~i r Alexander Gonlon of 

Xa,·idale, wl10, like his mother, was a l:oman Catholic, as _he found it difficult 

to exercise his religion in Scotland, rcsolYeLl to go to Ireland. He offered his 

estates to hi" nephew, but in a letter to his brother, Si r n obert, complaim•J 

that the earl had dealt hardly with him. It is not cl ear how this was so, 

but apparently the earl pressed the conclusion of some parts of tbe bargain 

more rapidl y than »as convenient fo r Sir Alexnuder, though the latter 

I SpaJ,Jing's ~ lemorialls of the Truble~, \"ol. i. p. 1 !J. 2 3JJanuary IG3:!. ll>id. pp. ~ 7 -~!). 
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:~•·kno11 h~tlged he bad recei\·ed his money.1 Tl1e final interview between 

the c·a11 n.nJ hi s uncle took place in E Jinhurgh, \Vhere the former baJ 

1, uninc-d aftt·r hi s marriage. lu September 1G;)2, he ami his counte:;s pro

cet·•kd on their way northwards. They halted for a fortnight at Drummond 

l',L,t lc, the residence of t!te lady's father, v;hencc the earl wrote t o his uncle, 

:-;ir J:obe rt, that the s!,ip, Ja,Jen with tlu•ir furniture antl other goods ordcrctl 

from London, had arrived safe ly at Prestonpans, and that a vessel was shortly 

tn convey the whole to Suthcrland.2 The earl and countess reached their 

own country in safety, awl rpparently resiJ ~:: d at JJomoch for the winter.3 

In this and the following y ear, 1G33, the earl redeemed various laurls 

w!.ich ha·l been mortgaged uy his }Jrt:decessors, particularly the lands ,,f 

I:ovic-1\. irkton and others known as the Terrell's lands in :Stratl.ll l'et , 

nlit·nated by the fifth Earl of Sutherlaud.4 These aml other private ntftirs 

led l1im to aLscnt !Jimself from the parliament of 1633, t hough it wa<> 

j•:l' ~ ided flYe r by King Charles in person, and h e sent his }Jroxy to the 

1 lukl_: uf L <::ll llOX. Sir no bert Gordon visited Sutherland in t}Jis year, 1 C:l:J, 

and acted as peacemaker between the Earl of Sutlterlnml ami l h•J:ald, 

Lord l:eay, who !Jacl q uarrelled aLout the lands of llurness. The d• ~ J·Ilk 

wa.q nrrnngerl and a contract signed by the parties wh ereby tile e:-~rl 

granteJ the lands in question to Lord n cay in feu, the latter ami lliS hei rs 

Lccoming Lound to serYc and accompany the Earls of Sutherbntl at p:ulia

men ts anJ conventions when required. They were also uouud to COlll C in~o 

Sutherland at every wappcnschaw, and that under the Earl of Sutl•erlancl'>l 

Lnnner and cvlours. Lord Heay also renounced in favour of the carl tllc 

warrandice of Stmthnaver, which had formerly been a cause of debate.5 

1 21st July 163::?. Yo!. ii. of this work, pp. l.33-I.i5. 
2 :!2d Se]'temher 163::?. Yo!. ii. of tLis work, pp. 157, 158. 
3 Cf. Genealogy, p. 461. I fl.i•l. s [oi •l. p. ·lG:l. 





222 J 01I.'v-, 1'/l/I.'l'EE.\711 E.lRL OF SC1'11HJ:L.ISD. 

Following upon this came a dispute Lelwt.!en the earl and ArchiLald, 

Lonl Lorne, afterwards ::\farquis of . .:\.rgyll. The chitf of the M'hers iu 

Caitimcss, l•eiug, on some quarrel, remand from hi3 lamls Ly Lord J~eniedale, 

so11 of the Earl of Caithness, in rt:taliation Legan a series of depredatory 

expeditions into Cait hn ess, acco111pan iell by some western islanders, over 

whom Lord Lorne claimed jurisdict ion. Tltey generally returned with tl1eir 

J•lunder through Sutherl::t.ml uHnwiested l1y the iuh::~bitants , though the 

Earl of Snthcrlawl seizetl and bangell sotne of the Land. After a timt>, 

11 'her was apprehended by Lorll ~erriedale aml exec uted, Lut his followers 

continued th ei r marau ding practices, and under variuus le::tllers, wiLleu ed 

their area of plunder to J:uss at,d Sutherland. The earl's agents, in 1633, 

apprehended ten of tbt:m, along with Eweu ..-\ inl, their leader, who \rcre 

taken to D omoch, trieJ and executed, Lord J:eay aml other principal 

geutlcmen of Ross aml. Sutherland Leiug on the as<>ize. This act was 

commeml.ed by the privy c:ouncil, the earl thanked for his prompt justice, 

and a commission was issued to hilll and otl1ers tu 1•roceed against any of the 

clan :Jf·Kinnon, to whir.h the marauders LelougeLl, if they sl10uld invade 

either Ross or Sutherland. The carl's procccLlings, however, gave great 

offence to Lord Lorne, who claimed that clan as snl.ject to his jnrisuiction 

alone, and personally complained to the pri,·y conucil that the Earl of 

Sutherland had, without a commission, seized anLl executed the king's free 

subjects, not bein,:; in his own jurisdiction. The e:ouucil, llowever, formally 

approYed the earl's action, arHl renewed l1is conuni3sion, while Lord Lorne 

was bound over to keep the clan ::\l'Kinnon in check, and this incident led 

to Ross and Sutherland Leing freed from the incu rsions of the islanders.l 

The Earl of Sutherland, in common with several other northern magnates, 

received, in June 163i, a royal letter, requiring him to assist in a general 
1 Genealogy, pp. 463 -46 7. 
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r ont rib ut ion among the inhabitant:J of the Jiocesc of Caithness for the 

l·~ iihling o~ the cathedral church of D omoch.1 The result, l1 owever, is uot 

J..nown. ALout this time the earl wa<> interested in a dispute with Sir 

.1 ll lili Gordo n of Embo. Lord I~eay h <vl oiYered for sale certain lands in 

~trathn:~.n~r to Tiobert Gray of Creich, who obtained the earl's consent 

as superior, ou condition that the carl was afterwards allowed to buy 

the lands. ?.lean while neay made the same offe r to Sir John Gordon, who 

immediately bought the lands without consent of any one, and refnseJ to 

give t he eal"l any conditions, ,,,.l1ich incensed the latter exceedingly. Another 

matter in wh ich the earl t ook an active part was in raising more wen for ser

vice in Germany under the command of Captain Adam Gordon of Kilcalrnk il, 

who, in X ovember 1635, wrote a grateful letter to Sir Tiobert Gordon.2 

There was at this time also a renewal of the strife betwe en Crichtou of 

Frrndraught aml the Gordons, which proLaLly teuded to widen the breach 

l.t.;~w c..: n Huntly anJ Sutherland, though t he earl is not referred to as taking 

nny open pa rt in the feud . Dut the privy council considered it necessary to 

take precaut i.)ns, and t hey exacted bonds from H untly, Sutherland, anJ 

S~.::~. furth, with LorJ Lorne anJ other chiefs of the h ighlands, making them 

1csponsible for t he good behnsiour of thei r peo}Jle. Any coldness, howeYer, 

which might h :we arisen between the now aged :\Iarquis of H untly and his 

young kinsman was forgotten at the death of the fanner, and the earl, if he 

d itl not accompany the cortc:;c from StrathLogie, was certain ]~· prc·sen t at the 

funeral at Elgiu. H e walkeJ in tl1e process ion when, on 30th A ugust 1636, 

the coffin of the marquis wa<> borne from his residence in Elgin to the 

cathedral, where his forefathers were burieu. The earl was one of the pall

bearers, and a number of the neighbouring barons auJ gentlemen attended, 

I Register of Royal Let ters, voL ii . p. 770; cf. Genealogy, p. 471. 
1 \·ol. ii. of this work, p. I Gl. 
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while three hundred torches gave light to the ceremony, which took place 

at night.1 

The Earl of Suthcrlaml was, in 1 G3G, appoint t.: J one of a commis

sion, with the bishop of Caitlllless, Sir l:oLert GorJon, an•l others, to 

value the t einds of Snthrrbml, S trat lmaver, E •.llleracbilles, .Assynt, a111l 

other districts in the llci;,;ltboutlwod, anJ to au;,;meut tl1e stipends of tl JC 

ministe rs. This valuation anll J•I'OVision for tl1e ministers in c\·ery ]Jari ~h 

w:1.s set tled Ly the common consent of tbe laity aml chnrchmen.2 In the 

early part of 1 G3 7, the earl ftllll Lun I Ti en.y entered iuto treaties for the sale 

of the lauds of Stratlmavcr to the carl, wltich was afterwards effecterl, 

though the completion of th e purchase was defeiTeu.3 

The political and rel igio us sturlll, which hall fur some time been 

threatening Scotland, broke swldenly in the church of St. Giles, Edinburgh , 

on nJ July 1G3 i, when the scn·ice-book, imposed by royal authority, was 

rejeded by the assem ],Jed congregation. The spirit then roused did not 

subside, but spread rapidly over the country, anJ !Jet itions came to the privy 

council from all parts remonstrating against the se rvice-book. X ot only so, 

but as soon as the harvest was over, the petitioners and prot esters of all 

ranks, noLlemen, gentlemen, and ministers, cro\nled to EJinburgh to impres-3 

the go,·ernment with their views. Among these came the Earl of SutherlanJ, 

in time to join an important mee ting of noblemen and ministe rs who drew np 

a petition to the coum:il in view of the expected coming to EJinburgh of the 

Duke of Lennox, who, it was hoped, would act as a mediator with the king. 

This meeting was l1 e1d in the house then occupied by the Earl of 

w·emys.s, wbic:h stood near the council-chamber, and was largely attended by 

the nobility, nearly one hunrlred minister.;; also being present. Their petition 

was couched in the most respec tful but firm terms, and urged the importance 

I Spalding's .\Iemoriall•, ete., vol. i. p. ';' 4. l Ibid. pp. 4~ !, 4S;;, 
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of thei r c:wse, craved the consirleration of their just grievance<>, and that a 

way might lu' found Ly which they might be freed from the fear of the senicl' 

buok nnd all other innovations of that kind. "\rhcn the Duke of Lennox, 

who !tad l.Jcen at Paisley attelllling his mother's funeral, c:uue to Edinburgh, 

he wa~ received on !tis way to tl1e conncil-c!Jambers by an impos ing array 

uf lninisters r~tngc1l on tl te sonth side of the High Street, wltile a li ne of 

nohility ami gentlemen was drawn up on the north side. There th ey waited 

all the forenoon, while their petition was given in, but no hearing wa3 

gr.mted, and iu the afternoon they resumed the same orde r. The Earl of 

Sutherlanrl, who haJ been one of the first to sign it, presented the petition, 

but after long waiting, he and the Earl of Wemyss were summolteLl before the 

council and informed that the paper would be sent to his majesty with tltc 

duke, wl10 would relate everything. The two noulemen, on reporting this 

nnswer to their comrades, were sent back to request that the king's answer 

mi;;ht be at once notifiell to them, but the council had alrearly l>ecnlli:sllli, :sell. 1 

T!te petitioners waitetl for some weeks, in growing illl:!Jatience, for the 

H·ply tbey cxpecteLl from court, when it was 1eporteu that the answer would 

nrrive on the 1 ith October. It did arrive on that day, but was concealed, 

nl .. Hl its import was only aunounceL1 Ly a proclamation commanding the 

peti tioners against the service-book to leave Erlinburgh \Yi thiu twenty-four 

hours. Other obnoxious acts were also proclai111 ed, but, as noteJ in histories 

of the period, there were certain circumstances which marlc the fir,t procla

mation peculiarly offensi ;·e and irritating. In reply to these proceedings of 

the cou~cil, which were belie,·eu to be instigated by the bishops, the 

petitioners took a. bolu step. They drew up a paper, whieh, b~:;inning by 

deprecating the proclamation against them as unJeserveu, openly awl 

strongly remonstrated against the bishops, whose introd uction of the scrvi .::C'-

' Rothe~' Relation, pp. S-10; Gordon·s Scot.<! A.ff<lira, voL i. p. lS. 
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book allll book of cauons the '[Jct itioners declared to be cont rary to tl1c 

king's inten tions, aml snbnrsivc of religion an1l li uerty. They therefore 

eornplaiue<i of the prelates, cravctl that tl1c 1natter might be brought to a 

trial, but that the bishops shoulJ not sit as j tulges in such a cause. This 

pet ition was at once very large ly signet], anJ was pressed 11pon the a ttention 

of the 1•ri \'Y council. The E:ul uf .S utherlaml was one of tl1e clqmtation to 

t he council, nnJ in the evening of the Ert me day, 18t h OctuLer, l1 c aideJ iu 

moving aml carrying a resolu tion for outaill ing a wider suuscr iption of this 

important llocu went. I t was also resolve<l to concur in opposition to un

lawful judicatories such as the Higl1 Com111ission, shoulJ any of their 

number be ci ted before that court.1 

The next meetiug at which the earl is rccorJetl as being present took 

place on }fl th :Kovember 1G3i, when it was proposed to try aml communicate 

directly wi th the king. On the 17th, in obed ience to suggestions from the 

council, the petitioners broke up their larger committees, and bade farewell 

to each other before dispersing to their senral districts. This separation was 

urged under pretext of keeping the peace, but also with a view to disunite 

the petitioners. The coun cil's proposal, however, that a few commissioners 

should act for the nmjor ily, led to the estaLlishment of that orgauisatiou 

known as "The Tables," which became so powerful an instru ment fur 

uniting and guiding popular opinion. It was iu th e hands of these commis

sioners that the peti tioners left their cause when they p.arted amid hearty 

prayers for the kiug and their own welfare. It does not appear that 

the Earl of Sutherland was one of the first commissioners nameJ, but he 

was one of those who remained in Edinburgh to watch for and guard 

against any pun ishmen t wl1ich might be inflicted on that city. 

After t!Jis date, IJowever, the earl's name is not mentioned in connect ic,n 

1 r..othes' Rehtion, pp. 20, 21, 40, 50. 
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,r itl 1 any of the further procct:Liings until the mouth of February l G3S. 

n]'i"::n:; tu h:t\'C remain eLl in E·liubur::;h, as his countess died there ou ~!!tit 

lh:L l'tll Lt:r 1 G3 7, ami the atteu tion requireu by Iter in her last illness 1nay 

!t;IH! '';ithurawn !tim frul11 acti re service. But he stood among his l.Jrotlter 

J•l'l't'!', on t!tc famous ~.)tit of }'e1ruary 1G 38, in tl te church of Greyfriars, 

w!tt:n the mcmoraLie Jocumcnt, known as t!te "Confes.:;iou of Faith ot· 

Xational Corenaut," \':as n:all alouLl Ly Jolm:>tone of \\'arristoll, and afle:r

w:m\:; suL.:;ctil.Jed. The Jraft of it !tau Leen nnJer sc tiom con:;idL·t·ation, and 

was not accq•ted without Lkbat e, but the carl is uot llai.Jled in couBcclion 

with tlte dcliLerations, though lu.: was 1•robably present. But \rhen, after 

tlte puLlic reading of the document anu the final satisfact ion of tl10sc \rho 

!tt:sitateJ, the time carne for those intere~ t ecl to prO\'C their sincerit y by tlteir 

Si;!ll:ttures, the earl, accorJin6 to a contemporary historian, " ·as Lite tlrst to 

skp furwanl ::unl write !tis u::unc, becoming thus the foremo st covcuanterl 

I t w:t~, r erhaps, his rauk as premier carl of Scotland "hich Je,J It im to take 

so J > re~millent a plaee, but, we are tolJ, 1te \Yas immediately followed Ly 

~ir Amlrcw ~lurray, mi11ister of ALdie, in Fife, aud the lti:,tu!'ian cotumetHis 

them as" two noblc1neu, '1\-ho, out of zeale to tiler }Jrofessil•nc, "·ithout ally 

l,y-enJe, thought it ane hnppiue.;;se to be amongst the first suLscriLcuts all,} 

s·wearcrs to the covenant."2 

After the first su1scriptions, there '\\'as a rush to append signatures 

to the covenant, and taking aJyantage of the general enthusiasm, copies were 

multiplied , which were transmitted oYer the various shires and prcs1ytcries 

to be signed by the principal persons iu the separate l oc::~lities. To defray 

the expense of this and other necessary proceedings, a voluntary contribu-

1 Gordon's Scots .d.fbirs, p. 43. 1 
3 Ibid., pp. 43, 44. ~lr. Andrew ~I urray , 

minister of Abdie, was made a knigh t by 

K in;; Charles First in 1 G3:l, anrl w:t.• nt a 
later date, in 1641, created Lord Ba!l·;•ir.L 
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tion was le;·ied, at tl1e rate of one tlolhr for every thousand merks of free 

rent, awl to th is fuud the ca t l's fi rst con triLntion was twenty-five dollars. 

::\lore than mon~'y, howr \·er, \Hts ret}nircd of the supporters of the co,·cnant, 

and the earl, with othrr5, \Yas dircdeLl northwarcl to aiJ. the cause in his 

owu neigbbourhooLl. Jun :rness-sltire ;vas tlJCn und er tl te authority of the 

Ilfart}uis of ITuntly, who \ras OJl!'oseLl to the covcu:UJt, anJ. to counteract his 

infl ueU C(', letterS \\·ere add reSSeLl to the c>arJ,l the l\faster Of n erricJale, 

J.ord I.ontt, and otlt ers, requiring the111 t o meet at Invern ess on the 25th 

.April to procure signat ures to the covcnaut. The Earl of Sutherland and 

the ::\faster of :r.errieLlalc were specially commissionecl for, and engaged 

heartily iu t he work. They both att eul1cJ. on the J ay of meet ing, each 

arcompaniell by a gooll1y nnmLer of followers, and so did J.onl R eily, LorLl 

Lovat, il1e Tutor of F onlis, anrl the greater number of the gentlemen of 

Jtoss-shirc, with some from ::\Ioray. In tlw morning the earl and others 

receivec1 letters from the ::\Iart}nis of Huntly, earnestly dissuading tLem 

from subscription, but these let te rs rroducctl effects entirely contrary to the 

writer's desire. The co.-cnant was n 'ilrl that day iu the parish church, 

and subscribed by many noblemen aud gentlemen, the E<arl also adJing his 

name. The 11e:xt dily the co\·euant was presented for subscription to the town 

council of Im·erness. The provost and two others refused to sign, but were 

opposed by one of the h~ilies, anu \Yheu summouecl Ly " tonck" of Jrum, 

the "haill bodie of the tonne com·eiued anJ suuscry,·ed. most gladlie all 

that could; they that coulJ not, Lc a nottar." LorJ. Heay also suuscribed 

on this day.2 

After Lord Reay's arrival, the earl and the other noblemen there addressed 

1 R othes states that letters were writt en to him, as if be harl. left Edinburgh after the 
eubscription of the covenant, anrl this i.3 borne out uy othe r evidence. 

z RotLes' f.elation, p. 107. 
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Jt.tters to various local gentlemen, especially those of :\foray, intimating th•:ir 

i11 tentiun of visiting }'orres alll1 invi ting them to meet with the1n. One such 

hott<-r l:as Lt:en pt eiien·cLl, writ~cu t o l~ o~•.:rt Leslie, laird of Findra~sic. lt 

informs him that the object of the tneeting at I nverness was to learn from 

tbe commissiouers the truth and character of the proceedings concerning the 

inm•vations of th e service-book and other abuses. "Qubarin," the writers 

:-::1y, "'IYC find our Rel11ls sufficientlie satisfeit, aud that they have done 

w.tbiu6 in aU their proceidingis bot qnhat is legall, to the glorie of God, the 

ll(luonr of our dreid soveragne the king our maistcr, whicb is and sal Lc 

'rarraml it be the lawis of the kingdome." The letter tlwn intitnates that 

tbuse of the shires of Caithness, Sutherlant1, Hoss, and Cromartie, who md 

nt Inverness, had been satbfied, and invi tes Leslie to Forres to recein: siwihr 

~atisfaction or to give his opinion.1 The co11nnissioners tluly vi :;ited Funes 

nud Elgin, and in both places were successful in gaining a large n umber of 

ndlierents, a success which led to similar commissions in otlter parte; of the 

hingdom. 

Fur some months after this the earl's proceedings arc not on recortl, Lut 

Leis referred to in October 1638,as joining in the petition which was preseut t·d 

to the presbytery of EJinburgh, with the li bel against the Lishop~, pr.1yin~ 

tlt e presbytery to censure the prelates after trial, or remit the libel to the 

a:;semLly.2 The libel was remitted to the ensuing assemLly, wlti t h was to 

meet at Glasgow in X oYember, but the earl was not a member of th at bo.!y.3 

It is probable, from various indications, tltat he remained in his own ueic;h

Lourhood and used his influence there on behalf of the covenanters. l £0 

also despatchcJ his brother George wi th a " resolute companie, wcl-armcJ" 

1 Letter signed by Sutherland, Rea.y, 
Ln\'at, and others. Inverness, ~6th April 
lu3S, ,-oi. ii. of this work; pp. 169, I i O. 

~ Conlou's :5cots Affairs, vol. i. p. I ~7. 

3 The earl's youngest Lrother, Geort;•\ .,..,._, 
present as a lay elde r from t he prc•hytuy 
of Sutherland. 
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to.join tl1e coven:1llti ng a rmy then assembled in :Jioray umlcr the command 

of the Earl of Seaforth. 

Th is was in tlw cady part of tl1c year 1639, while the E arl of }.loutrose 

was operating against AIJcnlcen, aw.l a Scottish army was approachin~ the 

English border. H ostilities , h owever, as is well known, were averted, aml 

Ki n;; Ch<trk~ conseuted to the calling of a general asseJulJly and a p:ulil.

menl. The carl's brother, George, was again a. lay cluer in the as:::ernl,Jy, anu 

the earl himself altemleJ the parliament, which, after some Llclays, met at 

EJ inlJur0h on 31st August 1639. Sir James Dalfour, then Luru Lyon, s:tys 

this was the last parliament held in Scotlaml after the ancient forrn, Lut l11J 

J.oes uot mention that it wn..3 the first to meet in the new J!arliarucnt ktll, 

wl1ich still exists as one of the architectural orn:truents of E•liuburglt. 

1: nder its fine oaken roof, for tlte first time, the earl bore the sworu of state 

in att€uJauce upon his :Jiajesty's high commissioner, the Earl of Traquai r, 

am] l1is own first recorded act during the session was a protest tlra t his 

r iding or sitting in parliament should not J!rejudice any of his rights of 

}Jrecedencc.1 

This parliament, although it \Yas considered prudent by the king anu 

Ids advisers that it shoulLl be allowed to begin business, was not allowed to 

transact any. It sat for a month, and, as Balfour says, "concludit 110thing." 

It was then subjected to a series of petty adjourumeuts, no fewer than ten 

ia lltllllber, and at last was ar!Jointed t.o med again ou the ::!d June of the 

fullowing year, 16 40. This method of treatment, and the constant J.ivisivc 

in tluences brought to bear upon the covenanters by the court party was not 

without effect. In reference to the state of feeling, Baillie writes, on 1 ::!lh 

October 163(): "Division is much labolU'ed for in all our estate; they speak 

1 Balfour's Annah, vol. ii. pp. 354, 339 ; Acts of the Parliaments of Scotian•!, vol. v. 
pp. ~51, ~5!. 
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o[ too great prevailing with our nobl es ; Hoome evidently fall en off ; l\Ion· 

tr"~". u v ~ unlyke to Le ensnared with the false promises of atlYancernent; 

~!.11 i •• hdl and Sutherland, and others, somewhat doubted; Sheriff of 

'1\:vidaill (Si1· "William Doughs), and some of the barrons, iuclyning the 

court way; tlirisions betwixt the mercbauds and crafts of EJi uburgh, and so 

t•y con >:cq ucnt, of all the UUITOWS in St.:otland." 1 Even the d ergy were not 

ext·mpt from the pre\·ailing discon tent, hut the gloomy view of the situation 

taken uy Baillie was not justified a::; regards the Earl of Sutherland, who 

continued to adhere to the cau~e he had espoused. 

The carl nppears to have retnm cJ to Sutl1erland after tlte parliament, :mJ 

in January lG -10 the committee of the estates wrote to him advising him nf 

tlH' in •' re a.~ell gravity of tl!C situation. "X ever," they say, "we:> tli:1ir grcatL· r 

ueitle of l],Ji Lerat and serious cou nsall and advyce to this poo rc natiune tl~t · n 

now, cpd1·~n tlic enymeis of trewth aml hatcris of tliis countrcy ha\'e so pre

vaiJI,,,l that , :'. ;; we a1· cretlihillie enfonneJ, his majestie, ourc drL'ad soverai;pw, 

i~ p·1~•.:-~ t wit:1 suche anc hard opinione of ws tha t he goes 0 11 in all warlyke 

J'TL')•:t r.Ltic.un ~. " The committee th en refer to the mission of tl1c Earls of 

l>unfcnuline and Loudou11 to the king, ihe for tify ing of the cast le of EJin

Lurgh, and the increase of Dorder garrisons. They urge that all lawful 

ordiuary means be used to prevent danger, and eamestly cujoin uni<J n 

amongst their parti~ans ; " bot iff divisione fall amongst ws wee tnay cxl'ect 

rwine and slaverie to ws and oures." The earl is, therefore, ent~eated to 

give his active concurrence and nssistance.2 

Hostilities between the covenanters and the castle of Edinburgh bega n in 

J nne 1640, but not apparently until after the sitting of the estates, whi ch 

took place in terms of the proclamation of the adjournment, and at which 

1 Baillie's Letters and Journal ~, vol. i. p. 22-!. 
2 Letter, 2-Hh January 1640, vol. ii. of this work, pp. 3~, 40. 
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the }~arl of Sutherland was present. As is well kn own there was no l1 i.::;h 

commiss ioner pre::;ent in t!Jis parli :uuent. The estates, asr,r rting tl1emsehes 

to be snmtnolied by royal authority, funnally tl ·~clared themselYes to be a 

complete and perfect J>arlimncnt, aml iu that capacity proceedeJ to do 

business and pass acts in the usual form. T!Je carl was appoinlerl t o take 

charge of the counties of Su therl:.J.nJ aml I:uss i 11 the prospect of l10stilities, 

and especially to guarJ the Cromarty Firll1, lest En~li sh t roops should be 

landed there. In addition to pro viJing !Jle n for tl1e defence of his own 

district, tl1e earl sent sonth two detachlllent s of armed clansmen, one under h i3 

brother, George, t o the army at X ewcastle, and a second to tl1c Scottish border. 

The earl remained in the north during the wl10le of the year 1 G-1.0, as 

appears from letters addressed from Dunrobi n and else>vhere in January, 

July, and October, of that year, to Alexallll er Liutou of P ittendreich, his law

agent, in E dinburgh. These letters relate to the earl's private busi ness 

affairs, the disposal of l1is victual, salmon , sheep, etc., from Sutherland, the 

paymeut of interest on loans, aud similar items. In July he refers to the 

sum of £100 to be paid for his daugl1ter's "boord and intcrteinment" to 

Mr. James Cunningham, perhaps the same person >rho superintended the 

earl's own education. The earl also writes that l1is shoemaker is dead, and 

he wishes another to be sent to him; meanwhile he orders pairs of shoes to 

be made for his ·wife and his sons. In the same mouth of July he visited 

Delnies, in Tioss-shi1e, aud also the residence of his f~ther-in-law, Lord 

Lovat, as he >nites from these places. I n one of his letters from Dunrobin 

in October he refers to his family muniments. H e says, "~Iy charter kist 

is in such confusione that I can goe sik no wryts out ofT it till it be 

red up, and that I ba.-e some understanding lllan by me to drawe UJ! ane 

inn~ntar off the wryts." The earl, th ere fore, invi tes his agent to come north 

and spend the winter at DunroLiu that !JC uwy put tl1e charter-chest in 
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r•r·h·r.1 The carl ha,l some rea..:;o 11 to be anxious auout his papers, as th ey 

ha.l l'a"s,••l through many han•h.. Their treatment by the Earl of Caith

I:• ·~~ i ~ 1wticed in a prerious memoi r; they were at Kildrummy Castle for a 

h ug time in charge of Lord Elphiu::,tone, and though the carl speaks of tlw1n 

in 1 Jdolo L• r IG O! as at DunroLin in July, l1e r efers t o writs still at Elj,hin

l'tone. Their comparatin:!ly good presen·ation uuder such vieissitullt·s is 

i llllec(l rewa rkablc. 

~o fu rther melltiun of the earl occurs at thi s period, un t il l\Iay IG-!J, 

wlwn he was in Edinbmgh, with t he in tention of at tending parliameut. 

n dore going south, howewr, he had begun buil(ling operations on his castle of 

})unrobin, repair ing it, and completing the great tower, a work which was 

r:Hefnlly carr icLlun by his cuuutess Lluring !1is aLseucc. Little lmsinc.~s was 

done at the :\by Jn ceting uf pa r li.1ruent , and i t was by his majesty's specia l 

do·:~ i ru con tinued tilt the mi•ldle of .July. The c::u-1 took adrantnge of tlH} 

i n t ·~r ra l t 0 111ake a j oum .-.y into E ngland to vi sit the Scottish army, wbieh 

t hl'n lay roun ,J X ewcastle. Gor don of Sallaehy states, that the earl went 

th ithl' r to see tl1e country, and al.so that he was sent for t o scttlt: some 

Lli , putl'S w!Jich had broken out among the Scots, \>hi ch were happily colll

l '''~cd Ly his intlucncc.~ The grounds of this last statement, bowevl'r, are 

i:10t clea r, unless a dispute between General Les lie and the Earl of .:\Ionlru.<l! 

ns to correspondence with the king be referred to.3 

The ea rl h ad returned to EJinburgh Lefore the :?~d of June lG-!1, when 

he was called upon to perform a painful office in conuection \\·ith his ohl 

college· companion, t he Earl of :Jiontrose. M ontrose had ueen committed to 

custody, in the castle of Edinburgh, for making rash speech es about the carl 

1 Original !Ptters, dated l .'ith J anu?..ry, 4th July, !Jth July, and ~9th October 1640, in 
pos,eq~ion of ~frs. Ferguson, 5 Forbes Road, Edinburgh. 

: Genealog-y, pp. 50 i, 50S. 3 Spalding's ::.remorialls, etc., vol. ii. p. 4 7. 
YOL. I. ~ G 
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. of Argyll, anJ on the dny nnmecl, the Earl of Sutltcrlnnd \HlS connnis;;iouell 

t o bring hizn in n couch to bq examinell Ly tlte committee of estates. He, 

howuvcr, tdused to appear, and Sutherland rl'turucll \1·ith nn answer to tlmt 

effec t. T he parlinweut- opened its sitting on the clay appointed, 13th July 

IG.J.l, in the new hnll, without any ceremonial, aurl proceeded at once to 

lmsincss. The End of Suthr-rlau<l was in his plac••, aud took an acti,·c part 

in the proceedings. He was one Clf those appoiHted to sign the h:lt·~ r from 

the estates to tlte king in answer to tltat frozn !tis m:lj,~.;;t r, sent llown with 

the E arls of Loudoun aud Dunfermline. The king a,;ked for a prorogation 

until he himself could l•e present, but tltis wail respect iully refused. This 

refusal, indeed, \\"as the main purpor t of the letter, tltollgh it also referred to 

the treaty with the English p:uliament.l 

The earl's parliament:.uy duties \YCre iuterruptetl for a time by his 

attend:1.nce ou the genera l assembly, wltich Ulet at ~t. Audrcws on ~Oth J uly, 

aud to which he was C•)mmi;siont::d as a representative elder. The assemL!y, 

during the later days of its sittings, met at Edinburgh, and we find the earl 

again in p arliament on the Cth of Angu~t. On thnt day he was one of a 

committee who ex::tminerl the Earl of :Jfontrose, Lon] Xapier, Stirling of Keir, 

anll Sir Archibald Stewart of Blackhall, npon nrions 1•oints regarding which 

they were accused, but. beyond the fact tltat t hey were snill to haYe charged 

Argyll with treasonable speeches, and tlt::tt ~[ ontrose \l·as t!te promoter of 

t he fa tuous Curubernau lc.l band, the circumstauccs arc not clearly to be ascer

tained from the depositions or extant pupers.2 It m:1.y be added lhat the 

labours of t he committee to obtain material for a process continued for some 

t ime, but the accused were, a few months later, rcleusccl witqout a trial. 

The carl was no doubt presen t when King L'hurlcs the F irst was welcomed 

I 20th July 1641. Balfou r's Annals , i ii. p. I I 
2 Acts of the Parliaments of Seotl an,J, y.,J. , •. 1'1'· G:l j' -G39. 
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t o l lulyruud b:· the noLility mHl Larous, who " kist his baud in the lon;;c 

g.tllc rl'y" on h is aniYal in Scothllll on l Hh . \.u:;ust 1G·11. Three days 

Ltn ]!,~ :w.J Lite 1•:u liauJcnt roLlc in state, uud the E arl of Sutherland touk 

part it: the 1•roccssion. l ln riug tltc k inc;'s vi.si t, the carl was nominatell one 

uf tltc Scottish }!l'i,·y cunncil. li e was, lJowcvcr, not one of those nal!lcd in 

t he li st l 'rl'part:d J,y the king himself, lJnt was appointed Ly tbe estates in 

ruum of the ::\[arquis uf Huntly, \rhuoc name was struck out. Olhcr 

r•.fcrt·Hces to t l1c carl in tltis padi,mwnt are nnim]'ortant. A s the carl touk 

1•:nt in the opening, so he roLle aLo at the close of the parliament, but 

l>eari11g the sceptre in pbre of the swur,J.l 

The incidents of the uext two year.s we learn only from the f<unily 

c l irou icl .~ r. ]) uring t he year 1 G4 ~ , t he c·::nl, \re are t old , complde•l his 

W',;oti,ttiuliS with Lore] n eay for the pun.:ha:::e of Sl ratlmanr, and aetptiretl 

tk1 t di,;trict. H e also rai:;t·•l anJ de;;patcltcJ to Irclaml, under the CO!Illttalttl 

l'f l .i~ l 'rothcr, George, a comva ny of Incn to join General.:; Leslie awl :\f nmn, 

f,, r :ill ]•preO'sing the lri:;h rcLellion. In the lJC<;illl ting of the fulluwi11g year, 

I G4:\ another comvany was sent to Frauce, to serve unJer the Earl c> f 

lr \'i nc, Lrother of the ::\I arqnis of Argyll.2 The earl \YaS re.siJing at Dumul.in 

al tl1is time, a fac t we learn from a lettt' r addressed to his law-:1gcut, on 1 ~lth 

FeLruary 1 G 13, in '"h ich Le \Hites regarding some pieces of platf', \\hich lw 

wishes melted auJ recast, and he gives particular d irections for marking npon 

the new plate h is own aml his wife's init ials and their arroorial Leariugs.3 

·war haLl already Lroken out between the king and t.h r. parliament of 

E ngland, and when the Scottish pa rli ament or con\·enti on of estates met in 

June 1643, they were invi ted by the E nglish parliament to j oin in a league 

1 Acts of Parli:une nts of Scotland, vol. v. 
l'P· 3S5, 405, 4 ~5, 572 , 583, 659, 660 ; Ba!
fvt tr 's An nals, vol. iii. p. 162. 

2 Genealogy, pp. 509-51 I. 
3 Original let te r in possession of ~I ra. 

Fergason, 5 Forbes Road, Edinburgh. 
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offensiYe and defcn;;ive. Tn tlti s the Sco t", after for so tne time Yainly 

attempting to pacify the coJit eml ing p:uties, agreed, awl prrp,nations \\·ere 

lJlade tlu o11glwnt Scotbntl for tlte; rai:<ing of levies for the army. The 

E arl of Sut!terlaml, who attemled the conven t ion, took hi :S sltare in its 

procceLlings. H e \..-as fi rst appointeLl one of a cmntnittee to consider and 

:-~pportion the £ 800,000 Scots tu be rni.>ed. for lltc anuy in Ird:md. H e was 

also IJhCeLl on the gene ral cmnmittee named fur the Jden ce of tl1 e kinguom, 

in aLlrlition to which It t~ was :-~pJ!oiutecl coloul'l of h orse anLl foot for his own 

county of Sntltcrland anJ pare of I nverness.1 The convention acljourneJ in 

the Iniuclle of .,\ ngust 16-!3, :-~ncl met aga in in the begiuuing of J au nary 

following, bnt the Earl of Sntherlan tl does noL appear to ha \'e been present ,~ 

and he certainly remaincJ at home during the early part of 16H. Gordon 

of Sallachy says that he this year l' t> pai rccl th e li tt le tower of lJuurobin. H e 

went soutltwanl to E dinlm rgh, in the mouth of June, to be present at the 

parliament which then met in terms of tlte last act of the parliament in 16-! 1; 

lmt his name appears chieily in connection with vari on~ committees of which 

he was maJe a member, the principal being that appoin ted to deal with affai rs 

in the north. IIe was also nomin atcLl one of the stand ing committee of estates. 

H is presence \ \'aS required in the north 1 efore the parliament rose, owing 

to the landing on the west coast, ea rly in J nly, of a small force of Ir ish under 

Alexander :\I acdonal ,J, kuow11 as " Colkitto," who was sent by the Earl of 

A ntrim to a t tempt a dh·ersion in SccJtland in favour 9f the king. The 

force was small auJ miserably equipped, but circumstances enabled it t o 

effect undreamed-of results. ::\Iacdouahl marched northward, hoping to join 

t he Earl of Seaforth, but found that that nobleman, with tl1c Earl of Suther-

I Acts of the Parli:.m••n ts of Scotian.!, vol. vi. ( 1) pp. 1 !J, 52, 57. 
2 He was, bo,;ever, rcqui reJ to furni 3b his 'luota of men to join th e army u udcr Lor.l 

Leven. Ibid. p. 7:J. 
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LuHl :--.nJ other;;, kt\1 gathcrcLl tl 1cir 1uen to opJ!03C ldm. ~J acdonald then 

uwrchcLl l1is men southwarJ ~ to ~\ t h ol e , a movement wl1ich led to l1i.> 

1n cet;n~~ "·ith tl1 ~ :Of :m1 u i ~ uf .:Uoutru.~ c , r.nd to hi ..; sl1 ;1.ring i11 thL.: Lrilli::nt 

~erics of Yictori e.s wnn by tha t le:tder during tl JC years 16-14 anJ 1 G4 5. 

·w hil e the Earl of Sutl1erl:ruJ was tl1us employed in the north, the com

mittee uf ~stal es directed lettc·rs to him aml others to assist the trans1•orbti•)n 

of certain prisoners from Caithness to ALerr1cen. These were AlcxanJer 

In·inc, younger, of Drum, his wife, l1is Lruther, and otlJCrs, who havi 11g 

rcfnscJ to take the solemn league and eoYenant, were, along with the 

:.Iarquis of Huntly anLl other recusants, excommunicated. They lw!l trie,J 

to escape uy taking boat from rra<Se rburgh, Lut being furccd to lawl i :I 

Caithness, were apprehended there by Francis Sincb.ir, a son of the Earl cl 

C.titlmcss.1 Tlu3 Earl of SutherlanJ ''Tote from Tain, on Hth August I r. 14, 

alld .s ing hi ~ kinsman, Lonl Elchl), then in command at "\.ber•lccn, that tlw 

young Ltird uf Drum haJ, in obedience to orJers, bee n seut forwarJ with !J is 

captor, and desiting him to as.:;ist Sinclair, that no one else shonhl ~hare in 

the prisoners' fi nes, 'rhich amounted to no less a sum than 31,000 tu.·rb, 

and were considered a rich prize by the committee of esta tes. The ea rl 

adJs, that others of the comUJittce who were present with Si11cla ir at tli ·! 

seizure, "altho l1e was cheifl' man, wold wi::.he to ue shaircrs :.bo, nutwit h· 

standing he hath nobly intertinied them since ther taking." Lord Elcl~t>, 

however, left .Aberdeen l,efore Sinclair and l1is prisoners reached that city, 

audit is doubtful if Sinclair ever rccei veJ the full amount of the snnt "hich 

was ordered to be paid to hirn.2 

The earl also, in his letter to Lord Elcho, dwells upon some diftlculties to 

be contended with in the division of the country nuder his own clJal"c:; t'. 

1 Spal,Iing's Memorialls, etc., pp. 3GI, 37!1, 380, 3!!7, 3!18; vol. ii. of t his W<•rk, 
p. 17::!. 2 ~lcmoriall s , etc., ii. p. 400. 
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Nothing, be says, need be " expedit from ws heir, t i II the slownes off 

Cathnes nntl malign::mci t• off Stranawc~· ::wrl A3sinL which ar within our 

diwi<'ioue Lc ta);.;u course \rith ." H e ll c•pes il will lJe sullicicn t to act in 

terms of the latt:st onlers, seeing tl1a t llis tliri<ion was lc;;sened l•y tlJC taking 

away of th ose .:\[ackenzies who lwJ J,ecn appoin tetl to join with hilll in 

making up the quota of lGOO foot sohliers ; "as fur borse~, the parliament 

ditl consitlcr we \\ er unaUe to furni .:;hc nnic, and therfor tliu dispencc \rith 

them." The carl also rellects ou th e condnd of Sir James Sinehtir of :\I urkle, 

the conYencr of the co mmit tee of war for Cait hncss.1 

In a. p l)stsc ript to his letter the carl n•lds, " It is uo wontler that tl1e 

~[aster otT I:eay doth giYe no obedience lo the estcats ordours, when in L1 espyt 

of them he doth keip ane open ta l.le to the ilbn1uss of H untly in his fie!Js , 

ami, as they report, doth go openly to thcr churches, 'rhich I admeir the 

esteats souhl so long sufft•r." The first part of tl1is is Pxplaineu by the fact 

tha.t the .:\[arquis of Huut1y, dreadiug the wrnth of the estates, had made an 

escape from his own dist rict, an<l fouw l a refuge in Strathna,·er, where he 

remained for some time as a guest of Lorll H ~'::ty. Lonl n eay, though as 

formerly stated, he sign ed the covenant in l G:J3, was nerer firmly attached 

to the cause. In l G-!3 he left Sl:otlant1 for a. time, bnt in 1 G J-! he openly 

j oinet1 the king, anJ wa.;; at this time nt X cwcastle, " ·here be was after

wards taken prisoner, As to the contluct of the .:\fa ~ter of I:.eay, Gordon of 

Sallachy inuicates that the Earl of Sutherlanu was specially forbearing to 

him, because of ltis kinship, although he ne,·cr joined with the earl, paiJ 

n o public loan or tax, nor any coutributiou of men, nor JiJ he attend any 

committee. The write r adds his belief tbal after the .:\Iarquis of If untly 

took refuge with I:.eay, the earl spared the maste r "the more for his sake, 

and diu forbear, so farr as he could , tn trouble him, although he was 

1 \ oL ii. of this work, pp. I; I, I;~. 
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hi.s vasscll, anJ LomtLl Ly mauy ties to full ow him." The earl, we are 

tul.J, sent a. mes:;uge to tl JC ma~te r, that i f he woulL1 be a quiet and goo• l 

IH:igltLuur, he netd fear llO kll'lu, \l' hil'h l•l'Olllise tlt e master readily za\'•' .1 

Tltc Earl of Sutherland a1•pears t o l!itve kept the fie ld Juring tl 1c 

months of .August, Sl'l •ternl>l: r and October, 1 GH, \\·heu .:.routrose Lega n 

his campaign uuJ gained h i:> fi:·st ::, nccesses. The marquis had raised the 

ki ng's stanJanl solllet ime in ..c\ n~u st , :lilll l1e defeated the troo]'S ltasti ly 

mustered against ltim at Tippermuir, uear l'et tit, on the l st of SeptemLcr. 

Thcuce he marcherl t o A Lenlee11, making a circnit L_r Dullllee. From A ber

deen lte led his army nortlnranl, pnrsuetl now by a considerable force unde r 

the .:.Iarquis of Argyll. l t was on this march uor lhwanl that ::\Iou trnse 

encountered, froru th e E arl of Sutherland anJ otln: r ltorth em lender;;, wl1at 

may he called the fir :> t check to his alhance. \\rltcn l1 e reached the Spey lte 

fouml that they had mu sterel1 their fvrccs strongly to oppose lti m, aucl seized 

cYcry aYaihLlc boat upon the riYer. H ad ~.\. rgyll's army mareh ~.; d more 

quickly, :Jfont rose's career might at this point han been cut slwrt , for a t 

this time he was seized with inllisposition. But the coYenanting army 

spent much of its time in h urrying Huntly's district and property, and 

Montrose was enabled to retrnee his steps towarcls .\.. thole.· 

Argyll was at F ones in the h:ginning of Odober, where he met with tlte 

Earl of Sutherland, Lord LoYat, and other gentlemen of the ncighbourhoocl 

who commandeJ about a thousanJ nten. There the marquis aud the earl 

concerted plans for preserYing the north against invasion. lnYerness \\·as 

to be fort ified, aml two regiments were to be quartered there to support 

the earl anJ the other nor thern leaders as occasion might arise .~ The 

.f.Iarquis of .Argyll then returned sonthw~uJ, lea\'ing the country north of 

the Spey in the charge of the ea rl and his comrades. 

I Genealogy, p. 5'27. %Ibid. p. 5'2 1. 
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. The c:-t.mpaign of 1645 opened with an attack by )Iontrose upon part of 

Argyll's force, whi..:h he snrpri5t:LI and compldely o\·etthrew at Inverlochy 

0 11 ~Ll 1-'eur u::'..~y 1 tJ-1~. Duriu.;; LIH:: \\inter lllOUths Le anu his army klu 

made an iucur"'ion into .Argyll 's territory, }Jlnwlcriug and harassing tl1e 

inhabitant;;, but iu Jauuary he !eLl his follow~;rs towanls Lochaber and 

Lochness, encampiug at ALertarfi", now r ort. August us, anLI it was while 

here he learned that Argyll was gathering his forces at Inverlochy. The 

activity of the Ead of Sutht;rland and the other coYenauters in the north, 

ho,Ycver, had also influenced ~Io11trose in h is 1110\"elllcnts. Gordon of 

Salbchy st.ttes that the earl and ltis comraJt;S, l!lustcring their men, marched 

to AbertartT; aud l\Ioutrose him~df illllicates, in a letter to the king, that 

one reason of his sudLlen march was to attack Argyll before the northern 

troops could join him.1 

A few weeks after the battle of I nvcrlocliy, orders were issued by the 

committee of <·.states fur increa"'iug the strength of the earl's regiment, no 

doubt iu view of future operatio:1s against. l\Ioutrosc, who had now adYanced 

as far as E lgin,!! where he was joined by LorJ Gonlon, son of the l.Iarquis of 

H untly. T he committee of estatt:s meanwhile l1aJ appointed Sir John Huny 

and GenerJ.l \\"illiam Ihillie as co:nmandcrs, in room of the ~Iarquis of 

Argyll, -who had resigned, aml these ofiicers, acting iu concert, nearly 

surprised )Iontrose while attacking the towu of Dundee. He retreated 

northwarJs, b~Jt recciYing large accessions to his army, from Lord GorJon, 

and his own lieutenant, AlexanJer )IacJonalJ, he resolved to gi,·e battle to 

Sir J ohn H urry, who, in his t urn, gradually retireJ towanls I nverness, 

hoping to j oin the northern covenanters. 

The earl in person led h is men to j oin the force of General H urry, who 

1 Gene:Llogy, p . 5::!~; X:.pier's L ifd of ~[on trose, vol. ii. p. 4S4. 
2 Acts of the Parlia ments oi .Scotland, vol. vi. (I) p. 335. 
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on r~cei\· iug the ~nthc:rl:1.11J contiu_::enL allll ot her reinforcem ents, attac:kt•d 

)fonlros••. The btte r was J•ustcd at the village of .Auldearn, near X.1i1·11, 

whcn', un the nwruiug of the ~ t it ~lay 1 G t.'i, he \\·as nearly suq.rised by tl1e 

nJ ,·a nee of lluny's furcc. l~ut couc:ealing the greater }.!art of l1is compara

tivt:ly small force behinJ tbe vilb~e, which, at that t ime, stood on the 

!teigl lt cover ing the \·alley uclow, ~Iomrose stationeLl Ale:xandet• l.Iacdonahl 

on his right wing, in a po~itio n prott>c tcLl Ly enclosu res, rocks, and Lrnsh. 

wooJ, on Lrob~n grounJ. Th t.) rest of !tis forces, including the cavalry, were 

drawn up uuJc: r l1 is own colllmand on t!tc left wing, wl1ile his main army 

was reJlresentet! by a few picked musketl.:'er:>, whom he had placed wi th so1nc 

cannon directly in front of the vill age. The royal stand::ml 'vas clispl.1yeJ 

from :\IacdoualJ'::; position, as ::\[ontrosc expected it wou!J Jraw the main attat:l~ 

of the enc:wy, whPre the nature of the ground rendered approach diflicnlt. 

UurJon of Sallachy gi\·es some in,Jica tion, not afforJed by other writers, 

of the positions occn1•ied Ly th e troops under Sir J ohn Hurry. Sir 2\I un~·~ 

CampLL'l l of Lawcrs led the Yan with his own regiment. The ri ~ht win;; wa~ 

1•rott:<.:tcd by the cavalry which Hurry had brought with him from the south. 

The l 1ors~::men from :Moray and the notth were on the lt:ft wing, undl.:'r 

('<t}1taiu Drummond, while the Earls of Sutherland and Seaforth were with 

Sir J ohn Hurry in the reserve.l '\Vhen the armies met., the coveuuutin;; 

general justified ~lontrose 's expectations by directing the energies of his Le,l 

t roops against ~Iacdonald's position. The regiments of Lawers, Loudoun, 

and Lothian, all stcaJy, well-trained troops, were ordered to attack that pos~ 

and the front of the vil lage, "·hich they did with the utmost gallantry and 

verseverance. So effective was their charge, that ~Iacdonald's force was 

nearly surrounded. But on the other "Wing, ~Iontrose and his men "Were 

victorious, and on hearing of ~Iacdonald's discomfiture, l1e ordered a general 

1 Genealogy, p. 523. 
YOL. I. 2 II 
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charge. Hurry's Lhagoons "·ere unable to \Yilhstnnu the shock, and Drum

mond's enYalry, l•cing unskilfnlly km·lled, increased the confusion. The 

C~l.\'aJry were the fir.;t tO sho\\' signs of flight, anJ. though tl1 0 foot soldiers 

stood their ground, l1 1ey did not retrie \·e th e fat e of the day, 1ut were cut 

down in their ranks. Gen eral flurry himself escaped to Innrness "ith 

auout one lmmlrctl of hi ~ Jragoons, awl those troops who formed tlLe reserve, 

inclmling th e Sutherland cou ti ugent, also reached that town safely, or with 

1 ut slight loss. Only one of the Earl of Sutherland's officers is referred to as 

being t aken pri sonr r, Caj,tain Lieutenant Gonlon of Brora, "who \vas shortlie 

aften\"aru rd eased hy the Yisconnt of Aboyu, whose prisoner he was." 1 

From this ::mel other ilhlica tions in Conlon's History, a recent writer expresses 

the OI•iniou that tl1e Earl of Sutherlnnu "·as not very hearty iu this actiou, 

from his faYour to and kin~h ip \ri th th e Gorclons who were in the army of 

1\Iontrose. It was proba11y r.1ther 1ecausc of thei r position in the reserve 

that the northern cunlingent ar·pears to hase taken lit tle p::ut, and sufft:red 

very li ttle los'S in th e battk 

The remaining n otic ~.; of the E arl of Sutherland during this year, 1645, 

chiefly rela te to h is act ions in his own neighbonrhooJ. According to the 

family historian, wr iting at the periou, h e kejJt h is regiment constantly ready 

for sen-ice at his own charges, 1nt scarcely knew \vhat course to take, as the 

other principalleacler in the north, F.arl Seaforth, had a strong inclination to 

}lfontrose's party, while the country of Caithness was indifferent to the 

covennnt.2 Also at tl1is time, or soon afte r the battle, letters from the 

estat es t o tl1e enrl and others, encouraging th em to stnnd by the good cause 

an•l assuring them of help, miscarried, having been seized nt. Bnckie with the 

ship which carried them.3 The earl attempted to hinder the ilfarquis of 

H untly, who was now Lcgi nning to tire of h is retreat in Strathnaver, from 

I Genealogy, p. 5:!5. 2 Jb :d. p. 5:!!!. 3 Spal.l ing's ~fernoriall s, vol. ii. p. 476. 
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uwrelting southwards by b1Hl; Lut II natly C\·aued the earl's Yigilance lJy taking 

Loat from Caithne~s. anJ Ltn<led at Enzie in his own territory, on 4th OctoLcr. 

J n~t aL tbi~ Li rue Lon.l l: ·~a), \diO had l•C<.-1• a !JI isoncr in EJinburgh 

Castle siuce October .lG-1-1, wa!-1 set free, aru.l instantly !Jasteuecl to the north, 

wbcrc hitherto, as formerly indicated, l1is son, the ::\Iaster of n eay, lt ad 

maiutaiucd comparati\·ely fricmlly aml r•eacefnl relations with the E<~rl of 

Sutherland. These rt:l ations, howewr, Lorll n eay Lroke in llpon in a some

"· hat aggressive mauuer. li e pretended a commission from the king, and, in 

terms of it, im·aded a part of Stratlma\·cr, funue rly belonging to l1imself but 

How to tl1e E:ul of SutLerhml, scizccl tllC rents, tlte tenants being of lti.s 

own kin, allll carriccl away cattle, whidt "·ere the earl's own property. Th e 

l arl JiLl not retaliate, Lut sent to inquire tlJC reason of this aggression. Iu 

rq •ly, Lor,] r.cay allegeJ his commission, asserting also tb at tbc earl ltaLluot 

pt.! rformecl all that was pruiuisecl at tlw sale of these lancls. H e fur tltcr 

declared tl1at l1is people !tad made a mistake, and as uo blood baJ Lcen sited, 

fri emls of lJOth p.utics succeeded in rccollCil iug tltc:In for tbe ti1uc, for the carl 

•· haJc greate r matters th:m ky now to lookc wtto, aucl was likely to ltave 

greater enimics upon him then Rea." 1 

Tow:mh the close of this year, 1 G-!5, the committee of estates ordered tltc 

earl's regiment to be transported soutlmarLl by sea from l nvemess, to be at 

t!Je orders of the parliament or their gencral,2 but this order docs not a}'pcar 

to have been carrit!J out. The earl, however, petitioned the estates to furnish 

clothing and pay for his men, eigl1t hunureJ in number, ami in January 

1646 an order v;-as issued for 800 suits of clotltes, 800 pairs of shoes, and 

I GOO dollars, which were to be paid to the earl. The regiment was to bemus

tered and equipped accordingly, and moutltly pay to the officers was allowcJ.3 

1 Genealogy, p. 530. 
1 Act~ of the Parliaments of Scotland , val. vi. (I), p. 4 ~ 1. 3 lbi1. 1'- 505; cf. p. 5rl7. 
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. It seems tb c cnrl was all~>wcd to ret ~1in hi s regim ent in the north, as, 

recording to S:tlhH.:hy, h r. w a;; at this time "bc.•ett be l1i s alhe rsaries on all 

hands." Seafurth":> friclllls, m.! are tol d, were g;,thc ri ng on the one hand, and 

Lon! Ji eay's men on tl 1c oclwr. The carl assc lllul eJ l1is ow n men , near the 

l" in~ r Shin, t o act against tl1c ::\IacJ..:cnzic::, who were threatening to attack 

the castle of .t\rLlncL:k, belou~iug to JJunald ~IndeoLl of ..:\ ssp1t. Tbi s was, 

according to one account, Lecnusc l1 e fa vourl'd tl1c E arl of Sutherlaml, anJ, 

according to anotl1er, hecanse of pri\"ate iujmies in ,rJ1ich lJC had Ler.n auettcd 

by the carl. Th e lat ter sent a party to niL! ~faclcod, and Sen forth requested 

Lord Tieay's help in the matter.1 H ow far the various versions of the story 

are correct is not clear, Lut it is cert:.J.i n that the Earl of Scnforth, Lord I:eay, 

and others, were in the spring of 16 46 iutlu enceLl hy the ::\Iarquis of ~Iont rose 

to take up arms. After th e defeat of bis army at Philiphaugh l1 e had taken 

refuge in the north, and was nO\\", some months later, trying to org::mise a 

rising there on behalf of the kin;;. Such a monment, however, was checked 

by his mnjesty placing himself in the hands of the Scottish army in ::\fay 

1 G4G, and ordering his nLlhercnts to cease all 1Jostili t ies.2 On the news of the 

peace heiug certainly known in SutherbnJ, it is said," Bonfires were made 

. everywhere; the Clnnkenzic retireJ from the ~c idge of the isle of Ass int, 

and the Earl of Southerland di.,soh·eJ l1is armie at lnvershin." a 

Gordon of Sallachy ~:ate:' that the earl went southwarJ to E dinhurgh in 

J uly of this year, 1 GIG, to attend the parliament, and to bring n. ci vil action 

against LorJ Tieay, leaving a gu.u~l to p reserve his country from private 

incursions. The pnrliament d iJ not meet u ntil Xovembcr, but the earl may 

1 Geuealogy, p. 534 ; H ist()ry of the House 
and Clan of :lla -:k:~y, p. 31 "2. 

~ :-fa pier's L ife of :llontro•e, vol. ii. p. 6:l0, 
et ~''1· ; llist orical Commi,,iun f. cport on 

!IISS. of the Duke of llawiltoo, pp. 110. 
I 13. 

3 Genealogy, p. 53.3. 
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l 1:we gcmc south earlier, :~s he haLl been nomin:~teLl one of tl1 e curators to l1is 

IH:phcw, Lurd I.oYat, wh ieh lll:lj' kn-e rccluircu his attention.1 I t is auded, 

tl1al ~~· !Jil~ tl1e c:~rl wa-; n-.·.;1y from l1C'lne, w mc of the ~I ackays came hy 11i ~l1t, 

Jirst to I hlaich, then to the GruiJs, in Lairg !J:nisb, and took away surue 

goods from I~ ol.>er t Gray of Creich. Thi '3 "·as taaLlc a charge against LorLl 

l~eay, \Yl lO, howeYcr, in a letter to Sir l:obert GorJou, repndiatcll aU know

leLlge of the affair.:! 

The earl fonnulated his own printe g rounds of complaint agai nst LorJ 

l!eay, anLl summoned the latter to answer the charges before tl1e parliament. 

H e claimed that tl1c l:l.uJs of D nrness haJ fallen into his hand s ns superior 

Lccause of the non-payment of the feu-duties, and sougl1t to di spossess Lonl 

}~cay of tl1e lamls of Strathnaver, " ·hich h ad l.>een fonncrly sold Ly l1 illl to 

t he earl. H e also brought an action of spuilzie for the cattle caniell on· fr o111 

the teuant:; of SutlH:rlaml; ' rhile a fonrth complaint wa!> that LorJ n eay hac l 

ri~eu in arms against the earl, who was his onrlord. )lost of th ese char~·~s 

were watte r for the civil court, yet tbe parl iamcut t ook cognisance of them, 

:111J after l1caring tl1e report of a committee on the m:1tter, taking iut o CL•n 

siJcration the earl's "sufferings by the Lord Rae, and .J!aste r of Hac, with 

their adherent is in the r ebellion," and his own goo•l cn rri:1~e :-~nd constaut 

afl'ection t o the gooJ c:1nse and safety of the country, they recomtnl'IIUcJ 

that a party of five lmnJreJ men should be detachcLl to be nuder the earl's 

orders, aULl t o j oiu with him allll his people for their ptutection. Tl1 e 

general commanding was furth er recommended to gi\'C counnission to tl1c 

ea rl for raising the adjacent shires, for repossessing him of his buds allll 

goods in opposition to Lord Reay and his adherents. The act concludes with 

an order to the general commissary to provide atlll maintain the detacllmcnt 

1 ~I emorials of th e family of ·wemyss of \Yemyss, ~oL i. p. 2SS. 
2 Genealogy, p. 53.3. 
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in a.llnecessaries d uring tht: ir term of serYice.1 In a(hlition to this act, it is 

stateJ that another wa~ grauteJ ~xcludin~ Lonl J:eay au•l h is fri ends from 

pardon, :llld forL i tlJ i u~ the grantin:; of passes or remits to them unti l they 

satisfied th e earl 's claims, ancl mo.Je restitut ion of his lauds and goods ; re

serving also t o him all civil actions agai nst Lord Heay. 2 But no ac t in 

these ten us appears among the records of parliament. 

Bes ides the act about Lord r.eay, the re were others passeu in the ea rl's 

fa\'Our a t this time. H e recei,·ed a wanant to allow hi111self or his tl epu tes 

to bold sh eriff courts for the t rial of ofl'enders in Suthcrlaml during the 

sittings of the parl iament. .AnotLer act a ppro,·eJ an•l rat ified a coutrad, 

dateu 9th }'e'oruary 1G47, bet wee n the earl awl the commissioner for t he 

burc;h of D orn och, ahout a market to Le held there. The earl altered anll 

remoYed th e yearly " ~\.ndc rsme.:;" market from Golspie to Dom och, anu 

authorised the pro>ost ::t llll bailies of the latte r place to hold the fair in 

their burgh for three days from the 20th X ovember. H e further consented 

that all other markets in th e earldom of Sutherlaud should be held at Dor

noch, aud the custom dues uplii teJ for the use of the burgh in all time coming. 

A third act ordered }layment to tl1e earl of £3000 sterling for his pay as 

colonel of his regiment and two months' maintenance of his oflicers and other 

~xpenses incurred by him in the serYice of the public. The earl was himsel f 

present in this parliament, and, while in Ediuhur!:,; h, resided in the Canongate.3 

The parliament rose in the end of :.larch 16 4 7, and the earl returned to 

Sutherland. H e probably intended to put in force the acts he had obtained 

against. Lord r.eay and his sou, but they met him with offers of submission 

and satisfaction. Like two opposing potentates, the disputants appear 

I A.cts of the Parli.~ments of Scotland, voL vi. (1) p. 817. 
2 Genealogy, p. 537. 
3 .Acts of the Parliament' of Scotland, 'l'ol. 'I"L (l) pp. 73 t3, i42, SO:!, 803, SIS . 
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to bn.vc commul.lic:1tcu by am1n.ssn.Jors wl to carri ed from the one to the 

utber lk rnalltls or rt'plics as the case 1 ni~ht Le. TL e first of such docu

lll t• rttR which hail Lcell prese rvctl is Ly tl tc l..arl of Suthu lanu in auswl:r to a 

cornn1nnication from l,onl l: eay Lrought by tl1e Laird of Culloden. "Tha t 

the worlcllllay sie how wil ling I am rathe r to cmuracc peace th:m to seike 

the lord I:cayis or his howsis owcrthrow," the earl expresses l1is read iness 

to grant assurance to Lonl n cay aud his fri ewls for a certain time that 

they may proviJe securi ty for the carl's inuc mnity from outrages on thei r 

part. In another clause the earl wri tes, " The lord of Iteay fin uing sufficient 

sccuritie as said is, and that he or none belongi ng to him sail any wayis 

oppose me in mantainiug th e protPstant religion acconling to the present 

nlllllauclihle cstaulislmH' Ht, gowcmment, and rcforlllation, in that cnice l sail 

Lc willing to dr:nv a11 contronr:-;ies to a calme anu nlllicable decision of 

wei ll afl'ecteu frienclis." 1 He charges Lo1·ll Heay with taking arms against 

him, though l1c was his overloru, anu coucluues by dccl:uiug, "The 

satisfaction which in l•oyut of honour is J esyrcu for this is that he [Loru 

l:eay], his sonnc, and spec ial! freinuis such as Bighowsc, Dilrett, Adrachliss, 

Eriboll, nnu some others of his auwyscrs and complishcs, drawe vpe nne 

paper Villlcr thair handis quhair they doe harti]ic and SUumissiwe]ic 

acknowledge thair gricfe for wronging l!le, tlrair superieur by tlrair many 

wrongi;;, injuries and spoylingis Ylljustlic committed against me and [my] 

countrcy people, quhai10f th ey are hartilie sorrie, anu dcsyre by this thair 

humule confession to be receawit agayne into my fawour, ;uu faitlrfullie 

promise newer to offend in the lyke heiraftcr." 

Lord Ticay virtna1Iy accepteu these terms dictateu to him, and articles of 

agreement and overtures were made by him for satisfaction to the carl 

according to a form furn ished by the latter. The first article is an ample 
1 Original paper, dated at Dunrobin, 1st July 1647, in Sutherland Charter-chest. 
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suumission "Ly Lnrll l~eay and lliS SOil, tl!e lllastcr, to the earl, as their 

over-lord, wi th }•romi::.c of fidelity to him in future; tl1c secvnd article sur

renders Strathnan'!r to the cad; the third atti<.:le prutuiscs tktt Lord n eay 

,,·ouhl produce the parties who hau 'nongeLl the earl; an(l the fourth article 

contaius an ololigation Ly Lofll n t.:ay for -10,000 poumls a~ pcnalty.1 Gon1vn 

of Sallachy notes tli:.t al thou611 the- suLmi:ssion was agrt.:cJ. to, Loru Iteay 

delayeu performance, ulamiug the C:J.rl as the c:111SC; also that Lieutenant

General DaYid Leslie, an old conu:-Hlc of Loru I!c:.y in Germany, wrote pressing 

a mutual agreement, and th;tl the earl, consitleriug the delay too prolcJngctl, 

wrote to General )Iithlleton, then commauucr-iu-cllicf in the north, who 

ordered Lieutenant-Colonel C\unj•Ldl to m:uch with a p:.rty from lnYerncss 

to enforce Iteay's compliance. L.;rJ l: eay, his son, aml fri enus then signcu 

the snbmissiou at Itossall or Hosshall , wilh a Land for 100,000 merl~s, the 

friends each granting Lands for 10,000 lllcrks. Lonl Iteay remaiuCLl \Yith 

the cn:-l du:-ing th3.t winter, anJ. ull things were arraugeu final1y uctwee:n 

them in January 16-!S. non us were given to the earl for sums of money 

to cover his losses, and certain lanJs in Stratl11w.Yer were c:om·eyed to hi m. 

The earl, on his part, confinueu certain lmnls to tl1c ::\Iaste r of n cay, and 

granted a full discharge of the feu -duties of tbe lands of Dnrness. He also 

passed from all his acti •JnS of ejection and spoliation, anJ "-rote in fayour of 

Lord ncay and his son, bvth to the CO!lllllittec of cst:.tes and to the general 

assembly of the churc h.~ Svme of tl1e dan ~Iackay , LoweYer, who claimed 

an interest in the lauus solJ by I:eay had causcu ui:;turLaucc, anu General 

illidJ.l eton di rected Lieutenant-Colonel CarupLell " in rcgarJ. there be dyYers 

yit in reLcllionc in the Lord n cay's Llmls who truble the Earle of Sutherland 

1 Original a t l1alrnyre, dated Lairg, ~1st Au gus t I G47; cf. >ol. iii. of t his work, pp. 195-
197, 17th :.nrl l !lth J uly IGH. 

~ Genealogy, pp. 53S-540. Chuter hy Donald Lord l~ ··ay, I 3th ~fa reb I G43, in Suther
bod Charter-ches t. 
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ami his freimb in tlwr pnsessiuns in Str::tthn:wer," to order a fur~e of one 

l:nntlrcu ::t:Hl tweut,r w en, well anuetl, to be at the eom1naml of the E::trl of 

Sntlt C' rbnu from time to time, and to be disposed by Lim in garrisous or 

otherwise as necessi ty requires. 1 

!larliamcnt again met on ::!d ~[arch 1G48, but owing to the troubled state 

of his own neighbourhood tlw earl di<l not attentl its meeting.s. H e was, how

e\·er, appointed one of the committee of war for his own district, with the 

rank of colonel. It was this parliament which atlopted the "Engageweut," 

as it was c::tlled, to endeaYour to free tlJe king by force of arms from the 

party prevailing in England. An act. was passed on 4th :\lay l G±S for raising 

men for the army v.·hich invaded England under the Duke of H amilton, 

and the Enrl of Sutherbnd was e::tllerl upon to furni sh l GOO foot and 1 ~0 

horsC', with the option of comm::tnding thern.2 He, however, refused the 

ol11ce, and Lieutenant-Colonel J uhu :\Iomo of Lnmlair took command. The 

er.r l adhered to the party of the church, the ::\Jnrquis of Argyll, and others 

opposed to the Engagement, who, on the o\·erthrow of Hamil ton's army in 

Englaud, became the predominating party in the state. The Kul of Leven, 

Lieuteu:mt-General Davitl Leslie, and other officers who ·adhered to the same 

party, raised a force in support of the CO\'enant, and in the Harth of Scotland 

t lw Earl of Sutherland was not inacti Ye. He rnustereJ his men and prevented 

t he march southwanl of new levies for those who f.:l\-oured the Engagement.3 

Besides this the earl had again, in the end of the same year lG 18, to 

contend with a new outhrenk of marauders in the Strathnaver district. The 

~Iaekays in that neighbourhood, u nder Xeil W illiamson :\Iacby, aided by 

1 28th January l G-!S. VoL iii_ of t his 
work, pp. 40, 4 1. Gordvn of :_;.:all achy refers 
t o an order by ~Iiddleton as issued in October 
16-! 7, but t he ci rcumstances appear t o be 
d iff~ re nt, and t here may have been two orde rs 

YOL. I. 

issued. ~[ iddleton dates the ouo referred 
t o in the text fr oru Gordonston, the re&idence 
of Sir Robert Gordon. 

~ Acts of Parliament, vol. vi_ pp. 30, 33, 55. 
3 Genealogy, pp. 541, 544. 

:.! I 
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some of the Jri~ h who lt :Hl been in th e :.mny of ::\lontrose, joined in an attack 

upon the carl 's ch:1.1nbrrhin v:lt il t' eng:'l.~:e• l iu collect ing th e earl's rents. He 

was accompanied, for protrc ti on, by a st rmtg ro:nty of Sutherlaml men, and 

for the lllOSt part no oppo-ition \ras made by the t ~mlllts, lJtt t \rltcn he 

demantlcrl th e rents of the lands round Loclm:tscr they were refused. H·~ 

then at tempted to se ize the cattle awl enforce 1•nymcnt, wlt en th13 defaulters, 

headed hy N"ei l ).Iackay, beset the party antl not <.mly prevented tltc seizure of 

the cattle bnt took from the chantberlnin tl te ll1oney he had coll ected. ln 

the beginning of the following ye:ar, the earl kought this ou trage under tl1e 

notice of parliament, in a petition, in \rhich lw " ·as joined by a number of 

other proprietors, '>'·ho ltatl all npparently suffe rctl in these raids by the 

l\lackays and the l 1 islt. H e was tltcrcnl"m authorised to maintai n a local 

force of four hun dred IJ1C il ; ana to recntll }•e!lSe him for "his great troulJle 

nnd the great care he ha" had in kccping some furees on foote for the safe:ty 

of the cot~ntrcy," antl also " for his cm·ourngemeut in tymc comeing," the 

earl was to rece ive the sum of 400 11 11:rks monthly from th e co11nty of 

Sutlterl:J.ntl for the mouths of Decemucr 1G48 and January and Feuruary 

164 0. It was also recommenLlcd that an effec tual course should be taken 

for securing the peace of the di strict.1 

The carl was himself pre.sent at this p:uliament, autl he appears to have 

taken tltis matter strongly in hnnd. ~\ citation was issncd against John, 

J\Iaster of Tieay, his !ath c· r, Lonl Beay, l1eing absent from.Scotland, but this 

summons was probably disregardetl. Besides this, a commiss ion, which was 

virtually one of fire and sword, was issued to various gentlemen in Sutherland 

and Caithness for the apprehension and punislnuent of Xeil Abrach or 

1 Genealogy, p. 546; Acts of Parliament, 
vol. vi. (::!) p. 155. Gor•lon states that in 
February 1G49, Xeil )[ackay, the ringleader 

in the attack, was kill ed at Thurso, when en
gag.-<! aloog with Li• Ir i,h allies in a plnn· 
d~ring cxpe•l ition into Cai thness. 
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Williamson aml l1i .> ncconq,Jices. The complaint on which the commission 

1 n_ocf'•·ds cLa rt:~3 tl1e accu::;eLI with deprcJ,tt iun;; on the earl's lalllls of 

~t ratlllla\"Cr, nraechat, or Lairg :tilL! lJiricltat, or part of 1\.iluouan, eou1mitted 

&<l far l_~ack as 1 Gl5 aml l G-!G. The S]'oi l taken from the earl aud l1is 

tl'nauts was fiye LullllreJ cows uuJ oxen, six hundred sheep, two hnndrctl 

hor~cs am! 111ares, an<l tl1rcc hunJred lH•ud of gouts. A smaller prey was 

drin:u from .. .:\.uchness, the property of Sir John GorJon of Embo. Dy u later 

act the earl's " wai:s teJ la11ds " \YL're exempted from taxation for four 

wonlhs of tl u3 year lG-!!J. lu terms of recouuuemlations by a committee of 

p:nli::uuent an order was abo i::;:oued fur tl.\"e hundred bolls of meal to be seut 

to J lunrobin as maintenance for those who were in anus, anll Lieuteuant

Ccncral l hvill Le::lic was directcL1 to act ag.:tinst tbe 1•eace-breakers, wl1ile a 

furt ur sconce was orJereLl to Le lmilt in the disturbed 11eighLourhood anll 

o..:cul'icd l•y a garrison of one humlreJ men, to be paid and armed at the 

nnmtry'3 CX]'cnse, from lst June lG 4!J .1 It is stalc:Ll tl1at a garrisun was 

iu OdoLcr of the sa1ue year planted in J.orLl I~eay's house at Tongue umler 

the commanJ of Captain 1\'illiam Gordon. 

After thus securing the general peace aml safdy of his district, the earl 

I•rL·.;enteLl a petition to parliament narrat iug that he haJ. been for ele,·eu 

years employed in the public sen"ice "since the beginning of this work of 

reformatioune, upon his sumptuous aud chairgeaLle expeJitiouues againes 

the publict enewies uf this church and kingdome with the hazard of his 

lytr and lose of many of his people, besydis many other chairgeable 

journeyis to the south, as also Lci,Jt; robbed and spuilzied by the Lord anJ 

Master of Tiaes and tbair adherentis both in Sutholanll and Strathnaver." 

The earl values his loss aud expewliture at fifty thousand pouuJ.s, against 

which he places two sums of £3000 sterling and £I;:i,OOO Scots voted to 

1 .dcts of the I'a.r!i:J.mento of Scotland, vol. vi. (:!) pp. 160, :! II, :!65, 413, 'j 10. 
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l1im in 16-li, but of " 'ltich ht• recc i,-eLl no l!lore tl!:m £ -1000 Scots. The 

attack on his ckm1Lerbin, and tlte fear of furth er inYa~ion ltad compelled 

him to maintain a force of fonr lmwlrecl men, at the monthly expense of 

two hundred bolls of meal null one thous;md f.J OUlllls Scots. The earl 

therefore trnsts that the estat e:; will "according to the coven::tnt, h:-we a 

fellow feeling with him in !tis tronblcs." The estates responded to this 

appeal by voting to the earl tltc sum of£ l 0,000 Scots, tlt c balauce still due to 

him of the £ l f•,O OO :)cnt:> funn crly t:rautcJ. Th is was on 16tlt :;\larch 164 9, 

Lut the mo11ey was still nupaitl on :!Oth July of that year, wiH:-n, in 

auswcr to anotl1cr and very urgent appeal, the estate.:; directPtl the coln

missary-general to pay the sum out of the first and readi est pu1lic money 

in his hand:;.1 Iu this parliament the carl appears to ltave held a prominent 

place. His name occurs on a consi1l Prabl e nnlllber of committees, and he 

\\'aS also appointed to the office of lord privy seal, Yacant by the deposition 

of Tiobert, Earl of n oxburgh. The seal was cl eli,·cred to him in open 

parliament, and personally accepted by him.~ 

As is well known, the year l G 19 was marked by the executions of King 

Charles the First and the Duke of H amilton in Engl::tlld, aud that of the 

Marquis of Huntly iu Scotland. The Scottish parli:uuent had adjourned 

from the 3d to the 6th February, but met again hurriedly on the 5th to 

proclaim Charles the Second as King of Great Britain, France, and Ireland. 

I n this solemnity the E:u l of Sutherland took p:ut, wal~ing in procession 

with the other members of parliament to the cross of Edinburgh, which was 

draped in cloth for the occasion.3 Gordon of Sallachy states that between 

February and May the earl was directed northward by Lieutenant-General 

1 Acts of Parliaments ut wpr..,, pp. 333, 3.'i4, 49':!, 
2 l biol. rp. 1:?5, 13':!, 273, ':!GO, 300, and 3:!'2. 
' Ibid. 1'1'· 15i, 1:iS. 
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J t:\ ·.- iJ Leslie to nid in suppressing an insurrection which bad broken out 

at l i!Ytrut:ss. A co111pnrison of dates renders it douutful if the earl pro

crL·,led on thi s expedition, anJ if h~ did, tLe }'art he took was nvt prominent.! 

Hut more stirring work was soon in store 1vr him; anJ in the l •eginnii1g of 

the fvll owing year, l6.J O, he was called into action in a military capacity to 

rL":--ist ::\Iont rose. 

CAPTUI: F. OF ~IO:STROSE I:S SrtHERLA:SD. 

The hero of many a Lrilliant battle on behalf of the late King ClJarles 

the }'irst formed the hazardous idea of placing King Charles the Second on 

the throue of his aucestors without the conditions imposed hy the coYC

wmters. He \vas impelled to this dangerous project by the ad,·ice of several 

Lnn tincnlal sovereigns, and tl1e king's royalist adherent~, of whom ::\font rose 

\1as the accredited chief. The king hiu1self al so encouraged ::\Icmtrose Ly 

J.i .:> ]llin:te letters and the grant of the order of the garter. That grant was 

c••Hfern.:d in pecnli:n t erms, as the king was then exiled from his own king

doms. l~ut his majesty promised in the letter conferring the order to instal 

the grantee in due form. The garter is here specially refcrreJ to, as it 

formed a feature in the capture of ::\Iontrose, when he har1 to hide it or throw 

it away to prevent the glittering jewel leading to his detection. The events 

which led to the defeat and capture of the royalist leader are of some 

interest in the his tory of Sutherland. 

After a demonstration in Orkney, the marquis landed in Caithness, aud 

on 14th April 1650 issued a manifesto to the heritors of Caithness, dated 

from Thurso, requiring them in the name of the king to j oin his force. 

This, boweYer, they did not do, and mean,vhile the Earl of Suthcrlaml and 

1 Genealog~·, I'· 54S. 
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others prepared to O!Jpo.se tl1c J•rogrc5s of the royali s t ~ . The enrl had attended 

the meeting of parlianic·nt on 7th J.Iarch 1 G;""•O, wbich apJ•ointecl commis

sioners to treat 'rith tl1e king at Hn.:da. But the house ouly sat for two days 

and adjourned till tlw 15th of J.Iay. In the interYal the earl had retnmcd 

home and was in his own country wl 11: n MoiJtrosc lauded in Caithness. H e 

i nnnediately marched l1is Ill en towarJs tl,e uar row passage at tlJC Ord of 

Caithnes<>, which then fanned the comuumicat ion \l·ith Sutl1eihnJ at tbat 

place. The carl also \note to the two troops of hotse \rhich were stationed 

in Ross-shire, uut their commamlcr.s \':ere tlJCn in }:diilUurgh. Lieutenant

General D avid Leslie was commander-in-cl1ief of the forces sent aga inst 

:Montrose. They harl on a fonuc r occasion at l 'l1iliphaugh tried each other's 

steel: and tl1ey \rere agnin to be Ol•poscd to each otLcr. I.cslic despatcheLl 

Colonels Strachan and Halket nortlmard to tli cir posts, with onlers to other 

troops to j oin them. Five troops of horse were quickly gathered togetl1er, 

2-nd t heir commanders met at Tain to cousul t as to their plans. 

Meanwhile, the Earl of Sutherlawl, finding that J.fontrose had occupied 

the passage a t the Onl with five hundred men, and that be l1imsclf, having 

no cavalry, was unaule to resist the royalist forces, after. seYeral skirmishes, 

rctireu southwards. At Dunrobin he di\'iued his me:n into two parties, one 

of which he sent iuto tLc hills with cattle and goods for protection. The 

earl then placed strong garrisons in Duurol>in, Skell>o, Skibo, and Dornoch, 

while with three huwhed men he cro:;seJ the D ornoch Fi~tl t into Ross and 

j oined the council of war at Tain. Thither also came Ross of :Dalnagown 

and 11Iunro of Lurulai r, who join tly commanJeLl auout four hunLlred men. 

The result of t l1eir deliberations was that the earl shoul•l return into Suther

land to interce}Jt Harry Graham, the brotlH'r of J.fontrose, who was gathering 

a band of men from Caithness and Strathn:w er, ami to defend his own 

country and the north side of the F irth, which ::\Ion tro~e had threatened with 
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f ir~ nn• l sword. The other commanders, with the Rosses aml ~Iumoes , were 

to 111:nl.!h ngainst :\lontrosc, who had now rcacheJ the south bank of th 0. 

l' t\l'l P rkel, iu tho pari~h of Kiucaroline and county of Ross, wl1ile it wa-, 

hvj•l·, l th :-.t tl1e earl woulJ prcYent his ret reat. 

T!Ji5 northwanl moYement on the par t of the carl and his men hindcreJ 

tln' lll from sharing in the Yietory v\·er :\Iontrose which followell. The 

Iuar.lu is, in oppo;:;i tion to the ad vice of the :\Iackays and others, had marched 

from Caithness by the coast, in:; tead of keeping to the higher grounds, which 

wou lJ bavc been inacccssiulc t o horse. liis reason no douut was that his 

troops, which were chiefly c01nposeJ of Orkney men anJ German soldiers, 

were un:tblc to en Jurc the fatigue ami hardship of the mountainous route. 

llis way l t:>tl :\Ioutrose close to Dumobin, where some of bis men who l~aJ ld~ 

the 1nai u uoJy nuJ passeJ between the castle anJ tbe sea were attacked a11•l 

!>bin or taken prisoners by the garrison commantlt::J hy Cai•lain " 'illi;tliJ 

(; ,.:,!on. :.\l •mtrooe euc:l.lnpeJ that uigl1t at 1-:Lives, about a lllile from the 

Lt...,l lc, to which the ucxt J ay he sent a message requesti ng Jclivery of the 

c. q•tive8, Lut this was refused. H e then marcheJ up Stru.thtleet to l:haoinP, 

thence to the Gruids on the west side of the river Sl1in. H e then leLI hi:> 

fl•rcc to Strath Oykel, and cros:>ed that river to a place calleJ CarLie:s,Jalc, 

ncar I uvercarron, where he waited some days in the hope of ueing joint.:ll 

by tl1e M ackenzies. 

}'rom this point :Jlontro:>e sent a verbal message to the Earl of Sulher

laud, that though at this time he had refrained from burning and spoiliu;,; 

Lis country, yet ere long he should make the earl's own neighbours umlo 

IIim. This threat, however, was never carried out, as a few days later, after 

the Earl of Sutherland had parted from his fri ends at Tai n, they surprisl'tl 

:\fontrose by a cleverly laid ambuscaJe. Tie hau reach eJ a tract of l~:vt.:l 

ground, near the pass of I nvcrcarron, when his attention was attracted l•y .L 
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small Lody of horse. H e ordered l1is w eu to ret reat t o a rocky hill wliicii 

was also defended l1y wood, but St rachan's troopers, tliUugh th e ground was 

rough, overtook a1td att acked them ere tlwy rc:v~l1 ed the vaulage-grouncl. 

The res t of the cavalry allll the ltosses and i\funroes, clos ing in, complet e<! 

t he d iscomfiture of :\I o n t ros~'s army, who were r:I!Jidly <lispersctl anu pur

sued. Two hundred were Llrowned, fvur huudrcJ taken prisoners, a11d many 

slain. Among those \>Oitnlled allll taken prisoner was the Yisconnt of 

Freudraught, IH' }Jhew of the Earl of Sutherland, who was sent to Dun

robin to have his wounds attenueu to. .Altl10u~h the 1nen of Suthcrla11u 

d id not contribute to th e defeat of ::'l[ontrose, tlH'Y appear to have joined in 

t he pursuit of the fugitives, many of whom were slain du ring the days that 

followed the batlle.1 The battlefield took its pre.-;cnt name, Craigcaoineadhan 

or :r: ock of Lamentation, from the d reauful cawagc of the day, and the 

ancient name of the place is unknow 11. 

M ontrose himself c~capcJ from the co nflict which brought about the ruin 

of his hopes. One of his biographers :,tates that he th rew away l1is cloak 

with the star of the ga rte r upon it, anu left his horse, afterwards exchanging 

clothes wi th a countrymau. H e and t he Earl of Kiunoul, with some others 

of his arw y, wamlereJ up the siue of tl1e ri\·er Oykel into t he wilds of 

Assyut, the laird of wl1ich territory, X eil :\Iaclcod, has acquired an unenvi

able notoriety in connection with the fi nal captu re of :\Ioutrose. Gordon 

of Sallachy , writing at tile Jute, tells us that Captain Andrew l\Ionro, 

younger, of Lumlair, wl10 was :\facleod's brother-in-law, wrote to him 

requiring hi m to apprehend any fngi ti\·es who came into his district, and 

especially J ames Grahamc. In obed ience to this, :\faclcod, who, according 

to the same write r, had some time before been appointed by the Earl of 

Sutherland his sheriff-depute in Assynt, sent ou t parties of men to scour the 

I Genealogy, pp. 53!! -555. 
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C t>IIIl ~ry. - Ot ~t~ of III P~c partit!3 Jisco\·erc•l ).funtrose, who v;as now accOin

l :~ ni··d c.:dy by ).hj•>r Sincbir of Orkney, Kinn on! having snccnmheu t o colo! 

awl sL1n·at ion. Sallachy fur ther states that ).[ontrose maJe great offers bJ 

~fadeO<l to accompany ],illl to Orkney, v;hich the latter refused, aud sent 

i11f•>rmation to the snnth that the important fugitive was taken. 

).fajor-General IIolhurn was then sent wi th a party to rece ive ).Iontrose, 

who was collllucted to Skibo Ca;;th', ncar Durnoch, where he was kept for 

two Lbys. He wa:> afterwards taken to Hrahan Castle, and thence to EJin

hurgh, where he was executed ou 21st ).fay lG.'JO. F or the e\·cnts which, 

as a !Jove narrate.!, lerl t0 this disastrous rP~tdt, ).Iacl eod of Ass} nt has been 

c har;.;etl with tre:tcl1cry towards ~fontrose . It has also Leen asserted that 

.\bd,·otl was a follcl\rcr 0f .\Jnntro;;e, hut there is no suilicient proof of tlli s. 

~\·il .\bcl·•o,l hitnsclf was shortly aftcr\\'ard s maJe captain of the Earl of 

~ ut lwrlant!':> ganison of Strathuawr, an appointment confirnwLl Ly parlia

''""nt.1 As t o t],c reward, the ::?0,000 mcrks phcecl ou the hcatl of ).foutrosc , 

it i:> doubtful if .Jinclcod e\·er recei\·ecl that amount, though C:ord,:.n of 

!-'.db(;hy says a. portion of the sum \Yas pa.iJ. to him. The records uf 

]•arliamcnt show th:tt .JiacleoJ repeatedly applied to the estates of parliament 

Letwceu the 1 i' th ~hy anJ tl1e 5th July 1G50 for recompense fur "his g•)u•l 

st:rvice."~ But a.ccorJing to popular report, he obtained nothing more than 

four hundred bolls of JamageLl meaJ.3 

1 Acts of the Parliaments of Scotland, 
\"OL vi. (2) p. G05. 

~ Ibid. pp. 5G3-G05. 

3 One of ~hcleod's contemporaries was hn 
L0m ~Llc<l on:\l J, who is variously known as 
t he b::~r.! of Lo~haber or Keppocb. He was 
an anl ent ailinirer of ~I .)ntros.,, anJ a<sisted 
Lim a~ainst tLe C:~.mpbells in tLe famon~ 
l1.1ttlc g"inetl o1·er them at f n 1·erlocby. hu 

YOL. I. 

It was not until after the restoration, 

was no soldier, but used his poetic pen with 
gre:~.t invective. He wrote a hment iur ~lou
trose un,ler the tit le of Cumh:~. :IIhontroi,c, 
which is printc<l at length in "The Beauties 
oi Gaelic Poetry," eJ. !SG.3, I'P· 50, 5!. Th e 
pe>c t bitterly laments the sacriilce of :lhlll· 
trosc, and J,James ~bcleO<l of Assynt as h1s 
betrayer iu the mus t cauotic strains, in whid1 
the s·1ur me:U rccei1·cd at Leit h is nn s1•:.Iing! y 
condcmue•l as a diohonourahle rcw:u.!. 

:! K 
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when the p:utis:1ns oi ;\[ontwse wert once lnort: in power, thn t proceeding~ 

were tak en nt the in c; t:mcc of the ]cord advocate, with ro11 sent 0f the son of 

the first ).[arqnis of ::\[ontrose, agaiust ::\Iacleotl for bd rnying the latt er. 

Upon that criminal clmrge ::O incl cod was npprehellllctl ntHl remained in gaol 

for three yenrs. The accused denietl the facts nll rgetl ngainst ltim, nnu alsu 

grounder! his defence Oil the illllemnity grn ntetl by the king in tlte year 

1 G50. I n a letter from the parliament to tlae king, datetl Sth October 1 GG3, 

the case was fully submitted for his majc:; ty's tlecision as to lJrosecut ing the 

charge, 0r sisting all furtlll.~ r proceetliugs. 

Three months lat er, on 1st Dece mber l GG:J, ::\fach:otl }JCtitioued the pri,·y 

council for n relea;;e from confinement on the plea of ill-health, and to escape 

death in prison. lie wns allowed liberty wi thin the city of EJin1JUrgh under 

n penalty of £20,000 Scots if he ditl 110t re-cuter ward when reqniretl. The 

king and his aclvi~e r, the Earl of La ULlerclale, tlitl not give their decision 

on the case till ~Ollt Fel>runry 1 GGG, when they ueclared that MacleoJ 

was included under the inJemnity, and orLleretl his disclw.rge.1 H e \Yas 

thus set free without n finnl trial, ami his guilt or innocence in regnrJ to 

~Iontrose wns never pro\·ecl. 

In 16 TO :\Iacleod was ngain in t ronule. H e \\'US summoned to answer to 

a charge of deforcing some so!Jicrs who \\'ere q uarterctl on him for failing to 

pny his taxes. I n 1 G 7::! he \\' :J.S orJeretl to be C0llveyed from nrahrm c~stl e 

to be tri e<l in Edinburgh, but :~pparently he \\' US only trieJ. in February 1Gi4 

for that and other offences, inclULling the allegetl bet rayal of ?IIontrose, not ns 

a crime, but as an aggravation. He was nc'luittcd, Lut in the follo\Ying year 

was imprisoned by the Earl of Seaforth, who was ordered to release him.~ 

}.Iisfortunes still continuetl to fullo w him, and his whole estate of Assynt 

1 R egiste r antl Ads of the Pri,~y Conocil, 1G G3 nutl I GG.~· 7 . 

2 H iotory of th~ !Iouse and Clan of )I.tckny, )')>. 3GO, 3G l. 
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\1 :~s eitl1cr volnnt:uily soh! l..y him or adjudged from hilll for debt in favour 

,,f one of the ~! nckenzit•s of Seaforth. He appeared determined not to allow 

1 he ~lac keuzics to haYc pcacc:~l.•le possession, and was prosecuted for violent 

r••.,is tnncc. But he nenr recovered his estates, and he was the last unfortu

nate ~!.1c l eod of .Assynt, after he and his ancestors Lad possessed the proprrty 

1 ur runny generation:?. N t.:il :Jladcod dicJ, without issue, about the year I iOO, 

but his name is still reprobate..] by the pnulic feeling for his apprcheusion 

of )lnntrosc.1 

Tlwt hero's idea of enthroning King Charles the Second, as is well known , 

'vas carried out, after ten years' submission to the Cromwells as protectors of 

the commonwealth, l•y another military commander, General George ::'II onc:k, 

"h•l w:~s prominent in the restoration of King Charles the Second, and 

t•'l''-' ivcd as !tis reward tlw dukedom of Albemarle. 

The oulO<JIIY attached by tradition to tl1c t:lkcr of )lontro:>c ap1•li cd at 

.1 later date to the capturer of the chief of the rival hou qc of .Argyll. 

I 11 ]1~~5 an insurrectiou was raised by Argyll, iu colljllnctinn wit it tilt.: 

J luke uf ~Ionruouth, to dethrone King James the Second. Dnth .Argyll and 

)! umuouth were as signally defeated in their unfortunate rising as wa~ 

:'lf.Jntrosc in hi3 latest attempt. Argyll disbanded his army, and Cllllc:-t\·onrcd 

to 1nakc his escape alone and in disguise, "with :1. Lluc bonnet on hi s bead ," 

a3 a contemporary writer states. Had he been in his own country he migbt 

have succeeded, but wJ1ilc crossing a small river near Paisley, in full Yicw uf 

a troop under Lord Cochmnc's command, whom he had passeu uuknown, hi s 

111ovements excited suspicion, and he was foll owed and seized by one of the 

troopers.~ He was a weaver, named John I:iddell, as proved by the precc)'t 
1 The ~hc!eods of Assynt were n. bra.nch 

of the ~hcleods of Lewis, a.nd held the 
barony of Assynt from the days of King 
Da,·id Bruce. 

~ Original letter, gidng a.n account of tlu! 
ca.ptu re, in .\thole Charter-chest, ::11th Juue 
168.3. Historica.l M"-~. Commission's l~el'ort 

on Athole :'>ISS., p. ~::!. 
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and receipt mHlrr his h:Hnl, for the pecuniary rewar<l of £600 Scots, or £30 

sterling.1 It is further stated that, as in the ca ~e C>f ~!acleod, .John l:iliJell, 

the "wooster," as the C:tpturer of .Arp-y ll, in curred the potmlar indignation, 

and that to thi s day the tJallte of I!idllell is alJhorrcd by the clau Campl.Jell. 

The irony of fate made the capture and execution of the two conquered 

IJ erocs, M ontrose and Argy ll , not very lli:;simibr, nll!Jongh their aims \rcrc 

entirely difl'crent, as l11C one fonght for !1is king, and the other agaimt l1is 

king. The degradeu condition in which ~Iontrose was hurried from Suther

land, through many towns-and villages, to Ell inburgh, to mert his doom 

before the parliament co11 vcned there, has been given in detail in various 

publi shed memoirs of ~[ontrosc. His entry into Edinburgh, an<l conYeyance 

from the ·wate r Gate to the Tolbooth ou the han!,;tllan 's cart, with the hang

man as outrider, has been often told, particularly that portion of the narra

tive \Yhich describes the exultation of the maniage party of Archibald, 

I_,orJ Lorne, on the balcony of ::\foray H ouse, in the Canongate. In 

letters recently discovered in the .Athole charter -chest, the capture of 

.Argy11, the L ord Lorne referred to, ami his entry into Etiinbnrgh, are 

graphically descril.Jed. One write r says: " lYe are all waiting to see Argyll 

come in and go np the \lltJ in great di~grace, which he \>as not much 

concerned in. Yet, wh en the l1angman tied l1is hands about his Lnck, with tow 

rope tieJ about his middle and then tn the hangman, ·who "·ent before him, r 
confess it made him change colours. \\'li eu l1e came to the. \rater Gate, where 

Captain Graham received him, he put it iu h is option either t o go on a cart, 

or go up the way on foot, as I haYe writ before. If e said, though he was uot 

very strong for walking, h e hnd rathe r walk, for he neither loved that coach 

nor the coachman, which was the hangman." 2 Thus the unfortunate E arl of 

t Exchequer Papers in General Hegister Honse, E·1inburgb. 
2 Original Letter, Hi~to ric:~.l ~s~ . Commission's l'eport , ttl 3upra, p. 53 -the spelling being 

htre modernised.. 
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--------------·-------------------------------------------
.\rgyll , rccei,·cd at the 'rat er Gate by :w ofikcr of the name of Grabaw, anJ 

loy t I. e common kmgwan ami l1is cart, exhibited the same unh appy spee:tad e 

a~ ::\ foulru5C J iJ thiny- fi ,·e years before to !L im,clf anJ !Lis warriagc J:larty. 

Ot her instances of the sim ilarity of fate Let ween the chief:; of l.Iu11 truse 

:u\(1 ~\ rgyll migltt Le athlctl. Part of the drea dful Joom pronounceJ against 

} l•) ntrose was tl1c dismemberment of lt i:; bouy. H is head was ordered to be 

cxpo::ietl on an iron spike at the we::: t t' nrl of the Tolbooth at E,Jinlmrglt. I t 

IL.lppeued to be the same spike \rhich sen ·ed for exposing th e heacl of his 

111aternal uncle, \\"ill iam, Earl of Gowrie. The head of ::\Junt rose remainetl 

there t ill afte r the restoration, wheu it w:.s t;lkeu J own for the royal 

.:\l outrosc fu neral in St. Giles. nu~ it was soon replace tl by tl1e heatl of the 

.:\[arqui:; of Argyll , which was expo.>cu there fo r sen :ral years. Tlte spike 

wa;; tlm'3 a conspicuous one in history. One other coiucitlcnce m~y be noted, 

--::\font rose wa;; excowmunicated Ly the kirk. SeYeral of the ministers wl10 

v.aite•l upon l1im b<:fore his execution to inuuce Lim to repent, scemctl 111 o~t 

an xion.:; to get .:\Ion trose to acknowledge the ju~tice of his excommunication, 

iu orJcr that it wight Le relaxed. But lte would make no such acknow

lcJgment, am1 ent reated the mini;;ters to let him die iu J:leace. Excommuni

cat ions were in th ose ti mes more formiJable than now. n ut ::\Iontrose 

appear;; to ha \" e trcateJ his excommunication as lightly rts the present 

illu.::.t rious hcatl of the H ouse of "\. rgyll diJ a sentence of excommunication 

foolishly fulminated against hi m in our uwn day Ly a 1ishop of tlte episcopal 

church in Scothm1 for the sin of hohling a. J iffcrent opinion from tlt c 

excommunicator on th e subject of presby te ry and episcopacy. 

The reference to the ill -feeling among the Campt,ell s against the name of 

HiJdell recals the poJ:!ular hatred against Sir J olm ).fenteitb, the betra.yrr 

of a. still greater hero than either .Montrose or Argyll, the patriot '\Yallace . 

• \ cconling to tradition, ).fenteith met Li;; vict im in fr icutlly intercourse, 
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hav ing previously anangcu with Kiug Euwaru's sohl iers the signal of captu re , 

namely, the turning of a loaf on the t aL!e. In mclllory uf this iuciuent it is 

said that the deepest insult which coulJ be given to any one of the name of 

l\Ienteith was to turn a loaf in thei r pre::-ence, thus suggesting they were 

descended from tlte betrayer of \\'allace. ..r\. local wri te r gives an in stance 

of a "fiery ~feutcith" taking signal veHgeance ou u fellow-111ortal who had 

the auuacity to turn the lo:>. f, or" whnmm el th e bmmock," in his preseuce.1 

As a contrn ~t. however, to these stories of bet rayal, we haYe a signal 

instance of nobl er character, and illustrative of Highhmd fiuelity, in the 

case of Prince Charles Edwarll, when he was a fngitiYe after the battle of 

Cullouen. Attended at first by a few followers in his flight, but afterwards 

almost aloue, he wanderert from refuge to refuge, an ll thouglt a price of 

thirtr tbousaml pounds was st·t HlJOn his head, not one of the humble 

highlanders among whom he sheltered ever thought of giving him up. 

Flora ~hcdonulu, a real highla tlll heroine, in her womanly uevotion to 

her prince, and her zeal in his sen·ice, was only a higher type of those who 

cared for and watched over him daily during !tis arJuons and lo1Jg-continued 

wanderings. But from this episode of the n.llegcd betrayal of }fontrose in 

Sutherland we retnrn to the history of the carl in whose time and terri tory 

the once brilliant star of }fontrose rnay Le said to !tuYC sd for ever. 

Those men who were to full ow }lontrose under tlt e leadership of Harry 

Graham, on hearing of the defea t, \rt: re llisLandcd or s!Jippc ~._l for Orkney, but 

the cas.tle of Dunbeath, which hall been sc izell by the royalists, sti ll remained 

in thei r possession. Lieutenant-General Leslie, who had reached Tain, took 

a small force under his own commanu, and \Yi th a party of Sutherland men 

marched iuto Caithness, accompanied by the Earl of Sutherland. They held 

a council of \"l""ar, and sat in jnJ;;ment upon various gentl emen of the county, 
1 Summer o.t the Lake of ::.reoteith, by Dun, rr. ::!9, 30. 
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after which t hey hcs iPgcJ tlw cast le of I>nnbea th, w!ti c:h was s toutly defentk<l, 

but w:n soon ul J !i ;:;t~tl by wan t of w~ te r to capitulat e. In June tlt c carl weut 

sou th to his parl iamentary tl ut ics, but apJ•a rently soon r t:tnm etl nortl tWanl 

to organise !tis n ·gimcnL and prepare it for a march southward, which ha<l 

Lt•en urJered by tlte committee of cstat l's.1 The latter were must<:ring all 

tltcir forces to meet a thrcat t> ned E ngl ish in,:asiou, aiHl in the lllitldle of .Tnly 

Crom\Yell crossed the Tweed. The Scott ish army, u uuer the commanu of 

]JaviJ I .cslie, lte!J the inYall crs at bay dmiug the month of Au gust an J 

until the 3d of Scptelllher, when the Scots were defeated at Dunbar. ~lean

while the Earl of Suthcrbm1lw.d c:omplcteLl his levy and marched southwartl 

with his regiment one thous:mJ strong, buL arri,·ed too late to be of sen ·ice, 

nml he and his troops were quartered a t St irling. l n D ecember of the same 

year, he was ngaiu namcJ colonel of the forces in his own district. At th e 

smne t ime, the garri son was withdrawn from Stratlmaver, it being umlcrstood 

tlut LorJ J~cay wou!J give security for the safety of the neighbourhood, a JHl 

that the ea rl might renew the garrison if he thought fit, at his own expt:m e. 

The ea r1's mo\·ements during 1650, aft er the bat tle of Dunbar, are 

uncertain, but at the close of the year, and the ueginning of lG:il, he ,,·as 

residing at Dunrouin, whence he wrote to King Charles the Second, ' \' Ito 

haJ come to Scotland in June 1G 50, anJ was crowned at Scuuc on 1st 

January in the following year. The earl was not present at the ceremony, 

a fact for which he apologises in th e following t erms:-" ).1ost Gratious 

So,·eraigne, I mak bold amidst your majcstie.;; greate r affaircs (in the assur

ance of gratious acceptance) hurnblie to show that my absence from your 

majesties ropll and happie coronation bath not bein so much occasioned l>y 

distance of place anJ goeing about the advaneeing of your majes ties sen·ice 

in thir fl elJs, as that I 'Was not acquanted by any \Vi th the dyet, nor had 

t .-\cts of the Parliaments of Scotland, vul. \'i. (2) p. 5S3. 
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I auy certaiue knowkdg thcroff till alJout the midst of thi:'> in:;tant." l-I t! 

exprcs~es ltmch IC'grr.t for his c:.nforccrl ahsencf', but, he writ e;;; , "I am 

supportit l•y the coutf,Htal;lc tydin~3 of your m:1.jcstics j oyfull conjnnctioue 

"·ith your peO}•lc, to which none ureathing sh:1.ll witl1 greater hap]•ines or 

indevor to his meanc power the long and prosperous continuance of the 

sweit effectis of tl1 at bapp ie day than I." The c~nl concluLles by as ;:urauccs 

of his continued oLedicncc aml deYot ion to the kiug's scrvice. 1 

A few days lat er in the same month, the earl agai n wrote to the ki11g 

about his nephew the Yi.:;count of Frendmughl, who haLl been allowed to 

remain in private custody at Dunrohin.~ The carl reminds his wajcsty of 

the fact, anJ dc2ires to know his l'leac;ure in the matter. Th e 'l'isconut also 

wrote expressing Lis wonder that his uncle had not been freed from l1is 

ouligr.tion:>, and he himself not set at liuC'rty. He alleged that no other uf 

t he king's subjects was in such a position, and expressed his grief at l•eing 

rendered unable to sr::rve his majcsty.3 It does not appear that this appeal 

was acted upon, but some little time aflerwarJ3 the viscount made his peace 

with the church, and was releaseLl. 

The Earl of Sutherland did not attend the parliament which met at 

Perth on the 13th .Jlarch l G51. H e remained in Sutherland, being dctaineLl 

there by bodily indisposition, caused, as he ~rrote to the king, by the 

" indefatig:"~.ule trouble" he haJ taken to fit out and organise the regiment 

which he sent south at this date. Gordon of SalLwhy states that in 

1 Original letter, d:tted Dunrobin, ~5th 
January l G.il, in the Ch:~rter-chest of the 
:.hrquis of Lothian, and print~d in Corre
spondence of the Earls of Ancram an.! 
Lothian, >ol. ii. pp. 337, 3:lS. The Larl of 
Lothian was th en s~crctary of state, wh ich 
may account for the pre ,cn·~.tion at ~ cw. 
battle of t his a no l other let ters writtcu by 

a nrl t o King Charles the Second at this 
perio<l. 

~ Yarious orJers haJ been sent from the 
comruitteE> of esbt~s for th e .Ciscount's tr:tn s· 
mission south, but apparently these had not 
taken effect. 

3 Correspondence of the Euls of Ancram 
and Loth ian, vol. ii. pp. 33S, 339. 
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this month of ::\[arch tl 1e carl sent aurother "regiment of Sonthcrlantl anrl 

~tratlmaver mr~11, wei appointed , to Stirlin to Ids maiestie," add ing, that the 

king tlwukfully ackHowledgecl the servi ce to the enll "for antici1•atiug many 

who by ucerer am! promised lm•re to l1is maiestie than he had done." 1 The 

ldter rcferrcJ to has not Lct;n founJ, bni the statemeut is so far corroborated 

l•y a letter from the earl to the kiug iu th e Leginuing of .April. The carl 

acknowleLlges receipt of ,, royal letter fi xing the date of warch of the 

regiment, aud which he says" diLl occasiune the full exte11t of quhat power I 

lla.Je to accelerat thair precedeucie unto all the forces on this syde of Spcy, 

as I am coufiJent Jieuteuant-Geucrall 7\Iic!Jletone '\rill represent unto yotll' 

111ajestie rrt greater length." He continues : "The indefatigaLl~ trouble I 

haue l1aJe aL all occasions, night and day, to hai .s ten the people, h:-1th cast iu 

me into a little Jistemper of !Jodie, which, with tllC setling of my affaires, 

docth necessitaL my hnmLlc ].egging your majesties pardone for some few 

J ayis, being of full resolution to lay asycle all '\YOrldlie concernments for wait

ing upon your maje::;tie awl contriLuting all my meane power aud Cnlleavouris 

qu!Jatsumeuir fur your majest ies service and interest ; quhill I cstiem it my 

chiefest h::q•pinesse on earth to sie the I.orll to exalt yow upon your throne." 2 

Tl1at tl1e kiug replicJ graciously way be gathered from a letter written 

from Dunrouin in ?~Iay to \Villiam, third Earl of t othian, thcu secretary of 

state. TLe Earl of SutherlanJ acknowledges receipt of a letter from Lothian 

enclosing one from the king, anJ l1e thanks l1is lonlship '' for.being contryver 

of such a gratious letter." He proceeds: " I confess your lordsllip's goodness 

rather then anything in me hath moned you therunto, and as I resolue to rest 

your lordship's faithfull JeLtour, so doc I perswaLl myself of your lordship's 

1 Genealogy, p. 559. 
2 

Lette r, lluurobin, 4th April lG.il, to the king. Correspondence of t he E:uls of Ancram 
an•l Loth.ian, vol. ii. p. 34 7. 

YOL. I. 2 L 
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cont inuance." The earl then infonns Lord Lothian that his inuispos ition 

still continued, anrl that a~ he reqni rerl to "n:courr ~ome more strength an<l 

better 11calth, l•cing con st rainCll to pur;,!C allll llraw bl t)o<l," he begged to be 

still cxcuscu from wniting on the J..:iug. The earl also entreats that hi s 

nephew, tl1c Yiscount of FrC11llmught, "who hath giYcn satisfactione to tl1c 

chmch," and whom he semls to be reconciled with ti1e state, may ue 
permitted to l i,·e "as a eountrieman, and i f possible, put iu capacitic to U.oe 

his majestic and countrie senice." li e again thanks J.onl Lothian for hi;; 

courtesies, while we leam that he \Yas apparently too inJisposell to write the 

letter with his own hancJ.l H is majesty replied that l1e was sat isfi er! \Yith the 

carl's proposal that the Yiscount of rreuchanght should command the regi

ment Juring the ear1's ind isposition, and woulll gi Yc orders to that effect. 

H e furt her desired the earl not to hasten his coming to the army until he had 

perfectly recoYered his health, l •ut in tl1 e meantime" to take i!pcciall notice of 

any shipps t hat shall happen to arriYe in that count rey, or be uriYeu in there, 

and to trye if they wer comeing to supply the enemy, and accoruingly to seaze 

upon and detayne them." The ea rl al so recei \'ed pcnnission to appoiut those 

he thought fittest for the service to commantl the lcYies fro1n Sutherland.~ 

A ccord ing to Gordon of Sallacl1 y, the order about the ships was owing to a repo1 t 

that Ellglisb ships l1ad been sent t o Orkney aml the northern parts of ScotlancJ.3 

These royal letters were issued from Stirling, where the king and parlia

ment were, and where tlte Scottish army had asse mbleu, anu the latest letter 

from the king to the earl at this time was " ·ritten nnuer very special 

circumstances. Cromwell had overrun " ·ith a considerable force the south 

and west o f Scotland, and for so me months he watched the Scottish force as 

i t increased in numbers and encamped on the high ground near Stirling. At 

1 Dunrobi o, 9th ~fay 1651. Correspondence of t he Earls of Ancram and Lothian, Yo!. ii. 

p. 356. 1 ~by 1651. Ibid. pp. 506*, 50"; '•. l Genealogy, p. 5CO. 
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h ;,l, h is p:1tience l1ciug exhaust•!Ll, the English general lcJ h is army a cro~s 

the Forth at Que ~.:u ~ fcrry a mi occ u}'ie·.l l'erth. T his move was bken U(han

t Jge of Ly the ~cot~. \vho, 0 11 3 1s t J t:ly JG5 1, raised their cawl' a t S tirliug, 

nllll ru an :hcJ south ward in to E ngbml with the k ing in th eir miJst. It was 

a t thi s critical ruorl\eut, auJ th ree J ays before the actual march, that the 

k ing wrote to the earl a lelter iu adllition to the more formal orders of the 

esl:l. tes, desiring a nd conjuring h illl seriously to con cur with the committee 

th at \rhat was appoin teLl mig h t he ~ peed ily put to execution. T he king 

says," All is now a t stake, rel igion, tl1t> liberty of thi;; autient kiugdome, our 

honour anJ per.son, your owne par ticular fvrtoune, and al l that ca.u be deare 

to a man of h onour. \ \' ec expect a t t his tyme that yon will hcstirr yourself, 

anll that you will consiJ Ller nothing Lu t rtnhat may set t \"})the army aga ine, 

and make it i n coudit io11 to protect th e par tes of the kiugLlome tha t are yet t 

free from the enemy, allll, with the bl ess ing of Gud, to recover the rest frum 

the sbYcrie thry ly under." The l etter concluJes \'lith an express ion of the 

1.iug\ confiLlencc in the ea rl's dili~ence and forwardness.1 

The ba t tle 0£ \Yorcester, 0 11 3d September fvll owing, in which t he Scott ish 

army was ddeatecl , made Cromwell once more master of the situat ion, ·wh ile 

:Jionck, wh o l1 a~l been left in Scotland , 1·ith a force of fin thou s::mJ men, 

iw\v speedily r eJ uceJ that coun try also. D uring tl w protector :J.t e, the Earl 

of Sutherland took li tt le part in affairs, though he submi tted to the new 

government. \\Then the army marcheJ south, a reg iment <.•f highlanders was 

left in Stirling as a garrison , but they soon surrendered. W hether this was 

the Sutherland r egimen t , or whether they marched into E ngland with the 

r es t of the _a rmy, is not stated, so that \r hat became of the earl's men is not 

known. A ccording to Gordon of Sallachy, the E nglish army, or a detach

ment, went north in the end of th is yea r, l G5 1, and mar ched through Ross , 

I Stirling, ~Sth July l o.J I, Yol. ii. of this work, p. Ii. 
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Sutherland, Cai thness ant! Orkney, "put ti ng a] ! these countreys under cou

hibution and assessment, plantiu;; garrisons where they pleased." 1 

A.. deputy was sent from tbe county of SntlJE'r laml to Cromwell's J1:lrl in

ment in 165:?, bnt the earl himsdf is not meutioned until two or three 

y ears later. ·wheu General .:\Iiddlcton at tempted, in th e year 16jJ, to raise 

a force to act on behalf of the exi led king, be made Iir:;t Caithness, and then 

Sutherland, his hcadqu:u ters, anrl Dornoeh rtlso was the headquarters of 

Glencairn when he made a simila.r attempt. ~liddlctou remained some time 

in Sutlterlancl before marclting sout hward. \ Vh et !ter he was enabled to do 

this "·ith the consent of th e E arl of Sutherlaml is not clear, but the fail ure 

of his exp-:dition afte r he left the north i$ well known. 

I n 1654 au orLli.nance \ras issued" for un ilin:; Scotland into one common 

wealth with England." Among other clauses were two abolishing heritaLle 

j urisdictions and feudal rights, which had the elTec t of diminishi ng the profits 

of all feuda l casualties, as t hey were c::dled. The E arl of Sutherland, iu 

J anuary 1656, }'resented a petition showing th at l1e had lost £2 000 by tile 

t ak ing away of the ward-holding and snpcrivrity in ~cotland , a nd he begs 

for reparation, or for permission to compound for wardships with t hose t hat 

hold of h im, requesti ng exemption from ta..., es w eanwhile.2 H e also states 

t hat h e had lost the sum of £ :1336 Ly his afTeetion to the state, as reported 

by M ajor-General W halley. A few mouths later the office of keeper of th e 

privy seal of the commonwealth was conferred U[JOn l1im. I t was proposed 

and appro,·ed t hat hi .> !':on, Lord Strathnaver, should be appointed, but \TC 

le3.rn from a diarist of the period that the earl himself helJ the office during 

the yean 165 7 and 1658, and he may haYe occupied the post until the 

I Genealogy, p. 5G::! . This is the la..t sentence but one of this work, which we now lose 
as an authority for the history of the family. 

l StJ.te Pap"r3, !J oru~sti~. JG;j.J-6, p. l:.:! i, '2!!J January !6:i6. 
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re::.to r:ttion. t It was vacant before January 1 6G 1. Other appointments helu by 

the Earl of SutlJerbnu dmillg the c.onunonwealth were those of a commissioner 

for the nniver::.ities, anu one of the conunissiom.:r:> for the county of Sutherland. 

As regards tl1e earl's prin.tc afl:lirs at thi::; periotl, we learu that lit July 

1651 he ]•laced l1is estates in tlte haml:; o£ Sir Itobert Gordon anJ other 

fri cmls, who were to draw the rents anu pay all JeLts and interests, while 

the carl reserved only a 5mall portion fur his own use.2 Yet his letters 

all tell the same tale of deLL, anu tbe di!l1culty of obtaining mour.y. 

In April 1655 he sent l1is sih-er plate to his cousin Sir Ludovick Gordon, 

younger, of Gordonston, to Invernes~, :md desired him to superintend 

the sale of it, that certaiu creJitors named may be satisfied out of the pro

cet:ds. The earl also requests Sir J.ndovick to obtain for ldru from the 

militnry commnnd;mt :in the district a pass into Strnthnaver, that he might 

go and see about the letting of his lands there, as intending offerer.;; asked a 

lowering uf the reuts.J In October of the same year he gives account of his 

di!licnlties to his uncle, Sir l:oLert Gonlon. He found it Jifficult to rai se 

£:100 sterling as desired Ly one !Jerson, as the sallllon-fishing that year had 

failed. The Strathnaver rents were already mortgaged, and the earl adds:" I 

can hardly expect on houndreth pounds from that., consideriug how ewell 

1•ayers they ar, and the ley laud is ther." The earl then enumerates other 

creilitors, including Sir Hobert himself, and states that their needs "vi'ill 

exhaust more than I expect to get in, and no wurJ off my seliT for my sen·ants' 

1 State Papers, Domestic, 1655-6, p. 364; 
Acts of the Parliaments of Scotland, \"'ol. vi. 
(~) p. ';'GO; Xicoll's Di:lly, pp. 207, 222. 

2 Articles between the earl, his wiie and 
their friends, Gor<lonston, 1 ()th July 1654, 
at Halwyre. 

3 Dun robin, 15th April 1655. V ul. ii. of 
this work, pp. I 13, I H. A curious entry 

occurs in the diary of the laird of Brodie on 
lOth April 1635: "I beard of the contempt 
which others bad of the honest, poor Earl of 
Sutherland, and that they we·r setting th em· 
sdves agains t him in the firth of Dornacb, 
and could not but be affected at it. I com
mended him and his simpliciti to God. " 
[Diaries of the Lairds of Brudic, p. 126.] 
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fi es and moneyes." He }Hoceeds : " I behowit both to borrow for my owen 

w~se and oth er things for th e wsse of the house, which rnnst be pnyit ... for 

I think it a sinne to v>itlrhold sen·nnts' fee, SOlll•! nbowe two yeirs rest ing, and 

ther is none, I think, that makes con:;cience off tber wayes, bot will think it a 

veight 011 ther 1'pirit:l, and its ou of the crying f' innes." The rents of Kil

J onan were not expected to )·idd much, because a good deal of the land 

had been "blast it with tl1e water in the summer speats. Ther cornes hauc 

not takc11 meal, and you knowe, except som mairt, and mutton ill the cost 

syd, what c:m be expectit, Strathbrora now bei ng wedse t." The victual 

crop also, th e cnrl calcula tes, is not to be cl cpenJell upon to yiehl money, aiHl 

he thus concludes this port ion of his letter : ~ "This popcll haue goten su ch 

a coustome off re:;t, befor I enterit with them, tltnt the world can uot make 

them gooll payers, trusting ewer what is rest ing will Lc st ill forgiwen as it 

was a t my ent rie, or otherwnys we must cast our lands leye iff \Ye exact them,' ' 

a sentence which might be echoed l'Y higldand prop1 ietors at the present day.1 

Another source of embarrassment to the enrl was the fact that bot h hi s 

so11s, Lord Stratlmanr rmd a younger brother, were in London, and were 

spending more than could 'rell be afforded. Tlds appears from a letter to 

Sir Ludovick Gordou in F ebruary 165G, wl1•Jn tLe earl laments : ".c\s for 

moneys I have none, for trewly Captain CamlJell left me al s bair as the 

birke [bi rch] at Crismess wbeu he went last south , anrl I haue goten in none 

siuce, nather doe I expect much in heast, except a li ttdl from StrathuaYer,·· 

but even that be iudicates must go in pnrt pnymen t of £ -100 or £5 00 sterling 

h.is sons had receivetl in London. "Jff I wcr als exorbitnnt in my spend ing 

1 Dunrobin, :!!)th Oct.)ber I G:i5. Y oL ii. 
of tbiswork , pp.l'i 5, 1; 6. In Dccembcrof 
t his year, the earl aprears to ba\"c contem
!Jlated a journey southward, but was dis
suad ed by the bird of Brodie, who records 

the fact, on account of a great storm then 
raging. [Diaries of the Lainl3 of Brodie, 
p. I ;o, un tle r <late I Otb DccemLer I 635.1 
The earl had travelled as far as the laird's 
neil)bLourhoorl. 
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a;:; t hey ar, I wohl be call ed a dest royer of the housse. They hawe exceidit 

t nys:;c that is allovit for them. . Yow . knowe th er was 4000 merkis a 

: eir alloYit for them; it is uot two yei rs since they went for Loundone, 

till Lambes nixt, and tlwy haue spent, i ff it be trewe that Captain 

Campbell wryteth, abov•e 16,000 merkes. \\'her shall all this moneys l1e 

haid? however, I will say no more off this un till Gaptain Campbell 's returnc, 

that I may knowe the certant ie th eroff." ~.\s an· instance of the earl' s waut 

of ready money, he writes in the same letter: "As conceming our coussi ng 

Patrick, he rressit me to let him goe ower to vi ss it your father, and t reulie I 

haid not bot on doller, and I was necessitat tn borrowe ah much from the olU 

chalmerlancl as maid it out t en pounds for to make his chairges ower. H e 

went from this yeisternight to Kirktoune, and 1 think he hath gone ower this 

day to yow, yeit I am not suir." 1 On the other lwud, the earl hoped to 

increase his income by Yarious means. J ohn Gray, he "·ri tes, "Creich's 

l>rother, is sicking my lands about Dornoch in wedset, and offers only an e 

thowsand pounds the chalder, which I think too lowe a rait. Ther is ane 

other gentellman, off the name off Hoss, that offers me his money at \Yi tson

day, some 4000 merkes. He will take Drora and keipe ane inne ther, and 

only clesyres the superplus of his intrest at 8 merkes the uoll out o!l' the 

bolle to be giwen him yeirly, which, iff it could be effectuat for some yeirs, 

wntill we lookit about ws, I think it wer no ewell uargane. Bot if I set anie 

takes off Brora, if we can doe anie thing in coll workes, aud draw anie popell 

in to that end, they can not leiwe [live] without Brora." On these and other 

particulars the earl asks his cousin's opinion.2 

The next few years "·ere comparatively uneventful, as the only notices of 

1 The cousin Patrick here referred to wa.s 
a younger son of Alexander Gordon of Xavi
dale. Sir I:obert Gor.lon of Gordonston, 
whom he proposed t o visit, was then on his 

deathbed, and died not long after the date of 
thio letter. 

~ Dunrohin, :!Sth February 1656. ,-ol. ii. 
of this work, pp. 177, 17:3. 
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the earl on recorLl are those alre:-tdy citctl of his public offices. In the 

Leginn ing of the year 1 GGO he w :<;; in Sntltcrl::uul, ::md holding a corre

spondence with his son, Lnnl Strathn:-tver, \rho had, in the previous AugusL, 

married in Eclinburgh Lady ,T can \\"emyss, elLlest daughter of D avid, second 

Earl of Wemyss, and widow of .Archib:-tld, Earl of Angus. Lord Strathnaver ap

pe:-trs to haYe remained in the south, wlt ere his fat l1 er wrote to Lim, allll, from 

his letters, we learn somet:1 ing of the family circumstance!'; at the time. The first 

letter prescrveLl is dated ~7th ::\I arch 1 GGO, aml clcals c!Ji e: tly wi th matters per

sonal to I.ord Strathnavcr, Lut, in one St' ntence, the earl expresses a fear that a 

party of soldiers will be qu:-trtered on him, prob:-tLly on accoun t of the lanLl-tax:. 

The whole nation was then looking furward to the restoration of King 

Charles the Second. In a letter from the carl to his cousi n, Sir I.u doviek 

Gordon, he ·writes that he had heard of the great news, and that as the Lord 

had brought the king in, Le tru stCLl that be would have work for him 

which would be for his glory and the good of his people.1 In another 

letter dateJ ~d July 1 GGO, when LorLI Strathmvcr had written from York, 

on his way either to or from London, after the king's triumph :-tl entry, 

the earl writes, "Sir Loclowick [Gordon] reports that Scotland will Lc more 

miserable than ewer, seing the king is gowcrnit and doth nothing »ithout h is 

parliament, and they say all their miseries come from ns; they hawe found 

us lowe, and they will bohl us so, seing we ar a factiouss popell. \Vhat shall 

I say, bot as Sir Jhone Scots byword was-God mak all weill. " 2 

Later letters from the earl in September 16GO inform his son and 

daughter-iu-la\Y that his visit to the south would not be so speedy as they 

hoped, as the parliament would not meet so soon as was expec ted. H e 

dwells on the selection of the two parliamentary commissioners for the 

1 Original letter at Halmyre, dated ~4th :\lay JGGO. 
% OriginJ.lletters in Sutherland Charter-ches t. 
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county· of SuthcrlaJH.l, allll the chn. rgc thei r ex1Jenses would Le upon thu 

comwun ity; prnposing thn.t his secon~ son, J:oue1l, :>houlJ be one, Sir I:obert 

( :urL!on of Emho tl1c other, mtcl thn.t the lat ter s}JOul .l receive his c~·pense~. 

The rarl also reconnueuJs his ~o n to use all his iutlucncc to get the bearer of 

the letter appointctl sheriff-clerk of the county, aml he furt her exprcsse.> anxiety 

about the selection of ccr tn. in c ornm i s~ioncrs for t lt c county assessments.1 

The carl's parliamentary unties JeLl him to ELlin.burgh towards the close of 

th() year lG GO. He was rcsiuiug at Holyrood-house on ~l st Dccel!lber, ;rhea 

he wrote to Davill, secoud Earl of \ \' emyss, ns to certain wri ts of " ·hich 

he clcsirecl iuspectiou, as there was lykc to be gryt dcbeats for places at this 

parliament," which men.n t a strPgglc for prcccllencc, anLl tlw carl wished to ltavc 

<l ocument::try proof of his rigl1 t::, but the fac t that bi~ tit les were in the hands 

of I.orJ \Y cmyss is not accounteJ for l•y ::my known transact ion bet ween them. 

The }Kl.rliamcnt met \Yi th the usual pomp on l st Jauuary lGG l, the Earl 

of .MiclLllcton being the king'::; commissioner, and in the opening ccrcmouial 

the Earl of SuthcrlauJ carrieLlthe sceptre. On the fi rst clay of ntect ing he 

maJe the usnal protest for prcccclencc. On the -Hh of January, the secoml 

day of the parliament, the earl joined with the majori ty of the members in 

taking the oath of allegiance, nn act which he probably cli·l in gooll faith, but 

wltich, from the terms of the oath, contro.JicteLl his former aclhcrcncc to the 

coveucmt. Iu regard to the more i10portant :1ct known as the Act Rescissory, 

which was pas~ecl on 2Sth illaro.:; h lGGl, an.<l which swept away as invaliu the 

whole proceedings of parliaments after the year l G33, thus repudiating all 

that the carl ancl his fellow-covenanters h:1cl contcnJecl for, it is not known 

\\"hat part he took. The act \Yas ill Jrawn, anJ when brought before the 

1 Dunrobin, ~ 1 s t September 1660, voL ii. 
of this work, pp. 179-183. 

2 ~1emori:1ls of the F:1mily of W emyss of 

VOL. I. 

''lr myss, \'ol. iii. p. IO·l. Lord Str:1thn:1\·er 
went :1cross t o "·emyss :1nd reccive<i tl,e 
writs ou :? lth December 1660. 
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house was strongly opposc tl anJ Jon;; dcbatetl. It wa5 pa.:;scd only after a 

st ruggle into wh ich the whole infl uence of tl1c go,·erument \ras thrown, but 

\\'helhcr the earl \Yas among it s OJ:>l'onents is nowl1crc reconlcd. 

It is }H'obaule, howeYCr, that he wa5 not in sympathy v;ith the proceeLl

ings of the parliaUJents, as his name occurs only once or t,,·ice in its records, 

and he was absent from fn tu re sess iuns. In lG G:;, under the act which 

restored episcor acy as t he form of church government, ]'at ri ck F orbes was 

appoin ted Lishop of Caithness, and soon aft er bis consecration, bid claim to 

the rents that the Earl of Sutherlaml was thawing from cl1urch lands. The 

papers iu the Sutherland charter-chest bearing on the subject arc fragment

ary, and gi,·e little information, but the qu estions rais<'d appear to haYe 

affected Lord StmthnaYer more th:1u ],!::, father. They were submit ted to 

aruit ra tion, aD.d to facilit ate a settlement, the carl " ·rote to the aruiters that 

he 'il:\S willing to res ign in favour of his son all the lands he held from the 

Lishop wit11 his uailiary, on condition that the bi:,lwp granted a new infeft

ment to Lord Strathnaver, and acceptetl hiw as tenant in l1is place.1 The 

result of the arbitration is not statetl, but the bishop pursued other claims 

against the earl l1imsc1f duriug the year 1 GG3. The reason of the act ion 

against Lord Strathnaver wa" his father's resi;;natiou in his favonr of the 

earldom in which he was infeft in :May lG G:::!, uut this fact will be dealt with 

in his memoir. )!eanwhile, it may be statell that the questions in dispute 

with the bishop of Caithness appear to have been settled in 1 GG-! by the 

earl resigning the lands of Durness and others into the hands of the bishop, 

who then, as superior, re-granted them to Lord Strathuo.ver.~ 

The remaining notices of this earl are not numerous, nor are they of 

special importance, owing, no doulJt, to his haYing given up the management 

of his estates to his eldest son, Lord Strathnaver, to whom he re5igned the 

1 Offer, 13th December 166:::!, in Snt!:lerlanJ Charter-chest. : Original Writs, ibid. 
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c·arl,lom in l GG~ . This arr;mgemell t haJ Leen first rroposrJ in l G:.IS in a 

contmct Letwecn father and son, in t': rm ~ of \vhich the ca rl re:>iguerl the 

Ja n,ls int•l the h~n,l.~ uf Lhe prvtccLor, lJUt. no charter appears to Lave fol

lt ,well, and it was uot uutil FrLrn:1.ry lGG~ that the ar:-angemcnt \...-as com

J'letc(l Ly a resignation in the hands of the king, followe' l by a crown charter 

ollll sasine in dne form.1 So li ttle p:nt did the earl, after this res i;;natiou, 

t.lke in puLlic afra irs, that most of the gcucalogists record his death in l GG3, 

Lut this i<> erroneous, as liC sur\'in:Ll till near the close of the year l G 19. 

Duriug the illterveuiug r .:: ri oLl he i3 mentioueJ several times in the 

records of parliament, Lut only rts prot.::sting for preceLlence, which he diJ by 

proxy, :mtl as one of the cowmissioaers for his county, which was a mere 

ma tter of form, the latest ref~rew::e to him Leiug in l CiS. His name also 

occur.3 as one of the pursuers in a COinplaint , made iu lleceJubcr l GGS, ::tgninst 

the Earl of Caithness anL! n numLer uf otht: t5, for inn~lin;; :mLl 1J1un,lering 

sa~thn ::t Yt'r in the LPgi nnin~ of that year, a matter wllich \\"a3 COtllpromiseJ. 

These seem toLe the cl1ief rdere11ces to l1im, aud he rrol>aLly ret ired wholly 

from public li fe, as in the comprotnisc: referred to, l1is sou acts for him, and. 

he is not named in 1Gi3, when Lonl Strathnwer was oLliged to place tlte 

estates in the hnnJs of trustees for behoof of creuitors.!.! 

The earl's ucath took rlace on l Hh OctoLer l G i (), at the a6e of seventy. 

·we learn this fact cbietly from an elegy writ ten at the perioJ, which states 

his age and the date of his denth.3 A few lines may be quoted, to show the 

somewhat ponderous character of the origi ual The writer, after com111enting 

I Original writs in Sutherland Charter
ch est 

~ Cf. voL ii. of this work, pp. ~01-~l:l . 

T ue compromise ''ill Le wore fully no'i~ed in 
t he next menwi r. 

3 From a ldtcr in the Gordonston Charter-

chest, <hte<l lO th :\"c,vembPr 1Gi 9, from LorJ 
St ratbuan r t o l!obert Gorclnn, you nger oi 
GorJonston, it would appear tha.t Le W:l:i 

uoal•!e to be present at his father's fune ral, 
and also tha t the ea rl's burial was no t at
tcnde<l with tlut c~rcmooy t hat was desirccl. 
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ou the earl's length of ye:trs, aml the auti11uity of h is honours auu l "·.:digrt.:e, 

refers thus to his r.:siguatiou uf his estates to his son:-

" Hue bdl•Jld 
TLis c:~rl tlms full of ltunor a.-; you'r tulu 
Whil'st yet alive r~signe:~ that glore, that he 
1\Iight li~e anti treat! on carthlie maicotic; 
'l'h :~t he anuthcr kiuguomc mi;;ht fHHl out 
As if a P-t r:m;;cr here be watk•t :~uout, 
Accounting all things here below :1s v:~in 
TlJ:It he an he:l \"uly treaSur<: mi;.;ht uutain : 
Yet w!Ji!'st he liv'<l both l"yall to hi,; priucc 
Anrl conBt:~nt '"as fur'~ countries laws th-ft:ncc, 
Not with religions rna~k t o seck Lirusdf 
Or thereby to a1lv:1nt:e thio worhl"s base pelf. 
0 Jmppie, happic soul ! who SC:Irt·e Uitbt kuuw 
" ·hat 'twas tu mind tcrrcstriall thiu;;;; Lt'iuw, 
Nor to be gre:1t (tho great t liy El'lfJ dit.rot rome 
Eut still as1•ir'st to thy celestial! hom.:-. 

T HE Er!T.\PII. 

Ypou tLis tomb write thus, Lcre rest.> 
Jon ::; the vert'ous an1l the Llest 
Set far beyond those of hi.s name 

Ili3 vcrtucs Lc com·oyed by fame 
To future azes, to set fortL 
For an cxernplc his tru e wurtb," I etc. 

That the earl's memory was rewred for some time after his death, we 

learn from \ Vouro-w, who rn:my years b.ter writes of "the olLl good Earle of 

Sutherland, \\·lw was most eminent for reli f,;iO u before the I:.estoration, anu 

did great services for it in his count ry." The historian adds a curious 

anecuote : "It's traui tioual!y to!J that as he (the c~nl) was a very d oss auLl 

I Ori~ic:~.l )!~. in Suthcrbnd Chart~ r -c hcs t. 
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regular keeper of sermons iu his own church, so when the precento r was 

awny, and i t was neec.ssary, he would, from his own loft (gallery) have pre

centc(l and reatl th~ line to tl1e con.;;·e.;atinn! " 1 

John, thirteenth Earl of Suthcrla11J, was twice marrieJ. His first coun

tess was Lady J ean Dnunmontl, only chilJ of James, fi rs t Knl of l'crth, 

whom he married at Seton ou l-Ith February 1 G 3 ~. Their l!larriage-contract 

was signed at the Canongate, EJin1nrgh, ~omc Jays previously, the lady's 

guardians being her mother, I.:1.Jy Isabe:l Seton, anrl her uncl es, J ohn, second 

Earl of 1'erth, and George, th inl E:nl of "·inton. The dowry paitl to the 

earl was fiity -thrce thonsanJ merks. The countess, according to the 

contemporary family !Jislorian, ,,-as "the best marriage in ScotlanJ then, 

either for mea1ws or fri r llllship, or the l 'Cr~o n of the woman." She is 

also dcscrilJed as a "Ycrteou:;, comely, and pruJcnt hdy," and she and the 

carl "livetl h appily together, iu great love, and mutual! ami ti c.'' 2 This 

happy marrieJ life was unfvrtuuately cut ~hor t by the death of the counte~s 

on ~!J~h lJccem1er 1G 37. She was, acconling to Sir J ames n alfour, burieu 

at th e church of Seton by ui~l!t , and wi thou t any fun eral ceremony, but 

C: onlou of Sallachy reconls that her body was catrictl to Sutherland 

[~ud interreu at Dornot:h. I~oth 5tatemcuts may be true, as her remains 

tnay ha,·e been only temporarily depositeJ nt Seton, until they conlu be 

taken uorth, iu obcLlicnce to iter own dying re•ptcst. 

Another wi3h which the countess expressed, and in regaru to which her 

husband came unJer a. special obligation, was tllat her jcwt:ls shoul,l Lc 

hanueJ. over to their daughter, Lady Jane Gonion, at .the n~c of fourteen. 

The obligation, which is dated the Jay before the Lleath of the countess, 

enumerates the articles of j ewelry sepamtdy, as follows:-

1 W oJrow's Analecb, 1-Iaitlaod Cluu EJ. vol. iii. p. 51 G. Hi~ authority was ~Ir. H. Cross, 
l•lioist~r at Bower, in Caithness. 2 Cenc.ll0£)'1 p. -1::.~. 
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"The lady Wentowne, the saiJ La• ly J eane's g~ndmother, hir ricture cais, sett 
abo<1t wi th JbmonJs ; Item, my l.:tl!y Roxbrugh Lir picture :1.nt! cc.i:; of gold, and 
p;.rroket of gvJ.l, n11d l!in.;er ft, r th e hr-:s~, ,·.- ith tucntie-foure diamolllliJ wantin:; the 
crowne; ~· nother binger for the brest, 'II ith nyne diamond is; Item, ane binger for the 
ear, with tl1rie Jiamondi~; Item, another l1 inger for the rar, with tuo goJ,J t llamole<l 
dowes, and ane heart wi th aue diamond ; Item, an·~ poi ned [ ~ie J diamond ring; Item, 
another ring with fyve Jiamondis; Item, ane chen::ie of perle, with guld betlis; Item, 
another of agattes anJ gold beiJis ; Iteu1, another of whyt eoruelein :mJ go!J tloes ; 
Item, aue bra.celcte of ret! cnrnelinc auJ silver bcdis; Item, another Lract>let of small 
pearle and garuatis; Item, ane litle golt!en bracdctc ; Item, t1Yenti0-thrie gn!Jsmith 
work buttones with pearle; Item, :me hatband of gol•hmith work." l 

These were the jewels, and we find tl H~ earl, some years later, writing to 

his law-agent aLout l1is Llaughter' ti caLinet, which is to be k ept at Elphin

stone in his charter-chest, seeing he is '' :>trickly hound for it." 2 

Earl J olm married, secondly, on ~Hh J anuary I G3D, the H on. Anm 

:Fraser, eldest daughter of H ugl 1, eighth Lord Lovat. The marriage-contract 

bears neither place nor date, but a charter by the earl in favour of l!is future 

spouse, and granted ou the same day, is dated at LoYat, :!~d January 1639, 

and Gordon of Sallaehy says the marriage took place two days later. She 

is described as "a gooli and proviJ ent lady, and a fit match for him (the 

earl) in regard of the fri enJ ship aud allyance." 3 Anna Fraser, Countess of 

Sutherland, died at Dumobin on ~D th July lG;:i S, without issue. A diarist 

of the period reconls a report of her death three years previously.4 She 

was buried at D ornoch on the lOlh August following.5 

The earl had issue by his first wife o11ly, three sons and a daughter:-

1 Contemporary copy obligation, 28th De. 
ccmber 1637, in Sutherland Charter-chest. 

2 Original !tetter to Alexander Linton, 4th 
July 1640, in possession of .\Irs. Fer0'Usou, 
5 Forbes Hoa•l, Edinburgh. 

J Genealogy, p. 4~7. Original writs in 

the Sutherland Charter-chest, 
i Sccoud R~port uf lli.torical MSS. Com

mission , p. 17~ ; Diaries of t he Lai rJa of 
Brodie, p. 143, <hte :2·1th July 16.'55. 

6 "Social Life in Furmcr Days," scconJ 
series, p. S I, 
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I. J ohn, Lon! Str:~ tllllaver, born ~1st ~ovctubcr 1 G3~. In a letter from his 
mother to Sir l~obcrt Gnr,lon, datl'd :~t n uuruLi u, 1 :2th J uly l 634, she 
mcntion5 that l.er "little Loy Ju!.n" fdl Eirk, nTnl ~hnned her very llluch.1 

lie die<l of smallpox, nt. Durnoch, on 1 Hh Od•>Lt'r 1 G:> i. 
::!. George, Lord Strathn:wer, who ~uccc~olcd l , i.~ t:'lthcr a5 fourteenth Earl. 
3. The lion. Robert Gordon, Lorn at DunroLin on 31st DecemLrr 1 G35. Tie 

was elected commis.o;ioner fu:· SutbcrhUtl to the parli:lmcnt of 1 Gt.J 1. He 
m:urieJ Je:~n :\Iackay, eldest daughter (If J ohn, LorJ I:eay, and secured his 
bride in the lan<is ,,f Lang<l:llr, in the di~trict of Stratlmavrr.2 An old ~!5. 

states that Hobert Gunlon, the Earl of Suthe rland's son, soo11 after his 
m:uriagr with LorJ l: t.!ay's daughter, nllll while in Strathuanr, ''fell into 
a high fever, and in fi,-e d.1y.:> died, to the rc;;ret anrl grief of all who 
knew him, Lcing t ruly the prettiest Gordon :.lirc." 3 The :MS. adds, "The 
poor creature (his wif.~), ll'ft a young wiJow, wept out her eyes, antl lived 
1lesolate an•l disconsolate ;,II her days," Lut this romantic statement is 
crroneou ~, a;:, Lefore March 1GiG, slle married Hugh l\Tackay of Strathy, 
"ho gr:mtc.l a liferent charter in her favour. They had no issue.~ 

The dnughtcr was-
Larly ,Jean Gordon, horn nt Dornoch l Oth October 1 G34. She married, con

tract elated llth J uly 1G5i, Captain P.obert Stewart of Ethay, who settled 
upon her his lands of I:tbay in Orkuey.5 They had. issue. 

I Original letter at IIalrnyre. 
i Contract, dnted at Durness, 14th No

Htnber I GG3, in Sutherland Cbarter-chest. 
3 Extracts of ;us, under date lG7l given in 

Inverness Courier of llth February 1835. 
t History of the llouse and Clan of :tiJac

kay, IS~O , p. 39::!. 
6 Writs in Sutherland Charter-chest. 
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XYI. -GEORGF., FOuRTEE::>TII EAr.L CF SuTH F.ItLA~n. 

L ADY JEAN \YDrrss, ms Cou~Tr:ss. 

1679- 1703. 

GEOlWE, fourtecuth Earl of Sutherland, was born at J >ornoch on 2d 

No•;emlJer 1G33, aml became the heir-apparent to the title and 

estates of Sutherland by the death of his elder brother in 1 G3 i , after ,..·hich 

l1e bore the cour~esy title of Gcorgl', LoiLl Strathnavcr, till his succession to 

the earltlom in 1Gi9. Of his eJncation and early training we have no 

account. The fi1 st reference to him among the family papers tells u s of a 

visit he and his y ounger brother I:obcrt paid to Loudon, where they remaincll 

from Se11tcmber 1G5-! to :\lay lf.i56. I t TI"as in connection wi th this visit 

t heir father compb.ineu that they bau spent so much money. H e credits 

them in February 1G5G with l G,OOO merks Scots, equal on a rough comput~l

tiou to £ S!JO sterling, but the account of their expenditure has been 11reserved, 

and amounts, for their whole sojourn in London, TI"ith thei r journeys there aml 

back to Sutherland, only to £GS5, 15s. 3J. or £~00 less than the carl feared. 

The accoun t is Ycry Itiinute, enabling us to mark nearly every detail of 

the young men's dai ly life and pursuits. They set out from t he Spey on 

l •'riday, 4th August 1G5-!, and on the following night arriveu at Turriff, 

where they spent the Sunday. Thence they t ravelled on l)orseback hy 

Aberdeen, Stonehaven and Ben'ie to D undee. They spent a night at Stab

hall, whence they \\·eut to \\"emyss by .Auchtcnuuchty; and thence by Alloa, 

Stirling, Elph instoue,I K inneil and Cor.storphiue to Edinburgh. W hile at 

Stirling they sent a message to " the genemll," probably Generall\Iouck, from 

I Airth was so called at this t ime. 

VOL I. 
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" ·hom a pass into Engbnd was requi rcJ. The young lord and his brother 

made a stay of eleven d:1ys in E.Jinl,urgh or Leith, wl1ere they paiil £3, ls . Gd. 

sterling fo1· their loLlgings aml fooJ during that time. They aha provided 

themselves with napkins, 'Loots, stockings, dmwcrs, sword-uelts, S]JttrS, gloves, 

and other articles o[ dress. Lonl Strathnaver further spent£:::!, :::!s. Sd. in a 

special journey to Stirling. Their \rholc expenditure of journey, outfit, etc., 

between the Spey anll their l c~win:; J_eith, wa'l £:::!3, l:::! s. Sd. The servants, 

whorn they brou~ht with them , wen~ here sent home. 

The young men ldt Leith on horseback to continue their journey on 

Tne'lday, ~ 9th Au~ust , and reached .-\yton that nigl1t, halting at Cockburns

path for " secke." They tra vellcd uy Berwick, I~ e lford , Aln wick, Morpeth, 

Xewcastle, Durham, Il;nlin~ton, Xorthallcrton, an, ] Borougliuridge to York, 

from whi ch place they took coach to London. The fare to London was £3, 

and they paill l s. at each chauge of coachman. The coach travelled by 

}'erryl,riJge and Ihrnuy, where they spent a night, to Stamford, where they 

apparently stayecl over tlw Sunday, and on the eYcning of Tuesday, 5th Sep

tember, they arrived in London, after exactly a week's journey. King Street 

is mentioned as the place of their residence, which probably refers to the 

street of that name i u ·w cstminster, as they speak of going "to Lomlon " by 

water or other ways, as if they did not resille in the city itself. Their first 

purchase on the day after reaching Loudon ·was "sam news bookes and 

other pepers," for wl1ich they paid I OJ. Another I Od- procured a knife, 

probably to replace one lost on the journey. On the next two Jays they 

went to London by water, and pro,·ided themseh-es with Yarious articles of 

dress and personal adornment, coloured cloths, taffety, ribbons, " i 2 yards 

gold and satin fancie," gold and sih·e r buttons and the like. " ~Iy lord" got 

h is hair cut for I s. , wl1ile powder puff and combs cost 3s. Gd. They also 

bought two books at "I'opshead All ey" for ti s. Sd. On their first Sunday 
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they a~teudCLl Ji\·ine ~en·icc at ~\ll hnlJ,,ws, and in the course of their stay 

tlt ey were cxe111plary in their attendnucc at di vin e sen- icc, thougl1 not always 

in the s:unc l:hurch. St. .hrnc.3:', :'llartiu's, l f::rutucrsmith, l bttcrsea, and 

"Cur um on GarJen," or Co•. ent GarJcn, are lltcut ioued, besi•Jes olhen unnamed. 

They also did a certain amount of sight-seeing. The monuments in 

1\'est miuslcr, the Tuwcr, J ,-,lm Tradt~scan t's monnment, " Ylbgc" (Woolwich) 

and Declbm, "the Turkish mti:;t," " C .. q.tnin Dry.ssie's ship," l ~illingsgate, 

" sieing a Llrom(li]arie," H ampton Comt, "sieing a 1;1:1 11 wryt ' rith !tis month," 

"the banquet ing houill'," the I sle of Dogs, Greenwich, DrenforLl, "siting 

the Swedish firC\\ orkcs,'' Goring H ouse, IYim blt:Llon, nnd the Lord :\Iayo r's 

show, are muong the ]•laces and oLjccts r1 arneJ a.~ hcing Yisited. They paid 

a visit, apparently of some duration, to :Cpsom 1\r ells, aml they 'ralked 

occasionally iu St. J :nnes's l'ark. Thei r amusements include·1 golf, tennis, 

aml bowl~, a Luli-Lai ti i1g on one ot:ca~ion, anJ also arJ•arell tly canis and 

chess. They took le.::sons in dancing and fcucing, and the purchase of an 

Eugli;,h tlict ionary, a F renr:b grammnr and Look oh·erbs, and some mathe

matical l•uoks aud iustruments su~gests that they continued their s tudies in 

these sul•jcc t.s. It may be inte rest ing to note tl ta t among th e books JlU r

clJa'eLl l•y tLell1, Lt:>sitlcs the diurnnls, news Looks, I•arnplllcts anrl papers, 

which they Lought r.t frwpwut intcn ·als, v.·erc "a 1itle Looke call eLl :\Iode rn 

l'ul icie," "a Iitle map booke," "a lllap of London," "the ~\ct of Government 

anJ l~ni on," "a Looke called J ehu in hjc; Coll our.~ ," "a Looke of E nrope," "a 

booke called the F ort n oyall," "a booke of }Jlanting," "a Looke calleJ. Advice 

to a Son," "a booke calleJ Phil ovantach, his Sccretts of P hilosophic," "a 

booke called Cristi:m Diarie," " I:eligio ;.red ici," "som quaker bookes," 

"Gunters ;.Iathemat icks," ""·ingatt's Logarithms," "a bookc c~lled ;.ra thc

maticall R ecreatioues," and "a li tle book of SttrYeying. " The fir~ t bouk 

na111eJ. is " Curia P oliticn," but of this they had a loau. 
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Of their private li fe we han~ a goat! many glimpses, which may Le 

briefly note•l. They oppcar to have dined. a\Yay from home regularly, 

except on Sundays, au d, on at leas t one occasion, ·when confined to tl1e Louse 

by some ailment. Dut in the eveuiug tltey ltad bread aml butter, or cheese, 

"·itL ale or beer, in their chamber. They frequently, dnring the later mo11tl.s 

of tl1 eir stay, receind visitors to dinner and otherwise, among others the 

~Iarquis of .\rgyll and the Earl of ~Ioray. J.orJ. Strathnaver appears to have 

been liberal \Yith Lis gifts of "J.rink-llJOney" when visiting at the houses of 

his friends and. cnterbiners. A good deal of money was also speut on petitions 

and inten·iewing secretaries and ,·arious prominent men, C\'idently on the sub

j ect of th e lo:;ses sustained by the Earl of Sutherland, but the result is not stated. 

The y oung lllen having, it is stated, 1•aid all their l•ills, began their 

journey north·wards in ?~fay 1 G.iG. They halted for a day or two in E din

burgh, and then \\'ent by boat to 1\:iugLum, and thence to 1\.irkealdy and 

'\Yemyss. Thence th ey went to Perth, StoLhall, DrumkilLo, DrecLin, and 

Aberdeen, and by easy stages through Strathhogie to Brodie, Rosmarkie, and 

Tarbet, until they reache~l Dunrobin.1 

It may have Lecn in consequence of some application to the Protector at 

this time that Lord StrathnaYer wa;:; proposed aud appro,·ed for the office of 

lord privy seal in June 1656, Lut, as inJicated in the previous memoir, tlte 

post was giYen to Lis father. He was named. more than once during the 

commonwealth as a commissioner for assessment, and in the act for security 

of the Protector's person Le was appointed one of the commissioners to try 

any offences against CromwelJ.2 

So much confiJ.ence had LorJ Strathnaver and his father in the govern

ment of the protectorate that, even after the J.cath of Olin;r Cromwell, the 

1 "Accompt of my Lore! Strathn:wer's charges," etc., in :;uthcrland Charter-chest. 
~Act.~ of the Parliam~nts nf Scotland, vol. Yi. (~)PI'· 7\itl, Sll, S-17, S.:i-1, ~S I. 
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carl r~signed his estates in faYour of l1is son, an1l the latter, in NoYemuer 

1659, accepted a signature for a charter £rum l:ichard Cromwell as protcctor.1 

The rcsiguatiun on wltich thi:; ~ig1rature proceedeJ was made in terms of 

a coutract between the Earl of Sutherland and Lord Strathnaver in January 

1 6.58. The signature n.:ferred to was not followed Ly charter and sasine 

until l\Iay 1 G60, just Leforu the restoration of King Charles the Second. 

These aJTangeme nts were probably lllade in contem!Jlation of Lord Strath

naver's marriage ·with J.ady Jean "\\'emyss, which took place at Edinburgh 

on l ith Augm;t 1G:59. 

After his marriage, or rather in the begirming of the following year, Lord 

Strathnaver had gone northward for a l.~ricf visi t, chiefly, it would seem, to 

deal with his creditors, l•ut he retumed southward in the end of ~larch lG GO. 

During his absence from horne at this time, l1is wife, who was an active 

business lady, wrote frequently to hirn. One of these letters has been pre

seneJ, anJ may be partly qnoteJ. She begins: 

"Dearest heart, I know so well yonr longing to hear from me by my own to hear 

from yow, that I am desyrous to let no oceation olip of writing tu yow . . .• I inten ol 

to stay !teer (Canongate, Edinuurgh) till yow come to me, anti "ilbe endeavouring to 

get the money from Selkirk~ that he owes me. I hope yow Lave by this time recei1ed 

my leters shewing yuw of the :Jiarkques of Douglas' 3 Jeath, which will necessitate me 

to stay heer till wee ha1·e a seosion, yet the benefite which wee may reap by the Lord's 

blessing on my emleuvuurs, may make us uh•pense with the painil or expense we may 

be at for a Iitl e time, so, my lo1e, my opinion to yow is, that yow order your bussines 

where yow are· Lefor yow come to me, for it ·may be yow will nut get returned north 

sudenly, yet if ther be no sumer session, its lyke I may goe north with yow in the 

begining of J une, and come back in Septe1uber, if thee Lor•J spare me life and health, 

but I will setle my cLilJ.ren in Presston till I come Lack, if the Lord wilL" 

1 Si1,;nature, dated Edinburgh , 7th J anu
ary H;;,:l, in Sutherland Charter-chest. 

2 W illiam Douglas, Earl of :-ielkirk, brother 

of Archibald, Earl of Angus, the lady 's first 
husband, auol afterwards Duke of Ham ilton. 

3 \\'illiam, tirst marquis, her father-in-law. 
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She gins tlirection for providin_:; L>agg~ge horses, etc., aml continues: 

"Dear heart, m•glcc t not to take six pound fur yum hear (harley), for it h a gr,rJO I 

price as vitual now sels. I wol•l h:n·e your hear s<>ld am! ddirc rcJ, aud your anw:tl 

r ents paycLl wi th the monry bcfor yow come hccr, on ly I wohl kl.>C yow reserYe o11e 

t lt•msa nd mark to bring alouga with yow, for yow k now our moneys IH:cr i.s already 

bid ou t." 

Lady StrathnaYer refers fur ther to money matters, an d her husband's 

u usi n e~s in t he uort lt , anll the n deals with pnl; lic afl'.l irs : 

,, I lun;; much to hear from yow ; since you r ucin.; in St rathr::tYer, t hcr is great 

reyo]u, ions in aff,Lirs at Lon,Jon , w!Jicb I belio:\·e, my dear, yow will not be soric at, for 

the old parb iment, which wa~ the beheadcr3 of t he king and the doe rs of man y other 

creultys, a re now raise•l, and the scc]n,kd mcruLa.s, \rhich agreed with t hee king when 

he was at t h e l.lc of \ \"igbt , are now called in, and set tl•nr!J in parl iament, and tltcy 

haYc ,·oted a free parl iament to be called, and to sit down on the ::! ;J of Apraile. 

They ha>e set at liberty t he Earles of Crawfuord an•l La wderJaill, anJ t he L orJ 

Siuclaire, and it is hoped that t his free p::trli:~m cu t will call hom our banished king, 

yet some fears they wil Le fur a commu11wealt h. \r~c l!a\·c IJHic h neeJ to pray t Lat 

t he Lord wold di rect t hem, :tnd make the m unani mus i11 a bussincs which so much 

concerns Go•l's glory, t he lt •mour of our kin~, an•l t hee good of our country ." 

I n one of her postscri pts, Lady ::: t r.lt hnavcr adds : 

" ilfy dear, be pleased to try out for a h:\rt's or deir skin muf, an•l bring alongs 

with yow tha t I may giYe it to my Lord .P.ntb vcn; such a one as you r brother haJ 

wold doe >ery well. I wul <l also h an~ a pot of har t's g rti..:;b :md a nor thern plaid." l 

A few tuonths b ter, other pb ns engagell their attention, a ud in June 

1660 Lord Strathna,·er and his wife went to Lonclon to greet th e king afte r 

h is restoration. ''re lea rn this from letters by the earl to his son, which 

relate to th e latter's personal afTai rs, anJ tli fllc nlt ies with creditors. An 

extract from one let ter may be gi\'en, showing the character of these transac

t ions and the inconnniences experienccJ about the sale of goods. The e:n l 

wt ites that Sir Hobert Gunlon of Embo haJ told him that at I nverness : 

1 Let ter, ~d ) larch I G60, in Sutherland Ch:~r t r r c!Jcst, 
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"_He t!id rn eit with Jlwnc ForLcs off Culloden, who earnestly t!csyrit ane arcom1't 

to be fittit bltwixt l: im an•l us, w!Jich I Lave ron<lescennit to, ann ha>e app•Jintit Lim 

to colllC ower hir ahuut the 20 or :! l:h off Jullie, anJ in the mean tyme to send a 

parka for to p:~rk two or thritJ bst utl fhhe in IIelms<laill, seing ruanie otf tht:: fats 

who ar tight ar alraJie full thcr, seing we wer disapoyntit by Cunlich of stings (we 

ha>e payit for), anJ when we sent j; ,r them couhl not k~•e them, so that without a 

packer we m'1y be mutcL prfjntlgit. In the n:ean tyme \YC ba>e sent ane orrlonr to 

bring in all the brewers fats in the p:ui,Le of L oth, sein~ (in this scairce yeir) they mak 

no wsse ofi t hem. Yon wolJ atl wysse, iff t her Le mort• as will pay J Lone Forbes (fur 

himself st1ys t en bsts will pay him) what to doe with them, itT yow ...,·ill let him hawe 

them on thflt samcn rait o!T tl1e harga11e (itT he will giwe so much), or itf we shall giwe 

him all vvou tLe rait tha t otltcr~ gd.'> on this ~yJ ofr Spey, which I am aU"rayit will not 

be so much fls he giwcs us alr:~Ji.:>, yeit iff he will not gilre ws so much as formerly for 

t he superplus we must off neces,itie tak the otbcr. I U" yow think yow can nut Joe 

better, I think in t he thrie \Yaters tl,cr \\ ilbe alradic about 14 or 15 hsts taken, am! 

I t hink they fuhe not weill itf in the thrie >~":Jters in this iusewin; mouuth they kill 

not other fywe lasts, so that iif ten I•:Jys Jhoue Furl 'c~, iff yow finJ nne good otre r yow 

may sell other t en, or leo-' or more as t her i5, bot doe not tye your:;cl.f to a f.tl lie 

without you sell wi thin Lonntls." 

L1ter on, iu the same letter, the earl lays another commission upon his 

son of a different character, to find a tutor, or chaplain, for the family 

at Embo : 

"Sir Tiobcrt (GorJon of EmLo) sbowes me th:~t he Jid acqu:~int yow t l1at l\fr. 

Jhone GorJonne wa, t o le:~we the family Fhortly, therf<H yow wol<l due weill to prowyd 

on for it at farrest against :\Iertime~s, Lot it wer n ece~~aric presently iff pos;,ibly it 

eoulJ be J oune. Tber is a goou young m:~n wh o hathe the lri~hc l:~ngwa.Jge presently 

at Edinburgh , callit ~Ir. ~Iicbflcl Cumming, a brother off :Jir. George Cumming. 

minister at L"rra; if he cou!J be bah! it wer Le~t, becan;;e he might be imployit thcraft l' r 

(ilf foun<l qualified) to some off our cburcLea. Iff yow can not find him or get soume 

othe r, acquaint ws, an,l we shall cau.<e t rye about the lawriatione at AberJeine, iff we 

can find anie ; for the family will goe quyte lousse itf ther be not dewti~ keipt vp, anti 

ou to owersie them." l 

. 1 Original, ~d July 1C60, in :;:utherland Ch:trter-chest. 
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Lord ~tratlm:l.\'cr was still in Lon J on on Hh Augu;;t 1 GGO, as appear;; 

from a letter atldrcssed to him by Sir HoLert (;onlon of Elllbo, alluding to 

the settlement of the account with l~orLes of CulloJen, aLove referred to.1 

He was proLably ngain in ScotlauJ in the following month, when his father 

wrote to him about the propo.scJ commissioners for the shi re of Sutherland to 

be elected for the ensuing parliament, one of whom was to Lc his younger 

brother, ITobcrt Gordon of Langdalc.2 

The next notice of Lord Stratllllavcr is his presence in the procession 

which accompanieJ the remains of the fir5t ~l a rquis of ~Io11trose from the 

place of his interment to the ahLey chureh of IIolyrooJ. This was done a 

few days after parliament met, anJ in obeLlicncc to the express commanJ 

of the king. The provost anrl magistrates of EJinLurgh, 'ri th the noLility 

and gentry, and ftllt r comp:mics of the train banJs of the city, went in state 

to the place of execution on the Lurglt lJlOO r, anJ in thei r presence the 

remains of 1-Iont rose and of Sir \\'i llimn H ay of Dalgetty were disinterred. 

The bodies haYing been wrapped in fine linen , and placed in suitable cotlins, 

were then borne by the nearest rchti vcs anr.l frienJs of the Jcccased, under 

a large pall or canopy, one of the supJ>orters of 'vhich was LorJ Strathnaver. 

Under the escort of a boJy of hors(;Juen, composed of the uoblemen and gentle

men present, tllC bearers walked to the place where the head of ~Iontrose 

still remained, anrl it "·as now taken down and placed with his body in the 

coffin. They then continueJ their march to the aLbey o.f H olyrooJ, "·here 

the bodies lay in state until the 11th of )lay, when a gorgeous fun er:1 l 

solemnity was accorJeJ them, in which second pageant also Lonl Strathnavt:r 

took part.3 

In the beginning of the year 166!2, Lord Strathnaver was placed in virtual 

1 Vol. ii. of th is work, pp. 178, 17(). 2 Ibid. p. 18~. 
3 Contemporary accounts quoted iu !'ap:er's ~[emoirs of ~[ontroee, voL ii. pp. S~G-8313. 
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po~~ es:>ion of the fami ly estates Htl •le r a rr·,- ignation Ly hi s fatht·r,1 awi frolll 

tlri :> time appears as tb u principal persL•ll in all trau!:>actions regaHliu~ thr 

~utl rf'rlaml c., tates. LrJrd l)ufYus in X nvemlJ•:·r IGG:l '\Hites to h im as to a 

\Ji ,pute aLout the taking of um~se ls. Lnnl Stratbuaver hn• l ordered cert~1in 

looats belonging t o Lunl I> uffus t o Le t!i sauleu by tlre removal of their 

rudders, bccanse their owners had taken 1uussels from the south siLlc of the 

D ornoch }'irth. D uffus disputed Strathnawr's riglrt t o do this, l..out how the 

quest ion was settletl is not recorJcd, th ough the rights of ownership were 

apparently still in debate in December I6G 3. 2 

Dming the y ears I G63 and I GG 1, Lord Str:1tlmaver !tad some qu estion;; 

with the newly appoilltetl Lishop of Caithlless, ri.l trick F orucs, who claimed 

the teind~ of cer tain churuh lands hcltl hy the Ea rl of S utherland aml !tis 

son. It is diflicult to ascertain the whole circnmstaHces of tire case, Lu t the 

bishop impugnctl the Yalidity of Lord StrathnaYer's infdtments to the lamb 

and teinds in question. The bisl10p, in the em!, gmnteJ to Lon.l Strathna\'er 

n. charter of no...-odam us aud ft>u-farm of the lnntls of Durness, and al so lnwls 

in Gol svie and Dornoch parishes, in clutliug the town of lJor noch, tlt e yearly 

feu-du ty amounting to £::! 5::!, lSs. 4J. Scots. .An act of parliament in JGG~ 

dischargeu LnrJ Strnthnaver allll l1is father of the slipentls o f various 

churches in Sutherland, which were duly accounted for. 

During the interval between the yc:ns IG G4 and I G67, nothing has Leen 

ascertained of the history of Loru Strathnaver. H e pro'LaLly divided l1i:; 

residence between Sutherlanu and Edinhur6h. At all events, his res idence 

in the north was not permanent, as in a lette r adtl resscu to him on lO th AlJril 

1 GG i his absence is referred to, during which it would appear that disorders 

had broken out, and sornethiug like brig.1nJage prevailed in Sutherland. Su 

1 Ori.;inal Crown charter, precept, an•! sasine in S1ttherland Charter-cheRt. 
2 \'ol. ii. o( t his work, pp. IS:l -!Sti. 

YOL. I. 2 o 
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at le:.Gt we gather from a C•)llljJlaiut Ly J vlm ).!urray of ALerscross and l1is 

brother llavi,J, a~ainst certain ).furrays and X c:ilsous \rho were fugiti\·es and 

rebels. The l'etitioucrs plead tlt'cir su!fc:riug.o at the hamls of tlu:se marauders, 

•· not getti ng ane gfl1at of our :Hii nc to mautainc ws aither in meate or in cloath, 

and om hous toLe tl1ryse vlunderit, our mother cast out allll lyke to stane 

for laike of mautiueuce, ou r sc)ft\·is taikine prissoueri s to \\·il<.l ernes~is, and 

hound lyke theives, ~nJ "· inditt (woundeLl) in our bodies, so1ue of \rs 

having beine lying in 011 bedcl , uot Lciug able to stnrr for the space of thl"ic 

moncth is, and yit t not able to travell anc qnartl'r of :me myl e on foott," with 

other enormities. They allege that the Joe rs of these thing3, notwithstanJing 

proclamations against them, are harboured "<Jilhairevi r they vleis, in everie 

corner in the cnutre.r .... so that such b:u·hari tic and inhumanitie was not 

vsit in Locbabe r, or the wost barbarous pairt in ScotlauJ these lmndreth 

yeires bygoun." The sufferers beseech l.orJ Strathnaver to assist them, 

otherwise they will have to apply to I.orLl Seaforth, but would rather not 

seek aid from straugers.1 

'Yhat answer Lord Strathnaver made to this appeal is nowhere recorded, 

but that the country was in a di.sturbeJ condition, partly from such plnn

derers, and partly from feuds between families, appears from an agreement 

entered into by him in the following year. Towards the end of IGGS, Lord 

Strathnaver, and several other proprietors of Sutherland, rai sed a summons 

against the Earl of Caithness anJ others for invading Str.athnaver in ~!arch 

with I :!00 men, carrying off 900 cows anJ other property, burning houses 

and doing other mischief, as well as for various other offences elsewhere. A 

counter summons was raised by the Earl of Caithness and others which, how

ever, was abandoueJ, as it was based on false in fo rmation. The parties 

were charged to appear in the court of session on the 1Oth December I 668, 

1 Vol. ii. of this work , pp. IS C- ISS. 





I 
l 

! 

AGI:EE.JU'XT WITII Tl!E EAJ:L OF C'.UTJJ.\"ESS, 16 G8. 2:Jl 

hu t before that day the principals on either side entered into a contract 

of com]Jromisc. 

On th0 l>l!C' luulll, J.urJ. Strathna·;er discharged the E :nl of Caithness and 

other heritor,; of tln1t sltire uf nll pursuit for any dama;,;es, riots, or other 

crimes eonunitteJ. by them against him anJ. l1is father, their tenants or 

v;tssals, except the LorLls Tieay and Duffus\ preceding 1st Xovember 16G8. 

In like manner the Eall of Caitlm e.3s g:we a disc:harge, with the same 

exceptions, t o Lon] Strathna\·cr am] his father, of "all depredationes done 

or comitted by the ::\I·Xeills and ther associats, or any of the saills Lord 

Straua \·er's vasscls or tenants" for the same period. In the n E'xt place, 

Lord Strathnaver agreccl to obtain from Hugh ~Ionro of Eriboll (who l. ud 

been seized anrl imprisoneLl Ly the E arl of Caithness) a full discharge of l1is 

griC\"ancc ; v;hile the earl in rt:turn bound himself to renounce all daim be 

had to thz ofllce of justiciary witltin Caithness or Sutherbml, iu fa\·our of 

LorJ Stratlma vcr. Doth parties agree to become responsible fur Llepredatio11s 

committed by tlteir vassals, t enants or others wi thin their bonuJ.s, no tice 

of the mi sdeed being gi\·en \rithin a fortnight.. ThPy also agree to join in 

suppressing "aU 1owse and broken men," and also mutn a1Iy to assist each 

other in the ease of depredations committed upon either party by any for 

whom they \\"ere not responsible. From the benefits of this agreement 

Sinclair of DunlJ.:·ath was excepteJ , and a commission of fire and swonl 

was issneJ. against him, bnt the later d·;tails do not concern the SnthedanJ. 

family. The Earl of Caithness and his friends J.iu n ot, howe\'er, fulfil their 

part of the agreel!lent, am1 in 1 G 70 LorJ. Strathna \'er brought an action before 

the court of session to enforce obedience. The court founJ, as craved, that 

Strathnaver had implemented ali his engagements, ann Oidered the Earl of 

Caithness to p erform l1is bargain, under penalty of a sum of ~0 00 111erks 

Scots. The matter was still unsettled in OctoLer 16i3, when Lord Stratlmaver 
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raised an iultiLition against the E arl of Caithness to lH'C\'ent him rtlieuatiug 

any lan d~. aml so interferi11~ with the payment of the !?000 merks.1 

The Inar~HHlers r.-ferreu to in the pditiun by the .Jiurrays 11oticed aLo\'C 

probably belongell to tbe :i~I'Xeills mmeLl in the agreem ent ,,·ith Caithne:::s. 

"'l10ever they were, and whatever measures were taken against them, the 

plundering still continued, aurl ..:\.bcrscros.::; was agai n au object of UlllJlcasaut 

attentions either from the same or a si milar band of lawless }Jerson.::;. 

In September lGi'l, :i~Tar:;aret nayuc, appareutly the mother of the l\Iurrays 

formerly named, again aJ•peals to Lord Strathll[I.H'f with a tale of O]'pression, 

allll dellland s redress. ~he c01nplaius that various neigl1bours, whow she 

names, had for some years past dug p eats or turf within tLe bounds of 

.Aberscross, also that they haJ damaged her trees aud destroy ed h er graiu. 

Actual theft of barley and pease to a eousiclerable extent had been made, 

and an effort to rega in the stolen goods bad bee11 r e}Julsed with violence aud 

persoll:ll injury. The good lady states that she had complain ed several 

times already witl10ut reLlress, and she evide11tly loses patience, for she con

cludes : "'AnJ if wee get no mend is for all these barbarities, wee neiJ uot com· 

plaine army moire to your lorus!Jip •... and except your lordsh ip taike some 

speidie cowrse with tl1is na;,;c yowr lonl::ihip will h old ws excused to rnaike 

our redress elsquhair." She furt her requests an immediate reply to her letter.2 

The n ame of LorJ Strathnaver does not appear prominently in any public 

record. Even in tLe acts of parliament he is ouly inciucntally mentioned. It 

is probable that he took no active part iu pnl•lic afl'airs, but he was greatly 

occupied with pleas at law. \\"hat these relatell to can only be surmised, 

but from the numerous refereuces in Yarious letters of J can, Lally Stratlt-

l Agreement, ';'th December 1668, vol. iii. 
of this work. pp. 21) 1·20;:) ; Decree against 
Caitbneo,, ttc.:., 1 ::! th Febtuacy 16j'P, anu 

Inh ibition, 'jth October 16i3, in SutherlauJ 
Cbnrter-che;t. 

" \"ol. ii. of this work, 1'1'· 1 ::.S, 1 S!l. 
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naver,.which have been prese rved, to legal dilliculties \vi th her own n:latives 

and the executors of her first Lusbaml, Archibahl, Earl of An3ns, it is probalJlc 

a good deal uf litigat ion nro':e from ·thr.st'.1 The fad, however, i.~ t eferred to 

in a lease of the whole lands of the earhlom of Sutherland, with certai n 

exceptions, grantell by Lord an1l Lady Strathn:wer in favour of J~ubc rt 

Gordon, younger of Gordonstc•n, allll Captain James Crawfonl, collector in }'ife, 

as principals, with Sir Ludov ick Gordon, elder of Gord onsto11, a.ncl G eorg·~ 

Cockburn, tu tor of Onni:-:.t cm, as tl~eir cautioners, for a term of seven yean;. 

The reason giveu for the grant ing of this lease is, that" considering that 

be reason of ther pleys aD Ll process att law, and 1nany other a.vocationcs, 

they are necessarlie wi thd r,twen, an ti may yet l•e withdra.wen from livein .~ in 

tl1e countrey of Sutherland, wher ther Eostates lye, an rl that. thcrby ther estate 

and affaires may be mismRnadged in tlut Jlb.ce,' ' and beean:::e the saicl fri ends 

for preventii,g thi:~ l"csult are willing to rr nt tl1e estate, tlJC granters lease the 

same in t~teir favour. The lease includes the whole earlllom so far as 110t 

otherwise disponed or \Vad:;et, under the following r ese rvations : the ho u,; ,~ 

of JJ unrobin anJ doveco te, with the enclosur~s , policies, and pasturage roun•l 

it, which were never in lease ; freedom of pasturage on the commonty for 

LorJ Strathnaver's sheep; the smith's croft, ganlener's croft, allll kiln of 

Golspie; the dwelling-Louse of H elmsdale, the mill of Golspie, awl grazing 

for cows; the whole righ ts of superiority, hunting and fishi11g, nine 

sahaon being given weekly fur the table during the sen..son ; g razing in 

K ilmonovaig for the riding and coach ho'r.ses; abo the usual services exigible 

from the tenants, and a part of the custom duties levied iu the territory, with 

two hundred bolls of victual to be uplifted ye;J. r]y from the t enan ts. ·with 

these exceptions the lessees w~re to Lave full power over the ~vhole estates, 

1 Cf. The Dou~las Book, Yo!. j ,., pp. :!GG·269, 271·::!7 7; ~Iemoria.l s of the Family of 
\\' emys~ of Wemy~s, vol. iii. pp. 1 I 3. 1 I 6. 
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with authority to di;:: for and work coals auJ other 1uinerals, to exercise the 

olfices of sheriff and b:tilie dep.ute, holJ courts, and act generally as the 

vroprietor, except to cnt the woads. Only as much ti mber was to be taken 

from these as would suffice to keep up the houses on the lauds. The rent to 

be paid for th e whole was sixteeu thonsanJ mcrks Scots , allow:111ce being 

made for devastations 'Ly war or }'lagne during the term of the lease.1 

One of the law pleas of Lady Strathuaver appears from a letter, 

unsigned, but apparently arldre:>sed to Lord Chancellor l:othes by herself 

in }.larch 1Gii, deta iling her gricvauces against William Lawrie of Black

wood, factor on tl1e e:>tatc of her sLcpson, J ames, second ::\Iarquis of D ouglas. 

Of Lawrie she writes, inta alia, "I did plead in his behalf with your grace 

till he stirred up that unjust plea again st me to my great hurt and detrimeut , 

for my lord and I lmcl been in the north all this 'rhile looking to om 

interests there, if he [Lawrie] had not laid a necessity on us to attend his 

motions who seeks new occasions every day to do us hurt, as he did evidence 

by his petition to the king in order to rob me of my life-rent right of the 

precept of the £1000." 2 The lJreCCfit here referred towns granted by King 

Charles the Second to Lady Strathnaver in 1668, and authorised the payment 

to her of the yearly interest of £1000 sterling, until that sum was paid in 

recompense of the money laiJ out by her first husband, the Earl of Angus, 

on the dean's house nt Holyrood, \Yhere he resided for a time.3 The letter 

ho,vever, does not state hov> the matte:r eudeJ. 

In October 16 i~, on the de:1.th of his father, Lord Strathnaver became 

Earl ~f Sutherland, anJ in July of the fo!!owing year he made a formal 

res ignation of all his lauds in favonr of his son, John, Lord Strathuaver, who 
1 Lease, dated 7th and l~th August 16;5, 

vol. iii. of this work, pp. ~03-213. 
2 Draft lette r, unsignerl, but dated 5th 

::'-!arch l67i, in Sutherland Charter-chest. 

Indorsed "Inform:l.Sion of the busnis betwix 
my Lord :-.brquis of Dngbs and the Cunta• 
of Sutherland &nn her s<'n thP Earl of For!:n .'' 

3 The Dou:;la3 Boc·k , vol. i\·. p. 380. 
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then married Lady Helen Cochrane, daughter of the Earl of ])undomld. 

There were, however, various reservations, one being the yearly payment to 

the Earl of Snthcrbud of eight thousand 111erks Scot~, being half the rental 

spccitied in the lease,1 which was to continu~ until the year 1 GS!?. In the 

parliament of 1 GS 1 the earl was not present, though the usual protest for 

precedence wa.:; made Oil bis behalf uy tlte Earl of Perth. In lhis year also 

the countess appears to have made an a1•plication to parliament for a division 

of the \Yemyss estates uetween her aml her only surviving sister, ~Iargaret , 

Countess of \Yemyss. The process is stated in one account to have been set 

aside because of the pressure of pnLlic Lusiness, and in another to have been 

abandoned because Lady Sutherland was oLligeu to leave the country for 

nouconformity in religion.2 

The last statement is not corroLorateJ, though the earl anrl his countess 

were certainly in Eugland in January 1 GS!?, when they wrote from London to 

their legal adviser, ::\Ir. John G orJon, advocate. The sn hjeet of these lette1s 

will be dealt with in the next memoir, to which they more properly beloug, 

lmt it may Le noted that the tenor of the countes .:; '~ letters implies that a 

family disagreemeut about the settlement of the \Yemyss estates by her 

father, David, second Earl of \Yemyss, to her prejudice as his elder dau~hter, 

and not religious disauility, wns the cause of their leaving Scotland. In one 

of the earl's lettcra is a reference to passing evellts: "There is talk of a 

parliament; the conventicles in the conntrey and about the citie nnd snburus 

of London are sevearly disturbed and hnnJleJ; th ey say these phanaticks 

intend to defend themselves be the common law, and it is said that the 

constaules are so phanaticall, that they are hardly drauen to trouble there 

neighbou~, so that the justices is oft put to the troubles to hold them to it, 

1 Resign ation, ~3d July 1680. 
~ Letter and Decreets of the Lords of 

Session, cited in ~Iemoria.ls of the Family of 
". ernyss of W emys3, \"ol. i. pp. :JOG-313. 
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and in the meane tyme phauaticks escape, anJ if any proceed illegally tin~ 

phanaticks purshucs both justices and com.table:; at cowu1on law. You are 

more regular there. l pray you let 111e so:utymes ku ow the mutter of fact. 

Some say tltat Queensberry hath left the court there on ane discontent, 

p romise not being keept to him. They say that one Steuart hath witbdranen 

and that ther is peapers fouuJ of his that OCCU!:>ions it, Jet me know the 

truth of it." 1 The phraseology of thi.s letter indicates, that whatever Lady 

Sutherland's sympathies were, her Imsbaml's were apparently in accordance 

with the government. 

The Earl of Sutherland was still out of Scotlaml, if not in London, on 

14th 1-larch 1 68~, and may have gone thence to the continent, but his lllove

ments during the next few years have not been traced. H e may !tave been 

in Scotland in July 1684, "·hen his countess was sued at the instance of her 

step-son, James, second ::.Iarquis of Douglas, son of her first husband. The 

:!!fairs of the I.llarquis had become considerably embarrassed, so much so, that 

in 1681, the attention of the king was callcLl to the fact, and in 168~ l1e 

granted a tre..1.sury order for £:200 sterliug yearly to defray the education of 

young Lord Angus. Sir J ohn Lau der of Fountainlmll notes this fact, and 

then records that, using his straitened circumstances as a pretext, the marquis 

pursued his step-mother before the privy council for an aliment out of her 

j ointure of 1 :?,000 merks, on the plea tktt, after deducting the interest of his 

debts, he had not a suflicient income. The Earl of Sutherland is not named 

in connection wi th the case, but Sir John Lauder states that the countess 

appeared, and pleaded her own cause: "She spoke for herself a long time, 

and alleged it was hard when apparent heirs mismannged their estates, and 

suffered chamberlains and others to impose on them, tl1at on erous provisions 

in contracts matrimonial should be burdened with them, and that he (the 

1 Letter, dated 3d Janua ry I G~~. in Sutherland Charter-chest. 
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marquis) h ~ll ratifi e1 l her join tnrc, in I GG9, afte r his lllajority." 1 The cnsr! 

was rdcrrell to a committee, and tho SC11uel is uot recorded. 

The Earl of Sutherlai1ll was at I:ottc run rn in Kovember 1685, as he wrote 

from that place to his son. Froru the terms of !tis letter we leam tlmt l1e 

lmJ been li \'ing in Gcrmauy, a1Hl n.ppnrently n.lso travell iug about from place 

to place on the contiucnt, n.lt hough for what period he h.lll done so is not 

stated. His wife was not with Lim when l1e wrote the letter, but she joineJ 

hi Ill from Lomlou before it was despatched, and contribu ted to th e information 

it contn.ins. One of the royal yn.chts was plnced at her Jisposal, in which she 

was, aceorJiug to her own acco11nt, as comfortable as if she had been at Dun

robin, though she diJ not escape sea-sickuess. She fouud on her arrivn.l in 

Holland that the earl was better than she expected, ,.,-hich, she says, " curcll 

much of my illuess at sea." Doth letters imply that the earl's finauccs were 

somewhn.t scant, anJ contain an earnest appeal to Lord Strn.thnaver to furu i ~ h 

more ready money. The earl expresses his determination to pass the wiu te r 

in Gcrm:1.ny.2 :From the statements in the5e letters it migM be gathered that 

ill-health was the cau5e of the earl's sojomn abroad, and probauly that was 

the reason of his continued residence tl1ere, but a brief rdercnce to him in a 

letter of the period gi,·es a somewhat diffe rent aspect to h is leaving Scotb ud. 

Ill April 1 GS 5, the Duke of GorJon, writing to LorJ St mthnavcr, s:1.ys: " I am 

sorry that your father wa5 gon befor your seeing him, butt his not folowing 

your methoJ5 I am afirayed vill bee the vors for himselif,"3 a sentence which 

suggests that the earl was not inclined to support the government of King 

James the Seventh, who had come to the throne a few \veeks before. 

In the parliaments of l G 5 and l6 SG , the usual protests for precedence 

1 Fountai nball's Historical X otices, vol. ii. 
pp. 542, 543. T he imput:1.tion a,c;:1.inst 
chamberlains was d irectecl ag:1.i ns t L:1.wrie 
of P.lackwoocl, who wa~ accounted a. Yery b:~tl 

\'OL. !. 

adviser t o the :\Iarqnis of Douglas. 
~ Vul. ii. of this work, pp. 191 -103. 
3 Letter, 16th April I 685, in Snth r rlanc l 

Ch:uter-<:hest. 

::? 1' 
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'"ere nHt<le on Leh:1.lf of the earl, but he J oes uot appear to have returned to 

Scotland u:1til after the ~.J rival in Enghllll of ·wi lli:J.m, l'rince of Orange. 

\Ve have, however, a pas~ing glim ps<! of him and his countess between these 

dates. A correspondent of Lord Strathnavcr, in ~fay l G87, writes:-

" TJ,is ni~b t I rece:tr e,J n lyne fr .,ID DIY LaJic Sutherland, 110w at the Hague, us I 

Ii nde se ~eralls fro m my l0r.] and ber LHlybhip am·ut her afl'.tires in ~~utland .... The 

Earle of Sutherland allll my Lord Stair arc gone to t he J,athcs at Aix-h-C'ha]'pell, and 

IllY ladie is to stay at the Hague to wa it rpon the I'riucc aud Pr inces of Orange, wher 

she is very kyndl ic recearcll, and intertained as n person of her quali tie, and docs no 

ill tbcr, haning tl:e king's full assuraucc and J•rincelie wore! to 1e n•maycs wron;;ed in 

any of her eoucernes in thi~ l'lact'. l\fy hdic wrytc to me a ,yJ,yfc a;;o~, that oue 

Aolam Gordon, a nephew of ::iir Robert's, whom th rr t110k to their f..tmilie, dyed ther, 

and gave him a >cry Louc~t burriell, niJtl tolu tbat l1is rude would pay all the funcrall 

charges .. . . Lord Charle~ IlaiJJ il ton iti gone post ont of tld$ place Sabuth moruiu; to 

Lonrl.on, whence he is to goe t•J Fiu n::;aric. Imc,l iatlie cftcr the Duck [ uf Hamilton] 

settled an e estate vpun him an,[ ,·pun all his other cllilclrcin. giHing the Earl e of 

.Arr:w 5000 lb. starling, inclnd.iug th e dnckJorne of 1 b.miltuu t> efter hi.s Graces decem;.':!, 

without any dcLt. The Earle of .:\rran is to stay here ::!0 daye3 longer, an1l t!.eu t o 

goe to court, the king ha>ing sent for him. They were all at Paisley, with :t great 

traine eight dayes splend idlie int<: rtaiued. My ladic sen t me a letter which I delyrert!d 

to the duck. thanking his grace fur his ldndnes to her t!.ildrc:n, and rra\·iug his taxour 

and couusell to t hem, which he was plcascJ to say wunld Lc neYer wanting to them so 

long as he lived. • . " 1 

T he Earl of Snthcrlanu wns present at the convention of estates 

summoned by the authority of W illiam, l'rincc of Orange, and held at EJin

burgh on I 4th ~I arch 1689. H e is also stated to haYc come from H olland 

with the p rince, and he may have been one of t hose Scottish noLlemeu and 

gentlemen who met at \ YLitehall in J an nary 1 G8G, to desire tl1e prince to 

accept the administration of the government. Dnt tltis is not certain. lie 

did, howe\'Cr, take part in the convention, signed the letter of tlte estates to 

1 L~ tte r , thted Edint.u rgh, ~3 . 1 l\!«y I G:3i, in Sntherhnd Cbo.rter-chest. 
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K iJlg \ Villiam, and was one of those who prepared the report, in terms of 

which the estates tlcclared that .King Jal!les had forfeited his right to the 

Crown, aml that the thron e hatl UI3Cvlne vacant. At the close of the com·eu

tion the carl was named one of t1Je committee of estates and was also 

appointctl a member of the priYy counciJ.l 

Parliament met on 5th .June 1G:'9, :1-nd tho! Earl of Sutherland was present, 

as also in the parli:.unent of 1690, ue:ing appointed one of the COlllllJittee to 

settle the affairs of the church, as well as a mclllber of some minor comm is

sions.2 The carl appeared in the parliawcnt of 1 C93, uut was not present 

during the first fe\Y days of its sitting, as he seems to have been in LonJon, 

whence he travelled to take Lis seat. .Defore this parliament a long pleading 

took place on the claim raise1l uy the Countess of Sutherland, against l1cr 

sister Margaret, Countess of \I emyss, for a partition betwixt them of the 

\\T emyss estates, but the parliament, after l!C:tring counsel on both sides, 

remitted tlJC case to be tried in the onlinary courts. No further proceedings, 

ho\vcver, appear to liavc been takeu.3 The earl also on his own behalf pre

sented to the house a petition regarding his precedence over otl!er earls who 

were ranked before him in the reading of the rolls of parliament. The terms 

of this pet ition are not narrate.J, and it was remitted to the 1orL1s of session 

that he might pursue his right and claim before them.' 

The earl diJ. not lose any time in opening proceedings, and a few months 

later a summons was rai:oed in l1is name again.;;t the Earls of Argyll, Crawford, 

Erroll, and ~Iarischal, setting forth tbe antiquity of his own title, which was 

con fer~ed upon his p redecessors uefore the year 1215. He therefore claimed 

precedence over these earls, whose ancestors he contended had not the title 

1 Acts of the Parliaments of ScotlanJ, 
Yol. ix. pp. 3, 5, 9, I~. ~o. ~::!, 74, ';9; Yo!. iii. 
of this work, p. 216. 

2 Acts of t he Parliaments of Scotland, 

Yo!. ix. pp. 95, 106, 145, ISS, 200. 
3 fbi,f. App. pp. 7~. 'j!); ~Iemori.1ls of the 

Family of W emyss of '\V emyss, Yo!. i. p. 313. 
• Ada of Pa.rliament, ut supra, Al'P· p. 8~. 
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of earls, bnt were simple birds or knights, for nearly two hundred years afte r 

!tis predecessors· wert: ]~arls of Sutherland. This summons "·as issued in 

November 1G93, but it wa-. not until February 1G9 :1 that the court of session 

apvointed a !tearing for June of the same year. It clocs not apJ •ear, however, 

that anything \ Yaii Lh)ne, and the act ion was in 1 iO -l, aft t: r the death of E<nl 

George, tran~fener.l to his son, Earl J ohn, as lJtusuer, against the Earls of 

Crawford and ).brischal.l 

In the p:uliament of 1 G95, the earl presentcJ a petition asking for 

authority to hi111self anJ other friends to act as tutors to hi <> granclchilJren, 

the young Yiscount of Ad ,uth uott, and his brothers ancl sisters. lie further 

represented tl tat ),Jexauder "\.rbuthnott of Knox could not be served tutor to 

the viscount, and he asked for the custody of his grandchildren, and that an 

aliment should be granted them. The earl's petition narrated his interest 

in the viscount, and his brother and sisters as !tis grandchildren, and because, 

fai ling succession to himsdf by his sou, Lord Strathnaver, he had entaikLl 

his estates upon the viscount. H e charged, among other things, mi.smauage· 

rnent of the viscount's estate upon Alexander Arbuthnot t of Knox and Sir 

Tuomas Dnrnet of Leys, both as to the children's education and uplifting of 

the rents, etc., also that they !tad violated certain conditions, which they 

bad undertaken to the carl, as to accounting, and as to the writs. Arbuth

not t and Burnet presented a counter petiti on, rebutting all the earl's 

assertions, and praying that he bl! recommend(;d to for1ear any groundless 

process. The parliamen t of the following year, 1696, which the earl did not 

attend, rem it ted the whole case to the jndgment of the court of session.2 

The carl was present in the parliament of 1G 9S, and subscribed the bond 

to secure the safety of King ·william, known as the "association," \Yhich his 

1 Sutherland anrl Cr:nviord Peerage r:mkin:;, 1766. 
2 Acts of the Parliament3 of :Scotland, vol. ix. App. pp. 110, 1:!1, 142; vol. x. pp. :!0-23. 
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aLse uee from the pre,·ions parliament had prevented his signing. In the 

firs t r :1rli .1mcnt of I TOO tile cad's name i;; not mentioned, but he appears to 

h:wc been present at the October sessiou.1 His name, after that date, 

!lisappears from pu1lie recorJ, and he dictl on 4th March 1 703. Tl1 c 

follO\ring elegy was written at the time of the death of the earl:-

On tl1e U. eath of the night llonourahle anJ truly pious George, Earl of Suthe:r

latul, who U. eparteu this life the 4th of :il[arch 17 03, anti of his age the T Oth year. 

Almighty power at leng-th in Lo'l'e cloth call 

Th i; Koble Lrml unto tile Heaven ly II all, 

A P eer t hat was ,,·ithout hyperbole, 

Pious anu just (th:tt all the worlu conltl see) 

The more a,huirctl of the gui,Jen age 

'l'han all the quirks of this our irou stage ; 

Zealous un to the can;c that l1e prof<J.:;s\1, 

A fri end to those tl1at U.itl LcfrieUt! the Lest. 

When e'l'ild grew apace he wou],! not tarry, 

N or from his pri nciples in lc~t would vary; 

But quite l!i.> natil·e lanu auu soil, lest he 

A sharer of its sins and vlagucs should be, 

And patiently in forrcigne lands did ho1·er 

Until the heavens diu cause the cloud pass over. 

Mean while his loyalty unto his Prince 

Untainted was; when conscience did convince 

All zealous Pat riot.s that thq hat ] a call 

To bring God's worship in, and beat down Eaal. • 
And then this worthy Peer di,] take a share 

I n that most glorious work, to help to bear 

Our ark home that was trod awl trampled on 

By Eaal and by Dagon's l'riesto so long; 

His earthy lease he uid so right irnprove 

That his last exit prov'u but a remove; 

1 A cl.~ of the Parliamen t5 of Scotland, vol. x. pp. 186 , l!JG. 
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He li1·'J t o dy, he Jy'd to live. yen more, 

Tic liv'd t,., fix above his ~;-rcatcst store . 

.ft..nd >iglli11g ::'>II!~ e, l~t m J•OI.,.. hl~.ke a turn 

To his good La•ly that dost weep anJ mourn 

Fur her saJ los~ : what h.:art of flint then coulJ 

Forbid such tears t •) stream, that only would 

StojJ the great fvuntaiu of her grief to make 

The same o're!low and so the Jam woulu break 1 
Mu.:;t no urop fall when such a loving pair 

D o part, whose love wa.s J,.,ng as it ll'as mre, 

When tnany IVintcrs bvth their lives ha·l grac'u, 

Aud nul\' at length asundt·r to he plac'd, 

AsuuJer only fur a while, for she 

Can only stay where her gooJ Lord must be. 

Then, 1hdam, cease to w eep and wail so sore 

Since he's a lit tle only gone before. 

EPlTAI'H. 

From this world's st:lge the good Earl George is gone, 

More just and pions in the hnd was none, 

I n life and death th~ same, without controul, 

The earth his boJy hath, the H eaven his souJ.l 

The carl's body was interred in the aLbcy church of Holyrood, where a 

monument was erected to his memory with the fullowing inscription wltich, 

from the style, appear;; to be the composition of George, first Earl of 

Cromartie, tlw brother-in-law of LaJy J t:an ·w t!myss, anJ _whom she some

times consulted in her affairs :-

" lHemori:c illu~trissimi D omini, Gcorgii Sntherlandi:o et StratbnnYerni:c, etc., 

Dynast:c Suthcrl:wui:e et Stratlmavernia.•, jure h:crco:litario, \'irecoruiti.s ae rcgalita tis 

Domini ; e:.: sigilli magni eustoJibus nnius ; Sereuis5iruo }{egi Guliclmo a secretioribus 

consiliis ; deeimi noni comitis recta linea oriunrli ab Alano Sutherlanui:e Thnno; quem 

Milcolu mbo tert ia, h::erclli legitimo regnu m restituere cunantem e medio sustulit 

I s~otiab Elegiac Ver>es, 1 G::!9·li~9. Ed. 151:!, pp. 146-145. 
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.i\racbt'thus rum tyrannitlem occupa<sct, rircum annum ::era: Christian ~ :,tLYII. Il uc 
fama: perCiliJis mo!lnment um t!cllens posuit viclua, J canua Vern ia, fi lbrum Davidi~, 

CIJmitis Y ~mii, r.atu waxim:1 ; qu:e hui .: comiti pcpcrit J oanu cm uunc Su therl.llldi:P 
cullliteru, ct Allnam ArLu tLn uti vicecumitissam ; priori nw marito, Archihaldu 
Angusia.l comiti, filio ::\b rch ionis Duglassiorum natu maximo, .Arch ibalrl um Forfari 

comitem, et iliargarctam Yi cecorniti tic Kingstoun in matrimonium datam. Quinque 
alii hujus Dowin:e libcri irnpuberes tleccssc runt. 

Katus in arce sua tlc Dnruach, ::! Jo Xovernbris .~mcxxxm. J.enatus E tl inburgi, 
4to .i\Iartii, A.Il. !>!DCCIII." 

George, fourteenth E arl of Sutherland, 111:1-rried, as al f(·ady stated, Lady 

Jean '\\"emyss, eldest daught er of IhYid, seeonll Earl of \\·emyss, and wi dow 

of Archibald, Earl of .Aug u-;, elJest sou of \\'illiam, first ~Iarquis of Douglas. 

H er househohl book, bct\Y cen 1 G50 anJ 1054, when she v;as Countess of 

Angus, is still JJreserved at Dunrohin. It is all \nitten with her 0\\'11 hand, 

is very earefnlly k ept, and e\·inces on her p:nt a goo•l deal of business ability. 

She has been seve ral times referred to in the cour.se of this memoir, and a few 

more particulars may be alhled regarLling her. She ·was a fri end of Queen 

:Jiary, the wi fe of King " "illiarn the Third, who, to mark her special regard 

for the countess, bestowed upon her a large diamond ring, valued at nine 

thousand merks Seats, which the countess afterwarJs left to her grandson as 

·a family hei rloom.1 The count es.s, in 1 69~, was staying iu London, whcuce 

she wrote to Lady Katherine Hamilton, ~vifc of J ohn, Lord ::Oiurray, after

warJs first D uke of Athole, in'l,uiring about winter-quarters in :FalklanJ , or 

elsewhere in Fife. A little later, she \vrote asking the loan for a time of 

Lady ·:\Iurray's eoach-house in EJiuburgh for Iter o·wn equipage, as she hopeJ 

to reside at Holyrood during the summer.2 Two years later we find her 

writing to the Duchess of H amilton a letter of condolence on the death of 

the Duke of H :1.milton.3 

In 1 i 04 the countess wrote to George, first Earl of Cromartie, on bel t:~ If 
1 Vol. iii. o[ this work , pp. 2li, 2!8. 2 Jnirl. ,·ol. ii. pp. l !J -!-1 06. 3 Tbid. pp. l OG, 107. 
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of her gr:mdchildrcu, tl.e young ArLutlmotts. Sl1e conq.Jaius that owing to 

the small alirnilnt allowed hy the privy council, she herself was obliged to 

maintain the yonuger l!l·other of the vi scount in cJr,t J, iug and ot Ler ueces

s~uies. f'he expresses the hope that the visco unt will Le ordered to assist hi s 

brother in meat, clothing, and education. She dc~ires also that Cromartie 

ll!ay give advice to l11:: r son, the Earl of Suthedand.1 The Yiscou nt of 

Arbu thnot t here referred to died in 1 il 0, and was succeeded Ly his youugt-r 

brother J ohn as fifth viscount . H e, iu 1711, fell nuder the displeasure of hi -, 

grandmother, who refused to see him, apparent ly in connection wi th l1is pro

poseLl marr iage " ·ith a daughter of Will iam .:.Iorison of Preston Grange. The 

uegotiations were t emporarily broken ofl' on account of some offence taken by 

Arbuthnott's rebtions. The feelings of the countess on the snLject are thu.3 

expressed by her grand-daugh ter, Lady ~IaitL:mcl , "?~Jy Lady Southerland ... 

wold be very glad to have the ru a~ch goe on, aml hes realy ben very indisposd 

with the grifc aud Yexsation she hes got in thi..s affi.lire." ~ 

.Another matter in which the coun tess interested herself was the obtaining 

a copy of Sir I!obert Gord01 i's manuscript "Genealogy of the Earls of 

Sutherland" from l~Ir. Tiobert Gordon, a younger son of Sir I:uuert. .:.rr. 

GorJon had obtai ueJ the copy in 1 G::iS, as aa•ears from his name and that 

date on the blauk page at the beginning of the volume. The countess 

succeeded in obtaining the manuscript volume befo re 1st J anuary 1705, 

on which day she presented it, with a b ologr:iph iu;;cri}'tiou: "This book 

is for my sone thee E arle of Southerland, on the 1st Jay of Jamwry 1705." 

The volume h:ts been preserveLl at Dunrobiu eYer since, allll it \ras from it 

that, upwards of a century later, through tl1e liberality . of El iz:llY.!th, 

Marchioness of Stafford, t he printed edition of 1813 was made. 

1 \ ' ol. ii. of this work, p . 199. 
2 Letter to La•ly Strathna\"er, Sth ~larch 171 I, Jl.,id. 1'1'· ~0~, :!•'5. 
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The countess also, afte r th•! ,],•ath of lwr husLand, purel!ase<l tlJC esbtc 

of J:o:::ch:mk, in lhe parish of I m'en~sk, .:'l[ i,1Jothian, wh ere she re;;itleLl for 

some years before l! c· r Lleath, which occurred ihere on 5th J anuary 171 :J. 

The family solicitor, wri ting tv.-o days later to her grandson, Lord i:itrath

nawr, says, " .:'lfy lady l!as left all her affairs in very gooLl on ler, so there 

will not. arise the least dispute abo ut lhe tli,;lribntion." X either her son uor 

grawlson were 1•resent al. LPr funeral, the former being in Lomlon, aHLl 

the latter in the north, but she was burie<l near her hnsbaml, on I Sth 

J anuary, in the aubey church of IIolyruoLl, '' uttenJed with all the nol1ility 

and gentry in town, in a very deeeut and geutile manner." 1 

The Earl aml Coun te!'Os of Sutheiland batl issue one son and two 

daughter;; :-

1. J obn, who suecce•k •l his father in 17 03. Of him a memoir fullows. 
I. La<ly Anna, who ruarrie•l on 3,1 :\Iay 1683, I:obert, third Vi~connt uf 

ArLuthnott, and Lad issue. 
!?. Lady J eau, born ou :l4th April I GG.J, who Llietl Lefore I t.J SO. 

1 Letters, 7th anJ 21 st J :muary 171 5, Mr. Alexander 1\osa t o Loru Str:~.thua.,.e r. 

YOL. I. 
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L \DY Hnr.x Cocu i:A~F: (Dcxi •OXALD), IllS FIRST WI FE. 

L\DY CATIL\PJX~: T,\UL\SI! (1JYs.u:r), ms SECOXD '\"l iE. 

TlA)!E Fr:AxcE -; T 1:.\YF.LL, m,; TIIII:D WIFE. 

17 03-1733. 

THIS repre;;cutatiYc of the I10U2e of SutherJan, J, \rho was popubrly 

known as Earl .T ohn J~oy , pro1Jo.l•ly from bi s rcJ or fair complexion, 

lh·ed through a \"Cl')' st irring period of Dri tish histo ry, including the 

insurrection of ~\.rgyll in 1GS5, tl 1e lie,·ulution of 1G ~.::l, the Vuiou of 

Scotlaml anJ E ugbml iu 1 i Oi , ancl the .Jncouite reuellion of 17 15. Iu 

relation to all these ennts this earl \';as pmlll in•·nt ly engngeu. 

H e appears to ho. YC been born in 1 GG 1, as he is referred to in a letter 

dated 1st J uue of that year as then au infant. The next reference to him 

is in the contract for his marring~ in l GSO with L'ltly Helen Cochrane, 

secoml daughter of the decenscrl \\' illi::tm, Lor·.l Cochrane, whi ch ·was nego

tiated on her behalf hy \\'illinm, Earl of I hm do uald, her grandfather, aml 

J obn, Lord Cochraue, her brothe r. I n the u:>nal formal terms, Lonl Strath

naver and LaLly H eleu accq•t each other as hnvful spouses, and agree to 

solemn ize their marriage by a certain llay. Tl tc E;Irl of Suthe1hud provides 

t o his son, and the heirs-male of his boL1y Ly that or any other lawful 

marriage, \Yhom fai ling, to the heirs-male of the Earl of Sutherlan<l by 

Larly J ean \\'emyss his spome, or any other bwful marriage, whom failing, 

the eldest daughter of LorLl Strathnaver, and to other hei rs n::tmeu in t!te 

marri age contract, the e:ulLlorn ancl !anus of Sutherland, with the castle of 
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Duurouin, etc., rescrYing t o him ~·.: lf 800 0 merks Scots during the continuance 

of th e lca;:e of the earl• loin f' rant cll lJy l1i m in 1 G i .'i as narrated in the 1)rcvious 

lM inoir. Certain oth.::r unrdcns wr rc imJ•(Jsed, among which were a pro vi ::~ion 

of 40 ,000 merks Scots for J.nuy Anna Gorllon, aml th e payment of all t1ebts 

Llue by the carL One of the st i] •nht ions in tl te cnutract reqnireJ that if any 

of the heirs- femald shonlJ sncceeJ , her llllsuand l!lust take the n ame (J f 

Sutherland-G ordon, aml bea r the ar111s of S utherland. On the other pa rt , 

Willia m, E arl o f Iluudonahl, makt>s payme nt t o the E arl of S utherlawl of 

£ 80,000 .Scots, whi ch Lord StratlmuYer auJ l1is fn tnre wife accrpt in full uf 

all that Lady Jiden could claim as her portion uf her father's c::>tate.1 

The contract was followed by resi;;n::t tiun, on 23 Ll July lGSO, in t erms of 

which King Charl es the Second gmntcJ a ch ar ter unJ er the grea t seal Ltf 

t be e:nluom in fa your of J olm, Lonl St rn tlman :r, and the oth er heirs mnl 

substitutes reciteLl in the contrac t of m::t rri:lge. LorLl S t r:Lllll l[\ YCr, however, 

w::ts not iufdt in the earldo 111 till several yea rs later. ~ 

"When in 168:3 his father 'rent auroad, the mau::tgemcnt of the e:;tatl's 

was de,·olved upon LorJ Strathnaver, who rniseJ so 111e oLj l'\:lions to t he 

tenus proposed. In a lett er frurn London to his legal a•his~r the carl rders 

to this, though th e exact matter in question is not clear:-

"And sicing I have put the jurisuiction out of my hand in my son c.~ , if be su h. 

scrcy\·c praper~ acconling to co n ut'S~Cllll encc , I think he is hapy that he hat h m·t ( 1.ly 

sntch a kinsman, L:1t sutch a fn:iull in whose uame it may Le, who ~e may [be] ~ure 
will imploy the jurisuiction for the goou anll allvanta~e of the family anu his iutt•rcot , 
and if my sone stan•! so iu h~ oune light as no to subscreyve the contract accorJi n;; tv 

conuiscendence, he will havt! the losse of it, fur I re3:>lre to be freinllly to them I Gu..! 
frcimlly anu uutyfull, a:1u fruuard to them I finu undutyfull and frouaru." 

1 Copy ContrJ.ct of :\Iarriagc, dat ~,l ~~rl 

aoJ 26th )larch 1680, iu .5utucr1aud Charter· 
chest. 

2 Extract I:.esi;;nation, Original Cro""n 
Charter, 2-Hh J uuc 16S1, aud ::iasiut', t!J.tc <l 
~3.1 )lay 165 7, ib id. 
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~\._nd he aLhls, that if tl1c lifl:rent continued in his h:md, it mi6l1t as \Yell have 

Leeu in th:1.t. of l1is co rrespunJl:n~.1 

On the JJack of her lmsktiHl's ldt~:r the Countess of Sutherland writes, 

earnestly entreating her son, Lord Stratluw.ver, to b~ on terms of awity with 

Ids father:-

" ... Tf my 80nc, Strathuarc'r, Ly !.is 1torth country counsellur:3 l•rcakt! with !tis 
father iu not subcri1·ing that contr.1c t :nul !.anu, as J1c i~ uhli.t;;eu Ly the minut, he will 
di s~aec himself Ly his uuuutyfullncs ; he ''ill !usc his fatltcr's kymlncs fnr erer, ami 
make me languish away with sr,row. Fur Ly his unwortlty denlliug hcc initats his 
father's spirit again't tnc, f,,r h:\\ iug I•tr.-;wa,lc•l him to Joe so much fur him that 
r~IJ.uyts him so ill ; so that Lee cut~ slwrt my power with my luru to JJro.:urc any 
goou for him or any other fricwl nuy more ; whercns if he ~toou to our agreement I 
wohl stilbe in a capaci ty to mo>e Lis f.tther to doc fur him al the good. Lee could.. For 
if our Lus.-;incs were d.uLc hccr, I wn.> hopeful! to gd my lord. perswad.etl to goe and. 
li1·e at Dunrobiu, auJ tu table om ;:elves ai•• l family with our £One, by which means 
he wohl ha>e gotcn a good part ui tl:e money hce should. paye his father back again 
for our intertainment; but if he Lvl<l on his stuborne.~, he will ne1·er g<"t any good from 
!tim any more. D.:syds that Le will Ill'ver look on him nor non of his, nor uair I eYer 
1.•pcn my ruouth for him nor hi :;, w\:i.;h wilbl! a sau IJUssincs both to him and mce j and. 
Lis covetousnes is the cause of all, wLi ch I ::un atfraiJ the Lonl curse him fur.'' 

One of the first acts of Lonl Str<~.tlm::wer, on coming in to possession of 

· the estates, was to enter into a Loml of amity \Yith George, liiarquis of 

Huntly. T he wri t n:.ur:ttes the Llescent of the house of Sutherland from 

AJaru Gordon, and the parties a;ree to. entert:tin, keep and obscn-e for ever 

mutual fr iendship and kinJness one with another, and a.ssist and fortify 

each ·other in any lawful designs, under a penalty of 20,000 merks Scots, 

and such fur ther penalty as the Lord Chancellor shall determine. This Lond 

is dated at Bog of Gi;;bt, now Gordon Castle, on 2-1th No\·ernbcr lG S2.2 

I Letter, 3<1 J:muary 1GS2, to ~Ir. J ohn Gordon, a•hocate, gu ndson of Sir Rubert Gonion, 
in Sutherland Charter-chest. ~ \"oL iii. o[ thi~ work, p. 214. 
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.At tlte same tiu1e a separate aLligation was gmute, ] by J ulm, Lonl Stratlm::wcr, 

l 'roccetling on the srtme narrnti\"e, allll aLo on the f,1ct that for se\"eral 

gencratiu11 :-; lti;; f:unily liatl lJCn·ue the surnallle of Gunlun, iu \', hich he Liuds 

!t imself aml ltis heirs aml successors to use the surname of Gurdon only, 

liOtwithstamling r~ccnt emleavours to chnuge it fur that of Sutherland. A 

}h::nalty of .£::!0,000 Scots for iul'ringeme11t is to Le paitl to the representat ive 

of the family of Huntl::·, aml the grnuler promises to renew the bond as 

often as necessary by the aLl\'ice of Sir Gcorc;e GorLlun of Haddo, chaucellor 

of ScotlamJ.l 

This close friendship Letween the earl a11u the :\Iitnlui:; of Huntly con

t inuetl till after the Hevol ntion, when a diife rence in politics les;;ened its 

feT\'ency. I n 1 GS3 the mrtrquis wrote to Lonl Stratltnaver with congrahda

tious on the birth of his son, \Villiam, }.laste r of Stmthnaver.2 In the course 

of the letter he suggests that Lord Strathllfl\'er s!IOUlLl enter parliameut, anu 

states that he hearu a whi:;per that l'rince George aud Princess Anne \\·oulLl 

ere long estaLlish themselves for some time at Etlinlmrgh.3 Lord Stmth

naver, however, did not enter parliament till after his fnthcr's death. 

A few days afte r the death of Kin~ Charles the Second, the marquis, now 

Duke of Gordon, wrote that King J ames hau ueen procbiwed, that a p:ulia

ment was snmllloned to meet at \\"est minster ou the l Oth of ::\Iay, that one 

woulLl also probaUy be held in Scotland about the same time, allll that a 

servant of ~.Ionmouth's was lately tnken, ·with letters for his grace. He 

adds : " .All loocks veell aud calm ; I vish itt continow long so." 4 

In a later letter the duke en t reats Lord Strathnaver to be ready wheu 

calleLl to come to Edinburgh :-

1 \'ol. ii. of this work, p. 2 13. 
2 Excervt from letter, <htecl 19th Dec"m

ber 16S3, ,-o l. ii. of this work, p. 190. 

3 Letter in Sutherbnu Charter-cbc~t. 
1 Let ter, tbtet! 2-!th Feuruary 16S5, ,-ol. ii. 

(J[ t his work, p. 190. 
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" Tlt e l't:,;t :mel other ,ta<,:eriD:; otlu::3 ar n:muwtl. So now I hopp sober pe r~Nl~ 

m~y serw !tis majesty \'itlwuL n:,;:rictioD. I aut ~:e rtau it t:! Lec tter so Luth for t he 

sovcra.in au,] till: ,ubjcdt." 

He atlLls, that th<.l Duku of Ibruil tou, LorLl DuuLlonald, aud uthers, llaJ 

refused to sign th e rdnrn from the council to his mnj e::; ty's letter about the 

proclamation, but he hdieYCtl they wouhl all in the euJ obey ortl<:rs.1 Other 

letter:; from the J uke, bat of les.3 importance, precede the opcuing of the 

p:uliamcnt which mel at Ediauur.::; h on the ~ 3J of A.pril lG S,j, uy which 

J ohn, Lord Strathnavcr, was tmme. l one of the commis:iioners to coll ect the 

cess for the shire of SutherhnLI. Thi3 l 'arliamcut aL;o passeL! au ac t sulJ

j ecting to fines all snLjccts who rcfn:ocJ to accc1.>t of ofllccs or etll !Jloymeuts 

hiLl on them by the king. ~ This tncasmc was a,JolJtcJ owing to the 'rell

known reluctance of many heri tors to act against the Earl of ..-\..rgyll, who:>e 

inYasion ·was then th reateueJ. 

Argyll did 1anJ on the west coast a fc:w Jays bter, and Lord StrathnaYer 

was at once surnmonell to march wi t lt three LuuLlreu of bis vassals, on foot, 

well armeu, '\Yith twenty U::tys' prvvision, to the he::tJ of Loclmess by the 9th of 

June. This was Lonl Str::t thnaver's introduction to a military life; and the 

commission intrustell to hiu1 he zealously fnlfill eLJ.3 His fri end, the Duke uf 

·am·Jon, while regul::tting his movements, congratulates l1im on his energy:-

" J ust now," he writes, " I h::l,] your l urJ~h ip's letter off the ::; l iifay. I am glaid 

all afl'airs have gon so Yecll thz•tt yuw r,r rt:J,]y to IUard•, Yedcusday next. I hopp to 

bee vith your lorLlohip att Imcroes, .Saturohy night or SuuJay lllOrnuing; so your 

lordship vill be plcsd Dot t o star frum thcuc until vee un:dt, and your meu mo~t Dot 

march tovanls thee Tiy lawb until I bee vith them. Argyll i.s Iande,! in E: ingty r, 

scveralls of the cuntrey pocpple haviDg j oynu >ith him, auJ ·sum otr the gcutelmeD ar 

1 Letter, 4th :\larch l GS.), in Sutherland Charter-ches t. 
2 Acts of the Parli:uuents of Scotland, vol. viii. pp. 4G3, -!Ga. 
3 Letter of t he Privy Cuuncil, dated lith :\by l GSJ, vol. ii. of this work, p. 41. 
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Iyckr:~y~ gou in . Dy thi3 tim tll":~!ve or thertin thous:tntl men ar marchd a~ain:;t .·\r ._•-yll 
rvllllu:u~>k • l, as gencr:dl, by the Earll of Dumbarton." 

The duke nrlcls, t lw.t he haLl Lc<.' n ol,ligecl to wam Sir I~oiJcrL G I• I·,Jq 11 t•i 

Embo, :mel the bini of Dunbe[l.th, of what they owecl to his rnajcsty's :::e r\'it•_, I 

The lluke, who haLl L•ecn appointed licuteuant-general in the nortl1, fnrt] 1, r 

ga\·e ilbtructious to Lonl Stmthnan:r for l1is conduct Juring the campai~ 11 • 

r,•quiring him, fir st., to call for the po\nln ancl lead wl1ich were in I 11\' l' llH ';;~, 

allll carry it to the heml of I.oclmess, aml to impress th e nN:essary LuaH l•f 

hor:;cs fur the servic<3; secmlllly, to examine wh nt me:tl there was in <•r 

al>out. I m·erncss, from which be mis ht fnrni ,;:h any of his lil :tje:;ty's tm"] '-~ 

comnlnuclctl to the hea•1 of Lochncs::, th·~ ir ollicc rs gi \·in~ mnn<•y or n llT•·ij•t 

fur it; tl 1in1ly, to orLicr forty bolls uf JII C: ll t•l be tmi:.'J•Ort.·.J t•• l'ul.I ntl"·l', 

H uusc, :~ t the brad of Lochncss, antl to <ldarh n small ]•n rty to secure tl ~t· 

!i :tfety c•f the Yict u:tl; fuurtldy, to obtnin tbe 1\lll :ile r-rull ~ uf tl1e f••I• •:; 

t>rJereJ to th e he:td of I.ocl llless fo r tl1c 9th <1nnc, n.ml l•J call t l1e JII•·:I :t<..:••r j. 

in;; to the rolh; and fifthly, to rem:tin with tbe re~t of the f·•rn·,; nt Lr., J,. 

w ·>,; till fur ther orJers.~ These inst ructions were n•) Jvtd•t u\.cyl'd, a; t l. · 

duke writes ag•1in to his lord:; hip, at Loclmess, expres.-i n;; ~..:r:uiticati"n t l .• ~ 

he is in gooJ he[l.lth afte r hi :> suffering3 in the troubk-<n11w j .. nn ii'Y -~ ·1 !··· 

llnke hi mself had now begun his own march, nncl iu tr.lll,;uiiltin ; f.:1 t!:n 

orJers to Lonl Strathm Yer, says :-

"I inform'd your lonbhip at \entb what mctlto<la ahnl• l Lrc fohmc• l unt.ll ) · t:r 
arri1·all at the hearl off Locbncsa. I bopp all is J oon accvrJin ~l y, e'l 'C<'i.dly t !.•• 

victwall beeing carieJ to Cn!tlotbo\ls hous necr the bea<l ott' the Luchm·,~. nn• l t! . • 

tacking upp att lll\·e rn es~ what provbiona thcr >ar uti' pow\Jer anJ build~. I .. ! .. ,: ! 
now J esyr t!Jatt your !or.bhip ,·a!t! mack proYisiou ofi" good gyJ:; ::lllL\ JU:lft;h ime•l i.,t!y 

1 Letter, da:ed 2d J une 1GS5, in Suther
h n•l Charter-ches t. 

2 I nstructions, i~ii . The duke also se nt a 

brief Jdter, daten Hh Jun~ I G~.i, r"'l''iw.; 
his lordship t o follow th em e:o•:tly. 

3 Lett~ r, without dat~, i l, d. 
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tovarJs the hea•l vf Argyll sbyr, whether I begin IllY 1n:m.:h to mor•J moruHing. 
(';\"p.·-.- :t t•> k c att ..'.,·!~ :~h d.•t•. r [,\ c !.allad~;r] .'>Uln m; \Is from Loch Tay, att "·!licit Jolac 

I hopp to bee the twahc or tht•rtecntl, iustant. Your l•Jr tlship c:wnot bee thcr so s•,nn, 
butt thcr, God villing, I slJ:dl n \itt unti\1 yow rum upp. Inde\·or, I iutrd your lonJ.,;hip, 
to hindeer mistncks amoiug~t the graudees o!T your t rnpps." 1 

On the fu ll owin~ tl:ly tile Lluke repeateJ !tis onlers, lest the former lette r 

should ha\'e miscarrieLt~ The next Jette r, two days later, nclLlresseu to Lord 

Strathun\·er, then supposed to have re:1checl Aelmll::~Aler, indicates the tli lliculty 

of m arcb ing through the Jlig!Jlamls at thnt time, e,·en in summer:-

" lily lord, the ignorance and unsettled ncounts off gydds forses mec to chang my 
rnethoJs verry offten. I am now lll'!;essitat to de~yr that t im111ediatly on rccept off tlti~, 

your lordship volt! bee ples•l to mardt tomrds the cast('] \ Finlcrg at the end off LrH·h 
Tay. I know the veay 'l'ill bee difficult for horses, yitt the nd, this b0rar, says that 
t he b~~ag hor~es vill gct t pa~stl, tho pPrbaps vith difficnlty. I ff the vay bee impass ii.Jh· 
from Achab ter, whr r I hopp this viii fyu rl yow, to Fiulerg, then you r lonlship shall 
bee plesd to seml me., sex hnn•lre1l oll' your best foot, under the eommaud off t!Jc 
master ofT Tarbatt awl Sir Tiobbert Gor•lon off Gordonsto'l'l'n. For thes or for you r 
lordships wholl forsc> I shall veatt att Finler~, uutill :\Iunrlay mornniu:; nixt, heeing 
the I 5 instant. Ift' yow cum or send soonner so much the better; 'l'l'hoe-rer, return the 
berars to mee imediatly to Finlerg, to which plac, ifl' your lordship cannot cum, yow will 
then bee plesd to march straight to Castclchilcnrn, nce r the head ofT Locltaw, whethr r 
I shall march with expedition. I hng extrernly to em bras your lordship." 3 

The letter a lso reports that one of Argyll's ships, with five thousaud 

staml of arms, !tall Leen take11. . 

..Although the Dnke of Gonion cYiJent ly supposed that Lon l Strathnave r 

had hurried up to ..:\ cltn!lader, it appears thnt the northern musters, owin;:: , 

perhaps, to the llelny of the onlers, had not yet left Lochness. To that 

1 Letter, dated at St. George Ca.stell in 
Ba.denoch, 8th J une 16 S5 , in Sutherla.nd 
Charter-chest. The bst part of this arh ice 
wa.s, a.s will be seen, not un~a.ll~· l for. 

2 Letter, dated Dth June, ibid. 

3 Letter, <hteJ from Stronfern, lith Jnn c 
l GS ::i, ib:•l. 
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place, therefore, the duke :ulJ1esseJ bis 11cxt lette r, :umnuncin;:; his march 

towarJs the )Luqui:; of .Athole, " who is vithi n four wylls off the relJbells." 

H e requires I,ord Strathna\"Cr to follow steaJily with his best men altll 

a good supply of mmnunition, es:tJ~.:cially powder. H is march lay direc t 

t owanls Cowall. 

On the same day on which this letter ,,.,\S written Lord Strathnavcr had 

made arrangements fo r se.1diug the six bundrrd men required by the Duke 

t o j oin hi s grace. Difficulties appan:ntly hall arisen from the reluctance 

of the highland clans to sen·e under any other ofliccr than their chief

tains. This is refcrr.:d to in a special order issued by Lord Strathnaver. 

After narrating the duke's orller for detaching the party, he proceerJs :-

" Fiwling up•.'n the deliberate :tlhice of the whole officers eonn•ncd in a council 
of war, it being funnu impo;;~iLle to perswauc or commauu a Tl ighland people, not yet 
regulatcJ, to uo :my scr,·ice except under tl1e cummr.nu of tl1rir own ehi~ftains, it hath 
Lcen conclutlrd absolutely more con,luciblc t•J the promoY in~ of his 111:1j esties eervice, 
aml answcraule tu his excellcncie the Duke of Conlon'::; ucsi;;,"ll , to send lmay rather 
particular ho• lies of men then :1. dcta~h ',J partie. Thercfo •r, I h.::rcby comm:md the 
m:J.Stir of Tartet, with the men uw ler his comrnaud, Thomas Fraser of Beufort, with 
such as [are J unuer his cornmanJ, and Sir l~obcrt Gonion of C: oruonstoun, with tho 
Frascrs of Stratherrick, the C:rUiitS of l'r•ruhart :\Jill Glcnmori~touu , anu the Duke of 
Gordon's men of the Castlclanus of Inuernes~e, lm tler the cornmanu of the sai•l Sir 
HoLcrt Goruon, to march with all expetlitiun forward t ill they joyn his exce llence the 
Duke of Goruon." 1 

·when this order was issued, Lorll Stratlmavcr's fo:r:ce had reached 

Drumochter, and it appears, not long afterwards, to have reached the head 

of A rgyllsh ire, and to ha,·e been ouly t oo ready to commence operations. 

J ohn, 21Iarquis of At hole, who was in command of the expedition despatched 

to oppose Argyll, found it necessary to remonst rate wi th Lord Stmthnaver on 

1 D~ted a.t Dmmwa.cht~r, l Gth J une l G;, :;, Si :s:th r...,purt of t he Commission on lli:;torica.l 
MSS. , pp. GSI, GS2, 

YOL. I. 2 r. 
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the depredr~.tions of SOllie of hi;, followers who had seized the laird of 

l\Iac)ianghtnn's cuwil, thuugh h!! !tad uecn all alvng in the king's Service. 

Another complainant was J ol1u, !irst F.:ul of Drcadalbaue, \vho expressed a 

hope that l1is tenants' horses woulJ ue restored. His men had been several 

months in arms, and he prutestcd against their ueing treated as rebels. He 

did not mean, however, to blame Lord Strathn:wer, as he unclerstvu•J the 

prejudice done in his bounds was not by his lonlship's permis~ io n.1 

The failure of th e Earl of .\rgyll's insurrection, the dispersal of bis 

foJJowers, and his own captu re 011 1 SlL June 1 CS5, rendered tlte further 

advance of the northern forces uuneccs;;ary. Accordingly, a few clays later, 

Lord Strathna\·er w:ts directed Ly the }:~ rl of Perth, iu name of the privy 

council, to march home \vi th his regimeut of foot, and to disband them. 

The earl added: " \\.t.>, in his majesties name, give yow thanks for your 

ready ~nd h earty concurrance in his sen-ice at this time," and desired him to 

thaul: all his su uordimtcs and people, and assure them of his majesty's 

protect ion.2 

The Duke of Gonlon aho, at a later date, informed Lord Stratlmaver of 

the king's s:ttisf:~ction ·with his conduct:-" ).Iy Laddy Southerland, I hop]\ 

. informd your lorJsltip off lti ;; majes tys satisfac tions off your behaviors in the 

leat expedition. X otltin~ less I'm seur culd nott bee expected, and I'm 

extremly rejoysJ th:t tt just is is doon to your lordship." 3 I n return for 

his activity in the service of the governme1.t Lord Strathnaver was 

appointed a privy councillor by King James the Seventh. T!te Duke of 

Gordon writes to him announcing the appointment, and advising him to take 

1 Letter, d:.ted Ar,lkingbss, 20th June 
1GS5, in Sutherland Charter-chest. 

2 Letter, Z3J J une 1683, voL iL of this 
work, pp. 41, 42. 

3 Letter, 25th September ! GS5, in Suther-

l:m•l Charter-chest. As sbted in the pre· 
vion a memoir, the E:.rl of Sutherland was 
abro:.d :.t tb~ date, a'ld the countess, who 
had been io Loodon, joined him at Rotter· 
dam on lOth Xo1·erubcr. 
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h is seat in tlte cotmcil as soon as possilole.1 Thig, however, l-ord Strallma\·er 

\ 1 .ts al·P~trently iu uu burry tu do, auJ the duke wrote again nwre urgeutly : 

"As to other thin~s I eanuott give yow in ncctt such acounts as I valU i!T 
ha1\ the honnor to see yow, which I Lopp shall bee or long, sine I ha'l"e now 

in my po~ession your letter for bcein;; cunce\or. I ff your \rmlship ,Jooe nott 
su.lanly goe an1l taek your plac att the cuncdl boon\, exceptions vi\1 certanly bee 
tackcn, and your frincls >ill bee in 1-can w hnw to excus yow. Ther ar several! 
cuncelors j ust now rl<lrnittc1\. Traqnair, a pappi~t, am\ Dindonald, besytls others. 
Duufrees, Lothian, Boss am\ Kinglor nr tunlll outt, vith Marr, '~>ho, yo'~> kuow, 
has long agoe lost his rerlg'ment awl !tis comJ•any in Sterling castell. The 
chaucelor is gon to Drumruoltll castell, wher I hopp to see Lim nboutt th~ 

beginning off nixt month.'' 2 

The duke's latest lette r aunonnccs tlte al•pointwent of Jvlm GralJam of 

Claverhonsl', Yi ~count DnnJee, as major-general, nnJ the recovery of Lady 

Dundee from illness. She was Lord Strathnawr's sister-in-law.3 This letter 

is dated on :? 6th October 1 GS S. A few days later the rrinee of Orange 

bnded in E ngland, and King James was detltroncu. The duke, as is well 

k nown, he1J out the castle of "F.~linburgh for King J ames tl1e Sewnth for n. 

few months, but aft erwar•ls made submis5ion to King Yi'illimn. 

The n evolution of 1 GSS found in I.ord Stratlmaver an active and enterpris

ing adherent. Tiy an act of the Convention of Estates, dated 27th April 

IG 89, both Lord Strathnaver and his fath er, who bad now retumed to 

Scotland, were made commissioners for the taxation, which was calculated 

to amount to £::l SS,OOO Scots, for putting the kingdom in a posture of 

1 Letters, 11 th :\lay aml 11 tit J nne [ 16:3G], 
in Sutherland Charter-chest. A letter of !Jth 
April condoles with Lord and Lady Str:~.th 

naver on the death of a daughter whose name 
is not statecl. 

2 Lettfr, 23d September 1686, ibirl. 

3 Lord Strathnaver had married H elen 
(',chranc, second daughter, and Graham of 
Claverhouse married Jean, youngest daughter, 
of \\"illiaw, Lord Cochrane. 
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clefence.1 The CollYention lt:Hl preYiou.-;ly acc:eptetl offers made to rai!"e regi

I!ICllts for tlte lHtLi ic service, fL!ll t•ng vtl~t·rs Ly Lord Strntlman:r to levy a 

rc;;imcnt of six lmnLl rctl lllen. As he l1imself after wards put it, he convened 

a considerable Lolly of his "friends :mJ \·assals t o connten:mce and support the 

necessary work in band, out of \Yhich I pick\! as mauy as fonu'd n. reg iment." 

It was deciLlcll tlmt tltu re~iments shonlLl be commancleLI by those who raised 

them. A commission wa:: accordingly granted in fa\·our of Lord Strathnaver 

as colonel of his ret:imr nt, with orders to obey Major-General ~Llckay, as 

commander-in-chief in :3cutlnnJ. Suitable arrangements were also made for 

t he cxpeuses of mi~ing the regiment , and warrau t given to the k eeper of the 

cast le of Stirling to llelinr to the colonel 300 muskets or firelucks, with the 

necessary powLkr, match, antl L:tl l. From a supplication to the Est:;.tes by 

LorLl StrathnaYer, llateJ 11th :\fay 1680, we learn that Robert L umsden of 

I unergellie, l ieutenant-colonel of the regi!Jlent, who was to levy two 

companies (of GO men each) in t he south, could not transport t hem to the 

11 orth, ·where th e rest of the regirneut were, ·without subsistence-money, and 

Lord Strathnaver having to go north in person to raise the other companies, 

r eqnesterl a month's pay t o the two companies, which was granted.2 

An interesth1g ques tion in regard to th e ammunition received by Lord 

S trathnn\·er from the town of I nverness wh en h e was employed against 

Argyll, carne Lefore the Estates at this time, on a petition from the town 

council of the n orthern Lurgh. They stated that, ha \·ing been used in times 

past to apply a pnrt of their common good in providing their town with some 

store of ammunition" for their necessary defence against the frequent troubles 

given them by their popish neighbours in the braes of Lochaber and Glen-

1 A cts of t he F:1rliamen ts of Scotland, 
vol. ix. p. H. They were reappoiute<l com
missioners lG !JO, vol. ix. p. 14.3; aud al so 

Lord Strathn:wer when Earl of Sutherland 
in 1704, vol. :>.i. p . 146. 

~ I bid. vol. ix. p. 5i ; Appendix, p. 7. 
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gar.rie, they we1c forccJ in J uu e jm \-j" cighty-fp·e yea res to gh·e out to tl1e Lon! 

StratllllJ.H:r, i.hcll inl]JluycLl in tl_,u sen ice of the pub lick, such powder and 

lead as they hatl pro\·yded for the saiJ.:; ellll ;:; .'' They nlned the arnwunitiou 

at £:25 sterling, and complained tktt, as Lord Strathnaver had placeJ it in 

the king's magazin es, the town had remainell unprovided since then. They 

further urged that the "papists in their neigl1buurhood are now togdher in 

great numbers, and in constant corresponJcnce with the Irish papists," and 

they LeggeJ tlte Estates to grant them an equal quantity of powder anJ 

lead, or to be allowell to retain as mne:h of the taxation as wonld buy the 

same quantity of ammunition. This last request was granteJ, to the extent 

of £25.1 

In adhering to the Hevolution, and raising a. regiment in defence of the 

new government, Lord Strathnaver founJ himself in opposition to J ohu 

Graham, Viscount DunJee, who wa;; abo, as already stated, his Lrot!Jer-in

law. On becoming fully aware of Dundee's resolution t o raise a rebelliun 

011 1ehalf of Ki ng .Jallle5 the Se\·enth, Lord Strathnaver, at the desire of Sir 

Thomas LiYingstone, wrote a letter of remonstrance, stating the regret tho 

viscount's cour5e of conduct was causing him, aULl. the concern mauy 

equally interested in them 1oth felt for his lordship. He warnecl Dundt..!e 

·that the course on 'vhich he was embarked would lead to his ruin; nnd 

advised him to follow the Duke of Gordon's examlJle; asserting tha t uo one 

wished more for the standing of his family than diu the writer.2 

I n reply, Dundee wrote, some days later , excusing himself for not writing 

at once, because he had gone to Innrlochy to give orders about the forces, 

arms and ammunition sent from Ireland. H e expresses his seuse of obli

g.ltion t o his lordship for offering his endeaYours for him a~d giYing him 

1 Act8 of the Parliaments of Seotlaml, vol. ix. p. 31. 
2 Letter, dateJ at I nverness, 3d July 16S!J, vol. ii. of this work, p. 42. 
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adyice "in tl1e llesperat e;:; tate you tho~h t our alTai res \Yer in ;" and that he 

k tll bL:cu thin kin~ uf llHtkiug ~he same address to him. H e proceeds to 

argue that there was no shadow of appcarunC'e of stability in the new 

government, and gi ,·es the curren t ne\YS a;; he had received them-that 

D erry was taken, that the French fl eet were masters at sea, having defeated 

the Scots fl ee t., taken two fr igates, aJHl LrougLt the men J•riso ners to ::0.1 ull, 

and that the king had lalllled in Irelaml, "and will land himself amollgst 

our fr iends in the west, whom I am sorry for, very soon." H e concluJes 

by offe ring his services to his lorJship as far as duty would allow.1 

To these letters notes were annexed Ly Sir Thomas Li vingstone, 

certifying tha t the letter of Lord Strathna\'er was written by his di rection; 

and iu a Narrat ive, writ ten in 1 il;J , I.ord Strnthnaver':> action a ft er the lmttle 

of K.illiec raukie is related :-

"The Yi.scount of Dundee was killed :1. few days after, ami we had the mi8for tune 

to be defea.teJ at Gillicra.nkie. Tu ra.isc up the ~'I•irit .s uf such as were in the interes t 

uf king and government, I went out from I nvernes.s wi th a detachment of 500 foot, 

aud three troop'> uf Sir Thomas Lh·in;;stu n's rlr:.t~oon s , to Glenmoriston, where with 

great difficulty -we forc' d open the iron gate, not hanng :1. petarJ to blow it open. 

Some of tb.e rebels very narrowly escap'J me by a boy's acquai ntin g them of ou r 

march. I burnt their corns and d rove their cattle ru1d horses t hat fel l in my way to 

· I nverness. This pnt t!Jem into such a consternatio n, tLat uotwithstanJ ing ou r defeat 

at Gillicrankie, abol'e fifteen hunclreJ came and took the oathcs to h.ing William a nJ 
Queen .l\lary, and I hac ! Sir Thomas Livingston's warrant and approbation." 2 

LorJ S trathna\'er's regiment was quartered, along with that of Ludovick 

Grant of Grant, a t Inverness and Elgin, to defend th ese places, and is 

favourably spoken of by General .:\Iackay, who, in a let ter to Lord l\Ieh'i lle, 

says," Strathua,·er and Grant have as good men as any of the ·rest." But at 

1 Letter, dated at St rO IYan, 15th July l6S!J, 
Yo!. ii. of this work , l' l'· 4:!, 43. 

~ "Memorial oi J ohn, Earl of Snth.erlanu, 

respec ting 1 i 15," in Su therland Charter 
chest. This statement is attes te1l by Si r 
Thumas. 
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t1w.t time these regiments were without proper equipment. On Glh D ecemlJe r 

Sir J allH!ii l"e;,lie n:!'t'.r::. to the!Jl a:; 1ein.:; .;~ ill withoat clothes and ill-armeLl , 

" ,·erry good bodies of men, Lut hnxe neither swords nor Lagganetts." 1 The 

rebri.ment, howeYer, ..,-a;; disLanded soon afterwards, on the 1st of Fehruary 

1G91. It had been raised originally at Lor,l StrnthnaYer's own cost, without 

levy money, and when it was disbanded the government were due him 

£ 6149, l~ s. 4d. for arrears of pay.2 

.About this time Lord Strathnaver hau the misfortnne to lose his first 

wife, Lady H elen Cochrane. She is referred to as deceased in a vetition 

presented to parliament in July 1690, some statements in which show her 

kind disposition. The petitioner was Christian Tioss, widow of Andrew 

Fearn in Pitcallion, who was much persecntell for her adherence to l'resby

t eriauism. She recounts her sufferings, especially how she was forced to flee 

in the night-time "with one of her sons, of fourteen years of age, running at 

her foot, in the ·winter tyme, to Strathnaver bills," where she stayed three 

months, "till tl1e most worthy deceist Lady Strathnaver sent privately for 

her in the night time, and keeped her two moneths close in a chamber, auJ 

tooke home one of her daughters out of charity," while the rest of her family 

were also provided for.3 

One effect of the llevolution 'Was to release Lord Strathn::n-er from the 

two bonds into 'Whieh be l1ad entered with the Duke of GorLlou, for amity 

and fri endship, and to contiuue to use the surname of Gordon. The duke, Ly 

another bond, dated at London 30th ).larch 1690, on the ground that Lord 

Strathnaver wished to be freed from these obligations, and as "in thes times 

no Roman Catholickis freindship can be of use," promised to deliver up th e 

l :Mackay's :.remoirs, Appendi~ pp. !?SG, 
299. 

2 Memori:~.l of date 171 5, in Sutherbori 
Charter-chest. 

3 Acts of the Parliaments oi Scotb.nd, 
vol. ix. pp. 217, 21 3. Tbe petit ion was 
remitteu to the commissioners of supply. 
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bonus, or to gi\·c an anq•hl d i~charge. 1 i\ otwithstan<ling this release, how

ever, the Marqnis of ll u11tly, :suu uf tlte DuJ...e of C: onlon, m~my years later 

required the K trl of Sutherlaud to obsc1 Ye tltese bonds, aud retain tl tc 

surname of Gordon, eYen going the length of th reatening law proceeding~ . 

In his first let te r, Lonl II nn tly chnrges the carl with slighting the n::u nc 

of Gortlon iu the action with th e Earl of Cr;nrford, and also effacing the 

Gorllon arms from !tis seals nud pbte. In a sccoml letter, he mentions 

having hcarJ of a discharge, nml wishes to see it. Lord Sutherland in re1Jly 

poin ts out that fricmlship docs not consist in ltaYi ng the same sumamc, autl 

reminds IInntly tlw.t his preLlcccssor of the fami ly of Sctou, who marrietl 

the heiress of H untly, diLl not continue the name of Seton, but changed it for 

the surname of Gonlon; nml the \\'Titer belieYc<l n like mot ive had infiucnce<l 

his own father, the Enrl of Snthe rland.2 

Lonl Stratlma \'t~ l' was not sat isfied wi th raising n. single regiment of his 

vassals for the sen·ice of King \\"illiam, bnt, to usc lJis own words, no dis

couragement coul•l C\'Cr iullncnce Lim to m glect the service of h is king and 

country, when there was a necessity for more forces. He, therefore, by 

virtue of a commission, tl::ttctl 1st February 1 Ga~- 3 , raised a sccoud regiment, 

which he comm~nd~Ll for se\·cral years in Flanders. 

To facilitate the raising of this regiment, King ·william the Third directcll 

a let te r to the privy council of Seotbnd stating that he haLl gh·en commis

sions to J oL n, Lord Stl"<\thmYcr, and Sir J ames ~loncrci~, to be colonels of 

the new regiments of foot which were to be raisetl in Scotland, and traus

ported thence for the king's service to Ireland. The ki ng furthe r desi res th e 

council to give C\'ery encouragement and assistance to these officers in the 

l Ex tract bone! , datcJ a t Loud on :lOth 
March 1600, anJ regis te red in t he Looks of 
council :mel session 1Sth J uly 1 ; uo. 

2 T wo letters from Lord H untly, 2::!cl J une 
1 i 13 anJ I Oth January 1 i H-5, "ith draft 
answer, in Sutherbnd Charter-chest. 
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prosecution of their rccruiting.1 In a letter to his mother, tlte Countess d 

Sutherland, Lonl ~trathnave r iqforms Iter of the step lte has taken:-

" ... I yeslcrJay 1:i«seJ the kin ,g's h:md upon one of the new rc;;iments. Sir 

Thomas Lt:vi~ touu tuld t l1 at the Lin;; s·lid he wolcl pay all my ::ueare::, an •J was nry 

wccl satidied wit h my persun auJ sen ·iccs, but at this time coulJ. not Joe wh at he 

wished." He adcls as hi~ rea~on for what he ha:; clunr, "tile I I~Ces3 ity tbat r was in 

hy my present circumstances, and t!Jat I see nothing at all to be gott hy tllt'm whl) arc• 

out uf imploym cnt, nor for me, notwithstanding the justice of my claim, j uyued with 

the eonsiJcration that life aDll fortune wa~ alr.::tJ.y :tt l'takc, hes tuade we act the part 

I have done, v.- h ich I h0pe your latlyship " ·ill nppror e of."~ 

The regiment, which was originally intended for Ireland, was, ho"IYeveJ·, 

tl espatched to rlauders to take part in the campaigns of King "William there .. 

It was in 1 G!H stationed at. Gh ent, wh ere Colonel t onl Str:1 thn:wer rt:ce ivetl 

orders from King ·wmiam to obey the direc tious he slJOuhl rccein from 

his highness, Couut Ty::m.3 Shortiy aftcr\\'ards it was at the camp of 

11Iarickcrque, when Ferdinand ·w illiam, Duke of WirtemLcrg, nt !li s maj esty's 

coininauJ, y; rote agniu from Ligne near Ath, giYiug similar instruct ions to 

tlH! coloneL On the Jth of December 1694 the king acconled l -ord St mth

n:lvcr penui~s ion to return to England, and he received a passport, for 

hi1 nself and eight domestics, on the 13th of that month. A year later Lord 

Stmthn:lYer, who apparently h:1d returned to Flanders, was inforlll ed that 

his claim to be m:1de a brig:1dier would be represented to his 1najesty. 

l -ater, there appears to have been som.e difficulty about cantonments for his 

regim ent, but it \\"as surmounted for the time. In the month of October 

1696, however, a more serious trouble arose, and it appears, owing to a delay 

in the payment of the soldiers, a mutiny follo\\'ed. A. captain named Kay 

accused his colonel of keeping up the regiment's money, but when the case 

1 Lette r, ~1st February l G!J~-3. \"ul. ii. of t his work , p. IS. · 
2 Letter, II th February I ()(}3, in ~uthe rlanJ Charter- chest. 
3 Orclcrs, datccl at Tioosheck, l Oth J une 1604, voL ii. of this work, p. l!l. 

VOL. I. :! ::; 
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came before a comt-m:ulial, it \ras fnnn• l tktt the licntenant-c(>lone:l, at the 

time of th" mutiny, had the n'~imeut's mOtiL'Y in !lis l1al!lb suflleienl to pay 

the soldiers, U\lt "'OttJJ !JOt tlo it, IIO!' \\'Oll]J he speak to the SO!Lliers to 

pren~ nt the mutiny. The court, theref01 e, fonHd the charges against Lord 

Strat lmanr false nml malic: iuus, a11Cl ordered the accuser to Le deprived of 

his military rank, but the cc.nfinnation of the S(:ntence hy th e king was 

dehyed.1 Shortly after l1is acquittal Lonl Stratl1nan~r appear;; to have 

agaiu returned home, though he \\'as still nomin:-tlly in cornmaud on 12th 

August 1 i'Ol, "'vheu the ;.rarc1uis of ;.rcllltrose wrote him in faYour of a 

relati\·e in tlte regi ment.~ 

Under the Scottish parliament the pay of the army was irregular and 

insuHicieut. F or the first regiment rai .o;ed hy Lon\ StratlmaYer no levy

money was allowed, for the ::econ•l, leYy-money was allowed at the rate of 

twenty shillings a nnn; 3 but it required much effort to obtain the moue;-. 

A report was read in parliament, ou Gth ,June 1 G!l.':i, recommending £2000 

sterling to be paid to Lord Strathna ver on account of arrears due to him ami 

his Tegimeut,4 Lut the money was not forthc oming. Later, in 1 i'O-!, Lon ! 

StrathnaYer, now Earl of Sutherland, wi th LuJoYick Grant of that ilk, 

petitioned for an inquiry into the misal'Propriation of the poll-money 

destined for payment of the clothiug of their regiments, a11Ll the question 

was referred to the decision of the court of session. K otwithstanding this 

appeal, the parliament, shortly afterwards, granted a reductjon to Sir ·william 

Menzies of the tack duty of the inland excise, when the Earl of Sutherland, 

seeing the injustice that must ari se there from to the ofi1cers of the army, 

protested that if such a reduction was made, the house should supply the 

1 Vol. ii. of this work, pp. 1 9-~~. 197-199. 
2 OriginJ.l letter, in Sutherbn<l Charter

chest. 

3 " 1IemoriJ.l respecting 1 715, " ibid. 
4 Act" of tl11! I'J.rliJ.mcnts of )::•:otl:uul, 

vol. ix. l'I'· 3G I, ~G7. 
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deficiency of th e fund .:; to thc:;c uffi~ers. 1 }{ o fu rther steps, however, were 

takt::n l1y t ]w carl to r t!CO\"Cl' hi.:; Urt't!<U'S of !Jay till after the rt!Ldlion of 

1715, when he 1•rescnteJ a tllellll1ri,tl to Kiug George the }'irst statiug his 

services in raisiug the two n•gimcnt5 ami otherwise, anJ craved paymeut 

of the arrears due, which, \r it h iuterest, amounted to the large sum of 

£:1-I.,Oi G, 2s. 5d. Dut the result of this application is tmkuo\m.2 

Hy the death of his father, on -l.th :JI::nclt 1 i03, Lord Strathnaver hccarnc 

fift eenth Earl uf Sutherlawl. H e then appears to have resigned the com. 

maud of his regiment to 1\'illiam, Lonl Strathnavcr, his sun, anJ to lwve 

JevoteJ himself to the duties of !t is statiou iu parliament. The earl was 

present in the parliaments of 1 ; o 1, 1 i 05 al1L1 1 i OG, \\hen the usual protests 

for prcccdeucc were made uy !tim or on his Le!talf.3 

The question of his precedence a:; a peer had been agitatcJ fu r some titne. 

A lJCtition was l:JI'CScnteLl to parliament by Gl'orgc, fourteenth Earl of Suthe r· 

bud, on 23•1 ::O.I::ty lG£! 3, claiming to be ranked in the rolls of !J:uliamcnt 

Ldore the E:trls of Arg-yll, Crawford, Errull awl :\Iari.:,cltal. Thi.:; claim was 

remit teLl for Jecision to the lurds of session; a nd the action ag::tinst thc.:;e earls 

was transferred to John, Earl of Sutherland, on I! is succession to hi.> father, 

E arl George. The chief litigauts were the E arls of Suthl'rland ::tnJ L'r::twfor•l. 

The pleadings consisleJ of informations atlLl addition::tl iuformatious with 

memorial.:; and peti tions respcct i \·ely fo r the t wo e::trls. The litigation was 

k eenly conducted for several years, aml on 25th .Ltllu::t ry 17' 0G the lurus 

prononnced an interlocutor finui11g tbat the Jocnmelltil p roduceJ in::.truct the 

propinquity of blood and clesceut of the dig11ity from 1\'illi::tm, E ::trl of 

SuthcrhuJ, brother-in-law to K ing DaYiu erucc, to ,J ohu, Earl of Sutherland, 

1 Acts of the Parliaments of Scotland, 
Yo!. xi. pp. 13:3, 13!, 170. 

2 1Iemorial Ly John, Earl of Sutherb.n•l, re
specting 171 5, in ::iuth~rlanJ Charter-che;t_ 

3 Acts of the Parliaments of Scothiul, 
\'ul. xi. p. 11 6. The Earl of )far maJc a 
siwt!ar protest. 
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se1·ved hei r to lJii-1 father, Earl J oh n, in 151:!. The lords D.lso found it not 

instructP•l that the dignity (Jf ,l olm, Earl of ::inthf:rlanJ, is conyeyed to 

E li7.abeth, his si~ter, served heir to him in the c:;tate in the year 15U.1 

Tktt jullgnJcllt was practically in fayonr of the Earl of Crawford . Dut after 

the lapse of upwards of half a century, the house of lorJs, in 177 1, rcYcrscJ 

the judguwnt of the court of session by aclwitting the claim of Lady 

Eli1.abeth Sutherland to be recogui '3cJ as Countess of Sutherland ami heir 

to the ancient title. Her son, the second Duke of Sntherbncl, as Earl 

of Sutherland re1•catcdly protested for precedence over all the earls of 

Scotland.2 

The earl at one time meditated a reti rement from public life, thongh it 

is not clear whetlter he gaYe up his attendance on parliament. H e married, 

as his second wife, Lady Catherine Talmash, second daughter of Elizabeth, 

Duchess of Laude!'llale and Countess of Jlysart, hy her tlrst husband, Sir 

Lionel TnlmasL Lady Cathcrino w·as the wiJow of James, Lord Doune, who 

died in the year 1685. She bore no chilLlrcn to the earl, Lut was tenderly 

loved, and rnncl1 lamented by him at her death, which took place in the 

year 1705. This appears from a letter to J ohn, Duke of .Argyll, iu which 

the earl refers to this bereavement:-

" My late unexpressably great losa hes made me nry indifferent of tho world 

I have (I thank GoJ) a compctancy to live a reti red li fe q Jon, though the soldier trade 
by not being j u>tly paid (tJ,c pul>licks not paying me) , and being to much at court 

(London) hes impaireJ my fortune not a Iitle. Soc that now, un1cas t u scn·e my 
queen, country, or frciml, I r..:soh·e never to stur out of Sutherland." 3 

This letter was \vritten in answer to a letter from the Duke of .Argyll, who 

1 Copies of summon3 [etc] in the process 
of t!ecbrator oi precedency, at the instance 
of tbe E:1.rl of Sutherland a:;:Unst the E:1.rl of 
Crawford, etc. Anno l'iOti. Heprinte• l at 

Edinburgh, anno l 166. 
2 Originr.l protcst3 at elections of peers in 

II. ).l. General ~~~gistcr House, Edinburgh. 
J \ ' ol. ii. of th is wo1 k, p. ZOO. 
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was appointeLl !Ji~h cuinmissioner to the Sl:otti.~h purliau1eut of 1705, in 

which he Lksin:Ll the Earl oi Sutlte:r1allll to Le jJresent at tl1e mectin;; ou 

28th J nne, and io orin~ bis eonuni~sious with him, as the sccow.l Jay of the 

parliament woulll show bow affairs woulll go.1 At the same t imt>, Lady 

Elizabeth Tai!Jlash, sister of Lally Sutlterlaud, and Duche~s Dowager of 

Argyll, wrote de.:,iring tlte earl to pe: rsuade young Grant to Lring his niece 

to town. She bad now ouly two nieces, she says, to make up for the loss of 

her llear sister, and clid uot kuo\Y what Grant woul(l Jo aLout Striclteu, Lut 

thanks the earl for taking the poor orphan chi!Jren uuder his prutection, 

than 'Yhich nothing coulll Letter express llis affectiou and respect to her 

sister's memory.2 I n !tis reply to Iter grace, the earl explains in reference 

to Strichcu's chiluren, that he intenllcll to han: Strich('ll and !Jis two 

Lrothers miller his own tuitiou at D uurobiu, Lut that as the Earl of }foray 

wished to haYe Alexanllcr, he would sul.Jmit. If Grant and he coulu nut 

agree as to Stricheu, he wishes to make her grace umpire.3 

About this time the earl obtained a new entail of the earldom l.Jy a 

charter under the great seal, following upon ltis own res ignatiou, in favour uf 

'William, Lorll Strathnaver, and the heirs-male of his marriage with Catherine 

:Morison, hi:; spouse, whom fail ing, to the heirs-male of the bouy of Lord 

Strathnaver, by any other marriage; whom failing, to the sail! J ohu, Earl of 

Sutherlanll , and the heirs-rnale of his body; whom failing, the eluest heir

fe male of the Lody of the sail! William, LurJ Strathnaver, without division, 

and the heirs-male of her holly, etc., and failiug these, to the earl's heirs

female, and several other substitutes, whom failing, to the earl's nearest heirs 

and assignees whomsoever.4 

1 Letter, Gth June 1705, in Sutherlanu 
C'bartoer-cbest. 

2 Letter, Gtb June 1705, itiJ. 

3 Yo!. ii. of th is work, p. ~0 1. 
4 Charter, dated 20th ~larch 170u, fol

lowed Ly s:ISine on ~7th ~lay 1';07. 
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If the carl diu shun !JnLlic life fur a titue, it wa:c: not fur lung, as iu 

F eLrua.ry 1 i 0i.i h.; wa;:; nutHinatcJ Ly Qut.:o: n Auue une of the commissioners 

for union bdwcen the k:n g~l o 111 s of Euglaull ruuJ Scotl::twl,l H e \ras present 

at nearly all the med ing:S uf tl w comruissiottCrt;, \rh ich \H:I\.: IH:hl in London; 

and the re;;ult of their J cli bcra tions was the Treaty of t' nion, wltich was 

sigueJ by the comtnissioners, on :;:;J July 11 011, aml aftcrwartls ratifie: Ll by 

the parliameuts of both nations. Tlw Earl of Suthct bud signcLl as the 

first unofflcial Scott ish }'eer; .] runes, Earl uf ;)eaticld, the <.:lw.nccllor, J ames 

Duke of Qneensbcrry, keepe: r of the priry seal , J ohn, Earl of ::\Iar, aud 

Hugh, Earl of Loudoun, secrdari e:s of state, al ouc prcccuing him. Iu the 

subsequent deLat e:> upou the Tre:tty of Cnion by the parliame nt of 

ScotlauJ, the carl stcaJily suppo rted tlJC gon: rnmcat, auJ ,-oted fur the 

var ious clauses of the lJill. The Earl uf SunclerlanJ, then secretary of 

state for England, in wri ti ng to the earl, congratulates llilll ou the progress 

:made : " I am overjoy C:J to finJ things kwe ue:c; tlli with so good a face in 

your parliament, aud that the:re is so rnuc!t reason to hope for success in 

the great a ffai r of this union. I assure yon our great llepeudance in t his 

matter is upon your lorJship and your frit:uJs." 2 

A few days later, J uhu, Lor,} Svmcr:>, formerly lord chancellor of 

EnglanJ, and now pres ident of the council, with whom the earl seems to 

haYe been intimate, al;:o con;;ratulat eLl him on the hopeful entrance that 

hau been ruaJe upon the gn~at affair which he hove:> tu se~ t erminate t o the 

interest, happiness, anJ security of both kin;;Lloms.3 On the :; 1st of X oYem

ber the Earl of Sunderland again rejoices OYer their good success, "which is 

really g-reater than one had reason to hope for since tire ferment rais'J in 

I Acts of the Patl iameut3 of s,·otl:mJ, \'01. xi., .-\pp. p. 1G::?. 
2 Letter, dated LonJuu, Odob~r 11th, 1 ~ O G, iu Sutherland Cbartcr-.-he.; t. 
J Letter, JatcJ ::?Gth O<:tobcr 170G, i oid. 
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the country aml the church again.st tl1e union," ,,·hicl1 fE:rment he hopes will 

now abate daily.1 Late r, the . .Enc;lish secretary fmther congratulat~s the 

Earl of Sutherland on bein~ now near the end of the good wurk "which 

I hope will be !Ja] •py to the \rhule island." 2 As is well kno»n, the Treaty 

of Union was ratified and approved on tlw 1 Gth of .January 1 i0i.3 John, 

Lord Somers, writing six days later, in the most cordial terms of pleasure at 

the "happy conclusion of the union," arhls :-

" I wish aml hope for good suecessc here, and shall be heartily jnyfull to 

meet you in parliameut next winter." 4 

The Earl of Sutherland him ~elf, while he was thus praised allll con

gratulo.ted on his slw.re in promoting the union, ay,pears to han cleo;irecl a 

tangible recognition of his merits. About a mouth before the final passing 

of the treaty, he procured from the Duke of Qtwensuerry a letter of recom

memlation in his f,,vour, apparently addressed to the Duke of ::\farluorough, 

"in relation to Lis pretensions of being a 1ieutemut-general." Qneensuerry 

wrote, "::\fy Lord Sutherland has behaved him selfe so well and heartily in 

the queen's service, and particularly in the matter of the union, that I conlLl 

not refuse to give him this testimony." 5 Armed with this letter, and 

supported by his frielllls the Earl of Sunderland and Lor•l Somers, the earl 

approached the Duke of ::'.Iarlborough, wh o expressed every 'villingness to 

serve him, but the queen had "resolv'J to declare nothing of tl1is kind till 

everything \\'US over in Scotland." Loi·d Somers alhised the earl to come to 

London and press his own claims, as "personal solicitation is bc:-t." ).Iarl

boroug1's secretary also \note in a fri endly tone that the duke had said th~ 

1 Letter, in Sutberlan•l Cblrter-chest. 
2 Letter, dated n "hitehall, Jann:~ry IS, 

1706-7' i lrid. 
3 Acts of the Parli:lment3 of Scotland, 

vol. xi. p. 404. 

3 Letter, dated 2:!d January 1707, in 
::iutherland Charter-chest. 

5 Lette r, HolyrooJ house, 21st Decembe r 
1706, ibid. 
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r egiment of guanb woul•l 11ot be disl•o:;e,J of till tl w Scottbh miuistry came 

to town, but lH; assured ~ntherlawl of the dukP's gou•lwilJ.l The carl, how

ever, Jill n ot obtain h is des ired prvmotion at this tiute. 

T he E arl of SutllerhlllJ was one of those eler.te•l, on 13th F ebrurny 

1 iO i , to sit as representati\·e peers iu the fir~t l~ritish parliameut. ThaL 

1-J:trliament, h owever, was dissolved in l iOS, o.wl a new election took 

place on the 19th of Juli e in the same year. This election was very 

h otly contesteJ, and the Earl of Sntherlallll fail ed to gain a }1lace.2 Lord 

Sunderland wrote to the earl that all his fri enLls at London were truly 

sensiule of the part he had t aken iu this great strug~le iu ScotlanJ, andlwpc• l 

t hat enough protests woulJ hoh1 tu bring in him and some others of their 

friends.a He wrote again, some months bter, that the earl should lose IJO 

t ime in coming up, when the writer anLl his friends would g ive all their 

assistance towanls duiug him justice allll briuging him into the house.~ 

Their effor ts, howeYer, were in effec tual, as on a scrutiny and calculation of 

votes by t he com111i ttee of the H ouse of I.ords, the carl was o'LligeLl 

t o retire from the contest.5 Deing thus, as it " ·ere, compelled to retire 

from public life, tlte earl appears to have l ived in a comparatively quiet 

manner for some years, until he was called to take part in a brief but 

stirring episode of nat ional hi story. H e himsel f tells us that during this 

period he lived in retirement, although tbe Earl of Oxford offered him 

a post suitable to his rauk, aud also payment of the money rlue to him.6 

But, h e say s, he refm ed these "kinc.l proffers," anc.l preferred retirement, as he 

1 Letter, l Oth ~larch 1707, in Sutherland 
Charter-chest. 

2 Robertson's Proceet!in.!:;S relating t o the 
P eerage of Scotland, p. 313. 

3 Letter, d ated Whitehall 24th .July 1 7 0~. 

in Sutherland Cbarter-eh~st. 

4 Let ter, 2Gth October liOS, ibid. 
6 f:.ohertson's Peerage Proceedings, p. 45. 

TLe announcemen t of the result was made on 
l st February I 709. 

6 \ 'a!. ii. of t his work, p. 73, lt:ttcr to tl1e 
Earl of ~ewcas tle . 
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did not like tl aeir m casurl.!:l. T hese, however, were t:hangecl by the deatlt 

of (~ ueen .Allne on the hi Ql' A ug ust 1 i 14, and Lhe succe:Ssion of tlw 

Elec tor of H anover nrnlc r the t itle of Ki ng Ci-corge the First. The Earl 

of SutlJerbml, as one c.·f the pee r:; of St:otlanJ, \ras summoned t o tl at:: 

coronation of tLe k ing, rt ll tl was also iuform eLl, two J ays before the eYcnt, 

t hat his majesty had appoiuteLl him to bC'ar the tlai n t sworlt. lie was required 

to ue present at \ \·estminster, on t he :?Olh Octouer, a t eiglat o'clock in the 

morniug, in his velYet robes, awl with his coronet, to take part in t he 

cerem ony. t The earl was, n o donut, obctlicn t to t his summons, but he seems 

to haYe ere long returned to Scut land. 

The new goYernment 1•aturally attaclJed great importance to the resul t of 

t h e elections t o the fi rst parl iament of J\ ing George in Scotland . T hc:-:e were 

satisfactory and resnl teLl in the return of a b .rf!e majori ty of members no ted 

for their adherence to the .Act of Settlement., wlai le the sixteen rcpresentatiYe 

peers who ,,·ere retmncd had <1 lready been selected by the government for 

their zeal for the protestant succession. .Among them was the E arl of 

Sutherland, \vho \Yas a strong supporte r of the new dyna5ty. But although 

h e attended the election at H olyrooll on 3d ::\larch l 11 5,2 he was unalJle 

to l.Je present a t the fi rst meeting of parliament n. for tnight aftt.:marJs. 

In a letter to the king he expresses the h <1ppiness it woulLl Lave gi,-cn 

him to see his maj esty in the midst of Lis parliament; l.mt states that 

owing to his long absence frvtu Scotland and a press of uusiue.ss cau:;ed 

l.Jy the recent death of his mother, t ogether wi th a n attack of gout, he bad 

been ol.Jliged to postpone his j ourney.3 The D uke of :Jfoutrose had already 

represented the cause of the carl's absence in simila r terms t o. the king. I t is 

1 Y ol. ii. of this work, pp. ~ 3, 4--1. The 
Duke of i\Iontrose about t he same t ime re
quested t he earl t o be presen t at a pri •·ate 
meeting of Scots peers in r~httuu t o a matter 

YVL. I. 

t hat concerned t hem. [ Lett er iu Sutherland 
Charter-cbtst. ] 

2 P.obcrtsou·~ Peera;;e P roceedings, p. 71. 
3 Vol. ii. of t his -work, p. 2-!. 

:"! T 
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------------------ ------ ----
proba1le, however, that the earl did not unnecessarily delay his journey to 

London, where the king ~pecially desi red the presence of the Scolti..:ih :pC!ers. 

lie w·as certainly tlJl're some months bter "hen the news of a thwatened 

J acobite invasion sprea(l on:r the country aml pre:parutions were ruadc for 

resistauce.1 Among other steps tahn by the goYermncnt, new lord lieutenants 

were appointeu to the seYeral shires of Scotland, The Earl of Sutherland 

was appointed lord-lieutenant of the six northern counties, n oss and 

Cromarty, Moray and X airn, Caithness and Sutherlaml; while his neighbour 

in Banfl' and Inwmess \Yas !Jrigadier .Alexamler Graul. These and other 

appointments were published in the Gazet te of l!lth Augu st l 71 5.2 The earl 

also receiYed on t!Je :!.5th of the same month instructions as loru-lieutcnant 

to embody the fenciLle men of the sh ires into regiments, etc., \nth 

orders to assemble them immedi:1tcly in case of rebellion or invasion.3 A few 

days later James Stanhope, secretary of state, wrote intimating his majesty's 

pleasure that the earl slwuld !epair with all possible expedition to the shires 

of which he was lord-lieutenant to carry out his instrudions.4 

lie immediately began preparations for his journey, as he intimates in a 

letter t o Yiscount Townshend :-

"1 ha.~e all this day been preparing mysel f fur my voyage ; if the ship were 
come to the K ore, and had I those things soe nry necessary for the king's service 
which I ga,·e your lordshi p a memorandum of, I shall be ready to goe anJ putt the 
country in as guod a posture :::s I cau for hi~ majesty's scnice, and ~enture my life in 

the good old cause." 

t Among the papers of Yiscount T o'lrns· 
bend, then secrdary of state, is a document 
signed by the earl and olhtr northern gentle
men, O!l ~7 th July 171 5, be;;ging for an 
interview "on a snbject of great moment for 
his majesty's sen-ice." The subject is not 
stated, but perhaps rderred to a garrison de-

sired for Inverness. [Eleventh Historical :.Iss. 
Report, part iv, p. 15!.l.] 

2 Rae's Htstory of the Rebellion, p. 205. 

3 Vol. ii. of this work, p. 25. 

4 Letter, elated 30th Augnst I i 15, in Snther
lancl Charter·cb e5 t. 
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The enrl then reminds the vi~co11nt of the office of chnmberlain of the 

crown rents oi l:oss, prolllised to Lis son, Lonl Strathnavcr.1 

'I he letter cited was written on 1st Septemuer 171 5, nnd on the Dth the 

carl had an audience of the king, and kissed. hands on his ap1•ointment as 

lord-lieutenant. H e had already ad Yisefl that a g:1rrison should be posted in 

I nverness, awl he now told his majesty that, siuce he was going north without 

arms, ammunition or money, he hau but a very dismal prospect of affairs 

_t here, yet be renewed l1is professions of loyal sen-ice. 

" ' c Jc,arn tl1ese and many other facts of the c:1rl's northern campaign from 

a narrative prepareu by himself, and embodied in a memorial of his scn·ices, 

which he afterwards presented to the king anu parliament. It will be quoted 

in tl1is memoir so hr as occasion serves, as it illustrates the situation in tl1e 

north of Scotlaud, of which not much is known. In it he tells us that he 

embarked on uoaru the man-of-war Queen borough, on 11th SeptemlJcr 1 i 15, 

sailed from the Xore on the 14th, and buued at Leith on the 20th of tl iE~ 

same month. He wrote immediately to the l>uke of Argyll, commanuer-in

chief at Stirling, who replieu two days later expressiug his reg ret that tliC 

earl had not been provideu \dth arms and ammunition in London, Lnt though 

the quantity at his disposal was small, he hau onlereu ldm to recci\'e 300 

firelocks and ammunition for 24 charges. The Juke adds:-

" As to directions for your conduct in the north, all I can prctenll to say is, t hat I 

think it fo r his maj esties service you should make the best of your way thither, an•1 

gathering together what number of men you can, endeavour to join with the rest of the 

well aficcteu people in the north, and the t wo hi;;hlaud companies, follow the enemy 
in the rear, and annoy them 3.'l much 3.'l possible you can. For me to be more 

particular I ~ke to be impossible." 

The duke concludes by stating that he is doing all he cau. H e wishes 

1 Eleveoth Report of the Co=ission oo Historical :l!SS. , part j,·, p. 160. 
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the miui~t:: rs kw:w Lh c true ~tate of aff,t irs in Sct,tlaud, aml nr;:;cs the earl lo 

write tlJCm freely uu the ~u l.jed. ~ 

The earl appar~ntly made a scconJ al'pli catiun fur a rms awl ammunitiu11, 

which were gra utcu; lmt h e e::q )bins that in !tis anxiety t o reach the north 

in good t ime, he saileLl in the "Qn·~cnborou~h" with the 300 he alWtlly h n•l 

on borml, nnu onlertd the second supply to be shippcll a11tl sent after hi111 . 

This cour;:.e proved unfurtun,ttc, :1.~ a contemporary historian relates. The 

anus, which wC;re Lrought from the ea»tle of EdinLurgh, were put on boarJ 

a ship at Leith ; bnt the wind being contrary, the ma:;ler dropJ•ecl anchor 

near the h:-~rbour of n urnti5lawl, and went into the town t o sec his wife 

an d falllily. T he Earl of :'liar, having iu tdli;;eucc of this, detached from 

P erth a uo1ly of 400 h orse, with as many foot mouuted behind them, und~r 

the commaml of the :\laster of Sinclair, on the eYening of the 2d Octoher, 

who arrived at B uru tisl:md about midnighl. They pressed the boats in the 

harbour, boarded the vesse l, anu found in it 30G complete stands of arms; 

th ey found 100 more iu the town, and 20 or 30 in another ship ; all \Vhich 

t hey seizeu, and r eturned t o Penh next day without oppos ition.2 :.Ieanwhilc, 

the earl had rcacheu h is own couutry, auu for some account of l1is furth er 

proeeeLlings at this t ime we mny now r~fer t o his owu nan atiYe. lie says:-

" I Eailed from Leith the :?;3th [September], at night, and arri>ed the :! 8 th at my 

own house of Dunrohio, in Sntherh\uJ, where I 110 ~oouer came, than with out so much 

ns refreshing myself, I irnmclliately wrote my circuhr. letters to con>"orate us many of 

my men as pos~i Lle, with such arms as tl1cy haJ proper fur an expedition, :tnd for 

the great er d i~patch, my son with one body of men , and my Lord n cay with another, 

were ordered for thwith t o ru:m·h to Alness iu :r:oss, the place appointed fur the 

rendezvous, as ueiug about 8 miles d.ii;tanee from my L ord Seaforth's country, and 

wilere Culonell Munro. with some of his men, and H ugh P.oss of Brelanguall, with 

some of the P-osses, were as~erubl e d. I ru:U"ch'•l with a third body myself, making in 

I Letter, :3tirling, 2:l,l SeJ•tcmher 17l.i, in Sutherland Ch.uter-chcst. 
2 Rae's H i<; tory of t he Rebellion in 171 .3, I'· 234. 
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all aLout 000 men out of Sutherlanrl (whicb, ftlr ..-.-aut uf arm~, were all I cou'rl take 

with me the!!), a!!rl C"ame to .\1nr'';'' the 5th October IiI 5. Kcxt day I viewed tho 

lit tle body of mt-n I harl there, aurl f·Jlln•l th••Jn to be ('..]JUut 1500 men (wh~;rcuf 1200 
only were tl tt fur scr\'ir:e, the r,·st want in~ arm~), appointed ollieers, and furm'd tl1P111 

in to co:11pany's and regiments. On t],e 'i Ll1 I lta•l intelligence, that Sir DunaJ,] 

M•Dona!J with his clan, the Chisholme with his, anrl Fraunhle with a considerable 

numb(r of the Fraziers, hwl j uiued thtl Earl of SeafiJrth, with about 1400 men. Un 

the 8th I put my men in the best orrler pussiLle, anrl uudertitanding Ly my spyes 

that the enemy were in a full march towaru:; u:>, I detached Colonel :\Iunro, and some 

other gentlemen pour reconnoitre, wlw, viewing th em distinctly a~ they marched in 

c"lumns, reported that, by a modest computatiuu, they were aLout 3000 men, which 

accouut was ahu cnnfinue.l n~'tcrwarJs Ly oue Sc1jcaut l~oss, "l10 La•l l1ecn 12 ye:.rs in 

the army in FLmders ; whercupun I call'd u councill of war, anJ having a.-ked t he 

opinion of all the gentlemen what was !Jrnpcr to Lc dune at this juncture, they ail 

(except one, 'IYho gave no positive opinion) unanimously agrecJ that, coutiiderin;; the 

inequality t•f our llllmbers, it would be more proper to retreat ; for shoul•l any mis

fortune happen to u;o; (that being the part in the north best affected). your majesty's 

ntfairs ·wou'd be lust in Scotland; fvr even sume of those, who were wdl atfected, were 

before my arrival! in that country com pouuding 'll'ith the rcLcll~, ant! the re:;t wou'J. 

certai!lly hm·e bce11 furce•l into the rebellic• n, or swa!lul\ 'd up Ly tl,ciu, nud c•tnsc

queutly, the 'll·hole north of Scotian•!, as far south as Sterling, engaged ngaius t your 

majesty, if my being there had not encouraged them to coutinuc firm. 1 

"In pursu:mce then of the sen timents of the Cl'Uncil of wi~r, and judging it better 

conduct to retreat to a place of security, than to try experiment~ at so great bazanl, :~s 

Iuosing the few, that remain\! f.~ithfnll to yuur m<~esty, and also since othe r consitler

able services might be pursued afterwarJs; 'll'e accordingly retreated in very gootl 

1 It is tu be nvtcd th:-.t there i~ a som.:!
what different account of t his council given 
by au Inverness gentleman, whose let ter 
(Vol. ii. of this work, pp. 53 G I] m"y be 
reatl in connection with the e.ul'~ \'~rsiun. 

He states that several meosages I•-ls~etl Lc
tween the r oyalist anti th e rebel fmce.~, as 
t hey lay for nearly a. week within a few miks 
of each other ; that SeafortL clemanrletl hos· 
tages, hut vm .. ~ desired to lay down his 

arms, and Le then threatened an attack. 
On thi~ a council wa8'hdd, when the :'>loo roes 
of Foulis and others wished to fight, a.~ eveu 
if they were defeated they would at least 
scatter tLe enemy; but Lorcls ~ntherland an t! 
I:eay were of a difl'~ ren t O!Jinion, and drew off 
thei r men, while the others sep:-.rated, and 
::; caforth occnpieri the royalist camp. [Cf. 
r.Isu Rae's History, p. 331, wLere a simil.>r 
account is gi\'eO.] 
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onler to the summit of a hill, from which we saw the enemy make a )Jalt within a 
mile of l!'J, 

"A.Lout th<J same time ~evcrall :;mall ship;; came into the ro;l() uf Cromartie, \\ hich 
the <'nemy beJicvctl ttl be a n·infnr.:eaJrnt uf regular troops to u.>, which our march that 
way coufirmeu them in ; su that they tlitl not th iuk fitt to au vance further, till we matle 
a very safe retreat O\'Cr the I:i•·cr n onar, which tlivides P..oss from Sutherlrmtl, antl 
having brought ::til the lmats from the enemy's side of the river, :J.nu S(•curcd all the 
pa:;ses etc., I was obligeLI to let mu5t of my people go home for provision, '"ith positivtJ 
orders to be rcacly at a call, they being in extrcam want of e\-cry thing necessary fur 
such a colt! wiuter's campaign ; Lesitlcs the half of their corn was ]o.-;t, not being yet 
cut down, which with the batlncss of the prcce,Jiug crop of corn }JortendeLI a famine in 
the country. 

"On the 13th [October], l1cing informed that the enemy intentlctl to invade Suther
l:md \vith !WOO men, I dispatch'd my son with a good body of gentlemen, and others to 
rcinfon::e those whom I had left to gu:ud the J·a~sc~, and gathered the country together 
again to support them ; but the rehells, instead of pursuing that resolution, did nothing 
bu t pluntler an,J tlcstroy the gootls ancl e"tatc c•f Sir I:obrrt l\Iunro of Fuwlis, and other 
gentlemen of that name, antl aLu the estate of Sir \Yillia!ll Gortlon, now une of the 
commissioners of accounts, to whom they show'd a great tleal of mali~:r, leaving 
nothing undestroycd upon his Janus ; nor npon the lands, even uf such, as had com
pounded to continue neuter. 

"In the mean time my Lurtl Duffus march'J iuto Tain, the chief town of that part, with 
about 4: or 500 men of the :\hckenzic-s, Chisholms, and :\facDonalds, and proclaim\! 
the pretender there, my LorJ :Seaforth with his main bocly being at hantl to support him. 

"Thus finding it impracticable fLl r them to penetrate further, and Seafurth dayly 
receiving one express on the back of another from Earl 1\Iar in the most pressing terms 
imaginable to make all possible lw.st to joyn him at Perth with all the men he cou'd 
bring with him, march'J ba<:k to InYcruess, t.1.king Sir Robert l\Iunru's house in his 
way with about ~00 stands of arms, antl ou the ::! ~ntl October continued hi:> march to 
Perth. 

" I shou'tl have told before, that Sir Dunaltl llr•Donal•1 with about 900 men and 
the Maekenvines praekinnons] with about 200 came from the western islands of 
Scotlantl to joyn Seaforth, (which is a longer march than if they hac! gone to Perth) 
they being ocderetl by Mar to reduce me, antl the whole north, and nut to leave an 
enemy behind them ; but insteatl of that, they were not only by Gotls blessing, and my 
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endca'l"ours, di&appuinted, but the <1iYcr3ion I gave theru fur some time was 1•rok.Lly 

tlw ruin ~f ti1 eir c::tt!J•', fJr 1.oy their stay in t.he nqrth, tl1cy cuu'd not joyn :\Iar, till 

t he troops from Irt>la!!J ha,J j •i)'!H:u the Duk.: of Arl{yle, an<1 if the l\IacDun:d d:~, 

l\far:kem·ines, l\Iackenzies, Fra1.ers, Grant•, and Chisholm~, to th e number of aLout 

4000 of the Lest men in tb.: llighhnds, harl not Lcen detnincJ by the diverciiun tllt'Y 
ha•l in the north, they won't! have joint:<l t he Earl of Mar at Perth 3 week.:! or a 

month sooner than tiJCy did; which pruLaL!y wou'•l have euaLied :'liar to make his wr.y 

into EnglanJ with 10,000 men, wh-:n thr. Duke of Argyle bad but I GOO men to 

oppose him ; and if LOOO II igldauders. j oined with the di ~afl'ected in Euglaud, made 

so great a consternation tlwre, until! thry were beat at Preston, what wou\1 10,000 

t ogether with the disaffected in Lauca~l1ire, Warwickshire, Che,;h ire, awl Stafford5b ire 

haYe done 1 'Tis terrible to think ! and I may say, with•)ut van ity, tbat Cod was 

pleased to make use of me, as an instrument to prevent it, an<l t!Jat long before the 

LorJ Lo,·at a.nd sume other as5uming gentlemen came to the north and j oyueJ 1ue." 1 

The Earl of Seaforth, before he set out for Perth to join the army under 

the Earl of ~far, halted a day or two at JnvernC'ss, where he was joined by 

300 }'rasers under the comllland of Alc.xrtnder ).fackenzie of Fraserdale. On 

h is departme from that town he left Sir J ohn ).Iackenzie of Coul with a 

garrison in the ca;;tle ; but he had no sooner gone than the Earl of Suther

land took measures to retake that important post, and secure the nortl1ern 

shires to his maj esty's go\·ernment. 

I n the meantime, hadng r ecei\·ed no intelligence from the south of what 

had been done by the Duke of .\rgyll, he wrote to his grace to keep him 

inform eLl of his actions. The letter, howe\·er, only recapitulates what hrts 

been alreally narrated, :1nd the writer sends the duke a "journal " of his pro-

1 ":Memorial for John, E.ul of Sntherhn<i," 
in Sutherland Charter-chest. The somewhat 
contemptuous allusion to Lord Lo~at will 
be explained by occurrences nar rated later on, 
bnt it may here be notecl. that in various 
letters during 17 14 an<! 1715, Lovat had 
written to the earl waking great profession~ 

of loyalty anJ assertions of his own useful
ness in the north. He also made abject 
appeala t o the earl to use his influence on his 
behalf, or th e Clan Fraser and he would 
be in a desperate condition. It is not clear ii 
any reply was gi,·en to these appeals. [\-ol. ii._ 
of this work, pp. ZOG, 207 .] 
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ccedings. lie complain:; greatly uf the lack of arms :tllll amunmition, au.! 

wishes his grn.cr. "all ~nccC'ss imaginn bl~J." 1 The ca rl's narr.1tivc 1•rocee(h :-

" TLat matters rui.~J,t l ·e carryc•l on with more Yi~uur f1Jr ynnr majc~ty'n ~en·ice, I 
called what gPutl•'lliCil I rou'J front the scn·rall cot111tics of C'rO!Il:uiit•, l; r.irn, I:uss, 
11Imray, SntbcrlanJ, and l 'a ithne:;~, to tucct me lot Snl·ctul,~r at lun:rurcotkit: in f: os~ , 

a hons.! of Sir \\'illbm Gonlun (in t he centre),~ iu oro! a to cnuc,•rt measures fur reducing 
of Iuverucss, :tllll aiterwanb pursuiug the enemy t·1 Per th, or any other sen·ii'C that 
cou'd be thought pmrticable; htt h:n·iug uv ruon ey, ann5, ammunition, or pro\·isious, 
nor any atlvice fmm the Duke uf Ar6ylc, uur from the sec:rctary:; of state, I sent 
.Mr . .Alex:mder Gonion, Lrothcr to Sir \\'illiam Gor,Jnu, to ar•JUaint the Lurd Tuwlt:<t'U<l, 
auJ Mr. :Secretary Stanhor,c of the coutliti• •U we 1'.'•2rc in, tklt so they might i11form 
your mnjcbty of it, and to pr:1y fur a spedy relil'f.3 So after I harl lni•l out all tlte 
moucy I haJ my self, or con\! burruw, we rcs,.h·e·l at length to take up the lam! ta..'{, 
mal in the county of :Jiurray. where t!IC men are Ycry little us'd to arms, I made them 
pay their proportion 0f ruiliti:1 in money for sul•:;btiu; the men I hnJ got with me, and 
tL u~ h:wing gut a little m"ncy, I proposcJ in the fir.-; t phec the taking the town of 
IuYcmcs:;, whereby "·e might not only joyn our fri ends ou the other siLlc of the water 
of the several! shires of .:H urray, ~airn, and Irwemrs~.~ Lut also pre\"cnt the retreat of 
t he enemy to tltdr own C(Juntry, and a.s I'rul'itlcuce was still f:woural,J c to your 
majesty's cause, one Captain Brice, in a tratlin;; gallvy, ba]•penerl then to curue into 
Cromartie BoaJ, who, out of b is atrectiun to the ~u ,·ernmrnt, gave us 1::! pieces of 
rannou wit h po'l\"dcr ami ball, fur to make the retlnction of that place more etrectuall, 
5ince our fri ends on the other si,Je fail' J iu thei r at tcm1•t upon the place, iu " ·bich 
Killraicks brotht'r was kili'J." 5 

1 Dr:~.ft letter, 27th O:tobe r I; 15, in 
Sut herb nd Charter-chest. 

2 or the county. 

S This is corroborated by the drafts of two 
memorials, in t he Sutherbn,] Charter- chest, 
d~t erl ~.1 Xo,·embcr I i I:i , the ti rst t o the 
Duke of Ar_;)·ll, attributing much of the 
misfortune of their preoent circumstances to 
the want of regular troops in the town of 
I nverness, :~.nd compbining of their lack of 

arm9, etc. ; the secouJ, in similar terms, a•l
drcsSt'<l to Viscount Townsheurl. 

1 l u ano ther account t he earl expresses a 
hn]•e t h.tt, in eight days "we shall have a 
!Jo, Jy of t wo t housand men 'twixt those on 
th i~ an• I t he other si,]e of the ri 1·er X es• t•> 
attack the place [ lo1·crness) which wee do not 
doubt wee shall soon be masters of." 

5 This refers to the death of ~I r. Arthu r 
Rose, brother of Hugh l!ose of K1lravock. 
::ice also vul. ii. of this work, p. 5 i. 
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The carl, lJOwcYcr, was not Jc~t iueu to take I•nrt in the actual seizure of 

luvern e'>;;. I ts importance !1ad not escape•! the uoticc of the authorities, 

ami while the Earl of SutherLmu ha•l Leen occupied \rith Se~forth's army, 

the ]Juke of Argyll was taking mcnsures for the re• luct ion of the uortlieJ·u 

Lurgh. Brigndier Grallt of Grnnt, lorJ-licntenant of Inverness and Uan fl', 

but ·who was then in the duke's camp at Stirling, writes to his brother, 

Captain George Grant, on 18th October 17 15, with instructiom for the 

retaking of the bmn. These provhleJ that the work :ohoulu be done by 

Colonel \\.illiam Grant, LorJ Lo\' at, Captaiu George Grant, and others:-

"What we ha•e projcctc•l bcrc with t he mhice an•l hy the t.lircction of the Duke 
of Argyll is that my Lorcl Lontt, the twu LairJs of Kiiwick, Cullod~n, Colloncl 

Grant, anti you, wi th all their pcot,lc arul t11yn, doc j oyn in the rdakeing the toune and 

castle of Inverucs;;;, anti in exti rpating tue retell;;; anti rcudlion, now rai~e,J Ly the 

E:u-le of Seaforth ; that you doe attack them on t he our. side at t hr. s:~m,; tym ns the 

Earl of Sutherlanu t.loes the likt: on the other. " l 

I.nrd Lont, \\IJO ha•1 in a measure made his r enee with the go,·erument, 

and had come nor th to t ake part against the rebels, hnrl reached Stirling 

shortly before the date of this letter, and if not the bearer of i t, was no douLt 

aware of its contents. H e announced his arriYal in his neighbourhood on 

~J N OYcm ber to the Earl of Sutherland, \Yho also forward ell iustructions to 

l1im as to how be and the others should act un til tl iC earl came up. It was 

his intention that tl1ey should all act together, anJ if poss ible secure the 

capture of the rehel garrison then in 'Im·crness. nut the separate oruers, 

cited above, from the Duke of Argyl1, and the fact that the march of Seaforth 

with the main body of rebels towards l'erth, haJ left the Iuverness garrison 

almost unsuppor-ted, determineu Loru Lovat and the other gentlemen named 

to act independently in an attempt to seize the town. The story of the 

retaking of Iuveruess has been often told, auu ueed not be repeated here, anu 

I Letter cited in " Tb e Chiefs of Gr~ot," \'Ol. i . pp. 35i, 355. 

VOL. I. 2 u 
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the rather as the E arl of Sutherlanll touk no part in it. As indicate<! hy the 

ea1l's llmTatiw, their firot attack resultell in failun:, lmt tlte govern or, prouably 

on hearing a repor t that the earl's furce \vas npproacl1ing, Lringiug cannon along 

with them, offered to surrender, wl1ich was r·~ nuittecl, aml he ancl h is men, 

on 12th Xovemher, rnarche(l ont with th ei r arms, and went towartls Perth, 

\Yh ile the royalists proceeded to occu1•r Inverness. On the foll owin;,; day 

Lovat, Tiose of K ilraYock, George C raut, anJ the other commanders, wroto~ 

:ulvising th e earl that the town was theirs, stating in inflateJ style that 

it haJ sunemlereJ through t1read of the earl's ap]Jroach, and earne~tly hoping 

for his pre5ence to aid th em in repressing the rebels in the neighLomhood. 

They also, in a second lette r, aJvised that the cannon, as now no longer 

necessary, should be stored at I uverhrakir, bnt that the earl should Lring 

powder anJ ammunition, which was much neeuetl.l 

The Earl of Sutherland was greatly disappointed that he ·was thus 

deJ->rivt;d of the honour of taking I nverness, and he comments somewhat 

severely on the garrison being allowed to go free. But into these, and also 

]nio the disputes which afterwards arose between him and others on the 

subject, it is needless here to euter. It is cYiucnt from one of his own letters 

that for some reason the earl uid not lllarch direct from l uvcrl.Jrakie to 

J nyerness, but returned to Dunrobin, as he was there on the 14th of the 

month, two days after the tovm was surrendered. Those on the spot we1e 

justified by their orders in acting without him. The letter in question, to 

his son, Lord Strathnaver, urges the latter to make all haste in his prepara

tions, and to secure the ferries.2 H e reached Inverness a few days after its 

capture, anJ cougratulateJ those \rho hall ailled in that result. A s he himself 

says, though be thought "this treatment [acting with out him] was Yery 

1 Letter, quoted in th e Earl's .;.remoria.l, and also original, in Sutherland Charter-chest. 
2 Let te r, 14th :-<ove ruber 1715, vol ii. of this work, p. 49. 
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provoking, yet I stifled all resentment , the Letter to go ou with your majesty's 

servic.::." l~ut !1is Ji.:;aplJoiutment at the evacuation of IuYerucss l>y Sir 

J ohn ~Iackenzie, ere his own arri\·al, \nlS somewhat alleviated by his 

promot ion to the rank of licatenant-gcneral. H e also rcceiYed a gratifyinc; 

letter from the secretary of state, l\Ir. James Stanhope, who m·ote :-

"I am c01nmanded by his majesty to return your lonlsh ipp his thanks fur you r 
eminent zeal and activ;ty at this juncture. l\Ir. Conlon will deliYer your lorJshiH> a 
commission of lieutenant-general!, and is likewise charged with a thmmmd pounds an•l 
a thousand arms for your lonlshipp's serrice." 1 

His own narratiYe, after the taking of I nnrncss, proceeus-

" I ordered the seYerall chl;iff:; to march with their men to a J•lace near the house 
of Brahan, belonging to Lord Scafort, and to weet me anJ my peoJJle there on the 
22d of Xovcrnber, which l.Jeing J onc I summoned the house to surrc!ll!er, with the 
arms anJ ammunition in it. The Count.;ss Dowager of Seafort represwte(l that it 
was her jointure house, that she had neither men, arms, nor ammunition, that there 
were none in it, !.Jut women anJ a few servants, and that she wouhl find good security 
that the house shou'd not be mr1de a garrison against King George; but that it shou\1 
be ullways open, anJ ready to receive his troups, when required, etc". I sent my ~l•n, 

LorJs Lovat an•l l~eay, with Cullonell ::IInnro to search the house for arms and ammuni
tion, and if noue was fuunol therein to take the countesa's bonJ for £5000 an•l ten 
landed gentlemen of the name of 1I •Kenzie, who were not concerued in the reLellion, 
as bayle for the ]Jerforruance of those terms. This I was obligeJ to accept of, hal'iug 
no prorision for men to garriS.)ll the house. 

" I t hen returned to Inverness to put the place in the best posture of dd~nce that 
was possible, where, having got inulli:;ence that the :'lfarquis of Huntley's mtn of 
Badenoch, Glenlivett, Str.1th•lon anrl Strathbogy were prcpariug to fall do'm upon 
l\lurray to lay that shire uuder contribution, 1 marched a LoJy of :WOO men :!8 miles 
south as far as Elgin, within six miles of H untley's principal! hou~e, in a very se r ere 
winter season, as e\·er was seen in that cuuntry. 2 Thi~ march was de~i;;neJ not only for 

1 Letter, rlateo l London, ~5th Xovember 
1715, in Sutherland Charter.chest. 

2 The earl, as will appear in the followin0 

memoir, intrusted his son, LorJ Strathnavcr, 
with the commanJ of this exr•eJition. TLe 
let te r of instructions is JatcJ from nurgie. 
[ \' ol. ii. of this work, p. 50.] 
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protecting the country, which wa.~ insultc• l Ly tJ ,c cncruy, Lu t also to alarm th•' rcho:l l ~ 

:•L 1\,th, :-..:; wdl :1.- t!1 ·~C in tl1C' Sc\'t'l"all :,hill'~ of Aber,leeu, anJ :\ lrrns, etc\, who were 
getting to a heaJ. 

"Thi:; partly h:-.•1 !ts de -iretl ctl'rct, for Se:lfiJrth gu t home wi th all cxp~;dition in 
onler to fall npou l nn:m"~' ou one ~i,Je, while my L0r1l ITuntly ,]esigncd to attack it 
on tl1e other, allll was a l~v come home from l't•rth to ge t l1is men to;:;ct her agai n fvr 
that euJ. I thougl1t it then hi;;h tilne t•> lnok to tltc securi ty of tl tat important place 
by retumiu6 thither \1 ith all the f•J rccs I haJ at Elgi n, cxcrpt the Gra11 ts, wh•> went 
honH' ; alledging that Huntley won',] fa ll i: r~t upon their lan lls ; Lut they J• romi ;cd to 
joyn me again, which they aft~rwanls di•L 

"It was no small J itliculty in ~ueh violent cold weather t•> keep a militia t o~ctlter, 

made up for the most part of higlthmh:n, having little provisions and lt'ss Dtoucy for 
their subsistauce ; when at tltc same ti me many of them were at a great distance from 
their home3, and more part icularly u~y own l'eople of Sutherland .:.ud Stratl tnan r, who 
were l 00 miles." 

A bout this ti me the carl rece i w:~l :mvther communic~ ti0n from the com

mander-in-chief, who \>rote that he haJ ouly receiveJ one let ter from t he earl 

since h e went north. The duke had then written t\YO letters, neither of which 

the earl had rece iYetl. He says, " I am extreamly glad of the success yuu have 

bad, antl l know you to be so much Lord Lovat's friend that you will let our 

ministers know bow scrvisable he has been to you and consequently lww much 

he merits his majestic's favour." His grace mentions the arrival of the Dutch 

troops aud two regiments of J ragoons at Edinburglt.1 A second le tter states that 

the duke could not sentl regular troops as the ministry had Perth so 11111 Ch at 

heart; that his men ougl1t not to \vaut so 'loug as the rebels had wlJCrewithal, aml 

again asking his assistance to do justice to Lord LoYat with Lortl TownshencJ.2 

The earl's narrative continues :-

" Howe>er, having such powerful! euemie.:; as Huntly and Seaforth to grapple with 
I diu all I cou\1 to keep them (his men) together, alltl haviug on ~ C tlt De~cmLcr calJc, ] 

1 Letter, dated Stirli ng, 1Gth Deeemher 171 3, in SutLerb nd charter-ches t. 
2 Letter, thtetl l !Jth Ll ~cember ljl J, ibid. 
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all such as !1ad the commaw.l ..,f tbcm, I prupo.;e,J to fight Seaforth fir~t, he bcin:; within 
!I 0r l n mi l ~'> of IH with rthont ::'OOI.l men, hcf'orr my Lon.I II untly couJ,J have time to 
gather hi;; men, l1 •~ ltdng rtbont :;o miles 1li"l.1nt from 11~. Tt• \l;lJich tlwy all :-~gree1 l, 
alii.] for that scrvi re I deb.clJC<l 200 of my wn's lt;tLtallion, 1 .)0 of Lnrd neay'M, all 
Sutlwrland aw.I StratiHI:l.\'t;r men, about 300 Grants, 1 .';0 of .Munro's, aTJt! 50 of 
Culodcn's, all very well ann'd. These were onlered to joyn Lord Lo1·at's men at bi.; 
house whk!"l W a5 within 2 llJiles of the enemy. I de,ign'd this command for my sun, 
!JUt he having strained l1is leg by a slip upon the icc. and su IlOt able to walk, I gave 
the command to Lord Lovat. I preparetl another ,]etachment to go along with ruyself 
to jo)"ll Lorat, if it shl)n'd be necessary; leaving 'i 00 rncu in and about the to\HJ, in 
case Hun tly shuu\1 ruake any attempt, or to j oin my own detachment, if there wa,q 
occasion for it.l 

"On the ~ith my Lonl Lovat., with the other o!11ccrs at the hea•l of their se>erall 
eommaml s, marcheol to hi.< lordship's house of Castledunic with a design, accor•ling t <l 
Ids Ndcrs, t c) attack the enemy next day. But when he l1ad marched about a wile, 
the Countess Dowa~er of Scafurth met him with otfcrs of submi~,;ion from ht r son, 
the Earl 0f Seaforth, to this pcupose-that Seaforth promised upon 11 ouour to ditipcrsc 
nne! dbsipatc his men immediately, and not to appear or take arms against his 
m:~j r>sly King Geor~e, or the government, till the rcturu of an express the Earle of 
Sutherland was to se111l to court. 

"This agreement she prmnisc•l wou 'd be returned next morning ra tifycd and 
signed hy her son, of whirh my Lord Lovat a cqu:-~ iuted me, and in a short time after 
sent another express, signifying that those terms were not returned to him signet! Ly 
Scafort ar:ronling to agreement. 

" I then su~pccted that all this was only grimace to g:-~iu time for concerting with 
Huntley, anu knuwing the conntc~s to l•c a woman of intrigue, being bred a Ligottcd 
papi~t, and a daughter of the :\Iarqui~ of Puwis, allfl her mother one concernccl in all 
the popish plots; anol finding by a letter from Lord Lovat, aut!· the other gentlemen 
with him, v.Ti tten at ll of the d ock at noon, and al-;o another letter at night, that 
there was no submission yet sign'd ; besi.l e3 not having aLove :3 rlays' provision, and 
also remembring the former managemeut of affairs at lnverne~s, I forthwith took horse 
at midnight, with 20 gentlemen along with Illf', and ordered ~00 foot to foll ow. Dut 

1 This account is corroborated by the r~3oh1lions of the council of war, priutcJ in 
voL ii. of this work, p. 50. 
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" hen I came to Castk!lunit' , I funnJ LnrJ Lv.,.:lt sick in hco l, :mol th•' n order~cl all the 
sever:-tlJ corps to mart'h tn tl :e rirer };eu![e, wh ich J•artccl llS :\nol thl) enemy, :\lid t•) 
me~t me c::~rly next. mon.in:; in g•,o• l t•nll' r t" :-~tl~.ck them, ami after r•'P<·o ing my ;;elf a 
little in a. ch~ir v>iLhout l' trippin g, I put my ~t·lf at t he ht•acl of my men by 7 or 8 
next morning, who were nil r cry earnest to engage tl1e enemy, tho' more numerous and 
more atlvantageously poti tetl , but llut quite so well armed as we were. 

"I passed Ueul ic rin:r upon the ice wit~! I GOO n~ry gnoJ men, anti having got 
certain i ntell igcn~e that the enemy had a mint! to retrea t to a wootl that they had 
near to their left, \1 here it wa..;; impossible to fullow them, I marched my men as mueh 
a~ I eou'd to their left t• J cu t off tlli o:~ their iu tend ctl retreat; whereupon there eame a 
message from Earl Seaforth with his subruis.> ion sign'tl, as it was formerly agreeol upon 
with Lon! Lo;·at. I, who ha· l nere r any CL'Dversation with rebeL~ (except I call the 
Countess of Seaforth on .. ), sent Lurtl Lo>at (who wa3 now recon :red n little of his 
illness) with Collonell ~Iunro, :m•l some others, to see Seaf,•rth dir,L:md all his men, 
except 100 he was allow'tl to keep ahout his per~on untill I ha.J your majesty's 
pleasure ruucerning him. " ·e tlJ<: n mar~h'd baek to Ill\·ernes3. 

"Her<:: I must obscr>.:: how r<!ma rkahk P ro \iu• ace v;as iu this, as well as in every 
other step I made in your majesty'.; sen-ice ; for had I stay'tl that night upon the other 
side of th(, rin~r Deulie, "I"I·!Jich I p:.~.&;'d early in the morning upon t he ice, there camil 
on such a suJJcu thaw next night, that it wou'd have been impracticable ; fur meu and 
horses could uot J.>:lSS fur some weeks after, ami had tha t thaw h:-~ppen'd on the day 
bd orr, Seafort wou' tl not probaHy ha\·e submitt~J, or if I h:-~d returned that night, I 
shou'd have been without provisions in our enemies' country; but on 31st December I 
returned to Inverness, after scttlin; with Seafurth, and so esca.peu all those accidents." 

The terms of the Earl of Seaforth's submis::.iou may here be given:

"Wee, " 'illiam, ilbrquia uf Seaforth, doe promise upon honour to Simou, Lord 
Lovat, commanfliug his wajesties furce<:~ near Inwrne~3, to di~perse and di::sipat my 
men immcdiatly, and set at li berty the gt'ntleman of the name of ~I unro detaiu'd by 
my orders ; and not to take arms or appea r again5t his maj esty, King George, or the 
go\·ernment, till the rcturu of the Earle of Southerland's express from court, providcing 
that nei ther I nor my friends, countrey, or people, be ruo le~ted or troubleu till the said 
return from court." 1 

1 Signed at Brahan, 30th December 1 i 15, cou~mporary copy in Sutherland charter-chest. 
Cf. also "The Chieh of Grant," \·ol. iii. p. 253. 
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The ag•ccruen~ on LorJ l.o Y:~t's si•le was n. counterpart of tl1is. 

The cn1•i lubLitm thus arraugeJ o-n the rnour of Gi lcln"i:;L h:tppencJ n.t a 

fortunate moment, for th e carl's narmtiYe thus procceLls :-

"In a <by or two afterwanls Seaforth haJ advice of the Pretf·ml.::r's lu11tling itt 
Scotland, when his men were uisperseu, sume to the we~t isles above 50 miles distant, 
so con'J not Le brought bac:k for some consiucrablc time. 

" In a few Jays after: the Lark man of ·w ur arrh 'd in Cromart ie Ito:vl with r.r r. 
Goruon, whom I haJ sent expr.:ss to LotJ< lnu, aut.! he brungltt with hi m I OUO arms 
ant.! amruuuition, with £1 000 in cash, which if it bat.! come ~ooner, or haJ it been sent 
wi th me, when I wcut frorn Lon,Jon, it won'd have turn 'J to a far Letkr accoun t fur 
your m:Jjesty's sen-i ce. f,l! tltis £10 00 was onlcretl for m bsi.;tiug the men, fur wlticlt 
the paymaster got ret.:eipts. 

"Earl Seafortl! being force,] to term;;, my next tusk was with the ::If arq uis of 
Huntly, whom I con\! n0 ways annoy, for wlwn l rnarcbcJ, or sc· nt auy party to 
attnck any snch as he sent into lllurray, they always retirctl over the river Spey, so 
th :tt none of my peop!c cou·u cnr get within ten mil es of hi::;. 

" When I unde rstoou tl1at the Pretender ha•l fb i bcyuntl sea, and that the regular 
forces were at Elgin on their m:nch to Inverness, 1 sent home my own men, ant.! such 
others as had joineu me, except the Lord LO\·at's who Jive,] ncar to I m erucss. 

"I then left that place to make a visitt att Culoueu two miles from the town, where 
the gout seizeu me. M.tjor-gc:neral Wigbtlllan, J;rigadier Grant, ant.! several! other 
gentlemen came to visitt me, an•l as they 'V"ere there with me,.the ::\Iarqu is of IIu ntly, 
Lor•! P.ollo, Tulloch of Tanachie came and surrcndrcd tllcmselvcs to me, as your 
majesty's priaoners. I recommenueu them to the care of Mr. \Yightman, who in my 
absence commauuetl the troops at Inverness." 

H ere the carl's narrative practically ends, but its SUIJ}llling up anJ con

clusion may also be quoteJ :-

"I have made this representation as short as possible I coulJ, considering the 
variety of matter it contains. Your majesty will easily observe in the whole course of 
my proceedings, that your interest ant.! service was what I only had in view and 
ventnred all for, and which, without vanity, I may say, I had the pleasure by God's 
blessing in a great rnerumre to auvance by preventing the Earl of Seafort, with near 
4000 men 'V"i th him, from reinforcing ?liar till such t ime as the forces from Irel.ltld 
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hau j oined the D uke of Argyle. I then not only h inured the ;\Iarqui'> of Hun tly 

and the E<ul of Scafurt front jo)ll ing their forces, but oLlig.:u the latter to own your 

maje;,ty and diswiss his people, :lllU th e fir.;t t11 l'Ufi'Cllt]er himself to rue, as j'Ollr 

maj esty's ('ri . .;onc r. T l11'Se two bc·ing the per~ons of the greatest corumaml mnong~t 

the rebels, uuJ be>th papist~, the hctcllllcr had his chief dependance upon them ; so 

when he hcurJ that I had obligeu the E<trl of Seaforth to own your majesty all!! 

dismiss his lllCII, anu that I detained the Marquis of H untley in the north, so that 

none of them j oyned him, ite took his precipitate fli ght \vithout seeing either of them. 

So ha'>ing laiu before your majesty in a former meruuriall what part I aetc,] for your 

service before your accession to the crown, I leave it entirely to your majesty to judge 

of my behaviour." 1 

It is uncertain when this account of his act ious during the rcucllion was 

presented by the Earl of Sutherland to the king, but it was prot.ably in 

the year succceLlillg the rebell ion. Loug ere t!tat, however, his version 

had become known, and its accur::wy was disputPd in at least one point. 

Lieutenant-Colonel ·william Grant of Ibllind::dloch, at the iustigation of 

Brigadier Grant of Graul, wrute and printed "·hat he styled "A. true and. 

jmpartial account of the comluct of the well affected in the north during 

the late Tiebellion." 2 HrigaLlier Grant in a ldter to Co,lonel Grant on 2~hl 

D ecember 1715 says :-" I wonder that none of you sent me up ane exact 

account of the takeing and possess ing the town and castle of Inverness. Its 

in all the prints that it was done by Earle Snthcrland, \ri th the ~I'Kays, his 

own people, the I:osses, nml ~[onroei> of I:oss-shire, and. by \\'hat I can 

tmders tand, there was none of these, no, not the carle that came over the 

ferry for several days after you were in possession of Loth." He desires the 

memorial to be written in a fair hand, and signed by tl1e deputy-lieutenants, 

I Man uscript memorial in a fair band, 
with French translation indorsed "Copy of 
Lord Sutherland's account of his con<luct in 
t he 171 5." There arc severn] cnp!es of this 

d ocument in the Sutherland Charter-chest. 
z ~lanuscript at Eallind.J.!locb. History of 

Scotland, 1GS!J-174.3, Ly John llill Burton, 
vol. ii. p. 189 note. 
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and ho woulLl transmit it to court, "that other people may not run away witlt 

t he glory of yam :>.ctions." l 'eopk at London were snrpri".;d this hau not been 

done before, "especially wlwn I h'll them that lu:l.l l 1t not been for the appear

a nce wade in Im·em ess-shire by Loru Lomt and others, that the Earl of 

S utherland, nor any of the others, wonhl haYe ventured to cross the :\Iiekle 

F errey." 1 This dispute, which led in the ewl to a rupture between Suther

land and Lovat, need not further he Lli scusseLl, as we know from his own 

narrati,·e that the earl was not present at the taking of Inverness. 

Before h~aving the actiw operations of this campaign, \Ye may refer to a 

curious document as illu;;t ra ti n~ of the }•roccediugs of a council of highLuul 

clt iefs ill conducting a campai~n. I t uarra tc-s the proceedings of a council of 

war before the SUJTellller of Seaforth at the moor of Gil christ, ami before the 

Earl of SutherlanLl had matle his night journey from Inverness to Llisco\·er 

\\hat his able Lut "assuming " commander, Lord Lovat, was about. The 

document be~ins in due form :-

" CASTLE Dov;::s-JE, DceeruLcr 17 15.-Setlerunt, Simon, LorJ Lon.t, appointe•l 
eommanJr r of the forces illlJJ]oy.:J. a.:;ainst Earle Seafurt by the Earle of Sutherland, 
lonl -lieutenant of the G northern eountic~, Collonell l~oLcrt ~Ionro of Foullis, 

Captain George Grant, of the Baric .Forfar's regiment, John Furbe~ of Cullot.len, and 
Mr. Duncan F orbes, nth-ocate." 

The minute is too long for full quotation, but may be summarised. Lord 

Lovat aunounced Lord Seaforth's \Yillingness to submit, on the terms already 

stated. I ntelligence as to the relative strength and aclYantages of the two 

forces was then given, and it was moYed that the agreement be rejected, as 

the royalists, being better armed, wouhl probably gain the victory in the 

event of a battle. To this it was replied, that while victory was probable, the 

rebels could escape easily to the mountains and aYoiJ a contest, while the 

1 Letter at Ballindallocb, quoted in " The Chiefs of Grant,'' vol. i. pp. 3C3, :l!i t. 

ru~L 2X 
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royalist army was straitenetl for p rovisions, and if oul ige,J to retreaL to 

I m·erness wouhl uc scriou, ly incommouc•1. l t wac; the n n:soh ed tk1.t Sea

forth's snhmi:;sion shou!Ll Le accepted. The sa r11e document gi ves t he minnte 

of another conncil pre~ iLl ed oYer hy the en rl in J•crson at InYer~.H.:ss, lO th 

January 1 71 G, th e same memlJers being prc;;ent. Lord l~ ._.ay re1•orted that [l.t 

a meeting \Yi th tl te }hrquic; of H unt ly, th e latter hatl offe red to with<.lraw 

his forces to the eas t si<.le of Spey, proviLieu the Earl of Snt lterlau d wou ld l! Ot 

im·ade him; aml it was resolYed, Lecau.se of the season of the year, "the 

excessive storm," anu tltc di ffic ulty of keq,i ng a force together, to accept thi.:; 

arra.ngemen t.1 

The "excess in~ storm" here refcrreu to probably rendered the roads 

difficult of pass:1.ge, as it \Yas not un ti l the miLhlle of J anuary that the ncwc; 

of Sea forth's su"Lmission reach eel Sti rling. \\" e learn tbis from a letter 

written by the D uke of Argyll, comwander-in-ehief, who thus announces his 

intended adYance to Perth:-

"We are in hopes that every thing will Li! ready t o enable us to march to P erth 

about the ::l2J, and nothing but an extremity of Lad weather shall then occasion a 
moment's delay. Your lordship will therefore jllll_:;c i t neces;;ary to doe all you ean to 

prevent the reLells in thi! north from rej oiuing t hose in Perth." 

The duke intimates that he sends twenty barrels of powder, with shot in 

proportion; and he informs the earl of the Pretender '~ arrival at Scon e .~ 

There is also a letter from Lieutenant-General Cad ogan of the same date in 

similar terms. "\\'ben t hese were wr itten, info rmation frotn the earl had not 

reached Stirling, but in a postscript to his letter the lieutenant-general n.cknow

leuges receipt of the earl's letter of the 1st of J anuary, and congratulates 

1 Original minute'!, in Sutherland Charter-ch es t. 
2 Letter, dated !::i ti rl in;;, 14th January ! 'ji G, il1i• l. 
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ltin! upon Seafurth's submission.! The earl's le tter wns transmittcll to J amcfl 

Stanhope, scercbry of st.tte, \Vho, by his majesty's orders, 'n-ote conveying 

to the earl lbe kiug's thanks fur his good services, and desiring the same 

to he commuuicatcu to th r. Loru Lovat, and other gcntl(;;men concerned. 

The secretary also annonnceLl that the king hau accepted the Earl of 

Seafor th's submission ou conuition that he surrenuered himself at I nverness 

within a reasonaLle tim~. and remained there on parole; that he had Lcstowcu 

on the Earl of Sutherland the lonl-licutenancy of Orkney, vacant by the 

decease of the Earl of )lorton, and that, in consiJeratiou of Lonl Lovat's zeal 

and services on this occasion, his majesty had decided to grant him his partlnn , 

of "·hich the earl was to inform him.2 Besides this, the Enrl of Suthcrlaml 

had the honour to receive a letter from the king himself, thanking ltim for 

his services, and for the skilful arrangements he haJ ruaJc to preserve tl1e 

irn port:mt position of Inverness. His majesty declareJ he woulJ never 

forget those services, and hoped the earl woulJ continue them now wl1en tl1e 

king's army was about to march against the reLels.3 The earl also recei\·eJ 

letters from J olm, first Duke of Tioxburghc, who congratulates him upon his 

"glorious and successful campaign," and from other courtiers.4 

One episoJc, sho"· ing some difficulties placeu in the way of the Earl of 

Sutherland, while acting in support of the goYernruent, may here Lc noticell. 

\\'hen he, as lord-lienten:wt, smnmoneu tlte militia of Caithness, he was 

answereJ by a letter from Lord Glenorchy, who states that he had rccei\'ell 

l Letter, vol. ii. of this work, pp. 51, 52. 
A letter written on the same date by Colonel 
'Vill iam Ker t o the earl, begs •· t o a.ssnre 
your lonlship that whaten:r is done fo r your 
lordship or family is not owing to a cer taino 
man here ["t Stirling], but to your own 
merit, for I know what I know."-Origiual 
letter in Sutherland Charter-chest. 

~ Letter, 23d January lil5-1 6, vol. ii. of 
this work, p. 52. 

3 Letter, dated St. James, lith January 
1 i 16, vol. ii. of this work, p. 27. The earl 
returned a suitable reply, ith February 1716, 
ibid. I'· '!.7. 

' Ibid. pp. 61, 63. 
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the carl's letter gi\'ing lr im arhiee to take care of tire peace of the sh ire, nnJ 

of tire coa<ot, '' tb erehy to prc: n~ut any trouule to this slryre, or confusion in 

our howells." li e thanks tl H~ earl fur his opinion, that he wonlJ t ake cQre to 

Hwke the shire safe, wl1ich ·was all that couhl lH~ expectcJ of it, considering 

its remoteness. On the other lr UII Ll, in refe reucc to th e earl's appointment as 

lord-lieutenan t, Glenorchy claimed that ofl'icc by heritable riglrt, a claim which 

arose out of the oltl nxerl question of the hcritauk j ust icia ry of Caithness, 

antl he fmther states that he harl laid his case before the king. If c therefort.J 

arhiscJ the carl to delay gi viug any orrlers to gentlemen in the sli irc till the 

king's pleasure were known.1 Thi;, un lowar•l OJ•pos ition by I .. ord Gl enorchy 

is refe rred to in a memorial on behalf of the E arl of SuthcrlanJ prescntcJ to 

the king by Sir William GorJon nbou t the beginning of the rebellion, in 

which he says that the earl was eucompasseJ \Yith enemies, having in Lis 

rear the men of Caithness coml1Hl!1dell by Lonls Glenorchy aml Duffus to 

the number of 800 men, and in his front the clans of the .:\Iackenzies anrl 

others to the number of 5000, led by the E arl of Seaforth. 2 It is evident 

from this that LorJ Glenorchy's sympatbies were believed to ue wi th the 

rebels, though he diLl not actually join them. A bclateJ attempt was made iu 

Caithness, in the end of January 1 ilG, to proclaim Prince James at the town 

of Wick.3 ::\Iany gentlemen of the ncighbourhooJ took part, as descriued by 

a letter of the period, but Lord Glenorchy is not named among them, auJ at 

a later period he is found on the side of the government. 

The advance of the royal army to Per th, the ret reat of the I'retenJer, 

anJ his embarkation at .:\Iont rose for France are so well known, that recapi

tulation here is unnecessary. The army of the Duke of Argyll reacheJ 

I Letter, dated Thurso, 12th November 1715, in Sutherland Chartcr·chest. 
2 Draft wewurial to t he king, ibid, 
3 utter, Robert Sutherland, irom Lt.irg, ~Sth January 171G, ibid. 
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.~~ LerL1 eea on the 8th of }'el.mt ar~· . The dnkt: k tll furmerly written to the Earl 

of Sutherlau(l r.dv i:; ing hi m of !Jis design to attack r ertb, awl tktt the rebels, 

upon th eir deserting that pl:tcC', might pos;; ibly endeavour to geL possession of 

lmem ess, \r h ich, bein~ t he key of the count ry ueyond it, m i;,; lt t Lea co n

venient station for them. T he J uke therefore des ireJ the earl to bave his 

garrison as strong as possible. T his letter reached the ea rl aLout the 

ueginning of }'ebrun.r.f, and he comm unicn.te(1 it to his majesty's fr iends in 

t hose parts, wlJO fo rtlm ith a~sem bled tl JCir men as formerly ; and the garrisons 

continued t ill the arriYal of the regular tronps.1 I n reference t o this move

ment Hugh Hose of K ilrax ock :mJ Si r Hobert ?IIonro "Tote to the earl at 

Invemess t hat they had met by concer t at F earn, and that it was agreed 

by ]'i tca lnie, Easter fea rn, Tolly, and other gentlemen of the name of Hoss in 

t ltc low count ry t hat on :J ionllay next the six eastern parishes shou l.l 

rendczYous at ~Iu lJcrg to march to I nverness, while the men of Strathoykel 

anJ Strathcarrou were to go oYer about the same Lime wi th l\raebngwel l 

and Ki ndeace. The writers complain of lack of provis io11 ~, and say that 

for want of m eal the J>CO!Jle in that couutry were starvin~. Th ey would 

have about 700 men on ~ Ionday at Fearn, a.nd wish to know if they 

should march at once to I m·erness, without waiting for the carl's men or for 

provi ~ i on s. In a postscript they report that Seaforth hatl J!ressed out the 

Assyut lllen, who marched last Sunday to j oin the Coigach and Lochbroom 

lllen, wlw were all iu arms to march t9 eralw n . ~ 

The impoverisheJ condit ion of t he country is also referred to in 

a letter from Lord Ueay, who says that he would l!e glad to hea.r that 

the rebels were driven north, l>ut to make heaJ against th em a. quan

t ity of meal should Le secured in SntherlanJ to be se;1t where ncces-

1 r-ae's H istory of the Rebdlion, pp. 370, 3il. 
~ Let te r, dated Fearn, 4th 1:\:l.,ruary 17 l G, in Su ther b ud Charter-ch est. 
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sary:1 H e says " there is uo com in this C(•lmtry. IJC:\·er saw it so 

scarce iu the L:tLl yc,us." H·~ llC\'Cl-thr.l c~s cxpn:,~cd !tis J(;arliness to march 

at call, and three days later \not~ th:-tt be had scut off h i'> men. On the 

following day he anuouuccs ".Jiacphersou me:t me here, j ust as I was 

giYiug a dra t11 to t liC men to drink Kii tg George and your lunlship's health. 

They march this moment." 2 

Lord Heay, in one scatcncc of his letter, wishes the earl joy of his new 

po.:; t. This rcft:: rs to his recent appointweut as fi rst lord of polie:c. Yiscouut 

Townshend, one of the ~ecrtlaries of state, in a lette r to the sixth Earl of 

Jladdington, ·when iu limating the ar rangements that were to Le made on the 

death of th e }.hrq11is of T \l'eccluale, fi rst c01nmiss ioner of police, says, 

" His majesty designs the Earl of Suthe rland shall succe:eu to the marquess 

as first commissioner of volice. Yonr lordship is to come into the Earl of 

Sutherland's room iu that connniss ion." 3 This arraogemc 11 t was carried 

ont, and the earl was made first lord of police ; Lut he subsequent ly com

plains t1t at hi.:; salary was somcti wes iu arrear. 

The earl's 1-•reparations to J d end ln\'Crness praYed successful. Tl 1t~ 

dispirited J acobit e army broke up ere they reached that town, and dispersed 

for safety to the highlanlls. Their disorganised condition is described in a 

letter written by Alexander Sutherland, Tormore, to \Yilliam, Lord Strath

naver. After t elling how a former messenger had been seized, st ripped and 

robbed of his horse, the writer says:-

" Yesternight the Lonb Suuthesk, Marishall, Lithgow, Rollo, Kingstone, Lor• I 
Edward Drumonu, Eurlce, anu severall ot hers, anu the clans, with GeueraU GorJ one, 

were in Keith, with maney gentdmen of the South count ray, who sen t to Huntly t o sec 

1 Letter, dat~d Tongue, 4th Febru:1ry 1716, in Su therland Charter-ches t . . 
2 Letters, dated Tongue, 7th auol Sth F.,bruary 171 6, ibid. 
3 Letter, 23d December 1715. ~lemorial.s of the Earls of HauJington, by Sir William 

Fra3er, K.C. B., ,-ol. i. p. 56. 
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if he wonlu head tLem, hhich I hear he wouu not, so tL ey marclteu this u:ty ahout 

t.:l.:rcu acdoel>. up b the H i:;1J!anJ~ in the l:u;t ucRp1ir, mam:y of t!J cm harin~ dio;patche• l 

ther horses ancl sen-antts to ~hidt fur t l:r-m~c]n::;. Ther was, they give out, ahuut 

17 00 foot brsiLIS hor~e, !llall•'Y nf which hnn;c h:we erused f,pcy, in order to trnn>p·))"t 

them selns to Caituess and Isl3 by boat, amongst whom is Dutfus, General! Ecklin, the 

Master of Sinclai r and Kintore, wh o 'll""cnt from Gordun castell tLis day, aml yc~terday. 

The Claus ha>c ruin ecl this 1J lacc, p:wticul:lrly my small intrest, fur Hub TI<Jy :II 'Grigur 

anu all his creu, Kepacb, anu rno5t of Sir llonals men Ia) on me last ui::ht, han· 

carieu a>ay Olls of tu enty of my peo]•ls bor.:<cs, loa•len with ther effects, k ille•l my shee p, 

aiHI in a ruaner left nothing wouu earie, brunt several! things . . . Ther arc ~evcra!ls 

returning back by the Uai rn, rather choysing tu st:m<l ther fait as tack tLc Lills, 

finding Huntly v.·ill nut j oyn th em as is sai•l. They say they buve nathcr rnow'y !lor 

amunitione, ami oun tL emselns to be in a stan·i n;; condition. I hear those went l •y 
boat were so m:tlichous as to shuut ther horses when the(y] took boat." 1 

Lord Glenorchy wri tes to Lonl Strathn:wer on the same suhject, assuring 

l1im of tLe good neighbo UJ h•)od of the shire of Caithness to Sutherla!1LI, that 

he had sent an express to the carl. H e acllls, " To-m orrow I am to seml 

pairti es to all the coast to prevent boats landing. I belie\'e it is over. It is 

twentic mil es from this the bo,1ts landed, aml they went straight through to 

Orkney, fortie or more gentlemen in a mise rable condition." lie further 

expresses gratification that the Duke of .Argyll had taken his fath er into h is 

protection, and had got his peace. In a postscript he states that some of the 

gentlemen who were at ·wick hall surrenLlered, while the rest were to do so 

that day. The two Ulbstcrs anLl Geese were to receive them when they came.2 

Orders were now issued to the lord -lieutenants to app;ehcnd and detain 

i u custody gentlemen who had been concerned in the rebellion.3 At the same 

t ime the Duke of ~-\..rgyll intimated to the carl l1is arri\·al at Aberdeen, 

1 Letter, dated Tormore, l Oth February l ilt3, in Sutherland Charter-cheat. 
2 Letter, Thurso, l::!th February [17!6], ibid. 
3 Orders, lOth and 14th F"uruary lilG, il·id. 





:;5 2 J OIIX, FJ FT EE.\'Til E.!NL OF Sr.:Tll EltL A.Y!J. 

informing h im also that those of the reLels who \\'E:l'C in a IJ.Jdy had marclwJ 

towards Castle Gordon by Old ) feld rum, and tl1at the king's troops were to 

Le disposed in tlifl'ertnL q ua1ters, four Ln.ttalions and two srp.ta<lrou .~ !Jeiu~ 

llestinctl for I uYemcss allll ) !Nay. The duke also sn.iJ he haJ IL·nl'llt><l from 

Lord H addo that the :Jlarl) uis of H untly was to kt\·e an intcniew with the 

carl, in order to his snbmis~ion to his m:tjesty.1 A short ti111e afterwards 

instructions ·were giYen to disarm all the common people ~vho had been in 

the rebdliou.2 The }Juke of Argyll returned at this t ime to Loudon; and 

I.icntenant-General 'William Cadogan writes to the earl i11timating the fact, 

also his own appointment to the commancl of the army, and the measures 

taken to disar lll the rebe1s.3 On the mh·ancr of the regular forces as far as 

E lgin , the earl, as h is o\\'n ll<'Lrrativc relates, llishandetl all his forces except 

Lord J.ovat's mr~n ; anLl being ~e ized wit h a severe attack of gout, retired to 

the house of Culloden. 

It was probaL:y about this time that Lords Huntly nud Seaforth appear 

to have r<\ised difficult ies as to th e obsetTa nce of the terms of their surrender. 

To this Lieutenant-Gt>neral Cntlognn allud es in the letter citeJ above. H e 

says, " The conduct of my LorLl H untly and Lord Seaforth is very stH] 'rising ; 

and since they have not thought fi t to ac~(:pt the terms your lordsbip ;vas 

authorised to offe r them, in my opinion they h:nc freed yon from any engage

ments you were Ullller to them, but of t!tis your lord,hip can best j udge." 

A few days before, :J injor-General ·wightman, who " ·as np!JointeJ to com

man~ in the north , >note that t hey were much surpr ised at the liberty 

allowed to the ~Iarqnis of Huntly. ~ I t is not clea r what part Seaforth 

1 Let te r, d:~terl Aberdeen, l Oth February 
171 6, \'ol. ii. of th il! work, p. 61. 

2 Letter, d ated 20th February 171 G, ib i·l. 
p . G2. 

3 utter, dated Aberdeen, ZG th February 
I 'j I G, ibid. p. 64. 

4 Le t te r, announci ng his appointment, 
F<:> rres, 2::!•1 Febru:ny I i 16, in Suthulanol 
Ch:~rte r-chest. 
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IJlayed in this matter, but it would appear t hat the ::\Iarqui.; of Huntly 

used the Duke o( Argyll 's lta.lllc somt·wlwt freely, allll cla imed a special 

tolerance in tenus of an allegc1l promise from tl1c duke. \\ye learn this from 

a copy of Argyll'::; letter to Huutly ft>1Wan1ed by the duke himself to the Earl 

of Sutherhnd. The dnke told Huntly that he was not in the right to tell 

the earl t hat A rgyll was antltorised by the goyernment to promise to him 

and all his followers their Ji,·es aml for~unes upon condition of thei r living 

quietly. The duke d ill say tLat if 1 [untly \roulu forsake the rebels, go home 

and dism iss his meu in order to his returning to his duty to the killg, he 

would intercede with his majesty on H untly's belw.lf ; also that he would l>e 

glad if the E.nl of Snthcrbml employed whatever powers he possessed to 

ol>tain mercy for the marquis.1 Apparently H n11tly presum ed upon this letter, 

but the immediate issue of the affair is not stated. Another person \Yho 

surrendered to the earl at this time was Sir J ohn l\Iaelean. General \ \"ight

man's appointment also, through a misunderstand ing, caused some annoyance 

to the earl, the nature of which we learn from General Cadogan, who writes, 

"The orders given to )Iajor-General ·wightman not to obey your lordship arc 

very surprising. But I write to him l>y this post to take the word from your 

lonlship when you go to Inverness, and acknowledge you as his commanding 

officer." General Cadogan also refers to a failure of deference and respect 

displayed towanls the earl by Brigadier Grant, \vho, so far as dependcu on the 

general, was to be made to render repar:J.t ion. In to this, howe,·cr, Ca•logan 

does not enter fur ther, as he expresses a hope that the earl and he will soon 

meet at Edi nburgh. 

This proposed meeting, however, did not take place, as a few days later 

the earl was hastily summoned to London. His fri end, Sir William Gordon , 

wrote, pressing him to come there as qui ckly as possible. " It is highly 
1 Letter, enclosing copy, Aberdeen, 23tl February 1 i 16, in Sutherland Charter-chest. 
VOL. I. ~ Y 
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necessary you be here soon, an tl the sooner the !Jetter. This i;; honeymonth." 

H e informs the earl tktt in the. absence of the 10ecretaries l1 c h:tcl presented 

the addres<> aw.l p~rticnbr rccrmunendation in f:n·onr of Lonl LoYnt to his 

majesty in llis do~d-, in presence of n arous BernsLlorf, I:otlnuar and ~I. 

Robethon. The latter " read them to the king, :tnd his majesty was pleased to 

look at the suuscriptions, and wi th great goodness sent for the nHtpp to con 

sider the situation of I nverness nml country's a,Jj:tcent, grac iously expressing 

a COllCern for the safety of your lordship anu those with yon.'' The address 

was to be ful ly inserted in the Gaze:t te. 1 

Sir William Gordon request" the earl to let his brother know of l1is arriYal, 

so that Sir W illiam might wait on him three days before his entering London, 

to info rm him of certain thiug;; it "·::ts necessary for him to know. The reason 

of this sndJen snm moJ1s to I .onrlon is pnrtly explained in an earlier letter, 

referred to by Sir \\~illiam, from Lacly J ean ).Iaitlancl to the earl, her father. 

She writes that Sir \Yilliam says,'· Lovat ::tnLl other persons who hes been 

makeing their court to a. great man, on whom they think much depend, 

will find it their intere>:t t o court your favour as much as his." 2 It would 

appear that Lord Lovat used his int1uence, which was considerable, with the 

Duke of Argyll, not only to dai111 all the honour of the recapture of I nver

ness, but to spread dispara~ing reports about the Earl of Sutherland at court. 

It was in connection with these, and to counteract their evil efl'ects, that Sir 

·w illiam Gordon so earnestly desired to see the earl in London. 

The earl at once obeyeJ the summons, and went on bo::tr 0. the Queen

borough man-of-war in Cromarty HoaJ., where, however, he was kept waiting 

t wo days for a hogshead of ale and other things that were to. be sent aboarJ.. 3 

After a short and prosperous voy::t;e of fiye Jays the cnrl reached London, 

1 Letter, 18th February I; l G, in Su therland Charter·chest. 
2 Letter, 30th J:umary 171G, ibid. 3 Vol. i.i.. of this work , p. ~00. 
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where he was accorded suclt a reception as his undouLted services and 

meri ts deserved. On the 1110ruing afte r his arrival he was "visited by all the 

ministry and 1•rime nobility, and the day after receaYed by the king, prince 

and princess, who all expressed how much they were satisfied wi th l1 is 

lordship's serYices." So his Edinbur;;h agent wrote to LGdy Stratlmaver, 

adding: "I hope a little tyme will bring account of his bei:Jg handsomely 

provided for as a reward." 1 Lord I.ovat himself wrote in his characte rist ic 

manner to Lord Strathnaver :-

"I con6fatu.lat your lorr lship of the glorious and great reception the Earl of 

Sutherland had at London. The Duke of ~Ialborow, 2 sccretarys of state, all 

the squacl rone, and maney English nobility came t o Yisit him to Li s own house, 

and he is t o h:n·e great rcw:~nl s for Lis services, and what I ha\·e done is only 

to be rewarded according as his lonhhip represents my services, wlli rh gives me 
good hopes." 2 

As the same letter intimates that Lord Loyat's remission had passed the 

great seal, Lis case 'l>a5 evidently favour,1bly considered. H is lordship, 

however, Ly uo means trusted to the earl's recommendations alone, but 

shortly afterwanls proceelled to London in person to sec that ltis merits w~re 

not overlooked. On the recommendation of the Earl of Sutherlaml, Lov<tt 

received the governorship of Inverness, and the command of an iudependent 

company. A paragraph, howeYer, inserted in the " rlying Post" stating that 

the appointmen t was maLlc in consideration of Lord Lovat's services in 

reducing of I nverness, gave offence to the earl, \rho sent to ask Lov::tt if tha~ 

1 Letter from ~Ir. Alexander I!oss, 20th 
March l i 1 G, in Sutherl:tn(l Charter-chest. 
From t he same source we le:~rn th:~t during 
the earl's >isit t o London he narrowly 
esc:~ped a. f:lta.l accident. As t he boatme n 
were going throu~b London Bridge, where 
some scaffoldings h:~J been put up for the 

rep:-.ir of the arches, they, not knowing of the 
erections, st ruck upon them before they were 
aw:~re , ":~nd h:~ · l n c :~ r been all oversett. But 
God almighty, I hope, b33 reserved him to 
better us~s." 

~ Letter, dated 3J April 171 6, vrr l. ii. of 
this work, p. 21:!. 
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paragraph was inserted Ly his ortlcrs. This J,ovat denied 11po11 oath, but 

i t \Yas found to have Lecu giH:n in by Alexander }'raser, one of his 

dependants. Lor1l Lont \Yas then askcll to set the matter right by a letter 

under his O\Yn hand, to which he made some demur. The progress of the 

quarrel, and Lord J,ovat's interrupted clue! with Sir ·william Gordon; as also 

the duel between :L\fajor Cathcart and l\Ir. Gordon of Ardoch, in which 

Cathcart was killed and ?~h. Gordon severely wonndecl, will all be found fully 

related in a long letter by ~Ir. Alexander n oss,l the carl's agent, and ne.ed 

not be here enlarged on. After this the correspondence between the earl 

and Lord Lovat lost its corJiality, nnll soon ceased. 

F or the carl's services to the king and go,·crument he was appointed 

one of the twelve knights brethren of the most ancient .md most noble 

order of the Thistle.2 S•) much was the earl in favour that his agent wrote, 

"The earl is in that esteem with the king as to be refused nothing he askes." 

The earl soon afterwards received from the treasury a pension of £1000 

sterling a year, while his son, Lord Strathnaver, was granted a similar 

p ension of £ :.100 a year out of the cbamberlainry of Ross. The earl also 

r eceived a gift of the admiralty of Orkney.3 

·while the earl's own alTair:; were thus prospcrin~. he was at this time 

appealed to for aid by scYeral of his fri ends, who, having joined the Jacobite 

cause, had suffered in consequence. The mosb prominent of those "·ho thus 

applied to the earl was the ?~Iarqnis of Huntly, whose submic;sion bas already 

been referred to. After th e earl left for London, the marquis, in April 1 il 6, 

was confined in Edinburgh castle, whence be \\Tote entreating the earl to 

concur with his friends at court that he migltt get liberty to go home upon 

1 Vol. ii. of this work, pp. 216-220. 
2 Original nomination, 22d June 1716, in SuthcrbnJ Ch:~rter-ches t. 

3 Letter of Alex:mJe r Ross, LonJon, 9th J une I i 16, ib id. 
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bail till be got his rtmi.s:;ion, allll al.;o to get the garrison removed out of hi.:; 

house, where his family were, and where hi .> wife must stay while he v;as in 

prison, since she was soon to come to Scotland. H e concludes: "Since volun

tarly I surrendered my sclfe to your lordship at the kiug's mercy to coutinw 

til f:u dcr orders, I hope that \Yil bee a snt11cient proof J always intend to I iv 

like a good suuject for the fntmo uy giving proofs of my loydty :lllll gratitude 

to so gratius a king and government." 1 T!Jis appeal was successful, aud at 

the carl's interce~sion the m::trquis was pardo;1cd and l1is estates restored. 

Another persou who applied for the carl's good offices was Robert, fourth 

I .ord Rollo, who had surrendered to the earl, anu now reqnested his iuflucnce 

to procure that he shoulLl nut Lc traHspor tcd to Carlisle to be triec1 .2 H e 

was ul timately panloncd. TiohcrL, I.onl Dnrlcigh, also appealed for a repre

sentation of his case to the goYernment, and his plea was su~·portcd Ly a 

letter from the Earl of Uothes.3 A request of a. different kind carne from 

J ohn, fifth Yiscount of Arbuthnott, the earl's nephew, who asks his help 

againsL some em·ious ueighLours, who were using their interest at court to 

take tbe town of Bcn'i.c out of his bauLls, which he claimed had been under 

the authority anJ command of his fJ.mily "these many ce nturies and years 

bypast." H e desires the earl to get an order from the ki ng anu council for 

naming certain fri endly judges of the poll tax, which woulJ very much 

disappoint his enemies' designs upon his town.4 

I u the end of the :·car 171 G King George the First revisiteu H anover, 

aud halted some time at Gohrc, \vh cre the earl, "\\'liO was then at the H ague, 

proposcJ to pay him a visit. To this effect he wrote to l.L Uobethon,5 and 

also to secretary Stanhope, 'rho both gave him the same answer that there 

1 Letter, dated Edinburgh Castle, Sth )[ay ' Letter, l Sth June 1 il 6, in Sutherland 
1716, in Sutherland Charter-chest. Charter-chest. 

2 Vol. ii. of t his work, p. ~15. 
3 I bid. p. Zl 4. ' Yo!. ii. of this work, pp. C6-6S. 
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was not room for him at Gi.•hre, the house being fuJi, ' '"hile more guests were 

expected. :Mr. ~tanhopt:·, howt:ver, adtled :-

" lf your lordship doth not tra-.-ell nry fast, by that time y0u hare seen the Duke 
of York, nnd t•aiu your respects to the young J·riuce, the mo~t lovely ant! promising 
child iu l:uropc, his majesty ,\"ill l·e at lbuon r, whrre you will be sure uf such a 
reception as a most dutyfull servant lll:lY expect from a prince perfectly well appri!;cu 
of yon r great sen· ices." 1 

F rom a letter to the kin£, in :\larch of the followillg year, we learn th at 

he was then in London, 1ut much affiicted with the gout, which prennteLl 

active service. He, l10wever, writes to repeat the ad,·ice he had gi,·en the 

king two years before, to dismi5s from the army such as w·cre disaffected t o 

the government, and of \vhom he maintained th ere " ·ere still too many.2 

The result of this aLlvice is not known, though the carl's unimpeachable 

loyalty and zeal for the house of IIanon:r g:.n-e his opinions weight. At a 

later date in the same year the carl ''"as still snO'ering from the same malady 

which prevented. him from I•etsonally congratuln.ting the king on the anni

versary of his curonation.3 

In the following year, 17 18, the earl receiveJ a special mark of the royal 

favour-the augmcnt~•tiou of his armorial bearings. I n the royal warrant the 

king states that it had been reprcsentcJ to him that the Earl of Sutherland 

was lineally descended from ·w illiam, Earl of Sutherland, and Lady 1-Iargaret 

Bruce, second tlaughtcr of nobert the Tir~ t. king of Scotland. F or tltis 

reason, and in remembrance Of the earl's services at tJte reYolution, and also 

of his "great and signal services " in the recent rebellion, the king authorised 

tbe Lyon-king to add to the earl's paternal coat-of-arms" the double tressure 

1 Let te r, dated 21st Octobe r 171G, addressed to t he Earl of Sutherland at the Ha£ue, in 
Sutherland Charter-chest. 

2 Letter, dated 19th ~larch I i l G-17, YO!. ii. of th is work, pp. 20-30. 
3 Letter, dateu 21st Octobe r I 'i 17, ibid . p. 30. 
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circonflcur-de-lize." 1 T n terms of this warrant Sir Alcxauuer .Arcs kine of 

Cambo duly mn.triculatcLI the carl's arms with the adllitiou.~ The earl then 

ordered two copies of the ],lazon, "the one to keep in a frame, awl another tu 

coppy off the armcs to putt upon my char iot, which I cannot get done for 

want of it." I ncidentally the carl denounces the peerage-writer, George 

Crawford, for selling hi ::; books incomplcte.3 

TowarJs the end of this year, 171 8, the cad was again \Yarned to be 

active on behalf of his country. H e wa.:; vice-aumiral of the islaucls of 

Orkney and Sbethml, allll as snch he was rcqnired, in t erms of an order in 

council, dated 16th December, to seize anLl secu re all ships and vessels 

belonging to th e subjects of t.hc Kiug of Spain, with their goods and cargoes, 

and all marin ers, subjects of the said king.4 That order was called forth by 

au outburst of act iYity on the part of the J acobitcs. They had received 

enconragement and assistance f rum Spain, whence a small force sailed shortly 

after this date, and lan Lled at Stnrnoway iu the Lewis. The Knls of Tulli

bardine and :\larisehal, with the younger brother of the latter, were the 

prineipallcaders of this expedition, anu, as is \Yell known, they were worsted 

in au engagement in the ' 'ilds of Gleushiel on 11th of J uue 171 ~. 

followed by the surrender of the Spaniards to General Wightman. The 

military movements which led to this result will be more fully ref0rred to in 

the next memoir, an•l in these the Su therland meu were actively engngecl 

along with the royal forces.5 In a letter to :Monsieur Tiobethon, a few 

1 \\'arrant, dated Kensington, 14th July 
1718, vol. iii, of this work, p. ~~0. From 
wh at has been stated in a previous part. of 
t hi3 work ou the alleged descent from the 
Princess ~Iarg:ue t Bruce, it will be see D 
t hat the narrative of t he grant of arms is 
inaccu rate on that particular point . 

2 Ensign armorial, 24th X o•ember 1719, 

ibid. pp. ~:!!, ~~~. 

3 Lett~· r to ~Jr. Aleunder Ross, iu Suther
land Charter-chest. 

4 Origino.l order, dated I Sth December 
1i IS, ibid. 

6 J..,tter, dat ed ~Iarlborongh Street, 19th 
June 1719, vol. ii. of this work, p. GS. 
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days after the LattJe of G leushiel, the earl eongratubted him on the 

success of the kiug's forces against the rebels upon the Pretender's birthday, 

anJ informs l1im tl1at there were no highlanders present with the king's 

forces, but some of his own men, and a few of the ~lonroes. "They behaved, 

as I coulJ have wished, to the approbation of the gcnerall n.nd everybody 

else." The earl also takes the opportunity of requesting sottlething for him

self. H e significantly says : "~lr. Addison is deaJ, and his po:;t of teller in 

the exchequer wouhl make me easic." This was Joseph Addison, the 

famous writer in the " Spectator." The earl ndds that there was dne him a 

year and a half of his small salary a;; a lonl of lJOlice. On the same date 

he wrote in similar terms to Charles, Earl of Sunderland, ami J ames, Earl of 

Stanhope. ~l. Tioucthou, in his answer, somewhat sharply informs the 

earl that ::.Ir. AdJison had not been one of the fonr tellers of exchequer, and 

wonders he eoulJ have fallen into such a mistake, while he expresses regret 

that his lordship's scn·ices should be so ill rewarded, and congratulates him 

on the defeat of the reuels, and that his men behaved so wel J.I The earl, 

however, lJressed his claims on the cour t for some further appointment. In 

this he was befriended by the Duke of :'lloutrose, then at llanover, who, in 

one of his letters, declares his eager desire to serve the earl, addin~ : " I am 

entirely of your lordship's opinion that it would Le most for the service of the 

government that people of quality, whose sen·ices are confest by every body, 

should be first taken notice of." 2 H e bad previously in timated to the earl 

that he hatl delivered his memorial to the king, and to Lord Stanhope, but the 

latter, while speaking of the earl with the greatest respect, could not bold 

I Letter, d:~.ted H:~no,·er, July 16-5, lil9, 
in Sutherbnd Charter-chest. 

2 Lette r, dated Hanover, :!Jst August n.s. 
1719, ibid. The duke :~lso states that his 

m:~ojesty is in perfect good be:~Itb, " and 
walks when he goes :1. shootin6, :1~ ii he 
had not h:~If the number of years upon 
him that he has." 
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out hopes of his gctt inci D a.Yenport's regiment, which in fact had since l •ec u 

disposed of l1y the l o r~l - lieutenan~ of I relanc1.1 The duke \\TOle later in 

reference to the r•nl'~ applicat ion for the post of a ).fr. H yde. \\Th nt that 

was is not stated , but he " -rites that T.ord StnnholJe a]•])JOYcLl of th e carl's 

project, and would lose no time in 1·roposing it to the king, as he \Yas just then 

going to H arenhauscn to h i~ maje,ty.2 The earl was afterwards nssm cd, 

both by the D uke of ).[ontrosc ami Ly ). I. Tiobe thon, that the appli cation 

h ad been duly made en his behalf, Lut that his majesty haJ given no positive 

answer, only sayi ng that he thongl1 t the post was of uo importance, and 

might be suppressed. Lord Sunderland, who was shortly ex pectecl, would 

determin e the k ing's mimP There is, however, no evidence thnt th e carl at 

this time received an y appointment , except that in the following January 

he was made a privy councillor. 

D uring the n ext few years lit tle is recorded of the enrl's doings. H e was, 

in April 1 72.::! , elec ted one of the reprcsen tatin peers for Scotland and 

attended faithfully to h is dut ies in the house of lords. 4 H e was evident ly 

in Loudon when he received the following letter, which gin s a sufficien tly 

graphic picture of the state of the country causeu by the disorL1ers arisiug 

from the rebellion. It also shows how the friends of order were disabled 

Ly the disarming act :-

"My lord, ever since the rebell ions, Camerons of Locharkai~, l\far:kcnzics and 
otherd, thei,·cs and robers from the shires of. Im em cs :mJ l~oss , hal"e carycd away 

spreaths of catle out of the country in February and March las t, as I then wrote to 
your lordship. They b l"e Leen st ill threatening us with more depredatious, wbil:h 
obliged us to k eep up a constan t watch, night and day, t o gnanl the passes 

1 Lett er, daten Han oYer, 3,1 ~ugnst 1; 1 !l, 
in Sutherb.r.rl Charter-ch es t. 

2 Let ter, 25th August 1 i I !l, i&id. The 
duke writes: " I am just gain:; t o diue with 
yonr friend, ~Iousit:ur ::i httlle mbourg, att his 

YOL. I. 

house." 
3 Letters, dated Han over, 2!lth August 

1il !l, ildd. 
~ l :obertson's Peerage Proceeding•, l'P• 

10 1, 102 ; vol. ii. of thi3 work , p. il. 
:: l 
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of Corrikeanloch in Shine;; at GJ. a nw.!t 1•r· r tli cm, :1. far greater charge to the 
country than the latHI tax. Thtl l: •JSS watch f,Jr mo~t part m:Hl•~ up of reLells or 
theiws like them;;cll cs auJ sufl"t.:r tLcm to ]'a>s to tlie crn.finC'S of thi-; country '' ithout 
molestation, or as StJUle s:~y Ly actual conc.;rt ur tonnivancc wit}, tllem. They 
march in small p:~rtie.'> of G, l :?, :?0, :~0 ami -10, wdl-arrnell mrn, an• I ~orne

times in a LoJy like the nhcks of WE-Itham in Englallll; anJ Lccausc of the act for 
security l'f the J •ea~c uf the bighLw•b, we nre not :~l!IJwctl the U3e uf f!re-nrrn;:, no, 
not in our nwn defence n;niust rcLcl!~, we are Yeric ill proviJetl to lllake rbi~tance 

&gainst them th:tt are so well arm'd ; Lut yet, with n few pcires scowr 'J up out of 
rust nnd nshes, we haYe hitherto by our dili;encc, p:~ins anJ charges, secnr\1 these 
pns~es nnJ gnanleJ the coHntry from their iu~nlts ; an•l jtH now I have 3 l ~ttcrs from 
Shiness sig11it}ing that last night there was hot tin.~ing on both side~, in wLirh one of 
the robber::; were kil\cJ an•l se,- ·~ ra\1 wonn<led, nml on om siJc only one wounderl. 
These l•an•liti will certainly interupt all droning of catlc this year, and so ruin the 
country." 

The \\Titer, therefore, at tl1c desire of several of the country gentlemen, 

begs the earl to procure n. warr:mt to Brigadier l'reston to send guard:; from 

the regiments at luverness nn.-l F ort- \\"illiam to escort the drovers through 

the bills of Ross, l nYcruess, Dndenoch and Atholl, and to allow his Jeputy

lieuteunnts to arm small pnrties to go nlong with the dro1·ers. He also 

makes complaint against some of the country gentlemen referred to, for the 

constant encroachments ruade by them on the earl's property. They looked 

upon the earl's lanJs, grazings, woods, forests and fishings as common 

property, d~mrmcleJ services from his tcu:mts, and swore to take revenge 

upon the writer, if he in any way hinJ~:red their passage or the pasture of their 

cattle on the mains of Dunrouin. As an instance of his difficulties, he says:-

" I harl a busle 3 week a~o with Sir J ohn Conlon and his brother about a mil
ston fur the miln of Gol>py I took from the quarry of EmLo. BcsiJe::; your lurdahip'::; 
other right, as that rptarry is within tLe ~ea mark, I mantaiucJ that the I•r••perty of it 
was more yonr JorJships, as lorJ of regality anJ aJmiral, than Sir J ohn's, whose runrch 
goes no farther t h:-~n his pl tJugh or the shoar at furthest. I took the ston by fvrce, fur 
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which he "·ill sue me criruin,1lly, as he sap ; tLc miln shall want another ston 
::-horll,r, (I) Jl''"t. tl:crcfnrr iutrcd fvr yonr I•Jr .J ~hip's orLlcrs anJ further information of 
your ri~ht to t hat quarry, wl1crc your· miL:ton~ were nh ays got for ages pa<;t memory. 
Poor Thomas Knight wa~ ~ligh tly Inn t on this occ1~i•m, auJ as he was yesterday 
burryed, some woul\1 nttril.m tc hi~ dcatL to that accident." 1 

The earl, n alre:vly indicatell, passell a comparatively uneventful life 

during the n ext few yer,r.s, but in August 1 7'27, after remaining a wid0wer 

for npwarJs of twenty years, he wan ieu, as L.i;; thirJ wife, a lady described 

as ,, Dame Frances Tr:lvell, Will•JW anu relict of Sir John Tranll, knight, 

deceased." Their maniage-coutract is dated 11th August 17'27.2 Shortly 

after his marriage the earl was obliger] to leaYC his wife and j ourney from 

London to E Lliuburgh; one cousec1uence of \Yhich was the writing of EeYeral 

affectionate letters to him Ly the countess, which will be found in another 

Yolume of this work.3 The reason of the earl's auscnce was app:nently his 

attendance at an election of representn.ti,·e peers, which took place when a 

new parliament wa~ summoneJ after the accession of King George tlw 

Second. In the expectation of a great struggle for yotcs the earl writes to 

Prince Frederick, asking his influence with the queen to support his interest.1 

H e 'ns one of the peer~ elected on '2 0th September 1 i'27 ,5 but was prevented 

· from walking -with the other members of the house of lortls at the king's 

coronation. H e was disabled Ly the gout, and rece:iwd a formal warrant 

excusing his absenee.6 H e wrote, howe~·er, to Sir n obert \Yalpole, reminclillg 

that statesman of his services, aud expressing a hope that he would be 

remembered in the new establishment.7 The earl also wrote to J olm, second 

1 Letter from David Ross, Jaterl. Dunrobio, 
::!Oth June 17:::!3, in Sntherland Ch:1rter-chest. 

2 Original contract, ibid. 

3 Vol. ii of this work, pp. 227 -23-!. 
4 28th July li27, ibid. pp. 3::?, 33. 

~ I:.obertson 's Peerage ? roceerl ings, pp. 122, 
125. 

6 Warrant, 9th October 1727, >ol. ii. of 
this work, p. 34. 

7 Letter, dated 27th September 1727, 
iZ,id. p. 71. 
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D uke of Argyll, informing l1im of his own election as a l' ;)presenbtive peer, 

and of his t,rranJsnn's elect ion as memher of p:-~.rliament fnr Sutherland. He 

r equested the duke's as!;i:>lance if any question arose about Lord Strathnaver's 

election, in consequence of the resolution of parli:uncnt tl1at peers' elJest 

sons coulJ not sit in the house of commons, \rhich, howc1·er, the e::td 

thought did not apply in this case, as Lord Strathn:1xer was his grandson. 

The earl further requests the lluke to pr0ss his cbitllS, so that in framing the 

establishment be should be particularly taken care of, aml that others 1vho 

had ventured nothing for the government shoulJ not be put on a better 

footing than himself.l The clnke meanwhile wrote that he was extremely 

glad the earl had brougl1t Lord Strathnaver into parliament, that he might 

depend on what sen·ices he could render, ::tnd that the sooner both IYere at 

London the better, as ::t man's absence 1\':J.S generally a disadvautage to l1im 

at court.2 

About tbis time also tile earl presented a petition to the house of 

commons reciting all his sen·ices as alreauy detailed, and pressiug f,Jr the 

payment of a sum of£ l :iOO sterling, arrears of money due to him.3 He had 

received, during the comse of the rebellion, the sum of £1 000,4 and it was 

also found on investigation that the sum of £2000 ktd been allowed in the 

treasury accounts, and app:uently disburseJ by the earl. Of this sum he 

receiveJ a discharge withont accounting,5 but what result attended the 

petition for the £1500 of surplus expenses is not known. The earl also 

1 Edinburgh, 23,1 Xovernber 1 i::!7, vol. ii. 
of th is work, p. i:2. 

~ Sndbrook, Xonmber 13th (lj:::!j ], in 
Sutherland Ch:l rter-chest. During the six 
months or more, previous to his election as 
member for Sutherland, Lord Strathnaver 
b ad been abroad. His grandfathEr had 
t:lken much interest in his J•rogres3, a nd cor-

responded with Frederick, Prince of \\'ale~ , 

on his behalf, as will he more fully rdated 
in his memoir. 

3 Copy l'etitioo, in Sutberbod Charter· 
ches t. 

~ Receipt, ~brch 15, 1715-16, il,id. 

5 Discharge, lOth :\Lly 17~7, i6id. 
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petitionc• l the k iug, rcfcrriug to a mc mo1 ia1 he had vrescuteJ to tb c late King 

Georg~ ~11e l"i•·~L, in wLich iJL:_ ~. eque.;teJ a dtartcr of "ccrtaiu bmh lyi ng 

upon Delaware Bay in .. Amcrk:1, commonly calle•l the three lo,,·cr counties," 

which uelongecl to the crown. lie 110\\' besought a defini te aUS\\·er to this 

petition, wl1ich had been referred to the attorney and solicitor-general.l No 

1euefit accrucLl to the carl frorn this grant, ;l!Hl l1is grandson aftcnrartls com

plained that their attempts to acquire the right to the three lower counties 

had cost t he family a consider.tble sum of tuoncy. 

The earl, ho\\'eYer, uot,,ithsh11ding his di;;appoiutment at th e \rant of 

compensatiou for his services, was a staunch supporter of the IlaHOYerian 

dynasty, and of the govermnent. Thus, when owing to a vacancy in the 

number of rPprcsentJtivc peers, the Earl of Crawford was proposerl, the 

government reli ed upon the Earl of Sutherland's support. The Duke of 

N ewcastle wrote him to this effect, aucl the earl at once promiscu com

pliance. From his reply we leam that his gout aucl other infirmities had 

i ncreased, and in cousideration of these he requests a special fa Your:-

"I entreat your grace may sp.:ake to the kin~ that I may hare liberty to gue 

from hence through the p:<rk in my coach a~ I haJ. formerly, as I have orders to pro

duce umlc r your grace and. the LorJ. Yisc0tmt Tmmshcmls hands, an•l my state of 

health an rl my ,,·ife's not bearing the })ltiug upon the stones, whid1 prevents our 

paying our duty to the king aut! queen as wee incline." 2 

The earl was then rcsiJing at Chelsea. The grt:at statesman, Sir Tiobert 

\Y_alpole, whose measures the earl haJ almost uniformly supported, calcnlated 

on his concurreuce to the last. The following briefletter, >rritten only a few 

weeks before the earl's death, evidences this fact:-

"MY LoRD,-There being bussiness appuiu teJ in the house of lorJs on Thursd?Y 

1 Draft petition, iu Sutherbnd Ch:~rter-cbest. 
~ Letter, d :~ted !:lth December, :~nd the c:~rl'~ reply, 1Oth December 17 31, i bid. 
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next, I be:5 your lordship will gi>e your ~elf the trouble to attend that day. I am, 
y, itL g•- "-t re~i ·Cd , ul.) lu:·tl, you r lord;Lips IJO~t obc<li~nL LumLle scrvuut, 

TI. 1r.UPOLE.1 

The carl had now reached the ago of scvcuty-t wo, !Jut he retained his 

mental acth;ty to the clo;;c of l1 is life, as is show11 by the following letter to 

his law-agent, :;\Ir. Al exander l~oss , about six months before his death:-

"CHELSEA, 5 Jauu:1ry [ 17 33]. ~ of the dork aft ernoon.-Sir, my sen-ant, J uLn 
Gordon, hal'in~ ;;oue off Thursd:l): last, and carietl \':ith him a n ·pcatiug watch, a gold 
hiltcd sword, a haukuote of tweuty £, an•l a gull! snuf bc·x val nc•l att forty gniueas, rtnd 
20 guineas he borowcd in my II.Hne from Georf:C Gonion, the piriwig r11aker; ~o you'll 
send aml cause it be :vlwerti:;~d in the 'Ereuing Po~t' thi3 ni~ht, with a rcwarJ of ~0 
guineas to any that v.ill secure him. He i3 twenty-tire ye:~r o!J, poc-J•ititl, six foot 
high, :~nd of a dun complcxiou. You 'II take tlw most expetlitiou~ way to write to all 
postmaster[s] on the post ron.tl betwixt this and Han>ige and Deall, is all from, sir, 
your huruul~ sermnt, SuTnEr.t.-I.:SD. "~ 

The portrait of this fifteenth earl, which is preserved at Dunrobin, repre

sents him as a tall and handsome figure. Iu the works of Thomas TickeD, a 

minor poet of the time, the carl is referred to, and the verses may be quoted:-

" As l\In.r !Jis round one momiu;; took, 
\Yhom some call carl, ami some call du ke, 
And his Dew brethren of the blade, 
SLi~·'riJJg \Yilh fear n.ml fro~t, su rvey'd; 
Ou Perth's b!eak hills he chane'd to spy 
An aged " izard six foot high, 
With bristled Lair and vi.<n.gc blighted, 
Wall-eyed, bare hn.unche<l, and second sighted. 
The grizly sage in tlwugbt profouud 
Beheld the ch ief with back so ruu nd, 
Then roll'J his eye-bn.Ils to and fro 
O'er his p:~t~rual hills of suow, 

I Letter, 21st ::'.lay 1733, in SutherlanJ. Charter-chest. 2 Letter, ibid. 
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And int·J th e~e trcmem!Mt~ sperehcs 
I :rnl:e f"rth the propbet without breeches. 

In vain thy h<ls around thee b::~n dy, 

Iuilam'u with L:~gpipe anrl with brandy. 
Duth not bohl Sutherland tl1c tru ~ty, 

" 'ith !teart so t rue aud voice so rusty, 
A loyal soul, thy troops :~ !!'r ight, 

While l w::~rsl'ly he deman ,l.-; the fi ght 1 
Do'st thou uot gcn'rous Tby dread 
The bravest haml, t he \\. i,;est he::~d I 
Und:~unt c,l do'st thou hear tlH; :~]arms 

Of hoary Atht>l sheath\] in :m ns ? t 
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The earl died ('.t Chelsea on 2ith June 17 33, and in the following October, 

letters of adm inist rat ion of hi s estate were issueJ in favour of !tis grandson, 

·william, s ixteenth E arl of Sutherl and, and his two dau~hter~, J ean, Lady 

l\Iaitland, aml Lady H elen SutherlauJ. 

J ohn, fift eenth }:arl of Sutherland, was thrice married, fi rst to H elen, 

second daughter of \ lilliam, L orJ Cochrane, who diet! aLout the year 1 G~O; 

secondly, to Latly Catherin e Talmash, \Yiuow of J ames, Lord D oune, who 

died about 1 i 05 ; and thinlly, to D ame F rances Travell, \vidow of Sir J ohn 

Travell, who also predeceased him at Chelsea about :l Oth D ecember l i 3::l . 

H e ltaJ issue, by his fi rst wife only, one son ::mel three daughters :-

1. Willi:tm, Lor•l Stwthnaver, of whom a memoir follows. 
1. Lru1y J can, who married, contract dated 31st August 17 02, J ames, Lord 

?>faitlan rl, clclest son of J ohn, fi ft h Earl of Lauderdale. Tle died in 1 i O~ . 

They had one J aughter, J ean, wh o marri ed, in 1 i:? G, Sir J ames Fcrgusonn 
vf Kilkcrran, D,tronet, anJ !tau issue.2 In 1 i Ol .:.\Ir. Ch::~rl es l:i oss, wri ter 

I "Imitat ion of the !Jrophccy of .:\ ereus." 
[Works of the most Celebrat e•! ~lint> r Poe ts, 
e,I. l74!J, vol. ii. pp. 1SJ. J S3.] 

2 Dischar~;e by J ohn, Earl of Lauderdale, 

to J ohn, Earl of Sntherbml, for 'iOOO merks 
Scots as part of tocher, ,Jatetl l Sth J une 1703 , 
in Sutherland Charter·ch es t. 
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in EJinhurgh, 'l'l"rotc, "I ha>c advanced to your lonb!tip's d:~ughtcr, Lady 
Jc:m, am! her ~i.,tcr, fourtic two pounrls sterling, and ohtainc(l h~r J.vly~IJip's 
It·ccijJt tLc rc!orc. Y uun;:- huli•'S must h:wc, if all should want, uor Jo I 
know h·m· >'•Jon they may Atand in necJ of more money." I 

2. L :Ldy Helen, who JicJ, umuarrieJ, at Ho~sdhu, I 0 th :::eptcmber 17-1 D. 
3. A tlaug!tta, \Y ho JieJ youn;; in 1 GSG, wLo~c name is uuknowu. She i~ 

r efeirt"!Ll to in a letter from the Duke of GorJou in that year. 
1 Letter, £, \inbnrgh, 1Cth September 1701, in Suthedand Cbarter-chcst. 
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XVTTT.- ·wruLur. I.or.n Srr.ATHXA ,-Er.. 

KATllEI:r~E ~Ior:Isox (Pr.ESTOXGRA .. '\GE), LAuY STr.ATIIXAVEP.. 

1653-1720. 

1~JILLIA::.I , Lord Stratlmaver, the son of J ohn, fift eenth Earl of 

V \ Sutherland, and H elen Cochrane, his first wife, was born in 

Decem1er l 683, and his parents were congratulated on tlw event 1y the 

Marquis of Iluntly.1 From l GS 3 to 1703, while his father was known as 

Lord Strathmwer, he receind the courtesy designation of ::.raster of Strath

naver. Little has been discovereJ of the maste r's early life. In October 

17 00 he was in Edin1urgh, whence, on the 19th of that mouth, he set out 

for London, where his father was at the time, ::md to save ex1•ense, travelled 

by a coach "·hich had :nrind frow Loudou, and v.-as now re:turning thither. 

The family lrn...--agent in Edinburgh saw the master away, and wrote to 

LorJ Stratlmaver wishing him a happy meeting ·with his son, \rho was 

"healthful! and j ovial \vhen we parteJ with him," but he ::tdLls that J ean, 

Coantess of SutherlanJ, his grandmother, was "much dissatisfied " -.;rilh his 

j onrney.2 

In l\Iarch 17 03, his father having succeeded to th e earltlom of Sutherland, 

William, ::.raster of .Strathnaxer, acquired the courtesy title of LorJ Strath

naver, by which designation he conti uueJ to be. kao\m till his death. H e 

\Vas, on 5th August 170!, appointed a commissioner of supply for tl1e shire 

of Sutherlaml,3 Four months previous to this date he entered the army, 

and, although only then twenty years of age, commanded a regiment. 

Tlus regiment, however, »as aftenvards much reduced 1y a· draught made 
1 I !Jth December 1653, vol ii. oi t his work, p. ! GO. 
2 Letter from )Ir. R oss, dated l!Jth October 1 ; uo. in Sutherlantl Charter-chest. 
3 Act3 of the Farliamei•ts of Scotland, vol. xi. p. 150. 

VOL. I. 3 A 





370 WILLIAJf, LORD STRATIL\'.A n:r.. 

from it , to recruit others, prol>a.'L•Iy fvr .1\Iarll>orough's campaigns.1 A year 

htcr it v;:ts rcpo1 tell that the n!girneut was to be given to the Marquis of 

Tu.llib:Hdiuc, nilll that to this, tlte Duke of ;\.rgyll, who was commissir;ncr to 

parliament, had given his approYal. The Earl of Sutherland, \vhile he 

did not credit the story, "-role to the Duke of Argyll on the sHbjcct,2 

calling it a "squib," aud an attempt to injure the duke, and to influence 

politics. The earl abo wrote to the Duchess Dowager of Argyll, to whom he 

says:-" \ \ree have the misfortune in this poor kingdome to have few places 

and many pretenders, soe that of course the greatest part who aim att prefer

ments must be JisouleiJgetl." 3 The res ult as to the regiment has not been 

ascertained. 

Lord Strathnaver was not long in public life wl1en, under a family 

arrangement, his father maJe over to him and his heirs the Sutberlaud 

estates and the honseholLl plenishing at Dunrobin, himself retaining the life

rent of the house and castle of Dunrol>iu.4 The earl placed his son iu 

immediate possession of so much of the unpaid rents of the year 170-! as 

would amount to ten thousanJ merks. This arrangement was made by 

the earl "to encourage and help our said sone to pay our debts." 

At the close of 1706 LorJ Stratbnaver was again appointed a commis

sioner of supply.5 On lOth :Kovember 1 i Oi he was made a buq;ess of 

Forres.6 A year l:l.t~;r the elections fur the first parliament of Great Britain 

took place, when he was chosen to represent Dornoch, but his election "·as 

afterwards annulletl by the house of commons, on the ground that being 

1 Letter, dated 29th .\ pril 1704, printed 
in The Earls of Cromartie, vvl. i. pp. !!33, 
234. 

2 Vol. ii. of this work, p. 200. 
3 Ibid. p. 201. 
' Original Assignation, dated 4th October 

1705, in the Sutherlantl Charter-ches t. The 
debts amouuted to £83, 56 1 Scots. 

6 Acts of the Parl iaments of Scotland, 

voL .ti. p. :J l 9. 
8 Burge•s tickd in Sutherl:wJ Charter

chest, 
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the eldest son of a peer he was incapaLle of sitting in that house. This 

Jecisiun was iu acconlanco with the practice observed in the parliament of 

Scotland previou-; to the Union. 

Lord Stratlmaver's regiment, along with several others, was, in 1708, 

ordered to be largely increased by recruiting to aid in repelling a threatened 

J acobite invasion from France. But, a'l is well known, the _French expeJition 

was a failure. It saileJ up the Forth, but faileJ to obtain a landing there 

or at Inverness, and the enterprise was abandoned. 

The regiment of Lord Strathnaver, along with that of Colonel .\Jexander 

Grant, was then ordered to :Newcastle, and arriveJ there about the middle of 

October 1708. But we learn from a treasury minute, and other sources, 

that the men were intended for foreign serYice, though this was kept a secret, 

to preYent desertions. They were seut to tlte Nether lands, where the Duke 

of Marlborough was then directing the war against France, but Lord Strnth

uaver was not permitted to accompany his regiment, which was placed under 

the command of Colonel Graut. This is noted in a letter of the period : 

"Grants and Strathnavers regiments have Ol'Llers to embark for H olland 

immediatelie. The last is to stay, and Gmnt commands .both regiments." 1 

Lord Stratlmaver appears to have suffered disappointm ent at the uepriva

tion of the command of his regiment., and made some effort to effect a change. 

The Earl of Sunderland, writing to the Earl of Sutherland, nearly a month 

previous to the embarkation of the regiments, says, " Yon may depend always 

upon everything I can do towards serving your lordship or any Lody that 

belongs to you, and I shaH write to my Lonl :Jiarlborongh iu relation to my 

Lord Stratlmaver'.;; pretentious." 2 But these efforts were not successful. 

1 Letter, Sir James :'.Iackeuzie, Lord Royston, t o George, Earl of Cromartie, dated 30th 
Xovember li OS. The Earls of Cromartie, vol. ii. p. 79. 

2 Letter in Sutherland Charter-chest. 
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I,ord Strathn,n·cr heltl \'arious appointments from his father, amongst 

others those of aJJniral-tlcpute, awl 'uailie-ucpute of the regality of Suther

land. In the latter capacity he was concerned in a criminal process of 

some importance directed against Donald Mackay of Eriboll. The case 

turn ed ont a protracted and troublesome one, and cost Lord Strathnaver 

much auxicty aJHl expense. The indictment against ::.\Iackay was that of 

inflicting torture in one instance, and committing acts of oppression in nine 

other cases bebvcen November 1708 and }'ebruary 1711. It set for th that 

Mackay haJ "beatt and bangcLl" Neil Down ·with his hands and feet, 

am!, when Down attempted to escape, with the assistance of his servants, 

brought him back, took him to a barn or kiln at his house, and, stripping 

him to the shirt, causeJ him to be tied tightly about the waist and arms, 

with small c orJ~, by which he hung him up "to the balk or cupple" of 

the kiln till the following day. Down was then "all swelleJ, strained, 

and disabled, so as for some consiJerable tyme he was not able to speak." 

Apparently alarmed lest he should die in their hands, ::.\Iackay and his· 

servants now threw the unfortunate man "cross over a horse with creills," 

and so conveyed him to his own house, some miles distant, in cold and 

tempestuous we[lther, where he lay for a lengthened period in a critical 

condition. The other charges ag[linst ::.\fackay were of a less serious n[lture, 

such as seizing cattle and other arbitrary acts. 

\\hen the case was brought into court, ::.\Iackay objected first to the 

right of jurisdiction, and also to Lonl. Strathnaver's competency as a judge. 

These o1jcctions were repelled, the first by the statement that the \vhole 

lands in Sutherland had above one hundred years before been erected into a 

regality. Lord Strathnaver decided that the first part of the indictment, if 

provetl, was relevant to infer punishment and damages, and the other portions 

to infer fine and imprisonment; but when the case carne on for trial before a 
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jnry, the witnesses n1JsenteJ. themseh ·c.>, nolwilhslanJ.iug \'arions adjourn

ments awl sumwo11ses issucu to compel their attendance. Meanwhile ::\Iackay 

carried the matter to the court of justiciary by a pet ition of advocation 

for sisting proceediugs in the regality court, but the result of the appeal has 

not ueen ascertaine(l.l During the progress of the case in October aud 

N ovember 1711 , LorLl Strathnaver sustained an accident to his foot, "·!tidt 

preventeu hiiU t ra\·elling to Euinburgh, though his legal adviser, Mr. noss, 

was Yery anxious for his presence iu reference to that and other vexa tions 

legal business, of which the pa1 ticulars are uot statefJ.2 

D uring the remainder of Queen .Anne's reign Lord Strathuaver aiJpears 

lit tle in public affairs, his father anu he, as indicated in the previous memoir, 

living in cornp:nat ive reti rement. But \Yheu in .August 17 15 King George the 

First was proclaimed in EJ.inbmgh with great potnp anJ. ceremony, Lord 

Stratbnanr caused the proclnmation to be made in Innmess in the course of 

the same month. ..-\. J.escription of the ceremonial in Ediuburgh, as furnish ed 

by :Mr. no5s, who was present, is of some interest :-

"This serves to acquai nt your L•ml£hip that this morning at 1 aclock ane other 

express arrivetl with account of her maj esties haYeing dy~tl on Sunday morning- last, 

but to allay our grief in some measure it l•rought al>1ng with it a proclamatinn fur 

proclaiming- the king, of which I scn•l you r lordship a coppy. Thi~ day at l:! acloack 

the magistrats in their robe::l w~nt t o th t' cro~s, fullowell by the herault!~ null lyon 

deput in their rubes in the first phce, and next by a great confl.ucuce of the nobility 

(of whom the Duke of ::'>Iontrose was l~ad cr), jtHlgcs a11 •l other geutle!llcn of character, 

who went to a theatre prepared for that purp•"Jse, ant! my lord provost read ing, th e 

proclamation wa.s audibly proclaimed hy the lyon J eput, whil~ a Ya5t confluence of 

peopl~ received the same with lou•! huzza's anJ. acclamations of j oy. Our bells now 

ring, our gun.s roar, and I am hurried :11ray with some l10nest gentlemen to drink a 

heal th to our k ing and his son, the P rince of Wales. I don't doubt your lorJsh ip 

I T wo documents by the procurato r-fiscal of t he rl)gality court, in Suth~rland Charter-
chest. 2 Letter, 14th November 1711, ibid. 
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"Will not be diffic ient in publi5bing thi.s proclamation at the mercat cross of your 
melrupulitau '' iri1 tue Le~t ~ulcullliLy: uf whid1 \1 hell I rcceave account will procure it 
a place iu our Courant." I 

Lonl Stralhnaver did not attend the funeral of Lady J ean \Yemyss, 

Countess of Sntherb.rlll, his grandmother, which took place on 18th January 

171 5, in Edinburgh. H t:: was informed by an express message of the event, 

but as he then rcsiJed in Dornoeh, the distance from Edinburgh and the 

season of the year may have deterred him. :Jl r. n oss, iu writing to Lord 

StrathnaYer, leaves it to himself to consider "how farr it will be convenient 

for your lordship to come up at this tyme, since thereby your interest 

will not be a shilling bettered more than as it is now left, but on the 

contrary, be putt to a certain expence." The messenger was a person of 

the name of Bayn, in the employment of the laird of Little Torboll, to whom 

he \Yas being sent by a gentleman in Edinburgh. This gentleman was ready 

to l et him go, and :Jir. Tioss was urgent for him to go on the forenoon of the 

7th, the date of the letter, and also that be should leave behind him two 

spades wbich he was carrying north for his master, as they would impede his 

progress and rctarLl the affairs of Loru Strathnaver. But Bayn was in no 

hurry to take his departu re, nor would he consent to leave the spades. H e 

would wait for the Inverness post. Neither representations that the lette r 

required the greatest haste, nor the offer of a money reward, \\"Ould induce 

him to yield, and :Jlr. Tioss remarks in the letter, " I uo not know how it 

happens that I always find these li ttle scoundrells more ready to be careful 

of the affairs of the least cock-lainl in the countrey then of your lorJship; in 

which, I think, they should be discouraged." 2 By her settlement, the 

I Letter, dated 5th August 1714, in Sutherlant.l Charter-chest. This was t.lone a few tbys 
later. Letter, datet.l ~Gth August, ibid. 

2 Letter, dated 7th January 1715, ibid. 
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Countess of Sntberlan•l left tin bank .shares to Lord Stratlm:t\'er and his 

chi1dren.1 

In the course of lil5 Lord Strathmver asked for a gift of the chamber

lainry of Tios.s frum the crown, in succession to George, first Earl of Cromartie. 

H is father obtained the promise of it, and also of a pension of fi\·e hundred 

pounds sterling. But performance was long delayed, paymellt of the two 

gifts being refused nt the exchequer, for what reason docs not appear. 

X eith e: r a memorial to Sir Tiouert '\' alpole, nor a personal interview 'vhich 

the carl had ·with the king, was successful in obtaining tltem, and it was 

not Until november 1 il i, lllOrC than bYO yearS after tlteir bestowal, that 

the gifts were p:tssed by the barons of exchcquer.2 

nieanwLile Lorcl Strathnaver was actively eugaged in the service of his 

country. The loyalty anJ couspicuous efforts of the Earl of Sutherland 

during the ·whole of the rebellion of 1 i 15 have already been described 

in his memoir. It is therefore unnece~s:try here to do more th an follow the 

actions of Lord Strathnaver in the stirring events which took place. The 

probability of the Jacobite invasion aud of the rising of tl~ clans was 

formally announced to parliament on 20th July l i 15, but two dnys previously 

Sir Robert ~Iunro of Foulis wrote to Lord Strathna\'er for assistance in 

case he should be att<lCkeJ by the rebels. Sir Robert reminds his lordslt ip 

that his noble progenitors, in fonner times of threatened danger, rendered 

such assistance when solicited by the ~Iunros, and in "this tyme of imminent 

1 Lette r, Alexander Ross to Lady Stratb
naver, dated '; th February lil5, iu Suthe r
land Charter-chest. 

z On 1st Xovember 1717, :.Ir. Ros~ writes 
from London t o the Earl of Sutbcrla.nJ 
t hat be bad paiJ th tJ fees of the gift of 
cbamberbin ry, anJ mentions his brother, 
Robert Ross, at Taio, as a suitable deputy to 

act as collector, at a salary of fifty pounds. 
On the :!1st of the same month be writes to 
the earl: "l have presented my Lord .:Strath
oa.>er's gift of chamberla.inry, and got it 
passed, .and will proceed no iurther ttl! I hear 
from your lordship with respect to the 
naming of a deputy." [Letters in Suther!J.nd 
Charter-chest. ] 
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lw15anl, and seeming approaching stor m," Sir Rouert earnestly entrented and 

expecteu the like. The be::trer 9f the missive was to inform Lord Strath

naver of the intelli,;cuce of the designs of the rebds, and of the l'recautions 

taken both for his majesty's sen·ice and his own defence. Sir Robert 

de!"ired that his loruship \roulcl order such a number of the men of Suther

land as he deemed proper to be in rendiness to march to his assistance in 

Tioss when requi recJ.l 

Lord Strathnaver fortln>ith took steps to get together an armed force. 

Early in August he was engaged enlisting and assembling men, though 

there was great want of arms and ammunition. The :Jiunros, the Grants and 

the Tiosses \Yere mustered about the same time by thei r respective chieftains.2 

On the 13th of the following month Inverness was taken possession of by 

the rebels. On the ~Gth the Earl of Seaforth, in th e Pretender's name, 

required Sir Tivbcrt :Munro to deliver up to him his defensire \Yeapons. Sir 

l~obert refused to do this, garrisoned his house, despatched the remainder of 

his men, under the command of his son, Captain :\lunro, to keep the general 

rendezvous at the bridge of A.lness,3 and ad viseu Lord Stratlma ver of the 

proceedings. The Earl of Sutherland, as lord-lieuteunnt of the six northern 

e ounties, arrived at Dunrouin from London on the :;sth, and immediately 

d irected his attention to concentrating the forces within the bounds of his 

lieutenancy. The following letter, received by Lord Strathnaver from his 

father, appears to have ueen written just· at this time:-

" DEAR So::-t,-Forw::ml this with all expedition to my LorJ. Reay, :md seal it 
after reading. :Jiy seHice to Colonel H ugL ::'>Iaeky. Tell hlm anJ. the rest of the 
deputy lieutenants that I entreat of them to exert themsdres now, hopin~ it will put 

1 Letter, d:~.ted Foulis, 1 Sth July 1 i 15, 
in Suthe rland Charter-chest. 

2 Rae's History oi the Rebellion, p. 328, 
and footnote. 

3 Copy letter from Th omas Robertson, 
without a<1dress, d:~.t e<1 30th January 1716, 
"\""oL ii. of this work, p. 53. 
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nne en<l to tho matter. Write a letter to .i\Iackeruish and ~ Ir. Brodie to ha>e the 
St:alhully !1\Cll l"llltuall:,· J,rou;;ltt out, awl write to :Jir . .JI:~<:ky an•J Jvhn :Jiatheson 
nhout the Breachatt men. \r ri te J•articubr letters to nil the gcutlcmcn nearer you to 
express ther zeal att this ti me, anu to be all in the links nf Dorn o~ h by Teusrlay uext. 
You wold wri te to l\I r. I:.ohert Sinclair, Str:~tl tie, ancl all the Strnthna>er men; anu 
don' t forgett, since In>ercastlay does uvt think fit to come to me, to senLl l1i m by my 
gro0m, and two or three more.-! am, llear son, your most affectionate fathe r, 

"SocTHERLA::SD. 

"Send the Cnthnes l ~ttcr t•) Lengwall. I have been "IITitting till now since you 
left me, anu it is near twell'e acloack. Dear son, adieu." 1 

Lord Strathnaver held the rank of colonel, and commanded one of three 

divisions brought together by th e orders of the earl, tho;;e under his leader

ship being the men of SutherlanlP Dy the 5th of October he had 

marched with hi~ di,·ision to Alness, where hP joineJ the other two di ,·isions, 

and in the disposit ion of the forces his lordship led the ceutre, and Lonl 

Reay and the Earl of Sutl1erlnnd respecti,·ely the right and left wings. After 

the retreat was resolved on and effected to the other side of the Bonar, and 

the men disbanded, intelligence was brought that the Earl of Seaforth was 

about to invade Sutherland \\'ith :woo men, whereupon Lord Strathnaver 

~astened with a botly of mcu to strengthen the passes, while the Earl of 

Sutherland held himself in readiness to support his lordship if necessary. 

The threatened inroad, howe,·er, did not take place, as the Earl of Seaforth 

was called away with his forces to assist the Earl of ~Iar at Perth. 

Lor~ Strathnaver was, ou l:!th October 1 i 15, appointed a deputy

lieut enant under his father, the Earl of Sutherlan d, and appears in that 

1 Lette r, undated, in Sutherland Charter
chest. 

2 In a co=ission, dated 14th Xovember 
1 i 15, granted by the Earl of Sutherland as 

vor. L 

lord.lieutenant, t o .\dam 'SuthPrland of 
Scibersc ross t o be captain in a regiment of 
infantry, Lord Strathna.-er is stated to be 
colonel of the regiment; vol. iii. of this work, 
p. ~l !J . 

3 B 
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capacity at the counci l of war held at Inverbrakie on ~d .Xovember. 1 N"early 

a fortnight iater, ,,.hen it was resoh·ed to take I nverness, he receiverl 

instruct ions to communicate to persons of all Llegrces what punishment they 

might expe c.: t if they wi tld1e ltl thei r assistance to uphold the religion, laws 

and liberties of the country at the present juncture. H e was also to 

take a list of those wh o stayed behind, or deserted, and to secure the 

ferries so as to prevent desertion.~ He pro·bahly did not accompany his 

father to Inverness, remaining l_~ehind to carry out his instructions, 1nt a 

week later he was with the earl when, on :?~d X ovember, the house of 

Brahan was summoned to sunenller. I .orLl Strathnaver, with Lords Lont 

and Heay, and Colonel ).Iunro, entered the house, marl8 search for war 

material, and took a 1ond of the dowager countess for £ 5000, ten landell 

gentlemen of th e ::.Iackenzies hecoming securities. 

I n the beginning of the following month Lord Strathnaver, who was posted 

at Forres, was ordered to march to Elgin, and directetl to rendezvous his 

division with the other forces under his father's command at the muir of the 

cairn of Kilbuiak. The ·whole force numbered about !:!000. This monment 

upon Elgin, as was intended, separated Huntly from the Earl of ::.Iar, for 

both he and St.!aforth hastened north from P erth to fa~ upon Im·erness. 

For the defence of this important place Lord Strathnaver now returned 

and was present at a council of war helll there on !:!Gth D ecember, when 

it was resolved to m~rch against the Earl of Seaforth and the ::.Iackeuzies, 

who were then ~bout ten miles distant; also in certain eventualities ;1gaimt 

the Chisholms, allll to bring "C"r.-luhart and Glenmoriston into oLedience. 

For this service the army was divided into three parts, and Dne division of 

eight hundred and fifty men was designed for Lord StrathnaYer, Lnt ov.-ing 

1 Original commission, by the Earl of Sutherla.n<l, in Sutherland Charter-ches t. 
:1 Vol. ii. of thi~ work, p. -13. 
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to an accident on the ice, he was rendereu mmLl e to proceed, awl Lon! 

J,ovat receiYetl the command. Tbi~ expeuition was rendereu necessary by the 

conduct of the ~Iackenzies, who, in revenge for an invasion of their country 

by the earl'~; forces, were retaliating uy predatory attacks Oil loyal SU}Jjecls. 

But as Lord Stratlmaver took no part in the affair, further details are 

here tm11cces::ary. 1 

Tie was at Innrness, detainetl there by his acciJent, when the sub

mission of Seaforth to the Earl of Sutherhml was lUade, the news of 

which was exceeJingly agreeable to hirn.2 H e also attentled a council of 

war which was helJ th ere on lOth January 171 G, wl1eH the agreement with 

the .:\Iarquis of Huntly for a fourteen days' trnce was ratifielJ.3 On the 

same day he eutereLl into a bond \Yith Lon] Lovat for mutual friendship anLl 

defence.~ After these arrangements, Lord Strathnaser left Inverness with 

his men and returned home. His health became unsatisfactory at this 

period. .A letter receireJ by Lady Strathnaver from his father alludes 

to her hu ;;baml's illness, anJ states that he hau gin~n him all the good 

advice he could, and that it would be a great s,<tisfnction to l1im and 

contentment to her if he wonld act upon it. The carl also refers to his son's 

promise to use a prescription \Yhich he haJ giYeu him. H e recommends 

him to continue using it for three weeks, and to take moderate exerci:<e.5 .A 

letter from Lord Lovat to the earl is more explicit:-" I wish with my soul 

that my dear Loru Strananr may give O\'er his uri11king in some mesure, 

otherwnyes he canot live, and it were a thousand thousand pitycs for a man 

of honor and good sense; and I am sure his loruship is as dear to me as my 

1 TLe Earl of Sutherland's .d.ccount of Lis 
conduct in 1715, in Sutherland Charter
chest; vaL ii. of this ~ork, p. 50. 

2 Letter from Thomas Tiobertson, no 
a,J,Jress, dated In\·erness, 30th January 171G, 

vol. ii. of thi3 work, p . .i3. 
3 Copy minute in Suthcrl:lu!l Charter· 

chest. 
4 Origin al Loud, i l, iJ. 
~ \'ol. ii. of thi3 work, pp. ~O!l-210. 
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own only brot her." 1 Lun l LoYat had good reason to wish well to Lord 

Strathllavcr, who manifested on .all occasions a disposition to act the part of 

a fri end tow:tr tls him , and soon ::'.fterwanls gave practical proof of this by 

j oining with a number of other influential gentlemen of the highlands in a 

petition to K ing George tlJC First on his behalf, in which they ]!ledged 

themselves for his future fidelity to the government.2 Lorll Lovat l1imself, 

in one of his letters to Lord Stratbnaver, expresses his confidence in .his 

lordship's desire to serve Lim.3 

About this time Lord StratLn::n-er received an intimation that General 

Cadogan, who succeeded the D uke of Argyll as commander-in-chief of the 

forces in ScotlnnJ, was at I nverness. 

his lordship to meet the general there. 

The writer, Alexander Gordon, urges 

He says:-

"Gener:tll Caclo~an is to-morrow night to be at Rivan in Badenoch, and ... its 
absolutely necr;;sary your lordship wait of him . ... It will be proFer your lordship 
bring the gentlemen of your shyre with you, anJ if ruy Lord Hea 'oH:re timously adver
tised that be migl1t also come with your lordship. Mr. C<4dog:m is so much a frienrl 
of the Earle of Su tla·rlallll, that tho ' he were not the commander-in-chief of the furces, 
your lordship is l:.ounJ in duty to wait of him. 1 shall in the meantime acquaint the 
gencrall of your lordship's iuclinatious to wait of him when and where he'll acquaint 
you." 4 

It is douLtful if his lorllsltip proceeded to I nverness and visited General 

Cadogan, as, ten days late r, the General wrote to him from Fort \\'illiam, 

assuring him of his" lllost huw Lle respects," and referring him to i~Ir. Gordon, 

the ?earer of the letter, " for an account of all matters in these parts," and 

stating that he had recommended :Jfr. Gordon to :Jir. Stanhope.5 

In i.Iarch of this year, or shortly before, the zeal which LQrd StmtluJa\·er 

1 Vol. ii. of this work, p. 211. 
~ The Chiefs of Grant, Ly Sir William 

Fraser, K. C.B., >ol. i. p. 350. 
3 Vol. ii. of this work, p. 212. 

4 Letter, dated Inverness, 2d April 1716, 
in Sutherbnd Charter-chest. 

5 Letter, ibid. 
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dislJhlyed in tho vnhlic service timing the rebellion receiveu recognition from 

the Earl of Suthethnu, l1i:s fa ther, who cliscl1argetl him of two lmmhed aut.! 

fifty pounds of t:tck du ly, as he says, "in consilleratir_~n uf tlw great zeal he 

has showcn at this jultctnre for the service of l1is king autl country and the 

expenses he has been att." 1 Later, howc\'er, writing from London, the car1 

finds fault with his son for giving protection to certain rebels. In strung terms 

he declares that the repon that his son would either countenance or protect 

rebel.;; "makes me think those that want chiluren less to be pittieu, for it is 

bet ter to h:we none than such as bring a reproach and scandall upon a 

family." H e conjures him not to allow his good natme to be abuseu aud 

himself imposed upon by showing fa.\' our to rebels and Jacobite magistrates.~ 

F rom this time to the close of hi:; life Lord Strathnaver was imolved in 

much correspondence and trouble on behalf of the earl and himself rc>garding 

the arms wl1ich the Earl of Sutherlanu rece iveJ from the government at the 

colllmcncement of the rebellion, and which were now required by the 

government from the earl. These ar ms l1::tcl been gi>cn out by the carl with

out any account being kept of the names of the persons to whom they were 

given, and they could not be recovered, though the government authorities 

continued to demand either the ~ rms or tl1eir value in money.3 He was 

also engaged about this time on an inquiry, aml gave in to the commissioners 

on forfeited estates a r~.!po rt as to the real antl persoual estate of Kenneth 

Sutherland, Lord DufYus, who, on :tccount of his having engaged in the 

rebellion, was includeu in the act of attainder of 1715.4 

1 Vol. iL of t his work, ~ o, ::?06. H appears 
from :~l ette r bv th e Earl of Sutberbn•1 tl) the 
Earl of Snn•leriand, written after Lord Strath
naver's death, t hat his lorrlship bar\ "lni<l out 
of his own nwney dureiug the two rebe llions 
above hwlve h uodred pounds for mamt:Lin· 

ing men anr1 keeving garisons.'' [\' oL ii. of 
t his work, p. ::?::?5. ] 

2 Jl,id. p. ::?1 3. 
3 Le t ters in Sutl1trhnd Cb:Lrter-cbest. 
' Copy informati on, l>unrobin, 11th Octo

ber 1716 ibid. 
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In April 1 i10, Lonl Stralbnaver, as L1eputy-lieutenant in the north of 

Scotland, was calleLlnpon to make preparation:> in connection '.vith the landing 

of a small force of about three hu!lllreJ Spaniards, the remnant of a large 

expeditiou fitt eLl out by Spain Oil Lchalf of the pretender. This portion, 

accom]JanieJ by the .Jlrrrquis of Tulliuarcline and Earls .Jlariscltal and Sea

forth, reached Stornoway on 30th .JI arch 1719, and landed at Eilullllonan in 

Kin tail on 16th A pril 1 i 10.1 They had already communicated from Stornoway 

with th e Clan l~anald, Glengarry ami others. Upon arri\·al at Eilandonan 

a magazine was prepared, and arms were transferred to it from tlte ship. 

The imaders \rere soon j oined Ly several highbnd lairds and their followers, 

including Rob noy am1 hi:> men.~ They also received additions to their 

strength from the island of .Jlull. Eut with all these accessions the 

expedition never exceeded fourteen hundred men, and their number has 

been stated as low as nine hundred. 

On the !!5th of April Lord Strathnaver \Vas in Aberdeen, \\"hence he 

advertised Sir H arry Innes, one of the deputy-lieutenants of the county, 

that a detacbrucut of one hundred and fifty dragoons, commanded by Colonel 

Clayton, would come to .Jlorayshire, where they "·ould continue for some 

~ime, and instructing him to supply them \rith provisions, for \\"hich 

payment would be made. The dragoons were to be quartered chiefly at 

Elgin, but also at Forres.3 His lordship also requested Sir Harry and the 

other deputy-lieutenants to meet at Elgin and · concert measures for the 

safety _of the country. But from the 30th of April to the end of June he 

1 Burton gi>es the date of th~ expedition 
entering Lochalsh as " the mi<IJI~ of .:.Iay," 
exactly a mon~h after it actu:>.lly t ook place. 
[History of Scot land, eJ. I :S53, vol. ii. p. :!:!4.] 

2 Tenth Report of the Historical ~'""'· Com
missioner", Part I. p. 123. 

3 Oue of the Elgin magistrateo, at lca"t, 
h:ul. in terco=uneJ with t he rehels. In the 
?\Iar'luis of Tullibardiu ~'s account 0f public 
expenJ.iture there is the entry ou &th .:.by 
1 i I 0, "To Bayly Falconer of Elgin, .£6, I G•. 
Od." i bid. p. 12-l. 
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made I nnrness his headqu:nLcrs. H e kept a journal of !tis correspondence 

and proc~edings in connectiou with t!Jis expedition, and frolll it the following 

particulars are taken.1 

On hi~ arrival at Iuverness, Lord Strathnaver called a. meeting of the 

coo1missioncrs of sup1Jiy to have forage provided for troops then arriving. 

Colonel Clayton, with his dragoons, arrived at I nvemess on 1st :\Iay, wlwre 

he was actively engaged in carrying on works for the defence of Inverness 

until shortly before the battle of Glcnsbiel. D uring this time Lord Strath

naver had it as his duty to provide food for the troops and foJdcr for their 

horses, anll also to procure from time to time drafts of men to ass ist in the 

works. The plan which he adopted was to take the different shires under 

his lieutenancy in turn, and give instructions to the authorities of the 

principal parishes in each, to have what \vas stated in his orders provided. 

His lordship nu1.Llc no demand without undertaking, on behalf of the govern

ment, to pay for \7hat he got according to ru~rket value. But in case of 

failure to provide what was ordereu, quartering of soldiers, forcible seizure of 

what was required, and treatment of the defaulters as disaffected to the 

government, were threatened. In almost every instance, however, the orders 

of his lordship were executed. 

Lord Strathnaver also issued many orders for pioneers or workmen from 

the various distriets iu the north. These were required to assist the troops 

in defensive works about Inverness. They were employed in ditching and 

trenching, and had to provide themselves wi th pickaxes, shovels, spades, 

and other necessary implements, as well as with victuals. The following 

particulars regarding the nnmber of men so employed, and the places from 

which they were levied, are gathered from these orde rs. Inverness-shire 

was called to furnish from the respect ive pari.shes in the shire one hundred 

1 J ourn:U of Lord Stra.th ua.ver, in Suther!a.nd Charter-chest. 
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workm en daily from l st ::\Iay till the works being carried on were finished. 

Killearnan, K ilmnir Weste r, Suddy and .A.voch, four parishes in the south

east of Hoss-shire, had each in tnrn to supply sixty men for two days, 

beginning on Sth May and again on the ~ 2d ; whilst the parishes of 

Rosemarkie, Kirkmichacl, Culliculhlen and Cromarty, situated in the shires 

of Ross and Cromarty, were to senrl si xty men for three days from the 13th. 

An incident connected with the coming and going to aud from Inver

ness of the workmen may here be noticed. The laird of Ticdcastle, \rho 

was the proprietor of the ferry-boat of Kessock, by ''hich the work1uen 

passed to and from Inverness and Tioss-shire, rigidly exacted passage

money from the men when using the ferry. Lord Strathnaver took means 

to free the men from the exaction. lie reminded the laird that soldiers 

and such workmen had the privilege to go free at all ferries within the 

kingdom, and sent him peremptory orders not only to give free passage to 

the ·pioneers, bnt also to return to them the money he had u nlawfully 

taken from th em, with which it is probable the proprietor of Kcssock ferry 

complied.1 The necessary horses and carts for these defensive works at 

I nverness ,,·ere levied from the neighbourhood. Inverness had to supply 

these for fift een days at the rate of twenty each day, the gentlemen of 

the shire being required to give proportionately to their respective rents. 

The shire of Xairn was in the same way ordered to provide twenty horses 

and carts for five days. 

The works at I nverness thus carried on under the orders and personal 

oversight of Lord Stratbnaver were prosecuted the more vigorously on 

account of notice received by his lordship of the intentions of "the rebels 

and foreigners" to march upon Inverness. To be prepared for such an 

eventuality he judgeJ that a strong ganison was also necessary. :Ccing 

1 Letter, 9th :.Iay lil9, in Journ:~.I, in Suther!:J.nJ. Charter-c:hest. 
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informed that the rebcb numbered sixtee n hundred meu,1 he raised tl1e 

fuuci!Jle men in several places, and concentrated them at Inverness. The 

deputy-lieutenants of :\foray and J!oss >>ere required to r~pai r to Inverness 

without loss of tiwe with all the fencible men they could 1Jriug,2 while tlJC 

deputy-lieutenants and gentlemen of Sutherland were instructed to seml to 

K essock ferry six score meu w·ith proper officers, and to be at Inverness 

not later than the Sattmlay following. These \vcre to be followed by six 

score more with all convenient speed, and again by another detachment of 

the same number as soon as they could be raised. Lord Strathna.-er urged 

h is coun trymen not to allow others to surpass them in zeal in this emergency, 

and accordingly the three detachments were duly sent.l 

On 5th }.lay he dirt'ctcd Hugh Fraser of Struy,~ W1lliam Fraser of 

Culbokie, James Fraser of Deilar.lrum, and J ames Fraser of Tielick, with the 

other gentlemen of the name of Fraser in the Aird, to furnish fenci!Jle 

lw.!n, under the orders and directions giYen them by Alexander Eraser of 

l 'l1opachie, subj ect to his own orders; and required D onald Fraser to 

convene the Urquhart and Strathglass mili tia to join those of the Aird. 

About the same time, also, Hugh Uoss of Anclmacloicl! was instructed to 

raise a regiment of militia in Lis diYi .'l ion of Uoss, for the king's se rvice, 

although there was some unexplained delay in carrying out the order.5 lie 

communicated wi th the Grants, desiring them to join in his measures for 

t he defence of t he country, and as a letter he wrote t~ Colonel ·william 

Grant of Ballindalloch for men to a.5sist in the works at Inverness was not 

respondeu to, Lonl Strathua\·er says:-" The postscript to my last, I assure 

l Let ter, Lord Stra.thnaver t o the Lor•l 
Justice Clerk, 8th :\Ia.y I 7 19, in his lorJship 's 
Journal, in Sutherland Charter·chest. 

z Letter from Lord Stra.thna,·cr to the 
deputy lieutenant s in ~loray a.nd . l:oss, dat<..d 

VOL. I. 

1st :\Iay 17l!J, ibid. 
3 Order to the Justices of Peace, etc., 8th 

:\I ay I 7 I 9, i birl. 
4 Letter, ibid. 
5 Letter, dated 16th :\Iay 1719, ibid. 
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yow, was no ban te r, as you call it, no r did I mean it as an afront, for I'm 

persualleJ you are not ignoraut that ditching is often very necessary in the 

military servi ce, aL:.ll sohliers doe usc pike axes, etc., as \rell as guns." 1 Besides 

this a garrison "·as mai ntaincll at the castle of Brahan, and orders were 

signed by LorJ Strathnavcr for 1neal, provisions, al1Ll otl te r material s, for 

sustaining tlte men ther~'.~ ..:\.11 these additions to his forces greatly in

creaseJ the Jiftl cul ty of his comm issariat duties. 

Lord Stra tlma\·er also directed his attention to the suspected persons in 

the north, antl fvm·t ccn birJs answering this description were summoned 

by hi m to th e 1urgh of In\'crness on 15th ::\Iny, to giYc security for their 

peaceable beLa Yiour.3 Tlw b.irJs of Glen garry and :.\1 ·Intosh were Loth 

suspected persons.~ On Gth .J Lty Lord Stratbnn.\'er wrote them in cautious 

and re3pectful terms rrquiring them to come to I uYcrness forth'with. It 

was hinted that their coming wonlJ be to their achantage, besiJes that the 

la\YS required their oLediel!ce. ·w riting to t he lord j ustice clerk two days 

later, Lord St ratlllm\'er says:-" I thought it likewise proper at this time to 

summons in l1ere se\'erall consiuerable gentlemen of whom there is reason of 

suspition, particnlarly :.\ I 'lutosh aml Glengary. I expect your lorJsl1ip will 

I Letter, dated Gth ~lay 18 19, in Lord 
Stratlmaver's J ourn al , in Sutherland Ch:u- ter
ch est. 

~ Orders, d ated respectively Gth and Sth 
~by I i HI, ibid. 

3 The names of the persons in <tuest ion are 
\\' illiam :'.Iackbean of Kicchyl<!, Angus 
M•Be:m, younger the reof, Fergus ~I ·Gillinay 

of Dunmagles, An6us ~I •Intosh of Kellacby, 
Lachlan ~l ' In to~h younger t he reof, ~l r. \Yil 
liam ~I 'Intosh of .-\ be rarde r, ~lr. Thomas 
Fra.~er of Dunhall och, Alexander Frase r, 
younger of Rdick, James Fraser of Bella· 

drum, H ugh F raser of Kinaries, John Chis
holm of Knockfin, .iEnea.> :\!'Donald of 
:\I uckerach, Alexander Fraser of B:dlnayne, 
a nd J oh n F rase r of Gartmore. The summons 
conbining t he nam es is gi\·en in Lord Strath· 
naver's J ournaL 

~ Tenth Report of the Commissioners on 
H istorical ) !S3. , Part r. pp. I ::!3-1::!.3. I n the 
account of public money hid out by t he 
~Iar, tnis of Tullibardine in furtherance of the 
Spanioh in\'a>ion, there is au eutry on I Gth 
April Iil9, "To t he Lair,[ of Glen g:\rry 
£ 8.3; " and again, on 3,1 June, "To ane 
express from Gl ~ngarrie, 5s.'' 
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wri te me your OIJinion 'rl tJt is to be dune with tltcsc gcutlcmcn, and whether 

iL b0 1-'l'OlJCi" to take L::til of them, and for how ntUclt." 1 

The laird of Gl engany excnsecl himself for noL coming to I nverness 

on the pl ea that he expected he woulJ Le imprisoned were he to do so. 

Lord Strathnaver iu reply repudiated this idea, and alleged that what 

they intendcll ,,·as to concert such measures ·for the king's interest as 

would certainly J..,e to the auvantage of the laird. His loru :>hip asks the 

latter to acquaint him will1 any JJ ews he could of the rebel:>, and hopes hi<> 

uot coming to I nverness may uot give umumgc to the government, especially 

as he huu his own euemie;;.2 The;;e communications, ho,vevcr they may ha,·e 

acted as a check upon the lairLl, had not th e satisfactory effect upon him which 

was des ired. Lord Strathna,·er recei,·eu in foruw.tion which indicated that he 

was placing no oustaclc in the way of his cl::tn joining the rebel ranks, if indeed 

he was not actually encouraging them to do so. Accordingly on lOth .June his 

lordship ngain wrote to G lcugarry urging !Jim "to take proper measurs for 

curbing a crime of so black comequeuces in the J..,ud," and to recall such of 

his men a.'l h ad joinell the rebel;;. H e gives him plain \varuing, and places the 

responsibility upon him of what his men might uo. The laird of :\I'Inlosh 

is not mentioneu, as havin3 either come to InYerness as required, or answered 

h i5 lordship's letter. Lord Strathnavcr corresponded in the same way v.ith 

other highland lai rus, among whom were Sir K e:meth :\l'Kenzie of Cromarty, 

Sir K enneth :\I'K enzie of Scatwell anu h is son, the l\I 'K enzies, eluer and 

younger, of Tiedcastle, the :\I'Kenzies, elder and younger, of Dcllmaduthy, 

).I 'Kenzie of :\Iount Gerald, tutor of Gairloch, the :\I'Kenzies of Oru and 

Hi~hfield, and :\I'Kenzie of Suuuy. 1Iost of these came to Inverness and 

saw Lord StmthnaYer. 

Among the more miscellaneous order:> issueu J..,y Lord Strathnaver was one 

I Letter, Sth :\Iay lil!l, in Lor< I Strathn:ner's J nnrnal. ~ Letter, 11th )! ay I i 1 !J, ibid. 
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provitling for the sa fe conveyance of powJer, lead and flints from Leith to 

lnv~rn t: ::;::; . Twu Jays laler he gives an orJ er for" all the arms which a t the 

l<:.s t rebellion were g iven np anJ appret iat in the shyre of Sutherland." On 

the same day he gives inst ructions for the apprehension of seven highlanders 

of the country of Glenmoriston, who were in the late rebellion, aud who now 

haunteJ the country of the Aird ar med with gnus and other offensive weapons, 

and insul ted the pe0ple. The military were to assis t the constables in mak in:j 

these apprehensions. 

To"l\arJs the enJ of :\by iiiajor-General W ightman ani\·ed at I nverness 

and took eommanJ of the t roops with a view t o aeti ve operations against the 

enemy. One of the general's first acts on his arrival was to demand from 

Lonl St ratlmaver, for c:mying the military baggage, etc., eig!Jt hundre1l and 

twenty-four horses to be brought to the town of Inverness on 2d June, 

furuish eJ with crook sadJles, sacks and ropes. To every three horses there 

was to be one man, bu t this was a ft erwards changed so that there should be 

one man for every two horses.1 The army was still in Inverness on the 4th . 

On that day Lord Strnthnaver instructed E nsign Hugh :\Iackay, who was 

in comm::mJ of the garrison at Brahan, to march from that place to Inv~rness 

with "eighty of the best (and ablest body'd) men of Sutherland," and j oin 

the army under General ·wightman against the rebels. J ohn Gray of Over 

Skibo was le ft in charge of the garrison a t Brahan Castle. Lonl StrathnaYer 

intended to accoUlpany h is men to Kintail, and lead th em into action , l1ut 

"Gincrall Wightman stop't him from going to tl1e heil lands when he had all 

things in order for going." 2 

The government forces were superior in poiut of numbers to the rebels, 

and having marched from Inverness attacked the latter a t the pass of 

1 Letters, ~7 th and 29th :\lay ljl!J, Lor<! Strathn:l\'er'ti J ou rnaL 
s Letter, Lacly Stra thn:wer to ~Ir. Ross, i /,irl. 
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Wensltit.:l on l Oth Juue. Tile reLels were defeated, aud the ~pauianls 

burreuJered themsehe~ prison.ers of war Oil the day following. Lord 

Strathnnser was informed of this success late on the lith, and \\'rote to 

tile lord justice clerk requesting ltim to acquaint Lord Carpenter, to ~·hom 

he also wrote. On the 13th he takes " the very first opportunity to 

congratulate " General \Yightu1an "upon ~oe glorious an action," and states 

how pleased he was to hear that the Sutherland militia had done their 

duty. H e craves the pleasure of seeing tlJC Spnniards at InYcrness, "for," 

l1 e says, "otherways the J acoLits ,,-ill not believe tl1ey are prisoners." Tbe 

same day, he again wrote the lord justice clerk confirming the news formerly 

sent him of the victory, and infor01iug him " tl1at there were noe high

landers there ou the kin~'s lJart except the ~Iuru·os and some of the 

Sutherland Ill en who (as I am inform'd) behaved nry well." H e adds that 

aLout two hundred of the forces were kill ed and wounded bt•sides tbe 

.higLla.ndcrs, :::.nJ that it was a wond er, considering the ground, that any 

escaped. Lord Strathnaver also wrote to his father, tlte Earl of Sutherland, 

giving him a full account of the victory over the r ebels, and of the good 

behaviour of tlte Sutherland men, and he sent similar letters to Lady 

Stratlmaver, ?~Ir. Gordon of Ardoch, and Colonel l\Iunro, younger of Foulis, 

to the last of whom be intimates tllat his Lrother Culcairn bad been wounded, 

" but not mortally." 1 

Lest the loyal friend.s of the goYcmment, whose places of residence lay in 

the line of the return march of the victorious army, should suffer injury from 

the .troops not distinguishing between the innocent and the guilty, Lord 

Stratbnaver wrote to General 'ri;;ht nwn: "I must ask it of you as a favour 

that the lands of Litle Scatwall and K enlochlichar t belonging to Sir Kenneth 

::'II 'K enzie of Scatwall, and the grasing of Strathvaich, and others belonging 

I Letters, etc., in Loru Strathuanr's Journal. 

J 
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tu Jllr. Simon i\hckcnz ie of Allan-c,rrangc, with their tennants :unl cattle, may 

Lc:: safe ctuJ prt.::,erv\1 frvtu .. ny l v:;s or prejudice from tLc army, the said 

persons being loyall aml peaceable subjects. This favour, as it will be a pecce 

of justice to these gentlemen, so it will add to the glory of your Yictory not 

to punish the innocent." This letter was followed by another to the same 

purpose on bel1alf of Alexander )hckenzie of Ballmadnthy~ His lorJship at 

this time also wrote several letters in favour of Ensign Hugh :\1'!\:ay, 

particnlarly one to Earl Lincoln, paymaster of the forces.1 

Now that the rebellion was crushed, attempts were made to depreciate the 

Y<lltte of the services of Lord Strathnaver aml to take from him the credit of 

some of his actions; but the consciousness which he had of the singleness and 

thorough loyalty of his aims in all his public services prevented him from 

'Leing much moved Ly the attempts which were made to deprive him of the 

glory of them. The Fraser mili tia had formed the garrison at Brahan castle, 

but were succeeJf;J by the Sutherhnd militia, as Lord Strathnaver considered 

tlterc was 11ccessity for a stronger garrison at that place, though the Frasers, 

while they held the garrison, which \YaS only for a short time, subsisted upon 

his lordship's charges. After being relieved and returning home they appear 

to have been disbamled; at any rate they were not called upon for any 

fmther actiYe service. It was now given out by the Frasers in the news

papers that they had ser.-cd the king at their own charges, and that they had 

assisted in outaining the victory at Glensl1iel. ~1r. Ross having drawn his 

lordship's attention to this, Lord Strathnaver wrote as follows,-" Its true 

some .persons give themseh'es airs of serving the king at their own charges, 

and would impose the belief of it upon the populace by inserti~g the same in 

the newspapers. If you think fitt you may insert the true matter of fact in 

the same paper. But since my affection for the king and government is the 

1 Letters, etc., in Lord Strathna~er's J mroal. 
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-----------· --------------------------------------·--------
cause of tuy service without any Ly-end, l think it a matte r of noe w oweut 

whether that ad vertiseweut is contrauiet.:d or not." J>rocceding to relate 

tlt e actual s ta te of matters, he ::HlLls, "All the lt ighb.uuers who accompanieJ 

t he general! t o the battle were the ~l unroes anJ Sutherland men, and this, 

I fancy, the general! himself will allow to btJ fact." 1 Representations had 

been made at court against Loru Strathnavcr by General \Vightmau h imself, 

but of these his lordship remarks," I am not much eonccru\l aLout the com

plaints S<! nt by him to court, since I am not singular, as you obsern~. and 

being consciou:> I acted eYery thing in my power for the scnice of the 

government du r ing my abode l1ere." Lord Stratlm:wer conelULles his letter, 

"You ne~ll not iusett the above unless others continue there false auvertise

mcnts, since I seml it for your own and my other fri ends satisfaction. But 

I leave it to your own m:lllagmeut to J o it or not as you see cause."~ His 

lordship, however, continued to suffer from misrepresentations wade again.;t 

him at court.3 

Loru Stratbnaver retu mcd borne on 2:::J June,4 ha Ying been absent since 

April. Bttt he did not intermit his careful vigilance upon the moYements 

of such rebels as were still at large, and who wet·e threatening to raise a new 

rebellion. Being informed that five transports bad come from Spai11, 

that General Gordon had landed from these men and ammunition, which 

were "now in the Captain of Clanroneld's alias ~lniuart's bounds," and that 

the :Jiarquis of T ullib.ndine wa3 in Glen~ary 's 1ouncls, called Loeb Eurn, 

\\'i th four hundred rebel highla nders, Lord Stratltna\·er transmi tted this 

1 Lett.er in Lord Strathn.~,·e r's J ournal. 
2 ktter in Sutherland Charte r-che:, t . 
3 On 9th July lil9, La•ly Strathnaver 

writes to .llr. I:oss :-"I am sory that my 
lorJ shuld be so injustly talked of. I am 
per~wadeJ tha t he hath don brg mor then 
t l,ey h:we all don." On ~ith July she again 

writes him:-" I am sory my lorJ shu!J be 
misrq.>resented at court. I can not say, but 
he hath don as much as them who is Let te r 
rewarded." 

• Letter, Lord Strathnaver to ;l!r. f. oss, 
dated 23d J nne l '; 19, in Sutherland Charter
chest. 
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infon nation to I.onl CarpLntel', then commander-in-chief of lbe forces iu 

S.;utlantl. But i t \\'a::> fouud to IJe crroncous. 1 

At this time Lo:·d Strathnaver fell into bacl healLlt, aml became so ill as 

to be unahle to attend to the management of business. Ia these circum

stances he wrote to Lonuon to Captain Tioss, a brother of his luw-agcut, 

informing him of his coudition, and inviting ltim to Dunrol1in to take 

the charge of his affairs. Captain Hoss complied \rith this request.~ llis 

lorusltip was also unable to travel any distance. On Hlth ::\lay 17~0, ::\[r. 

Tioss writes to Lady Strathnavcr :-

"The account I had of my lnnl's being a little better was most agreea'Llc to me. 

I wish hi ;; resolution of tra\·clling about may continue with him, since nothing eartldy 

cnn more C•)ntribnte tn hi ~ rccovrry. If my lonl shon!J even venture to Aix b 
Chappelle, it coul•l not faill of being the utmost advantage tu him, ami he might take 

thnt owurtunity uf p~ying Lis duty to the king at IIanovcr. I wish yuur latlyd,ip 

woultl. iutl.ucc him to it, since it woultl. be fur his he.'llth and hi.;; interest.'' 

This ldter shows tltat his lordship lwd formed the intention of travelling 

for his lt e::tlth. On the same day I .ady StrathnaYer writes to l\Ir. Tioss :

" l\fy 1onl [has gon from] this the 16 instan t to Tain, in order to [benefit] lJis 

health, tlte leuth of Pittt:rhead. I was but [a] feow days brought to beu, aml 

could not tranll t[ o there] till I recover. Our affairs is in disorder, but 

[if my] denr lonl reco\'er, everything will be well. [He write ]s to me from 

Chenerey he is Letter." On 6th June Lord Strathnaver had become weaker, 

and ass's 111ilk was prescribed to him. Lady Stratltna,·er wrote to ::\Ir. Ross:-

"Upon sight of this you arc to b11y a good milch ass with her colt, of l\Ir. Dicken

son, in t he kiug's park, or of any other, fur which the bearer carrys fifteen pound 

sterliog to be gi•·en. Dispatch the bearer back with the ass, being the milk is for my 

lord's use ; and take Dr. Ecc!t:s ami Dr. Dixon's advice as to the age of the milk, nll<l 

1 Letter, Lor<l Str:lthn:~...-er to :orr. r.oss, d:~.ted 16th July 17 Hl, in 811therhml Ch:~.rter-chest. 
2 Letter, ~lr . .-\lennner Ross, without 3t.hlress, dated Lon1\on, 9th Xovember I i::!S, ibi•l. 
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Jet the bc:uer h:l\'e :tho UirediOD3 bow to tra \· e) north with the as~, that !Jer milk 111:1_v 

not tlry c:p ::.-; th~ I d uiJ t!1.1l cau:c north. . . . lf you can get the a:,3 t •J bc.rrow fr, r 
n certain time, il will do Letter than pnrclw.seing her .... Ci\'c my killll re.;J,Cd.i t•J 
Lady :\laitlanrl, auJ ld her knuw that I am not in health at )'rc~ent to write, rtwl that 
my lord b >cry weak, as Dr. Cuthoert writr~ to the earl, which shew to Latly .\Iait
lanu, and seal the same." 

The doctor added a postscript to the l r.ttcr as ftJll ows :-" Postscript by 

Geo. Cutl1bert-I received a letter directed to JJrs. Ecc·les and D ickson, which 

please deliver to them as soon as possi1le, as wy Lady Strnthna ver dc:;ircs, 

tho' I'm aft'raid it's to no purpose, yet let i t noL be at all omitteLl." Two 

days h ter Latly Strathn::n-cr wrote for lozenges to cure her hnsbanrl's 

vehement cough. After this he seems to have rallieJ a littl e, thou~h his 

father, the Earl of Suthrrla.nd, writing from London on 3J July, expres:;es 

l1is concern about his condition; he says, " I am Yery much oLh:iJgeJ to 

Captaiu Hoss for the constant accounts he gives u1e of my sone's stat~ uf 

health. It rejoyces me anJ comforts me to ],ea r that he is a.nythiug better." 1 

This im provement, ho\\'ever, did not continue, and his lonlship diet! ou 

13th July 1720. 

0:-r THE RIGHT H o:-oocRABLE 1\'rur.nr, L oRD STRATI!.:iAVER, wuo Dtw 

13TU J UL Y 1/20, AGED 32. 

VOL. I. 

Sing muse (if glief allow) in softest lays, 
Decea.st Strathnawr's well u ~sen·ed prai.>e. 
He ha.~ so much him~elf, you ncct l not trace 
The shining glories of his ancient race. 
First own thyself for such a task unfit, 
Then sing the beaut ies of so bright a wit. 
Sing his strong reason and hi8 snlitl sen~e, 
Finely exprc.>seu in ~mooth e~t eloquence. 

l Letters in Sutherlaaol Charter-chest. 

3 D 
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t:iin; motlesty that makes the JitTereuce 
l:et\\ ix t uwu's re,tl rucrit ant! pretence. 
Sing Y•.>ut h rdi ueu from vanity am! rage, 
'Wh idt shows that wi~Jom's nut confiu'J to a~c. 
IIi~ buuwllco~ knowlctl .,;e abo shoul<l be sun~, 
Wh il'h he di;;pcns'd with au unerring tongue. 
t:iing \ww from this such t reasure Ire '•I prouure 
What could b·~ 1vi.,h'd for pleasure or for us~. 
His uni>er~al lcarnin;,r sing, an•l theu, 
ll ow he not ou\y studied bouks but men ; 
liis 01artial n lom iu a rigl1tcons cause, 
I! iti tlrtn auherence to OUr ilnCient Jaws. 
IIi.; open heart ~iug, and Lis geu'rous ruiwl, 
Just to nJen'.; ,-i rtue.;;, to their failures Llind. 
To th~sc you likewi.;e justly may annex, 
The charming sweetness of the other sex. 
In fine his humble piety proclaim, 
The best ingredient to embalm Lis name. 
Contiiuer, :Jiu.>c, an<t name me, if you can, 
So kind a fr icml, or so pol ite a man. 
His soul too g-reat t o be confin'd to clay, 
li as broke it's prison and ha3 forc'll it's 1vay. 
Since now this wondrous man U •J more docs live, 
What r~auer's so baru-hearteu Lnt must grieve 1 
\\'bat must the l o~s be to the worlu, if nll 
That b:L'l 'bee n nam'J unto the dust shoulu fall l 
But thb of comfort does some prospect gil"e; 
lie leave.; a hopefnl representative. 
" ' e see each of these noble qualities 
Grow in the sou, th at in the father die3. 
l\Iay heal"en on him his father's gifts entail! 
May no disease, Lnt old age make them fail ! 1 

Lord Strathnaver appears not to have been wan ting in amia'Ll~ qualities. 

I Scotish Elegiac Verses, 1629 -1 ~29 , pp. 224 , 225. 
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H e was easily leu; indct:d, lw was too compliant, anJ. consequently liaLle 

to Lc iulp• ;~<.:cl upou. Hi::~ ofii~.:ia l orJers, which he issued as deputy

lieutenant, manifest a degree of firmn e.>s whiLh is not so apparent iu his 

ordinary business transactions. H e was WOlllh:rfully free of resentmeut anJ 

diffident in pleading his own cause. H e l1 ad practically the management of 

the Sutherland estates in his own hanlls, and resideJ. chiefly at DunroLiu 

and Dornoch. The estaLlislnnent which he kept up was suitaLle to his rank 

and possessions. The Lills of f.ne at DunroLin for the years I 703 and 1 i 12 are 

preserved, and from those relating to the latter year the following particulars 

mar be of interest. In this year Llle ll Ulll Ler of hou:;chold servants at Dumobin 

ranged from sixteen to nineteen. The supplies of food received for tl1e use of 

th e estaLli<>lunent for the year from the cml of .April 171 2 to the end of .April 

1713 arc a:; follows :- 19 cows, 29 deer, G7 wedders, 31 calves, 5 lambs, 

26 kids, 5 swine, 213 raLbits, 134 wild fowl, 473 hens, 230 chickens, 834 

p igeons, 2485 eggs, 400 herring, 538!) other fish. There is no informatiou 

of the supplies of the \Yin es, garden produce and potatoes, etc., nor of the 

flour and meal, etc., used for the househohl during this period. But from a 

daily account of bottled ale consumed at DunroLin f(om 23d .April to 23Ll 

Novewber 171 2, a perioll of 214 days, 22 73 bottles of ale were useLI. On 

some days only three Lottlcs \Yere used and on others from 5 to 8, 10 and as 

high as :.! 0, 30, 45, and 56 bottles in oue day were used. But the average 

number througlwut the aLove period "\\as aLout 101 bottl~s per day.1 

Lord Stratlmaver married K atharine Morison, eldest daughter of ·william 

l\Iorison of Prestongrange, in H addingtonshire, whose sisters were H elen, 

Cunntess of Glasgow, aml Jean, Yiscountess of Arbuthnott. The coutract of 

I These particulars were classed a.nrl sbted, 
as here given, by George S. Taylor, in Xutea 
drawn up a. t Golspie on Xo\'ernber i , 1836, 

from a.n original document in Sutherland 
rq.ositories. Mr. Taylor's notes are in the 
Sutherland Cha.rter-cb,st. 
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maniage is (hted :1t Edinburgh, Hh October 1705, and her dowry was six ty 

t l1onsaud 111t:1ks.1 I~:llly Str,·,thua\·er survi\·ed her husband for the long 

period of nearly forty- he years, dying on ~1st :\larch 1765.2 

Shortly after the death of her lmsLancl, Lady Strathnaver had to leave 

Danrobin, wltere she had so long resiJed. 1:nfortnn::ttcly, her departure was 

accompanietl wi th disagr"eable circumstances. Captain Ross, who was re

sponsible for the affairs of the l10nse and estates, accused her of removing 

111uch valuable furniture, plate, jc \rels, and especially a diamoml ring of 

great nlue. This and other matters led to a seri~s of lawsuits, at her 

inst anee, against Captain Ross and others in regard to her claims upon 

her husband's estates, \vhich lasted fur se\·en years, aml was only com

promised in 17:2'3. . \ ft er tlJis Jute the notices of Lady Strathnaver are not 

ll tllnerous. She took much interest in her son's affairs, and in 1150 received 

a cornmi~s ion from him to manage the e::tates, which lapsed soon afterwards 

Ly his death. She resiLied in H olyrood Abbey till 1 i 51, when she removed 

to a house in the H igh Street, near the :i\ ether bow port. I n this year she 

exeeuteJ a settlement of her affairs iu favour of h er grandson, \\"illiam, 

seventeenth E arl of Sutherland, aud others, but it was strongly censured by 

Iter own daughters. She did make an alteration of this settlement in 1764, 

when her daughters rece ived £ .JOOO each.3 

It may be said of Lady Strathna\"er that she had considerable force of 

character. She was shrewd, intensely practical, possessed of business t act, 

aud always deYoted to tl1e interests of the Sutherland family. If she was 

1 ~lemorial ior Lor•l Stratbnaver, in Suther 
lan,J Charter-chest. 

z On ~ ~th .:ll:l.y of that year the entry 
occurs in t he )linute.book of t he curatvrs of 
t he Countess of Sutherlan•l: " Paitl \Yilli:lru 
Vallas, wright, in full for La~y ~trath-

n :~.v er's funeral expences, per indorsation to 
the account, £ i I , 3s." 

3 )! inute-book of the curators of the 
Countess of Sutbcrla ucl, l7GG, iu Suther
lautl Charter-chest. 
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st rong in her prejudices, somewhat iw]'crions in lH:r mann er, exacting in 

reg.nJ to her rights, a11J linliteJ in her frieud :;l1ips, sl1c was also kinJ and 

affectionate in her f.tmily, successful in bt'r 111anagement of busiucss, and 

free from interm eddling in the affairs of otlwrs. During th e lifetime of her 

hu sband she greatly assisted in the brge correspondence with their Edinburgh 

law-agent, M r. noss, and otbers upon ::tll kinds of busi ness. She made her

sel f acquainted with every estate matter, and, \rith equal facility, ga,·e direc

tions regarding the condnr;tiug of import:mt legal transactions, the sale of 

grain, the freighting of ships, the disposal of cattl e, and the purchase of 

provisions, etc. As an apt, anJ somewl1at alliusing, illustration of her style 

of business corresponJence, the following letter by her to the facto r of tl1e 

b i rd of ~I uirtoun, may be quoted : " Andrew F rigge. You sent here a 

barrell of pr unes without auy commission from me, which I would have 

though t the less of provyded they haLl bt:eu good, but the lyke of them 

I never saw-not worth a }_Jenny the pound are they, wl1ich is mecr 

impositi on to send here gootls that no body will take, or as if payment ·was 

never expecteJ." 1 An instance of her attention to the welfare of the 

community may also be given. Ou 21 st J une 1 il 8, she wrote :Mr. Tioss 

with reference to a school fo r the pari»h : " I writ for a gm·ernor to tny 

son's heir that wod keip a sehoul in t he parish. Let me know what is the 

delaiy in itt for the children is neglacked how long they want ou." In 

tl1e sa1ne letter she attends to anoth er public want ia the north: "Pray let 

W S know if you can provid drovers to come in to the couutrie to by our 

knttle, sieing in t he month of Jnlly and August is t he proper time of yeir." 2 

Of th e marriage of Lon.l St rathnaver aml K ather ine l\Iorison, there was 

issue eight sons and t wo daugh ters. Four of the sons predeceased their 

1 Letter, 2Hb ~ept cmbcr 1; 11 , in Sutherland Ch:~rter-chest. 

2 Letter, i /,id. 
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fa.ther, who, on 1 ~th February 1720, made a bond of 111uvi:;ion fur tlw 

remaining six dti1Jren. 1 

The sons were-

1. J ohn, Master of Stratbnaver. He was burn in X owmber 1 706.~ On I !)tb 

February 17 13 ?.Ir. Alexander Ro~s writ es to Lady Strathnarer: '· I have 

sent a X cw Test~ment for the master's use, as your lauyship t!esired, iu 

which I wish him a good progress." During March, April, aud May 

171 3, he was in bad heal th. On I st l\fay of the folluwing year :\Ir. Iios3 

writ es to Lady Strathna rer: " I am heartily glade to Jw.>e so good accouuts 

of the master and his two Dillies. " On 12th X ovembcr 171 -1, be writes 

again to her la•lyship, .. I am surprized the master's wig is not yet come to 

haucl , being I sent it a .f tnight ago by the Inv~ruess post." 3 He is meu

tioncd in Lis father's bout! of prorision for his childreu, wh ere he is descrited 

as " J ohn, :\laste r of Strathuarer, our eldest lawful! son e." Upon hi3 

f:l.ther's tleath on 13th July 17 20 he became Lon! Strathnaver. I n a letter 

by Lady St rathn;ner he is mentioned as being fuurteen years of nge.4 He 

died the same year, a1•d was buried at Kemington on 13 th December 1 i 20. 
2. The lion. " 'i lliam 'utherhwd. He became sixteenth Earl of Sutherlaud upon 

the death pf his grantlf.1ther in 17 33. .A memoir of hill! foll ows. 

3. The B on. George SutherbnJ, "ho was born iu July 1 i 11. H e died youn;;, 

Lu t sub~equently to July 171 -l, when there is mention made of him. 5 

-!. The lion. Alexander Sutherland. H e was boru in J uly 171 2, ami diet! 

before 18th ?. Iay l i 13, on w bicb day il l r. Ross writes to Latly Strathnav~r: 

" I ::un extrcamly concnned for the loss of i\Ir. Alexanuer, which I hope your 
la1lysbip will very soon make up by one other." 6 

!i. T he lion. Charles Sutherland. He was born in Augu;;t 1 i 13. Ou Gth August 

Mr. Ross wri tes Lady Strathnaver: " I am >ery hopefull thi3 fi nds your 

1 Extract bond of provis ion, r egiste red in 
t he books of council an<l sessiou, I st Sept em
be r 17:?0, in SutLerl:lnd Charter-chest. 

2 The dat~s of t he births of the ch ildren 
are taken from L'\•ly :-)tr:J.thoavcr's Bible at 
D nnrobiu l'a5th:, wh~re th~y arP n" tct l. 

3 Lett ers in Sut herla nd Charter-chest. 

' Vol. ii. of t his work, p. !:! :?5. 

5 George is named by peerage- writers 
t be eldest son, !JUt t his is a mistake. 

6 Letter in ~uthcrhnd C'h1rter-chcst. 
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lady$hip S.'l.fely delirered, ane account whereof would be very agreeaule. " 

On the :)~th he agai n "rit~s: " I ame h.::u tily glado of my lady's ~afe 

delircry, and wish your lon.bhip and her much j oy of the youug gentleman, 

whose health I h~we t!ruuk oftener than oucc, aiHl particH.larly with my Lord 

Reay." I n the boUll of prori~ion by hi$ father, being then the third 

surv iving son, he i3 provitlccl with twenty thousand ruerks. On 11th 

F ebruary 17 3 1 \Yi.lliam, Lord Stratlma 1·er, writes to ?IIr. Ros5 "to give 
ruy brother Charly sc1·euty-nine pouutl5 sterling, as per my draught 

to hii•1 for that sum. H ol is in a day or two to set out for Lonuon 
in order to push hi:~ fortuue, so that I hope you'll ha'l'e ane eye 

orer him, autl let him have the ruouey by degrees, as he 'I ha1·e occasion 

for, and not nil at once, iu cnice he may come t o squander it away. 
I hope the earl, Gencrnl I~uss, ancl other frien1lil will be a~sisting iu 

gett ing him a pnir of collours, or some other place in the army." Soon 

aften1·ards he was well reported of by his g;andfather, .John, Earl of Suther

land. By :)ith September he was in H olland, and resided iu Utrecht 
for the purp•ise of pursuing his edu~nti on, having engaged a tutor to 

accompany him from Loudon , at a salary of £.!0 per annum. H is brother, 

Lord Strathna1·er, was dis!Jleased at t his expens", which he deemed to be 
unn ecessary, a, Le thongltt he was of age to be able to gorern himself. 

Charles report~d that he is beginning college, and tha t he W:l.'l instructed 
for an hour with a F rench master. Lon! Jeuburgh . and Lord George llay 

were with him, but he intendeu to live in a frugal manner. .As early as 7th 

October, bad reports were received of him by Loru Strathnavcr, who writes 
to Mr. Ross that he is not surpriseu at these reports, and that he is very 

much afraid of his couuuct.1 He died nbroau, at Spa or Olne, in August 

1 732, without issue. 
6. The H on. George Sutherland, who was born in September 1 i 14. On 1 !l th 

November 1 i 14 Mr. Ross sends for "Mr. George" a whip with a string 

of beads. In the bond of provision, where he is deocribeu as the fourth 

lawful son, he is proviueu in a sum of sixteen thousand merks. He died 

at Ed in burgh on t he 13th, and wa.'l buried in the Abbey Church at 

H olyroou on 18th :Jiarch l7 3G . ~ 

I L<' tte rs in Su the rl :mrl Charter-che •t. ! Burial register, Holyrood Abbey. 
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7. The H ou. Robert Sutherland, born in Octul>t:r 1715. lie died young. 

S. TL.:; iluil. Frcdcr ick Sntherbml, born in St•pteml>er 171 8. ll e Llied in infanry. 

The <laughters were-

1. The Ron. Helen Sutherland. She was born on 8th April 17 17, and was 

named after her grandmother, llelen Cochrane, Lady Stmthnaver. 1 She 

was providetl by her father to the sum of twenty-four thousand merks. 

She married un l:2 th April 1 i 40 Sir J ames CulquLoun, baronet, of Col

quhoun and Luss. In 17 38, in t erms of tl1e bond of provision, she made 

claim to hC'r deceased brothers' portions. In 17 G 6, along \\ ith h~r sister, 

she proposeu that their tJi,putc with 1\'illiam, seventeenth Earl of Sutbcrland, 

regarding the legacies l ~ ft by Lally Katharine Strathnaver t o their children 

should be submitted to arbitration rather than Lave their names so frequently 

mentioneu in the Parliament House.2 It was after Lady Helen t hat the 

t own of Il clensburgh, built by Sir James Colquhoun, her husband, wa> 

named.3 She died 7th January 17 9 1, aged 7 3 years, having been 

predeceased by her husuand on l Gth X m·ember 17 8 6. They were buth 

buried in the Colquhoun family burying-place in the old chapel of Rossuhu. 

There was i s~ue of their man-iage three sons and six daughters. 

2. The lion. Janet Sutherland. She was born before l Gth May 17 ~0, and 

was provilletl by her fat her to the sum of fifteen thousand merks. She 

married, on 24th October 17 40, George Sinclair of UJb,ter, aud died in 

Edinburgh on 9th June l 795. She had issue. 
1 VoL ii. of this work, pp. ~~0. ~21. W .S., 24th March 1766, in Sutherlan<l 
2 Original letter, Lady H elen Colquhoun Charter-chest. 

ant! Lady Janet Sinclair to :'>Jr. Mackenzie, 3 The Chiefs of Colquhoun, vol. ii. p. lO!J. 

Jir~r 
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XIX.-\\'I!.!. L\~1, s1xn:E:-..TH EAnL OF SUTIIEI:LA~D. 

LAIJY ELIZAU ET II WE~IYss, 111 s Cot:~n:ss . 

1733-1750 

1.J.JII.LLL\I, sixteenth Earl of Sutherlallll, \ras the second son of ".illiam , 

\' V Lonl Strathnaver, aml K atharine Morrison, Lady Strathnaver, 

and was Lorn on :!u October l 708.1 Dy the death of h is father and also of 

his elder brother he became, in l 7 ~0, I .o rd Strathnawr and hei r-aiJparent to. 

the earldom, anu his grandfather, the fifteenth carl, sent bim abroad to 

complete his education. H e went to Angers, from Angers to Paris, anu 

from Paris to H anover. H is granJfathcr wrote to Frederick, Prince of ·w ales, 

aud to the prince's secretary, on the young man's behalf. The latter in reply 

to the ea rl comments upon the fa,·ourable impress ion made on the conrt 

by his grandson : "A yonng lortl is collie l1 ere that is a fiue gentleman, 

shcwiug sen~e and discretion in enrytl1ing he says and does, and therefore 

much liked by tl1e prince. This gentlclllan has so great a value and respect 

for your lordship, that he will goc soon to E nglauu on purpose to make 

you a visitt." 2 The Earl of Sutherland hoped the Prince of \Yales would 

make his gran1lson a gentl eman of the bedchamber. While in Germany 

Lord Strathnaver proposeLl to make a visit to the royal mines in tl1e H artz 

mountains, Lut apparently he was calleu home before the opportuni ty 

offered. Slwrtly afterward:;, in the same year, 1 7::!7, he was elec teu member 

of parliament for the county of SntlH~rlaud, and l1is parliamentary duties, 

with occasional Yisits to Scotlaml, occupied him till his succession to the 

earldom, which took place in 1 i33. 

I utter, Hugh Gordon of Carroll to th e e:lrl , ~d O.:t .. be r 1746, mentioning the ~J M 

the earl's birthd ay, in Sutherland Charter-chest. z Letter, I j:?'j, ih id. 

VOL. I. 3 E 
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· H e married Lady Elizabeth \\' cllly ss, eldes t daughter of David, tb irol 

Earl of " "emyss, by !J is third .wife, E lizabeth, daughter of H enry, Lord 

Sinclair. She '"a:; oHly about seventeen years of age at the tirue, the 

earl being i n his twenty-six th year. The cont ract of marriage is dated at 

th e Cauongate, 1 ith April 1 ';' 34, Lady E lizabe th's dowry bei ng 28,000 merks, 

of which sum, on the :>arne day, sl1e ass igned 2i ,OOO merks t o her fu ture 

husbamP Great preparations \rere made at D unrobiu for the reception 

of the yonng cou ple, and it was propose•l that a par ty of seventy or 

eighty ge t 1tlcm ~· n on horseback should meet them at I nverness to escort 

them home. 

F or the next ten years the course of t he earl's life flo,•ed on in peaceful 

domes tic hapt•i ncss. H is marri3ge into the "~emys.~ fam ily brought l1i m 

into intimate relations wit h nu extended circle, including General J ames 

St. Clair, u ncle of his \rife, \r ho became one of the earl's warmest and 

most i nflueut iai f riend,;. D uring this period the earl was elec ted in 1 i 34 

and 1 7 41, a s a represe ntative peer to parli ament. About t his time also 

he made a pu rchase of the large estate of Assynt, but for some reason 

the purchase \ \'US Ji spn tcLl, an•1 did not take effect unti l a much later date . 

. It appears that the earl's efforts to outain possession led to serious dis

turbances,2 i n course of which Chalda H ouse in Assynt was bn rneJ do,m, 

and numeron:> thefts of cattle took place there and elsewhere. I t was 

proposed to get a strong party of the bighland company to guard the country, 

and .efforts were made to arres·t the marauders and recover the cattle, 

bu t apparently without much success. 

The earl was for some time governor of Blackness Castl e., but in lieu of 

t his post, in 1 i H, he received the appoint ment of first lord of police. I n 

1 :\leru orials of t he Family of i\'emyss of i\'e rn yss, 'l"ol. i. pp. 344 , ~45. 
~ Vol. ii. of this work , pp. 237, 2 38. 
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t.he same year, when the:rc aro;,c rumours uf iu\asiou, l1e wrote a. letter, IJru

bauly to ~ir J ohu C:opu, ex p re ::.~i n;; his willingness to serve the go,·ernmeut. 

The disarming of the country !JUt the loyal clans at a llisaJnntagc, as 

the disaffecteJ were generally Yery well anuell; uut the earl promiscJ upon 

an emergency to bring 500 1oen t ogt.:t her, auJ suggested that a lon.l

l ieutenant shoul,) l.Je ll::tlllel), who COulJ asseml.J)c the lll ili tia, anJ that a 

supply of arws shou!J be Ji;,triuuteJ, a tlwusa uJ of wltich, he adds, could 

be use:fu lly placeJ among Lis friemls.1 These su~gestious "·ere not 

adopted, but the earl, in the following year, £un.~seeing the imminence of an 

inYasion and insurrection, took the most prom1•t allll Jirec t measures to 

protect his couutry. Owing to old feuds aud political disagreements, there 

existed a coolness between the carl anJ George, third Lord Iteay. To 

obviate this aud secure con.lial co-operatiou in behalf of tl1e goYerument, 

he seut ~Iajo r H ugh ::\fackay to Tougue on a fri endly miss ion to LorJ 

ltcay. The major reporteJ that Lord Iteay haLl the hearties t disposition 

to scn·e t he earl anJ his family's real iuterests ou terms equal, Louest 

and honouraule on uoth siJes; and that, \"\"hil e regretting they w·ere hindered 

from doiug so for some ti111e past, he was now well pleased that the earl 

was disposed to allow tl1em to sen·e hi m.2 The earl therefore entered 

into a bond of friendship and mutual assistance with Lord neay, and the 

reconciliation gave great satisfaction to the friends of the government. 

Robert Craigie of Gleudoick, lord ad\·ocate, expressellmuch j•leasure on learn

ing the fact, as he had regretted the differences between them, ]Jarticularly 

in the parliamentary elections, which he always regarJed as the pl'incipal 

cause of their disstnsiou. 3 The earl's mother, howeYer, was ~orry and vexed 

1 Lette r, dated Euinhurgh, :?Hh :'>larch 
1743-4, at Ye3ter. The Earls of Cromartie, 
vol. ii. pp. 184, 185. 

2 Ldter, 15th July li45, in Sutherland 
Charter-chest. 

J Yo!. ii. of this ~ork, p. 2.J3. 
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at the agrec ntent , cteclari11g that Lord J: eay ·was a "Yery cuuir1g man ;" 1 

·w hile other fri ends, notalJly Sir .] attleS Fcrgus~on of Kilkerran and General 

St. Clair, \note with adYice on the sul,ject. 

About the tll ilhl lc of August 1 i 45, the ca rl received private intelligence 

of the l::mJing of Prince Charles Edward iu Scotb.nd, and al~o advices from 

the lord advocate. In re1•ly, the earl reminds him that bis majesty's 

firm est fri end s were destitute of arms and ammnnition, while the king's in

veterate enemies were but too well provider!. lie and Lord Heay, he says, 

conlJ raise 1800 or 2000 men, and LriLlle all tl 1e 1Jnulic enemies to tlte north 

of them, besides doing considerable service otherwise, if only they had arms 

and mnmuni tion.2 The lord ach·ocate states tltat he lwd represented the 

tnattcr to the goYemment, and intimates Sir J olm Cope's march northward.3 

The carl rorr<'~ponded \'."i th I.ord Reay, and he also wrote to the ministers 

of the various pnrishcs in his sheri ffdom, in timating the pretender's landing, 

and r t'qniring from each a list of men in their parishes between the ages of 

sixteen and sixty, aule to bear ann~, and of wltat arms they could furnish. ' 

Orders were giYen for the mn :;;tering aml reviewing of all aYailaLie men, and 

apparently at their first gathering, th e meu '.Vel'e add ressed by the earl with 

the following word::: of cncoum;;emcnt :-

"You are intleLted to me cun:;itlerably on account of arrears for ~ODie years past. 
These I forgil"e you. The current rent of this year I do not e:\.11ect t ill the affairs of 
the nation are settler!, as you seem he,1ftily inclin'd to follow me and risque your all in 
tlefence of his majesty's person and go'l"ernmeut. I further as~ure you that if it 
h.1 ppeus to come to action, you will see that my person will Le the first exposed to 
danger with yours; and if any of you sutTer Ly death , or be rendered uncapable to suppor t 

1 Lette r, d:~ted 25th July I 7 45, in Suther. 
!.t.nd Charter-chest. 

2 Letters, vol. ii. of this work, pp. i 5 ;-;. 
l I bid. pp. 253, 2.>4. 
~ lo :l. U6Wer to t his <~ p pcal th e feocible 

men were returned :~s follows :- Dornoch 
parish, 3i3; Golspie, 20S; Loth, 176 ; 
KtlJonan, 183 ; Criech, :l:1:!; ltog:~rt, 2S4; 
C'lyo e, l 3.:i; Lairg, 151; F:~ rr, 20:1; au •l l.:il 

about the cas tle of Dunrobiu. 
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your families. if 1 suni•e th~y shall be my peculiar c::~re, and a.s I ::1m to settle my 
a U'aii.; Lcfvrc 1 t~kc the GdJ, I si,,\!lle:~vc tl.iti Ll)' will an,J pleasure to Lc obscn·ul loy 
111y brirs awl executors." l 

The earl, ou 31st .:\.ngmt 17-15, informed :;ir ,Tubn Co1Je, then at Inverness, 

that he had :?00 111en ready to be sent there on two d~ys' notice, with a 

}Jl'Omise of 400 or 500 more, Lut Sir Jolm's departure for the south pre

vented his acccpt~nce of thei r se rvices. T!Je earl then wrote to !'resident 

Forbes at Culloden, repeating the offer of the 200 men, and earnestly 

desiring that arms might Le forwarded to Dumouin fur tl1eir use. The 

president replied in general t erms that the arms were not forthcoming, aml 

meanwhile Inverness was quict.2 During these arrangements, the earl, in 

conjunction with Lonl Reay, pro\·ided for a guarJ of men to be stationed at 

Corrykinloch, not far from th e head of Loch Shin, and at various fords, to 

check "broken men" aml plunderer:; from eutering Sutherland, out a good 

ueal of trouulc arose frulll desertions, as Lhc Lan·est pressed and the senice 

was not palatable. 

The president wrote on 17th Septem1Jcr 17 45, propos.iug to the earl to 

raise au independent company.. T he earl at once agreed, a11d named oflicers 

wlto received commissions, while SC\'eral gentlemen wlw wished employment 

as officers were di.;appointecl, as the number of compauics to be raised was 

rl!~tricted. The earl wrote expressing the readiness of his men to take the 

fidd at ouce, to which the president replied comruendi11g the earl's zeal, 

which he promised to represent to the authorities.3 Learning from the 

neigi1uouring county of Caithness, with wl1ich he had established a corre

spondence, that ships were cruising off that coast and the Orkr;eys and lanJ iug 

1 MS. :r-.·~rrati~e. ' ' Cunuuc t of Wi!liam, Earl of Sntherland, I; 45," p. 233, in Sutber
b. ntl Ch~rter-ch es t . 

2 Letters, I 1 til an•l I :?th September I ; -l5, ibirl. 
3 Letters, I 7th :3eptembcr and l~t a nd ~d October, ibid. 
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arms, anJ that the people were disaffectctl, tltough this was contratlicted by 

his o\m brother-iu-bw, George Sinclair of Ulbster, who was sheriff of 

Caithness, the earl employed men to guarJ the passes uetwetn the two 

counties. H e was also trouuled by some of l'rince Charles's adherents 

recruiting in his neighuourhood, notably ~l 'D oncll of Tiari sdale, and took 

p recautions to prennt the lurking in the hills of stragglers and rogues who 

fnvourcJ th e rebels and were inclined to !Jl under. 

The Earl of Loudou n arri,·cd in the north on 9th October, aml President 

Forbes wrote rer1uiring that tltc earl's independent company should be brougltt 

to Dornoch to recei\'C directions, arms and commissions. The earl relJlied 

that the men would be assembled on the 1 !lth, although he was later informed 

that the authorities had nothing uut guns and bayonets with which to arm 

them, and President Forbes suggested that they should beg or borrow 

broad-swords till such coultl be had from the south.1 The president a few 

days a ft erwards desired that the company might ue sent to Tain aml thence 

to l n,·erness. H e in formed the earl that Lord Fortrose had gathered a few 

men about Brahan and the \\'ay would therefore ue comparatively safe, but 

he suggests that the company sl10uhl borrow a few guns to ensure safety 

on the march, wh ich could ue returned after thei r arri ,·al at Inverness. The 

men, however, were desp~ttcheJ by sea, and their arri,·al at I nverness is 

reconled in a lette r to the earl. The writer ex]!lains that he had been at 

Si t· Tiorlerick ?lh cke nzie's bouse at Scatwell on \\.ednesd~y nigh t because 

the peO]Jle there ditl not think it safe for h im to go to K essock that night 

for th e F rasers, but he went on Th ursday to I nverness. H e informs the 

earl that you ng Ross of P itealnie had joined Lord Lovat \Yith 30 men 

from the heigh ts of Strathoykell and Strathcarron, and that Lord LoYat was 

to send a detacl tment to Ross. H e then adds, " Your lordship's men arived 
1 Lette r, 12th Oct.ober I 'j 45, in SutherlanJ Charter-chest. 
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a ~ I m·crness hst Friday's night (2<ilh October]. The company, when it 

reached lnn,rue:;s, co115i:, t ed of ~ O::l wen and a piper, and 1uacle a fine appear

ance. I a<>Sure your lorlship there was noue at luvcruess t l1at carne within 

sight of the111, the very cadies on the street was whispering to one aneotl!er 

that the Sutherland men h2.Ll affronted all the rest except the ::\I 'Leods. They 

were very '\\e ll clade, and mostly gentlemen's children. ~Iaj or Macke nzie 

was claping your men, mabng very much of them, aud did not house till they 

all got tlu~ir billets." 1 Lord Lomluun bad pro'."idtd money for the men, and 

wrote complimenting th e earl upon l1is zeal, and tl1at "they aud their oflicers 

will do credit to tl1e coulltry t hey come from;" \vhile P1esiuent Forbes con

gratulated him that, notwithstanding the difficulty of their route, they had 

arrin~d earlie r th an any other compan y, except Ross of Culcaim's, \rlliclt had 

only a short distance to come : " Dut zeal like your lordship's will do any

thing." 2 

The .first company of the Sutherland militia was commanded by Captain 

Alexander Gunn, who wrote, t ha t when his company was inspected they 

were told they were all f;OOd men, and a \·ery good comvany.3 Their fine 

appearance led to a request for th e raising of a second company, wbich was 

raised within a few days, and phced under the command of Captain 

P atrick Sutherland, a cadet of the Duffus family.4 The preside nt strovgly 

commended the earl's acti\ity, and wrote of it as further eviuence, if 

such were wanting, of his al•ility as well ~·s zeal to serYe the government, 

which he hoped would be properly remembered in due time. This com

pany; howe\-cr, on its first appearance at least, proJucecl a less favourable 

impression than the former, as many of the men were p~orly clad, and 

there was no fund from ·which to clothe them. 

1 Let te r from Patrick Gray, dated !:!Sth 
October 1745, in Sutherland Charter-chest. 

2 L~tters , !:!6th and 27th October, i bid. 

3 Letter, 1st Xovember, i l,id. 
4 He is described as brother to the late 

(Alexe.nder Sutherland of] Kinminitie. 
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Lett t: rs fro m the earl's friends, Alexander DroLlie of UruLlie, a ud Lon.l 

l>ufl"us, at tlti s ti me, aJ. vised him of the rumours of tlte progress of t he rebel 

army, desertions front their ranks, the couduct of the Earl of Cromartie and 

Lord Lovat, which, however, are matters of history, and need not here be 

detailed. A subject which lay nearer home was an application from the 

peoiJle of Assynt, who were apprehensive of an at tack from the rebels. The 

earl ordered the men of Lairg pariilh to renJer aid if necessary, and also wrot e 

to LorJ Tieay to give similar instrnctions to the men of Edderachill s. Tbis 

promptitude on the part of t lte earl prevented the threatened attack. H e 

himself was much lu id aside by illness during tLe month of XovemLer, 

bu t took an active interest in all that was going on, and the presbytery 0f 

Dornoch presented an aJ dress expressing their sense of the earl's activ ity 

in the puL1ic service, and of his adherence to the Protestant and I:evolution 

interest.1 

To encourage the two companies of Sutlter1and men at Inverness, the 

earl sent kindly messages to them, which were communicated by Captain 

Gunn. Ensign K enneth Sutherland wrote giving an acconnt of the discipliue 

maintained in Iu veruess, the num ber of guards and their stations, hours, etc. 

Besides three compani es from Sutherland, there were in the town one from 

}'errin donald, one from Grant's country, and 450 1\Iacleods, while !! 00 

i\Iacdonalds were expec ted shortly. A company of townsmen were also to 

recein~ arms. The \\Titer complains that all the n ecessarie~ of life had risen 

greatly in price, "the best lo•.l of peats ha\·ei ug risin from five pens to 

a mark," and other things in proportion, which made li\·ing dear.2 One of 

the greatest troubles in connection \vith the independent companies was tl .e 

frequent desertions of the men, anJ the Sutherlaml militia were no exception. 

1 Address, vol. ii, of this work, p. 9Z; letters, 16th sod l'; tb .;{ovcmber, in Sutherland 
Cha.rtcr. cbest. 2 Lett~r, :!Oth Xovcm her, ibirl. 
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.One letter refers to the men of the parish of Loth, wl10 had deserted ap

parently in a body, aut! numerous single desertions arc referred to. 'Vhat 

opiuion was helll on the subject Ly tlte culprits may be gathered from a 

letter addressed to the e~rl by the miui~ter of n ogart. He says: "llaving 

enquired into the reason of such as I mett with in the church this day of the 

paroch of Rogart, what might bee the occasion of their comiug from Inver

ness, (they) told me they frequeutlie commalllletl the pri\·eltlge for some few 

dayes of seiug and settleing their afairs, which was thcr onlic motive, and to 

demonstrate ther willingness in serving the government, and ther regard 

towards your lordship and countrie, they were all to take journey to

morrow." 1 

Captainl'atrick Sutherland, who commanded the secoml company, and had 

come from England for that purpose, askeJ fo r leave to visit the earl at 

D unrobin, but was told his presence was necessary at Inverness. lie wrote 

that the men of his company were very uneasy about re tuming, and being 

relieved by others which they saiJ the earl had promised. Their oilicers had 

great difficulty in keeping them together, and they ask for instructions from 

the earl.2 Other and more definite complaints were made by other officers, 

and the earl on his part vuni.shed some of the deserters by incarceration in 

the " pit," or dungeon, but apparently without much good result. From one 

letter we learn that the piper of Captain Gunn's regiment turned out to be 

a "drinking silly raskall, and quite unfitt for that charge." He was set to 

carry a musket, and the captain begged the earl to procure from Captain 

Innes of Sandsitle the use of his piper till Captain Gunn could obtain one 

from his brother 's regiment in Holland.3 

1 The men in question were imposed upon by one of their scrge:mts. Letter, ll!r. l\!unro 
of Rogart, 21st Decembe r, in Sutherlao<l Ch:J. rter -chest. 

~ Letter, 23d December, ibid. 3 Letter, 2d J :J.nu.uy 1746, ibid. 
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· The Sutherlaml militia, however, hatl already taken part in some 

military cxpeuitions by Lord Loutloun against the Frasers. The first was 

to Fort Augustus and met with no opposition, ~bile a second led to the 

capture of LorLl Lovat, the particulars of wl1ich are given in a letter from 

Lieutenant ·william ).Iackay.1 Lord Lo,·at was taken to Inverness, and 

allowed to live in pri\·ate lotlgings on his parole, but not many days later 

l\Ir. Brodie, the Lyon, wrote that he hau made his escape, but how or where 

was not then known. 

Some annoyance was cau~ed to the earl at this time by certain remarks 

made by the Lyon in a com·ersation which they hau together at Dunrobin, 

in reference to which the earl thus expressed himself to the lord president :

"He gave it me as his O}Jinion and advice that I should march to Inverness 

with ~00 m~n in orJer to serve the government, and keep them at my own 

expence." At the same time he had remarked that the earl had not done 

more, nny, not so much as others, and as the two companies he had sent 

were paid hy the government, they were unJer no obligation to him on that 

account. The earl wrote that though he had a regard for l\Ir. Brodie, and 

the more so that he was a servant of the government, he must still be 

cautions in following the aJvice of a printe gentleman who had no commis

sion. As to his two companies, and ~Ir. Brodie's observation that they were 

paid by tlre king, and consequently the obli~ation less as to him, "my answer 

is that when I call'd tho.se men together, a::; they were then indeuted to me 

considerably Loth by arre~us and the current rent of this year, I told them 

t hat they shoulJ not be straitned with paying either till these troubles were 

over." The earl was daily looking for a call for more men, to whpm he promised 

t he same, "so," he adds, "I have not received ten pounds ste rling of my 

rent since these troubles began." Ii the president deemed it proper, however, 

1 VoL ii. of thu work, pp. !l3-!l4. 
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he woult.l march to Inw:rness.1 In reply, the prt:sideut expressed his 

suryi.'ise that anyuoly sl LoulJ be so foolish as to disparage his lordship's zeal 

and service on this important occasion. He suggests that he must have 

misunderstood the Lyon, or that the ret1ectious came from some low ill

meaning person, unacquaiuted with the truth. H e bears witness that the 

earl, from the ' ery beginning of these unhappy confusious, had sl1own the 

most becoming zeal an d forwardness for the maintenance of his majesty's 

just rights, and the religion and lib t: rty of his couutry, and had furuish(;d the 

troops called for with exemplary promptitude and alacrity; "and that you, 

over and over again , offered to march \rith yom whole posse, if occasion 

required, an offer which nothiug prevented your making good , or our accepting 

of, but the want of arms and suU.~istance, which most certainly was none of 

your lordship's fault." The president concludes uy adYising the earl n ot to 

be uneasy at so foolish a fals ehood .~ The earl sent Lonl. Loudoun a new 

year's present of a plaid, for which the earl thanks his lordship, and was very 

much obliged to him.3 The presence of Lord Elcho, Lady Sutherland's 

nephew, with the prince's army, which no doubt w:>.s a grief both to the earl 

and countess, is thus referred io by Lord Reay: " As in civil \Yars people 

have gcneraUy some they ~·ish \Yell on both sides, so they meet with some 

uneasyness even when their cause succeeds. This I take to be your lordship's 

case with respect to my Lord Elcho, aud is really partly mine, as I had 

all wise a great regard for that family." 4 An other correspondent at this 

period was the Right lion. H eury Pdham, first lord of the treasury, who 

wrote in a very fri endly manner about the earl's zeal for the government, 

and with offers of service.5 

I Letter, dated 31st Decembe r 1745, in 
M~ Narr:1tive, ut supra. 

2 Letter, cht ed 2d J anu:1ry 17 46, in Suther
hnd Charter-chest. 

3 Letter, d:1ted Inverness, 2d January, 
ihirl. 

4 Let ter, dated Tongue, !lth J:1nuary, iltid. 
6 Letter, 9th January, ibid. 
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At the end of J a unary 1 i ·1 G l'res illellt rorLes agai n ;note to tl1e earl 

to furnish more men. H e ex peeled a. ship slwrtly to arrive laden with 

arms, anJ he \Yishes the carl " to pitch upon a cOUlJle of hundred clean:r 

fellows to be Lrought together in the form of militia as soon as the arms 

ex peCted come." 1 In re}•ly the earl l:aid he would have the men ready to 

march at a moment's notice, anJ he had tolJ them he would place himself 

at their head. I n a later ldter the president informed the earl that the 

Angus, ::\Iearns auJ Aberdeensh ire men ktll set out from l'erth with Lord 

t ewis GorLlon towards Aberdee n, that the prince was said to be marching 

northward through Athole, and that they ;vere not far distant. The forces 

of the well-in tentioned should therefore be got together and march towards 

Inverness to fru strate their design ; and tltc m ·itcr suggests to the earl that 

he should immediately send off as many men as he had at hand, by Dornoch 

and Tain towards I nverbreaky, anJ as many more as soon as he conld get 

them together. H e announces tbe arriYal of the 3peeJwell sloop of war with 

arms, not the third of what was demanded, but they woulJ be of use; and if 

the earl's people could not come to Innrness, :!0~ or 300 could be carried 

to Cromarty Day. The president furth er comments on the earl's generous 

offer to come along with his people as an absolute proof of zeal; but he 

advises the earl not to do so owing to the state of his health, and 

the badness of the " ·eather, adding: "And besides, how irreparable the loss 

would be to the publick, as well as to the fami ly of Sutherland, if anything 

should happen to give a wrong turn to your health." H e concludes by 

suggesting that if the earl must head his people to bring them out, he sl10uld 

come only a short way with tl1em, and send them on under other leaders.2 

I n the meantime the earl hurried forward his levies. His manner of 

1 Letter, 31st J a.ouary 174G, in Sutherland Charter-chest. 
J Letter, !lth FcLruary 1746, ibid. 
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raising the men is indicated in nn orJer which he i:Jsued to Captain John 

Cluues of Neibton, his factor, commanding him to rendezvous the whole 

elfecti,·e men in Lotl1 and Kildonan, \vithout distiuction of person!>, and 

pitch upon 38 of the sightliest and best-Lodicd men in Kildonan, and 25 in 

Loth to appear at DuuroLiu, and march with the earl in person whereYer 

l1is majesty's service t cquiretJ.l The earl did plnce himself at the head of 

his men, and on the 15th of l:'eLruary he wrote to the president from Tain 

that be was now so far on hi !> way, and proposed to be at Cromarty on 

:Monday night with 4.00 men. His Stratbnaver men, \vllO were at a greater 

distance, were not yet arriwd, Lut would come in a day or two. lle exr•ccted 

arms and ammnnit ion as soon as they arrived at Cromarty, and if any 

broadswords could be spared they would he very useful. In this he was 

disappoiuted, and wrote from the san1e place on 20th February: "I shall 

only add that I march'd to Cromerty with 400 men when I made not the 

least douLt but that I was to h ::we received arms and ammunition for 

them ; and as I have kept them at my own expeuce, I should be very glad 

to know what rout I am to take with them, that I may order their pro,isions 

accordingly." The men's complaints for want of arms m.ade him uneasy.2 

Though it was a disappointment to the earl to be forced to return to Tain 

1 Onl er, Dnnrobin, Sth February I i 46, in 
Snther!and Charter-chest. As a vrepar.>tion 
for the earl's campaign a 1nil itary fri~ ud sent 
him some hints as to the marching and quar
t ering of a small number of men, and al3o an 
old book containing an abridgement of the 
life of Gnsta\-us Adolphus. 

2 Letters, dated Tain, 15th and ZOth 
February 17 46. A Lilt ren de red to the carl 
some months later has se\·eral items relati ng 
to t his expe.lition. l" nder date 15th 
February I j 46 1t bas: "To twenty one 

bottles cb.ret, £::?, Zs." "To 25 bottles rum 
t o tl.e men, and in punch, £3, Zs. Gd." 011 

the I Gtb, "To el!tertainruent for two days, 
£:!, I o~." "To corn a.uJ. straw to th e 
horses, !ls." Similar entries occur on the 
:20th, Zlst and Z::!d of February, and include 
among the liquors, "Lisbon," claret, sack
whey, whisky, "zerry," rum, and ale. On the 
la.<!t J.ate is" To ctJtertainment, £ !, 5." "To 
st raw an<l corn for the above 4 days, I Ss. Sd." 
[Account to William Ross, paid ith August 
174G, in Sutherlan<l Charter-chest.] 
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without arms, his presence there turued out fortunate. toni I-oudoun haJ 

Lten forceu to retire from IuYemess as his men were not sufiicieut to cope with 

the rebel army. He, howc,·er, k ept the one end of the town till the rebels took 

possession of the other, aud he passed the tower with the last of his troops 

u nder fi re of their cannon. H e retired first into Hoss, crossing at K essock 

Ferry and thence to Dunskeatbness.1 Dalna6owu was his next stnge, from 

which be ·wrote the earl to order all the boats from Sutherland toLe sent to 

the fer ry near Taiu, aULl also to inquire if the people of Tain had brought up 

all the boats between them and Tarbatness. On the following day he wrote that 

the boats ought to he at the Dornoch Firth, but he saw uo use in crossing at 

IJresen t. The shi ps had arrh·ed in Cromarty Day with arms, of which 300 

stand were for the earl, who was to march so many men to Cromarty to 

receive them. Later on the same day, however, he resolYed to cross on the 

morrow, sta rting from Balnngown with the t roops at five o'clock in the 

morning. H e tl tCrefo re wrote again to the earl desiring him to have all his 

people across the :;\!eikle Ferry or Dowoch Fi rth before J.ord Loudoun's men 

came up, lest the enemy, by ad,•ancing t oo quick , should attack their rear. 

Lolilloun 's army accordingly crossed from I:oss into Sutherland on the morn 

iug of the 23d of F eLrnary, and he took up his qnarters at Dornoch, whence 

he wrote the earl asking him to send his fo urth company, then at Golspie, to 

guard the passes on the Shin.2 Lord Louuouu's retreat into Sutherland was 

caused by an atlvance of a tktachment of tLe reLels nuder the J~arl of 

Cromartie, who had reached .Alness when he learn ed of Lord Loudoun's 

ret irement to Sutherland.3 Lord George 1-Iurray also marched with some of 

the best of the highland regiments, " the flower of tl1e army," to join Earl 

Cromart ie, but turn ed on reaching Dingwall, and hastened back to I uverucss 

1 Vol. ii. of this work, p. 86. 2 I bid. pp. 86-58. 
3 Lord !.lacleod"a narrotive. The Earh of Cromarti~ , vol. ii. p. 396. 
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in case tlJC enemy shoulJ march through Atholc. H e left the Stewarts uf 

.Appil• OJ. L :·uuli.; anJ the :Jhcc;rcgurs at Diugwall, in all about 300 men.1 

Lord Loudoun wrote to the earl ou 24th February that he had deli,·ert!J 

to his officers ·10 chests of arms auLl a chest of cartriJgcs. LorJ PresiJent 

Forbes also, ,,-]w haJ reti red along with the army, th::mkeJ the earl for his 

oLliging invitation to Dunrobin "to so gooJ company and so good quarters," 

and was heartily sorry that the nature of the service did not permit him to 

make himself happy in accepting it. Lord Loudoun was marchiug with the 

:Macleods, to be followed bY. the ::.r acJonalds and others, if necessary, to 

secure the passes iuto the earl's couutry, anJ the lord preside ut required to 

remain in the neigltbonrhooJ for some time to give the Lest directions Le 

could. He asks a favour for the laird of ~Iacleoll, who by different accidents 

had lost all his horses, so that he l1ad not a Least to ride on, at the same time 

that he was almost lame. If the carl coulJ send him a cle,·er pony to carry 

him through the rough places he must pass, it woulLl be extremely oLliging. 

Next day the president wrote that l1e had certain information that LorJ 

Cromartie had halted at Alness, anLl had orders to march back to Dingwall

Cromartie had expected to be at Taiu yesterday-a mpney gathering-but 

had retired.2 D asertious from the earl's companies, now that they were in 

their own country, continued to increase, and vigorous measures were taken 

for checking the evil, and filling up the proper numbe rs. .:.Ieanwhile, intell i

gence came to the earl of the gradual <Llhauce from .Abe:deeu of the royal 

army under the Duke of Cumberland. Xotices of the movements of the rebels 

also came to him, which he transmitted to President Forbes, announcing the 

nurubers under the Earl of Cromartie to be between !:!000 and 3000 men, who 

1 Letters, LorJ George ~[urray to the E.1rl of Cromartie, Dingwall, ~5th and ::!6th F~b· 
ruary, val. ii. of this work, pp. 1 !J::!, I !13. 

: Letters, dateJ Ov~rskibo, ::!3th anJ ::!Gtb February 17411, in Sutherland Charter-chest. 
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were threatening to march "throw this count ry for rniscing men, meal, atal 

the crown rents under th e pains u£ fire anJ. swotJ.." Tl1ere was also a rumour 

they were to l•c attacked from the west th:lt night or to-uwrrow l!lorning. 

The presiJ.ent returning the letter of intelligence remarks, " "' e arc daily 

allarmcd with storys from the west, of armys coming to invau e ns or more pro

perly to raise contributions in East Hoss. To-day morning >;e had the same 

albrum that has been transmitted to your lordship, with notice that th e 

rcbells were to Le this tby at Tain. But tlmt did not binder LorJ. LouJ.onn 

to send over a detachment of 150 men to Tain, 'vho about noon maJ.e pro

clamation at the cross, discharging all tl10se from whom delivery of meal or 

money was required Ly the rebells, to comply in any degree, with certifica

tion that if they diu, th ey shoul(l be considcreJ. as aiders and abettors of the 

rebe11s, and 1.le demeaned as traitors. This proclamation was orderly made>, 

and the detachment retu rned without hearing any more about the reLdJ;; 

except the commou report that tl1 ey were coming." But he did not thiuk 

their prince could spare so many hands from the work he was about. 

Lord I.oudoun wrote on the lOth of l\Iarch th&t he had a letter from the 

duke, dated at Aberdeen the 7th instant, informing him of the intended 

advance of his army to Inverness. Lord Loudoun added that he was 

informed that a body of the rebels, not very considerable, was soon to be at 

Tain, and he begged the e:trl to order all the boats upon the Suth~rland coast 

to repair forthwith to the Meikle Ferry, that he might be able to transport a 

force strong enough to put a stop to their depredations. Next day Lord 

Loudoun thanks the earl for his promptitude in sending the bo:tts. But it 

appears the weather prevented them being sent, as on the 15th Lord Loudoun 

informed the e:.trl that Lord Cromartie had formed a scheme to surprise 

them in the night; and begging the earl to send them round to him. The 

earl transmitted to Lord Loudoun at this time some intelligence \vhich was 
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considcrctl impo1 tant, ailll alw uw.de an npplicntion for more anus to dc[cud 

J)HIJ I'u~ .. ia c..~ s :le, ~ll,l i!Jg t!tat hi,; forlllcr appeal:; haLl Leen unsuccessful. 

Lord Loudoun, iu his reply, expre.sscs Lis surprise at this fact , because he 

never knew tl1at the ca ll had applied for arms fur t!tc defence of his h ou::;e 

before. H e had arms ready for the new cowpanies, as he yest.erJay took thei r 

numbers, and tl1e tleman,J woulJ be Ycry small ; but he " ·ouhl senJ what 

number of arms and wlwt quantity of ammunition wouhl be snfticient for the 

earl's use, on being acquainted of what was necessary.1 It is plain, from this 

letter, that Lonl Louuouu, although he had lea rn ed something of the mo\·e

ments of the rebel;;, was in total ignorance of an expedition which they 

tl1reatened against him from Tain , aml which was put into execution on the 

ft)llowiug IUorniug. 

On the 15th of ~Iarch the Duke of l'erth, who had been intrusted with 

the duty of dispersing Loudouu's force, was informed that the prince clesireJ 

his return to InYerness, a;; there " ·as no possil;ility of pursuing Loudoull 

beyond the water; but next day he wrote, thn t as there was no word anind 

about the Duke of Cumberland's motions," it is hoped wee shall have time 

enough to make clear work in other places." AccorJingly, the duke wrott~ 

to Lord Cromartie that he had been recalleJ, uut that the attempt against 

Loudoun was quite possible, nay easy, in case the :\Ioray boats came up, or 

eYen with the few boats in Cromarty l~ay. It would appear that the rebels' 

intelligence was more complete than that of LorLl Loucl~un, or there was 

treachery among the ruyalists, as the duke adus that the Frasers had been 

speaking to the Sutherland men oYer the ferry, and they were in absolute 

want of meal, and haJ nothing but rye to Loil, aml were begging for a little 

meal. The Duke of Perth's project was submitted to the prince, and was 

approved. It was, however, kept a complete secret, and the troops were helJ 

1 Vol. ii. of th i, work, pp. S~-9 1 . 
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in readin8SS on an hour's warniug on some other pretext. The expedition 

was carried out, uucl took I.ord LouJoun's force completely by surprise. 

Lord ~Iacleod, son of the Earl of Cromartie, who accompanieJ tl1e expcJition, 

thus summarises the result :-

"The thirtieth [nineteenth J of ~hrch in the morning, we gate an express from Tain 

t o acquaint us that several large boats were arriv'd there from the coast of :Uiurray. 

W e immeuiatcly went into tile town. These Loat> had beeu seut Ol'er by the prince's 

onlers, for tr:m~port ing of the troops at Tain into SutherlanJ, the euerny having carried 

away, or destroyed, all the boats thereaLouts. E>crything having Leen gate re~<ly that 

day anJ the following night, the first ,]i,·ision of our troops cross'd over into Suther

land next morning, !t:d by the Duke of Perth, anJ lauded without opposition, being 

unobserv'd Ly the enemy by reason of a thick fog. As we were to cross over at three 

different times, by reason that our boats were t oo few, and as my father's regiment was 

to be in the last division, I cross'd over with the Frascrs, expecting that there wou'd 

be some action, at wl1ich I was desirous of being present. But the enemy, as soon as 

t hey disco>ered our being laudeJ, retir'tl. The county militia went to their respective 

homes, and tl1e Earl of Sut.berlanJ cross"d over the Firth of :Murray and went to the 

D uke of CumLerlanJ's army. The Earl of Loudoun an tl the Presiuent ForLes retir'J 

with Sir Alexander )Iacdon:UJ and the Laird of i>IacleoJ aud their men into the I sle 

of Sky. The greatest part of Loudoun's own regiment was made prisoners of war, 

t ogether with their major, William ::\Iackenzie. " 'e marcheu wi thout los;> of time to 

D ornoch, anu so soon a~ my fath er's regiment was come over, I march'J with i t to 

Lord Dutfuo's house of Skelbo, where I remain'J that night. The ?.Iacgregors and 

Stuart.~, who bad march 'J the same way before me, had taken possession of three 

small ships which were ly ing at the Little Ferry, and which were fraughtcd by the 
governrueut." 1 

But this was not all, ior Dunrobin Castle itself fell into the hands of the 

rebels, though the earl escaped after some adventures. The following 

incidents are narrated by himself:-

" Under the fav-our of a thick fog the rebels cross'J (by boats collecteu from the 

coa.st of ~Iurray, notwithstanuing the sloops of war stationed there) at the Great Ferry, 

I The Earls of Cromartie, vol . ii. pp. ':! 0 5-~09, 39i . 
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I ; guard of which bat! l!ul beuJ comltlittetl to Lord Sullterlaml's militia, wlJO were 

st~.ti rmrd mort> up the cvnr.~ry upon the pa:ses that the rcLds were likelye~ t to attempt 

to force. .Fur ~gaiust sea attacks the earl though t they had been secured. However, 

it pnwed other'""ise ; and on the ~Oth day of l\lan:h 1 i4 G, snrue thousands of the 

t cbels, beaclctl Ly the Dnke of P erth, eutercd that county ncar t!t c town of Dornoch, 

six miles from Dunrobin, which caused Lurd Lowloun's regetneut, with some other 

t roops, to retire to the hills. Eut the rebels chief scheme being to get the Earl of 

Sutherland's person iu their possession, march'd in great ha.ste to DunroLin Ca.stle, 

where his lordsltip then was preparing wi th n full resolution to dtJend himself against 

any force of small arms to the last extrcmity. J;u t having recci.,.ed advice that the 

rebels barl scizd four ships in the Faryoons, with some cannon, and part of his lord

ship's militia being stationed at twtnty mile~ d i5t.1ucc, he thought it was ad\·iscaule to 

cndea.,.our his escape by sea (hi~ huu;;e not Leing proof against cannon) which, with 

great danger, by a special hand of J.>rovit!cnce he efrt>ctcd. ll aving before not only 

ordered his own, but all th e boats on the Sutherland coast, to the Great F erry, to 

facili ta te, on any emergency, the transpor ti ug Lord Loudou n's t roops ; but by chance 

there was an old fishiu g boat a mile distant from the house, in going to which be ruu 

a great risque of being taken by the rebel>~, being very lit tle ruore if quite out of 
tuusqnct slwt when they appeared. 

" It being a very thick fog, his lordship was exposed not only to the danger of the 

sea, but the iuclemcncy of the weather all that day, and coulc.l sec no ship. About 

midnigh t be put into Cromcrty fur "·atcr to refresh him and his few attewlauts, where 

knowing he was amongst encmica, m'lde all haste possible to get to sea again, which 

prond very lucky, it being aftemards discovered that on bio arrival an express was 

sen t to a party of the rebels " ho lay near t!te town to aJ•prebenc.l l1 im. All that night, 
with most of t he following day, was spent in search of a ship, when at last they 

d iscovered the Shark sloop of war, ·which Lis lordship went on board of, and was 

convcy'd part of the way by sea, after which his lordship, with ·much difficulty, got 
over land t o Aberdeen." l 

A letter, written to the earl a few days later, gives an account of the 

proceedings of the rebels at Dunrobin :-

"In less as balf-an-houre after your lordship took boat, the rebells, 300 of them, 

1 .MS. Nar ra ti Ye, in Sutherland Charter-ches t. 
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came to lJtmroLine that nigl.t ; sou1t1 of them came to the place in less as half.au

IIOurc "here ) our lonbhip tuvk l ~<) at, couJmandetl Ly M ·Donald of Chnruuald. They 

were that uight iu your Jnnl:;uip's cast!~, :w,l the t crlllrnts' houses ttcrcabouts. I hat! 
4 0 of tlJe!u under com maud of two l•fiiccrs. :\1 y wi f~ int ertaincd them; Lnt ruy Lrvthe r 

and I wt•nt to the hill:;. ~ixt lllorning the rcbells weut back to Doruocl1, th ey being 

alarm'tl tbat Lord Loudoun wa3 to attack t hem." 

They were much clisappointeJ at fimling the carl had eo:;ca1•ed, and pro

fessed to bel ieYe that he was still concealctl about the c::~stle. Dut tl!C 

countess couragc0usly rcfuset! the slicilttest information, and tl1c domestics 

were equally faith fu l. 

"One of their ollic~rs had a durk to my Lady Sutherland's Lreot, to get account 

where your lor<ls!Jip was, anJ arms, to wl.ich he gotc noe satisfactory answer. Some 

other otlicer, ;;eciug the tlurk drawen as ahovc, \l"ith his band pu.>he tl it by my la•iy' s 

brest; the edge toutche<.l her skin, as if done Ly a small I•in; not in tLe least the 

wor:;t of it: auu tbo' her lady8hip prepared all gooJ intertainment fvr them, t hey 

made a stable of your dyning room, stole one of the silver snuffers, Lut took non e 

more of t he pleat away." 

The writer proceeds to state that he and his brother by accident got a 

boat on Sunday, and were forced to land in H elmsdale, On ::\Ionday night 

they got on board Captain Fawckner's sloop of \tar. X ext day the " H ound" 

sloop of war, Captain Dove, arrived ·with orders to Captain Fa\vckner to go 

to the Fir th of Forth, and the writer went on board the" H ound," and when he 

writes she \vas lying at I nvergordonness, in Cromarty Ba;- All the gentle

men of Hoss-shire were that day commanded to attend at Tain to pay £ 5 

sterling out of every £100 Scots of valuation, hesides cess, crown rent, and 

bishop rents, " This shyre anJ your lordship's country is ruineu." H e adds, 

that LorJ Cromar tie and Barisdale had gone last Monday t o raise all 

Caithness.1 The carl receiYed letters containing similar information from 

1 27th ~larch 1746, vol. ii . G~f this work, pp. !J5-!li. 
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Captain D ove of the "Houu:.l" a nd from ~[r. A mlrew :Jlunro. The latter 

relJor teJ. to tl!e earl tlwt he had ~een Cnvtain Gurdon (of Carroll) and Clunes, 

and they t old him they h ad orders from Lord Loudoun to march northward 

and t ake care of the ki ng's arms. Every man of the tnil itia was gone h orne, 

and h e LelieYed so were tile ~Iackays; for as the rebels were in possession 

of all Sutherl and they coul d not snhsist fur want of proYisions. Lord 

Loudoun marched to the west with the companies he had with him, and 

had crossed the passes into Lord Seaforth's country, if not to the I sle of Skye. 

On Sunday the :? 3d Barrisdalc came to Dunrobi n with [100 men, and was to go 

to Caithness, where he expectell to Le joined by Sir James Stuart of Hurray 

from Orkney, ami others. Of the four ships taken at F erryoons, in Captain 

Inglis's ship were a number of arms, "·hich were taken out ami sent in 

fifteen b oats to Tain. Tile money in the ship was saYcd, for Captain Inglis 

escaped with it in a boat; only abont £7 0 was left, and taken in three or 

four casks fill ed wit h halfpence. The writer was glad to learn that the earl 

h ad arri\·ed safely at Aberdecn.1 

A second letter from ~Ir. Hugh ::\lonro sta"ted that the enemy had called 

in all the arms from the district, under threats of fire and sword, and 

that Lord Loudoun and President F orbes had gone to Argyllshirc wi th 

800 men.2 ~Ieanwhile , the Earl of Cromartie was left in command of 

the rebels in Sutherland, having ·with him his own regiment of ::'IIackcnzies 

and some other troops. H e rece ived orders from I'riuce Cbarles at Skelbo 

in the beginning of April, to go to Caithness himself, or to send Lord illacleod 

to raise the militia and take up the pnblic rennues for his service. Eut he 

deemed it necessary for the prince's service that he should remain in 

Sutherland, ""·here the militia of the country were still in arms in the 

1 2!Jth ~larch, vol. ii. of this work, pp. 97-99. 
~ 2dA[•ril li46, ib id. p. 99. 
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m?tmtains," 1 , ,-hile he sent Lonl Macleod into Caithness with tl1e ear!"s 

own r(!girncut. On arriving 3;t Wick, Lord ?.Iaeleod scut out circular 

letters to all the gentlemen of the county, requiring them to meet him at 

Thurso on a day fixed, and to pay the pul•lic money. A day or two after 

he marched to Thnrso, where he raised the prince's standard, but his further 

proceedings need not be detailed. 

The character of the rebel occupation of Sutherland is indicated in the 

Earl of Sutherland's own Xarrative, from which the following is auapted :

The reLels extended themselves all along the coast of Sutherland, took 

possession of the people's houses, their wives and children lying at their mercy, 

and daily plunLlered them of their best effects, by which means almost all 

intelligence was stopped that might have been enrried to their friends in 

order to have relieved them in their great distress; except sueh as they sent 

now and then with express orders for them to deliver up their arms on pain 

of military e :~.:ecution. But these men, designed as SJ:!i~s Ly the rebels, 

proved faithful sen·ants to their master by arranging a correspondence 

betwi.x.t the militia and their fri ends at home, at the same time giving the 

reuels to umlerstand there were hopes of th ei r surrendering. This secret 

intelligence gave encouragement to the militia to draw nearer to the castle of 

· Dunrobin, the then headquarters of the rebels, who during the time of their 

possession made it like a stable, by filling enry room a yard deep, or more, 

with hay, where they by. They stripped off all the furniture except the 

poles and \vheels of the earl's coach, chariot and chaise, and even the earl's 

great chair, and others where there was any leather. They broke open every 

loek in the house, and carried away a number of charters and ?ther papers of 

I The earl of Sutherland reported of his 
militia, that being ordered t o keep up with 
all t heir might h is maj esty's arms. they did 
this faithfully "by sh eltering themselves 

amongst the hills and rocks, determining to 
undergo, as indeed they did, inexpressible 
hardships fo r want of provisioru , etc., ra ther 
than surrender." 
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great con:sequence.1 They plundered the honsc of all tlw plate, part of wLic:h 

Lciug afterwanl.3 fouml at Iuve!lless anJ Tain was repurchased by the earl. 

They broke open the cellars and drank, or otherwise destroyed all the liquors. 

They pluuuered the stabl e<~, not only of all the saddle-horses, but of tlte 

coach and labouring horses likewise, with \vhich the earl was very well !JrD

vided. This uufortunately put a stop to his improvements of all kinds, 

deprived !tis servants and tenants of the common necessaries of life, and 

obliged him to buy barley in England at a great price, made still greater by 

expense of transport.2 They destroyed so many cattle, sheep and poultry, 

that it would take a great many years to restore the numLers, au(! they 

plunllcred a large armoury newly stocked Ly the earl, which coutained a 

great number of Lochaber axes, as he had but few fire-arms. 

Tlte occupation of Dunrobin Castle by the rebels did not continue long. 

They grew impatient at waitiug for the surrender of arms, and burned the 

houses of two of the captains of the Earl of Sutherland's militia. Thi.3, 

however, only made the militia more resolute, aud ltaving been supplied with 

ammunition, conveyed to them by women under their hoop petticoats, they 

found an opportuuity for retaliation when the rebels were suddenly ordered 

to march to Inveruess. B::misuale's regimen t marched first, anu Loru 

Cromartie's, which waited for some men from Caithness, was also on the 

move, \Vlten Ensign ~ln.ckay, who had kept a constant intelligence with 

Dnnrobin Castle, flung himself with a party of tweuty-six men between 

them anrl their officers, and Ly firing Lriskly on them found time to despatch 

1 The Rev. James Fraser, Alness, restored 
to th e earl a parchment sasine of the earldom 
of Sutherland, dat~d 15i3, that had been car. 
ried off by th e rebels and reco~·ered at Alness. 
[Vol. ii. of th is work, pp. :?61, :?6:2.] 

2 The countess' pony and t he gray hnr~e 
she got irom the Lyon, which were taken 

f rc.m Dunrobio, are mentioned by Sir James 
Cul<!'lhouo, who took measures for their re
covery, being in his nPighbourbood, after 
the ~br,luis of TulliL:mline surrendered to 
:\Ir. Buchan an of Drummi~kill. [Vol. ii. of 
tl,is wvrk, pp. :?50, :?tiO.] 
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four or five messengers to the militia, with whose assi;;tance almos t the whole 

body were killed or taken pri:>oners.1 The Earl of Cromartie and the other 

ofilcers retreated to DunroLin Castle, where they were afterwards taken. 

:Many of the rebels ran to the Little :Ferry and perished there. Besides this, 

the Sutherland militia retook the four ships form erly mentioned and deli

vered them to Captain Do •·e of t!t e "Hound" sloop of war together with the 

prisoners. At t he retaking . of the ships tlie skirmish was very smart, and 

one man, though dangerou '3 ly wounded, in th e pursuit went boldly into tlte 

water, which caused h is death.2 

The Earl of Sutherland, after his escape from D unrobin, attached him;;elf 

to the Duke of Cum berlatHl, and w.:ts present at the bat tle of Culloden, 

where the rebel army was com!Jletely routed. On the following day 

tidings came uf the victory at Golspie, and the duke despatched the 

"Hound" sloop of war to bring Lonl Cromartie and the other prisoners 

to Inverness. The earl went with the ,·essel to Dunrobin, whence on 

19th April h e \\"rote to the Duke of Cumberland, who directed him to 

go with his men to the head of Lord Lovat's and the Chisholm's country 

to eudea\·our to capture Lord Lovat, and also to punish the ::\l'K enzies. 

Next day the duke wrote that Lovat was reported to be lurking in the 

\\"oods of Glenmoriston, and ordered a strict search to be made there. 

The earl accordingly marched south with a newly raised company of his 

militia, \\"hich was reviewed by the Duke of Cumber-land at Beauly. 

The earl was at Tarbat H ouse on 24th April, and the re signed an 

order for the protection of that place from marauders. From thence he 

returned to Inverness, and after some days, to Dunrobin, though his men 

1 This affair t ook place on 15th April 17 46, the day before the battle of Culloden. 
! The account of the Earl of Cromartie's capture is giH n at length in The E:~rls of 

Cromartie, val. i. pp. cc:n:, ccx:xi. 
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cont inued ou act ive sen· ice fo r some time longe r. The carl was now 

d e.:;irous, on accouut of i ll -healt h, to go to Euglancl, but he was requested 

Ly t.he Duke of Cumberland to cl eby his depar ture for a l ittle while until 

111atters were mote settled in Scotla11d . A t this tillle the earl presented 

a sum of 200 guineas to · the duke's army, which was specially acknow

ledged in the general orde!'s.1 

The carl left Dunrobin for London about the end of June. The first 

part of the journey was performed on horseback to Aberdeen, whence he 

took boat to Leith, and then proceeded by the stflge-coach to London. 

H e was well received by K ing George the Second, probably because he 

carried a recomnJemlatio n of his services from the D uke of Cum 1erlanc1. 

The carl was also summouell to sit iu tbe l1ouse of lonls for the trial, 

on 28th July, of the Earls of Kilmarnock and Cromartie, and Lord Bal

merino. As is well known, K ilmarnock and Balrneriuo were executed, but 

Lord Cromartie, though condew ned, was reprieved and pardone<l. It is 

t raditionally asserted that this result was owing to the influence of the E::n l 

of Sutherland, ~>ho begged Cromartie's life frotH the king as a reward for his 

own senices, but this story is not corroborated by contemporary evidence, 

which assigus th e pardon to the exertions of the Pri nce of \ Yules. The earl, 

however, was a great fri end of Lord Cromartie, and frequently visited him 

and his wife in t he Tower. H e continued to reside in London, and towards 

the end of l ;- 46 went to Eath fo r the benefit of the waters, but his health 

did not greatly illlprove by the change ; and the death of his countess, which 

took place, somewhat suddenly, at D unrobin, in February 17 4 7, together 

with the embarrassed condi tion of his estates, added to his grief and anxiety. 

As this condition of his affJ. irs was in a great measure owing to h is 

services in the rebellion, the earl approached the government for compeu-

1 Vol. ii of this work, pp. l 04-l 06. 

YOL. I. 3 II 
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sntion. H e had already, apparently not long after bis arrival in Lonuon, 

petitioncJ the treasury on behalf of his people, who had been preventeJ from 

cultivating their bno.ls, and who sufli~red greatly from a scarcity of corn. He 

earnestly r ef]_uested payment of the anears of salary due to him as a lord of 

police, that he might be enabled to purcktse grain and other necessaries to 

ward oft' the t1n·eateneJ f[>mine. 1 e esiues this, he presented various memorials 

to the king, the Prince of ·wal es, and the Duke of Cnmuerland, detailing his 

services anJ the embarrassment in \Yhich, in consequence, he had become 

im·olved, praying his majesty to apvoint him to some office, the salary of 

which might repair his losses. The king desired him to lay his case and 

vouchers Lefore the treasury, which he proceeded to do. Th e claim was a 

large one, amountiug to £78 iS, 3s. sterling, and it \\'as \·ouched by the 

various accounts and copies of letters from Lord Loudoun and Lord President 

F orues. But after Hurnerous applications to the government and constant 

disappointm ent, as on one pretext or another his clairu was postpoued or 

referred from one person to another, it was not un til February 17 50, three 

years after his first application, that a report upoa his case \Yas giYen by 

~Ir. H enry F ox, secretary at war, the cunclusion of " ·hich was somewhat 

ambiguous. " I am of opiniou," he says, "t l1at Lord Sutherland was not 

only ready but zealous to do everything in his power for his majesty's sen·ice, 

but ' 'hat expences the exertion of that power put his lordship to is by no 

means ascertain 'd." It was probaLly owing to this comparatiYely fa\·ourable 

report that the earl received the grant of a yearly pension of £800, which, 

however, he did not loug enjoy. 

This vexatious tre:atment by the t reasury was probably O\Ying to the earl's 

proced ure in political matte rs. The king ::tnu ministry had indicated to him, 

in view of the elec tiollS, that Sir John Gordon of Erubo was objectionable as 

1 :-Iemorial, in Sutherland ChntH-chest. Cupy Rt>port, ibid. 
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a parliamentary candidate for Sutherland, but the cnl was not willi ug to 

withuruw from a prumise he hau made to Frederick, Prince of \Y ules, to 

support Sir J ohn. This brought him in to disfuvonr, wltich was increased l>y 

the triumphant return of the obnoxious candidate, and the carl's name wn;; 

omitted from the government list of the sixteen peers to be electeu on lst 

August l 7 47, an omi.ssion which the ca rl attributed to the influence of :Jf r. 

H enry Pelham, then prime minister, anu he ceased to be a representatiYe peer. 

The same iu ilueuce depriwu him of his otftce as first lord of police in Scot

land, which was bestowed on H ugh , Earl of :Jfarcbmout. Another matter 

which made the gowrnment look \rith dishrour upon the earl was his fri end

ship with Captain John 'Walkinshaw Cranfnrd of Crnafurdland. Captain 

\Yalkinshaw, as he w:.1s styled }'rior to h is fa ther's death, was a friend of 

Lord Kilmarnock, and attended that unfortunate nobleman upon the scaffolll. 

For this he was punished uy the loss of his promotion, and the Earl of 

Sutherland's intimacy with him was looked upon with suspicion. 

Under the Act of 17 4 7 abolisbiog heri table jurisdictions, the earl claimed 

for h is r ights of regality and shcri ffs hip o\·er Sutherland £8500 sterling. 

About the amount of this claim his law-agent writes : " I "ish the lords (of 

session) may think they arc worth it." 1 '\\'hen the claims came before 

them for adjudication, the lorJs decided that the earl \\"US only entitled to 

£1000, which "·as the amount fixed UJluer the contract of 1630 with King 

Charles the First. The earl ]Jetitioned for an in crease o~ compensation as 

otherwise than in that contr,tct, his jurisdictions were valued at £3000, but 

it was in vain. 

In the end of the same ye~u, 1747, the carl left London and returned to 

Dunrobi n, where he began to engage in Yarious enterprises, some of which 

were of a speculative natnre. H e reopened the coalpits at Brora, which 

1 L~tter, J ohn Baillie, W.S., lOth ~ovewLer 1747, in ~utht·dand Charter·chcst. 
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had sutfereu hom flooding, but wheu that was overcome, and it was found 

that the co:tl was good, it Wfl~ much in L1 emanJ at Inverness and ~lsewhere 

in tlt c ncighbourhoocl. There were, however, very few men employed, and 

only about one nnu a half tons were raised daily.1 Another project which 

did not tnrn out so well was an agreement \Yhich th e earl, on a commission 

from J ohn Sinclair of Scotscaldcr in IIalkirk patish, entereJ into with 

Willi am Deere of London, and Captain \Yalkim,haw, to give them a lease 

of all mines and minerals, lead, tin, copper, or CYen coals, to be discovered 

on the estate nameLl, with all necessa.ry privileges, for one-fifteenth part 

of any ore which might be o1Jtaincd.~ I~ut De~re was a person of indifferent 

ch aracte r, and tha enterprise hiled. 

W hile resident at Dunrobin the earl great ly aided the authorities in 

calling in the :mns which lt acl been distributed to the loyal militia during 

the rcuellion, and he received special thanks for !tis assistance from General 

Hu mphrey Dland.3 The eurl retnrued to Londo n in the enJ of 1 i 48, and in 

the beginning of the follo"Wing year "Went to Bath, whence he again return~d 

to London in :.ray 1 i 49. His friends, rllld especially his mother, were anxious 

he should return to Scotland. To General St. Clair he wrote, " I designe to goe 

to Tunuridge next month, for Scotland I will not return to on any account." 4 

He was at Tunbridge in August where t he waters agreed very well with him; 

but in NoYernber was back at Chelsea, \Yberc h e bad taken a lease of a house 

for nine years. Lady Strathnaver had frequently urged OJ;! her son to r etum 

to Scotland. He wrote her at considerable leng th explaining that he was 

aware Ler purpose in her late letters could proceed from no other motive but 

her affection, "but," he says, "it would be hard to force me to live in Scotland 

1 Letters, ~I arch 1; 49, in Sutherland Charter-chest. 
2 Memorandum, ibid. 3 Letter, 21st April li4S, ibid. 
' Letter, lSth ~lay 1 H 9, voL ii. of this work, p. 273. 
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wlH;:re I can ue\'Cr b~ happy, v;l1C ll I can li ve here at quiet upon a moderate 

ex pence l! ~ :lr tlw court, upon 11 b ~ch I have still some rretentious. I hO!JC 

your ladyship will be so good not to in::. ist ou it." As, however, he coulLI not 

manage bis estate at that tlist an r~c . he was willing to put it into his mother's 

l1ands, "that you tnay receiYe all Ill)' rents for the payment of my deuts to 

your ladyship and my other creuitors," sl1c allowing him such an aliment as 

his grandfather lwl. He added, that if she would ask Lord Kilkerran to draw 

up a scheme to that effect he wonlLI endeavour to execute it. lie had taken 

a house ou lease to save expeme, "for I know a cottage of ones own is 

cheaper and more comfortable than a pallace of anothers," and it would 

enable him to entertain her ladyship if she shoul,J visit him.1 

I n the beginning of the year 1 iiiO the carl returned t? Dath for the sake 

of his health, which continued to grow worse. There he settled his affairs, 

committing the charge of his son to General St. Clair, and giving to his 

mother, Lady Strathna\'e r, a factory and commission for the management of 

l1is estates, reserving an annuity to himself. H e also granted a bond of 

provision for his chiltlren, and nominated tutors to Lortl Strathnaver and 

Lady l~etty Sutherland. Captain \\.illiam Gordon was sent to Edinburgh to 

conclude :trrangements with 1:-tdy Strathnaver and the earl's other relations 

imd friends. H e wrote that lord Kilkenan had promised that he woulll 

press lady StratbnaYer to do enrything in her po,vcr to retrieve the earl's 

estate . . , . "Those \Y}w have seen the writing your lorclsLi}J did me the 

honour to intrust me \Yi th, declare there was never a more honourable thing 

1 Draft letter in Sutherland Chn.rter-chest. 
Captain 'Walkinshaw was in Edinburgh from 
December 1749 to February li50, and writes 
frequently to the en.rl about his n.ffairs, and 
a great match vchich he had beard the earl 
v.-as to mn.ke. He does not appen. r to have 

returned to Lontlon. Capb.in William 
Gordon of Ampthill succeeded in the earl's 
confi<lence, aud was much more acceptable 
to his friend~. [Archreological Collect ions 
of Ayr and Wigton, pp. 176-183.] 
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dope at this time by divesti11g yoursclfc of all your estate for the payment 

of yom creJitui·s." 1 The carl's. health growing worse, he now made haste 

to go abroad.2 "This afternoon the Earl of Sutherland sailed for France, 

and by this po:;t are seut to Laliy Strathnan·r all the papers her ladyslt ip 

desired, so that now I think every thing is done that is practicable to 

preseHe the estate of Sutherland." 3 The papers in the carl's house in 

Chelsea were put um1er the care of Captain GorJon. 4 

:11uch of the debt on the estates appears to have arii' en from the earl's 

lack of business capacity, which, added to his infirm health, caused him 

to be largely taken advantage of. ::\lr. ?.Iackcnzie of Do:h·ine, who was 

appoin ted manager of the estates after the earl's decease, says: " I am well 

aware that there are a Yariety of objections made to the debts to be cou

fi nn'd . Some of them I have seen, and others I have heard from TI.obert 

Uray, and many of them are extremely frivolous and plainly aims at 

catching admntages of the late earl 's weaknesses .. . . I n short my notion 

is, that in very few transactions the poor earl mctt \Yith tolera1le fair 

play, but as h e was not very accurate in business, he was either flattered 

or wearied out of his j ust right on very many occasions." 5 Every effort, 

however, was now made on the part of the carl's friends to extricate his 

affairs. The factory to Lady Strathnawr, and heritable bonds and other writs, 

were sent to be signed by the earl, apparently after his arrival in France; 6 

I Letter, Edinburgh, 30th J nne 17 50, in 
Su t herland Charter-chest. 

2 Let t ers, dated Edinlmrgh, 5 tb and 12th 
July 17 50, ibirl. 

3 Letter, Captain GorJon, no address, b nt 
prohal.oly to General St. Clair, London, 11 th 
Augus t 1150, ibid. 

4 I nventory of pa pers, ibid. An entry 
bears that af ter deducti ng wa•lse ts, etc., the 

free yearly rent:!.! of the estates amou nted to 
about £ 640 sterling. A list of the debts of 
t he earl drawn up in 1 I 51 puts the whole at 
t he sum of£ 15,791, 4s. SJ. sterlin;. 

' Letter t o DugalJ Gilchrist, 1 !Jth ~farch 
1752, ibid. 

G Letter by R obert Dalrymple, date•! 
London, 23d .AugliSt I 750, ilwl. 
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anLl Captaiu GorLlon wrote l:heerfully to Lim of the prospt:cts, !toping 

he \\ouhl Hot Le st rai tened for money, "for as long as I can coumwnd 

a shilli11g, halfe shall Le at your lorJ:,hip's sen·ice." H e could not gi ,·e a 

regular account till Chri.:;truas, Lut he expected that the earl " ·oulJ be snrt.! 

of £180 sterling per quarter. bdy Stmtlma\·er had desired Conlon to 

send her a list of all th e earl's debts in Engbucl, whicl1 were found to be 

under £:20 00 sterling; allll Captain Gordon hopes, though people had been 

frightened ·with the iuw.gination of a vast de1t on the estate, that by the 

carl's retiring on his quarter's sab.ry of £1 80, he will see him in a few 

years a free man in his own castle.1 

The carl took up his residence at ~Iontauban , but did not Lcnefit by 

the change. The b~t letter the earl wrote hi .s mother frow its confuseJ 

expression and feeble handwri ting is pathetic evidence of his illness.2 

On receiving it she wrote : " I am much concerncJ aunent my tlear 

son, v.·ho wri ts me he is iuJisposetl. I trouly thiuk it was but ill-judgetl to 

let him go withou t a frieud allong_with h im. l am afi'raid sins I sied h is 

last to me." In another letter she exclaims: "0 what a merse it wou be to 

get him horn to this pbse." 3 The earl never did come home, but dieJ at 

l\Iontauban on the 7th D ecember 1 i 50. ~\. letter aLldressetl to Macleod of 

Cad boll says: "I have the pleasure of yours dated 1Oth ultimo wherof th e 

contents throughout are li terally true in relation to the late Earl of Souther· 

land's uufortunate case. I a1n persmJ.dc' i no subj ect ever [was] more true to 

the cause of his king and country nor suffer'd so hard a fa te. H is being 

divested of his posts and place in the house of Lortls, excl usi,·e of being 

deny'd all manner of satisfaction for his expences after risqning his ow11 

I Letter, dated London, ::?Gth September I 7 50, in Slltherland Charter-chest. 
% Letter, dated :.Iuntallban , ~Gth Xo\'clllbt r 1750, vul. i i. uf th is work , p. '277. 
J Letter, <hte<i II th December 1750, in Snth~rlanJ Ch ar ter-chest. 
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life and for tune as well as all his countrymen ngainst the pretender in the 

late rebellion, the worlu thinks too severe a punishment for promising his 

in terest to tl1e heir aparcut to the crown, who ask'd it as a favour that he 

would give his interest to his royal l1ighness fri end." Everybody acknow

ledged his zeal, "but because all his accounts were not clear, which was no 

wonder having no wilita::y lllan to form the111, he must have nothing," after 

solicitation of fou r or five ye:1.rs, living in Loudon at great expense. "I had 

the honour of fre rpie nt conferences with him upon th ose subjects anJ diJ all 

I could to persu:1.ue him to goe home to Scotland." His objections were t],at 

l1 e owell money to several that l1e could not pay, "that he promised prefer· 

me11t to several gentlemen who followed in 17 45 and w],ich now he had no 

interest to obtain," aml that it woul•l be the greatest mortification to hear tl1e 

complaints of his countrymen who had been sufferers through thei r attach

ment to him. "At last his lorJship I thought got over the rigour of tl lCse 

thought~. but just as he was ready to set out for Dnurobin, he changed Lis 

mind and took an unalterable resolution to goe to :France with only one 

servant and objected to all his old acquentanee. He died on the 25th last 

Novemuer, as I wrote before." The writer adds that he had not yet been 

able to recover the earl's effects from the officers of the king of France who 

claimed "a right to the personal estate found in that country, the property 

of all foreign protestants." 1 

As alreaJy indicateJ, the Earl of SutherlanJ was predeceased by his 

countess, who Jied at Dunrobin in the end of :February 17 47. Her health 

had not been good for some time, but her death appears to have been sudden. 

·when her husband left for London in the previous June she had much 

1 Draft, nnd:J.ted, indorsed " copy letter to ~Iacleod of Cad boll" in Sutherland Charter
chest. The real Jate of the earl's de:~.th was ~6th ~o\·ember, olJ style, and 7th December, 
new style. 
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tl e&ired to go anu reside in EJiulmrgh, hnt the gentlemeu of the clan 

remonstrated, and bc:;::;·'tl tbat she woultl ren,rt iu at JJuurolJin "·hile the 

earl was abse nt. She was interred at Dont•Jcb, her l ·ouy IJeing borne iu a 

hearse, attend ed by thirty gcntle ulCll anJ. tY:o lnmLlreu comrnou::, and forty 

men of the parish of Golspie as a gnrtnl. LorJ DufJ'us \\·as prineipalmourw:r 

aud next him Sincbir of rlLstcr. Thus was interreJ, says Gordou of 

Carroll, "a h tly eudowed v:i th all the qualifications that conhl aJorn her 

sex," to the loss of C\'Cr) boLl)' that hau the honour of her acquaintance, 

and never enough toLe regretteLl by every imliYiLlnnl in the county.1 

'William, sixteeuth Earl uf Suth·nlanu, anll L:tLly Elizabet h \\'emyss haLl 

issue one sou and one clangltter-

1. Williaw, SL·vcutccuth Earl c•f Sutherlaurl, of wh om a memoir foll ows. 
2. LaJy Eli zabeth Sutherland, wl10, after her mother's death, was broug-Lt up in 

Ellillbltrgh ·with her grauJmvther, La•ly Str.Lthnan~r. She m:1rrieJ, on ~!:lth 

August 1 i -37, at Dysart, her cou~in, the Il ou. J ames ,,.emyss of ',Yemyss, 

ant! sunivell her hu,band, dying at E uin burgh on ~4th J anuary 180:3. 
She w aB bnrieu in Ilolyron•l ALbey on the :lith, bc,;;iJe her bruther.2 

1 Letter, ~d April; voL ii. of this work, p. 2;0. lksio lt!s his acconnt, Dr. John Gonion, 
surgeon, got a suit of mouruings fvr the countess's funera l. [Account in Sutherlancl 
Charter-chest. ] 

2 .Memorials of the family of \\'emyss of W emyss, vol. i. pp. 3G3, 3i4. 
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1\IARY l\LL\:WELL (OF l'.r.E.STOX), HIS COCXTESS. 

1750-1766. 

wiLLLDI, seventeenth E·ul of Sutl1erb.nd, the only son of \Yilli:un, 

the sixteenth e:ul, was born on ~8th ~f::ty 17 35. His birth -was 

noti fied to his grand-uncle, General the Honourable James St. Clair of 

EalL>lr.ir, in a letter dated 31 :st .i~Iay of that year. The general, who at 

the time was at .i\Iahon, in Spain, at once sent very cordial congratu

lations to the carl and countess. llis letter evinces all that -warmth of 

interest in his young rclati\·c of ·which he subsequently gave such uniform 

proof.! \\'ben ei~ht years of age Lord Strathna\-er was in Edinburgh on 

a visit to Katherine, Lady Strathn:wer, his grandmother, and a friend writes 

to tlJC earl," I had the honour and pleasure of having Lord Stratbnaver in 

my house. lie looks very well, and fully bent in the prosecution of his 

studies. His grandmother is captivate ·with him, and I'm very hopfull his 

visiting her ladyship will do more service than the strongest reasoning in 

the worlJ." 2 

Lord Str::.tlmaver showed an early predilection for the military profession, 

at least acconling to his o-wn opinion, expressed in an interesting letter sent 

in his name to the earl, his father :-

" IIIY DEAR P_-I.PA,-I write you before, and hoped for the honour of an answer. 
Mama may tell yow, I can exercise very well. So now I want a comision. I can 

read the newspapers. I am glaJ of .Admirall Yernon's meeting with the Sp:-lniards. 

(0 papa, our Spanish horse is sick. ) Papa, if I were big enough you rnay tell the 

king I will fight very well. .Mama made a boy break my head at cudgell playing, Lut 

1 Vol. ii. of this work, pp. 236-j. 
2 Original letter, 31st lJcce tober I j 43, in Sutberhud Ch:1rter-chest. 
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tho' it was Rore, I Jill not cry. She has given me a new highl:mJ coat, and J euuy 

Dutt ';; SCIIi••.::; vc:y urc ~.t.-k.~ to m·~. GoJ Lless you, papa. ,jfy service t o James 
AnJirsou. Bt:ttckins gives her~ to you. I am, your a!Icctionit son anrl obeJicnt 

slave, STRAT!l:::iAVER." 

The countess at the same t ime writes :-

" I doubt if hii.l majesty has an oficer in his new lcrys performs the exercise like 

your son. Your daughter ia a sort of beauty. Duth of them prays for papa morning 
anJ evening." I 

The desire for a commission, which Lord Strathnaver expresses, was 

apparently soon gratified, notwithstanding l1is youth, as he received a com

mission as ensign in the Fir;,t or I:.oyal Scots Regiment of F oot, of which 

General St. Clair was at the ti me colonel.~ General St. Clair soon afterwards 

traYelled north and visitell the Sutherlaucl family, when Lord Strathnaver 

was placed under his charge \r ith a view to his going to Euglaud to be 

educated there. Numerous letters from the general to the Earl of Suther

land record the arrangements made for his journey, and also his progress 

under his guardian's care, and from t hese the follo"ing particulars are stated. 

A fter leaving Sutherland, they travelled by Tain 3 and Kilravock to Darna

way Castle, oue of the seats of the Earl of i~Io ray. Lord Strathnaver, or 

Lordie, as he was familiarly called, was left with his aunt, Lady Margaret 

\ Vemyss, Countess of i~Ioray, who was shortly to take him to D oni bristle, 

where General St. Clair, who proceeded first to Edinburgh, was to meet him. 

On l Oth X ovember, General St. Clai r was aLle to report his plans defin itely 

to the Earl of Sutherland. He expected that the Earl and Countess of 

)Ioray would be travelling to London in the course of the winter, aud that 

I Letters, ::.\Ia.y 16th [ 1743 or 1744], in 
Sut herland Charter-chest. 

2 Let te r, with a bill of lading for horse 
furn itu re and Strathna>e r·~ re,;imcnt:lls from 

Gene ral St. Clair to the Earl of Suther
land, dated J une 4th [liH], ibid. 

3 Letter, dated Edinburgh, 13th October, 
ibid. 
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they would take Lonl Stratllll:tver wi th them. I~ ut this plan fnile<i, :tnd 

he uow anaugeJ tLat tlw Loy ::,houlJ. l'l.!lllain iu EJiuLurgh 'vith Lady Baird 

of N ewlJyth, attend school, and afterwnrds proceeLl to Londou with Sir J ohn 

and LaJy Dainl, who purposeJ to go there in the following .:\Iarch.1 

Upon the morning after his arrival in Edinburgh from Donibristle, Lord 

Strathnnver was taken by General St. Clair to visit Kntherine, Lady Strath

naver, to ''hom he delivered a letter from the Earl of SutlH:rland, referring 

to an aLligation by her to the general to pay one-l1a1f of the cost of Lonl 

Strathnaver·s eJucation. The general thus reports the result: 

"She instantly fdl upon me and askeJ me how I came to say to you that she had 

p:-oruheu to p:ty the one-half of his education, to which I replyecl, because that she had 

given rue tliredi.,us so t o t!o, aud that I was much surprised to Lear Lir ]Jrctcud to 

deny a thing tha t, if nece>oary to be pruvcn, I wou'J take my oath ou it Lefore all the 

judges in the l. ingclom. In troth, she said, ~he wowleretl how she came to promise 

~uch a thing, or Low I cou\1 expect it con.,idering that she was a J!OOr helpless wi•low, 

\':ho had enough to do to mantaiue hir self: Uu this 1 tulu hir that I saw that she 

\\'as mocking of rue, ant! that I was a foul! to 1elieve anythicg s!lC said. Tu thi~ she 

replyed, with a 5impcrin!; lau;h, that she wou'J not pay the half, yet she was contented 

t o give some thing.'' 

The rest of the visit was occupied by informing her of the arrangements 

which had been maue for her grandson, subject to any change which she 

might suggest. Lady Strathnaver said she considered Lauy Baird "a very 

good womau," with whom LorJ Strathnaver would be well taken care of. 

Regarding herself," she renly was growne weak and sickly and dought not be 

fashed with anybody." She had on this account m·itten to her daughters 

forbidding them to come to her, although they wished to visit her. She 

would treat all alike in this re~pect. She then inquired on what principles 

he intended to educate his charge. General St. Clair's reply, and what passed 

1 Letter, l Oth Xovember [l'iH]. 
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fu rther on the subject, will I H.! hcst given in his own words. H e told licr 

Lonl Stralli n~lYer woulJ. he trainc Ll in the principles 

"of an honest m ~m ; bnt., if Rite meant ns to politicb, a Whig, anJ if as to religion 
(which I fvull>l W~3 what she (\ruve at) uf that whidt was e~tabli~heJ by tl1e law uf 
the kingdom and country that he wa.'! to li1·e in. She then told me t hat she had hearJ 
that I was to pu tt him into the gore nuent of a min ister of t l1e mme of :-.I·Kenzie who 
had bee n formerly in E:1 rle 'l f \\" emy~s family.! I to[,] her I eou'd not ]'rerent hi r 
from hearing n on:;eu~e, but that it wa .~ cruel! and unju,t in hir to belire me cappable 
of so bad an acction. To thi:; ~he snit! th at, in truth, she con'd not belh·e it. How
e,·cr, it haJ disturbed hir rest fur t hreL' nights, for that it haJ been miui:;tcrs that haJ 
tuld her of it, auJ l· id her guanl again.;t it. I wanted much to learne the names of 
the.se godly lyers, but she wou'd not tell me." 

·when parting from her grandson, Lady Stratllllaver ga\·e him "a li ttle 

diamond ring with £G or £i and some can ·ey." To show that the su rmisings 

of the ministers regardiug the religious upbringing of his charge were 

without foundation, General St. Clair arranged that his lorllship shoulJ 

attend the Tron clmrclt cYery Sunday \d1ile he remained in Edinl.Jurgh. 

He ;vas to sit iu the pew occu}'ied Ly Lord ::\Iinto, or in that used by ).fr. 

Erskine's si::;ter, both of these persons Laving gi\·en their cordial sanction to 

his doin~ so. 

I n compliance with the wish of the Earl of Sutherland, J.onl Strathn:wer 

made certai n other visits along with his guarJ ian, of >vhich the general writes 

to the earL " I caryed Lordey to see Lady )Iaitlanll, LadY. X ortheske, Lady 

Balmcrino, etc., who wer all vastly fond of him; and, to do him justice, he 

has behaved, both whil e wi th his aunt ~[oray and since he came to town, much 

to my liking, and I make no rua.nncr of donLt of his doeing extrearuly well.'' 

I n addition to these visits, Lord Strathn::tver, accompa.nicd Ly General St. 
1 The reference here is evidently to Dr. Alex:todcr ~lackc'nzic, who wa.s tutor to D;.v id, 

Lord Elcho, about 17·ll. 
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Cla.ir, also visited :Xewhyth in East Lothian, the scat of Sir John Baird, at 

whose huuse, iu EdiuLurgl1, l1 ~ wa.s to re.;idc. Of this visit the general says, 

in a bter letter written from Lonllon, "I bad him at N ewbyth before I left 

Scotbnd to make him acrptainted with that family, and I do assure you that 

Loth Sir John and his bcly wer as fond of him as they cou'J have ucen of one 

of their owne." 1 Dnring !tis stay '\ ith them th..:y fouuJ reason to commend 

him as" the most trnctablc chi!J that ever they knew." By th em he was sent 

to an English school in Niddry ·wyud, which he attended every forenoon. :lnd 

in the afternoons a young man reatl with him. H e was also provideJ with a 

writing and a d:mcing master. 

Under the care of Sir J obn and Lrtlly Daird, Lord Strath1t'a \·er journeyed 

to Low.lon in ..;\pril 1 i -! :), when it was decided to send him to a school at 

\Viuchester, where he could be boarrled ·with one of the masters. This 

school was a h igh-class educational establishment, but had somew!Jat lost its 

reputation through lax discipline, "the too great indulgence of the masters, 

who had allowed the youuge uoys of quality there to keep hor~es and dog.;;." 

This, however, had uow been remedieJ. Charles Clarke, one of the barons of 

exchequer, took the trouble, when on circuit at \ Vinchester, to ascertain the 

existing condition of the school and its masters, and reported to the general 

"that eYerythi ns- about it is at present under exact rules and regulations, and 

tltat the second rn:tster, under whom Lonley is to be, is one of the best in 

EuglauJ, and is maryeJ to a. disscrect, careful! woman, who takes in 

boarders." Tl.ze ge neral sums up, " The master.;; being in high carracter, the 

woman where he is to boarJ in great reputation as to her care and skill 

about childring, and the place itself the best and wholsomest ai.r in Brittain, 

1 Genera! St.ClairldtforLondononllth Xo>emherl7-U. H e was in 174;; appointed 
to th e pos t of quartermaster-general of the British forces in Fland~rs: but his departnre 
thither was delayed indefinitely. 
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ar•' the rc,lsons tltat. ba\·c determined me to fix. bim there ; 1esiucs, in case 

of ::.l!tallpox, c. r a:ty of tlte di~c:nses tha~ cl ti!Jrirtg are lyable tu, there arc as 

g•Jod phistions nml apothecarys iu the town of \\' inclw:;tcr (\\'hich is within a 

quarter of a mile of the colleJge) as a11y in Drittaine." 1 

"\\nile Lord Strathnaver was at Winchester, General St. Clair k ept up 

co1nmunication with his "little man," as !JC fallliliarly de.oignates him, anJ 

rccei ,·ed letters in return "of his owne writing and inuyting." H e \VoulJ 

have visited h im at "\\"inchester. "I Ionge so much to sec him," he says, lmt 

the unsettled state of the times kept him from :tp] •lying for leave of a\;sence:.2 

Lord Str~thnan:r, Lo~oe,·er, spent l is Chris tmas lwlidays \\'ith his grand

uncle in London, who was aulc to rq•ort tktt he was doing well at his lJOob, 

and giving Sittisfaction in all other respects to !tis wasters. In April 1 i 4G, 

on account of the expecteJ departure a\;roaJ of General St. Clair,3 LorJ 

Strathuaver went a tour through ·w ales with his tutor. \\'i th the prospect. 

of being a1sent fro!U Euglaml for a time, General St. Clair haJ m:u1e arrange

ments regarding l1is young charge, 1ut the Earl of Sutherland arriveJ in 

Lonuon in July, aurl, till the clv:;e of the year, took the immcuiate oYersighl 

of his son. A week's holiJays \vbicb his loru:;bip had at the cnJ of August 

on account of" the college election" was apparently passcJ in London with 

, the earl, who came to the conclusion that h is so n had not aJYanceJ in his 

educat ion so much as be ought to haYc done.~ )fr. Samuel SpeeJ, his 

teacber, haJ in formed the earl that his son's progress was equal "to l1i s 

age," and that "he attemls to books very well fur his age, and I ha,·e great 

1 Letter, 14th April [1745], in Sutherhnu 
Charter-ches t. 

: Lett ers, dated 16th X oYember [17 -!5]. 
and 25th .April (1 i 46], ibid. 

J Gener:U St. Clair received a comm i<sion 
appoi ut ing him commander-in-chief of a force 
of li OOO men, t o be sent to Xorth America fo r 

the purpose of t:lking Quebec. The des ti
nation of the expedition was afterwanls 
changed on account of tbe lateness of t he 
season. The iorces after being considHaLly 
augmented, were sent to the coast of Drit
tany on 15th September 17-lu. 

i \' ol. ii, of this work, p. ~GS. 
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hopes will very well answer all our wishes and enuenvours for him." 1 

Eut the carl was still diss[ltistieJ, and wrote to Scotland of his inten

tion to pl ace hi<> so11 at a11other school. l .ady Stratlmaver, upon hearin;; 

this, deprecated the c~nl t[lking indepcnJcnt action, and counsel leLl 

him to net along with General St. Clair, who had manifested such an 

interest in :.md atfection for Lon! StrathnaYer. She says, "I advise you Hot 

t o disoLlitlg the general by interfering, Lnt to let the general and you 

concert "·hat is most proper to Le done anent lordie edec[a]tion when he 

comes to London." About l1 cr gmndson she adJs : "Its a great confort to 

me that he hath no baLl habits or inclin[ltion." 2 ::\Irs. Sarah Dutler, the 

housekeeper at J hlllroLin, also, in a letter apparently addressed to another of 

the earl's househvl•.l, gi ,·es quaint expres;;ion to her sentiments about Lord 

Stratlmavcr, \YlJO, :she is "sorey to hear, is not so well loncked afte r in his 

edichason as he ought to be. Great is that pity," she }Jroceecls to say, "that 

snch a good eompacety should uot be taken care of. ·what is aney man 

without brning, aml aspishely a gret man, and one that represents such a 

fa mcly as Lord Strathanver does. A broken estate may be mad up, but lost 

edecashon can never be made up in t[i]me." 3 

It was a matter of some difficulty to select a suitable school for Lord 

Strathnaver, Lut the earl eventual ly decided in fayour of Harrow, where 

the scholarly Dr. Thomas Thackeray, great-grandfather of the famous 

novelist of that name, " ·as head-master.4 Lord StrathnaYer. left ·winchester 

in December 17 1G, and in the beginniug of the following J anuary entered 

Harrow, where he continued pursuing lJis education until 1750. H e is 

I Letters, 24th Angust 17 46 and 27th 
Xove mber 174G, in Sntherlanu Charter-chest. 

~ Origioalldter, 21st October 17-J.G, i~id. 

3 Letter, 1Sth D~cembe r 1 "j 46, il,id. .'.Irs. 
Butler ha•l been housekeeper at Dtmrobin 

for upwards of sixteen years. 
4 Se\·eral of Dr. Thackeray's pupils became 

di~tinguished men, iucln<liog the Rev. Dr. 
]'arr, the celebrated scholar, Sir ""illiam 
Jones, ancl others. 
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at this time described as being "too delicate aud t l· nder, but wi thal ! 

sprightly and lively, of a liue growlh ami genious." 1 Dr. Thnckeray 

pronounced ltis lordship to have " a very good genius, but that he was ex

tremely heedless and unthinking," adding t ha t the Earl of ;.roray's son, Lord 

D onne, was a. better profic ient than Lord Stratlman r. The frieml to who n1 

this opinion was delivered, and who repented it to the Earl of S uthe rland, 

suggested that the di ffe rence between Lord · St ra thnaver and Lord Doune 

might be due to the former having a tutor anJ the latte r having none, au <l 

asks his lordship to consider the matter. TlJis fri cnrl aftcrwanls went to Lonl 

Strathnaver himself and iuformed him of what Dr. Thackeray had said, ::mtl 

entreated him not to pu t it in his power to make such a report again, to which 

he rcplieJ that he woul<l not.2 The earl ente1tnined the suggestion, rtllt l 

asked Dr. Thack erny's opinion on the subject , who replied, " A pri \·ate tuto r 

may be of great advanta6e to him for some time in order to assist h illl 

in learning such thi ng:> as he is not sufficiently acquainted wi tb, as to which 

I am sorry to say he has bee n much neglected.3 

The Lord Donne referred to (afterwards eighth Earl of :Moray) was 

an intimate school fri end of Lord Strathnaver. The lat ter wrote to l1i s 

Cather from H arrow, ou l Hh Xovember, requesting to be allowed to comply 

wi th an invitation which he had received to spend his Christmas hol id ay ~ 

along \vith Lord D oune at the London house of the Countess of ::\foray. The 

letter also state;; that when Gen eral St. Clair aud the Earl of ~Ioray arrived 

1 L€tter, un.signed, t o Lady Strathnaver, 
dated London, 3d January 1 i ·!7, in Suther
lan<l Charter-chest. 

2 Letter, from Adam Gordon, dated Lon
d on, IGth January 1747, ibid. 

3 Dr. Thackeray to th e Earl of Suther
land, Harrow, 16th November 1747. Xo 
sl'ecial tutor wa.s engaged for Lor•l Strath

VOL. I. 

n:l\·er, bnt Lord Donne's tutor seems t o have 
directed his studies. On 1jth )lay 1749, 
Mr. Adam Gordon wrote to the Earl of 
Sutherb.ncl, "I hope you ~ lord •hip will uot 
take it amiss, and I beg leave to remind you 
of making some small present to Lord Doun's 
tutor for bis care of Lord Strathua,·er. '' 
[Letters, il. iri .J 

3 K 
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in London, they sent for him and Lord D onne to come anJ see them.1 In 

the year following he wrote to Captain ,John \\-alkinshaw, an intimate friend 

of his fa the r, in terms sug~estive of private school-boy treats:-

" DEAr: Sm,-1 beg p:uJon for not writing you before acconJing to my promise. 

I beg you would tell me who to keep corre~pondence [with] ~bout the tea an1l sugar. 

P ray scmlme the wax c:molle anrl the stockings, and semi my combs. .l\Iy duty to 

papa. Compliments t o all frieud3, and pray excuse my writin g, and I am your 

humble servant, STRATli~A\'J::R." ~ 

J n the m0nth of Fe brn~try, Prince George, aftenmrds King George the 

ThirJ, ex1Jressecl a wish to see LorJ Strathnnver, but no inter;-iew took place 

on this occasion.3 I u 17 -! 9 he had the smallp0x, but the attack was a milJ 

one.4 During his schooling he still continued to holJ his commission as an 

ensign in t l1e army, as in au account renuered to his father there is a charge 

made, on 9th December 17 4 9, for "4 yards of scarlet cloth for Lord Strath

uaver's regimentle>," the scarlet coat l·cing t1 immeu with cuffs and lapells of 

blue cloth, gold binding anu gilt Luttons.~ 

After the Christmas holiJays of 17 -!9, which he spent with his father, he 

returned to Harrow, but in June he was sent to a school at Enfield. The 

Earl of Sutherland, in withdrav•ing his son, acknowleclges the great care anJ 

concern evinced by Dr. Thackeray in the education of Lord Stmthnaver, and 

1 Original letter in ~utherl:m d Charter . 
chest. T he earl's consent to tbi~ requt-st di<l 
not arriYe in time, bnt Lord Stratbu a\'~r 

accepted th.:: invi tation. 
2 Arch:cologieal and Historical Collections 

relat ing to Ayr an1l Wigton, >ol. ii. p. 167. 
3 Captain \Yalkinsbawto the Earl of Suther

land, London, 6th February 1748. The invi
t ation to wait on the prince was anticipated. 
A coufi<lcntial sen·ant, on 26th December 

I ';' 4 7, writes to the e:1rl , "In cn~e he is 
allow'd wait ou Prince George, he is at nn 

loss for cloaths, being I Clrd~r 'd a new suit for 
him, which was rea•ly the tby be came ttl 

t o,rn." [Letters in the Sutherland Charter· 
chest.] 

4 Original letter, L:lcly Strathn:wer to thi! 
Earl of Sutherland, 1st J une 174!1, ibid. 

6 Aceonct, the Earl of Sutherlan<l to James 
Ayton, tailor, 1748- li50, itid. 
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states that, but for the necessity of teaching him some "academical exercises" 

uot taught ht Harrow, he would kwe contiuueu him under his tuition.I 

Lord StrathnaYer continued for two years at this school. 

On the death of his father at :\Ioutauban, in France, on 7th D ecember 

17 50, "\nlliam, Lonl Strathnaver, succeeded as seventeenth Earl of Suther

Janel. He was provided with " mournings " by General St. Clair, v:ho also 

endeavoured to oLtain for him the pension of £ 800 which had been enjoyed 

by his father,2 but with what success is not known. Being only fifteen years 

of age, and consequently still in his minority, the earl, in terms of a nomina

tion made by his father pl'evious to Lis death, was placed uuder the tutelage 

of Geneml St. Clair, who, however, JiLl not immediately accept of the trust, 

as, upon inquiring into the afi'airs of the late earl, he found that these were 

left in "a mighty invoheJ condition," 3 but in J nne 1 i 51 he came .from 

London to Scotland , with a view to act the part both of friend and curator to 

1 Letter, dated Ch~lsc:>, l Slh June 1750. 
On t he same date, :'>Ir. Ar,drcw Kinross, 
writing to the E:.rl of Sutherhnd, statPd the 
t erms of his school at Enfidd : " :'>Iy common 
price is £25 per annum with five guiocas 
entrance, or if people do not choose to pay 
entrance-money , I charge at the rate of £30 
per annum; in consid~ration of which I en
gage to t each Latin, Greek, French, writ iu;::, 
arithm etick, merchants' accounts, and rnathc
maticks. ~Iy parlour Loarders pay at the 
rate of £ .'iO per annum, an ,! are taught the 
above articles, and ha>e a right not on ly to 
the publik hour> of instruction, but likewise 
t o all my private and leisure time, by which 
they generally profit as much, if not more, a3 
t hey do by attencling the school hours, anrl 
forget trit!ing with their school-fellows. Fenc
ing is taught a t 1 guinea per month ; dancing 
a t 15s. per 'Jilarter; drawing at half. a-guine:> 

per month, and the entran ce to each is one 
guinea." (L~tters in Sutherland Chart~r

che~t.] 

2 Le tter, Lacly Stratbnaver to General St. 
Clair, daled 18th December 1750, ibid. 

3 General 8t. Clair's kindness to his grantl· 
nephew had all along heen of the DI05t disin
teres te,J kind, iovol\'ing him in very con
siderable expense. He paid the costs of the 
journey from Dunrobin t o \\'inchester, as 
well as his et!ucation and maintenance the re. 
H e also paid his b.st Lills at Harrow. Then 
he hac! also expressed his willingness to be 
ser'l"iceal,Je t o his lordship in anything in 
which he was capable. Besides this, he had 
displayed the like kindness to t he Suther
land family, hal'ing for sixteen years past, as 
he says in a let ter written in 1750, neither 
s1•ared his purse nor labour to support it 
when occasion re'Juired. 
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the you ng earl. F iutling tltat Lady Strathnaver was the principal creditor 011 

t he e;,t,tt;!, botlt 01.1 ;..ccounL of her annuity anJ al.;;o for loa!JS of considerable 

~nms, he came to an agreement "·ith her latlyship by wl1ich, to rculOve an 

objection \rhich he made arising from the bmdens on tl1e estate, she agreed 

to suspend the payment of her jointure of eight thousand lllerks yearly until 

the earl reachell his majority, or, in case he should die Lcfore then, until his 

dea th. In return, ho\\·e,·er, she demanded a heritable hond of corrolJoration 

from the carl, also a siruibr bond for her j oin ture as it fell due, bearing 

aunual rent, and that these shoul•l be punctually paid up.1 

After this ' 'as arrangcu, General St. Clai r accepted office as curator, and 

immeu iately took steps to have his ward's titles made up in the usual forms.2 

Actual infeftment in th e estates was giv en t o the carl Ly the sheriff of 

Sutherla nd with the usnal formality, in regard to which, ~Ir. ::\Iackenzic, 

the cashier aml agent of the Earl of Sutherland, gives instructions in a 

somewhat amusing strain to l\Ir. H ugh ::\I'Donalu , sheriff-clerk of Sutherland. 

" In case the gauueamus, alias it1cidents, for the entertainment of the sheriff 

and wi tnesses, who ougl1t always to be well l:i quillate, and chearfull, 

when they give such a11 infeftment, is too low stated in my note, you can 

amend that at transcribing, in ease it has cost you more. F or I don't know 

but drink is as necessary a symboll as earth and stone at an Earl of Suther

land's in fefrment." 3 

After his title was fully completed, the earl appo~ntecl )fr. Dugald 

Gilchrist as factor over the whole estate at a sab.ry of £55 sterling per 

annum, while l\lr. J olm Mackenzie, already mentioned, was continued 

as cashier, writer and agent. The latter was specially recommended to 

1 Terms of agreem ent stated in letter from 
Lady Strathnaver, 12th June 1 j 51, in Suther. 
land Charter-chest, 

2 Original writs, retour of epeci;ll sen-ice, 

18th November, and precept of sasine, 
2ith Decem her I; 51, with in strument 
thereon, 26th ;\larch I j 52, i bid. 

3 Copy letter, 24th Febntary l i 52, ibirf. 





ELL'C1'ED PROVOST OP D OR.\-OCll, 1751. 445 

1!1ake hi mself versant with the family affairs, to inquire afLer and collect 

t lte char ters a11J f·J.pcrs , ,·llich ~~ e re dispcrscJ a11d iu difl'erent hands, as the 

late earl, within a few years Lcfore hi:; death, had changed his agents several 

ti mes without getting up the documents in their possession, and also to 

purchase a large chest of drawers in which to place all the writs.1 

On 1sL October 1751, the town-council of Dornoch elected the earl as 

provost of the burgh in room of the deceased earl, his father. 1 n the official 

inti mation of this to his lorJship the counci l state that they had no doubt he 

would usc his good oftlces for the interests of th eir town as his fa ther and 

ancestors h1d done since it Lecame a royal Lurgh.2 

lt was uow resohcd Ly Geucral St. Clair that the earl should be seut 

abroaJ for some time. The earl him :3elf wished to be allowed to come to 

Scotland, to complete his studies at one of the unh·ersities there, and Lady 

Strathn:tvcr, h is grandmother, was also strongly disposed to this scheme, and 

urged it by seYeral argumeuts upon the general, recommending G la~gow 

uni,·ersity for his consideration. 3 Other friends likewise protesteu agai11st !tis 

going abroad.. 4 General St. Clair, however, adhered to his decision, and sent 

1 :\Iiunte.book, etc. The result of ~fr. 

~Iackenzie's inquiries as reported hy him to 
General St. Clair, W:\il that some of the 
Sutherl and writs were with Larly Stratl.t
naver, who al so bad the keys of th e ch:-.rter
ch ests: others l>ere wi t h J ohn Baill ie, \\', S., 
who succeeded in the care of the late earl's 
affairs t o Ale,unrler Gordon of Cairnfie!J ; 
others were with ~lr . Robert Gray, writer in 
E·liuuurgb, and with Walter Ferg'llson , clerk 
t o ;\Ir. James Ferguson of Pitfour, aoh-ocate. 

z Letter, 31lb3cribed" Kenneth Suthe rland, 
Hugh :'lfacdonalrl, clerk," dated 1st October 
175 1, in Snthuhnd Charter-ehest. 

3 Letter, dated 14th JaDltary 1 75 1, ioi·l. Her 

lauysl.tip says, "I c:.n by no mines aprove 
of the scheme of sinrling the boy auroarl. I 
shoulrl consider that to be roun to him and 
famlic," etc. etc. 

~ On e fri end wrote : "The young lorJ is to 
be s.:nt abroad a year hence. l am of your 
opinion that forreign education can by no 
means Le of use unless be prvves a man of 
capacity, which is di ffic ult so early to dis
cover, and I think it would be of use to see 
his own country fi rst befor be goes abroa.i , 
esvecialy as I lind it is his own inclination." 
(Draft lEtter in the handwriting of Captain 
\Ydl iam Gordon, to l\lacleod of Cadboll, 
ilord.J 
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his ward to Hanover, where he enrollt!d Limsdf as a student in the univen;ity 

of Gi.iLtiug~:;u. 

Just Lcfore leaving this country, the earl executed a cotnmission iu favour 

of Sir D a.\'iJ DJ.lrymple of H ailes, ?.Ir. ~\.l exander Boswell of Anchinleck, 

:Mr. William Sincbir of Freswick, Captain John Sutherland of Forse, and 

John l.Iacke!Jzie, \\r.S., his law-agent, who were to act with General St. 

Clair in the managrmeut of his affairs during his resideuce abroad.l T!Je 

commissioners Legan their la1ours under consiJeraLle difllculty. The year 

17 51 had been one of great scarcity in Scotland. The han·est was so Lad that 

the tenants upon the Sutherland estate were threatened with famine, and 

considera1le quantiti es of grain had to be imported at enhanced prices. The 

tenants required to Le supplied with grain for seed, and the utti1ost prudence of 

management was necessary on the part of l.Ir. Gilchrist, the earl's factor. 1-.Ir. 

Mackenzie, writing on ::Wth FeLmary 175:?, wishes llfr. Gilchrist" may have 

the foresight of a J oseph, and thereby prevent our own poor people from 

absolute want." In the same letter, he thinks the victual to be sold to the 

people" ought to be a penny in the peck cheaper than what you wonld ask 

from strangers," but he rders the matter to the prudence and judgment of 

lllr. Gilchrist, statiug that his meaning is "that the faces of the poor be not 

grinded." The tenants were also largely in arrear in their payments of rent. 

Those in the six parishes of Dornoeh, Golspie, Loth, Kildonan, J:ogart, and 

Clyne represented to thtl commissioners their calamitous c~ndition, and that 

they with their famili es would be reduced to beggary and unable to continue 

t The commission was subscribed by the 
11arl and General St. Clair at Lon<lon on :20th 
April, a ad registered in the books of cou neil 
and session 20th June li52. The commis
sioners met at inter\'als from !Jth June li5:! 
to 19th OctoLer I i54, and under the former 

date it is recorded that "the Earl of Suther
land was gone from Britain to the university 
of Gottingen, in Hanover, in prosecution of 
his studies anrl education." [:'>linnte-book 
an<l Lctter.book, lj51-li5o, in Sutherlaod 
Charter-chest.) 
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in their possessions unl es.;; the cummissioners" would deal gentiy with them," 

in wl1ich case they wouhl 1•ay up their arrears by degrees. The commis

sioners authorised the fix ing of a lower price thau the current rate for sec<! 

corn supplied to the teno.nts, and restricted the price of the victual anear to 

nine marks, and in the more necessitous cases to eight marks per boll. 1 

Owing to this statP. of afTairs much difficulty was experienced by the 

commissioners in paying debts anL! meeting current expenses, and appeals 

were made to various creditors not to be exacting. Among those appealed 

to was Sir James Colf1uhoun of Luss, in relation to the patrimony du e to 

Lady IIelen, his wife, the grand-aunt of the Earl of Sutherland.2 The earl's 

agent wrote to him, "You have too much hnm auity ann friemlsh ip, even 

tho' it shou'd incommode you a little, to distress the earl at his first outselting 

in the world." In reply, Sir James and Lady Colquhoun agrceu to suspend 

the payment of the principal sum due them by the carl till the fa111ily a!Tairs 

were bro:1ght into SOUle better order, upon condition that their interes t 

shouhl be punctually paid as well as t he arrears.3 This condition the com

missioners were able to fulfil. 

Little is known of the Earl of Sutherland while he was at Gottingen. 

Lady Sinclo.ir wri tes to Lady Strathnawr on ~5th June 1754, "I'm very 

happy to hear such good accounts of Loru Sutherland. I hope the estate 

will soon be clear of deLt, aud that how soon he is of age the government 

will do something ha uusome for him.~·~ ln the fvllowing year he returned 

to ~ngbnd. In a lette r to :.Ir. Gilchris t on 14th :.Iay 17 55 :.Ir. :.Iackenzie 

1 The arrears for thi.~ year upon the part of 
the t enants was no less than 940 bolls, 3 
pecks, 3/i lippies '-ictual, and £:!313, 3s. of 
money. Th is large arrear gave t he commis
sl0ner3 some concern. The current price of 
seed corn was £8 to £ 0 Scot3 p~r boll, while 

the commissioners charged £ 7. [~inute and 
Letter-book. J 

2 Copyldter, lOth December 175 1, ia :.'.fr. 
Mackenzie's letter-book. 

3 Letter-book, 2;th December 1751. 
4 Letter, in Sutherland Ch~rter-ch~•t. 
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writes, "I fan cy your news of n1y Lord Su therland's being to Le in th is 

country next month is wrote at random. At least when I saw General 

St. Clair the other day at h is own house he seemed to k now nothing of it, 

and be had letters of no old date. It is true if a French war break out, 

whereof there is a t present some appcamnce, his lordsh ip must necessarily 

come ho111e to England, but I £:lucy he wi ll not so soou th ink of lcrning t !te 

gaiety of London for the reti rement of Sntherlaud." On 3d J nly he again 

writes," The General expecls that the carl ·will be in Loudon in a few weeks." 

On the ~Hh of the same month he gives more precise information, " ny a 

letter from Generall St. Clair this post I find my Lord Sutherland is returned 

to l-ondon, but goes direct1y oYer to Ireland to join hiB regiment, and returns 

in winter to LonJ.on." The earl L1iJ. join his regiment, and was not expected 

iu the north t ill the follow ing ~ummer; but ~Ir. Gilchris t was anxious to 

learn when the earl ·was l ikely to come to Dunrobin, t hat suitable prepara

tions might be made there for his arrival. The earl came to Edinburgh in 

March 1756. H e did not stay long there, bu t went with General St. Clair 

t o Fife on the 30th to attend the funeral of th e Earl of '\Yemyss, and dming 

his stay in Fife he resided in General St. Clair's house tbere.1 The opinion 

. which ::\Ir. Mackenzie formeJ. of the earl at this time is given in a letter 

which h e wrote to ::\Ir. Gilchrist :· " I like my lord's appearance very much, 

and think he seems to promise Loth a sweetness and stabili ty of temper, 

accompanied with good sense anJ. a modesty su itable to his years, sufficient 

to attract the regards of his fr iends." 2 

\Yhen the earl came to Scotland, it was partly to obtain recruits for hi .;; 

regiment. Before go ing to Dunro'Lin, and while h e was in Edin burgh, he 

1 Mr. ~l ackenzi~ 's letter-book, in Sutherland Charter-chest; )Jeruorials of the Fam ily 
of \Vemyss of W emyss, vol. i. p. 3.'5 7. 

2 Letter, dated 31 st )brch li' J 6, in Sutherland Charter-ch est . 





illS HETCRX TO SCOTL.J X lJ, 1 i5C. 4 I 0 

communicated his instructions to Mr. Gilchr i-;t , !tis factor, to commeHce 

recrllitiug wi thou t Jelay. On 31st :;\brch 1 i5G, Mr. 1Iackeuzie wrote to 

Mr. Gilchrist, informing him that the Earl of Sutherland and General 

St. Clair purposed going nor th early in Augu;; t, aml adds, "I incline to think, 

if you rleo.se others in the quality of factor, as you seem to uo my lord as 

a recruiting officer, you (lre in no haz,ud of suffering from any offic ious 

insi nuations." 1 There is no information forthcoming of the Earl of Suther

land's \isit to the north at tl1is time, nor yet of what further progress was 

made with l1is recruiting. 

One of the earl's first rroceediugs upon his return to Scotland, relating 

to his estates, was an act of grace and kindness in a case of distress 

brought under his notice, in which, tabng a stl·ict view of it, he might uot 

have felt called upon to interpose. The story, as told in several letters 

which passed on the subject, is that an old man, J olm Sntherlrmd, known as 

"Riarchar," over scYcnty- fi \·e years of age, who was a tenant on the estate of 

Skelbo, had fallen into arrear with his rent, and James l\Iaclean of Capernocl1, 

the factor on the estate, put him in prison. The Earl of Sutherland was 

a creditor on tha~ estate, and his agent, ~Ir. Mackenzie, warmly espoused the 

cause of the old m::tn, characteriseLl the case as one of gross oppression, aml 

was unsparing in his denunciations of the factor. H e had several meetings 

with the agents of both parties, but fail ell to secure the liberation of 

Tiiarchar, as the factor refused the only security the tenant had it in his 

power to ofl'er. l\Ir. Gilchrist, the carl's factor, however, did not agree with 

the strong views of ::\Ir, :Mackenzie, and warmly advocated the cause of 

Capernoch, in which he was j oined by the bird of F orse. But the E arl 

of Sutherland on learning the facts came forward and paid the old man 's 

arrears, and so obtained his liberation from prison. Of this generous 

t Letter, d:~.teu 31 st :\hrPh \ 13G, in Suthcrhnu Ch:uter-chest. 

V'OL. I. 3 L 
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conuuct of the earl, :\Ir. :\fackeuzie expreso;cs bis ap!Jro\'al. Il e says, " I am 

very glacl that Lorcl Sutherl:md's first step of business in the country slwu'J 

begin with an act of lnun:mity and compassion." 1 

The carl haLl now reacl1ed l1is majorily, and from tbis time resided either 

in Scotlaml or Eughnd. In the summer of 17 57, on ~a th .August, l1is 

sister, LaLly Elizabeth SutherlanJ, was married to tbe H onouraole James 

·wemyss of '\\remyss at Dysart. H er llowry· arnounteJ to £.±QQO sterling, a 

fourth part of \Yhich was paiJ by the earl, auJ the relll::tining three-fourths 

by Lady Stratlmaver.2 

T wo years btcr, during the »ar scare occasioned by the J'rench and the 

troubled state of Europe, the earl recei\·ed a commissiou 3 from tl1e kiug to 

raise a battalion of highbnd~rs, of which he was to h:we the cummand, with 

the rank of lieutenaut-colouel. Tlte regime11t was to cousist of nine com

panies, each containing four serjeants, four corporals, t wo drummers, and one 

lmndreJ 11rivate men, besides counnissioned officers, with two pipers to the 

grt>naclier company. This hrought u p the strength of the battalion to a 

thou sand men. The batta1ion »as to consist of volunteers, being highlanders, 

from the counties of Sutlterla!ld and Caithness, aud adjacent places. It was 

not to be sent out of Great Britain, and the men were to be entitled to their 

d ischarge in three years, or at the expiry of the war. On the 30th of Augu:st 

t he carl was in Edinburgh, when he hau a private audience of the Duke of 

Argyll, who haJ then the principal di1·ectiou of the alf-1irs of Scotland, and in 

his. absence final instructions ahout recruiting were to be sent to :\I r. Gilchrist 

without J elay. The letter stating these things proceeds, "These le>ies way 

1 Letters, :\Ir. :\l ackenzie to :\Ir. Gilchrist, 
dated between ~4th July 17 55 ant! 5th 
February 17 56, in .\Ir. :\Ia·~keuzie's ldter· 
boo k. 

2 :\Iemo ri a1~ of t he family of Wemyss of 

". emyss, \"Ol. i. p. 363. · 
3 The commission is dated at Kensington, 

1l th Angnst 1759 [Official copy in SutL~r
lanJ Charter-chest]. 
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happen to be thought not th e less necessary on this ill success which is supposed 

to h:n e happeneLl to tl1e king of l'nt:ssia in a geuerall engagement with the 

nn'>sians." 1 The rccruit:.ug was prosecuted \Yith much spirit. A regiment 

was being raised among the C::unpLells in the west as "·ell as among the men 

of Sutherland, etc., in the north, and a spirit of rivalry appears to have 

e xis~ed between the two as to 'vhich should be completed first.:! On 1st 

D ecember ~Ir. ~Iackenzic writes, "I'm mighty gLLd my lonl's reports of his 

levies make so decent a figure." 3 ln I i GI the earl offered to raise anothe r 

regiment, bnt his offer was not accepted, and the one he had already 

embodied was JisbancleLl in 17G3.4 H e haJ Ly this time Leeu appointed 

aide-de-camp to king George the Thinl, with which appoiutment he received 

the rauk of a colonel in the army. 

The Earl of Sutherland was present at H olyrood at the general election 

of representative peers on 5th 1Iay I i GI, ·when, be;;ides voting, he protested 

against the calling of the Earl of CrawforJ before h im. In the same year 

the election of a represeutative peer became necessary in place of the Earl 

of H ome, who died at Gibraltar, which the E:ul of Sutherland did not 

attend ; but he gave a pro:xy to Thomas, seventh Earl of H addington, to 

vote in favour of the Earl of HynJford. The next election at Holyrood 

was helJ on 8th ~Iarch 1 7G3, when the carl was unanimously chosen a 

representative peer in place of the deceased J ohn, ~Iarquis of Tweeddale. 

This was the more gratifying to the earl, as he had felt disappointed at not 

being elected in 1761.5 

1 Letter, ~Ir. John :'lbckenzie to ~Ir. 

Gilchrist, 30th August 17 50, in Sutherhnd 
Ch:u-ter-chest. 

2 Le tte r, 6th X ovember 175:1, ihid. 
3 Letter, !.st December I; 50, i!,id. 
4 Letter, the Countess of ;:luthcrlan•l t o 

Larly El;;in, Lonrl.on, 2Gth December 17lil, 

if,id. ; ~Iemori:ds of the family of \Y emyss of 
w~myss, vol. i. p. 3Sl. 

5 Robertson's peerage proceedings, l'P· 290, 
202, 294, 313-315. Letter, Sir Harry Er>k i11 e 
to the Earl of Sutherbud, dated 14th July 
1 i GI, in Sutherbnt! Charter-chest. 
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. On 14th April 1 i6 I he married l.Iary ::\Iax\\'ell, the dcler Jaugl1te r 

and co-heiie:,,; of \\'illiam :\L~x· .. -ell of Preston, in the stewarlry of Kirkcud

Lright. The carl and hi"> countess, for some lllonths after their marriage, 

resided at lJunrobiu, where they entertained many visitors. The countess 

was much pl~aseLl with her new home. In the beginning of August she 

wrote that she li kcLl Dunrobin the longer tl1c better, ami she wa;; happy to 

think she could live very comfortably in it as long as should ever l.Je nccesr;ary. 

She adds:- " I have had great cruwds of comp:my, anJ no time to settle, 

which disappoints me a littl e, Lut hitherto I h,l\'e had very little troubl e. The 

great pl enty ·we han of every kind of lJl'OYisiou makes it easy to entertain, 

and the house and every thiu~ is much more convenient than I expected>' 1 

The marriage and coron::tion of King George the Third took place in 

September 1761, and the earl and countess went to London to be present on 

the occasion. So early as July they recei \·ed urgent solicitations to come 

tQ London a...'ld witness these events. The marriage of the king preceded 

the coronation , and they h~d not intended to be present at the former, 

especially .as a little later the sister of the countess was to be married, 

and they were desirous to be in London then. The earl, howeYer, was 

reminded that the countes3 woulJ not again have an opportunity of 

seeing a royal marriage and a coronation, at any rate for a long time, 

and that to attend at both events was a mark of respec t which no 

young peer ought to omit, and more especially if he had any expectations 

from the sovereign.2 H e was also warned that if he was to be there 

he would require two things, a house and a suit of clothes for him

self, and that he would finJ both very difficult to get on_ his arrival, as 

1 Letter, :Mary, Countess of Suthe rland, to Lady Elgin, Dunrobin, 4th Augus t 1761, in 
~utherlanJ Charter-chest. 

2 Letter, Sir lhrry Er.!kiae to the Earl of Sutherland, Kew, 14th July 17Gl, ibid. 
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eyery available house or aparllllent was Leing quickly engaged, and those 

W]Jich ,.;ere takt.!ll late Lad to),~ paid for at exoruitant rates. The solicita

tions of their friends prevail eLl with the Earl and Countess of Sutherland, 

\l'ho consenkd to a bouse bt:iug taken for t!Jelll, and also gave oth er com

missions. Sir Harry and Lally Erskine acted for them in these matters. 

The former took upon bim to orJer a coat for the earl. He writes : "You 

are to lw:re a coat too. Silver and gold stuffs are to be on the occasion of 

the marriage the fa :;hiouaLit: wear, tho' yon come not to the marriage, you 

come after the king's and after your o~n1. I shall venture to be::;peak one if 

tl1ere be now a tolerable one to be had. I don't Luy one for lllyself, because 

every one knows that I am poor. The robes shall be bespoke." 1 These 

robes were to be worn at t!J e coronation. I.ady Erskine urged the countess 

to be early in LonJon to lw.ve her robes made and ready in tiiue. She 

writes : "The rrrnine will scarce be got, every mortal is making up fine 

cloakes for the wedJing, aud the silks are alreaJy riseu consiJerably in their 

price. I st ill remain attached to blue, and have accordingly bought a Llue 

and silver.'' 2 A house v:as obtained in Albemarle Street at the rate of se\'en 

guinea:; a month, but it was only a,•ailable till the :?~d DeccmLer.3 The 

earl and his countess arrived in London on the 1st of SeptemLer, and two 

Jays after their arrival were presented to the king by Lady Dute. In a 

letter to Lady Elgin, the countes:; says: "Every body i:; busy preparing to 

make a splendid appearance at the kiug's marriage, at which only peers and 

peeresses are to be 1•resent ." ~ X either the earl nor the countess furni sh any 

description of the marriage, which took place on Sth September, although 

proLably they were present at the ceremony. The coronatio.n took place on 

I Letter, Sir Harry Erskine to t he Earl of 
Sutherl<tn•i, 5th Au;;nst 1761, in Sutherland 
Charter-chest. 

~ \' ol. ii. of this work, p. ~55. 

3 Letter, Sir Harry Erskine to the Earl of 
Sutherlantl, dated 8th August 17 61, in 
Sutherlaou Charter-chest. 

4 Letter, 5th :September 1761, ibirl. 
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the 22cl, anLl in a letter to La• ly E lgiu the coun tess writes: "The eoruna

tiun is altogether }>.l,;t Ill)" description, it was so gram! and magnificent, uut 

the fatigues attenLliug it were proportionably great. I assure you I lmYejust 

got the better of i t." 

Four Llays subsequent to the coronation, on :2Gth September, "\Yillielma 

l\Iaxwel1,1 si;;ter of the countess, was married to J ohn, Lon! Glenorchy, the 

only surYivi ng son of John, thin! Earl of Breadalbue. The Earl and 

Ci)untess of Sutherland were present, and the latter relates that the briLle 

"beha.Yed as her best fri ends could wish he r, and has continued to do so 

ever since;" adding, "she is Yery well, never look\! better in her life, ami 

by all that I can see or discover is now as easy and happy as auy of us." 

On the 2!J th the earl anll countess accompanied the bridal pat-ty to J:iehmouJ. 

Of this visit aud of their own subsequent movements, she says:-

" On ~Ionday my lord anJ I went with them to Richmond. T uesday we spent in 

Feeing the park and gardens there. On Wednesday, LorJ Elgin breakfasted v.ith us. 

That day, we went aiHl saw \\"i mhor C1L"i tle an d the D uke's Lo•lge. On Tlmrs•by saw 

H ampton Cuurt. aud returned to J:ichmond. This morning we saw E:ew Gardens ; auu 

aftl'r dinner my lord and I returued here." 2 

The E arl and Countess of Sutherland remained in London until the 18th 

of .April, on which day they took their departure for Scotland. They travelled 

to Edinburgh, and thence to Dysart, where they were residing wi th General 

St. Clair on 20 th June. They af terwards paid a vi sit t o. Dunkeld 3 on the 

invitat ion of the Duchess of Athole,4 and from Dunkeld went to Taymouth, 

I As is well known, Lady Glenorchy be
cam e famons for her piety and usefulness in 
t loe c:~use of religion. 

~ Lette r to Lady Elgin, dated London, 2d 
o,·tnber 1 ; 6 1, in Sutherland ChartPr-chest. 

3 L~<tters, :> Iary, Countess of Sutherland 

to Lady Elgin, 13th April 1762 and 20th 
Jun e 1; 62, ibid. 

4 Letter, J ean, Duch ess of A thole to :>Iary, 
Countess of Sutherlaud, Dunkehl, 16th June 
1;62, ihid. 
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wJt~::uce they j ourncycLllwme, reac:lti n;; D unroLin on the lOth of July. 1 .A few 

\•e t.:k<> L.ter :;be: \',ri te:; of her l to~Leho! Ll rts "a very soLc: r happy little f::uuily 

who want only tl1c ::tlluition of a fii eml or two to make us euvy uo situation, 

aml who, \Yithout any hopes of that addition, arc very contented and plcaseu 

with our solitary situat ion .... I let my lore! go a shooting and walking with 

his gentlemen wbile I ''ork, read an,! amuse myself at home-aml we finu 

ewrything go on so well with m tbat \ \'C have no thoughts of changing our 

abode for tlt is winter." This 1•leasant li ltk domestic picture may be taken as 

typical of the married life of the earl anu his countess, \Yl tich from the general 

tone of her letters seems to hrtYe been lt rtppy. 

They coutinncu at J)uurobin until :\larch of the fo!l,)wing year, 17G3, \\'hen 

the earl was callL•d away to fultll his parliamentary unties, and left the countess 

at E uinburgh. She writes to him on 14th :\larch : "I reckon you will get to 

London to-ui.:;ht, but I shall be im}!rttient t ill I hear of your safe arrival, after 

which I lwpe I may soon hear that you arc proposing to retu rn." 2 Durin;; 

his absence, the countess wrote with almost um·arying regularity eYery 

two days, the most prominent particular in her letters being a lament at the 

absence of Iter lord, and urgent appeals to him to retu rn. The letters of the 

earl t o his countess are apparently not preserved. 

Little more remains to be told about ·wi lliam, seventeenth Earl of 

Sutherland. The death of thei r eluest daughte r, L rttly Catherine Suther

land, " hich took place on 3•.1 J anu~uy l T G G, lJ::tcl a deep effect upon the earl 

and countess, aml e~pecially tohl upon the health of the cad, as he had been 

much attached to his daugltter. The fri ends of the family advised them to 

seck a change and t he l1enefit of more society. In a letter to. Lauy Elgin on 

31st J anunry, after speaking of th e "suuden and very seYere" trial tbis 

1 Letter, :'ofary, Countess of Sutherb.n<l, t o La<ly Elgin, Dunrobin, 16th July 17 li~. in 
Sutherland Charter.ches t. 2 Letter, il.id, 
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death had been to her, the countess proceeds: " I have since had much 

to ~nffo> r on !ny lonl's acco1:nt, who, tlw' very Id ig11'J to th e will of God, has 

found this :.;u llJeu ch eck v'e ry SC\'cre upon his delicate coustitution. Tl w 

gout, from not fixing, g(tVe we a wry great ahrm, and indceJ he himself w~s 

under Yery great apprehension for some days, and the dread of the greatest 

of all misfortunes has almost reconciled me to wh at was my duty, tho' a 

difficult one to suumit without repining." The earl resolnd to go to Dath 

as soon ns l1 e was able, and accompl iRhed tllis in the course of the spring. 

On 22J April he wrote to ::\Ir. 'Wcmyss of ·wemyss that he was nry well, 

wi th no signs of gout. H e purposed to remain a few weeks, auJ then 

proceed to Lowlon, Lnt before he could carry out this arrangement he had 

taken fe ver. On lOth )lay th e countess wrote to ).Ir. \ Yemyss of favouraLl e 

symptoms in the carl's condition, and that she ind ulged h ope," Lnt this with 

cautio11." She says they h~hl the best pl1ysicians in Bath , anJ they haJ 

sent to London for D r. }'ordyce. The attention3 of the countess to her 

husband were most a<>S iduous,1 anJ in consequence of the severe strain which 

her deYotion to her lmsband entailed upon l1 er, &he herself caught the same 

fever, of which she died on 1st June. The pain fu l circnmstance.s in \rhich 

her death took place evoked a strong feeling throughout the country. Lord 

George Sack ville, writing to General I rwin on 1Oth J nne, says: " Poor 

Lady Sutherland is J cad, anJ I fear my lord will not live many days. .A 

more mel ancholy ennt never happeucJ. She died \Yorn out with her 

at tendance upon him, and with her anxiety auout Lim. I know not whether 

to wish his li fe or his death. H e does not yet know that the poor woman 

is Jead, probauly never will." 2 

T.ady Betty and :\Ir. \ \' emyss arrived at Bath the day ~fter the countess 

I Vol. i i. of this work, ['!'· 2();3 .. 300. 
~ Xin th report to tL e Hi storic:.! ~I S . Commission, part Ill. p. 24. 
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di ~J . 1 The carl su rvivd Lis countess un til the IGth of the month, w!1eu h ·~ 

alw succ' llJ!tl ;c.l to the f~H:r. On ~ l st J nn e, 1.Ir. Alexander Mackeuzie 

iutimates ], is death to :;\lr, Gilchrist: "From the accounts yon had Ly b~t 

post you won't now be surprised to leal'll the Il\elancholy fate of the wort by 

earl whom it pleased Gall to call from this worlLI on ~Ionday last." 2 Tbe 

earl was only tl1irty-two ye::trs of age at his death. It had been arrange~_[ 

that the countess should be buriell iu the family aisle in the chun:h 

nt Dornoch, and inst ructions had been issued as to all the details 

of the funeral. Besides the relntives, cou nty gentlemen, and other 

frieuds of the family, four hundr~d of the tenants were to Le calle.l 

to walk before the hearse. The body wa.~ to lie o.t CyLlt.;rhall for so11w 

days, and the room there cl.osen for the purpose was to be hung v;ith hlack 

cloth. A scheme for the funeral "entertainment" at Elliulmr~h, on tli L' 

way to Dunrobin, inclndell seventy-fiye dishes. Another t.;Utertainmrut 

was also to Le pro\'iJed at CyderLall. The magist rates' seat and tlit' 

pulpit in Dornoch church were to Le covered with Llack clotli, ami the 

family seat and pul pit in Golspie church were to be similm ly treatell. The 

doors of these churches were to be painted black, while eight or a dozen 

flambeaus \\'ere to be used in the church of Dornoch and at the tolllb at the 

time of the interment. But when the earl dieu, c.tber arrangements were made. 

The two bodies were com·eyed to EJinLurgh by Derwic:k, and after lyiug in 

state at Holyrood house for some day~. were intt:rrcd on !Jth .August in 

one grave iu the abbey of IIolyrooJ.3 The monument er~cted in Dornoch 

church over the family burying place to their memory, bears the lines: 

" They were loYely and pleasant in their lives, and in thei r death they were 

1 Dra.ft letter, without signature, t o Cap
b in l!oss, datetl H th June 17\iG, in Snth~r
hnd Charter-chest. 

2 Letter, ibid. 

>OL. I. 

3 Entry in the accounts sbted in the 
minute-book of the curators of the Countess 
of Sutherland, liGG, ibid. 

3 .)[ 
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uut di,·iued." 1 The Earl of SutltcrlanJ was extremely amiable in his Llispos i

tion, as v:a3 abo hi:; cuumess; botl1 of them were universally belo\'e1l, auJ 

tltcir J c-::tth much lanH·ntcd. They were knov.-u to be an affectionate couple, 

which increascu th e iutcrcst iu their almost tragic death. 

There is a full-l ength portrait of the earl preservcJ at D unrobiu castle, 

where it hangs on the wall of the great staircase. It is from th e Lrush of 

All ::m 1~amsay, the son of the poet of the snmc name. The earl is attired in 

full highbllll co:stume, with feathers in his glengarry cap. The dress as worn 

Ly the earl consists of a scarlet jacket and Sutherland tartan kilt , and kts 

l,ec11 adopted as the uuiform of the Suthetlam:l Rifle Yoluntecrs. There is 

also a portrait of the countess. 

William, se\'eut eenth Earl of Sutherland, and his countess, had i.3sue t\\·o 

daughters :-

1. Lady Catherine Sutherland, who was Lorn at London, ~4th jhy l 7 G4, nnd 

died at Dunrobin, 3d J anuary 17 66. 
~. Lady Elizabeth Slltherlaud, known as D uchess-Countess of Sutherland, of 

whom a memoir follows. 

1 The erection of this monument has misled Lonl r.onald Gower, who, in bis 
"Reminiscences" states that t he earl :1.mi his countes~ were buried in the old cathedral at 

Dornoch. [E<l. 1SS3, \'OL i. p. 60.] 
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XXT.-ELIZAEETII, llrciiESS Coti~TEss OF SuTIIERLA~D. 

GEORGE Gr.A~VILLE l ,E\'ESOX-G OWEH, niARQuESS OF STA.FFOP.D 

AXD FIRST D uKE oF SuniEP.LA~D. 

l7GG-1 839. 

ELIZABETH, Countess of Sutherland, the only survmng child of 

\Yilliam, seventeenth Earl of Sutherland, was born at Leven Lodge, 

l3runtsfield, Edinburgh, on !Hth ::Hay 17 G5. She was only one year and a 

few weeks old wh en, upon the death of her father on 16th June liG G, she 

succeeded to the titles and estates of Sutl1erland. The failure of male 

heirs of the body of the seventeenth earl, and the succession of the countess 

to the peerages and representation of the Sutherland family, with the sub

sequent creation of her husbnnd as Duke of Sutberland, were held to fu lfi l 

the traditional prediction of a sa;;art ruadh, or red fri ar, at D urness, regarding 

the bouse of Sutherland,-

W hen after J ohn comes George, and. after him comes John, 

And. after \ Yilliam comes \\"illiam, after him comes nune. 

Being an infant at the time of her succession, the countess was placed 

under tutors and curators, 1rho had been nominated and appoint ed to that 

trust by the late earl, her father, about a year and a half before his deatlt.1 

Following upon a procuratory granted for that purpose, the countess was 

retoured as nearest and la·wful heir of her fath er, with the usual formalities, 

1 The tutors were the Duke of A thole, the 
Earl of Elgin, 1Ir. Thomas ~I ille r, Lord Jus
t ice-Clerk, Sir Adam F~rgu,son of K ilkerran, 
~Ir . James \\".,myss of \\'emyss, ::i1r Da,·id 

Dalrymple of Hailes, Mr. Alexander Boswell 
of Au~hinleck, and ;:.Jr. John ;:.Iackenzie of 
!Jclvmc. The nomination is dated 15th 
Janunry 1765, and regderetllOth July I ;.;6. 
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"·hich a numuer of tl1e puulic, including persons of distinctiu1t, were present 

to , , it ue::;.,.1 Her e:drellw you th , !Jigh ra11k, ancient lineage, Yast l •osses

sions and orphan condition all t old upon the puulic mind, and evoked lllnch 

interest and sywpathy, esvecially as it was expected that her service woulu 

be opposed uy Sir Houert GorJou of Gordonston and others. No ol~ec:tions, 

however, were raised, allll :Jlr . .AlexanJer :Jlackenz ie, law-agent for the 

countess, reported this antl the res ult of the proceedings to Captain Jan1e:s 

Suthcrlaml, supcriutetlllent of her estates, aJLling :-"There was a vast crowu 

pres~nt, anu many other respectable persons attendeJ, who, tho' they were 

uot jurymen, will share in the countess's claret at :Jirs. ·walker's, whither 

I 'm just 11ow going." lie asks Captain Sut!Jerlanu to notify the service 

to the Duke of Athole and :Jlr. Wemyss, \Vhile Lady Alva, the grandmother 

of the countess, sent an anxious inquiry as to the cyent.2 

The intl.llt conn tess was ]JlaceJ under the care of Lady _:-\lva, her maternal 

grandruotl1er, who had resiJed with her almost from the day of her 1irth, 

and of \•horn the curators rceorJ tLat th ey 'rere s:.1tisfied of the care, affec

tion aud fitness of LaJy Ah-a for so dclieat~ a ta~k beyond all others. 3 

The young countess ::mJ her grandmother resiJed at Drumsheugh, then a 

suburb of Edinburgh, where Lady Alva Latl a house and grounus. She was 

allowed £4 20 yearly for the proper maintenance of her young charge, 

medical a.ttenJance and extraordinaries being separately proviJcd for. 

Siher-platc was 1rought from D~mobin for the usc of the countess. 

Shortly after the Jeath of "William, seventeenth Earl of Sutherland, Sir 

1 Procur:~.tory d:~.ted 24th January; r etour 
of speci:li service, 23<.1 February ; precept, 
l !lth March ; anu instrument of aasiue dated 
!l t h April, all in the year 1767. Amoug the 
jurymen were tlo c Earls of Glencairn, Gal
loway, Lc\'en :md ~orthesk, three lorus of 

session, and a number of gentltmen. 

2 Letter, dated !?3d February liGi , in the 
SutLcrlaou charter-chest. 

3 Minute-book of the curators of tLe 
Countess Eli?.~ beth, I i6G-l i S:!. 
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Houert GorLlo n of Gortlouston, auJ )lr. George SuthcrhuJ of Forse, both laiJ 

claim t.o the S utherland pecmge. .As soon as Sir Hobert gave indications of 

l1is inten tion, thosa acting fur the countess took immediate steps t o defend 

her interests, and Sir Adam F ergusson, )lessrs. Burnet, ·wight, Boswell of 

.Auchinleck, Crosby, \Yilliam i~Iaekcnzie, and "\le.xaHcler Gordon were retained 

as her connsel,I The lorJ justice clerk anJ Lord .Auchinleck thought it 

prudent not to act for her, as her ease might come before them for adj udica

tion. Lorcl H ailes, however, diJ not. permit. this probabili ty to inter fe re with 

his becomi ug one of her eounsel.2 }lr. Burnet, after wards Lord _jfonboddo,3 

made exhaustive searches in th e charter-room at Dunrobi n on behalf of the 

eou u tess, and collected allll arrangcLl the evi<lence there o l1 tained. 4 H e also 

wrote memorials regarding l1 er right, and engagcLl to make other inquiries for 

her, bu t for these services he declined to receive any professional fee. H is 

valuable assistance was, however, ackno\Yledged. by tl1e present of a silver 

breaJ-basket, still preserved at .Jionboudo.5 

As already stated, Sir l:oucrt Gordon did not wake any opposition to the 

service of the countess as heir to her father, and on 20th J\Iareh l i 6 i the 

tu tors and counsel for the countess ngreeJ not to stir in the case until her 

right \YaS attackcd.G Dut SOOn afterwarJs he presented a petition to the 

king claiming the Sutherland peerage as the heir-male of the Gonion Earls of 

Sutherland by his descent from Sir TiolJert Gordon, sou of the elcYenth earl. 

Similar petitions were immciliatt:ly presented on Lehalf of the Co uutess of 

1 Yo!. ii. of th is work, pp. 30-1, 305. 
2 5th December liG6 ; ihid. p. 306. 
3 ~Ir. Burnet was elevated t o th e bench, 

a~ Lord i\I unboJ J o, on 12th Febru:~.ry 1 itii. 
i Vol. ii. of this work, pp. 3Utl, 3lJ7. 
5 The follo wing entry occu rs in the minute

hook of t he curat0rs :- " I j tJ [l , April 29. 
By cash pai i for a silver brearl- basket, as a 

present to i\[r. Burnet, ad,·oc:J.te, now Lord 
i\Ionbodr.l o, fur some m:~.terial inquiries to be 
ma,le and memorialls he drew abou t t he 
countesses r igh t to the titles of Suthe rl:tnd, 
for which he refuses fe es, per dischargerl 
account, £20, l ~ s. GJ." Sec al ~o vol. ii. of 
tbid work, p. 30d. 

6 I bid. p. 30i. 
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Sutherland, and by ~Ir. George Sutherland of I~orse. The countess claimeLl 

the titl es nncl honours cf Sutherland as heir to her father, on the ground 

that the destination of the titles ,.,.as to heirs, and not limited to heirs-male. 

:Mr. Sutherlallll of Forse founlled his claim to the peerage upon Li s Loiug 

the heir-male of the earlier or Sutherland Earls of Sutherland by descent 

from Kenneth, the younger son of William, fifth Earl of Sutherland. 

Th e petitions of the different claiman ts were referred by the king to 

the house of lords, and came before the committee of privileges of that !Jousc, 

but it is unnecessary to follow the protracted proceedings before this com

mittee. I n :March I /69 the cases were presented, that for the countess being 

written by Lord ::\Ionboddo, and revised by Lord Hailes, Lord Anchinleck 

and Sit· Adam Fergusson. For the labours of Lord Auchinleck on belwlf of 

the countess at this time, her tutors presented him with a gift of silver-plate.1 

About the close of 1 i G9, new cases were presented by Sir Tiobert Gordon and 

::\Ir. Sutherlaud of Forse, and the case for the former especially engaged the 

atteution of those acting for the countess. The result was the famous 

Additioual Case for the Cow1tess of Sutherlaud, so well known in the 

legal professiou, anJ also to antiquaries and historians, which wa.s finished 

by Lonl H ailes about the close of October 1770.2 His lordship bestowed 

great pains upon the e:~se, which cost him six months' constant and assiduous 

b.hour, and it was carefully revised by Sir Adam Fergusson and ).Ir. Solicitor 

Gordon. 'When it was published it recei;·ed great praise, and the current 

opinion of the profession is given in the statement: ·"All the lawyers aml 

others who have read the case are convinced and delighted with i t as a 

most valuable t reatise on the subject." 3 The law lords, however, in the 
1 "1768, December ~1. By cash paid li s . Gu." [~linute-book of the curators.) 

Will iam Dempster, jeweler, for a present of 
silver plate gi ven Lord Au cLin leck by or,ler 2 \·ol. ii. of this work, pp. 300-3 1:!. 

of the tutors, per discharged accou nt, £70, 3 / hid. l'· :Jl2. 
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hou~e of lords did not trt.!a t it so f~wonmbly, disagreeing with several of 

tl11:! }J1'UlJO:sitiuus nwint:tin etl uy th~ lt: a rn e~.l_ autl10r . 

.A fter prolongeJ debates on the case, the house of lords, on :!1 st 

M al'ch l ill , gave their deci~ion in faYour of the Countess of Sutherb.url, 

fH.ijutlging to her t he title, honour and dignity of the earldom of Sutherland, 

as heir of t he body of \ Yill iam, ,•,ho was Earl of Sutherland in 1~75, on the 

ground that the honours and dignity of that earldom descemled to Elizabeth, 

t l1e wife of Adam Gordon, upou tbe death of her brother John, ninth Earl of 

Sutherland, a<> heir of the body of the saiJ Earl \ \"illiam, aucl from her 

to the h eirs-male, who were also l.eirs of her body ; her husb[lnd, .Adam 

Gordon, having only assumed the title in right of his wi fe. 1 This judgment 

of the home of lords also fixed the ranking of the peerage as prior tu the 

year l :! i 5, and thereby made it the premier earldom of ::icotland. 

The news of the decision gave ge11eral satisfaction, and was made the 

occasion for popular demonstrations of joy iu different parts of Sco tland. 

On the Wemyss estates huge bonfires illumined the sky at uight.2 But 

the shire oi Suthe1land haYing most interest in the triumph of the orphan 

countess, there t he expressions of joy were "beyond ail bounds." Five 

hundred of her tenants who met at Golspie celebrated the event with the 

firi ng of muskets, and with feasting.3 Lord Auchinleck writes: "Everybody 

rejoices in the young lady's success, and, I mny say, further, in the knight 's 

I J udgment of the house of lords. 

2 ::'-lemoria.ls of tb e f:lrnily of \Yemyss of 
""emyss, by Sir \Yilliam }'raser, K.C.B., YoL 
i. p. 3i0. 

3 lith J uly 17il. "Captain Sutherland 
transmi t ted a bill of £~! , ! 3s. 2d. sterling 
d ue to ::'>Iargaret Beatty at Golspy, fo r whi•key 
and other drio k. bread and cheese, powder 
aod shot, consumed by aboYe 500 of the 

countesses tenant~ who bad met at Golspy 
t~ rej oice in her carryin~ the peerage, and 
Captain Sutherlan•l hopes the tutors will 
be pleased to order payment of this bill, 
as t he e.xpens~ was una,·oidable, the joy of 
t he poor people on t hat occasipn being b~yond 
all bounds. The tutors were 1•leaserl t o au
t horise the factor t o pay the bill and take 
credit for it in his accounts." (:-Iinute-Look 
of t he curators.] 
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disappointment." He himself had not been without fears, seeing tbat 

" differrn t n~en ha•;c diff(·r.:ut sclltimc11ts in matters of Lnr." .:\t the s:uue 

time he always thought his young rmpil's title "was quite clear," and th.~ 

ascertaining it to Le so l•y tl1c highest tribunal of the bnd gaYe hilll 

"very great joy." H e aclJs, "It ;rou\1 have been a shocking thing haLl tin~ 

honours been scparatcJ from the estate, and that part of the estate whi t:h 

was purchased Ly my good fri end, Lady Strathnavcr, in the event of tile 

young laJy's death "·ithout chilJreu, go away to a stranger." 1 A pocut 

entitled " The CaleJoniau Heroine," celebrating the victory of the connte:;~ . 

was dedicated to lter tutors, and puL!i:;hed by ~Ir. TioLert Colvil. H e 

ap1Jlicd to them to be reimbursed for the expense of its pulJlication, a!Hl 

1·eceived a. donation of ten guineas.2 

Lady Sutherland showed her sense of the zeal and ability displayed l>y 

LorJ IIa.iles in support of her ~uccessful cl.litu to the peerage by presenting 

his lorJship, in 17 8 i', two years after her marriage, \Yith a 1•iece of plate 

costing £:!27.3 Lord H aih:s had scruples alJOut acce11tiug the presentation, 

but alloweJ himself to be uYerruled. On l Gth July 1787, he writes to LorLl 

Gower, " I am honoured with your lordship's letter. Dy it I see that, in 

your lordship's opinion , I may, without any impropriety, accept the plate. 

I will not oppose my own scruples to that opinion, anJ this the rather 

because I should not wish to seem to reject a !Jresent while I only mea11t 

to have declineJ it. It shall re1+11.in with me a'l a pleasing and very 

flattering testimony that my zeal for the interests of Lady SuthcrlanJ 

and her family has been approYed of, although in a more pnLlic mauncr 

than I lookeLl for, or should haYe chosen." i 

I 2 1st :.by 1771 , vol. ii. of this work, p. 314. \\ emyss, by Sir \\.ilium Fraser, K.C.n ., vol. 
% ~linnte-book of the cur:J.tors. i. p. 370. 
3 :.I emorials of the f:ln.ily of IY €myss of t L<:tter in Snthcrbnd Charter-d1est. 
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\ Vhcn t he young countess was thus sccmwl in her l 'O.'i.'il·~s ion of th.~ 

hvuou,·3 nllll dic;:!itic:; of the most andellt (;arlclulll in Scotlallll she wa" 

scarcely six years of age, aud it was highly im]JOrtant that she shoul<l 

receive an education appropriate to her high rank and stat ion. Little 

information is forthcoming to show whnt was actually clone iu this respect; 

b ut her subsequ ent history abut1Llautly attests the fact that she recein::d 

every advantage \\'hich her position and resources could cormuand. .\. 

£OYerness and additional att enLlants were I IO\V pro\'idecl for her, and thi;; 

iucreased estaLlishment remlerecl it uecessary to haYe large r accommoclation. 1 

Hcpeated and urgent representations were mnde l 'y Lady Alva to the 

countess's tutors upon the subject. At first it \\"as proposCLl that the house 

aL ll rum"iheugh shoulJ lJe enlarged, Lnt negot iations for its purchase havir1g 

fai led, a bouse in George Square was bought, in which the countess took up 

her residence in the beginning of 1 i 73.2 F or tl1e Engli .~h lauguage she was 

placed u nder the tuition of 1'rofc3;;or l~ouertson. 1n 1 i i G she had as her 

Euglish t eacher iiir. S. J. Courteuey I'ratt, who then went under the assume<l 

name of .llr. ~Ie lmoth.3 H e says that '"hen he went to her he found the 

countess a lmost able to instruct him in E ngli;,h reading and literature, and that 

she "recitetl ~Iilton and the Spectato r wi th a skill that requircLl littlc aid frolll 

tutorage." H e a lso states that she was "extrernely fond" of literaturc.4 

t The first go \·erness of t he connlo?s3 was 
~l is3 J ackson, wbo w a3 bruught from Lon
dun an•l arrived in r:.linburgh on II th 
l>ecembcr l i7 L premorandum iP Sutherlan d 
Char ter-chest. ] 

2 The price paid was £:!'!50. ~linute-
book of the curators. 

3 ~Ir. Pratt assumeJ the name of Courtney 
Melmoth, a.s he explains, partly for literary 
anJ partly for family reasons. He ~>.·as the 
author of " E mma Corbet t," and of some 

\'OL. I. 

poetry, etc. He W :\5 an acquaintance of 
Lord Kames anJ :\Ir. David H ume, anJ at 
their request ga,·e puhlic lectures on the 
Engli~h langna.;e iu Edinburgh. I t was while 
Mr. Pratt wa~ on a visi t to LorJ Kames that 
Larly Alva invited him to iustruct the Couu
tess of SutherlanJ in the art of reading. 
[Letter from :\Ir. Pratt to the count ess, date•l 
LonJ,1n, July :!3d, 1755.] 

~ Letter from lll r. Pratt, in Sutherlari·l 
Charter.cLest. 
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There is li tt le fmth er to recorJ al.Jout the Counle:>s of Suthe1land Juring 

these early years, or 1111 ti l ~lt.: wa> of an age to t ake some interest in her 

es tates. One ]Jlc:1s ing tmit of her cbracter at tl1i s t ime was the sympatlty 

she showed in noti cing and relieYing the \Yau ts of t he !JOOr. She wrote tv 

her tutors on I 3th I >ecembcr I;; 4 representing" that her fi nances were very 

low, and her J emalllls J ai ly iucrrasiug with t he waut:; of tlw poor tl.is rigorous 

season. She tbtte rcd hersel f that in retplCst ing a supply fur pocht expenses, 

t hey woulJ not think her unre:1sonabl e." Jier ladysl iip's request wa.> at on•:e 

gran ted by th e tu to rs, who direc tell the agent " to signify to the couutess tlt e 

great pleasure her letter gave them, and to pay l tE:l' ladyship at the rate of a 

guinea per monlh fur !JOCke t-mouey, recom!l1end ing to her to keep an accou nt 

of the application thereo f." In 1 ii8, fonr years later, the c om1 te~s , finding 

her wants increasing with her age, solicited a larger a!J owance for pocket

money, and twenty gnine<1S a year was accorded to her to commence fron) 1st 

J anuary of that year.1 

At this 1•e:riod the Cou utess of Sutherland sometimes res ided at Barnton 

H onse, situateJ in the parish of Cramond, and enjoyed both driving aml 

riding exercise. A memorandum, ·wri tt en at a later pcrioJ, by a person wl1 o 

descri bed himself as an intimate acquaintance of Sir \\·alter Scott, and whosP. 

son drew up, engrossed, and witnessed the signature of Sir "\Yalter in his 

last \Yill, refers to this. H e says : " ::\Iany cbangcs have taken )Jlace in the 

vicinity of Damton since the happy day s wh en it \\·as honoured with tl1e 

res idence of the Ban ~1bo i r Fhear ChattaiLh. Often have I bad the pleasure 

of seeing her ladyship JeligLtfully cantering along followed by the carria;e 

of th e good old Lady Aln, anxiously looking after her pr~cions charge." 2 

The first occasion on which the countess adhibited her signature to 

formal legal documents appears to haYe been on 9th July 1779, when sh e 

I ~Iinute -book of the curators. 2 ~I emorandum, uu,lateJ , in Sutherland Charte r -c.:h ., ~t. 
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signed a charter of confirmation at EdinlJurgh in f:n-our of Lieutenant Hugh 

Sutherland of Evelix of the town and b. nus of Over and X ether Evelix, and 

al so subscribed several contracts, etc.1 

In the autumn of this year the countess travelled ·with I.ady Alva to 

I.omlon, where she made a prolonged stay.2 The completion of the cJucation 

of the countes::. and acquaintance with London society were probably the 

objects aimed at by this change of resiucnce. Of the impressions aml 

experience of London life which she bad at this time nothing is knO\m. \Ye 

learn, however, that in 178:2 she sat for her portrait, the earliest taken of her 

so far as is known. T he artis t is uesc ribed as "::\Ir. Chalmers," and was 

probably Sir George Chalmers of Cults. H e was a pupil of .Allan Tiamsay, 

became an eminent J•ainter, anLl died in London in 17 91.3 The countess 

returned to Scotbnu about July 178::?. 

Towards the close of the year she visited Dunrobin, accompanied by Lady 

Alva, General Grant of Dallindalloch, and :i\Ir . .Alexauder 11I ackenzic. \\'ith 

them she inspected the house, aml proposed certain repairs for h er better 

accommodation when she should come to live then~, ordering a sketch of the 

intended repairs, 'Yith an estimate of their expense, to be made and sent her. 

H er curators consent ed to han:; the r epairs executeu. She also ins}Jccteu the 

l\Iains of D unrobin, which embraceu, besiues arable land, the five parks called 

1 Minu te-book of the curators, etc. 
2 She set out upon her journey t o London 

on 5th October. The same horses, ioclnrling 
a pair of chaise horses anJ saudle horses, 
hired in EJinburgh, accompanie• l her all the 
way t o London. T hese on arrival at that 
place were sent back t o EJinhurgh, which 
t hey reached on 4th ~overnb~r, having been 
away alt'lge tber thirty-on e days. p !emor
a odmn , in SntherlanJ Charter-chest.] 

3 Lore! l~onaiJ Gower, iu his " Reminis
cences," s;>.ys , " I know of no por trai t of her 
(tbe duchess countess) in her chih!hooJ. The 
earliest, I belien, is that lovely b eau of hers 
painteu by Romney, now at Trent ham (there 
is a. t .,Jerabl e copy in the dining-room at 
Dunrobi n) , for which I imagine she sat at 
t he t ime of her marriage." EJ. l SS.'i, vol. i. 

l'· 61. 
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Golspie park, tlte Cockstonn park, Quarry 11ark, Dove-cote park, and Sommer

lwu,e park. The ~Iaius hnll. Leen let as a grass farm to Ca1•tain Sutherland, 

the factor, in December 1767, upo11 comlitiou of keeping only so much grouml 

under cro}J all!.l the remainder in 1•asture, 1ut he had been careless on this 

point, flltLl was informed Ly the curators that the stipulations lll.ust Le 

uLserveu, as the countess ha!l in vie\Y to take the ~lai11s into Iter own h:wus.1 

From this date the countess took an ncti ve interest in her estates, ami 

from time to time ma•le representations to her tutor.:; re~arding them. As 

she was accessible and of a kindly disposition, representations were now made 

to her for her influence Ly those in want of any favour from her curators. 

One instance of tl1is kind may be adYerted to. The minister of Dornoch, theu 

Mr., afterwards Dr. J oh n Bethune, set before the countess the" incompetency" 

of the cathedral church of llornoch for public \\-orship, "Leing w vastly 

spacious, lofty, anu irregubr, as greatly to exceed the utmost exertion of any 

human voice," besides which the old unpleasant practice of burying in the 

church was still continued by many peo1Jle of the better sort whereby the 

church was necessarily "nauseous and unhealthful." :Jir. Dethune, after 

indicating what he desireu to be done, concluded his re}Jrescntation with the 

hope that it might not Le considered mmorthy of the countess to take the 

lead in a m:ttter of such public utility anJ cuncern to her country anJ the burgh 

of Dornoch. The Countess of SutherlanJ laiJ this representation before her 

curators, who 1eplieu tk1t they could not comprehend how a church that had 

be_en used for preaching since the reformation should all of ? sudden base 

become useless to the hearers ; and that the regular way for the minister to 

proceed in this matter was by an application to the presbytery, ''bich might 

1 ~Iinute -book of the curators, etc. "X o~em
l.ter I.-By paid tue countess's trtn-elling 
expenses to an•l from SutherlanJ, iucluJiug 

carriages, horses, etc., £!()!, l~s. ~.1. P.y 
cash la.id out hy her la•lyship duri11g her 
journey, £'2.""i, 1::!~. tid. " 
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be followed by a meeting of hcritors, at which they should also consiuer tbe 

propridy of eudusiug the c!turcl1yanl.l 

D ,lring the next two years the countess resided alternately in Ediuburgh allll 

London, chid1y in the latter city. ·we learn from the accounts that, in January 

li83, she gave a subscription of sixty guineas towards the Xew .A.ssemlJly 

rooms in Edinlmrgh. She abo l>ecame a member of the Highland Society.2 

On 4th Se]JtemLer I i 85 she married the right l10nourable George 

Gr.1nvill e Leveson Gow·er, Yiscount Trentham, eldest son of Gral1\·ille, Earl 

Gower. ] \y this union the large estates of the wealthy family of the Gowers 

were ultimately adued to those of the family of Sutherland. Among others 

\rho \\·rote their congratulations to the countess were Lonl H ailes and 

Sir Adam F ergusson. The former wrote immediately upon her ladyship 

announcing her engagement :-

" ?ll-I.DA~r,-I am just now honoureu with your letter on the most important of all 

subjeds, anJ. I si:l~ereiy hope anu tru~t tilll: what you mcutiou will Le happy iu its 

consequences. The fJ.mi ly is unexceptiunal,Je, aud has r· n>Ju~eu many worthy auu 

eminent persons. Its co1mexions anu alliance~ are numerous and honourable. Of 

wrd Trentham's ebaracter, a:; you just1y SUj•)JOse, I can knull' little. Ent what I have 

hearJ is very favourable, anJ it i~ a presum1•tion, at least , t o hi;; aJvantage, that you, 

madam, seem to approve of his arlureoses. It ~ivcs ll!e much vlcasure to ~ee from Y' ur 

letter that you think well of my zeal in your sernce. My intentions have been ever 

good, anrl I may say tint I ha1·e ha•l the affections of a parent towarus you. Gull 
bless you, anu make you Lappy." 3 

1 Minute-book oi the cnrat urs, etc. 
2 Ibid. 
z Lette r, Sth July 1783, in Sutherland 

Cltarter-chest. It woult l appear that both 
Lord Hailes and the Lord Auvucatc advised 
t he coun t ess as t o t he marriage S ( ttlements 
at tbis t ime, and that on Lord Trenth am's 
Lchalf, beside~ Euglish counsel, :- I r., after
wards Sir Archibald :-Iacdonald., bruther-ln· 

law of Lord Trentham, .prepared the con
t ract. This ga,·e L ord ll ailes much satJs. 
faction, as he had warDf,d the countess that 
Eughsh com·e) anccrs \Yould never under
stand her title-dectls or Scotch law, and that 
t hey wou ld only draft a settlement unintelli
£ihle and absurrl, while :-Jr. :-hcdonald, hav
ing kno\\ ledge of both conn tries, would wake 
eHr~ thing easy. 
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Sir Adam Fergusson wrote to the couu trss after her marriage:-

"l\l\DA:II,-The n .. tirc I have haJ in the public papers of your ruarri:tgc l•eiug 

now o>er, call~ upnn me to expr('ss what, I trust, you wouiJ not doubt, t hough I did 

not exFes.s it, my siuccrc glHJd \1 i~hes fu r your hat•pincss in thE' state into >:bich you 

are now entereJ. It is p:~yiug yon no complimcct t•> say what I really think, that 

your own t emper, Jisposit i on~ ~nd un•lerst:n.tling give you a fair pro~vct of cnjuyiug 

happineso. AnJ I sincerely hope that yuu "·ill fi111 l in the hu sband whom you ll:'tvo 

clwsen di~positiuns am! sen tim ents similar t o your orrn. F ortune and situation I 

put bu t in t he secon,] place. Of tbcs-c you have t'nough. T hey are most desir;cl,le 

athantagcs, if rightly used, am! I t rus t in those qualities which will secure you 

against the d:mgPrs with which tl try are too often a~wm pa iJic•l. T:pon l•,okin;; ort: r 

th is letter I fin J I Lave teen falliug iuto a style a lit tl e UIJttsual iu curresponJing IYi th 

a young bdy. But I hope it lllay te pardoned in me, both on accoun t of my tim e of 

l ife and the relati011 I have haJ the honour to huld towarcls you as yonr guardian. I 

am sure you " ill recei>c congratulat ions from no !Jt'rson who more sincerely "L;l,es 

e....crything that i;; good to at teuJ you," etc. 1 

From 1 i 8:J, the year of their marriage, t o 17 91 inclusive, Dunru1i n 

castle 1ras fitted np at consillera11e expeuse as a resioence for the countess 

and her husllaucl. Duriug these five years, besides painting and furnishing, 

building operations were also executecJ.2 In the course of these operations 

the rampart wall ronnd the house gave way, and it \Yas feared t1Jat the 

foundations of the house were thereby rendered insecure. In a letter to the 

countess from General James Grant of Dalli ndalloch, on l ~th September 

t Letter, 1 ;"th September l 785, in Suther
b.nd Charter-chest. 

2 In 17 55-6 furnishingsamount ing to£1400 
sterli ng, along with workmen t o place the 
furniture, were sent from LJinLurgh to DLID· 
rohin, EO also were £ -! {) worth of oil 
paints, anrl painting wa~ carrierl on until 
An~ust and September 1787, when the pic-

tures were bung anri' mirrors set up. lu l 7 SS, 
~:!,800 slates W<!re sent to Dunrobin, and in 
t he year followin~. lSG boat·loads of freestc-oe 
"·e r~ con\·eyed t hithe r Ly Golspie fisherm C' n. 
I n I 790 a cargo of timber was also ddiHrctl 
at Du n robin from In verness. In 1 i S!l .!JO large 
sums were paid to :Oir. :OI ·Lar"n and his men, 
for building, etc., going on at l1 untohin. 
plcmor.lllda in Sutherland Charter· die" t.] 
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17 86, the general n:ports to l1cr lrulyship on this subject, and with refen:nrc 

to the pnJ;;re.::;s of the work go ing on at Duurobin. lfc writ es that :\fr. 

Anderson, the mason employ cLl at the wurk, considered the foundation of 

the house to be perfectly safe, aml stronger tlwn ever, as he had unJerbuilt 

di fferent parts of the founda tion, uut the rampart wall giving way had 110 

connet;tion with the foundati on of the house. "The bank was never 

t onchcLl, and the rampart was intended to make the space Wi Lle enough to go 

round the house with a carriage." 1 General Grant adds, "Andenon's 

account of the house pleases me. lie says the stair is convenient, the room-; 

well plnstered; in short, convenient loJgiug for all the company you are 

likely to haYe there, witl10ut any pomposity about an antiquated cnq It'. 

which is all that was proposed." On a quest iou of good taste and jutlg11H:llc 

in laying out the grounds aud locating the offices, the countess ant! Gen'-"ral 

Grant were not at one. The latter states, in the letter just c1uoteJ, that-

" Jir. I:.osc does not approve of repairing the offices, as you will prul;aLly re move 

t hem to a greater di~tance. You haJ that j,Jea, whit:h I took the liberty to ol•jPd to, 

as I consitlered elegance and regularity in that country to be totally ont of the qne~ti <JIJ. 

Offices at a distance-a kitchen-garden out of sight, and tine uven bwns, do not ar•r•ly 

to our country. An att empt of t hat kind is iu the otyle of .Jlr. Er~kiue uf Dun, who 

fronted hi5 house to the north, because they did so in Italy." 

A11other mishap, besides the one to the rampart wall, took place bt;f,•re 

the bu ilding work carried on wa~ completeLl. In 1 i 00, owing to some care

less negleet on the part of the carpenters, the stables at Dunrobin were 

burnell down. General Grant, in another letter to the countess, referring to 

this conflagration, cautions her ladyship about the safety of the castle of 

Dunrobin, aucl urges her to ha,·e it properly insured. H e says:-

" 1IacCulloc b and Fraser have told me since they came to town, that they dv 1; ot 

think the castle safe nnder the care of the h ousek eeper, as she is apt in her presen t 

1 Lette r in Sutherbu•1 Cb:lrter-chest. 
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solitude to take n cup of comfc;rt lou freely, but they wb h not to Le mentione•l in tlti.q 
l · u.:i nr~ s ; :. •tJ I shou],] t!.ink thPre woul•l be no grr·at harm in in;;ming the ca:.tle anc [ 
fu rniture. The expense I am to!J i.'> incon:,hlerable, ],ut I J o 110t know t l1t.: am•Jllllt, 

M l have t lf' \'Cr insurccl Iny uwu h ou"~• tho' I have often talke•l of it. UJ•pat ii 
insure,] fur si x huuJ rerl pounJ. '\\'hat Y(l ]Ue LorJ C: o"·er anJ you will thiuk pn>J·rr 

to put upon the c:u,tle I know nut. I shou!J thin k at leru; t as m:<tty thuusanJs." I 

.After the Lirth of lH::r ehlest son, George, ~t Lnndou, on Sth ..:\ U!,!tht 

l i SG, the Countess of Sutherl~nd appears to have gone aoroaJ, .lS G eu•:Ia l 

C:rant, in writing to her on l:.!th Septemoer, congratulating lter un th•• 

l1irth of her son, says he is happy to hea r she is " in good ltt.:alth, 

perfectly reco,·ereLl, and preparing to f::e t out upon an :~ greab l e j ournq to 

pass a winter pleasantly in a delightfu l country." 2 She was in P aris ia 

J nne of the following year, 17.:3 7. 3 

It was prooaoly on the occasion of that t onr, or possiLiy soon after her 

maniage two years preYiously, that Lady Trentham and her husband Yisitt'LI 

n ome. She happened to wait ou the English ambassador there at a time 

\rhen he had made an appointment to r eceive Prince Charles Edward. The 

ambass::tdor arranged that Lady Trentham, dming the interview, shoul•l 

repair to another apartment, from the window of wl!ich she would haYe 

an opportunity of seeing the prince, but she was requested not to look 

at him, as he had a great dislike to be stared at. Her ladyship, hov;e\'er, 

disoueyed that injunction. H er cu riosity induced her to inspect the prince 

as narrowly as she could, and she saw in him an old, infirm, orokeu

down man.4 H e died in J anuary 1788. 

1 Letter, chted Sth December I7aO, in 
RuthcrlanJ Charter-chest. 

2 Let ter, i l,id. 

'The countes~ write~ Clll 19th June 1787, 
t hat she saw a person whom she names, in 

Paris "last week." [.\Iemoraudum in SuthPr· 
lanrl Charter-chest .] 

4 Information from the late Geor;c Dern p· 
ster, Esq. of .Skibo, who wa~ lnng on in tim ate 
t erms with the Suthcrund f:unily. 
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I ~n the 25th of July the countess mi,·ed, with Ea<i Gowec, ' '" 
hus baud, at DnnroLin, where they remained until 15th October,1 but 

they were in Loudon the next spring. She does not appear to have 

been in favour " ·ith the Prince of ·wales at this time. Lord Robert 

Seymour in his diary reeonls on 20th March 1 i SS that "the Prince uf 

·wales has t:.lkeu such ~ violent antipathy to the amiaLie I,arly Suther

land that he takes every opportunity of affronting her, \\·hich he did so 

effectually last week, after supper, at CumLerlailll House, th at she fainted 

in her chair." H e adds, that "the duchess (of Cumberland) had the 

effrontery to laugh at what he sairl." 2 

EJ.rl Gower was sent as Dritish ambassador to the comt of Louis tile 

Sixteenth, and arrived in Paris_ in January 1 i DO, when France was in the 

throes of the revolution. X otwithstanding the state of that capital, the 

Countess of Sutherland, her cbil tl ren, and Lady Ah·a accompanied the earl. 

Lord iiailes wro:e to Lady Sutherland, and congratulated her on "the 

appointment of Lord Gower to au embassy so honourable and important." 

lie ttltters himself "that the }'rench will see that we mean to live in amity 

with them, since we trust Lady Sutherland with them as a pledge of friend

ship," and he expresses the wislt, "'Wherever you are may you be as happy 

as I can wish you." In the same letter Lon] H ailes enlists Lord Gower's 

interest for oLtaining the papers of Bishop Atterbury and Lonl ~ br, which, 

he says, " remain iu their original packages \ri th the Scots Benedictins at 

Paris." He adds that the papers would be an agreealJle accession to 

1 Golspie fishermen were employee! t o go 
with a b.•at to the ~Ieikle ferry to assist in 
hking across t he hag~a;;e of the Countess of 
Sutherb.nd ancl her hu~hancl when proctc•ling 
t o Sutherland. A lso, on ::!uth J uly, pas;a;e
money is charged for one of the countess's 

YOL. I. 

men servants and of the maicls , from Lond.:m 
t o Crornarty, ancl freight of boxes an•l pack
ages at the same time fo r Dunrobin. [)leruo
r:mclnm in Sutherland Charter-chest.] 

2 Letters of Two Centuries, by Charles 
Fraser lllackintosh, p. l !JS. 

3 0 
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the king's library, awl lw bt:l ieves tlmt l1is majesty would wish to be 

pos:>es<>ed of thcm.1 \\"ht::thcr Earl Gower was able to gratify Lord H ailes 

in this matter does not t.rnnspire. 

The Countess of Sutherland ami her husband a few months latt·r 

reqnested Lonl Hailes to ass is t them wi th the "accounts anLl Lab.nces" 

of the Sutherland estates, Lut be was uuaLle to uudertake this service, 

as he was occupied with "a l1e:l\-y load of causes;" aml he woul·l 

not take in charge what he cou]J not }_Jerfonn deliberately anrl well. 

H e, however, made certain suggestions, awl recommends se\·eral perseus 

who lllight be in trus ted wi th the work. From the terms of his letter 

just quoted, it is ascertaiuecl that Lady .Alva, Lefore leaving Scotland, 

intimatet.l to Lnrd Hailes her apprehension'3 of not finding Christian 

burial in France. H e endeavoured "to make her ea;,y on tha t Lead by 

representing to her the liberal not ions of the present times." In his 

letter he hopes "that she has not given up thoughts of returning to 

Britain a1l alive." Another remark he makes may be quoted. In reference 

to a printed account of French affa.irs, which E arl Gower communicated 

to him, he says, " H aving long been a reader of. history, I am not \·ery 

easy of belief in historical mat ters." 2 

' Vith one notabl e event of the French revolu tion the Countess of Su ther

land's name must always be associateJ. King Louis, \vho foun u it very 

unpalatable to carry out the new constitution bro\1ght into existence by 

t he revolution, and whose situation Lecame increasingly disagreeable anu 

dangerous, suddenly resolved to leave France. H e believed that if he coul<l 

do so, large numbers of his subjects would flock to his stanJanl, and that l1 e 

would receive oth erwise such assistance as would enable him to recover his 

1 Le tter, dated Newbailes, 30th May 
I i 90, in Sutherland Charter-chest. 

2 Letter to the Countess of Sutherland, 
date<! ::-<ewb ailes, 11th October 17 90, i~·id. 





ASSISTS Tl!E FltEXCJJ R OLtL FAJIILJ" 1'0 ESCAPE. 475 

authority as king. On th e nigl1L of June ~0. 1 7!)1, the royal family 

secretly lett the 'Juil!tries in J isguise in a hackney carriage, the king 

assuming the character of a pnge. The Countess of Sutherland aided 

them by supplying raiment to tl1e unfortunate queen, while the dauphin 

was dressed in clothes belonging to Lord Trentham, her eldest son. 

By the arrangeme nt of the ::\Inrquis of I:onille, detachments of troops 

were stationed at the chief towns on the way on the plea that money 

was 1eing conwyed to the troops, but really to fa Your the king's flight; 

but notwi thstanding all these precautions, the at tempted flight of the 

king ended in failure. \ \'hil e a change of horses was beiug obtained 

at one of the stopping l 'lnces on the way, the king, needlessly exposing 

himself, was recognised by a J ;tcobi n nnmed Dronet, who, crossing the 

fi elds, raised an alarm at the next post before the arriYal of the party, 

and they were seizell anu brought back to Paris.1 

The sympathy and assistance affonleJ so seasonably by the Countess of 

Sutherland was never forgotten by them. The Dnchesse d'Angoulcme, the 

daughter of Louis the Sixteentl1, and the only one of tl1e family who 

survi\·ed the TieYolution, sixteen years after, at :Ji ittau in l~ ussia, expressed 

to Lord Trentham, then Lord Gower, her grateful remembrance of the fac t 

t hat his clothes had been made se rviceable to her brother, Lou.is the 

1 Sir\Valte r Scott, writ ing t o Lady i') uth~r

lanJ on 5th X ovembe r I S:?.J, a~ks iniorm:nion 
ahout the revolut ion in general, ancl this 
incident in particular, for his t hea projected 
H istory of the French Revolution. He s:.ys, 
"Another fa,·our I have t o ask of your la•ly
sltip, if it were not the trouble which it may 
give you. I am busied with somdhiog lik e a 
view of tb~ French revolution, :.nd I wi' h 
much to rlo justice tomyrlistingni~Ledcountry
woman, La•ly Sutherland's, 0:\llant eiTorts in 

favour of :\Iarie Antoinette. CAn your recol
lection, my de:.r la,ly, supply nte with any 
notes of that period, and the e\·ents c<Jnoecterl 
·with it, which may be useful to such a sketch 
as I mPcl itate. I do not mean to involve 
myself in an actual historical work, but merely 
to gi \·e some general , and, if I can, striking 
views of a course of events whi~b. I think, 
we have almo~t lost sight of. " (Yo!. ii. of 
tb i~ work, Pl'· 32!! , 3:l0.) 
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S ... m: ntecuLh, ou tktt enntfnl occasion, a1.u she desirell ltim to intiw atl.! l<1 

the connte;:;s tltc n:ga r•.1 slt!.! t:.n tertained for her.l 

The Couutc:ss of Sutherhnd, Jurill; her res idence in Pru·is, communi

cated the course of eYents to her friends in Eritain.2 Two days after 

the king left l'aris she wrote General Grant of Ballimblloch of the inci

dent of th e fli<iht, but she lmd not then uc:c:o me aware of the discov~ry 

and detention of the king. In his reply to the countess the general state:-; 

that the day t!te word of it arrived he haJ hearLl aml talked of nothing 

bnt the escape of the king aud queen. There had also ueen a great L:eal 

of com·ersation about it "at a male diu11cr at \Yhiteball" on the :!Gth. 

As .l\Ions and J,uxembourg were not above 150 1t1iles from Paris, and seeing 

th e countess bad not heard of the par ty being stopped two days after thei r 

departure, he had hoped they had reached one or other of these places. H e 

obsen ·es : "The pia u was well laid. The iLlea of an escort for money which 

was to be carried to the troops was well im:tgined. Eut the people intrusted 

wi th the c:xecutiou fail eJ in not haYing the hussars round tbe carriage wlten 

tl1ey drew neat the frolltier, then the re could have Lcen no suspicion, nnJ 

the St. ::\Ienoncl po.s tma.ster cou!J not have collected a m·ob nt Yanert to 

capture them." H e adJs: "I wish with all my heart that the innkeepe1· 

1 I n a letter to his mother , d:~oted ~Iittau, 
September ~. 1 SU i, Lord Gower states that 
th <' Due J'A,·ray iuforne•l h!m "that th.e 
Duches.>e d'.dugouleme would be very glad 
t o see me directly, on which we went t o the 
Duchesse de Sereot, aucl with her to t he 
ducbesse, who began directly to t:Uk about 
you-that I was like you-bow gra.tefu l they 
all are to you fur your attention, and about 
your lending my clothes to her brother, and 
she all but cried; I believe she had before 
I came into the room, as the Due d'Anay 

s:1id that his mentioning me had affec te<l 
her much .•.. ~be desiretl me to senti her 
compliments to you, and e:"Cpress her regan! 
for you, which you s~e I lose no tirue in 
doing." [Sta!Tord House letters, edited by 
L ord Ronald Gower, letter xxxii. pp. 60, Gl]. 

~ Lord Ronald Gower; in his Reminiscences, 
(Ed. 1 SS3, vo l. i. p. i7), remarks that 
"unluckily the letters she v."Tote during 
the period of her husband's emba.ssy are 
few and short." 
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aml the uftkiou5 surgeon \1"1 10 kuew tile kin;;'s relllarkal;le eounteuauo.:e lw.J 

ueeu 111-JOU the t v}J uf l:euriuuas, or in the ll1iuJle of til e :\Iuclde Feny." 

He refers with some coueern to the hazarJ uf t!Je Countess of ::>utlJ·~rlaml 

allll her h usband remaining longer iu l'aris :-

" Le viu est tire, il faut le Luire; Tho' Loru Gower cauuot lea\'e that di,;trade•l 
couutry, one caunot ldp being unea..sy abuu t you r situation, and tho' I am conviJJ c•:•l 
you arc qui te Rafe, happ~n what may in the country, yt·t I should Lc Ltttrr r•lea.•ed tu 
havP you at Duuruhiu .... You arc ne1·er at a l o~s, and could Jispp us~ with the 
u;:;rceable conn?rs.Ltion of the ge11tlemen of til e ::\'ational Ao;semL!y, and the prote~ta

tions uf the mob breaking in upon them au<! shewing tl1ei r zeal by cxclainoin6 Je jm·e. 
~ othing makes a so!Jin bnt real actual sen-ice, anJ I think you have ~ reo more in 
the conroe of thLs iu teresting Frrnch campaigu, and han~ lt :J.• l mote exr•c,·ieuce from 
repeate,J alarm;;, military prepamtiun~, freqneut att.tcks awl retre:lt~. than m:my of ou r 

generals who never saw or heard a shot fired ; and I Lel ievc buth l1as h:lJ•J•eucJ to 
you, the last certainly." l 

T hree mont!ts later, General Grant was assurcLl by ber ladysltip that she 

was living in l 'eace and quict.2 

In August of the following year, hol\'ever, the revolution culminated 

when the king anL1 hi5 [;,unily were made prisoner<>. It was proha1,ly about 

this time that it was founJ w:ce::;sary to chalk upon tlte doors of t!t e embassy 

the words "Amlmssade d'.A ugldcrre" to lJrotect the place from th e mub. 

The British gonrnment now recalled their ambassador, but Lady ::SutlterlnnJ 

and h er husband "ith difficulty go t out of France. 'While making a hurried 

j ourney they were arrested and brought uefure the re\·olutionary tribunal at 

Abbeville, where they experienced some trouble, though they were ewntually 

permitted to leave for EnglanJ. Her ladyship is said to han.! kept a diary 

of her stay in Paris; but it is surmiseJ that it was destroyed uy her on this 

1 l.r!tter, d:~te o l Sack,·ille Street, 27th ,J nne 17 () I, iu Sutherland Ch~rter-cbes t. 

~ Letter from General Grant to the Countess of ::luthcrhn.t, dat~J Ballir!<hllucl., :!U:h 
Sept ember 1791, ibitl, 
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occasivn. In the passpo1 L with \Yl tich she was fumi shed the countess is tLus 

.descri brLl: "T.:hly 1] i;·:d~t:. th, ~<JUI.1tcss of Sutherland, spouse of :--rousieur the 

Ambas~atlor of Euglaud, vf the; a~e of twCJ;ty-seven yc•m;, he feet in height, 

hair aud eye-brows light che~tnut, eyes dark chestnut, uose well forl!led, 

mouth sruall, chin round, forel1ead low, face somewl1at long." I 

On retuming to England tl tc Cvtmtess of Sutherlaud toc•l;: np rcsidenct> at 

a villa iu the neighbourhood of Louclon.2 A few mouths later Louis tl:e 

Sixt3euth was guillotined, aml the }'rench conYention decla red war agai u ~ t 

Grea t Britain. The Countess of Sutherland aml her husband i111nteLliatcly 

sho~>ell tht:ir loyalty by raising a fencible regimeut in Sutherland. This stt-p 

had been suggested to tlH:: lll short ly before by General Graut, whose letter to 

the countess on the sul•ject, written on 5th December 1 iD~. not only sLows 

the necessity there was for raising forces, but also reflects tl te state of the 

country and the alarm Y>hich prevailed. Tieferriug to the di;,tractcd state of 

France tLc general says :--

" 'Tis to be hoped th e frenzy to its full extent ~-ill never reach tbi3 fortunato 

island. But it will r t:qni re gTeat care and goo<! management to keep clear of the 

infect ion. A11U by an unl ucky, tho' an unnroi<hble reduction last year, there are 

certainly too few troops in the country to keep riotous, mischie,·ous, r ebellious, levelling 

repuulican spirits in orJer. And things ha>e gone so far that magi~trates and offir.e r.q 

of the peace cannot, iuJeed, dare not, show t heir Llces without military assbtance. 

The -l:!d is the •.lnly regimtnt in tlli.s country, which is certainly not sufficien t to 

protrct innocent quiet pco!Jle, and presen·e. good or•Jer in the country at large, when 

one may sec dbatl'ection and discord increasing by the hour in every quarter. An 

augmentation must take place, and won, or government may repent it when too late. 

T he best and quickest tb ::~t could be t hough t of fo r Scotland woulrl be f~nrible 

regiments. One for SutherlauJ migh t be rai~eJ in a month, and. wouhl ctr~ctually 

l Remi niscences, by LorJ I:.ona!J Gower, 
eni tion I SS :l, vol. i. p. iS. The original 
!•as-port is in F rench. 

2 Letter, General Grant to the Couutc~s 
of Sutherland, dated Ballimlalloch, l • t Octo
ber 17!1::!, in Sutherland Charter-chest. 
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keep the north in order. 1 nc~J nut tell Lor.l Gower and you that the ofli ccrs to be 

f· Pl"~i utcd t u t: ,., cum p:m i ~;.; (,:, te r.li.>.'<l i:1 Suth erland mmt all belong to th:•.t country, 

t ho', as fornu~ rly, it :m.y Le tlwu;;ht expe,Jient t ·J r:dl in tv your a;;,;i~t:m ce :\fackrnzie.-; 

aud Hoss's or nny other m.we tha t ca'l 1•rodur:e a rom!Jnny. I throw out t],[.o; h int 

that Lord Gower and you may tum it in your mind, and if this idea should meet 

your approbation you can talk it onr with }lr. Dundas." 1 

Sl1ortly before the actual declaration of war, Lady Sutherland wrote to 

l\fr. J ohn Fraser, her f[l.ctor, of tl1e projected regiment, that as war with 

France now seemed very near breaking out, Lurd Gower \\'atllJ probably 

raise a fencible regiment, and she in;;tructs him to make this known in the 

country, to prevent young men, di:;posed to enlist, from joining other 

independent companies then r~.; cruiting. She also asks him to send a lis t 

of the offic<:>rs of the late Sutherland F enc:iLles to Lord Gower.2 

This was not the first fenciltl .; regim<:>nt rai~ed under the authority of the 

couutess. After the declaration of ind ependence by the r nited States, and 

towards the end of the year 1777, when she was only twelve years of age, 

Mr. \Yemyss of ""emyss wrote her upon the subject of embodying a 

regiment. H er answer "as creditable to her. " I have no objection to 

raisiug a Sutherlaml regiment, am only sorry I cannot command it myself." 

The regiment was emborlieu at :Fort George in February 17i 9, and mustereu 

1000 strong. I t was commanded by :\[r. \Yemyss, younger of Wemyss. An 

interesting reference t o the regiment anu its chicftainess occu rs in the 

journal of Sir \Yalter Scott, who says, " I recollect her (the countess) ever 

since ;,be stood at her aunt Lady Gl enorchy's window iu George Square, 

reviewing her regiment of Sutherland giants." The regiment was disbanded 

in 1 i83 at Dundee and Fort G~orgc.3 

1 Letter, dated from Ballindalloch, in 
Suth~rland Charter-chest. 

! Letter, dated from Wimbledon, if, ;.;, 

3 Memoriali of the f:\mily of ~-emyss of 
\Yemyss, Yo!. i. pp. 3~ 1 , :lS:l. Jonrn,ll of 
Sir Walter Scutt, b!JO, \'Ol. ii. p. bO. 
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The Sutherland Fenciules were now agai n raised 1n 1193. Tile countesg 

came to Dumouin in the summer of tl1at year, immediately after the regime11t 

l1ad been rnisctl, aml took the opportunity of showing her warm iuterest in 

t he regime11t and in l1er clan, frow which the regiment was chiefly drawn, 

by entertainiug Loth the oflicers and ruen. H er friend and conespouuellt, 

General Grant, cowmendeJ her hHlyship for giving tl1is cutertainmcnt. 

"Dinner and supper to the fenciblc officers, with beef, porter, and the colours 

to the men, was a good meusure, and I hope you will repeat it. Tho:;e feastg 

will make a noise, and have a good effect in the country, anu 'tis surely 

pleasing people at a small cxpence." 1 The regiment was placed under the 

same command as formerly, anJ was afterwan1s embodieu in the regular army 

as the 93d Sutherland 1li6hbnders. 

The alterations and improvements which had been matle during l1er 

absence, both in Dun roLin castle and. oYer t he estate of Sutherland generally, 

greatly interestecl the countess. She recognisetl the improYement, and found 

deligltt in observing the progress in the growth of trees which had been 

planted by her directions. I.orJ Gower also employed himself about country 

business.2 They, however, spent most of their time in England, yet did not 

permit their extensive and \·alua1le estates it1 the south to monopolise thei r 

attention. Tiley visited their Scotch possessions generally once a year in tl1e 

1 Lett t"r, dated ~ewcastle-upon-Tyne, !!9th 
August I 79:!, iu Sutherland Charter. chest. 

2 Letter , General Grant to the Countess of 
Sutherland, ~9th August 17 !>3, ibid. The 
geueral writes, " I am happy t o fin,\ that you 
was pleaseJ upon you r arri,·a\ with the alte ra
t ions which ba,J been made in t he anti•tuated 
ca•tle, which is uow a• g<~o(\ a house as yo n 
could wish in that part of the world fo r the 
reception of t he nati,·es, an.! the few foreign-

ers who find their way into that terreotrial 
paradise. I an1 ,:.,ry glad you think the 
place much impro,·ed. In you r absence the 
trees had nothing to do but to grow, and in 
a southern climate vegt tatiou is quick, tho' I 
am afrai•l Bennywragie is not ye t co,·ere,\ 
with oaks frum the acorns which LaJy Ah·a 
was so anxious about planting the fir.t time 
I bad the honour of attending you iuto 
Sutherland," etc. etc. 
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summer season. " rhile they were in Englanrl, the countess corre~pondrd 

with ::.\Ir. Jolm }'raser, tla:! ir fnctQr at Duurohin, on al l business Iu:ttters 

affecting the estates in Scotlallll, lmt she also p~rmitted her tenants on tLe~c 

estates to commtmicate directly \Yith ltcrst:lf. 

On both the SutherL1nd and Gower estates, which included immense 

tracts of land in EnglanJ anJ Scotland, similar improYements were carried 

out simultaneously. In uoth cases, ow ing to leases stretching to three live5, 

tl tc lands for a prolonged period had not ueen under the direct control of 

the rcspectiYe families of Gower an<l Sutherl::mJ to w!tich they belonged, 

and, haYing ueen neither drained nor properly cultivated, were greatly 

worn out. These conditions of occupancy hacl become obsolete in other 

par ts of the country, and as the leases were l.cginning to expire abon t 

th is tim e, the opportunity was seized by Lady Su therland and Lord Cower to 

inaugurate considerable impro,·ements. It is, howe \·er, with the Sutherland 

estates that \re are here concerned. 

A ccording to ::\Ir. Loch, who wrote on tlJC subject, the condition of the 

people of Sutherland, long anterior to the time of the counte~s. was one of 

chwnic famine. The tacksmen, who helJ the lanJs unJer the chiefs, paiJ 

their rent mostly in military sen-icc; not only gidng personal sen·ice, but 

fu rnishing so many men, for whom they became responsible, who usually 

formed the regiment miscd by tlte chiefs either for their own defence or the 

service of government. The men thus pro\iJeLl were :;uu-tena11ts who paid 

their rents not to the proprietor but to the tacksmen from whom they had 

their holJings. The system \ras a bad one in various respects, one of 

its evils being t hat it leLl to the encouragement of over-pQpulation to 

promote the ease of the tacksmen aud the iufluence of the chief. The 

scanty proJuce of the land did not yi eld sufficient for the subsistence 

of those dependent upon i t, as the soil was poor, and though suitalole 
roLL 3r 
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for pasture, was not ll t for the agriculture io which it was deYoteu. The 

sub-tccunts \\' Cl'C thus, for the LJI OSt part, iu such wiseruuk circurustauc.:s 

that eYery baJ SC:lSO ll urought them to the \'Crgc of starvation. 

I n the tirue of the Couutt:ss of SuthcrlauJ the rcl::ttions which ktd sul.J

sisted between the proprietor, tacksmen, ::tJH.l sub-tenants underwent a change. 

The fencible regim~:nts rui seLl l.Jy the large proprietors were now incc• rporatd 

into th e rcgulat· army, and the chief:; no longer helLl the conuuaaJ , nc• r Liid 

they appoint the officers," ho !Jr,d furmerly been selected. from the t ack ~ mc11 

or their families. I n the train of ennts which followed this chau:,:e 

the tacksmen, as a class, were abolishell as their leases expired, ::tn ll th e 

land was e\·erywhere laid ont in such a way as might be most producti \ e 

and be11eficial alike to the owner and tenant. 

But even before this change the improvements mentioned had begun to 

be carried out. ·willium, seYeuteeHth Earl of Sutherland, during his short 

li fe, inaugnra tcJ several important works for the benefit of Lis estates and 

those upon thetn; anJ the tuto rs of tl1e Countess of Sutherlaud acted in the 

same spirit, so fa r a.<> they deemed it competent to them as tutors. As their 

exper ience, which was not an uncommon one on . the Sutherland estates , 

ill ustrates the need there was for the radical changes afterwards made by the 

coun tess upon the estate, it is of the more importance to state it. 

The winter of l7i l aml the spring fulluwing it were of unusual se\'erity 

in Sutherland, and occasioned much suffering to. the tenants. Their 

catt le were lost for waut of proYender. The tenan ts themselves were 

destitute of provisions, which had to be imported from Caithness, ::\Ioruy, 

and l'eterhead. Such was their condition that they proposed to renounce 

t heir lea.;;es, this being especially the case among the tena nt.;; in .Assynt. Tile 

tutors, while holding them to their leases, iudnlged them with time to rccoYcr 

from the ir mi,fortunes, and pay ' their rents, and assisted them to do so by 





JJII'ROrEJIEXTS l'IWJL'CTED Bl' 1'l!E COC.\.1'ESS. 463 

employing them to built.! stone dykes, antl make other necessary works. 

But most of the tenants 011 the ~state of l~ ogari abamloned their holdings 

'With others re11ts got i11to arrer..r, victuals supplit.:cl for supporting them 

remained unpaid, and more \lere urgently rcquireLl, while mauy of the 

tennnts emigrated to Cnnnda. Such \>as the distress in Sutherland a11d in other 

parts of the north of Scotland at this time, aml so great the cmnplaints against 

landlords, that the goverument imtituted inquiries into the state of matters. 

It was to preYent the recurrence of so 1uuch di.:;tress that the Countess of 

Sutherland introduceLl the changes she projected, \vhich inYoh·cd a thinning 

process by substituting, as leases expi red, large farms for small occupations. 

The populatio11 afl'ecteJ by these measures sl1e proposed to settle in villages 

or towns to be formc tl on a sea-coast abounding \Vi th fish, wh ere they coulJ 

establish fishing industries. 

The estate arrangements thus indicated were not devised for the 

aggrandisement of the Sutherland family. They were specially designed 

t o benefit those \rho were immetliately affected by them, and to produce 

a happy and prospel'ous t enantry. Similar schemes bad already been 

put in to execution all over the north of Scotland previous to the plan 

of the countess being cnrried out. 

It appears to have been in the year 1 i 99 that Lally Sutherland first 

made known her intentions, and then only in confidence, to those who 

would have the priucipal band i11 giving effect to tbem. From a letter, a 

portio~ of which only is preserved, written in that year apparently by her 

agent in Edinburgh to the factor on the estates, we learn the earliest concep

tion of the intended improvements. The writer says :..,.-

"I have now t o refer you to an extract (which I enclose in confidence) of a le tter 
I have received from Lady S[ utherland], which you must not communicate to General 

W[ emyss] or any one else. I wrote to her ladyship adopting her views, and promising 
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my best exertions in the at l::li11mcnt uf them. I nllo.lcJ, ' In the year 1807 the wb ulc 
estate (''"ith wry f,~,,.. c-x.·c·ption . .;) I> ill be ont of lease, :mol open for a new arrangeml·n t. 
Ancl so far as iu tl1c meantime Jll';a~u r e.:; can Le ntlor·teo.l for preparin6 matter:~, anJ in 
partial instances pn ttiug your ]•Ian in exrcntion, I shall me my endca'l'ours that the 
opportunity may not be lost.' I LaYe tolo.l her InJyship of my intention (if possil,Ie) 
next autumn to go oYer the est:tte with yuu, and of my promise to semi you a copy of 
t he Lclds nrticlt.'s of rc;ulation f•Jr your r~mP rks, whir:h I s!,all do soon. All this will 
require some coD.'l io.leration from us botb, but all t bat I ban immeJiately in view is to 
put you on your guanl, anJ tu wrn your attent ion to t he idea of arrauging so that any 
removals that may take place unJcr the break may be so arrangcJ that some oue or 
lll ure Luger farms, commOllious nnd lying to~ethe r, may be made ou t in con~e'1ucnce. 

If anythiug of thi:; kiwl is likely in Str:~tLnanr it shoul•l l•e :;,oo1n cousiderell, ami the 
circumstances explicitly bit! Lefore Lor•l Gower. There is one idea on which I 'llish 
to ha>e your sentiment-; : when n consiJcra:•le thinning comes to t:\ke pkce, may not 
m:my of the people be pre,crve•l, and 'llith alh·antagc, by making R village on the 
coast of A~synt. I 'IIOUitl propo~e to appropriate one farm thns-Gi>e a lease of 
9 (l ye:ar:;, of a space of one or two ... " 1 

n~re the portion of the letter preserved unfort;Jnately ends. 

:From the time of this first announcement of her intentions the Countess 

of Sutherland con tinned to show the li \"eli est interest in the improvement of 

her northern possessions. I n 1808, when, on the expiry of the leases, her 

projects could be put into execution, she write.;; to her friend and correspon

dent, Mr. Charles Ki rkpatrick Sharpe, on the occasion of a visit to Suther

land : -" \Ye have had a most delightful expedition altogether, aud have been 

much occupied ><.ith plans for iruproYeruent." She adds a description of the 

iuhal>itants, and the superstition "·hich lingered among them, which may not 

iuappropriately be given here, apar t from its own historical interest:-

"This country," she procecJ3, '' is an object of curiosity at present, from being quite 
a wil,l corner inhabite<l by an infinite multitude roaming nt large in the ohl way, 
despising all barriers anti all regulat ions, auo.l firmly believing in witchcraft, so much 

1 Letter, dated from Edinburgh, 16th October 179:1, in Sutherland Cb:uter-chest. 
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so that the l•urter tlu rl>t nut scm! away two oltl wouH'n who \Yere pbguiug us one day, 
1· lk-viH,; tl1>:.!1 tJ r•c wi td.c~. Yon knu\1· that the hst witch burned in ScotbnJ. 
sutrl!red in llornoch, to our everla~tin~ skulle, in I 7 !U. II cr daughter, a ft;hwifc in a 
village about eight mile:> from hence, !tal•IJetwt! to bave burned her h:tn•ls whe;t a child, 
which contracted her fin~ers, and the common people ascribed that misfortune to her 
mother's wi tchc raft, ami imagined that this creature could turn herself into a poney, 
and that being shod by the devil occa5ioncd thi:> Lh:mish. Lord Statlord to-1.Ly, in 
walking ner~r their villagr, met :-~ man (a be;;gar) with hi;; hands in that form, the son 
of this fis lmifA and grandson of the wi tch ; nnd the descendaut3 of that family are 
still feared in the neighbourhood from that old liaison." 1 

The Sutherland improYements are fully described by l\Ir. James Loch 

in his work ou the subject.2 They extended practically to the \\hole 

sh ire of Sntherlaml., as Lonl Gower purchaseu the western portion of 

the shire. Thriving fishing stations \vere established on the east, uorth

ea.st, and west coasts. Farms ranging from six to twelYe acres upon Dornoch 

moor \>ere offered to those for whom the coast-side boldiugs were too small. 

The peo]Jle thus settled had various encouragements given them. r relll iums 

amounting to five pouuds sterling were given to the farmers just meut ioned 

for every acre they brought under cultivation. l'remiums of various alllou nts 

were granted for the neatest cottages erected by those resiueut on the coast. 

Sums of money were also giYcn annually to the most successful boats. The 

improvements effected were mos t extensive as well as thorough. Turf 

huts were replaccLl Ly stouc or brick cottages. }'our hundred and fifty 

miles of substJ.ntial roaJ were made over a country where not a single 

roa•i had existeLl. One hundred and thi rty-four LriJges were bnilt over 

the Sutherl and ri vers, there havi ng, previous to the improvements, been 

I C. K . Sharpe's Correspondence, 'i'ol. i. 
l' P· 345, 347. 

2 "An accou nt of the impro\'ements on the 

estates of the ~hrquess of Stafford in the 
counties of Stafford and Salop, anrl on the 
estate of Sutherland, ~ith r~marks." 15::!0. 
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only one uridge in the sltire.l Sueh a vast scheme couhl not l.Je caniell 

out uub:.;-; a t n gw.tt outlay of money. ::'.Ir. Loch l1as stated that from 1 S 11 

to 1833 n ot a sixpence of ren t was received from the estates iu Suti iC rland, 

and that during that period the large smn of sixty thousand pounds v;as 

expeuded l.Jy Lally Sutherland and her husband for the benefit and improve

ment of the people. \"\' hile these estate reforms were in progress, the 

necessity for urging tltern on reeei,·ed painful illust ration in the years 1813 

and 1817. In both of these years, owing to the failure of the crops, great 

distress prevailed over the north of Scotland. .At the last of the dates 

named this was particularly so. Many of the Sutherland peopl e ltacl to 

resort to extreme expeuients in order to subsist. Those who h3.d cat tle bled 

them, and mixed the blooJ with oatmeal. This they fried and ate. The 

misery of the people was very great. Lady Sutherland distributed sums of 

money to every parish on her estate, in addi tion to £9000 worth of oatmeal 

which ·was supplied, ami an advance of 111oury amounting to over £:3 000.2 

On this occasion it was discoYereJ that there "·ere four hundred and eight 

families, cou.:;isting of from fift een hundred to two thousand individuals, "·ho 

were squatters on the estate, paying rent to no one, and who had settled 

themselves there without any pennission. These also were relieved.3 The 

scarcity of food v.·hich prevailed elsewhere was hardly felt by those who 

1 This "as the "Little Bridge " over 
Golspie burn, at the eDLI of "hich the clan 
were wont to muster. Hen~e their slogan 
or war-cry: "To the little bridge." This 
bridge has been replaced by one a little 
further np the water. Ou the centre of one 
of its parapets a small obelisk has been pb.ced, 
on which, surmounted by an earl's coronet, 
is t he following Gaeli c inscrip tion: ":.Ior
fhear Chatt do cheann na droichaite big gairm 

Chlann Chattigh nam buadh," thns translated, 
" The great man of th e Catts to th e h~au of 
the Little Bridge calls the Clan Cattaich of 
the victories.'' 

2 "An account of the impro\'ements," etc., 
by Mr. James Loch, pp. 'i6, i7. 

3 Ibid., pp. 81, 8~; also report by :'>lr. 
Loch, June ~6th, 1819.: & e Correspondence 
of C. K. Sharpe, vol. ii. pp. 206-209. 
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l1ad ueen settled at the coast.1 Tb e scheme of rc:movals was afterwanlg 

pu~l1ed fvrw~trJ, to lJtCYent, su far as po.:;siulc, the recurrence of so 

much misery aml suffering. 

\Yherever the improvements were carried out, increased wealth and pro

sperity among the people were the result.2 But notwithstanding the benefit 

accruing to the people by the scLeme of improvements of the couutegs, they 

g:we it their most strenuous oppositiou, and recourse to the disagreeaLic 

ex pedient of evicting them from their boltlings became necessary. In 

connection with these evictions, popularly described as the Sutherland 

clearances, it has been attempted to charge the countess with cruel 

and arbi trary proceedings. These charges, ofteu repeated, and ohtaining 

reaLly credence, could not but be di3agreeablc to her. In letters to ?.fr. 

Kirkpatrick Sharpe she expresses her feelings on the subject. She \\"l·itcs 

in one of these: "At present I am uneasy about a sort of Inutiny that has 

broke out in one part of Sutherland, in consequence of our new plans having 

made it necessary to t ransplant some of the inhabitants to the sea-coast from 

the more inhnd parts. The same plan bas succeeded in other parts of the 

estate, but the people in one parish resist it, which I fear has rendered it 

necessary for the sheriff who "·ent to quiet th em to send for the assistance of 

the military. I trust their appearance may be sufficient, but it is necessary 

not to gi\·e way to the disposition they showed to acts of violence, as, if tl1at 

1 An account of the impro1•ements, etc., 
p. 78. 

2 )Ir. Loch, in his report of 2Gtb June 
IS 19, writes, "The most cl"ident change bas 
taken place in th e increasetl comforts of the in
habitants wherever these arrangements ha1·e 
been carried into effect, while the progress in 
t he codling and herring fisheries in Assynt on 

the north coa~t. aud at llrora and IIelmsthle, 
has been such a~ to exceed the most sanguiuc 
expectations. Th e number of barrels of her. 
rings already cured at Helmsdale ha\"c be~n 
in 181 6, ·!000; ISii, i300; ISIS, I !J,390. 
In IS 17 there were employed there I j coopers, 
I 30 women, 200 men, 50 boats. In ISIS, 
~ 0 coopers, 5:!0 women, iOO men, I -!0 boat~," 
etc. etc. 
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were not rc1•resscd, not only ou r property, Lu t t!t:t t of various n ci~hLourin~ 

pro ptielurs, v. ou!J. Le: in lhugcr of siwila r dbturbance. The J'eople who 

are refractory on this ocrasion are a part of t!Je clan Gun so often 

men t ioned by Sir Tiobert Gonlon, who live by distilling whi;;ky, ant! 

are unwilling to qui t that occupation for a life of indust ry of a differe11t 

sott which \Vas proposell to them." 1 

I n another letter to the same conespondent, her laJysl1ip, in sending :u r. 
S!Iarpe a copy of .:Jir. Loch's report on the estate improvements, writes: " \\' e 

haYe lately been much attacked iu the newspapers by a few malicious writers 

who !Jave long assai led us on every occasion. ·what is stated is nwst 

perfectly unjust and unfounded, as I am convinced from the facts I am 

acquainted with; and I veutme to troul>IP- yon with the enclosed note, as a 

sort of statement of our 1->roceedings, though with some scruple in plagneing 

you with what to you mnst be a bore-only if you meet with discussious 

on the subject in society, I ::hall be gbll if you will show this statement to 

any one who may interest him or herself 0 11 the subject." 2 

E nough has Leen said for lhe present regarding the im provements effected 

on the SutherlanLl estates by Lady Sutherlaud and her husband. It will Lc 

fou nd later that t!Je tenantry on the estate expressed t!teir high apiJreciation 

of these improYemcnts, and the sense of gratitmle which they entertainctl for 

the benefits which had thereby been conferred upon them. 

I n 1 7!JD the Countess of Sutherland tried the exp!:!riment of having moor 

game seut to her by mail coach from Dunrobin to London. On 14th ~\.ugust 

of that year she wrote instructions to her factor to send her two or three 

brace in a deal box.3 This was not t he fin;t occasion on which provision.s 

1 Letter, d..1te•l Cleveland Tlonse, ~!arch 

22, 1 S 13. Correspondence of C. K. Sharpe, 
vol. ii. pp. 71i, i 7. 

2 Corr espondence of C. K. Sharpe, \'ol. ii. 
p. 20tJ . 

3 Letter in Sutherbn,l Ch:1rt~r-d1C~t. 
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had been sent to London from Dunrobin; in 1i 81 ami 1i83 we find reference 

t o barrels of red herrings sent from .Assynt. The countess, at a late r date, 

desil'eJ butter and eggs to he transluitted to her from the north. r n a letter 

without date, but eYidemly written in 181 0, LaJy Sutherland writes to her 

factm : " The clearness of butter in the south is so great, anJ it is so material 

an article, that I think it would be a good thing for you to send a kit once 

every month for the usc of our house in .Arlington Street when we go there. 

I will consult with Lilly a1out the quantity, aud let you know more part icu

larly. Also the best part of tlw eg~s we Luy in Lo!lllon come from Scotland 

and Ireland. I think if the best way of packing them were known, which 

you may inquire, yon might as well try a barrel of eggs, by way of experi

ment, the first l'acket that sails." 1 

The night Honourabl e Granville LeYeson Gower, first :Marquis of Stafford, 

the father-in-law of the countess, rlied after a short il lness on ~Gth October 

1803. The countess, in a letter without address, refers to the event, stating 

that the marquis had been ill for a week. She and Earl Go,,·er set out for 

Trentham as soon as the express brought them word of his illness, but death 

had intervened before their arrinl.~ Ry the death of his father Earl Gower 

?ecame second ).Iarquis of Scaflurd. He had previously, on !:!5th February 

1 i ~ 9, been called up by wTit to the house of lords as Baron Gower of Stitten

ham, in Yorkshire, with precedence from 16th :\l arch 1 i03, the date of the 

patent of creation of the fir:;t Baron Gower ; so that he was thus in the 

peculiar position of beiug at the same time Earl Gower by courtesy, and 

Baron Gower by writ. 

In the year following, 180 ! , Lady Sutherland made her first .acquaintance 

wi th Ur. Charles Ki rkpatrick Sharpe, with whom, from this period, she 

continued to correspond to the close of her life. l\Ir. Sharpe applied to her 
1 Letter, in Sutherland Ch:~rter - chest. 

\ OL. I. 

2 Vol. ii. of this work, p. 316. 

3 Q 
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through Earl Gower, her sc•n, about some o!J papers at Dunrobiu. In re1•ly 

she it!f•Jnned l1im thnt a stewanl, during her minori ty, had burned a vas t 

number of pa}Jers, telli11g Iter they >Ycre tr:1.sh, and not fit for her to see, anll 

she jocularly regretted. the present v•cnkness of the feudal system \vhie It 

preveutecl her from hnHsing 11irn on the spot for his pains. She, bo\ve\·er, 

imiteLl ).fr. Sharpe to visit her. Di.:;nppoiuted in not ol.•taining the desi red 

papers, 1Ir. Sl1 arpc petnbntly characterises the letter as "an affeetatioa of 

' rit," 1 bu t about two ye::us later, Lady Sutherlanll, by h~r kiml att"utions 

t o h im, earned not only l1is gratit ude, but also his praise. lie says, "The 

StafforJs heaped killll ne~!Or.3 upon rue. dined freC}ucntly at ClevelattLl 

H ouse with dukes and lorll:; iunumeraLle. Lady S~ affur.J (1•ho is a most 

captivati11g person) gave me a 1•rint of lterself, a geuc·ml invitation, and 

des ired me to correspond with her." 2 From th is time they were fast fri ends. 

Lady Sutherland left CJe,·elnnLl IT ouse, her London mansion, for 

Trenthal..:l in the middle of ,T nly I 806, where she remain&ll for the sum. mer. 

Later she travelled north to Seotbud, where she vi ~irecl Dunrouin allCl 

several ot11er places, uutil the begiunin~ of October, \\·hen she returned to 

Trentham. Of the journey she wri tes : " \\~ e were coufiued for two day.3, 

by the magic of finding m:~ ltacl missed. our horses (coming to X aim to meet 

t hem by »ater), in Cawdor Castle. From thence we tra,·elled in 1vincl at!d 

snow through the high lands, and met Lorcl Stafford in Elli ubnr~h, \\·here he 

had come by the coa.3t ro:1.ll, without difficulties, nml highly pleased wi th ltis 

jom:ney, and the iml•roYements he saw in ewry part of Scotlalld , for he is 

seized as much as I am \vith the rage of improYement, and we both turn our 

attention with the greatest energy to turnips, Lut cannot settle whether they 

ought to be broadcast or drilled." She remained at Castle H oward for 

fttlly a week, resting herself after the fati~'1le she had undergone, and \':as 

1 Charles Kirkpltric!; Sh:1rp~'a Corre~ponuence, vol. i. p. '.:' 0 :!. 
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p::uticularly delightct1 \Yith thi, beautiful residcnct: anJ rtll she saw there. 

I n l hc L ttr. r j ust qu otrJ, s lH~ expresses this in strOJig term:; of aumiration. 

""·e came here to a very dilft'rcut sc.:uc, tl1c lllost 111 ::tgui!lceut mHl ch:mniug 

place in the world, with a very pleasant society, t he bouse full of everytJ, ing 

that can plt!ase the eye au<.l din-~rt the imagination, lJeautiful and picturCSf!ue 

architecture, paint ing iu its highest perfect ion, antient anJ modern statues, 

interesting portraits, drawings by a contemporary of H olbein of all the court 

of Henry the ~d a11u the Yalois, besiJes seveml of the tiwe of Charles 

the 1st (if the catalogue will go in a letter I will send it you \Yi th tl1is). I n 

short, en f ait of living, ease, etc. etc., nothing can be more perfect. Ddight

ful music. It reminds me of-

' Such the gay triumphs, the ltL-..:miou~ ~tate 

Of caliphs old, who on the Tygris :,hore 

In lofty DagdaJ, populous ant! great, 

Kept their gay court where W :.t3 of h dics store, 

And art, wit, mu.sick, still the garland bore.' 

This is really a place \vorth seeing, independent of the society, as I tl1ink it :\ 

perfect model of bermty, as well in the h ouse it~elf as in the gronuds 

belonging to it; and as the French people said, " ·ho were here last year,' I .e 

plus uel hauitation de particulier qui existe.' W e quit this ou :\fonJny to 

go to Bi~hopthorpe to brush off anything too Cahiuistic that we may have 

imbibed from the preaching at Golspy, and hope to be at Trentham on 

Thursday." 1 

It was while on the Yi <>it to Scotland just referred to that Lady Suther

land placed in the hands of ~fr. Constable the manuscript copy of Sir Robert 

Gordon's History of the Sutherlaml Family in her posscs~ iou.2 l\Ir. Constable 

1 Charles Kirkpatrick Sharpe's Corre
spondence, vol. i. pp. 281, 252. 

~ The manuscrir•t bad been for some years 

in the hanJs of George Chalmers, the author 
of " Caledonia," wh o borroweJ it in connec
tion with his own grt·at work. 
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was to have it copied, and a lmnJrcd copies printed for presentation to 

friends of t!tc fawily. LaJ) .Sutherland, writing to ).fr. Sharpe, makes the 

following remarks ahout the Look, and her intentions regarding a prdace to 

it:-" \ Ve think, as the work speaks for itself, it may come into tlw world 

naked and unadornctl, except uy a few introductory worus, explaining \\"hence 

it came, am} what it is .... The history begins at about 1100 and ends in 

1650. It contains a variety of matter, besides the account of our cai anll 

nostro cappo 1:ccchio; bistotyg of families iu the north-that of Lennox, the 

Douglass; digressions respecting popes, etc. etc. In short, it promises to Lc 

entertaining and curions, and will form a thick quarto volnme, and will Lc 

fi nisheJ in about six mouths." She also complains of a dearth of information 

about Sir Robert Gordon, and asks l\Ir. Sharpe if he could get her some 

particulars of his life. She adds, " I believe he is well known to many 

Scottish antiquaries; but though be is of our family, I never could meet with 

many r articulars respect.ing him, and those I do know are only that his 

grandson practised physick, and wrote a great deal (of nonsense, I suppose), 

on that subject, particularly di dolor.; ca.ss- a subject better let alone, except 

when one has the headache, to enforce an emetic." 1 ::\Ir. George Chalmers, 

author of " Caledonia," is mentioned in a letter of the countess as having given 

Mr. Constable "some hints relath·e to the publication of Sir Robert Gordon's 

History." 2 The sheets of this work were also, by the instructions of the 

countess, sent to him as printed.3 . It was not, however, t ill 1 S 11 , that 

the History was printed and ready for distribution. On August 28th of 

that year Lady Sutherland writes to ::.rr. Sharpe, "I am quite disappointed in 

fi nding Constable so slow, as from what I have seen from ~he beginning of 

1 Charles Ki rkpatrick Sharpe's Corre. 
spondence, vol. i. pp. 28 1-283. 

2 Lett er, the Countess 0£ Sutherland to 

George Chalmers, Clevelanrl House, June 9, 
1809, in the Sutherland Ch:~.rtc r -cbest. 

3 I bid., February 5, 1810. 
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the book, it prmuises to be \,·orth realling. Sir Robert Gon]on livcu much 

with lhe Lcm, .• :x. f:ua ily Loth in E ngland and France, and I shoulu suppose 

tl1ere might be curious memoirs relating to thew. l.s I suppose this Look 

will soon appear, pray tell me where Constable shall send the copy l intend 

for you 'vith a large margin." 1 .A copy of the book was presented to Sir 

\Yalter Scott. In l1is letter of acknowblgmcnt Sir ·walter writes, that" the 

book contains , for an olJ antiquary l ike me, many p:nts of great iuterest anu 

curiosity," adding, ''Sir RoLert Goruon, no doubt, diu not particularly study 

the picturesque, but he often gives hints which may be useful to those who 

do. \\Te gather so much of the manners of olJ times from those genuine 

sources that we should not complain of a lit tle labour in getting at them, and 

we are greatly indeLtcd to those wl10, like your ladyship, have had the 

kindness and liberality to render them publicly accessible." 2 

The Countess of Suthe1hnd had more tl1an ordinary talent and skill as an 

artist. She excelled especially in water-colour landscapes, and delighted to 

reproduce in this form the scenery of her uative couutry. A large nuuJber of 

her paintings and etchings were engraved and published, or primtely issued. 

They represent scenes in Orkney and on the north-east coast of Scotland, and 

also include twenty-two views on the northern and western coast of Suther

land, extending from }'arr in Strathnaver, in the north, to Gairloch point in 

Ross-shire on the west coast, with uistant views of the islands of I.ewis, Skye 

and H arris, etc. This coast line is rocky, bold and picturesque, and includes 

many headlands, such as Store P oint, Cape \\·rath, etc. The whole series 

embraces mountain and loch scenery, various sea views, and interiors of 

ancient churcl1es. The Countess of Sutherland diu not, however, restrict her

self to Scotland. She sketched and etched places in Paris, such as the H otel 

I Charles Kirkpatrick Sharpe's Correspondence, vol. i. p. 456. 
2 VoL ii. of this work, pp. 323, 324. 
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4e Carnan.let there and the Castle of Les Rochers, associated with ~Iadame 

u0 S8,·ignS, anu abo the l10uses and haun b of ::\farie de l:abutin.1 Iu 

anticipation of senJing a copy of the views in Orkney and the north

eastern coast of Scotland, taken by her ladyshi p in 1S05, to Mr. Sharpe, 

her lmlyship ·writes:-

"I shall feel in some l!egree affronted, my dear sir, if you are not out of hulllOur 
with me, or at least surprised at a let ter I receivec1 some weeks ago from you ha,·iug 

till now remaine•l unanswered, but the real canse of my obst inate silence is that I 
hoped to haYe been able to send the bborious and learned work in question 'll"ith my 

letter long before this time. 're went soon after out of tow n, and Juring three 

weeks my labours were ~uspencleJ in consequence of our journey; then the hot weather 
made me idle; and now you are leaving Oxford, and I must be told when it is 

fini ,hed ('which I tru ~t it \ril l be in a fortnight) where to send it. I trust you will 
fi nd it an innor:e11 t jJerfurmance. It ·will contain nothing contrary to the principles of 

the e~tablished cburcL, and though there is a >iew of what was once a. popish cathedral, 

and one which has heard mass celebrated, if it be true that walls have ears (as it is 

uni>ersally wpposcd is the ca.~e), yet I do not mean to set up my cathedral as an 
opponent to the prescut establi~hment. I think it right to clear myself of all suspicion 

on this head, wlH'n I am writiu; to an inhabitant of OxforJ. You will see that my 
'1\" ork has anoth er merit, that of haling proved that the Orkney islands are after all 

t he tru e Atlantides, which ha.'>e puzzled so many curious antiquarians; and, I think, I 

ha\'e some reason to be vain of ba,;ng done ''hat J\Ir. Baillie, and so many other8, 
r.onlJ not achieve, in being a.ble to fix 'll"herc that island, or continent, or neither, lay. 

In short, you may prepare yours~I f for something >ery elaborate, and >ery new." 2 

On 31 st July she again writes to :Jfr. Sha1pe that she believes "the little 

book is forwarded to him." 3 

Lady Sutherland continued to derive much pleasure in taking sketches 

for many years after this. In 1S24: she entertained hopes .of being able to 

I Reminiscences by Lord Ronald Gower, 
eeL 1883, vol. i. p. 70. 

l ith July 1807, Charles Kirkpatrick 

Sharpe's Correspondence, >ol. i. pp. 31S, 
310. 

3 I bid., p. 3~0. 
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aJJ to the number of her drawings of scenes in the nortl1 of Scotland. Tlt e 

illn0:0.l o[ 1::~ 1· ltu :.,l.J;t thl pr;;·,·ellb;d her goin_:; tlucre auL1 iml ulgiug in tlti s 

J•astime during the sunuuer of that year, Lut the prO"lJCCt of beiDg aLl~:: to do 

so at no dis tant date, to use her own expression, " revives me much." .:\Jean

while she ha <1 sent a sketch of Strathbogic Castle to .:\Ir. Sharpe, which she 

desi red him not to think of retnruing.1 

During the mouth of July 1S0 7 the Countess of Suthcdnml paid a Yisit 

to the .:\Iarchio11ess of S ~1.lisbury at Hatfield. The l:Jlace, from its ltistorical 

associations, had many attractions fur her. She remarks of it-" The whole 

house ltas the perfume of James the F irst, and the stables are a valua1k 

relict of Queen Elizabeth. I like those old things that Lrittg one Lack to 

where indeed one nenr was, Lut which giYe an hlea of old time:;."~ 

Lady Sutherland was int roduceJ to Lord Byron in 1 S 13, who records of 

],er in h is journal: "She is hand:;ome, and must have been beau tiful, aud her 

ru:mners are princessly." 3 On tLc occasion of the state visit to Scoth1ml iu 

1 8~2 of Ki ng George the F ourth, it was claimed Ly the countess, and 

decided by his majesty, that the right to carry the sceptre on state occasions 

belonged to the premier earl of Scotland, aud that tlte }farchioness of 

Stafford, as Countess of Sutherland in her own right, represented the premier 

carl, in accordance \rith the order of the house of lords on :21st :\[arch 1771. 

The countess petitioneJ the kiug to permit this ric;ht to Lear tl1e sceptre to 

be cxerci~cd Ly deputy, aud Lis ruajesLy therefore allowed Lord Francis 

Leveson Gower, the second son of the countess, to act as deputy for his mother. 

The part t aken by Lord Francis is thus described by him :-"I attended 

1 Charles Kirkpatrick Sharpe's Corre· 
~ rondence, vol. ii. p. :!~H. 

2 I bid. , \'ol. i. p. 320. 

3 " !11y Reminiscence.~,'' ed. 1SS3, vol. i. 

p. i S. Lord Ronald Gower says of his grand
mother: " She suutfetl! ancl it was consiJereo l 
a great fayour to La,·o a pinch of ravpee 0ut 

of her grace the Duchess Countess of Suth~r
lanJ's box." 
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at the palace of H olyroorl 011 Thursuay, the 15th day of August 1 8~ ~, at the 

head of the Sutherland highlawlers, and afterwards recei,·ed by his majesty's 

commanu the sceptre of Scotland, and bore it in his royal presence upon l1is 

receiving the aJuress from the city of Ediuburgh. I again bore it before his 

majesty 011 :J!onclay the 15th [19th] day of Augnst, when the king recei\'CLl 

t he aduresses from the church of Scotland and the universities." Lord 

F rancis was also appointed to attend his majesty from Holyroou to the 

c.astle, hut \\'US preventeu from doing so by setting out to attend his father, 

who was taken ill at Dunrobin castle, when his place was supplied by the 

H onourable .T ohn Stewart, second son to the Earl of ::\Ioray, the Earl of Errol 

acting as high constable, anu the Earl of l\Iorton having the sword of state. 

Lord Francis, in his narrative just quoted, speaks of being at the head of 

the Sutherland highlanders. These were the retainers, or, as they were 

commonly calleu, the " tail" of Lis lordship. There were especially two 

such "tails " or bands of highland retai11ers in attendance at the ceremonies, 

those of Lady Sutherland and the Earl of Breaualbane. H er ladyship's 

"tail " was described as "really magnificent, consisting of about one hundred 

of the fi nest men of he r clan." 1 "'When Lord Francis left for Dunrobin, his 

highland retainers remained beltind , and attracted much admiration from the 

spectators. By the k ing's permission Lonl Francis sailed for Dunrohin in 

one of h is majesty's steam vessels, but the illness of the Marquis of Stafford 

happily did not long give occasion for alarm, as he soon recovered. 

One of Lally Sutherland's most prominent personal fr ienLls and correspon

dents, between the years 1809 and 1826, was Sir \\'alter Scott. In one 

of his letters he acknowledges acorns sent him by her ladyship. He excuses 

himself for not plan ting them in a nursery, as Abbotsforu was at tl1 e 

time only partially in his possession , and says, " the royal cerew ony of 

I The Staffor•lsLire Advertiser, Au gust 24, 1822. 
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anointing shall not be neglected." H e afterwards reported to her ladyship 

their progrcs:;, which be appear.:; t~ La1·c "·atchcLl "·ith interest. Ou different 

occasions Sir "'alter sent copies of l1is poems to the count e.~~. and he also 

corrcspomle,l wi th her a bunt hi:; son-i n-law, who \\·as, in l 8~5, a11xious to 

obtain the shcriffship of Snthedaml. Speakiug of :\fr. Lockhart, he says, 

"Lady Sutherland \YOnld be gratified with his nefluaintance, as he is perfectly 

a geutleman, and with a. very uncommon share of talent nnrl information.'' 

I~ut on [.)tb Xovember 1 8~5, Sir \\'altL·r intimates to her l.ir. Lockhart's 

acceptance of the management of the Quarterly l~e·view, tbe appointments 

of which were about .£1500 yearly, as "-ell as securing favonraule openiugs 

for professional elllFloyment. In this letter he mentions a visit be had 

from Tom :\Ioore, the poet. There are also repeated references in Sir \\'alter's 

J ournal to Lady Snth{;lhnd, and to his visits to her. 

I n 1 S::l6 Lady Sutherlan,l and her husb:mJ, on the occa!3ion of their ...-isit to 

D unrobin, received. a piece of plate, and au address fl'Olll tl1e tenantry of the 

ten par ishes of t1e county of Sntber1and. The piece of plate, \rhich cost eight 

h undred guineas, subscribed in small sums, had the fo1lowing inscr iption:-

" This piece of plate was pre~ellteJ to the most noble George Gramille, Marquis of 

the couuty of Stai1'on l, K.U., :illll El izabeth, :'.Iarchioness of St :lffunl au,! Countess of 

SutherlanJ, on their return to Sntherlau.l, in June lS~G, by the tenautry of t he 

earhlom of Sutherbml, amountin~ to one thousand two hunlhd. and ten, iu te5timony 

of the attachment of a peuple alh-auced t o inJepcnJence, inJustry anti comfort, and 

snpport eJ amid5t the calamities which opprc~.>ell agriculture uy the wisdom, the ju~tice 

anJ the gcucrosity of their belo>eJ lauJlord.'' 

The address, which accompanieLl t he plate, after congratnlating LorJ and 

Lady Stafford on their return to Sutherland, proceeds :-

" \\'hen your ladyship succeeded to these domains, you found it without roads, 

without a regular post, without a single harbour, nearly without houses, without tralle, 

the people hou nd to intlefi nitc service, and th e rents p:-~yable beforehanrl at WhitsHu<Loy 

VOL. I. 3 R 
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and ?!Iartinwas, the fir~t half fur the crop scarcely sown, t he last half for t he crop 
:;carr-.ly ,,.,,~tlrt;•l iu !"" ·,·c::;t, f:, r l•·.•s c···nnrtcJ into money. \Ye '1\ ho are LurJ 
Staf.l'ur.l';> mal yuur ta..ly>Lip'::; t•~H.lnt.~ now find , thro' the \i·istl•)m and mngnanimity of 
your laLlyship awl yo:u illust rion-> lor,!, ro::lfls maJr>, the mail cuacL c~taLl i s!Jed, 

harbours built, tmtle 11·JW iug in upon U8, the people lorlge<l in comfort, thei r children 
cducateLI, ser-;ices aboli~hed , lea!\es cunfcrretl, an<l rents p(lstponed and abated a<::L'ur• liu;.: 
to a jtl~o anLl gcueroth .:;t:mdar.l. T!y all wLich I llt:an~, ~tiilltt!.ttit,ii u;; to swcc.-ofu l 
industry, we and ou r fam ilies are prestr \'Cf! from the calamities wldch op!'re,.; ac;rintl
tnre in eHry other part of the t<niteJ king•l•Jm. · \Vc catmot Lc \.li u,J to Lon! St:lil'•Jr·l'~ 
an,[ your laclybhip's guo>lness, which, setting your people free from so m:my di~:.< l 

m ntages, has bounf! their h>':lr ts with the ties of sincere gratituue anJ attachment, a.s n 
bumLle expression of which we rc,lur-st that yon will do u:; the honour to accept the 
piece of plate which at:r.•)ru pauies thi5 address." 1 

The addrcqs anrl names are written on funr large skins of parchme11 t. 

There are eight columns on each skin for the ten par ishes represented in the 

address, the first anll last column each contain ing t wo pari shes. There arc 

UiJWarJs of tweJye hund red signatu res of tenants appended tO the aJd ress, 

which, with the pi<:ce of plate, \\as presented at a suitable enter ta inment, 

and congratulatory s:peecl1es made. The proceedings of the tenants in this 

matter could not fail to encoumge the countess and her husband with regard 

to the estate imlJro\·ements \\'hicl1 they hatl carried out, and " ·hich ,,-ere now 

shown to be appreciated by those whom they had de;;igned t o benefi t. 

The coronation of King 1\.i ll inm the F ourth and h is consort took place 

at W estminster on 8th September 1.33 L Lord and Lady Sta£l'ord \Yere 

·p~esent at a ball in honour of the occasion, given by the king in t he evening. 

At the ball Lady H arriet Go..,-er sa t next Lady Stafford, and Lord Byron 

between Lord Gower and LorJ Sta£ford.2 

The year followiug, Lally Stafford and her husband, notwithstanding 

I Address in Sutherland Charter-chest. 
~ Stafford H onse Letter.!, erlited by Lord Ronald Gower, p. 165. 
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hi:J delicate health, resolveLl to spenu the summer at Dunrobin. As he was 

unable to tnl.\'el any other way, they ch artered a steam vessel, and sa iled on 

the 30th of Jun e, resoh ·ing to remain at Dnmobiu till SeptemLcr. Lady 

StafforJ \>rite::; to 1\Ir. Sharpe, "I am glad to go on any terms, though I 

regret the loss of the lnnJ j ourney, aml of being a few days in Edinlmrgb, 

which I should haYe likecl, but williu~ly submi t to the pri%tion, iu order to 

get to D unrobin." 1 ~Ir. Sharpe, writing to a ln.dy in August, says-

"Lady Stailonl hatl an alarming adventure on her landing : immediately after her 
leaving the steam ve:;scl, twu peo1•le in it tli~ tl of cholera; but though she had a grea t 

train of servants, nothing fa tal has taken place at Dunrobiu-a great ruiraclc aw] mercy, 
doubtless, though I st ill have my own fears, which I diu not choose to exr •r~ss to Lcr 

fricutls when here." 2 

The fears of 1Ir. Sharpe v;ere happily not realised. 

The high clwracter and position helL! by the ::\Iarquis of Staffonl leu King 

W illiam the Fourth to mise his lordship to the rank of a duke in January 

1833. The king conferred tbe new honour in the most gracious maur1 er, and 

his majesty's prime minister, Earl Grey, a.nnouncecl it with the gre::t test 

pleasure. The latter asked Lord Stafford the title \Vl1ich he migl1t ·wish to 

take. To this request his lordship at once replied:· "If I rua.y be allo\YCll 

to take the ti t le of Sutherland, I should prefe r it to any other, on account of 

my possessing much more extent of property there than elsewhere." 3 The 

title of Duke of Sutherland afforded general satisfaction, and many he::t rty 

congratulations were ofl'cred to the Lluke and duchess. The following is the 

official announcement of the creation which appeared in the Loudon and 

Edinburgh Gazettes of 15th and 18th January 1833 respectively:-

1 Ch:lrles Kirkp:ltrick Sh:lrpe's Correspoudenca, vol. ii. pp. 460, 461. 
2 I birl. p. 463. 3 Correspondence a t Dttnrobin. 
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"Whitch~ll, .Janmry 1-l, 1 8~:1.-The king has been plen..<;cu to direct lell••rs 
p:.tcut to Lc J'<hcieJ llllllcr tLe G r.::at S.::al, f•Jr granting the diguity of Duke of the 
Un ited Kingdom of Gr.::~. t. nritain. anJ Ire:land nnto George Granville, :\lantu•·"' ,,f 
Sta£l'ord, K:ti,;ht of the :Jiost ~ ul,]e Or•lt'r of the Garter, aucl the hrir.Hnal~ of hi:i 
body, lawfully begotten, l·y the n:~.me, stile, anrl title of Duke of ~ntherbml iu that 

part of the said l~nite tl Kin~tlom called Srotlanrl. " 

The Duke anJ Duchess of Sutherland :\gain resolved to Sl•~:nd the Sl!lll

mer of tl 1is yeitr, 18:3 3, ~t Dunrebin, whither they went. Upon t l1ei r arrival 

the burgh of Tain presented an address to the duke congratulating him ancl 

the duchess on the honour so recently accorded them. The address i'l iu th 

name of the provost, magi::,trates, and town-council of the burgh, aml of the 

heritors, householLlers, and other inhabitants. It refers to the duke's being 

pleased to consider the burgh 'I)Orthy of his re~ard by haviug lately wad e an 

exten.s iYe acqu i,;itiou of pro1'c rty v.-i thin ils precincts, an eveut .... l tich they 

considered promised well for the futu re of the community, as, when they 

contcmpbted the improvemP.nts ... -hich had taken p1ace in the county of 

Sutherland, they deemed it impossible to doubt that the burgh of Tain v;oulJ 

eventnal1y participate in the advantages which must necessarily flo'\) from 

the exercise of so beneficent an influence similarly applied to property 

situated 'l"l'ithin i ts royalty. The address concludes with the prayer that the 

duke aud duchess might continue to enjoy their distinguished rank. 1 

So far as the Duke of Sutherbnd ... -:-,s concerned the desire just alludctl to 

was not to be fulfilled. H is grace died at Duurol.Jin on 19th Jnly 1833, 

and \yas bnrieLl in Dornoch Cathedral. The number of persons gathered to 

witness or take part in the fun eral was estimated at upwards of ten t housand. 

E very honour was paid consi5tent with that absence of pomp· anll pageantr:· 

which his grace bad e.xpres5ly desired. 

1 Original address in Sutherland Charter-chest. 
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The death of the •luke was a severe all1ictiou to the duclt.-:ss countess, as 

they haLl Leen parb1ers in lifo f, -, r the long peri oLl of forty-eight ycars

altu o3t h 'tl f-a-century. A letter from her danght ~.: r-in-law, the ::\larchioncss 

of Stafford, written to the uuchess after th e event, is expressive of the tender 

sympathy which was felt for her grace :-

"Ilowrver prepnreJ, th e !':hock nnJ emotion that your dear an•! >nlued ldter cau3ed 

has been very great. I lo11g to hear that yl)ur health has not sutr~reJ from the 

exertions that arc ma•le while l i f~ lasts, and by the misery that de~tth mu5t cause. :\Iy 

dear~st du chess, it is comfortin:; to think that l1 e dicu in your arms, aml that the 

struggling ~pirit is at peace. I il:"t>e eoJ,ied your letter f•)r E lizaheth, for I cnuhl not 

part with it ; allll I have wri tten to Francis. Got! bless you, dearest. I regret very 

deeply that George and Ch:~rlotte eon!J not be with you at such a t ime." I 

Other family letters rcb.tiug to the bereavement arc printed in the Stafford 

Tiouse Letters, and nee<.! not be <]_noted here. The pco1•le of Tain agreed to 

the cessation of all business in the burgh on the Jay of the funeral Ly shut

ting t heir !'hops nnd puulic offices between the hours of oue and three 

o'clock, the time wheu tLe remains of the duke were conveyed to Dornoch 

Catheural, nud there consigned to t he tomb. A minute of agreement to this 

eiTect, bearing forty-four signatures, aud dated 30th July 1833, is in the 

Sutherland repositories. The Juchcss, before her death, desired her son, the 

second Duke of Suthcrla.nd, to erect a statue of h is fat l1 er in the choir of 

Dornoch Cathedral. This he afterwards carried out.2 

Upon the death of the Duke of Suthcrlnud, George Granville, his eldest 

1 Staffvrol House Letters, I'· I'; S. 
~ On the pedestal of the statue is in

scribed th e following-" This sta tue was 
erected by George Granville SutherbuJ 
Leveson Gower, second Duke of Sutherland, 
K.G., in pious recollection of his father' s 
memory, and in fulfilment of his mothe r's 
wisbea, to George Granville Leveson Gower, 

first D uke of Suthl'rbnd, K. G., who was 
born in Londo n, IX January )liJCCLnll , 

and who died at Du nrohi n XIX July 
)IDCCt:XXX:lli, amidst the uni>-ersal grief of 
his ~cottish ancl English t enantry, who h:we 
t e~tified thei r attachment to him by the 
erection of rnonumenta to his memo ry in the 
counties of Stafford, Salop, and Sntherbn<l." 
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SOI!, succcedt:d him in his ti tle aucl estates as second D uke of Sutherlarul. 

TLc duclH~:;s couult:ss, lwwt-ver, L~.;ides retaining her own estates in Suther

land, haLl also the liferc!Lt of the v.·hole of the estatc.3 in Scotland l•Uichasecl by 

the duke, her husband. \\'hen her son, the Duke of Suthcrlanu, aml his sister, 

Lady Charlotte, arrived in the north afte r the decease of their father, th <.:y 

perwaded the Juchcs.:; coun tess to continue at Duurouin during the sum wer 

instead of leaving it with the intention of re~urning in the autumn. The 

duke was aule to report that she was as " ell a~ he coulJ expect, Lut 

that the shock hml affected her very much. The kinrl feeli ng and excellent 

conduct of the people on her estates haJ a great effect in soothing 

her affiiction. The duke ackno\\·leLlged that their sympathy had been very 

remarkn.Llc.l At the close of the year h er grace was at Trentham for se\·eral 

weeks, and aftenvards at London. Soon after this she took for her LonJ.on 

resiJence a mansion in liarnil tou I'Iace, v.-here she continued to resiJ.e, when in 

London, until her J cath. The yea r after her husband's demise she intimated 

her purpose to restore the west aisle in Dornoch Cathedral which had Leen 

long in ruins, and to make it ~erviceaule for public worsbip.2 She also 

unrlertook to repair the other aisles of the cathedral in wl1ich the poor were 

to be provided with free sitti11gs. The wl10le •.rork was to be procecued with 

in the spring of 1835.3 

The duchess countess had great comfort and happiuess in her family, 

whom she saw ·w ell scttlcJ in the wvl'IJ, aud uel\Yeen \Yhom and herself 

there was much affection. She sun-iYeJ her husuand six years, and died, 

after a brief illness, at H amilton I'Iace, on the enning of Tuesday, !? Dt ll 

1 Charles Kirkpatrick ~harpe's Corre
spondence, vaL ii. p. 41)4. 

~ On a siaL in the nave t here is the in
scription-" This antient cathedral hanng 
fallen into decay and ruin, wJ.s re-edi5cd, 

decorated and rest ored to reiigious service by 
Elizabeth, Duchess and Cou ntess of :'utbcr
land, in the year :UDCC'C'XXXV, VI a nd \'II. 

The Lord is in His holy t em ple.-PS.\Dt XL. " 

3 ~ew St:J.tistica.!Account, vol. xv.p.l3n ot'!. 
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J an nary l 83~, in the st.!veuty-fonrth )"L'a r of her age. H er son, the Duke of 

SutherbuJ, who, with hi .~ wif..:, wa.:; at the time at n ome, was apprised 

of her illness by her:;elf au.! hy ~Ir. Lo..:h. ..Aft er her dea th, Lady Charlotte, 

Duchess of X orfolk, wrote to her brother, the Duke of SutherLtn .. l, aud her 

lelter discloses somewh at of tbe pri\'ate life and character of the duchess 

conutess, an d the affection for her which pre,·ailecl in her family:-

")[y DE .. \R GEORG E,-1 open thi> to say Sllmething from myself which I am sure 
will be a ' ery consolatory accomp:mimcnt to wLat you will ht>ar from )fr. Loch, for I 
doubt not you will feel or thi nk, as [ do at tl tis moment, that one shoultl have uoue 
more if one had it to do age~iu.. I snppo~e crcryuody feels so \\hen they lose a dear 
relation .. Site expres;;d but the other liay tv her maid (h:t'ling her~e lf from the 
be~inning ocliend thi~ to Le her la.:,t ill ucss) how fortunate she w~~s and happy in her 
children Leing all good :uul atlectionate ; and to :lfr. Loch at Dnnrobin, how glad she 
felt it was to go to one after her who she was in erery way ~o pleascJ with, a11d who 
would olo it justice. She sai<l tv me the eveuing I arrir e, l, befor e the wandering came 
on, that she thought she wonld not rcco>er, th:lt it was nry well that it should Lc so, 
fur she had ha· l a lou;; spell of life, :!:1d w:1s pe::fectly ready tv go ; that sLe left Lcr 
family all iu Lest pos:;ible cou,Jitiou, an ,.J all fri enJs wi th no chance of th eir being 
otherwise. A more entirely ea..>y, pladu, cont<:ntc•l aud serene b~t illues3 never can 
have bee n. The beauty of her character ha..> shone conspicuow;ly in it-ne\•er one 
word of complaint, or impatience, out as long n.s the power of speech remained always 
something considerate awl kinJ to ::;ay to eve rybody that came near, and always the 
ruost gracious plea~ing way with regan! to erery thing that was done for her. It is 
e\-idcut, as Lady Clarendon observed t•J rue, how bclowd she is by her servants of 
ev~ry d•'grce. The qu een bas been very kiB•l in sending to enquire." 1 

The duchess countess having cxpresseJ a desire that she might be buriecl 

in the samA vaul t with her husband and a long line of ancestors, her remains 

were removed from H amilton Place on SaturJay morning, ~th February, aml 

conveyed by steamer to X ucrdeen, where, on thei r arrival on ::\rouday the 

llth, in the morning, amidst the tolling of the church bells, they were placeJ 

1 The Stafford H Quse Letters, p. ~49. 
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in a hearse drawn by ~ix horsE:s and brought to Dvruoch Cathedra l, iu the 

choir of whieh they \Vere inte~red. 1 A mural taulct, subsccru.:ntly placeJ 

there, bears an i11scription which narrates the chief events of her life, anrl 

concludes with the wonls-

"Eminent in the exercise of a strong intelligtnce, and excelling in \"ari.ms 

accomplishrnent5, she cnj •)yecl, through a long life of energy aiHI us, .fnlnc~~, the 
admiration and lo\·c of l1er family and frie nds. She died in Londou, XX IX J .mt::u-y 

:~mcccxxxrx, having on her dl'atL-betl Jc5ired that her rcmaii1S migLt rc;;t Ly tLc .-iJe 
of her bu~band in tLe cat!Jcc1ral churrh of Dornuch, the burial-ulare of Lcr an cc~torri." 

Of the marriage of Elizabeth, Duchess Countess of Sutherland, and George 

Granville Le,·eson Gower, first Duke of Sutherlaml, there were, besides tlnce 

sons, w!IO died youug, four sun·i,·ing childreu, t"IYO sons and two daughters. 

These, with their descendants, arc giveH in the tabulated genealogy. 

1 The Edinburgh E1·enin.s Courant, Febru:uy 7, I 8~9 ; The Cal~tlo!liaa ~Icrcury, Ecli n
burgh, February Ll, 1S3!J. 
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GEXEALOGY OF TflE r .. UHLY OF Sl.-'fJ-IEitLAXD, 

I~AT!.LS AXD Dl:KES OF S"GTIIEnL.AXD. 

I. Ff:ESKI..'\, B-~.nu:s OF SnuTnnnnco: h w~-t L•d''""· ~n.1 oi D!:FFt'5 in )!oray, unde r King Da,irl th~ Fir,t, 
112-1-115:3. lle•ll <•l t-d.,rc Jill, leaving issue thre~ sons. 

I 
II. Hl'G II Fr: E~KJ:'> , ~.-ho l'>itnes<e•1 char!••r; 

in 'the reigu of Kin_z 'rill ianl tlJt? Li·m l't.·:··;t·"-":~ 
ll ~-1 and 1211. ll e oLta:u.·•l ti.c [.::hl; d 
Sutherbnd, an•l rr~ntt.~·l tilt· htlll-; uf ~~di."> 
t •> Gilbert J,, ~1-J i·.l\·h, :m·l l·le,.con of ~[,cr.Iy, 
afterwards bi -hop of Cattl:IJes>. He Ul•··l 
about 1:!14, auJ was succeed•J Ly hi-; s.,n, 

I 

I 
I 

,\-rLLL\~1 Fnf>Kt'l, ance,tor of the fandlies of 
:·h ro. y of flatl"us, r·~ay. Bvthw~ll . au•l 
ott;.,:-,;, Ire tce""·"d I rom Kino:: Willia1.1 tl,e 
1.. '"a cb~tt•·r uf th bnd< ol~" :-,:rabrn-·k, 
l' •t!!'1.~ . l :, ... :f~, l!1 chikd, )lalh:tr, and Kin· 
tr:.i. \l hi,:b ld-> f:tthcr Fn ~l~in l'').'):)I!SSet l in 
tbe t1n,e of Kin;: Da,·id, grandfath<r of the 
gr~nter, " llC)-11 j l. 

I 

I 
A:snnFw Fr.EsKr~·. 

v. i:n·:::.s to n char
ter h.v Li' hrtJtl.l·r 
H •t~li, 1::•JJ-1~H. 

II!. W I LLL\:\1 , LORD A:.."D FCI:>r F..\T~L Of :;l"Tl!F.f:L.\~D. H e conflrme•1 the ;;r~nt !-.y Ids f~ther of the ian•ls 
of Skclbo. I> a< crc~'e•l J.:nl of :-;u:h<ri.~~ ;, f,,. 1-\::.; .-\Jcx.tL !tr the Sccund, c:rcct 1 ~35, and, dyin.; in 1:248, wa. 
buried in fl ornoch L'~theJral. llc \1:1.! S\IC~e"d,·d l·y his son, 

I 
!Y. WILLI A~L sEr:o:sn L \1tL OF SGT!l F.F.L.\:\ l>. On :2:2! S~ptember 1~15 he m~de au :t-:(recn,ent with Archibal·l, 

bi;hop of Catthuess, iu whi ch rdcr•·t:··~ i• '''·· !e t.:> C0ntror<r>it3 bctiH•·n !.; i;hop Gti 0E:rt ano1 hi> I.J!htr. lie 
w:1.~ 1•re~cnt ::~.mr·n~ the u1blcs r~.t :-:i ·.:•n• in L "'4. whtn tht: r1 ·~t:.·ti ·n r f ~he s ll,.'('t?:':"-ic•n t.:• t~1e Crown was stttlcd, 
and a{ ... o took part iu th~ c0nventit•n ~t D:r·.: ~.\~n, ir~ 1 ~:-~n. wh~r~ the warri!'!~e of )l;.u·t!l r~t, tlte ~[3id of :\'orway, 
and E·lward, l'ri nce of W ale;:, 'u' arr,c.;<•l. lie t•.>·)k t he oatb or allegiance to EJ11ar•l the Ftrst in 1:2~ &. 
:md died .a.oout l ;JOi. li e v:a> suc•:ced-.d ly h:; tl,:e,t son , 

I 
I I 

, . __ 1. W1LLLDI, mc:::n f..\P.L OF !'-!T''fi!D~L\~fl. "'!'" Y.-~. KE~~ETII. r-orRTH E.\RL OF SrTHERL.-\~0. 
j oine•l Broce sn•l fou;ht at B~un-•ckl.-,1 ra m 1314. lie l!e m:mi • .-<1 La•l ,- ~l :.ry )l.tr, Jau,ltter Gi Don:tld, tenth 
~dbib ited his se~l to the letter of iuolc;>cD·l·::l'" Sell! to' r:arl or ~lar, ~11'1 """' ktlled at the Lattie of H alidou 
the POJ•< in ~ ~~0, ano1 <lying- in or abo~:t J;J:!; W.l.S Ih!l 011 2uth July 13J3. H~ had issue two sons ~nd 
bnrie•l at D·nnoch. lie wa; suc~eeoled Ly ht; hr•Jth<r. n olJ.u:;hter. I 

I 
VI. WILLL\~1 . nrTn E.\T\L OF >:T'TII EP.L.\ :\D. li e took p~rt 111 the 

war with Eu~J.::m•l in 1:;10. In l :J-1:3 he t:u:-r .-:·1 the Priuc•:~-; .\f:u;.ud, 
e1J est dan~hier of l~in~ ltohert the l!ru.::e l·y lns ~t. ... ·on•l "1!~· . Eliz:tbt=th 

~:e~~~g~;:~~~~tl:,~~·~~-~~~~~~~:11;,~~ii~~~~~ ~~~~~:~: -~:~<~:~ ~~~i~~:'r:·:,·o~~};.~ 
on 10tb :-;' oveml><r 13-15. u~ was much en.:.J.:e·l io t he ~e"• • tiati•Jns tor 
t he ransom of K in:: f> :~.Yid, an• I hi> el.te,t , .• ;1 w~• one oi ihc J.o,ta::es. 
During this P.eriotl the earl was •idaine•l f . r ,<,·<ral y<ars in En;land. 
H e recein<1 sewrall'f:ttJts of lands frL'nl h1• r•' Y·•I brotber-m-law. The 
Princess )lar~ard ha,·inc; d~c·J bdore 1 3~~, l:e r:nrrie•l, secon•Ur, 
J oanna :llent~ith , Connle>s of Strathern. li e ilied lll 13; 0, lie had 
t hree sons. I 

I 

I 
X tCf!OL\S St;TH F. R

L.\:>D, auceotor o f 
the faruily o f 
Sutherland o f 
ll~lfu ... &·esepa 4 

rate I ;encalogy. 

I 
Et: S TA CBL~. who 

m::n ied Uilbert. 
el.le.,t son of 
l:eginn1d :lloray 
of CulLin, au·l 
had issue. 

I 
Jou~. who w~s ~ hostage 

for his uncle, K ing D~nd 
t he Second, ~nd •lied of 
t he pestilence at Lincol n 
in the end of 1361, Wlth
out i.3::,ue. 

VII. RO BF.r:T, SIXTH EARL OF :-il.,'Tf! E!:LA:-;' D. In 133~, in h1~ 
own connt,· of :-'>lt herhn•l he [,a,[ mu··h li.;htin;- with the )lack~ys. 
H e t ook t he J·Llce vf the eldest s011 of tl,e I::arl of ~brch in 14~1 as 
a hosta~e f•.•r b:lll; .r~me.• tl.e FJr,t. H e n.orrie<l I.a•lv ~hn:~ret 
Stcwar: , d:mghtt:r o f .\.~t:l. .m~! er, l:.ul nf Huch3n, :Lnll ba•l.three ;ons. 
lie died at D u!livb,n lD I JL!, nud was bune•1 in tLe chnr~h of Dornoch. 

I 
KE:<:SST II 

St:THEI{LA:<D, 
3T1Ct::.-tor of 

the f~mily ot 
SutherlanJ d 

Forse, 
I 
a 
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VI!!. JOJI::i" , SE'E);Tl! 1 ~.\P.J. OF SUTHF.P.T1.-\~\D, "hn succe~•le!l iu 1~12. He married P.onERT~~Till:f"l.\)0~• 
)l ar0a ret, <l HI:>I•t"r of :;~r Willi:un U:u!lie of Lnmin:!ton . nut! they ha.! a charter of the 
lands of Cr •• k:d~ :tJHl o:lters "ll ::>~lib .\;.ril H:ol. !1: l4:iu hP resi!:nt•J t be eall•luru io ALEXA:>lJFr. St:::. 1 .. 
fa.-our of hi s ~.1n J )hn, an•! <lying iu E ti\J v.-~; burie•l at Gobpie. Il~ was survivc,lliy bi~ u:ou. 
conntess till I 500. Th<·y b.J.d i;suc. I 

I I I I 
ALEX.\lillER, ::lb>t~ r of Suther

lanrl., who w 1s wttn~: .... s to a 
ch.1rter at hv~rnc;,; 0n ] lith 
OctolJer 14-ll, lint di ed be
fore 1456, v.]J., 3.p. 

IX. JOII~. Eicnm E.-I.P.L OF Sl:TIJ ER- KicHilUS ~cnm:r.-
I j 

l. .,n r Jr.,:-:. 

I 

1. .\;:\D, \•.ho su•·•·e,·rle• l his fath er in I J•j <J. LA:>D, 
Ih· l.t .. l,.L!Ite f:ttuou.:; in 1191, an,J snr-rivc~l un- L.wr ~rr ·H!H. 
til '5•JS. lie left 3 wiJ•l\'T, who<e C!tri:>ti:m T H n >I A~ n [' G 
name was Catbe:·iue. H e b~·l is;ue. St::TU~RU:<D. 

I ,. . ................ . 

X.-2. EL!Z .\BETFT, COL':\TC.'\S OF Sl' THEP.L.\....'\D, who >ur.
cee-Je,J to the e::rhlrm1 on the Jeath •Jt' her l.•rother Jr,hn. Prir. r 
t 9 th:rt ,be n ·anicol A·l:•ru Uordon, serollll >on of Geor:;e. Ea.-! 
of H untly, "hn t•,.Jk the cottrte.-y u:le of Earl of ii.ttlrcrla::d. 
On DtlJ ~ 11v,·m h-?r };,:?;- sl1e, wi th hi.;; cun~er1t, rc:--i;_;u~'l the 
earlrlv l-1 in f:tvour of t h•ir ~l·le>t sron Al•x:LUJt:r. :-'he olie· l in 

ALEX.\::r:f ti ~··Till!: 
L\:-:n, wL,-... t'll~ ·• 1 
the t:ar! knr wt:r. 
.;:;hter,al ol \\,t., l..tiJt 1 
ahout l;i~ i). 

X .-1. JOH~, :>t:>Til EA!tL 
OF SUTIIEP.LA:\D, 
who was S!.!Tlerl l11~ir t r) 

his father on :?~!r. Ju1y 
150\l. He a).'O l.oc·cam e 
fatuous, anti tli tt l in 
1514, s.p. :->-'J•tenrber 1D=i.) at .·H-oyt•e, :;.n,J was hmie• l there. Her bus- GF.ORGESl'THERLA:"<l.l. 

ban•! survive•! until l~ th )larch 15;;;.s. Tbcy bud isoue. 
I 

I I I I II I I 
J on~ G ormo~, who bad the lan•Ls of Tilli- L.tnY BE.l.TRIX Goi:no:<, " ho XI. ALEXA:'\DER, ~ L\'iTET:. OF 

St'THERLA):D, ":Oo, on hi> 
mot h-.:r's ft'..,ignation, v:a"l. infl!ft 
in the P:lrltlcrn of ~n~ht.·rbn'l on 
2t)t:.t Decewli~r 15::!;, liut pre
J ecea,etl her at Duar, bin on 15th 
Jannnrv 1 ~29-30. lie married 
Lady -J anet ::;tewart, l·),Jc>t 
daughter of J .>hn, Earl of 
Athole, wh o, s.:n·iv in:; him, was 
snlisequently four ttnte' married. 
By her be bad ;,sue. 

cbaolcl i ~. He btl issne one •b>!~hter, ·,·;ho ruarrie· l the l:tirtl off :onua• ~ 
married Ge ot ,;e Gordon of Cocbr::ich1e. 

;\ln. .-\.DA:.r Gni;D•1:> , r esi<1ent at F~rrar in 
Alin~-ne, ard killeJ :lt PiLkie ou ] (:tlt Sep
te:z11Ler 15-4:7, s.p. 

L \DI ELEa~OR, wl.o mar:r .. l. 
tlr:-.t, Gord on of Ti1hwhowd· ··: 
nud , se<"O:J.•Jly, Gc01 ~e Uur,; .... u 
<.{ C'r:1. ig. 

Gn.sr:RT C•)r.D•J:"< of r.artav. Ile m~r:irtl!~.l
bel Sinclair, •hu;ltter of the bird of Dun
lieath, nn·l had ;,,ue. 

L.\DY -, who mar.ieJ t],, 
l.1ird of Ltyes and !3irke:~roo-~. 

I 

Adam and Gilhert Gor·lon, howe.-er, thoul!b 
sons of Earl .\ dam, are not pro>ed t o l•e the 
children of Cowtte;;s ElizaLeth. 

L.\DY ELI7.aBETII, wl:o rr.ar:-ic•l 
the laird of Lethiutie. 

I 
Xl I. JOil~ . TE:> IH EAF..L OF St;THET:L.-\:\fl. call• d the "Gt>oJD E .\r.L 
Jua~. " lle- wa:~ b\_'rll abllUt l .):.!.J, 'llt:ct:.:·i~d bb ~r:~n.imf)ther iu 1.):15. anJ was 
>erved heir to his f.ttiter on Uth ~!J.y I ~4ti. liciu:t iJ,fcfo iu the t~rl·lom 0:1. 

7th June foil wi11~. rr~ marrictl, trcst, Lady ]-; t~:tbeth Carnpbcl l, only 
•laughter of Colin, third E.ul of Ar:;yll, anti relict of Janres, Earl of )( or.1y, 
an<l received a Crown charter of the e:-rr!tlom of Sutherlaad tv hin.,elf and 
conntess. He w:-rs lieuten:-rut of ~l or.1y in 1547 S. He aceomp:wie•i the 
'llteen-re;:ent to Frauce in 1550, and wa< tbere tle~nrate•l with the nr<ler of 
St. )! ichael. He j oinetl the Rdorruer, iu 15;·~'. Ft>r taking rart in Hun tl y's 
rebellion in 151)2 be was f•Jr fcit•·•l, :uul went to Fland.trs , l!Ut retnrue•l in 
1565, nn•i was r estnretl. ll is tir;t wife Jyin~ without issue b e nt:-rrrie•l. 
sP.condly, Uel~u ~tewart, dan~htel' of J olm, Earl of Lcn no:t, nn•l witlow of 
W illiam, si ~th Earl of 1-:rrol. She die•l tlnrin;: his exile, an,! Ire m:-rrried , 
thirdly, ~!arion. dJe;t •bn~hter ot Geor ~e, foJnrtb Lnnl tict •;n, ami widow of 
J ohn, fonrtb Earl of ::llenteith, who with the earl peri.,!Jc,) by poison :.t the 
bands of I sabel Sincbir, his uucle's wi fe, in July ~~~ i. By his secon·l wife 
oul y be ba•l issue. I 

b 

I I 
ALE.'U ... YDrn Go a
no~. who. ''n 
:!;th ::lby 154i, 
o btnined a char
fer of the lan•h 
of Kintessok, 
in El~iusbire. 
H erlie•l throu!!h 
a f:.ll from liis 
horse at El::;in 
iu 1552. 

WILL!.U! GOR· 
DO:'i. 

I 
L.\DY J.>.:>U. "l. •o 

w :urit·ll ::;.lrl':t~ 
r i<:~ Vnn bar ,,f 
lllUlnooo:k ~1.-\ 
W e s t fie 1 d. 
sherill of ~! •' · 
ra~·.:t. p:tp!ll d ... 
p c·n:-atl •n l,·lll~ 
olJt:lincd li r 
t h:-rt oi•J,ct '" 
1&3i. 

L\DY P.F: .\ Thl~. 
who marrat"r! 
"-'ll lbm :--:n
clair c·f l> ur.
be!ltb. 





EARL S .IXD DCKES OF S~711ERL.L\'D. 501 

I I I 1-I~:.~;~~;;).'OE!C FHI');rTTIEH:L OF Rl'Tfii :nL.\~ 0. lie L 1 DY ~1.\Rr..\HET, wlro eli.,, ] unnllrricd. 
j ~,.,u, ;;;, w . ~ ..; Lull• ;H t l .ut,a\~~~)' w l, . .'d. ! h.· :-.u~,.·,·t:t:dt.:\lld;, r.~lliL'I' 1111507, 

'' bo ~Ee ·l w hil~ yet:\ mintu·. II i" \\:tr•l :11.1 u.:1n·.-: .. .:c Wt..'re gi .. t.:n. t l1 U•:~>r~e, 
iu Earl of ('aithiL·•-.~:;:, w1to Tn..trfll'•l luua tu lli..; d:u:;;l1t~·r , Lady Bar-

i:t [J.n cy . b:lr .. ~ o::>lU•"'b~r; 1•\lt ln: oht!llh··l :1. •l!\ .. :c who·It b.! C'.ll'1e nf :1';<'. 
li e w:~.i s~rveu l• elr t·• hi, f1ther ar.•l iufeft iu the e~rl·iom of 
Sutht.: rlan,lln Ju1~· 157:J, ::LH•l tn l:•' •J h,.. rc ~i.!'l l t' 'l tt fPI' a ft':.,!'r:mt 
in favour of hi:1 rl•!~,; ... t son. t rc 1.:~n lt:•l, on ) .;~It I 'u:ctnbcr l:il3, 
at Strathbo,..:ie, La•ly .J:'\ne Uoa ~l Hl. d~u....:lit t" r t) f t : ~·n r)!e , fvurlh 
E~r! of H untly , nnd thee!l\·,,r····l wrfe 0 \,larn•.<, l·:.,rJ vt J:,thwdl. 
Br her th~ E.1rl },.1'1 i•su~ Ul'e ''"" ""'! two d.,~;.;~rt•·r.,, an.J clrcJ 
at Dunrohin on t:th I h••' t•t~:i• ·r lf..'l, ::-111 \In~. I l,v llt'i C'ountc.-..-;, 
who marrieu A lcxanuer l•,;.ll'i< c• l J:oyr.e, au• I li v e~ I t ill Jrj~~ -

L .11J Y JA:>F.T, \\ho nr~ni,,d, ti:,t, 
Alexautlt:r )JJI I •~ '> uf luncs, witlnJ·It 
i :is11e. He tired itt };,;~;, :tnc l ... ~~~ 
a ftcrw:l.l'• ls 11. ·\rrietl 'fl t• Hua:;f ~ ell·!.~ on. 
S<•U of (;c•)r~e. l::trl ot II untly. ~h 
die•l in .Jauuary ~~~I. 

L tttiY ELE.\)IJR, wlto wa.:; contr:l• tt'•l 
to !;oi•el t ~I·Juro of Fouh•, r.u : 
<ii~·I the tbv hefc,:e that h.1.ed lor 
her ruarri:.t.;~, 15 ~9. 

1 

I It I I 
XI\' . JOII:'< , T IVF.T.FTU E.\ RL OF Sl'T l! Ei:L \.~0, 

horn ~·tth J nly l ::.~t). lie rccPi\'t.:tl :l L~l ~rter uf t!II! 
earhl•.'lm of S uth~rl:Lllll iu 1::~~1, n.n,_.i :-Un.:t:t .it-.} b1s l.~tl:tr 
in 159!. In lGJ l be oht.linc~l :1. :tcw t·rt: t..: •:on 11f the 
e·lrl•low in wh ich ro.·c~nt!y n·~•jUin••l hn·l.; 11err a·l•lc•! , 
:m• l t he who!~ ent:<tl•:rl tu a sene' 01 he·n '· I !u ,;oth 
S,· p cflHho r he h ~t! a charter of G:~uldwdl nn•l uth.-r 
l. r n· ~ . witi1 the otlke of bailie of the h" lrupri.; of 
Cai thll eS:-.. Il t! n,3.l'l'lt:J , in Ft!hru;Lry l1V•n, .\ .:1: .... (or 
A nne), P:d.-•t cla u;;bter or AleX:'.l ll lcr, fc.-nrth f.•>rd 
Llphnt~tonl;l. wlJ<, saro.;ivL J hi1u until 1 't~ :--:,,.I·tr:n!,Lr 
]rj l7. H e dierl nt Doruoch ou l ith :jcj•klu~c r J!)l:i. 

Jl o:>. AL EX.I:<L•En U ORDl>:S, 
who u ieJ yon no;. 

ll co);. .\ D.\l! G O!<DO:S, who 
(l ~~;:c l young. 

l lo:>. :::;w r.onERT Goi:Do:> of 
Conlon'itou, :luce:-5t(Jr of the 
f. rwill· of Gnrel•m,ton. .".. e 
tocpar~tc Li':!u~:tlo!!y. 

H e h3d issue. I 

H e):<. :::;rn \ TYX.\'>'Dt:ll Gonno:s 
uf ~ J l' iol:dc. !-'or ht> tssne , 
""" l'l'· ~ r.J i, :!O:l. 

I I I 
F!os . 

P .> TIUCK, 
)laste r of 

S uther
land, 

llo::i. 
.-\f. EX· 

A.'<;DER1 

Ho~. 
f:OBE RT 1 

- who 
all <lied 
young. 

I 

I 
XV. JO FI :'{, Tlll inEE:\TH L \ f: L OF S l .. [IIJ :r:. 

L.-L'\"0 , b.m, on Hh :·l~r··h 1&<·~. He w~s 
rctour~·1 tr·ir to Lt.,. f.~t~lt·r on ~· l .1 nnc }•j}ri, 
r er::eiv~·J a re~r.1nt of the ~.lrl·l·J:U ot' ~ uth~rbn· l 
on 4th Septeml·~r }t;:Jl, alt l h.t •l th~? 5il~nff .. lli p 
of Sut herlau• l coufirme• l to lwn !.y l'arJr,ln .. ·n t 
in l tJ1:j. He I•>•Jk p .1rt with t'r·· 1 '•JYrnant•:r-; 
iu l o~.). I n !til~ he w" ~f'["JIII:c•l hq•~r oi 
t he v r il'y s.:al. I u J•;•)~ L·· '"'';uc•l the e:~rl
dom f.:ll· a re~rant tn Ius el•h 't " n. li e nur
rieJ, fi r; t , ot; l ith Fel.runry ] •;:~ :?. L:toi)" Je:tn 
DrummorHI, 011ly •Lm ..; •t··r e>f .h::.e<, tir<t l·:a rl 
of Pert!,, who rlid :o.t bliu Lm ~h <>ll :.': rth lJe 
cemb<:r 1037; awl, s~ ~u ndly, l•h :::ttlt .J.\ Jl U1ry 
Jti:39, A nne, el<le> t rl nn·:ht•·r of !l u~h. c•io:h th 
Lon! Lovat. He •li e,! in Jo; 0, hnl'rn\! h:1u ,:,,ne 
by his tirs twi fe only , thr~e sor.; nurl a J:.u.;!. te r. 

I 
I 

I I 
I! (l:s AD.L\1 Gunou:-;, torn 

l ti l 3. He W;h n ltcu
tcuaut -•. 1Jvn?-l in the 
s \\ t; t}igh arrny. :mti was 
kilbl a t ~ onllin;;eu in 
l tiJ l. 

Il us. l ;r•Jl\GE Gonn0:s, 
born JGJ<j, H~ "'"' " 
h cntc·n:.ut-colonel in th~ 
~ .~ot ~ :tna·; 111 l rdan1l, 
wht·rt· ln: i1t·Lrr1ul L:11iy 
l!.)-.f' ~r ,. i ''"ll'll, ,bn;dt· 
t cr of 1: ... 1~1, nr.t J::arl 
of A u: riw , :lD<l ha·l a 
son, t.; corc;e. 

I I 
LI DY JE.t:S, l oom ht O·.'t•l· 

her 15i 4. :-:J,e runrriecl, 
in Dt'cenobr:r l.jS8, 
H ugh ;llad.ay of Farr. 
:mJ die•i on ~' ·th Fcb
rn~ry ltil5, lea' ·•'<,; i.>sue. 

LA JJY \! An Y. born I !th 
Au~n.:t 15')2. ::>h~ m:tr
rie•l D3Vi<l l :os;; of B;ll· 
n3 :;n nn, nn• l died 
ltiu5, without io.ue. 

I 

I I I I 
LaDY J.\:>E1 who Jie•l in 

infancy. 

L aDY ELI7..\BETH, v. h·l 
marrieel, in !til~, 
J ames Cr ichton nf 
F renJ.rau;;ht, anJ ha· i 
i3.sue . 

L .\ DY .-1. :-:.-E, who ma r
ri~•l, in l ti:.!3, Sir 1;j}. 
bert :'l l enzies uf Pit
fndJ.el.>, an,} had i»u~ . 

L.\ DY ~i.I RY , who u iecl. 
in infancy. 

J Oif:S,LoRD!'TR\TH· 
:\.1\'Er. , born ~1 st 
;\ uve rni.J ~ r I 6:J ~, 
anJ. JieJ. at Dor
noeh of small pox 
on 14th October 
163;. 

X \"I . GEOf:G E. F•H· nnnm E.\ f:!. OF S l:T ll I-:1 :!..\:\' D, 
Uorn at lJornol.!h ~· l ~ •.• \'etnbt·r ]rj:)J. 11 ~ W.h iuft"ft 111 tlu.~ 
e~rl J. o m ui ::>ut!rerlan·l on :!'tlr Aj'n l lt)r;::! , !.•1t ma· l ~ 
re :o i~11:1tio~ of 1t 1u l rj~ l f•"' r :t rc . ..:::-.~11t to hi5 cbh·'t :-O n 
anJ. oth~r hei r.; ni ent.11 l. li e n"rnt· l a t E·linhnr!(h, 
on 11th .-\. n;ust ]oj.".:J. L.,o! y ,l e~n \\' ~'"'. ' ·'• e!·l"t ·hu~h 
ter of fl .Ivul, ser()n• l L lrl of \\' t>wy:;..;, an ~ t r'"':1 ct o f 
.Ar~b ibn l • l, Earl o f .\ n.!<l>. li e •lied on 4th ~hrclr l i U3, 
&nc.l wa-; buneJ in H olyrooJ. ,\ lJh,.y. li e haJ ;.,uo. 

Il •)s. r:onEr.T Con
Do:>. b<•rn on 3ht 
Decem ber hl35. 
Ile mnrrie•l J ean 
Ill ack ~y, el·lest 
J.1uc;hter of J ohn, 
Lor•l Heny, bu t 
urc<l s.p . 

I 
L AD Y JI::AS, 

who mar-
r ieu , in ltl5i , 

Captain 
R ube rt 
Stewart n f 
Ethay, aut! 
baJ iso ue . 

I 
c 
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I 
X\"11. JOHX, f(fTFEXTH I::.II:L •• :.· Sl .. fTTF.f:l. -\:\1>. n~ <tlC<'t'C•led },;, fatil~r ill lic:l. He 

was('lt:cot~:! :-:,. 1t·;~h-:. ·.:: ~ .... ·.~. :- f .. :-:::t.·t!"··•tvofuJJll:t,aJ i•:..Ji~"'L''' ·~u.l~Ill·h~ '1\\;.;.3 

ch n3en one of t !t·~ ~i:\,.~t·n t<.'p:··'·'•':.: l:i ·:l! J••· ·r-- f,,; ~C (ltl.tll l. Ir. t 11c n:L ·llt··n nf :.;15 Lc 
t ook :t rr,mi!lPTtt part 011 btd:.:'[ .; t:~..: Gv\'1 "ida~·ut . 'th.l in 1"t ... ,.:r tli•)n ,-,f 1,,:-; :-.(:)\"~•'l'S was, 
lnre,:-,tecll ·y Kin? Gt>('f~'- t}.e ~ li:'!t wi"'. •tu~ f1, [, ... ui tl1·: Titi'i'~..: nud :"t'Ct:iv.·l a lu·n·i·J!t. He 
tnarrierl, tlrst , 11 -.:Je n, "'''':L•Ill .i.,n.:h~··r ,)f \\ a!u:tm, L•·r•l L'··dlra.lic, el·l~~t S·~n ,,[ \\'illiam, 
tir"'t E arl of l> undt)B 1l•l ; ~ct:Ot~·lly, L~t·ly Catlu.:~·itJL·TalrTI:t:'h .• ~~ ·ux •• I .I.t:l ;h:,.-r of 1-:l!!·,Leth, 
D ucbe.,s of L~uo l· -r blc a~:-1 (' m:!"'·' c•f l•)·>.lrt, Ly her h•J-l.awl ~tr !.J·.n<:i T~lrna>h, 
3Dtl \\itl\)W of Jame '5, L·\r•l v __..ll!l!; aH•l t!Jlr·ll)', D:n~le Fr:lllt~cs TrJ\"•~1, wi•lJ\\' uf ~ir J oh n 
Tr:.wl. or his tn.t marri~;e uDly WJ- tber,e 1.· U•:. He the lin 1133. 

L\DI".-1~:-T. n·lto r: .. <r· 

~~~}};)1n ~ :,1t~~;,)·1 ·~ ~! ·~, 
('ojUht r,f Arhu t1 . 

n•Jtt, ~111· t t~a·.l x:-..:attt.·. 

L.ID'i J f:.I X, \,oru < 1 
::~:h Ar ri l E •;:;, a1 I 
•l:e •l l<cf•.•re lG~•J. 

X\"!!!. WI LLL\:11 , LOT:D STf:.\TH:\A\"ET:. lie wa; inf<:ft in tl.c 
Sutherlan(l t.-t:-tt o.·:i cu ],j.; f.l. tin~r\ r.::):~n:!.ti .. n in l~VQ, ~nJ in 1;vs wa~ 
electeJ :\!. f'. for l1oru .. ch, et··., kt! the tlu::iou wa.; :tiJJil:!l •. i. u~ 
as5i.;t~J Cis fath~r in tl1t:o sur r·rr-;;;;ion of t1le rcLdh•)!l of 1:15. He 
m:1rr:ed, coutract d.!t,· d ~Jth Uc:~oL~r 1 ~ 1.:j, 1\ ~tllcrinl! , lb:t~l,ter of 
\\.illi:Pn )l ur! ... on uf Pre . .;t .. r.!.!t .l : . .:~. :n:· l h..t·i i, ... :.h· ti_..hl s,·l!~ :l.:l•l tt'l o 
u:-mghter>. lle r-rc•lere:h•c•! .]Ji, l.lth: or. 12th Jul) ·1 i:CO, >urri \·e•l by 
hi> wife, who t!ie•l on ::! bt ~:.m:it ~~~j. 

I I 

I 
H.,:-;. 
JoH~ 

SeTHER· 
L.\SD, who, 

on the 
death of 

Lis fa:hcr 
in 17~0, 
b t!C'"\me 

L•)r• l 
Str:.th

nawr, but 
ht Jied 
th~ 5~llld 

year. 

I 
I 

XIX. WILLLUI, ~IHHXTU E.U:L OF 
::il"TITEJ :L.\ :\IJ. Jl,. ''"' l•<':!! on :2.1 
Oct~1ber 17G~ , bet.::'l:':tc L.,!-.,.l ~:r .l .. l.!!:!.Vcr iu 
17:.!1\ w:.h ch o~"n ~-1 P. ft•r St. · :.t<r:...tuJ in 
li:-!7, :-n•:ce~·l~:• l hi.- ~rr~dl•lf . .!t!aer Ia l; J.~, an. l 
in the tollo\\ in~ ~ ·~.~r t'IJ.' t:l':. tt::\1 on~ of 
the rqJre.,en tatire l ~t:Ll'5 r. ... r ~~.. ·>~1au·1. He 
Ri•le•l tb~ Govt"rnnh:!lt i~J t ~~-:> :-U '•'•r~:'s ion of 
t ht: r-~hcllion of ]j.J:.i, l-:: !"-l·!:•;•r~~- "'~' :1.n•l 
other\\i"'· He ll!lrrie·l, on:: l A(t.l I j :ll , 
L'ltly Eliz~1·t:th \Yt.·tu::-."'. d l,..~t ·i xu~Lter 
of lk>i,J, t!.irti F-•rl c! \1-emv-•. ~r.·l·li~·l on 
i tb D~c eJJlher ~~ ~U. By l.:; "11 <', "ho ~·re
Jecea~eJ him uu ~0th Fei.ruary I i ~~' Le 
ha•l i; ~ue. I 

I 

LIDY .I F".\..'i, '~>ho rn:m·ie.J, contu·t tht··l 

f::~ tl, .-~~l.f~:~,tt s~~~;:!.~fJ.f. 1)i·l1;t~.' ti~~/~'\~~;-i! 1~[ 
Lautlcrclalc, aL•l ha<l i,ue. 

l..\D'i H ELF.X, who .]ie•l tl.llr.larrie,J 
l9:L ::5tl'te:ubcr 1 I .; .•. 

A Lb.ughtl·r, r;ho dit. 1 youno:. 

I I I' 
He•:<. GEoRGf: ~CTHEP.L.\..'\"D, wh? 

c:<c J young. 

Ho:<. .-\LF.X..\XD[R ~nHEI:LI.~"D, 
"hv ~J,o <li«l yom.;. 

JI,.--;_ CH.Ihlf_, St" THf i<LI.:O."D, who 
c.lt·.:~ l in Au~~-.... ~ 1 ~~~. s.p. 

ll •> X. GF.CltlGE St:TRERL\~D. who 
die· I at l::• imhur;h on UtL ~lard! 
1 ;:,.;. 

Ho~ . P.untnr ;;crH ERL\ ~D. 

fl o:<. F P.tDlRICK St:rHERW.::<D, 
who buth uieJ in iuf~u.: y. 

I I 
!! ''"· Hru:x, r.l.. 

utalTie•J, on 1 :.!' • 
Aj·r:l II ~·), ,. ,r 

~t:1.~=-:~~1':t,~~~-~ 
lt!1J~Illl.l!")" 1/>'1. 
ldt isstte. 

IJ p ::. J.\ ~t:r, wl: 1 

ma.rrk•l. 01.1 ~4 .·, 
ll.-t ol·u 17~ 0. 
G •·or;e :'incl:\! r of 
l'l b.-:er, 3Ud ,!Jcol 
~·th June 11~5. 
She bad ;ssue. 

XX. WILL1A~I , •tXE:<TF.F.~"TH EARL OF :3T.THJ::f!L.'\XD. bern :!'th ~Ia' 1~:~5. 11.:: had 
an en_.;i~rn·~ C•::"oll.JiHl.;;,ion in the n r ... t tr0\'.::.11 Tt" ':.::·: ·:Lt c·f f•)Ot, wht.n onl_\: i~ l•;s elcv•:nth 
\- ~2.r. He .... ucL'"'t:dt"•l hi.~ f~tht' r in 1 ; D·) I:1 1 ~.j~~ h~ rai .. etl :t rc::lm~:nt ot iu~...,t, of "hkh 
f1 e w1s appointe'l li~utrn:lnt· '-•Jl:~~-e l. ~ Ll· l ll.l 17" r~3 \\33 comu!i.~ ... icnu:tl ~., a.i•h:-de~.:uup to 

~~~tt~i~·~' i~ i\17ti:J~01~;r~l.~;~i~t,1 ~l;:ul~'~:~J\ 1 .rNi!l ;·; ~i~, f~[~~-;.~ ~~.1~.!~1 \!~~~~~;; ;·~~{ ~:~: 

I 
L_\[•Y E :.rZ.\I<:·:TH, wl. •> 

m:-.rrit.·tl ~t Jl v .. .;rt f•!l 

~:·t~ Dt-·;i:nJ·.;.r 1;-.:. ;, 
la::r cou')tn . the llntL 
J :uiJe') \\~eu.v~s of 

heire<< of Wilham ~l axwell of 1'1-c'lun, i:J Ktrkt-u•lLri;<ht-hir~. lu l7Gtl lte went to Bath, 
'\"here he co.utTadt>'l a ft; \ '-'r. of\\ Lidt he tlir:ol on lr-ith Juue l ;t)J. Ili:' countes.s preol~:...:e~~.;e tl 
him there 011 th ~ l 't of the >ame month. T hdr Lo.lie:< were hrough t to Sc·otlall< l an·l in
terred in t he al,Lcy of Hulyroo•l on ~·th Au;u.st llo•j. They bad b~U~ ooly two ua:~gLtcrs. 

Wcmy><, )l.Ji. ~I.e 
die.} on 2Hh .Janu.l r\" 
lbu3, le~vin,; L.sne. · 

I 
LADY 

C.1.nU:RI:SE1 
born at 

Lon<!.ou 24th 
.\I 'Y I l ti!. 
She tlieJ 

~~ Dunrob;n, 
3·1 Jaunarv 

li?ti. -

I I . . 
X.\.l. ELIZABETII, C'OL"XTE;o;S, ,\FTF.RI'i.I.RDS Dl"CH£::5:3 OF Sl-TllERL.~XD, who •uccee•leol on 

th~ tltath of b~r flther in 176Q, l"-Jllt beit<~ an inf:mt, \\"!b pl~re,lnn•l~r tutor,, au· l \\3.~ l)r'''l;..:i. t up 
by her m~ternal J;:rauJrnother, w•ly Alva. Her e3rltlom wa; clauue• l l<y :-;,r f!,J ,e rt Go,·uun r.f 
Gor·lonston, auJ G.:or:;-e :' n:hcrlan·l oi r or:;e, but the H r·U·ry oi L• .. rtls U•X:-!e·l Ill hv ··:lr of tl.~ 
count~s-; on 2ht ~I arch 1:;-1. SLe marrlo::t1 nt L·:•n.ion. ou 4~ h ~Pt'tetnLrr 1;-~.~. tl.c Rt ... ~:. }:_[ ,:,~ . 
Geor;c Gr:l.D\,llc Le\·~ -~o:'l -t; ower, \"1:;cou nt Trentham, el•lc~t ~on •)f t;;-an\I1h:, £1 .. 1 li-)wer. wh o 
on the ~le:\!h of bi;; f..ttJo:-r in 1 ' '):3, bcc.:!lme 'i i'•:O:H1 -'l :u 'i'::.; (\f ~r.ltf rJ.. IIr> \\3S creatt" tl Dc..:r O? 
SLTH ERL.L'iD on ~ -'th .Ja !ltl 3r~·l~~~. hnt •he•l 0n l~th July the s.:~mc y~ar, sun:•ed hy t he ,lndtco.;, 
who Jieclun 2~th J ~na:u-y I~J,l. 'i.'bey luJ i$S\te. 

I 
d 
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I 
X XII. ~IR GF.OI:GE GI:.-\:\\"ILLE, ~E C<>=-' Il lll' l\1: OF 
srruEnL.·\~P t K.U. Ilt: wa~ !·ora Ull •'lh .\tL.:tl:tt I;~ ti , 
d cct•!ll \1. P. for St. .)l aWt.; l'J 1~0-l , aucl W~\i :o,Ul.Jl;l•'n• J to 
Farliatut:ut by writ, ~~·tb ~ .. \'t•r:LlJt:r l ~~·i, ,a_, l ~:uO!t I ;ri\Vt•r. 
Ht' w··~ ]nrcl -li••n+cn:P1". "J!Il t'll'>tn.; I'"1H 1rqntu tl ( Slh'fl. 
By roy;tl lit'l!!H.:c , •.t:ttt·•l l~ r • .\Ia~· 1-"" ll, l!~..· a .. ..;uJut:d tin: 
adJiti•Jo:tl surn :.1mc o f ~ut 1u.•riJ.Hd. li t.: lll.l! 1 ~t.dJ ou :.: ; t ~ 
!ll ay l S~;J. Lad) l laniet l::l11ahl'lh t;,.,,, !iaua 11"" ,,nl, 
th iHl daughter of Geor~e. ::-ut h 1-~J.r l r.f ( ·.lrl•,!,-, tH : ,tJ~. s ; 
of the roh~> t o H er ;lla_jc-ty ll!lecu \'ir l• ·ri-1, au· I" tuerul,..r 
of the rova l on le r of \'1 .-t ,ro:\ :tn•l AlJ,ert, ,,. ··•u-1 .-Ia,,,,_ Ilc 
<lied oo ~~-1 February 1 ,.;1, snn ire<l hy his due he'S, who 
died oo -.!i tb Uctol,cr ISti.o. Tbey b ad i,,uc. 

I 
I I I 

tl 
I 

I 

L\t>¥ CH.\l< l.•Ari· :-i0rm.\, who 
lll:trrit"•l, on ~itl1 D .:·~~·mt.l"r 
1-'14, lle11ry Cbarl•c<, lluk• of 
:\ vrt1'lk, K.l~, who dit."d iu 
I "51l. She dwd l th July l.•~O 
lt·anu:; is:,ue. ' 

L .\D¥ Ll.!7.\liETH :\l.\1\Y, l>orlJ 8th 
~0\'t.t uLer 17~7 , m:crrt~d, in 
1'10, 1-:ichanl, seroiiil ~l.tr•JHis 
<•f \\' e;t min,ttr, KG., an<! 
<lied I ltb N on n•ber 1'~'1 
J..,3viug issue. ' 

I, I 
XXIII. SIR GEM~ii F. GR A)."\' lLLF. 
WILLI.-\.~! Sl'THERLAXDLE\'J:;. 
SO:-; G•)\\"ER, K .G. , TliiRD Dl'KJ-: 
o•· ::;CTHF.I-:L.-\XIl, etc. , born Oil 

19th December I S~\ sttccee•le• l bti 
f:ttber on ~::! · 1 Febru~rv I~ril. ll•! 
was lor-1-lientcnantof tli•: cot1.1t i"s of 
Sutberl:l.n•l ~n·l Cromartie, honorary 
colond of th" ~uth ~ltcl•ll··scx \ ' ohtn
teer:; , :tn•lliPutenaut-c•··l•Jll d of the 
1st ::iu t ht·rlan u Rttle Yoltmtec•:·s. Ti e 
tu.u ried, ou 27th Jclle lb49, Anu,•, 
only clul•l of J ohu Il ay )lackeu zie 
of Xewhal! 3D•l Cromartie, Crt!atc1l 
Count e.~s of Cr.,m3rtie, Y i.;~··'.illtr''i 
Tar bat, de. , in her own n;l>t, late 
JUi st l t'~S o f thl! rob~., to ller 
~l ~jesty Qu~en \ 'ictorb, atu!. me iu· 
Ler •Jf tht: ru) al ULll-:r v f \ 1 ton~ 
and .-\.lhrt. blit'<''A<• l n:1 :;;,rh :\u
ve:ubt:r 1 ~~5. 1-11~ ... Gra•· e nt:-lrrict l, 
seconclly, in 1 8~8 . ~Iary Corulinc, 
dangutcr of the late ltev. I:Icuar•l 
;\Iiebel! , D. D., Ox iur• L an~ ! WI• low 
of Arthur Kiwl.,rsle\· B lau. Hi• 
Grace d ie-1 at l>nnrol•in Ca>tle on 
the 2·~·1, aod wa.- bnrie· l ~t Tl'<ll t· 

Ln flD Ln tll> 
1-' H~Ill IIICK .\I.Ili:HT, 
L:J :t)J~t:E, L••Tll 0 11 '2 1-. t 
1Jo1 u on S •H cru 1 1cr 

1lt h 1 ~ t :~, wa:.; a 
:'\ (,,·eruLt·r c·tpt.Lin in 
I -=::.!. \],• the ~ - I J,jj, . 

hcl• l :l r.n!n· UuarJ .... lie 

L UIID 
f: IJ:-i.\LD 
CH .\H I~t.~, 

born on ::,J 
.\ U!..!,USt 

1~~ D, was 
\Ll '. f"r 

thl' ronuty 

L .\D \' EL IZ \BETH 
vE<>RG!J.:-i.\, who 
I H~l'f inl, 0 11 31ttt 
J tl 1 )' 1 s 4 4. 
Ge·)r.::e, nu ke of 
A rgyll. She <lie• I 
v!l :!~t b ~Jay 
I SiS, leaving 
b'~ ue. 

L .\D\'
1 l·.~.~~LI:-iE, 

\\ ho 11;:\.lTiP<]t ('l(l 

30th ::;ej.>ten> her 
1-'H, l'brles 
\\'Il liam, !J uke 
of L•!in,ter. aut! 
did 3J. ·)lav 
18 -q , tearing 
issue. r: li"..;.jnu tn tuarn ···l, on 

th e l:irle l!•th.\Jarch 
n n!.U l•! , } .""~':!. I ; r,u·~.: , 
:1nd ·lie• l o11h d.m -:11 -

of fcvL· r otf ti·f of Str 
:;.~IJ:l."to· TI I'JII1as Abdy, 

pnl in r. .lrt~ t:d , and 
llo:tQl,cr ,),,.,[ on ~;3, 1 

I.: ... ,l. D t:Cl'In llt:f 

1-'14 . ll •·bas 
i ~ .... u~ :. !,OU. 

ut ~a th er· 
l:ln•l, 

l ' •i/-1 '74. 
ll e j, a 
t nl'tee 
of the 

:'\.1:inn:d 
l '•>rtrait 
(; allc ry. 

i:sft~;~ J;:~t.e~:1~e~1ar:i'~-~~~~:- By 

I 
GEORGE 

GR.L'\ \'ILLE , 
EJ.RL 

G owER, 
boru :!lth 
J uh· IS50, 
di e<i ou 5th 
J uly l~5S . 

I 
I 

XXl\·. Cl: cl ~I.\TITIE, FOr:r.TII 
Dl'KI:: OFSUTflE l :L.-1.~[1, 
boru :!Orlt Julv l~:il. He 
succee•le 1 ou -.!~· 1 !::ieptemb•'!' 
I S~2. lJ., wa< li eatell~l!t Ill 
th e ~ - 1 Life Gu.<r•l -. C.H• l )1 1'. 
for!:5 ut!.erlan•l I -~1 4 -I ~ ,;.;,an •l 
wa < appointe·• \ lor•l-!i l'ute n 
ant of :> tttLerlawl in ~u \' rni· 
her 1 ~~'2 He m:1.rr1t!d. r1u 

~Otb Odohe r ]~, ! . L.\dy 
~tillicent Fanny St. Cb. r 

~~~ei~~·f~~~~~~~~~r~fo~ri~~~~~ 
lyn , m•l ha.sliJsue. 

I 
F u '=--c r,. f. 1Hr. o~· < 'Iatl.I .I n

TlE . , .1 :-.t:IJt·:..r T .\U. U.\T, 
1Jt)nt 3c l .\ a ..!' tbt 1~ .-,_! , .,.,., .. 
ree•lt:•l hi"' tJtut!u·r 111 1 ~ .... ~ 
Tl e t.'i tlt'J •Uty- ltt.:utt-uaut 
fnr l~o .. ·t lf r ln:urh._•d , nn 
2·1 .-l. n_~ht 1~; 1 :. t h•· lJ ,u, 
l. ili:tn ~ J ..lU l't, •lau~ li t• · r uf 
G•' •ll r ev. tonrth Lnr•l 
.\l.•c•lon. ;ld, awl h:..,; i.''""· 

I 

LAD\' EVF.!.YX, 
who nL!l. n'Lt·ll, on 
4th Uct<•h e r 
J.) 13, Cbarl.s , 
Lllrd H!antHe. 
She tht·ti un :!4th 

~~~i~~\::u~~~j~t 
L ADY BLAXCHE 
J t:Ll.\, who died 
in inf~ncy. 

I I 

LA n Y C o:;. 
ST.\:-iCE G LR· 
1'RCDE, who 
n.arri~•l, on ~5th 
Apri l! S~·2, H uf:h 
L11pu:-, llukc of 

~~--(t t ru ~~es ~~--~1 
on l ~th f>cCel•l· 
!HT 18.)0, le:tving-
IS3llt'. ' 

LJ.DY Y !('TOR!.\, 
who died in 1~ :3~. 

L.\DY A LE:I..\ :-;. 
DR.Q;A, who wed 
in 1849. 

1..\DY FlORL:-iC'F., who 
m .• rri.·d, on 15th Xo
wu.l•rr ISio, Jlenry 
t 'hat-lin, ~l.P., of 
Dbukney H:.ll, county 
Lincoln. !:5hc rlierl 
l Oth October lSS!, 
h:a\'ing bsue. 

I 
Hu.:.-. 

FREDER ICK. 
~EHLLE, 
born o o 

3!s: :'>1:\y 
I.SI 4. 

LJ.ov .-I.LEX.\:-:Dru, died 
in 1~''1. 

I II 
X.\:Y. GEORGE r. R.I\\'YJLLE SUT!JER

L .-1.:\ D, LUlL (.;1)\\'J::P., born :.!'Jtb .-l.u,:; u>t 
l SSS. 

L OIID .\L!Sf.\IR· 
~ r. CL\ IH, horn 
~ lth J:uut~ry 
l ~tlO. 

L.\DY \ 'ICTII !Il.\ E I.!Z ARETH, 
burn 5th .\u~u ... t 1.~8:• , l.ht:U 
:!~til J an u .• ry bd. 

L .IDY S! BF.I.L Lili.\:-i, 

~~~S. Htb A n;;u>t 

YOL. I. 

L.~o~n l~~~~>T..\.."iCE, 
3 T 
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BH.ANCIIES OF THE SUTIIERL.AXD F.A:JlfLY. 

THE E.\. HLS OF ELLESJIERE. 

HO~ . F RA XCTS LEYl:.-;o ::-; .t:OW£1t, SEC•'"D ,.j:; r•r GEO.RGE GRA~ VIL LE. mcsT Dl'KF: OF :'l'TlfEI:L.\);It 
wa.> born on ht Jrll:u.uy l~lJcl, 11•; >liCCecolc.l to tbe property of Francis, th irolltuke ot l.!ri.i<'c\\ :<tt·r, ar,.J it! j • ! 
R S,:,U lll~t l the ~Ul"JI'l!!.l~ nnll ~. 1n s of Llii::HJI):\. llc , .. as r; .l:,ed to tht' p~cl':l~e a~ E.\ItL OF I:u r.:-.~t~-:1~1-:, dt:., 1 111 
6th J uly 1 8 4 ~. He marrie•l, on J oth Jm''' ].'~2, l b rriet C.aLhcrilJe, eJ,Je,t clau"hter of ClmrJe, (;rel'i!le, r: -. 1., 
awl g-rauu·Jhu<:hter of \Ytl ham u,u rv, thtrol l>uke of Portlanol. He receive•! the h•1n our., of K.G. anol l>.< ·. L. 
anu u teu ou lbth Fd.1ruary 1.~~~. >univccl Ly lm counte;s, who ,Ji~,J on lith AJ·ri.l l~otJ. They hau h>ue. ' 

I I 
G EOf..GE GUAX - llo:<. FRA:<CI,, hom 

\" [ LL 8 FU.\ :\'CI~. 15ch ,.;cptemlocr l~~·l. 
SECO:>D EA RL OF He entt•re•i ll1e roya l 
ELLEiDIERE. He ua,·y, and ros e to tt.e 
was bum on 15th rank of vicc·achuir:ll 
J une !S~3.rnarr i eol, and naval aiole·•le
ou 2Jth April IS4~, camp to the 'J1:cen. 
La,ly ::lhryLouiS:l lle \\a.<::ll.l'. forE1>t 
Campbell , fomth llet hy,!Ji.re. He DJ 3r· 
dau~ h ter of J ohn r ieol, on :!•3th ::iep
Fr e'ol e r ie k, li rst ternher !Sti;i, Loui>a, 
Earl of Cnwuor, nn•l ouly Jau:,:ht·:r of 
di ed on H•th ~t·p· Willi~rn, >e\·enth 
t eruber 1S6~ , leav- D uke of De>on.J,ire, 
ing issue two sous . and has is,ue. 

I 
I I I 

li e> :<. AL(:En:<O:< Tl 0:<. ART!Itl\ FllEDF.- Jl o:<. 
}'r·LKE, of Worsley RICK, hrorutith Fehru· ( ;R_\ :-;. 
01·1 Hall, looru on nry 1~2Cl. He entered v I L L ;:, 
3l>t l> e ce:>lber t he nrmv, auo1 is a t.o~m iu 
1 ':? 5. H e was colonel o'f the Crena- 1~:34. llu 
d•·.tt·•l ::ILP. fo r uier Guar.b. lie eutererl 
S·1Uth·e~5 t Lo!!ca· mnrrie •l, on ~·I June th e r •:a! 
~h1re: a11tl also in 1 .S S S, H e I~ n, navy, au~_l 
1."2 f•Jr \Yi~;an. youngest dau.Q'hter of \las killru 
He wa• for >ume ::llartin Tucke r at ;ea 
til11e sec retan to S mith , ::ll.P., anrl on ~;th 
the a• lmiralt\': He <lied on 25th Feb- J anuary 
mameoi, on 22d runry l~•jti , lli., IS.Jl. 
January 1S6:3,Alice widow marrie•l, se-
L ouis a, elde5t condly, in 1.;i5, 
<hu~Lt<r c•f Lnru lieut.·cohnel Wil· 
Georf'i: Cavendish , Ibm Gascoigne, lie 
anu ha3 is;ue. left issne. 

I I 
l. .\11\ .-\I.h'f. 11.\fl· 

HI! 1' i-'HFl'i·:tac:l
1 

w!Jn Tll:l.lfll'll. ,,,~ 
~.-oth .J uh• 1•: I 
(i corge ·If t: 1:: \' 
C'harfe s ];v ii:, 
tlcirol Earl· .. : 
Stra4fur•l 

L.li.JY J:u:;cur. 
\\ ho lJlarricd, 1111 

~7t h Dl:!ccn Jln· r 
1-, ti~,:J..:; ltbs t:CIJIJii 
" ife, J obn Wtl 
li am, se>enth 
Earl of Sanuwich. 

I ~~-------

,___1 --.L--1 ---.--.-.--1 llfl II 1 11 1 111 I J I 
F RA.:.,C!S CHAULES H o:o~. AL FRED W n.Lll)I f 1:.1.:>· GEO RGE ::ILl.RGARET Lotr:u. GR.\XYILLE CEnRGF., 

t~~LV~~L~·lr.~~~ t~~~on l:~~h~c:~: ~~~'rc:J~~G~ . M AL~~~~u:<, P.u:<cHE Sc$A:<. : ;~~~~e~~;~t~I:;;h~;'; 
~ !E RE. He"'"' bum ruary ].,54. He 1st De~em· K .I.THER!:'E A.LrcE. 72<1 regirueut. 
on5 th·,\ pril l S.Ii, sne· wa> a lieutellant FREDERICK GRE· Ler l ~ iO . Srn!L ~L\RY, who CECIL ~1.\.I:TI::<,. horn 
cee•leu his father on in the FrcU:t>lie r Y'"ILLE. horn dJerl ~i th Au.,;u;;t 4th l>cceml.er ]':lOll 

!~~h ~e~~~:.~1~e~;~(t: ;;~~,r<l·~;-re 2's~rb 1 5th.\J,rill~61! . G~:~rL~ ll, l~i3. Ct.\cnE r 11 ,:-:ci~ An 
Dece•nher 1S6S, LO<IY "\ [•ril I ~Sl, !sa· BL.\:<CHE H .l.R· born ~ith V IOLET ELF.l:<OR, } ~~·:;r~'01l~f.n 2

;)ol 

~~~~~rnJaugh~~~is~f ~~;~'ru,i;:~i~'~~~~ 1\lET. . ft,\t:~~:; fs~~. on :Oith June A RTHl:R FREmt:KK, 

George A u:;n:;tus t er of Hamilton Dl• Romr 'CillR· 9th J:mu- ::11.\Rr. F LOREXCF., ~'s;;::. 15th Janu~r) 
Con,tantine, •econu ~~~~.' ~~u ~(:~ t~~~~~;~~ 4~th ary 18/ i . born li th Septem· Lons.1. BuscH>", 

~~~%~!,8allll0~as i~~~: )! enth , lrebucl, her 1 ~ 14· wh o on 14th .\u.:JO•t 

I 

anu has issue CHRIST.Ll.:< ~!.l.RY , En:LY'!'! ilARR!ET, l S~S, marricol J, .Jo u 

I 
J OIIX FRA~
CI S G RA~

Vl LLE 
SCROP E, 

VISCOU);' T 
ERACKLE Y, 
born 14~ Xo
Vc!Lber l Si ::!. 

l __ · ___ bo_rn- -o-n-li_t_h _____ Lo_r_u_3_u_::-;_·o_'_"ru- oe_r_J_an_'_ie-so-n-o

1

f lilen June 1876. 1 ~79. Lo<Ige, t'li,;o. 

I I I I I 
H ox. ftiA:>Cl~ \\' ILL!All C EORGE, 

born 4th Deeemher b i 4. 

Ho:<. THOliAS Hr. ~'RY F r.EDER ICK, 
born l Oth ::ieptelllhe r !Si6. 

H o:<. 1\"u.FRID f'RARLES W rL· 
LLUI, boru 2bt Septembe r b i 9. 

Bo:o~. R F.GI:< 1LD A F.THI::R, born 
6th J uly l~S6. 

I I I 
h \ll\' :II \BEL LA eRA, 

horn loth Deeeruuer 
b o9. 

I I I 
L.\Dr K.unEnr:<r: .\ !.'· 
GC~L\ Y H .. "'TOP.J.A, born :.!d 
Decembe r 18/i. 

L \!W A.LrcE Co:-~- L.1DY LE!L.\ GEO itCL"' A, 
ST.L.., CE, born l:!tli bo rn in 18:)!, 
Xoveruber l t> i O. 

L \ IJY BEATRin: ~1.\ r.r 
l···rn 5th :-;overuber 
l Si l. 

LADY H ELE:< Co:<sT.\ \"CE, 
!.r.rn :! i th SeJ>tcmber 
1~34 . 

J ~):;:-it Y~...:: ~-~r· 
)torn, L, r:1 

on 1j:h Fch· 
r uary ].~,.;l. 

A son, h,lrn 
li th Oo'\u· 
l1cr lSSlJ. 
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GE~E.ALOGY OF THE F.:\:\[ILY OF GOUDO:i\ OF GOTIDOXSTOX. 

SI R ROBF.R1' r.oF.DO"' OF CO!lDo:;,,ro:;, n1:H 1!.\RP~ET, f,:,mtl, J,ut second sun·iviu!! SOT• of Alc:;~Nh.r, ~k·;euth 
E arl of Suthethnd, wos b•)tu Uti, .\hy ) ;,,.,, l ie'"" C•Uo OT tl1 c ):entlcluen of tile pri,·y c!Jand•<r o! I:iu~ Jnll.• ' 
tht:t Sixth, :1111i w:~~ for11:"tpt"n yt1r'i ttJtAr •""'[ ~ntL ... rl:ud. duriug the mi!,onty of }d., nepb.w. Jolut, 11t~.· ~!drt~ct:t!t 
l;!:...rl. li t! W~l..i ktHgi.ttt·•t IJY Ki:,g- .Jau,c., tt, ... ~1Xl 1 1, :t!i•l w.'l" ti11· :tr.~t l•t'SOLid nf Xo\·~1. ~Ct>t~:1. crt!J.tec1 hy Eirtf ( 'L:ul•::
thc FhsL Ht:: wa~ dUthur or tb~ c;,.lll'.ln)i.!Y of t;u~ L·Lrl ... of :-'u!; ,crlaitd, 11t! :l.O:I)IIin:•l ~t·n:ral t~~a:o>s iu ::\f ;fa). B.ll•i 
had t bau er··ete.! intc• tho b~rouy uf G<>r~ilt:St··u. !1., w.uri···i. at L~ondou, ou )lith rebrnacy 1•>1:3, Lonl.<l, loll!y 
dautihtt:r Rnt.1 hl'irt·;,~ of J olJH Gu:-tlrm, l•Jf'} ( r LVll:.!'l'lllll"' ill Fr.~nc..:t..!, anti llca.u of Sn.iis,Lury iu Etl~i.llld, and l,y 
her~ \\ bo c.lit:~l at Gortlon:;t0n in :-\cptt:mltt•r Ir:o..o, ltJol i:-,-..ue hve :-un:; i\Lil iour daughter3. Ht dit:d ,lt GurJ<'J:~t·.Jll 
in )larch 16;iG. Vi•h llemoir oi ::;;r J;ol•ert, J>l'· l~:!-2•J5 hereof. 

I 
I I I I I II I I 

J oB~ SIR LvDO\.I CK (;F.OP.GE Ronf:I:T GO!lD•)S of Clun::, fourth Cli.\I":LtS c ,)R· ELIZAr.Y.TH, ],,)rn lf.th 
Gonun:;, GO RDOC\ OF C ORD0:-1, son, b··n• l~th 0 ;nl.·e: )r;~5. H>! no:-:, born 4 th .Jannary )rj!i', died 
born ou G OR DO::<STO::<, horn wn, (•0 rhe ···:~rl-•1·1 :It thu e~eCU· ~ e r l e l.l her i' th O··wLcr 16~4. 

2::!d J .1utt• secon•l B•ronet, l~h .lolly t i"n nf ~I·'U'r<'-L', nu.I rcpnrted 11 i~:!. _lie runr- nun.~rried. 
ary 1015, boru 15th Ot;tl)· ltJ:.!i, hi s dyu':;- "'f•t>,·rh, If~ \\"3~ t•1u- neJ., tu Iti74, K.!THE HI:-;E, born 1 lth 

di~din ~:~e\ti;~~r ~~~ f~~~-~~ ~~ ~i~~~;\ I··~tn~:;•ij-;_ f:~~\~~~~w~~~~ ~.i~:th.!~~~l~t~; January IR::I, mar 
infancy. Duk~orLenn'YX l tj:b un1Jif.u· . ..;- rq•uhlka:1 }lrmcitJlt", of ~1r I! oLt:rt ~~t:/' o;~_ff,th ~j~j:~;. 

and RL:hr.lOnoi., Oc·: <>loc r beo ':llll~ " i .• vour.:e with cr .. rn- D ll II L :'. r 0 f IJ.wi·l I-!:~ relay nf 

~~'l1ie(~ian~l~~~ u!l~~~~~- ~~~~t l2~ \\tt~mll!~~e w~: ~~~~~~~~i: r~!r~;~t~~~\)1~~; l-ry, aud \\ ~~ m~·thcr 
16 44, El iza- r i~ol. lie n1:trrie•l, brst, on lllth Feb- L~,·n ktlle•liu~ of lto fu.·rt J:: .ucl:.y, 
b eth, danJhter r mry J•>:•t, f.le:111nr, d:>uc•hter of •lnel tl:e '.1:\e Q~\~~~!~t'i~\.~~';1~~~~ 
of Sir P..uhert Ale<:lnll<r ~l••rri ,nu of Pre,ton · year, .<.p. lie iu ~!arch l~t 3. 
F arquhar of I!T:lllQ~' w],., Jie·i on 15: h June ""S b1:ried in 
Menie.who died 16ol•. Proc<e•hll;! to Lon.lou in O~>tou clmrch. Lons.1 , Lorn on 23•1 
iu ~ov tmL~.:r th:H Yl~r, he n1arrictl tht:r~ , His hrotht>r F~hru:uy lG:.:ti• nt,,l 
1661; and se- secon• lly, on I ; ib July 1ti•)o:l, I:.)Lert, on 5tl.t die• I on lSth ~lay 
conJiy (con. Katherine, •hughter of George llcccrnL•:r of l tiJ~, unmarried. 

~~i'~~~t't~;t?~~ ~j~~;':\7;~i~'}~7~~e~~~~~~;;Y..~1'.~7o: ~~~~cJ~· L~.i~~ JF..\:;, Lorn o:• 3•1 

J ean, dn~c:hter H e ntt<rward, rctll11.lccl to S~lit· ~ .aa~."~',{ 1 1~::;,t~~·: 
~~ J ohL\~~~,:":1';~ t~~~~;:•JiJ''~~"{,e~lL~~nt~~ei;:.n•i\i'! dnte•l lOth Decenl-

and had is,ue ma rrie•l, as hi~ t hird w:fe, .\br- ~~~ ~~.~~?~i~~F_~];~~ 
by hoth. II<! garct, dau~hter of Sir KeuLdh an.!e r )Jacken:ie oi 
died in Decem - ~lacktnzic of Coul . Tie bad Coul. She died in 
bcr l 6SS, i,;,uo. I 1 tii6. 

I ~----~--~~~~ 
I I I I I I I I I I I I II Ill 

SIRnOBERTGOR- LcooncK SIR Jow; r.nn- LT:CY. wh•l ''•~lTI~•l (1.), Rnrn:RT A T:Gt'STI)<E Gon- Eu: .. -.on, 
DOX 0r Gonnos- Gl •RD•):o;, nus . :hh·uc:'ltt c/')n•ract d.1te'l ~lth AJ•nl l~•~t.n•'l!i J10:-t, born iu lh)rn 
STo:s, tl.iroi Baro- who n"1r- i:1 t:d1L i.llr:l.. lo~>i. l:uberl L\n" n'i"6 of ._.hLy, I ... •ll•lon on 2::!·1 !Oth ~Jnv 
n•'l,horn ith .)larch r ie•l J~an, H~ W:l< 111ade of A:tyre; (::!.1.·\lexau.!er ' ••'rn st OctoL•r ]1)\)!l. lli.'i5, • 
1647. H e sue- dde;t a knigh t, and l>uul>:tr oi Kiu\ .. ,s. nn•l E-lill· II ~ marri~<l. an•l nud Jieol 
ce.,.Jeu his f:tth< r in rlo uchte r died uruu~r· ha•l ""'" to hot h. fl er bur~'•.::!Hh h;l• l two sons, in iufaucr. 
1686. If• nJarriec\ of W tlli:IU\ ritJ. de>CeU<I:lllt, Al ei :Uider ( lerenJloer who both wed . 

~~}~~:~1J~It~ia~1.ili: ~~:~~~-of GeoRGE Gnt: · ~~<t~l~d"iu\'~~,'~:~~~"j,,,f:'~( 1 0:,~·rrie~1 " young. ~~~~ 
t er of W iiliam, Bcrlurn, on:s, wuo ·lie•! ,.,,t:ul, to t he G .. r•lon-t nn L'atheriue, )! R. .K E::< :sETH ~7th Feh· 
elev enth L ortl antlha•l on2:• thJ:~nu· "''!\t•s,nt&!.;•,umedt!Je elde,t f~ORD0:-1 ofnnrylo51i, 
F orbes, and relict h,;ue, ary !6~o, >.p. sn rn~me uf Gor.lou. •hu,:hte r Cluny, who was t~ncl olie•l 
of Ale:~:~nt!e r, fir>t two sou> of J-\.,t.at, servcolheirtohi-; on 11th 
Lor,] D utl'us , by an. I a CH.\RLES GOH· K .I.:H ERt:< P., "l•o marrie·l s~·:on•l father in 1699. Fc!•rt:.n]· 
whom h~ haoi one dau!lhter. DO:i,whotlie•l (o·ontract rbteo.l lltu \ '1.<c0unt nu•l also in lc6-l. 
dJ.u~j:hter; {2.) in H e olied in s.p. IJ< tvl•er ]t_;.;t;) Tunm1> Arbn:h· sper.iol to his 
l ti91, Elizab~th, Q,_·t.,her Tlnn!.ar nf GrnDJ;e, at.cl ''"tt, ncJ•hew, Rohert, K.\TltF.· 
on ly daughter of 1 6~ti. "\ L E :s: A!'! D F. I\ b~·l j,;uo. an• I ho.] in I 1~'.1, in th·· !U:<E, hcmt 
Si r >Y illlnm Dun - GoRDO:S , who h<ue. 1.1nJ; of Clu11 '· a~ lJe:JI•·\" 
h~r of Hempril!>, d1e•l UIIUt:lr · Eu7..\BF.TH. whn m.1rried An·! others, in un 13th. 
Ly whom also ·be ri~d. •coutract>l.<teol::!l-tiJ•·t••· AlwrJ~enshirc. July l•~•ji'. 
ha•l i s;u~. H erlie•l her ]t)il) R·I·L·r: Dunh~r 11 e n1 a r r i e •I 
in Sep te ru be r BE:<J.I. . .'r!:SG•)r.- of W e,: tiel• I, ,J.,•rirr of 1-: llz:~lotth ~!:ll-
liu4. I DO"'•. w h~ ~lje•l )[ , ray, au.! inr! 1>5U<. luch, an•1 had an 

3. p. Ill l oo~. on I y chi I cl, 
A." :-I A, whodiecl unmarried. Robert. 

a 
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I 
SIR P.ODF.I~T G0Hfl•):\ 

\\F Uot:l•·.,:>i~T(}:i, 1·'•trlh 
Unronet , Lont in lti't•j. 
On thcuenth of Wd!i.l!Jt, 
seveuteenth F.:ul of 
SuLIJ<ri.llJJ, he t·l~illle•l 
tt.e peerage ol t::.•rl of 
Snthcrl:ul<l as the ht'Jr
lll:th.: of ~\. l..m c ftJr~lou. 
husbancl of Elizah"th: 
Conntes> of Sutherlan•l, 
but "'"" not su~c~;;.,fnl. 
lie marrietl, in 1 ~:31, 
A_;ncs, daughter of ::;lr 
" illiam )]ax well of 
C:J.!t!erwooJ, ll~rnnet, 
who diet! on 1 lt h C>l:treh 
1808. ::;ir 1\ 'lbcrt JieJ 
in 1 jj·~. lle LaJ is.ue. 

I I I I 
\\'rl.l.l.\~1 JFA:-1, "Ito m:~rri•·<l 
l~nl!l'n:--; , {t·nntr:l.ct •t:\t•·tl 
whn olie•l 3·l .J uly 1() ~1~11 
nn 1~tlt J olin Forbes of 

:'> l:uch Culhlcn, S.J'· 
1iul. 

I 
Len 

Gor:nn;o;, 
who 

u..:arrlt.:•l 
Jl:Hitl 

s.· .. tr .,f 
)l.\HG.\.1-tfT, who !"· ·f"ltb ~ 

LF.W!3 
Gt nuu:;-;1 

who JicJ 
s.p. 

Jic•l on :!tith tnn·it, and 
!>Lrch 1i00, 3 0e•l h: .. t, 
tcu year!". br~ides 

oth~r 
K ATII£P..I:SE, who is.ue, 

rlieJ on 1 Stb 
~l ard• 1/115, a~eu 
three y ears. 

ELIZ.tBt:Tn, ~rho 
Jie<l in December 
1105. 

b 
I 

~-~-----, 
]:{onEHT Gn1w .. x, !11.\n'i', 

W}Jc) W.lS ~<:r\"t!tl WbV 

l1 cir-ruall ~Llh'tal Ju.\rri~J 
of hi< lather on Thonta• 
l~tb June 17:!2. (~nrd •'~ll•J f 
ll e ruarrie.ol f{p. tht• f:>Iudv 
l.ccca, >cconJ of Letter: 
d~u .. .:ht~rt•LI rd1i- fn111 !t'. She 
bal•L !JuJJLM of wa.HII'•ther 
Thuut!<rton, an•l ot ~~ r_ 
htlll issue three Thoui:ts 
•laughter>. Gnrdon, 

mini,t er 
LEW!~ GoRDO:'>, the at ~r<Y· 

second son, J!Jar- 1110uth. 
rit:d ':\ aouti, el•ltt!:.t 
J augutcr of John 
D unbar of Burr!ie, 
a ut! ha•l an only 
Jaug],terwhodic• l 
i n infancy. 

I 
SIR HOBEr.T GOP.

IJu:-;r m·G•JRDO:'i6TUN, 
fifth n.~rvnet , b orn in 
1/36. He was St·T\<•1 
brir to his fat her on 
30th Apnl 1714, but 
died unmarried on :?J 
Jnue 17io, and w,,, 
su~ceerled by his 
orother. 

SIR WJLLL\'1 GORDO:\ Lr Goi:DO:'iST0:-1, sixth L:aro
uet, born iu ll :~s. li e w~' re:omed h~ir of J•rovis ion 
:reueral to his ~.r,nberOH :!lJth i'c~<lllbH 1/iG, hut di<·l 
unru:1rrie•l in Euinl•ur;:h on 5th C.l:treh 1 i95. His 
en:aileol estate.; were inheriteJ bv A lexan<ler Pcnruse 
Cmuming of .\ltyre, who .~<;ntne<l.the ur.me and urms of 
G0nl•>ll of Gt•Ttlunston, nn•l was create<L a baronet of 

! I I 
L~;w1s GoRnox. 

~foil~ GOHDO~. 

CHRISTIAS, a 
dau:;htcr, who 
all Jied young. 

~~"~It !~~t~~i~~-;,1 i~~~~;;;jo~;. ~:~ ~~~.h~~·ilt~~Jc~:cf;~; 
wh o acrptireJ liahnyre, couuty ot Peebles. Jiis l,'l'otnd
son, Charles Gonlou, >OU ot t] ,e lnte Dr. Arcbi bale! 
G ordon, C. B., is n''" pruJ•rictor o f llu.lmyre. 

I 

c 
I 

J:ul~;~,~~;oR 
no:-; l)f t'lu!Jy , 
,~·Uo \\':'1.' bn··l 
htltc law, an.] 
\V,'l~ d htlJ,. 
r-ui.-hc•l!or hi' 
L.Tft';ot kr~nw
lc l,;c uf Cl\'11 

law. I r~ wa~ 
b~r\c•l ltt.:-i r to 
his gran<l
fathcr an,] 
abo to t.is 
!Jtber ou l ~:h 
ll c c e 111 b t r 
1i~:l. lie J1e•l 
U111uarriell 1n 
li:!~, wlu::n hi:; 
nucle was his 
heir. 

I 
Gt:s ER.\L Joll:f 

ScoTT of Bal
couJit>, who 
waq for somt: 
tio1e mcmbtr 
of parlia
menttorFJfe. 
li e had issue 
only Jaugh· 
ters. 

I 
HE:>RI F.TTA ScOTT, the elrle.;t daughter, who m arriet.l William H enry Ca..-endish, :llarquis of Titchfi eld, 

afterward ' Ionrth D uke of l 'ortbud, w~s served heir of tailli e and pro\'ision geueml to her graud
uncle, S•r Robert G<onlou, on l~ th :llay li~ti, and claimed, but nnsucceo>lnlly, t he Gordunston 
eotJ.tes as h eir of line. She bat! issue. 
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KT CH OLA S SFfHI:TIL .\:\'0, scc~n·l St•n of .T\:cnncth, f0~1rth E~rl of Snth•rlan<l. rccei1·eo l fr ,;m l:is hrotho:1 
\\' illiam. tif th Earl of s~thula~.tl, Oil l ~th i-'••Jotl·fllloer J:lto<) , rJ cbarta of t\oe Lln<ls cof T vrh0\lo in i'uth•:r\ano l, 
wh k h was rontirJJoe•l to him lov Kin~ P.Jvi•\ tl<e :-;,.,•e>n•l on 17th 0.-tuhl'r 13~:!. li e ruarrJeol ~1:11)' 0 d:~w!hter ant! 
co-he ire.,.< of E ef!'ill:tl•lle Che) i.e a11ol ~bry, L•·l y <•f J)ut!'u•. lo i• Wlt't• (who"'"' the eJ,Jer daughter nn•l co-ht•ireS< 
of Fresk in tie :.llor.tvia, the ~reat-cr:tu•l"'" of \\' :III:.lll, '"" tof Fre,km, Lord of :-itr:dmll'k aw l !Iut!'ns). Wi th 
h er h e recei1etl he1 ]JOrtiou of the lorol.<hl]' of l.111tfu", au• I wa, >tyle•l Lo11l of t!oc Cn.,tle of Dutln"- H e hat! two sons. 

I 
I I 

J OII X SUT HERL.\:\D, his so n nw\ ! .. ,;,-in 140~. 
when be r.ttiriell a ~r:=t.nt of Tnrl,o1t tJ·; ln ... f:-tth,~ r 
t o h is Lrother Heury. He "I'J'ear; to ha1·e .. l!e.\ 
s.p. 

llf';r.y ST; THEf!LA);D, \\ho, in UI) S, rcreh-e.l from bi; 
f:tthl'r a charter of tloe l.uuh of T orbo\1, whi<'lo were con
ti •n•c-1 tu bJ111 loy J: ol>o·rt, >ixth E~rl of :-iathc·rl.llltl, upon his 
father's rc oigroatJon. ll e was succeetlct! I.y bb son. 

I 
I 

ALE XA:\"D ER SUTITE.TILA:\"D, LOTID OF TOTIBOL L A~D Tll"FFFS, l'l'!t o was cnnfirmt··l in til~ hnd> of 
Tvrboll by J ob;~. S•:Vcr.th Earl tot' :-iu tl,..rhnol, at f'unte f r.Jd in Ene'bnt!, on J~ ,!t .July HlL lie maniecl )[urid, 
daughtt· r nnol !H:ire>s of Clo J>hroiJu ot (' J:j,]. l!u, nwl olotaillt'< l wi th h rr the bntl> ol ~c:arrdwooo] :JtJo! others in 
E lgin,hirc. H a di,·J before H~7- 11c !J_, j j,,uo. I 

I I I I 
A LE \:.-1. :\DEl! SUTIIT:l:

L .-\:\D, ll' hn iniJente•l 
th e bods of D lltf•I> :mt l 
Strabrud.. H e dieJ in 
h i' falLer 's litetime t•e
fnre H!il, a nd ldt a 
dau ghter. 

\ \'I!.LLU! St:TII E!l l .. \ ~n, \1 ho, in 1 -l.~l , i.; styleol 
•· of lkf) •lat~." 0'\ 11(1 ~Uil anJ. bt:tr uf a'dt•X · 
nnoler Snth•·rknol o f ]J u!luo. llt• f• ·re 11~5 
he nml lti.;, fltht r :l.n•l m···thcr l1ad rl·..,i:..!llc'l 
th ei r Ian·'·' iHt•' t he hallol, nf th,. Earl vf 
)l or;n·, au •l tho' :\J.l,tcr of llunth· i> tokt'n 
homj•i in hi, HHlrria....:t• c•m tract ,\·ith Ellz.L · 
be t h, Corn\.:·;; of ~[,,r~y, to <lefentl the 
Inn· I ~. I Ie h ~ftc rwarolo tl c·.;i~naterl of 
Qu~rrelwno· l : an t! uyill t; before c 150i was 
succet:ucu Ly L1" son. 

A~·~t:s f\F SeTHER· 
l .. \,D of Torlooll. 
He obt.lilw•l the 
Jan• Is of ']'.) rboll, 
nn·l w:urying a 
hly who,c Chri>
ti :ln nante wa:; 
C1Hi st ina, left 
t hree son.;. 

[S,l. BELl.A, who mar
rieol Alexanrlt r 
TJunl ·nr of \\'e,t· 
ti e1•l. and h·1d n"' 
Lcr · d· .wry the 
\ant\:; of • Couze 
ant! other:;. 

l\l t::RIEL (l), whn 
Il!arrie•l Alexan
der Seton of )J d 
dnrw. 

I 
CHP.TST L\.:\" , who marrietl 

W illiam Olipb·u•t, secow \ 
son of the fir>t Lor• 1 Olit•han t. 
ller snct:~::.sion to h1·r I.Ltlle r· . ., 
e~ t at.: .s w~h cnnrc ... t .. :cl l.v ht.· r 
uncle a nrl con.,in, wh" nlln:et! 
she was of illc;.;itiru ~te Lirth, 
ant! t he prot'"'·' wns uot on ly 
p ursue•! j m!Jcially in the 
l:ico t ti.<h court s ant! at P.ome, 
b ut a lso with Lloo•l-het l 
among the l itigant.;. By ::.. 
decreet- nrbit ral in J ;; (o 7, tbe 
Iantis w ere divitler\, :~ n•l the 
!anti < in Caithness anJ other' 
g i..-en t o Ch r~>tian S'r tLer
lant!. She hnrl issue, ant! 
diet! before 1541. 

VOL. I. 

I 
1-

WTL LJ.\:\1 ::'l"TITETILAXD 
or QL".\ 1-H:.EL\\ono :~.:.o }) [F· 
FCS. 111 lt:rm.:; ofthe tlt>~\'et- t· 
arbitral l,t·twt-en ln m :tn•l Li:-; 
cou-.;u l'ltri ... ti.m , he olJtaiW..-'1.1 
a charh·r from K111~ JJ.mcs 
the f ,,llrth, on l .'th June 
150i, uf the !:tnt!; of Dutlu, , 
IJJ •OD L..:-r r•: :-;ig-1u1tion. lh· 
r e,iglle <l his !~no!< r•f DniTus, 
Qnarrt:lw votl, de., in ] [,:27 , 
in f,o\·our of hi:, d·le ... t sou, 
nnol tlieol ,h .. rtly a fterwar.l<, 
He marrtl.'d J.1.11d , tl.m~htP r 
of .-\ le...: an~Jcr l ll l lc::~ uf lone" . 
anct l1a• l i-;-.ue t wo 5oon<; nn•l 
a tbn;:ht· r. Ti e '"" oUC· 
ceet!ed Ly hi5 cloJe,t sou. 

I 
a 

I I 
:\ lCHOLAS :-iUTHF.R· 

L.\:-iD, call('il ~n n 
:mol apparent heir 
in 1 47~, \\ l·en ou 
t he rt·,i ;"Hation of 
hi; f.1t L•:r he rc
cci\'..-d a Lh:Lrter of 
t he b nol:; of Tor
Loll, Prr•n:-.y, an1l 
otllt•rs, [rontJnhn, 
Earl of Snther
l:mt!. Ti e tl:etl 
s. /'·' so a\,v tliol 

Du~ ,1.LD SeTHER· 
LA;;D, who is Dlfll
t onneo] in the chnr
ter o f hi:, bro ~ber 
H ubh. 

I 
I 

ll cG B ST'THE!lL.\~ D of rronsy 
anol T orl,oll , who, 011 :28th 
~l:Jrch 148~, '"" int'··ft 111 
1'orholl loy J•)hn, fa1l of 
:-intherl.ll!o\, as btir ot' hi, 
fath er, An f:us, ant! Lrother.<, 
K ichob< :J.To•l Dun~ltl. He 
died before J;,~.'i without 
male bsne, when the lanrb 
of T orbo ll ant ! other; were 
grante <l by A·hm :\D<l E liza
beth, Earl nntl Courote» of 
S ntherl.tn<l, t o \\'illia11• 
S utherland of nu!Tu<, "-' 
next h ei r- male. Hu .;h 
Sntherlaud, h owever, lett 
bsue a d:-.u:;Ter. 

b 
3 u 
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b 
_I_ 

WILLLDJ SUTIII}r(LA); IJ OF DrFn·s, A LE\ \ :<OF.H St 1·mr.nu~n. !le 1::!!7.\· CHI\I 5TI.\~ St::~liH!..\:<D, whll, 
wh,., h:J• l :- cru'i":n ~·L ttt: '--<.: ·: :. •·n ... ,. .. u•·•l the rt:d•·') 01 Duf- BETU, who 111 l~lU, on he;:r l;~tht.r's rc · 
2"2J J uly 1 5~7, nu,] on l~th Jnr. ·~ 1r.~9 f;t<; In,ru l1i:S r.~t~.er in l.~d·?, '''· rri c• \ st:;u:tti•"n,ltatla•:rvwu .:hartt:r 

~:~~Ji~-~!} ~tl~:t~~~;~~~· t~~t~1n;~t\:~;:}·.l;. ~.7 1c.~\~i~r:~~:~ 3 ~c:a~~~~~>~~~ th~~~:, ~::,rl ~~ h~·J~~:~~\1 ;,~: 1 !.1,1-~ri·;,l;~:.u~::.~ 
h i< mother 011 th bt uf t!.:\t lli"Utlt , such, he rooun•lc•l two anm· of Catth· bu,i.an,J. She wn, lllfdt h· 
when sbt: wn:; n wi•low. He o.cqTiln· l \" e: .. lltc:{ 111 the Cathe·lr.ll ness, the Earl and ('onLJtt.• .. .;, ,;r 
~keH·o irum J uhn Kinno.ir•l of th~t ilk, Churd1 of ~lvny fur the a1al ba·l Sntl><rbu.l on ~tit h Q, t l.er 
on l :it April }.~.~9, :lh•l in ::;qJtL"mlJCI" we::d of the ~nub of },i.., i5sue . J;jr;u, a-; l11·r L1tlu .. r's l!tir it• 
fullowin~. gavt~ Lis hon•l of manr~nt t.; f.a tbt:r, unther, l :-other, :u .. l T ·)r; .-,11, \ \Ill• h t'\ f) \'t·.lr"' 

Alt:xan•h·r, .'l.nlcr of ~u:L:..rb1u!. l'e oth·~r...:. l o l.5H~ h\_· W:l'i ltll' r sh<' Tt."l·:u···J ),y .~\•but 
W!l"i kille·l tn the ~wl of 1:,:.!~' l•y the cur.\tDr of his !!l':.&U•hat:}l1tew, I~t-;fl, her hu,lJ.IWl, 1;1 f.a\'('t,r 
cla!l G uu o ac Thurso. He left a son. Al<X:Jwkr ::;uthcrland or of .AlcxauJcr ;:,utl>ul:mJ of 

l _________ v_u_fh_"_· ---; l>utfuo. 

\\'ILLLDl SvTflEf!L.\~D OF Dr-Fn:s , wlio 1·:~ < infeft \n Torlooll on 2i th SeJ•lcnJht·r 1535 on a precept of c!f1r' 
co>tsl•d hy .\,bm, Earl of ::5ut!Jt;>rbJJ•l. Un ~ ~tl1 AJ•nl 154:2, ht: wa-., sc.rv~tl bctr·.:.:(:u··ral :: • hi" htlwr, aud on •;th 
J uly fvllo\\iDf,: li:td a charter irom Kiu>! J.Jiurs tile ~ 1f·>, to Lim,elf au• I Ei1llhth ;,te\I<Ut, hi.; Wlfe, of the bn·b 
of \l turrelwood nnJ Lid;~te. llc dic.l hfue bl~, leavin;; three sons and a •hligLtcr. 

I -n 
ALEX.·ISDE r.. St:TITET:L.\C\ D ~F Dt::H t:$. "hv ~~~··c•edcd in 1549, 
while~ tuiuor, uual h;.~J tr~ln~Hlll}•t:i m~u.h.· of ~L n:r:llt:arly cli.nten~ 
of Tor bill!, ant! iu 1554 l'y <li;pensltiJD from 1·:> supenor, he bem" 
still iu 111mority, , •. Js infeft in :-;hlho, Torr.rll, an•l o~her l.lnd,;, 
\\hich were ~re~..:t~d tL:o tL·:o lJ:nun\' o! ' ktll.n lll ][.f~. He rt!
ccived a charter of a11 lli~ l:lnoi:-; fforu Qn•:-,.n )t.nY Iii l~·;:]: an•l 
l ~tcr r cvil·e,J the controv~r.-y with t he O!q>hlllb ai><'U t th e C~ith· 
n~::;s lanJ~. seizlog anrl k~-=:pin!:?: w1tl• hh htlJ!!Iers f..._r :1. time !hn 
ca>tle of .Genioble. H e n·~rr:c•l (c .. t.t•.,.;t t.i ... :d ~ti:h J;·n·.;~ry 
1552·31 Janet, dau.j,ter of .J.uue' Gr:111t of F1c>l ·hi,•, wl10 oJ<r· 
liretl },itu, an•J ru:urie1l, serull•ily, beture 1~77, J...LJLl'S Dc::wpbter 
of Aucht~rless . lie died about 1510. 

"'n.LI.\~ I Sc·nn:ra.\:O.D of r,,·,·lick, who i, a 11:it· 
nc3s in ch:trtt-J's t·) lll~ d·h·..,t lJrotbt:r tn l[.tj:!. 
He torok p•rt in tl•c C.•J•ture of tl1~ c:··:!c I)! 

Rerrilhle '' ith hi~ by, 'ht>r.; in ].)(;.;, ;"Lt•i ;.1~ tl.i~ 
hl;.rnin~ of tl11~ clPlP'h nf D•Jrtt>~Lli. j.;;. ... ··~· i ~ -J 
har t: broken <'l'':u ti!e cotfin of ~t. Gi;l.c:rt ~1.T1d 
s~atter~·l Li., a.,lll'S. 

I 
ALEX.\~D E P.. 

::i lJ Tll ERL.\~lJ 
uF Dl'nt:s, his 
t:!dest son, sue· 
ceeJ.-J whil.: ,till 
in non~&e. ll ~ 
n1o.rri~d Lady 
f: lizabeth Siu· 
clai r , Jaught er of 
Geo r;;e , fourth 
E.ul of Caithneso, 
b utdyin!(s.p. ,was 
succe~dcJ oy his 
brother " 'ilii:tm. 
Sh e m ar ric•l, 
second ly, Hu~h 
i'ol ackay of F nrr. 

~ICH •L.\S St Tlii'P.l..\:\ll, who is al <o :> tt:tne.<s 
t.) ch.:~.nt r . ..; i;l:tntt..·l to h1~ eLl• -,t br•HL£"r in 
l 5Li:!. H e "' Gt~J at th~ takmJ of the c:l..tl~ 
of Berridak 

I 
I 

"I'; JL LI A:'oi Sl:T JJ EP.L\~ D OF Dr_-nrs, sncceedeol his el·l~r 
brother hetore l<:th U~ tolo .·r l51:l, when a< bird of llutlu; 
he contrncte• l n"rri:~~~ '' tt b Lo•lv ~Iar~aret :;mclau·, a 
, .OUII!:!eT dduc:;hter oi c;·,,.,,.~e, fvurth. Earl ot C'.lithne,s. In 
i :>~O he ratJile•l t o .\lex:>IJ lcr, l::.tr! of:-<nth•·r!:lncl, the honJ 
of m~nrent nw.•l •· lJy bts r.~:lt granJf.tth~ r to .\l~x:lU•i~::r, 
~h ... ~~r of Sn!.l l··rl:111d. t l,t· t·arl' .. .!r:P~•lf,ltlH·r, rm J,l ~ ~'.'"!Ui· 
~~li L' U ur ~kelho, :o.r:tl tn LJ5~ La·l t!.c lan·ls of Du rtu., , 
Quarrc.:l\\OOJ. Gtt, .. hi1•, au•l otl1cr~. erectc\l into tl1e b:1.rnuy 
or Duffus. L~tcr, he was :lJ>jl<JinteJ on t he CO\lli•,ll uf the 
Earl oi A thole to keep or•ler in the north. ll is tir;t wife 
b:1' i!tg dit'tl, l1e nt:lnit:•l. :-.t-~o tully, Lt:'fore 100 I, ) b.rgaret, 
d.lU~htcr o! \\'illi:JnJ ~bcmtooh of Dunnchton, re!tct ot 
Dun-,·an Gr~nt . y oung~r, of FreucLi~? . ~n<l abo of Alex
ander l_;•)rJon, ynun);er, of Aberr:elolie . H e JieJ in l •llti, 
lea ring ~.,ue three sons nuJ n daughter. 

I 
J .l~!E< C:rTHEHL\:\D 

of Kin:'tarie, "Uo 
r~ ceiYe•l in 15~~3 
frnm Li ... l,rt•ther 
\ \ illi··m the ian·b 
of K ~<H.mc iu 
~ am·.-hire, •.·n the 
O<'CJ<iou of l11s 
II J!Irri~.:e to \'io· 
let, d~u~hter of 
Thoma< Fr:t.<er o( 
:-5tno heo. II·· b~·l 
i, ,ue, l·nt his UJ,lie 
<lescent!ant:; be· 
C:LIIlt:' tXtinct ::s.lJOll t 
Iii~ . 

I 
Euz.,. 

BETU, who 
Dl~!Th··l 

Ardtil .. t!,J 
lh•n.!l.t~ of 

rl:ttn· 
tlr:r....-:1,.\ 

:.-nn ot tLt.• 
f!t .:er1t. 
)lort·.>n, 
~wl Laol 

bsue. 

I 
~,--------------------~~~------------------~~------------, 

WILLL\. '.I S t:T IIET:L\.C\D J.\)lfS ~r:rnEP.L\:<u of Kinminit:e. tutor Jom St'TfH Itr.I:<D of ~1.\ll<.:\nFT. 
OP' DLFf"t"S, was St"TVtt l a~ of Dutlu ... , h:t•l tht':' car~ of ld.,. nrphtow ClnJ•·, \\ h(• 1..: ire- "1111 m:liTll'•l 
heir to hi~ father on 3(•th Jurin!; lJi." n1iuurity He aC(jUirv•l l\in· c.pl~utlJ· m,·Jttl•JJu·•l (·· .. utr:l· t •!:ttt"-1 
.A pril l 6lo. ll e m~niet!, in nunit1t· fr <•m .l.IIJ'e' Grant oi l'reuch Je , :c• t'k111~ 1 .r l "1th :!lth :\<.•\t':t~Lcr 
) ti l :!, J ean, Jam:htcrof J ,>J, u an•l f;J,ri rh , L•·1·ii•'. anol otl:~r< frnm h .< l,r•)th• ,, 101 l. · .1 )o:JO) 
Gra:~t of Freucli ie, who <llr· J ohu ~l urr1 1· <•f .\I•Jrscoo~; iu Joi~l. lout ail !lr,. li e h,.•l Col. 1: 'l..rt 
,.i,·eU hil!l, an•l m:HtU!'•l, TP'ii .;llc•i tit~~~ t •l hi' n«:"!JLt'w in lr_il :l. i."\:')llc l."t la l' n .. 1.!e .\ftlllfv ~·~' 
secnn,Jiy, Thorn~< \ lac kenzie I lc 'urnrc•l t11\ 113; ~ a~l 1.~·1 '''""• l11oe .1\•o iWC1tll•: ex· I ·wlJ·, ·.r.• l 
of Plu>~arnen. ll " •he• I io ],ut h1s malo line b~~5rn.: exttuct al.out tin ct aiJullt I ~ ~·J. ,), col i:o JnJ.;, 
October l ti2ti, lcavit1g b-.~te. 11~3. lt:-lnL::; :-.~utt. 

I 
c 
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I I 
f.\IR ALBXA~PEP. SrT!lf.T:LA:\P <•F Pl'n'l's, Fll<ST LOI~[I 

lJlJl·l 'l'.:S. !h. \',,L.-. Oll!) ..... ! .J\,( 1:\'e y · Lf.., •·: :t~· · ,,]n_•JI Lc ~nr· 
t..~c,le1t. and was SL·rvc•L },ci1· to l:i-. f.Lth' run 11 th .J:,uu.arv ltY~:-, 
his unCic .. L:~nws l,ci11~ ~·.:rYt>d as Lis tat<,r ott t:u.· .. HIH' d.l)·. !I t
was infeft iu Li s lnn d'l in ]l'il1. t1t> wafll•'.\ l.:'ldy .h·an ;\hl"· 
kenzie, d:1.c.ghtcr nwl c0-hcir of l'·d in, tLr:-.t l...:.Lrl of ~l~af•,rth, 
an•l wiolow of J "lo n, ~fns tt•r of ]\nri•l.de, by w!lt>m Ia· ha• l 
four sons. After ht·r ,J,·uth in lGh b,• wr·nt nlon•a•l, lout re
tnrne•l to Sc•Jtlan•l "itb Ku·~ Cbark' tLc :-;,.,,"11·1 in Jr;:,tJ, ~u·l 
wus by hira creal !<l a re,•r, with the ti.le or L•r•l 1•"!1"'• m 
the followin; yenr. lle "'"' then intn -teo! Wl'h lht· tlckllt'e 
of Fet·th af!a.in.st the troops or tht.: 1'•'11111lOII\\L':dtli, l!tl l Wa:i 

obliged to ~urn·n .ler to ( 'rounrell. lle wa') t~•rt·..:~: nft•·rw:u.l-, 
mntried, lois sccon,L o;ife locin;: the tift h tl.ul~hter .. r :-,r 1: lhcrt 
Innes of I nne::;; hi.'-' thirtl, La·lv ~l.1. 1'~r·lrt:'t ~tt:'' :u t, ;:;._.r:nn•l 
tlan·;J,ter of J ames, lit'th F ,rJ of ~l ·Jr~y; :tlHlln' foourth, .\lc r
gartt, el•le>t d:u•J!I:t.·r of \\ ilha:n, rltl<'~.th L•w•l F •11,,,, ,·,.ho 
alterwanls IWl.rncd f:,ir t:-,;,l'l t l;ur•il•D c.,' 1 }·Jtll·HhtulL Altx
anrler, Lonl D ulltl-5, did ou 3bt Au;u't ltj; l. 

\Y[[LJ.\~1 SLTI!r.Hl.I:>D, 
\\ ho I.., 1114 IJt\(lUCtl In 
t1Jt• t ~"-t;liiiCat of }Ji:; 
I. rot h c· r i n 1 tl i 4. 
ll~ lo.-1·1 the lauols 
pf I on•rha ........ i~· in 
1•)~ 4, anol hn<l i'sue. 
l i1 ~ gr~at-,;rraH,ls•Ju , 
L ieuten~nt llu!.!'h 
!:; 11th e rl an tl of 
t-; , dJ\: ''":.t"~, on a 
f•f{' Ct' lJt of clan_• CtTit

;!.•1 by .E:hzahcth, 
L\·n ute,s of SutiJel'
lau <l , infeft in l'nl
n a 111 :'1. i IJ, i n 1 7 S 5, 
nno[ 11'.1S still ahYe in 
1~1:!. 

I 
J orr:; :';rrrri'P.L.\:>D, 

t:tllerl hrootb·r r,f 
tloe !.lin! of Dntr.n 
in ltil.•, \',hen l:e 
w·1...; :q•poiq• .. ,] c:t 
the CO!ltli..Ji --,itJll Uf 

supply iur tLe 
COUIIt)' O{ Ll!;lD. 
lie Wtti a lieutt'll· 
ant-cc.lonel. He 
m.:1.rried lt:IJiltraLt 
•btc•! i•h ''"'! lOtiJ 
)larch Jr.;ou) [,,,. 
l..e!la, el•le,t rlaugh· 
tt:r or' Davi·l Ho:,..; of 
Baiu'l~•JWU hut dh: 1 
s.p., b'·i;; ''-drJv,· r.: r
ryw~ Jame> lc1. ··s 
of Lichno:t. 

I 
I 

JA3!Ei;, s~::co:;n LOTil> DUFtT:", who ~u,·ecc•lt<l hi.< fath·~r in lt];t l!t• hec:,me 
a privy council10r iu J,;;,,j," 'h·:re•l to tt,., c:111-e of K1u; \ l'illi:llll tl•e 'l'hu·,[ at tile 
ne,·olut ion , anJ. tl..ltol~ the oat11 ot alh:giauLr:. F·Jr ktltl!IJ l~ l'" " ut' K11li1L<l.Ct.' hl! lt:L·l 
to take rel\t;P in En:;l.n.w.l for a tiru.c, UILttl hi=- pto·l·~~ "a-; n.rran..;,·\1. .Frurn variuu"' 
cau~~:s hi.;; e-.tate"i 1Jt:~:·•Hilll1 ~ t·tnl•,lrr~s')t'(l. he !)"''l t!1dn to his s•·cunll i iJD, .Jam(!:: , 
wbo haviu;; acqutreJ. tb~ IIIOIH:j' in lu:tn h'IJ[J} l I IJ.!lL .. Ir tJl Th1l1111ertnn, :U.i•l r:ot u~ing 
ahle to repay it, wa::; ohlJ:,.:·· 1 to ~~...11 tlwm to ll nn~,ar . . Jan.~~, LDr,l [)ull n'-, Inar
r ied (contra~t •hteol .'•th Septcml•er )t;; .J) L:o•ly _\!..• ~~ro:t ~{:td.;ru ce, ddo.,t dau;hter 
ef Kenneth, thin! I:::,· I of :-;,·~!·}rt~'• ~ll·l ha•ll,>'le. 11·: cite< I on ~ lth ;o;el'tewber liU5. 

I I 
THE Ho:;. )!ARGARLT, w!,n 

is rnt.·ntion e•l in Lt:: 
fattier'~ 11 ill in lr)i l "i:it 
h er sister. 

THE Ilox. fiE:<r.JETT.l, 'o\! . .., 
Yl lani~· l GcrJr~~, f1 ;U!'th 

Earl of Li11lith;:o:ow, '"'ll
out i .... sue. 

I 
I 

KE:.\XETH, Tamo l.Of:D DL'fFl:S, til<' 
eldest <on , ~nccee·le•l hi, f.1tl•er inl ;o,o, atHI 
t oo k th ~ oath, an•l!Ji, ·"'at in p.Jr!iament in 
1706. ll e wa :; a rat·t:-tl!l in (~ U!.'L'11 :\ruw'..; 
navy, and wa.., al1S1?l1t 111 til4' \\",•.t ln ,ht>-, 
when his fath<r•lie•l, on wltith ~CC<)1111l the 
period for hi,; enterin~ heir t•> hi> 1.1ther 
w as extenrle•l. l\'1t! • 1: i- 01111 , '.ip only h·~ 
on oue occasion en~.1,::;~ ! t:i;Lt F11 ~:rh 111•'11· 

ot'-wart and was t:l ii:'·T! I• • i"I•Ut.:r i·y· tia~.:iu 
after ret:'t:i dn•; li\'•' LJdl..-t;-; in l115 Ll1•1.\·. 
lie VOl·:• I fot• the Ll ; oll , lout tuvk r·~ · t !II 
the I~e hdlion of lii.:J, ~.,,) ''"' forfeited. 
\Vl1eu ahroa1l Lelt>anH:d that hew~ .... ht>in,.:; 
sou,..ht for, ant! surr·:nd•:re•l him"..! f. :Ill• I 
was

0 

Stnt from Haml.ur.!. to the TowL"r nf 
Lonclon, but"'"' lt bcr.ttet! in ]~14. lk 
then entered the Rll ~-.Lm n:1' :l 't!n 1r~. 
nnll became tla_; onicl·r. Ht! di .. ·rl aLon t 
li34. He rnarrie•l Chnrl••tte t'hrbtl .lll , 
daus;hter of Eric ~'"i,Iaole, go1·ernor of 
Gotten burgh, an•l h~·l i.,ue. 

J 

I I I I I I I I 
'I'm; Hn:-~. J .\.liES S; nn !:· Tm: Il •):<, \\'JLLI.U! Tm: Ho:>. ELI:!Al:ETH 

I..\:"iD, adrocatc, the ::; l' T n £ R L.\,; n of :-)t"THE!~L\..'\'0. 

SL(~ (Jn .J 3011, WJ~ hrr~l to J~o~cCOIIIDlOn . n~ T .. ll~·s F :s- . 
th e !.w:. lle ~c·pmed n•:trnc,J · (contract ~E- · · " R.\. t E.> 
the DutlJ< ,.,t~t •. , loy tb!etl ~·)th aral ~~" o.wTHF.f:L\. D. 

Io,,n,[fr•.nnhislathcr,m" l Oct obe r 1 jll~ ) Tar. Ilo>X. IIr:;KHTT\ 
iul71 ".!u1Jt3ill&'tLt•lt·\'IL ~t Jl t'len, ei•le ... trl:Ht!!'h- :-:5L"TH LnL.\:'\D, 1 .. •rn 
ot :c·irtoltl·atiou tl1neof tc r ot William J• ntl' 2l>t FeLruarv Jtit.J. 

~~~:~i~~,l~~~l!•:t~/.:~c\t~:J~th~t~:; ~~ ~~;.'!j1i~~~n~~:~l~(~~ T n. ~ ... 1:! 0): •. ·~r d R L 
JJ anlo.tr o!' Thll lt•!tr~»U, F1fo•, II < \ooook part t;G' l!I·.~Lj'~D, ": lw 
}[ f· mal'IJ•·d 1-.l u .I,dh. in the l~ t.:Ldliou of nJ :t!'Tl•: f ~~liL.5 ·"""· 11f 
only~uni,in·.!' ... 1,il,l.u:d 1715, !lftLr\\Lkbbe c aJr 0 • t'!. ~ 11 ' 
1n·irt! ·i of ~ir \\"illi:un WL·nt al.roat.l. ile ~~~~her gr~ft j~~;~~t~: 
~::~\~~ · ;:r)~~~\';.',t1~i~'l~~·;~ died s.p. t weltth Earl of 
douot (:.·r·l~)lJ .... to"'ID,\\liO THE no~. J o H~ Caithtaess. 
d:,:• l iu l7.:J·;, :tll•l a:-.,~nn- St."THI::RL..\~0. THE ITo~. KATR.\· 
i11 .~ t lu; ~UTll:llllt' ot Dun- RI':'-."E Scrnr:HL.!.:"O, 
har, wa.s ,·r,·:~tt"d a h.Lro- T n E H o ~. ..-\LEX· who m:uriet.l J ~,..l.n 
net ou IO: h p,.,.,.ntlotr A:>DER Sl'THER- Cuthbert, tO II'll· 
J;o};, II • dl··d I,cfu re LA:'iD. Clerk of luverne-<, 
17J~) ~ n.nil h.1~l i_...,_.,ne. awll:~d i"i .... ue. 

I 
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I 
I I I I I I I I i 

F.r.J C SUT IIERLA::\D OF T HE II 0:-1 . Sw\\'n r.r.~~. rlJ t:"~B .\R,B.l rO · ,J., \trs JA~n, \•.horllarri···l.fir.•, .J .. l·1 

Pt~r-r1.:=', \\1 10 v·a~ l.r.rn in C'lt\1~· nl·i, jof lft.-l·}·r:g.;, wlJt) :'llC· S CfHI-1~~ :-:mrlair of }::ll'rO' : .. ; :~J.d 

~~~! ~i t l/~. ,~z ~~ J:f, ,\1;~;.~{~} ~~~~~:~- ~ ~,~:i:·;i\.-t~;~ ~':i'u,~~~~h'.~ .. ~~~~ ,,,~~;~:~·-r ~~~~~~~\~~Y;,S ~~~-·~ \:·r~ ·a,··~ 
t hat w ar tl'" llou:oc •.1f Lo:tl;; LA::i!l. <l.n!•;h:o·r nuJ !wire'- oi in tl•~ ha• l i ;;ne t o l.cth. 

~\':!' \ :~~~;~~ ~t~~:~[ \'f~;{u~~ TI!F.Ilo ~. t!~f"'i';~:;/'~'~'~'~j~~";~·t:~~: nr:;;~·.i i ;r~ C' U.\lt r.om, wl:<>"m:nr:l'•l "•r 
H e W.lS :t c:. pt ... in in the :\ :-;::;,, ~eco~•ll_,· , toJe:tll, • b~~htt• ; J .llllOI•·n, \\' illi:~m.Silld.m of li:t·t•·, 
Io::!rl of f; uthul:m•l'< rcgi- S•·T I! Ell· o f [la\t• l ::'iHdnr oi :<.,uti•- iu 1..1:!. :tiJJ hao \ 1--u~. 
meolt. He Plan iet l hi< con- l ~~fl. who <Inn, ·'·1'· ; an•l tlHnlly, to S.f'· ll h I:LII.A!IETH, "h .. 1,, tr: :. ·l Eri< 
$iu Eliz.d,<th, ol:ln:lo·.cr of luarri:• l lleun...tta, ohu,-loter of l·r·>tLer :-;u:1 11·rhl•ol, .... 11 , r tl.o· . :,,,,1 
~i';,~;~:\'1, ~~~\~~·:7:."f l: ~~r;::i ~:{;,\;',11~ t~l\~1\r lr:~lee ~far:~~·~,~~~~ wa~/hr~·t'] l.orJ JJ dill•, aHiio<l '''"'' 
nt S ktho on :!~th An,:n<t l 'albi.;ki of nnol tlon·e da u:.:l1 te rs. li e heir in ~!.\CilEL , who " ' t:ro ... f .1m ,., 
1 ; uS, sctnire< l loy loi.:; w ife S wetle!J, d ieol in li ~~ - fl i> children 1 i til), Sut loerbll'l or b11~wdl , ~~~ 1 
u nttl ~1 st J uly 1~ 00. I had i>•Ue. · 

,---!1 1 __ __,.1- ---.1---.1 I .\_ I I iII 
C.H'T.I t:> ,J.Ul ES S !"f[J- Axr.EY E r.rz .u: ETH, ' '" ho CH IRLOTTF., :" I I! Rf.); .TA:.\11 :\ P. oBEnT J.\~TT nnn \t:, 

E t:L.\ ::\ Lo or lJrHr~, Sl'THER· lll~l'fio>ol,tlr, t , ('~p - wi:o ntar- ~l;TIJ !::1-:L\:S D St:"T HE!<· "·hn '""'" th• 
" ho w:L~ loont in li ~ ~. r.A~D, wl,o ~;t;nA•e:nn.!rr:':•n· ri l•l.:iir .Jolo u D lJ :\ B A f: OF 1. \X V ronly Sllr'.'ll''": 
a n•l in l iiO w•.• r e- tl.c·l S.J>. chir, 5on r>f "-~ !-'iu,·lair c,f lferPR!G3, who D t::X· rhil•l .-.f tl. 
t nnr~· l 1 1ei r· ~eneral to W rlti:tmSm··hir of :.\ ley , and wO< horn 011 :2-tb ll.~R . l1r<t ' "arn~:,·, 
},i< f.ttlter, Er ic. T he Keiss, nn·l b·l a b~J b.su~ , .l pril 17t51. l ie an d hclre-. • t 
t1 tk of 1 .-• R!l llt·n-rs so!J, wbo •lie.! S.f'.. J .iT."'• Jnarrie• l, on l Oth \\' est fi c 1 ,J. 
w ; ~ :-t l t :~turt'~l in his t'-/1·; s~:~nndly , twelith lh:ceml~er 1~5 !, Sh~ r.l:!nit·, l 
h1 0t. r hy Act of P ar- Charles::iind~:r,o f Earl of ,Tanet, e l oJ es t T hnu.as ] IIIII· 
l i:"llcl: t t nl ~ :!•l. hu t he Ol rig , a nrl ba• l a Ca1tbnes•, dau;:h t er of hnr of GmrL::e· 
•lir· l in t he followin<> sron wbrJ rli~l s.p. , and others. G cor~~ ~[ao:kay Lill,11hothe~,. 
ye.lr, S.J>. T bt• tltf,: ar:• l th ree ol.lu.ril · cf }:,~l:!ou·e (v:ho u pou took tL·· 
wa~ then :t•<Unot••l b, t ers ; au• I, tl:ir.ilr. .-\ ~::iE , who' •Ecol- <'ll l [.th desi~ation tlf 
b .i o:ou,i n, l'.i1r l !e!lj :i- on 5 th Ll~cduLer m~nied tl tt< ~I arch 1 '~ ; ), Ii e We;tn~k! . aiJol 
m in .:;utl.e rlanJ Du n- I ii::!,Jarues P.u•lol. H••u. Gcor:!'e suo:e~e·le•l to the had issue. 
l ·~ r of ll e!U pri;;•, as B. A., rector of ) be by o-f ti t le of Lor.! Duf-
hdr-male, b!! t his ri :rh t Xe wt on Kyrnt· , S kil>o , and h.:s, as sixth 
to do '" 11'.\-' di'pn t , ol aud Full S utton , ho.ol i-sue, Bar•)n , iu 1 3~ 7. 
by the Rev . E ric k \'(ll,·kshire , aud haJ Eric, Lor•! Ti e died in ) la y 
R u•hl , h is neJohew, a s iss ue. I R eay , a nd 1543, anJ haJ 

heir of-1m_ ···---,---------'- others. b sue. I 

I I I I 
T RE I:n-. J .1~! ES G EOP. GE Rl.'TllEP.- C'.iPT.lr.i 

F.Rl('K I:l' [l D S t:THER· L A::\D D U ;:\ DAR, I:.uB J::n'!' 
oF Taon~ E, u :-; o s r. >n ,TH LOR D S c- THEHL.\~D 

near Doncaste r, !: li nD. DUFFUS, wh o was D t::<ll.\ R of 
" ho clallllc• l hom ou ti th J une Lathrnn 
t he trtl ~ o f ll !l~ . anti 'uccee•led W het!. He w~s 

LorollJ ntfu, ns in )by ISn. li e lwru •m l-:! th 
heir ·l;~IJeral , dieoi on ~5th A u- A ('nl h .·l, :m•l 

guot 1Si 5, unmar- o.l ietl un man ie.l 
r ied, an ti hi • on ll t h 
e~t a. tt: g pa"!ied to August 1 S~ T . 
h i.; gra n• lne l·hew, 
G ard en D u nba r 
D uft 

I 
Lorrs.\ , who m~niecl,- E LIZ.l. 
on lith Se]·t~mhe r l~O.) , BETH , 
Gar·le n Dull' of lbttoo, who die• I 
a n• l d iet! on ]uth J nne unruar· 
J .-ti5. ll r· r busban• l r ieJ. 
<l1c• 1 on l 5ch .\larch 
l ~.:i3 . T lt el' had bsue. 
T hei r grnn•l.,on , G:lf-
Jen fl unloa r lJ utf, sue· 
ce•:tl t:d in lSi 5 to the 
e,t~te~ of his gran·l -
uncle, Geor . ..:e, seVt:!'ll h 
nntl l"->t L01tl D ullui. 

E LIZ.UlETH. 

AUX.l::iDR!.'<.I. 

WILL!.UU~.\. 

I 
fi E::<R I F.TT.i, w1o.o 

ll l:\rr,\··1 \Vi:::. 111 

Smcbir \\ '•1:<\· .. 
of~l)utb·lau, ~ : ... 
JicJ Ill ~~~l.11o•l 
ldt j, .. ttc. :""'·,._· 
rl i··tl on 3·1 :;., 
wml.~ r b . •J. 
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~\._TI).IOTIL\. L I>E.\.T~IXGS OF THE E .\TILS OF 

SUTIIEHL.\X D. 

TH E SutherhnJ f.lnlily, althou~h l d~hc r in r:tnk, tlo 11nt :~ppcar to have been great in 
heralJry like t he IJougla~e:; afll l Li111k1.p, whose c arlo lom~ \YCrc junior to thos•' of 
Sutl.crbnJ. T he olde~t ar:norial seal in t lli:; C•)llect iuu i.'! th:tt of " "ilti:tm, fi fth Earl 
of Sn therlanJ , whose fir~t count.::~~ was the Princess :1Iurgarct Druce. His armorial 
seal is st ill prl':;t:rn:d, anJ :m cn;; r:tYin~ of it is gi n ·n in the pre~cnt work. 1 On 
referring to the cngravin ;-, it wilt loe Sl'<' Il that it is :1 small seal, similar to the 
armorial seals of the Stewart.:; awl other families of t! btinction at tLe t ime.2 The 
shiclJ bears three st~us ur mullets, with•)ut sn pport l'rs or crest, hu t with beautiful 
t racery aruuntl the <: lli ~:l J , mnl the Li rcmn~cript iun of 1\'illialll, :Carl of Sntherland. 
The seal is too omal. l to aJmit l'f t he t i n .:t ure~ being indicatetl, eithtr in the fie],[ or on 
t he mullets. I:ut it m:ty be fa irly ittfencd tl,.l.t t hey v.erc tLe same as h:tve been 
used by the Sutherbntl f;l rnil.' · e1·er siu ce, that i.;, gules, three tuulkts or, being t be 

colour" bhzonetl Ly Sir D:n·hl Lin·b:l) in I.:i 12. 
Althouc;h the sc:tl of 1\"iltiam, fifth Earl of Sut herland, in 135 7, is the oldest 

which ha~ been disconre•l as n0w cxbtin~. t h~·rc is c1·i~lence Clf an earlier seal Leiog 
u~ed loy his uncle, 1\"itl i:lm, t he thin! Ear l. auol :tpp~n·le<l, with the ~r:~h of other 
ScutlisL magn:llL'3, to the letter Rent t•' Ph ilip. Kin:.; .,f rra!lo'l', in f:l\'0111' uf King Robert 
the Druce, d:ttell fro::n St. .\ ndrt:ll·~, I Cth .J[an:h I :;o.~ . ~ir J:oLc1 t G••nlon states tbat 
t he E:trls of SutherhnJ, L~nnox. 11!•1 r:.),,, ::\ll•l tl[r.,r.; other.> Lf the lliJbility of Scott'·lnd, 
directc•l that Jt.tt~ r to the Frctl(·h kin;. Sir I:oL~rt :t<lols, .. wltidt write, yit extant 
among the 1•nblick r e;;i~ters of tLi> kin;;•l••!n, we.:; tlatc·•l at Sanct .\n.trl'We3, ::tn t! sealed 
with the seale• nf :tll the ll •ll•l<>:; tl.••r p· •.ocut; \\·b.:r the Earle uf Soutlt':.'rlauJs armes 
are thrie starr~s or llJilktte~.'· :. . 

The let te r tu the French king is .>tilt presen·eJ iu Ti er .Jbjc~ty's General Register 
llouse, Edinburgh. It Lc:u s t lt:lt t he Earl of :-iuthcrlaotl w:ts one of the parties to tb e 
letter, but his se:tl of arms is uot now appcnJe,J. The lapse of t ime since Sir Robert 
Gor•lon \\Tote in 1 G:30 appears to have l>eeu prt>jnolicial to the J u.:ument, :ts there are 

1 \ ·ol i. of thi3 work, p. 37. 
2 T he se:d, in oize ::~n t! in om::~m ~ nbl 

tr::~c ery, is simibr t o tb::~t of Thoma~ I!::~n-

V'OL. I. 

uult•h, I:arl of ~I o ray, in I ;; 14. (Laing's Seals, 
\' OJ. j J'· JJ.'i.] 

3 ~ir r:.obert GorJon': Ilis~o ry, p. 37. 
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now more blank ta:;~, without scab, than tLer.:- are seals remainiug, these Lcing oiJ!y 
fonr, :1~ repr••oent ~d in th~ f't,~r:n·iug of the letter in the .\cts of J',,rJ iameut.l There 
ea"l be uo doubt, LLl \\'i:.-cr, that th•~ seal of \\"iUiam, third Earl of ::iuthLrland, haol l·c~a 
attached tu the lct ,cr wLeu i• w~.s iusJ•ertcd hy Sir l!obc rt Guru"n, a~ he cuul,J IIJt 
have described it without actual i11spection as '' thrie titarre:s or mnlettcs:· T!JC:re art' 

no ti11ctures mentioncu hy Sir Robert. 
The.oe armorial h ·ariug>, as shown Ly these two early seal~, in !303 atHI l ;:.:·, i, 

·were prubably inheritell f rom the enrliest owr:;er~ of Sutherland, llugh Frc~k ill, an•! ab•• 

from hi~ father, Fre~kiu the Fir.,t. ::\o armurial bcariugs have be~n dif>Co\"ncd a>~ U,,na: 

by the,;e two SntLcrbnd ancestors. 
The ntxt armorial seal in point of dnte is that of .John, eighth Earl of SutLerlan.J, 

which is ar•rent!<••l to a prerept of sasine by him in fJ.\"Our of Hugh. sou of An,;•l" 
Suther lane.! of Turb.)ll, dathl ~~lth ~Iarch 14 !) :?. The shield bears tLn:<: mullet.; ,,j 

more points than U5nal on Smherhnd seal:<, ar.d there is also above the helmet a stag·~ 

ltt:aol fur erc:st, as will be seen from the en:;ranngs of the seaJ.2 Thi~ crest i:; the 
carlbt that has been found u5ed by any Earl of Sutherl:\llol. It was probauly auopt~·l 
<•S a!•Jll'Opriate owing to the popular Ldief that deer of all kin•h attaiueol to a 

greater size in SutherlauJ tLan iu auy other northern county. The stag's Lear! "·a, 
more appropriate for cr<>st than the punning or cauting cat. crest, iutroducd for the 
fir~i t itnc by S:S Robert Gordon fJr the Earl:! of Sutherland, and also for his o" u 

family t~f Goruonston. Sir l~oLert's reason for adoptiug this cat crest is unknown, but 
he certainly repre.;;euts in his !ti..story that these animals in Sutherland were very strun,.; 
awl \1 il• L lie may ha>e atlllc· l the IUOtt<), "Sans peur," to mark their ferocity , IJr 
!1e may hare meant the crest to represent the diotrict of the Cacti. 

l'p to the t ime of the ei:;htb Earl of Sutherlan1l, who surl'i\"etl till the ye:1r I .5 0P, 
all tLe eviueuce attainable shows that the armorial bearings of the Earls of Sutherland 
,,·ere three mullets with a stag's head for crest. That earl was the father of Lady 

Elizabeth Sutherland, who succeeueu her brother in the ear!Jom. ·ner marriage with 
Adam Gordon of Aboyne, son of the I:arl of Huutly, led to remarkable changes in the 
armorial Learings of their descendants, as well as to the introduction of the surname 
of Gordon in place of Sutherland. T1e 8eals used by the conntes.s and her buob:wd 

ha'l'e not been ascert:lined. But in the year 152!) their ;;on, .Alexander Gordon. ;\la-tLr 

1 Act.~ of the Parl iaments of Scot land, \"ol. i., engra>ing facing p. ~;;a. 
2 \"oL i. of this work, p. G!J; \"Ol. iii p. 37. 
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of Sutherland, used a sra l chargcJ wi th three mullets on a chief and a buar's bea•l, for 
C: udl~tl, ia L~~"· 1 

ll is s'm ,fohn, ttuth :Carl of :-i ut!J~rl.m,J , !Jad no t;~wer tlwn four diffe rent armorial 
scub. We le:.~ru from Sir llav i,l Lill•.k1y's ll er.t!J ie ~ l:tuu~criJ,t of L:i t :2, u<:fore n::f•'rrcd 
t o, that the t inctnrc5 of the t:nrl'3 armoria l loeariu;;s were gules, three mullets or, wldd1 
are J uly bhu:oneJ loy Sir David, who ab0 bl.iz•;ns the arms of GorJon, Earl of Snthrr
lanJ. These t\\"o t.b zons are rt'prudt!Ct'U in t il e annexeJ f.tesimilcs. An••ther 
hcrahlie work of a sowewhat lat'"r •hte, known a3 J ;.uncs " ·or1:man's :II"., L>G.':i-IJIJ, 
give-; t he s:uue t i n cture~, adJiug: " Cre~t, a sta;;':> head proper ; motto, ' Dut Sicra r ' ; 
supporter::t, a grcyl ,onuJ, collareJ guk5, anti a horse."~ One uf the carl's so:>als, ~ lwm1 

on p. l ~0 of this vulumc, au:;wtrs to t!JL> tlcscriptiou, iu some re;;pret;;, a:; re;;artl~ 

t he SUJ•!JOr ters, Lut the crest is illegible, au,l t he motto is uh;ent. Th is seal is al:;o 
pcculi:tr, as it re:.~ lly blazons the quartering" of the Sdon-GorJon>, Earls of H untly, 
and o11e wullet on an i ne5cut c l tt~ou vvc r nll r~prc.•cnts t l.c Sutbcrlaud arms. The othr·r 
seals of the Lnth Earl b.:ar (I ) a b•)ar's heaJ bctwc~u three mullets; (2) thrt'c mullet:> 
on au escutcht'on J,ct '\\·ecn three bo'\r.-;' heads, anJ (:~)quarte-rl y, l st awl 4th, tbr~;e 

n111llct:; ; ~ ·l and 3J, a bo.1 r's hear! fo r Gordou.3 

The same bearings appear in the seal of tho twel fth Earl , with the Jitfercncc tLat 
three Loar:.>' hca•l:> are hlazoned in the 2J anJ 3J quarter:.:. Si r l!obcrt Gordon in J ,i~ 

Genealogy hlazou.s the Huntly arms, qnartcrly in t he l sl and 4th fJnartcrs of t he ~hit·lcl 

with t he three mullt:ts of SntherlanJ in the ;:!,] and ;JJ quarters. lie also shows crest, a 
cat ~eja n t , proper ; motto •· \ri thont fcare." Snppo1icrs, two saY age men, wreathed about 
their h ea· l~ and wai, t~ 'll"it h laurel. ca.~h with a l>atun Ol'er his exteri•)r shou!Je~, prnpcr. 
Auothcr arraugcmtn t of the arms, ho1vever, i.-; repre~c uteJ on the seal of his nephew 
and '\\'art! , the thir t~:<· uth Earl of SutherlanJ, which loears quarterly the arms of Il untly, 
the three mullets of Sutherlan.l being placed ou au inescutchenn over all. Afte r thi~ 
t ime, however, the Earls of Sutherl:tn• l ceased to Ll:lzon the Iluntly arllls wi th tl.t.:ir 
own, an J their later seals show only the three mullets. They abo- resu med the ori;;iua l 
snrn ame of Sut herhn• l as well a., the arm9. In l i 18 a warran t was granted by 

King George tile fi r~ t to J ohn, fi fteenth Earl of SutherlanJ , to adJ to l1is arms the 
royal " double tressure circoutleu r-Je- lize." 

The armorial sca]3 anJ ,ignatures uf the Earl :> of Sutherlan•l are engraved at the 
end of their rcspccti1·e :\Iemoirs in the fi rbt volull!e of this work. The seal s :mJ sigua
turcs are abo collec tcJ for conven ience vf refertu ce at t he enJ of the seeonJ 1·olurne. 

1 Yo!. i. of this work, p. 9S. 2 Scutti~h Anrui, vol. ii . p. 9~. 3 Yol. i. of tb.is work, p. 130. 
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Since th~ forcgoir:6 p:tgcs t•ll the :trmorial bearing'> ,i·ere set in type, there k1.~ bern 
tl!~co1·ered auot!J~r her;dJi._; ,u:u.u~t:I ipt 1.••Htai11iu,; a Jc~criJ;tivn of the armorial LL·~H
in;s ,.f tl11~ "f.rle tof ~:uutlt~rl:m·l c: . .~rJon." As that Jescriptiou Ji!l\;rs in svme J·=•r
t icular~ fr.:nu the arm~ burut:) by the SutLcrland faruily dter the lllarriagc ,Jf th· 
Coun:csl' Elizabeth Suthtrl:•wl with ..\.dcun Gortlou, an accurate note of it is nppeu bl. 
It occurs in thP. fullowing terms :--

"Erie of ::;udt!erla!l(l C:onlon cnrics qu::~[r Jterly, Ist, azure, thrr·c bonre !.ends eraz ... ,J. 
ore by his uaru; !:!oily, ore, three lyon~ beaus erazctl. gules; 3tlly, ort', tim.! crl'>St'nt 
withia a t!oul)]c tre;;~me countcrtlt•w-re•l, gule~; -±tly, azure, three eitHluefoUes :U.!;tBt, on 
nne inscocheon gule~, three mallets ure; supporters a houn.l and a horse argent; tTcH 
a hart beau cup•.! ore ; moto. Bolt ~kker. '' 

The :1bo\'e bhzon , it will Le ohserw,J. Jitf.:rs in sewrd particulars from the anus 
giren in the manuscript of \ \"orkman. ant! also from the four seals u:,e,l by John, t•·nth 
Lnl of Sut h.:rbnd. It supplie;; a l'olutinn of the uume:1ning motto of "But sicc:tr," 
a.> writteu iu ·workman's manu;;cript, hut rentlcrc•l iu the man11script now Ji~runn:d, 
"Enlt sicker." This h:1s a significance in conuectio11 with the supporters of the tenth 
E~rl's arms beiu6 rcspedi1ely a hor£e anti n honn•J, wh.ile a hart's hea•l i3 tl te crest. 
The reference is primarily to the hu nting fiel1l. The Scotti~h worJ ·'Bolt," pro
nounceJ ·' J:owt." would conte to be written ;, Bo't" or •' Bot.'' It rue;\ns to leap or 
to make a Lr·l•l forward dash, antl the whvle motto probLly .::u;;gtsts llvt only tLe 
duty of a hunter but abo that of the lca•ler in any tl :m~erous or difficult entel']•rise. 
lie wLo "leaps" or "g1Yes head'' to his horse in the chase shoulJ be " 5Ure of his 
seat," anti so :1 leader, making a deterruincJ d;lsh for S!lcees;; in any project, should 
not nc~lect reasonaLle precautions for securing it. The manuscript 1:eferred to is 
part uf the :\larchmont muniments prt:tien·e·l at )f::tr.;hmont House. It is a quarto 
\ olumc unbound, which hnJ bel.mgctl to Si.r Patrick Hume, E.lfonet, of Polwarth, 
afterwards ftrst Earl of :'~larchmont. lie was learneJ in LeralLlr!, anti transcribed 
Lis Jcscriptions of arms from olJer heralJ.ic manuscripts. 

WILLLUI FnASEr... 

, . 
4 

I I . , 



4415 












